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Editorial

n 2071 we celebrated 40 years since the publication of

“Justice in the World” - the final document of te Synod of

Bishops in 1971, This document asserted that justice is an
essential dimension of faith, Never before had any church
document affirmed this so clearly. A little later in 1575, the
Society of Tesus, in fidelity to the changes of the Second Vatican
Council and led by Fr. Arrupe, adopied as the mission of the
Society of [esus “the service of faith of which the promation of
justice [s an absolute requirement” (GO 32, d.4, n.2). This was a
corunitment that had been growing steadily owver the wyears,
inc::ni'pﬂrating a cultnzal change that was rooted in the renewal
intiated by the Coancil.

The wlhole Tanatian [amily accepled this commitment to work
for justice. lgnatian Religious Congregations began living
among the poor. The commitment was also scen among the
Jesuits thetnselves, among lay men and women in general and
the Christian Life Commumity (CT.CO) in particular. It was a
spedal way of proclaioung e compassion of God al a time
when the credibility of the Church had suffered many sefbacks.

We want to decpen aur nnderstanding of -jushice today withio
our shared Ignatian perspective, CLC and the Socicly of Jesus
share a comumen desire to promate justice. This is done throuzh
discomment, reflechons on the meaning of justice in different
circwinstances and through conerete initiadves in mission.
Hence this issue has been jointly prodoced and will be released
simultaneyusly by Progressio, the inberoational fowrnal of CLC
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and by Fromotioo Tostibae, the publication of the Jesult
Secretarial (or Social Justice and Ecology. Bome.

The first article by Tom Greene {a Jeswit from the Uniked Seates)
Slonas ww Fhe commitment to jostice has been developed in
successive Goeoneral Conpregations, Tr thus throws light on the
prezressive growth of this concept in the Jesart tradition.
Franklin Ihafez (a member of CLC Feru) reflects on Ehe variows
diftiansions of justice. This reflection enables us to discover the
seope of the conospl and arrive at its olfimate consequeences.
Eaul Gonzalez (a |esuik frotn Spaind has written Jucidly on 'the
importance of making the term opermtional and spelling out
ways B implament iE This is necessary if justice has to move
beyond mere rhetoric and hbecome part of cor mission and
practice. Finally, Mary Nolan {a iwember of OT.C Aostralia) b
written an account of her leng commilment Lo justio: fooo Bhe
prrsooal experionce of hoer family life, Her expenienaes help Lo
deepan our reflection.

We also wish fo add sinall stories of Jesuits and CLC owmbers
svho parrate m a fresh and lively manner theie personal
comaritnent to justice. Thew also iluminate these personal
experiences with reflections,

We hope that these pages will help us rellect on our mission
and comaoit oorselves daily to the God of Lite and to His
friends, the poor.

Franklin Ibafor : Fatxi Alvaree %
Exescubive Secrelary, C1LC Feeretary for Justice ond Ecology




Observations of the Social
Apostolate, Justice and the Decrees
of General Congregations 31 to 35

L et 1]
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Tom Greene 5)
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This arhele provides a brief description of the treatment of justice
i G5 31-35, odfers ten observationa and 1eflections related 1o
contemporary etforts nf the social apotnlate to promaote justics,

and concludes with a consideration wf the parollels bebwoen
gpirttuality and justice for CLOCS W considet.

ng  would e Tard

pressed to Al a Jesuit

WA WATE of the
coounitrwent b the Mservioe of
faith and proomotion f justice”
made in Doctes Faur of G057 32,
which has become part and
parce]l of aur lesuil Tesponse
wlen we are ashed b deflive e
contempirary  mission of the
Sociery. LU 32 made  the
maplemmentaiion of the  Decess
und promotion of jushoe the
reapamaibility of all  apostolic
sActors af he beciedy, not rolely
the okt of  the Social
Apostolate. This has been a
great blessing for our oomporate
IigRion s Al 2ectors have Deen

tasked with promoting justice,
anl in penerl, hiave
ciithusiastically  emlwaced it
Huweever, romcally, Decree 4 -
“the justice decree” - has alsn
led b a lack of Jlarity about the
justioe dimension of b socml
apostolale and  pethaps a
dirmcrustunent Of LS oission,

This article iz nat inkznded a5 sn
“us"  versus “therm”  angoneent
tar the social apostolare. It is
clear that the majority of oor
vducativnal metibations,
pariches, metreat heoses  aned
other  aposiolic warks  have
crnbraced the call o promnte

justioe im seone form. TE one




inquires f savmenme within one
af these apogtolic soctees, e
eadily offers an example nf
howe he promotes jusice in s
roitusteniil efforts. For snae et
promuohion  entails palitical
aolidarily whearein ths person ot
mahitutien takes o sbince on
legislation  affecting the poor.
while for others it inwvolves
teaching stodents the "poshice
documents” of the Society. High
stlwols and worversitivs hold op
immersion programs as their
miqudel tnr promeding justice, o
pont  te semvace howr
requiremants for graduabion. A
Tesuit al & retreal houwse oflers 4
munthiv 3dass at a coonty jail as
his sway of promating justice.
Are ol of these cgually walid
ways of promoting justive? Ace
sHME ministrigs truer t the
pestice ddeals af the documents
of wenwern]l conpgregations? A
ditferent apnstalic secrors called
tr  uliffering  expressions  of
juslice? E do not prelend o be
the arbiiter of these gquestiens,
and 1 believe that there are
many walid wavs in which
justice may be promoted. 1 ses
foy mch pyidenag of [eanikz
and lav collaboratons feoome all
sueckars doingr justice work o
argue for any coertain method,
and it can he a distraction o
qiebble  mver such ihings.
Howvrever, | da wish tw highlizht

the =pecific walue which the
social apostolate brings to juctios
cffrrts of the Sociely. and vrgs
all  apostelic sectars b
contingally  reexamine  the
anthenticity of its eftorts K
promate juatioe e Lght of beas
thoey cuntorm tin th
understanding  «of  justice  as
acticidated i e docaments of
Ce 31 throogh 35

Thiz article provides a  brief
description of ke treaiment of
usboe i SOs 31235, offees e
abservatioons amd  reflections
related 1o conremparary affarts
af  the  seoml  apostolate  ta
promete jualice, and eonclodes
with & consideration of the
parallels  betwesn  spirimaliny
andd jiestice far CLO o considear.

Justice  in  Geneizl
Congregations 31-35

ST M pives dhe  sowial
apustolate 4 specific justice
mission "t strive directly by
every andeavor to build a fuller
expression of justice amd charikye
iode e slewg<iures of Tuan Liks
[Drecree 32750977 mwl dedicotes
DCuecree 32 bo ity implementahem.
floraver, o subsequent
Congragation  owplicitly  ad-
dressess Lhe social apostolate, nor
referiraes ibs paorticular oicdite
Frund in 050 31,




Rathee, GC 32 proclaims the
promotion  of  justice s an
“absolute regquileement,” and e
“inteprating  factor®  nof el
trumisteies, which pequires oor
justice efforts to  be  total,
corpoTate, rooled in faith and
multiform (Tavres 4/53-57.) The
Cotgregation S EaZes
*social invalvernent amul
solidarity with the poor” buat
the  term justice @ lett
ambguous  and  undetined,
which, 1 elieve, has important
implications for the  secial
apnstolate,

Ferlups os o nsult of the
ambiguity, (C 33 desired
corfinnabion and clarfication of
Cegee 4 and admits the
inlerpreiation of ike [recree has
at  times  boen fiocormplete,
slanted and pnbalanced™ {Jeanit
Life i Bission Today, 414)
The  Joruments  of  the
Coogregation reond  Jeswits
that the promotion of justce is
nut exprgsded by a Mdigincarnake

spiritualison nor ceerely secalar

ectivisrn” wud the maawies of e
Comgrregeation teveal "a wish fur
a guite brief statement that
woald comtinin dinectiie
guidelines, criteria... and soms
evaluation of the application nf
Dhecree 4, (Jeswrt Life and
Miseion Today, p. 430)7 It is
debatable a5 o whether 1he

SCHA] apoatnlats recaives
directive  juideliows i the
docurents, The decrees da

comtain d wereral exhortation for
pagtoral and spiritual ministries
“to srencthen the fisth Ehal
does justice (Decres 1540 and
stross the  importance of the
educational  and  intellectual
apostalates m e peormotion of
justice (7.} Flowever, there is no
equivalent stakment regarding
the social apustolats, nor s there
an acknowledgrent of jts role in
the promotivn of pustice.

. 34 reaffirms the strggle for
justice  asx  “wize and posdl”
(LeTee 153 and “renews the
cormnutoent” to a vison ol
justice that i “desply rooted” in
the Christian faith and which
“transceods notions of Justice
derived trom ideology. phileso-
ply, or  particular . political
movements (Decree 37/52- 530
The  fCongregation  introdoces
“naw dimensions” aof jusbce
such as human rights, globaiiza-
tion, hwman Lk, environment
arnd  corpemuifies of selldaciry
(34-3% and tughlights the
"urgent sitationa” of Africa,
Easterm Burope, indigencus
peoples,  excluoded  poor, ad
refirgess and displaced persuns
(Bl-65) The Congregation also
recommunads  implemenkstion
wia continuing peraonal canyver-




sion,  formehion  expenences,
creation of solidarity
CONUTMNNT €5, ferinicg roeen sl
woinen for cthers, institutional
evaluations, AT, ;Lpr:csl-n-ljn:
planning  (56-74) and relates
justice 1o the emerging prioviti=s
al inculiuration  amd  dialog,
Comseguiently, the promastuon of

justica is linked with
“oonunLdcating faity,
transfonming  coltooes,  aoul
rollaborating with nther

trdibons”™ [Deceee 2,787

GC 35 aguin reassures that the
service of faith and promntion
of justce are “odissolalbly
wodbed ™ ond “ ceamedn at the hewrt
of our mission® [Decres 232
[Hit 1he Congregation iakroduces
the languapge of recondliatbon
and Lhe demends of relalionship
ax cosiitutive elements of the
promaticn of  justica. The
docunnents  vecall owr  Jesuit
heritage a5 roonneilors and insist
o teoebsiliablion  wia o Lhe
extablic]unent ol riglt
relationships  with God,  one
anaother, and creation acs pivotal
for am awthentic vision of jusioe.
[Checrene 3/ 56-80)

Thiz is & bocf, wvery  boef,
swaabion of the  ducnroenes,
but 1 belicve the languaawe of the
IDecrees cited abowes will serve
well  in considering the
following  wollections and
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phsaryations about the
prrametion of justice i the socal
ipastolite.

Ten  Observations  and
Reflectiotis alrout Juskice
and the Sncial
Apostolate

L. The toer pusFioe 15 imdigauis

As previcusly noted, Docres 4
does ot alfer 4 precize Jefinilim
cf qustioe and mstead leaves the
meaning ambiguavs. EFr. Meter-
Hans Folvenbach states, *[ Thinds
it 15 goand boosiy thot the word
justice is amhignous. .. | have the
impreszion thal (A7 32 woled
amomirieusly  for the  term
‘promotion of ustice” because of
Hue ambiguity inherend o e
wur] “rustice” Thanks tro a sert of
linguistic ambiguity... the term
juatice was ::]:rpmvnd [HMramnalin
Tusititree A6, 200743, p 1457

This ambiguity provides
Tnlibude  and  creativity  for
apuslolic sectuns o meorporite
justice work inbo ity mindstries,
bisrerar, it also parnits a “leava
me  alone®  response when
nwlividusls vr apwstolic secters
chadlempe vach other oo justoe
cLmmitments. Consequently,
individuoals and sactors  can
claim personal or insiifulionally




based interpretations of justicoe,
which they deem unassailable
given the ambiguily of the teron
justice. Thus, the ambdguity of
the  term  enhances the
pramotion of justice, bur alsu
binders critical analvsis of the
weays I which it is promated.

& Aslersd fustice §5 @asier R
P

Jemwats, by and  large,  am
sensitive to justice issues,
biotreier, My ame often
senmsitive  to jusdce  in the
abzlyacl, and as Pedro Aryupe
ey wa sochil justios puses
ni threat while it Temaing rm the
level of abstract theory (Men and
Wiomen for (thers, Foreword )"

Jesnits can agree that promotion
uf  justice  acoonds  with  oor
docoments, and standing with
the poor and margunlized s
part of our mission. However,
many oottuutulies avd
clividual Tesuibs ane reboent toe
EOR T in E.I'_:l"n'ﬂi::'li:}" ar take a
public stance on a justios issue
(mrmgrabon, military bodpets,
land reform, eg) because they
view it as My combroveTsial,
contentions, or pobtical,

Farr of the problem siems from
the anguaze of CC 33, Decnee 3
which holds that owr justice
efforis  should iranscend no-

tions of justice derived from
ieology, philosophy, or par-
ticular political  movements.
Tler rovove from alsicact Lo
COTICTELE means getting
mvodveill  withe adeaclagies,
philmsophies and  polibdcal
neverenis. . Th':." social
apostelabe 15 generally amwolved
in  contlictad  areas - geo-
graphoe, culburil, or pelitical.
The State may he denying a
right to 8 marginalized »erson
ar group, and we are [Tying to
advocabe o solution and resolve
the  conflict. In. conflict
resolion there is often a need
tor both parbes to detach frem
their suljective argument and
point to ndependent evidence
that SOTPaTES their positiim. For
us, M subjective sournces ape
the prachings of our faith and
our Jesuit docwmends; bhoweyer,
these may nnt be convincing
sources  For  the nom-believer.
Lor exarnple, i th
immigralion debate in 1he U5,
we are molivaled by our [aith
CCI]]'lI:'H:it[:I'IlE‘I'I.l:F. but we canbot
simply cite Levibicus or the
Farable of the Good Samaritan
te & legslator v a secular
demucracy to persuide et to
adopt aur plattorm. Thus, we
often  take oo eoonomic,
political  or  phileseplicl
stances that align with vur faith
comimiinnents.




We also engage in coalilions and
partrershaps with othar
organizations, which  dozjve
their platfonns from a pirbcalac
chilispby o politcal  belief.
We are motivaled by our {aith
cotnabments and oor partoees
are mobvated by a different
source of  commitment.  The
difficulty is that others ey then
nancgiva only the palitical or
philosophacal enderpiroungs of
ovur  work, which  we  have
ermbrared a5 independent
criteria for cur position, ancd naot
the faith  commtments  that
undetgicd  then  because  we
have supprossecl thern e ooeet
the demands of the pobtical
npoces and  to pesabve g
contested issue, Admittedly, thes
situation cuts beth ways and the
social apostolale mmst remain
wogrlant that its ageala nemains
grounded in the principlos of
pur  faith,  Cathodic  Social
Thonght, dmd Jesuil mission.

m aum, justicr in the abstract is
endorsed broadll a3 o religious
weal and  pact of the Jesot
mission, but loges support and
can be perceived as a secualar
irane when it takes concrepe
form in ke public arena This
can bir o challenge for thi el
apostolate, whoen it ottempls o
makes a call fo1 action from the
abstract language of the decrees

1a

10 Aadeleess o cooweote instaoee of
injusrjce-

3. The prosotion of jestice s am
Jp parta iRy erther Haee o gertion

Checussiong seith sccial  juskioe
advocates can obten appear bo
make the pyomotion of juatice an
abligativn  matber thon wn
oppartunity. Clearly, oot Jesait
documents and Christian faith
oblige w o work for jushoc,
however, the opportunity o
encoauket God im the poor and
the  tronsfeconatinne  cxpeericnoe
that can resolt should be the
pronary nobiviation,  and  this
ety plomied over when justice iy
promoted as & duty nroahliga-
tionn. ‘1he beatitudes tell us fhat
wi are Blessed when we sbove
for peace of encounter the ponT,
and e peed 0 embrace oo
ustice  work. as a blessed
opportunity. | koo that in my
ministry there are moments of
mtecgction withe the poor 1hat
memain with me vears later and
whirh hava most clearly revealed
_hrist bo me, and | nften returm
afteny 1o these  momenkz b
sustair my spicitaal Life,

4. Jwative i rouked 11 frigrdshie ard
manpie’E limes

G 03 adopling the language of
Cpdizite af Spes tells us that we
“necd  desper mvolvement in




the lives of people anmund ws in
order 1o hear ‘'the pys and
bopes,  the  poefs  and e
anxietigs of the people of this
ape, wspecially those who ave
poot or i any way atfliceed
(hecrer 1/44)7 Anvone with
experience  in relationsbips
koow's that these ave things told
to Friends. Tarely, do we find
people willing Lo share Fheir
deepest desires, joys, hopes and
grief with strangers or those
with whom they bave lttle
ccntact, These things are usually
chared once 4 relationship of
krust has been established, and
when people are confident that
the ather peraon geouinely cires
for them. Tradilionally, this has
been the stroog suit of the social
apostolate, which iz primarily
composed  of  Jesuits - and
companinns who live and wock
among  the  poot,  Friendship
flows naturally from living in
connteanity willh and proximily
t the poor.

