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Prologue to the Revised Edition

Wi deanet iF FelusichtsNip with e Sucbeny of Josks wrd increelse

upcsali: eolletwranon wirk 1" The Assembly also approved an
appendix Liled “Colcborgdior derwgen CLC gndd dfr S of Seais™ 19
give snecial rebevance G dthe Kpic and eapress same eapeciaions and
guidelmes  aboul vk relanonship  between  thess  twoe Tmalun
cormnunilies. Marob acknuwhslpsd thal "CLC wiked nid & whal i (5
reclar wilftanr the help and collobaration of e Society of fesus” and said
"W WiEA N1 mafrmigin aad decpen Bir relaifanshin un i fulle morurer ar
T caltaharating e mad M IWadnes 18 e servied of T aphedtodie migsen
af the Chorek”,

F I Mhe CLC World Assembly in Maimbi (2003 asked us b " s22K weps

Willsin this frrnework, Uk ExCo elecied ar Mammobr instroeted some of s
riernbere W dafl w Joecument to locate snd document ihe CLIC - Socisty
of Tesus celationship in the context of Church tradifon, minisoy and
theologny. In was 10 be g text thel coold illuminate the prectice, dislagoe,
isgucs and problems thal ofion accompany us an our joomey. ARer
sucegssive drafts discossed by many Tesmts and OO members, we
arrived ar 4 Working Dacomment an July 2007, This was published and
widely dissemindied i the World CLC am 1he Society of Jesus, The
Working Paper was prefaced by the Eoclesistical Acsictent br. Peter-
Hana Kolvenbach, S5 and the World President Danicla Frank, giving the
inatifutional charscier of dexl. Thos, it was kom0 many  Jesuil
Provincials, read and discussed at regional meelings of Ecocleziastical
Assittanis, circolated amang leswit and CLC communitica and taken op
fr discwssion io meny conveeraations and mectings. The commenls
recemved wers moatly positrye althouph some were more critical. Amoog
the latter were some wWho found the et "oe aeclasiaerica™; others [wnd
it vty large and smpraclical, tog leamed and complex, far ccomoved fram
e experience ol the ordinary CLC laymian. There were those who
ingisted that we needed soamething wwore imple and funeticnal, while
sotne asked o more explicet links W ather cotporate docwplems such as
"Olur Chorigae". Thete were 2 few who w2 clear Jesyic biag, while
athers fell that the reet prowvided a very partial agcount trm O viewToind



of CLC. Cwerall, the paper atowsed inlerest oty and the feedback was
predominalely positive.

Evaluaiog the contnboations seopived, gven the crilicel ones, the World
Excontivg Cowmeil {ExCok decided in February 2R io afftcially publizh
this a5 a Progrossie supplemend. Bul the Conneil sud thiz would be done
after considenng the inputs from the General Congregation 33, which was
taking ploce in those days, and the forihcoming Gemral Assembly CLA,
Ig be held in Aupnst 20E.

Thus towday we are delivering this Progreisio Supplement. The text has
at chaarged signi Reantly with respect to the Work ing Paper 2007, but we
have added quonalions wed reféreoces w these o inpanant evenls that
occwred in MMM, We could certainly Turther work wn this decumenn, b
predec io putdish ot in order thet il may strve many and inspine or provoke
funther reflections on the important issues discussed here.

Cne last issuc. Nairehi alie called tor “a clearsr deffnition of the Fole of
CLC Ecvlesieeshiont Assisfonr™ Tlhis was o be developed throogh a joint
work of CLC and e Sociely of Jesns, especially wilh cument
Evclesistical Assistants. This mandate has beeo upheld v neenngs of
Assistants across different cootnents wherein e ™ Foarkime Poper™ wis
the main topic of discussion. An obvious cesull is the shorl "Manwa' of
gy Boclasdasacal Agsistanr”, which was officially distiitoled in Falima
and iz now incloded at the end of this Sopplement. A Rvo-page draft
prepared in Lille [Septenher XKW} by the assistanis of Europs was
reviewed in succcssive meelings of cdher regions, and was fikally revised
and publishod by the assistanls of Latio Amenica in Decomber 2007,
giving riec o " Wavrad'. The mernit of thiz manoal is that it is uill by the
adsistants themaslves, osing the ceperience and documents of CLC,
incTowding the relatsonship booween C1 C and the Society of Jesus.

Jiuid Kepes,
Atberie B, S

Climardinanrs af Wrrkieg Crraer
" Relutirasfip defeen G and Srclery of seoms =



Presentation of
World CL.C President

he Society of Jesus amd the Christen Like Commonity — amd

hetorg 1967, the Maran Congregations — heve walked a long way

icgethet. Both hodics ane deeply marked by and share the Ignadian
Charistn — living il as religiovs ar as lay people. In owr rclaticnship
Moough il czolunes amd decades, we have expencoced a variety of
conmectiens aod imeorelatons, questwons conceroing the Tole of lesuns
cellaboruting, wuiding and suppocting the Loy, sk effors w0 look Tor
ways of (dstzring the apostlic cooperation betwesn the Sociery of lesos
and CLC. &= CLC, we are very gratcfll for the gifi of the lynatan
apimiluality, that Jeswiti have gencrously shared with os following The
gxample of Ignaing af Loyala. Jenitz helped us to redisonver the Tayw
expression of lEmatian spintuality wlen we moved from the hMarian
Compregations 1o CLC. Their supgnt has made possible the establishiment
and ricenpthemiog of commumities. in severel purts of the world. Io matiy
ways, aur comoon history has demonstrated vers clearly that CLEC
cannd devglop but in the doohle relatianahip wdih the Socicty ol Tesws o
the Chareh.

Following lgnatins of T.oyola and is wnderstanding of "seiiee coet
eceresia - Teeling with the Chureh, we gre convinced that “eefor wudh
Christ leads ta wwion with the Chmirch where Chris! Rere ord miw
comtffrues R mufssion of solwation.” {Uremsral Princjples 883, Dur
relationship with fesus Christe finds ts expression alse i vur belongitg o
the living structure of the Church and our profoumd communion wails her
legiimake pastors, Ining our epostolic service 3s part of (e body ol
Christ in the world of today. The Church counts oo our comomutment and
commuricn — both as individoals and as community, m our daily lives
and in our eposlalic service.

Crurmg our Mairobt Waorld Aszembily in 2003 while focwsing on CLEC s 3
lay aposialic body that shares responsibiliny lor mission in the Church, s
paid special stiention to the collabomation of CLC and Jesuits. O
dimengion of this callaboramon is the serece lesuns offer to LT a2
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Ecclasistical Assistants, lernatoes, protders and group guides. Their
tacks recessanly diffir according o the local sioeion of CLC - from
supporting the initiation of rew cotmnibies up o collaboriing with and
accompanying well-foomed lay people who assume responsibilice b
lomation and on-going LT development. The experiences  of
collaboration of both CLCers and Jespits have called for a more clear
definitign of the Ecclesiasiical Assistant™s rale in L. Thia docurmcnl
wanls w offer such a clacificanon, developing thes role in the broader
contest of the bonds of the Sociery of Pesus aml CLC, Aml although we
lus especially on the rlatonship between CLC and the Jesuns, we
don’l wont to forget that in many pants of sur world community, diocesan
pricsls and other qualified persens {ste Gewmernd Morms 844} act as
LEcclesinstical Assistanls, guides and promoters. They we  highly
appreciated for their inportent service in end for our communitiss, We
lope thar the following reflections will also respond te their concems and
I TR

The desire of CLE o respood 1w the call of becoming and acung as ao
aposiclic body, 85 cipressed durimg our Mairobi assembly and condinmed
during our world esscmbly in Fatima 2008, pointy to (b socond
dimnercamn of the collaboraiion becagen the Socieny of Jesoy and CLE in
the Church: Wo wsk the Iesoicy t cxplore with ws ways of collaboration
the apostolic ficld, fosterng 2 growing parnership of bodh apostolis
bodies, including yoint dizcertiment and comimuen activines « a vision amnd
a desite also expressed by the Socwy of Jesus dunng e Geoecal
Conyregation inm M0, As wo Ipnatiso beelies, we hive also (he chaoce to
give spms of hope, preseoting ways of cooperation berwesn lay amd
rehgicus in communion with the ©hocch.

We iovite CLC amld Assuils v use this puper as o basis Woreflect oo our
relalicnship o as ciffecent duimensions - the joys and surmoews, the
guestions andd doubts, the mutoal expectutions and nesds. - in the Light of
our bemng Charch and acting in the Church, We encouragee both CLC and
the Soviely of Jesus to deepen our dialomee inan amosphers i which
gach wvne cun cxpress with areal fankoess hicher expericnces and
leelings. And we invite Jesuts und CLC ars 1o search tor possible ways of
collaboratwn  especially in the aposialic ficld and (ake Tespechive
LORtLAT ¥,



Raflectung on owr walking vowether and develupng and decpenmg our
colluboration is of cunmse “a work i progress . W are very graiefial for
your cedhack on your cxpondmeess on the way. Your comments and
refleciiuns which have been incorporated inte this present dexl have
helped us to cxpress and cladfy the close bonds that oxist between our
two bodies within our Church. S0, lel we continye our slarmg, aur
building of relationships and oz covperaion, @itfel 10 oor common
lgnatian chansm ennching one another theough car diversity.

Darigic Frank
Workf O Presidenr



Presentation Former
Woitld CLC Assistant

he publicativn o thiz sipgnificant book is the resall of mayy yoars

I of work, meetings and reflectiom ot the ceclesiastcal assistant’s

rele in the Chnstian Life Communiy, The change fom the

particylar way of Jesuit dizeciors of cxercising their inisaion in the Madan

Congregations e that of Jesun and nen-Jesuils accompanying the distine

apastolic body of 0147 in its search for @ mode of b based on lpooatian
spirinuality danes back altnst lorty years,

‘Them are prosently aboun seven nundred Jesons working i CLC (a9
cechesiaznics] assistants or & guides) el e service of CLC members
throughagl  the world. To discern the eatent and limits of e
respoosibililies of the assistants, it wes necessary (0 consider their
eoferede experetess, ta listen o their estimony and o fefleel an what
Saint lgnatius feaches ws regarding thoze s give the Spintual Excroises
to tahers. Ac u lay pilgritm om the road (o God, Tenatius leame that one
cannit advance withoul accepting o be helped by someone the Lord pus
im our path. By partcipatiog in the Word of God and by shunne their
aposiolic experiences in the comomunity, membars help each other grow
in theic Chnstian Lie.

The cechesiastical asiatant is 2 ponlegel witness in this process af growth,
poioting 1o the Gospel throupgh [gnatian perspecoves and pronwting the
"arire mitEwel™ which we ouphl 10 maintain in the Charch (3p Fx 352),
There is only one Wilnezss whoss word |5 simullancously indispensable and
delicats beouwse it 15 the Lord wha calls erch member of the community by
hiz'ber name amd il is the Spacil who bresthes Tife into this community in
Christ andd Tor Chinst. The ceclesiaslicn] assistant is like Johno the Raptist (In
3, 28 T} who desires thit the Lord gyow amd whe is glad when he hears the
Laord™s woice in CLC,

This book iz presented az & help wowards antaining this goal. | thank all
thase who have writken this lext and thase whie will use it creanvely.

Feier=Haus Kolvembach, S5
Farmer World CLT Arsuany



Testimonial

ather Kolvenbach ends his présentation bo (Brs documenn widy these

words: "f shank .. and thore who wee ir creamet” He affioins this

hecanze e knows thal writtcn documens are nof cfTective until
they are interpraied deeply, meditated upon i frecdom and creati vely puat
IO PTACLiCE.

Verhs such g4 intorpwet, meditate of pol inlo pructice, ame always tioce
inwwtant and mwre enslonming than mouns such ws collisbosution,
supgon, Bemms ¢tc. Tesus o his specches and stones speaks woee with
verlts [creating stories and parables) and much less with nouns (defming
comtepls o1 expliuining vales),

Az we all koow, each generabion has 1o rdiscover their faith, renew thar
tall and receeate thair mission, always afentive ta the Spirit who iz the
e Ome whe acts in all. And this is what mabes our sharad journey more
intetesling, challenging and - why nat? - alsg 5 spintal adventure of
transformahon and service,

I hope that the reflechons wpon which this text i= based are further
deviloped, recreating o deop and prophetic celstionship which is already
patt of our shaned hisiory.

