
Supplement # 69 

c ·h~ 

X c\.-G 
• progress10 

450 years of lgnatian Lay Communities 

1563 - 2013 



Publication of the World Christian Life Community 
Borgo Santo Spirito, 4 - 00193 Rome - IT ALY - web site: www.cvx-clc.net - e-mail: progressio@cvx-clc.net 

English • French • Spanish Editions 

Editor Sofia Montanez Castro 

The following persons collaborated to this publication: Dominique Cyr, Patricia Kane Proof 
Readers; Marie Bailloux, Charlotte Duboisson, David Formosa, Fram;oise Garcin Translators; 
Nguyen Thi Thu Van Lay out 

Printed by Tipografia Cittil Nuova 
via Pieve Torina, 55 - 00156 Roma - Italy 



450 years of 
Ignatian Lay Communities 

1563 - 2013 

Supplement # 69 
July 2013 

Publication of the W odd Christian Life Community 
Borgo Santo Spirito, 4 - 00193 Rome - Italy 



Contents 

Editorial ......................................... ...... ........................................... ... ... ...... 3 
Sofia Montanez 

The origins of the Marian Congregations ................. ...... ... ...... .... ................ ..... . 5 
Miguel Coll SJ 

450 years oflgnatian Lay Communities - 45 years of CLC .... ......... .... ... .. .. 10 
Daniela Frank 

Walking goes .................... ... ..... ................................... ....... .... ......... ..... .......... .... ... .. 27 
Ingeborg Von Grafenstein 

Chronology of our recent history ....................... ....................... .... ... ........ 31 

2 



Editorial 

I t is not easy to do something as simple as trying to specify when the 
story of Christian Life Community (CLC) begins. This is why the 
decision to celebrate the jubilee year of the 450th anniversary is in 

itself already a big step in the maturity of our community. 

There are many signs that confirm that CLC recognizes and accepts its 
history with gratitude and pride. The announcement of this jubilee year 
has brought great joy into the world community. Many events have been 
organized worldwide such as the pilgrimage from Liege to Rome (April 
2013) and even the next XVI General Assembly that will take place in 
Lebanon with the motto "From our Roots to the Frontiers" (30th July to 
8th August 2013) 

If it were from the point of view of the name, we could say that CLC 
exists since 1967; but that would ignore the fact that the community has 
been the heir of centuries of tradition. 

From the point of view of Ignatian imprinting, our origins would be 
linked tp the conversion process of Ignatius of Loyola in 1521. However, 
this event does not directly refer to the community process. 

So we could consider our beginnings from 1534 when Ignatius and his 
compa~ons founded the Society of Jesus, but although this fact refers to 
a community it does not have a direct connection to a lay community 
itself. 

This is why some recognize the starting point of CLC in the first lay 
communities that were formed by the early Jesuits such as Peter Favre in 
1540 in Parma or Ignatius himself in Rome in 1547. Although we must 
not ignore the influence that these first groups provide for the 
consolidation of Ignatian lay communities, the origin really is only in 
1563 when the young Belgian Jesuit Jean Leunis founded a community of 
students of the Roman College. This first community, the Prima Primaria, 
quickly became the model to be replicated around the world as Marian 
Congregations or Sodalities of Our Lady, recognized officially as lay 
commurtities of Ignatian inspiration. 
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CLC is the renewed form of these Congregations/Sodalities. It arose out 
of the call of the Second Vatican Council to respond to the challenges of 
our Church and the role of the laity in the world of today. 

The celebration of the 450th anniversary of our community is not simply 
an account of historical facts that has brought us together but an ideal 
opportunity to deepen our understanding of the gift and relevance of our 
particular identity, vocation and mission. Recalling our history is 
profitable not only for our own community but also for the whole Ignatian 
family and the Church . It can teach us important lessons regarding 
collaboration with the Jesuits, deepening our role in the Church and 
providing better service in the world as lay witnesses of Christ's mission. 
This anniversary is a precious opportunity to recognize our graced history 
down the centuries and how we have been encouraged and guided by the 
Spirit. Indeed we realize that God Works Like That 1 

With this Progressio supplement dedicated to our history, we try to give a 
sense of unity to our history of 450 years; a history that has been 
uninterrupted and inspired by the Spirit of God. Above all we wish to 
highlight the steps taken by the World Community in its recent history. 
In this way we can be better prepared to assume in a more committed 
manner the challenges for CLC in the future. 

May our contemplation of the history of CLC inspire us to visualize the 
contribution that Ignatian Lay people can offer to the future! 

Sofia Montanez 
Editor 

1 Reference to the document of Paulussen SJ ,"God works like that". Progressio 
Supplement No . 14, 1979 
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The origins of the Marian Congregations 

Saint Ignatius conceived and organized Jesuit education to produce 
i;iot just grammarians, humanists, philosophers or theologians, but 
also good Catholics, indeed true Christian knights. In the moral and 

religious education of the young, the Roman College (RC) applied 
literally what was prescribed in the Constitution of The Society of Jesus: 
"Particular attention needs to be given to ensure that those who come to 
learn the arts at the Society's University also learn good and Christian 
habits: confession at least monthly, daily Mass, hear a homily every 
Sunday or day of obligation ... not just for the sake of form, but to help 
them develop ingrained habits" (P. IV, c 16°). 

The practice of St Ignatius and his companions in setting up devotional 
sodalities to provide confirmation and continuation of the benefits 
obtained from the apostolates, owe their origin to the multiple effect of 
those apostolates. No 622 of the same Constitution enumerates the 
criteria to be applied in choosing the place and form of the apostolic 
work. 

The fourth criterion deals with the Marian Congregation, a work of great 
aposto~c, social and even political impact. The actual words are: Since 
goodness is more divine the more universal it is, preference should be 
given to persons and places, who once approved, can provide the widest 
possible spread of that goodness to the largest number of followers or 
subjects ... However, the rise of the Sodalities of Mary (MC)2 was so 
natural and spontaneous that hardly anyone gave any particular 
importance to the early shoots. 

The Ro;man College developed a Sodality of Mary project that envisaged 
its establishment in each college or school and in all the countries. In the 
same f ay that the RC established the norms for all educational 
establisrments, the Sodality was the seat for spiritual influence. 

2 In the Constitution of the Society the term congregation is synonymous with 
'community' . Cfr. Const.1 , 119, 152, 184, 655, 664, 719 y 817. 
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The first piece of information comes to us through a letter of Fr Polanco, 
30 June 1563, where he makes reference to the devotional practices of the 
youngest students of rhetoric (Polanco Compl. I, 375). The following 
year (19 July) a mention is made of a stable and organised association 
whose members once consecrated to the Blessed Virgin, undertake to 
confess once a week and to receive Holy Communion every first Sunday 
of the month. The other devotional acts for the young members were to 
attend Mass daily, meditate for an hour, recite the Rosary, pray Our 
Lady's office and do some charitable works. 

The Belgian John Leunis (1532 - 1584) 

The founder of these first Sodalities was the young Belgian Jesuit, John 
Leunis, who was a Grammar teacher for level six or younger. In 1564 Fr 
Leunis left the RC on grounds of ill health. By the time Fr Ettore 
Leonello had succeeded him, the Sodality had established deep roots. A 
Polanco letter of 1570 refers to two sodalities dedicated to Our Lady 
organised for extems. Polanco explains that among the older members 
there was a group often "of higher age and example" who were expected 
to deal and resolve matters pertaining to the sodalities. Each one of them 
had to be in charge of a given group of members to provide them with 
good company and thus help them advance in their life of virtue. 

The Canonical establishment of the Sodality 

The apostolic success of the Marian Sodality at the RC was much 
admired. Others started imitating the model and in just a few years we 
see the flourishing of sodalities in many more Jesuit centres. The first to 
copy the model were the German College, the Roman Seminary and the 
English College. Once the students of these colleges returned home, they 
set up sodalities in their own countries. We see in 1571 the foundation of 
the Sodality of Lima and then another one in Mexico City in 1575. 

Claudio Aqua viva arrived at the conclusion that he should express · to 
Gregory XIII the desire that the Pope should give canonical structure to 
the organisation, and to ensure that all the sodalities established around 
the world were united with that of the RC, and on which they would 
depend spiritually. 
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The Pope Boncompagni accepted the proposal and through a bull 
Omnipotentis ecclesiae3 established the first Sodality named after the 
Annu~ciation of the Blessed Virgin. All other sodalities had to unite to 
this first one to enjoy the benefits. 

