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Editogial

The curent Progrersic Supnlespenr conlains thres
reflecnons on impottant sspects of (he presemt joumey
of our community. The fird s comcorned wilth
suthofity and governance. the seocad hears on the
dynamicz: of discern, semf, mpport and cwaluole
(D5E), aod ihe Last oo the General Prigsciples.

The loxt by Auvrcra Camps, Viee-President of CLC Spain, is enriched from
the cxpenicnee Al contibutions of several members of the national
crmununty. Il reminds us of the foundsions from wluch to sonnect aed
decpen povernamce io our Gomormunity. S0 s inerest does not Lk so mouch n
imiredi;ing echnigues or mechamisms 0 improve our way of governamce.
These aspects, unporant 85 they are, only bear fruin insafar as we take them
on and enrich thern by owr TLEC wocation. As sich, Aurera™s reflecdons open
ws 10 3 wsehul deepening of perspective,

The second anicle, wrirten by Pedro Bolanos, eaplores the dypammics of
DSSE. It was in Maurobi that, 5 4 wiorld commaunity, we hed formulated thos
process amd reccived it as o grace from Gid as our wey of being an aposiolic
body. But thi: coolent was mid eohirely rew W vs, even 6 we sull have
clarify same aspects of i, and live them fully. We are ioviled, thep, 1o find o
vur respeclive codleals practical mechods for discemdng, seoding, supporting
and evaluating our CLEC way of proceeding. This is abready in itseIf a way of
living the process as & natonal or lecal community.

Finafly, Jesd Beves offers us soriée reflections onour Genaral Principles from an
anthmpological wwl Christological viewpoint, portinenr i this year inowhsch we
are cchbrafing fiwry yoams sinee o foummbation docwien! cume o S,
|confiemnmng: CLIC| &3 3 pubic smernationsl Assosiaton of the fagtidul, of Pontifical
Right. This reflaction of dosé's was mven doning the lag session of the Magis
Formiadion Program in Latin America.

Firmly mooted v aur chanism, these dres tents fit perfecily into the dynatmics
of the Assembly at Fatima. By dirscling our intention towands our identity g

an aposiodic body ', Fatima 2008 invites us, among odher maners, 1o take on
agaan our Geoera] Principles, and 10 detpen oor eapenence of DESE as well
as i3 implizations for the world, natona] and local levels. And doubtless amg
of 1t implicanons is our govermance. Acknowledging this sl unfinizhed
wdenfity as a gift from the Lord calls forth & response on our part, I iz with
Him thal we dare to give this nswer, for the good of oor brothers and sisters
in our humat family and for His greater glory,

Couy Maging, Wedd L Exevulive Serveiary
Transiated frown Freach &y Paimiciu Kens

' The thenk: of the World Asscobly in: *jourevimg ar an Qpuentic bods: sur duiwer
for Wiy praee from God”.
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Aunthority and Management
in the CI.C Apostolic Body

Some Reflections and Pownters

1. Inwoducdon

Comiaties of CLC Span presented dunng the rmecting beld on the

1% Eepicmber HEK in Madrid, with the Malional Apostolic Teams
Y outh Mission, Ecugrades, Foonution and Apostolic Commission], the
Regional mepresentafives and the coclesiastical assistants. The report was
developed fom the eflections snd fruit of the personal and proup prayer
al the 3™ meeting of CLL Spain nembets with & Permsusenr Corunmitroe
that was held in the city of Mulugs in Muy 206, During the three day
Inng meeting, some §0 CTOC members with a Fermanem or Temparary
Comruniiment carme togeler m humalny and o 1w consider the heme,
"United listening fn the Spinp. We relived the call, tecejved by CI.C
during (he General Assembly in Maimobd, to respond 1o ahe Laord 25 an
aptisiolic coxmmeyeniny.

Thl!{ articke is an adaplation of & report that the Executive

The Maldzd mécbng wus an impodant event for CLC Spain for vanous

It |'H:|]:l:|:|. us L become mowe aware thal wae hawve been callsd o
Iii our vocalion o CLOC v fell; o helped os to experience that the Land
has invited us 1o work in His mission as an aposkdic community which is
Ignatian and Lay. Iy helped ws 1o reflect and pray about: what it means to
be and 1w develop as an apostolic body of by people, bow w onderstamd
authonty in CLC, whal should be the way the commumiby is muanaged and
govemed,



We experienced peace and joyful serenily duriog this meeting. Ther was
muture: aentive listetung, the freedom and the respeci for waroos
inlerventions, calm jny, the genteness with which all thar was saud
percoluted m all. The Lond was acoompraninbg us in A special way during
this meeting. Certain pointers for reflection emerged from all thar was
eapérienced, frum whal was contained in the communiqués and talks, the
samrnarics of the plenary sessions, the i of the prayer, the wnnen
sugpestions, amd the Mnal evaluation, The Exceutive Commitee of CLC
Spean beas developed and presenis efresh what applies (o the theme of
autharity and govermmend is CLC so thar 1l can help to clarify the
perspecve revealed by the Nairobi Asscmbly.

2. Our Principle and Foundaden

“The love amed wall-bopng with which [iod erdows us i the surfing peint
o the L1LL° and rhis love, unconditionet and sernal, is faiiful forever
et iy freett sitie the heginning of time

Gllidi}d ITF thE There sy be no oced repesting it
- i but it 1y impeciant o say: all dhat we
Spll‘lt, CLC must sy of shall say about suthonty and

live the mission with  woy of poverning CLC must reflect
qur mussion I most reflect our desie

intensity and fidelicy w help, ad to establish the way to
: i M help the Chrisoan Life Copmmunity
in a world which is el A il i
marked by injustice ITesus, poor and humble, It s in
service 1o the powr amd marginal sed

and POVErTY  har Cheis living amang ws s

present. Civided by the Spiril, CLC mos live the massion with infensicy
and Fdelity in a wordd which is marked by injustice and poverty, Wit
the needs are immense and e cries Tor help (both explicit and implicit}
are innomerable. Iy must reflect the ardent wash W respomd 1@ Cheasl:
onited Lo work with Him and always open to the Spinit. As an apestolic
lay lgmatien commumity flled with the discresn bove than Ignativs of
Layola, Francis Xavier and Pierre Favte modeled, we uwre called 1o be

PG | Sem Derpening our andersanding of e General Prncipler. Progrecsin
Juppiement 5. T8
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inferied und folded into samvice 19 the world and the Church, alive asd
bristling with the Good Mews.

=T h [
W are hene because we have been m :

senl on 3 missiom. Mow, e reek D
10 pursee this szacch for His wall
tat us, particulerly o the “Rew”
rather than on e ‘wrhat’, We are
hzrz, in the presence of God, wha
never ghés up on our huomanity,
cwen jF we, Bt onimes, lose hean,
Bul, throogh His price, we keop
trying tee follow apd Be faichiul
becouss wltmotely we, through
CLC, are aryviag o be Tanhidl 6o
the plan of God. He ohooses
mysterious ways, same by change,
somee caused by other evenls, Lo
open tew harizons, Owe stoey,
interwoven  with mistakes  and
tensiens and, a1 ues, with fears and wncertainbes, comains, o our dmes,
signs of joyful and unexpected rerurrection. Cin o path of lifs, there are
th seeds of God's actions and they will bong Truin Yes, God acrs and
acts well indeed, gentle and srong, ceapecting o frecdom and in tone
with the greal Paschal inystery where Life passes through death,’

Tiday, mwore than ever. we seek to lalk, reflect amd pry oo how we can
help each other to follow Christ more faidhfully. With His help mo loove
and rerve miode, He will lead ws oo participaie more [ully in the mission of
the Chunch.

We know moee than ever thal when the Lopd calls, the power and the
redourees are md lucking. Lhe Mairobi Assembly challenged CLC to
mwpve from being a commuonity of apascles o an aposialic coTaMiry awl
1 setve the world and the Church as an apostolic body, remembening that
Grad wall always be ut our side.

" vGod werks ke thae P Prulussen. Propresier Suoplement N M Pralogue by
Josés Cacll



We presetn today, with humility, this anticle. It i3 moe a cogversanon
than a repod, which, without sysiemafic process, exiracts the most
significant froits of the 3™ mesting of CLC Spain's Permasnently
Commited members. Unravelling all thar was lived, shared, prayed and
reflected on, the options now peed to mstenialise, and become bife,
gxpericnce and teality in owr CLC. 1 s woday a Queston of presenting 2
seres of congiderations which (hopefully) will help us 1o reflect and pray,
thus enabling thet which will help w develop and insigare an imemal
change that was iwbated in Mairohi - 3 process of reform (simdlar o a re-
foundation) of CLC*

The Spirii it our g:.ride" "o forward gaided by the Spint" (Gad 506}

. . CLLC  sitoates  pself
We, in our search for the will ahows ot el 1l

of God, walk with the Lond calls it w be

. L That does nod mean
Ignatian tools of discernment pw o connot oake

ﬂl'ld delih-eratiﬁn in thE vizrakes or than, in oor
search, we  canm

group, reading the signs of  make mistakes. Rather,

i 5 g U W on oy

the times, with an attitude ST o impnmi

attuned to our history thay @ emphasize, ome

rowe. thal we are nod

reveals tht‘: Presence of octng according to a

. - pre-2af plan. Maor is pur

faithful Grace artidriee

charmcensad by the leadership of & chansmatic person who caablishes

the way and the missivo, as 35 e cose with et lay mrvernens in the

Church. We, in our search for the will of God, walk with the Ignatian

wils of discernment and deliberation in the group, resding the signs of

the tiroes, with an atbibeds: attumed B3 our history thal reveals (he presence

of fathfol Grece, Tlus Fdelity to £aod drives ws forward and (115 us ith s
capecity for searching and rendwal.

* 1 refen tr che proess of change towands an apostele commmmily (Murguie: Rapme
of the Commuimes, Sepiembey FI0F, Teo Gulache)

T
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Therelore, our way of proceeding does nol consist in hoping Tor Answers
frgm our leaders i from Lhe office hodders oo the teams. Balher, o
privending the [pnawan methods, meflectng on the sitsaoons m oor daily
Lives, on the quesuons we hawe in respect o aulbority and Ieaderxhgp. the
wagy we govern ourselves in order to produce more apostolic fnon” - we
wand [0 turn otce more W e onpipdd sources We luen GO0 e3es ORce
more to Jgnatios of Loyola and his companions, to the way they searched
wnd found the will of God amd 1e the way they let Be Spirit lead them,

I this zense. we can undeslaml the essence of the 3™ meiing for those
with Permanent Commitmeot in CLC Spain. 'Recagrizing ond fesling
Therr & k5 b Lovedd wilto imviies wr and calfF ws o arilcalie our rission a2
aM gperiatic commerrity,” wes e oonsiant eference on the way Lo
mrocedd and what the aposiollc body and aothooly meam for Samt
Ignatius.

3. Responding to the Plan of God as an aposwlic
cormnity’

CLC wag called in Nairehi mo angser o the besie and oniversal guestion
of Sancd lpmanue: What muse § do for Chrs# This guesbon spplbes Lo all
the Church and o 2ach Christian, and is topical everywhers and always.
The question is nod mew, and certainly hus been presenl, eaplotly or
implicity, trosghool the history of CLC, The answer has developed
gradually in line with the gifts of the Spinc first o5 8 ‘federstion of
comununities” (in te documents of the World Assembly of 1971, where it

., rhe Power & e Olipnch comeys frem God and not from mea o mupny af
ol were wite in der ondinery sense of te word, how meey were inffuential peopls,
oF ceme o mesble familisr ¥ o 0 war fo fhome the wisd dhal God shote whar 1
Sombizk by Rutad reckormmg, amd W 2hame WM OF STROTE (Al W alre lar U ek
By fnan reckHAg: Ihese wiker e werld Bhinks comeon and conderdpliiie ore e

5 Dot har cheosen - fhoge whio qre noghing af o} ne phow ap thage whe are

rptfing. ' (ol 26.28). Sut God does nof dop feading dhoce whom e fear
cofimmed od the formadationr of fuith. aned il wham Hif groee 12 active, froplle wids
of olay. & ganscelf themt Jm o the k" From the Homily of Tr Julian Barrec.
Amhtizhop of Sambage. S0 James the Apcsils [Day 100G,

' Sex abe apeech of Alfonse Salpede, CLC CE! Cowrpremito  Persmamenrs:
Sundirmenary, damidn ¥ vincwlncton al Cuerpe prakelice CVXT Thind Mesting of
thoee: wilh Permpnerd Commitmenl 1o CLC, Wlalag, May J006G
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wias celecred W oz owe movement) later, i the World Assembly of 1950
(where reference was In S commaming”) 85 3 workiwide crmmunity (3
"ConmmuniTy of commbnilies” &S some wece apt w syl Mome recently,
especially in Ttici and even more 5o since in Mairahi, CGod has shown ns
His plun in Ffornulaong the unswer W becomioe an apostolis comamuunty.
We cannat ignore the tact that this answer 12ises new questnns on Aow o
ariculote this apostobe comomnly Ot 15 Jppanan, Ioy, and wolved up
1 the: neck in the world and called Ly igz service.

Whoe decs it mean for CLC v be an spestolic communds?

There is no friction borwoen
Commumly amt  Aposiolic
Body: it iz 2 Wlse dilemma
There iz ™ oonboedicbon
berween (he twof It is ot a
guestion of borders. Acconhing
tp the Nairohi Assambly, God i3
mviling us to  progessvely
¢ exterd owr local and mational
. boundaries. Since Mairobi, we
ure called o thos body than bas
no borders: it breaks upen ami
Mies im the air, I 15 3 differen
' concept, a different dimension.
- As members of a body, we ae
the cells: purty oF ¢ whofe thar
locks the  ferling af breimg
Aroken. Our belonging and ties
are b the CLC priversal body that s cobensely capressed “eamated’ in

¥ oThe woend gremp fer which ome belonges af o gives lome or armiy (e coocnsie
ETrETnion, guite Fpeciffc, here ood mow, of thir fredermity sprdod Mrowpfewr rhe
warrld, TRiS (5 the comtmauniry rhod bt dofug e formanon wedk rhae (5 fedoking 2och
mem b the chardrm ::sl"rﬁ.r Sawly, ar the rmee when ke or fhe fr bpl'ng imgwoled ima 08,
I ir Yhere Thal che comoidade ir fided with o uwaiversal vion, with @ way o thirting
ef o worddeide coomaunity, Pecouse; éin gffer ‘e CLC's wmivermand disetaiin
eaprostes sell" Wsikdy (0 o worldwidh Covtmipnane, THis navereed giwemnan sugr be
alwayg present G5 0 hasis afiugy of pach ard every member and dacal group, and
murr b roaled e oer Mhenlagy s wn esreriel sfemen! of femefion sprrfsalice’
iMuesire Coromer 151) " Innocencle Martn g5, Boelesifsteal scsastant CLC Spain

b



4 local groop. Io it the CLC members realize their CLC pourney in the
company of oihers, companions with Lhe same vocatdon and mission, But,
the local group is not an emd i ilgelf, bur 3 means, a5 05 the worldwice
cormmurily. The inlent iz always the mission,

We aré a lay apostolie body of men and wonen 10 the world, called
ogether, digpersad in miszion, and ourured by IJgnatan spiipelity: more
particalarly un the full experience of the Excreizes. I is 2 body w which a
person @9 called by the Lont I s a

vaaton that creates a link through CLC YWe are an

commitment o the whole Body, which :

i ool just instoumendal (or termitorially apﬂﬁtﬁllﬂ hﬂd‘fi
localy, It ois not just @ fechng bol & mﬂ,‘ a common
vocalional call. It iz consimstive: & hink A 2

that makes and forme the CLC person®.  muission, dispersed,
It is a wocation L bear fuit, il 5 &0 ; ' e
aposialic vocation that finds its (ulloess with distinct tasks
in universyl communion with others
wha are called, Thiz unior of souls’™ implics a unity in love and misskon
during the stage of Aposiolic Life', It ig there that DSSE (Discern, Send,
Supgorl and Evaluation) is the Ignatan (ool wsed for (he inissicm,

We are an apostolic buody, with a commaon mission, dispersed, with
distinct tasks, A good enarople is that of the Spanish team in (e das)
World Baskerball Championship. That was a united team, not a group of
inulivicfoal stars; a group of players that wers so umited that when one of
the key playerz was imured in the importanl fina] game, the team
continued to feel and play as one, The shit wich the wortls 'Pau Gasol is
Having o0’ touched us alf und made e thirk: 1 balisve ol would be good
if Lhug shint wus reised symbolically by some of cur aposiolic groups bt
carrying the narme of thoss who today could not be here: “Belen iz playing
tivte!” ] Cecilia und Mr=s del Mar and Jose and brs ... exch one of them,

" Bee the speech of AMmnsn Selgeda, CLC E Compromiso Permamente:
Ferddomenrs, Rwmadt ¥ eidcubocide ef Cworgee pagtiadice CFX Thind Mesting of
Iwrse wilh Permansnt Comminment o TLET, balags, May 2006

" Philippians 21 24 'f want wou fo tink the sone, have she same ove, and be of ome
mihed, wish juest o pmple theuphe

1 foe “Plan de frmarion CVY-Espana’_ by the Formation wan,



who could not be heme, it also serving the aposiolic community of CLE
Span albeic in different reles, bt in the same ossiob.

