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THE "EURO-TEA,M":' CONTINENT-WIDE INITIATIVES 


Twenty years' ago, the first practi~.al moves to 
realize collaboration between European CLC'communities 
were made. It was the start of what would be a lengthy 
.process of growth in the communities and in their 
solidarity. 

•The European Team responsible of this report-was 
elected for 4 years by delegates from 13 National Commun­
ities during a meeting in Salzburg (Austria) in August' 
1987. There are 4 members: Claude Biais (France), Jose 
Maria Riera (Spain), Adam Schulz s.J. (Poland) and 
Patricia Schweier (Germany) (*) 

The following objectives were, given.to them by 
the delegates: 

to promote everything that can develop collaboration. 
and community by' sharing experiences and information 
of mutual interest;,' 

to support and to organize meetings on the European 
level.' 

The European. Team has met three times a year in 
different places in Europe, each time praying and working 
for 2 or 3 d'ays. 

In order to establish comm'unication and collabor­
ation between National Communities and the European Team, 
each National Community designated a "Euro-Link" person • 

.(*) Recently the European' Delegates to a meeting in 
.Portugal have elected a new Team for the next four years. 
See 'the next article in this same issue of PROGRESSIO. 
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ACTIVITIES 


Meetings: 

'For better communication and collaboration in Europe as 
a regional CLC of the World Community, we met twice in 
Rome with the· President, the Ecclesiastical Assistant 
and the Executive Secretary of the World Community., 

On the occasion of our meetings in different countries. 
we met with members of the respective CLC to share the 
experiences of their reality (Belgium, Germany, Italy, 
Poland) • 

During the World Assembly in Guadalajara '90, we were 
.. ableto. inform the National Communitie.s of our activit ­

ies and to listen to their experiences. 

Publications: 

• The 	 ,bulletin "CLC. in Europe" is published three times a 
year in English; it· carries information 'of common 
interest concerning'. the life of National Communities

\ . 
and the work of the EuroP¥an Team•. 

A regularly up~dated list indicating. names, addresses 
and telephone n~bers of ~uro-Link persons, presidents, 
eccle,siastical assistants and secretariates of the 
National Communities. 

A list of the publications (formation and information) 
of each National Community. 

"Tell me your story" a booklet reflecting the 
individual and community experiences from the European 
qommunities. The Austrian CLC took care of collecting 
the stories and of the whole.publication process. (1) 

'( 1) The booklet is. available in English, French, Spanish 
,and Geiman at: Nat ionalfoderation Der'Gemeinschaften 

Christlichen Lebens; Backestr., 18, A-1010 Wien 
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Sessions and gatherings: 

September 1988, in Rome: meeting of almost all the 
Ecclesiastical Assistants of the European National 

-Communities. It was a five days' sharing, discussing 
about formation and clarifying the role of the, 
Ecclesiastical Assistant. 

May 1989, in Hasselt (Belgium): a meeting of two and a 
half days concerning "Formation towards Mission". The 
idea was to share formation programmes. This session 
showed clearly that all National Communities are 
committed to personal formation, the practice of The 
Spiri;tual Exercises, but that only some ,of the' 
communities had begun with explicit formation toward 
mission for social and political commitment. So we 
shared our experiences of service and mission, our 
activities and needs 'concerning the elements of CLC 
life style. 

Feb+uary 1990, in Augsburg (Germany): a meeting with 
the theme "The Changes in Eastern Europe and our 
Mission as CLC". Persons from Austria, East Germany, 
West Germany and Poland, who are committed through 
contacts and services 'in Eastern countries, shared 
with the European Team members their personal view of 
the actual situation in Eastern Europe, gave 
information about contacts and activities and spoke 
about their vision (cf. CLC in Europe, Issue n. 
August 1990, in Loyola: a meeting for young people, 
members of almost a11 European CLC communities. The 
aims were: to celebrate St Ignatius' Year; to reflect 
on the roots of our spirituality and apostolic 'life 
and to share experiences. ' 

MarchIApril 1991, in Allgsburg, Germany: a ten days 
meeting took place in Augsburg. It was organized by 
the initiative of the World ExCo and in collaboration 
with ET and European CLC members. The'pro~essstarted 
with the Exercises in daily life, 10 weekS before the 
meeting. During the meeting itself, the participants 
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made three days of Spiritual Exercises together. Later 
on, they considered on reflection the following 
themes: "The use of Creation"; "them and us - refugees 
and the poor l 

; ,. i'evangelizationt"; "Family and life 
stylet!: . The aim was to deepen -our sense of mission in ­
Europe. (1) . 

May 1991 in. Portugal: all Euro-Links, Presidents and 
Ecclesiastical Assistants were invited to this meeting 
which took .place last Pentecost, in Portugal (2). It 
was . an evaluation of the last four years, a search for 
the next st,eps and the . election .of a new European 
Team. 

The European -Team for the period 1987 ..:. 1991: 

. Claude Biais (France) 
Jose Maria Riera (Spain) 
Adam Schuh s.j. (Poland) 
Patricia Schweier (Germany) 

(1) 	The second part of this issue of PROGRESSIO is a 
report on this experience. The report tries to convey 
the· methodology and the style of the meeting, as well 
as many~of the documents that were used there. 

(2) 	See next'article •. 
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EUROPEAN MEETING IN PORTUGAL 
17 .,. 20 May 1991 

Like the first Pentecost, the meeting of European 
delegates brought together lIeuro-links", presidents and 
ecclesiastical assistants from 14 countries, speaking in 
almost as many different languages. The meeting took place 
in a superb location- a retreat house by the sea, in 
Portugal. The Portuguese CLC organized ~the' meeting 
remarkably well, in cooperation withthe,IIEuro-Team" whose 
members had prepared the programme. All the participants 
~ontributed to .make this meeting. a truly communal arid 
stimulating experience. 

On the first evening, as we introduced ourselves, 
the diversity among the national communities became 
quickly apparent. Some communities that are well­
structured and include many members active in different 
fields are beginning ,to move 'tentatively toward more 
communal commitments iIi order to be more visible within 
the Church and in society. Others are at the very early 
stages of the CLC journey and are setting out in small 
groups. In this second category, we were particularly 
impressed by the words of the Hungarian delegate; her 
'report provided an excellent example of communication and 
efficient collaboration already existing among European 
communities. Some communities have experienced crises 
while in others enthusiasm is very evident; all however 
are growing, and for all the World Assembly in Guadalajara 
provided an important source of encouragement and 
motivation. The emphasis placed on individual and communal 

. formation, the experience of the Spiritual Exercises in 
various forms, the effort to find responses to the signs 
of the times based on our spirituality, the desire for 
missionary commitment in conjunction with, the other 
challen'ges proposed by the General Principles, made us 
intensely aware of the Spirit that binds us and of the 
need tO'share our riches, our concerns and our weaknesses. 
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Guadalajara '90 

The goal of our first meeting on Saturday was to 
share our experiences in transmitting the GPs and the 
results of the World Assembly. Many communities have had 
to translate the GPs into their local languages. Some' have, 
developed methodologies to help their members meditate on 
them and assimilate them. "Listening groups" and "common 
reading groups" which 'were used in Mexico have been useful 
models elsewhere. Most communities set up meetings~ 
published articles in, their newsletters to inform their 
members., Regularly ,scheduled meetings have used and often 
still ,use 'the material from Guadalajara aS,discussion 
themes. 

