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Editorial

e e T e T » SN R

story of Chnstian Life Community (CLC} begins, This is why Lhe
decision (0 cclebeate the jubilce year of the d3{th anniversary iz in
itszlf alrcady a big siep in the matunty of our connwnity.

Il. 1% N 2@y 1o da sewneching 23 simple a5 Tying 1o specify when the

There are many signs that confirm that CLC recognizes and accepls its
history with gratitede and pride. The announcement of this jubilee year
hax brought great joy inte he work! commwanity. Many evenis have been
organised worldwide such ax the pilgrimage from Liege 10 Rome {April
2013 ane even the oext XV General Assembly that will ke place in
Lebanon with the matlo “From our Roots to the Fronoers™ {30h July to
fth August 2013}

If it were fGom the paint of view of the npome, we could say (that CLC
exists since [967; bul that would (gnore the fact that the commumity has
been the: heir of centuries of wadition.

From the puinl of view of Ionalisn imprinting, oue origing would be
linked e the comversion process of Ipnatios of Loyela m 1521, Howewver,
this £vent does ot directly refer to the communiry process.

B0 wo could consider our keginmings Gom 1534 when lgnatiug aml his
companions tounded the Society of Jesus, but although this lact refers to
4 community o does not have a direct copnection U a lay conutimity
itself,

This s why some tecognize the staning poeint of CLC in the fiesl lay
communilies that were formed by the early Jesuits sach as Feter Favee in
1540 in Parma of Tgnatios himself in Bome in 1547, Albough we nuuse
not ignore the influence thal these frst groups provide for (e
consolidation of Ignatian lay commuonides, the ongin ceally is ooly in
1563 when the young Belgian Jesuit Jean Leunss foonded a comumotily of
sudents of the Reman Cuollege. This (itse community, the Pritie Primana,
guickly became the model (o be replicated around the world as Mardan
Congregations or Sodalitics of Owe Lady, recognized officially as lay
communities of lynatian inspiration.



CLC i3 the renewed form of these Conpregmions/Sodalives, It arose ool
of the call of the Sccaond Vatican Council W respond to the chailenges of
out Church and the role of the laity i the warld of wday.

The celebration of the ¢3h anniversary of our conmmunity 15 el smoply
an sccount of histodeal facts that has brought us iogether bol an wleal
oppartumity ¢ decpen our onderstanding of the gift and relevance of our
particular wentity, wocaton and mission.  Recalling our hislory is
profitable ot only For out own communicy but also for the whole Tpralian
farmily and the Church. It can teach us imporamt lessons regarding
collsboration with the Jesuits. deepening owr role in the Church and
providing bedter service in the workd as lay witnesses of Christ's oaassion.
This anniverssry i5 3 preciows opporumity (o recagnide our graced history
down the centuries and how we have been :nmum%:d and puided by the
Spirit, Indeed we realize thal God Works Like Tt

With this Propressic supplement dedicsted to our history, we wry to give a
senxe of unity 10 our histery of 353 years: 3 history thal has been
unintermupled and inspired by the Spirit of God. Above all we wish 1o
highlight the steps taken by the Workd Community in s recent hisumry.
In this way we can be betigr preparcd to assumne in a more cortumittad
manner the challenges for CLC in the fulure.

May our contemplaon of the history of CLC inspire vs we visualize the
contribution that lgnatian Lay people can offer 1o the future!

Sy Morrafer
Editor

! Refemence ta the docoment of Peulussen 5),"Ciod works like thar”. Progressio
Supplcment Mo, 14, 197G
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The origins of the Marian Congregations

nol jusi granimanans, humanists, philesophers or thealogians, bul

also good Cathulics, indeed troe Chrstian knights, Lh the rmem] and
religions education of the young, the Roman Collegs (RC) applied
literally what was prescribed 1n the Constitulion of The Saciety of Jesus:
“Partcnlar atfention meads o e given fo ervure thit those wha come 19
learn the aris at the Socienys University also Sourn pood and Ohrisiian
habite: comfession af feart monphly, doily Mass, Begr @ homily every
Sureday or day of abfigadion ... mot fust for e soke of form, but 1 help
themr develop ingrained rabiss™ (F. 1V, £ 167

Saint [gnatius conceived and organized Jesuit edocation ta produce

The practice of 51 lgnatios and his companmons in soiing up devolional
godalities to prowide confirmation and comtioualion af lhe benefits
obained From the aposiolates, owe ther arigin to the multple effoct of
lhose wpostolates. ™o 622 of the same Congtitulion enumerates the
criteria 1o be applicd in choosing the place and form of the apostolic
wurk.

The fourh crterion deals with the Manan Congregation, a wock of great
aposiolie, rocial and even political impact. The actual words are; Since
ghodness is mone divine the more universal i 15, preferonce should be
given to persuns and places, who unce spproved. can provide Lhe widest
possible spread of that goodness to the largest nomber of Dllowsrs or
subjects ... Howevet, the rise of the Sodalities of Mary (MUY was so
malural and sponmaneouws that hardly anyome  gave any  paticular
inpartance o the early shoots,

The Roman Todleps developed a Sodality of Mary project that envisaged
ils establishment in each college or school and in all the countries. In the
same way that the RO estsblished the noms for all educational
establighments. the Sodality was the seal for spintuel influctwe.

"0 the Constitetion of 1he Sociery the lank congregation is Synonymus with
‘conunumty”, O, Const.1, |19, 14, 184, 835, &0, TSy BT
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The first pigee ¢f inlormabon comes 1o us throwgh a leter of Fr Polanco,
30 June 1563, where he makes reference 1o the devolional practices of the
youngest stedents of rhetoric (Polanco Compl, 1, 375) The following
vear [19 July} a mention is made of o siable and organised association
whose memtbers once consecraled w the Blessed Virgin, undertake {0
confess once 3 week and to receive Holy Communion every first Sunday
of the month. The other devational acts for the young members were Lo
attend Mass duily, meditate for an howr, recile the Rosary, pray Our
Lady's office and do some charitable works.