Fr Caravita's Oratory 

To better understand the pastoral dimension of the apostolate of the RC, 
it is ?ecessary to mention the St Francis Xavier Oratory, sometimes 
knowi;i as Fr Caravita' s oratory. This oratory was established in the first 
decades of the seventeenth century by Fr Marco Antonio Costanzi and 
the young Jesuit Nicolo Promontorio. In parallel they were involved in a 
very important urban apostolate encouraging those who heard them to 
practise the sacraments and to invite them to attend religious services and 
listen to sermons. 

In 1617 this entire apostolic work passed to Fr Pietro Caravita, who was 
in charge of the Marian Sodality when he was also entrusted with 
responsibility for the urban mission and the oratory. After collecting the 
necesJary funds he built a vast oratory which was named after him. It is 
not b accident that Fr Caravita remained at the head of the sodality for 
more than 40 years. 

The ai;>ostolate continued without interruption thanks to the dedication of 
other Jesuits from the college, among whom were Francesco M. Galluzzi 
and A!ntonio Fillippo Orlandi and others. One must remember that the 
College church of Saint Ignatius was itself an active centre in the spread 
of defotion to Saint Joseph. One must also bear in mind that the 
devotional practices were accompanied by a large number of charitable 
worksi 

The Lay nature of the Congregation of the 
Annunciation 

The first Annunciation Sodality within the RC was a lay organization. 
The co-ordinator was elected from among the older members. In the 

3 5 Febfuary 1583 
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same way the Jesuit 'Father' was chosen by the members. His 
appointment was confirmed by the rector of the college for 'the 
leadership of the Congregation'. This leadership was concerned with the 
spiritual rather than the practical side of the sodalities' work. To 
demons~rate the lay nature of the Marian Congregation and its 
independence from the Society of Jesus we shall refer to a story that is 
somewhat anecdotal but none the less very significant. 

In 1773 Pope Clement XIV suppressed the Society through a bull 
Dominus ac Redemptor. As a result of the dissolution, the Society, 
together with the sodalities, was entrusted to a commission of cardinals. 
It was then that the Congregation of the Nobles, based at The Gesu, sent 
a note to the commission to remind the cardinals that if the members of 
the Congregation lost their property they could no longer exercise their 
privilege of choosing their Spiritual Father. It was only in the Common 
Rules (1855) that the term 'director' first appeared. This term replaced 
that of 'the Society of Jesus Father' whose role was exclusively spiritual 
and that of a confessor. 

Until the suppression, the Sodalities were linked to the works of the 
Society and ultimately subject to the Father General. He had the power to 
associate the sodalities to the Prima Primaria and the authority to draw up 
Common Rules. At the end of the eighteenth century most of the 
sodalities were under the authority of the bishops. However, with the re­
constitution of the Jesuit Institute in the nineteenth century (Sollecitudo 
Ominum ecclesiarum 07.08.1814), the Society recovered the right to 
establish Common Rules, the power to affiliate to Prima Primaria and the 
immediate leadership of the sodalities linked to the Jesuit works. 

The Sodalities and the Spiritual exercises 

Despite the obvious Marian character of the Sodalities, the Spiritual 
Exercises provided substantial elements to the devotional life and 
charitable works of their members. There is historical evidence on the 
influence of the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises. For example, the Sodality of 
San Antonio de Valladolid (1885) required those applying to join to 
practise them as a preparation before joining. At the same time in 
Cologne members helped others to do the Exercises. In 1612 one of the 
sodalities in Naples purchased a house specifically intended for doing the 
Exercises. In the same city Fr Vincenzo Caraffa, a future General, 
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insisted on the need of a solid formation in the school of the Spiritual 
Exerd ses. 

And f1r lparraguirre mentions in his Historia de los Ejercicios that by 
1599 there are numerous examples from Spain, Italy, Germany, France, 
as well as Japan, of members of the sodalities being formed in the 
Spiritual Exercises and encouraging others to do the same. 

One of the Jesuits who was held in high regard for his holiness and 
success in the social field was Fr Francesco M. Galluzzi ( 1671 - 1731 ). 
To him. we owe numerous works of charity in Rome such as the Hospice 
of the Immaculate Conception which welcomed poor and abandoned 
women for a century. Another Jesuit, Fr Girolomo di Santis (1717 -
1765), founded a Sodality dedicated to working with street children. 

Personal and religious formation, devotion, active commitment and 
charitable works represented the key foundations of the Sodalities of 
Mary. This work has had a profound influence on Catholic culture m 
today's world. 

Miguel Coll SJ 
Pontifical Gregorian University 
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450 Years of Ignatian Lay Communities 
45 Years of Christian Life Community: 

A long journey of developing and 
deepening our specific identity 

I n 2012, CLC celebrated the 45th anniversary of the approval of its 
General Principles. And in 2013, we are looking back on 450 years 
since Jean Leunis SJ founded the "Prima Primaria", by gathering 

students in the Roman College to share with them the Ignatian 
charism. This "double jubilee" confirms that CLC can be fully 
understood only in the context of our roots going back to the times of 
St. Ignatius of Loyola. Already right from the beginning, Ignatius of 
Loyola, and subsequently his first companions gathered lay people (at 
that time only men) to share with them the spirituality founded in the 
Spiritual Exercises and to cooperate with them in the apostolate. 

In all these decades and even centuries, innumerable persons have 
received the call to follow Jesus Christ as lay people inspired by the 
Spiritual Exercises in community. Their generous day to day response, 
their individual and communal discernment and their commitment to 
this way of life in the Church made CLC what it is now. We thank 
God wholeheartedly for their lives and their responses to our Lord's 
call - and personally, I am very grateful for their sharing of the graces 
received, the limitations and challenges faced, the struggles gone 
through. 

The apostolic 
Congregations 

. . 
origins of CLC: The Marian 

It was the Belgium Jesuit Jean Leunis, who, in the 1560's, brought 
together a group of students in the Roman College to prepare them for 
apostolic activities in the City of Rome. His desire was to deepen the 
aims of education of the Roman College, which was definitely a 
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EuroRean Centre of profound academic formation, of science, research 
and cblture, marked by the spirit of St. Ignatius to search for God in all 
thing~. Thus, the groups of students came together to integrate all 
dimensions of their lives, their academic studies and their Christian 
faith. Obviously Jean Leunis SJ had special talents to encourage and 
guide them in their journey under the guidance of Mary as their patron 
saint - leading them to becoming the Marian Congregations: "Ubi duo 
vel tr es congregati sunt" [" ... where two or three are gathered in my 
name" Mt, 18:20]. An impetus for this name came from a fresco in the 
Chapel of the Roman College of the Annunciation to Mary, integrated 
in the mystery of Incarnation, following one of the key contemplations 
of the Spiritual Exercises. 

In 1563, the "Prima Primaria" was founded, the first community of 
students aiming at living the Ignatian charism as lay people in 
community. The life of these Marian Congregations was marked by an 
intensive spiritual life with weekly community meetings and an active 
apostolic involvement, that was rooted in a fervent search for new and 
effecf:Ve responses to the religious, social and political needs of their 
times. 

From 1565 onwards, Jean Leunis SJ travelled to found new 
congrJgations. And only a few years later, there were almost no Jesuit 
Colleges in Europe and the mission areas entrusted to the Society of 
Jesus lwithout Marian Congregations. These groups of lay people 
beca~e a main pillar of the works of the Jesuits and, for a long period 
of time, contributed to the renewal of the Catholic Church following 
the spijfit of the Tridentinian Council (1545-1563). 

Just a few days after the death of Jean Leunis SJ, Pope Gregory XIII 
confinped the Congregation of Rome as the Head of all Marian 
Congregations (158411585). The "Prima Primaria" was to ensure the 
unity and authenticity of the Marian Congregations. As the first lay 
association in the Church, the Marian Congregations were granted the 
right of self-government. From a juridical point of view, they were 
under the General Superior of the Society of Jesus. An important 
instru~ent to support the unity in the same Spirit and the authenticity 
of the Marian Congregations were the first General Rules of 1587, put 
together by the General Superior Fr. Claudius Aquaviva based on the 
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experiences of the groups in Rome. These General Rules, that would 
be valid for nearly three centuries, proved to be an important 
cornerstone for the dynamic developments of Marian Congregations 
world-wide. 