Fricred sliip bz Lol
consequentes fur hine we view
and evaluate justice. In an era uf
pglobalizabion and rapid growth
of insHtubions, corporate  and
acadentic, 1here i5 a subtle shift
by focuis o whether the right set
of insdtuHons 15 in place
Howwovor, “justice is ultimabely
vonnecked with e way pecple’s

lives go, and nob merely witl the
moture wf e institwboms
surpounding them {The hee of
hesfice, hh‘lﬂl‘t}’a Sen, Preface w7
1Navid Hollenbach, 5 makes a
similie poind in stating, “the
demands of justice are thos not
primatily the conclpsions drawn
fromn 2 penmeral philosoplucal
princigle expredsod in
propositional form. Theyr arize
from claims or call which thee
dignity of persons makes on the
freedoms of others [The Luith
That Dees Jwstice, 211)° As our
justice work moves inreasiogly
irika universilies and
institutions, there can B oan
almost noperceplible drift away
from an understanding, of justice
that looks first to the lives of the
poer.  Clearly,  the  proper
inatitutinns {courks, scheals, 06
a4 ctitical <oroponent  of
juatice, but their presence does
oot signify that justce ia ar
biand.

3. Justoe s rebabicnal gs opposed o
o e el

Closely telated to the concept of
justice  as [riendship is the
notien thiat justce fAows from
relabonship and is noft a
combracted  obligation. GO 3%
reminds us thot jushes 15 best
undetstongl Bs Hdelity to the
demands of  a  covenantal
relationship,  and  that  the

11




missign af the Saciety is to he in
tight relabonship with Ged, oor
neighbor,  amd  crealion,  This
unsleestamliogg of  justice,
therebone, aalls biaptT
comumnitinents that may not e
presenk m  secular, T
professinmalized and contraciual
nntions Oof justice, & oniversaty
professor studwes urban poverty
bucauss abe bas rooeived a grant
to pesearch il Undoultedly, the
professor 15 martivated by her
concern for the jont; b ep,
bundamentally, the professor is
engaging in the mnatice wak of
aocial  andlvsis becalkse of a
cordeactual ablgation to do s
¥When the research grant expires
will the professar eonin with
ke popwlation buing stodied?
Furthermnme,  there s p0
expectation wuwier the contmact
that the professor will  live
among the poot, eal with 1heny,
worship wilh thei, share their
hopes, jos and fears, ete, In fact,
doing 5o oay violite the ethics
of  thurr  profession or  the
shpulasdans of the grant.

A covenantal underatanding af
justice differs becawse b gz
relalional. Fur the  wwciad
apostolate,  the  obligaton o
defend the migrant, W stand
with the marginalized, or o
study unjust sacial stciures is
not premuged cpan & conteact o

12

finandial remuameratimg. [t iz fot
concoived of as part of a jub
requicement, bt rather  that
which tlews nalurally Bram cue
Jeswit vocabon and  mission.
Fhis is not mwant to denigrate
ihe  gleat  mesearch our
corceautbegl el Jemlicickend
faculties petform on bahalt of
the pexrr, bud rather o illustrite
e wugque walue  that  a
covenantal relationship has for
the promation of justice. Tt must
alse be acknowledped that the
ancial apostoelate is not jroesnne
[rom controctusl  woderstamd-
ings of fustice, partrularly as
aome ol our aocial  cenbkers
bacome nereasingly celiant on
erants  that have conbrachaal
M| LITTE LTS,

5. Hrauires sexse af funtge]

Onr cfforts to promots justics
muost lived ont with joy, amd
maintain a sense of hunor and
the ability to laugh at curselves
arad Mhe sibwabons nowhich we
find vucselves. Too aften, we
encounter the angrr advocale
whi is passionately conunitted
e justice, but wha cants rather
thiwn converses abnut the isaues
in which he is engagoed. This
sehaviar repels  rathar  lhan
ENCOUTapes  albers 1o Decooe
engaged in the imprrkant jaste
s b promotes. The irony is




that the poor generally have a
tuch better seose of humnor
about their lives tha, we dir.

It has also been my expericowe
that T have Jaughed lhardest in
Jesuit comrmunites in the poocest
Places. At times the exigencies of
living in poverty and wa tom
areds brng 3 sonse of perspective
and allorw for tnore enjoyiment of
the siple things of God. In
some wavs the social apnstolare
his not  comveyed  well, o
invited others ta share in the joy
andd Tmirnar that can accom pany
aur work with the poor,

2o Imicleides  a
recaeidind o

cimapument

Decree 4 of GC 32 reminds os.
"thers can be no promoticn of
justior in the Full and Christian
sense unless we also preach
Jesus Chigt and the mystery of
reconcliabon He  brings”
Twenly yoars labr OO 34
ackanyledges, “the  promotivo
af jusboe b sonelimes been
geparated from s wellspring of
Eaith (Decree 3.1% These concerns
are sl present and  wnll
probably always be an angoing
tenzion for justice woark o the
sacEl apostolate.

In 2000, the T.5 secomdary
education apestolale putlishad
a  pamphlor  entitled, "What

Makes a Jesuwit Sclivd Jesue?”
which  cullines  1he  defining
characteristics of a JTeswir school
and what makes ohe separate
and istinel from a public
school or other private school.
Vigits 1o Jeswit social centecs in
the 15, and abecad prompt the
caie question for oe - "What
makes o Jeswil social  ceoter
Jesuit? ‘Whar dishnpuishes a
Jesuit  wocial  center  from
Armnesty Imtematicral, Human
Rights Watcll, or other XGO0?
How is the jushce we promote
differcot from theits? How s
lesus reconcileng spirit at wark
w1 ouar advocay?

These  guestions will  be
anzwered in Jdifferent ways o
dufferent culinres, but ir seems
that having an uspect nf
econciliation  woold be one
defining  characteristic,.  Mamy
groups ane adept at demduncing,
injushce atul peporting human
tights viclatons, but fail o st
turth cetprehensive plans for
reconcihation. The dacuments of
Ll A2 are very challenging in
thiz regaed when they stabe that
jastice  sulmsiey “demands an
openness  ad  geneEmosity  to
anyone in need, even a stranger
or an enemy. It demonds
towards those who have injured
ws. pardon; toward Uwee with
whinn we are at oddy, o spicl of
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reconciliation.” When was the
et bme we wiole an article
abauta group we pardened? The
recorwiliaken aspact o Justice
veark 15 a vital aspock of the secial
apestolate and should be one of
our dufining charactevistics.

. Meeds Lo respoct people ard thelr
frstice jakrrey

We recognize the spiritual life as
o qeurmey and we ought b0 do
the sarne in the arca of justice.

Eoclh of ws i5s on a justicr

journey, a pilgrimage of sorty
whetein  we arne frving o
deterroane the rust thing to do or
the nust stance to take. There s
always o fioe line between
chidlenging  and  encowucagiog
anher person’s social jushee
effoets, and extinguishing that
dewire. This i particularly beae
when it comwes 10 youth who are
leepi e, o enggge in effors
protmote justice It saddens me
to wakch someone squelch the
fame that was ighited by an
grparviance of 1he poor, A young
persan tebens foem @ hizh
srhoal immersion ip and teals
moved by the expevience and
"wood” abrut himsel because of
the work 1hat he pecfonmed.
Subggquently, a weteran social
justice alvowcate encountera him
anel crbiques his experience as
ruporficial charity and not one
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ilust attacks the sixcial structures
that hold the coommunty down.
Althourh L might agree with the
stance of -the advovate, 1 have
difficnlly with Lis approach.

It is akin to un ophthalmelogist
lrecatingg a patient who capoot
tead the =maller letee: of the
eve chirt, Thes wouold be ahsited.
The patient ia nor af Eudt, nor is
he incapable of mading the
leters, Hy simply needs the
nght lenses to halp him see Trus
chauld he the goal of the social
apostolate - helping othets
reeeive the lenses o fhal they
can see he injustices  avound
themn.

9. Recngrizes amd foleretes
dittering eoies i strafeyies for
m:Jrl'e:-z'rllg Justéne

There are many tools in the
advecicy toolbox and all are
recded fa do the work of justice.
At times we need 1he delicale
torque of 4 small sorowainver
when reading  through  legal
dowcuenents ar negoliptod
settlements, while at othar Limes
we reguite a sledgehanungr in
the torm of social protest b
express rightoous anger at an
urjust simabon. We bocomio
distracted  as  individuals
groaps when we crilicize vach
othe’s approaches b justice and
tail 1o pocogmuee the diversity of




advncacy  pifts  ecessary o
bring alwput change. A proup
that osus a  sledgehammer
appruach rails against another
group they perccive 1o be silant
m the Faoe of injustice, UTIAWALE
that the other group has made
eeal srides by engaging i Face-
to-face dislog, The lask of the
social apostolate is bo coundinate
more, ta oetwerk more, and to
understand  the wniyue  roles,
wiltd  ancd  talents  that  each
insnitotion and individoat bringe,
b social Justice advocacy.

Bk Ackncmaladess fhe spimtual base
af rerplstice and oz feeplications for
prficy

In 2000 | had tee opportunity to
vigit with a Jesuit, fomnerly the
directur of a social center, who
biad heen deeply involved in the
posice and reconciliation provess
in Colombia 1 Listened intently
a8 he described the fowuling of
the project and laid: oot the
hiztory nf violence and aroned
condflict  that  has  displaessd
millions of Colombians. Tha
comversation  proceeded  as T
expected with a thorough and
vopent socio-peliical analysis of
the conflict until he suddonly
paused and said, “But, Tom Lhe
problern is at root a spirtodd
problem.” b may nor sound like
much  when read, but  the
cooviction with which he made

the  slatement  struck me
peofoumdly and continues o do
s, Here was a person wha had
leen  enpamed in the oty
realibies of war and’
displacernent,  whe  lwad  First-
hand  experience with  the
pracHcaliies of  peacemnaking,
amd yel be was summing up the
key tn resolving the conflict as
spiritwal innanre.

Justice iz often viewed a5 a logal,
philosepbucal or political issuwe
that vequires o policy response.
Howeever, the spirilual aspect of
justice {and injustice) does Dot
recerve adequabe treatment from
the 2o0ial apostolate, nor does
the policy ur advocacy aspect of
justice  abtain appropriale
attenbion ko the spirituality
SECLOT.

G2 32 reminds s, “dud our
sfforts to promote jusrice and
buman freedom cne the social
and stractural level, necessary
theugh  they  are, are  nob
sufficient  of  themselves.
Injustice must be attacked at its
rooks whach are in the buoum
heart by transforming  those
attitudes and habits whuch beget
imjustice. and  foster the
structures of eppression (Decres
473217 Thera s u  learning
experienice tor hoth the social
apaatolate and the pastoral in
this. Namely, that our justice
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advocasy nesl: to recognize
inul address the spicitual roots
of injustice, while cur retreat
howses ond spirioal mindsteies
can da greal justice work by
ilhystrating  how  spiritoal
problems havea poletical
implicatbomns.

Spirifuality, Justice and
LLC

Su what does juslice have to do
with CLC? Tn "Owcar Romern,
RBelignon and  Spiritwalitg” [
batthaw  Ashley  lisks  fouor
features? Hul defioe a malgre
spitituality, which 1 helieve
apply evenly o an examinatbon
#f whether ore: has a maturo
sonse of justice {The Wray, 42
[April 2005] 113.133.) The four
Factors of & mature spirinmalicr
are:

L. It is focwsed on personal
EXPErience.

L Ir requires & conscious
involvement  im a
priject.

i T oin a life-integrarive
principle.

4 Tt is oriented Howands
nanssendent  soarce  of

' These four featucss woen: atiginally
developec by Sr. Sardra Schneiders.
JHAL

1%

ultimate meaning, and
value.

[ suggest that CLCs amight
teflect om  these  compoments
mclividuady and commueally as
a gauge of their commitment to
jLesiive.

1. Personal eapenigne

There is ne  subshiute  for
porsonal expericnoc. Assupredly,
une can held  positions on
matters  of  justice  without
personal expedience, hwpwever,
our  doepest  cormmitments
gvolve from personal encounter.
Just ws o persvmal encounber
with Jasus impels us 0 laber
sreith Hit, dipect conmct with
people treated  ynjustly  Lelps
sustain & lilelung corenitment
bo yastice, Therefore, sach of s
vupht bo be able to paint to one
sibuation, of iojustioe wherein
ane has  Jieck personal
BXpPETieIT

Question for reflection: Where
do T bave  Jdicect pereanal
cxpurence of injustice?

204 omscrowe oreslwenent e or
najat

This signilies 1hat che's proyer
lifer and commitrnent o promeote
juskice 1= ot rpuodic ar
goaradie, but rather ontails g




consiskelt and eatendad
sommitment Booa cerlain sst ol
prachces. Nooe o us is able to
maicbain  he zame  level  of
commitment o pumerous
justive  issues.  Justice  |gsaes
demand that we make choices
abour where we spend oor
trme. This doss not mean Hat
we rannat hold positions on a
warely of justice issues. We can
and should 4o 50 However,
each of ws will e doawn
rnaturally ro certain issges, just
i we are drawn b CRrlain
forms  of  praver.  Banming
landrnines will be inpottant for
sone, while others might feel 4
stronger  call to wark  with
victitms of domestic violence.
The goal of conscious
volvement i deplh of
enpagenent in one caose rather
Ilhan  shallwr,  or  even
superficial. engagement o
number of jusbee isswes,

Question(s) for reflection: 1 1
hirve o conscbows involvement o
ome  justice isswe? O oam |
involved in many 1gs1es withoat
giving  myaelf fully  to any
particuliar  cawse?  When 1
comsider justice ssues, which
ones draw forth the deepest
atfective respomse m e Tl A
Life integmrating, principle

A Christ-conboced spirituality is
a lite-intepgrabing pinciple that

defines in large measire o
one pelates bo onesell, ko other
persans, and to twe world in
meneral. Simdlarly, when we
make a commitment 10 justice
and bewin to consider the sinful
zocial stroctures alud  Syatems
that oppress people, it changes
biosr wo relate o cwr neighbors,
Y environment, and ouarsclees,
Wa berore ore sensibve o
ot comsumption of yezources
[oil, water, electricih) or aware
of the people o oow midst
[rnigrants.)

Questiun for ceflection: I my
colmitent b justice a life-
intugmating  priociple? When ]
have taken a stance on a justice
imur, bow has il changed the
wiry | relate o oy self? Chers?
Oor world?

4. Orievutod topareds o remeceian
source @ wlionate wmaning and
LR

This dictates that our spirimality
is omented toward someone or
something that iz fowndational
toall thal (s For Jesoits aodd o

lmuatian colleagues, Jesus 35 our
trapscenadent somce of meaning
and  wolue. As the spicioual
writer Honald Raobilheiser writes.
“We have a Cod with skin!” to
Whom we dedicate oor Lives
and in Whorn we find nwaning
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and  value.  Samiladlv,
commibment to justice should
ive one meaidnyg and vahie,

Cluestion lor reflection: Are my
juslice  cemmitmenta  direchsl
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towards God or imyself? Do my
jusljce commitments help me
find meaning and value?