How can the aposiclic communily express this? How can i live the
mission in this way and become more effective end bear more Fruit? In
the document he produced sboul CLC Identary, binoce ncin Martin 31, our
Ecclesiastical Assistant (Chaplaing tor CLC Spain, wld us ; “fr é5 clear:

for o body lﬂ ﬁdﬂctmn it is meceszary thar off the partt are In place, o
ditfeinted fbody iz chacs: a
nan-co-orikinated body st
work propert It mus b
erganized: eeck o with Riz ar
her rde. There i ane rle thet
fowenr w hipAlight: that of
autharity In religioas e fls
expresslim  §F Wty sirmpdy
exprested n the vow  of
obedience, This ip ot our
model! wevertheless it aeeds i
be  articulared. W aeed e
srmgtten e prysiciem af
ooMmmAnity and, wiltie i e
rervice of guthority, unless wr
weant fa fufl fake o wecleom of
talarLy Y dees mot resalfve
e proup  govemancs, b
ingtead complicotes i and
mgker bhe camtvamiy  furile
dowm  imla ineffeclivensss,
withays any  brakes!  Am
Authoriry conceived as service, like @ molor thal Mgt wark ar o subsidiary
pewer for the rext of the modars of the Camerunity, one thoal will mke phe
athers grow and which, in this migner, confirees and 1ends, elways g
€ CATUTERAR BCErTEar SPhe

If we reter back w the form amd the process of decision-making among
the ficsl cotupanions, we sce thal they, without koowing where the Lord
was calling them, ruised Uwse questions about bow to make teeir tassion
mwe elffective, Wi know that all the st companions undertook Lhe
month long Spidtual Bxercizes. which was the experieoce that fonped the
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group. And we are aware thal, in CLC, we have 3 serinus gap because, if
we. do oot have the complete ™ experience, we shall fnd it very difficult w
keep (he chariam of this apostalic communiry alive, We see that we have
the same purpose: the mission within the Church. Also we can ohsarve
the: dliversity and vanicus opinions AMdng us, something thal enriches ind
foems part of the diversity of the commaunily, We glso role that, becausa
in our lifz as lay people we are :

seattered and mseriad in the world  AAS la’lhf, We ‘CLC}
wherever CLC i spread;,  wowr

availability in CLC is lhived and have these

expressed im quite & differemt way  comumitiments that

than that of the Socizty of lesns. 3
are our special place
As g result of the debiberabon i 1334,

o Ay TR of mission, E‘iif:l‘l
decinion 10 form comrmunity, wanted w though we might not
be B commuonson even while scatiered L j bl i
{the fies companins had differsne  DAVE the mobility ©
migsions). We, CLC members. ar  he ]esuits

dispersed i ihission and, ted s we o

W O Commmitments {fatvly, work ), heve the sane tadical avadlsbility that
I first companions eqpoosed. As Ly, we bave these comimitents (hat ae
carr special place of tission, aven thoogh we gt ot have the mobbing of
tnd Jesuits. One should ot confuse availshility, which & an internal attioode,
with phy=sical mobility,

So, these men of God, foomed as disceming wndividuals in the Sprilnal
Excrcises wmh their atindes for  searching, thew disposition for
deliberation. are inspiring pointers for CLC today {they were laymen alter
all!) and in effect. are guiding lighis for the whole Church™,

12 Thaw is to sy, the complete experience s Ot wet can ineoTports the dicthed of
the Spiritual Esemcise iy the everyday | cresles people who can discern snd
enables and disposes them b bve io rssaon with, of couwrss, the contemplation 1o
galn luve __,

T Fhil ¥: 9 10k And this is my Py, L yowr bove may overfhine nwerd and more
im bneew ledige anad in all insight, that yow ey 66 ot the thing thal 4re superion, that
ol mady be pure and Mameless fe Oludst’s day”

11



4. Imnitating Authority as practise by St lgnatius of

Berween mbreglivnye and
autharity,  occerding o 5t
fgralius, obedicnce  {denved
from the Latin ob-audire”
fisten grienlively] comes Before
auwthoriny  (from  the  {ireek
‘ohourea’, which i Lemin i
‘augere’ and  mewns  moking
grow} ff ome it ny oble i lisen
Wwethewet  prejudices el with
hwmility, o commd undeniake
arty cshorily of responsthitity for
governing anviheny, According lo
St fgnativs, an apeswolc
COWAMGRIY it e strwchured
and, S R SOFECNrE, (MAE Hpeds
un gurharity, smenne it charge,
witt  pFuoranfess e commnon
pood A tesuc Chriss savs in the Gospel, autharity is euiled to sarve not io
nuamipylare (M N 25 28)

5 lgraphy exercived authorily o emable the growlk of the spostolic
communify of the Compary i1 the et of the universal greater good,
To show how ke cuercised awtherity, we sl refer o o gueie from
Ribadengira'; ‘Firatly to humble omeself, scrondls to ask for kelp,
rhirdlc Lo porder, fourthiv ro be presem to God. These four sfeps, withow
changing their order, recopndne this fosk of lalening {ebedicace) whick
preceder aptherity. Curdously, we gre weed to placing praver first, white
far 5t Igraniue §§ iy thoe fast shep.

" The first of this sub-section, m aalics, j= o summary of the second Wik of Adakfe
Chererles 51 e Apdorded ¥ of mode de prbierne en 8 Igpacle' gives during ihe
third naccring for base with & Permancon Consuugent in CLC Spain. Malaga, 306,
" In 1540 Pedro de Ribuleneirs knew 5L Ipnocius whon be Tirn enered the Society,
as in [l it g the saint hidacll who dirscted pll his formatioe. Lo 1572 bhe wroke ihe
sl ography of 31 lgnatia; *Savibgs aml Actions of onr Faher 510 Ignednis™; the
e ciariees Fromn this bead and can be Townd 1o Bodwes Marmbwi (FREO, 112

11



Lzt us see how theae four sreps develap:

1 LISTEN TQ THE TRUTH (TQ EMPTY ONESELF) The Firsl step,
fo humble oreself, corresponds fo the attdtade of obedience. If ore
arsumey thee aff i afresdy clear, if i difficulr o see kow one can figen,

»  Facf finding: o key point for any responsibie authorify
Thin listening, whicH i the humbling of oreself befors the trurh and
tor epgfume phe challenge of the prggioe, must carre with i e nesd
for facts. Krowing Me foeir i crucial io a résponsible authority.
Mervbe cne af the aspects of self-ermpiving pust consist in colfecring
el the facis.

+  Ta anbie aneself befira the persons one is fo lead {the subjects),
frv emprping of self before the viher, i prier i Righlight the best of
the ather, we are reminded of a staiement made by do Canara’™ in
the Merorial: “(ur father erce taid the following words: f desire
tn all @ general indiference.’ Indifference is the oappasite of fixed
ipfrion. I a perion comsiders Ae krows and (s cortain M grerpbiting,
te does Aol have e megis 10 exercise properly authoris.”

«  The foundation of cathority is sare  From the love that

e e e o i, Igniatins had for alt
their inclimations and qealities. his brothers, there

Yaint lgmatius formiesd men fn whom .
he could truse absolutety and ro  ATOSC the trust in
whem he snbrusted fotal indtaive, )

absolutety.  Comara, in iz the potential of
Memaoripl, often remarks on how  those people and his
the lave thot fgretins had far all his

brothers was so fundamersad, From  1endency to follow

this love here drose the trust i the [T . . -
e S e o K their ll"l{‘l.ll:l.atlut'lb
and gualities

LT higy 1557, the Purrugie Jesgic Fr Luis Goncalves da ICamers was s Wi the
Hiowse in Fome ahd wars thers for 2 years a5 Father Minister Al the inatiganoa of Fr
Mdad, 51 Lpsatius nelaied b Camans whan we now onll the Sueobiopraphy. The dext
ri da Camara ends with 1he Mergona], whene he sets ol and conomends n the deily
Lk of Ignativs in che beuse 1o Koome: bis manner, activines and sayings.
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scridency ta follow thetr inelirnettons and qualities, that they moay give
the hest af themselves to the mission tht be sent them om. Owe pse
address these inclitegions of the person contitfering them os real
passifulaies thal eme must iake I Aocouel o thal each persan oad
give uf Iheir Best.

2 LISTENING TO OTHERS (T8 ASK FOR HELP) The second siep
menfioned &y Ribagencira was 10 ask for kefp. We note shat ome agks
Jor help when he fshef can't. IF having been givew a responsibility, T
faligve that ! can rolve all by acting on miy owna, the last teiny | would
de is ask for fuelp,

tengizy of Loyole did mor fzave ihe one in charge alorme and
roladed: an authority Estened and sixisted

St Fynanivs did not feave the oee in charge on fiy ownd, Namcally, if
Aetp i affered But is not? wsed, i would Be s i i had mot freen mude
avarluble. Authority (5 nmor gure-sufficient. To provide help and
OISLGIRCE B ANIWIATY dies Rl meen TRl gmé 1 Ireimg §e proteci
aurhanity; lpratiug mever hulial-proafed autheriy.

I LISTENING TO YOUR OWN INTELLIGENCE {T0) CONSIDER)
The thiird tfep, io consider, 5 Fo soy thet the authorify auswmes
responsibility: thay if takes stock of what meeds fv e decided. That is o
say, ther ol in charge, {f they wanl o ostume aprhorits, must
baderstand what iz io Be decided.

i

14

How can authority empower it agostolic communiry !
Acvording 1o fanarius, e ene i charge s called i animpee fhe commaniy
e 17 iapeett by e everaiel Tinis £7 v M Sires i meore el

Authority dozx apt htve a furidical or pal Batix: 1 do not impore
fawy and regalolions.

St Ffgmating did mat comceived e gevermamce of an apestolic
comeunily s the applicanen of pre-esiailished rules, withow faking
fndg accaunt the clrcamatantial realfty of o given situation: i[5
gend mygpnggement o (gMare the specific detmils. Far [pnoius all
fegalism was an atbaek ow freedom. The fenatior twea of cuthonity is
Just the appaogite lo a lepalist approach and, in this sewse, & 5 cledr
thar mid everyone could exeroiic Dhis tppe of authoriny, eipectaily if it
iz sameane who needs o sirong reguletory streciare to feel secure.



What comcerned Igratius was mor
the iden or {he repelaiory, but a
realily thai meeds trensformation
This sede Kim irprcrie Rimself in
the focrs, taking full aooount af
reality, 3o IRat fhe solutiom was
et hopelessly imptacrical  And
e only way to suake this possible
wis {0 suhiritule e rghd legoal
struciarg  with  an Guthonty
stromgly fownded on respoasibilivg
und gperness thel was Rased on
the principly of subsidianry, a5 we
shali see fater o, For Ignotius,
autherdny poast mor eorlude
areyihing bag browghe inie pluy ali
the other's shills,. N included
prushing afiers commpleiely. ever 1o
the exterss of piving tem o liank chegue,

*  Principle of subpidicriry; delepating to wioever 5 of the coalfece

It ix called the 'principic of subsidrarity” and it is o mers than
sharing responsitiling. If we wuml the commarty Mo fumchion
properdy, the it cannct e the jof of just one persowe Here we refer
I et impartany leiver fpaotius wride io Fr iepe Mivion'" which we
Kighty recommend thet yok read We quene @ part thal surneparises
fpueriius’ undeesranding: like o wioversal engine thar surroumds aef
peoves the jradividoal empiner’. A person who 68 In churpe does nor
have 1y de everwehing) it is much berer fo delepete aven while one
must siay informed of everveting to be whiv i lead.

fprapivs did mor beatify awthority precisely beconsy he Reld thar 1o
rucrprer the will of Gol 5 not sometfing ahstract. fe i something
planted in the wavious circwmetarees of people’s e, i speciflc rimes
and plrces. Every ponsitde atfeniion st be made o e i1 fauck wiif
the chanping reality. Thi [§ what the phrage 'l refer” or 'our Father
fefers thie appwars 5o omary cietel tn dgnatius " lemers fin &7 from alf
porods] means: e placed the final devivion i the hande amd pood

I
" ) croers anvd Dnatntions”, M 32, BAT 6% edition, 1997: page 925
s



th

fedpement of the person who wer @ the Beart of the apomodic scewitp.
This iy wetl explainad in manry of his leters: "You win are ar the .i:ear:
of the emdediour, you can see betker wital mesds 13 be done '

For aathority to be zervice, power ond knowledpge reed to come
frgeiirer

For Ignatine, mgacgemen! iz not something saered and abiiracs, bar
the combination af rg dimensions that cemaol be seperaded. power
arnd kmowledpe. This is the only way it wilf be good monggement.
aly har will agthoridy be service gnd Aot Monipulation or
impasition. Cliimalely, for Ignarus, the process of awhnrity omd
abedivnce f5, abovwe aff, o service. For ot be trwe wervice, i cannaot
bt exercised in o world of aniversol lows, rapier in the concrete of
the cotenrs of space pnd time faccordifg fo the circussiances and
place, time ol prrsons ccernied).

Faor Imatias the porpose of aulliorily is & open (o ihe Hniversal
and to make (he apostolic commprily prow
Fov fgnotius, guthortty sndersiood a5 g service (0 of an abamact gnd
arBitrary pewer, withowr fakirg tifs aocoudt the achul coetoxe. JF f1
Ferving Liod fFﬂmp.!rmm' Foundation — Sp. Bz, 13) in apcordance
. With o sendaend where “more
cecEr do the aniversul roher tae
the individducl good” i givem In ife
Conmimitinee Mo 822, Tpneting
formulapes this princinle: “the more
anjwersal the goad I5, the more i is
| divine’. 5o ifw amn of quwhority it
apen o the poveraed, the CLC
member, to the wriversal, fearing
fimfhsr  dway  FrW narToWw
individizafisre ey life, my local
grenp o Far gpenpoe MUSe keep
in mind ey dw ool that covcerns the
sptrttual Iife Rt progress will e iy
proportian tr s serrender of self-
fove gmd of his pwt will and
riferesis.’ {5p. Exz f8%) and v
eruhle the developmeni of CLE us
gt it COmmuHIry,



Qualitiers and role of (ke one in charge, ke one whe exercizes
aLRGriry

AN thes atriiudes and inclimations ore indtspensable If the Qutharity
in to be rooted in ar individug!, Whet dud 5 fgraiive 1oy abour this?
For B8 we sugpest refersne e made fo the Comstitutions, Mo, 719,
F23 725, 60 and espectally, 087, declaranion .

For o stard, 5t terativs was  IONE ISt uncover the

CONVimed eheet ot . + = .
pie. - Al i gift of each individual.

superior  to serve in Mot evervone is gifted to
autfrrity. Even for those he 3 18

comsidered  smitable, he D€ 1D 2 position of

gave  them help  and B =
comsdaion. Movreower, | fﬂﬁpﬂnﬂlhlllw, CVEN :'f
was more likely that those  they are endowed with a
whom ke censidered 1 f k tacl

volughic, he kepr  them ot of Knowiedge

apart {0 become  his

COMENIUORS, #ether than appoint them oy Gwperiers, Qe muedd
uncover the gift of each inlividuaf. Mot everyone is giffed 1o be in g
parision af responsibiticy, ever i they dre endowed with o lat of
knowledee, Fe was clear on thic ¥ou can have g person whoe i very
impelligens fur comnnt handle cuthorily, and i beier thited ac o
counselior. For an aposiollc commpaity & grow, one nesds o
At the gift of eack of its members.