Until 1773, about 2500 groups were affiliated to the Marian 
Congregations. 1773 is the year when Pope Clemens XIV abolishes 
the Society of Jesus and their apostolic works. At first, this also 
included the Marian Congregations, but after a few months, they were 
re-established, now under responsibility of the local bishops. This 
decision caused an enormous growth of the Marian Congregations - in 
1948, 80,000 groups exist but separated from their original inspiration. 
Thus, they developed in the Church as a mass movement, devoted to 
Mary. And until today, many people would identify Marian 
Congregations with this image. The original intention, of an 
integration of all dimensions of life, rooted in the spirituality of St 
Ignatius, community life and apostolic service, got lost. 

"Go back to your roots" 

In 1922, the process of renewal inspired by the original aims of the 
Marian Congregations began. Fr. Ledochowski, then Superior General 
of the Society of Jesus, convened a meeting of Jesuits working with 
Marian Congregations which included approximately 5% of all 
existing groups. 40 Jesuits from 19 countries came together, to reflect 
about the possibilities of doing something for the restoration of the 
original spirit, being aware of the fact that the Marian Congregations 
were closely connected with the Jesuits from their very beginning. As 
a result of this meeting, a central secretariat was founded in Rome - at 
the service of Jesuits and the Marian Congregations. 

Pope Pius XII followed the efforts of this central secretariat with great 
interest. He did all he could do to support the renewal of Marian 
Congregations. In 1948, he published an "Apostolic Constitution" 
called "Bis seaculari" , stressing the original Ignatian identity of 
Marian Congregations and calling all groups to return to these origins, 
rooted in the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius. As it was the Pope 
who made this call, it committed the whole Church - and not only 
12 



those groups who had continued to be connected or those who were 
reconnected with the Society of Jesus. With his Apostolic. 
Constitution, Pius XII gave an orientation towards the future and 
offer~d some guidelines on lay apostolate. Thus, he definitely opened 
new horizons! 

How was "Bis Saeculari" to be put into practice? To plan concrete 
steps, it would be important that not only Jesuits but also lay people 
come together to cooperate and share their ideas and reflections. To 
suppo!rt this cooperation, the central secretariat - under the headship of 
Fr. Louis Paulussen SJ since 1951 - at the request of representatives of 
Marian Congregations prepared statutes for a permanent international 
contact between the groups. With the confirmation of these statutes by 
the Pope in 1953, the World Federation of Marian Congregations was 
officially founded. 

Connected with an international congress on the occasion of the 
Marian Year, in 1954 the first world assembly of Marian 
Congregations took place in Rome, during which the laity themselves 
initiated their process of renewal, taking over the responsibility again 
and e~ecting a first World Executive Council. With great enthusiasm, 
Marian Congregations in many countries re-discovered their original 
roots. In 1959 in Newark (USA), members looked for ways to renew 
the Marian Congregations and adapt them to current requirements. The 
delegates were ready to accept the challenges and deeply desired a 
profound renewal according to the original inspiration of Marian 
Congregations. First steps towards developing new "General 
Principles" were taken. Both, Fr. Paulussen and Fr. Janssen, Superior 
General of the Society of Jesus, were aware that, canonically, only the 
Superior General would have the right to issue new rules. But, Fr. 
Janssen strongly supported the move forward to an independence of 
Mariam Congregations - confirmed by the Holy See only eight years 
later by approving the new General Principles of CLC. 

Retull1iing to the origins means to re-visit the roots and re-discover and 
adapt their spirit to current realities. There is no need to re-invent the 
wheel but to reflect carefully on how the original inspiration of the 
Marian Congregations can be lived today. What does Ignatian 
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Spirituality, community life and apostolic service mean now for the 
individual member but also for the group? 

A first challenge was definitely the rediscovery of Ignatian 
Spirituality. In the early 1950's, eight day Ignatian retreats and, later 
on, even the full 30 days Spiritual Exercises were given to lay people 
for the first time with great success in the USA. Eventually, other 
continents offered Ignatian retreats to lay people. Jesuits and other 
theologians helped the Marian Congregations to re-connect with the 
Spiritual Exercises as the foundation of their spirituality and to deepen 
their understanding. 

In 1964, it would have been possible to present the new General 
Principles to the delegates' assembly taking place in Bombay. But, in 
the midst of II Vatican Council, the importance to wait in order to 
allow the World Federation to approve new Statutes which would fully 
correspond to the outcome of the Council of Renewal for the whole 
Church was evident. 

New General Principles and the change of name: 
Christian Life Communities (CLC) 

During the 4th Assembly of the World Federation on October 1967, the 
final draft of the new General Principles developed through a world­
wide consultation since the end of 1959, was presented to the 140 
delegates from 38 countries. Quite a number of amendments had still 
to be discussed. Each sentence was voted on separately, in order to 
come to a full agreement on the whole text which would express a new 
beginning. Finally, on Oct 21, the participants, moved by the Spirit of 
our Lord and influenced by the rediscovery of the Ignatian sources and 
by Vatican II, approved the full "General Principles". It was an 
extensive programme of "aggiornamiento" for this 400 years old 
organization. 
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The preamble can be seen as the core - not just an 
introduction: 

"1. In fulfillment of his promise, God became man, born of Mary in 
order to give himself continuously to all men and invite all men to give 
themselves continuously to him in and with Christ. This gift of God to 
men and of men to God, moved by the Spirit, is always conditioned by 
the circumstances of each situation. Therefore, we members of the 
World Federation of Christian Life Communities have composed these 
General Principles to aid us to give ourselves always more generously 
to God in loving and serving all mankind in the world of today. 

2. Because our movement is a way of Christian life, these principles 
are to be interpreted not so much by the letter of this text but rather by 
the spirit of the Gospel and the interior law of love. This law, which 
the Spirit inscribes in our hearts, expresses itself anew in each 
situation of daily life. It respects the uniqueness of each personal 
vocation and enables us to be open and free, always at the disposal of 
God It challenges us to see our grave responsibilities; it aids us to 
seek constantly the answers to the needs of our times and to work 
together with the whole People of God for progress and peace, justice 
and charity, liberty and the dignity of all men." 

The first part concretises the characteristics of the way of life: 
spirituality, community, unity with the Church, service for justice and 
peace, inspiration drawn from the Gospel of the poor and humble 
Christ, union with Mary. In the second part, the elements of the way of 
life are outlined in more detail. Paragraph 11 summarizes how the 
three pillars of spirituality, apostolic service and community mark and 
inspire the life of a member. 

"11. This way of life commits the candidate, with the help of the group, 
to strive for a continual development which is spiritual, apostolic and 
human. In practice this involves: frequent and even daily participation 
in the Eucharistic Sacrifice, an intense sacramental life, daily practice 
of personal prayer especially that based on Sacred Scripture, 
discernment by means of a daily review of one's life and regular 
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spiritual direction, an annual interior renewal in accordance with the 
sources of our spirituality, a love for the Mother of God 

Furthermore, it requires of each member simplicity in all aspects 
living in order to follow more closely Christ in his poverty and 
preserve interior liberty in the midst of the world. It demands of him 
an apostolic commitment, especially to the renewal the institutions of 
society, and an effort to strive to develop human qualities and 
professional skills so as to become ever more competent and 
convincing in his witness. 

Finally, each one takes upon himself the responsibility for 
participating in the meetings and activities of the group, and each 
helps and encourages the other to pursue his personal vocation, 
always ready to give and to receive fraternal advice and aid. " 

The juridical requirements reflected the "new spirit" of the General 
Principles as well: It would no longer be the Prima Primaria in Rome 
and the General Superior of the Society of Jesus who would accept a 
local community or national federation as member, but that role would 
now rest on the regional and world Federation. 

To this day, witnesses of this 1967 Assembly emotionally share that 
the approval of these new General Principles seemed to be a miracle -
in spite of their long and profound preparations. Struggles continued 
up to the last phases of voting as to whether it was really possible and 
would correspond to the Spirit of renewal to opt for such a radical way 
of life. Finally, it was those lay people who had lived the renewal as 
inspired by Pope Pius XII who, through the sharing of their own 
experiences and witnessing of the fruits in their family, professional 
and apostolic life, paved the way to a communal "Yes". 

When the new General Principles were brought to the altar at Mass 
after the concluding vote, it was akin to sealing the way the Sodalities 
had been guided during the past years: Through the transforming 
power of God, these words would be filled with Spirit and Life for all 
Sodalities in the world. On March 25, 1968, Pope Paul VI confirmed 
the new General Principles for a trial period of three years. On March 
31, 1971, they were finally approved by the Holy See. 
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Finally, the 1967 Assembly also decided to change the name: Many 
countties had underlined that it would be impossible to live a profound 
renewal while keeping the name of Marian Congregations. Many 
groups had looked for ways to express the renewal but the final name 
for the world Federation (but not automatically for all affiliated 
groups!) as "Christian Life Communities" came from among the 
participants. Thus, CLC started to life their renewed vocation: as laity, 
rooted in the Ignatian Spirituality, in community and at the service of 
justice and peace. 