The Belgian John Leunis (1532 — 1584)

The founder of these firt Swdalities was the young Belpian Jesuit, Juhn
Leunis, whi was a Grammur wacher for leve| six or younger. In 1564 Fr
Leonis left the RC on prounds of 11l healih. By the time Fr Eitore
Leanslla had sweceeded hun, the Sodality had established decp rons. A
Folantco leter of 1570 refers o two sodalitics dedicated w Our Lady
organised for extems Polanco explains thal aovng the older members
there was o group of Len “of higher age and erample™ who were sapesied
(o deal and resolve matters penimining Lo the sodalities. Fach one of them
had to B¢ in charge of & given groop of members to provide them with
gownd company and thus help them advance in Lheir lite of vire.

The Canonical establishrnent of the Sodality

The apostolic suceess of the Manan Sodality al the RC was much
sdeoired. Others stanted imitating the model and in just a fow years we
sews the Tlourishing of sodalities i many more Jesuir centees. The frst
copy the model were the Crerman College, the Bomuen Seminary and the
English Collepe, Cnce the students of thess colleges relumed home, they
sel up sodahities in their own conptoes. We see in 157 the foundation of
the Sodality of Lima and then another one i Mexico City in 1575

Clandie Aquaviva amved at he conclusion thet he should express w
Jregnry XII the desire that the Pope should give canonical structure to
the arganisatior, and 0 ensure that all e sedalitics sstablished 2nomnd
the world were united with that of the RC. and on which they would
depend spirimally.



The Pope Boncomypagni accepded the propozal amnd throogh a bull
Omnigatentis eccfesiae’ ooiablished the first Sedality named after the
Annuneiatim of the Blessed Virgin All wher sodalities had w unite to
this first one to enjuy the benefits,

Fr Caravita’s Oratory

To beiter understand the pastoral dimension of the apoestolate ol the RC,
it 15 megessary o mention the St Frameiz Xavier Oratory, sometimes
known az Fr Caravilta®s oratory. This oratery was cstablished in the frst
decades of the sevenieenth cenmury by Fr Marco Auntobio Cuostans and
the youny Tesuil Micolo Promontonio. Tn parallel they were involved in a
very important urban apostolate encoutaping lhose who heard them w
practise the zacraments and v invite them to attend religious services and
listen Lo seTmons. :

[n 1617 this entire apostalic work passed to Fr Piemo Caravita, who was
it charge ol the Manan Sodality when be was also entrusted with
responsimlicy for the urban mission and the onalory. After collecting the
necesgary funds he Luilt 2 vast oratooy which was named atter kim. [L iz
ned by accident Lhat Fr Caravita remained at the head of the sodality for
triome than )Y years.

The apostalate continued wilhoul intermaption thanks to the dedication of
otler Jesuils frpm the college, anvone whom wete Framcesco b, Gallue
and Antonje Fillippo Orlandi and others. One must remember that the
Collepe church of Sainl Ignatius was itself an active centre in the spread
of devoton by Saint Joseph. One mmust algo bear it mind that the
devotional prsctices were sccompenicd by a large number of chantable
works,

The Lay natare of the Congregation of the
Annunciation

The first Annunciaticn Sodality within the RO was a lay orpanization.
The co-ordinator was clected from among the older members. In Lhe

' 5 February 1543
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sume Way the Jesuit “Father' was chasen by the members. His
appointment was confirmed by the rector of the college for ‘the
leadership of the Congregation’. Thiz leadership was concemed with the
spinal mther than the prachcal side of the sodalities” work, To
demonstrate the luy nalure of the Manan Congregation and s
independence from the Society of Jesus we zhall refer o a story that is
somewhal anecdofal but none the less very significant.

In 1773 Pope Clement X1Y suppressed the Socicty through a bull
Demims ac Redempror, As a rmesolt of the dissolution, the Socicry,
wgsther with the sodalities, was entrusied to a commisgion of cardinals,
It wag then that the Congregalion of the Nobles, based al The Gesth, sent
a mobe [0 the conmyssion o remind the candinals that iF the members of
the Congregation lost therr propery they could no longer exercise theic
privilege of choosing their Spicitual Father. It was only in the Comman
Rules (1355) that the term “director” list appeared. This term replaced
that of ‘the Society of Jesus Father' whose role was excluzively spiritual
and that of & con fessor.

Uniil the suppression, the Sodalities were linked to the works of the
Society and ultimately subject o the Father Ceneral. He had the power (o
associate the sodalives 1o the Prima Primaria and the suthority to draw up
Common Bules. Al the cnd of the eighteenth century most of the
sodalitics were under the avthority of the bishops. However, with the re-
constitution of the Jesit Institule in the mineteenth century (Sieffeciiudo
Clminnen ecclepiaram §1.08.1314), the Society recovered the nght to
establizh Common Rulcs, the power to affiliate to Frima Primaria and the
irnediate leadership of the sodalities linked o e Jesuinl worls,

The Sodalities and the Spiritnal exercises

Despite the obwious Marian character of the Sodalities, the Spintual
Exercises provided substaniial elements to the devotional life wnd
charitable works of their members. There s historical evidence on the
influence of the Ignatian Spinitual Excrcises. For example, the Sodaliry of
San Antomio de Valladolid (1885) required those applying 1o join to
practisc them ag a preparaion before joining. Al the same fime in
Cologne memberz helped others to do the Exercises. In 1612 one of the
sodalities in Naples porchased a hivuse specifically intended for doing the
Exercises. In the same citv Fr Vieceneo Caralia, 2 falure General,
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inzisted on (he need of a solid formation in the school of the Spirimal
Exercises,

And Fr lparraguime mentions in his Hisroria de fos Efercicios that by
1599 there arve pumecous examples from Spain, ftaly, Germany, Fromce,
a2 well as Japan, of members of the sodalities being formed in the
Spintual Exercizes and cncouraging others o do the same.

One of the lesuils who was beld in high repard for his holiness and
suceess it the socigl Aeld was Fr Francesco M. Galluzzi (L6T1 - [T31L
To him we owe pumerdus works of charty in Rone such as the Hospice
of the Immaculate Conception which welconwed poor and abandoned
women for a centary, Ancdher Jesoit, Fr Cheolomo di Sants (17[7 -
1765), founded a Sodality dedicated to working with street chaldren,

Personal and cchgious foctneton, devorion, aglive commilment and
charitable works represented the key foundetions of the Sodalivies of
bary. This work his hed & profound influence on Catholic culture in
tduy’s world.

