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EDITORIAL 

Dear friends, 

In these weeks, we are full of memories of the 
living (and dying) of Pope John Paul IL In all 
dimensions of his life up until his death, Pope 
John Paul II gave us an outstanding testimony 
to how we are called to live as Christians to­
day. It was during the time of his Pontificate 
that the Pontifical Council for the Laity con­
firmed our revised General Principles as ap­
proved by the CLC World General Assembly 
in 1990 in Guadalajara. Pope John Paul II was 
clearly committed to the Laity and he was con­
vinced that lay people have an important role 
to play - both within the Church as well as in 
our world - as Christians deeply rooted in their 
faith in Jesus Christ. May the confidence he 
held in us lay people continue to be a chal­
lenge and encouragement for us. John Paul II 
was an outstanding advocate for the social re­
sponsibility of Christians, fighting for human 
dignity and life, for justice and peace. We are 
invited to follow in his footsteps in this com­
mitment. 

At the same time, we wholeheartedly assure 
our new Pope Benedict XVI of our continuous 
support and prayers that he may guide our 
Church according to the will of God. May the 
Lord bless him with joy in his service, strength 
and an open heart and mind. 

The parting of Pope John Paul II and the elec­
tion of Pope Benedict XVI reminds us in a 
special way of our being in and with the 
Church - sharing with her and with all who as­
sume responsibility - the joys, the hopes, the 
wounds and the suffering of our Church and 
our world. 

In Nairobi, we "felt confirmed in our call to 
become a lay apostolic body that shares re­
sponsibility for mission in the Church" (see 
Recommendations) and in the world. During 

the last two years, through many con­
tacts, we learn that communities 
have caught fire in responding to this 
call of becoming and acting as an 
apostolic community. We all live in 
diverse contexts and each local 
group, each national community has 
to discern carefully how they put this 
call into daily practice and imple­
ment the necessary steps. The expe­
riences and personal testimonies col­
lected in this issue of Progressio is a 
way to share the richness of life in 

Daniela Frank 

WCLC President 

our world community and to encourage one 
another in our journey. 

We are looking forward and we are looking 
back. In these weeks, we also remember the 
end of World War II and in my part of the 
world this is firstly identified with the capitu­
lation of the German Nazi regime. Among its 
many victims, there were also committed 
Christians - Catholics as well as Protestants. 
One of them, the Lutheran Pastor Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, reflected a lot about the Church. 
When he writes about the Church as the ' body 
of Christ' , as 'Christ existing in community', 
he reminds us that we can only live truly in 
Christ when we live in this concrete communi­
ty of our Church with all her dimensions: all 
her joys, her shadows, her history. 

To further develop our being an apostolic 
body, rooted in the spirituality of St. Ignatius, 
necessarily implies our being Church with all 
who walked before us and with all who will 
follow us . Let us support one another as we 
grow in our sensitivity and readiness to re­
spond to this call with open hearts and minds 
so that we may be more and more able to share 
the mission of Christ in our daily lives, ac­
cording to HIS will• 

Daniela Frank 
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2 The matching of two promises: 
microfinance and social responsibility 

A new frontier in the "preferential option for the poorJJ 

Leonardo Becchetti 

CLC Rome 

Leonardo Becchetti is 
professor of Econo­
mics at University of 
Rome Tor Vergata. He 
is married and has one 
daughter. He serves 
CLC as member of the 
Italian ExCo, the Euro­
team and the World Ex­
Co Financial Team 

The goal of current so­
cioeconomic action: ten­
sion and common con­
sent among different 
perspectives 

T
he dominant focus of inter­
na~ional development inst.i­
tutlons on economic 

growth, which appears to absorb 
most of their intellectual energies 
and to be the final goal of most of 

their normative suggestions, may not 
be easy to understand by those who 
are not strictly involved in these ac­
tivities. More specifically, from a re­
ligious perspective, there seems to be 
a stark difference between that focus 
and both the "common good" goal of 
the Christian social doctrine and the 
preferential option for the poor 
which is at the core of Ignatian Spir­
ituality. 

In recent times, even the non-Christian reflec­
tion on the goal of socioeconomic action in­
spired by the human rights doctrine advocates, 
not without reason, that the target of economic 
growth does not coincide with broader and 
more generally accepted ones such as those of 
human development and happiness, given that 
the latter depend not just on individual wealth 
but also and mainly on nonmonetary compo­
nents such as individual capabilities and func- . 
tionalities and the quality of human relation­
ships. 

In most recent times, this focus on broader tar­
gets is becoming common in reports of inter­
national institutions (even though much less so 
in their current practices). To illustrate this, a 
simple scheme, included in the 2003 World 

Bank report, integrates the traditional "reduc­
trionist" consumption-output channel fuelling 
individual well being with other channels in 
which the direct enjoyment of human, social 
and environmental resources is independent 
from productive considerations. This World 
Bank example witnesses also the partial but 
still not satisfactory reduction of the gap be­
tween the "reductionist" anthropological per­
spective of most contemporary social sciences 
and the goal of "common good" defined by 
Church social doctrine as the creation of those 
conditions which make easier individual self 
fulfilment. 

However, a deeper inspection at the close rela­
tionships between these non immediately pro­
ductive dimensions of individual flourishing 
and personal income clearly reveals that eco­
nomic growth, or the creation of economic 
value at the aggregate level, is still important 
as being the source of resources to invest in 
education, health, leisure and preservation of 
environmental goods. Hence, economic 
growth remains a crucial factor also for the de­
velopment of the other nonmonetary and spir­
itual dimensions of individual happiness men­
tioned above. 

A possible further synthesis of the tension be­
tween these different goals is in the most re­
.cent growth theories showing that it is quite 
clear, at this stage of economic development, 
that equality (and above all equal opportuni­
ties) is beneficial for growth. More specifical­
ly, the full potential of one's country develop­
ment is achieved when access to education and 
credit is available to everyone and therefore 
equal opportunities for the development of 
their talent are available to the overall popula­
tion. 

A common agreeable consent on the equal op­
portunity platform is therefore emerging as a 



strategic goal for these different views on hu­
man well being. Recipes for the realization of 
equal opportunities and growth potential are 
well known. The research of the last decades 
clearly indicates that the fundamental ingredi­
ents are quality of institutions (from the mini­
mum of absence of war to a maximum of a ful­
ly integrated and corruption free system of in­
stitutional check and balances), education, ac­
cess to credit, access to IT technologies and 
good social capital, or high value of human re­
lationships which fuels reciprocal trust being 
at the basis of all human transactions. 

The role of microfinance 

The question is therefore why, if recipes are 
broadly known, it is so difficult to apply them. 
The easy answer is that the willingness to apply 
them is deficient. Or, in the language of econo­
mists, a "global planner" (or global institu­
tions) with full power and with the goal of fos­
tering economic development at the world lev­
el does not exist. This is because globalization 
has been more rapid than our capacity to create 
global rules to govern it and because the vari­
ous existing international institutions having 
the mission of fostering economic develop­
ment are riddled by conflicts of interest, or by 
differences between the goal or mission of the 
institution itself and the personal ones of its 
representatives and organized beaurocracies. 

In this framework, what is emerging as an in­
teresting remedy and as an element of stimulus 
is the capacity of the civil society and of the 
private sector of filling some of these gover­
nance gaps with its bottom up action. It is very 
important to interpret such action, not as a 
demonstration of the uselessness of gover­
nance and rules, but as a subsidiary and vicar­
ious action which creates awareness and inter­
national policy consensus for the creation of 

more equitable rules and is therefore a form of 
active advocacy. 

One of the most promising examples in this 
field is microfinance. The crucial role of mi­
crofinance is the extension of access to credit 
to uncollateralized poor borrowers which can­
not obtain loans from the traditional banking 
system. It is well known in fact that credit is 
available only to those which.can provide col­
lateral of equal or larger amount than the de­
manded loan. Taking the words of what has to 
be considered the founder of Microfinance, 
Mohammad Junus, saying that the poor cannot 
get access to credit is like saying that those 

who have not wings, such as human beings, 
are unable to flight. Quite to the opposite! To 
remain in the metaphor, microfinance is the 
airplane which allows the poor to access cred­
it markets. 
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The diffusion and coverage of microfinance of 
the world poor is impressive and growing. A 
recent World Bank report estimates that in 
Asia 30% of the poor have now access to cred­
it, thanks to microfinance institutions and that, 
overall, almost 100 millions of those below the 
1 dollar per day (in purchasing power parity) 
threshold have a chance to exit from poverty 
thanks to microfinance institutions. In this per­
spective, microfinance is realizing part of the 
fundamental mission of financial system 
(matching those with productive ideas and 
those with the financial resources needed to 
operate them) which traditional banks were 
not able to realize. By helping each individual 
to realize its productive potential (and to in­
vest in education of the new generation) mi­
crofinance is today playing an important role 
in the promotion of equal opportunities. The 
key determinants of success have generally 
been identified in: 
CD dynamic incentives of progressive 

loans, 
@ group lending schemes with or without 

joint liability and 
@ microfinance institutions' ability to 

monitor borrowers. 

The rationale of point CD is the provision of 
small progressive loans, which reduces the 
borrower incentive not to repay, in order to 
avoid the penalty of not having the following 
loan instalments. The rationale of point @ is 
that, by providing credit only to self selected 
groups of borrowers which are jointly respon­
sible for each other, the bank overcomes the 
informational gap and exploits the capacity of 
the borrowers to choose good companions. 
Furthermore, it also creates among the bor­
rowers the incentive to help and monitor each 
other in order to avoid the cost of repaying the 
loan of the insolvent groupmate. The rationale 
of point @ is that the microfinance institution 
has a quite different attitude with respect to the 
traditional bank (covered by the collateral) as 
it invests in the growth of entrepreneurial ca-

pacity of borrowers providing them in many 
cases with consultancy and "business angels" 
services. 

The historical performance of microfmance 
institutions has been generally excellent (aver­
age solvency rates are higher than 90 percent) 
but heterogeneous depending on: 
~ the different capacity of local microfi­

nance institutions in monitoring groups 
of lenders, 

~ differences in competitive and geo­
graphic scenarios which may affect al­
ternative credit choices and the incen­
tive to repay, 

~ different levels of "peer pressure" and 
"social capital" which fix the amount of 
social sanctions and the level of deter­
rence for borrowers violating their debt 
obligations. 

Microfinance and social re­
sponsibility in savings as a 
"magis" in the preferential op­
tion for the poor 

One of microfinance outreach limits is that the 
activity of providing training and business 
support services and that of monitoring invest­
ment projects is extremely costly for the bank. 
As a consequence, lending rates of microfi­
nance institutions are remarkably high and 
many potential projects which would be other­
wise profitable cannot be supported because of 
the too high cost of loans. A recent promising 
channel which is going to reduce the problem 
is the matching between microfinance and so­
cially responsible savings. More and more in­
vestors in the North are choosing to deposit 
their money into "ethical banks" accepting a 
return on their deposit below the market rate 
(up to zero) in return for the possibility of 
channelling their funds to support microfi­
nance projects. In this way, microfinance insti-



tutions, financed by the voluntary bottom-up 
action of the civil society, have the opportuni­
ty to lower loan rates thereby extending their 
outreach to the poorest. 

The matching of microfinance and social re­
sponsibility in savings is today a magis in the 
preferential option for the poor in several re­
spects. 

First: It is probably the most efficient way of 
using monetary resources since the amount de­
posited fuels a multiplied amount of loans 
(banks can take as reserves up to only 10 % ac­
cording to different country regulatory envi­
ronment of their loans) and conjugate an effi­
cient use of solidarity with the responsibility 
of who receives the money. Furthermore, ifthe 
poor who can potentially stand on their feet are 
correctly identified by the microfinance insti­
tutions, the success of their projects may cre­
ate resources needed to support their neigh­
bours or relatives who are in those categories 
(elderly, disabled, etc.) which cannot stand on 
their feet and can live only on solidarity. 

Second: Social responsibility in savings in­
volves personal choices, the use of money and 
individual lifestyles and is therefore a concrete 
way of expressing one's own solidarity and 
support for the poor in everyday choices. 

Third: This solution is capable of generating 
important imitative action on behalf of other 
financial institutions. Once the traditional 
banking system realizes that even a minimal 
share of savers makes their choices on the ba­
sis of solidarity and social values, it will try to 
conquer these savers by imitating in part the 
social responsibility of microfinance institu­
tions. This leverage effect of socially responsi­
ble savings has already been demonstrated by 
scientific models and by the evidence of sever­
al traditional banking institutions which have 
start developing their own microfinance divi­
sions. 

As Christians and CLC members, our support 
to microfinance institutions by investing part 
of our deposits in banks which provide re­
sources to microfinance institutions is, there­
fore , not just a valuable action. It is also a sig­
nificant political gesture with which we can be 
"salt" and leaven contributing to the direct 
success of the 
capacity of the 
microfinance in-
stitution m 
reaching the 
poor and to the 
indirect imita­
tive action of 
other financial 
intermediaries. 