In the following years, the enthusiasm of 1967 was put to test at 
various levels: tensions on the part of members, criticism and 
resistance from some Jesuits as well as from some bishops. But despite 
such set-backs, by the next General Assembly in Santo Domingo in 
1970, it was clear that there was no going back. After acknowledging 
the ideal in the new General Principles, after having accepted the 
concept of our vocation and the elements of the corresponding way of 
life, it-was necessary to humbly take small steps in human and spiritual 
development - as individuals and as community - to live this vocation. j 

For Santo Domingo, e.g. , it was planned to carry through a communal 
discernment of decision-making, a true "deliberatio" but it simply did 
not work. The delegates were supposed to study the role of CLC in the 
crisis of the Church and in the challenge of development, but instead 
they li~ed the crisis. In fact, the catastrophe of this Assembly weighed 
heavily on the participants as well as on the Executive Committee. 
Yet, in a spiritual sense, it proved to be an invitation and provocation 
that facilitated an enormous learning process. 

Accord~ngly, the following 1973 Assembly in Augsburg was designed 
in a way that would help the delegates to grow into the way of life of 
CLC step by step. The theme "CLC, a community at · the service of 
liberation of the whole person and all persons" was an answer to the 
challenge from within and outside CLC. For the first time, a 14 days 
international formation course preceded the Assembly that was 
attended by two thirds of the 170 delegates representing 40 countries. 
Thus, people could experience both a CLC formation programme 
(which would offer a model for formation at local and national levels) 
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as well as familiarity as members of a world-wide community. Based 
on the chosen theme, the assembly led the delegates to concrete points 
of direction and action: 

• Commitment to the transformation of political, economic, social, 
cultural and religious structures, using discernment to determine 
priorities and methods of action; 

• Openness to the world by presence, by action and by collaboration 
with all persons of good will, and solidarity with the very poor 
and the oppressed; 

• Recognition of the capital importance of a formation rooted in the 
Spiritual Exercises and in the cultures of the different countries; 

• A community life in which sharing and mutual help extends to all 
communities, to other nations and to the poor. 

During the next General Assembly in the Philippines 1976, the theme 
"Poor with Christ for a Better Service" called to mind our social 
responsibility and became more alive than ever. Again, the Assembly 
was combined with formation courses before and after, including 
exposure experiences in the slums of Manila and a Spiritual Exercises 
retreat. The immediate connectedness of formation and service with a 
clear option in favour of the poor was not just a concern for discussion, 
it was a concrete experience marking the delegates, the Assembly and 
the follow-up processes lived at national and local level. 

At all levels, CLC looked for ways to deepen both the individual 
spiritual growth process as well as the group process, following the 
dynamics of the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius. It was imperativ~ 
to be grounded in concrete situations, open to be touched and 
challenged by the reality of the poor in our countries and in the world, 
in order to respond to the needs of the times and to collaborate in the 
construction of the Reign of God. 
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From the Federation to one world Community 

The fruits of the processes lived became visible in Rome '79. It was 
evident that we belonged together more deeply than the word 
"federation" expressed. The Assembly could move forward "towards a 
world community at the service of one world", but not all national 
federations could yet agree. Three years later, in Providence 1982, the 
common search resulted in a clear "Yes" to "the Call to World 
Community". 

The Assembly of Providence was not only topic-wise focused on ONE 
world community, but there was a living out of this world community, 
bringing to birth a new sense of communion. This included, on the one 
hand, a greater awareness of and participation in the community, on 
the other it opened up towards communal discernment, looking for 
ways of a common response to the demands emerging in particular 
situations. During the years following Providence 1982, CLC being 
ONE Community converted in reality, opened itself to its mission 
perceiving it, for the first time, as a "common mission". 

Consequently, the Assembly of Loyola 1986, bringing together 
delegates from 50 countries, focused on apostolic mission: "Do 
whatever He tells you - Mary, Model of our Mission". Supported by 
the grace of meeting in that place where Ignatius himself experienced 
his conversion towards a deeper relationship with our Lord, CLC 
received a confirmation of its identity as rooted in the Spiritual 
Exercises of St. Ignatius: sent in mission in union with Christ poor and 
humble and in imitation of Mary - in freedom, poverty and solidarity. 
Sent on mission by the Lord and His Church, CLC also "recognised 
that we are not able to be faithful to our mission without situating it in 
the context of our community, feeling that it is the entire community 
which 4s sent, united in mind and heart." (The Grace of Loyola '86) 

Four years later, in Guadalajara (Mexico), the community was invited 
to reflect more profoundly on its being "at the service of the Kingdom" 
as a missionary community of Ignatian laity in the Church, with a deep 
personal sense of mission and with a growing communal involvement 
in mission. Also in 1990, revised General Principles were presented 
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which reflected the being ONE community (instead of a world 
federation) and the experiences lived and the challenges received since 
1967. Through the deliberations and votes on these revised Principles, 
CLC not only thankfully faced the graces received, but also its 
limitations, humbly acknowledging that we still need to learn better 
how to be led by God's Spirit both as individuals and as a World 
Community: "We have experienced a grace of knowing ourselves as 
moved by the desire to serve Christ in the work of the Kingdom, and 
we have been confirmed in this call. At the same time, we have come to 
know ourselves as still in need of greater unity and spiritual freedom 
as a community of disciples." (The grace and call of Guadalajara '90) 

In 1994, delegates and observers from 59 countries met in Hong Kong 
as "CLC - Community in Mission" with the purpose and goal of the 
Assembly being an examen of conscience as to mission on a 
community level. Having grown as community over the years, CLC 
also desired a deepening of understanding of where it was being called 
as community to develop. The grace received during this Assembly 
recalled again the need for a deep ongoing conversion with regard to 
mission: "As a World Community we have to integrate social realities, 
with all their problems and challenges, more and more into our life 
and action. ( .. .) HIS SPIRIT, who governs history, moves us to read 
the signs of the times and put into practice our spiritual experience as 
a service for building justice and peace. We have to live this not only 
in words but in deeds and in truth." 

Answering the call to become an apostolic body 

Looking back to the processes lived in CLC during the past decades, 
one might be reminded of the image of an unfolding flower. 
Everything was present right from the beginning but only step by step, 
deeply rooted in ones specific sources, respecting the rhythm of each 
community and the characteristics of the respective periods in history 
and reading the signs of the time, the "flower" will come to full 
blooming. Already since the midst of the 80's, "common mission" was 
an issue in CLC. During the 90's, the awareness of being an apostolic 
community deepened and was finally taken up by the 1998 Assembly 
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in Itaici (Brasil), when the world community focused on "Deepening 
our Identity as an Apostolic Body - Clarifying our Common Mission". 

The discernment process of the Assembly, prepared in the national 
communities, was focused on three areas of growth in Christian life: 
Christ and culture, Christ and social reality, and Christ and daily life. 
Looking at the Ignatian criteria for mission, the needs we perceive in 
the fo~lds selected and at possibilities of fostering the Lay-Jesuit 

I 
collaboration, the process resulted in discovering three areas of 
mission and a set of necessary means for this mission: 

"First, we want to bring the freeing power of Christ to our social 
reality. Secondly, we want to find Christ in all our varied cultures and 
to let His grace illuminate all that needs transformation. Thirdly, we 
want to live Christ so as to bring Him to every aspect of our daily life 
in the world. 

These three areas of mission were enlightened by the spiritual source 
which nourishes and empowers us for mission: the Spiritual Exercises 
which help us to grow in Christian life. In addition, we must attend to 
our Olfn formation for mission, so that our community may ever 
become a more effective instrument of service." 

The final document "Our Common Mission" includes a broad range of 
criteria and orientations for the service and mission of CLC at its 
different levels, and guidelines concerning the means of our common 
mission. Following the Assembly of Itaici, in many national 
commupities, new apostolic initiatives were undertaken or those already 
developed by individual members or the communities were revisited, 
based op the "Common Mission" of CLC. In this process, a fundamental 
question came up: Itaici gave an important input on the WHAT of our 
common mission uniting us as world community, but what characterizes 
the way we live our (common) mission, i.e. the HOW? 