We S90n discovered that there is great variety 
among us with respect to commitment. In some communities, 
the paragraph in the GPs dealing with this point represent 
a confirmation of their lived experience; it raises no 
problems since commitment is for them a sign of personal 
growth. For other communities, the fear of regulations 
that ,are viewed as restrictive raises some dlfficulties 
evepthough some of the members are in actual fact very 
committed. ' 

Another point that was widely discussed in all 
the communities is ,that ,of "networking". The ideas ¥ould 
,be, to set up a network among those members who'work in the 
same professional areas or in'the same soctal, political 
,or ecclesial type of work with a view to providing mutual 
aid and support in their search f~r unity oflif~ and 
faith. 

In the area of mission, delegates frequently 
,mentioned the. need to evangelize and their desire to be 
active in parishes, tOibring the Good News to the young, 
to families, to all who thirst for a spirituality• The 
possibilities are infinite! 'And we mUst not forget the 
poorer continents and the areas with which we have special 
associations. 
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·
'Changes in Europ~ 

On Saturday afternoon, much of our time was spent 
discussing the changes in Eastern Europe pofit:i.ca1 
changes that offer hither to unknown possibilities and 
constitute an extraordinary challenge 'for Christians: 
economic changes that are turning out to be very difficult 
and disappoi~ting; cultural changes that involve subtle 
questions of values. Our various communities are affected 
in different ways by these changes: some, coming from 
Eastern European countries, experience them directly; 
others may have some personal contact, but largely depend 
on mass media for information. We had an opportunity to 
listen and to express our views and our feelings: joy and 
gratitude for freedom; concern about the materialistic 
attitude and lack of orientation of many people; recognit­
ion that a great de~lsti11 has to be accomplished, and 
that patience is neededt9 allow unity to grow; so many 
fears and hopes ••• 

As communities, we are also differently affected 
by recent developments. Some communities are available and 
waiting to find out how to establish contacts and discover 
the real needs of Eastern countries; others are already 
involved in providing ass.istance both financially and ':in 
the area of formation. Meanwhile, Europe lsgrowing: 
Lithuania, Rumania, Checos10vakia, USSR, Ukraine. We are 
invited to establish contacts so that together.we may 
build the "House of Europe". 

Cooperation in Europe - The "European Team" 

Sunday was spent entirely on an eva1uati~n of 
European cooperation and of its future. The "Euro-Team" 
presented its report concerning activities proposed during 
the four years since Sa1zbourg 1987 and organized with the, 
help of the d:tfferent national c'ommunities. During this ' 
time, "CLC in Europe" (an information bulletin with brief 
and precise news items) was published two or three times 
per year. The evaluation indicated great .satisfaction and 
a feeling of having grown closer in many ways. The 
atmosphere at the meeting in Portugal was proof of this. 

- 10 

http:together.we


Within the delegations, we then reflected on the 
following, points: 

1.-, '. Y1hat is our vision for the European CLC? 
2.- What concrete proposals do we have for the 

"European Teamll about to'be elected? 
3.- What contributions are we prepared to make? 

In response to the first question, delegates 
spoke of building Ita community of sharingll 

, one -in which 
there is mutual aid, cooperation in the area of formation, 
in which we would seek together to respond to the needs of 
our reality in the light of Ignatian Spirituality; they 
spoke also ofa "missionary community" committed to human 
values (solidarity, justice, .etc.), to evangelization and 
responsibility toward the entire world. 

There were many concrete proposals. The newly 
elected "European Teamll will have to begin by discer:ning 
and identifying priorities. The central task will still be 
to' provide 'a' link between national communities•. This 
includes suggesting contacts among communities that have 
the same language, providing information concerning 
activiti.es of mutual' interest and coordinating sllch 
activities. The Team. will work in collaboration with the 
World ExCo and will organize workshops and meetings. Other 
proposals deal with problems of visibility especially with 
respect to European institutions. 

Finally, all the delegations offered to assist 
the Team in all.its efforts, in particular by incrQasing 
awareness of the European dimension among their members, 
by undertaking concretely to establish contacts with 
another community, by ..offering· to collaborate with the 
Team on. specific issues (preparation of a meeting, 
invitations to CLC members, general availability). 
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Election'of the "European Team" 

There was some discussion concerning the number 
. of members to be included in the Team, as well as about 
the need for collaboration with Jesuits, even though no 
Jesuit had accepted to be nominated. After a moment of 
silent prayer, the election took place with the following 
results: . 

Johan Vlogaert '(Flemish Belgium) President 
Boguslaw Spurgjasz (Poland) Ecclesiastical Assistant 
Patricia Schweier (Germany)' Secretary 
Catherine Morand (France) Treasurer 

Finally, euro-links,. presidents. and ecclesias­
tical assistants met in separate groups~ This gave them 
the opportunity to· raise' specific questions, share 
experiences and begin to clarify their ,respective' roles. 

This meeting was an important step for the future 
of CLC in Europe. Together we experienced moments that 
were rich in sharing, in. prayer, in joyful eucharistic 
celebration. 

. Patricia Schweier 
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GLEANINGS FROM SEVERAL COMMUNITIES 

'This report his bOOn' written by Julian "ilizalde SJ, our 
World Vice~Ecclesiastical Assistant. At the invitation of 

'the European ,Team, 'he attended the European llleeting in 
'Portugal, 17-20 May 199i, as a resource person and member 

of the World ExCo. During the llleeting, the delegates from 
the various cOIlIIIWIities presented the situation of the etc 
in their own cOuntries. ,We publish below a 'brief sUoaary of 
the information giVen. 

Austria (Gertrud Zeller and Josef Waiss): 

With the new, political changes in Europe, Austria is 
like a "heart" in the middle of East-West Europe. We have 
a Formation programme in collaboration with a Sister, and 
a Promotion team'working for the improvement and expansion 
of the groups. New groups ,with Ignatian spirituality are 
being formed. Most of them are in Vienna, but also in 
Linz, Alland, , Graz and a few in Innsbtuck. In Salzburg 
there is a" group ,which calls itself CLC but is not in· 
contact with us. Thanks to, the revised General Principles 
we are developing a growing, awareness 'of our apostolic 
commitment as a group. Until now we undertook. projects on 
an' individual rather than on a group basis. Due to out;" 
position in Eu;rop'e, the refugees are becoming an apostolic 
priority. 

England and Wales (M~vis Bai1~y ,Jackie Gill): 

In our English CLC we have three regions: The 
Northern, The Midlands and The Southern. That structure 
faciIitatesour growth and the formation of the 
coinmunities. At present we are getting more help and 
support from the Society of, Jesus. We have a fu!ltime 
person {Jenny Bond) for development and the support of oui 
groups. On the occasion of the Ignatian year most of us 
have flone the Exetcisesan~ many are helping others to do, 
them~ The training of Retreat Directors (we call them 
"Prayer guides") is offered by the Sisters of theCenacle. 
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Flemish Belgium (Fr.Jos Snyders SJ,. Steven Uffelen and 
Johan Vlogaert): 

We have some 500 members, in 35 communities. The 
center is in Leuven but we. have g~oups in Genk, Antwerp 
and everywhere except in the eastern part of the country. 
Around 9 groups 'are young (18 to 30 years), the rest are 
around 30 to 40 years of age. We work less with younger 
people (15 to 18 years old). We concentrate oui efforts on 
the formation of those inside the groups rather than in 
starting new groups. Perhaps we have to come back and work 
in that field too. The Jesuits started as guides of the 
groups. Now they are involved in the group as "partners". 