Adrdfa Nroplix, 55
Waorld O'LT Ao



The Relationship between
the Christian Life Community and
the Society of Jesus in the Church

Intraduction

In its present expressiom and stace, the Christian Lile Communily 15 the
resull of a process which has been |ived for centunmies within the Church
and deeply influenced by it. W has alic been & process linked closcly to
the Secqety of Jesus from the iwme of Samt Ignatius and ot has therctore
brexn very much influenced by that histary’. We can sey that TLC canmt
grow or develop in any of th aspeots that constitate i 7 i1 s rol done in
the comtext of this double relathanship with the Socicly of Jesus® in the
Lhurch.

Bur whar ape these constitulive elements ol the CLOC which should be
developed? Syothitically, 1odoy we can say ofCLE:

* Fram an cocfesial point of view it s a worldwide Ignatian ane
apusiolic community of kuyypersons who actively panticipate in e Lifke
und mission of the Church. This ecclesial and aposiolic rncanio i
the lundamenial charactenstic of CLC,

& Fromm a jeradice! pomt of veew, 015 an international public associalion
af the Chureh’s faithiul approved end recognized by the papacy.

» Frowm a wocarlpnal point oF view, it i3 & particulor way of being in the
Church and it represents o style of Chistian living by lay people
marked by the experiende of the Spintual Fuemzises.

' Since FHET we cum propery speak of CLE which Bllaws un the long radidins al’
the Maran Comgrmgatons geing hack te | 554 and sven befope [0 some countrics
aml af differend times in history 1here wes n relsionship wath e Socieny of Jesos.
The Marian Conpreépgsisms  cwotunsd  relabonships with  other  religieus
cangregadions of aperated wnder ithe anthanity of te: Bichop.

1000 in sone Cases wath ather eelimild ongiegativns,
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« From 2 pedopagical point of view, I represenis a canfinunns process
of growih in Christ, which inclwdes suppon and  reciprocal
aCcompanimenl 35 well ag suztiined and guided tormation.

These font ¢erestibotive aspects ace A stadie. O the conirary, we are
cemstantly ¢onziracting thern and they also ot with ¢ach ather, o lact
which hus misny implications. In some maments or cireumsiances, ane of
them may stand oul in impurtsce, hul we shoold never Juse sight of the
othars. Above all elze, we should allow each clement lo vhillenge and
quegtion the others n ooder to emrich dhe process of disceroment, Lhe
making of decisions, the process of fermation, intomelabanships, Lhe
gervices wg offor, the styles of [eadership and accompamment, ete. The
essenitial ol s alvways to amive at being un apostulic body in the Church.

Ins thus confeat we wish b reloet here on the minusty of the eclasiastical
asaintants and the men and wwmen religioes who sccompony ws kMaost of
then ar¢ Josuits whe hove received from their supenors the mission tu
work in CLC.? Dfen, they ask for clanification on their function o the
local carmeruty. For this reason, in this exi on (b fight-hand sude of the
s, we present 4 byicl summary of the functiuns of the Egclesiastical
Assislaols. We bope that this document »ill be mead by the fonmed
cormenunity Jeskers o clanfy the work that 15 done and Gosoer a rich and
doep dialoges wo the ministry of the Ecclesiastical Assistant amd the
relationghip hetween the CLO and b Soviery of Jesus in the Church for
the miszivin, In thiy dialogwe it is ipartant W comsider that there 15 greal
difference between CLC and the Souicly of Jesus apd alzo betweon
Jesuits amd bay persons, Despite being cooted o a long historical tredition,
CLe is 2 young associalion which has to find its own way of procecding,
consolidate s |ifeslyke. find s cconomic awlonomy, N8 asosiolic
strucluces, ele. AL the same time, the Society ol Jesud 5 a maure amd
stable aposiolic body, The dialogee will be frailfil [ @ recognize our
respeciive slaning points angd what each one is for the ather.

¥ There are abnat TOHE Jesnbs an e e afficially inalved in CLE



1. The Christian Life Community in
the Church

In tying to wnderstond CLE in the Church, s relationship with (b
hwerarchy, ovdaincd mingsiers, ohber ecclesial communitien, ere,, we
should take inte consideration several different aspests.

1.1 Dizcertnent and Confirmation

The Christiagn  Life Community s a frcedcane
maznifesation of the Spict 10 the Church. & .sense of Church
This means, among other things, that CLO e af CLL ive the
does not exist onby by the will of & fes wheo CAurch.

decide to eesociale, bt rather becanse of o
special grace of the Spiril which created Wt 5o
that the Church can grow In the hifc of the
Church, all Clnstians rxeive, discern, and
idencify the action of the Spint and hecause
of thit we are free to associale and 19 take
imitlubives. Hut a necessary task and doty of
the hiersrchy s e distern beyond the
individual  molions and  padiolar
cimumstances  and  moeemize the  mwore
permancnt ranifcstations of e Spint which

weave lopother a e consistend  amd ALK
unfolding ceclesial desigh. I can flen point avted cfeifograse with
o these manifestations as ¢lear pussible the Hierarohy on aff
ways of participaling in dwe life and miszsion femsis,

ot dw Church. For Igmatius, discernment
docs not end with 3 reading of ooe’s own
motoens amnd the Temulatiom of one’s own
decisipns. 1t sl imelede the  ecclesial

canfirmatian.

Firat the Marian Coogregalion, then CLLC, Dhrepren pur
have receivied swiiessive approvals, blessings Eericf s FerepplErgs
and confirmaions Irom Lhe hiearchy of the i the (Ferprol

I3



urdyersal Church and of Tocal Thopches. Thas FPrinciples
began with e foundling bull of 389 npght up  and their amiecedents

w the confirmation of the {icneral Pringiples CBF N ECCiEnias
in 191, which imcluded the approval of the TR
revised wersioln of (e Morms and Genecal and aciively
Priwciples. Tlis envumages us and comomts UL PRERr Efer
all TLC members amd all whie have receised praciice.

Troon (bt Church the missson 0 serve Ly
ussacigtion in different minisiries.

The Stcond Vatican Conncil repognized char Ayt gt
"o e Chigreh thert ore mome  oposieiic Tt techings of
wievrks constitnked v The froe elechion of e Faricam f]
fairy and are governed by Hieir judgmen ama FECIRAIRT
prisdence” (Ad, 23 Hut @t adds: “Af apostolic aerockarions
arEsciations of the apostafoie devene fa be of the fity,
sitad  Raweier,  Shose which fhe FuElUdlang e
Aldrarehy hav praised or recommtended [} recommandarions of
shoauld b .::pprﬂ:u'.::.fﬂff fy priitsls, r.l:".l'[giﬂ:l:.l,:t_ rhr
ard the laity, and each ome in Ris or her own T
Wy should promole them, Awong these are to priesis and
included,  especialfy  foday,  falermafional religians
Catftadfe atsasiafions or groups.” (AA 2] Ty COMCErNIHE fhe
EEFOC AN

1.2 Organic Participation

CLC exists not merely by the will of the Hein gn
members t carry Qut & common project, or hepand fersnraliias
by the will of 3 charigmace pricst in 3 o partiad perspechives.
particylar place, fime, of circumstance. N
enjsty by the axplicil will af the hietarchical
Church o the poaod nfthe whnle Chirch and

* Frum e renewal lallowmyg the Yafpan Colmeal, CLC ks paticipaned a0 the
Conference of the ~Inemasioral Cathelic Orpanizsienns” (IO which had a clgss
neluionshap with the “Fenbfical Cowncd Gor e Caily'' 1o 2HE Qe 100 waa
dizenbved ||,‘.'H.|:|i|1i 1o pther refermmee prirds aocording 1o the presend-dey diversity of
wf s s CLT particepates o chese change and is acsive im the new cxpressions
of the inderm icnal psialade,

L3



its mission. In this sense il 15 8 poblic - not
privaic - asspeiation of the fRithful io the
Church. T in an ind¢rnational essociafion, a
world commuminy. [n i, pricsts and religiows
huve an approved, geouire way ol sharing
with the Llaity. This calls (e wwwether
beyond eny parteular group o personal
chansma 12 lamm & parl of an ecclesial end
Which dogs mot €M merzly B & Spodtan fous,
creslicdn bun also as part of she Churcl’s asan
PrOgrEm.

All this, which seems s nch amd €lear,
frequently seems s Jificull for the laicy,
priesis, and religious (o0 undersiand. At limes
we wild wish to ke less “puhlic” and more
"ArFivale™ in the sense that we just cxplained.
At arher times we are attrucied o sonweithing
lemss e fimesd, inome “free™ amd pemeic, @ zom
ol vapue spiniuwal movement ormanized by
talerded and chansmatic leaders. This could
bs chamctenized a5 & loose affiliaion in
which people ere bound iogelber by perzanal
tics and which represents  stage iy iheir life,
as opposzd o a waeafion within the Chorch.
Somne are atfracied by dhe gdes of being o
fonnder, rather than 3 [ollower op sormeone
cormmied to the develeprient of others
Somne woulld preler 1o "run their owr show',
t hove theirr own “spirma’ chilidren (o
“prenis”}, o i thenr owm bosiness,
divected by them or by those whm Lhey
degignare. This s nod the way of CLC,
allhnugls we shidlld fake care Mo oo be bound
hy overly mgad stnuctures ol ways which
prevent ws Teorm Beimg open 10 ew stimul or
which imhibl ws rom receviog new ideas
amd  accepling members of  vanows
backprounds.

14

Lheepen e
stenificance

of beime an axdondatlonr
uf the forirhfid

withirr the Church.

Lxteerm and promote
the pubiic and
ERfErTatiosal
dlirensimn of CLE

Foster

a ftg range visinn
it

an grifurne
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CLOC muost be well inseed in the hie of Uk
Church It izt Be anoned Lo the hweranchy
and olher ecchesial tealities, and be werv
coosciouws that it Teprosents a kegitimae way
of heing in the Church and of panlicipating in
iz missian The competent aboribes should
recogniFe this [act and Allow CLC 1o exist
und Ffnction wmhin therr judbsdichons by
naming coclesiastical  assistanis, and by
suggesting ways in which il can parlicipate in
dirsesan ar naficna] Chareh strceupes, 2 L
gach pounery thers are spedific ways (o fulhl
thig amd we will emention o few of than in this
documend.

Ensare et

CLC iz irserted

@iy i the

: CRurch
e eiffiren) fvedy

1.3 Communion and Specific Mission

I is clear that (1 is an ecclecial ceality amd
a way of Christian living. Yo, at times we
tend to make simplistic distinctions such as,
"it's an offutr of the Imn” or “ir's a
mTektmIE AL of the i’ Tnogomg sense the
entire Church is a movernent of the | A
panish 15 & movement of the laly. 1Tt 15 oo,
then what is its purpasc” Pius X1 was npghi
when he asked the Jaity 1o be aware that no
cnly do they belong to the Chureh, but ihey
“arg t Chaech”™ We have wsed the word
“Iop™ and “lwin perhaps oo moch becal o
we are attempting fo define the relaionships
bamascan  the different  ministries in the
Church and to compensaie i@ an excess io
the opposite direction in the past (Ew
centuries. Perhaps we need o redeling batler
the religious wocaliomn and thad of ihe
ordoined mimisters. Yet, going bevond the
queshion of the oversse of an expression, e
deeper tlh lies in the fact hal ecclesial
commitiion 15 nol ghomsded mothe speailic

Engier

a4 deghade Ivig o,
tdersianding ard
SERFEEarfer

inf the diffaerims
et L T R
MMIMISIFIE R

and the relarian

[l UL
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miszon oF cheractensins of €ach particwlar
vixcatiom, 1L s found i the relations that we
are cupabke of establishing among ouese|ws
and im the beoefiis which thess relatons
affer to others”. We canmat conccive of an
Associatipn  of  laypomons withont  the
presence and aclive and genarais ministry af
priests amd wem  And  wosnen  religions
because each exists with and for the odhers
ot wach helps 1he others o grow. Fach
voculion challenwes the athers in the healthy
pursuil of @ greater fidelity, which is not an
individual or specific concom.

In the positive wake of the Second Yatican
Couocil the Chnstian Life Commupily
should see mselfnow s an expression of u
Church in which all C hristisos are called 1o
sanciity and 1o padticipabion in the miszion
of Jesus. The Council recommended lay
agapriations becavse they "meed Fumadr and
Chelslign meeds, omd They are alsp on
expression of the communion and wmily of
the Church fn Cheise” [AA, 183 Lt
recommends that the “laify work fogether
ax an ergumie body w0 that fhey manifess
e communion of the Church amd therefore
work more cffictently in the apasialade”
(AA 20c). CLC wishes 1o be one of these
organic bodies” in which the laity work ina
united way te sddress human and Chnistian
needs. without falling iolo the &ap of
secking awto-affirmarion or to stand out in

Fontetr or gemgg
af spirireeed emd
organic

VAT AR
Which feadh

W0 3 grealr

deted Hire Rl
:!'[.rffr:ﬁ.r:lranr}n

£ fhe BREESROn.