In Itaici, the expression "apostolic body" was already being used, but 
to develop its meaning in daily practice more profoundly was the 
specifid focus of the Nairobi Assembly in 2003 . Only there, the 
community ''felt confirmed in our call to become a lay apostolic body 
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that shares responsibility for mzsszon in the Church." 
(Recommendations Nairobi 2003 as published in Projects 124) 

Under the theme "Sent by Christ, members of one body", the world 
community had a profound look at the consequences of living that call 
at all levels. As a key for sharing responsibility in mission as an 
apostolic body, we defined the four steps of discerning, sending, 
supporting and evaluating (DSSE). In community, we discern the calls 
we receive; it is the community who send us to live the discerned 
apostolic service and who supports it. After finalizing the service or, 
after certain periods of time, the community evaluates the mission with 
the person or the group sent. Thus, even an individual service becomes a 
"common mission", as the whole community shares responsibility for it. 

In order to live and act as an apostolic body, CLC needs to revise its 
structures and processes so as to better respond to the call received. 
Among the cornerstones, our concept of formation and our way of 
leadership need to be particularly stressed, as well as other aspects 
such as e.g. regional co-operation or promotion of advocacy for social 
justice. The world Executive Council was asked to develop ways and 
structures to support the world community at all levels. Of course, this 
is not only an on-going task and challenge at the world level, but also 
one for national communities and the existing regional coordination 
structures. Last but not least, this also is a challenge for the local 
groups. 

Five years later, the world community came together at Fatima to 
review the paths travelled: "Journeying as an Apostolic Body: Our 
response to this grace from God". Our sharing of what we have lived 
and the discernment of our experiences and challenges resulted in a 
clear confirmation of the call received in Nairobi. The assembly also 
acknowledged the dynamic of DSSE practiced on all levels as the 
means to build the apostolic· body. This too was a sign of our fidelity 
to the orientations of Nairobi. We recognised our "unity in diversity" 
as characteristic of our community and our charism and potentially a 
powerful instrument in mission. We became aware that the faithful 
living out of our vocation becomes a prophetic sign to others - e.g. in 
areas as family life, dignity of creation and the environment, or feeling 
with the Church. We felt called for a closer identification with Christ's 
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mission to bring the good news to those who are "excluded" or 
"straJgers" - sharing with them especially the experience of the 
Spiritual Exercises and inviting them to join our communities. And we 
realised the urgent need to widen and deepen networks of joint 
discernment and action at all levels - fostering especially our 
collaboration with the Society of Jesus. 

Meanwhile we are preparing for our 2013 world assembly in Lebanon, 
"From our Roots to the Frontiers". We intend to bridge the 450th 
annivrrsary of Ignatian lay communities with the journey we have 
travel1ed together especially since Itaici 1998, confirming our identity 
as a lay apostolic body, and affirming our desire to respond to the 
signs of the time, ready to cross borders and touch new grounds. 

Collaborating with others who share the Ignatian 
charism 

The Jubilee in 2013 invites us to look back at our history and 
recognise with joy and gratitude how the fundamental pillars of CLC 
(and previously Marian Congregation) way of life Ignatian Spirituality 
- Community - Mission have been re-confirmed through the processes 
lived. i111 each stage of our history, we were called to deepen '!: different 
aspect - e.g. in the first years of the renewal it was our rootedness in 
Ignatian Spirituality, end of the '70s and beginning of '80's it was the 
communitarian dimension of our vocation. At each stage, it has been 
crucial not to forget the other pillars. When focusing on our apostolic 
service, mission cannot be understood without being linked with the 
Spirit al Exercises and the .communitarian dimension of our way of 
life. Accordingly, the formation process of CLC also interconnects 
these three dimensions, assisting the individual towards integrating 
his/her faith with their lives. The local groups, but also the wider 
community at national or regional levels support and continue the 
dynamics generated by the Spiritual Exercises, leading us to an 
essentially apostolic life. Even when apostolic service is offered on an 
individual basis, the service is always part of the mission received in 
CLC. In this sense, our mission is always communal - participating in 
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the m1ss1on of the Church (see also "The CLC Charism", revised 
version of 2001 ). 

CLC is an Ignatian vocation. The charism and spirituality of CLC are 
Ignatian. Thus, the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius are both the 
specific source and the characteristic instrument of CLC spirituality, 
leading to the integration of faith and life in every dimension: 
personal, social, professional, political and ecclesial. CLC members 
live Ignatian spirituality in community in the local group, at the 
national level and as a world community. The support of the others 
sharing the same vocation is essential for our human, spiritual and 
apostolic growth. In addition, the community itself is a constituent 
element of the apostolic service and witness of CLC, being essentially 
a community for others. 

CLC is a lay vocation. During the Nairobi Assembly, focusing on CLC 
as a lay apostolic body that shares responsibility for mission in the 
Church, we paid special attention to the collaboration of CLC and 
Jesuits. As CLC, we are very grateful for the gift of Ignatian 
Spirituality that Jesuits have generously shared with us following the 
example of St. Ignatius. Jesuits helped us to rediscover the lay 
expression of Ignatian Spirituality when we moved from Marian 
Congregations to CLC and their support has made possible the 
establishment and strengthening of communities in many parts of the 
world. One way of collaboration between CLC and Jesuits are the 
services Jesuits offer to CLC as Ecclesiastical Assistants. This 
expression also underlines that CLC is a lay community governed by 
the laity. The Ecclesiastical Assistant (a Jesuit in most, but not 
necessarily in all cases)"working in collaboration with other leaders of 
the community, is principally responsible for the Christian 
development of the whole community, and helps its members grow in 
the ways of God, especially through the Spiritual Exercises. In virtue 
of the mission given him by the hierarchy, whose authority he 
represents, he also has special responsibility for doctrinal and 
pastoral concerns and for the harmony proper to a Christian 
community." (General Principles of 1990, #14) Thus, he cooperates 
closely with the elected persons; he forms part of the Executive 
Council and is asked to contribute his specific competence but has 
among the leaders no dominant role to play. 
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In Nairobi, the desire of CLC to respond to the call of becoming and 
acting as an apostolic body, points to the second dimension of 
collaboration between the Society of Jesus and CLC. It is towards 
collaboration in the apostolic field, fostering a growing partnership of 
both apostolic bodies including joint discernment and common 
activities. 

In their last General Congregation in 2008, the Jesuits also reflected 
extensively on their apostolic collaboration with others4

, mentioning 
CLC as one of those Ignatian inspired autonomous associations they 
share a spiritual bond with. The Congregation expressed the desire "to 
continµe to support CLC in its journey towards ever greater apostolic 
effectiveness and collaboration with the Society"5

. 

Although the desire is clear for both Jesuits and CLC, we still have a 
long way to go. For CLC, this perspective is first of all a challenge to 
deepen our own identity and to grow in maturity: spiritually, as a self­
responsible community, in our apostolic services lived as a common 
mission. At the same time, we should not hide what we have to offer: 
our experiences of living our daily lives as Ignatian lay people, the 
specifib talents and charisms of our members, our presence in the 
professional, social and political field. 

Looking around the globe, many concrete experiences of collaboration 
with the Jesuits as well as with other members of the lgnatian family -
lgnatian congregations and other lay groups inspired by the Spiritual 
Exercises - could be stressed. Many activities take place in the field of 
spiritutllity: formation courses and training programmes offered for 
Spiritual Guides, CLCers cooperating as Spiritual Guides in Centres of 
lgnatian Spirituality, administrating Society of Jesus retreat centres 
etc. From both sides, we appreciate common activities and discover 
new possibilities to cooperate in apostolic initiatives - including the 
Ignatian Advocacy Networks. This facilitates not only a more effective 
service but also results in mutual enrichment and the deepening of 
one's own identity be it as a religious or lay person .. 