France (Tobie Zakia, Catherine Morand, Charles Le Dfi SJ. 
Also Claude Biais as coordinator of E.T.) 

There is an increase in the number both of comm­
unities and members as also of guides for both groups and 
for prayer (spiritual directors). From 1,700 members, five 
years ago, we are now 2,800 members, more than 250 groups. 
We have formed more than 59 prayer guides. This training 
is financed by the National Federation with a budget of 
more than 400,000 francs a year. For the last four years 
we have offered guidelines and themes for personal prayer 
"over the phone". This service is called 3615 GABRIEL. Our 
common ~oqls are reflected in the themes of a recent meet­
ing of the Consultative Committee, involving 95 members. 
The four themes of the meeting were: CLC,as a mission of 
the Church individual and collective participation, 
Commitment in the. service of God in CLC, Collaboration 
with the Society of Jesus and Our relations with the local 
Church. Very often our service is offered in projects 
sponsored by the local or national Catholic Church. The­
Church offers the most stable structure for social and 
charitable projects in France. Thus if we want to work for 
others we offer our services to the projects of the 
Catholic Church. We also work within Jesuit schools. We 
are discussing our role with the Society of Jesus: are we 
working "for" or "with" the Jesuits. The General Princip­
les inspire many aspects of our life and apostolate. We. 
are preparing, an issue of Vie Chretienne presenting and 
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c()nnnenting on the GPs.The text of theGPs is, rather heavy 
for the new members. We have to find away to present it 
to them. As f()r the IItemporaryll or "permanent" connnitinemt, 
our members are not connnitted explicitly or verbally but 
"de facto"., 

Germany (Willy Lambert SJ, Ingeborg v .·Gtafenstein. Also 
Patricia Schweier as secretary' of E.T.): 

We have connnunities in different stages of 
development: some starting, others lion the way" and some 
fully developed. The adult members total around 1,400 in 
150 groups. The young ones (from 16 to 19 years of age) 
ate. 1,500 in 150 groups. Most of them meet every week, 
some of them every two weeks. Once a year we have regional 
meetings for all the members of the connnunities. We have 
also IINational conventi()ns" which 2 delegates fromeacb 
connnunity attend., The ExCo meets six times a year. There 
is a Promotion team in charge. of coordinating all the 
activities of the Federation, and a Mission team for 
planning strategies and priorities in our mfssion. Our 
activities include 'collaboration with the local Church, 
twinning proJects, Networking, Formation courses for group 
guides at different levels of training (we have a new 
Formation course for Group Guides), Formation of directors' 
for Spiritual Exercises (a two year long program), and 
written materials and magazines. Our greatest challenges 
are the growth of the' connnunities, the integration of 
East-West Germany, promoting the Exercises in daily life, 
growing political involvement and other connnon projects .. 

Hungary (Judit Fabian): 

CLC is just beginning in Hungary~ In 1981 I made 
the Exercises on daily life with a Jesuit, in Germany. In 
1983 I followed a Formation.Course. But once back home I 
didn't know how to start aconnnunity. In 1988 a German 
sister came to Hungary and organized a 5 day formation 
course. Only in 1989 were the Jesuits officially allowed 
into Hungary. Then Father Lorant Ambrus SJ. came to 
Budapest ' and . was named Ecclesiastical Assistant. He worlcs 
with Marriage Encounters. With some of these couples he 
started a CLC. From 1989 to 1990 this group met monthly. 
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In August 1989 w~ gave a three-day Formation Course, 
guided by the sister and a German Jesuit. I translate~ for 
them. In November 1990 we organized a weekend retreat 
followed by a four-day course to Introduce CLC.On 
February 'of this year a Jesuit Magazine printed a report 
on this course. This article attracted great interest. We 
have received many letters, even from Rumania asking for 
information, about CLC. This swruner we are going to give 
six formation ,courses, one of them in a seminary. 

Italy (Guido Chiaretti, Enrico Deidda SJ): 

'We have 100 communities. But each community has 
many groups, because in, Italy we give the name IIcommunityli 
to the big family that integrates the groups of a city ,or 
region. We have published a'new translation in Italian of 
the GPs, with an introduction and'some comments. For the 
last year we have worked on common missio'n and many. of our 
communities have developed projects such as: a retreat 
house, clinics for the handicapped, open houses for 
refugees or, homeless children... We help at the Centre. 
Astalli in Rome, for Ethiopian refugees. Our twinning with 
the CLC of EL Salvador is a successful program. We visit 
them, they visit us, we exchange formation materials ••• We 
have opened two schools dealing with politics. The topic 
of our last National 'Assembly was IIIn the footsteps of the 
poor Christll because we want to let Christ's spirit 
influence our life style too. 

LUJtembourg (Agnes Rausch and Anne Sauber): 

Our country values "qualityll more than IIquantityli 
(Our country is 87 by 52 kilometers big!). The high point 
of this IIqualityli in CLC are: 1) Our efforts in Faith and 
Justice, the Preservation of Creation and ,sharing our 
material goods with others less fortUnate. 2} The 
preparation for Guadalajara and the study of the General 
Principles helped us discover in them a challenge and a 
way to grow spiritually. We do not see them as a burden. 
3) The Ignatian year has been an occasion to do more 
Spiritual Exercises, to go out and speak about Ignatian 
Spirituality. We have 'had 4 triduums on Ignatian 
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Spirituality. In our> connnitment to connnon mission we are 
helping India, The Philippines and Madagascar. We see in 
CLC a prophetic voice towards Europe, so that it doesn't 
become a "f0l:'tress" but opens itself to the 3rd. world. 

" 

Netherlands (Eric de Jongh and Marijke Elsenburg): 

Our country. is 150 by 400 kms big! We have 150 
members in our greups. We are gl.Vl.ng courses to introduce 
CLC. We are translating the General Principles. Ourmaga~­
ine is ,growing. Our groups are interested in spirituality,. 
particularly IIIgnatian" rather than in norms andstruct­
ures. We come to them offering this spirituality, hoping 
that little by lit;tl,E!>they will ~ee the need for struct­
ures and Principles. We need to form and support guides 
for new groups. We exper;ience difficulties informing and 
gu+ding young people. 

Poland (Boguslaw Spurgjasz, Krystyna Bolewska. Also Fr 
Adam Schulz s. j ., as Assistant of E. T. ) : 

We have 40 connnunities in 11 cities, div'ided into 
7 regions. Each group has a guide, coordinator and' 
ecclesiastical' assistant," Among them we,have 25 Jesuits. 
The National Secretariat " is in War~aw. We have. a monthly 
publication. Our country is undergoing deep changes, 

'. especially in the past three years. A "mission team" is 
studying the needs around us and what answer we should 
give to these needs, finding our common mission. We have a 
project to invite people from the same profession or area 
of interest to come together and help each other in areas 
of professional ethics, better service or the spiritual 
life. We have a Formation program for the communities and 
for group guides. Our geographic, socio-political and rel­
igious~ituation puts u~ in special contact with countries 
of the East,like Czechoslovakia, Russia, Hungary. We are 
planning to extent Qur h~lping hands to them too. 