Sw appiving thic to aur CLC contex!, mot all e members fuave the
gualities o fead §t is wery imperto phar CLC eamms 1o elec? and
cammizsion people whe are able aud swirhle to eercise gwhienity
ard hangle the governance of CLE as am Aposinic Bedy.

44 LISTENING TO L300 (G{HNG AND FRESENTING TQ GO

Flrally, we consicder the fourth plepe do go and present to God. Having
gine through the process of humbling aneself to be able to listen
{ompreitg |, of iupplementing one's fimftafions {asking for walp) and of
pervanal consideration {fo thigk), the permon oF perIons ETETUHIRE
authipriny present everyrhing ta Ged 1o seek (edd's confirmation. Having
ruade wse of il the meghs e would ensure sucoess in Mhe exeriee of
aurhority; he or she reeds to e b God To 222k confTirmanion of the
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docipion, R thal it i3 accepled. In the Constitutions 723, 5t lgrating
Fays the superier "must be very close io God cur Lord” amd ‘onr of the
Jamilfy© iet hix prover and aff other actions . Care must be faken o avaid
fnrming a position of verpansibiliey i one of selfsufficiency.

All CLC members
must hold firmly, as a
crucial tool, the
completion of the full

i frid of the Memerial, Camara
poiris out: 'Folher o ar s
UNEE AT ARk anshing fe Rurry.,
Fren if e Rag ke s IRl OCOUNT
@ fe furpees, withoo! referring fo
Grod”. fm the same way, it hay

EBecome o provertial St Temativs”
Saping: il is Hecessary e sleep
gegr B, @ saying he wed
Frequenily whse e wanped o g0y
that  prayers were needed  for

anything imtportan.

Spiritual Exercises,
whose aim is to
prepare and dispose

Mevertheless, tbow did he feech we? Normally, we start by going to pray.
5t fenotius suggesiz: "End with prayer, hur after faving serioksly faced
that whichk fg in frene of your', II ix I consider the focds and then fingd o
sedution but only affer tistening fa God. 1 i3 wot o monggng suthoniy
that fimits itvelf ro eppdyving efe faw (junidicall, that makes sure the Laow i
mdhered to, but an awhority thar finds a selufion by lidening (obedience),
affering in thie way am gdiermalive to o st juridical approock

GOne last pote: All CLE mentbers mutt hold frmdy, ay o cruciel ool the
complesion of the fill Spirtucel Execcives, whose aine i5 o prepare and
dispose. A person, wha has absorted the metbod of the Exercives, will be
prepared to take responsibility ro build an aposiolic body, the Aposiofic
Bady that i5 the Christien Life Community (CLC)L

At this point, it i5 worh pasitg W0 awukes one or by poiols clear 50 cthat
we 3o nod pet comfused with the langusge and wrrds used, When, widin
the CLC contexd, we speak of obedience. we arg néver referting (o the
vowr of ohedience. When we ane using the term, we are cither using it in
the sense of 31, Panl's “Obedience af Faith', or we are talking abom 2
virioe in the zense of the sttiede and dispoziGon inhereot in the limatian
understanding of obedienice, as desnbed above. Thiz has nathing o do
with the vow of obedience, which is resarved to a religious way of like. |1



do not belicve that i horts o wnderline once mwoee the radical (helonging
W the roots) lay natore of CLC amd that its chanism does not bave
anythang 1 o with rehgious life. Foo CLC, the vwow of vbedience i
neither the vertebral column nor the keroel of the aposwlc body (uch az
with the lesmis) in the way thal the call and 1he accomplishment of the
will of God according 10 ke specifie [pnaian chomsm and the une of
sonls 35, The vow of abedients is 3 means, important and central, e &
prﬂ'ﬁc medium of the charism of religous {consacraed) lile,

It iz importand, akbough i should be obvious, o make clear the
following: Iesus sent his discipkes on mission through the ambority that
I had as a messenger of Uk Father and from the urgency o pro [aim Lhe
armival of the Kingdom of God™; Paul and Bamabas sowghi the
confirmativo of the apesidic :

aufhority thar aufhentcated
the mission  they  hed

lemzalem senr Peler  and
Jown®,  tha Church in
lerisalem seol Bamdbes @
Ardoch’; the same Paul
gware thal he too was an
appstk:“ serd others oo
mission’”. In  this  way,
cherefore, mussion wis rosed
in the apostolic  wothomidy
which will give form and
chape o the early Chrstan
comrmunities.  Ahbough At
this point we are stll very
refoved Hom  the laler
erclesial  swuentes  and
specifically, from that wioch
will e abe filial obedience

s i. I7-18; Mt LS ME 3:3 Le %2 100 &
" ACK 152, 2a

= IL'I: k14
ol 0 TSN L

= Ll Gink 12108
' Acts 192122

1%



for the [aher (0 abad) (4 theww oniginally very close to spiritual
disccrmment) and from what #ill develop as the vow of obedience in
various religins Barmilies. or the peomise of obedicnce of the pricsis to
their bishop (8 key factor in the stucturing of the clercal church). [n this
way, acising from the newiess of a Church with very low depeodency on
sirucipres, e ooclesia developed as a Lliving body with only the Risen
Lord an itz bead™, During the first thres and a half cenburies, the Church
was ot strwciunsd in teo classes: the clerical and tee Ley, I is nod unol
the fourth Ccentiry that the Gran omial sign of the monasic community
emerges (arsund the figure of the Abbott). 1L is much Taler still befor s
defined 4t “consscraied Life” with itz vow of obedience 1o a suparior.
Therefors, when we, as Jay peoplz, develop our desire to respond to Lhe
call we récerve from the Church W0 serve as an apmtﬂlic pody, we should
reflect on the oniging of coclesial communides to avoid a possible
assurmption that ke “vow of chedience'™ is the one and ooly ]r.cy o e
congtrnuction of an apostolic body, preventing us fom opening new
horueons io e building of the son of body thar we all desice o becnme.

What are the charsrlenstics of an lroatan apostole body? The shared
Ignatian paradigm of clear, &ffective and practical searck, ko find and
carry ot the will of {ipd (this is common 5 5J and CLC), with i
ignatian tools of discarnment and commana! decision-raking™.

The Socierv of Jemus has jts lonla while CLC, oo the owber hand, ae
presenked wilh the chalkengs w search for ours, That will definitely never

an"-'l-l 12: 45 Col L;18; Eph 1:75

* The unw of chediencs is ool what xives rise 1o e veabity of an apoavodic body, bur
o specalie onl of the religious libe that Ras moch 10 de Seich te e possdbilivy war
d pariculac coNghegariom of feligions eoder sses in becwmiog an aposiolic hody.

o Discemment, e the ext=nl thal it searches thal “whsch is pleucing 1o Oal', 13 &
sparimield amtitude specilie 1o all Cheistan Life; bessever, il holds a ‘cenoel’ place in
Ipnetan spinneality. Yrhen we now speak of tbese Ipnatian weols a5 Bring central for
the THASE" we 40 ool limdt ourselees (o ‘discernment of the spinit’ fir which 5t
Izoativs propaoses a series of Tules in the Sp. Ex., bol we ioclude everythiog that e
specified wheo bt apolie of U peoceas of ‘clocton’, which, for the rest, comeides
syivh ch 3ame aim of tee Spiritual Exeecices defined in Mo, | of the kool ~Ta cearch
and 1 fnd ihe will of God" Sez FHR Kolvenhach, “Regarding gwp apentolic
discermmen”’. Papers and Instrwtions, +f 5 Movember 198A {Fix this we refer of te
copmplels gaperience of O Sp. Ex., as a "“whoke' that ¢iubles and dispoessa e
dizcerning subjecis")
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include the vow of ohedience which is specific and exclusive o relipious
life. Whan nwst we do theo? Where do we search? We suggeat that we
need to Fnd cur own eols fom the discemment process and the
contirmatiss of the mussion, scaching and selecting the expericnces of
mussion and commission {aiready begun wwd experienced in our apostolic
wams, in the rearganization of the Regional Co-ordinators, cac), I will
heip us 10 recover, foom the day to dey aposiolic joumey, the pactical
expressons and ways W procesd which are specific to our 3y stute and
which, afier evalating the said mission in the sense of DSSE, will
conlfi M us in ouf way.

5. Authority in CLC: a way of providing service to
the apostolic body through Mission

In face, the Nauirobi Assembly did not 1 e way leadership is
speak  of amhwoaity bu rather of -3
leadership. We believe thal a desp exercised should
reflection on the meaning of awthoaty  neither be
is nesded and wall later help ws w et :
unflecstand leadership bengr. We can  SULIOTILANAD DOT
review quickly what we samd last year, p&rﬁﬂnﬂliﬁfdi rather a
m ihe report of the Committs for ] i
CLC Spain®’ on the subjeet. leadership of service

|
THEz was 0 #ew guesion in CLC opered ot the Neirabi General
Agvewmhly, amd which CLC Spain meds s own gince the Murgoue
Narional Aspembly "M,

Aurhority in CLC has osle & meearing [5C 145, 146 and 147];

“‘An order o accomplish the mission’ ared, @F @ consegquEnce, I
facifiiue “the group discernment tn commission "

In the Nariomal Arsembly of Murguia "0 it wes affirmed:

& The way bradership is acercised should nedther be aithoritarian wor
persalised, rather q legdership of service. We hawe the fwwm

—

1) Pagery of the L0 - Spaiw Committse, September 2008, Teodom Galecke
|
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exampde wWhen we conlemplate, 0 siferdce, fenut washing the feer of
Aiz dizciples {m 10117,

* It must be bove i mming iae if this piece of the Body, the athoriry,
does Har fir naueaily ged with comviction, the Body will collapse. ..
firere will B np Body.

In CLC, we have to have Wher npe of leadership
and gurhorty @5 needed [k
teaders that are accepted ¢y rpress el as o

by the community, and . Apnasolic
who are not only

: T Nairabi  [imeed feadership

motévators or multipliers " T T e

or experts but, above afl, S E™ 5 Ignatiw
speaks kr us of peaple able
ar¢ people that are fully  and suired o help orher.

. s : . af ecwapling  irough e

living our specific apostolic Sl E¥beise b

calling in the Church  Nedonal  Ecclesiustical

Assistans, Inmoeento Martin

X1, states thot B i desirable for leadership and outhorry to be exenised

by OL members whe hove made @ Permansenr Commitmeny and, as sch,
fiave made ghe complete Sl Exercises™.

How do we ap CLC exercize aurhoritg? We are a dircerming cormmmmity.
Thriwgh DSSE, we discern, we delliwrale, and we chaore prople with

O coatmunily comiinoes b peeds leaders whe Focilitem e comMDURibEs,
prewesses of discemming, sending, supponting And evaluating o pecsopal erd
codwmunal mission. The capacides we seek in them inclsde: {.-.) spirival preoth
Hhrceagh growneding 1o the Spivitwl Exercises, (.. 1" [Finol Maitob Thcoment 03]

B Mrar Completas de 5. fgnacdie, BLALC. BG (67 Editdon, 1997} page 1700 {Letier
o |78}

M U we seek 1o become an Aposinlic Body and acd 25 one, this will oo be
prssibde wadhaw p large iopction of availatdbity ond generosity, bl slsa with |eaders
whe preler o prove femaclves on the Baso of “hedplog oibecs b grow”’ und on
evangelical service: “Here am | amongsl »pa 85 ooe whe serves” (L 7277 The
same i5 for anthooty, [0 A keader wath thees chatscienistics i lkely to e found
ammng theiat whi have bl a Permancal Commétnoend "
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SHIRGHEY fo cradda obhers tr grow, [ Aelp rhem respond, 00 G mission
Becawse of this, in CLC, we have o iave leaders that are cocepred by the
covrirrnrfiy, and wha are nat onlv medivalors or mediimliers or experts bul,
cborve Gl are people thal gre fully Ifvieg owr specific gmosredic caliing i
e Rt

Laadimg L apozinlic fullness is the Conlemplation Lo Attain Love {in all
In:ﬁle amvd serve) and which expresses itsell in 2 Penianen Commimmenc .

we speak of authooly w CLC, this lias nothing o do with che
systems of power and authority in the world™. We definitely do not Elk
of L as o posibon that one cocapiss or Uk camying ool of a sk, We dao
nal predend f0 181k or dehale on
whoy  should commission  oc
much less to alk of managing
directors. At this point, il is
cleqr that this is nat the purpose
of this preseniaton bul, rather.
1o by and se2 how an aposiobic
¥ is built op. How we can
:% r ereale this profownd
sense of apostolic missioo and
1o ral;: up aur responsibility, as
semvice icams and groups of the

:uT:muniljr n Span?

Whether we Iike it or nor,
whether we are comfortshle
with i or o - Lo help and w
ensure the means 1o grow 45 an
aporinlic  community  within
CLEC Spain 15 now  our
responsibality. Each und

* O course, we are nod talling of "super-men” o7 “swper-wiomen’, penple who “kncne
all and can o =vervihing”. et sf ones who seek help snd surowind Bemselves
wilh lrse who we= cunspeient in wlaever L coawduniby sreesls ala given e,

Lo We are not called 10 he deaders acconding b the way o L wewld, W wrd 0ok
called te follow: manuals, oo ke beaders of the joadual Mo s o 8 Quesion of Tamyng
CHEI 3 Dty O sayle i3 thar teaches s ..
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everyone of us here, o different ways und with all the hmitutions thal we
wish 1o presend, we are the audwority in CLC Spain. That™s how jt 15!

Although, pethaps. tere are sone who leel owomfortabde with being
faced wilth the guestions aok querses ised by suthority inoa lay apostolic
body, they are our questioms and queries, They wait for our attendon.
Though it may suvumid rathec harsh und countEc-cultural 1o our ume oF
individuals and individeslicy (50 mich is made of independance bt
paradoxicully not Freedom). | wanl to emphasize thal these things are
relevanit boday. Oftes, mahy of vs have asked why o mwany CLC
members peovide soch gencroys service in their daily lives (apostles),
while CLC ilsell does ool seem do held e same dove as an apostolic
COHTHTILLNEL Y.

“rh‘\f S0 mMany CLC Are o structopes flexible and

e adapied] to Tostering mission?
members provide such [ - prepared  for  an

generols service in their  esamination of our way of
+ g operating and poverning? Can
daily lives (apostles), . apostolic body Funcuion

while CLC itself doeg % feder stuctures?

not scem to hold the ¥ PRAMGES SR

i ranstooming intee an apostolic

same drive as an  pogy, pow it o)

: taar? help dhe Iocal groups thar stll

ﬂpﬂﬁtﬂhﬂ cotnmunity: exist side by side bul ws
scparatc growps which ane limdted and emclosed withun their own
penimeler? Are we, institutdonslly, prepared to work together wilh the
Socicty of lesus sharing apostolic works and experiences of misson® IF
CLC decires o proceed az a lay Ignapan Aposiobs Body. who, n
principle, arc the people most able and suitshle B exercise leadership and
authwwity, tn epable athers o grow? In the decizions made a the Woeld o
Matinul Assemblies, or by Execulive Committers or Co-ordinators - do
we recognise them as somcthing nvore akin to suggestions that sqe cnuld
chonge of aod choose to Fallow bul non seem a5 3 duly of comscigpce?
When  sumeond decides 10 make s provisional or 3 permanent
commmilment, is the decjsion made and cxpeesged along, promiing glene?
Who formally aceepis 07 Who may defer il or whe could e it dosm? I
someone decides o leave the commanity, inc luding those »ho have mede
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8 permanent commitmenl, does be o she need o ask the community 1 be
freed from it or does information af Rister Jecision saffice™

[ dare b Tmise s
quéstions in the knowledge
that they are provncitive,
with the expresz inicobon
o provoke: o peovoke
reflecuon, Mwumlly, they
are nol nwand o be
answersd here, ouw of all
A eonce! Cleardy, sonws
neted tn be answerd before
ivers! However, | helicye
than wea rannot jmicee themn
OF I our €325 away; they
are our  basimess  and
predent us with @ vaniecty of
chalknges and
COMIBE QIR Does,

We arc in a peripd of
searching for answers ol &
global level, and for now
we do not have other than
ideas and pointers. L the
ather hand, with the help
of God's gre, 1 believe
gingenely thar CLC is macore coough and has travelled far enough o pose
them clewrly and prepare the way ¢ stan responding to theor with
cectaty ard lecidity usiog Ienadian wools.