Mirned Colf 85
Fomiifical Cregorioe Liniverrit



450 Years of Ignatian Lay Communities
45 Years of Christian Life Community:
A long journey of developing and
deepening our specific identity

{General Principles. And in 2013, we are looking back on 450 years

since Jean Leunis 5) founded the “Prima Primaria”, by gatherng
students in the Roman College to share with them the lpmatian
charisrm. This “double fubifee” confirms thet CLC can be fully
understood only in the context of our roots going back to the times of
St lgnatius of Loyola. Alrcady ripght from the heginning, Ignatius of
Loyola, and subsequently his first companions gathered lay people (a1
that time only men) to share with them the spinwalicy founded in the
Spritual Exervises ond t cooperate with them in the aposiolate.

In 2012, CLC celcbrated the 45™ anniversary of the approval of its

In all these decades and aven contunes, innumerable persons hawve
received the call to follow Jesus Chnst as lay people inspired by ihe
Spinitwal Exercizes in community, Their penerous day 6o day response,
theic individual and communal discertunent and theie commitment to
this way of hife in the Choreh made CLC what il 18 now. We thank
God whalebeartedly for their lives and their responses e our Lond's
call — and personally, | am very grateful lor their sharing of the graces
received, the Jimatations and challenges Faced, the struggles sone
therough.

The apostolic orging of CLC: The Marian
Congregations

It was the Belgwm Jesuit Jean Lewnis, who, in the 1360's, browght
togcther a group of sindents in the Roman College to prepare them for
apostolic activities in (he City of Rome. His desire was to deepen the
aimns of educalion of the Roman College, which was definiely a
10



European Centre of profound academic lgrmation, of science. research
and culture, marked by the apirit of 51 lynatioz w search for God inall
thingy. Thus, e proups of students came together to inlegrate all
dirensions of their lives, their acadermnic studies and their Christian
lwith, Obviously Jean Leomis 3] had special talents to encouwrnage and
guide them in their jouwmey onder the guidance of Mary as their patran
saint — leading them Lo becoming the Manan Congrepations: "L duo
vel fres comgregall sunt™ .., where fwo or three ave garfiered in my
marre” ML, 18:20]. An impedus for this name came from a fresco in the
Chapel of the Roman College of the Aanunciation 1 Mary, intepgrated
in the inystery of Incamation, lollowing one of the key comemplations
of the Spirilal Fxercises.

In [363, the "Prima Primaria” was lounded, the first community of
students aimibg al living the lgnatian churism as lay people in
cornmunity, The dife of these Manan Conpregations was marked by an
intensive spintual lite with weekly corununily mectings and an agtive
apastalic involvement, that was ropted i a fetvent search for new and
effective rexponses to the religions, social and political needs of their
times.

From 1565 owwards, Jean Leunis 8] travelled to hund pew
congregations. And only a few years later, there were almost no Jesuit
Colleges in Eurepe and the mission areas emirusied w the Society of
Jesus without Marian Congregations. These proups of lay people
herame a main pillar of the works of the Jesuils anddl, for a long peciad
of ime, contributed to the rencwal of the Catholic Church following
the spurit of the Tndentinian Cooncil (] 5451563

Just a few days after the death of Jean Lewnis 5], Pope Gregory Xill
confirmed the Congregation of Rome as the Head of all Manan
Congregations (| 584/1585), The "Prima Primaria” was to ensure the
umity and authenticity of the Marian Congreganons, As the ficst lay
assacigion in the Charch, the Manan Congregalions were granted the
right af sell-govemment From a juridical paine of view, they were
under the Gieneral Superior of the Society of Jesus. An imporiant
msruimend to suppeert the woity in the same Spint and the aothenticoily
of the hfanan Congrepalicons were the firsl Gemeral Rules of 1587, pm
together by the General Superior Fr, Claudins Aquaviva based on the

11



capiriences of the groups wn Rome, These General Rules, that would
he valid for pesrly fhrec centunes, proved o be an important
gotierstone for the dynamic developments of Maran Congregations
world-wide,

Unal 1773, abour 2300 groups were affilialed 0 the Maran
Congregations. 1773 is the year when Pope Clemens X1V abolishes
the Society of Jesus and their apostolic works. At first, this also
included the Marian Congregaiions, but afler a few months, they were
re-tatablished, now under responsimlity af the local bishops. This
decigion caused an enortaous growth of the Manan Congregations — in
1948, 20,000 groups exist but separated from their onginal tspiradon,
Thus, they developed in the Church as a mass movement, devaoted to
Mary, And untl today, many people would identify Maran
Congregations  with this wnage- The original intention, of an
integration of all dimensions of life, rooted in the spirituality of St
I gnaiis, community life and aposiolic service, got lost.

"Go back to your roots™

In 1922, the process of rencwal inspired by the onginal aims of the
Manan Congregations began, Fr. Ledochowski, then Superior Genepl
of the Sociely of Jesus, convened a meeting of Josuils working with
Marian Congregations which included approximately 5% of all
exizting groups. 40 Jesuits from 19 countries came together, 1o reflecy
ghout the possibilitics of doing samcthing for the cestoration of the
ariginal spiril, bemnyg aware of the fact tha the Marian Congregations
were closely connected with the Jesuits feom their very beginning. As
a result of this meeting, a contral segrelariat was foundsd in Rome - at
the service af Jesuits and the Maran Congregations.

Pope Pius X1 followed the efforts of this central secretanat with great
interest, He did all he could do w support the renewal of Marian
Congregations. In 1948, he published an "dpostedic Constiturion"
called "Fis seaenda”, stressing the original Ignatian identity of
barian Congregations and calling all groups to retumn (o these origins,
rooted in the Spintual Exercises of 5t lgnatius, As it was the Pope
who made thiz call, it committed the whole Church - and not only

12



those groups who had continued to be connecled or those who were
reconnecied  with the Seeicty of Jesus, With s Apostolic
Constitution, Pius X1I gave an ofientabon lowands the Tutere and
offered some guidelines on lay apostolate. Thus, he definitely opened
rew horizons!

How was "By Saccafari™ 10 be put intd practice? To plan concreie
staps, it wonald be important that nol only Jesuits but also lay people
come topether to cooperate and share their idems and reflections. To
support s cooperation, the central scoretatiat — under the headship of
Fr. Louis Paulussen 8 zince (951 — al the request of representatives of
Maran Conpregations preparcd statwbes for a permanent intomational
vontact between the gyroups. With the confimmation of these statutes by
the Pope in 1953, the World Federation of Manan Congregations was
officially founded.