Portugal (Maria Helena Aguiar, Maria Assuncao Carvalho, 
Lu::i:s Rocha e Melo SJ):' 

We have 57 ' groups. 32 are groups' of youngprof~ 
essionals, 23 of College students.'In Lisbon we have 23, 
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Coimbra 16, Aveijo 2, Porto 5, Braga 8, Covilha 3. The 
Executive Council is made up of the 'Guiding team and the 
National team. They meet twice a year. In addition to the 
Executive Council, we have four regional teams in charge 
of the formation and guidance of the groups. We work in 
close collaboration with the Society of Jesus. Like them, 
our main concern and commitment is towards Faith and 
Justice but at present our only common activity is the 
four University Centers of the Society of Jesus in Lisbon, 
Coimbra, Porto and Braga. We do SOme courses on Marriage 
preparation, on how to educate children as Christians, and 
for those among ~s who work in poor areas. 

Spa.in (Jose Mada Riera. He is also 'member of the E.T.): 

'For the last ten years there has been a great dev­
elopment of CLC in Spain. We work in close collaboration 
with the Society of Jesus. We have more than 1,000 members 
in over 100 communities. Our present pri<rdties are: 1) 
consolidation of the process at the local community, with 
eight-day retreats, Formation courses which include a 
eight-day Retreat and, three-day course, 2) personal and 
group discernment, 3) the common mission and our 
visibility in society. In the month of August we will have 
our National Assembly in which we will study the revised 
General" Principles, how to bring our' members tq make 
temporary and 'permanent commitments, our life style arid 
our participation in the World Community and in The 
Church. There will be working groups in these areas. 

Switzerland (Anni Rickenbacher, Paul Schmidt): 

Most of" the members are professionals and work­
ers, from 25 to 60 years of age. There is only one group, 
of High School students. 'We have 4" regions. The ExComeets 
seven times a year, the guides meet three times. Besides 
the formations courses we offer open 'meetings like the 
Pentecost reunion when we welcome parents and ,friends. 'The 
directed retreats are offered by Jesuits and by Sisters. 
During the Ignatian year many of our members have attended 
the seminars: Justice and Peace, Poverty and Wealth in our 
society, the Meaning of life, Searching for faith in daily 
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living, Justice and peace, Drugs, Relationship with the 
church: .separation and past wounds, the Multicultural 
society, }he Cons~er society..• 

Slovenia (Anton Kodalj, Maida Kocar, Alenka Faydiga, Silvo 
Sinkovec SJ): 

The World Assembly of Guadalajara has been very 
important for our community. The day we p~esented the 
Guadalajara Assembly to our communlties,the Archbishop 
and 'Tim Quinlan sa were 'present. By the way we are called 
IISlovenian CLC". KRES is the name of' a more limited 
organization, and we cannot be called "YugoslavianCLC" 
because we only represent groups which are Slovenian. As 
you know' Yugoslavia is' not yet a unified country: last 
ye,ar we foresaw the political situation of today. We have 
around 200 members. Fifty of them are rather young. We are 
trying to offer better formation, helping them with 
probiems like "how to relate with their·parents?". We work 

. in the parishes, at.the schools ... Next month of June we 
shall have our first ~ational Assembly. 

* * * 
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BUILDING COMMUNIT~ FOR MISSION: 

NOTES FROM A CONTINENT-WIDE CLC ENCOUNTER 


1. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ENCOUNTER ' 

A. Origins and preparation of the encounter 

In ,1989, during its annual 'meeting, the World 
Executive Council (ExCo) decided to submit a proposal to 
all the national leaders of the CLC in Euro~e. Briefly, 
the proposal was, in the words of the ExCo: 

To have a CODlllUnal experience of prayer, study and work which may help us to 
discover once 'again and to deepen the. etc ~ism, so as to formulate some strat ­
egies for its greater development in Europe~ both in quality and in numbers. 

-Several factors, were considered by the ExCo in 
making this proposal. Som~of these are: 

That regional meetings or courses have proved to be 
successful towards the development of a common 
language and of common orientations. 

The fact that a number of European countries stood in 
need of an opportunity to' learn from others and to 
discover fresh possibilities for the development of 
CLC and its mission. 

The mandate of the World Assembly of LOYOLA'86 about 
the necessity of fostering regional coordination and 
international formation (cfr. "Synthesis of 
recommendations" II. 1 & 2, in PROGRESSIO n.5-6/1986). 

The offer of financial support for initiatives of this 
sort, particularly within Europe, from a European 
benefactor. 

In a first letter to the European Leaders, the 
World ExCo proposed some content and a style for an 
encounter of European CLC members to be held in 1990, 
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before the World Assembly. A qUestionnaire was included in 
the letter so as" to get the reactions of the various 
national ExCos. Practically all the countries responded, 
which was a sign of their interest in such a proposal. The 
responses were in· general very positive, but also very 
diverse. Moreover, many of the suggestions that came 'from 
the coUntries obviously 1mproved the original proposal. As 
a result, the' ExCo thought· it well to go ahead with the 
idea of having a European encounter, but to postpone it 
until Easter 1991, after the World Assembly. A Peparatory 
Team was' appointed to collate the responses received from 
the various countries, to combine them with the original 
proposal 'from the' ExCo and to'presentthe result to the 
European Delegates.to Guadalajara. The:coordinator of this 
team was Fr'TimQuinlan s.j., from the World 5.ecretar:l:at, 
and the members were StevenVan'Uffelen '(Flanders), Jose 
Maria Riera (Spain) and Ingeborg von Grafertstein 
(Germany). 'They worked through Correspondance and then met 
fora weekend in Germany. 

Once the final proposal had been worked out by 
the Preparatory Team, presented to the European aelegates 
in Guadalajara and accepted by them, another team began to 
wOrk. 'It was the'''Guiding Team", ~hich was actually going 
to guide the experience itself. The members of this.team 
were Ingeborg von Grafenstein, from Germany, andJose 
Reyes, Ft Tim Quinlan and Fr Julian Elizalde, from the 
World CLC Secretariat. Two other persons joined them as 
retreat gUides during 'the first part of the· encounter: 
Mary Blickmah" (Holland') . and SrHildegard Krumpellman 
(Germany) . 

- The 'long .preparation , including the contributions 
from many people, 'resulted in a very valuable experience 
which the following pages try to describe for the re1:lders 
of PROGRESSIO. 

B. The Participants: 

The Preparatory Team worked out a set of criteria 
to help the National Leaders select the participants. The 
criteria covered several-a:spects: 
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these criteria,. the National ExCos selected 
an indication, two places were offered 

- Most of the participants should be lay people: actually 
all the participants were lay people. The criteria, 
however, had not closed the possibility of religious and 
priests participating. 

- The participants should be between the ages of 20' and 40 
years: This reference to age (flexible of course) was 
necessary to indicate that the intention was to give to 
the ypunger generations the chance to have an experience 
that was continent ....wide. Actually, most of the· 
participants were between 30 and 40 years old. 

- The participants should already be commit~et toCLC and 
have shown leadership qualities. They should also be com­
mitted to work for their comunities in the future: this 
was suggested because one of the main results expected 
from the encounter was.to have people in a position to 
adapt the experience to their own CLC reality.and to 
make it useful to their whole national community. The 
experience was not meant for people just joining CLC. 