Authooty i CLC is nod jusr 3 matter of the head of 1he body. I is alza a
mutter of the heart, since it is an authority thid will ondy be & builder by
develaping the mission, €ffeetively and loyally: and as our muszion is 4
COMMY one - a3 an apostelic ody. Aotberity in CLC mest in pansolac
ook after and watcl over the commonion and union of souls,

T Bome of these qoestioma appenred in the Articke “ribbediemciz ¥ Curiseea
fppaciana ™ by A_ Luis Feanll 5, Revista C¥X-E
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The mission is, 10 many respeots, the cooerele expressicn of love. The
miszion aims b0 tansmol the lowe of God: “'rhe méssion i5 afways the
Fleration of the love of G that comes fe our meiphbour through the
porson wha has been sear™ .

The misston is lea"fﬂ There are two verses in the Gospel

. ; of 8t John that Jdiffer in juat ope
the filtration of the IR b oc 71 wrkond "

love of God that  the Father sens me, 50 am sending

o', Tn 15, we pead “As dhe

COMES O OUT  Fapher has foved me, 30 § lave o',

C Ik is clcar thal worda love and

nmghbnur thrﬂ“gh missioh are incrchangeable. s

the PErsC who has clear tha mission is a maner of love.

be : Therefore, the mizssion, a matier of

€1 SEOL b hegrt of the person (of the CLC

hearty, i a mussion of love, deriving from Love and making present this

love of God. The inission is the object of the servdce of authonty, as i

should be in the whole Church. This is even more 20 i an aposiolic body
which iz and expresses itself as one at the sarvice of the mission.

6. Governing owr common mission through
‘ditecting’, according to God.

The way to manapge an apostolic body most be focused. [hrectng our
COnUIMNL mossion in response 1o God's call is ar the same time very
diverse, scattered as well a5 3 whiversal voeation, This lay, widely spread
am] multiple acuivity shoubd ol chatruct us; it is 8 grear mekmess
endpwieg apouiolic Hfe. This is the way it is. We must approciane il as it
ig &, without doubl, God wanied if this way, The caotion i3 net 1o fall o
the tempeation te direct acconding b0 owr desine 10 gandardize.

I[f we took at the global CLC, we should value and present 1o God rhe
gposiaiic pokential the! we Raye, Daniely Frank, owr World CLC
Prasident, present wilh us, can vwouch and witness oo (his, We have the
whaolke jowmey ahend of us and in this space we need 1 proceed litde by

——r—

¥ P. VWan Breown Frarsparedssr lu gl e Dios Sai Temae 1995
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titije, goung; lorward with prudence amd wislom, wwards the development
of (o beiter service, Mow we can take some sieps in e direction of
belging to cmpower and prepare oor undersianding/structure of autherivy
iny Spain for reflection and deliberaton by:

| The Mathonal Assembly
Forum ol 1.ocal Presidents

For, here and oow, it is important (0 have your prayer and ceflection. It ia
i t to gather the fruies of all: fruil that will vuite and help w lighe
up the path we are poing to Tollow,

7. Preparing for che journey... Building on rock

In CLC, apant from the Ignatian touls, we have two sssentjal means al our
disposal,

The Spivimsal Exercises are fundameriol:™ They are the heart of all the
cells of the whole aposdolw body. The Spiniual Fxercises of 5t
lpnatius are w rine gqua wor fof CLC. Yoo cannd have a vue CLC
withoart the full experience of the Exerrises. [t is perhaps necessary
o always make sure that we explain what the Exsrcises gre und are
acd. For examgle, it 15 nol pest a question of a cebrea, a day of silence
and reflpction, or picus days of prayer und recollecton. | suggesk that
we must be able to walk chout chese without devalumg i bac alse w
say that it is one thing 1o bave e¢xperdences (mr dowbt imporiant in
terselves) of introdweton (o the full experience of a releear attuned
Lo the Eacrcises {five of €ight day rewrears) and quite unother thing tn
live the Rull experience. We have oo be clear abour this, and we ssk
the Souciety of lesus, especially the ecclesiasucal  assistants!
chaplains, that they speak plainly and conzistently w help everyone
1o dizringuish bedwesn the vadous experiences (all vahiable, no
doubd] of o reireat and the Spitinial Exercises of St Ippavus. Ir is

CLC and the: besudts ans very awan: binw the Spiritual Bxorcisss must cnrech ibew
oeammunities with an wndemiabde spicitual firce and with the gl of discemment in
poayer, b he able g respomd, ever in s Dew way, o tee quesdons that Ignatice
Propears: Wikl have | done forthe Lord ' 'Whal am | doing for de Lord? What must
Ida fix che Lowd?' Lewer of Fr Kolvenbach o CLC. 4 Movember, 2005,
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necessary o re-cnfonce that the founidations of CLC must be boild on
rock ratheer 1than o saed,

The RSSE & a key instrumens of the Christian Life Commudny as @i
eqsenvial ingmument of s communily in tassion. This apostoli:
polynomial is the weasire, the basic resource for the journey i (e
daily lives of our kacal groups. I is niod the anm of this presentation W
amplify whal DSSE maans and invalves as o it for CLC, [ will e
the main Tormation task of the Aposiole Conuission that «ill meet
the locul groups w help them go forward in their joveney and
apisaclic projecys,

We brnng everything in our prayer, offening il to te Lord 2o that He may
accompany ws on this joumey and help us o face these challenges. May
CLC be mure and more open and ready to doe His will and may it proceed
in everything with Love and in Secvice,

O bebudf of the CLC Spain Cospmittes
Awrora Comps, Vice . Prosidenr
Frantlare front Spamish s David Formese
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The Foundations of
Discern, Send,

Support and Evaluate
(DSSE)Y*

- ]

ta begin preparalions for the assembly of Najrobi 2003, In Projects

e 1 200 il offered an important reflection thay, in the emd, sgmificantly
influenced e final opions of the assembly, It was at this tme when
DSSE appeared for the st me a5 8 formula we now koow, However,
and in spite of their apparent "novelty,” the functions’ and dynamics of
these imibials were already very familiar,

In June of 2002, the ExCo invited the whole world commnunity of CLC

The objective of these lines is simply 0 investigate the cavses of this
tamiliarity, becavse as we will see, the 2ssence of the DSSE alresdy was
present in our spiritual patnoony, Our search has centered intentionally
am their appeamnce in various episades of the Sacred Scriphieres, of the
magisteriom of the Chorch, of theclogy. and of traditional lgnatian
spiritaglity (Part 1) and pur CLOC gadition {part 2). We have tnied 1w put
ogether something that will he complet: and adapted 1o sach particular
situation. In these soumces, we find references that suppot ug and provide
the seuing for, illuminale and sustain the tichoess, validity and influence
of [¥SSE.

® lnigals of the expressions Ihacem, Send, Supgort and Evuduate.

" "These are not fowr swocessive seps that should ocour in esch meeiing of
commpnity. Meither are they fowr werds ol vagse contems Uar we con abansdon in
the mame of spomaneity. They are four funcions hal compets the commundily in s
differena levels, 50 0t con be ceally an aposwlic body," Reyes, José: The Apostolic
Polynamial of e CLC, published in supplement nwo. 5% of Progreasio. December
200k,

2y



1.1 Biblica] fountdations
Scene I Owr starting poind, the sendivg

" e evenimg of the frs! day of the week, even though the disciples fod
facked the doars of the place where they were for frar of the Jews, Jesus
came @l sioed bafare shem; 'Peace by with you™ Ae mid, Wien he hag
said s Be showed them hiz Rands end the pide, Al the sight of the Lerd
the disciples refoiced, Fesws said again: 'Froce B2 Witk vou. Az the
Father s semt me, 50 afsp | send wow” Then be breathed on them and
papd: “Receive tha Holy Spirl” (In 20,19 12

In this scens of the mesumection
mported by John the evangelist, Josus
comes amid them. e bnings them
peace; he  identifics  hossli by
showing them hz wounds apd, aler
offcring tlwm peace again be w2lls
them: Az the Futher has sent me, 5o
also f rend yau ™

Intil now, the eading of dhis text
transiated ihe advech "ao” maore in the
consequential  sense,  that  Joapa
trunsfers, wansmils, and pagses on the
mission  from  the Father 10 the
disciples: Jesus Fesls sant by the
Father, amd hie wants the disciples alsa
to [zel sent by him. Bul if we approach
this passage from w more Trinarian
perspectye of God, thar 15, secing that
Codd i Commenmity, we can  alzo
understand "as" ws meferring to the way
in which that  mession was
“engendered. " The mystery of the
L incammation, 5o beawtifelly descnbed in

lhr: SpEx. .mu:l in me{:‘r}"m.r 1 infrmnz ws of the “way of proceeding” of
the Trinity "The Three Phivine Persons, contemplaling the whole of
fumpanity in s many sl dheicions, decide o pive  themselver
completety 1o wil men and wonen gnd liberale them froee all their chaing,
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et ef fove the Word was incarnated . ™™ Trinity God, God COmmuniry,
contemplating the destiny of hunanity, sends the Son w0 show the way to
salvation. ft i a communal devermeigotion for which the whole
ecmmanily s responsible; The Waed has the ficst responsibility for the
missipn. he is in himself Mission, bue the other tan persons will
acoompuny him in its whole onfolding, each ene in theic uniqueness.

Retuming  tn  the Jesus reveals to us that God
evinpatial [assape AL
Cied oen e 18 Trinity, and that God,

woomptizhed hie mission  (One and Triune, is the one
an zave it W hiz disciples, .
a4 gesiur: expressed  in who l'l-Elﬁ been present in

wojds which reproduce the E

actjin which God gives Gfe 1S w!ml': history of

o man. Jesus coofues salvation, the one who
them to the Holy Spirl™.

With this act the Church is called Abraham, Mﬂﬁﬂﬁi

bom, the union of he Sampel and David

disgiples under the puide of

the Spunk. "The muirgion of the Son cufmingfes in the sending of the
Xpiriz: He mokes il possible for Christ fo wrcend to the Fasher. Just as the
Futher thrangh the Sow comes fo man in the Spirt, thus men in e Spiri
thrpugh the Sor can row weach the Futher: the moverment of going down
Prrmits @ mavaient of going up in a circle of ity whose eternal phave is
the Tirtiry und whose temporary phase iy the Chureh

From this Tnniarien key, ¢his conmuoal vptic, all God's colts in the
Old Testament could be rereud in a new manner; Jesus reveals o 495 thit
Ciodl i5 Trinity. amd thut God, e and Trivne, is the one who bas bean
present in Uie whole history of salvation, Lhe une who called Abraharm®,

MGP o t

T ol Gen 10, Thns parallslism of Languege is nov casuat, sie it is the Bunsmission
ol the encourapemem of Tiod wher gives lile (0 inerm mamer, and it will be the Xpint
whni gives [ife do the Church (ipiriL, in the hiblical sense is alen breah). ol Yoate,
S o Ledn-Dufour. Nawier “Dictionsry of Biblica] Theology® Ed Herder.
Barochna 1975,

* Forte, Brano. "The thurch kon of the Trigity." Bd. Sigoeme, Salamancs [4997,
Payr X7

4 Abram. of.. Gen. 12
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Moses™, Samuel™ and David®'. Using thiz key of imerpretalon, we can
also recognize in thess episades the fundamenals, the foundations of the
dynamics of the DS3SE that we une defining,

Scene 2: discerning, sending ard tupporiing

T wa longer call vou Servants, becouse o derwont does mid kmowe Ris
mussler's biesiness. instead [ have catled you friends, for everpthing thl |
have leamed from mp Father, F have made town to vea. " (In 15,15)

The public Life of Jesus in & peood an which the muster tesches his
disciples. He makes known 1o them the wall of the Father and his propect
for hurnanny, Thst period amves ol ils colmination in the Faschal
Experietce; Jesus, the fachful Son of the Father nght aotil his death on
the cross, is raised from dee dead. That eesucrected lesus relums in ofder
I say poodbye to his discipdes aod w apnounce 1o then 2 oéw o, oos
that will be accompanied by the preseoce of the Spirin. The mal presencs™
al 1he Master wall be subsuwted by the presence of the Spirit thet pours
forih from the comawnity, "feius, apon retarring b the Faifuwr, remuains
present in fuman Risiory by means of the sending of the Spivin, ™"

 Muoses, sducamd hke 8 pince of Egypl had w flee because his life becane
complicebed alter be eervened in defenae ol & Hebeew who was being abused by mn
Egyplian. K was » spntane0os immpulse that dearrogesd hic sdetes ancd sent bim indo
exile. He excapead from Egyp end took relfuge in Horeb, Shepherting the bvestork of
his Cacher-in-low, he mel CGiod whe goes it In me=l Bim and in et dinlogue,
Yahweh crmmunscate: o Moses that be hax bearl the ooy of his poople, and has
decided 1o herake dvsng and insendls b seod Moscs with bat mission. In e Tace of
the difffenbies of Mosss, God says: [ will be wilh you.” The =vent that gives origin
L the mission of Masés was abready peesenl whien be had oo e, bl it is Ceal wbo
BOOVEME i inbe o Tiasion, Bel whe cupports Boses wilh whan is necessary to be able
b Ty i o Su At 03 respond 10 the dilTiculties chat this brings, (cf. Chap, 34 of
the Bk off Excowdusy,
** Sanwel, 4t the service of Eli, is called by God. He doesa't koo how io ract. He
Bell-vea il is EIl who is calling and poge willing. Afuer several umes, it is FIF whe
reqlizes that it is ¥Yahweb who i calling, This geves the mdkes of (or cur reaclisia. In
the end, Fli Pelpes 10 ierpess whe ], o coalirn in as a cald from Ghxl (o 1 Samee]
L]- of. Aumiteer mizsion of Samuel in | Samuel Ll

18amu] 16,1 I
" The real pres=rce here should be undersiond as 3 sonsible presence, percepubile b
the senses.
* Mifeud, Toay “Ethical Moed o Jpnarlan 5 pirtuality” in Progreesio supplement mo.
SH. Fape 43
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The dynasrucs of the expeoence of Christ’s ministry captivaned Ignatius
of Loynla, "fe is the Lovd, the eternaily known, the ane wher is foved and
foliowed, who by ks ‘comvocation’ plaets the Cherch in each heart
[lially confiqured by hiz Spivie, By the sume Christocemric dynamic of
e Fxereises, the relreatunt discovers in Him the cemzar of Riz e
Through the power of Ris Resyrrection, in which He  retrealont
PA¥Eciales during the Fowrth Week, He leads kim 1o the Church as be
did kiz first disciples.

lesus zaves and then calls. The apswer leads the rewreatant, tdwough the
Second, Third and Fourth wecks
o o progressive  idendification

with him, ekl a dyiog und E’—’Lf : ,rm
riging with him, & msecssary :.

corgliaon im order to be one of
hie (.1 It would no niake b
sense 1o permil the eireatant in 0
the Fourth week (o relate woan !
exclusively pre paschal Jesos. ;
Centainly  this  kind  of b g
relauonship would nol lead to l

tha Church. Jesws no longer - .

beimg visibly, It i3 necessery bo - 1 - E
Bfnd him in kis “ecolesio™ b T
riniBility and & e soore Hme

“Ig the Spirit"” Paul® warms us o

thad we canndi conlinie 9 kkow
Jesus according do the Aesh, b
in ]'Ili.‘i now state as meconciliator
and  creaior of  dhe  new
Furanary, ™

| T

' Thix idenificution is the shwalutz vahye af the Exercises. the culmination of e
while process. For ths rmasun, what should nd happen in the Exercises s do i geie
?nnging ahcen of thae idesdsfeatmn with Jasus, the foundation of the cetreaiants
new life become Chureh as the place of encouncer of tweos [desciiied with Jesus. This
cevebmen of the Chureh's Chrisiolery i revealed much more in the Secaond
Watigan Cowncil: ¢f. Far exampls, the heginning of Sscrozandem Consilium, nnd
r1 of Luneen Cémild.