Characterising social justice

Franklin Ibiner

B L L R A L

In this article the autlor trigs 1o develop a genvral concepl of socdal
justive, Today, as a result of cross-colturl and inerdisciplinany
Jialogue, we are faced witl very differenl and even contradictory
ways of understwnding sovial justice. Thetefore, rather fhan
proposing a dwsed and {inal concept, he will present un apen and

Ly e one.

bat s social justice?
WTu buwrin weilly,  we
: need to ditferenbate

it irom  the criminol type
justice, where Ehere are b
parties before a courl: the
duefendant and the prosacatar,
s ween in lhe movies, In social
jusﬁ:e, coutts are not ucually
involved  and  Bhe  subject
matker @5 Sncety  at large
Society atb large o create or
profowole position:s or situations
that favour some and do
disservice  t others,  The
concept ol social justice was
especially dizserminabed o Hwe
19th  centary  as  criticism
against society For allowing ur
favouring econommde difleren-

ces: a tew had a lot and many
had lictle. 5o, wb Heatl Llime,
socil justice mesnt oo seek
cerlain ecomomic  cguality.
Mowadays, this coneept has
gome omch further Ehan just
the economic and egalitarian
meaning.  Social  justice  has
now  taken on o the
preventing U

idea  of
rrducing
widespread wrongs prowvoked
[y machismo, racism,
mnapholia and hormophobia,
among  others. At tones it
consists of procmoting equality;
at  other timeg, wmate at
recopnizing the differenee,

The puwpose lwrein is o
expaund a peoerul conwepl of
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social  justice Dbased  upon
plalusophy, sacial ariences and
pelitical  theory, A ok has
alteady Dween writken regarding
this topic lrom Hw most diverse
disciplines, angl cualturl
traditicos. Today, as a reault of
crnsg-cultural and intendiscpli-
nary dialogoe, we are laced with

very  different and  ewen
eomiradickory e f
understanding  socil  justice.
Therefore, tathar than

proposing a closed and  final
concepl, we will prescot an
open and dynamic one- b ather
words, whal we uoderstand as
juskice (s still  under
development,  hut we can

srhcial

identafy at Least some mininan
charactoristics  of thwe  same.
Thase characteristics  seill b
explained horoin by way of a
thesis and by posing questions.

1} Begarding the nmmative
What  causes
something toe be wsocially
i just?

principte:

It o sicinlly wngzest W ocapey oon o a
prchce Mhat condradicts e
connzicn: beliefs foreadly subairibed
b Ty marinzes grougs tak 6ff people
Irave egual moral 2t according fo
P vaetdure o lremine righ s,

a0

|

The normative  criterion or
pnnciple is the hasis [of justice;
it 15 that upon which standards
are developed. A Hmes penpla
spoak ahomt prineiples of justice,
fonndationg, ot
whore something is doemed just
of wojust il Ageees with or s
against such principles.

of  manral

In this contemporary s,
gven in the appacently more
bomopeneons  socielies, It 3
difbenlt b find & normesrive
eriterion acoapted by all
muembers, given thal nel all
ghave the sarme  beliefs.  For
ceamiple,  for some  the
foundation B justios is fmmd in
their own religion: "Something
is gl or evil becanse Cod
judpes it so" [The expression
Cued oo mean the God of the
Bible o o the ok, or Hit
which other religions censider
g5 divine principle  of  the
unitersed, But those that do not
believa in a specific religion, v
wany at all, :ien].r this principle.

What c¢an e
ot
althnugh nat  vet wniversally
apon phecl, ab Juast hac
pussibilides, or is in fhe process
al  beig  universalised?  The

therefore @
Crileriomn that,




helief that all buman beings are
of equal moral value, 1N = true
that presently  thia s not
universally  accepted.  For
axvample, In e 20th centory,
many wars have precpitabed n
Europe, Africa or the Middle
bast beciuee some helieved the
oppusite principle; thal some
people or human groops are
mere  waluable  than  others
Warld ar 1T, the Balkan War,
the pmenocide of the Euord
population or hat of Hwanda,
are some sad to soy infarmous
aexamples regarding the lssue.

At apy rate, this is the most
sl ansd pTOmMising
principle that we have. Tt was
siromngly  developed  in the
muklern westetn svobld  based
npon its Chlwistian and
philosophical teadition; but alea,
ard even before Ml  in
different onental culteres, Lt is al
the heat of the mullare of
lwman rights and it bz heo
advantuges: a theoretical and a
practical  ane. From  the
thenretical puint of vlew, il iz a
moral Dehef shared extensively
by he iofloence (ab  Hroes
violent] that the West has
exerted upon the rest of the
warld, Mevertheless, thie belief

likewise finds its vwn reasond
for zupport and recopnibon in
non-weskbern cullores. Tor
axamply, many cenmides belore
the modem West spoke about
thwe issuwe, some orental culbpres
practised  religious  tolerance
thunking that all human beings
had the cighit to follow therr own
celygions - heliats,
praclical point of view, most
rations are formally wdertak-
Ing (sigring intemational agree-
mimits) to respect human rights,
likewise imnplamenting  mstitue
{ional mechanisms  te ensare
compliance with the same. the
cultuce of buman mghts s
muking progresa in o spite of

From &

stu s and vethack:,
ircluding  dramabc  obstacles,
Mewvertheless, due  to 1ooral

redsnong and historical processwes,
mony penple "alwady’ Bolieve
in the equal moral value of
buman beings and politically,
many populations are wdertsk-
ing tn implement this principle.

2y Fegarding dimeni-sions,
what areas of
covercd by social justice?

lite are

Secial justiod is veenthdimetrsionil,
incla ity wi st three fupes of

sk futions vr Hirensintes:
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coomomyy,  callupe dred  polifics,
mifhont gy of Hem i pariicuiay
ferng saore basie o @ weinera)
soiete thar (e othees.,

Iz any direosion of social life
mote  ienpartant  than  others?
Some social themetkians sl
oppressed groups thought that
thore was one dimension that
was mora basic than the rest of
them, Tor example, at rimes i
was Lwught Ehat polibics was
the key: "Change woter acoess
aril  theat el generare more
equality”. At other  Henes,
eenpliasis  was  put oo the
economy: "IF people wepe more
il ccenernically, there would
net e anyr diseriminedon oe
othwr abusas". I the Frowwh
Fewaliition, the prlitical
participation righks  ware
extended: citiwens could decide
who wounld govern and how
they waunld geecerm, Bul in maoy
ways, Oppression confinued o
cxist. Theroaftar, Mar<ist and
socialisk ETULIPS arase,
emphasising  that  econommis
pravesses were the kev, that the
eronomy  determunedd  culture
and polibdcs. In a simplified
Marcizst madel, the proecluction
sretemn divided sncioty infe 1wa
RO U P oSS [rick
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rapitalist class) and oppressed
fpoot proletanan class). This
theary had a lol of reception at
the time, bot not all  the

marginalisel proups identified

with it women and coloured
peopla, ameng athors, said Hhut
Lheir oppression was oot jost
economrae,  [For ckample,  a
woman of an inagtint could
T clospised and discrminated
againsi, nwot for being puor but
]:!'TE‘-L'iﬁEl].? frr being a wotan vr
immigrant, cven though they
ripht have  mooeyh.  Further
along, same feminism line of
thought upheld that the prear
sacial factor of sppression was
the gender caltare. Bur this
thinking was alzo questioned
theoretically  and  practically,
given that some women, befone
fecling they were women, el
first o all black, fclgenoos or
peor  {Example:  some white
WUORIEIL with education
demanded social respect above
all, in U meantime some poor
women  priovitized a4 bether
oronormic sibuation  for  theip
Family, including poor othaers).

In a  wwicty  that s

ccommuerciebsed ke a2 large

ex ek, SO UL furctors
[money, work, alc.) can b imane




determining  in  this  cegand:
thege who hove moneyr will
have social respect ancd political
power. In other societies, Qe
rosl  decisive  Lactor, ATILOOE,
rmany others, can he  caste,
ancesiy, gender, race etc. It
seems  impossible, im0 most
comples conemporary societics,
to redece the orgin of the
injustices b0 a single factor
(whether polidcal, ecenomis o
culbiralp. For some mason, the
origin of social mjustices and
whit  marpinalised  poople
demand is pwore o less present
and interbwined with theso three
dimensions:  culten:,  coonomy
and polibes. hlpeecver,  some
people fan ndergo infestices i
al] those three dimensions at the
same  time. Tor example, i
various sociebes, the labour
market, secial respect and even
the possibility ol  political
participation s structored
arouid race of ethric groups,
Then, thore are cases of low paid
wurk positions for culowsed or
ndipencus  peopls,  wha,
likewise, ane despised culbucally
and have foew possibilities for
pactipaling, i government
(rven when the same are at
Hmis a rajorityl

Civen  that  Dnjuatices  are
rwdtidinnensional and have
do with variows factors, it s
possible to accumulate them
{ontinning with the previous
examiple, think about a coloured
vrindigenoes  person wlho
bappens  t0 e In cullural,
political el Sy nbilly
disadwantage. |f besides this, she
is an iomigrant and a pooc
worma, she Gn accumwlate
mare justices than a peracn
that is despized only due o his
or her raco. Tn this case, the
same person beleng o thee
marginalised  Eroups:  Women,
muntgrants and poor people
This persom is at least thres
lines Qppressed.

3 Regarding framme-
works, i11 which
frameworks or political
rnits  is  social  juslice

applied?

Spdel fusiice s fleible fo eiterss
Jramrwrts or pofitcal wmfs, swoh
25 whete-pution, ar smaller wmafs
[dae fo Jecolrdlisa tion proceases)
end  lerger wbs (due M0
globalisaizon processes).
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Is the State the fundansental
Falitwedl framerarky Lintil scow
decades apa, il was clear that the
framewark  of  snocial  justice
administraton [and of other
justices], wias abewie all e state-
nation, copdidored the palitical
urit par vxcellence. The theory
regarduyy  pustice and i
institgional  implemenlations
ware thought cut and designed
o bl fmumework Adthougl it
slill has walue, the oniginal
frarnewark has changed: i has
fragmented  owandly  due to
docontralization  processes  and
has  overflirved  notweardly
threugh glubalisation processes,

Tn mnany countries, copecially o
thwr extent in which demooracy
15 bowoyg consolidabed, processes
of intermal decentralisation wre
arising. That is to say, Iocal or
de parlimenital
dutooenes are created
accarding to e toreitory and
otlwr  facturs, Hhus improsving
the empewennent of  the
pupulatinns, such as efficiency
if justice adrrarostration, At the
camme ticne on oan inketeational
fevel, gfobalisation o diveese
areas is affocting the life of all
pupLlations. even those Huat 1oy
o shield themselves by taking

regional  or

R

econpmic,  caltwral  ansdar

polibcal MeasuTes of
protectionisom. Terrorisni
rigration, power of  capital,
global warming elc. are sorme
internationnl  subject  matters
that codr coutitry cannaot cesolve

inanc nf itself.

Twio examples ane dovieloped
heroi.,  Fiest,  during  the
bwenteth century thare was a
large sodal demand for greator
ecunonue cedistnibution to the
intarinr of a State, which could
ths boecome a benefactor by
ENSUKINE LCONoNUe  Imindenn
and health and educaiicn far all
ity pupulativm. »ow Giates are
I longer
antgnomoug and the econonic
fortune of  its popalalion
depends vn what happens on
the plobal markel.  ikewsiss,
reclistimolubion is mew alse a2
matter of intermational Agents

coonomocally

[corporabons, apences -FAO,
I, WHOY, ebe. - S00s, efc.
Second,  grecnhousc  gases -
which produce global werrung
and other damapes- ang other
coenbirmomants, o oot respect
borders, tetaining  walls  or
ExaChNg roquiccments, s thoew
freely moam throughiut  the
world. They are e wandering,




unwanted wisitors that nobody
wants to recejve nevertheless,
nabody can prevent them from
entering thoar house,

But processes of decentralisa-
tion, and mlobalisakion, hil npon
multiple  tensiens.  Therefore,
both the theorstical bases of
justice, as well as its practical
unplementations,  should  be
tedafined  with  thwose  now
soenacicss in oand, We should
rethink voles and  justifications
forr newwr local bewdies [suchs as the
Stains and  their decentralized
] TR a5 wll s
trungnational bodies {such as G
Uik Malions and  dernvesd
agencies or similar -Eaample:
Intemational  Comival  Couet,
Internaboial Protoools regard-
disasterns,

g war,  hatuval

emlng}', L2 o]

4) Regarding the solu-
tions,  which  are  the
adequate  strategies  for
solving social injustices?

The dewrands sf wocil fustice can be
softed fg wbilisfmy sirdfegdes Cat
oscillade Drebvgstt corscrenie G
racicl wspects, Reepig s onind

wmorals,  process dfciency  and
rossitz.

How many strategies are then
for  enlving  social
dernandsT Thers are many and
very diverse solutions Hhat can
b calegorised in thwee large
lypes: conservative, yadical and
intermedurte,  Por  axample,
when considering ithe topic of
poverty  we  think  about
traclitional  and  siyplified
angwers from  the  wlfraliberal
people. e conumuinises  an:d
those  defending  the welfare
Stake, 1he frest proup believe
that the snlutivn i to promote
the systum of free competition:
with tlk: free market (free
persenal actions) ihere will not
Le i losers. given thal each
ons will endeavour fo arhiews
and obtain  {ke  maximum
benefit.  The second  proup
congiders that peoperty  and
production svstemos should be
restructured,  poeritising  the
welfare of the conununity maore
than that of 1he dividual
conunon property will enzure
the weltace of each of i
munmibets. The last group acocpits
a compromize  botwesn  free
tndividual  chojce  and  the
NIy perspective of

Justice




sociary, allowing Lhe
eedistribution of goeds  and
secvice: of the Stale & svme

degreg. I rthe race of e -

demands of gender, we can fry
4] achieve a eicrular

classification:  some  ferndensls

seek  equality;  others,  that
gender be "deconstrocted" ov
elinanated as a category; olhers,
that  there be  a  positive
recogoibion of 1w differences of
gerder.

Which option iz the best? It is
et pessible o decide a wrivn
whish 15 the beat and most
aderuate stratumy from
normative (o e moerally
correcE] ond practical paoinds of
view {to e efficient in practice).
At times a aolulion is very moral
bui loefficient, or vice versa, At
other limes  there can be
sirubbaceously gond neamative
reasnna snd prachces for each
tvpe  of  splution.  Thecefors,
when npting for o strategy,
prachcal and nerueative crikeria
should  Ix  kept in  mind,
acetdmg to the spactfic contest
and  pursoant b the specilic
snwcichy atisaoe.

Is it better ko zeek solubons for
cach problem or for the whole

1f

croup?  Solution  strategies
showdd be designed [or a specific
prollern, wizhout neglesting the
relatinmship  with  others. For
gxample, in an X seciety, gendur
is a0 tactor thab strocruees the
market and ihe hicroarchies of
sovial Tespect, iherefore there
are bwo problems: Jow Dwome
for Wl and their
underestimaiicn,  The  labwour
market  dows oot recogiuse
parending activibies (e caising
ciuldeen) nor demestic work.
Likeweise it has anme 'pink
citllar” prasitions (&R
secretaries) that ace oot paid as
well as work dome Ty nwer;
thetefore. the income of women
is low. Furtlwrmaoe, women are
charactenseld an  needmyg
prowociion becagse  they  are
fragile and depaideot, oot as
aulptictows  and  capable a8
mear Ta splve the finst problem
(low incoine), society can, decide
to transfer exbw Dwome  or
apeciil services for the women,
But this  could  actually
apgrdvife the second  problem
funderestimaticn), showing that
woren  are  uly  alepemndent
penple,  who  require the
paternalistic proteciion of e
State.  Thepefors, kesping  in
minkl that solution  stritegies




deverse  and

apon.  the  cronomy,
culture and politics, we should
carefully deliberste to cosune
that the owerall effects ane moral
and elficient.

have mulbiple

etfrchs

5]  Regarding nature,
what is lho relationship
betweorn . pature  and
social justice?

Bosiaes sonety, seoal fustioe lakes
madure  [oF arpsysfarmy  mafw
considerghon ds o equolly
fundamental scoaric that offers
nooral augd vffecient limits fe fumen
achioir.