Y5033 ol e Suciery of Joaua (Decees &, n 3} affioms “with gravinnde amf affecion,
It the cal! we Aowe mrrceresd B0 g sl sharad B ue Argedved [releming Lo the

"C0l lnbxHERCES i missHen T

* The Muwrobi Aswmbly el b usdersiasl aml deepen s idea ol the Camael
insistirg on she coneept of 'dpostalic Bady'. Tn dhe [250 opsembly of Faima, CLC
saprienced 8 canfrmiaiion of hig and a0 e gare oo ackoeeledgsd 1t 1hia s
something new and el compl=iely defimed. O, Fatima slogument 3.2
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opposition,  REaher, he  [8ity's  main
mlention 15 0 mhamlest  better  the
communion  of the Chorch  and i
sceetigilien the aposiolace, The existence of
an associdtion of the fanhivl with 1bese
choractenistics allows the Chrstian lacty 12
fApénence An organic fommonicn and
allows them to come ool of the anonymity
of those who participalz in cenain vague
and short-lived movements, In fact, chis
new expenienss helps them to enter e o
tore lud dialopee ameng themselves and
with other associotions and with the
Hicracchy.

1.4 Matarity and Shared Authoricy

In & Chrostian communty m which by
baptistn we all participate cqually in he
misgicon and are aqually called to heliness,
the old mexdels of the “siares of perfectivs,”
ot thuse which define 1he aposticlate of the
latty as the “fomg arm™ of the hizrachical
apostodate, or as "rollobaralor:” of religious
congregations, do not help much. The fall
inta dizoee af Eese conecpis s a rosull of a
sedefining and  an  coriching of  the
mekiomshing benveen the [aicy, the erarchy,
#nd pnests and religivus present in the
asgocianon. Mamy laypeeple may be called
Ly gollaborate amd even eeceive & mandate
from the  hiceaschy o 2 ecligiows
copgregation, but their vocation and mission
cunnat be pereeived a5 an extension of a
functional amd effkiem assor of thic latisr.
The apostwohie collaboratiom win be extended
alay 1o non-Chetstiang or those of good will
whe adbere o ng fach. The mssue of
codlnboraticm does nod exhoust the issue of

Sengifen

e 1o alion

el Heivgio

eof the fairy

evmid therr

bl and mielanmmos
iMseT i

in the Church.

17




Baity and (he issue ol luity doss ool eabaus
the issue of collabromstion .

The relation of lay associations with the
erilained minisiers cannod be defined by the
collxborarion af Tay persons in the wors and
apactalales of religous congreganons Bl
ruther in the promotion aond developrment of
the lay voceton amd E.]:I-I:IEIL'IIEIZEE. Wilh
respect o the rdation of the lay associations
with ordained ministers, the Second Yalican
Council says: "Choowt evernfinly ndingoope
anif wrll ._.I'i:}rme'ﬂ' privsty Ty verws o _g'uiﬂ'e-'&
Jor the special forms of lay apostalates The
priesls who  devore  themselves o MRS
minisiry. by virtwe af the mission ey have
reveived from the hieravchy, (..} should
WOMK £RRECicily Ravd Iy owrich the spiriitel
Iife grd gposiofic sense of the Catholic
arzockaifons elfrusted o them. They showdd
akd the apostolic work of the loitv with
priudenl advice and help siimulale Hheir
cPEevourT. THFough corstant dialopue with
e laity thew shanld carefielly examine woavs
fo make theiv aposiolie aotion more fradifid;
.f.i'aEJ.-' shopfd _II'-.I;II.:EI'.I'?.I' F .:.]:'.!.Frf.l' nj n.r.rrf.flj.-' waulftine THe
wegnciddion whd with other proups"'{AA 25}
The Council docs not ask the ordained
minigters 49 siep aspde %0 as o allow for a
greater maturity o the part of the Jainy.
Rather, il agks them toe bogome gofvely

Fnster and premirte
af Jeiiwe aud rrealfes
FrEREe

e eargkedmeid mTIRIRTEE,
reficians merr
WAMER

1M the aesariari,

A PREFIICURIIAG D The
g'u:.rl.'e-'rﬂm.rmf.

I !ﬁe-_,l'i:.rmu.h'-::.r:l
PropTams,

the aposiolares,

the fituroy,

and by

dCCOMIAHIHT M faif)y
e P gﬂ‘uwﬂa PR

“In the case i the Socwly of Jes, the key perqective af Tiecre= £ is ~while 0F 34
recognized dhe Spint's mevemend and opemed For us esh avemses wr implemend oar
midgion  Cuowgle aeore  profoumd  collaboraissn wath the laoy, the  comem
[“cngregation recapmized the mone diverse oammanity oF ihaee with whom oe hove

besn calbed 1o share Ui conuikn gudimn™ {n T

e 34 spadee alrng these same |ines {[hecyse 13, 0. | "We s==k 10 respoml t this
prace by pffering oursehies im aerysee s the Full realization of slus wismon of e
Luity, wmdl we cismumil auselyes Lo fhal sl by conpersting with them in Bheir

miseion’™
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invelved, 4o Fulfil their role as agents sen by
the hicvarchy, oilenop sdvice, fosteding
dialogue, ereouaging ihe Taity il carty oul
Uwir apostolic missiom, promioting 4 sense of
unbty aod of commitmenn within the Chucch.
The Council asks them o locus on dhe
faennadion and om the apostolate of the Jaity
igell, stmulale ther codeavours amd belp
them Lo discover the besi ways te be more
dprstolically productive.

In thiz conexi thete ig ne rovm for the Bgure
of the prest “fieeetor’, rather, he naow
hegonses, an etelesiastion] assistani, a guide
ar gpinitual compamen who aceompanes the
laivy in the differemi processes that the
coanmunity or association goes through, The
domioaol persom ar verticil muthonty modela
accociated with the onduined minisicy now
give way o the model of the comounity
ilcgll which assumes a lcading role. This
o] v shared lcadership amed
responsibalities and & grester  awionomy
exdrcissd by the leity in the comwxt of a
discerming apoatohe eommunity which has
ite own deliborating strsctures for making
decisions. This same mode] s proposed nod
onky for Ly movemnenls and assofiations,
bue [or other realities in the Thurel as well.
Cft=n, it seems casior and wre eflicieon te
retam b the model of e *“Cirector”, which
was perhups justifiable in the past. Bt gy the
light of the Councl, we have come to
widerstand that the Church bost cxpresses
wsal[ through communitarian particigation

The ponciple of authenity docs nol simply
disappear in proportion ic which ailewomy
and participation grow. Rather, authomily is
shared, as well a3 the respensibality for

Develap

a stple of feadership
and gooaMpanimeht
wHICN FefTe iy

the eoplegnal
conntcRity myge!
irspired by v Council.

Frrsfar

OH R uls
ncey s feanaidyet o o
e anef of phe
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loaking out for dee womd of the cotmmanitics
aod their works. In CLC we are Lo bhelp cach
ather - the lainy, the cehgious, aod Lbe
ardained miniders - and © live and lam
this style of ecclestal witmnuminn which is
dependent, nol  on  authosdy,  although
apthority s mot chiminated, bur an genuine
collabaration among cquals. According to
this sryle, we are to poytully e the fact {ha
the Chucch s 3 hietarchical commumty amd
the ecclesial assimants should be consgwils
that they represenl the hicrachy o the
association. The ify, too, should recognize,
appraciate, and value the hmuchical aspect
af tie crdaioed minsy.

1.5. Grace and Ministrics

In the Charch we mecoumize, appmeciale, and
witle the graces associsied with the skrunencs
wrwl the inanisry. The image of the wood pasior
o “feiber”  associaled with the  orlsined
mmistry, and a0 with men and  women
religious should be fosiened and egleetmed in the
ik of the commmity. In thas way the lainy
recommizes and appreciales \be Rpecial precs
which priests have, 4 grace asacisted with ther
ministry and the Sacrane of Holy Owders,
which sropowers them o st the Chunch's
doctrine and proclaim the Woed, We wish t
have ameng us conseiTied peiess who freely
and generoushy otfir these graces to the
commuesty. To say tos more cleady, we the
laity need and desirg to have & mor aclive and
UKisive participaion ob cockesiagical agsisanis
A prodcting the associaton Tl rennlmg new
mewbers, in providing for whe igtial and
eontinual formation, in ssting iy the pecesacs
ad structures of decision-making basad on
20
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discernment, in pastotally acoompanying CLC
in itz Cfisis, 0 belping  fom leaders, in
csabhisheng fies with ather ecclesial reabbes
amd  the hdemrcly, and eoovwegme e
eammanify”s apeAvlic works, =i,

M CLE for example, we dmow that many few
membr: come 1o us and leam abayl ug md
our spinfuality thanks w the itviabon wnd
encowRgement of a priest o1 a4 religious.
Indeed, we wish sl the men and women
rcligious who apprecute and sccompany us
wronld propose cur wuy to many, invite (e,
und cull them together in fIfilinent of their
mirustry placed at dhe service of a Chostian
sommunity. The conntiunty approcialcs this
sorvice and will do whaever 15 nevessary 1o
facilitate the carrving ow of thal service.

Th general. the mode]l of Church which we
with 10 develop, following the Cruncil,
should ned inhibit or limil the cxercise of any
paztoral ministry. We need 1 gel away from
older  authonianan awd  venical models
cembered vn one pesone We koow  from
eipenence that many ordainsd ministers and
coen aril women elipious have been abfe o
harmumize (e new challenges and stybes
with the grace which is alwavs thete and s
deeply apprecialed by Chrigiianz. Than this is
pasible does not depend ooly o (e, bl
also on the mlations, the struchures, and Us
ways of thinking and acting of ihe
community. Tt will be of preat help w tw
whale copupunity dx have an adoll ol
unbiased  relathonship  among  lay  uml
religiouy Jesder; the produecd of joinl studw,
of dialomue, of prayers, and of action which
is planned angd ¢wajused.

Chrpanize and fasier
the airaeiing

af Hew members
ad e fLrming

of mee Lo
UMM RIS,

Evalucie continuously
ihe diffcnlties

WHhiCh arise

I T

wgsoetanve wine af ik,
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2. CLC in its relationship te the

Society of Jesus

We will preswm as a given, the wider concepd of Church which we have
presented here and o which all members of the commuwnity are
commiftied. Now we will abempl 1o understand botter the relalignship
berween CLC and le Socikety of Jegus and the rale of Tesuils in CLE. By
analogy. we can apply this relabonship ta other religioos congregalions
and individual religious who participats 1o sone wae in CLE.

2.1. An Historical Bond

The CI..I:—SDE-EEJ af lesus relatimabup poes
Lack (o the (6% Century. Much has bien
wrillen on that wpic and we reter readers 12
thuse sources to deepen their knowledge. OF
special aolerest are e commepls of e
Superior Gieoeral of the Sockty of Jesws and
evcloaiastival assistant of CLC, Peter:1ians
Kolvenhach, foom 14986 onul e eml ol s
minisry as Ecclesiastical Assistant.”  Also
wery pemnenl i Geoeral Principle number 3,
which @5 given special ¢mphasis in the
puntilical  devres  approving  the  Geoeral
Principles,'” and commeended uwpon in an
article w wligh we refeor the reader. !