= 2 Corimixiams 5,18

* Comrella Isms, ~Sensing the Church” P %5, Ed. Bensapero-Sal Temres, Collecrion
Manmsa, ua. 135, Bilban-Santander 19496,
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Thiz pressnce pesds w new tool thal permils the commumty of s
digciphkes o discover the will of o, a tool thal iz none other than
Dizcemmenl Crod-Community by means of the Spinl gyes nse o the
Church and empowers i 0o be receiver of e Mizzion of Jisus. Now the
subject of the dfscermment of the mission received will bre ihe
communily, and alf is members rogether will e responsible for i ™ I
we observe the life of the Church described io the Acts of he Apostes™,
we discover how this ol will have a permarent presence in the life of
the community. ™

Scere 3 The evaliooiion

After 1he death of Jesus, the disciples remained confused and
disappointed. This remains obvious 1o diverse epizodes of the pospels:
Te's lock especially al the disejphes of Emmaus ™

Luke tells us thar two disciples on their way t0 Emmaus wers cooversing
about everything that had happensd; they dvcsssed and they gaestioned,
They were remermbening Jesus when he lived, sharog with each onher
their information and experience; for thal resson, they asked gueestivns.
Then “Jesus aporagched amd bepar o witih

. with teme But ey were kepd  from

. We were recagmiting him” They wers kept Ffrom
hﬂpll’lg that he recognizing him. Their conversation coukd nod
have besn illuttunaliog since ition

was the one to did not fuuﬁlslw. The H.Fpﬂl.l'q.’l.IIE n&m:n?gjja.:us
set Lsrael free  eoters lofe the dymamics in order te
fraxsforsn i, He asks them abowd their con-

¥ a1 mes 8 cerain comiliet ha srizen abowt whether disccenment could be
eneroried comvunally. ls cur opinion whia debeee arises becpuse it is invomesly
crpresasd. Atheagh it is rue thal the swbiect of the vorateool discemment is dlways
the jelivicdwal, in the Chomch as Wadscan Il says in Ciabiom = Spes oo 11, the
suhpeed of apoatodic ol wenomend abubl aiways Be ciumouoml.

" There are varioua epizodes of he firss dizciphes in which 1be communiry bas to
confront the missicn giving the answers Adapte] do esch of the conorets sjbuaions.
Armmmg them, w2 can menbon the =lection of BTaithios (g0s 1,14, the =ledirm of
e svem § A 5 o Uhe Ol of Jerusabo A 15).

" The aruchke of Jos£ Reyes poblished o the CLC perodical no. &4 s very
lnabrucdive on Unese cpismdes of e First disciples.dwameoo-eonpfrevisteiedl
oY XBUNDIAL Reyrs.pil].

* Luke 24,15,
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versaion o which voe of them responds with asionishment at his
apparent ignorance about whal had happencd. Their answer raosmits 3
cerain conviction ahout the cvent and ils meaniag. It is this cetainy thal
has left them 5o saddensd. Thel remaios chvious in the history of the
eveniy thet they relate o Jesus: "W werp Ropirg Mt fe wies the one fir
sef Feresed frew... Berides aif this...™ It is the telling of the "hislonical” story
of the svents as
zzef throwgh the
ayep af men.

Bul deperdng oo
the zume cvents,
Jesus sHules
them within  the
History of
Solvanion; he Jooks
al  therm Al
milerpress them
with the eyes of
God:  "Begimting
fert with  Moses
and alf the prophets, he nterpreted for fem every passage of Sorptere
wihich referred g ften" In U Arociures, these events acquire thedr ol sense.
It is in the breaking of the bread that “their eves were opened ond they
revopnized him" Afler sas disappears, they mmember the eaperince just
bved aml they wonder "weren 't aur BerTe Burning wigkif o o8 e kel o
1t alony the rotd el explaireed the Scripiures fo ue ™ The zeal produces the
"thanlogical” reading of the Scriptures and eveniz. and the pesture of the
bredd blessed and dhaned is whal opens the "epes af their wnderstanding ™
When they are conscsous of what has happened, immediately they man Lo
share the news. They anise quickly retuming on the rad they had travelled,
ot cowcerned thar e 5 mearly evening and the dae ix almost ever,” and that
they need to 1ake refuge.

In my judgement, this beaotiful cpisode explains: what en svaluation is.
An evaluation helps us bt Iook st what we have lived dicough the eyes of
Cipd i order Lo reum with new sirength to the mischm. That leok,
neceszarily bepins with the “hirtorical™ ook, with our human 2nd imieed
cyes. But recalling the peesence of te Lood amomg us helps us w see our
E:.pFri:m.:: in amdher way, W situate il in the general and particolar
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"History of Safvation” of cach of us, of cach commumuy. To pray abow 1
and be grateful for it; 1o celebrate it in whe sharing of the hrcad, and 1o
offer it so that il can bear froil for (be mission. i spite of the difficulues
than before wen: wsuperable mipadinmuu."

1.2 Foundatons of the tradition and magisterium
of the Church

One of the mest significaon cobowributeons of the Second Yaocan Council
was, Lhe staternent on the universal dignity of 8] the faithful. ™ Acconding
10 this, eack and every Chrizstian I8 o cosparticipant of tee CRurch's
missian.” which is none other than 1o institole the universal Fratemnity
that respoods w the vocauon oF man. “The Chorch i ror sueitied By o
earthly amhition bt is interested in one thing andy -- to carry an the wark
of Chrisl under the guidance of the Helv Spinit, for ke came ime e
wiirkd tir bear withess b the Teurk, o pave and Mol 19 fudpe, 19 perve and
nat fa be served " For this “he cstablished after his death and
resurreripo, g pew brotkerly coppnynion among ol whoe recelved fimt in
fefeh ard bove; this Ix the commurion of A own Body, thus & the Chuerch,
it whicH Evervone as members cong of the oiler, wold remder mums
service in The measure of the diverse giff bestowed on coch.™

* We would have liked ¥o include the complese passape. but Tack of space mnkes it
imposaible, We enconrags pou o mead Loke 24, 13-35 anew from this perspective.

* An example of thos stabement is io Logen Centiom mi T "all are oedi ootasbirs
of s Biowdy aand et nbeers cine of anotber”

¥ Prefiaing wee chapter “OF the people of God™ with these of the hirmechy and of
s Raily in the £ourse 4f the coumncil works was 2 e “Copemicen reyviduben.” T
reszured 10 the ondulogy oof prece B0 junl primacy: i1 was given above ail e Lhe
Chuech i s eolircsy secctding o thar wheeh i commmon o all e frathbal. In whis
way the topi: of the leify remaieed pleced opponbanely in the environment of e
indal secheciolagy. whers the anit that procesds nom the Father through Christ in the
Spimii comes belore the distnction, withow amadling @ Do thal eeon, bl visilying
i in Lhe disbeclic of comuuuoniom amd sorvice. ANl e baplized ane Choncly,
pronscipants of e ficheess amd of the pesponsibdtines thar anise (oo the baphamal
conserratiom, always in e variety and minisries.” Frate, Brone "Lojcadn and
'L.ujr:,'.' Fal. Sigu-e.mu::. Salamanca 1987 po 4k,

g Clafin = spes, noe].

M Gamkum eLapes, no 32
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':ir all times the Cherch carrias the resporsibitive of reading the signs of
the timek thad Of interpreiing ihém im e Npht of the Gospel iFir is 1o carey
its task In lgnguage intelligible o every gensrigion, she should be able
Qetiwer the Fecurring guestions which men ask afout e mearing & thig
present Life ane of the life o come end bove ore i related o the pther, We
I be aware of wnd underitand the aspirations, the yeormings. angd He
?ﬂF:n dreemalic features af the workd in which we ke ™"
|
"The people of God believes thar it is Lo by the Spirit of the Lovd who fifls
the whole world, Moved by thar faich, it fries t0 dixcers in the cvents, neads
and the lompings which [
mﬂ with orkers ef sur [ ndividually or in association
iNte, wWhed moy B B .
gemuine signs of ke with others, the baptized

m r + [
of G For foih ey DEFtIEIDAte in the Church’s

2 new light on aff H-;Ehi;fi tission, according to the
matkes knerwn the full ‘ ‘

;ﬁag whick God by see  variety of the charisms and
s, thue guiding the e i e .

e L ane D n:unmtrms that the Spirit has

thai are firlly Ruran, ™ glven them

The Council challenges ws to gel involved in serobininmg the =igns of the
tiipes. The Chuvch’s reflection om dtself is especiably epporune for our
situation, As a cell of the whiversal Church, our cormmunity shoubld work
with the same fundamental parameters since such a gmall community
formed emticely of believess are called to be Church As happens o
organic calls, eaxch one of them enclosss in thew DNA e same
fu#dmmm] elemnents, the sam esmence of the body as a whole.

“The baptismal wnction and e gt which the Spirit grunats withouwt
measure demands that eack onr be comptttef fo the buildinmp of the
Church and the saivetion of the world, Trdividually or in afsocietion with
others, thy baptized participate In tke Church’s pulssion, according 1o
fhe variety of the charismy erd omiztriex fhuxd the Spirid has gived ke,
All this reguirer u consinucns diglogee within the commumine, which
erdiries foch to be valued acvording fo the gifts fe or she has received,

¥ i gt 5pes. no. 4
& Craudinten el es, e 4
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with the certeiany i an aurkensic chariss comes freme the wiigue Spint
eemgd [HUt st bring abotr priny. Nobody fa the Church possesses all the
richress of the Spivit; each pericipaies il Mm according fo e diversity
af e minifner and charismy @l thersfore must ently recogrize the
need for the others, The charism of kiowing that one it pard of the whole
is imdlspengable 0 thar edef one, accerding o felr own gift muy
vonperzle in the growth of the bocty of Cheise™"

The Church is the  pa vi stwied wis again in
* Evaggelii Mumsiandi when he
Depository of the _Gund e 1 Vel e el
News to be proclaimed.  accept the Goad News through

] the power of Uy aocéplamne
Having been sent and 0 or shored fuish, therefore

evangelized, the Church #aher weether b the name of

Jesus im order 1w seck dhe

herself sends out  Kingdom mpether, ::if s

. and live Y. Thew P @

Evﬂngﬂuﬂm CombruRity wiick s i lEE P

eveagelizing, The cowmmand re

the Twelie fo go o amd procieim the Good New 15 alzo valid for all
Christians theugh in a different way™."

Later on, wn s same dooument, Paul Y1 points ot a syothesas on the dentity

and mission of b Chunch e we fred capeciully inkenesing (0 our smady.

*  The Church is bote of the svangelizing activily of fesus and the
Fweioe.

»  Having heen borm consequenils out of being seny, tee Churck in fer
Frorm B penn by ferus,

»  The Church Iy an evangelizér Bul she baging by being evangelized
herself | She needs io listen unceasingly fo whart rhe must belisve, fo
her reasong for hoping, Ie the rew commandment of fove

*  The Church is the Deposivery of the Gord News (o be prociaimed,

v  Having Been s gnd ewsmgelized, the Chuerch herself tends opt
svangeiizers

" Forte, Brune, “Laicado and Lasy™ p. 80 Ed. Sigueme. Salamanca 1987
2 gl ¥, Apagiolic Exborativn Evangelii Numimdi, ne. 13, 1975
* Ihicl. Mo, 15, 1975

15



The gffort shoald more in o cleer direction whick imtegrates (e fuith
that we profess with our doily Gfa. "The Connct! exhors Chaisians, os
cirtzens of bork ciies. to perform their duties faithiully in the Xpirit of the
G-T'pd. ft in @ mistake to think that Bacause we htve Herd no Rining city
bt seek the cliy which i above, we are ertivted to shirk our casthiy
responsibilities. This Is fa forget that by our foith wit cre bopnd ail the
mare fo fulfil these resporsibifitles aocording to e vocaiian of sach ene.
Bur it f2 no less migaken fo punk thal we mudy immerse oufselves an
eetrtltly activitles as if these latter were utterly foreion fo religion and
relfgion wag wething more that the fulTliment of aciy of worship and the
elrervence of o few moral obligatians. Eae of Yee gravest errors of our
Ve 15 the decholoniy betwaen the [mith whick many profess and the
procrice of their doify fives. {_} Ler there then be a such pemicious
apgasinon bemeen prafestional amd socil aoindry on e one hand ard
rellgiout tife on the ather.t™

The ethical Lfe** of
the Christian begins
widh the humble but
confdent prayer:
“Show me Lard, your
, guide me on the
right parh," because
Jor the Chrisnien,
I!H CANSISE N The V
search for the foce
of Gad in our daly
exisheace. OUmly then
will the borzan of
ethics recover 4
decisive  importance
in action and v thought. as a joyvfal answer o the divine call, a5 a pesture
of frecdom in love, a5 a simple cxpression of charty ™

™ Duudiuo &1 spes, no. 43

“UWr refer here 1o Brhics as deacabed by Tooy Milssl i the menbomsd antcls,
hifeud, Toay O.C. p 33

** We rhvigualy see the foundations of lgnatian spirituality in the DSSE, b it is il
inleresiimg, 5 prind t=m oul., il least schematicslly,
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1.3 Foundations from tradition and Ignatian
spirituality.”

The firsl experiences

Undvubtedly  the most sigmificant festure of Ignavan spinwality s
Discarmment. This topic s thoroeghly developed in the bibliography and
we won't seck to iosist on il here. But from this stage of the DSSE, we
will ¢onsider tesically the suhject of apostolic discernmem. The
experience of the Delibemation of the first lFathers is without a douln a
fundamental source of Discemment o comrmon, ™

i s As Jé&sus Corella likes [0 poant out,
For the Christian, poc 10 them fto The mules of

life consists in the el discemment of the SpFxf

we kmow thar for Ipnetus,  the

search for the face of  probiem of the discernment goes

. . through the Church. It is never a

God in our daily oy .

exXistence fem a private maiter. If discernment

wor only fuls, it would always hold

the doors apen iz INurdnism and to subjeciivisme The personal elemens is

tnfisprensalle, bor & shoreld be Bofiseced with a soctal compererns of
discernment in the communiny of the € harch. "™

*! The seal of The Fremizes, thal come In e an iljr_j:l’.l'., '|;rri1."i'|gg-u:l aned consdimenl
part of the paperiene and ol dhe mugisterial pelapoyy of Tgnatius, is il of the
pefsumal crperedce of e Blpnm guoded aow] inspoed by God. Ao cxpenience
subpesbed Lo & continwoms descerancdt, thal = comequedly and siagly convemed,
A Mmeams. A dext. o order bo belp oabers 0 expirience in o gimilar wey, although
nriginal and persgnal, :u;l.up u:pm'ienn: of discermment sind of amencrmmber writh the
will off Giad.” Picn, Fatericn: "Paul add Ixicases, Widksses and eacheos of Spiiual
diccermntcar” Sal Teorse, Sanander 2004
¥ Also the materials of Ihe Third Eveounber of the FPermanent Commitmem of
L21.0F which devoted cpecial attenticn In the Deliberation of |55, in which the firs)
oompandind decice 0 Toshmy the: Soce b ool Jesion Liketviae, 1he rmading ol the bok o
Tzan Clewde Cthothel. Diseerm Topede:, Sal Torees o rocwutdmdesd 1L s & slmople
b0k b0 icad in which there ore coough keys of analysic of be process which o
el y aymlicable Lo o cemlily.

Corelln, Jesus "Senmiog the Cherch,” Fnge. 07, Memsajero-5al Temme. blanesy

collecbga. W™ 15
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Thes feature of apostolic compandonship is certainly a constiiut ve element
of Ignanan spirtuality. "The ifirerery characerisic of fgma‘em and fiz

comganions, far ey
the Exercises, bed theme o
Yoo @ body® at rhe
service of che mifiomn
Church.” (.07 I this is
=0,
cqmpanionship is pam of
[ppadan spinnuality; o
mow  its Fendanpeenial
{=atures ould be
carential for ws, taking
care to Jefine the leading
role of the communily 1o

process of the DRSE,

[gmatins companionship?

then aposbalic

i5 the bagis of

In first piace, there is the perception of a commes way of "feeling
the spiritual life, based o the view of the "descent of lowe" from
the divier Persons t0 the heart af the creatures. This vision of
thitgs is in accoend with the mystery of the Incarmation and imvites our
cHmpanioms W consiler Chnst as & companioo on their jourey tere
where they ame sent o ¢onunue  their  nussion. Thel same
conzideration will imgel Lhemo o crcate some instihuional stwclues
w "form g beely," bul 8 body espesially linked @ (ke visible Charch
of Chrisk, just a5 they will make an effcry, in the midst of the world,
vy see gnd seck Gond "in alf the things.”

