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Painting by Sieger Koder in the Church of the Holy Spirit in Ellwangen, Germany 

When he came to Nazareth he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day. 
He stood Up. to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place tphere it was 
written: . 

THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, 
BECAUSE HE HAS ANOINTED ME 

TO BRING GOOD NEWS TO THE POOR. . 
HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM 

RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES 
AND SIGHT TO THE BLIND, 

TO LET THE OPPRESSED GO FREE, 
TO PROCLAIM A 

YEAR OF FAVOUR FROM THE LORD. 

The eyes ofall in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say 

to them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing" 


(Luke 4,16-21). 
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E<DI'TORIAL 


Last weekend, prepared with a green marker, I tried to highlight "the 
good news" in a well-known international paper. Would you believe I 
found nothing to highlight (I skipped sports and the stock market)? I 
felt depressed and indignant. Then, I chose a day for quiet and prayer. 
I took more time than usual for a personal review and I asked myself 
the question: ~'How much good n~ws have I spread in the past week?" 
My answer was not uplifting either. I was humbled by the outcome of 
my prayer of exam en and I felt ashamed of my easy criticism of the me­
dia:. 

The following day at ~ass we had the reading of Luke 4,18: ... He 
sent me to bring good news to the poor. ..to proclaim release to the cap­
tives and sight to the hlinct to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim a year 
offavour from the Lord. 

GOOD NEWS finally! And this provokes the question: "Do I feel 
sent to bring the good news - in words and also in deeds? Isthis scrip­
ture text fulfilled in today's world through me? Do I waste my energy 
in lamenting about the state this world is in or do I trust the Lord's 
word : If you abide in me , and I in you, ask whatever you wish and it 
will be done for you." 

This issue of Progressio is meant to bring GOOD NEWS. It gives us 
examples of "ignatian" persons of yesterday and today who entrusted 
their entire lives to GOD. May their witness encourage us to become 
more .and more "Fulfillers of the Word". A new year has just started. It 
is up to us to proclaim it a 

YEAR OF FAVOUR FROM THE LoRD. 
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--------------------------
Aft e r H on g K 0 n g .' 94 

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF 
FRANCIS XAVIER 

Reflections on his Life 

Fr Sean 6 Cearbhallain S.J., Ecclesiastical Assistant 
of the Christian Life Community in Hong Kong gives us 
a sketch of the life of this great saint. 

-

I n the sixteenth century, it w.as 
a long journey from the Cas­
tle of Xavier, Spain to the 

desolate island of Shangchuan 
(Sandan) off the southern coast 
of China. If you read any book 
on the life of F rands Xavier you 
will get an idea of the nautical, 
sanitary and social difficulties of 
the journey. 

The list of places that Frands 
Xavier passed through from his 
birth in Navarre to his death in 
China· is almost legendary: Paris 
and the college of Sainte-Bar1:~e, 
Venice, Rome, Lisbon, Goa, Mal­
acca, Kagdshima, Miyako, Ya­
maguchi.... Most of these places 

still bear the names they had in 
Frands' day, and there are many 
books from which we can learn 
about them. 

Although, you can still follow 
in the footsteps of Frands Xavi­
er, traveling to the places record­
ed in his life story, you would ex­
perience little of his sixteenth 
century venture. To go on pil­
grimage to the place of his death, 
as did many delegates from the 
World Assembly in Hong Kong, 
you would now skip rather 
quickly over much of the jour­
ney: a jet plane to Hong Kong, a 
jetfoil (high-speed boat) across 
the mouth of the Pearl River to 
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Macau, a bus through Taishan to 
the pier at Guanghai and finally a 
boat to the island of Shangchuan. 
Although the trip would be 
shorter, you could still fill the ac­
count of your journey with ro­
mantic and·exotic names. 

To experience the truth of the 
journey that Francis Xavier 
made, you must go to Shang­
chuan. Whatever means you 
use to arrive there, you will dis­
cover the truth not in the jour­
ney itself but in its destination. 
Standing outside the nineteenth 
century church dedicated to St. 
Francis Xavier, looking in 
prayerful silence across the sea 
to mainland China, you get an 

. inkling of the lonely death that 
he faced. He was just 46 years 
old and had been waiting for 
some months to enter China. 
Worn out by. his efforts, this 
man who had been such a debo­
nair student at the College of 
Saint-Barbe, succumbed to fe­
ver and died in the presence of 
a few companions. 

August 1552 to August 1994: 
a span of 442 years in which the 
world has seen changes too vast 
and too obvious to speak of. 
Francis Xavier could never have 
dreamed of the enormous chang­
es that have taken place even in 

areas that touched him most. 
When he left Rome for Lisbon 
on the first leg of his journey' to 
Asia, the Society of Jesus had not 
yet received written confirmation 
from the Pope he was pledged to 
serve. It was still a small compa­
ny of people, more a project than 
a full-fledged reality. 

When Francis Xavier died, 
John Leunis had not yet under­
taken his journey from Flanders 
to Rome to enter the society and 
his Sodality ·of Our Lady was still 
only a desire in the heart of God. 
Francis Xavier would have ap- . 
proved of the Sodality and the 
brilliant and dedicated young 
men who were its early members 
in the Roman College and else­
where. He had hoped that many 
would follow him to Asia to 
spread the Gospel of the love of 
Jesus. Having seen and personal­
ly experienced the corruption of 
colonial officials, he would have 
seen the Sodality as a means of 
forming leaders educated in the 
ways of the Gospel. 

In August 1994, for the first, 
and perhaps only, time an inter­
national pilgrimage of the CLC 
went to Shangchuan following 
the dream of Francis. Because of 
circumstances, the majority of 
them will never have a chance to 
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return to Shangchuan Island but 
that is not important. During the 
World Assembly, we had reflect­
ed and prayed about the notion 

, of mission in today's CLC The 
pilgrimage gave the delegates. an· 
experience of where Francis Xa­
vier had died and a chance to 
share with Catholics who have 
struggled as he did. They, too, 
have remained faithful to Christ. 