The Avt of Fuanedalion {1385d) was the resuli
ol the intliaive of & Jeswit (Jean Lewnis), who
belumged 10 2 partular congregation, or
comanutity (Tl  Annunciation),  which
became the Mrst and privw commumty. The

o kmewe and value
Ihe Bigtoeyp

i the reliticveskin
CLC- Suciehy af Josus
Srom fis sourecs,
WEIEH oot

und founding

e aMeeRis

Y Anoned ate the Leterz and Talks of che Gemerals of the Socity of Pesug on TLC.
The Last amd very jlluminatioe ocssage of Feo Kolsenbech qn CLLO 5 2 widea
alatiom shown et fne World Assembiby jn Fatima 2003,
' See Progremio, Supplemen o, 16 1991, Jungary. papes 2-4
T = Higrory of Gracs™. im Prageecrio, Tupmlomen n® 38-19, 1997, pages 17-23,
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Act of Foundation 8 algo hived wpoo the
pontitical bull of erection {Cmrripatentis ).
The decree of approval and conticmation of
199 pliwes this founding act in the sanieat
af the experience of the groups which existed
before the act', poing hack & Ignalius and
his companions. [t alse shows due reepeat for
the higiey of successive processcs  and
approbations,  which  meached  their
cobmination in the Apastolic Constitution Bis
Saeenlari of Pius X111 1948, Navenber 27,

Bir Seeculae signalled the beginning of a
peniod of refounding, very much direetcd and
arignicd by the Socicty of Josus, which
caablizsled % scactanal o scrve whal wore
krvwn then os Manen Congregations, The
call of the Second Vatican Conngil o relum
o the origing, w reappraise the [y woecation
wichin the Chidrch, sd 1> dezpen the mession
L ®elich e are all called, wis heeded by the
asqociation. A mew einphusis was given 1o the
Spiritual Exercizes amd the lay style of hie
whikh the Exencises propose and promode.
The Scvicty of Jesus  aocompanicd  chis
process of discermmend which began taking
conarele form in cortain decisive mwments
such ag the credtion of a World Federaton
(1953, the chunge of nume 1o CLC and the
aadoplions 0f new General Principles (L9670,
the inswalliaess of o @™  secreiarat
commissicd 1w owork  closely  with  the
Sesciery ol Jesug {19467, e Wi thix
historical comext and baser on the shared
dispermument  inspiced by the Council, the
Superior General of whe Scuiely of Jesus,

Ta B

the different slapvs
and Iemporée
PRI

of this hisnory

iR order do trderyiand
an tieckie figft!

fin e prrpsend
THHRCRI

2 Ree fgr example the Peter Favre groups. o Progrossio, 1949, i* 3, papes 15 .

" Low: Pedwsen, %), has writen extemsively on the iransition fom Maran
Caogregations 1o the CLC. Prowressiv, Sucplmerr no 14, Jame 1279 1le wng
Chpecdar of the Jesunl Secrelarian of the CCW B and 1hes CLC,
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Pedro Ammope, handed over to the laity the
responsibility for the running of the remewed
association. e azked Jesuits to relinguish
their rale as directors insofar as possible and
al the same time acsome e robe of guides
and svarces of inspiration tor the communmty,
They wers also reminded that their specific
role was to repeesetn O Church’s hicranchy.
The “common rsules’ would na longer be
provided by the supenor general of the
Encicty; rather they arould be worked ool by 2
process of discermmend m the association and
copfirmgd by the  hiemrchical  Church.
Furlhermeme, they were now to be called
“Geweral Principles”

The yecars of the Coundil chergized us,
produced all kinds of signs of removation, end
filled ws with enthusiem for many Years
Aftprwards. Today, forty years laver, perhops
we gre pee longer cxperiencing the enthusiasm
of (hat refoubdation, but rather titsdness. The
destamcs of ledse [y years has dimmed thot
enthusiasm.  Wel, Ue  bmsions  and
opportunities of these duys challenge vz 1
look with grealer clably on our ISR
toedpy. The way of liviog CLC has clauiged
since 14967, The Daemcises wege sulbrsaquently
discovered as a ceotral help amd inswurmcnt
for personal mener developrent and a good
preparation  for  aposiolie werk in dhe
commuoity. CLC came 10 pereeive iself as a
wniversal body at the service of humaity aed
regenily 3% an apostolic commumly engaged
in a commen discernment for which we are
all respensible. Subsequent workd sssemblies
gradualy defined this development.

It iz cpagial that the feswits whoe accompany
LT keep in mind these centunies' o
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histary of grace and live tber meertion by
choczie the best of both gadilion and
renovation, avowding 2 Ilial cleavags with the
pap'’. CLC wday is the fuit of 8 long history
in which the Society of Jesus hes always
knowm Bow 0 muimtan a proper keadership
rok:, inwolving eccompaniment and  an
mielligent  and  gonerous  presence. The
membes of TLE ardd its growps have alze had
ia develop this capacity 1o situatg themselves
in history, take stock of when they are and
pene their ¥acinon for better apestalic fruite.

2.2 A Shared, Continucus, and Progressive

Driscetnment
The faceg of histary show than thivs 15 3 Strong FParlicipaie
hong hetween CLLC ad the Socedy of Jems, with (fherny af spirvit
But e mponam than facts are the in hes procested
prigesess and the discemments thal ultimately e gt e iention
arpse from them. In the beginning, the tak of  aned ity discermments.
discernment probably fall nvare =il wpon aet ald levels,
the Socikety ol Jesus, the Supeoor Ceneral, FA I PR

limal swpeniors. and the dirsctors of the  resuliing conreguences
congregaiions who mtervensd decisvely an whish ey procties,
the decision-making. But even in those moe
ckencal-dominased years, there wag always a
spirit of dialegue and participation in the moee
simple soruchures (for example, the prefoer af
the congregation} or mor: complex struguees
ftor example, the World Federation erealed in
19531, I is well and necessary to sernenibet

"GO 35, Decres 4o 25 alfirec “We nale with prantude wed jay the many
Aulonombus asskciations with whom we share o gpiritwal bomd, the foic o which ip
greater ardl mome cffeclive serce 10 dhe misarn of Chias in he weeld,  Adong
thest, the Chrisian Lie Comwomnity hay nues that are deep in the charsm and
hisiory af the Socisty. We wish b continws 10 suppen CLC i s jouny fotands
ever preaier aposkrhe cilecriverwss aml coblaburatian with the Socieny”.
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and apprecians the fact e wi, the laity and
Jespits, walked along this mad together
lcading o the more Tecent peviod wheh we
began o speak of “lay cwosanp.” (o fact, m
all the CLC general ass=mblies from 1967 o
Hw prezent, at beast & thisd ol the delepules
hive been Josuits. They participaied wath
woice amd vote” by stanory right or becawse
they were commssioned by their swperions
and local CLC proups, ool by persol
decigion. This ic Lhe way we want it and this 5
the way it has indecd been expressed n the
Ceneral Morts of CLC'™. Mo bess imporiant
bhawve been e comcabutions of the Superiar
Crenernls, Armupe and Kalvenbach, although
they oo booper handed awer the Common
Rules or decided for the Commumity a8 in
formcr umes. Rether, they simply gl foeh
theit points of wigw and provided onentations.

There are still eher ways in which the Socicty Ihevede fime aed
has participaled and sontinees (0 do s in this EHEHTF
pracess of coniinuous discernment; ot The Loeal Lt TP
Tevel i does it through the presemce Sformapion,
particpetion of [esuils as groop gusdes or eypeciaily thee
asgigtants in the eiby or regkon; at dhe mational af currend

[ewel they do it by parbicipatmg n assemblies, ancf futnrr deogers.
peecutive councils, and other deliberating

ldies of government At the individual level

they accoanpany lay  directors end  other

reanbers of CLT iy a relatonship which we

all appreciste and csboem very mwch

Chy s powmsey wi Iaypeople and besuits have Learn froet one
ety alile by pway and discem aopother as a cell arether,

* Each national debcgation hes one vle.  The vabes oF the Jesuits ane xpresed
ity thedr nwn d=legations which owmmlly dlermle Try EunBenGLs.

" MWori |+ stacs that ehe Geavral dspemblp o the supreme argae of govermmedr
and udds: “Eack delngmtion acrmully copsinty af three delegites, ong A wham showld
B o BT b LR PG ATSESEIME o AT or Ror represeriarice,”
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within the Chundh, amd undmobesdly we hawe also
ke mustakes togaher. Together alse ae must
face the difficuloes that anise during the joumey.
We have done this tegether and will continuie ka
do 5o, alwawvs Iookovg for gendine collibomdion
and sl beldp, asondings exapgerons In wny
o, proerume & Nwd, relevant parbopabon of
Jeswds 0 commmity  decisions and  allowmeg
vanous curends of opimson and  ingdividel
positions t be heand and presented consincinely
in a spird of lovaly. [eanis partiapsung m OLC
have to loten wiembwely Io odwrs who hold
ezl opuones e they cun contnbue
wwards better development.

These arc 2 few nopative considerationg
whith dampen  this  dvmamnie  of  sheeed
discemment and aposiolic perseverimes, For
eiample, laly some countmies have ool
Tulfilkead the Moom which requests deloeations
ta the World General Assembly 62 include the
coclesiastical assistant, who is gencrally a
Jesut. This has happencd perhaps because
ramic Jesoit ccclesiastcal assisianls feli that
the Assemby doa md have anybing 1o &0
with e pnszion they Tave tecerved from
bt supenors,  the  bBeermcchy, or dwer
community. [n thess  few  cases, the
proviocials or local superiors ded mat name
any coclesiastical assistans for reawns which
wehe perhaps justified or dhey did nor allow
therm 12 scl aside the necessary Ume to
prepare thew mission well.

2.3, An Ecclesial Task

We have reflecicd above on CLC as a public
AsBOCIALON M communion with the Church
and shaong m s mission. This mission is a

SUrHare amd
erpRa faat?
aterefr crthatr emgduenify
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gift of the Spifl fr the whole Chorch Churehr.

grounded in and suztained by the discecmment the religions
and the codlaciive will of it members, the FUPEFIT,
Sownety of ks, and the Church's hierarchy, rrred 1RE R
For centunes this soclecial realiy his always Ieealf

allowed for duferent orpamc amd camonicl
cxpressicns connected with the n-.lutmuslnp
hetwaen CLC and the Society of Jesus’. It
¢an be said therefore that the Society, from

e act of [oandanon watil mow, eeeived a
rmaminte amd  has  been delegated ky the
herarchy 10 omate  dhe  baman
Coogregabons first™, and later the CLO. In
the pasl forfy years thes relationship CLC-
Sociery of lesus has fidlowed the path laid out
by the pos-comeiliar Church which seas as
morrnial the exigience of “a feavior beheeen
traalifacer o frugrﬁs. Behiesn  corgimely
and change " This H:]iltitlnship i inlyes
finding new ways of :xprcmun while ut the
same tme conserviog the special  bond
between CLC and the Sockety of Jesus es a
cheracizristic which is not :r:ﬂE:- spinifual, but
canonical ad juridical as well®

The Principles wnd Senemul Mommes of 19490 Drecpon
wary writbken afler quile a bt of post-conciliar oy pwdsrstanding

" Extepd duriog the suppressivo of the Spoety, duooy which ume the Maran
CONEregalaons were nal suppregssd, mther dhey passed under the batelage of the
diovesan bihops

"™ The Supstior General ol the Sociaty in Facl agled as fhe coclesingtical suthgrity: he
suthvreed e chealen of the fon “Prame Pramand™, laoded over L oo
mles" and esiphlshed congregntioms im hoises aTdhe Socisty, ek

" Kl venbach. %.4., Pewer-Haw, Specch of e Eoelesigsiieal Assisens of the Wl
L, Mairohi, Auwgust 4, WHIE. [n 'Prwm:in,.':";‘upp'lcmcnl n. 3% p.3k

M Regarditig Uhis pomt, e Ecelesiadreal Asncains of Latin America wrote & lencr
i dhee Precgdent of the Canference of Provincials of 18lim America en 7 Mecemher,
ZUR0F: W sugpesl Ot TEAL ¢lanfy aod indorm ol provimecd i prosoces the bood
hebween Society of Jesas and CLC wathin ibe cantexd af UL (irnecal l“rirlr-ipln;
wriederalpeding thay CLOC ia noc & work of the: Society bt a mission entisied to the
Snciely by 1he Hidy See™
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expersence and after the new Cude of Canon of the camanic

Law {CTC] had tisen prsmulzated. This alseo HEaNing
involved being in closc dialogue with the af the marmate
quthoniees of the Sockety of Jesuz and the whick we fave
Hyly 5ee, and with im-going advice of received,
expents. They wete finelly approved by the in ihe concext of
Poniifical Authonty in a decree whose ihe Gererad Prisciplez
apeting retharks clanficd te bpe of bomd and ceMive few;
befwem the CLC and the Society of Jesus drtrrpret
The present text of the Geweral Ponciples hiow te apply his
abemates betwesn atalerients which very [H LCARCECTE WATYE
claarly cmphasize lay awonomy and  wathin the spivii af the
authority™, and ethers which atfima the need few.

for o Gl spint, ecclesial commiumion, and
union with the bicrarchy, a ¢lose reliance on
the Soeicty of Jesnz apd the desire to walk
side by side with the Sockety in facing future
challenges™. In this sense, i is necessary
reinlcrpret phmses which now apply to ¢very
ang, in pat because of the changes which (he
Soriery of Jesus has implemented” ed in