- The participants should be free to undertake the whole 
programme (no eJ!:emptions for the retreat): the.retreat 
was. ,considered to be part of the programme, and 
therefore was not replaceable by previous retreats. To 
make a retreat together was an important point in this 
encounter. 

- The participants . .should be people other ,than those who 
had been delegates to the World As~embly .at Guadalajara: 
This was to open international CLC experiences to ~any 
people. Actually, only two persons had been present at 
Guadalajara,. and they came to Augsburg at the suggestion 
of the World Secretaria,t because, of the particular role 
they play in their communities. . 

- For those Jesuits, priests or other religious selected 
for' the experience, the same criteria should apply, wi.th 
more.flexibility with regard to their age. 

With 
their delegates. As 
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to each country, and it was said that the whole group 
should. not go over 40 people. According to theircapabilit­
ies, some countries registered one, while others register­
ed two or three . delegates. 41· registration forms were 
accepteg at the World SecretariattOnly 32 people arrived 
in Augsburg" due to . last minute probletnl:L Among the 
problems, the clasical one, regarding the obtaining of 
visas prevented the 3. Polish delegates from participating. 

The following, .European commUnities were repres":' 
ented at Augsburg: Flemish Belgiwn (2),Czechoslovakia 
(1) , England and Wales (3)~ France (:3) , Germany (4, 
including one from the East of the country), Holland (2), 
Hungary (1), Ireland (2), Italy (3), Malta (2), Portugal 
(3), Slovenia (2), Spain (3), Switzerland (1). 

,During the first meeting, when each participant 
said a·few words about himself or herself, it became clear 
to everybody that this was a group of people which 
contained great richness. This was confirmed during the 
eleven days that were to follow. 

C. An overall view of the encounter: 

In a letter to the participants (18-12-90), the purpose 
and progFamme of the Augsburg experience were. summarized 
as follows: 

Welcome 'to the European etc meeting inAugsbUrg, 26th of March to 7th April 19911 We 
received ydur application and are happy to confirm a ip1ace for you in this meeting. 
We would like to express. to you directly the purpose of this meeting. We want to 
experience' a cCllllllWli.ty for mission which draws its vitality from the SCriptures, the 
Pasclia1 Mystery, the Spiritwi.1 Exercises, the liturgy, the revelation of God's will 
through the events of our times (cf General Principles, n.S). Its spirit is SUDllled up 

in the Contemp1atio of St Ignatius. Ail is gift, including our freedom which allows 
us to. respond in gratitude and loving service to the God .who draws the whole human 

family t? unity. 

We hope to. look at some of the issues facing Europe today and approach them in the 
spirit of the Gospel. We have divided the programe into two main phases. Ibe first 
phase is the retreat whiCh has two parts. !he first part consists of a retreat in 
daily life which is planned for the ten weeks leading up to the meeting. !he details 
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of this retreat are ,covered in a separate letter both for the benefit of your retreat 
guide and yourself. The second part of ~ retreat consists of three full day~during 
the first section of the meeting: 

27th of March ~ Orientation day: during this day you will have an opportunity for 
quiet reflection on your recent journey in faith, inCluding your retreat in daily 
life, in preparation for the three~days silent. retreat which will follow. 

28th to the 30th of March - silent retreat: These days will give you an opportunity 
for following some 'of the exercises propQsed by St Ignatius with the help of your 
guide, in personal interviews. The cOlllllUtlity as . such will celebrate the Holy Week 
ceremonies at appropriate times during.the three days • . 
31st of March - Easter Sunday: this will ~ a break day, apart from a session of two 


hours which follows the evening meal. This session will be devoted to a reflexion on 

the three-days retreat. 


The second phase of the meet~ng - the workshop, begins on the 1st of April. During 

this first day we will reflect over certain aspects of the discernment of spirits and· 

some key features of .our spirituality. 


From the 2nd to the 5th of April we will focus on four specific topics involving the 

mission of the Church in Europe: Environment, "them and us" - refugees, etc., 

evangelization, quality of life - family life (cf General Principles,. n.4). We ask 

you . to reflect on these topics' and to be particularly attentive to the facts and to 

your experiences connected witIi them. 


The 6th of April will be an evaluation of the meeting and a consideration of future 

perspectives andpla,ni;. We will conclude the meeting with a celebration and leave on 

the following morning,. the 7th of April. 


With this letter we include .practical information on a red sheet and some guidelines 

for your retreat in everyday life on the yellow sheets. . 


We are looking forward to seeing you on the evening of the 26th of March, 1991. If 

you need any more information, please do not hesitate to get in touch with us. In the 


meantime, we wish you a very happy Christmas and many blessings dtn:'ing the c~ 


year. 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 


Jose Reyes c.v.x. ;rill!'Quinlan s.j. 
(members of the guiding team) 
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D. 	 10 weeks of personal preparation: a retreat in dai1y 
life 

Each participant rec~i\1ed' some mate'rial so as to help 
him/her to initiate a retreat in daily life,throughout the 
period of ten weeks leading up to the meeting in Augsburg. 
The explanation given to the part~cipants was as follows: 

The retreat in,' daily life is an important Part of the preparation for the Easter 
meeting in Augsburg. (Of course, t:his retreat may be contimled after the'meeting if 
yOl.i<so desire) • We inC1i.td~ with this' instruction;: another sheet entitied"The 

Exercises in daily life • a few reminders j
, by Pat O'Stlllivan s.j. plus "Texts for 

19th annotation retreat". You will notice that the material covers a period of 10 
weeks, which fits the .period: January, February and most of March 1991 leading: up to 
our meeting. We invite you ,to contact a spiritual guide and share,with him or her the 
material connect~ with the retreat and th~ reason Why you are doing it. 

~< ' 

The cortt:ent ,of the texts coveJ;'s the f"ollowingtopics: the entry into the retreat; 
God's love; my '. salvation histQry; covenant-resPonse; healing and conversion; d.esire 
for the Kingdom: The way you tackle it will depend on your own experience of' faith in 

,God and the,way you a.redrawn by thel:loly Spirit. 

During the meeting, the three'full days of retreat will be' oriented towal:ds a sense 
of oiission with Christ in the Church. 

We 	 remind you .of some of the practical aspects of the retreat in daily life. 'Most 
'guides see their retreatants once a wOOk,others once everY two weeks. we suggest 
that you coamit yourself toone full period of' pray~each <fuy, with the appropriate 
Preparationbeforeband and time afterwaI-dsfor written reflexions. 

We want to stress the importance of a retreat journal, L.e. your diary of reflexions 
on' your daily prayer': This will be useful for the orientation day in the meeting and 

help you ~ve' into 'thEi 3full days of retreat during that segment of the me~ting. 

NB: 	 While we have stressed the importance ,and help such a retreat in daily life. can offer 
us, we don't intend it to be an absolute condition for attending the meeting. We are 
aware that many difficulties Can arise' in the lives of people Who are busy with 
family 'and other responsibilities. The Augsburg meetiilg is important iri 'itself. So 

don't' withdraw' frOm it if you find that you are Unable to do or complete the retreat 
in daily lifeprogranme beCaUse of one' or other good reason. 
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2. THE 11 DAYS IN AUCSBURC' 

First Part:, Introduction and retreat (Days 1 to 5) 

A.- Presentation of the meeting, goals, method, etc. 