It in a project of common Hfe that embodies in 5 concrels
Existynce what they Rave perceived in contemplanion. This project
wix conceived and specified during semerous defiberarions.
Tndezd, all communities are oThdivated 10 prepare a poopect that iz
expressed, for example in the case of religions Instituees, in 2 Rule of
life and it some Consttutoos. In the case of lay associutions in a
"foundationel ter,” and in s0me, Siatutes, ete. The proped of life of

" Dhothel, Jean Claude “The Ignatian Spiniruality. Keys of Referenec” Sal Teue.
Thin drcomene is avaubdle im [weew: s s bt veducdionidomumen sipedapogy_ap.dect
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the companions of Tgnative is sumomarized in two expressions:
followiag Christ as closely as passible in 4 poor and humble Lile, &
life similar to that of Jesus in scoordance with the condiaous of life
of cach one, In the sacond place, 10 "Aeip souls," that is, 1n Blso shure
the mission of Chnse, after each has felt called (0 it according o their

prsgibilides.
" . - T M ﬂl-ﬂ" ﬂll F‘lqﬂ |
Following Christ as ,-_fmﬂ;; poarely” Ram
. : eripin we refer o & the
closely as pﬂﬁﬂlk.llﬁ ina s g sy
poor and humble life and make an  a! of
s coEmmilmens after o frind
'sharc the mission of period. Afuer this,
Christ, after cach has felt f"“’"’“"ﬂﬂ: Pm‘;"j’,
ki i ﬁ‘qirﬂfﬂ OF are ack o
called to it according to delivery of our ves. "Take,

I Lord, and receive all my

their possibilities Ebiy® I Vi e
prosouiced before other meembers of the growp who recetre the
person that is foindng them. ' Countl vn you ax Yow can cOWt oK ms,
We gre Hiked topether in the Lord,™

Some will ask: amd friendship? Friendship like everything else Is
gratuitons, ai exéra. iz not 8 poodiy because these people have nat met
for sensitive, cultural or any oiker bype of alfioury, They have nef chosen
sack oiler, bui ratker all fave deen chosen. This comes anly much lates,
afler not o few dJiscussions i which they showed the logical
disagrecments betwesn people who are o dificrent because of age,
natiooality and character. lgmatius will talk aboom them as Sfricnds in the
Lord” But on this foundation fendships among thern will become
simg, demanding and wani, and thers will be in it a place for fondness.
Phyzical esngennnt ool be able (o ek those bonds of love, as
betlers of Francis Xavier bear witess. Friendship won't be shown by
means of remtimenial pushing, but by e morual exchaage of the word
and service, ft will be ¢ mwtnal help to better discern togesher wheat
urdertaking i ruitabie “for the plory of God and Felp of sowls.”
Companions fave md begn pothered to remain together, profeciing ope
arather far jp arder to be sent "to olf the pares of the wortd. ™
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Apostolic Polynomial versus [gnatian Pedagogical
Paradigm

In 1'"3, the Internetional Council of Educaden of the Society of Jesus
published the document "[emation Fedagogy. A pracical approack”™ as
the Fruit of the work of an intcmational teamn made vy of Jesuits and laily
in the educatinnal woeld linksd to the sociery, Thes magnificent docwmeni

WP 1IN a new |anguage the esseminl keys of the edocatonal
T i ol the woiety alonp their extengive pedagogical madition,

The lgnatsn Pedapopicn]l Paradigm (1LP.F.), Experience, Reflection,
Aditan, is bomm s an apﬁmmm of the dyaamics of ke Sp.Ex_ the
process teaching-fearning .~ The oiad Expenence, Reflection, Acton,
which emnate from the dynamacs of the Exercises in their application w
by, demand o be completed by two e clements, whose chjectve is
to situate s dymamic appropoaiely: it musy stanl By siluating the
Cuyniext, because we Live in 8 reality that is coocnete and specific for each
. Tt should be completed by the Evaluation, thar perruls us to bring
k the dyneruzm of the parwdign in 3 contioueus and recumen wu
refoce, the LP.P. consists of five steps, all indispenzable: Coar

Experience, Reflection, Aciion, Evalvation™

I we put the too processes in paralbel, we see the comespomdences:
Coneext, Experience, Refletion, {DISCEBRN), Action [(SEND and
SUFFORT), Evaluaion (EVALUATE) In owr judgecend, both
formulations reflect the same process and explain one  andofher.
Discernmen stas with the context, dmaws from cxperience aod passes
theewagh reflecuon {and prayer), Acuon becomds cocrite in the sending
and in the responsible amd shared soppon, and Evaluation gathers O
lived expericnce amd luunches ps from the sturting point, becans: what

2 g N* 33 sod following of the Documem “Tpmerian Pedagogy A Practical
h"l

1 For the lgnanan pmcess the Icarmation 19 & key elkement. For ths reasom, we

undersand perfecty thar e dynamics of the JPE stan by placing ong’s fetr on the

carslL

 Ibid wm, 1254

™ol Josd Reyes, Ch0
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bas been lived is already an eapenesec that will feed Future
discernmens,

Procedures for petsonal work and for dialogue

What do you find inmovetive

What do Pou fimd maore siimuisting ?

Wiar mokes vou s apprelengiveF

What examples of thiv do we see 8 gur CLC and where do you
believe that we should move Jorward?

Whal perzonal morions does this bring abow! in you? ...

E D b =

&

Frdra J. Holames Armas,
Apnaolic commtsion o OLC &
Tramslared from Spanice try Therdse Cademaroet

" The Apsstolle Comnissien of CEC fiemed of Josd Marin Riers. 0CLC-La Yinya,
Burceima), Alloass Salgedn, (DLC-Sxlarmanca), Silvia VillaTha (CLC- Sevilbe) and
F'eadre Belafoes $7LC - Grand Cacaryh in conmessiion with 1he Execurive Commdbies of
CLC-E. Thix commissaml 3605 in ansser in the recinddetdaions of Gue fxsemaly
of Myrguia ax & way of helping mose Rarwamd ibe aposioliz Life of CEC amb i
mermbers

dad



Amthrapology and
Christology in the General
Principles

Introduction

5 oo other vccastons, | am whlng this arlicle fom a title that has

been given oo me, and that | peed 10 interpmed 10 order to devalop

it and provide comien wath meaning for these who wish 1o tackle
Lhe text of the GPs of CLC.

| propose 1o wean e subject in 3 parts:

I* part: The Text

In this part T will oy to present the actual eal which intergsis us. its
conesl, i worth and its actual scope. 1 will endeavour In describe iLas a
ponstituent  texl, written thoough expecemce lived by a  wniversal
Commumiy,

2 part: Amthropolagy

fHere] [ will oy w0 ioroduce the socio-cultueal and relagonal assumptions
of the texn. bodh impligit and cxplicit. 1 will oy also w refled on the
human problems — oo the perzomal and cometunal level — refermed o o
SUME Ry imthe text.

™ part: Chrisiology
Funally. I will present the Christ of the Ceneral Principles, the Ooe found
in the eal aml s sowrces, the Ome who cells the Christian Iile

Community together.
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For other eszsions, following the schema of this three vears’ course, there
remnains the themes of BEcclesiology and Ethics, alihough some meformoces
tn thess opics may be unavaadable duning this prescniation.

1" Part: The Text

When we come face oo face with a lundamental wx, it is o grest help io
ansywer sone preliminary guestions. This i what 1 will oy w do o twe
nexl paragraphs.

A lirit series of questions mdgh be! whoe i the author of the ext? Whom
is it wrinen for, and with what intention” When and in what context was
il written? In which language” These questions send us back to an historic
and Fraitful process, hived by a eal Community.

The ourkor

S0 Tar as the actual
kal 15 comoemed,
the one we have
oar fokders, we can
say  without  any
et tha the Wiorkd
{ hristian Life
Comnmby ™ is the
arthor, Thet is, i
GaRCETS a
collective st
there  are oy
s, memy soripts,
[TATY cubwed,
Ry chunches and spaqal communities influencing the same text The athor
is 3 Chrstian, ecclesial, praying, disceming canumuety. .o which the action
of the Holy Spiit™” i3 present, withun a shuckrw of douhd, & well & the
guidance of the Mother and Mustress Church, te Penple of God™. I is
obvicus that for the sucoessive versions, thewe was an ebilnnal commitiee, amd

™ GPI: “we, members of the Christian Life Commurmly, have composed thess
Cheeral Principhes.. "
TGP . abrough dhe influencs of the Holy Spice...'. GPZ: *.. This Law, whlch the
irin ansculecs L0 oAl Jutaetts
GEZ: .. with the eotire People of Ced aod all thees of geod el .0

b




ol the end, one person who collared the comributions and pot fopether the
definitive tex1, Bug, i this (ype of consfoen gL, 31 15 no drpocant b dentify
these malividuals. In the end, te suthor s the Commaonicy,

Reacipienis and intentions

The cssenual intention of the Comenundly is sel ol at the beginning in 4
very mansparent and exphicit manner- “we hive compored these General
Prirteiples to atd us in making owr owa the options of Sfesus Chrise umd
rzking pars throwgh Him, with Hie gnd in Him in this loving inisiative
which expresses Gl's promise of faithfuinesy forever,” (GP 17, That is,
the texi has a pwpose that is chicfly aposwlic. By saying “to aid vs'
indicates that the destination is the Commmunity iself and i1z meinbers,

Towatds the end, anather impoftant mienton is expresssd: “The Generof
Frinciples cxpress the fircdlamenial identity amd chanism of the Chriotan Life
Commmunity ard theesfore s covemant with the Cherch' (GP 160, By ths
phyase, hot also by the entire text, the andience becomes the wholez Church.

we can say that the wx s The General Principles

wollen from a clear awaneness

of heing an ancient wudition in  €xpress the fundamental

constant renewal and conlimious 4o ny ity and charism of
wih in 2 dynandc pricess, as e r

wall as being in never ending  the Christian Life

rebinth among new Demobers. S0 - 5
it s dimected at new and older (.ﬂmmumtv and

gencralinng, At .I-E-ildl:l':'i wnd ll’lt’:l‘ﬁfﬂ[‘f ":5 covenant
members who wish 6o deepen

iheir voeation and putnumes and  With che Chuorch

mcanings i the pritess they are

espenencing. It ic nlso aimed ar those in the Chorch, who ane sezking a
way of formalion and growth in the Spinit, by poiling at their disposel g
planncd texi. Beyond the frontices of the Church, it is “s covenent with
Goul, with the Church and with all pecple™

It 8 not & question of a et inteaded W be read fiom stan o findsh, but of
2 lexd writken 0 be read om several oocasinns, i various cuoumsiances, in
smiall bites, with dilfering inientions, levels of maturity and formarion™.

™ Furmword (0 the Supplemen M. 36 10 Pregressio, Tangary, 191
¥ See the Apnes 10 Supplemen N 36 *Help fir reaging the Gettal Prioomles.”
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The Perind

As far the period in wich Oie 1ext we are koking at was woiltén, 1 Was
appraved by the Ceneral Assembly in 1990, aller 4 prepacanary procoss
thar began in I9KZ, as a result of the General Assembly in Providenoe"',
Bul we st nol say than the text was writken in 1990, In facr, this yesr
[H07] we hawe heen called w0 celebrate 40 years of the Ceneral
Pomcapdes, which sends ws hack to 1967 and not 1o 1990 Mopeover, the
1967 text was practically ready in 1964, S0, we can say that the penad
when the GFs wers written is thal of Vatican I — the pre Council, the
Council (text of 1967 and dhe post-Couneil (revision of 1990

Wi mwcd alsn cmphasias that there weme cardier inpats, Brom a procers begun in
1953 wath the creation of the Wiorld Federation of Manun Congrepatons At that
urre. which had beep, inils wm, 2 moker m 2 dedicarend process of rencwal
inftisdex] by e Faber General of de Jomg in 19260 Sull mons, the wxt
acknowledges heing m haomony wnd rmownagon both with e centry-oid
tradivon and coudmeery Tike snce 15407 and with the impovant eats of the
Church hierarchy.*' We cun say then than the [exy comains very old exqrmessions
unel phwases, froem the st 'Commeon Rudes” and their succesaive modificarions.
as well as oihers commg fom the mesbess years of Vatican I, and ssill others
contnibuted dunng the fice process of revision in 19900 n other wands, the ex1
wi herve weday has been composed over cedfumes, nd an exegesic may idemtify,
sometimes exaly, the chronodegical origin of some pamgraphs or sxprssions,
We will retvot o0 s Tater on when we discuss sources and vonteal,

The Lanpaope
Iy what comearns the language, the riginal kext of 1967 was i French,
while the original in 1940 was in English. This is important il we wish o

' n 1982 the Clesecad Assembly becams 'one World Commmuminy”, gring heyond the
Tedetanve sorucaure which charamenized il vnil tben. This pave b, anog otber
TEAIEVS. D & CINTIMLSSRHn ¢nTusied with the reviskon aof the fusdansoial X, slaning
from this new optimn. but alse from the ble of e Church, the development of
Theology and the experieoce of o CLC. The corunission, chemed by Father
Michnlus Rieman {L05 4], woeked conbinueasly undl 1390,

03179 we gae our ovigin in those grovps of kay people thit develuperl sfier 130 0
dalleremn pans of the world trpugh the inilislive of S lnatus Doyols and his
EOTARALIONE,

" Decree of Papal Appeaval! 'In apprecistion of 2 venerable associastion eneoed by
the Hull fAmetipornn: el of His Holiness Cireguory XIOE (5 December |584)
suasined aod encowagsd sulmeygeentdy By someieus  podificel docements,
pacticulady by the Apestolic Coadilutiog Sis Suscwl {1848,
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unberiand particular shades of mesniog und cultural changes, but alsa for
is bepal effea™. Bue owe owst also meoeober th the e papers
circulating during the vears of reparaton wahe Writien in many laomapes,
the sugpesed coreections were received in differenl ways, and atteraards
the prepurabory texts circulsted io the thres official languapes: Enplish,
French and Spanish. That is why the English original {1990) is not a pare
o perfect English, it is an ioternationa] Engbsh, the most accessible
language for an internatinnal Community, the author of the texi Labin was
mussed by some older individuals, but that wis no lonper possible, 1 wall
eetaern a this when Dimention partics] ar andopodogical deme:.

Fhx Sowrces
Wo have already swid that the st of 19 thal we have now has been
developed frotn poeviolis seccessive lexis, Thess earlier documenis
represent the priocipal written sowrce of the actual wexe the frs
“Cymmen Rules', 1he Roles of [9L0 the GFs of 1967, There are other
ob¥ious  souECcEs:
the Sacred
Schiptores, the
Docwmens of e
Church, th.
Dovuments of the
CLC, and the Toxt
of the Spimitl
Exercises of Saint
s, AMOHE
the documents af
the Church, the
Nigewrnemis of the sezomd Vatican Council, the declarabions of the
Higzrchy on the CLC and the new Ciode of Canon Law (1YE]) assume 2
special importanse, Amaog the CLC docunenis, the historcal soounts,
the roports ar the conclusions of (he different General Assemblics, the
educational teats or those refemng o the peocess are the most esseatial.
These writien sonrees may be identfed in the e=xe of the GPFs, bul it bs oo
d gueston of Uk exact words, Although we are discossing a toxt both
nspraticned and constusenl, i does ool Conlain cuEEDnE 07 feonHes.