{Connected with an international congress on the occasion of the
Marian Year, in 1954 the first world aszembly of Manan
Conpregations ook place in Rowme, during which the laity themselves
mitiated their process of renewal, tking over the responsibility again
and clecting a first World Executive Council. With great enthusiasm,
Manian Congregalions in many ceuntnes re-discovered their onginal
wty, [n {959 in Newark (U3A), members looked for ways o renew
the Marian Congregations and adapt them 1o current requirgments. The
delegales wore ready b accept the clallenges and deeply desired a
profound remewal according tu the original ingpiration of Manan
Congregations.  First steps  bowards  developing new  “Genera)
Principles™ were laken. Both, Fr. Paulusscn and Fr. Tapssen, Supenior
Lieneral of the Scciety of Jesus, were awars that, canonically, only the
Superior General would have the right e ssue new rules. But, Fr.
Janssen strongly supported the move forward o an indcpendence of
Manan Congregations — cofulirmed by the Holy See only cight years
later bw approving the new General Principles of CLC.

Retuming i b oniging means L re-visit the roots and re-discover and
aapt their spirit to currend realities. There is no need g re-invent the
whee! but 1o teflect carefully on how the onginal inspiration of the
Marian Congregations can be lived ioday. What does Igmatian

13



Spiriwality, community life and apostolic service mean now for the
individual member but alse for the group?

A first challenge was defimirely the rediscovery of Ignatian
Spirtuality, In (he early 195(0%, right day legmatian retegats and, later
on, even the [l 30 days Spintnal Excrcizses were given to lay people
for the first time with grest swecess in the USA. Eventually, odher
continents oflered lgnatian retreats o lay people. Jesuits and ather
theologians helped the barian Congregations b re-connect with the
Spinitual Fxercises as the Toundation of their spinhuality and to deepen
their understanding,

In 1964, it would have beca possible to present the new Gencoral
Principles to the delagates’ assembly taking place in Bombay. Bul, in
the midst of TT Vatican Council, the imporiance to wait in onder o
allow the World Federation to approve now Statukes which would fully
correspond o the outcome of the Council of Renewal for the whole
Church was ¢vident,

New General Principles and the change of name:
Christian Life Communities (CLC)

Cunng the g Assembly of the World Federation ony Ociober 1967, the
Final draft of the new General Pronciples devetoped throngh a worid-
wide consublation since the end of 1959, was presented o the 140
delegates from 3% countrics, Quite a number of amendinents had sull
to be discussed. Each sentenee was voted on separately, in onder o
come i a full agreement on the whole texl which would cupress a new
‘beginning. Finally, uh Oct 21, the purticipants, moved by the Spirit of
our Lord and influenced by the rediscovery of the Ignatian sources and
by Vatican 1, approved the full "Gemeral FPrinciples® It was an
cxtensive programme of Toggiomamicnts” for this 400 years old
arganization,

14



The preamble can be seen as the core — not just an
introduction:

“I. In_lfifimens af hiz promice, God Beeame mon, born of Mary in
ordpy re give fimself contimuaucly o all men and imvite aif men (o give
themselver corfinuousiy fo him in ond with Chreizt This it of God 1o
mes and gf mea fo Cod, woved By the Spiril, s afways condittoned by
rhe circimstances of each siteation, Therefore, we members of the
World Federation af Christicn Life Comtmiuniries have compeied these
Generpl Principlfes i aid us to give mirselves alwaye more perierousiy
fo Coud e foving and serving oll manking in the wortd of feday.

2 Because our movement is o way of Christian lfe, these principles
are: (o Be Trlerpreted mat so much by the letter af this fext bur rather by
the xpirid of the Gospel amd the tnterior low of fove, This law, which
fhe Spirii frscribes In our fearts, expresses iself amew im egck
situation of daily life [t respects the wnfyuemers qf eack persenal
vecalion and cAachles s to be open and free, always ai the dizposal af
God Jt challenges wx to See our grave vesponsibilities, it afdy ax 1o
seek consiant) the artwers 1o the needs of owr Fimes and o work
together with the whole Peaple of God for progress and pence, jusifce
and charity, liberty and the digaity of all men "

The first part coocretises the characteristics of the way of life:
spirituality, community, uniry with the Church, service for justice and
peace, inspiration drawn from the Gospel of the poor and humble
Christ, unjon with Mary. In the second pan, the elements of e way of
life are outlined in more detel, Paragraph 11 summarizes how the
three pillars of spiniuality. aposiolic service and comemunity mark and
inspire the [ife of 2 mermber,

"I This way of life commity the condidate, with the help of the group,
s strjve fior o cuntinudl dnvelopment which i3 spirineal, apostolic and
Mummarr. [0 practice thiv invalves ! freguent and even datly pavticipation
it the Eucharistic Sucrifice, an iRlermse sacromentel (e, dafly praceice
of persomy’ prayer expecially ol Based o Soored  Scvipfure,
dizeernment By memns of o doily veview of ome’s Ui amdf reguiar
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spiritucd olivection, o gnnual interior renewad it accardance with the
sources of owr spiritselity, a love for the Mother af God

Furthermore, & requires of coch member sitgplicity in all aspects
tiving in order lo folfow mere closely Christ i hiv poversy amd
preserve imerior liberty in the midst of the world. It demtands of him
an apestalic commitment, especially to the renewal the institations of
society, and an effort fo sirive to develop humar gualities amd
professionial skifls s¢ av o become cver more competent ord
CORVIRCING i his witness.

Fimafly, ench ome lakes wpon himsell the responstbiliny  for
pewticipaiing in the meetings and acrivities of the group. and cach
kefps and emcourages the other to pursue ks personal vacation,
afwidvs ready to give apd to receive fratermad advice and oid "

The jurdical requiremenis roflecied the "mew spirit™ of the General
Princaples as well: It would no looger be the Prima Primana in Rome
and the General Superior of the Sccicty of Jesus who would accept a
local community or national federation as member. but that role would
novw £e5t on the repional and world Federanian.

To this day, witnesses of this 1967 Assembly coolionally share that
the approval of these new General Principles scemead o be a mirecle —
in spite of their long and profound preparations. Strugeles continued
Lp o the last phases of voting as to whether it was really possible and
would correspend to the Spirit of renewal w apt for such a radical way
of life. Finally, i was those lay people who had lived the renewal as
ingpired by Pope Pius X1 who, threugh the sharing of their own
gxpericnces and witnessing of the fuits in their family, professional
and apostolic life, paved the way to 3 communal ™ Fes™.