In reflecting on the external 
loneliness of Francis Xavier's 
death, we can sense its similarity 
to the death ofJesus, particularly 
as narrated in the Gospel of 
Mark, who stresses the loneliness 
and abandonment of Jesus on the 
cross. We know that the external 
loneliness did not penetrate and 
poison Francis Xavier's soul. ' 
While he must have questioned 
the seeming futility of· it all, he 
was obviously sustained by a firm 
faith and an ardent love which 
brought sense into senselessness, 

hope into hopelessness. Francis 
Xavier's death was that of a grain 
of wheat dying on rather forbid­
ding s9il. Once there was an ap­
parent harvest on the island of 
Shangchuan but it wilted. We 
still await the abundant harvest. 

Those who went 011 the pil­
grimage gained an understanding 
of the amount of nurturing the 
small seed of faith needs in such 
surroundings and the cost of 
such nurturing. We pray that 
they can communicate something 
of Francis' sense of mission and 
ardent love to their communities 
at home. If the pilgrimage bears 
fruit in prayer and solidarity for 
the Church in China the 
Church that Francis dreamed of 
but did not see taking root 
then it will have had an even 
greater importance than simply 
being a follow-up to the World 
Assembly. 
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Pilgrimage to my Motherland 

Jeanie Chuang, a member of the Hong Kong CLC, 
shares with us her experience of the pilgrimage after 
the Assembly. 

During these past few years, 
. I have been on pilgrimage 

to Lourdes and Taize in 
France and to Rome in Italy. It is 
quite natural for nie to think of 
visiting other places in the world 
to experience God's presence 
and great works. But I had never 
thought of going to China on pil­
grimage - to encounter God in 
my own motherland. 

In China I had ambivalent 
feelings. I am Chinese, but I do 
not know much about the coun­
try, the people or even the cul­
ture. In the past I had not taken 
any initiatives to learn more 
about China or to feel more inti­
mate with her. The pilgrimage at , 
the close of the World Assembly 
gave me a chance to visit China 
with delegates from all over the 
world who are also strangers to 
this land. During the two-day 
journey, many episodes touched 
me and made me reflect: there 
was the hospitality and warm 
welcome of the villagers at St. 
Francis Xavier's Church. The vil­
lagers were as eager as we were 

to meet other people. For them, 
it. was a new experience to come 
into contact with so many people 
from other countries, who shared 
the same faith. For us, it was an 
opportunity to meet the local 
people, the ordinary village peo­
ple and they impressed us with 
their rural simplicity. 

There was the sharing with Fr. 
Ma, F r Leung and the local Sis­
ters. Through years of persecu­
tion, these priests and sisters 
manifested a strong faith and a 
spirit of perseverance. Through­
out twenty years of imprison­
ment, the power of prayer gave 
Fr Ma the strength to uphold his 
faith. "Anyone who wants to save 
his life will lose it, but anyone 
who loses his life for my sake, 
and for the sake of the Gospel 
will save it" (Mark 8,35). 

The older Sisters in the parish 
were touched and moved by the 
Lord on meeting the delegates. 
They had thought that they 
would ,never again meet people 
from other countries sharing the 
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same faith. They thanked the 
Lord for this gift. 

Dedicated to the work of the 
Lord, they are like shepherds 
who take care of the lost lambs. 
They have dope a difficult, tre­
mendous work in spreading the 
Good News in this country. 
They asked us to pray for the 
Church in China, 

F r Ma made a big sign of the 
Cross in blessing over our coach­
es after we had boarded them, a 
blessing for a safe journey home. 

The pilgrimage also gave the 
delegates from the WDrld Assem­
bly an opportunity for closer 
contact and more in-depth shar­
ing among themselves, enabling 

them to know each other better. 
Among our own Hong Kong 
CLC members there was a com­
mon experience to share: our re­
lationship with the Church in 
China, the question of the future 
direction of the Hong Kong CLC 
and the community's mission af­
ter the World Assembly. 

This pilgrimage was quite dif­
ferent from previous ones. It was 
a pilgrimage to my motherland: a 
place with which I have bonds; a 
place where the people have a 
special meaning for me; a place 
where I came to feel a sense of 
responsibility and the need to an­
swer the question: how can I 
continue my mission to the 
Church in China? 

8 



From the castle 0/Xavier 

to the island 0/Shangchuan. 

Tomas G6mez Alvarez-Arenas member of the 
Spanish CLC builds a bridge from Nav9.rre, the birth­
place of Francis Xavier, to the island of Shangchuan 
where he died. 

M 
y heart was deeply moved when in August, at the end of the 
celebration of the CLC World Assembly in Hong Kong, we 
set foot on the island 'of Shangchuan where St. Francis Xavier 

had died. The experience of the World Assembly fresh in our minds, 
the future challenges opening out before us and the memories, distant 
in space but not in time, of the castle in Navarre (Spain) where Francis' 
Xavier was born, all converged in my mind as we strolled along the 
shore where this great apostle of the faith had breathed his last. There 
this man, whom I had learned to admire and to love already in my 
childhood, had plan:t;led the last of his great undertakings: to win China 



for Christ. At that time Chinese 
policy was already transforming 
the country into a place that was 
practically inaccessible to for­
eigners who reached its borders. 
At the same time its cultural de­
velopment was changing China 
into a cultural center for the Far 
East. It was clear to Xavier that 
bringing China to Christ signified 
opening the door to Christianity 
in other nations of that part of 
the world over which· this coun­
try exerted a notable influence. 
As he wrote to his companions in 
Europe: 

{(I believe that in this year '52 I 
will go there where the Emperor 
of China is so we may spread the 
way of our Lord Jesus Christ. If it 

. is received there, it will be a good 
.•17 . J "1tnJVuence tn apan.... 

He certainly understood the 
urgency of working for the King­
dom and the need to seek: out the 
most universal good! 