The recent com-
pendium of 
church social 
doctrine out-
lines, as desir­
able and con­
sciously chosen 
poverty, the 

By investing part of our 
deposits in banks which 
provide resources 
to microfinance 
institutions is, therefore, 
not just a valuable 
action. It is also a 
significant political 
gesture with which we 
can be "salt" and leaven 

feeling of dependency and creaturality which 
leads the person to love and thank Gods for 
what He gave as a gift. We are all aware that 
economic development may sometime be in 
contrast with this feeling of gratefulness and 
creaturality which is at the basis of the rich­
ness of humanity 's spirituality and at the root 
of their full happiness. We nonetheless know 
that material poverty still leads a consistent 
part of humankind to starvation, and prevent 
many more from having a decent life and de­
ciding their own life style. We therefore find 
that social responsibility is a crucial instru­
ment with which civil society, with its bottom 
up action, may address the existing inequality 
and promote social justice • 

Leonardo Becchetti 

CLC Italy 
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6 A BRIEF VISIT TO THE WORLD SOCIAL FORUM 

'!Another World is Possible JJ 

Raquel Aguilera 

Since two years Raquel 
Aguilera joined a CLC 
group called Ajaka, which 
means "Basket" in Guar­
ani, the second language 
of Paraguay. She collabo­
rates to "Servos", a Non­
profit Organisation wor­
king for victims of social 
exclusion in Asuncion 

T 
his past January 26th, a 
group of Paraguayan peo­
ple, some coming from a 

distance of almost 22 hours, atten­
ded the 5th Social World Forum in 
Porto Alegre, Brazil. Each had dif­
ferent objectives and experiences: 
some were craftsmen, others poli­
ticians, others religious and some 
were laypersons from CLC; all 
different but all similarly hopeful 
and expectant of this "other possi­
ble world" we speak of so often. 

Once there, this diversity multip­
lied immeasurably with people of 
all ages, races and beliefs from 
many other places who, until that 
moment, were unknown to one 
another. All congregated under the 
same motto. For five days, these 
differences became but variations 
of one real world which, instead of 
pushing us apart, united us and 
made us unique, bold and strong. 
This was a world in which all had 
a single flag: the richness of our 

cultures, of our creativity, of our love for our 
world and of the struggle for inclusion and di­
versity so that this world we live in may beco­
me a world of justice and equality. 

In all, we were about 200,000 participants 
with about 4,000 dissertations presented. In­
deed, reports were given by persons with high 
academic and intellectual degrees: by persons 
in spirituality with a vision of the cosmos such 
as Leonard Boff or Saramago, by rulers such 
as Hugo Chaves and Ignacio Lula Da Silva, by 
exponents of new horizons and economic cur­
rents such as the LASES Network (Latin Ame­
rican Network of socio-economic Solidarity) 
or CEAS (Episcopal Commission of Social 
Action Peru). These were distinct visions ba­
sed on the world economy called Economy of 

Solidarity or Social Economy. We listened to 
several other institutions and international or­
ganizations committed to: fighting for the na­
tives and peasants, in defense of human rights, 
against wars (arms and camouflage), in assi­
sting the disenfranchised, in solidarity, open­
ness and dialogue supporting the struggles of 
the poor and excluded. These organizations in­
cluded AMERINDIA and CARITAS INTER­
NATIONAL. 

Exponents of ecological and agricultural mo­
vements reminded us of the incalculable value 
of our natural resources, particularly that of 
water, sensitizing us and encouraging the acti­
ve participation of all the inhabitants of the 
earth in the fight against the illegal appropria­
tion of natural resources. 

The artistic program also gave an important 
call acknowledging the place of beneficial cre­
ativity and by its presence opening the way to 
a more universal expression. Believers in the 
possiblility of a different world included musi­
cians, workers in plastic arts, artisans and 
craftspersons, actors, and writers such as Gil­
berto Gill and Ricardo Flecha among others. 

Personally I found that the Forum came to two 
important conclusions: 

Another world 1s already lived 
among us. 

I was touched by the good fortune of sharing 
with people whom I knew at a distance and 
whom I could get to know better on this trip. 
On the other hand, there were those I got to 
know during this time and who left their mark 
on me. Along with all these people I came to 
realize that we already live in this other world 
on different levels, perhaps daily. No less im­
portant, this other possible world leads to 



ways, words and coexistences. Those daily 
fighters succeed in summing up an ideal. I re­
ally have felt blessed by God in having had the 
unique opportunity to know and to meet once 
again friends in the Lord and to be involved in 
the ideology of knowing we are inhabitants 
convinced that we can have a better world. 

Another world to build 

For the rest, I was left with the 
positive impression that anot­
her world is possible, but only 
if we move away from our old 
stereotypes of society, econo­
my and spirituality making the 
effort to think of the richness 
of diversity and practicing to­
lerance in the face of differen­
ces in order to promote respect 
and harmony between diffe- ." 
rent cultures and beliefs, con­
tinuing however to sustain a 
single faith. It is achieved by 
joining individual and com­
munity struggles and fostering 
the inclusion of the more di­
senfranchised in this exclusive 
system where there are almost 
no possibilities for the poor. 

We face the challenge of passing from an illu­
sory stage to one of action, practicing solidari­
ty in what we believe about human nature ma­
de in the itnage and likeness of God. We need 
to make a new commitment to rethink the ima­
ge of a God who gave us a world extensive 
enough so that every inhabitant could have 
their own space to live, develop and grow free­
ly and with dignity. 

Now all I have left is the unknown: are we ab­
le to be inclusive, tolerant and respectful even 
when injustice may not be affecting us, but rat­
her aimed at others who we believe don't de­
serve it? The answer can only be given by each 
of us with the personal option ofremembering 
our Creator in our lives and mirroring his pe­
dagogy and his truth. 

CLC Members at WSF 

I hope that all will have an opportunity in the 
future to participate in these forums. The expe­
rience holds a wealth of spiritual and intellec­
tual growth which, thanks to CLC, I have had 
the good fortune to experience • 

Raquel Aguilera 
CVX Paraguay 
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8 CLC SOUTH AFRICA 

AND MISSION 

Before CLC South Africa started, there were many CLC groups for students and young 
people. Patrick O'Sullivan and Jose Gsell came out and helped to lay the foundations for 
CLC. Then it was twinned with Germany. CLC was further promoted by Greg Lourens 
who started CLC first in Johannesburg, then in Grahamstown, and then moved on to 
Cape Town where he then became the full,time Worker for CLC. 

At present there are 98 full CLC members from the three regions of Johannesburg, East, 
em Cape and the Western Cape. The others are still in "Welcoming" groups. 

Since Nairobi we have really become more and more aware of what our CLC members 
are doing as far as Mission is concerned and it really does make a difference to us when 
we know that we ARE being sent, supported and are able to evaluate together. Two of our 
members, Thelma Josephs and Luiza Rigutto, accepted to share their apostolic Experi, 
ences. 

Thelma Josephs joined CLC in 1995 through attending 
the monthly Days of Prayer. When a new group start, 
ed, she asked to join. She made her Temporary Com, 
mitment in 1999 and is now preparing for Permanent 
Commitment. 

She started a group in 2001 and is at present the Group 
Leader of the group she joined. Thelma has been a 
widow for many years and has always been active in 
the Church. Initially she taught catechism and prepared 
the little ones for their First Holy Communion. Now 
she helps the Sisters of Charity with the HIV Aids pa, 
tients and the Schoenstatt Sisters with the Literacy Pro, 
gramme, as well as being a Minister of the Eucharist, 
Reader and Sacristan in her local parish. 

Luiza Rigutto is still a member of the "Welcoming" 
group and at present is only able to be present at the meetings when she is home as her 
work takes her all over South Africa and sometimes even beyond. She· was fortunately 
able to attend the Paul Vaz Healing programme with us. 

Veronica Miller 
CLC South Africa ExQJ member 



A Prison Ministry Experience 

T
~e cu:rent Catholic Church Prison Min­
istry m Cape Town had its conception 
in November 1996, when Father John 

Houston, having visited some of his parish­
ioners in Pollsmoor Prison, identified the 
need. He knew he could not cope 
alone and was particularly concerned 
about the number of inmates who 
were H.I.V. Positive needing special 
care on a one to one basis. He phoned 
Sr. Marie Brady, a Loreto Sister in­
volved in spirituality work in Cape 
Town, and asked if she would be in­
terested in becoming part of a prison 
visiting team. Another sister, Sr. 
Broadly from the Caring Network, 
undertook to get a team together and 
people from different language 
groups responded to her ad in the 
Archdiocesan Newspaper. 
They took as their model for min­
istry, Jesus walking with the two dis­
ciples on the road to Emmaus - two 
people discouraged and feeling hope­
less about their situation. Jesus 
comes and walks with them. He listens to their 
story. He gets them in touch with their feel­
ings. He draws them out: "Why are you so 
downcast?" Finally he explains the scriptures 
to them and restores their hope and courage. 

Listening is at the heart of our Ministry. Lis­
tening allows the other person to 'be': enfolds 
them in a safe place, does not judge or offer 
advice but communicates support at a level 
deeper than words. 

I became involved in this Ministry through a 
friend who was interested but did not want to 
go alone. So I found myself on a training 
course in 2001 and here I am! 

I've learnt what it is to just listen - to be there. 
I did have one bad experience when one of my 
inmates died tragically in prison and I felt I 
could not carry on. But the Prison Care Min­
istry sent us on a healing programme and I was 
able to continue. The work is taxing. Even to­
day (9.9.04), I had the very emotional experi­
ence of attending a memorial service for 3 in-

mates who died tragically in a fire. One is con­
fronted each time, with overcrowding, gang 
life, sad stories from the past etc. Fortunately, 
once a month we meet as a team in order to 
support one another and share our joys and dif­
ficulties, insights and experiences. 

I thank the CLC Muizenberg group for their 
support, especially when we meet on Wednes­
day afternoon and they ask: "How was your 
morning at Pollsmoor?" I thank CLC Western 
Cape for their prayers and encouragement. 
And of course above all, I am grateful to the 
Holy Spirit who works in and through me. 

Thelma Josephs 
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Bake for Profit 

Luiza Rigutto 

My name is Luiza and I 
live in Hout Bay, Cape 
Town. I am married 

with one child, Dino, who is 12 
years old. My husband, Giordi 
was born in Italy but came to 
South Africa when he was 2 
years old. My father was an Ital­
ian prisoner of war and he met 
and married my mother who was 
born in South Africa of Italian 
immigrants. As a qualified Home 
Economics teacher, I have been 

working as a project manager for the 
Snowflake Bake for Profit skills programme 
for the past 5 years. Prior to that I worked as 
the Home Economist for a flour company and 
whilst working for them, I developed a course 
to teach women from the townships how to 
bake and to sell their products to make money. 

I still don't know how I became involved in 
such work and how my idea developed into a 
project of such magnitude but it has and that is 

Luiza Rigutto and her colleagues 

what is important. I realise how privileged I 
am to be able to do this work which has been 
my passion and love! I love baking and cook­
ing and watching people's lives change 
through gaining dignity and self-confidence 
because of the skills we share. From a very 
small marketing project within a well-known 
flour company, this project has grown into a 
Section 21 Company with the backing of the 
National Skills Fund and the same flour com­
pany. 

Twice, I've left the project for various reasons 
but somehow it keeps coming back! Why? I 
don't know but throughout my journey I have 
felt that this is what God is calling me to do. 
God, in His mercy, has sent me so many won­
derful people to guide and strengthen me to 
cope with many difficulties and has made me 
stronger to face the many challenges of our 
times in South Africa and in this type of work. 

The most significant part of my journey began 
when I was asked to be a Eucharistic Minister at 
our parish in Hout Bay and was invited to join a 
CLC group. This was very significant as it was 

then that I started to have a person­
al relationship with Jesus and began 
to see Him in everything that hap­
pens in my life no matter how small 
and insignificant it may seem. 