When the new General Principles were brought 1w the allar at Masg
after the concluding vole, it was akin to sealing the way the Sodualites
bad been pauded duning the pasi ycars: Through the transforming
power of (God, these words would be filled with Spirit and Life for all
Sodalities in the word. O March 235, 1968, Pope Pawl KT confirmed
the new General Principles far & trial period of three yearx. Che March
3 197), they were finally approved by the Holy See.

It



Tinally, the 1967 Assembly also decided to change the name: Many
countries had underlined that it would be impossible to live a profound
renewal while keeping the name of Manan Congregations, Many
groups had looked for ways b express the renewal but the final name
for the world Federstion ibul not gutomatically for all affiliared
groups’} as “Chretiar Life Commuynjties" came from among the
participants. Thws, CLC siarfed o fife their rorewed vocation: as faity,
ructed i the fgnation Speiwituality, i commnity ancd af the service of
Juslice and peace.

In the following years, the enthusiasm of 1967 was pul to test al
varions levels: tensions on the pant of members, cnticism and
resistance from somne Jesuits as well as from some bishops. But despite
such ret-hacks, by the next General Assembly in Sanie Dominge in
1970, it was clear that there was no going back. After acknowladging
the ideal in the new Cieneral Principles, after having accepted the
concept of our vocation and the clements of the cormesponding way of
life, it was necessary to humbly take small steps in human and spiritual
development - as individuals and ag community — to live this vocation.

For Sante Domingo, ¢.g., it was planned wr carmy through a comnanal
discernment of decision-making, » mue "deliberatis” buat it simply did
nil work The delepates were supposed to siudy the rele of CLC in the
cnigis of the Church and in the challenge of development, but instcad
they lived the ensis. In lact, the catastrophe of this Assembly weighed
heavily on the participants as well as on the Executivg Commitlee,
Yet, in 4 spinmal sense, it proved to be an imvitation and provecation
that facililated an ensrmous lcarning process.

Avcordingly, the following 1973 Assembly in Auvgshurg was designead
in & way that would help the delegates o grow mito the way of life of
{CLC swp by step. The theme "CLC o community at the service of
fiberatiun of the whole pervon oud ell persors™ was an answer to the
challenge trorm within and outside CLC. For the ficst tme, a 14 days
international formation course preceded the Assembly that was
attended by two (hirds of the 170 delegates represeniing 40 countncs.
Thus, people could expenience both  CLC formanon programme
{which would offcr a model For formation it local and nanonal levels)
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as well as familianry as members of a world-wide communiry. Based
on the chosen theme, the assembly led the delegates tu concrele points
of direction and action:

=  Commitment 1o the transformation of political, economi, social,
cultura! and roligious structures, wsing discernment @ determine
priorities and metheds of action,

+ Openness 1o the wocld by presence, by action and by collaboration
with all persons of good will, and sohdarity with the very poor
and the oppressed:

= Recognition of the capital importanee of a formation rooted i the
Spiritual Fxercizes and in the cultures of the different countmies;

» A community life in which sharing and munusl help cxtends o all
communities, 10 olher nations and o the poar.

During fhe next General Assembly in the Philippines 1976, the theme
"Poow with Christ for a Beltcr Service” called o mind qur social
responsibility and becanve more alive than ¢ver. Again, the Assembly
was combined with formanon courscs before and sher, including
cxpasre experiences in the shims of Manila and a Spiritual Excreises
vetreal, The immediate connectedness of formation and scrvice with a
clear option in favour of the poor was not just a concemn for discussion,
it was a concrete expericoce marking the delegates, the Assembly and
the follow-yp processes lived at national and local lovel

At all levels, CLC looked for ways to decpen both the individual
spirtus] growth procass as well as the group process, following the
dynamics of the Spiriual Faercises of S Tgnativs, It was imperative
to be groumded I cimdtete sitwations, open w be touched and
challenged by the tealiry of the poor it our couniries and in the woeld,
in arder to respond to the needs of the times and to collaborate in the
construciion of the Keign af God.
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From the Federation to one wotld Community

The fruits of the proccsses lived became vigible in Rome "7Y. I was
eviden! that we belonged together mere deeply than the word
"Federation” expressed, The Assembly could move torward "fonwurds o
warld communily ol the service of eme worfd”, but not all narional
federations could yel agree, Three years later, in Providence 19832, the
commun scarch resulied in a clear "Yexr" fo "the Call o World
Commonin™

The Assembly of I'rovidence was not only topic-wise focused on ONE
world cornmunity, but thers was a living out of this warld conmunily,
bonging 1o birh & new sense of communion. This included, on the one
hand, a grealer awarencss of and parlicipation in the community, on
the other it opened up wwards comnmunal discernment, looking for
ways of a commem response to the demands cmerging in particular
sincations, Dunng the years following Providence 1982, CLC being
OME Community converted nreality, opencd itself to i mission
percedving it. for the firsl Lime, a5 3 "camimon mitian ",

Conzequentlv, the Assembly of Lovela 1986, bringing together
delegates [ 50 couniries, fieused on apostolbie mission: "D
whatevey He 1elfs pou — Mayy, Model of our Mizsion®. Sypported by
the grace of meetny in that place whers [gnativs himself expencnced
his comversion wands a decper relationship with our Lord, CLC
received a confimaiion of s ideatily s rooted m the Spintual
Exerciscs of St [gnating: sent in mission in union wills Christ poor and
humble and mn imitation of Mury — in freedom, poverty and solidarity.
Sent on mission by ihe Lord and His Church, CLC alsg "recogmised
that we are not able to be faithfil 0 our mizsion withew! situating it in
the conlext of our community, fecling vRal & it the antire communiny
which Is senl, prited in mind oad heory " (The Grace of Tavola "856)