Francis Xavier's family had 
had a casde in the little Navarran 
town of Xavier in which he had 
been born 46 years before. To­
day this place is the .center of pil­
grimages and an obligatory refer­
ence point for the sincere and 

simple faith of the Navarran peo­
ple. Every year thQusands of pil­
grims arrive there during the "Ja- . 
vierada" the popular festival of 
Xavier and it becomes a principal 
meeting place with this saint. 
One indelible memory that I 
hold of this site is a carved, 
wooden crucifix: from the cross 
Christ radiates a gentle, captivat­
ing smile (see p.ll). Tradition 
tells us that Francis Xavier 
prayed before this crucifix dur- . 
ing his childhood. We are told 

. that only his death, thousands of 
miles away on that far-off island 
of Shangchuan,dimmed that 
smile and caused the smiling 
Christ to weep blood. I often 
think of the saint traveling from 
Xavier, crossing continents, tire­
lessly seeking to win others to 
Christ and lying down thorough­
ly exhausted to die in the prime 
of life at the other end of the 
world. 

Now, after many years, as part 
of the celebration of the CLC 
World Assembly in Hong Kong, 
I was given the opportunity to go 
on pilgrimage to this island 
where Francis Xavier had died. 
The community of Hong Kong 
had invited the delegates to par­
ticipate in this pilgrimage at the 

1 St. Francis Xavier to his companions in Europe, Cochin,]anuary 29,1552. 
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end of the Assembly. The occa­
sion was unique as its proximity 
to HongKong (a little less than 
200 kilometers) permitted us to 
arrive there quickly. 

Our first objective was the 
place where tradition says that 
Francis Xavier died. The walk 
along the beach, contemplating 
China on the horizon a half-hour 
away by boat, the contact we had. 
had with the Church of China, 
the poverty that surrounded us, 
the memories stirring deep with­
in me of my past experiences of 
the "Javierada" and the strong 
impact of the Hong Kong As­
sembly made those two days an 
unforgettable experience. They 
became a strong challenge to 
transmit the substance of the As­
sembly to my CLC community in 
Spain. 

It was not by chance that St. 
Francis Xavier died on the island 
of Shangch~an: he saw that it 
was necessary to bring China to 
Christ even at the cost of his life. 
Nor was it by chance that we 
ended our stay in Hong Kong 
with a pilgrimage to this place. 

. The World Assemblyhad stirred 
up a concern to look more close­
ly at CLC and the realities sur­
rounding it, to let ourselves be 
questioned by it. We saw the 

need of working to eliminate the 
roots and causes ofevil , the in­
justices and oppression in the 
world' of today. There was the 
added urgency to coordinate our 
work both in the CLC and with 
others for a better integration :in­
to today's world. Our point of 
reference is a good Ignatian tra­
dition: to go to those who suffer 
the most, to the most oppressed 
and to seek the greatest common 

. good and the most urgent needs. 

Francis Xavier was not a 
stranger to these criteria. On the 
contrary! If we look at him, we 
can learn much about how to re­
spond to the challenges given us . 
in Hong Kong. He had not an 
individualistic approach; :in fact, 
he left behind him a great mis­
sionary organization. He knew 
how to look at the world around 
him, to recognize the most ur­
gent needs and the tasks that 
brought about the greatest com­
mon good. Indeed, he lived in 
depth the Spiritual Exercises. 

With these desires in my heart 
, and with the prayer that we. be 

given the same apostolic zeal of 
Xavier, I walked along the 
Shangchuan beach with my CLC 

. companions from around the 
world. The scenery was similar 
to that which the saint would 
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have known almost 500 years 
ago. In the background there 
was a little hermitage where he 
had been buried for many years; 
there we celebrated the Euchar­
ist. Whatever meaning this pil­
grimage had for us was given 
added value by our contact with 
the suffering Church of China: 
we were able to see for ourselves 
its difficulties and limitations but 
also its great faith. 

My experience has been that 
when we open ourselves to other 
'realities, our own situation be­
comes clearer. Learning about 
the Church in China was an invi­
tation to turn and contemplate 
the Church of Spain and the Eu­
ropean situation. We must not 
lose the way: we must return ~o 
basics with a clear vision and 
fight for what is right. 

Christians in a democratic so­
ciety must participate actively to 
promote the values of the King­
dom, using the special opportu­
nities that ·this type of govern­
ment offers .. In a well-to-do soci­
ety, we must struggle to defend 
the interests of the poor and the 
needs of those without a voice. 
On a European continent that is 
beginning to unite, it is impera­

tive to be present in the construc­
tion of a better society. 

From the distant lands of the 
East, Francis Xavier also remem­
bered Europe. He urged his 
companions to commit them­
selves totally to the enormous 
task at hand and to avoid getting­
distracted· by secondary matters: 
As he himself said: 

((Many times I am moved by 
thoughts ofgoing to study in these 
areas, particularly at the university 
of Paris, crying out like a man 

-who has lost his senses, saying to 
those at the Sorbonne, who have 
m,ore learning than the will to use 
it to bear fruit: how many souls 
stray from the path ofglory and go 
to hell because ofyour neglect?,,2' 

Francis Xavier's vehement de­
sire and the message we received 
from the Assembly in Hong 
Kong offer us a special challenge. 
His words, coming out of the 
past, should have a strong reso­
nance in our hearts and in our' 
communities. 

Our pilgrimage ended with a 
trip to the city of Jiangmen and a 
meeting with some Chinese relig­
ious and priests. This was an­
other motive for entering China 

2 St. Francis Xavier to his companions in Rome, from Cochin, January 15, 1544. 
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after the celebration of the World 
Assembly. For them it meant a 
unique chance to meet with fel­
low Christians from around the 
world. For us it meant not only 
learning something about the sit­
uation of the Catholic Church in 
China, but also discovering the 
serious commitment that the 
community in Hong Kong has in 
regard to its brothers and sisters 
on this nearby continent. 

It was the final witness of the 
community who had housed us 
during the celebration of the 
World Assembly. We will always 
pray for the Church in, China and 
for our brothers and sisters of 
Hong Kong who did so much for 
us and to whom we owe so much. 