What was the role of nature in
tee eibvical and Jegal tradition of
the Waal? Almost none, For a
long tione, moxt of westamn
radibion congidersed society as
the oy relevant scenario fue
Mature was a
dhispensable and  neffective
Dackground,  just skl Jife"
without anything relevant for
the topic of justice. Onoa
practical  level,  the  current
ecological crisiz obliges us to
rethink 1he relationship boetween
human  beings wwl the
eCngyslem. even i the puint of

jraakice.

defining social justice. On a

Iheoretical level, tha
development  of  ecology  as
griemce leads  us o the

redefinition  of  the  limeks
betwwen society and naturne. The
effwiency linit is more obyious!
aF]iki be  explojted
wdiitely given that we would
e up  destroving it and
therefore oursslea too. But the
meeal lirnits intemest oy onote,

camnot

What changes oecur in socal
justice in & moral sense wheo
onmsndering ecology? At Least
the chect and the subject. The
changes in the ohject of justice,
theat wiich is distobuted, can be
perceived  at least i Uw
appearanee of b mew
calegoties; climate justice  and
envirpnmental jushee. Only in
the last decade Tas "Climate
Justice” been spoken about: the
damage produced by climatic
change  (partwuolarly  global
warming) shoold be solved and
compersated by those  who
it the most (muene

counkrics).  The
concept of  erwvironmental
justice’ i35 birfled probably
before the 905 but capands
especially aftee the 9lks. This
justice is related tn bow poods

prodduce
deeloped

27




are istributed [vlean oir, landi,
winker and envirormental assets)
and  dartagres  {contaminalicn,
degrad aticn and nther
covironmenial  Ealilitiesh froen
the ecolugical point of view.
Chlimate  ustice would be &
subset nf enviroirmetital jushice.

v this diddoguoe betwean society
and nawmare, the  subjects of
justice, those that hove right te
justice or o whotm goods are
diskiibuled, also change. For
centuries it was thought that

mnature,  including  ibe  Bving
heings  theran, coueld ke
distributed among  human

buings. Likewise, during  tha
cenfurics  of slavery, it was
thaught el slaves
animals, oot paople, and that
they could ke bartered with
according o the interests of the
masters, [ the 19th century,
with the and  of  slavery,
previous  slaves nosw b pony
individuals with rights, thus
recogmused as hunan  beings.
But ardrmals or netare as o whole
rerndined  exclided  froom  the
cirels  of  thowe
boslders of dghts. Homat beings
were the only oocs with rights:
this was the single pranciple of
jnstice. Mo wonder it is said that

WETE

considere]

i

this is an antbropocentric wizion:
good and evil aee determined by
what is ronvenient or not to
hurtan beings.  “lToday  that
viaion ¢ rendered questionable.
Inspirad by scienbfic argunents.
by  reappreised  iroclibional
viginns  (portmning o the
Fopolations that
colenised) and by emotivcnal
syimpathy, theusands of aetiviats
demand ihal rights e ectended
to animals and natuce, There aro
snmwe States that have bepun tu
recegnise that these are legal
rights holders. Therefors, the
first chacacreriskic ar thagis, an
the aqual meral value of human
beings, shomld be supplemented
with this thosis: the welfaee of
huttwan Lueings can ba the fiest
principle for social justco. Bl it
i ot an absclute value,

were

6} Regarding democracy,
how does one interpret
andd {hat
which 1s just?

implement

Socinl [uslice s defincd lostoriowly
end contevtugiy om fhe ko of 2
demracratic process, winch, o He
cetod  possitle, i Dcreasingly
tneg partpTpetory wr s
irmferpretalinn ard bnplemen talo.




In the previeus thesis, it 34
cleatly seen thab social justice is
bustorical and contextual in ks
developrent.  Ilow i1 is
interprered  theovedically  and
howe #E iz innpleamentesd
practically <depend on histoty
and contoxt. As a swwmmary,
here are some cxamples of what
wio have preseinting,

ln thesiz one, tho foundation is
the &qual moral value of bhuman
bwings, which has only gained
stoengtle wniversally withine the
last two centuries. During the
el uries wl Eutropean
colonialism,  XWI1-XWIH,  that
assertion did oot have a ot of
endorsercot,  MNowadays it
seerns 1hal we cannot backtrock:
we ate aleady achigving . the
goal of tecopnising all human
beings as egual. Tt we admil
thak this hag not alwiays been ao.
In thesis twa, throughoul the
various dimensions of justo,
there lave also been changes
over time and w context. For
example, the eronomy can b
the fundamental dimension,
especially n capitalist societies,
but cafritalist societies oppeared
in {he history of the West only
recently with the hModermn Age.
Maow socielies ware forcign o

vapitalison for venturies, Today
wlobal capitalicm is expanding
ke all the coroers of 1he earth,
but we cannot yet say lhat the
capitalist wconomy is lhe main
tacier strucharing sociaties.

Chir concept of justioe changes,
it is dynamic. The validity and
meaning of our thesis are oot
absolote, but they depend on
the Hrme i bislory and oonbexd
from wherwce we udpe. Toedday it
seaths Lhat the most appropriate
characterisbes in the context of
slobalisation are, amang otler
fackars, the ecologtcal arisis and
the human rights culture, But.
stating it ernphatically, bothing
puarantees  that this sill not
change in time, ‘loday it seems
inureclible to us that slivery was
balerated for centurics, Pechaps
newe genemations will consider it
mrotesque that in oer societiez,
econommuc  exploitation,  mcism,
machizma,  bomaphobia,  ete.
were tolerated. Or perhaps they
will criticiss s for net laving
integrated, & the  extent
pussilble, 1he maw peoeradions
withit social justice, or for nut
having taken to account the
animals and nature. Or perhaps
we  will  discover  pew
Expressions of injustice,
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Presently, whe should decide
b te inketpret  and M
toplement justice? All of as. 1he
aermns,  The author ab zocial
fusbice i ngl the theoretician
nethwr the profeseional
politician, but the demacratic
comnuirdly  fwt i ditectly
affectad Iy Whese problems. The
legitimacy of the intecprotation
and implanentation of  sogial
rustice is granted by the political
comemunity through demnacratic
proceduecs. The educatoe, e
ruler. the social achwist for
others) ere pwenbers with
dpecific coles, bur nene of tham
has the  absolute  power o
determine what s just. World
gvents (such as the opposition to
the invasicn of oy by USA amd
allies or the “indignant” protest
arainst the connomic ceisis 2008-
2011) show  that a  global
demacratic comommily i8 slowly
appeating. Differcent democratic
comnioibes {local, national o
internationall should s
tecogtised a2 the awthers of
Justice.

Doz demucracy guarankee
justice? Mo, Deroncracy s oot
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infalliblg, bot it can be reviewed
ancl, therefore, is capable of
impravernent. There iz ook a
single sochedy {oven less within a
globial scenaric) hal luss all of its
citizens on equal  lerms  for
Participsaling demacealically
regarding itz issudy. After more
than twor centuries of expansion
of  pwdern demodceacy, s
shortcornings bave boen seen
clearly. Some  proups  (paor
peaple.  women,  indigenous
poaple,  hoitosesaals, -
grants, ek  haven  been
"demacrintically” appressed
many lmes, Noverthelesa, i is
likewise trae 1hal mauy of the
apptessed  groups have  been
democeatically  waining  their
vwnn posibion within dermocracy.
Demaeracy beors that parades:
i can expancd ar annihilate irsalf.
It i the wehicle ko public
power,  peclaining o the
Citzens, meeant 10 Eanstorm any
isswee, incluling itself. ‘The goal
5 that a democrabc soclety
tlocal, sikional or global} showld
reflict upon  ilsell. for the
purpose of being ever more
participatony anl fuust.




Maldng justice a reality
in the Z st century

At L TE ma e LTELSSITE T

Radl Gonzalez Fabre, §)

{Comillas Pondfical Unlversity- Pugblas Unidos, Madrid).

In the Jast 40 years. the apnstolic body of the Society of |esus has
taken the liak letireen e defence of faith and He prometion of
fustice senously. This apostalic body includes Jesaits and many
athers who share the lgpatian spicilual inspiration, and take divect
respongibiliby for works and actions of the Society or contribute to

them in ¢iler waye.

Taking justice seriously

Iy #he Tast A0 wears, the apostelic
body of the Sociely of Jesus has
teken  the link  between  the
defence  of  fiith  and  thwe
promotion of josbce seronsly.
This apostolic bedy  dwludes
fergits ancd iy others who
share  the Tamatian  spiritoal
wspirabon, and  {ake  direct
rusponsibility  for works  and
acdons  of  He Soviety  or
wmiribute to them v other
ways, The termy apastalic hody
refers to o farge number of
diverse groups - about which it
is pogsible to make  menweral

obgervations - wying o corwed
failh witlt justive, as insisted oo
[ the ind Gerneral
Congregation: Sinee  somngeliz-
faoer 5 procigoeloe af e fizfh
wikich 65 made aperiehive M ey of
sthiers, the promuodian of fustics is
mdispetigalle to i What 5 af sfake
Bere 15 e fruitfdness of gl oy
gpostolic chdraeurs. . (Meomee 4,
28-1)

It is clear in the muldbode of
spcial  works, the significant
emphasis of nur  theolegical
thought,  ihe  sodu-ecooomic
posilions  taken by Jesuit
Inagazines, and the conflicts in
which we have been involved,
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sommetunes  with  fatal  cansge-
quunces, thar this comception of
the mussion has been taken with
grear seriausness Iy e Secicky.
horenver, if ool Tie e of th
urderlying  and  peesistent
dimensichs i st of the warks
of the Society, including thuese
which al first glance seemn o be
less “social’, The reawder van look
fnr his or her most apprapriate
exaitpls, It is uwneommaon to find
a  lesuit  college,  universitr,
parish  or  spintual  diractor
which in some way does not
raise awareness of the plight of
lhe pewrr ol marginalised,
enconibape anilysis of the caoses
of  their  cocmnstances,  amd
prowide opportunitiea ror
cantact o dinect work  with
thean, creating the impelus o
make & doeper spoin-economic
coomrmitment.

This s the first way we sepoasly
address the gquestion of justice
swhuch coull be desmrited  as
subjectee. After a nuenber of
voars of cffort and discussion,
includitg  inbernal  debats, we
have  Fitrly  esfablished  a
commitinent ko justice as a
Easpe]  requirenent, Inooother
worcls, it expressed whoowe ape;
it CApTCSERS UL experiongs of
[aith, This subjective dimension
has been spoken aml written

)

abont in many Jesnit
environments owver e last fow
decadaos.

1lowewvor, there has been less
internal debate on e objecive
dimension of our commndtowest.
which poses question: of whit
doses bringing about justice for
the poor conaist, and hose can it
be effectively realised? Whale

the  subjective  diznension
Exarnines il it
commnititicnl, the  objectiwe

dimension examires the skalls
with which we bring abont real
rosulbs, Az ik s a queshion of
lowe,  the  paupose  of  the
prorekion of justice is nat found
in rutselves, bt o others, o the
viclims of Dygustice. IF is not
enough thit we express our
copunitiwnt  well; the other
neelds te be oficctively sered
and offered jusiice, something
thot goad imtenlions e oot
guarantes,

Issazes of objoctive justice aes
comsfantly  discussed  in the
encial apostolate, and in the
work of other apostelates whose
acticms strive for socic-palibcal
crbcomes. But wwe have writhon
much Tesas, Tad P et
ppportunitics e svsternatically
exchange  minmatwon and
develop e own ideas, and




have schieved less consensus on
the objertives and methods of
promoting  justice  fun  those
regrarding spivitual motivations
and relijious syimbals.

This would not be of such great
importance i the quesbon of
justice  could  primarily  be
tackled ot oational level. This
level of decision making is more
or less within the reacl of the
provinces of the Seciety, ingide
which  the  dialogee  of
discement  between  Jesuifs,
religious and lay people is mowoee
comprelensive,  IF jushice
depended above all on events
and decisions taken inside cach
ovuntry, the Society could be

sabisfied n sustaining # global -

commupity  through the
subjective  aspect  of  our
commmitment, and  acoepl  fhe
very different national
spedificities of the  oblective
aspect of this comemitment.

Reality, howrever, prevents us
from being satisfied with this
schema, becouse Hw parl of
jushice  ancl  injustice  which
concems us g, of will ba,
increasingly  globally  defined.
Matwomal — societies  can only
resalve thoge aspects which do
not  significantly  affect  their
position i the market when

gConormics are it stake, nabons
eeldr into the ghobal moreket

Theretore, if we are to take
seTipusly the . nbjechve
achigvement of jusiics, we must
kuild capaciby for plobal. as well
as natiemal, advocacy and social
action, In the vbjective feld of
the altainment of justice we
muzst ook far & commuanity of
ideas anid beliefs om the same
scale as that already achieved n
the subjective field of the
inferior commutonerd to justice.
{mhy in this way will our
cotnmitment meet the challenge
of this histaric mument.

Crur historic osoment

Caring the secomd half of the
20th century, it seemed that in
some parts  of  the  world
(Western Furope,  Canada,
Australia, and  perhaps  the
Dnitiel States), the formale of
medcomably halanced econoniic,
social and political developoent
wus  [ound.  This  feroda
consigted  ofr (@) capatalist
coonarnies principally opemting
i pational markets; Y oa
welfara state which regulated
those markets amd  distriboted
approsinnately  40%  of  the
natiomal  product  theough the
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provizion of univerzal public
services; and (o] a representative
democracy with 4 certun
deventralisation and division of
powor, in arder ogovern the
welfare  state  and,  through
whuch, natiomal mgrkets,

Thiz  &chema  was  far from
perfort. Among other Hhings if
wat acoased of facilitating the
imperialist exploifation of the
preplus’ of the Third Warld i
arder te sustain the high liviog
starulands in doveloped
countrivs {onoch truer e Quw
United States ar France than for
Denmark ar Taembeney), and
of  being  igoorant  of  the
ecological  umsestamabilite  of
consumption lovels that wealthy
suCiebios were reaching, Thespite
thieee accuaations, MANY
countries, tried  t0 promote
develepment I way of
democratic  capitalism  with
seelEare stabe; and some were
suscessiuk,

This schema depemded won the
abilify of the state to effectively
regilate markets. ‘Lhe obsracles
o the wvement of goods and
capital  ensered  the extamnal
sector  of  each  economy
remained relatively linoted, and
permitted the development of
national gonds” markets under
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the  ¢omdrel  of  national
mrerntents.  With  this,  the
political  contral  of  markets
became posable, and where this
was achisved wath sufficienty
healthy instilubiomal policios, it
produced good socio-economic
omteomes (better than any other
regime  humanity  bas  ewer
kpvowil,

Hmvevey, we oo longer live in
thi: histaric mament. I the last
M years, capital has lismantled
the struchures Duil duriog the
2th centory b Pesulate
Market relations Bave bocomo
globalised. and o goeat measure
have excaped frorm  mational
political cortral. Capital
tnitiatives are wo lonpger under
the ronival of oo stave, but ane
spread across Aoy, which now
must compele for inestonent.
The  precariouz  eguilibeea
reached in some parts of the
world in the second half of tha
20th wentury have heen falling
apart siowe the 1980s,

This showmld not v o surprise.
The best  private  insestroent
cppurtunity - one thal does not
Jepend on the explaitatinn of
ang  parfy’s  strength,  the
illegilmate s of informalional
ASTTNMe jes, undue
outsourcing of costs, or bribes to




politicians or public servants - js
found in relatiskaps in which
al) parties enter volunkagily. and
freary wlich they benefib, These
are winewin situations; with a
Vittle Juck, situations in whach all
the parbes involved win, and
nohody lowes.

it is much easier to esiablish
trarket  than legal  pelations,
parliculardy  betweco  stales
befarket  relatioms canm e
produced  and  extended  with
much  more  fexibility,  thus,
much mere quick!y. Buying and
refling  only  requires shared
acknuwledgment of the other's

property  and A minimal
language  with  which 1o
wnderstand  the teoms of the
exchange.  One  can  even

negariate without knowicg the

same  JAnguage,  osing &SN
luwgoage  ingtead.  harkcet
tronsactions  conslitute,  only

tleating relativnslups which and
with the exchangs of ohjects,
without Hhe need to have a great
knwwledge of the other pacty,
ety Lo contida in him beyond
the moment nf the exchimpge,
nar coaunil viwself to anything
furtbwy  than  the  apreed
compehdation.