Four years later, in Guadalajara (Mexice}, the community was invited
1o rellest more profoudly on s being “ar the service of the Kinguons™
as a Iniksivnery community of [gnatian laity in the Church, with a deep
personal sense of mission and with a growing commung] involyenwent
in mission. Also in 1990, revised Geonerzl Principles were presented
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which reflected the being ONE community {instzed of a world
feaderation) and the experiences hived and the challenges received since
1967, Through she deliberations and vetes on these revised Frinciples,
CLC not only thankfully faced the graces received, but also s
littations, humbly acknowledging that we sill need to lcam ecter
how o be led by God's Spinic both as individuals and as a2 Workd
Communily; "#e have experienced a grace of knowing ourselves as
moved e the desive o serve Chrict i the wark of the Kingdom, amd
we furve Beert comfivmed im this call. A1 the same fime, wi iave come 1o
dmow ourselves ag shlf in need of greater wnity and spivitual freedom
ar a cortmynity of disciples © {The yrace and call of Guadalajara '20}

In 1994, delegales and observers from 5% countnies met in Hong Kong
ae "CLC — Commanity in Mission™ wiih the purpose and goal of the
Assembly being an examen of conscience a5 60 mission on 2
commamily level. Having gmwn a5 conumunity over the wears, CLC
also desired a deepening of understanding of where it was being called
a8 compunity 1o develop. The grace received during this Assembly
revalied again the need tor a decp onpeing conversion with regard o
mission: "As g World Comptumity we have fo integrate seciaf realities,
with all their problens and chaflerges. more ond more inle our fife
and action, (-..) I8 SPIRIT, who governs history, moves M8 fo recd
ihe sions of the times and prr ima preactice our spirinul experience ax
a service for building fustice and peace. We have to live this moet orly
ir wordy but i deeds and ia druth."

Answering the eall to become an apostolic body

Locking back o the processes lived in £LC dunng the past docades,
onc might be remmded of the image of an unfolding Tower.
Everything was present right from the beginning but onlby step by step,
deeply rooted im ones specific sources, tespecting the thythm of cach
comrnunily and the charactensties of the respechve periods in history
and reading the signs of the tdme, the “flower" will come w Full
blooming. Alrcady since e midst of the 80, "conumon mission” was
an iggue in CLC. During the S0, the awarencss of bemg an apestolic
community deepened and was finably taken up by the 1998 Assembly

20



m Maici {Brasil), when the waorld community fwewsed on "Deepering
our identity es an Apostolic Body — Clarifiing our Common Misséon®,

The discemment process of the Asseinbly, preparcd o the national
cominunities, was focused on threc areas of growth i Christian hife:
Christ and cultwre, Christ and social reality, and Christ and daily life
Looking at the lgnatian crittna for mission, the newls we perceive in
the fields salecied and at possibilitics of fostering the Lay-Jesuoit
collaboration, the process resulted in discovenng three areas of
tnisgion and a set of negcszary means for this mission:

"Firsd, we wanl o bring e feecing power of Christ to our sackal
realify. Secondly, we waet 1o fing Christ ta all owr veried cuftures and
ta et His grace ifumimeee off that reeds ransformation. Thirdfy, we
wanr & five Cheist 5o as o bring Him o every aspact of ewr deily fife
in the world.

These three oreuy of mission were enlightened by the spiritval souvee
Witich monrishes and empowers us for mission. the Spiriwal Exercises
Which help wy do grow in Christier life. [n addivion, we musr atiend to
our uwa formation for mission, 5o Mt owr comminity may gver
became a more ffeciive inchrument of Service”

The final document “Owr Common Mission™ includes a broad range of
¢ritenia and onentatdonz for the semice and mission of CLC at s
different levels, and guidclines conceming the means of nur comunon
mission. Following ihe Assembly of Itaici, i many national
cotemumities, new apostolic initiatives were undertaken or those already
developed by individual members or the conurumtics were revisited,
based on the "Common Miszion™ of CLC. In this process, a fimdamenial
question came op: Naic gave an important input on the WHAT of our
COMLITH TISESION uniting w5 ax world community, bur what chamgctenzes
the way we live our (common) mission, Le. the TIOW?T

In Tusici, the expression "apostadic body™ was already being used, bur
to develop s meaning in daily practice more profoundly was the
specific focus of the Nairebi Assembly i 2003 Omly there, the
community “felt coafirmed in cur coll to hecome & luy apesiolic bodv
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that  shares  roespomsibilify  for  mission  im the  Church”
{ Recomrendations Nairohi 2003 as pubbished in Projects 1243

Under the theme "Serw by Cheist, members of one body”, the word
eomimunity had a profound look at the consequences of living that call
al all levels. As a key for sharing responsibility in mission ax an
apostolic body, we defined the four sicps of disceming sending,
supporiing and evaliiaiing (FISE). In community, we discem the calls
we reccive; it is the community who send us w Jive (e dizcerncd
apostolic service and who supports it. Afier finalizing the service or,
afber centain periods of Ume, the community evaluates the mission with
the person or the group sent. Thus, even an individual semvice becomes 2
oo meission”, as the whole community shares responsibility for it

In order to live and act as an apostolic body, CLC needs to revise s
structures and procosscs 50 as 1o better respond to the call received.
Among the comerstones, our concepl of formation and our way of
leadership need to be particularly siressed, as well as cther aspects
such us g regional cooperation of promotion of advocacy for social
Justice. The world Exccutive Counci! was asked to develop ways and
structares 1o suppord the world community at all levels, OF course, this
15 not only an on-geing task and challenge st the world level, but also
one for national communitics and the existing regional coordinatian
structores. Last but not lesst, this also 15 & challenge for the local
EToups.

Five yrars later, the world community came together at Fatima to
review (he paths twavelled: “Joumeying as an Apostolic Body: Our
response Lo ths grace from God”, Owr shaning of what we have lived
arvl the discernment of our cxpeniencées and challenges resulted in 2
clear confirmation of the call ceceived in Nairobi. The asscmbly also
acknowledged the dynamic of DSSE practiced on all levels as the
means to build the apastalic body, This o was a sign of our fidelity
1o the arientations of Nairobl, We recopnised our “unity in diversity™
as charactenstic of our community and our charism and potentially a
powerful mstiwnent in missicn, We bocame aware that the ficthiul
living oot of owr vocation becomes a prophetic sign to others 2.2, n
arcag as family ife, dignity of crestion and the envimnment, or Feeling
wilh the Church. We felt called For a closer idenbfication with Chnst's
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mission to bring the pood news to those who are “excluded™ or
“gmangers” - sharing with them cspecially the experience of the
Spiritual Exercises and inviting thom to join cur communities. Al we
realised the urgent need 1o widen and despen networks of joint
discemment and action al all levels — fostering especially our
cellaboration with the Society of Jesus,

Beanwhile we are preparing for our 2013 world assembly in Lebanon,
“From our Roots to the Frontiers”™. We inlend to bndec the 4501h
anmiversary of lgnatian lay communities with the joumey we have
travelled together cspecially since lNaici 1998, confirming our identity
as a lay apostolic body, and affimuing gue desine bo respond o the
sipins of the time, ready to crose borders and touch new groopds.