In all my trials and difficulties, I 
have been blessed to have the sup­
port of Jill and the CLC Hout Bay 
Group. What a loving God we have 
who takes care of all our needs if 

' 
only we would open our eyes, ears 
and hearts to receive His love and 
mercy. God Bless you all! • 

Luiza Rigutto 
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My CLC Journey 

M 
y CLC journey began at school in 
1953 when I belonged to the Sodal­
ity. I was easily drawn into the way 

of life which combined spiritual growth and 
action and which kindled the desire to be an 
Apostle of Jesus. This became more and more 
valued so that when I left school and began 
work, I looked round for an adult group so that 
this call to Ignatian Spirituality could continue 
in the context of the wider society in which I 
found myself. The Sodality Cell group I joined 

given a fun day while the parents 
enjoyed the opportunity of talks, 
prayer, sharing with each other 
and other parents facing similar is­
sues. The highlight of these days 
was the Mass and renewal of mar­
nage vows. We ran many 
fundraising events for a mission­
ary we knew in Peru, the Simon 
Comm~mity for the Homeless, and 
other worthwhile needs. Usually 

Rita McManus 

was very prayerful and very active, writing these events were centred around 
regularly to newspapers and the media to pro- socialising and eating together in some way, 
mote the Christian viewpoint and being m- such as turkey suppers, strawberries and 
volved in justice issues in a practical way. cream mornings, and so on. We became 

known for 'trying to eat our way to heaven', 
After I married and moved away to a country but many people were always happy to join in! 
parish in Kent, there was no CLC for me to 
join but there were several young married cou­
ples around who were hungry to find some 
spiritual support in their lives beyond attend­
ing Mass on Sunday. We came together with 
others in the parish and CLC (elm) Meopham 
was born. We continue to this day and, al­
though a small group now, we hope we contin­
ue to influence the world in which we live. 

Because we lived in a parish with a church and 
no priest - we were attached to a nearby town 
parish whose clergy supplied us with Sunday 
Mass - CLC soon developed a leadership role 
in the local setting, making the forming of 
community, both socially and spiritually, our 
mission. We were very active in these areas 
promoting opportunities for prayer and spiri­
tual events and also engaging with issues rele­
vant to our time. During this period when we 
had a large and flourishing community, we 
arranged a holiday for a group of children 
from Northern Ireland to give them a much 
needed break. We welcomed the Ugandan 
Asian Refugees. We arranged days for fami­
lies when the children could be cared for and 

During this time, we were being drawn deeper 
into our Ignatian spirituality even without real­
ising it. We joined in regional events when we 
could but, of course, our primary mission field 
was our family. We valued the spiritual oasis 
of prayer, support and encouragement from 
our regular CLC meetings. As the family grew 
older and more independent, I became more 
free to give time to other aspects of CLC out­
side my group experience and for a while 
served as a regional representative for the 
south of England. This was my first taste of 
working at the executive level, too, and I must 
admit I could hardly wait to escape from those 
meetings! My interest in the intricacies of 
group dynamics led me to take part in a train­
ing session for group guides from which I was 
offered the opportunity to train in Spiritual Di­
rection and giving the Exercises. Many years 
before I had heard a member ofCLC talking of 
his experience as a spiritual director and I can 
remember at the time thinking what a marvel­
lous thing it was to be able to do, and now I 
was being offered the same opportunity. God 
at work, planting seeds of desires within us to 

L_ 
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come into growth at the appropriate time! My 
training in London has not been wasted and I 
have been able to use my gift both inside and 
outside the Christian Life Community. 

When I was asked to agree to my nomination 
for President, I was adamant in my refusal but 
eventually I began to reflect on the place CLC 
had in my life and began to realise that perhaps 
it was time to say thank you and that I should 

Rita and her family 

place myself in God 's hands. I did become 
president and promised to give myself whole­
heartedly to my new mission. It was very hard 
at first and I had a lot to learn. I felt I had 
moved into something intense and rigid and 
felt chains around me from which I struggled 
to break free. I even began to regret the step; 
but God had plans. 

We were very fortunate to have had the good 
services of a paid Development Worker who 
worked hard for the community. This was 
largely funded by the Society of Jesus so, 
when they made the decision that they would 
no longer fund this experiment, we felt devas-

tated. How would we be able to continue? I re­
ally felt we had come to the end of the road 
and that CLC England and Wales would be no 
more and that I would go down in history as 
being the president when CLC EW died! It had 
been suggested we could find expert help use­
ful in looking at our organizational set-up so 
we engaged the help of a business manage­
ment development consultant. Because of his 
Ignatian background, he was sympathetic to 

our ethos so helped us 
to relate how we prac­
tised CLC in our exec­
utive meetings. Deep 
and respectful listen­
ing was obviously the 
key, together with 
deepening our under­
standing and tolerance 
of each other. This was 
achieved by becoming 
more open and honest 
with each other and 
this was often chal­
lenging and painful but 
little by little we 
learned how to express 
ourselves without tak-

ing or giving offence, having a mature rela­
tionship with each oth~r as equals and not as 
parent/child or teacher/pupil. There were diffi­
cult moments but we learned how to work 
through these situations to achieve a positive 
outcome. The other significant action was to 
do away with the table. The added advantage 
to this was the reduction of the paperwork. We 
learned how to communicate more simply but 
more effectively and felt less overwhelmed. 
We discovered we were bonding as an execu­
tive and becoming friends, sharing the respon­
sibility of serving our community well. We 
learned about strategic planning, naming our 
priorities and setting out an action plan. 



During this time, we were improving our com­
munication with the community too, and have 
discovered that communicating is a two-way 
operation - communicating and listening. This 
responsibility lies not just with the executive 
but with the whole community. The best com­
munication is always achieved at a personal 
level rather than just relying on the written 
word, so personal involvement is important. 
We realised another priority was to nurture our 
groups and enable them to grow and many 
ventures were undertaken to further this. We 
already have a very good formation pro­
gramme in our Meeting Plans but these were 
implemented with other resources which 
groups could use freely by themselves or with 
other groups, even outside CLC, thereby 
building community as well as deepening our 
understanding of our spirituality and loving 
service. We realised that we were always talk­
ing about our spirituality being rooted in the 
Spiritual Exercises but many people did not 
have an immediate understanding of them. So, 
we presented an ambitious programme in Lon­
don looking at the dynamic of the Exercises 
and how they actually could be lived out in or­
dinary life. A series of talks from people in 
various walks of life, followed by an exposee 
of which element of the Exercises was being 
lived out by an ignatian 'expert', proved to be 
very popular, especially with our young adults 
and their friends. We offered information as to 
how to access the Exercises as well as details 
of CLC, which did result in the forming of oth­
er groups and, we hope, to more people trying 
out the retreat experience. 

When we went to Nairobi, we felt encouraged 
greatly by the expressed desire to become an 
apostolic communities as we felt we were al­
ready travelling that road. We were expressing 

our charism of community, spirituality and 
mission in very positive ways and were learn­
ing how to share this responsibility. Our De­
velopment Worker experiment had been a 
great boost for the community but we know 
now that we had become dependent and com­
placent. 

I finish my term of 
office in June and 
feel ready to hand 
over. We are still 
on our Journey 
and I know noth­
ing could have 
been achieved 
without the good­
will and co-opera­
tion of our whole 
community. We 
have built on what 
was handed to us 
and I hope we 

My CLC way of life 
has provided me 
with a thread of 
strength over the 
years and I continue 
to appreciate our 
spirituality, rooted in 
the Exercises, which 
empowers me to find 
God in all things 

have provided a good foundation for those fol­
lowing on. The regions now have become the 
immediate experience of wider CLC for most 
groups and these are very active in dealing 
with support, outreach and making us visible 
as well as working to develop our charism. 

My CLC way of life has provided me with a 
thread of strength over the years and I contin­
ue to appreciate our spirituality, rooted in the 
Exercises, which empowers me to find God in 
all things: to discern the way of co-operating 
with Jesus to build the Kingdom and all for the 
greater glory of God. All these are dry words if 
not motivated by and acted out oflove! • 

Rita McManus 

CLC England and Wales 
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14 The Spiritual Exercises and 
My Journey 

Ramez Ghazal and his wife Camille 

I 
have been 
asked to 
share the way 

that led me to 
joill the World 
Christian Life 
Community . 
Since my child­
hood, I was a 
member of the 
Eucharistic 
Youth Movement 
(EYM) (Mouve­

ment Eucharistique des Jeunes - MEJ). When I 
was about 13, I felt that the MEJ brought me 
closer to God and that this was really the way 
to get to know the Lord better. Thus, for a long 
time, I journeyed with the Young Witnesses of 
Christ (Jeunes Temoins du Christ), a branch of 
EYM, which profoundly marked my spiritual 
life. The meetings of the "Jeunes Temoins du 
Christ" were accompanied by Father Lecuyer 
at the Jesuit College of the Holy Family in 
Cairo. When I was asked: "Why are you part 
of EYM?" I always replied: "I want to get 
closer to God and get to know him better." 

As CLC was a continuation of EYM in our 
eyes, our apostolic group moved on to CLC af­
ter our secondary education. Although we 
were part of different faculties, we met twice a 
month for our CLC meetings. My faculty was 
divided into two factions : the fanatic Muslims, 
completely self-centred and the fanatic Chris­
tians, equally self-centred. This did not exact­
ly correspond to the way of life I had been ac­
customed to at my previous school, nor to the 
habit of thought I had acquired a_t EYM. To­
gether with my comrades, we founded a third 
group, neither fanatically Christian nor fanati­
cally Muslim. At the same time, I continued to 

serve the EYM as "JK" Ueune cadre), which is 
the title for a group leader. 

t that time, I did not feel at ease in my CLC 
group and I joined a prayer group with my eld­
er brother. We went out together and had a 
splendid time after our prayer meetings. I felt 
more at ease in this group. Then, this prayer 
group decided to join CLC, and its members 
started to become more involved with CLC, 
and to participate in CLC events, so as to feel 
part of one body. I took part in these events, 
too, because I wanted to meet "my CLC 
group'', of which I was still a member. 

There I noticed that some people around me 
talked of the Spiritual Exercises. Some mem­
bers of my group took part in retreats and 
came back very satisfied. I was a bit afraid to 
spend 5 days in silence, and I wondered if I 
would be able to endure this! Finally, I decid­
ed to try it and went on my first retreat. 

At the beginning, I plodded along rather slow­
ly and heard absolutely nothing during the 

meditations. God was shrouded in silence, too. 
I was not sure what I was supposed to hear: I 
put myself in God's presence, I asked for the 
grace and I reflected on the text, but God still 
did not speak. On the third day, out of breath 
and out of patience, I broke the silence after 
dinner. I told my Spiritual Father (who accom­
panied that retreat) that I could not go on any 
more, that I did not hear anything and that I 
was thinking of giving up. 

After dinner, the proposed prayer for the 
evening was the Colloquy with the Crucified 
Lord. That night, God talked to me. He told me 
he had endured all this for me .. . the pain, the 
humiliation. I felt how much he had suffered 
and that all this had been for me, a human be­
ing unworthy of such a sacrifice from his God. 
I felt how much I, so feeble and weak, was 
loved by God! It was an incomparable sensa­
tion, unforgettable, and I cannot describe it. 



This retreat completely changed my inner be­
ing. It did not metamorphose me into an angel; 
I still had my weaknesses. Yet, from that mo­
ment, all I was doing changed. My mixed 
friends ' group at the faculty became a means 

for me to testify to how Christians and Mus­
lims can be friends. At the EYM, being a JK 
was no longer a job I enjoyed doing nor some­
thing I did to satisfy my ambition, but it be­
came a means for me to show to the group the 
importance of having a relationship with God. 
At that moment, being a JK was no longer a 
goal, but rather a means to fulfil the will of 

God. 

I started to approach the larger CLC and my 
brother 's CLC group at the same time. I was 
becoming more involved in the larger CLC 
while my local group was going through a cri­
sis. I was thinking of leaving that group and of 
joining my brother's group instead, and talked 
about my plan with the group supervisor. He 
reminded me of the times when I had been far 
away from CLC and from my local group and 
how the other members had supported me and 
not sent me away. How could I leave them 
now that I was more involved and they were 
undergoing a crisis! 

Among the members of this group, there were 

some who did not know really what it meant to 
be CLC and others who did know. Some of the 
latter knew that CLC was not appropriate for 
them, but still they would not leave a group 
where they could meet their friends and share 
their lives so honestly and open themselves to 
others so simply. I decided to dedicate myself 
more to this group and to help bring forward 
the changes that would help us to live the CLC 
spirit better in our meetings. My dedication to 
CLC has deeply rooted in me a quest for 
magis, a better way to help people around me 
and a better way to build the reign of God. It 

was then that I felt God's call to work at the 
Executive Bureau in Cairo. I worked there for 
three years with three other members of CLC 
Cairo and an ecclesiastical assistant. We were 
a very homogeneous group and we really felt 
God's spirit with us all the time. 

My engagement in CLC led me to ask ques­
tions about the future: shall I marry? Have I 
got a religious vocation? What is the better 
way for me to follow God; what way will help 
me most to get closer to Him? This was con­
stantly on my mind. Therefore, I went on a 

Ramez and his CLC group 

first election retreat. It was not very fruitful 
owing to events that were trying for me: the 
death of my mother and military service. I 
needed a second retreat at the end of which I 
decided to marry. The retreat had enabled me 
to become fully aware of my feelings for 
Camille, a woman who had worked with me at 
the Executive Bureau in Cairo. We were be­
coming closer and decided to marry. 