On the conttary, legal relations
demari] a much more dedailed

knoswvledge of the other party,
more  ovmmunication  atd
staldlty ol relationships. Being
subjact to the same lasv imphes
ihe accaptance of complex Tulos
and provedures of which all the
pactics nust have a comumon
anderstanding. These rules will
be enforced not only o tle
present but also i an uncertain
fulure. These rules, {herefore,
reqquire the ability to speak rhe
game  languape  ab least o
telation o activns of & public
niature, knosy nthers sufficiently
well coouagh to eatimate their
levmige-tenn irustworthiness,
recopnise  them  as Fellow
citizens, and commit creself o
ahiding by the sane laws as
them. Legal relations kke more
time to estabbsh than morket
relarions, and thercfore, spread
roore slowly.

Az quickly a5 technological
developmends have made it
euvinprmacally  possible,  market
relations have bemn plobalising.
Ome most look e further than
fhe ofgin of the products
available  in an¥  shop
ihronghaut the world, be iF ina
tich or poor country. Temphed
by  the  opportonities  of
creased wellbeing offered by
the intermatioral  dlvision of
labour and the speavialisabon
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nta areas  of  comparative
advantape.- shtes bawe
dismantled a large munler of
the harviers wihich made the
market coicide with the nation
atate.  Thae  facilitated  rhe
ransalional flow of capital,
ooads and symbals of
COTLSUINPELOT Comosercial
relalions, easy fo establish as
explained abaye, hiave
glabalised,  producing new
conmstanption and development
appuchunities. At the same time,
thuy have generated dvinuarmwios
wihich are ditfieull fo control,
posing  serious  glolol sk,
Politival relations, oach  less
flexible and mora comples, have
not  developed  in the same
AL,

Our  historic  moownl s,
therefore, 3 perind of ransilion.
Capital has again escaped the
contrpl of political institetioms
which were alle o regulate it in
a way which promoled social
developoment. The mitii
challungne of this period consists
0 the constroction of  pglalxal
paliticn] instibutions will widch
o govern glubalised eeonamic
. ralations.

This is not the first fime, at least
mat i bhe West, woo fiod
oursehaes  Facing  a  similar

ELS

challenge. During other periods
of history, such as  during
comarercial capitalism of the
13th  conbery or with  the
Industoal Bevolnbion of the 1814
centoery, capital gor ahead of the
politwcal institutions, produciog
dynamucs which created weallh
bt ut the same time generated
serious  instability and  socal
conflick. Im each  instance,

socicties  weare  pushed o
cetablish  higher  Jevels  of
political ivsdibutiong

{successively in fhese casee: the
nabon stabe and Hwe  snelfure
state] to mdnimize he advemse
cffects of uneontrolled  capital
flows,  while comserving  the
advantage of its expansion in
terms of -E'f"fl-:"iF'IE“‘.,-'.. iy abon,
and accrued, social conpermhon.
In each of these aforementioned
examples  {rom  Europe,  the
perinod of rangition between the
ermergence of capitaliam and the
cursaliclation of rlitical
inghtutions  copable  of ks
ragulation was approximataly
pILIRTEETR

Lven thouph e powerful
foreee appear bavond conieel
and  the  construction of
irslitutions necessary to hamess
them  appears 4 remote
possibility, there is a0 reason for
tlespair. It mey lake 4 cenduary or




two of patient work 10 comnpleie
Lhe construction of  Elobal
mshtational  strmcturcs swith
which o control Qe activities of
transhatienal capital o global
i beks,

What is atb stoke v Bl dymamics
of global economy - aml of
refated freas of the envirmnment
or demography - which can no
longer hbe addeessed by the
political actions of ation stakes
but . require plobal  political
instiutions?  The  opinions
expressed by Mose who work
e these issues are celatively
convergent; 3o it 13 sutficione m
present the viels of cme well-
infurroed autlsr.

Unresolved queslions

In 201, the Luxembourger and
@COnomist, [ean-Francois
Rischard, then vice president of
the Warld Bank. publizshed a
book  entitled, High  MNoon:
twenty glabal problems, fwenty
years to slve them” (heew York:
Basic Books). With the hindsight
af almnst 10 years, his list of
grlobal problems helps to silnate
thoe dascussan, [t is as fllowrs:

AL Shuring Our planed: [ssees
mnplimg the Glebal Conemos
1. {ilobal warming

2. Biadiversity amd ecosystem
Insses

Fishetios depletion
[efnreslation

Water deficits

R

hiaritine aafety and
polluEion

E. SJJ.:Irz'ﬂg O Hunmﬂiry.‘
Fiswes  Reguidug o Clabal
Caomptment

7. Massive step up in the fight
against poverky

K. Peacekesping, oontlict pre-
verlion, combating termorism

‘. Fduration tor all

103 Calobal infe:::tin:-ua diseasrs

11. Trigital divide

12, Maniral disaster prevention
and mitiyation

L. Shenng our Rulehook: Issies
redtlay A wlobal  regudaiony
dpprrodot

13 Reinventing taxabion for the
teenty-first century

14, Biotochnolegy rules

15. Global nfwesial architecture
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14, Mlepal drupgs

17. rade., ‘nvestment and
cnmpobition rulos

18. Intellectuel property rights
19. Fcomomernze rales

M. Intemsational  labours angd
mijgration rales

Depending an ome's perspeclive,
one oromarnd ssues coukd e
addied e or subbracted  from
cach of the alhmee headings. For
wetanee, [ would  <ivil aed
pulitical  nghts,  wluch  las
become o plolal issue capable of
mtability ard
tretesnabionil I ETabunE,
nrever, Bichard cormes very
clie o his  obpechve of
providiog  ws  with  list of
potaling essues e hormomty
wbirch, without doult, abnswdy
cunstitutes 4 siogle  coomomi
and binlogical, i not political,
FoCIedy.

mrncrating

Bach mme of these problems
affects  the  three  desireble
gualitivs of wll secial systemns,
mchding the global econnenic
socinte stability, officiency and
iustice. These three ape crugial
for  the spataimabilicy of  the
homan prefsnce on earth; so
much is at stake in them.

T

These are interbvined questions
of an ecanamic clmension. On
the ono hand, meny of these
problemns Tequine a significaot
investment of resouacoes boebore
they can be addeessed. I they
are tit e efficiently addrossed ot
the glibal level, there wouald
nood e e a glebal
tediztributiom  nf
cnmparable tn that which has
already  takea  place within
nation states. On the other handd,
the resolutivm of some 1 these
prabloma would havwe

TENOONCE:S

immediate  consegquences  fur
BCOTLMMIN  CRThpetition bebwiesn
nations. Deciding on & =at of
ritles wangled creare winners and
lozers in the ahort lerm, and
thoso atatee which B3y
Ibermselvey as losets onay block
apreement. Moreoer, meost of
the problems  highlishoed by
Rischard  melate 1 natural
resources o7 pablic gockls which
affect humanity in ths cntunety.
The  division of  wosts  aod
Ienefits of  taking  care of
mATELE thame natugal
resources and producing these
bl gonds constitutes anther
challenge, one which, until now,
has been too difficult for nations

toy reach apreciment.

i shorl, 1w great problems
idenlified hy Rischard can omly



e resolved by building  the
capacity for collective  global
action, capable of questioning
old  concepls of  nabonal
soveresgmity in favour of new
glabal institutivns, as requested
by Benadict XV (Caritas in
Voritete, &7). 1f we fail in this
historic tazk ard nation states
close i oo themselve: it
defence of  therr  irumediabe
witerests i an atbempt o mesolve
their problbens alom,
catastrophe  awaits s, and
cerinne conflickss on the majoT
alobal issres will lead to cTises,
{me only need think of ihe
arment fimancial crisis. In the
absence  of  global  finanmal
gtenctures (point 12 of Rischard),
we weke either able by awvoid
the present crise, nor control it
wver Hhe last four years.

Our historic moment presants
us with a saties of challenges in
hamessing  the  globalised
coonemy, which can only be nel
throupgh the construction of a
new - globil institnbonal palicy.
This  is  wvwr  fundamweotsl
toorment.  The  new  plobal
instifbubfions  winch  bumaniby
st work hard to buoild in the
following doecades or eenberes
will i LT furulamimnital
dpreements  on the  basic
comeeps  of  justice to be

attained, And whatewer social
group, like ours, which wishoes
t help uild these new plabal
isHhations, must TTNOsE
opheront ond  viable ideas of
global justice, Are we capable of
doing so kodday?

The Jesnits

As indicated in the provicus
gecliny,  we  have  secioosly
comtaded  oumelves  to the
promation of fustice as e part of
aur wvocabion of evangelation.
It is a significant achievement
for such a [arge and widespread
aposiolic boudy, havitg
auronomously  and  vodfurmly
developed thousands of small
initiatives througluesut the world,
to by able te reach this level of
spiriaal harmony. This
achievement is swen  greater
bacauze it includes  the
incorporalion of & slong social
dimensiom within all the Jesyit
apostulates: education, pastoral,
intullectual, and certainly in the
furmation of bath Jesuits and lay
Lol labarators.

This Jesuit social actoon, spread
bBevond  that  of  the socel
apostulate, could ke
characterized by pamphrasing
thee thtes-word slogan of Hhe
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Jesuit Refugzee Service:
ACCOTR Y, ZETVE, and
kransform.

Accompanrummeend  teters 1o The
mtroduction of one’s personal
prosence inte the world of the
P i i greaten or leasar extent
sharing theit way of life, fven
including “drawing lots” with
them, a: e expression  of
Tgmacun Ellacura goes

Service consists i bringing, oue
wwn persobal  and  collective
capabilities in the promation ol
lifee b thig wial jourmey of the
poct, Abova all, oot service is
elfered I he areas of pastoral
carg, education, community
fummakion,  bukb o oal  limes it
mcludes  economic  assislance,
organibional and minagament
rasks, peace moediabon...

The acton of bransfermation
ywhich  IRS  tmanslates as
adwiwcacy W its concrete
workiog  enviconmend] s
mbeoded  te chinge  the way
more powetful thitd  parlies
treal  the ponr, when this
teeatthent is upjuat. It is tha onost
political aspect of our social
action, as itk seeks ke chungf
social struckimes which create
and reproduce injustice; comlal
the ideas which legilimate these
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sbructures; find alteroabives to
the insttudons whach underpio
these strocrures; musdify  the
social  and  polidcal  power
relationships upon they are built
aned susiaiped; help the unjusty
impoverished aictinns nrganise
Lhernzelves: and raise awareness
af those living on the margins
anid offer them wars nf getring
involved in the defance

Whether or not this is the same
a5 whal we tefer [0 as
‘advocating’ depends on one's
understanding of the word. As
s cenwneply used by MGG,
‘sulvocating’ hides more than it
reveals alwnut the richness of the
forma and Jdimensinns of the
social struggle far justies in
whach the Jesuit apostolic body
has been ivolved sixe  the
tienes of Terum Moval . From
the  motivational — perspective,
‘advocating” fails to capuce the
pain of that stougele: oues were
not markyts of advocating, Tt
of jusboe. “Advecating  alse
evokes @ <erlaln techhoctacy:
experts who take on cauzes and
carmpaign n theie taveur, ralber
lbvan  the  poor oerganising
thamsalves as priagonists o
thesir ow e liberabion.

bince importantly  bre own
argument, ‘edvpcating' as term




could become a political short
cut; it Juggests igsucs  rather
ha  stewckures,  groups  of
conwern rather than socieby aa a
whole, influence over decisions
rather Han the radicai
recrmstruction of the framework
in which decisions are laken. As
we have stared. it i preclsely
this feameworks we s going
bl Sulcessive  creses, having
demonstrated i impotences in
the face of the maasive problems
of the global economy, and s
inability 10 develop conceprs of
justice capable of tackiing these
challenges.

Ir 5 noi that  the  word
“advocating’, as b is conunonly
understood by MO0, lacks
HULSE UT B (T some way harmifui.
Moy the expert action of [ocal or
sectorial advocating within a
framework  of  established
dedsion-making has its place in
Hw: work of soncial
transfcrmatinm toswards greater
jushice. Howewer., it gnly
comstitutes part of this wark, oot
all of it. It does not aven
constitute the most historcally
enlightened part: for it responds
bwetter to the varous short-term
cpportunibes - the deadlioe of
propects prosented for funding -
rather than e voderlving nesd
tor histone rmcibon in which

we find ourselves. As such, it
wioan: womyy te wse the tero
‘advocating’ as a synonym nf
the enoment for transforrnation,
we wWill have 10 revise thus e
carefully.

Az indicatend abowve, oy greatest
hiskoric reccssity he:s mo the
construction of 4 worlfwicle
msttotionalised  pobty able to
restrain globalised capital,
regulate markets which hawe
expanded throughout the wirld
and subordinale their cxcessive
stremeth [or ihe good of luman-
ity. Thiz glahal nstitutenalised
pality - will  need o be
underpuwed by far peachong
andd coherent concepts of pustice
within a legal structure.

{hrer the last century, the Social
Aprstolate of the Snriety has
bipn taking concret: measores
supporting  justice. Throughout
most of this perind, the srale of
the prablem was national, as
were the political instruments
and theories of justice designed
to address it. In many places, we
gained a significant degree of
influgnue pwer netional decision-
makers  in pohibcal  oand
governmental curles and among
prrassranty social achvises.
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In rtecent decades, effectve
salutions b problems of ustics
have  [nceeasingly  slipped
bevond the reach of individoal
nation slake, Cnpepts of ueboc
based wn the mnation, palitical
instruments ot nation states - or
the apganigatioma established to
influence them - are o longet
safficiort o odldeess these
problems. They ape not only
brsulficient, et ollen
mmplele]:.-' ineftectiva, hecanss
they are based on the concept of
natiomal - soveTeignly, the
principsd - nbstacle o the
rucessLry  establishment of
et il lional Tiaiework. [n
i songrle Elodad econamy, cerlain
subtcomes, desizable at natiooal
lewel, vould cause wusl harm
to others outside that fadion,
wndl  motional  interests couwld
pettalvie  necessary  colleelive
global artinn.

The division of the Society’s
apostalic  boaly  obe prosamces
alung mobonal 4kl subenational
wnes has prabably  been e
teasan we have been slowr in
davelaping ideas of justice and
orpanisational  structunes  which
would have obfered us
opportunctes b omuke A
sirufisnt  contribubon ko this
comshitvent phase for the wordd Tt
i5 o corwidence thatr He

',

midety’s onmnisation best akle to
take the leap inte globs] prolitical
acticm in i own speofic e of
activities have boon JRS an
organisabion  whuse  authenity
dives ot cepeod on tle
provimces. Howuier, the actions
of JES are limited koo sectorial
adrieacy in favour of spocific
interest prompe. For instance, it
doez not cover all the aspichs
which should be taken intw
acrount to esmblish a ooew plobal
insbtutional framuewodk regiord-
iy the migration of the pror,

Those in the apostelic body of
the Socety whoe work n Iecal
andfor soctorial advocacy are
being led by their own work,
snmetimes with perplexity, bo
tackle global wrhich
cannot be acdressed by
summing the interests of the
groups  whose  rights  they
detend. Tley oee faced with a
global  wonomic society  far
wrore cornpex M the national
sibualions with which they are
nsed to dealing, The perplexity
as to hmw to organise this new
glnbal sooety, maybe a feeling
shared by ws all, wwnsbtobes @
Eood stachnp poit fooo wldeh
te address fundamental  taaks
abwead of us.

icsues




Conclusion: thiee funda-
mental tasks which we
are not taking seriously
cniough

1 We must recagaise
mereasimy nueiber nf propiems
af juskice and  susteinebility
Sacing  fwmauify  cenaet be
iediiressed ab natipral ieoel,

If sarc want to maintain fhwe kevel
of capacity we have devalnped]
aver  the  last MWW wears
promoting  justice ab ndabional
level, we have to organse
oursclves on 4 global scale for
this “strugele Fer justice. This
requiens A change in mantality, a
willingress: to invest serinusly in
transiational initiatives, o And
2 shared mede] of discenunont,
ortganisaticn and  action at
inbermatiomal lewiel, amd dispoee
of a4 form of central coordination
of all these processes, which can
only  Te  the  General  Cuorna
becauge oaly the Father Seneral
has 2 specific massion  witl
respect to glechal ad i,

L Wi rrusl recogrnesz tal zpecific,
laval, sretonal  fte Advoeroy
actwres we depelop ot aHomal,
Arecd o et Tess exdend, glolal
el cemsiitita walughie sheps
Joriued et are o theinselnes

mzuficramt tnopeat the grale of
the challenes jfacimy humnndhy:
e corsirieiion of o pofrtcal
insfitulional frameiork vepabie
o rsg.;ufafz'u'g markake da seepy
the momnime goad,

Gring from national o global
levels dees not mean ool
gglending of coordwabnp our
present socie-poelitival wock, it
alsn means  exbendmg owor
ambibdor  towarde  effectively
influcncing the TI-EOing,
canglitnent processes of the naw
inzhtutinal  framework, The
possibility of promotiog pastice
at Incal and scctomal levels in
the f{ortheoming cenurics will
deped  crudially on the
ot of e procuesues.