* The Docree of Papal Approval "APPROVES ils "Gensrni Principles” presented in
their original foem i the text in English} and deposited in the Archaves off Uus
Thenmieny.’
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It iz impontant 10 add Wat mdependently of these wrilken sources, e
poncipal ongin of the text i the cxperienss of the Commuoity, The
underlving guestion durthg tee General Asvernbly of 199 was always the
olluwiang: “fioes tkis text reflect aur fived experiency gndier our desire Lo
grow.,. 7 An exercize that we repeated sevecal times in the Caomemininy
reading groups”, strectured around the selection of a short poece of U
proposed text, thal a delegate read aloud W the group and deen stated
something dong these lines: *f bring thiy texd o fHe growg Becaase i
spreaks o me of on paprerience (or a desire} of our Compriuniny. "

The Marian Comtext snd ivruvation
We koow that the Madan

Congregations constituted  Congregations  were  an

i actve movemend in Burupe,
a privileged form of vy . gttt ol

Catholic Action as the life of the Church and even

an imporiant presence during
reason that they need not  (he turbulent social events of

: the XX" century. Even so,
be reconverted to thart SRR ot model-or: T

model, but persevere in  prople in the Charch Tor
5 3 - LA drs ; that of
fidelity to their source: “Cohofis dotion' deermed to

the Spiritual Exercises of b a gwping of local
ansnCialinns comsiiiniing an

Saint Ignatius  exension' of the Church

huerirchy, who contolled

and exercised mission aml liscernment. Some individuals in the Chunzh
questivned the very exisience of other associations, like the Marian
Congreganioms. which oughi 10 bécome associaled with Catholie Acion
under the clise supervision of the Hierarchy and the Iocal hishops, Pope
Pius XIL resolved ihe siination, (hanks 1o his Apostobc Consbbution Bis
Saecwlari (1948), by Daltg amply thal the Marian Congregations
wonsinted & privileged tormm of Catholic Action as the reason thal they
need Dol be reconvenied 6o that weedel, bul perscvere in Gdelity to their
source: the Spirinual Exercives of Sainl Ignadus. Thiz led w0 he deepening
of the imternutional dimension of the Associauom, culcunatng in the high
point of the formation of the World Federation of Marisn Congregations
i 1953, I wus in this Federation that we began o live an inponiad 1y
participation, ho longer 3s 'recéivers’ of “exteasions’ bul as protagonisis
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in pomenoion and church missioo. 1L was a maner of the pre-conciliar
winds which reguired, avong other things. an adult laity. In this conlexi,
the Comumunity began o prepare s “CGeneral Priacipfes’. desuned 1o
mpace the Common Rules, which e Manan Congregations had
‘reqejved” fiom the Faiher Cieneral of the Sowiely of Jesus, The tear of
LT was  he fust c2m
written and approved by Ihe
Community, amd afterwands
submined  for ecelesial
appeoval. This approval was
oblined “ad-ciperiemenium'
in 17 and definitively in
I%71. Than is the neason we
ar¢ celebrating 40 years ol
the GPs wodaw, 0 releremes
tn  the poocess which
concided wich  Vatican 11,
and comstituted a3 kbnd of
new  foundaues, including
the change of name and the
renewed idey of the CLC as
A |4y asanciaton.

Thi foray Ferition
The process lavached after the GFs of 1967 has been int=nse and fruaful.
The Community sssembled arund the GPs bas consideced the great
thenws 0 successon, liaking therm 10 experience, finding (he besd mewns,
facing the difficulties. On the other hand, swaety amd the Chuech
continued to evolve 0 4 chythm much fascer than we have heen used to.
Council eominoed untl the promulgauch of e revised Coda of
Capon Law (1983, which, for many people, ended the conciliar process,
at heast formally, in the sense that it tried o integrate Council leachings
intp the organic structure of the Church. With thes background, the CT.C
began 1o fezl whe need to bring up to date our toundational text, Anally
u;ntng in the revised wxe of 199, It was o developnent of the preceding
fcrk, 50 wan 0ot & new text or 8 Lype of re-foundauod, 35 wis the case with
the 1967 texr. The preat dwerses of 1his text are the same a5 those of the
peoceding one. The changes uffect the erophases, dwe siyle, the nuaeos,
the expression of the poocess. In opder to understand these changes and
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their ofiging, | refer you w “Melp for reading the Gensral Prncidler',
publizhed with the acoual iext by the CLC™,

Seruciurre ond Comtend

The actual weal s divided into two long sections: General Principles aod
General Momms, The [rst secnon @5 composed to last, and any
reedification regquires ot unly the appoeal 0f the General Assernbly, bu
alst that of the Holy See. The scond section, on the other hamd, is morpe
linked 1w praciice and form, and may be modified more often, nesding

only the spproval of the Geperal Assembly,

Without a deep
understanding of the
Preamble, it is very
difficult to understand
afl that folfows, and
could even lead to
pedagogical or
theological errors

The fimst section, that is the General
Principles snelly  speaking,
comgrises |7 numbers, orgenised in
& Preamble (1 0 3) and (hree parts:
Chr Charism {4 1o ¥, Life awd
Orpanization [of te Commnitcy]
{10 i 15), Acoepance of Genecal
Priviples (16w 17, The Freamble
alrendy contins the great themes,
and its te paragraphs define the
spirit sod the style of the text,
sipemgly TeComumsncked lor
medilation and prayer, Wilhiut a

thtep ondersianding of the Preambile, if is very difficult 1o understand all that
fnllows, and could even lead 1o pedagogical or theological errors. The First
Part 15 also mwh in spirituel aod deological content, wsefr] by pruyer and
gtudy, and is indispensable in W inlegrity for understandimg the identity of
the TLC a5 an assoxautien of the faithiul as moch as @ wocanion and way of
life, The Secumd Pan provides a bridge beiween the vocation-skeatity domsin
udl the kegalwganisational one, The Thind Part sime 10 preserve among the
£LC a true sehse of belongmg o the Charch.

The second sectindn cotfans 49 norme organised in 3 chapters, siular to te
three pans of the Tfs: [ Membership, T Wy of Life, 1] Life and Curvwemmend
of the Commumiry. These “Generl Norms' wee an inegral pan of the w@xi, and
can ony be winderacod in relation ko e first sspion. Bt they have renoned
more fleaible. as plonned, i plcs them dways m conmest with ik,

™ Supplemend M. 36, w0 Progiesio, tanuary 1991, Pp 25 .
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eapencnce, ix diffieuliies, new challenpes and opporunitics. The GMs have a
pedagogic aspect, und mast be ead in that way.

2" Prart; Anthropology

The GPs are permeated with proposals and rellectons, both human andd
cubutal. becawse they uriginate from a real inerculiirl commumity that
bas chosen opions which ane o abways easy. This is seen in the tensions
and difficulties of the process guiding wa, and pee=ent in 3 way in the exl
itself. Moce to come on s of thess themes.

A universal fellowsfip

The GPs nepresent a proposal that aims 6o surpass individualism and baild
a comeewn plan. They helieve i the possibility end worth of the
Community, al every level, night up 12 & wniversaf, world Community.
They aspire 10 surpass individualism or namew visions, encouraging a
codperative mindset and action, support Tor @ projech Lt trancoends Gme,
space and feven] individual lemiders, alihoupgh valuing them frr e verything
thal they represenl This is a texd wricken by and for an international
Commaunity, which is. a5 a consequence, expased 1o the difficolties and
Opporunilies pertaining to geographic distances, to politcal fronters, to
coliwral diversity, o muluplicity of languages, &0 20Cio-political and
eeonoruc differences, 1o 2 variety of ethnicites aml savonatities, =lo_ .

By taking on this international amd muluculiucal aspect, we offier the GPs
a% & tear that calls on all dhis, diversity and succeeds 1o beiug vatified with
en almsist poAnimous consensus wlen it wis approved, and unanimoss n
the subsequent stiges. Among all the possible models for an inkenatiooal
lite, the {iFs are defined &5 'a unigue world communiey ai the service of a
wpigue wodd”. That 15, they do oot taks on a federative model, where
eacl Froup pHns & superior structure for convenience, bun op for 2 model
thal emphasises the steadfast and  unconditkmil membership  of
individuals i a universal Cornmunily, that contemplates a workd made up
of all men and women and needs all of os [GF 15 We are comritied Looa
wocation and massicn that we shure, that iz, we are nod linked by a simple
wolimtary affiliation or by legal des, bot by an authente fellowship tha
fiows From the fact that we know we are all companions on 3 journey Lhal
provides the mewns and process o Follow a uniqee common purpose,
Sudh a desire for universal followship, language, sBured means bawe
shorwn (he ahility 1o adapr o the diversiy of the internatinnal life, and all
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engender 8 way of being in dee workd thal bujlds we as commuaniry,
bevomd special interesis and without exempiing us rom pecessary local

participation.

Personal Frocess and Communal experiene

The anviery persids o]l that we may ohsmuct others by keeping he

discuegion too overwhelmingly plobal or vaiversal. Such a danger is real if
wie buikd the

: =l
N e S PR conunenity solely on a
" B legal-organisaticonl
. basiz, and col on A

vicational one.  The
GPs mvie s 0 a
dynamic of concontric
circles. ax much at the
educalional  pmoess
level as  thar  of
membetship. AR we
despen our process of
discovery of our vocution and persnal commitmen:, we broaden our vision
and gense of fellowship and membership. The penods of induation,
exploration and initel formation ar? wsally inked 2 3 membership more
linubed 4o whit i3 local or eloss by, The steadfast and manure vocation, thit
i5, the commitment 1o & way of life and massion. is vsually aca-aied wath
& sense of belonging 10 & universal community. By thest acls, the members
of e Wocld Universal Conununiky 4c1 as individusals, but they can ooly
reach this gaal by wuy of bocal commuoes. (cf, OGP 7,0N 1, 11

Tt gntinn au:d regregoiton

Qur conteniporary secictics, especially im Latin America, have developed
more and more lowards segreganion and exclysion, associgled with
differences, socioeconomic, cultuml, even ethooe, o of than kind, Ther:
is also a endency to underling specific ditferences, with fine distinctions.
in order be construcl waulertight compartments, sometimes  wathow
communication and  incloding even amagonism Aware of these
temdecnees, the eat of dve GPs sancs cxplicidy that it is addressed to 'reen
and women, adults and wowh, of all socizl corditions' (GF 4), The GI's
o el wigh &0 excleds, bul 1o proposs a road 10 un eocomous and divecse
public, i accordance. with ag, culidre and acher specific charscterisiics.
The invitation is otfered to teke ot sccounl te danper of descinbing
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ourselves in tems so refined thut we will end by being very exclosive and
excloding. This is why, ‘the National Commwnites must develop
loomution progranutes, diversified if necessary for various groopings of
members, wivd the vanows excepbonal cormumstances which may anse for
individuel members” {GN §), From this viewpnind, it is helpful w rewd
abwo the GMs T, K, 1, 11 and 12.

Membership ond cowrzifrent
Do we link up
or get? bnois a
question  thal
T S
and  women
odiy. Sudinfes-
cents do
know il dleey
wangl to be
e ar
i, couples, do
mt know al
ey wanl o
mufry of owl,
relaonships halfway between teod w lose imponance, cilizens do not
decide w wole, ek, The guestion conwing posilive and pegalive aspects.
n one side, ther is the ressonabbe rjecton of dubonats responses and
shallow forms of bonding, which can kill mor spontaneous and creative
fife, There is alsn experience snd feeling, nd less reasonable, in this sense
that (ormal bands do not guarantes success in the process: mantapge does
nat guarantee love, and may come 1o hude selfish relalionships. On the
oller hand, love may be more intense wnd remain s Sdloat formal
bogds. Om the other side. an inferior idea of liberty with more Begative

otgtions sometimes appears, incleding neither choies nor sacrifics,
nur being fulfilled shroogh actions, but ending 1o s=lf-prolecoon and self-
pieservation by being little wsed, cuther Like these ¢xpensive machines
kept fudden away in high schools 50 a5 not w ged damaged, The present
duy ix what counts, and thal has many goed aspects, but it is difficull e
soe anvthing thut endures. The optivo of the G s to stimulake libery
and {ucn it wwards choice, analogous w the process of e SpEx,
mespecting personal tmetables and coliural differences. In this regand,
cotsull GF 7 and GNa 2, 3. 4, 5 and .
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Ar adilf ity
In a socicty like the Church, i vertical mode] of hierarchical autharity has
prevailed for meny cenfuries, Thiz same hieoochical Charoh has
acknnwledged this, and has made positive progressive dianges sod basic
alerutons to give up the monarchic models, and 1ake on anc of ihe signs
af our ufws: dervocricy and participation, a shared suthorty. The basic
process 15 no bonger a verdicl [handed down] and obedience, bu
discernment and commument. This is the option of de GPs, which
affirms the awthocity of the community itself (GN 32}, the value of
discertunent (GF 5 last sentence, OMs 2 and 19), pariicipatory strisctipes
0GP 13), shaged responsibility (GP 7 last sentence, GPs 8h, 1223 AL the
game time, they acknowledge o suitable legal celapenship, but shove all,
value advice, listening, good will, and availahility towards the Chutch
hierarchy (GFs 6, 3. last sentence, GPs 14, 16). Behind these themes,
there was the noveloy of a laity wishing Lo teke an adulf matanty in the
faith, with aceess oo formation, 1o sounzs, 10 the Scripioes. K is &
question of a laity acuvely seeking wo Live the Faith, make i i1 own, st il
amd develop it with maturity,
. [t is a cuesuon of & leity
Ther.e wa:: tf{e novelev of a T o producing
laity wishing to take on  iheokogy™, in dialogue with
N olher sciences amwd with the

faith, with access to  of society, of the sconomy
i andt polincs. capable of
formation, to SOUrCes, t0  eneting inlo a mansforming

i , . acl. In arder 1o reach this
the Scriptures. [tis a 1 " e thar this Jaity

question of a laity actively may really become adult in

. g \ the Church, 11 15 mecessary

'E‘EEI'UHE to live the Eﬂll“]'l, [t provide ] proposals for the

s N i H long torm for  Formation,

rnake it its own, et L ey el
develop it with maturity coclesial life.

Fs newtrality possibie?
Well before we consider the Gaspel ws our principal sourcs, we nwe ask
ourselves mow whether aeutrabily is possible in the martter of values and

B L Trigo, Pedmi 5 ). In Spanish: Tesloges Mo Prdesimales Lagens. Ls Fecdogia ¥
¥icke KA M.axka
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chodces, a5 we ought somenmes have wished. It would seem the answer is
na, it a5 not possible to remain inopadsive, and even before we come
lugetber o the faith, there cusis 2 mbonal basis for the choice of valoes
thal we can share with no-belicwers as well as people of other rebipons:
‘o bring abowr waity within apr Aamuen foedty' (GPTY, ‘40 wark.__for
progress amd peeece, jusiior ond chonity, Sibery omd ihe dignity g all
peaple” (GP 2), “the dignity of the pevsan, the weifare of tha femily and
the inreeney of creattom” (OF 43, 'to work for fushice. ' (GP 4). The apuion
in lpe GiPs iz neither newtral nor epotisti, does not neske of ws 2 secl or an
impregnuble fundamentslict refipious proup, suspicions of anything not
explicilly Christian. Raher, it encourages o8 to dialogue, 10 wark with
those who are differenl, wnted by a rationu ron-neutral basis thal we can
enrlch through gur Faith, withouwt fandamentalism.

The perapecire of gender in the fexd

These days, the theme of pender appears in almost every discussion, wich
itz coniributions and hyperbole, In 1990, when the t2x1 of (ke GPs had
betn revased amnd Enpglish wlopted as the working: lomusgee, be nesd w
use pander inclusive language becane necessary, This CONcen i3 poesent
in the while bext in English, and even in the Castilian oanslation, as far as
passible (today we would do it berer). The (aer 15 cthay this comcern for
melukive language hus made the way easier lowands sxpressions dcher io
conient, nat anly From the viewpoinl of gendee, Tam now going to omile
down something thal [ am wlways Lalking sbowl. The 1957 text {lhe theme
of gender was ol 50 pressing ac the omed opened with the word 'Cand,
followed soon after by the possessive, “Ris". From the point of wicw thal
concerns ws bere, that mekes o5 Gtk of a God sonctly  msascwlme,
although this was not the case in the Spanish translalicn, because the
possessive “su’ s pemder oeoal. The discossion was complicsted (mm
the opening senlence For the inlematiomal rroup responsible for the 1990
Tevision. We realised thal language is an expression of coliure, thai il wes
nol right fo impose the English langoage. Tt was an this poinf that soneons
suggesied usior 4 ‘deod” languss: . Labn, so tiat afierwards ranslanons
could he made ipio 'Bving” languages, with all their cyltural noances. Bod
thuy person was the only one in the groop (o koow Lain, and, Besides
Latin, dead though it may be, containg a culture wo. %0 we choss W
condinue workisg in Edglish, We chadged “‘Cand o “The Tamify" {Ja
Tripité), bul the English speakers wanied to use ‘theu’ the possessive
proncun {37 person plucal, adapied foe eollective nouns, and gender
oewtral in English). Boy then, we, the Spanish speakers, prnested Lhat the
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term “ta Frinité” is singular._ and feminine_.. And again we were thrown
inte & stabe of confusion, wob] somegne, whose linguage [ connot now
rocall, suggesied using the exprossion ‘e theee divime Fersons’, which
wias acceplable i all three languages. Amd maseover, il was al that exact
moment that we realisad it was (e expression that Ipastius of Lovola
used 400 years before in the Conlemplstion on the Anmunciation-
[ncarmation, which is al the origin of the CLC {cf, SpEx 102}, Please refer
0w (o The beginning of the exl of the GPs.