Collaborating with others who share the Ignatian
chansm

The Jubilee in 2013 mvites us to look back at our history and
rccognise with joy and gratitwde how the fundamental pillars of CLC
{and previcusly Marian Congregation) way of |ifc [gnatian Spirinalicy
— Community - Mission have been re—confimmed through the processes
lived. In each stage of our history, we were called o decpen a different
aspecl — e in the firsl years of the renewal it was our rxAedness in
Ignatian Spiritwaliry, ¢nd of the "70s and beginhing of '80's it was the
communilarian dimension of our vocation. At each stage, it has baen
crucial not ko forgel the other pillars. When focusing o our apostolic
sEFvEne, MIESIOn cananol be andersiood withou! being finked with the
Spiriteal Exercices ard the comwtanmiéariz dimension of owr way of
fife. Accordingly, the formation process of CLC also interconmects
these three dimensions, assisting the individual towands integrating
his'her faith with their lives. The local growps, but also the wider
commumity at national or regional levels suppord and continee the
dynamics peowerated by the Spintual Excreises, leading us to an
cssentially aposiolic life. Even when apostolic service is offered on an
mdividual basis, the service is always parl of the mizsion rcocived in
CLC. In this sense, our mission is always communal — participaling in
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the mission of the Church (scc also “The CLC Charim™, revisced
version of 2001).

CLL is an ignatian vocation. The charism and spiriuality of CLC are
lgnatian. Thus, the Spintual Exetcises of 5t lgnativy are both the
specilic source and the characteriste instument of CLC spintuabity,
lzading to the integration of faith and lifc in cvery dimension:
personal, social, professional, political and ecclesial. CLC mwembers
live Ignatian spinuality in community o the local group, at the
natioma| level and as 3 world communiy, The support of the others
shariny the same vocation 15 eysential for our human, spirtual and
apostolic growth. In addinon, (he community izelf is a constitucnt
element of the apostalic service and witness of CLC, being cssentially
a community for others,

CLC is a lay vocation. Dunng the Nairoba Asseanbly, focusing on CLC
a¢ a lay apostolic body that shares responsibility for mission in the
Chuwrch, we paid special aticotion to the collaboration of CLC and
lesuits. As CLC, we are wvery grateful for the gift of [ghatian
Spintuality that JTesuns have generously shared with us Ellowing the
example of 5t lpnatius. Jesuits helped us to rediscover the lay
capression of lgnatian Spirtuality when we moved from Manan
Congrepations to CLC and their support has made possible the
¢ylablishment and strengthening of communities in many parts of the
world, One way of collsbomtion between CLC and Jesuils arg the
services Jusuils offer to CLC as Ecclesiastical Assistamis. This
cxpression alse underlines that CLC is a lay community govemed by
the laity. The Ecclesiastical Assislent {& Jeswit in most, bot not
necessarily in all cases) " working In collabaration with other feaders of
the community, & principally  responsible  for the  Christion
develogment of the whole community, and hefps its members grow in
the weys of God, especially throwgh the Spiritue! Exercisen. [n virtue
af the mission giver him By the hierarchy, whose anthority fie
represonts, he olvp has speciad responsibility for doctrinal and
pastoral concerns wnd for the harmony proper to o Chrisdan
commaain.” (Gencral Principles of 1990, #14) Thus, he cooperates
closely with the elecied persons; he forms part of the Faecuuve
Council and is asked fo contnbute his specific competence bal has
amung the leaders no dominant role to play.
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In Mairobi, the desire of CLC be respond to the call of becoming and
acting as an apostolic body, points to the second dimension of
collaboration between the Society of Jesws and CLC W s towards
collaboration in the apostolic fizld. fostening a growing parmership of
bith apostolic bodies including joint discernment ard common
activilies.

in their last General Congregation in 2008, the Jesuits also rellected
exbensively on their apostolic collaboration with athers', mentioning
CLC as one of those Ignatian inspired autonomeus associations they
share a spuritual bond with. The Congregation expressed the desire “to
continue to support CLC in its joumey towards cver greater apostolic

effectiveness and collaboration with the Sociely™.

Although the desire iz clear for both Jesuits and CLC, we siill have a
long way te go. For CLC, this perspoctive is first of all a challenge ta
deepen our own identity and o grow in matunity: spicitually, as a self-
responsible community, in our aposiolic services lived ss 4 cotminon
mission. At the same ome, we should tot hide what we have to offers
our experiences of [iving our daily lives as Iynatian lay peoplc, the
specific talents and charisms of our members, our presence in the
professional, social and pelitcal ficld,

Looking arcund the ylobe, many conercte expenéences of collabaration
with the Jesuns a8 well as with other members of the [gnatian family -
[gnatiah congregations and other lay groups inspired by the Spirital
Caercizes — could be stressed. Wany activities wake place in the ficld of
spivitwihty; formation courses and maiming programmes offersd for
Spinmal Guides, CLCers cooperating as Spintual Guides in Centras of
Bgmatian Spintuality, administrating Socicty of Jesus retreat centres
ete. From both sudes, we appreciate comnon aclivities and discover
new possibilities W cooperate in apostolic initiatives - incleding the
lgnatian Advocacy Networks. This facililatcs oot only a maore effective
service but also results in mutsal enrichment and the decpering af
ane’s own identity be it as e religgous or lay person.,

Y Eme GO 35 - Deorce b Callabarstion al the Heart of Mission™
*ecrec &, 27
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A an lgnatian family, we haye a lot te offer w the Church and to the
world, In our communities, be it the Socicty of lesus, CLC or other
congregations and organisations, we can rely on a grcat vanety of
expertise and cxperiences, on a profound Ignatian formation and
availability, and a deep commitmem "o work for the reform of
siructures of socien™ (General Principlez 83d) in unity with the
mission of the Chuwrch, Bach concrete common apostolic activity will
help us to develop a deeper undemstunding of collaboration and the
specific vocation and identity of cach one of us as individuals and as
conumumilies, shanng our conuton Ignatian coots, And this ofters us
the opporunity to be signs of hope, presenling ways of cooperation
berween lay and religious in communion with the Church.