Our journey to the island of 
Shangchuan had a truly special 
significance for me, not only be­
cause of the Assembly but also 
because of the important role St. 
Francis Xavier had played in my 
life. It confirmed what we had 
experienced at Hong Kong, '94 
and is a light for the journey to 
follow, an encouragement to face 
the challenges of the future. 

The logo of this past assembly 
consisted of a big "C" encircling 

a map of the world in which a 
flame burns with a cross in its 
center. This flame is no less than 
the fire that Christ. had come to 
bring us, a flame that he desires 
be spread throughout the world. 
On this occasion the flame sud­
denly blazed from Asia, in clear 
reference to what the CLC As­
sembly must be: the beginning of 
a great fire that bears the Good 
News to all humanity. 

Once this flame surged from 
the castle of Xavier, passed 
through Paris and Rome and 
stopped at the remote island of 
Shangchuan, at the doorway to 
China. It left behind it a trail of 
fire carried in the heart of the ' 
saint: the love of Christ. 

Today we are invited to make 
the journey in reverse: starting 
from Hong Kong, our hearts on 
fire with' the desire to be trans­
formed into more effective in­
struments ·for bringing about the 
Good News. The entire world is 
our field of mission. May we ab­
sorb the message of this great 
missionary St. Francis Xavier ­
so that we may become more 
and more a Community in Mis­
sion! 
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The Ignatian Family 

THE WILL OF 

GOD 

IS THE KEY 

TO HOLINESS 

Blessed Alberto Hurtado) Sf. 

October 16, 1995 saw the beatification of the Chilean Jesuit Fr. 
Alberto Hurtado. On that occasion the Superior General of the. Socie­
ty ofJesus and our Ecclesiastical Assistant, Father Peter-Hans Kolven­
bach, SJ wrote a letter to the Society giving the following sketch of his 
life. We are printing this letter becalJ.se we consider Blessed Alberto 
"a shining witness}} for us in CLC: a contemplative in action. 
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A ·lberto '}Vas born on Janu­
ary 22, 1901 at Vifia del 
Mar. His father died 

when he was but a small child. 
As his mother could not afford to 
live on her own, she moved to 
Santiago with her two children to 
live with relatives. Along with a 
respect for and service of the 
poor, she passed on to them a 
deep Christianity. 

Alberto studied at the Colegio 
, de San Ignacio, where his faith 
was nurtured through the means 
typical of Jesuit pedagogy: sacra­
mental life, Gospel-based prayer, 
personal spiritual direction,­
membership in the Sodality of 
Our Lady (the present CLC), ca­
techesis of children and social 
work. 

His vocation to the Society 
took root while he was still in 
school, but his mother needed 
him so he decided to wait. He 
studied Law at the Catholic Uni­
versity of Santiago while working 
evenings. He was an outstanding 
president of the student branch 
of the University Sodality and an 
active apostle among the poor 
and marginalized. He tried his 
hand in the field of politics, 
which cost him a bullet wound in 
the head. In 1923 he was admit­
ted to the bar. He joined the So­

ciety on August 14th of that same 
year. 

Alberto never looked back; he 
lived his apostolic mission to the 
full, seeking. Christ and serving 
him in the poor. When he left 
school, he wrote: 

"Lorcl I want to join your Soci­
ety and, in order to prepare my­
se/i I want to be a saint. I want 
to engrave your likeness in my 
soul and carry it into my li/e." 

After the novitiate, he pur-, 
sued -with distinction the usual 
Society studies in Argentina, 
Spain and Belgium receiving li­
centiates in both Philosophy and 
Theology. He was also awarded 
a doctorate in Pedagogy from 
Louvain University, specializing 
in Psychology. 

He struck both his compan­
ions and his superiors as a man 
of God, a joyful companion, one 
always ready to serve. He was or­
dained on August 24, 1933 and 
returned to Chile at the begin­
ning of 1936. 

In the following sixteen short 
years he was engaged in an apos­
tolate that has put a lasting stamp 
on the Church and the people of 
his native country . 
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Today, Father Hurtado is 
identified with the poor, mainly 
because of thevast network of 
faith and service that was and 
remains the "Hagar de Cristo" 
(Christ's Home) that he found­
ed. However, he was active in 
many different areas: giving 
classes in'pedagogy and religion, 
guiding souls through spiritual 
direction, hearing confessions 
daily, giving retreats, guiding 
Catholic Action and the Marian 
Sodality, lecturing, building a 
novitiate and a retreat house, 
and founding and being chap­
lain to the Hagar de Cristo. He 
promoted housing for the work­
ing classes, wrote numerous 
books and was advisor to trade 
umons. 

He was superior of a Jesuit res­
idence, founder of the review 
"Mensaje", Province Treasurer 
and Province Consulter. For 
years he gathered street boys in 
order to offer them a hot meal 
and shelter for the night. 

Work with the young charac­
terized the first eight years of his 
priestly ministry in Chile. He 
published books and articles on 
issues of relevance for the formac 

don of youth, most notably "Is 
Chile a Catholic country?", 
through which he woke up Chile­

an society and shook it out of its 
self-complacency. 

The Bishops appointed him 
Advisor to the youth branch of 
Catholic Action, first in Santiago 
and then for the entire country. 
He traveled all over Chile giving 
retreats, workshops and lectures, 
organizing congresses and using 
all the means of communication 
available at the time. Some 600 
centers of Catholic Action sprang 
up in just four years. 

For him, the tragedy of the 
contemporary world consisted in 
the absence of God. "This centu­
ry has a wound in its heart. De­
prived 0/ God's presence, which 
alone enriches, the human person 
is sad and restless." 

He called on everyone, in the 
name of the Lord, to "bring 
about in ourselves, as followers 0/ 
Christ, the great revolution 0/ liv­
ing a Christian lz/e". 