We are programmed for  tusivarion 1o action

. . . The OGPz exiend o acdemn
action. Action is ehiimied+=ci - ‘paadarsibl

unaveidable, and  ation.  Our  communal

. g CAPEMETIOE B & MG

tl‘lt‘ﬂl.lgh lt;. we ful.ﬁl. g_;jp.gn'fm_-.g 'i-!f Wity im lave amd

. * actien’  (GP 7). Apostolic

uurs:z[vﬁs as intefligent, A dcii < Sy W
creative people, capable  Chnstian  language,  tha
{ JHe transforms  death  amio Lile,

ot mo l{"‘,rlIlg UL chooses Life, works sven om

: Saturdays or somelimes in Lhe
Enwr-:?nment, l.}.l.lt' face of &l Jogic. Bul, there ix an
society, our fife  sathropological root in afl of
this. We afe in the world Lo
ransform il, we fre programmed for acton. Acoon is unovoidoble, and
theough i, we fulfil ourselves us intelligent, creative people, capeble of
modifying cur environment, our sogicey, qur life. GP 8 may be read from
this perpective. In the sanw way, we cian consider the appeal demamling
from us all ‘a willingress Io participate in social ond polities) fife ard o
develop fuman qualities and prafessiong! skl in orler fo become moere
covmpeten! workers amd convincemg wilresses (GP 12k Or, mowe
concreiely still, the proposal in G L the Christion Tife Conpruniny
...rramtes the Particivamion of ilf mestbers ot joint profects 1o respond
o Wpriawr aridd chamging meeds .

3™ part: Christology

Alhough refertnces 10 some themes have already been made in preceding
chupters, it s lime now 0 analyse more specifically the Chrisiology
founcd in (e text of (he General Panciples. In broad cuthoes, we can
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Iy say the Christology o the Geperal Ponciples is that of the
Spimual Exercises of Sainl lmatws of Loyola, given that these last are
‘the specific sowrce amd the chanteleristic insirument of our [CLOT
spurdrerhiny’ OGP 50, Starting trom dhis fundamend alfirmation and some
characteristics of whe wext, [ put foreward the Following poinis oo
considecanion

The Genermd Principles ukemﬂ!mm{'.' templation o the ecarnalion
GPs do ool sturl o '
3 declaration of
Cmpf inknboos — as
wepbers of the CLC,
Thay begin with the
three divioe Persoos i
condemplation antl
deliberation {SpEx
[y, that is, they
begn by cinphasising
thal & iz Cod's
injllnr.i'ue. The Trnify
decide tn give
themselves 16 Us, even B
by nearing apart their
harmony W some
degree, in order oo wake
on cur comdition. Jezs
Chnst  ix e Wond
Incumnate, Son of God
Briorn by the decision of
the Trinity, and Son of =% " S A ;
man born of Mary of Mazareth, [n the Incamaton, Jesus Chrst s the
visible expression of '(God's promise of [athfulness forever. {(5F1). We
must add thar the Trinity's contempladon is pot impassive: the thees
Persons se¢ “rhe whode of fumanity in so mary sinfud divisions” (GF 1),
or, what is the same thing, all the people “going dewn imter Rell” {SpEX
112). In this fall, this sin, Goxd adopls ug unconditionally by hecoming one
of us, The aim of the Incamating 15 to save e human rvce (SpEx 102), or
acoording Wy the words of ik GPs, ‘liberale them from al] their chans
{GF 1}, these yokes tr which the evil leader subjecis us, which has 1o do
ith kemmptations to covet Fches, vaio homow from e sorld and surging
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pride {SpEx 142 — the 2 Standards). The Incamaueo thersfong is hiased
[in our favour]. Ths 15 why fesus is with the poor and shares chear
conditicn, and it is from chis viewpainr thit be inyites us all o work with
him (GP L), This i3 the sermon und the sending obt thay we bear in the
Two Standards und the Call oF the King, as we wall see im deph later on.

God i only beonmes man in lesns; He becomes podr. Thit is why the
option for the poor 15 the constitutive part of (he dynamic of the
Incamaucn, Jesus” mission, and non incidemal or optional. GP 3 remtinds
a5 ‘W fggwe received from  Christ tha sisfuon of being  Ais
witnesses. . becoming ilentificd with hir mission af bringing the good
news 1o the poor, proclaiming tibemp fo coptives amd fe the Biind mew
sight, seffing the downirodden free.." GF 4 eminds us 3)50; ‘we arc
particulary wware of the pressing meed fo work for jumice through a
prefereaticl oprion for fwe poor ard a simple e sivie whick exprestes
otr freedort and selidority with thesy”. The Anal serence of GP R
smmanises this ageim: “Oor fife Gads it permanens inipirgrion in the
Cirsped of the paor ond Rumble Christ'.

The Iacarmation it pod @ moment in me bt g dyaamic process

Afer what has bean saed already, it is now clear that Ced's inbatve in
the Incomation is w dynamic, life-giving peocess, which fesos fulfilled Ty
his mission, and to which we are culled as collabnorapors (o aceotaphish in
ot pwm lives, Acconding to GP 1, it i» @ maer of 2 °gift of God o ws dad
QW FESONLE CONfimees e s ooy through the infTeeary of the Holy Spirs
ta afl our pasreculor circamstaaces’. I s & mater of ‘masking onr own the
oplony of Jesus Christ”, of participating through Him, with Bim and in
Elim in the dymemmics of this ncamation. YWithin this framework, the many
stalements of the OFs along these lines have preal importance: “particular
circwmstances’ (7P 1), ‘each sitwetion of daily life” (GP 2), ‘rhe needs of
aur amas” {GE 2}, 'within the world in whick we [ (GF 4), “the svents
of pur tmes' {UGP 5), “each concrele sitarion of aur daity tfe" (GP 5), i
il things™ {GP 30, 'here and now' (GP &), “the signs of tie fimes” (GP 5),
‘our suprowtdings' (GP Ha), "amang e prewr diversity of persons, places
ined sitwations' (G ¥a), ‘even the mest humble reafitics of doily Kfe" (GP
). “in the world todey” (G ).

For ws. it 15 & matler of a process of participation in Jesws” mission, The

Spiritnal Exercises of Satol lgnatius represent our essentinl imstrument,
bui even muorc the ‘dumamircr of life emgendered by the Spivisal
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Exercizes” {GN Wa}. It i3 not anly a matter of making of promating the
expenence of the Exercises, bat of living & communmal continoation of
thetn. with the "trpe of prayer and relauonstups which foster o process of
integration of faith and life" {GN 35a).

Sesur in dialogue with hiv Father, mowed By the Spiny

[pnating invites us f confenwplate Jesus fror his barth o his baptizsm in
the Jordean, and from this baphsm to his Ascension. These are like bwo
eréat chaplers; i the rl, Jesus s bom poor amd prows uwp in the
heanhreak of exile, pescoutin, misupderstanding- .-t also within a
urudivoo, 2 family. a people. Contemplavng the hidden life helps us find
aurselves with Jesus duning his fomtion, rcading the Psalms, he
Scnplures, praying and discemiog his mission, dght up onol he conees 1o
accepd than be i the Mesdiah, n a

messiamc styke which must have p .
e, A We want to grow in

This contemplation also hedps ws  OUr vocation and
wy understand and take cane of h ﬂ.:l
lesus' plan, which, even io vur ECOME alWways oTe

times, grows slowly and isnon free e and fl"EE,. a[\mﬁ
of threate. The baptism in the

Jordan it a high poimt of at the disposal of God’
discemment, we could cven suy it

i& confimstion of the discecmem, in which e sae Trinity thal we
have seen in the conkemplation om the Incamation, appears oow
cominuing the redemptive work of (he matore Jesus. This theme of
discemment of mission and our way of doiog il s very presenl n the
Ceneral Frinciples: we are guided by the Spirit. GF 2 iells us thal He
inscribes in owr hearls ‘the Jaterior Iow of lowve_ . sxpresies isclf amew in
fErR pineafion of daily B’ As Jegps does, e want i grow inoouc
wocation atd become always more ‘opem and fres, afways of the dispesd
af Liod'. Thiz is very far from the nigid interpretation of the GPs that 15
somelimes made, the dapsling, politicised measiant; sdea that tempts us
s0 0fen. in the some way thut lesus was Iempled.

Jestis calls kis apostles & trexsform the werdd

[o the second part, afer having conlemplated Jesus matunng, growing
amd disceming, his mission, lgnatios invites us 1o ook al Jesps acdng ow
of the radical bwve that God has Tar ws, which keads hon o sccept dead,
Thiz iz the same love which delivers him and resuorects him from death.
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While coptemgdating Jesus in action, we want o khvow i intoalely,
Tearts from himt, take oo his opioss (GF 1), ender ino a deep “urdon with
Chrim_ furbo [ ferg and sow confiduss hiz suission of sahveion” {GF 63,
neikes us ‘akle to eocownter Chost in all persons aml sl situations’ (P
&). The invikation is “re fallow Jesus Cheiss more closely and work werf
him fir the building of the Kingdom® {GP ¢). We are now a1 the hearl aof
ithe CTL voranion which then dwells on the apostdic life exiensively in
GF 8. Owr apostolic scoon 15 Chrisl-cented: “we fmee received from:
Chrigs the mogsicn of beag his weiresses,, becoming idemiifed with his
mission. _evdending the Gospel. proclaiming the Word of God._ finds
.-.Inspiralion in the Gospel of the poer and rumife Christ'.

Marian dimension

In a long twadition with &
greal Muaran content, ofieo
distortad. the GPs lead us o
moewed  relalionship with
Mary, The ponraval of Mary
5 prosent frnm Lhe
beginning, as we nate in OGP
I and in the Conl=mplaton
W the AFnueCiation-
Incamution. By the way, we
are told in the CLC that the
large fresco hefore which the
Firsft  Marian Congregaton
wis  bom  podmyed e
Contemplation on the
Annunciatiem-Incamation. as it was descnbed by Igpoabus m e
Exercises. Bur a fuz deseroyed the fresco and the Tace of Mary is 2]l thay
tenkans of i Sumelhing simdlar has happened over 6me fa Marian
devotion, and that is why the GPs state that 'vwr spdruality (5 coentered
or Chrise, we see the rofe of Mary in refation so Christ(GF 91 Mary is
presend in Lthe whole framework of the GiPs and Qur vocaunn, as a "mode!
af mur own cotlaborarion gt Chrint's mission” and “inspimtion for our
acteor for juriice i the works roday (GF 9. Wa geek to meke our own her
"wes” b0 God, and also her ‘zffectiec service’ (Yisiaoon), ‘her solidariry
with the peger’ (Magmificat), and her ‘cooperation in her Son's puttion
continued all through Rer life” (GP 9).
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The Mystical Body and the Peopie of Cod

The General Pritciples mvite vs bo urderstand thar Chingt is Cofrtumony,
Somg say that lesus dicd 25 an individoal and is risen a3 Community.
Already in the Preamble, the GPs invite us ‘to work fogether with the
entire Prople of God ond ol frose of good o 00O 23, "o bring aboas
LMY WAbER ke hemern familvOGE 1. After ihese  far-reaching
erpressions, whach cermaindy ewcompass e Church bu 20 bevond her,
the Preamble spesks more explicidy of the Church in her hierarchical
dimenslon amd i jowhd comememien (0 T and oxkx wr fo Join fogeifter
im fowe aned praver . fwith] those oy men and wamaes of cur Sl
fradiffan W hawe  been

proposed to us..as friends and  Tha GPs invite us ‘to
valld I rTEssors whe help iy bo .

fulfil ur mission'(GP 3. GP 4 work together with the

remands us thal cur yocanod 15 i ;
ssarticidar vocation widin the  ENLIEE People of God

the source of our spinmalily g0

peniered an (hist ;e will', fto bring about

partcipation o the  Paschal i oy u
MycteTy, the Hacred E|:|-i];|||_l;r,=_L;H lll’lll‘_"‘,F “’ltl'.'lll'l our

the litorgy, e doctimat  huyman family’
development of the Church, the

gvenls Of our tirmes So, we arnive o OF & which imites us "fo shoee the
Hctaers of membership of the Church®, by hviog and spresding the
sources alrepdy mentioned,  alsn invites us to 'work logether with the
Mergrchy and oiher eoclesial legders” and directs ws 50 than our
molivalion i nol gpocaine, nor centred on the Chorch nor otglesigstcal,
kot paher cenored on Christ and eccksial “modivated By a commen
concert for the probiems and progress of all peapde”, in a “creanive and
concrele colleboration for the work of aveancing the reign of God on
earth, md includes @ readiness 19 go and serve where the needs of e
Church s demend (GP 6 And it is obviows that the Church has need of
our presence in her, and on ber irontiers amd beyond, For example she
tseds thvolvement of members fnoavisting secular ongd  refigicus
organizattons and cffors'(GF 8b), in view of thal ‘uadty wirfin gur
human famil (0GP 1) of which we have already spoken, “We dedire o dor
afl this in on ecumentcod spiir, readfy tn collaborate with tose fRitiatiee s
thae hring ahout unity amoeng Christians' (0P 8d), o this way, we show
oursefves as ‘members of the pilgrim People of God(GF 5), and
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acknnwiedge that ‘each of pur communilies i o garhering of peaple iR
Chost, o cell of Fis Mysiical Body'tGE 7). As such, we celebrae the
Euchanst ag the cepire of this ‘concrete experience af wnity in love and
action'(GP 7) which is the Chrislian community.

Christ presens in our fimes

Christ becomes pressol 1o s 10 many ways: in our brothers amd sisters,
especially anwog the pourest, in the Ewcharist, in the Word, in the
transfomoing aciion thay expresses e Pascal Mysiery now and forever, in
the commmunity and its processes, in the Churgh, in the example shown by
50 many men and women who may ml decessanily be Cpurr’ ato. All
these themes e presented in the Caneral Principles, which are, a5 we
have said already, centred on Christ,

But, ihere is another aspedt, which, although L have already touched on i1,
| think iz useful 10 meption again 2 the end of this aticle. Choist is
pescnl in ‘e evers of our times’, a theme of panticular imponance for
lay Christians™_ It is this *warld af secighy which I spoke uf before while
reflecting on Uk dymamivs of the Ivamstion, from ogr daily Life throogh
o social and polical analysis. 'the interior luw of love_ . respecis the
puiguenesy of coch personal vecation, and challenges us 10 feé our
rertoas responsibilities and 1o seek conttanely e drerwers 1o the needs of
our pimez,. ' (OGP 2. In this way, the importance of formation, of
discermment arisas (GF 5) w0 answer thas “mare wreant need 1o units their
humer Iffe in all its dimensions with the futluess of their Cheistian foith’
{GF 4) and “recking and finding God in alf things” {GF 53, This is abowt
the call vo "corpribute to the evingrfizoron of culfares frowm within fand
fa] wark fur the reform of sructures of sociery, participaring in cfforts e
liberate the victimu frown afl zort of discrimination onad especially to
abalizh differences berween rich end poor' (GE $4). Chrisy, in the epd, is
the cznlne of our GPs sod of cur vwocation, the Christ who died for the
vietims and is dsen with them.
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