After an opening ceremony in which we heard 
something about each' person's life and presented the 
various symbols that had been brought by the participants 
to represent their countries and communities, there was a 
prayerful introduction to the meeting. A member of the 
guiding team addressed the participants in the following 
words: 

Why are we here? 

I am sure that each one of you has good personal 
reasons for being here. I am sure also that those personal 
reasons have been supported in some way by a community. 
You are responding, from your part, to an invitation 
addressed to' you from the .World CLC Community. :rhis 
invitation has been passed to you through your national 
leaders, and you have found in it something valuable, in 
line with your own desires, concerns and vision. 

It would be long now to list all our personal 
motivations. We will have time during these days, I am 
sure, to share on this and on many other topics. As a 
starting point, however, I want to s~rize some motivat­
ions for this meeting from the point of view of the World 
CLC Community. 

In a short sentence, I would introduce this 
encounter by saying that "weare here to build community 
for service". 

To build community••• 

We all share in some way the spirit of the CLC '" World 
Community through our local realities. We all know that 
the same grace has been given. to people different from us, 
even far from us. And we all know that "our responsibility 
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to develop the bonds of community does not stop with our 
local community but extends to the National and World 
Christian Life Community" (GP7). To develop these bonds of 
community we want now as a European "gathering of people 
in Christ, a cell of His mystical Body" (GP7): 

':"' 	 To meet each other·and together to reach a clear idea 
of what our vision of community is;, to ~share events, 
concerns and projects; to ;learn . from one another. 
Through our encounter and sharing with each other, we 
want to widen our horizons. 

To pray together and to celebrate our faith. Our 

~ prayer; based un the Sacred Scripture and,the daily 

Eucharist (GPS, 12al'will be a highlight of our 

meeting•. We, will aslc the Lord·to tell us. what he wants 

from us as al community. We want to pray and share 

until we reach a common vision, .in union of hearts and 

minds, especially with regard to our mission in Europe 


~ and the world of today. . 

T.o experience together "the specific SQurce and the 
characteristic instrument of our spirituality" (GPS), 
through a short guided retreat inspired.by the Spirit ­
ual Exercises. Our silence will be a personal and 
communal listening to 'God. 

To. focus on, and>celebrate as a community, the Paschal 
Mystery of our Lord: "The spirituality of our 
community: is centered on Christ and· on participation 
in the, Paschal Mystery" (GP5). The liturgical season 
in which we 'are going to be here is a wonderful 
occasion to grasp as a community this "center of our 
spirituality". 

To drink together· from the sources of 'our spirituality 
"which opens and disposes us to whatever God wishes in 
each concrete situation of our daily.life" (GPS). 

To ;eceive all the graces that the Spirit of the Lord 
wants to give"us, as individuals and as a community, 
which probably will surpr'ise us and will renew and 
strengthen our life in the Spirit. 
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• •• for service 

Clearly, conununity is for service, and this time 
together' JnAugsburg· is a chance. that "the. Community urges 
us to proclaimtheWord·of God and to' work for the reform 
of structures of society" (GP8d). The sources of our 
spirituality ·include "the doctrinal development of the 
Church and the revelation of God's 'will through the events 
of our times!! (GPS).. Along these lines we want in these 
days: 

To look prayerfully at ,some events of our times, both 
. in view of preparing ,our~elves.for a better service 
and' of building community from our sources. Among the 

>many event~ that are speaking to us, 'we have .chosen 4: 
a) . The use of creation l:Uldof :t;'esourcesj b) Refugees 
and the poor in Europe; c) The challenge ofevangeliz­
ationand d) Family and lifestyle. 

To recognize "the call of· Christ from within the world 
in which we live" (GP4), particularly regarding "those 
human and Gospel values •.• which affect the dignity of 
the person, the .welfare of the family and the 
integrity of creationll (GP4) t 

To identify possible ways of growing in our "solidar­
ity with,the poorll, in our IIwork for justicell arid in 
our "integration .(or Urtity) of life" (cfr. GP4) •. " 

·To' become more concerned .with·evangelization, i.e., 
with the. task of "bringing"the gOSPel: of salvation to 
all .people and to serve individual persons and society 
by opening hearts to " conversion' and struggling to 
change oppressive structures" (GP8) 

.,. 	 To 'contribute to the unity of Europe from the richness 
of Christian values. It is not enough that politic­
ians,. bankers, the military and businesspeople meet 
to build a "European Communityll. Christian communit­
ies, ourselves, need to meet . and dream together in 
order to find more human and evangelical foundations 
for' a "United Europe in solidarity with the whole 
world and conunitted towards justicell • 
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This is a big challenge. We don't want to give up 
the continent-wide and structural dimensions of the,task, 
concentrating all our efforts only in the immediate.of our 
local an9 closest reality. Rather, basing ourselves firmly 
on the realities of our lived experience, we want to see 
this meeting as the next humble and practical step towards 
a.greater involvement of CLC in the mission of the Church 
in Europe today. 

We . will. not come up with great solutions, but we 
will experience our being a missionary . community in 
J!!urope. ,And, I am sure, th\:?· Lord will f ill us with his 
grace, and through us will touch our communities with new 
insights and with a greater desire for service. 

With regard to the method: . 

The first part will follow the.style of a silent 
retreat, and will be introduced later tonight. 

The second part' will be a.workshop. Each day we 
will be concerned with a theme and you know the list of 
them. There will be a guiding team. During the process, we 
will help. you to share and to move towards the goals that 
I have just presented to you: 

We, the guiding team, will give you some inp,ut.on the 
topic of the day. We have got ourselves ready to do 
that. " But we are; not "experts" presenting all the 
aspects of the theme. 

You will be invited to ·communicate your own knowledge 
and experiences. We are all supposed .to take the 
themes very seriously, to listen carefully, to search 
for'the ,best of each interventi.on. 

·Wewill ·all· 'have time for personal reflecti·on and 
prayer. 

We will often move into listening groups. You will be 
invited . to express your Qwn struggles, fears, 
frustrations .•• with regard to the various topics~ 
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In all this we will try, as a commUnity, to listen to 
the Lord who is speaking to us through our inner movem­
ents. We will present tohini our difficulties, asking 
him to convert Our hearts, t6 purify our efforts, to 
heal our wounds, to accept us as companions in his 
mission. 

However, each day has its own concern. Let us 
remain here for today. The last day, we can again read 
these pages as a lead-in to oUf evaluation. And that 
evaluation will send us home with a new experience•.• and 
perhaps we will be able to repeat the best of this meeting 
at the natJonal level. 

'Ie 'Ie 'Ie 

These opening words were later printed and 
distributed to the participants. In a long encounter, it 

. is always helpful to 'have a written statement which 
reminds everybody about the grace we are searching for. 
During the last day, it was helpful to read these pages 
over onCe more so as to' orient our evaluation of the 
experience. 

B. Orieritation day: 

Before beginning the' silent retreat, we had two 
important things to do: 

. - To get to know one another better 
- To share about our preparation for this meeting. 

In a personal time, we tried to recollect 
ourselves, i.e., to see who we are, where we are and what 
we would· like to share with others. A time for sharing in 
small listening groups followed, and an atmosphere of 
community began to grow, from the very first day. 