0 Wb wegard 0 the
gﬁwmeuhmwi e st alsp
recdindise (At oy ooty of
ATl motfo@ioa (b it
mojavenr of dee proemsfion of
Twstoe it we have achteved fn
tne wretversal apestolic b of

me  Soctedy  cootb o be
duberafiorily  trapslared  inlg
capacity for plobul acbin:.

In fact, weo lack capswity, This
ncapacity will geow Lhe oore
we  detarh  nuesalves  Erokn
currept sectorial advocacy
activities, amal tutn owr atlention
bt the constiboent processes of
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the new global institutional
Framvesenrk which will
determine which policivs will be
possible  in the  future. Owur
shared  spiritual  motivation
censtilnes a basis of enurmous
value, but it is only a basis. T
wake real progross in mecting
the clhiallenges of justice in wur
time and tuly promote  the
Liberation of the poor, we need
tr Build shayed concepls of
glabal  justice  onto these
spiribval - Foundationa.  Upon
these  concepls  we peed o
construct  crganisational  foroos
proposed by a vange of groups
from social  movements  to
budies whete fhe consbfuent
digscussions on the new warld

A4

imstitutional  Gumework  are

tak'mg place.

The Society of Jesus can ansd
must feal imsignificant i the
fare of the complexisy of the
world, of the power of the
sconpnyic and  polifical  forces
aperafing  within i, of  the
spivitual and moral ccheess of
olber maditdons and groups .
However, we muast not abaocon
the fundamental ambibon of
bringing, the veal justice of the
Kingdom of (wd to the poor of
thue arthy, for the salvation of all.
I our view, this vequircs woe
iake on these three iaondamental
tasks, Hirst in the area of ideds
amnd disemssion, then also in the
atva of organisafion and action.



Faith and justices
an updating

vt i ek’ b
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Mary Molan

iti-baeh i sbebilh
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In this article, {he author describes bos faill and pastice are
inseparable in authentic Chrisiian and, [gnaitan Iiving and bncases

on four questions and tuming points that have protoundly

imfluerwed her hie,

On Avstralia Tlay b

January 20711, I was
made a Member nf the Order of
Ansimlia General  Division
(A ML) For service o peopie il
acqueired brarn oguries, parhsuboedy
as wn widmereate v gy approsriak
accemgrendatioe’. I Tuly, at ibe
Australin Jesaits FProviooe
Aggeam by, T was one of five lay
people who  received  the
Companions Medal? In N2 I
moeived A Human  Righes
Award for my “Grousd broaking

* Austrplan Jesml Prowgee A xsembly
ciliibpssu

5:I5.-'-l:i.13.1inna_}-{u:}'_ﬁnlan_ﬂﬂll.lldf

gnd tiogering work R Bring the
ealee OF wneeg pesple fhoarang
homies b pullic elienlion”. And in
2003, v rmdw  decomenkicy
“Locked in witl frivmds”* foaturing,
our son Chrivtepher aned friends
won ithe Human Rigltz Media
Avird, Despite thwe dificuitice
Chns's foenads Tomew learet that
sHONG Frigndehips wathey even oe
wered slotets oaud o far g
CAMIErERLioN dodsi' T AlIeYs pegLne
g ahiling in sppak’.

hCipec e weye. b el g luvalfSgmies
;‘:}Hh’ll"ﬂ'i.—'“lﬂ!:"}ﬂ'.‘.hhn e lislen Ly
the awdio <lick o1 “‘Locked in with
Fricads®
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Like Mary, con madel of Tission
i Chrstiane Libe Conunucaty
(CI£2), | ask how can this be and
ponder Al these things inomy
beart 1gave thanks {or the grawe
that has brought ns thue tar and
[fis posewr wonirng 2 we whzol con
o infahely et o o mak
w7 iz

Faith onal justice ane insepamable
in  authenti  Chrisian  and
lgnatian liviog In the words of
Sicabh, we ore called *to live
justly, t love tenderly and to
walk humdly with oalr God™,

After a slory, T will deserife four
hurning puints and queestions in
my life and Jaith and jusgiee
story which have peefouncdly
influenced wha [ am and all |
dar. 1 shall then pive examples of
aur ways of prooeeding and
reflochions on them Justice in
Cengral Cobpregations 25-35.

[ begin with a story. A few
vears agn, o 25 Mardh, Feast of
(e Anooneciatien wed  Workd
CLC day, 1 iowk Christophar for
a walle Ac owe walked, T
axplained it waz the Ffeast of
Many's yos In [aith te the Father.
She didd oot koow wlat  the
future would hold or how the
Father seould shape the world

 Ephiesnans 2

4i

through ber Yes. That ooming T
tolil baon i oy prayer that [ had
a grep senye of something moce
at work in the awfulness and
pain of his =ilation, Chris was
very abenbrve. Them 1 oaclded,
Clheis. if ever God lets e near
lwse peacly gakes, o going o
have a damn vt of questioms to
askl Ar this Chris Darst ot
laughing - the thought of Gl
having to deal with me in tull
questicning mode was 50
f sl og,.

A jonrnisist wsed that stecy o
an article in & daily newspaper,
ahd  told e many peopls
comnmented on it Years later,
pesple hare spoken o me ol
tbar  surprlse ond ther
attracHon to a Cod who is open
to questions, who can meet ws
even 1 amess, Tosuspect 1hat
imagre wf God has led e w
foemnulate questions rather than
presutna too mwoch. And sorme
prepie dne draown e that,

Furning poinis, kKey
gqueshons, faith  and
justice '

[ wits bori o 1943 during werld
war two, the eldest of 3 children
wha lived simply on a =mall
[amil}r larm jiy Vickowia in a close
Cathele pacish and cotoumuuty.




Catholica and  "non-Catholicy’
had little conkact and bigommy
1ag wideapread. Mluzic,
laughter and  hospitality  and
shatinyg whal we had were port
of life.

My parents  mammioge  had
famruly and hinancial pressures.
The relatinnship began o aller
whent T owas aloul len. 1 was a
bright, devout child, attentive 1o
sigrse of discord. 1 rried to keop
the poace, praving thar we could
be like “good Catholivy’ who
seemmed perfect.

First Turming Poiat

The first tuming poink came at
Christmas 1957 when I was 15,
and m¥ mottwer left my father -
sarnething unknown in thatk e,
and a scacdal in Catholic circlos.
Ay motler gave vs the dwice 1o
stay or to go with her. e
moved b the nearest ot
Ballarat. The dislocation was
hard ennuph. But manye Eroim
fhe previous parish crossed to
the other side of the strest rather
than meet ws. | experienced
profound rejechan ams]
dislocation. To  this  day, the
poad spirit uses this 10 lead and
teach me, and the #vil one b
bring tear and discouragement.

burn and Uad lived apart for
the cest of theit lives, but loved

o anolher wntil death. It ook
me years boooceallse that the
presumptions and judgements
made by these outside the
fanuly did more damage than
what hoppeoed withon it And
Those who judped balieved ey
were tnight. But  they were
midguided people of the low
rather than spirit.

A key questivn arose for me,
what dues " it mean 10 be
Catholic amd Chrlstidn and da I
want to be part of it?

Although  many  presumed |
would enter teligious  Ide, |
krew in my heaed Bk was not
nwy call,

I became a vadiographer and
married 1oy tnsband Tehn in
1965, We moved ke s farmily
farm  at Meredith  where
Caihelics were a minooty. There
[ took patt in my first inter-
chuerch LTI, and oy
Frotestant neiglbour introduced
me b0 prayulg with scripiore.
e had two childeen, WMarnye
Loise and Christopher. [oho
and 1 were active in the wider
communcty and parish through
IHurgy, ouosic and  religious
eclucation of children. [ workesd
in  hosptals,  tead  widely,
pasticipated  in adult  Eaith
edacation cooses, theolugy and
serivbure in tlede post Yatican 2
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yers. 1 sought understanding,
and belomging in e church.

Second Turning point. secking
God, finring CT.C

In g mid thirties, | was restless
angd kel beckoned to ‘more” in
lifc and prayer. 4t that time Ve
parish situanian was didboult,
with people leaving parsh and
charch. John and | gathered o
small grewp which met o pray
and seck the way abead. |
became leader and afler a vear
sogght  to conmect with  the
wider ¢hurch. We tried other
Catholie  movomonts, b 1
somehosy knsw at oy call was
not thete. I found Yoo by Jesnit
Mack Lnks. Far several months
| prayed with this program of
[emistian prayer.

My questinn bocamg, what docs
it mean o be Calbolic mmarriced
ley woman in charch  today
(pst Watican 2} arcl how can |
IFwe fully?

In 1952, in the Jesnit mapazine
Maddenmt | cead about and was
attracked to the 1% CLOC Reloeat
and Cowrae in Sydrey, Jubo
enconitaged me to e to Sydney
in 1983, and 1 made my fiest B
day silent directed refreal and
tho 3 day CLL Course,

JdE

I had oever met a Jesut Before
o1 made a silent directed ratreat,
and | was the first [A¥ pecsun my
divectar, Ceradd Coleman =), had
direcred. Farly an the retoead, [
asked, Lond what have you got
e inhe? But the retreal was g
profound expetience of God, of
‘coming home’, of bolonging,
anul fandisyg the commem strea
uf Chrisdan Iife kv which T was
called,

Creer the years, [ returned to
Camald for annual 4 day retreats
and the Spinhen] Exerceses and
we breeame veny gond friends in
the Lord. Gerald had grosn up
in & Jesuit parish and schoel and
tlear entered the Socicty. Ho weas
immersed in Ignatian spiribual-
ity and Jesai e T knew that |
had Fewn fed o flis Ignstian ey
for  many  years,  withuut
knowing, and was engaging
with a language, frapesrerk and
structure which was cenhavies
old about which | knaw Lkl
With my simple lay way of
relating  and  conversmg  and
Gerld s VOTY s turegd
religioos  manner,  we  petse
wvered  in condersabon wnbl
hidden tfreasuncs began tn be
revealed o oeach of wa a3 we
‘bruke open’ lgnatian language
and practice frivm oy oee lived
experienee. This was Iy first
experienwe  of  divlogie i




dffuremee  betveen  lay CLC

rrembers and Jesuils,

I also et Josee Gzell then
Executive Secretary World CLC
Fome, at that [irst meering, She
spoke of her small CLC group
during the riots jn Paris in 1962,
with CLC mermbers belonging 10
biath sides of the conflict. They
were able o listen and, despite
ditficulty, dialogue in differcnee.
That sirple bul profownd truth
shll inspites and motivabes me.
Jusee and | became gond friends.

Christian Life  Commaunity
{CLC) After my return from
Sydney, our local group agreed
to by CLLC, and we hegan our
CTL puroey meeting foroghely
with me as guide, leader. Twent
to annual meetmgr amd netreats,
mmaindy ta Sydney which was a 12
browr bus prurmiey away, | wianied
ta enter C140 more deeply and
sought to clarify the' language
which remratred bath e bleck and
epprortunity for ine wied others. |
often  sought  clarification  and
azked questinns 10 ensuce T heand
and understood what the obher

wias s1vims,

Fr MNeowl Bradbord 5], then
coordinatar of CLIZ, agked muwe to
help omganise CLC Cowrs in
Melbcurne and in 1984 1 met
Aupstralian, Fr Patrick OFSullivan
9, then World CLC Vier

Boclesial Acssictant in Rognwe, for
the first tiome.

Iy 1986, after our first Mational
C100 Arsambly we discerned,
[kr we feel called o benome a
MNatipnal Commuonity?  There
wild i LANINCLILE ves. ¥e set up
a Victorian teamn and a year laler
the Assernhly electad a Matbonal
ENCO. I wias elected the first
President of Nat CLC TXIO and
served I terns before finishing
Lt 2K

In ¥k T was elecktsd as an
Australian delegate to WOLL
Aszembly in Guadalajara [when
our CLC Geperal Principles
were accepted). I was reselecled
m P oand  elected  Viee
President of the  WLLO
Execative Council in 199,

My yoaes on Woeld CLC EXCO
were  seonderful,  rich and
challenging. Listening o
natonal cormunmnities with their
differenses of culrure, languoag:
and  CLC  experience and
divcerning  the  way  abead
brought  muoch  dialogue  in
tifference,  Many  found  my
Aussic  gcoent anasing and
disconcerting!

in 1997 T began twa younger
CLC groups in Melbourne and
am still gaide. The light and
dark in secety amd chrch have
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dooply affected us. The honesty
and trust in our mestings has
heen gl

Third Turnirg Point

The third turning poinl began
vn the feast of the Visitation 31
May T4988. when cor dayghier
Mary Locize died oo car
accident aged 21, Silence best
surroneds the Jeath of one's
child. T wondered of 1 would
survive and it owr manage
would survive - Jodu and |
simply could pel be there for
o another i the same way.
Thank Cod, family aad pood
frismds supported us. 23 wears
later, the rawwness remaing. by
prayer wai sunply coming &
Coxd a8 T was filled with anger
and grief. God met me there.

Low's death afferted "sach af 1z
and as a family. She had a preat
gk Frer dining fully e moneent she
laxd, wnd she chayeed awr aftifasdes
te L st i, John, Chrs and T
were close and - listened, pave
honest feedback to each other
and rospoctod 1he athor's point
of view. Clreisiopber finished
hig 1hied wear of law fecenumics
at ety and took 8 year's
break in 1984 - living and
vrorking at the [esuit Boys Hops
in Cinwciooall wel backpiscking
m Centrinl dmercica.
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In 1991, {hris who was a high
achievet wnd  with o preat
capacity tor diversa friendahips,
Lraught the loves of his life -
proeple, musie and the land -
toether. With bwo friends b
skarked A mugsic festival o @
natueal amphitheabe on our
tamily faron for 250 poople
Matadiibh busie Festival [Ril(T)
0TI, BB OO has Tk
becnme one of Apshealia's Dost
testivals anad will gather abowot
14.000 people together for its 21
hirthday in December

Forcrth tierming podnd:
dislocation, catastrephe and
comuz. A differert wordd gagh ne
k] rzap

v May 199& Clris soffered a
mulb-urgan collapse and a very
severe  acquired  hrain i|1j|_|rr,r
(ABL in Hanwi, Toehn and 1 set
w0 groap of 4 with twe cloze
fricods  of  Chris & ake
decisioms  for himn. ARler g
medical raller coaster and &
months i a coma, Chris “woke
up' langhing at a joke indicating
he Wk hearing atd
understanding. Few helieved s,
Aped 28 he went o love inoan
agad care numsing home with
funding fur rehabililabion

therapies. This plongad gs intaa

nevy Tl sanlh no road map, o
changss  of coolest  aml  of




neuroscience discaveries of the
capacity of the brain to recover,
we have jowmeyed with him.
He is “lncked in' without vision,
speech,  of  nwvement, bt
cnmmunicates norneyetlally and
desives 20 much ke live like fully
as he is. Advocating Ior Chris
and others unable w speak for
themeelves  las led me ta
previously unimapined places, |
pray, Lord, love and lead me.

Faith and Justice -
discovering a way

Friends and family continue to
joummey with him and us, Sevete
ABL in 1996 was regarded as
hopeless.  In 194, whils
veflecting and  writing & case
stacly about Chris, 1 realised
[with athers) that thye
partnership  model  we  had
developed  with Chris was
wrupuae. Thed 05 whal e nere
depip and  thr way we o wers
fopcther, b e procceded  wad
coptmypinated  were  umigue  @id
special, gred Clits wows maoh Deiter.
[ realised that insdncdvely §owas
adapting a 1O way  of
praceeding and disceming, and
il was wravking for both Cheis at
centre ancd For those in the
tearn /netwurk. Helating was at
1t$ core. Lislen/attenl, witeepret,
share and tell Cheds what [ wee
gbserved  and  understood,

discarm respimse, send amd then
evaluate. After [eeling woiceless
andd ke, 1 foumd my mwl our
wnice by express owr way of
proveoding in that writing, and
tor thwr firsl linme gave some
"woice” to Chris and ws.