4 See GO 35 - Decree 6 "Collaboration at the Heart of Mission" 
5 Decree 6, 27 
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As an Ignatian family, we have a lot to offer to the Church and to the 
world. In our communities, be it the Society of Jesus, CLC or other 
congregations and organisations, we can rely on a great variety of 
expertise and experiences, on a profound Ignatian formation and 
availability, and a deep commitment "to work for the reform of 
structures of society" (General Principles #8d) in unity with the 
mission of the Church. Each concrete common apostolic activity will 
help us to develop a deeper understanding of collaboration and the 
specific vocation and identity of each one of us as individuals and as 
communities, sharing our common Ignatian roots. And this offers us 
the opportunity to be signs of hope, presenting ways of cooperation 
between lay and religious in communion with the Church. 
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Walking goes 

How I experienced the step from Marian 
Congregation to Christian Life Communities at 

Roma '67 

Could you share with us some of your impressions or 
experiences as delegate at the Roma '67 World Assembly? 
After a first, spontaneous Yes, I'll try, doubts arose in me: 

Would it be possible to re-awake my memories of 45 years ago when I 
attended this decisive transition meeting as one of the two youth 
delegates of my country? At that time, I was a student, eager to 
become a teacher, and meanwhile I just finished my professional life 
due to age. However while reflecting on that very special moment in 
this "history of grace" where - in the terms of GP 3 - "we live this way 
of our christian life in joyful communion with all those who have 
preceeded us", I realised how much it also was quite a special moment 
in my own life in and with CLC and how much some aspects of those 
five days in October 67 have left lasting traces in my memory and 
heart which I am glad to share with you. 

"All over the world the spirit is moving" 

A first and overwhelming experience for me was the richness of 
diversity of languages, nations, mentalities, which we were breathing 
in at every moment: People of five continents (not yet from Australia) 
sharing and discussing, struggling and laughing, eating and praying 
together, gave me a glance of how breath-taking, wonderful and 
sometimes burdening a worldwide community could be. 

It gave me - one year after the closure of Vatican II - a realistic taste 
of the young and spirit-filled face of the Church all over the world. 

Thus fhe "hard work side" of this encounter - we had to consider, 
discuss and vote on 150 amendments on the last draft for new "Rules" 
or - in the new language of the proposed text - for new "General 
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Principles" - never prevailed. How exhausted we were at the end of 
each of day, we were aware of doing more than preparing a document; 
we felt responsible to find the right way to live more fully and in a 
more authentic way the charism entrusted to us by the ·Church and 
confirmed as a big challenge ahead of us by the Pope himself as Pius 
XII had done in his Apostolic Constitution "Bis Saeculari" in 1948. 

Not without hard work and much patience 

Being aware of this helped us a lot to overcome tiredness while 
listening the whole day to the contributions of speakers from 38 
nations, whether in English, French, Spanish, Italian, German - or 
mostly to the respective translators. And not all speakers did respect 
the limit of maximum eight minutes (!) per contribution. With a smile 
I remember the moment when the translator into English - instead of 
going on with his task - gave the comment: "The speaker is just 
repeating the same thing". As the final draft in our hands was 
everything else than a mere paper from the World Secretariate but the 
result of a four years long consulting process within the national 
federations, everybody was well prepared, had his well based opinions 
and maybe his well cherished blind spots ... and everybody was in need 
of God's own Holy Spirit to overcome all this and to make us find His 
will. Personal prayer and the Eucharistic celebrations were crucial 
moments for this. And He succeeded! A last stumblestone showed up 
when at the end, after having closed the votes on each paragraph, we 
were about to vote the whole text and one country opposed because 
they didn't agree with a detail already accepted by the Assembly. So 
we had to go back - and thanks to God - came out with a good 
solution. The new "General Principles" were born! 

What was at stake? 

Among the many details to consider along the way I would like to 
focus on two issues of major importance: the role of the Spiritual 
Exercises of Saint Ignatius for our way of life and our mission - and 
the new name to find. 
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For us today in CLC it may seem strange to hear that in 1967 it was 
not at all evident or predictable whether the delegates would accept 
with a large majority or not that the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius 
were ~he very base of our way of living and doing. How could they if 
worldwide only a rather small minority so far had had the chance of 
expetjencing the power and key importance of true Spiritual 
Exercises? Quite a number of the delegates (and their fellow sodalists 
at home) had practically no real idea of what the Spiritual Exercises 
would give them. Thus, it was to me like a miracle that the vote was 
clearly in favour of adopting the Spiritual Exercises as "specific 
source" and "characteristic instrument of our spirituality" (GP 5). 
Maybe the decisive moment was the contribution of a delegate from 
the United States: after several contributions saying that Spiritual 
Exerojses from more than three days were absolutely impossible for 
committed lay people and even for many priests, he just came up with 
his witness: "For me facing day by day many challenges as father of 
eight children and in my work as a surgeon, it is crucial to have that 
opportunity of eight days of Spiritual Exercises every year". 

As to the other question, the new name to find, there was almost 
unanimously the feeling that a new start with the GPs would be much 
easier with a new and appealing name. But which one? There were 
several proposals, yet one was clearly favoured by many: "Christian 
Life Communities" in line with "Association Vie Chretienne", the 
name chosen years ago by the French communities which were quite 
strongly marked by the Spiritual Exercises and Ignatian spirituality. 
They were happy to share the name with the world wide community, 
however only if this one adopted the same understanding of our 
charism. Thus the vote for the new name was not only in no way a 
decision against Mary (as some people pretended afterwards) but a 
confirmation of what we had just decided in adopting the new General 
Principles. 

Take, o Lord, and receive .... give me/us your love 
and your grace 

The m,ost touching moment of the Assembly for me and maybe for all 
of us was at the offertory of the closing Eucharist, when a young 
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Japanese delegate handed the fruit of our search, the adopted text of 
the GPs, to the Lord. 

The forty-five years since then have shown that the Lord took serious 
what we had offered and that He has transformed our desire into a 
graced history with much growth (including pains of growth) and 
visible fruits. 

Looking back to the beginnings as we have done now and seeing "His 
love and grace" at work so far we can continue to trust in Him for he 
next steps of CLC, in Lebanon 2013 and the years to come. 

30 

Ingeborg v. Grafenstein 
CLCGermany 





-
CHRONOLOGY - RECEr 

1948 1949 1950 

World Events 
State of Israel 

._ Cold War~ ~ 

Church Events BIS SAECULARI 
Holy Year 

September 27 

Society of Jesus International I 
meeting SJ from I 
40 countries ~ 

Pope Pius XII gives Urgency of 
Itinerary an important stimulus Cooperation on 

Marian Congregation- to the renovation of Permanent 
CLC the Marian International 

Congregations Basis 

Cl'.l Place ] 
.D 
8 
<!) 
Cl'.l 

Motto Cl'.l 

<!'. 
'"O ;:::: Participants 0 

:?.: 
Conclusions 

Lay 

World 
Ex co 

Assistants 

World 
Secretariat 

International I 
Continental Formation 

courses 



:STORY Olf WORLD CLC 
951 1952 1953 1954 1955 

KordWar 

Pius XII 
rld Congress Eucharistic 
r the Lay Congress in Marian Year 
oostolate Barcelona 

m Baptiste Janssens, SJ 
1ssen 
' SJ World 
iat 

Statutes 

Intl meeting presented to the 

DRAFTofthe 
Pope Approval World Federation of 

statutes 
of World Marian Congregations 

Federation 
July 2 

Rome 
Gregorian 
University 
1st Congress of the World 

I Federation of the Marian 
Congregation 

Starting point of a 
worldwide renewal 
Jose Ignacio Lasaga y 
Travieso (Cuba), Pina Patti 
(Italy), Luciano Gauvin 
(Canada), Elizabeth 
Rchstiitter (Germany), 
Sanna Wettstein 
(Switzerland), Julian 
Pascual Dodero (Spain), 
Antonio Santacruz 
(Mexico) 

Arch. Joseph Felix Gawlina (Varsow) 
Louis Paulussen, S.J. (Netherland) 

I 



-
CHRONOLOGY-RECEN 

1956 1957 1958 1959 

World Events 
Hungarian 
Revolution 

Pius XII 
Church Events Vatican II 

convocatior 
Jean 1 

Society of Jesus 

Itinerary Wo 

Marian Congregation-CLC Exchang 

Place Newark, rn 
Vl 

Serious an Q) 

"O :..:::: Motto 
- .D renew 5 E 
~ ~ Participants Vl 

-< Draft new 
Conclusions 

common ru 
Jose Ignacio Lasaga y 
Travieso (Cuba), Pina Patti 
(Italy) , Luciano Gauvin 

Lay 
(Canada), Elizabeth Rchstatter 
(Germany), Sanna Wettstein 

World (Switzerland), Julian Pascual 
Ex co Dodero (Spain), Antonio 

Santacruz (Mexico) 