During the afternoon, the model of personal time 
followed by listening groups was repeated. This time the 
subject was the ten weeks preceding this meeting. Many, of 
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the participants ;had, as suggested, gone through the 
experience of a retreat in daily life. Others replaced it 
by· one or twowee~ends retreats. A'few confessed. that they 
simply had not been able to ma~e any proper preparation. 

This afternoon ended with a meeting of each 
retreat guide and hislher rei:reatants, to ,agree the 
timetable and other practicalities for the,/ following days. 
The Eucharist closed the day and marked the beginning of 
the silent retreat. 

C. The silent"retreat: 

What can be said in a report about three full 
days of silent and personally guided retreat? 

. Let us say only two things: 

1) The retreat guides met., every night to share,. learn 
from one another and reflect upon what was going on. 

2) 	 The ,liturgy, particularly during this Easter time., was 
thE! only' ,moment in which'we all met as a community... 
Notice ··that . the retreat went through Holy Thursday, 
Good Friday and Holy Saturday. 

D. Lisrteninggroups: sharing about the retreat experience 

After'.· the Easter Vigil, which began at 11 p.m., 
we finished. the ,three days ()fretreatwitha celebration. 
Easter Sunday was a free day, when many. visited the city 
of Augsburg. In the evening of Sunday, we met again in 
listening groups to share about our ,personal journey 
during the ·three ,previous days. We used.as a help the 
following. guideline: 

Listening groups- Evening of the 31.3.91 

1. 	 Introduction 

a. 	 Our retreat, though short, has been a time in which 
God has addressed each one of us personaJly •. Now we 
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"I will ask for what I want cmd desire" 

I have taken one simple $tatement as a point of 
departure for an examination of some basic elements of our 
Ignatian approach. I do this with an eye to our workshop, 
which consists of aCLC approach to mission and apostolate 
in ,Europe. At the moment I want to 'introduce the subject 
and invite . you to take part in the process of discovery. 
You have considerable experiences. This workshop gives all 
of us the opportunity of combining our forces and strength­
ening our, confidence in ou,r own reflected experience., 

,The ,whole process of election/choice of life is a 
major element of the Spiritual Exercises. The various 
steps leading towards this moment are presented in'the 
Sp,iritual' Exercises. An important key to this process is 
the prayer of petition. Ignatius keeps repeating: "I ,will 
ask for what I want and desire"; Notice, he does not ask 
the 'retreatant this question only during. the time of 
election. He begins at the'1st Exercise of the 1st Week. 
At each point he not only tells us to ask for ,what we want 
and desire, but he ,is very specific about what we should 
pray for, thus e~g. in the 1st Exercise he, says: "Here I 
will p,ray ;for ,shame and confusion". 

Taken by itself, the phrase can suggest various 
interpretations. If it is placed beside a subject such as 
"Them and us - refugees in Europe", for example, then such 
a statement could look very self-centred. However confront­
ed with a crowded rooming-house of jobles's refugees, I 
must, ask the question: do ,I want to ,commit myself to 
caring for these :people and i.n what way? 

Or again, this phrase, taken out of context, would be 
a travesty ,of what Ignatius meant in the Spiritual 

,Exercises. It has, for example, sometimes happened ina 
lectured form of the Exercises. The ,guide giving the 
points might say: "This is the 3rd day of: the retreat and 
we will take the 1st Exercise of the 1st Week. In this 
Exercises it says you are, to pray for what you, want and' 
desire. Here it is shame and confusion. Some critics of 
the Spiritual' Exercises have seen in them a voluntaristic 
approach to 
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Before we are ready to cast the first stone, it could be 
sobering, to notice how so many people approach their jobs 
or voluntary work on this basis: this'work is good - I 
will do. it. 

Ignatius placed the election of a vocation and 
other important decisions within a process of spiritual 
growth and insight in the Spiritual Exercises. Similarly 
such a process, or the' 'fruits of such a . process are 
important for decisions we take in the market-:place and so 
many other spheres of 'our life. There is'an important 

"correlation b~tween the way we do the Spiritual Exercises 
and the . way ,we approach decision-making in the market­
place. This, can be an important advance in our lives. It 
also could be' rather discouraging. Some people say in so 
many words that discernment of spirits has no real place 
in the market-place. And were we to think ov~r the 
enormous efforts made by St Ignatius.and his companions in 
their deliberations on poverty,we could look. at our own 
~fforts in a very unfavorable light. 

It is true that we are sinners and that, as human 
beings; we remain limited in our. grasp of the reality. 
Nevertheless much can' be learnt about 1;.he discernment of 
spirits and about good decision making. True Christian 
decision-making wilt usually be a'matter of approximation. 
Aiming for. a perfect solution may very well be the death 
of a good one. 

I want to propose an initial exercise for you so 
that we can put together a picture, of the proces:;which 
goes into good decision-making. I want you to recall some 
decision you have made in the everyday or "secular"world 
and . the steps which you ,took during the::' process. Take 15 
minutes'.for this. Bring this work pack to the group. When 
all have shared, put'the individual contributions together 
as a synthesis ,and bring back the results to the whole 
group. Choose a spokesperson to make a presentation of the 
material. Our work will, we trust, be 'a step towards 
answering the question: what are some of the features of 
good Christi.im deci~ion-making1 
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For the afternoon, we followed very closely the 
guideline that had been prepared: 

A first quick view of Europe, 

as the field of our mission 


(European values: rising and falling) 


1. 	 Personal activity (one hour's time): In this personal 
time, taking inspiration from some exercises proposed 
by Ignatius, we will try to look at Europe and achieve. 

a "composition of place". We will use the' "application of 
senses". Some expressions from the Exercises that will 
help us: . 

- "to ·see the different persons .•• II (106, 114) lito 
listen to what the persons say. '••• " (107, 115) I~to see 
and consider what they are doing •.• " (108, 116). 

- "to see in imaginaticmu (65) 
"to hear· the' .wailing, ·the howlingt . cries and 
bla~phemies against Christ, our Lord•.• 11 (67) 

.:. 	 "With the sense of smell to perceive the. smoke, the 
sulphur, the filth, and corruption" (68) 

"to . taste the. bitterness of tears, sadness, and 
remorse of conscience" (69) .•. and also "to smell the 
infinite fragrance, and taste the infinite sweetness 
of the divinity .•• to apply these senses to the soul 
and its virtues,·and to all according to the person we 
are contemplating ••• " (124) 

'. 	"With the sense of touch to feel the flames which 
envelope and burn the souls" (69) ••• and also "to 
apply the' sense of touch, for example, by embracing 
and kissing the plaee where the persons (the holy 
family) stand or are seated .•• " (125) 

- "the intellect, without any digression, •••.. recalls the 
matter contemplated before" ••• (64) 

Our aplication of . senses' will be lIto draw some 
profit" and not to become depressed or afraid. 
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a. 	 Take. your time and apply your senses (notyet.your 
thinking .mind) to your European reality·and try to 
express: 

- What. tenqencies· and values do you see, smell, touch, 
hear as IIgrowing" today in Europe? 

- In which'of these tendencies and values do you see the 
IIplace where the persons (Jesus, Mary and Joseph) 
stand or are seatedll . An other way of putting this 
question would be: where do you see Jesus .growing. in 
Ell1;ope? 

- What va.lues do you see, smell,- touch, hear as 
IIcollapsingll today in Europe? 