# “The Genennl Assernbiy ix the ruprome rgas of gewermme of the CRrintion £ife
Camatrurity” (Cremeeel Mormg (3] ~The frecutive Cowat! s recporsitle foe he
erdifary govermrace of i Commumity. (G 20 and "I koot o Secretariud i carey
puf [t policics ol decimions TGN 271 N oalwe states dhal "ty eeclerfustivel
Anskstyy which officinite appeoves & Hadomal, rRpienal o local communite G e
Kl Chefcion 0% Camrmndn™ (G 32), wehich in the Chisech ie "o fntermafiomr!
i sktirrim of pablic rphe{Cemeral Priaeimles 1),
Y Fex cxample "We live His way of Christian life in joyfial communion with =0
those whar have precedesd we, gratefal Ine iheie 2ffens and agoatolic scoemplishameents.
Ity love wnd prayer o relale b lhese meiy e and women o cur gpirioel mdision
who hawve besn progned o by the Church as freends and valid mercessors wie
Iwclp ua vn Fadfsll aur mogssion™ (GF ) Scc alae GP 6 abawd tee sense of Church sml
ihe collabsorasion within it Aboud the Boclesiosiical Aasislania, uswally a hoswl poies),
o (AE 14 umdd GiW 4230 Alse G |9 sxplanly expresses the desire 10 callaboraie
with Ehe Socicty of bius and Gl 32 eaplains that the camonical cxisience of CLC 1=
cotrmteted wath the comserd of the Supeior General of e Supenioe of Jemg,
“acomeding b the pomiifical divcumests™. fente finalky that the relation bencen C1C
and the Sowvely of Tesus oGR 11 b)Y i coniivmed by de Holy See (G0 40}
* Tar examgle, apostolic wurks a¢ o lunger tied 10 panicular geographical places
or b prrferred fousee’” The older “opses™ of the Sociery beve changed thair
neElure many bmes

20




part becanse of the more complex nanire of
the society in which we live™ This is the
case of Cenaral Moma 32 which, from e
moment of ponlifal approval, allows the
Wodd CLC  w approve  matiomal
corntnonitics. Thes i accomplished with the
tongent of the approprae bishops, or in the
cage of alrgady cstablished communities in
places which belong to the Sociery ol Jesus
or which have been entrusted w it*’, with the
cansent of the Supecor Ceneral or wear
geneeal of the Society of Jesws, who may
delegaty thin awthenity 1o a8 provincial or

veclesiastical asajstanr.

From whal has ®cen said it follows that the " Appreciare
{ienecal of the Sccicty, by wviree of his  fhe progence of Jeswiis
pasition, hus a relatiohship with CLC. T fr {EL
should be clanficd that the faet that the from am voolegial
General js the World Beclesiastical Assisiant pErspECiive
cesulls from & wide discemment appraneed Tty and pren tarselves
the Noly See’’. This however this is not a t differem ways
cuneoical nom or stanie. It is reasonable to © wf defining
admit thel sl any given momcnl enather heir prejence
persan could be namwed a5 Ecclesiasical whEn Ramrirg Mhicm

™ The aize of cities and the Life syl of wodom life have fansformed popaphical
places mlo sicdulogsal concepls ' Blere the pmesment sodi” G example. is 7
pheaae which idenlifias the puplae sduecerional syspm “Fe p Alegrie™ bttt 3
chearly a sociulugical codvtepr and noc o lisgral deeeripion.
™ Thia is clenrly a socinbugical cancql s duarribed in the precedmg footmale.
% 1o this Line GC 35 3eys, "W enomrage supeoors, spocially Mejor Sopenions, b
serk ways b supgiem and sccompany CLC { ) Tecally. regionally sond sl [y
Ll:n:m# B, 1029 Ch

* oo varivus remsacs, considering e intemational chomcter of L, i seems better
tal 1he Ecclesinplical Aszistam he a Fesur msacad of 3 gvocesan Richop as hopprened
in the past. In addition, 3ines 6 Spnte Exercines sre o basic 1 b feenarian of
CLC members, the pressowce of a Jeaoin 5 proferoble. Finolly, hecausc ibe
responsibldny comes 10 the Treneral divscily fram the Haly See be s in w0 befter
prrcitian 1o emaindmin =lecive SOnlacts,
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Adsistaon®, wcloding & non-desuil, witlwour
wiikening the b beoaeen CLC and the
Socicty of Tesns, This tie manifests itself in
many differenn ways. bul, cspecially throggh
the “Iwlepare of the Yociely af Jetu: for
U, which s the established canonical and
slalutory [ belween dhe CLC and the
Society; in fact, i fulfils twe Ancon of
Waorld Vice-Assiztant, By vinwe of ther
office, huh flw Ecclesiastical Assistant and
the VicesAssistant belong 1o the Frroutive
Couneil of CLE: the former ropresands the
Holy See and the latter, the Socienr of Jesus
Both Wherefore panlicipate in the ordinary
wovernment of the association. Analogously.
the Jesuit provincials have a relation - at
least cancnically - with CLC, alihough they
may hot ke scclesiastical assistanis. oot of
all, CLC needs Jeswits who are capable of
unilersianding and inbegrating all aspecis of
this  relationship, o the  iniemational.
national and local levels; Jesuils who have g
hroad undersianding <0 the relations between
birth Tgrarias communities and the Church.

2.4 Dependency or Autonnmy

It wouild mow be well to maise the queston
which many have asked- whether CLC today
is gl 3 work of the Society™ ac il was
enginally and thronghoul most of s history.
Wa  might reply iho we have already

and i making
TEPERERTT
o eenlioebormion.

My prrorgress iR
forgi

er Frrerifiry erlper ik

enf ehe CLC

certyd P Feigdy ef

* This pocsibality came up cocently because the resignadon of Fr Kolvenbach as
Supenor Lieneral af the Rociety ol fesws {2006} doesn™ include o ies=ll his
cesignalonn B85 Ecclesiasiival Asaap@mi obf (L47. This wac a separaie 3. The new
Yuperior tieseral, Fr. Adol{n Nicolas. was sppoiowsd by e soihocly of e Hiply
Ser g5 the new Ea afier [isaching 1o the views of the CLC Expetive Conngil and of
the v Supsnor General himself. Owes again it was e conllueses of Lhoee wills.

the Holy See. éhe Supsrior Gionefal amd L community.

il



answered this question o the light of the Sfirps,
refloctions just made. Bud ot is good bo meflact and in sirengtheming
akare aan this topkc becauss W detenpingd 1o a Ruatual ties.
large earenn the attitude of many besuits sl

laypeople toward DL

Perhaps we have 10 start by underlining the
antoncimy of CLC and oher Juy associations
a¢ mentipned in GC 35 lo G we
underseand "work of e Socteny” as | reality
im which e Socicty  accepls  final
responsibiliny for the oricneation, yovemance.
and THInenance of the work. Given his
definition, practically o one wday waoold
say offhand that CLC 3 a work of the
Society, excepd perhaps in the mitidl sages
But cme would also nol answer highily that
CLL is “mer™ o woek of the Sacicty becawse
the Nociety pacdhcipates actively in the
governmenl and cmentition of the association
amd has about HH esuits working with CLC.
This is the way Fr. Armupe undecstood il ater
the Councl g5 seen 1o the mstrwciion he gave
w the Jesuits &l the 6me?. This iv alse how
the Holy See understood it when it approved
the General Principles and General Morms. It
is al# the wndersanding of CEC itaelt which
assumes s own  Zutonony  withio the
tramework of apostolic collaboration and
spintual affiliavion with the Sociery of lesus.

The answer 1 the guestion which introduces Preartigiperte
this  secvion  reguires  nuaoces and ive S fifar
consilerations hke the ones we have been i EIvernmeig
making throughout his docweent. We have o Hre community,

P Decres ; “He aoke o] mamp putoromUey EayorAriaES kTR WAOM ep Slune a
spiritusd bomd (.0 among theae e CLC {02R). Alsa “wa ercourags the Superfie
fuud t seck waps fo sugpent amd arcompany CEC amd adirer gofan imgmirce
Gy T Qi s 4n 25 2]

™ Br, Armupe’s letter 1 the Major Superiors, L9735, Jane 21°.

3l



¢lenrly seon that CLE does not cxist nor can
W pxizt oply By the wall of its members. It
extals by the will of (i aulhonty of the
Church, which it mony cases is cepresented
by dw Society of Jesus in its adiinisoatve
srructyines wnd postoral aniidion, We know
alsg thil both the Society and CLC are
interested 0 develoging @ mlationship ol
mtual cseem and of collaboretion in dhe
formation of s insrnbers in the apesiolale, In
the beginning dhe Soviety of Jesus acied as
foumdier, (e is promoler and Mmany Gmes ws
final suibercily and support. Mevenheless, the
Sovkly hes abways sought w adupt atself i
the particolar ciccymsances uf' time, places,
and permans. CLC fur its part recognizes
several  stages n s growah, which
comquently dewrmioe diffcrent nesds and
pessibalities o its relationslup Wb the
Society, In nome of 1he skges have we
pormemplated  prescinding  ffom il
eelatiomship with the Society, although C1.C
i aware of the fcr that & healthy anconarmy
can very well ceprzsenl the fruit of a process
of growth, Therelore, a simple and ontaght
negedive answer 1o the milial quesivn would
not be the meost exact from @0 histencal,
spirinual, jundicel, formaconal or ecclesial
peritat ol wiew:,

Futthermiore, a negative answser could also
discourige leypeople and Jents from being
iwrerested  in cullivaimg  the  desired
relavionstup as  laid ool m the {ieneral
Frinciples and  which  was  repeatedly
uederlhined i the  successive  Cieneral
Assemnblies of CLC amd  the  dieneral
Congrepatinn: of the Sociery of Josus. The
relation betwean Jesuits amd the zity coyld
come o adopd the style of a sort @l

deddtimg Jrley O LRy
e teved &f mafuriny
e Al

atted wirk an eye
trward foxtering
EFTwth.
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Teomfratermiy, that i3, @ CSpommmims
croeion of the lmine im whick the mfes or
inferior thecd of the group & decided by the
luypeamly thesmeslves, who wopld frde o
PSS 10 GOy rhem.™!! This model is
possible. but it is oot the one most in lioe
with the dessires and ancntatiens of CLC, ar
those af the Sodiety of Jesos in relationship
to CLC, a1 thoue of The Chuarch.

Given all thiv, it would ssem nrore exacl and
eocourigiig ¥ affimm that the 34% General
Conprepaiion wncluded CLO when 1 tells
Jeswits dhat whenever we sprak ol “owr
amreiotates,” we st wndgrstand the “owr” 10
mean an authentic [gnatizn collaboration with
Iy peaple in which each acts seconding w his
own wogation. The laily will quite propedy
mssume A role of greater respotdibility and
Yeudership in these works.™™ In this wiay, the
cod of the process of growth will oot e
marked by the withdrmwel of the [esuits
mvolved in the wark which has now reached
matupiry.  Rather, the ideal in  on-going
development with its arendant difficulties of a
geruing spiriiual and spostolic collEharation
i which each needs the athers, not only for
reascns of apostolic efficacy, but alse for e
wowth of one’s own yocalhon and Tor the
greater  credibilicy of (he Chureh before
SHETY

Accordmg 1o (30 35, CLC can be congidered
an “femation wark’™ hocauwse ws dynamic of lifc
and paradigm of frmuetion fow from the
Spinlual Exerciscs of 51 lesaties and it i
associvded with the Society of lesya through

Find

a pedagergioal mad
orgamlaclional
egrifitirizem
et

“heing Farher"
wnd “allowing for
mrowh, "

e BEtweeen

“being oy ditd
dengrhlers "

gl

“helng adulf sorx g
daughters

O COIRDGrITRT.