Assistants 

World 
Secretariat 

International I Continental 
Formation courses 



STORY OF WORLD CLC 
1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 

Independence of the African Countries 

John XXIII I Paul VI 

Celebration Vatican Council II 

:e Janssens, SJ Pedro Arrupe, SJ 
XXXI General 
Congregation 

ieration of Marian Congregations 
en the national federations and the Rome Secretariat on the main features of the 

General Principles 
Bombay, India 
Aligning GP 
with Vatican 

II 

President: Antonio Santacruz (Mexico) 

I 

seph Felix qawlina (Varsow) 
Paulussen, S.J. (Netherland) 

Edith Westenhaver (USA) ~ 

I 



-

CHRONOLOGY - RECK!' 
1967 1968 1 

World Events 
Students An 

Movement the 

Church Events 
Evan~elii nuntiandi 

Society of Jesus 

w 
CLC Itinerary New General Principles, Since 1968 s 

New Name, New Progressio in re 
Juridical structure. Acies Ordil 

Place 
Rome 

Domus Pacis 

</} Motto Aggiomamento 
~ 
.D 
8 38 Countries 
Q) Participants </} 140 delegates </} 

~ New Name: CLC "O 
I:: Renewed vocation: as laity, 0 

~ 
Conclusions 

rooted in the Ignatian Spirituality, 
in community and at the service 
of justice and peace. 
Foundation of Lay Secretariat 
President: Eric P. Mathias. (India) ; 
Helmut Reiner (Germany); 
Mary I. di Fonzo (USA); 
Josette Beaubien (Canada Fr); 

Lay Federico Videla E.; 
Lucien Gauvin; 

World Arthur J. Conley 

Ex co 

Assistants 

World 
Edith Westenhaver 

Secretariat 
International I Continental 

I Formation courses 



STORY OF1 WORLD CLC 
1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 

) Military Coup in 
1 Chile 

Paul VI 

Pedro Arrupe, SJ 

deration of Christian Life Communities 
'70-'76: Survey. Formation Process in CLC 

of 

Santo Augsburg, 
Domingo Germany 

Communal CLC: a community at 

Delibeiation 
the service of the 
liberation of all men 

22 Countries 40 countries 
68 participants 170 participants 

A crisis and Openness to the world by presence, by 

challenges. action and by collaboration with all 

Amends to the GP. 
persons of good will, and solidarity 

Appro ed by the 
with the very poor and the oppressed . 
The importance of a formation rooted in 

Holy See in 1971 the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises 

President: Roland Calcat President: Roland Calcat (France); 
(France); Vicepresident: Fred Vicepresident: Fred Leone (USA); 
Leone (USA); Secretary: Secretary: Hildegard Ehrtman 
Hildegard Ehrtman (Germany); (Germany); Treasurer: Josette Beaubien 
Treasurer: John Parsons (Canada); Consultors: Jose Luis 
(England); Consultors : Jose Luis Velasco (Spain), Nicholas Roorda 
Velasco (Spain), Josette Beaubien (Netherland), Ben Sim SJ (Philippines), 
(Canada), Carol d'Souza (India), Youth: Peggy Telscher (USA) 
Fr. Jose Luis Esquivel (Antilles) 

~ons. Rene f<udet(Canada) 
.Nicholas Rieman,S.J.(USA) 
is Paulussen,, S.J. (Netherland) 

Josee Gsell (France) .... 
I 

I 
International Course 
in Rome 

I 



CHRONOLOGY - RECE1' 
1975 1976 1977 

World Events International 
Women's Year 

Church Events Paul VI I J 
Holy Year 

Society of Jesus 

XXXII General 
Congregation 

CLC Itinerary 
World Federation of Christian Life Comrr 
CLC accepted in the United Nations 

Place 
Manila, 
Philippines 

"' Motto 
Poor with Christ for better 

] service 
.D s 

Participants 
161 participants 

Q) 

"' 3 7 Countries 
"' ~ to be grounded in concrete 
:9 ..... situations, open to be touc 
0 

~ Conclusions 
challenged by the reality o 
in order to respond to the 1 

the times and to collabora1 
construction of the Reign • 
President: Marte Vinzons 
(Philippines); Vicepreside 
Hildegard Ehrtman (Germ 
Secretary: Magdalena Pal• 

Lay (Mexico); Treasurer: Jose 
Esquivel SJ (Antilles); Co 
Madeleine Alix (France), 

World 
Julia Migliaro (Argentina 

Ex co 
d'Souza (India); Youth Cc 
GianCarlo Murkovich (It~ 
Mons. Rene Audet (Canac 
Fr.Nicholas Rieman, SJ (l 

Assistants Louis Paulussen, SJ (Ne 
Justo Gonzalez Tarrio, SJ 
Latin America Assistant 

World 
Secretariat 

International I Continental International 

Formation courses 
Courses I , 2 and 
3 in Manila 



[STORY O]f WORLD CLC 
78 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 

Identification 
I of AIDS virus 

aul I I John Paul II 

I Martydom of Mons. I Labo rem 
Oscar Romero Exercens 

Pedro Arrupe, SJ 

Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) Ictus Fr. 
XXXIII 
General 

was founded. (Nov/ 1980) Arrupe 
Congregation 

!S 
Towards a world community 

CLC World -
Community 

Rome Providence 
Villa Cavalletti USA 

Toward a world community at The Call to world 
the service of one world community (Micah 6: 8) 

154 participants 113 delegates 
35 countries 44 countries 
Should we now actively strive to become a Do. you feel called NOW, to 

l world community? : become a world community? 
)Of Yes: 23

1 
No: 7, Abstentions: 6 Yes : 37, No: 0, Abstentions: 2 

f The vote results in a lack of consensus. The Clear confirmation to become 
! question will remain until the next World a world community. 

Assembly. 
President: Tobie Zakia President: Tobie Zakia; 

(France/Lebanon); Vicepresident: Vicepresident: Josefina 

Fred Leone (USA); Secretary: Errazuriz (Chile); Secretary: 

Magdalena Palencia (Mexico); Marie Schimelfening (USA); 
) 

Treasurer: Brendam McLaughlin 
Treasurer: Brendam 
McLoughlin (Ireland); 

(Ireland); Consultors: Clara Julia Consultors: John Milan 
II MigliaJo (Argentina), Setsuko (Canada), Wilfred Perera 

Nagashima (Japan), Wilfred Perera (Sri (SriLanka), Felicitas Katepa 
Lanka), Gian Carlo Murkovich (Italy) (Zambia), Paco Sanz (Spain) 
Mons. Rene Audet(Canada) Peter Hans Kolvenbach, S.J 
Nicholas Rieman,S.J. (USA) Patrik O'Sullivan, S.J. 

~ Justo Gonzalez Tarrio, S.J. (Peru) (Australia) 
Patrick O'Sullivan SJ (Australia) Timothy Quinlan (Australia) 
Sidney de Souza, SJ (India) Youth Assist. 

Josee Gsell (France) 

I 

International 
Course Sp.Ex. 
in Rome 
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CHRONOLOGY-RECEN 
1984 1985 198 

World Events 

Church Events 

I 
Society of Jesus 

World Christian Life 
Starting poi 

CLC Itinerary as Apostolic 
Community 

Place 
Loyola 
Spain 

"' Mary mod ~ 
mission." ..0 

8 Motto 
whatever l (1) 

"' you" (Lk 1 "' <!'. 
134 deleg< "O 

Participants ;::::: 
50 countri 0 

~ CLC finds
1 Conclusions in Missior 

President: Tobie Zakia (France I President: 
Lebanon) ; Vicepresident: Vicepresii 
Josefina Errazuriz (Chile); Secretary: 
Secretary: Marie Schimelfening Treasurer: 

Lay (USA); Treasurer: Brendam 
Consul tor 

McLaughlin (Ireland); 
Consultors : John Milan (Canada), 

World (Canada), Wilfred Perera 
Ex co (SriLanka), Felicitas Katepa 

(Zambia) , Paco Sanz (Soain) 
Peter Hans Kolvenbach, SJ Peter Han 

Assistants Patrik O'Sullivan, SJ and Timothy I 
Timothy Quinlan SJ (Australia) 

World 
Josee Gsell (France) 

Secretariat 
International I Continental 

I Formation courses 



lSTORY OF WORLD CLC 
1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 

Falling of Breakup of Independence 
I Berlin Wall Yugoslavia State of Soviet 

countries 
John Paul II 

I Christi.fide/es 
laici 

Peter-Hans t.olvenbach SJ 
Assassination lgnatian 
ofUCA Year 
Jesuits 

munity: One community for the service of one world 
:LC Renewed GP 

andGN 

Guadalajara 
Mexico 

mr I CLC at the 
service of the 

s Kingdom (Jn 
~8) 15 : 16) 