Today, we still practice the same method of tak­
ing major decisions in our married life and we 
still ask ourselves the question: what we are liv­
ing now, is it really what God wants from us at 
this moment? Even with decisions concerning 
my career: I still bring them home and we reflect 
together according to the same method. More-
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over, I present my preoccupations and decisions 
to my local CLC group, which helps me evalu­
ate the situations and supports me in the deci­
sions I take. They accompany me in these deci­
sions thanks to our sharing in the group. They al­
so know my weaknesses and support and en­
courage me in this respect, too. 

In the end, I can only thank God who over­
whelms me with His gifts; He has always been 
giving me more than I deserve. I am grateful 
especially for His extreme love and for His 

forgiveness despite my weaknesses. I also 
thank Hirn for my wife, and for a child who 
was not yet born when I started to write this 
testimony, and who is with us now! I am grate­
ful for a family who love and support me, for 
friends who love and support me, for my CLC 
group that supports me in this style of life, 
thanks to which I can connect everything IN 
the Lord and find Him in every thing • 

Ramez Ghazal 

CLCEgypt 

The Gift of CLC 

Andreja Schwarzbartl 
CLC Slovenia 

W
hen I was asked to 
write about my 
CLC experience for 

our magazine, I was at first 
quite surprised that anyone 
might be interested in my CLC 
experience. But then I was in­
spired by Veronica's (Villegas) 
article in Progressio in which 
she so beautifully writes that 
everyone of us is a piece of the 
Master, and that everyone 1s 
precious in God's eyes. 

I first met CLC in 1993 when I was 23 years 
old. The CLC in Slovenia was then already a 
member of world CLC. I was drawn to CLC a 
year after I experienced the Spiritual Exercises 
for my first time. I can say for myself that I 
was reborn during those Exercises. Never be­
fore had I felt so loved by God and so forgiven 
by Him. I ultimately fell in lC?ve with Him. Af­
ter the Exercises, my Spiritual Guide proposed 

that I join a group of Christians, who tried to 
live more closely to God. So I met with the 
Slovenian CLC. At first, for me, the focus was 
only on CLC Slovenian. Soon, I also discov­
ered the world dimension of CLC. But every­
thing did not go so smoothly. When I read our 
General Principles for the first time, I was as­
tonished, surprised and frightened. I was actu­
ally terrified especially by the gth point of GP 

- to become apostolic. I was quite unhappy 
with this discovery because all I wanted was to 
be good and faithful to God. And now I should 
go out on street to proclaim to everyone that 
God loves them? This really wasn't for me! 
But, the conversation with my Spiritual Guide 
confirmed that this is not exactly the only pos­
sible way in CLC. 

I was in CLC for only one year when I first at­
tended an international CLC meeting in Rome 
(1994 I believe). It gave me a very deep expe­
rience of what the World CLC really is. Al­
though I knew only the Slovenian participants 



at the beginning, I began to feel very soon that 
we are all of one Spirit and I also had a feeling 
that I had known everyone for a very long 
time. That is what inspired me mostly at that 
time. I couldn't notice the differences between 
us any more; I only saw our common wish to 
follow Jesus Christ. 

I returned home full of CLC enthusiasm and 
soon CLC became the focus of my daily life 
although I was finishing my medicine studies 
and starting my internship. My life was never 
the same. I tried to put Christ first and see what 
He wanted me to do. However, I was not al­
ways successful in doing so. I attended the 
Spiritual Exercises yearly and it did, and still 
does help me for in making every day's deci­
sion to follow Christ. 

I also had a great opportunity to attend two 
General Assemblies: in Itaici and Nairobi. 
Soon after my arrival in Itaici with our Eccle­
sial Assistant Fr. Milan Bizant, I became ill 
with a high temperature and fever. Although 
half of my baggage was medicines, no drug 
was efficient enough to help me. I was not left 
alone at that time. Especially Martina Zupanic 
from Croatia and both delegates from Japan 
helped me and consoled me during my illness. 
Fr. Milan brought Communion to me to my 
room every day and soon a doctor from Ar­
gentina provided me with the right antibiotics. 
Soon afterward, I recovered enough to join the 
Assembly again. Then I realised how much I 
was connected with every one all the time. I 
recognize that everyone was praying for my 
health and I discovered again the great con­
nection between us. 

I tried to be a CLC member in my daily life. I 
wished that the CLC way of life would permeate 
every moment I lived in my apostolic way of 
life. I have become the Eurolink for CLC 
Slovenian. After the General Assemblies Metka 

Hajsek and I (Metka was also the Slovenian par­
ticipant in Nairobi), try to be national promoters 
for a world dimension for CLC Slovenian. 

About six years ago I first met Andrej , my fu­
ture husband. He is also a Christian, but he is 
not a member of CLC. At first I was a little sad 
about the fact that Andrej is not such an enthu­
siast of CLC or the Spiritual Exercises as I am. 
However, he was never opposed to me being 
an active CLC member. During the past few 
years I have found the fact that his non-mem­
bership can also be an advantage since he sees 
things in CLC differently and from a little dis­
tance. He is not so emotionally engaged with 
the community and many times helps me to 
see the things in another way. Sometimes he 
also attends our local group meeting and we all 
appreciate his sharing with us. 

But life is not always easy or without prob­
lems. God also sent us a trial. My husband and 
I can't have children - at least for now it looks 
like so. At first I accepted it with great sorrow 
and pain but, with the understanding and com­
fort of my husband, God made me slowly real­
ize and understand that the children are His 
pure gift and that we don't have a right to re­
quest them. They are given to us, or they are 
not. We are not less loved by Him irrespective 
of what gifts He sends us. I'm very thankful to 
God that He granted me the faith that we all 
are in His hands and love. We realised that we 
still can do something about the children. We 
became godparents to two children in Africa. 

I know that the CLC way oflife had a great in­
fluence in my life and that it still will have. I 
see it as a precious gift that I have to develop 
and use even more. I pray to God that we, al­
together, can really become one apostolic 
body with a mission to proclaim God 's Reign 
on Earth • 

Andreja Schwarzbartl 
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Three Questions to 

Our Ecclesiastical Assistant 

Progressio: Which particular 
points of the magisterium of 
Pope John Paul II do you wish to 
share with the CLC? 

Father Kolvenbach: One quite 
distinctive focus of the magis­
terium of John Paul II concerned 
the faithful of Christ who are the 
laity in the Church. After the 
holy death of this great pope, 
many have focused on this effort 

Fr. Peter-Hans Kolvenbach SJ to encourage the laity to assume 
WCLC Ecclesiastical Assistant their proper responsibilities in 

the Church and for the Church. 
During his pontificate, John Paul continued to 
stress that it is not only members of the clergy 
and religious men and women who have the 
responsibility of the people of God. The 
Church is also in the world thanks to the men 
and women who there announce the Christ by 
being other Christs and who proclaim the good 
news by an authentically Christian life. Every­
where, to some degree, in the parishes, in the 
base communities and above all in the founda­
tion of so many ecclesiastical movements, the 
laity have reacted positively to the call of the 
Pope and have become involved with a truly 
apostolic dynamism. In spite of a certain reti­
cence, John Paul II encouraged this blossom­
ing of new movements, recognizing there in a 
sign of the Spirit who also contributes in this 
manner to the vitality of the Church. The mag­
isterium of John Paul II confirmed the CLC's 
rich tradition of time-honored service and sup­
ported the appropriate innovations to deepen 
its original contribution to the Church and 
spread its apostolic dynamism to the four cor­
ners of the world. 

Progressio: Among the current challenges to 
the universal Church, which do you wish to 
call most particularly to the attention of the 
CLC? 

Father Kolvenbach: By his travels, publica-

tions and preaching, John Paul II wished, in 
season and out of season, to make known the 
current challenge to the universal Church. 
Rather than remain modestly or diplomatically 
silent about the forces of death which in our 
day threaten human life from its origin to its 
earthly end, the Holy Father took advantage of 
every occasion, of every encounter, to defend 
life in the name of God. He supported the 
cause of peace among peoples constantly 
threatened by war and violence, human love in 
its exacting beauty, the promotion of justice 
without end, the ministry of re-conciliation, 
this gift and this forgiveness of which we all 
have need. Without doubt the unique and un­
equalled testimony of John Paul II roused and 
summoned the CLC. For the Pope speaks in 
vain, if you who live in the full reality of 
everyday life, of familial and professional life, 
do not spread his word. And so, here you have 
a clear orientation for your life as you face the 
challenges that confront the universal Church, 
and that the Pope has called out to attention 
with such eloquence and insistence. 

Progressio: In the light of the orientations that 
emerge from the first teachings (discourses) of 
Pope Benedict XVI, which messages does the 
international Ecclesiastical Assistant wish to 
send to the CLC? 

Father Kolvenbach: By the election of His 
Holiness Benedict XVI, the cardinals have 
opted for continuity in line with John Paul II. 
The program which the new pope has adopted 
closely resembles that which the CLC wished 
to adopt, following its discernment. In his 
homily during the inaugural mass of 24 April, 
he declared: "My real program of government 
is not to do my will, not to follow my ideas, 
but, with the whole Church, to dispose myself 
to listen to the Word and the will of the Lord, 
to let myself be guided by him, in such a way 
that it may be he himself who guides the 
Church in this hour of our history." Tbis, then, 
is the message I wish to send to the CLC • 



CLC COMMON MISSION 

What Do We Mean l?J It? 

A
sk a CLC member what mission 

means or implies and the usual re­

sponse will be in terms of some spe­

cific actions he or she is doing. Mission will 

often be explained in terms of concrete ges­

tures of service done in the spirit of Christ-like 

love. But there is a broader, deeper and much 

richer sense of mission spoken of in CLC doc­

uments, a sense that complements the under­

standing of our personal mission and puts it in 

the context of Jesus' teachings on the King­

dom or Reign of God and St. Ignatius' medita­

tion on the Kingdom. It is absolutely vital for 

the spiritual development and maturation of us 

CLC members that we have a good "feel" for 

and consciousness of this broader sense of 

m1ss1on. 

Not to see this leaves our groups being simply 

communities of apostles, groups of individuals 

doing different things, all of which can be spir­

itually significant but little more than that. The 

various world Assemblies of CLC, especially 

the one in Nairobi, Kenya in 2003, have un­

derscored the fact of CLC being engaged in a 

mission common to all of its members. To this 

end the Nairobi gathering asked all CLC, be­

ginning with the local groups, to modify our 

way of conducting our meetings; so that our 

way of sharing, of being together, and ofliving 

out mission would use the four-step process 

of: 

1. Discerning 

2. Sending 

3. Supporting and 

4. Evaluating. 

World CLC names these four steps "corner­

stones" of the specific identity of CLC in our 

Common Mission. World CLC understands 

all levels, from local to interna­

tional meetings, to be the way in 

which the Spirit of the Risen 

Christ will transform us all into 

becoming one apostolic com­

munity (a World Community at 

the Service of one world, as the 

1979 World General Assembly 

in Rome said; One world com­

munity on mission "to bring 

about justice," as the 
Fr. Bernard Owens SJ 

1982 World General 

Assembly in Provi­

dence, R.I. said; an 

international commu­

nity "at the service of 

the Kingdom, to go 

out and bear fruit," as 

the 1990 World Gen-

eral Assembly m 

Guadalajara, Mexico 

said; and An apostolic 

community or "letter 

from Christ, written 

by the Spirit, sent to 

today's world," as the 

1998 World General 

Assembly in Itaici, 

Brazil said.) 

The critical piece m 

this new emphasis is a 

hoped-for growing 
sense of our common 

mission, which will 

come through our 

sharing responsibili­
ty for the mission 
each member of the 
group has received 
from the Spirit of 

Fr. Bernie Owens has been a Jesuit 
since 1959 and Ecclesiastical Assis­
tant for the Nick Rieman-Great Lakes 
Region of CLC in the USA since 
1992. 

In the early 1980s, he wrote a disser­
tation for his PhD degree in Christian 
Spirituality at the Graduate Theologi­
cal Union in Berkeley, CA.; a socio­
logically based study of the lay adult 
members of the CL Cs in the USA and 
their lived Spirituality . 

From 1981 until 1994, he taught the­
ology and Christian Spirituality at the 
University of Detroit Mercy, led a 
Spirituality center there from 1988 
until 1994, and then moved to Manre­
sa Jesuit Retreat House in a suburb 
of Detroit, Michigan. Since then, 
Bernie has co-led a two year ministry 
training program called Internship in 
lgnatian Spirituality and led a reading 
seminar on great books in Christian 
Spirituality. 