" Fr. Kalvenbach, 5] , Peter-lang, “Speech of ihe Ecclesiantivad Assistans of the
Wl CLC°, Mainoba, Aupust 4, 2003, In Progmessio, Swiptesenr n® SR, p. 33,

TG 3, Deeree 12, @ 290
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notworks and otber structures’ . Furflsesrmore,
CLC “har o glear and definitice relationsiip
with the Sockely of Jeses”, and “its muitione
cevprds  with thae of e Society b oo
copmmatment foo fuith thar e fusice
rengd Grtevreliions dialogue angd o crodtive
crpagement with cuftare™™ . GO 35 a3 2 follow
up of the relationship between the Socety and
other Jesuit works nol directed by Tesnits
recoanpieends  Cihar  the Major  Superions
enpaEr ond  Sefrwr! frose eatvustad  wibh
feaclership, feswie or others™ and praciice with
them “veguior dialopue, conducimd b oo Spivi
af trusr oed with respent o gppropriate
subsicarin und 0 “premod discerrment,
aecouniabilite,  and o glparer semze  of
colfuburaios far sitsios™ | Along thess lines
5w he  wndersiond  the  exphcn
repommendasfion of GO 35 e e Mapor
Supetiors to “supecert and accompany CLC ()
ar the Jeeal. regional and mational fevel™

2.5, A Spiritual and Aposinlic Companionship

Reyond  these  mecessary  camonical
considertions, CLC wishes 1o devote idgall
body and ool to flly developing and living
oul its charigke, amd 1o that end it nesds the
Soticty of Jesus and the lesuits. Al the same
time it recogrizes (e coninbotions of whers
religionn  conpregations and  that of ihe
dioeesan clergy, CLOC is grounded in Lhe
Spiritual Fyercises of Suint Ignatims which
suppnae an inlense and conlinungs erwounler

R0 G0 35, Deeres &, 0. %
ML G 3, Deeree &, 00
OB G M, Decres &, 0,12,
00 G 58, Deris 6, 029 ¢
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with the Lord aned which g@ive nige to a lay
shle of apostolic lile which i= nounished by
the on-gomg  hving dynamics  of the
CoanRniLy.

CLC 13 comscious however of the distance  To accaspang with a
between what 1 is and what 0 wants to beand  pomse of the process,

of bow slow e difficull the process of af rhe rme
gemwne  apostelic  geowth  can be. The awd with Fespeci for
ofientalions of the wordd assemblics refleet PErsons
this 1ension  between  lpoking  beyond, in the forming
discerning, and receiving e call of te Lond of an apostafic
wills gencrosity, aod workug with palicnce COMRRTHRIT
anl perseverdneg and in e secepraars of pur i e Church

limdtatnns and the reelity of =n. CLC 13 nod
rasentialky characienized by the spectacular or
hy quick resolts, thesgh we can be prateful
for 2 success whem I comes. Mor is it
distinciive of CLC to greatly infliense only
ome: stage in life. Kather, we aim w influcpeg
the entire life by placing wpon o nreaher &
seat of belonging aod by dewmanding a
commibiwend Beynnd whal he or she fiormally
dioes: i this they mst b always williog e
der things and 10 130 new initiafives. For this,
% need geneccus Jesot cormpaniong who ans
palicnt, persisiont, realisiic, sct on fire by the
Spiritual Exercises, and wheo are wilhog o
call cdheres iogether, 10 acsempany them, wm
1oy help them become apostolically fuitfinl.

The Gieneral Assémbly of the Chrisdian Life 7o fmow,
Community (Namebi, Kenya, Juby, 2003)  sfimoeeinape ond apply
treated ihe theme of 1he relationship with the the recorsrendations
Sociery of Jesus and prepared a documenl & dhe Bordd dgsembly
which  wes  ennesed 0 the  final wt Nutraf
“Revommendmions™ . W pecognized  three cevtering the

¥ ellshoration between the CLC and 1he Sociery of Jius," in Frogressio, Swop. 0
SH200, p, 10].
Th



Stimes v this priveess of grwth frkl proposed
several ways of colluboration for euch stage.
For the initial slage, it atobules to the Jeuits
the robe of “catalyrces in fha forngrior of the
new  comtmumin”. They will have an
imponiant eole in comduchng the Spertusd
Exercisgs, in fommuing loy leaders, in guiding
e groupes amd tbe commuoniry, ete. For the
[iml slage, when CLC has actajned suflicieol
maturity and produced  well-formed  Tay
leders who  can assume @ ghealer
mmponsibilir in the formalion amd
developrient of CLC, e General Assembly
dis et gay that Jesuwis are no  longer
tetoded. Cho the contrary, it asks, in additkn by
vontinuing the collaboraton of the firr stages
- because the CLC, like tie Sociery. is always
beginning encw with wew members - thut
Jesuits caphore oltber ways of collubomation.
This could be o compantons m the work of
Bmsalion, shamg  apostolic  endeavowrs,
catpblishing institutiooul celations, Ensiering
e prowih of both apostalic hodics,
dizpeming wopether o widen the felds of
common  apesiolic mission,  ¢milnbuling
within the Church towird a ore adequate
widerstandiog of Qe luy vocaton, supporimg
the vocarion discemments of the voung, cte.
Thle colluboration is not merchy functional.
Rather, il wapresses a2 deep  ecclesial
srgruficancy and hence conmot be ebandoned
wivetl cerain vptratunal objectives have
hsen fnl filled.

But ther ane other things related oo this
Ltherme which deseree atention. For example,
thae s the summary of the replics which
193 Jesuits pave in response 10 Queshons
which Father Peter-Hans Kolvenhach agked
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them in a beter”, while serving in his douhle
roke s superior pencrul of 1he Society af
Jerus, and Ecclesiestical Assistamd 100 the
World Chrstian life Commumby, The
repor read by Bather Femandn Salaz, the
Yice-Ecilesisicn]l Assistant of the Werld
Chnstian Lite Community™, as well as the
allocution whach Euther Rolvenbach hineelf
delivered to the Woarld Assembly, should
alars b read with greal stention™. Matarally,
thes2 doguments ¢ontain bath questions and
answerd, wid gince they are written from
expenemue, they oleo refect the stale of he
rcladonship  between these two  Epnauiun
COMIMLRGics,

CORRLNACOT FOH
OFRHT

rhyt e fesroast el
Friyiyfa

and eack ome
with e CLL
Aecredariat

i Mame,

2.6, Differences and Mutual Percepticns

L i important in & long term celationship o
mmember pat only e objective compooents
- [adz, nomms, documents, aclions, ete. - bot
alse to openby recopirze and face thoge
components which ace more paychological
and unconscious. They determuns our woy of
releting and of procecdimg. At tmes these
show up in informal conversulions or explode
into comilicts in some of cur mestings In
erder 1o despen and sustain the  healthy
relationzhip in which we are intercsted, it s
important to consider the different aspects
which cut thrimgh the relationship. We de this
with a degp lowe tor both communites. Al the
same timer, we necd do be oninhitated abon
asking  queslions or rovealing  sentiments
which swface along the way aod which we

"™ Report abow Jessit Assistant o CLC ihdem, p. b,

Sirer g

the prderlying
FUBRIFLTT
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- Reporl al 1he Vire-Assislant ol the World L™ ihidom, p. 35,
H Speech of the Foclesiadical Astuirant of the Warld CLC, Mairsbi, (A, o 5.
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expenience  at  tinke 3y coniradiciory,
conflicting or simply soenge, There 15 & need
1o facilitule an atmospheta in which ane ¢an
eapress and take 1lo accound the waanngss
sl the dizgappodniments, the  ungatisfied
cxpectations,  the  difficulnes posed by
relationzhips and the orgenization. Ceiticisms,
foom within and wihout, should reach those
respimsible for the communmity. Senous and
permanent reflection an the difficultres shiwld
be¢ camed on o2l Al Ievels and adequate
planning should be mede for all actions and
PHOZTAMS,

Ia this 31 15 well to keep in mind that a majeor
difference merks the relvionship bebacen
CLC end the Seciety and in some cases
between the Jeswils and the lay members
themselves i the association. %Wlule naol
idealizing il, and well aware of its faults, we
can say that the Socicty of Jesus is truly an
apostolic  body, with ns  history, i
cobsliions, 68 gendrul coDZECEaticng, s
linencial resoumes, ils waorks, ity atiuerures,

cic. Each Joswll recoives 3 mission from s

superiors amd his apostolic life wnarks his
being as 4 Jesuit and manifosts dsell in
eoimunity life. Um dhe odber band, while
reccrenizing the wealtl wlich il possesses, we
shuuald accept the Gact e CLO haw the seeds
of a1l this but still necds o Gnd ways tn
operale, to consolidale s sivle of life, to
establish coonotic autonony amd consolidue
ils apostolic goictanes, etc. Alhough CLOC
his taken great steps iowards matunity sven 1
the paint of presenting imself in Maicobi as un
Aposiolie Body, many delegmnes sxpenisnced
a hewlthy humlity which nswilly swcompenics
groal decizions. The vplion to define isself as
an Aposiolic Biwy was meant to be a grace.

Channe!

CriEc LR fawavs
the camperéns
deliberative orpoty

Recagmize the
differemces
hetwei

e falty

cazed CAe fennits

and (earm

1o work with thems,
paach preing the hest
o themtc v,

o



filled, humble. undd hope-filled cqion which
Izks 1o the Future, free of amogance, Ths
meeans thal in its relutiom o the Society of
Jesug, which clearly is an Apestalic Body,
CLC does it prosume 1o pat nsell on the
same level, bt rather to mecopmize s neod
and be gruteful for the accompaniment ared
help of the  jeswits  while offermg o
collabocare  in mussion  ageording  to afs
cupecity. This is the key 1¢ anderstanding
zovers] peferences in the documenls we have
citzd om collaboration berwesn CLC and the
Society,

Dialooue and relatihg arc not eesy belween
persons  and  commanities  with  evident
differcoces. We all must leapn with muoch
humility and paticnes to walk with geealer
determination wlong the roed which opens up
befors us.

2.7. The Fruits of the Process and the Apostolic
Lile

There is no doubt thar (he majority of CLC  Emcomrespe, chullenpe

members, 10 the dynamics of the following of arted sivargihen
Chrisl which spong from the Spirioual the eposenlic Nife
Excrcises amd  which are cullivated m of thy Jedfidisal
comimunity, strive 1o [ive their Christian life Hemiar,

in their families, in their work or profession,
in their particolur Wy ol penkcipedng m
gocity amd an [he civil or  religious
institulions w0 which  they  belong.
Furthormore, many pive of their time and
apostolic encrgies o works of gervice in the
Charch of pulsade il, fesd 1o the Sociery of
Jesss or ool In thes sepse, CILT s a
copmrunity  of aposiles, a reality which

a1



shauld  be  walupd ond  oncoureped.
Inlerventions shaould be made wliakver this
dimemeion Edes or wheo 2ome uwmbers of
CLC ccaze to follow a simple and aposiolic
lifz style in the follow g of Christ.

CEC doess nor wish o be the ofal sum of Encowrage and
wrops of person: who come togesther o Riregthen
pray, in some cases (0 pears,  withoan the agtactalion s
changiog their  individeal lives,  weichou apstosic 1ife
geperanng, sipmificart aciwns and withour baed on
developing a prophetic dimension o fheir e worldwice
individual und communilurian lifestles”. & arigntatiams
mnune ocess kads 1o aposielic fertlity and the (sangrad
which hes 4o do with the capacicy 1o plan and Privcapies
lake the initianve. Making decisions which amd Worms,

commil the membees o ke steps leading o

growah and 1o camry onir gancrete actons puts Deeper die call fo be o
into preciice fe apestohe onicntations of the  prapdetic commuscny
cotnmaaniey such as the priceities [od out im0 with iy indivigiad oad
the  Assemwbly in [taicd in J99%. Co- CENHMR dfcr iR
responsibility in the mission i an invitatuon fmpdlierbicans
b ot separate  the  apostolic hfe of

individual persons from their belonging to

CLC, Tha is what CLC pu into weards

tecemitly when il stdad that e wish 1o go

from being “o commumity of aposiles” i

Beitrg " aw crportolic ooy

Funhertmore, we wish that the apostelic ife  Promode ar adequate

m CLC he bailh on something more than the nmderstanding of
ndisponsable peneTosity 2nd inikdive of g riRsion el e
meinbers. W nnst also incorporate o senee of SRy cmadifimny
diseemed  mssion ar mandale with for it

supporting  sfruchures and 2 continuouws

" Cfr Speech of the Eockssasiocal Asyismnt. Br. Adulfiv Micelgs, bo the ULE Warld
Aspamhby [Farima, Avgoa 2068681 and the linal decumen of thas A=embly jo which
the comenunity sccepls and @fsumes the given omcolation 25 gee of te principal
gracei of the Asscmbly (Final decurtem 2.7 - 2040 See also the ltaici YWarld
Asserobly (LR, whers the eull i b prophetic contes when disceming moskkuam.
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eviluaion’. [t s marained by solid and
onpomg fmation bassd on the Spintual
Fxercisez', a personal commibment™ which
is deop and lasting and by a lesderslip able
W propose, orkenl and  taciliime  hesc
processes’. In this way a really import
peezibility for cooperatiog with the Sociely
of Jesus apens up, wocheling the possibility
ot jomnil discemment, shared wsks, aposiolic
agreemens, (he presence of CLC members
in the apestolic works of the Sociery and
vigs vorsa. B,

Fostor

apasiafic erlloharaiion

with ffre Socicty af
Jeee

ard with the fegal
Chprgh

Irt BRANTONE Wy,

2.8 Visibility and the Power to Convoke

Clesely related to ull thal wie have cowered,
and] faking imto conzsderanon the siale of the
world oulay, CLE seems (0 play a very smull
rale with linle pnwer to influenee matters and
with liltle wzibility in the Church s#nd io
socicty. Im lact, of seerms Tather timid and
retiring. In an ape robed o 2 gread ealent by
the |wws of marketng, which demend tha
one prave dhe compamtive advantages of
ong’s prochect over gthers, o that ane
cumpete to gain a gher mning ar prefenence
o swrvevs, CLC fregqoently doecs not shine.
This i= especially so if it 1% comparcd o o Gew
new eochesial associaione or i the best
experiences of s own history, or o0 the
Church’s power o call Borth mulitodes by
which i1 makes ilseIf present in the world.
Ther 13 somee truth in this. The evil spirit can
conduce us o blame cach ather, 10 regress to

“' Cfr Faimea final doclonent, o, 32 13 a
1 Cfr Fafiva finel docuroent, i 1.8, 5.9

“ [ fr Fatirna final documen, 1. 3.6, 3.7

W ¢ Eatarn inal decuoent, 1L 3060, 501
42
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wastalgic dreaming which leads o nothog, o
become #iviows, o show off, w look for
spectacular scttings, w pwt focth individual
figures and foster o cult of personaliry. Dut
thg evil spirit ¢an also lead us to disduin this
copoern while locking 16 the prevaleon ann-
Christian social models, shys abdicoting our
call 10 awract others amd Talliog inke a
lwopeless ond empty falism. This problern
nyulves a real cvangelical component which
we should face wmwd woderstand, this 1 an
eechemial responsibility which cliallenges us.