Father Hurtado was convinc­
ing because he practiced what he 
taught. The love of Christ filled 
him and nourished him daily in 
prayer, the Eucharist and visits to 
the Blessed Sacrament as well as 
through his childlike love for 
Mary our Mother. 
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In his ministry with the young, 
he encouraged the generous and 
challenged the tepid and· medio­
cre. He kindled in them the fire 
that burned in his own. heart. He 
invited them to let themselves be 
filled by Christ, to do "what he 
would i/ he were here in my 
place". This involved acts of ser­
vice: "that my Christian life be 
full 0/ apostolic zea£ the desire to 
help others, to spread joy, to make 
this world a happi~r place to live 
tn. " • 

The young flocked to him to 
commit their lives to the Lord. 
They became ardent followers of 
Christ, whether as laypersons or· 
as priests or religious. His book 
"Choosing Life" is dedicated to 
them. . 

His love of Christ went be­
yond the person of Christ. To 
love Christ is to know, love and 
serve him in his fullness: Head 
and Members. 

Christ is especially present and 
met in the poor. This was his pe­
culiar charism: to recognize 
Christ in the poor. "The poor 
one is Christ" he would repeat. 
He loved the poor he met at each 
stage of his life: as a university 
student, he loved Christ present 
in the workers dismissed from 

the salt mines. When a prie~t, he 
loved Christ present in the 
vagrants' who slept under the 
bridges of Santiago. 

His vision of Christ compelled 
him to help remedy the grave so­
cial ills of the country. He kept 
repeating that "to be· Catholic is 
to be sodal" . 

Universities should awaken 
hunger and thirst for justice in 
their students. "Mercy is not 
enough because this world is 
based on injttstice." The greatest 
work of mercy is to start plan­
ning and building a society in 
which rrllsery will be extinct. 

This is why he was so con­
cerned with a structural solution 
to the problem of poverty: to 
root out its causes. 

This concern is what gave rise 
to the works he founded, such as 
the Hogar de Cristo, the review 
"Mensaje", the Chilean Trade 
Union, as well as his books "So­
cial Humanism", "Trade Union­
ism" and several others. 

Father Hurtado looked be­
yond Chile and embraced the 
needs of the whole world. He 
was not indifferent to the mil­
lions of deaths of World War II: 
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"indifference towards our brothers 
and sisters would almost amount 
to fratricide~'. With a big heart he 
called for "the rebuilding of the 
world)), what we would now call 
"the civilization of love". 

The vaStness of the task should 
not discourage the Christian, be­
cause God is~present in the world 
with the will and the power to re­
new it. The Eucharist.is proof of 
this. . 

The attitude of Christians vis­
a-vis the world must be one of 
confidence and joy because they 
are granted the privilege of coop­
erating with God in bringing 
about a new world order that will 
achieve its fullness in heaven. 

Father Hurtado loved the 
Church, the Bride and the Body 
of Christ, with great intensity. 
"Draw no distinction between 
Christ and the Church." He 
toiled with and for the Church. 
He was always well informed 
about its successes and its fail­
ures. The Encyclicals were like 
God's gifts; he studied and prop­
agated them with so much zeal 
that he could well merit the title 
"man of the Encyclic;als". 

His work with youth, and, par­
ticularly for the cause of justice, 

resulted in the criticism and mis­
ut;1derstanding of many,' even 
among the hierarchy. 

He expressed his viewpoint 
with simplicity, respect and 
truthfulness. tie was constantly 

.animated by obedience and a 
staunch loyalty to and love for 
the hierarchy. 

He lived life intensely, happy 
to be a companion of Jesus in ap­
ostolic work. He loved his long 
encounters with the Lord in 
prayer, visits to the Blessed Sac­
rament, and the contemplation of 
God in nature. "Can we· not find 
three-quarters ofan hour daily for 
God? If we do not) it is because 
we have not realized that God is a 
Reality far more important than 
food and rest." 

Yet he was driven on all sides 
by the demands of the people. 
The following lines describe him: 
"It is in God)s plan that we be 
crushed. If anyone has begun to 
live for God in self-denial and 
love, all the miseries of the world 
will crowd around his door." 

The inner inspiration for his 
intense activity was the fulfill­
ment of God's will. "The wiU of 
God", he wrote "is the key to 
holiness.' to accept God's will to 
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cling to it, this is how we achieve 
holiness. From this point 0/ view, 
how vain do discussions about 
contemplation and action, and di­
vine and human mean'S seem!" 
The fulfillment of the holy willof 
God made him often cry out: "1 
am happy, Lord, happy !" 

Father Hurtado died of cancer 
of the pancreas on August 18, 
1952. Two months earlier he had 
received the news of his impend­
ing death as a gift from God: 
"1've won the lottery ! 1'm happy, 
very happy! " 

Those who knew him affirm 
that Father Hurtado is "a visit of 
God" in our day. He can be the 
same for us, since he invites us to 
seek God and his will passionate- . 
ly and above all else, thus recon­
ciling values which seem in op­
position such as: 

• contemplation and action, 

• the pastoral and the social, 

• helping the needy and pro­
moting a new social order, 

• opting for the poor and mo­
tivating the rich; . 

• intense and immediate activ­
ity on the one hand and, on 
the other, study, the intellec­
tual apostolate and a world­
wide and long-range vision 
of our mission. 

It is precisely because he was 
able to achieve a vital integration 
of these values, something that 
we sometimes find unsettling, in 
one and the same mission and in 
a loving following of Christ, that 
Father Hurtado's example is of­
fered to us as a gift from the 
Lord and 'a powerful challenge to 
the way we each live our voca­
tion. 

Maythe Lord, through Blessed 
Alberto Hurtado's intercession, 
unite·all the facets of our apostol­
ic mission into one single love: 

THE LOVE OF THE LoRD HIMSELF. 

20 



Witness 

SERVING CHRIST 

AND, HIS CHURCH 

Maria Clara Lucchetti Bingemer is married to Ekke and the mother of three chil­
dren: Maria Laura, 23; Carlos, 20; and Marie Candide, 16. She teaches theology 
and has been in CLC since 1979. She was president of CLC-Brazil for seven 
years and in 1990 was elected vice president of World CLC. She has written 
several books which have been translated into various languages. 