Danreda Frarmk
Fordd CEC Prestdent
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Walking gocs

How [ experienced the step from Marian
Congregation to Christian Life Communides at
Roma 67

experiences as delegate ot the Roma's7 Warld Assembly?

After a [irst. spontaneous ¥es, £ iy, dosbis arcse in me:
Would it be possible to re-awake my memories of 45 years ago when |
attended this decisive trunsition meeting as one of the o youth
delegales of my country? Al that time, | was a stodent, ¢ager to
become a teacher, and meanwhile | just fimshed my profeszional life
due I age. However while eeflecliog on that very special moment in
this “histary of grace” where - in the terns of GP 3 - “we five tiis wey
of our christion fife in fovfid communion with afl those who have
precesded us”, | realised how misch it slsoe was guite 3 special moment
inmy own ke mnoand with CLC and how wiuch some aspects of thozsa
five days in Ovtober 67 have left lasting traces in my memory and
heart which Lam glad W share with you.

Cnuid Yok share with us soete of vour impressions or

“All over the warld the spirit is moving™

A fimt and overwhelming expetience for me was the richness of
diversity of languages, nations, mentalites, which we were breathing
in at every mmomeni: People of five continents {not yet from Anxmalia)
sharing and discussing, struggling and laughing, eating and praying
together, gave me a glance of how breath-taking, wonderful and
gometimes burdening o worldwide conmunity could be.

It gave me — one vear afler the closure of Yatican 1l - a realistic taste
of the young and spirt-filled face of the Church all over the world,

Thus the “Rord work side” of this encounter - we had W consider,
discuss and vote on 150 ammendments on the last deaft for new ' Rules”
or — i the new language of the proposed texl — for new " Cemera
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Princimles™ - never prevailed. How exhausted we were at the end of
each of day, we were sware of deing more than prepanng a dacwment,
we felt responsible to find the tight way 1 live more fully and in a
more authentic way the charsm entrusted to us by the Church and
confirmed as a big challenge ahead ol us by the Pope himsclf as Pius
X1 had done in his Apostclic Constitution “8is Sceculari™ in 1948,

Not without hard wotk and mnch patience

Being aware of this helped us a lot 10 overcome tiredness while
listening the whale day to the contmbutions of speakers from 32
natioms, whether wy English, French, Spanish, alian, Genman — ar
mostly to the respective franslatrs. And not all speakers did espect
the Yimit of maximuom cight onnutes (1} per contribution. With 2 smile
1 remsember the moment when the translator inte English — instead of
going on with hiz task — gave the comment: “The speaker fs jusd
repeating the same phing”. As the final drafi in owr hands was
everything clse than a mete paper from the World Secretariale but the
result of a four years long consultng process within the national
federations, everyindy was well prepared, had his well based opinions
and maybe his well cherished blind spois_ . and everybody was in need
of Giod’s own Holy Spinit o overcome all thiz and to make us find s
will. Perzonal praver and the Eucharistic celebrations were crucial
tnomenits for this. And He succeeded| A last stumblestone showed up
when at the £od, afier having closed the vaees on cach paragraph, we
wert aboul 1o vote the whole text and one country opposed becaust
they didn’t agree with a detail already accepted by the Assembly. So
we had to go back - end thanks to God — came owl with a good
solution. The new “Gereral Princimias” wepe bomn!

What was at stake?
Among the many details w conzider along the way T would like w
fcus on two jssues of major mportance: the role of the Spiriruad

Evercier of Saimt fgmetiys for oue way ol lite and our tossion — and
the mew g 1o find.
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For us welay in CLC it may scem strange to heac thal in 1967 it was
mot al all evidenl or predictable whether the delegales would accept
with a large majority or not that the Spintual Exercises of §t, [gnatius
were the very base of owr way of living and doing. How could they if
worldwide cnly a rather small minority so far had hed the chance of
expeniencing the power and Key importance of lrue Spinitual
Exerciges! Chuile a number of the delegates (and their fellow sodaliss
at home) had practically no real idea of whart the Spiritual Excrciscs
would give them. Thus, it was to me like a miracle that the vote was
clearly in favour of adopting the Spirial Excreises az “specific
saurce” and “eharoctodistic instrument of owe spiriaelin” (GP 5,
Maybe the decisive moment was the contribution of a delegate from
the United States: afler several conmmibutiots sayving char Spiritual
Exgreises from more than three days were absnlutely impossible for
commitied lay people and even for many priests, he just came up with
his wilness: “For me fecing dav by day manp challenges as farher af
cight children and i1y work as @ surgean, It 55 cructal e have that
cpportunily of eiphi days of Spivituct Fxercices every pear’.

As 10 the other question, the new pame e find, there was almost
unanimously the feeling thal g now stant with the GPs would be much
eagsier with a ncw and appealing name. But which ang? There were
several propozals, yet one was clearly favoured by many, “Chrisfion
Life Communitics” in line with “Assaciation Fie Chretignne”, the
nama chosen years ago by the French commumities which were quite
strongly marked by the Spirthual Caercises and [gnatian spirituality,
They were happy 1o share the name with the world wide communny,
however only if this one adopted the same woderstanding of oor
chansm. Thus the vote for the new name was nol only in no way a
decision aguinst Mary {as some peeple pretended afterwards) but o
confirmation of what we had just decided in adopting the new {iencral
Principlcs.

Take, o Lord, and receive.... give me/us your love
and yeuor grace

The mest teuching nmoment af the Assembly for me and maybe for all
of ug was a1 the offertory of the closmg Bucharist, when a voung
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Japuncse delegate handed the fruat of our scarch, the adopied woxt of
the GPs, to1he Lard,

The forty-five years since then have shown that the Lord took serious
what »e had offered and that He has transformed ouor desire into 2
graced history with much gowih (including pains of growih) and
visible fronis.

Looking back to the beginnings as we have done now and secing "His

feve amd groce” at work oo far we can continee 1o must in Him foe he
next steps of CLC, in Lebancn 2003 anud the years 1o come.

frgebors v rrafmeitn
L (ermany
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