The vurrent number of CLC members and their
capacily 10 atracr others is wmeven fiom ane
coambry 13 the nexl In soine egions, CLOC is
decreasing und disappearmp, while in others
1% just heginning wr o the process af
developing, This has much to do with the
celptiony with the Soceety of Jesus, [ this hne,
ane greal sk is 10 fser the greal wealth of
the chumsm of CLC and it messipe by putting
inlo practce al the same tme General Mo b,
which calls for divemtication in order o
expand. The Mohn is pant of owr mamdate; 44
et which e been raug showld be paolersiaad
aud  prectfced  WORING IME0 aodteon’  0@ES,
rulres, amd other specifie cherackerisiics.
Wik phis obective in mind the natfosal
commrunities tAmdd  develop dheerilfed
formuntion pragrmms whek fabe inta deooua
grouns oF secdinas and the pascible excepiicna
cirumstanees 1 wdkich  zome  frdiviguad
memhers may be fulng™ ({GN §). If this is ool
derrie, it i5 2 failure that we must face™.

® Cie Faima final documcns, w30 b, 354

Wigen

the call ta helong and
edifCrEny

aiversify program
dimed wps

fex welpomme

Jifferent fypes af

meEmberr.

43



2.%. CLC and the Mission of the Suciety of Jesns

General Congregation 34 of the Society of
Jesue gave great jmponaoce to e 1hens of
“Collabaratior with the Loy in Miveran”
{[herec 13). The theme iz rich and complex
and goes beyvond the limitz of CLC becaose it
refers o all the laty whe are capable of
panticipaling in this dwverze relationship of
collaboation. Thiz themes invalves theonelical
compenents  (theological,  ooclesialy  and
prclical ones  (ways  of doing  things,
organizationa]l mocdheuds, elek On the one
harad, 1he mim s W ecognize, valee, aml
strengthen the mission of the laity in the
Church, vpening them up to a mone mature
eeclesial  curminuaion  and  te & monc
ponstructive neciprocal reladonshp bobwoen
themsehves and the religpouos. In this sense, the
Taity ar¢ called upon Lo be pridaganists in their
parkipanon in the Chael's mission, while
the '%:,m'ly iv called wpon to help e fullil
his*?

O thie oeher hand, the Society of Tesez alag
secks 8 collabaration with the lany o the
mission amd works of e Socieny™, GO A5
defines this perspective beder mlll::ig ﬂh;-m
“r  collaberators  In mission

reaffirming what had been said by l.'.u'l: 34

fleepen

rhe different
CermpWIRENE

I e apisils
refationshin
Mhriwasr the laify
and the Society off
JrEHE.

Study and implement
ihe arientotions of G0
34 and O 35 of ehe
Soriety of Jemer

U Diveree 13, n. 1 "1l Socicty of Jesws tecopmicis i & grace of oar wmoe and @
hope o O Tunwre that the laity ane skog an setve, consciow, ad responsible mle
it e miagion af the Chureh (,..) We wash e meapond 40 this grece By placing
aursebvea &1 the servipe of the full reslization of the midsion of 4w lgiy aed we
cormrmat marsslned b Ay THis o by coaneratmye: with tem i the missio”

“ Clr Deeres L, 0. 2:“'In some parts oF the world the works of the Sccjety depend
primarily on the laicy Far the fulfilling of its migsion W fores=s un eapansaen of lay
apoElolic penticipeton o he works of the Sociely i the nol fow oo aml wt

Lommil ourselYes b9 euppert Bis e pmsicn ™
TG A%, Deeree 6, 3.
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about laity im general. These collaborators of
the Socicty inclade Chrstian lairy, same of
them CLC, a: well as members ol ather
religions and spnostics. Within this larpe
picture, U 35 defines beter what 8 fesuit
wark s and how now-Jesults can assame
beade=hip roles in dlern. This is the sanee
logec assurmed by CLC and devsloped i ihis
docoment. CLC cannot  define dlselT an
fumeiion of the mission o (e works of the
Suciety of Jesus, hut gt can receive clear
erientadians o how o caltribuie o them by
means ol gonwe calkrele ways of
collsboration. Thig 16 one of the mejor desires
of CLC and hopefully many of its members
would be made available 1o collaborace
works of the Society™ .

I this perspective, after duwe discemment and
kekping in mind what we hiave said aboul
diversification of members, a section eould be
gstwbliched inm CLC al the netional andios
wirld level, & develop o closer collaboration
wiT.h the rrisgion and the works of the Sociey
of Jesns, according to the spiric and seat of
Tremeral Morms &, 7 and 1. In (s process the
charcierdsucs of individial persons should be
regpected 28 well as the necessilies of CLC.
This requirgs that some of the more well.
formed teemibers remamn at the service of the
association ag dirgclors emd'or in cherge of
formatdon,  aligmating with  aposiglic
commuitments oitside of the essociafion.

Y i Fatiino finsl decumend, 0 200, 202, 3003
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Conclusion

LC desires to be an apostalic body at the senvice of the Church's

mizsion wilh & special link to the Sociery of Jesus. This wish is

rooled in 05 lnstory and orginal chansm and needs 3 penerus
creative participation of lay people and Jesaits. Early and recent hislocy 1z
ricdy with examples of growih and fruithd sxpenences. Mevenbeless, a
pennancht eenewal of the motivations, methods and eelationships 15
necessary. There must alse b & contioned dislegue between CLC
members and individual Jesuils, This dialogue must alse be mornsined ai
the institwlionzal kevel between CLC and the Socicty of Jesws for a baner
conmibution to e goad of the Church, The pecaent documend wishes (o
foster this diabogue, puting forward important ¢lements to be sudied and
evalpated. Ecclesiastwal Assiatants are encouriged 19 use this decumeni
10 guide their owm work i the commumity and alse to help the
crandnuery engape n s heallthy self-appraisel.

A



Appendix 1
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Letters and Talks by the Superior
Generals of the Society of Jesus on CLC
and the relationship with lay persons

Published in Progressie and dore Romang Societofiy
Fesu (ARSI

19%F - March, 25% - “Sancle Sedes approbar Pringipia Generalia et
Satgta Comeuritonem vitae Chritporse™ {only French ), in
ARSY, Vol XV, Fase, 1 {1968), pp. 191-200.

1968 - Avg, 15t — Fr, Ammupe’s Leter - o Conprepatinaifus Morinanis
seu Corerminitatibus Mifee Chrestlomae (only Lotin fextly, in SRS,
Vol XV, Fasc. 1L {(1906), pp. 121-327.

1973 - June, 21zt — Fr. Amupe's Letter - Normeoe geeoesum colfaboraedf
cum Commprirmtifus Vidge Chrlsiormee {only Foench bext], in
ARSF, Vaol, XVI, Fase. [(1973), pp. 71-72.

L9729 - "Father Armipe speaks v CLC Leaders™, in Progresaie, 1974, n®
2, pp 3-5.

1974 — Fr, Ammupe - “Simplicine of Life andf Paveriy”, in Prpmessis, 1974,
n’ &, pp. 4-£.

19TT  “Fadre drrame moees with the Execaive Cownci™, m Frogressio,
1972 o0 2, pp. 5-9.

1974 - Judy, 1T® - Angwer of Fr. General about e immporal goods of

CLC (ooly tet Spanish ext), io ARST, Wol. X¥11, Fasc. 1L {1979,
p. 627
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IG80 - Fr. Amupe - “Lific 5 prospecss for the poung peaple of todi”, in
Swupplement 0 |6, Prograesto, 1980, pp. 9-31,

%54 — Fr, Kolvenbech’s answer i the Postulates aboul the collabom@minon
of lay people, in AR51, Vol XIX, Fasc. 1 (1944}, pp. 39-40(Fr). p.
4% (Sp), pp. 56-57 (Eng).

1984, Mo, 268" Fr, General as CLC Evilesiastic Assistunt, on the 400
Anpiversary of “Ommipetearts Oef™, in ARSS, Yol XIX, Fase. [
{1984}, pp. 116-120 (Eng, Sp, Fri.

LS — The ficst Letter of Fr. Kolvenbach ta CLC, afler bemg nominated
Ecclesiastical Assistan, in Propressio, LBES, o° 3, pp. 2-3

1986, Angust 24" Fr, General's Talk to the Loyola Warld Assembly
(1986} - in ARSY, Vol. XIX, Fasc. LIL {1986}, pp. 649-657 (Er), pp
6876t (Sp). . 665-6T1 {Eng).

14990 - “The jourmney of Saint fgmatne aed the Chariom of CLO {Talk by
Fr. Kalvenbach 44 ihe Assembly of Guadalajama}, in Progressio,
190, n* 4. pp. 3- 16,

1950, Sept, M (approbation of the new General Prnciples of CLC,
Guadalujara Assembly) 3od of December {confirmation of the GPs
by 1he Haly See) - CGemcraly Principles af the Christian Life
Carmnity (Spanish] in Frogressio Supplement 57 28 (Jan, 1991).

19590, Sepn, 2Mh — « Disconrs ey Pére Géndral 4 la Comgrogarlon des
Provipgices » in Loyok, in A25), Vol XX, Fasc. WL (19909 fonly
¥remch), n" 72-75, pp. 461.

1991, March, 25th — Letter of Fr. Peter-ln: Kaolvenbach ta the Soacty
of Jesus cegarding the Chnstun Like Commuoiy, in Priogressic,
199, n. 2 pp. 4-6 0 Aod alseoio ARS, Vol XX, Fasc 1V (1921},
pp. §57-559 (Sp) on. 559-561 {Engh, pp. S61-563 (Fr).

9 — “Fallowing Chreise jn Povern™, Address of Fr. Kolvenbach o the

Mationul Assembly of Halan CLC, in Naples, in Progressio, 1991,
o 5, pp. 2127,

L



191, Sepd. 2Nk — - The Seswir-Laity relationehip, frorealitp . and vivien™
« Fr. Kalvenhach o friends and Bellow-weorker of the Society of
Jesus, in Progrescin, 1991, 0" 6, pp, 15-24.

1993 — Tetter of Fr. Kolvenbach to rhe Soocty of Tesus, on the secasion
of the catvmsation of Clawde La Colombigre, in Progressin, 1992,
n® 4.5, pp. 17-21.

1993, July, Hh - Fr. Kolveobach's Leter: “The CLC Eoolewiastic
Arsivtenes”, in XS, V. XX, Fasc. ¥ (1'"W3), pp. 905907 {5p),
pp 07909 (Eng), pp. P00-23| | {Fr).

1993 — »The witwrass of '@ Crvmeremity™, Fr. Kolvenbach, Progressio, 1993,
o* 3, p 3.

1995 — 34" Genaral Coopremtion of the Fociety of Jesus, Deeree 13
“Canperaton with the Laity in the miszion™ ) on the CLT: " |7, &
17 in 4RSS, Vol XK1, Fase. 111 {1995}, p. 332 (8p}, i~ 578 {Eng).,
p- B34 {Fr).