The Story 0/my eLe Vocation 

This story describes the ex ~ nity. I hope I can convey the dy­
perience of my journey in namics of God's grace and my 
the Christian Life Commu- heartfelt joy in spite of some hard 
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moments I have had to go 
through. My story in CLC is ba­
sically the story of my life because 
it is also the story of my vocation. 
I daresay that speaking about· 
CLC is speaking about my own 
deepest identity: I reveal myself 
to me and share my deepest self. 

EVERYlliING BEGAN WIlli A THE­
OLOGYCLASS 

In 1978, after the birth of my 
third daughter, I returned to the 
university to take a Theology 
course. The professor was a seri­
ous Jesuit who spoke about the 
Church in Latin America: on the 
eve of the Puebla Conference, 
the Church wished to go much 
further down the road in its op­
tion for the poor. 

His classes moved me; I had 
not yet been introduced into the 
rich and fascinating world of the 
movements of the Spirit. I 
wasn't sure what was happening 
and my feelings disturbed me. I 
began to ask myself how it was 
possible for me, given my social 
class, to live that demand which 
was a priority for the Church of 
my continent. 

One day, gathering my courage 
I went to talk to my professor 

about my mixed feelings. He lis­
tened with respectful attention 
and asked: "Why don't you make 
the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ig­
natius?" For a person who ex­
pected recipes and specific indi- . 
cations of what to do, this was a 
somewhat disconcerting answer. 

I accepted the challenge and 
made a silent eight-day retreat. It 
was my first contact with Igna­
tian Spirituality and although it 
didn't solve my problem, it 
helped me experience God more 
'strongly than ever. It introduced 
me to a different method of pray­
ing which opened new and wider 
horizons for the future. 

I shared my experience with a 
classmate, a young Jesuit. Then 
I heard CLC mentioned for the 
first time. My colleague suggest­
ed that I gather in my home oth­

'er married Christian couples 
who might be seriously looking 
for something deeper on their 
journey of faith. He promised to 
bring Fr Cesar, the National As­
sistant of the Brazilian CLC, to 
explain to us what CLC was. Of 
the twenty people whom I had 
gathered that day, six were dis­
posed to begin a community. Al­
though we did not understand 
the explanation very well, we felt 
a desire to try. Now, twelve 
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years later, I see two things more 
clearly: 

1. The Brazilian CLChas dis­
covered its identity by forging its 
own path. 

2. CLC is one vocation among 
many within the Church, a voca­
tion that demands a generous re­
sponse to God's calL 

THE TROUBLED ROAD OF A COM­
MUNITY 

The journey of Our Lady 0/the 
Wayfarers Community started 
quite by accident. A young Jes­
uit, Thierry Linard de Guerte­
chin, had just arrived from Bel­
gium to give classes in demogra­

, phy at my university. I surprised 
him by asking that he be our 
guide and with an expression 
between amusement and per­
plexity he said "yes". 'Even today 
we laugh as he comments on how 
I tricked him and didn't ade­
quately explain what he was get­
ting into. 

, 

He first proposed that we 
make the Exercises in Daily Life 
as a group. This was a long pro­
cess lasting more than two years, 
but it made us confront the pain­
ful reality of the departure of six 

members and the near dissolu­
tion of the group. . 

We tried to attract other peo­
ple but we frequently" faced fail­
ure. Since we hadn't even been 
able to form a community, I 
asked God at times if he really 
wanted us in the CLC. It was 
then that an old friend called me. 
She and her husband accepted 
the CLC proposal and came to 
our small and fragile community; 
this gave us new energy to move 
forward. 

In 1985, six members entered 
our community and gave it the 
composition it has today. As in all 
things of God, the succession of 
"happenings" was providential. 

Our group is homogenous in 
age, social condition, cultural lev­
el, etc. but is' very different in 
temperament, lifestyle, world vi­
sions etc. These differences 
cause some conflicts but also mu­
tually enrich us. They have 
opened up the road to under­
standing, to the acceptance of the 
other and to stronger reconcilia­
tion. We realize that sin causes 
us to feel more deeply the pres­
ence of the Lord in our midst. 

We felt that we were growing. 
Little by little we were turning 
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into CLC, a community of apos­ I had begun to learn by "do­
tolic discernment and we began ing" and to follow Jesus in theI 

to understand that the experi­
ence of the Spiritual Exercises 
had really formed us. 

THE CENTRALITY OF THE SPIRITU­
AL EXERCISES 

~hen our group began to 
structure itself in a more per­
manent way, I was graced to 
make the complete Exercises. 
My dream was to do a closed 
retreat. I realized that it was 
difficult to leave my family and 
my home for a whole month. 
My spiritual director suggested 
that I do it in steps, over'a peri­
od of two years, taking advan­
tage of summer and winter va­
cations. My husband agreed. 
So, in July of 1984, I made the 
First ~eek in eight days, fol­
lowed by the Second ~eek, 
made in 12 days in December 
of the same year. In July and 
December of the following year 
I made the Third and Fourth 
~eeks respectively:­

This was a powerful experi­
ence which made a profound 
impact on me. It gave new light 
to the ~ay of Jesus, a way I had 
desired to walk since I was 

, young. 
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manner of Ignatius of Loyola: to, 
follow Jesus poor and humble, 
laden with the cross of today's 
world, so divided by sin, injustice 
and conflict. To follow Jesus, 
Eternal King and Universal Lord, 
who calls me to his service and 
sends me into the world like a 
sheep among wolves to serve and 
to announce the Good News of 
the Kingdom of God in the midst 
of people (cf. Lk 10:11). 

To take part in the redemptive 
mission of Jesus, learning from 
him what I ought to do to give 
witness to that mission. All this 
came to be the raison dJetre of my 
life. 

The Spiritual Exercises also 
enabled me to see CLC in a new 
light, i.e., as a community of men 
and women called to follow 
Christ. I felt a burning desire to 
have all the members of my com­
munity experience the Spiritual 
Exercises and renew them each 
year. I knew this was the only 
way we would really come to be a 
community of discernment. 