Besides leading a few individually di­
rected retreats, 19 annotation re­
treats, discernment workshops for 
diocesan seminarians, leading pil­
grimages and providing some individ­
ual spiritual direction, Bernie loves to 
work his 45' by 45' garden for vegeta­
bles and flowers plus his berry and 
rhubarb patches. Occasionally he 
bikes, cross-country skis and swims. 

this way of proceeding in CLC gatherings at the Risen Jesus. 
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What, then, is the mission common to us all in 
CLC? Do we have a sense of what is the com­
mon thread in all our actions, in the way we 
are in the world that together constitutes the 
One Mission we are serving in the Name of Je­
sus? The four-step way of proceeding in our 

The four .. step 
way of proceed .. 
ing in our CLC 

meetings with its 
concrete ways of 
sharing responsi .. 

bility for the 
mission of each 
member is sup .. 

posed to give us 
an · a sense, an 

intuitive "feel" 
for this One 

Mission com .. 
mon to us all 

CLC meetings with its 
concrete ways of sharing 
responsibility for the mis­
sion of each member is 
supposed to give us all a 
sense, an intuitive "feel" 
for this One Mission com­
mon to us all. My convic­
tion is that this four-step 
process will be very im­
portant for our growth, but 
something additional is 
needed to come to this 
consciousness, something 
more than just our experi­
encing in community dis­
cerning, sending, support­
ing and evaluating. I be­
lieve it will make a major 
difference in our on-going 
formation as men and 
women trying to live lgna­
tian spirituality and partic-
ularly in our trying to be 
open to the Holy Spirit 

making us into one Apostolic Community if 
we pray intently over and study/discuss with 
each other what the Kingdom is, according to 
Jesus, and how the Beatitudes are descriptions 
of attitudes of those who are in the Kingdom, 
the center-piece of Jesus ' mission. 

What I offer, then, is material ~or study, medi­
tation, contemplative prayer and community 
sharing. To probe this material is to enter the 
Heart of Jesus, to find in that sacred place the 
focus of much of what He longs for us to 

know: namely, to experience as His sisters and 
brothers the joy of friendship while we share 
with Him the work of carrying out the one 
mission Abba Father gave Him: the building 
of the Kingdom of God, with its beginnings 
being realized here on earth. 

We have to encourage each other toward 
study, prayer and community sharing so that 
together we will grow into this vision of there 
being one mission and one community at the 
service of this slowly emerging reality, the 
Kingdom of God. It will be to see globally, 
even cosmicly, the way St. Paul saw, the way 
Teilhard de Chardin saw, the way Jesus saw. It 
will be to see as God sees and to begin to feel 
as God feels; it will be to take on the Heart of 
God and be blessed with the intimations of no 
longer being just our own self but to experi­
ence what St. Paul said in Galatians 2:20, "1 
live, no longer I, but Christ in me". This vision 
fostered in our membership will assure our 
growing into being contemplatives in action, 
with an habitual sense of our being one apos­
tolic community. 

Meditation on the Common 
Mission of CLC 

1. Make an act of presence, centering on 
Jesus, intent in how lovingly He looks 
on you. 

2. Context or Composition of Place: 
Moving from being communities of 
apostles to becoming an apostolic 
community; Projects #120 and the 
Nairobi World General Assembly Rec­
ommendations 

3. Grace to be asked for: I will ask that 
the Holy Spirit bless me with a deeper 
knowledge and understanding of .the 

· mission of Christ Jesus; also to under-



stand better my own individual call 
and mission IN THE CONTEXT OF 
this all-encompassing mission; and 
then, with trust and love to follow Je­
sus in sharing the work and friend­
ship, the joys and struggles involved in 
fulfilling this one and only mission: 
helping to bring forth the Kingdom of 
God. 

Now, in the presence of the Spirit of the Risen 
Christ 

1. Read prayerfully, reflectively the page 
listing the four key characteristics of 
the Kingdom of God and then the three 
pages that list the eight beatitudes as 
qualities of the kind of community that 
reflects what the kingdom, in a begin­
ning sense, looks like. 

2. Then list the activities of your day, the 
work you are paid for, the favors you 
do, the hobbies you engage in, the 
ways you relax, the services you do for 
free , the TV and newspapers you con­
sult, anything related to eating, pray­
ing, communicating, verbal sharing, 
also the things/events that "happen" to 
you, that are "put on" you, responsibil-

ities you have, etc. Make this in the 
form of a list or column. 

3. After many of these items you have list­
ed, jot whatever from the list of King­
dom characteristics and beatitude-values 
those characteristics and values your 
time and efforts help realize. In what 
ways are your daily life and specific ac­
tions and happenings expressive of your 
mission and your part of realizing the 
mission of Christ to bring forth the 
Kingdom, initially here on earth and ful­
ly in heaven? In what ways do you better 
appreciate how the CLC group you be­
long to serves this one mission and has 
the vision of this global, cosmic vision? 

4. As you finish this listing and reflecting 
on kingdom values being realized in 
your efforts, give thanks for any bless­
ing or grace received, and note where 
you perhaps need conversion of under­
standing and choice to live better your 
own mission. Ask, as well, for a con­
version of understanding of how the 
CLC group(s) you are part of are or 
can become an apostolic community. 

Conclude with an Our Father. 

., 
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Characteristics of the Kingdom and the Anti-KINGDOM 

The Anti-Kingdom: Society Structured according to 
the Values of Satan 

1. Accumulate money and possessions as a primary 
goal of life and career choices. Riches are seen as a 
means of security. 

So ... RICHES versus SIMPLICITY OF LIFESTYLE 

2. Seek prestige and status based on personal achieve­
ments, family reputation, wealth, etc. 

The Kingdom of God: Society Structured according to 
the Values of Jesus 

1. Live with a spirit of simplicity regarding money and 
possessions; being ready to share because people are 
the center of my life, not things or my own self. 

2. Being free from insecure fears, from the need to feel 
superior to others. This means becoming "as a child" in 
the sense that Jesus means being as a child where one's 
sense of personal worth is rooted in his/her being loved 
and accepted by God and other people 

So ... HONOR and PRIDE versus TRUTHFULNESS AND HUMILITY 

3. Foster human relationships, friendships, social and 
business contacts that are exclusive and discriminato­
ry; being prejudiced for various reasons: national, eth­
nic, religious. racial, sexual, age-groupings. Exclu­
sivism. 'We" versus "They" ways of relating. 

3. Being all inclusive; living out of the conviction that 
a universal brotherhood and sisterhood is the only form 
of community worthy of God's people: no 'We" versus 
"They" spirit, no outsider and no intended exclusion of 
an enemy. 

So ... PRIDE versus TRUTHFULNESS, MERCY and FORGNENESS 

4. Use power in a dominating way; assert my own 
sense of prestige, status, and exclusive importance by 
carrying out my responsibilities and using what- ever 
authority I have in a dominating, maybe even a harsh, 
oppressive way. 

4. Because God and people are the center of my life, I 
carry out responsibility and authority in a way that 
serves the freedom of others (thereby helping to bring 
about the kind of community Jesus calls the Kingdom 
of God.) The power I have serves to foster the values 
of #1 - #3 in this right-band column. 

So ... PRIDE, MAINTAINING the STATUS QUO versus HUMILITY and LOVE through SERVICE 

NOTE: It is God who brings about the Kingdom. God is the power that brings about the transformation of human 
hearts that leads to structural, social changes, to a more just society. 

Yet, God has so chosen in His divine freedom to depend on us for the coming of this Kingdom, this way for us to· 
live together. There is in us a power (God's own Self) that we can choose or not choose to bring to our families , 
cities, nation, church and world. To release that power from our hearts is what we call faith; to hold it back is called 
fear. The primary expressions of faith are listed in the right-hand column. It is especially compassion, forgiveness 
or mercy leading to healing that brings this transforming power of God to human societies • 

Bernard Owens SJ 



The Richness of CLC 

A
lthough the crowd made it impossible 
to see the paralytic of Capernaum, 
and his friends had to lower him 

through the roof, Jesus said to him: Arise take 
up your bed and walk. (Mk 2: 11 ). 

Do I believe? Do I believe that Jesus could tru-

see and above all to see beyond the 
ordinary, to see the enlightened re- , 
ality? Do I believe this? Do I be­
lieve enough to follow him, to un­
derstand and to have a better view 
of reality? 

ly heal this paralytic? Free him from his lim- Conversion lived by Ignatius of 
its? Enable him to walk again? Loyola over 500 years ago led to 

Jesus asked the two blind men of Jericho: 
What do you want me to do for you? Touched 
by their faith and moved with pity (He) 
touched their eyes. Immediately they recov­
ered their sight... and followed him. (Matt. 
20:32,34). 

Do I believe? Do I believe that Jesus could 
make them see again? Is it necessary to look at 
the reality, the other reality, the enlightened re­
ality ... to follow him? 

Do I believe that Jesus was the Son of God so 
awaited since Abraham (Isa 42:1-7) cited in 
the Prayer of the Church on January 9, 2005? 
The One of whom it is said: The Spirit of the · 
Lord is upon me because He has anointed me 
to bring glad tidings to the poor, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, recovery of sight to the 
blind, to release prisoners, to announce a year 
of favor from the Lord. (Luke 4: 18) 

Do I believe? 

Can Jesus help me in my life journey? Can He 
enable me to start again? Can He help me to 

faith in Jesus, the Christ, the Son of 
God, whose Word is active since 
the creation of the world until the 
healing of all. Convalescing after 

Dominique Cyr 

his terrible accident in the war, Ignatius dis­
covered the tenderness and the grandeur of 
God's love for him. His process of frequenting 
this God of love radically changed Ignatius 
and touched him so deeply that he wanted to 
share this experience. With time and the re­
peated requests of his companions, he decided 
to write in order to share and to better accom­
pany other persons in this journey. Thus was 
born the Spiritual Exercises, which became 
the riches of CLC and the heart of its identity. 

It is not surprising therefore that our national, 
regional and international meetings I, as well 
as our publications2, place an emphasis on the 
Spiritual Exercises. In fact, the Spiritual Exer­
cises with personal accompaniment allow us 
not only to discover CLC as a vocation but al­
so to sustain us along the resulting journey. In 
this way, the national communities have the 
respon.sibility - thanks to the appropriate struc­
tures such as the formation teams - to lead 
CLC members to experience the Spiritual Ex-

I A workshop was held in September 2002 on the Spiritual Exercises during the North American Assembly at 
Guelph in Ontario which brought together communities from Canada and the United States. During the World 
Assembly in Nairobi 03, there was a question of how the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises are the specific richness 
of CLC, referring above all to the General Principles of CLC #36. 
2 The General Principles of CLC #36 and #38-39, The Mission of CLC #41, The CLC Charism #56. Also in the 
CLC Questionnaire 2004 and Projects #128, November 2004. 
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ercises. To be a member of a Christian Life 
Community requires that "we consider the 
Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius as the 
specific source of and the characteristic instru­
ment of our spirituality." (Supplement #36, 
G.P. #5) The CLC is more than a simple group 
following the lgnatian Spirituality: there are 
many of these. CLC offers the Ignatian Spiri­
tual Exercises, this inestimable tool, as a 
means of living as Christians in the following 
of Christ, to serve as best possible the coming 
of the Kingdom of God. This permits us to lis­
ten to the call of Christ, to discover our per-

sonal mission, to evaluate it regularly, and to 
work with others for the humanization of our 
planet. 

For us, members of CLC, the Spiritual Exer­
cises are not an optional experience to take or 
leave, or one that we can relegate to the attic 
after making them3. 

To live the process of the Spiritual Exercises is 
a privileged way ofreally discovering our par­
ticular identity, our authentic place in the heart 
of God. Through this, we grasp our proper 
role, our personal mission in and for the event 
of the Kingdom of the Father among the mil­
lions of excellent humanitarian actions to be 
done on Earth. To live the Ignatian election 
and to harmonize our lives with such an elec­
tion, permits us to live more peacefully, happy, 
with energy, and respecting our own limits. It 
is for his greater glory that God wants each of 
us to be happy and fully alive. 

Mary our mother said "yes" to the request of 
God (Luke 1 :26-38). This Word was active to 
the point of giving birth to He who became 
Christ, the Savior. Through her prayers and 
because she held all these things in her heart 
(John 2: 19), she was able to act in his time 
(The wedding of Cana, John 2:3-5) and be the 
support and strength for the apostles after the 
death of Jesus (John 29:26-27) and after his 
resurrection (Acts 1: 14). Her faith in the prom­
ise and the Word of God and her compliance 
with it are an example for following Christ. 

It is impossible for us to speak of Love for oth­
ers if we have never experienced the love of 
God in all its dimensions within ourselves. (Fr. 
Yvon Samson, o.ss.t.. .. "A Personal Word" 
Evangelization 2000, January 2005)4. 

3 Progressio Supplement #56, December 2001 , taken up again in Projects# 128 of November 2004. 
4 Canadian Religious Television Broadcast (TVA Network) in Canada, St. Pierre and Miquelon and Tahiti 



Do I believe that Jesus healed humanity 2000 
years ago? Do I believe that He has continued 
to do it in the world since his resurrection? Do 
I believe that He could do it for me now? The 
CLC offers a means par excellence to be 
healed, liberated, put back on the right path, 
with a vision of reality enlightened by the 
God-Trinity's love for his creation at the sum­
mit of which he chose to place human beings 
as co-creators. "Lord you wanted to take on 
our humanity to transform it and we lack the 
strength and courage. Lord have mercy on us." 