1905 “The wild of God ir the key 12 frofiness™, leter of Fr. Kolvenbach
on the accasion of the beatfieation of Fr. Hodacdo, in Pregressts,
VS, w1 pp. 15-20.

I?EI"]E — [micrvigw with Fr. Kobvenbach, in Progressie, 1993, 0P 3, pp. 9=
13

1'!'},? — Fr. Peter-tHans Kolvenbach's address ar the “friermarionsd
Enconter Jegules and CLC" (11— L7 Augl, in Progressic, 1995, 0
1. pp. 12-17.

1994 Messape of Fr. Kolvenbach, in Pragreseds, 1996, n, 4, pp. 4-5.
|

1997 “Whe do yow guy [ em® {Conterence held by Fr. Kolvenbach in
the Chapel of the Lhiversily La Sopdedra, in Baole), i Progressa,
1957, 0" 3- 4, pp. 414,

958  Fr. Kolvenbach al ibe General Asserably in Ivawi {Brazil):
Homily, in Pregressio, 1998, n* 1-2-3-4, pp. B6-E? / Address, in
Progresiig, 1998, 0" 1-2-3-4, pp. 94-1(),

b



2002 s, 3% — Letier 10 the Jeswit OLOC Assistants (only Spanish
wirziod), in ARST. Vol XXIT, Fase. ¥11{2002), pp. 910-%1 3,

2003 - Presentanon by World CLC Feclegiastical Assistant al the Geoeral
Agsembly of Nainehi, in Progressio, Supplesen n® 58, pp, 7T-56-

2003, Sepd, Hth — Lemer o Tesuit Major Superiors, presenting e
Bzgommendanions of the Mairohi {eneml Assembly — {Eng)h, m
ARS] Vol XXNL, Fesc. 1 {200%), pp.334-359.

2003 - [mterview with Fr. Kolvenboch, in Progressio, 2005, 0. 1, p. 15.

2008 - Intarview {video) with Fr. Kalvenbach an the tocasion of the
Fatima Werld Assembly HHH

2008, Aug, |7® - “Nates for @ Lay Prophetic Comntunity puided by the
Spivit”™, Talk of the Eccksiastica] Assistant Fr. Adolfe Nicolas al
the Fatitia World Assembly, 1008, Pragressio Seopdemen 63,
po. BO-82,
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Appendix 2
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CLC — Society of Jesus Collaboration

{Appendix fo Nairobi Assembly Docament, 2003)

¢ the General Assembly of Christian Life Community,
grthered in MNairobi, Kenya wish do resposd e o request
reegived rmany iioes fom different levels of governance in the
Boclety of Jesus and from individuel Tesubis: “Wrat da we the Chrsium

Life: Cormrrminity exper! fom Sy arod the Society of feaue?™

First we waol to ¢xpress our pratilude for el the gitte received over the
tuany years of oor jourmey, We are praicfiel for the gift of lpnansn
Spintuslity which wou lave penerously shared with g ©0lawing the
example of hmatius, We acknowledge the oritical Jeswit presence and
leadership duning the rediscovery of the lay eapression of lgnatius
Spintealify as we moved from the Marian Compregations to C1LC. This
Tormanive work made possible the establishment and stoengihening of
CLAG in many countrics all over e world,

I continues trefay ag CLO prows towards becoming an apostohe bady.
CLC would nat be what it 1s today withow! the help and collaboraton of
the Fciery of Jesus. We want to continge and degpen this reladonchip
umil it fully ematures as collaboration of by aposlohe bodies in sorvice o
the Church's mission

In places where CLE 15 not yol preseni we lhope for your support an
initiating heginning communtics.

In areqs where CLC 15 m its carly siages ol development, we hope for
your comtinued presence aR catalysiz of few community formaation,
togethet with aur lay memhbers. This wonld nclude:

¥ oothe availability of an Foclesiasfica| Assistam wha 15 open to the
dirsztion and sperit of the world comnriunity
] |



L O

intreduction to the Spinfual Exencises

being spinitual <ompanions

guiding groups {owards becoming apestolic Communities sharing
responaibilioy in miscion

forming lav leaders do agsume  responsibility  for  manire
) TTTET T

In Natonal Commaoities more edvanced in the process of hecomimg an
aponinlic body, whene tle above work bhas left s fruitg, lay penple are
assiring respansibiliy for fonmation and ongmng CLC developmaont.
Here toe, we would like you Lo continue the above forms of cooperation
ard expdore sew ways of collaboraling,

L
b

¥

i1

We dusime yowr continoed parfoership in fomaative work;

We want @ develop ways of collabwrating botween  our
respertive apostohc bodies, and he mutoally opeo o shared
aposta|ic work; .

We propes more promadion of wach others’ activitics ino sy
respective publications;

W want to csmblish more msttulional relaticoships bedwesn 1w
Socigry of JTews amd Chrstion Lile Comumunity (g periodic
tzglings hotwoen dhe National ExCos and Provincmls and dwic
teams, building consemsus  for e sppointmeni of an
Feclesiastical Assislanl; plaming, suppordng and  evaluating
common apostolic sk,

We want 2 telationship that will allow a shared apostolic
dis¢ernment capable of widening the fi¢lds of common apostalic
mizsinn b i lude arsws s as gpirinsliny, social aclion, @mily,
yauth, palitical and professional involvement.

We wish the on-going coolribution from the Sooety of Jesus in
decpening Lthe undetstanding snd appreciution of Lhe lay vocarion
i 1he ehurch:

We wish a relatdionship that mespedts and values the difterences in
el wocations. This will Yeelp ot CLC and the Sociely of Jesus
together W suppet vocation discemmeots sspecially of young
poaplke.



In e spint of improving and decpening cwr relaionship and
sollaboration, we invite [esoity, espeowlly (eose an formation o
pasticipate in the life of CLC through:

"

Farmation ¢yenls and seminars;

Mationas | and Regional gatherings,

Repular paricipidion in local comonunities;

Joimi irvol wesiend 10 apostolic works,

Making the Spintual Exereises coegether with ©LC members;
Engwlcdge of bosic CLC docwrmnts,

b A S

"1_.'

T suppor the work of the World Viee Ecclessastical Assistant and (he
Matpnal Ecclestustcal Assistants we respectfully suggesi the introdisction
of stowctures for communicalion and mutusl suppost ai relevant regronal
levels fe.yr. a Eurogronp within the Comference of Furnpean Frovincials).

Finally we wenld like ra stress the over-riding importance of 2 mose clear
definition of the Ecelesiztical Assistam role in CLC, This should be
deveboped by CLC working together with the Sociery of Jesus and
expecially current Eoclesiastical Assistanis. This bas been cansisiently
called for by both the Society aof Jesus and CLL and will suppot the oni-
going work and cvahiating of the Ecclesiastical Azqiziant.
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CLC Ecclesiastic Assistant's Handbook

Profile and Respensililities

Prodile

A man'womsn of prayer, fithiul to iz or ber vocation, wha
eecks and fimlds fhee diviee will in his ar el

A privibeged whiness to growth jn Chnatian hie, desirons 19 see
Chdst™s influcnes increase.

Someon: whi has assimilated the Spirktual Exgrveises and can
aommarrncale e manaer and arder.

A server and compamien of that Chuch which, aceording to
Vatian ][, cxpresses aisell best theeuph commuoitiman  and
parlicipatory means.

Conscious of, awd enthusiastic about, servigg the CLC as 3
mbssion reoaved om the Church, from saperars (in the case of 2
cchigioarsy, and from the commuonity ksell,

Kmows pedagogically how to balange being a “fatherinatfer”
wilh “allewing prowih and ever departre,”

Yulues the lalty and appreciaies them is the subjects scoved by the
hirarehy, which the EA {Ecclesial Assislaot) repragants.

[n line with owr mission {should he be o fesuit), cxpecially
regarding, the service of faith and the promolion af justice writh a
preferential option for the poor.



¢ Ktows smd accepis the dilferences thal cast between liypeaple
amd Jeswits in owder 4p deal and work with bath while giving his or
her all in the progess,

0. Respects people, their sitaiions and processes. Kaows hiow (o be
pavient.

Il.  Makes propoaaks, conguers thal imidity o maoobilivy which can
arise 8¢ A result of misconstreed respect,

12, Llsi¢ng fo olhers. iospires irwst and g@ves pood counse] that heips
resolve conflicts and cven knows bow 10 bencfit from icpgions,

13, Does nat create dependencies in others @wand him- ar berself.

Responsihilities

The EA, the National ExCo (Exectitive Council) gnd the
MNational C'LL°

L.

Actively pamicipates in the ExiCo a5 an impatial counsclor, a
fncnd and orilic.

Advanes g vision and organization That faces the long run arneed
with  broad horzon.

Ercouripes teomwork and & sense of spintual and ofganic
coanmnonion  thal  promentes  gnore collubortive  and  fenile
participation for missicn.

Frommes a communitarian $1yle that appreciates, values
emicowrapes pastaral minigecy while energizing pricsts and religious,

Suppons biblical and thealogical formaton.

Guards the lgnatian auchemticity of the CLC process in s Sutirgty,

i



Lo

.

18.

Promates especully the Spinimal Exercises, paying clise adsniwn
b [hcew they are given.

Enows ol agsimilates an ecclesil 1exts the "CLO Gemera!
Principles gad Morme” and its amecedents, and is familiar with the
documents of the General Assemblies amd of the worldwide CLC.

Enowledgeable wboud CLC75  distinel  historical sages  and
Tiighlights.

Promtes the differenl espects that toach wpon the formotien of
CLC membars Chrstologcal,  eeclesiclogical,  mnistznal,
Ignatian, apostolic, sogial-polibeal, el

Helps  ovorcome  persomal  attacks, overbeardng  posturgs  and
decidedly partial points of view.

Collabormies with the formaton of puides and of communiny
coondinuors

Invigorates and makes the apoaiclic essocianive hife possible by
making wse of its global ooendations and the genera] Pineiples and
Hanns,

Supports he community by belping o dovelop dis apostolic
dymarmistn, common mission, and ig individoal members.

Values and prometes the international awd poblic dimension.

Prompores CLC's prowth while nespecting i current bevel of
Christiaa iarity at gvary slape.

Participales proaciively and incisively in CLC s promotion, in the
recraitmenl of wew membeors and o the formaton of new
CIHTT NS,

Commwously  cvalustes the difficulins  that emerge m the
associative |ife.



The Ecclestastical Assistant, the local Charch and other
Christian Communities

L9

pA R

2z,

z)

24,

25

.

(Hers information regardiog the activitics of CLOC m the lecal
Chirely #nd Feceives similar sepons concoming viher communities.

Maonvales CLC to play an active role in 1l hile of the lacal Clurch
50 than it cum feed itself o purt of the coelesial commumity:,

Fromoles lay vocition and mission ws well 2s adult participotion 1o
the Chorch,

Credles bomds and dialogue with the hicrarchy ut every level.

Encoursges and promotes the active amd creative presence of
religious and of ocduined minisiers in CLC so dhat they con
participate it its stoctures of governance. in it formaton end
gposinlic programs, it liegy, and i the accompaniment of its
menibers.

Propagates and promiles the cachings of Vatean 10 coacermmny
apostolic  lay  associanons, inclyding  hose  reconsdations
imvelvng prissts and religious.

Helpa CLC deepen its idendity ax an association of the dathful in
the Church

Promales CLC's intzgraliom into the local Church.

Thea Ecclestastical Assivtant, the Society of Jesns and che
Provinctal

2T

25,

Seengrhens a healthy integration and dinlepuc between CLEC and
Socisty of Jesus.

Regularly writes a bricl bot aflmetive note conceming TLC that
can appeart in i Jesoll province”s ews bulletin,

57




20

30,

Bl

k=3

33.
34,

35

5K

Frequently comimunicates with the regional EAs, with other
national sockeasial esdstants wed with the Workd Eeclesiastical
Vice-Assistam (who, for Jeswls, & Ihe Society s Secrerovy for
CLC).

Promores and suppons Aposinlic cooperalion projects  belweeh
CLC amd 5.

Personally encourages Jesuits i collaberate in ¢he TLC formation
anl, ezpecially. in the giving the Exercises,

Inzupas ihat Jesun houses of lommation and, where possible,
(ertiohship programs ame itroduced g the CLC,

Helps 1he provincial decide on matters atfecting CLC when asked.
Participates with the ExCo ag a provincs consulter when jgk e,
Fulfils those slatutory and canonizal obligations thal guaremes an
apportune Jesuil presgnce in the vanows CL processes and

struclurgs.

Plecprrher XK