The Exercises also helped me 
to work with a naggi.ng issue: 
how to live the option for the 
poor from my middle-class situ a­
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tion. I didn't find a solution but 
a way. On one hand, the General 
Principles (#4) call for a simple 
lifestyle. 

On the other, and this was de­
cisive for me, the Lord was call­
ing me to use my theological and 
spiritual formation to serve the 
economically poor as individuals 
with faces and names. . 

I learned much from the Pil­
grims 0/ Emmaus CLC, a com­
munity on the outskirts of Rio 
de Janeiro. Their simple and 
open sharing of life, their love 

. and their facility for prayer 
(there were some who prayed at 
two in the morning, the only 
time they could find) and their 
total and orthodox dedication 
to the Church, all taught me 
why God favors the poor. The 
experience of giving them the 
Spiritual Exercises was one of 
the most richly gratifying mo­
ments of my life, and it con­
firmed my conviction that Igna­
dan Spirituality is not just for 
people of a higher social or cul­
turallevel. 

My call to give the Exercises to 
others was a natural step on my 
journey. The most obvious result 
that I see coming from the Exer­
cises made by lay people is the 

awareness that Baptism itself is a 
call to holiness. 

That is why St. Ignatius gives 
emphasis to the Magis: to go be­
yond ourselves in serving the 
Lord. There is· no room for me­
diocrity, but a constant call to go 
one step further. 

I am more and more con­
vinced that there is no possibility 
of having CLC without the expe­
rience of the Spiritual Exercises. 
Many members of our group are 
now a'ssisting newly-formed 
groups and giving the Spiritual 
Exercises to others. . 

In the past, because of the 
children, my husband and I had 
done our retreats separately. 
Now we feel happy and gracedto 
make them together. This has 
strengthened our lives as a 
couple and as a family. 

AN UNEXPECTED ELECTION 

It never occurred to me in 
1983, that I could become a 
member of the National Service 
Council which is concerned with 
community formation and struc­
tures. When I was told by the 
national president that my name 
had been suggested for the Na­
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tional Council my first reaction 
was to refuse. I was still at the be­
ginning of my CLC journey and I 
had never even thought of as­
suming such a responsibility. She 
insisted. When I finally accept ~ 
ed, it was without knowing what 
I was agreeing to. 

My three terms as national 
president of the Brazilian CLC 
were years of struggles, of fail­
ures, and of letdowns but equally 
of happiness, of achievements 
and of feeling that the Lord leads 
and brings to completion the 
work that He began. He is 
strongest where we are weak. 

My.companions on the Na­
tional Council made our growth 
possible and, in the process, 
touched my heart. Today, there 
are more than forty established 
communities and others in the 
pre-community stage. 

The challenges continue: 

• 	 to give a solid, spiritual and 
apostolic formation to 
members; 

• 	 to create lay guides to tend 
to the formation within new 
communities; 

• 	 to enable more people to 
make the Exercises; 

• 	 to work for our affiliation 
within the World Communi­
ty; 

• 	 to acquire more apostolic 
. visibility in the Church and 
in Brazilian society. 

• As 	a national community 
and as a lay movement, to 
embody the evangelical 
and ecclesiastical option for 
the poor and the struggle for 
peace and justice, etc. 

My heart is thankful to the 
Lord and to the National Coun­
cil for having trusted me to fur­
ther this mission. I learned a lot 
by sharing in the building of a· 
CLC in Brazil with the help of 
three national assistants and vari­
ous lay people who served on 
three different national councils. 
Truly, the Lord is the Lord of 
marvels! 

THE GRACE OF BELONGING TO A 
WORLD COMMUNITY 

In 1986, during my term as 
president, I was able to partici­
pate in the World Assembly at 
Loyola, Spain. At this event, the 
rich reality of World CLC 
opened up before my eyes. It 
was a joy to meet people from 
different cultures, deeply united 
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by this experience and by the 
common language of Ignatian 
spirituality. The human and spir­
itual qualities of the delegates 
and of the Executive Council fas­
cinated me and made me thank 
God that he calls so many people 
to the service of the kingdom. 

Belonging to the world body 
of lay people - of which my 
small community of Our Lady of 
the Wayfarers was just a cell ­
widened my horizon and added a 
new dimension to my Ignatian 
vocation. I began to see the pos­
sibilities of searching for and 
making this goodness more uni­
versal and more divine. (Cf. 
Const. Part VII, c.2, 622). As a 
World Community, we had trav­
eled a road together. We realized 
that the text of the Spiritual Ex­
ercises has a weight and a deci­
sive importance; this was the 
"grace" of Loyola '86. 

After returning to Brazil, my 
main concern was to do'every­
thing possible to see that the 
"grace" of Loyola '86 be ab­
sorbed and lived as deeply' as 
possible by our National Com­
munity. Thus, Gina Torres, Fr 
Romanelli and I traveled and re­
lated our experiences throughout 
different communities of Brazil, 
translated the texts of the Assem­

bly and wrote our testimonies in' 
order that they be made available 
to all. We hoped that' this would 
awaken in everyone the idea that 
we are a World Community; 
therein lies our strength. 

In 1990, after finishing my 
third term as national president, 
I was nominated by several na­
tional communities as a candi­
date for World CLC vice-presi­
dency. I was happy that the 
World Community would entrust 
me with such a serious mission. 
It was a beautiful experience to 
discern at all levels: with my 
family, my local community and 
with the national ExCo, finally 
arriving at a mature acceptance 
knowing that I would be sup­
ported no matter what the re­
sults. 

In Guadalajara, after a discern­
ment process, to my surprise I 
was elected. All was clear and 
joyful, a sign of the Lord's confir­
mation. 