I 

14 7 delegates 
56 delegations 

entity Renewed General Principles GP 
Confirmed by the Holy See on 
December 1990 

am McLaughn (Ireland); President: Brendam McLauglin 

)Sefina Errazuriz (Chile) ; (Ireland); Vicepresident: Maria 

Schimelfening; Clara Lucchetti (Brazil) ; 

ny Martyris (India), Secretary: Ingeborg von 
I Grafe stein (Germany); 

oin Hui (Hqng Kong), John Milan 
ntonio Cordoba (Spain) 

Treasurer: Anthony Martyris 
(India); Consultors: Jose Maria 
Riera (Spain), Eadaoin Hui 
(Hong Kong), Mary Nolan 
(Australia) 

~nbach, SJ Peter Hans Kolvenbach, SJ 

SJ (Australia) Timothy Quinlan SJ (Australia) I 
Julian Elizalde (Spain) since 1991 

I 
Jose Reyes (Chile) 

I I I 



CHRONOLOGY - RECEN'1 
1992 1993 1994 

World Events Treaty on European International Year d 
Union War and genocide i; 

Church Events 

Society of Jesus 

CLC Itinerary time to evaluate ho 
community had bei 
the revised GP 

Place Hong Kong 
CLC Community) 

"' "I have come to br 
~ Motto Earth and how I w 
.D s blazing already" 

Cl) 

"' "' ~ 
Participants 

165 participants 
"O 59 delegations ;::::: 
0 Communal awarer ~ 

Conclusions 
about Where is CL 
World? And What 
for Christ? 

President: Brendam President: Jose ii 
McLauglin; Vicepresident: 1\ 
Vicepresident: Maria Treasurer: Vitali 
Clara Lucchetti ; Secretary: Ingeb 

Lay Secretary: Ingeborg von 
Consultors: Joh< Grafestein ; Treasurer: 

World Anthony Martyris; (Australia), Viet 
Ex co Consultors : Jose Maria *Alberto Gossw 

Riera, Eadaoill Hui, assembly 
Marv Nolan 

Assistants 
Peter Hans~ 
Julian Eliza 

W Secretariat Roswitha Co1 

International I Continental 
' 93- ' 94International Farr 

Formation courses 
Encounters (IFE) : Came1 
Ecuador, India, Italy, Zir 



[STORY Olf WORLD CLC 
.995 1996 1997 1998 1999 
Family 
anda 

John Paul II 
I Mother Teresa dies I 

Peter-Hans Kolvenbach SJ 
XXIV 
eneral 
~regation 

forld Community 
world "TheCLC Common Mission 
live out Charism" 

Itaici, Brazil 
.. 

Deepening our Identity as an Apostolic JSSIOn 
! to the Body - Clarifying our Common 
rere Mission "CLC, a Jetter from Christ, 

written by the Spirit, sento to today 's 
world" (2Cor 3:3) 
198 participants 
54 delegations 

ercise Defined our common mission in the 
1day's 

I 
context of our world. 3 areas of mission 

we do Christ and Social Reality, Christ and 
culture, Christ and daily life. 

liera (Spain)l President: Jose Ma. Riera (Spain) 
lara Lucche ti (Brazil) Vicepresident: Mary Nolan 
ifiagas (Phil\ipines) (Australia) 
p Grafenstein (Germany) Secretary: Brigitte Minier (France) 
aert (Belgium), Mary Nolan Consul tors: Ana Maria Aguirre 
naka (Zambia) (Chile), Daniela Frank (Germany), 
Jruguay) was co-opted after the Victor Kachaka (Zambia), Levi 

Matseshe (Kenya), Ronnie Villegas 
(Phillip in es) 

ach, SJ Peter Hans Kolvenbach SJ 
Spain) Fernando Salas SJ (Chile) 
~rmanv) Gilles Michaud (Canada) 

'98-2000 Magis 1 Formation course 
for laity in America Latina 

I 
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CHRONOLOGY-RECEN 
2000 2091 200~ 

World Events 1st World Establishmel 
Social Forum Criminal Co 

Church Events Johr 
Holy Year 

Society of Jesus P1 

World Community 

CLC Itinerary 

Place 
"' Cl) -.0 Motto a 
Cl) 

"' "' -< Participants 
:9 ..... 
0 

~ Conclusions 

President: Jose Ma. Riera (Spain) 
Vicepresident: Mary Nolan (Australia) 
Secretary: Brigitte Minier (France) 

Lay Consultors: Ana Maria Aguirre (Chile), D 

World 
Frank (Germany), 

Ex co 
Victor Kachaka (Zambia), Levi Matseshe 
Ronnie Villegas (Phillipines) 

Assistants 
Peter Hans Kolvenbach, SJ 
Fernando Salas SJ (Chile) 

World Gilles and Leah Michaud 
Secretariat 

International I Continental '02-'04: 
Formation courses - sessions -

meetings . 



:STORY OR WORLD CLC 
2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 

:eml Tsunami in the 
Indian Ocean 

lII I Benedict XVI 

I I Deus Caritas est 
i:ans Kolvenbach SJ 

Jubilee 
I Year 

World Community as Lay Apostolic Body 
Lay Apostolic Body that shares 
responsibilit ' for mission in the Church 
Nairobi, 
Kenya 
Sent by Christ, members 
of One Body (lCor 12:12) 
167 participants I 
57 delegations 
An Apostolic Body that shares responsibility for 
mission. 
DSSE: Discerning, Sending, Supporting, Evaluating 
President: Daniela Frank (Germany) 
Vicepresident: Jose Reyes (Chile) 
Secretary: Leah Michaud (Canada) 
Consultors: Levy Matseshe (Kenya), Chris Micallef (Malta), Lois 
Campbell (USA), Rita El Ramy (Lebanon), 

·a), *Sandra Chan (Hong Kong) and Mari Carmen Mora (Ecuador) 
were co-opted after the Assembly 

Peter Hans Kolvenbach SJ 
I Alberto Brito SJ (Portugal) 

la) Guy Maguinzi (RD.Congo) 

! in Latin America International 
Leadership 
Course, Rome 
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2008 2009 
World Events Global financial and .. 

economic cns1s 
Church Events 

Caritas in 
Veritate 

Society of Jesus 
xxxv 

I General Congregation 
World Communit 

CLC Itinerary Guidelines for 
Formation 

Place Fatima, Portugal I 
Journeying as an apostolic body: our 

Motto 
response to this grace from God 

"' (Mk 6: 30-34) 
. ~ 
.D a 192 participants 

I 
Q) Participants "' "' 66 delegations 

<!'.'. 
"O Confirmation of the call received in N airo 
i::: We recognised our "unity in diversity" as 0 

~ community and our charism and potential 
Conclusions 

instrument in mission. 
We became aware that the faithful living 
becomes a prophetic sign to others . 
President: Daniela Frank (Germany) 
Vicepresident: Chris Micallef (Malta) 

Lay 
Secretary: Lois Campbell (USA) 
Consultors: Edel Churu (Kenya), Maurie · 

World (Australia), Rita El Ramy (Lebanon) 
Ex co *Jean Paul Biruru (RD Congo) was co-01 

Assistants 
Adolfo Nicolas SJ 
Alberto Brito SJ 

World 
Guy Maguinzi (R.D.Congo) I Secretariat 

'07-'09 Magis 3 in Latin America 
International I Continental '09 Leadership Formation Course in 

Formation courses Africa. (in July Africa Francophone 
and in Nov. Africa Anglophone) 

-• 
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JTORY OF WORLD CLC 
2010 2011 2012 2013 

luekes in 
Arab Spring Civil War in Syria 

f.lnd Chile 
edict XVI I Francis , 

Pope Benedict I 
abdicates 

Adolfo Nicolas SJ 

I 
Jay Apostolic Body Jubilee Year 450 years of 
and Society of the Lay Ignatian 

; in the Church Communities 
Lebanon 
From our Roots to the 
Frontiers. "This is my son, 
The Beloved. Listen to what 
He says" (Mk 9:7) 

cteristic of our 
Dwerful 

our vocation 

I 

z (Mexico), Christopher Hogan 

er the Assembly 
Adolfo Nicolas SJ 

Luke Rodrigues SJ (India) 

Franklin Ibanez (Peru) and Sofia Montanez (Colombia) 

'11 -' 13 Magis 4 in Latin America 

I 
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