(Prayer of the Church, January 2, 20055). 

Pope John Paul II desires that this year 2005 
be the International Year of Peace. Let us draw 
near to the Prince of Peace through the Exer­
cises. This year is also the Year of the Eu­
charist, the sacrament par excellence for nour­
ishing the experience of the Ignatian Spiritual 
Exercises. May we become more and more 
visible and credible witnesses of God's love 
manifested in the incarnation of the Son, sus­
tained and enlightened by the Spirit's action in 
the life of each person who is converted • 

Dominic Cyr 
CLC French Canada 

5 Editions Novalis, University of St. Paul, Ottawa, Canada. 
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A Letter frotn Peru 

Dear CLC members of the Latin American 
National Councils!: 

After more than a year since the World Assem­
bly in Nairobi, the CLC Peruvian Executive 
Council would like to share some reflections 
on our way of proceeding in the Latin Ameri­

can CLC. 

Many of you were present in this Assembly 
(July-August 2003) and remember that, as a 
Latin American community, we talked about 

Peruvian National ExCo: Franklin Ibanez, 

Pilar Romani, Guillermo Valera, Jairo Rivas 

and Carmen de los Rios 

our organization. We decided to form two sub­
regions (North and South) to improve our 
communication and, after some months, to 
consider a possible meeting of National Coun­
cils. Concerning this matter, we would like to 
comment upon some limitations and advances 
concerning our integration; in addition, we 
will offer some proposals. 

Our e-group cvxla-subregionsur@gruposya­
hoo.com has begun to be used2. We have taken 
advantage of it especially to exchange greet­
ings and general information. As shown below 
we have had some valuable dialogues: 

- After a tragic fire in Paraguay (July 2004), 

deep reflections and some gestures of effective 
solidarity circulated by e-mail. 
- CLC Venezuela shared its participation, 
questions and hopes during the complicated 
electoral process (in which the Venezuelan 
people decided to confirm President Chavez in 
his post). 
- CLC Ecuador and CLC Peru took some steps 
toward a real international integration: they 
shared apostolic tasks (Peruvian CLCers as 
volunteers in Guayaquil), Spiritual Exercises, 
and several visits during 2003 and 2004. 
- We also have shared information concerning 
National Assemblies in Chile and Brazil, and 
encounters. We have also shared some docu­
ments. 

We have asked ourselves if what we are shar­
ing is significant. Perhaps it is little compared 
with all that we have lived. We probably could 
take better advantage of our e group. For ex­
ample, we felt the absence of messages about 
national processes (this was one of the main 
objectives), including the ways in which we 
are trying to implement the task received in 
Nairobi; to help our national communities and 
the Latin American region to grow as an apos­
tolic body. 

I This article is an adaptation, in February 2005, of a letter sent by the Peruvian ExCo to Latin American Na­
tional Councils in September 2004. Mutatis mutandis, reflections made in this article might interest other CLC 
Regions 
2 Some of this news also circulates by the e-group cvxla.magis2@grupos.com.br, created by the Program of 
Formation Magis II. 



Perhaps, as National Councils, we should as­
sume more initiatives and protagonism, and 
not overload the sub- regional coordinators. 

These reflections are meant to stim-
ulate dialogue: How are we growing 
in our integration as a Latin Ameri­
can apostolic body? How are we 
taking advantage of our electronic 
group? We also want to propose, as 
examples, some topics that could be 
treated and to initiate a dialogue on 
them. 

Integration - Communi­
cation 

CLC Ecuador and CLC Peru are liv­
ing a very important process of kin­
ship. We have shared in the follow-
mg ways: 

Apostolate: Several Peruvian CLCs participat­
ed in a voluntary service in Guayaquil, 
Ecuador (February 2004) organized by 
SIGVOL (CLC Ecuador's NGO) 

Spiritual Exercises: In Chiclayo, Peru (August 
2004), most participants were Peruvian but al­
so there were Ecuadorian, and the director was 
Francisco Robalino (CLC Ecuador, sub-re­
gional coordinator for the Mission). 

Several visits: Peruvians CLCers have partici­
pated in a CLC Guayaquil Assembly, and 
Ecuadorian CLCers have done the same in 
meetings organized by CLC Peru in Piura and 
Chiclayo. In addition, a Peruvian group was in 
Ecuador to participate in the Magis Program. 
What we are learning and how we are growing 
through this special bond that was born spon­
taneously is a gift of God! We invite other na-

tional communities to promote similar interna­
tional experiences or to share with us their ex­
periences on the matter. 

Peruvian CLC Members 

Formation - Spirituality 

Many of us participated in the Magis Program 
(July 2004). It has deepened our formation and 
promoted our integration. Now, we are called 
upon to follow up this program and share its 
fruits with our national communities. 

Ada Cabrera (CLC Paraguay) has shared sev­
eral times concerning the formation of CLC 
guides. She realized consultations on national 
communities ' processes of growth with re­
gards to CLC identity. These subjects are good 
opportunities to interchange materials and ex­
penences. 

In Chile, a new Mini-Manila encounter took 
place ·in January of 2005. Such encounters 
have always been very significant as a way to 
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integrate young CLC members from several 
countries by means of the Spiritual Exercises 
and joint formation programs. 

During the past two years CLC Cana (Madrid, 
Spain) has been economically supporting 
some activities for the formation of the Peru­
vian community. We invite interchange how 

We have grown 
much, but we are 

called to grow 
more in the love of 

God for the good of 
our peoples and 

communities 

others CLCs ob-
tained financial re­
sources. Further­
more, economic sol­
idarity with the for­
mation and other ac­
tivities can be an ex­
cellent opportunity 
to grow as a univer­
sal community. 

Many national com-
munities have well 

developed processes of formation that we 
could use, trying to not duplicate efforts that 
already are being undertaken. 

Mission 

SIGVOL (CLC Ecuador) is supporting the 
consolidation of SERVO (Paraguay). Both 

NGOs (national CLC apostolic works) are 
dedicated to promoting voluntary service. 
Might we be able to think in terms of a similar 
service on a bigger scale? SIGVOL has pro­
posed something concrete for February of 
2005. 

Ten CLC members from six countries partici­
pated in the Social Forum of the Americas 
(Quito, Ecuador, 2004). They elaborated a re­
port including recommendations for the ExCo. 
It would be good to share this report. Perhaps 
we could speak of our presence in the last So­
cial Forum (Porto Alegre, Brazil, January, 
2005). The magnitude and importance of the 
global and continental problems require our 
presence in those forums as a national and in­
ternational apostolic body. 

We have grown much, but we are called to 
grow more in the love of God for the good of 
our peoples and communities. We hope to 
have initiated dialogue by means of these re­
flections. 

We pray for you all • 

Jairo, Guillermo, Carmen, Pilar, 

Franklin and Javier sj. 

CLC Peru National Executive Council 



CLC DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: 

Our W cry since Nairobi 

I
n this article we would like to offer you the 
most outstanding stages of the way that 
has been followed by our Community 

since the last General Assembly of Nairobi in 
2003. We sincerely hope that the experiences 
which, in all humility we will share with you 
below, may be of use to other national com­
munities. When we returned form Nairobi, so 
keen to put all we had lived through there into 
action, we set about forming a work plan 
which would serve as our guide along the way. 
Although we prepare an annual work plan, we 
have to present it and approve it at the Nation­
al General Assembly which is held each year. 
The work plans of 2004 and 2005 have no sig­
nificant differences and for this reason we will 

ercises and with the Grace of God, 
some lay persons will come forth 
in communities whose mission will 
let put them in the path of those 
who are working to bring about 
the changes which are needed to 
deal with the profound needs of 
our country. With this spirituality 
we will be able to take part in the 
evangelising work of our Church. 

The second line of action ap-

Mario Berges 

proved by our National Community was that 
of apostolate and justice as we quote textually 
below: 

refer to a single work plan which covers the Line of service and justice: All members of 
two periods. CLC are called to make a special commitment 

Two Lines of Action 

Our National Community, after a communal 
discernment process which was carried out be­
tween the months of April and June of 2002 
and in which all the groups took part, identi­
fied two lines of action which were a response 
to the reality of our Dominican society from 
our CLC Charism and Ignatian Spirituality 
perspective. 

Those two lines of action offered our National 
Community the possibility of journeying to­
wards a common mission as a single apostolic 
body. In this regard, we presented to the Na­
tional Community the line of Spirituality and 
Faith, which we quote below: 

Line of Spirituality and Faith: CLC is called to 
form lay men and women who are able to ac­
company other lay persons in the Spiritual Ex­
ercises. As a result of the experience of the Ex-

in favour of the poor in those projects where 
the poor themselves are the protagonists in an 
effort to promote their own needs and aspira­
tions. We believe that those projects which 
have to do with the family, education and 
health should have priority. Our special pref­
erential option for the poor does not exclude 
any sector and springs from the Good News of 
Jesus of Nazareth. 

With these two lines of action as our points of 
reference, we set out, on our return from 
Nairobi, to put together a work plan for our 
National Community which would reflect 
what had been lived out in Nairobi and the 
subsequent recommendations. We put together 
the work plan outlining objectives in the area 
of organisation, formation, spirituality, aposto­
late and finances. The activities which were 
set out in the plan had a general aim as the 
'slogan' of the work plan, namely that of 
achieving a National Community which was 
lively, united and which had received a good 
formation. 
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Area of Organisation 

With regard to organisation, two processes 
which we had established in the work plan and 
which we were able to carry out with great 
success should be highlighted - the 'Link 
Meeting' and the 'Community Debate'. 

The 'Link Meeting' is a base community 
meeting in which a member of the National 
Executive Committee takes part and this 

The 'Link Meeting' 
is a base community 

meeting in which a 
member of the Na .. 

tional Executive 
Committee takes 

part and this serves 
to maintain and 

strengthen the ties 
between the base 

community and the 
National Executive 

Committee 

serves to maintain 
and strengthen 
the ties between 
the base commu­
nity and the Na­
tional Executive 
Committee. 

The 'Link Meet­
ing' commences 
with a time of 
silent prayer. Im­
mediately after 
this, but keeping 
the prayerful at­
mosphere, infor­
mation from the 
National execu­
tive Committee is 
passed to the base 
community and 

vice versa - information is passed from the 
base community to the Executive Committee. 
This information in its two directions has two 
dimensions: 

~ Objective information about how the 
base community and the Executive 
Community are doing in the areas of or­
ganisation, formation, spirituality, apos­
tolate and finances; it also mentions dif-

ficulties that might have arisen and what 
the future looks like. 

~ Information from the subjective dimen­
sion of the Spirit: where is the Spirit 
moving us and to what do we feel we are 
being called. 

Each base community has two 'Link Meet­
ings' per year. 

The 'Link Meeting' has proved to be a unify­
ing instrument and one which generates a 
leadership which is able to enliven the entire 
National Community. The flow of information 
between the Executive Committee and the 
base community is a very rich source of expe­
riences and guidelines which help us in the 
process of discerning God's will in our lives. 

The second process which we deal with in the 
area of organisation and which we would like to 
highlight is that of 'Community Debate'. Twice 
a year a national topical question is proposed 
for discussion in all the base communities. As a 
follow-up to this a discussion session, a seminar 
or a debate is organised in which all the base 
communities participate and a speaker who is 
experienced in the area may also take part. 

This makes us stay close to day-to-day reality 
and to search for God's will at every moment 
and follow it. 

The year 2004 was a year of national elections 
in our country and it was also a year of great 
economic crisis. Within this framework, we 
had a community debate which had as its 
theme 'The Crisis of the Dominican Econom.y; 
The Challenges which the New Government 
Must Face'. On that occasion, we invited an 
experienced speaker on that topic and we had 
a very useful debate. 



Formation 

As far as formation is concerned, our work 

plan proposes the preparation of a basic for­

mation programme for the entire National 

Community. In this formation plan, a process 

which will provide initial formation for new 

communities should be highlighted but we 

have also suggested to the already existing 

communities the time to put this into opera­

tion. When a community is in its initial stages, 

it receives four sessions of a formation pro­

gramme which has been set up using Power 

Point and this makes it attractive and easy to 

follow. 

1. Saint Ignatius of Loyola 

2. The CLC Chari"sm 

3. The CLC Lifestyle 

4. Discernment 

Spirituality 

'The Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius are 

the very best of Ignatian Spirituality, a gift of 

Our Lord to His Church, approved by Popes, 

appreciated by our Bishops, of proven fruits 

and point of encounter of all Ignatian peo­

ple ... ' 

This is how our work plan begins with regard to 

spirituality, highlighting the importance which 

the Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius have 

for us. To be consistent with this degree of im­
portance and turning for support to the Society 

of Jesus, we offer the Spiritual Exercises 

throughout the year in their different forms: 

Each presentation lasts for 

about 30 to 40 minutes and 

then there is a time for debate 

and questions about what has 

been shown. The entire ses­

sion lasts for no more than one 

hour and a half and the pro­

gramme is completed in four 

consecutive sessions.. with one 

session per week. This process 

CLC Dominican Republic National Assembly 2005 

guarantees that those who wish to form a new 

community start on their way with clear ideas 

about CLC Spirituality, Charism and way of 

life. 