Siowe then, seeking the way has
often  invedved  working  with
others who seak justice. [ have
heen co-founder of theee groupe
hal have advecabud successfully
for major change, all dlose to the
prenple they sere, All live zocial
nstice, Many ara lapsced or non-
practicing Cathelics, As people
ol Taith they reveal much in
COTErsafl.

The first group was Inahility
Possibility  2001-2111  tetery
mhiiipossitnlity.org. e, Ir be
gay in response tu Chris's long
eye blink of his eves for Yes.
Yreung [manly CLC) volunteers
and Chris came together te plan
and build a feal wy Mayv 2001 o0
Righlight the plight of young
people mm nursing horoes
(YPINHY with severe acquired
brait  mjury  (ABL. Thesr
prlisdeers awrt 5o toved by e
isndatinr and  margiedisation of
people [k Chris  that téey
confimamd  aud fooned ax
meerporgted By wlror s
perseicred for pier 10 Jears.

) |




In 01, tow, soame of s
concented  Tor YTLINIT  asked,
P copr o ik Dot dugckher?
That comversalion led to the
Formation of YPINH
Consorlinm. Ifs Maticnal
Corfercooe  was  attended by
ovver 401 people Trom all Tevels
of NGOk, povernment, oadi
annd families from every  shote
and territory in Austrain. We
then Tormed o Matiomal YFINH
Alliance wmm. ypeearg,air

Tee 2004, we heard 1Rat fuwe
cuvaing hotne (BH) where Cheis
ived was going o clnse. Cleis
hod nowhere Lo go, Toho acd
gt willy 16 ol Chris' family and
friends b meet ta discusa his
reeds and  foture. The "What
does Chris  want®  {WDACW)
gromp has mef monthly since
thwo. Ao effective WDCW
pelitecal and nedin campaign in
2005 resulted in the landmack
2006 agrecment bebwesn Slate
el [ederal  Goseriements o
fund a YPINH Project for 5
years. WKW focneses on Chris
and lhe specific swtomic saps
Ioe him fand others like him).
All attend closely to Cluls wha
s e 43 VPars ald.

For all of Hese growps, [
imstrctivety  wdapt the ‘'CLC
process’, Ay of procesding af
Iistening anid dizcornting Bre way
wiread, respecting e lampeage
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of officrs, Experignce, reflection,
welion, evaluation: Heoem send
suppnart, enaiuatey

Simoe MM, we Teve ooy ered
and named three mafor e
blocks’ for Chrés and oflwrs like
bimn.  Wo o bave made  some
progress imclearing them.

- The frst was the deadlock
ebween Stale and Fuederal
Fovermrent: about who waa
espansible for the peeds of
young pocple with Lability
in omuesiog henws who conld
not speak  for  (hemselvis
Secial and  polificn] analysis,
creatibg  societal  awarenoss,
and  the 2006 landpsek
ogreement bebween levels of
government  have made  a
difference. Bot the problem is
nel seived,

‘The sevotd, for those lika Chris
wha neel nursing carve, is Lthe
philosoplical  and  praciival
chism  bebwesn  the  sncjal
fdisability]  amd  moedical

rrercde Ly of caep” Tha

* Warld Health Drganigation §WHII] m
itz [ntemational  Classlication of
Functiwung, Dizalahey  amd  Heath
CTCF 2001 wdvcelienp gl cinlled L che
ven oo ook fogetlesr. Tporesgoncs 0
this meed, an 2O, WERHW 5 boak,
“deguired Srain i AR A soce-




prevailleg culture ol
individvalism and consumer-
IS 1% oppoadd 0 gonuine
partrership, I & work
published. by WDOW, It
Hetbert Alfonso sj explains the
difference benween individual
and perscoalism®.

“Thewe 32 A wodd of diferens
bk ‘rrelzencdnt’ sincd
‘meraomeitsm’. A ‘persom neressery
conncfes @ freedom thaf i omen fo
athers, wet a Defng closed & ow
ifzell (this digtfer i
‘tnditadualisg’) — me et grows,
develups, teatures uecizely by the
prrdprperannel relzhonships G
aalallizhes ™7

The book is significant but we
shill hawe a lomg wiy b go.

- The wunderstanding f the
brain’s capacity to recover las
chianged radically from  the
hopelessness of PO

mecicul madel af ccibe for FowiE propls
Wi e aoghined Beais g,

U A cguired bratn fnfuey AR A socro-
e mrended af vave Sk ey peame
wirh  sovere .;:T:q-m'r-r.r.l' hng Jfep”
[H.Il:ulish:d b WY in 2003,

Alboido,  Herbert 5, T
Forsomnc Pox-arioe g e icion
intzmatienal reprnt byt Sectcaariale
for Ignntian  Spinweality, Burgo =
Bpirito 4 M9S5S Bame, Haly and
Cujarat Sahim Prakash. p Baa T
Saand 15801, Gujarst, [ndin

Advances In neuroicicnoe,
neuroplasticty grnd tiaw
imaging  techmiques  are
revalubionising bryin rescarch
- (he pew [romtier of medical
srierie, Lt collective view of
iZhns as locked i igFverilied.

Chres heaes aved uonderstands ot
is unable o move, speak or sec.
He comunanicates willh {aciel
gxpressions, vocalisiog and
lang Blink for ves, has a great
senge of bhumeowr and continues
te mnake sinall gains. By learning
tugether to notice and ‘read” his
non werhal ocommunicabon, he
arvd we give and receive. We do
not simply ask what can we do
for vou? Buk also will you du
semething for me? Clris s el A
}3:&551'1.'9 Tecipient but an EFIH':'IEIE‘-I]
and responsible person, He has
gained purpose and meanisy o
miakinys o dillerence for himself
and others, and s 7 “beocon of
hope”. He is now eabing. Last
season he won the  feotball
tpping competitivne wsing his
long Blink to indicate his chaos
of tkeams., He has a profound

"Hauhy, lean-Dominique * The Divivg
Pt crad Moy BupterTy, ' LSGM | 83702
T 5 Frnrth Byl Limited Geest
Bricgin 19997 sired the film of the sane
natne DD 2007, Baoky sofered
WerY  sover: Bran imjary similar Lo
g, His only movemenr was gn ewe
blink whis:b he ceed G diceale his book.
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influpnce om many, incloding
wose wlw o 0 the BMeoadith
hfusic Festival which he attends
and whers he is still inveheed.”

dctivations, reflechions

Livmg the Spunted] Rxercises as
a way of lifa changes ua. 1 tind
rogself Lving the prace of the
first weeek, of being luyed and
acrcepted as T am, with energy
for Christ's mussion n responze
te such lewve, Of auffering with
the wvulnerable (like Chuis),
1eying v S ITLTHD with
organisations and people who
may espiruss Christian values
but e not always live them,
il can misuae their poswer. T
. have felr thal rejecion deeply -
a5 [esus dhd oo being by the
Sribes  and  Pharisoos  who
espoussd one thing aod lved
anotlwr,

I have hwen blessed wilhy the
lgnalian EXETILIL of
conersion, and struggle with

2

I'|I:l:|'.'|:_|".|']‘\'l:ll1.|1ur'|l.i.'.-:-.'|'|..1ull_'s.l||p9rn:|'.ﬂa_r
-al'l'll:lr-lthE'EtrE'_l"ﬂﬂ-Hr'IS-Ehr'lS-r'I-:I|.:|I'I-
iack-and-ma me-nalany, video clp of pre
and poskinjuryg,

ILEp: fy wewries oL et o mysEd frdnnn
ar pdadu Han0hkeCiting  Ynu fuka
cip of Dpening ot Galeen  Plaing
festival 2011 with Molan Famlly.

Bl

the rezulting expecrabion thist
uthers, partculaely  those  in
amthority it Cathol
orparmsabons, will wnderstand
az 1 do. Tn spite af all oy
exrerence, as g CLT Iay womian
I do net bave authurity that for
veample.  bureaucrats, NOA s
ang  Jesails Rawe. Hew oo ]
proceed in an lgnatan way? The
way seng like fesus contimaing
lonweards Jeeasaleon - shll walling
bo conbinue the converaation, 440
liweer faith, nol by the low Lot by
ihe heart,

Al CLC pemsons living
authentic CLC way nf life, [
heliewe, have <ne thing o
coman - 4 way of proceading.
of liatoning and being attentive
1o our experience of God, sclf,
oflwes wnedl  the world, of
disceming, sending. mesponge
and evalualing on yersanal and
ceateniunal levels, T seay sonnd
sEinpia, bl g [ i oe aliseorsorod
wrer thesy fast poedrs, Hhis is the
weans  Hear osaghles and
CONNECES personRs b ogeak Iritl
J!i'.:gﬂﬂmr”. It s the "how”. | hawve

COCLe ldentibr and massion e wid
gevelop wliar we feflave nobe oee of
L e resmaity coetheier s e
FTICEST -:'5'" aiscerameet  ued plowe
fistaigy apd Salague skills fhat we
Toen r suer cEnrma iy Wil deane
R Mhem inoresoiving cowflion and
takiagy g deceqians of all devels




used and adapted it with amone
Wte e lizten througe their o
sny, ‘pong noab their door,
and  with  proops and
vrganigations as 1 have
described. We need to adapt our
ligtening to the “language’ of the
Parson - even i it 15 pon verbal,
and b converse fromn there.

liee " Aaorrorliin Comman Misgion |90
o iy Commaoz Mivelos fuper J95E,
“Migman (¢ the qualin of mroseace e
brijvig fo ehe wartd' - family, weord,
aciieintes, ERARRe S calieh wa Briloee,
Ml Ly Ve ahe i ke wowld,

13 this THHE spiritual
conwersation?t! Tt s bused in
listeniny,.

In Cuadalajara 1990, (he then
World O Viee President
[osefina Errdzariz said that CLO
has the potential o cange e
criteria Iy which fudyeerls e
e i our socienies. Dhespite
uncortainty - about  what  lies
ahead, [ know we dn.

N The Comvieations Ward of God !
Thomas ) E:fl:'.ln_"_-.' Y ISEM 0-9124X2-
5a-3 Tnstitwee of Jesoil Suwces 15TR.
'‘Slmple and Fiendy somversnanon
Wy ore gf the el weans of apostolic
winfiry: emploved I §t fpnative @l
this  praceviure pedefeored anid
whdergirded @l oniter more  eisble
servies e owiah i stceess oy Meevs
Hirxs Krsairs o airlbied, "
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“Qur Mission: To share an
experience with a refugee family”

Bl sl

i

PRI EO e E L 3 e s e eI

Lara Kadouzian Haddad

In this short article Lam Kadonzian Haddad {014 Tehanon) shares
with ws her experience silh two [Lamilics of refugees that has

deeply affectes] her Life.

hak 1 hawe to offer s to
be able to liater 10 the
pther. That is why |

fell driven o vesit soimwong who
recds to talk of a past long mone,
a present which  seem: 2o
aenbiguous, and o fubane full of
clrewcl, nnpatience angd hapee.

Having lived npaslf s
experience dwing the war in
Lebannn, merling these people
wras ot heavy or o Yoke to bear.
Crite thw vpposite; it proved to
b o hme of jor and sharing,
This titme with: them made me
recall  the Hme when  we
nurselses, and all our family,
egcapix bo Syria to stay with my
maternal grandmiciher, For o
this. was a poud memury,
despite the peastns we wers
there, womil FEhe teason  was
bevause of the people whao

&b

welorimed us wikll vpen hearts.
But 1 must admit that the war,
especially when B corditiwed for
such a loarg time, did On une
hand harden our bearts and on
the othar made s vulrerable.

On my wvisits 1 bad with me
angther CLC memboer, Rindala.
Wi were of the same opindan
that we shnuld take our chikleen
with us on these visiks Nocause
the two [acolies  we  wore
visiting "had children tne and
v wiore of the same age as
puars. Tve wera =0 riElh'f_:hTeﬂ Ty
e ouv children and those we
werg visiting had so much jov
ancl ot on so weall with each
cther.  Cwr childien  looked
forward e wslte aod were
disapeinted when they could
ot coaree with us. Cme of the
Families bad bwo children: a b




of & and a gl of 4. The other
family had 7 girls henvern age
2Mand 3.

What really fouched mw in the
sharing with these bvo Families
was that the parents did not
cirmplain about their sitnation.
'['J'u:ei_r m'll}r omesrn waa  the
cducaboen OfF their ehildren o a
gounty where the culture and
echoladtic education was S0
différent. They have a challenge
ko Face i brying, 10 adapt and get
used wr the new custorms and at

e same lime mabntain Lheir
own identity and owm custooms,
Moreover, the older childmen
could not go to achool hecause
they have to work te help thei
parents.

In short tlis is wlat T rceally
wanted w3 share with yoo: a
sunple  experience  wilh these
two families that have left an
imprint 1 me and whoe hawe
srivem mmw sn rouch.

May the 1ard he their guide in
avery shep of ther Jives.
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A year after my return
from Maiti

L

Ramiro Pampols 3|

Coordinator of the ¥Yvorkers Mission in Spain

In this article the author describes his experence among the poor
i Haite after he bad been wackisg for 23 pear: i Banveloni as a
wiorker prigst. 1n Haiti he ¢ollaborated with his Jesuil companions
wearkimg for JIES and the T'e v Alevria schoels and experenced first-
hiend & poveesty Miat is Aifficalt b imagioe

hem won want e
deacribe an event in
your Life ina mement

in which youo ae well into
retirement aga, it is both eagy
ancl clifficult to e ewpeative, |
can't think of any allemative,
buit to intenereave in puzzle-like
torm, bwo o experences which
come K mark, my life

‘The firgt was Ty 1w a5 a worker
priest it a number of fackones in
Bercelar, This cxpenence lasted
28 yeans, mwst of oy working lifo,
and has detarmined the course of
oy et peeenl, and, [ oagdine,
Fy Eubuce,

Heprwevat, pon tetireient At a7
voears of ape, 1 wanes[ be
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“rediscover”  sumething  which
my enchasive dedication o Lhe
workine cliss and bace unmon
world has not alowed:  the
winrld of the really paor.

In addition o this cuncern, the
aptien of ot importdooe ot 70
rroars Of ayme hay been my dasice
to serve in the ponreat Latin
Armetica couniry, Haitl. Thete |
collebotated  with  my  Jesult
cormpanicns  working for fRS
and the Fe y Alegria echools,
Lafwa al: ki konkap.

tdy feur years there allowed me
10 dovelnp a decpor Cnderatand -
ing of the phenoenon o
laterial poverty and, abaove all,
af the poor Lovs say that the



wotld ol the European wotking
¢laza inibally Formed patt of the
world's poor. That now it's much
rore cumples aod diftoolt o
deterining, despite the fact thal
tharre are roote than tout millicn
people  unemployed v my
couantbry @t ibe moment.

The puverly 1 experienced first-
hand in Haibi s muoch Jwaesher
and harder to imagine. After the
Japoary-M10 carthquake - the
ntensily of which 1 pemsooally
experierioed - H Dacame even
crueller, if that's possible.

Experiening this reality, up cluse
rn a daily bases, has made an
CTiormuils - impack on o,
Concrete imaguwes and events in
thy moind interonoect ot every
morrent wikh plher vch more
plessurable  and  peovocitive
migieses  fromy Ty Do
ervitemment. Siwe iy retum |
Tevven't bween able imagoe life -
oF Ty Temauung aclive years -
wilwni thinking of thoee or [our
aspects of last four yoears which
will  always  reonain decply
emibeddad inmy nuwt conscims:

‘The mearing of justice swith
which | feel a certain tensiom;
botwecn justice as it commonly
understoa]l  and how it's
understood  in the  celigiows
sense of the ferm, that is uoen to
transcendence, [ don’t want bo

“denigrate™ the passion showed
by my non-believer trade unien
and BGD fricods who strupple
fur greater justice, but my way
of  understundityg  of justice,
based on faith, goes muach
decper than o seictly material
deliniiion.