The first year of my mandate 
brought unexpected events. A 
few months after the Assembly, 
when I had returned to Brazil, 
Jose Reyes, from the World Sec­
retariat in Rome, informed me of 
the serious illness of our presi­
dent, Brendan McLoughlin and 
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asked me to take over until his 
recovery. His illness kept him 
away for a year and I must admit 
it was hard chairing a 10-day 
meeting with people I was meet­
ing for the first time, speaking in 
a foreign language and having to 
make serious decisions. All of 
this happened while my mother 
was just recovering from a pain­
ful and serious operation for 
breast cancer. 

Mission is always bigger than 
we are because it is the Lord's af­
fair, not ours. I was able toexpe­
rience this truth in those days. 
Helped by the patience and 
kindness of the other members of 
the Executive Council, I was able 
to get through that meeting and ' 
await more quietly Brendan's re­
covery, which turned out to be in 
time for the next meeting. 

During those. first years my 
concern was mostly to be visible 
and present as a member of the 
Executive Council to the Latin­
American national communities. 
I have always been convinced 
that the Executive Council must 
not be a corporate figure without 
faces. 

That is how I found myself giv­
ing two formation courses in 
Mendoza (January 1992) and 
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then in Buenos Aires (January 
1993). The first one only to CLC 
members, the second one to Jes­
uit . students and also to lay peo­
ple from all over the country.' It 
was a marvelous experience and I 
am thankful to Jorge Elkins, 
SJ and Fr Juan Ochagavia SJ 
from Chile who shared these two 
experiences with me. 

Then I got a call from Peru 
and, in July 1993, I went there 
with Fr Ochagavia. Now we 
have requests from Venezuela 
and Bolivia for 1995 and it is 
really encouraging to see the re­
sults. 

Through the experiences of 
the Spiritual Exercises the na­
tional communities are taking 
shape and opening themselves to 
the Lord's grace. 

. At the World Assembly in 
Hong Kong in 1994 I was nomi­
nated for president and vice 
president. But my decision was 
more complex than before as I 
had been living a new experience 
since 1993, one which implied a 
deep link with the mission of the 
Society of Jesus: the responsibili­
ty for leading one of the Province 
works - a lay formation center. It 
is a fascinating work but also a 
challenging one because every­



thing is new and has to be set up. 
I have the joy of being able to 
count on the collaboration of my 
CLC brothers and sisters; for us, 
this is the strongest experience of 
community. 

After discerning my nomina­
tions at all CLC levels, I spoke 
with Fr Francisco Ivern, SJ, the 
provincial, who really believes in 
the importance of lay people and 
in mutual cooperation. He is a 
good CLC friend. My conversa­
tion with him gave me peace. I 
would not stand for president as 
there were many good candidates 
available for that position. But I 
thought that one more mandate as 
vice president coul&be helpful. 

The Hong Kong Assembly not 
only deepened my faith and love 
for the World Community but it 
also gave me the experience of 
organizing a World Assembly 
"from within". It was a good ped­
agogical process filled with joy and 
pam. 

My re-election as vice pr.esi­
dent for four more years 
strengthened my willingness to 
continue to help the growing 
process of this already grown-up 
and solid World Community 
which has to discover and con­
solidate its mission vocation. 

The chance to work with this 
new Executive Council, where 
most of the members are already 
good friends; fills me with hope. 
It is a young and dynamic Execu­
tive Council, full of dreams and 
creativity. The Holy Spirit can 
do a lot with that. 

Even before our March 1995 
meeting, I can already put for­
ward some of my dreams: 

• 	To work more intensely for 
J esuit/lay cooperation. I 
hope that the USA and Brf!­
zilian experiences can be 
useful here. 

• To give importance to the 
formation meetings for 
Ecclesiastical Assistants. 

Their preparation has to be 
careful and conscious. , 

• 	To find the basics of a for­
mation program for CLC 
members in order to help 
guides and assistants all over 
the world. These basks 
should include the issue of 
MISSION right from the 
start. I hope my experience 
with the Loyola Center 0/ 
Faith and Culture and our 
lay formation processes 
there can be of some help in 
all this. 
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CONCLUSION: 

To LOVE AND TO SERVE IN ALL 
THINGS (Sp.Ex. #233) 

In May of 1989, at the Pontifi­
cal Gregorian University in 
Rome I presented my doctoral 
thesis in theology: "God and Di­
vine Service: Mystical Theology 
and Christian Praxis in Ignatius 
of Loyola." The entire process 
of editing th!lt thesis - taken on 
as a mission and as the fruit of 

. discernment - entailed much 
self-denial and stress for me and 
for my family. I dedicated this 
thesis to the whole World Com­
munity, because CLC has helped 
me· and continues to help me to 
live Ignatian Spirituality by con­
verting my daily life to the ser­
vice of the Kingdom. Daily it 
continues to teach me to love 
and serve the Divine Majesty in 
all things, as St. Ignatius teaches 
in the Contemplation /01' Attain­
ing Divine Love. The grace I ask 
the Lord each day, now as be­

fore, is to grow in interior knowl­
edge and love 0/ the Lord as St. 
Ignatius teaches the retreatant in 
every prayer during the Second 
Week. These past years, this in­
ner knowledge and love are in­
separably linked to belonging to 
a body: the World CLC with a 
special relationship to the Socie­
ty of Jesus. I believe that be­
longing to this community, a mis­
sionary community, is essential 
to living one's Christian vocation 
in an Ignatian way. I hope that 
as an Executive Council, we· can 
help the World Community to 
become more and more aware of 
this fact. 

As the Society of Jesus begins 
its 34th General Congregation, 
where collaboration with lay peo" 
pbis such an important issue, we 
as CLC, should keep them in our 
prayers, hecause I believe· that 
the strength and effectiveness of 
our mission in the future will de­
pend on our capacity to' work to­
gether for the Kingdom of God. 
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The LORD is my shepherd 

whom else should I follow 


By tranquil streams he leads me to restore my spirit 

and to refresh my body 


He gives me LIVING WATER and the BREAD OF LIFE . 


He is with me always and he is the WAY 


His tender love makes me whole 

And when I proclaim my love to him 


His answer is: 


FEED MY SHEEP. 
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