These Power Point presentations can be down­

loaded from Internet from the web page 

http: //www.cvx-rd.org/Pagina%20forma= 

cion.htm 

Two cycles of the Spiritual Exercises in 
Daily Life - one from February to May 
and another from September to Decem­
ber. 
Each year in June we offer the Spiritual 
Exercises in 8 days. 
Finally we offer three weekend retreats -
one in April, another in October and an­
other in August for youth. 
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Also in the area of spirituality, we should men-

tion a process which we put into practice in 

2004 and which we call 'Prayer Night'. This is 2. 

a special meeting which takes place in the late 

evening or early night and it deals with how to 

we might be able to work on behalf of 

the most needy. 
To identify projects which already exist 

and which might benefit from the col­

laboration of some of our communities. 

To obtain a true knowledge of the mis­
sions in which the various communities 

are engaged and how these could best 

give support to each other. 

pray using the Scriptures. After explanations 3. 
have been given, those participating have the 

opportunity of about 30 minutes of personal 

prayer/Ignatian prayer in silence: at the end of 

this time of personal prayer they evaluate this 
prayer asking themselves, 'What did I feel?' 

'What did I discover?' 'To what do I feel 

called?' 

a) To create 'The CLC Mission Bul­

letin ' to spread information to all 

the communities about all the vari­

ous activities which are being car­

ried out. 

When both the personal prayer and the evalua- 4. 

tion are over, those present come back togeth-

To establish a mechanism which will en­
sure an effective participation of our 

communities in the event of any crisis at 

a national level. 

er and they share their experiences - if they so 

wish. We have also run these Prayer Nights 

with great success in schools and amongst par-

Elections of New ExCo 

ents, for example, and these in turn have 
brought about the founding · of new CLC 

groups. 

Apostolate and Justice 

In the field of Apostolate and Justice, we have 
directed our efforts to the following: 

1. To identify specific areas of need where 

It is appropriate to point out that our National 

Community has been very active in defending 

the line taken by our Bishops which has been 

expressed in pastoral letters; this concerns the 
appalling situation of social, moral and eco­
nomic deterioration which we have·been expe­

riencing and from which we have not as yet 

emerged. 

Finances 

In the area of Finances, our work plan has 
been limited to the establishing of means to se­

cure financial autonomy, ensuring that the 
communities assume their financial commit­

ments with a sense of maturity. 

It should be noted that in the forming of the 
work plan, the base communities were clearly 
and definitively against the possibility of re­
ceiving government funds through a funding 
programme for NGOs which the 'Dominican 

government employs. The base communities 



argued that there are other endeavours which 
have greater needs and, in addition, if such 
funds had been accepted, freedom of action 
could, in some way, have been curtailed. 

We have given you a brief overview of some 
of the salient points of our work plan and we 
have also indicated some of the major points in 
our journey since the General Assembly of 
Nairobi. All that now remains for us to do is to 
mention that in February of this year (2005), 
we had our own General Assembly during 
which the new members of the National Exec­
utive Committee were elected for the next two 
years. 

Another special feature of that February Gen­
eral Assembly was that approval was given to 
call the Committee which, up to that time had 
been known as the Executive Committee, the 
'The Santa Maria of the Annunciation Com­
munity'. So last February, members of 'The 

----

Santa Maria of the Annunciation Community' 
were elected and these are Alexis Mercedes, 
Maria Esther Valiente, Antonio Rodriguez, 
Rosa Pichardo, Camila Redman, Maria Isabel 
Pou and Quilvio Cabral. 

We now have a presence in Santo Domingo, 
Santiago and Dajabon. The Ecclesiastical As­
sistant for Santo Domingo is Fr. Manuel Maza, 
S.J., and for Santiago and Dajabon the Eccle­
siastical Assistant is Fr. Prudencio Pina, S.J.; 
this team of men and women have, from the 
time of their election and for the next two 
years, the responsibility to help us all to find 
the will of God in our lives so that in all things 
we may love and serve. • 

Mario Berges 
Past President of 'The Santa Maria of the 

Annunciation Community ' 
CLC Dominican Republic 
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34 World Youth Day 2005 

''We have ~ome to worship himJJ 
(M.t 2:2) 

xx. 
Weltjugendtag 

Koln 2005 
[ 'magi s ] 

T
his word is the motto of the World 
Youth Day 2005 which will be held Au-

gust 15th_21 st in Cologne (Germany). 
Around 1 million young Christians between 
the ages of 16 and 30 are expected to partici­
pate. The church in Germany prepares itself to 
welcome guests from all over the world in its 

Sabine Krienen, 
completed studies 
in theology and 
psychology and 
has been a mem­
ber of CLC Ger­
many since 2001 . 
She has been 
working for young 
adults since 2003. 

dioceses during the days of prepara­
tion. The Jesuits as well as the CLC 
and the entire Ignatian family offer 
days of preparation. The ['magis] ­
project is a combination of pilgrim­
age and group retreat (spiritual exer­
cises in a group): 3000 youth and 
young adults from over 40 countries 
and languages will be split up into 
100 international groups for a week 
(August 8-15, 2005). 

The name of the project ['magis] refers to the 
desire to live more closely with God, and to 
get to know him more intimately. 

The Holy Father points out in his message to 
the Youth of the world on the occasion of the 

20th World Youth Day: "It is important, my 
dear friends, to learn to observe the signs with 
which God is calling and guiding us". 

The Ignatian experiment' are meant to be a 
practise to learn the language of the signs of 
God. They pick up the essential points oflgna­
tian Spirituality: Experience - reflective 
prayer - looking ahead. The experiences made 
possible by the [' magis]-experiment, are how 
to deal with cultural boundaries, language lim­
itations and the challenges of the group. 

The participants in ['magis] will evaluate their 
shared experiences in an Ignatian fashion, in 

order that spiritual fruit can be drawn from 
what is experienced: the experience of God. 
CLC members from all over Germany are en­
gaged in the ['magis]-project as experiment 
leaders. 

Following the experiments, all experiment 
groups will meet on Saturday, August 13th at 
the rocks of the Loreley, on the Rhine River, to 
spend the day together, to get to know the oth­
er participants of the Ignatian family and to 
celebrate mass. 

From the Loreley, our guests will travel by 
boat to Cologne, to take part in the main pro­
gram of the World Youth Day (August 15-21, 
2005). The Jesuits, jointly with the CLC, have 
established their meeting point and spiritual 
centre at St. Alban 's Church in the centre of 
Cologne. 

More information can be obtained from the 
following homepages: www.magis2005 .de 
and www.wyd2005.de. 

We invite young Christians between 18 and 30 
years of age, who are in contact with CLC or 
other Ignatian organizations and who are open 
for Ignatian experiences, to take part in the 
['magis ]-project. 

Above all, we would like to invite all of you to 
accompany the World Youth Day with your 
prayers and to pray the World Youth Day 
Prayer for all the young people who set out on 
this pilgrimage in search of God: "Lord, we 
pray: Bless the young people around the 
world. Reveal Yourself to those who are 
searching for You." • 

Sabine Krienen 
CLCGermany 

1 N. d. t. : Ignati.an Exper~ment: term tak~n fr~m th~ vocabulary of the Jesuit noviciat and freely resume by 
the fre~ch-speakmg orgamzers of the Project [ mag1s]; to designate the small program which will be pro­
posed m every group. 



Dong Hanh joins 
CLCUSA 

O
n the weekend of22-25 July, 2004, the 
Dong Hanh (Vietnamese Companion 
of Christ) members attended the Na­

tional Assembly of Christian Life Community 
of U.S.A (CLC USA) at Barry University, Mi­
ami, Florida. At this gathering, CLC USA for­
mally accepted the Dong Hanh movement into 
CLC in the presence of the world CLC Vice­
Ecclesiastical Assistant Fr. Alberto Brito, S.J., 
and the world CLC President Miss Daniela 
Frank. This was worth remembering for every­
one in Dong Hanh as it was a history-making 
event. 

The event of Dong Hanh joining the CLC 
USA has brought a new beginning and many 
changes in me. Beginnings and changes have 
sometimes been challenges that bring me to a 
standstill, and I have quickly found a hiding 
place within Dong Hanh. However, joining 
CLC has also been a call that helps me grow in 
the grace of God 

A New Beginning 

At the end of the Vietnam War, Vietnamese 
people lost faith in regaining their freedom 
and left their place of birth, their culture, with 
the hope of a new beginning. In the early 
1980s, the sharp increase of Vietnamese 
refugees settling in North America and Europe 
led to the establishment of the Dong Hanh 
Movement. To this present day, Dong Hanh 
still exists and functions within the Viet­
namese Catholic communities. Through Ig­
natius' Spiritual Exercises, many people re­
gained their faith, found peace and discovered 
new meaning for life in a new place. In the 
Dong Hanh groups, many of us saw, felt and 
experienced friendship in Christ. Many others 
grew to cherish and accepted the Dong Hanh 
way of life. 

For over twenty years, while living in the 
United States, I have served my brothers and 

sisters in a very familiar environ­
ment of Vietnamese culture and 
language. Like the apostles, 
though experienced fishermen, 
they often came back ashore with­
out a good catch. Joining CLC was 
an instance when God called me to 
open my eyes and venture outside 
of Dong Hanh, further into deeper 
waters, where he told me to cast 
my net out to CLC, a not so famil­
iar place, just like He told the 
apostles to cast 

Trung Pham 

their nets to the 
right side of their 
boat (John 21; 6). 
Maybe my fear 
of uncertainty 
and my inclina­
tion to cling on to 
my past success­
es caused my 
hesitation and the 
impulse to step 
back. I heard a 
whispering voice 

· within me, 
"Dong Hanh has 
a solid structure 
that provides a 
host of good 
services. Why do 
I have to try 
harder? Why do I 
have to let go of 
myself and leave 
my comfort zone 
(of my native 
tongue and cul­
ture) to share, 
contribute and 

Trung Pham was born in_ Vietnam 
and came to the United States in 
1980 as a "boat people" refugee. 
He has been with the Dong Hanh 
(Vietnamese Companion of Christ 
or VCCt) since 1981. Trung has 
served as a formation guide to 
many local Dong Hanh communi­
ties in Southern California since 
1984 and also as the Regional Co­
ordinator for the Southeast Region 
of Dong Hanh. Recently, Pham 
completed a three year training 
program to become a SEEL (Spiri­
tual Exercises in Everyday Life) di­
rector with the Seattle/Tacoma 
SEEL organization at Seattle Uni­
versity. Trung is now serving Dong 
Hanh as the Treasurer and Vice­
President of Dong Hanh. Profes­
sionally, Trung is a System Admin­
istrator of the Information Technol­
ogy Department of the Anaheim 
Union High School District. He 
lives in Westminster City in Orange 
County, California. 

collaborate with the brothers and sisters 
whom I have not met?" I also heard inviting 
words saying, "Isn't that enough that I seek 
God, follow Christ within Dong Hanh ? Why 
do I have to try harder? What is better for me 
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to embrace World CLC?" On the contrary, 
when I reflected back on the short history of 
Dong Hanh, I realized that many generations 
before me have bravely believed, trusted and 
allowed themselves to be led by God to an un­
clear destination in order for Dong Hanh to ex­
ist today, Mr. and Mrs. Ta Dae Cuong had tire­
lessly knocked on so many doors to find an 
Ecclesiastical Assistant to help the young 
adults of Vietnamese Catholic refugees. In the 
time period often years, Father Julian Elizalde 
S.J., had crisscrossed all over the United States 

Mlt\Ml 2004 

The Incorporation of VCCt into CLC USA 

and Canada despite snowy ice or the desert 
heat in order to bring the Spiritual Exercises to 
different Vietnamese Catholic settlements. So 
many men and women, clergy and religious, 
sacrificed their summer vacations each year to 
provide the Spiritual Exercises. In addition, 
many brothers and sisters continued to sacri­
fice to build Dong Hanh groups at local parish­
es so that I could have a Dong Hanh family. 
Today it is my tum to be called to continue on 
to a different unknown destination, so that 
God's grace may be channelled to my brothers 
and sisters of different nationalities, languages 
and cultures. After contemplating the short 
twenty-year history of Dong Hanh and the sig­
nificant 400 year history of CLC, I am very 

proud and will bravely receive the calling to 
continue the footsteps of those before me to 
step out of my comfort zone of Dong Hanh, 
ready to jump into the unknown destination 
where I know I must be humble, give more 
and strive further. 

I recognize my challenges, but with Christ by 
my side, I'm elated to emerge myself into the 
World CLC. 