I often surpriso myself with a
uesticn. that oAy seem
cxoegaive. For thume of us who
choote & preferential option for
the poor - in this way redefining
our justive-faith misston-, and [
amn particulurly thinking of the
Saviety, especially it volleges,
universities,  spiritval  contnes:
whal use are wo i we'te not
capabily of significantly
alleviating the soffeting of so
many vichms of injustice?

Likewise, the puolitical
poyspective Of huthan acrivity
related b0 justice and povedy,
When T sew the projects of many
BG0s i Haiti | oalwars ask
rmyself i7 thoy have taken the
prlitical  impacl,  good o
ambiguous, of theic actions nio
eonsideration. 1 ask mysell, will
this strengthen or weaken the
eonomic  svstem that s o
terribly unjust? Or wil it bo
osed justify the “urgent” ueed
for maere  “homanitavian® - aid
il just Become a vicioos Cingle?
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Moreower, the nesd o plae
these comesms fnbe a4 certain
idenlagical approach, that puts
bl "pivces” of what | an doiyg
oo a  moere adeguate
fratness ork, st as to avoid poing
i Bliodly. Pur more  clearly:
vwhat possible mmodel for a now
aociety  dees my  desive  for
et and  steaggle  againet
poverty Tefer to?

During  the Social Week we
lezuils celetrared in Broszels lase
pear 1 was taken aback by the
tastimony af Michacl Bingham
3], when oefecring o his dilficult
work with Irsh prsoners, be
emphasised  the need Lo
uhderstand the aituation from a
particular ideclogival perspec-
tive. .,

Withowid an explivitly declared
wlewlovical perspective, Hailian:
are debating whother the post-
earthuquake  view  of  their
counlty should e one ol
“peconstouckion™ or i
foundation”.  Twae  radically
dhighnot conceptions.

From a4 moare  simple  wnd
cvoryday perspective, 1 have falt
moved b live moch maore
humbly, In Haiti, 1 learned 1o
live with mach less than 1 had

praviously thowgt pussible. Bor
instance, [ have stopped using
tht war and hove forgene
making olher perfectly unessen-
lial prancbusses.

Even thwurh [ recognise it's not
casy tn nse the word “greater
radicalness” with care when
referringg bo religions lide, Dt
from then on | Degan nuedbcing
the abaence of this perspective
and a mone countercoltural, if
nut a prophetic, lufestyle.

Wy clear Ihat fthe life of a
pensichier  offers  froednm o
wark un the persanal aspects: of
une's lite for which “Hwre was
na fime” betore, 1 would like
conclude with this pladge whachs
I find increasingly rewiording: to
use MY Cemdning years o o
fuctbwr than 1 had previoozly
thought  “reasonable™ and
“appropriate” and well myself
that while I'm in good healll
there are  no ohslacles  to
awcepEng a fb ot a destiny far
away froen home with puor
ETOURS i the same way aa [ did
during my four years in tlaik
(2008-2010%, which had such a
profound impact on my life.

Dictober, 111




Experience of justice

Francisco In-don, 5.,

This article describes the authar's personal experience as a dicector
at The Centr of M Door, bettor known as Bambeay Peck, In
Cambadia. This centre, that wis ooee a kalling Deld, i now a place
where physically disabled poople share their dillicolties and find
peacy, reconilinhion and eemdship,

hiver  boen wm}&:ng it

Bantuay  Prelr since 2014,

The Cenle of the Thwe

Banteay Prich, as it is koown

in Ehmer, was started n
1991 by the Jusuit Refugee
Seevice. Belore 3l becarme
Barkeay Priel, thiz place was 3
comrilnication centre fuc the
milibary, a5 well as a prigon aod
a Khmar Hooge killing field.
[espite ik pamful  previcus
hizbory, Banksay Prich becames a
Irzining centre for soldiers and
civiliane who bad Been onolomed
i thwe war or had slepped on
landmines. Here they came,
lived togethwer, shared then own

respective stories and hoped e
[ind companionship.

At the beginnimg, most of the
teamces were former snldiers
who belonged e 4 different
gromps and had taken puct in
the civil war  They were
phivsically disabled ad Javed all
the reaulting difficultias. [hey
had finally giof 4 chance 10 oo
to Banteay Vrieb, boping o
learm  technical skills.  Upon
ammival ol the cepntwe,  they
eealized that they had o live in
the came  ploce  with e
oppanents, All their anger and
fear came back; it was oot at all
gacy living with forrmer enemias,
Bul ibe reality of evervbody

bl




being physically disabled  Jed
thean slowly te start talking and
gating  together. Fioallv,  they
hecame good (viends. The centre
made a preat impact omn society
a3 1t transforowed o place for
fighting and killing into o plac
for . poace, jusitice: and
pemcllwton, In the  contre
enemies  disappearsl  and
friends  rematned 25 ibey
continued to share their lives
with allwr pliysically disabled
PEISOMNGE.

Cambodia slowly JTewrd puacy;
the victims of war or land mines
become fower and fewer. As a
ressualt thae centne oostly teak on
individoals  whiose  disabilibies
were  due to accidents  oT
disensus such as polis. As of
now, e than [alf The Lraioees
are polie vicims, Poliv could
have been  prevented by ooa
sirmple yaccumation, but during
the 23-year civil war  roost
childoen vl et get  this
vaocination  and  ménv were
infocted by polic. Therefors the
centre comsidets  thoem as
indirect vichons of war. Masl of
thess LraileEss coone from paor
familics i varisus provinoes of
Camnbodia  Even  thoagh the
peneral society s developing

R

tapidly and people have e
chances for education and job

rppoTlunities, thew.e with
dizalalities aoe shll the most
tnarginalized people i

Cambodia. Forny per cant of anor
bracees abe 511 lliterate and the
average edirrakion level of them
all iz below that of socondary

“schonl students. Bamweay Priek

Ccomtinkdes b be brue B it inatto,
which is o setwe e proomest
among the poor. Serving the
poct i Banteay Pricl: is the s
aprrstnli-r' wark of the Jesuils
mizsion in Cambadia, Therefore,
when | was assigbasd here, Thad
stronp desire to helpoawith all my
strength  those  persons with
phsical disabiatbes. The longer
L stay i thiz place, the more |
realize that [ did not come lere
just te help the poor, bt al=o w
be helped by them. Mowe T
faitly  understond  why Sl
sent me bt Banteay Prieh, JI wasg
not abeut doing, bub being.
Persons  wilh  alisabilities i
Cambodia are poor. The pooe
ave easily thankbful for small
nppartanities, are satisfied with
theie circummstances ad  Know
how tir share with others. Thers
is always a smile on Hieir faces.
It soermes thew are haopier than
nLharz. Fram all thes exporende,




I understand the meaning of the
first” beatitude: “Her blrszed are
ure wha are poor: fhe Romgdom of
Cand 15 wours. {Lk 0,2007

My role as Lircctor of Bentey
Frish is rloser e that of a4 Scclal
worker than of a pricst, Because
most of  the  tmalees ane

Buddhists 1 have very little
vpportuity  of <elebrating a
Cathwlic ltungy. Bul [ cAn sense
the Presence of Jesus among the
pevple more than at any other
Hme in my Jesuit life, One feels
the besuty of life in Banteay
Frickf
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justice, a promotion of a faith
that does justice

Elias Mokua 5

In this article, Thas Mokua deacribes his expenence in South
Kenva, among e Ko tribe, where he comdocled a peace
building training. He was wery sueprised o Jeurn that most of
those i attendance had been experiencing Dnteriabal contlicts and,
this. crmrext, provided a cue of reflecion upon the difference
bebwecn huonan rights and justice. and, how the promotion of
[ Fights 1ot always grant jusdce.

arly this wear (2F11), when
vwir  cunducted  peace

building  training  at
Mrimar Catholice Fansh, South
Woest Kenya, among the Eurfa
tribr who live at the Gibnia -
Sirare border Pelween Kenva
amd Tangania 1 wis bt in wtee
shiwk at sorewe of the intma-teibal
conthct experiences participants
sharexl, The most sivid, in omy
mind, is a sharing thal wourien
including these macned fur over
A years to dhwe "enemy clan®
wrope sent back to their = hame® )
[read place of bicth] bessuwse
they were Lelievedl be be spying
for their “lwancland”. Well, the
inlra-clan lasted several months.,

bd

Motably,  the  conflice waos
sporadic aml hence was re-
irnited froem Hime to fine

I have been wrestling in oy
minc with the thaught whoether
the women sent back "to ther
heroes”  felt patriotic e thelr
arwestral clans or fell betprayed
by their “new honwe”. 1 do ot
knaw whether they questioned
their children and husbands if
thuy bulonged only at fimes of
prace. [ stll weonder whether
this was simply a "rmen thing”
of i was a cultural  oact
Whichewer way 1 Jook at it
sounwthing disturbing remaing in
my heart. Deep within, 1 know




this is to do with rights, Yel. it is
heyond mghts. It has a smong
dirnension of justice, Perhaps
Tt

1 put this guestion to o geoup of
participants who wene tackling
the ralationship between faith
and fsecular] law: what is the
differonce Telween rights and
jusice? Mo one gave a clear
distinchion and 1 couldn’t either,
becansa this was not meant to he
H | |.1.""L"1.'I.1I‘I:- arul TRNOCEJVET, We
were oot looking Ior e “right
answers”. But, again [ was laft
wondeting £ o work as a
social Contre run by the Society
aof  Jesus  is essendially  a
promelion of Titinan cights and
not ustice. Indeed. 1 have comea
to the realizalion that a denial of
a right leads to a demand for
justive. Howerver, nol all riphts
grant [ustice. Thas 15 why, next
timne | go back o Nuimary, 1 am
likely to take offence with the
Kuria clan that senl away the
grangdmothers ke their place of
lvirth during the conflict. Bal,
shwwalido’t Texpoct a fight back o=

thc clan was strategizing on

hiow o defeat e encmy? On
what rooral ground would |
Justify my otfrmca?

Maore and more | am losing my
grip on the promoetion of rights
as a colveyer Dell for a just
world, Mot only  do rights
cortradict thensalves i
complex. Ccases such os feuds
Between busbande and wwiwes,
children andd parents,
nstitutions and the execubive
armz of gmesrnments and  so
foethh Dbut alse offen  come
directly in conflice with  the
concept and prachee of juchice.
Tho huge gap between the vich
and dhe poor in developing
vourtries  the  culture of
5115t.=1:i11ing impuanity arnnmngat
e oich and powaerful in ocsder
bt selfishly  exploit  onmenon
resourees, and e difficalty of
brming  solidanty  groups  at
lowret  classes o wiew ol
demanding jusbce from  duby
marers point 10 & reality that
requires networks beyond loca]
borndaries. We muast venture
imbr new frontiers if only W
promoode a Farthy Hat does justios.,

=




Six indigencus ethnic groups and
the contribution of fair trade

=T

Raberto Munez and Silvia Macias.
Members of CLC Mexico.

I'ov this article the guthoes desceibw their eaperience as volunteers in
Maxicon where, together with other CLC companions, Hhwy
establishued an assoviation in favonr of the indigenous penple

Froom the sskes they eladned, wwith dignity, He fruft of thefr
o, bo ent arned 0 Tie, faet I dhe markets of imfestice tiey
were Fuptoneed wp, el they continued Nivtng,

£0 VEATS g, i0 Tesponse
to anm  inwitation frem
wonzala Kosoa S, who

Il aleeady spenl sewaeral reavs
i Chiapas, 13 of us wollnlesrs,
belonmng mastly to dilferent
L (Christan Life
COLEY) RPOUS f
Guadalafara,  Mexico,  ofbersd
our seevies b conbnwe Tl piog
the compes 1f that region. He
encouraged . ua W become
Aisteilhetrs of their crafts and of
the crganic coflee thal they et
e ginning to prodoce.

Pedro Arriaga )

Far  us it zeemed . witally
important to de something on
thoir bebhalf. W thus estabhshaed
the Maes [ndipeess Trabefends
Mucigenmee  [Werkimy 1 Laeds)
MAIT), none an asseciabion and
pegistered Irademark, with the
tollowing objectives:

« t help some of the
indigennus poople to live
off thedr work, production,

« to mise the  bwireness
within wvur  envircacoent
teparding the value of the



indigenous rulture,

traditirms and art,

+ o promgte the philosaphy
of solidanitv amd tait irade.

Mot only  have  we  heen
orpanising ourselves 0 mnarkst
articlez from Chiapas, butb see
have  likewise  mwoorporated
around 11 elhnic groups [there
are some  Jusuils  present  in
sevaral  of  those  proups
promiting & mere dignified
Ffel.  We forue mabldy on
assisting: the Tzekzriles and
Tzeltales of Cliapas, whe
ptoduce  organic  coffee  and
beautiful cobroidery as well as
symnmetrically desigmed
handloorms, the Witkeika , wha,
in the mnountains or Jalisca,
creabe  pictures  and  decorate
athjects  with  thevads  and
colowred chaguiras |clav beads),
utilising the amciend syrboels of
it mythology, the oigrant
Bixtee civilization Jocated n
Cuadalajara, w o rreata
crnamental articles from palim
leaves, the nomadic Raramuari of
the impressive  Baranca  del
Cobre and adprining Imountains,
-whi utilise nateral fibres of
thedr habitak in their bandiceafrs,
and the Purepecha of the
hichpacdn platean, wins
specialise ity working with clay,
onppur and  different  natoral

Fibres of the repien, This enables
ws b naniain an eatensive
variety of exguisite handicrafts,
pne of our best decisions for
maintaining our posibon as o
distribution channel for those
praducts.

Twa indigenows megrants hawve
boen the kv aclors of  this
priveramnme: Celeste, a dixkec,
and Rodolie, who is native of
Chiapas, While Coleste creates
catrings as well as animal and
human  eodatuees  from fine
girands of palm, she abeods o
the reople |hal are interested in
acquiring hor crafts and those of
the other ethnic groups put on
display. Rodolfe has  beon
tespotisille for establishing wowd
maintainwg e relationship
with the indigenwus artizans,
espreially those of {hiapas.

Both of them have develnped
Iheir work within MIT, creating
at the same ime other optons
for  persomal development:
lodnlto completed o Business
Administration programome ot
ITESD, o lowal Jesuil wdversity,
while Celeste and her sisier
have been promoting theic own
business for selling their crafts.

We are permanently present m
the acBvihes of the Centra
Ignaciane  de  Cspiriboahdad
{Tgmatian Centre nf Spirtuality},
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a5 well as in diverse eduegtional
instimationg of the melnapalta
area, The action caccied ot bas
1 double purpese: on one haned
it is b s2ll, and on the other, b
eaise  the aweareness of those
who appraach nur stand Lo e
fact that mwove than 10 milluon
ewicans iy indigenous
people. having the same rights
as any of wsx L o4 life with
dignity, deserving likewise oor
cespect for their culre  and
traditinms.

et this  work and  the
evidence  thereof on a public
scala, athers have Lkewise been
motivated to do somuething o
benaefit the indigencus people.

In an warbcle published by a
TR EPAPET of natigal COAELing
it specifies  that: The group
alvises the indigenous peaple
regarding qualily sysiems and
propoaes designs bor creating
madert arcessares as swell, such
#s diacy, ol phone ar comnputer
CAFVLTS.

The path undertaken hae boon a
restimuny and search [or wWays
to recpomd o the silenced claim
wf those who were our brothers

LT

living, i thas terdtory, leng
bEuefore  we  mestesgs arrived
arting as o ets of the land.

Likesisa, it represenls a modest
effort to creabe an orpganised
apostolic body  that Eacilitates
aynetgics with the lay people of
the different CVX coonmunities
and other proups, as well as
with  Jesoks o variaus
entrpracs.

The obstacles sncountered and
ooommLc AoTAEIDENoNS my eshed
haye i been e, In Bath cases
we have besn discovering the
best modalities for nesponding
b our vhpectivies and to our
licnitationa of Hne and.
eXPeTience,

Wa have not yel found the way
e alecoately  measore  the
impact af our action, Bt we
frequently mest stranpees wha
know about MIT and who
coresidler this a2 valuable
contribution. Mo donht this s
what it means to da qlf Heengs e 3f
it depended oropou yed feily
brusting God as if o all depended
aron Hinr,