The Calling to Open My Heart 

When I entered the World CLC family, I 
gained many brothers and sisters of different 
nationalities, languages and cultures. I gained 
brothers and sisters from Korea, Philippines, 
Cuba, Mexico, America, Canada, the United 
Kingdom, Germany and Austria, etc. All of my 
new brothers and sisters share a common 
Catholic faith and a CLC way of life originat­
ing from Ignatian ·Spirituality. We share a 
yearning to follow Jesus in our every day life. 
From now on, I will be able to journey togeth­
er with all my brothers and sisters in CLC 
through regional and national activities/gath­
enngs. 

My services are no longer limited within the 
Vietnamese Community. I am called to extend 
my arms, expand my heart, spread the love and 
connect with my brothers and sisters in CLC. 
This reflection brought me back to God's 
words, "For whoever does the will of my 
heavenly Father is my brother, and sister and 
mother." (Matthew 12;50) 

The Calling to Be Humble 

" ... no town or house divided against itself will 
stand." (Matthew 12:25) 

Christ also asked me to open my heart and get 
closer to other organizations in my local parish 



such as youth, Kairos, choir, the Eucharist Cru­
saders, Cursillo, etc. Perhaps not to find out 
what I can do for them, or what I can learn from 
them, but just to bridge the gap, to empathize, to 
create harmony and unity, to work together for 
building His Kingdom. Through the event of 
joining CLC, God reminded me to get closer to 
my Vietnamese brothers and sisters so that I can 
nurture my origins, my roots can reach deeper 
into the Vietnamese heritage in order to bear 
fruit for the Lord. Through the event of joining 
CLC, I also heard Him reminding me to support 
my Vietnamese brothers and sisters. 

The Calling to Social 
Justice 

"Give and gifts will be given to you 
[ ... ]"(Luke 6: 38) 

Upon joining the CLC, I also heard 
the calling to share the financial re­
sponsibility. When I first heard of 
it, I perceived it as a challenge and 
thought, "Why must I pay an addi­
tional $55 dollars to CLC USA an­
nually? What will I receive in re-
turn for contributing annually to 
the office of CLC USA?" Indeed, I 
received this calling as a burden in-
stead of as an opportunity to share the respon­
sibility as a matured citizen. In the past, the 
United States openly welcomed me-a 
refugee with neither fortune nor future- un­
conditionally, to share with me the inheritance 
of what its ancestors have fought and bled to 
build. I received freedom, peace and wealth. 

Today, I have an education, a good job, a 
steady future and, even more, convenience and 

luxury of which I had dreamt when first setting 
my feet on this land. Today, as a grown up son 
in a family, it is time for me to give a hand, to 
take on the responsibility like an adult. 

And finance is one of those responsibilities. 
Furthermore, after careful examination, I have 
gone from surprise to embarrassment because 
a large portion of the yearly fee is sent to the 
global office of the World CLC in Rome to 
help pay numerous expenses and especially to 
aid other CLC in poor Third World countries. 
So when donating the yearly fee, I am helping 

Offertory according to the Vietnamese Liturgy 

and sharing the responsibility with my CLC 
brothers and sisters in other countries. When I 
fully understood, I saw myself being called to 
start contributing to create social justice 
through sharing the financial responsibility 
with my brothers and sisters who are poor and 
in need in Sudan, Lebanon, Nairobi, Mexico 
and Cuba. In humility, I realized I have begun 
to accomplish social justice from this small 
contribution. 
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The Calling to Serve 

"Give them some food yourselves. " (Luke 
9:13) 

Christian Life Community originated from the 
Sodality of Mary forty years ago. The young 
members of yesteryear are retired or near re­
tirement. Decades ago, many people sacrificed 
and contributed to build Christian Life Com­
munity (CLC) so that we can be under the 

A Vietnamese statue of Our Lady 

same roof in harmony with them. When at­
tending the CLC USA Assembly of 2004 at 
Miami, Florida, I saw more elders than youth. 
In contrast, Dong Hanh consists of many gen­
erations-grandparents, parents, brothers and 
sisters as well as children who follow the 
Dong Hanh 's way of life. Dong Hanh focuses 
on serving family and the youth in order to 

maintain continuity. Many of us grew up in the 
era of modem technology, which enables us to 
be proficient and productive as we communi­
cate via e-mail, the internet and getting infor­
mation via web pages. I am called to con­
tribute these technical skills along with my ex­
perience in organizing Spiritual Exercise re­
treats, training and conferences. In serving my 
new brothers and sisters in CLC USA, I also 
heard God's call for me to share the beauty of 
the Vietnamese tradition and culture and my 
experience in incorporating the good values 
between two cultures. Through the calling of 
opening my heart to partnership, to learn and 
to serve, I further understand what Jesus 
taught his disciples when He said, "Give them 
some food yourselves." (Luke 9: 13) 

Back then the Apostles perceived Jesus ' invi­
tation to feed five thousand from five loaves of 
bread and two fish as a huge challenge. At last, 
all they had done was to contribute food and to 
collect the leftovers. Jesus took care of the 
most challenging task. 

Today, I am called to share with my new broth­
ers and sisters my experience of encountering 
and following Christ; to share my time, 
wealth, comfort, my personal convenience and 
my family, despite lacking skill in their lan­
guages and my unfamiliarity with their cul­
tures. It can be a huge challenge. But with God 
among us, I let Him remove those hurdles and 
follow His command. In addition, God also 
calls me to let others recognize His face 
through my own brokenness, mistakes, emo­
tional wounds, physical pains and all of the 
imperfections that are still within me. 

The event of Dong Hanh joining CLC is no 
longer an obstacle but a call for me • 

Trung Pham 



Meet the ExCo 

CLC - A life of 
invitations and changes 

G
uy has recently asked me to write an 
article about myself for Progressio . . 
This, I have to admit, is one of the 

more difficult things I can ever be asked to do, 
so, here I go. I am Maltese married to Rober­
ta and we have 2 little girls (Alison and 
Christina). In my professional life I am Head 
of IT (Information Technology) in a local fi­
nancial services group of companies. This 
means that my job brings me in close contact 
with the world of investments, profit and con­
sumerism. Trying to be a committed CLCer in 
this daily environment is far from easy and re­
quires a constant reminder of who I am and my 
beliefs. I am also a member of CLC Malta and 
a convinced member of the world community. 
My most recent involvement with the world 
community is serving as a member of the Ex­
Co from the Nairobi Assembly. 

My journey in CLC started many years ago 
with a very simple invitation from a friend to 
join a group of friends at a prayer meeting. 
Little did I know at the time where this invita­
tion was going to take me and how it was go­
ing to change me and my outlook to life. This 
simple invitation has had a radical effect on 
my life. It was the first major turning point in 
my young adult and adult life. At the time and 
for quite a number of years following this in­
vitation the highlight of the year was a month's 
experience with a group of other youths work­
ing with the Sisters of Mother Teresa in an area 
called La Kalsa (Palermo, Sicily) or with the 
Brothers of the Missionaries of Charity in No­
to (Siracusa, Sicily). At that time I did not re­
alise how profoundly these experiences were 
changing me and forming me. I came in close 
contact with people's real suffering, with soci­
ety's injustices and victims of crime. Accept­
ing the invitation year on year to go and live 
these experiences was making me more sensi­
tive to the real issues of the world. Then, in 
the spring of 1993 when I was already set up to 
go and spend another month in Noto I received 
another invitation that was going to open the 

doors to the international commu­
nity of CLC. I was invited to form 
part of a group of 10 young Mal­
tese CLCers who were going to 
Chantilly (Paris) for a European 
Youth CLC Meeting. On return­
ing home from this Youth Meeting 
I was asked to become the Maltese 
CLC Eurolink. The role of a Eu­
ro link is described in what is to­
day known as the "European CLC 
Operating Procedures". (These Chris Micallef 

can be found on the website 
www.clceurope.org.) The Eu-
rolinks meet every other year and this gave me 
the opportunity to start meeting other CLCers 
of much more experience than myself. I start­
ed living the life of the international CLC 
Community at first hand. 

At the time CLC Malta was also living a time 
of great faith. The Leadership Community of 
CLC Malta took a decision to invite and host 
the European Assembly in 1995. I think this 
was a leap of faith for the leadership and the 
Maltese National Community. The Assembly 
took place and more people in CLC Malta 
started to get involved with the international 
Community. More people realised that CLC 
Malta was part of a much larger and vibrant 
World Community. Then in 1996 I received 
another invitation. The Euroteam elected in 
Malta the year before asked if I was ready to 
accept being co-opted onto the Euroteam. Up 
to this point whether I accepted an invitation 
or not effected only myself but this time ac­
cepting the invitation was different. I was 4 
months away from my marriage and from now 
onwards accepting or declining an invitation 
would be a joint decision and not mine alone. 
After reflecting and praying on this decision 
we decided that I should accept the invitation 
given to me by the Euroteam. Working on the 
Euroteam brought me in close contact with the 
life of CLC in various countries in Europe. 
The life I saw energised me to be of greater 
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service to the national communities. Then, in 
1998 I was invited to participate in the World 
Assembly in Itaici as an observer of the Eu­
roteam. This Assembly was my · first experi­
ence of a CLC World Assembly. 

In 1999 I was nominated for the next Eu­
roteam elections. This time accepting the nom­
ination had a different meaning for me. It had 
to be a family decision since Roberta and I 
were expecting our first child, Alison. Work­
ing on the Euroteam at the service of the Euro-

Micallef family: Christina, Roberta, Alison and Chris 

pean National Communities and with the ex­
perience of Itaici I learnt how important the 
support of the family, my local and national 
community were in this work. I learnt also the 
importance of evaluating my work while keep­
ing all these aspects in mind because the next 
time I would accept an invitation I would ac­
cept it with the knowledge and lived experi­
ences of the past. 

My last invitation came in early 2003 when I 
received a few nominations for the ExCo. Ac-

. cepting this invitation was probably one of the 
more difficult ones. It was far from clear 
whether or not I should accept the nominations 
and this time I decided to involve the leader­
ship community of CLC Malta in this deci­
sion. I wanted this decision to be seen, felt and 
understood as a sending of the community. 
The implications in this are that my work, my 
service on the ExCo is therefore supported not 
only by my family but also by the National 
Community. If the community is sending me 
then it is the community's responsibility to 
support and later evaluate with me my period 
of service. 

I have now been serving the World Communi­
ty on the ExCo from the Nairobi Assembly and 
it has been a great learning experience. It is an 
experience of service towards the World Com­
munity which is bringing me closer to world 
realities that are having an effect on our lives. 

Looking back at the invitations I received I re­
alise how my life has been changing and being 
reshaped as I accept or decline the invitations 
received. With every invitation there is an im­
plied invitation to change and to grow in the 
love of the Lord. I have been free to accept or 
decline each invitation and it is in exercising 
this freedom (with an Ignatian Indifference) 
that I start to experience the Lord and His great 
Love for me. 

My CLC experience/vocation has shown me 
very concretely how the Lord works with peo­
ple, life situations and open hearts. My jour­
ney in CLC has been a journey of Love. My 
prayer to our Lord today is that He gives me 
the courage to continue exercising the freedom 
He gave us to accept or decline the invitations 
He will continue to present to me • 

Chris Micallef 
CLC Malta 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please do not forget in your prayers the following events: 

• The North American Conference 
October 7- 10, in Chicago, USA 
• The African Encounter 

October 8-14, in Johannesburg, South Africa 

D New 

New book 
Journey. By Fred C. Leone. 336p. 

Fred has been CLCer for 50 years, and served the Community in 
various capacities including President of CLC-USA, and World CLC 
Vice President. 

"There is nothing individualistic about Journey. It inspires the read­
er to look at his own journey in perhaps a new and creative way 
Fred not only writes down his own questions for reflection, but also 
invites us to do the same after each chapter" Marie Schimelfening. 

How much: Free of charge for those who request it and contribute 
$20 or more to the Betty Leone CLC-NGO Fund, created to support 
the work of the World CLC as an NGO at the United Nations. 
How to order. Just contact Fred Leone by e-mail 
bfleone2@yahoo.com 

. 
progress10 SUBSCRIPTION FORM 

D Renewal 0 Gift 

TITLE (Mr./Ms. etc.) SURNAME .. Other names 

POSTAL ADDRESS Town I City 

Fax 

E-Mail 

Language preference: Engl ish D 

../Yearly subscription rate: 
North America : 
South America, Asia, Africa : 
Australia : 
Europe: 

Country Postal Code 

Tel. 

(Renewal) Subscription # 

c French D 

USD 24.00, CAD 30.00 
USD 19.00 
USD 24.00; AUD 35.00 
EURO 23 .00; GBP 14.00 

Spanish o 

Payable by cheque to: 
PROGRESSIO 
Borgo S. Spirito, 8 
00195 Rome - ITALY 
Or through your local 
Jesuit Provincial Economat 