Which are the IIwailing, the howling, cries and 
blasphemies agqinst .Christ our Lord .. ~lIthat you can 
re~ogniz~ today in Europe. 

b. 	 You may wish to approach your IIEuropean realityll in 
concentric circles: ..you~ city;.your country, a group 
of countries or region, the whole continent. You don't 
need to do all of this. You can do part of it .•. as it 
comes to your senses~ 

c. 	 In your account, try to use a variety of means: short 
sentences, images that cross your mind, drawings, 
schemas •.• or whatever : means, to communica~e your 
intuitions to the 9thers. Everythi~g does not have to 
be right in what you say. To achieve this it is 
helpful to begin your intervention or each of your 
sentences by. expressions such as: limy sense of slllell 
tells me ... II , III have a picture' before my eyes ••• II , III 
have touched with my hands ••• II ,. III hear very 
often••. II, c. IISomethingI saw has impressed me ... II, III 
.have tried to drink from this or that other CUp ... II, 
.111 have tasted toe bitterness of. this or that other 
,situation.•• 11, and so on. 

2. 	 Group exercise: (90 to 120 minutes) 

This is a sharing and a listening exercise. Remember 
that this is only a first approach to our European scene; 
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an 
we 

approach through the senses ... and, that in everything 
are trying to find the voice of Christ speaking to us. 

a. One after the other, we will share the outcome of the 
personal activity (40 to 50' minutes). While one is 
speaking, the others are' actively listening, Le., 
trying to find the best of the other's intuition. You 
may interrupt·, the person speaking only if you need 
clarification. 

b•. Each person will repeat one thing said' by another 
person. What you will repeat is something that someone 
else said and that has particularly impressed you. You 
can add a "comment after your repetition., (20 minutes). 

c. 	 The group will prepare '" a poster, ~n two columns: 

1st column: Values growing, Christ present and growing 
2nd column: Values collapsing, the· wailing. the 
howling, cries and blasphemies. 

The way of proceeding could be as follows: 

One person writes in the·poster (short sentences) at 
the suggestion of one or other of the group. If no 
objection is presented, the person just writes the 
suggestion received in the respective column. If th~re 
is a disagreement, simply don't write that suggestion, 
but keep it in your mind. Feel free to adopt a 
different way of proceeding. (about 30 minutes) 

NOTE: . Take' a break at any appropriate time during this 
exercise. ' 

3. 	 Assembly Exercise: We will make art effort to' break 
through 'our language barrier and listen to one person 
per' group presenting the poster. We will have a moment 
of silence towards the end and will fil1ish with a 

. prayer. 

Introduction + Personal activity: 60'minutes 

Group exercise + Break: 80 minutes 


Assembly Exercise: 45' minutes 
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C. Day 7: Environment 
goods God gives 

our use of the resources and 
us 

* Morning prayer 
Deut. 30, 15 and 19: "I set be,foreyou life or death, 
blessing or curse. Choose life, . then, so that your 
descendants may live" •. 

*Introduction of the subject 

Yesterday in our generic look q,t Europe we saw, heard, 
smelt and touched already these 2 tendencies: death and 
life. Today we focus' on one particular area where this 
choice between life-giving and life-dest~oying attitudes 
and deeds ... becomes more and more· crucial: the theme of our 
use and abuse of God's gift ()f creation~ 

While preparing this Course we chose this question 
from among many other valuable issues because we felt that 
it is a E~ropean and even a world-wide ph~nomenon. At last 
after the catastrophe of Tchernobyl we understood that 
ecological problems. do not respect borders but affect the' 
whole of Europe, and no¥, seeing the Irakianand Kuwaiti 
oil affecting ~ea and atmosphere,we must .admit that this 
is upsetting the resources and life possibilities of 
millions of people and the ecological balance for many 
years to coma. "Make peace with the planet ll is therefore 
not just a slogan but a Umust". More ~nd more people in 
European countries (and not only the poorer countries of 
our world) are aware of this -' mostly because they feel 
the effects of air and water pollution. This process is 
still very slow, given the lateness of the hour C(llready~ 

Facing these tremendous challenges, the Churches try 
to respond: remember the initiative of the Wo:rld CoUncil 
of Churches leading' to the meeting in Bale at Pentecost 
1989 and. in Seoul in 1990, focusing on "Justice, .peace and 
the integrity of Creation". In many countries Christian 
groups have long .been active, opening eyes/for people, 
being pressure groups to stir upa wider public. I am sure 

.that· many CLC members in different countries are already 
conunitted in this area. However, we must ask ourselves 
whether we are really mak:1ngfull use of our'resources ­
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see yesterday morning's consideration tm decision-making ­
in order to make our contribution. We hope this day will 
lead us further. 

* Activities for the day 

How will we deal with this question here? I will 
certainly not give you a lecture on ecology. I'll just 
recall to your mind some'main'areas of concern linked with 
this subject and list some of the causes. I am sure each 
one of you will be able to complete the list and to~deepen 
the reflection on the diverse roots of the problems. It is 
just meant to get us started for the followi.ng time of 
personal reflection and then the sharing. We'll end the 
morning with a prayer period on a scripture passage. In 
the afternoon we'll first have a look at consolation and 
,desolation and how to use them in faith so that we can 
freely and strongly respond ,to the challenge. 

* Areas of concern 

Change of climate, green-house effect, desertificat­

ion, hunger; floods, 

Deforestation by burning, dying of trees, soil erosion 

air pollution, 

water pollution, dying oceans, 

waste of energy, exploitation of unrenewable 

resources, 

risks of nuclear energy, unsolved problems of 

permanent'storage of radioactive materials, 

waste storage, 

the arms race and the arms trade, 

injustices in sharing of goods and resources 


* Exploring the causes 

Our attitude towards nature - illusions such as: We 
can do whatever we want, all problems can be solved by 
technical means and money . 
ConsumeriSm and an acqUisitive mentality 
A throw-away mentality 
The break between cause and effect (the one who 
litters is not the one who cleans up) 
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Anonimity and loneliness (lack of social control and 

perspectives) 

Inability to share. 


* A text to inspire our own reflection 

1. The prevailing economic systems. are in ,their foundations cotttrarj to the 
intentions of God's creation, resulting 'in povel,"ty, injustice, powerlessness and 
death rather thana-eating 'and providing for the basic needs, htJmoin rights, 
democrat~ empowerment and life for peOple. 
2;' Too often 'the teachiilg of the Christian faith isioisused to support these economic 
systems, and the struc~s of the powerful, mainline Western churches are aligned 
With, reflect, defend,' benefit from and are also' imprisoned by these systems of 
death. 
3. The ,God of the Bible identifies with the poor and powerless, and chooses to suffer 
-Mth them in theiI struggle for liberation and justice. 
4. The people of God are called and e.mpowered to follow Jesus and to identify with 
the ' poor' and oppressed h{ their'struggle for justice and'liberation, and to join with 
others who are not part of the churches and who are coomitted to and engaged in 
struggles for 'liberation and justice. 
5. Individual Christians, movements and base cOllJllUrlities, as well as the 
institutional churches are called to constant conversion in all aspects of life and 
to .the p~axis for life. Thlsinvolvesw~kingfor the 'creation of alternatives, as 
individuals, clrurch members and citizens." 

" 	 'f 

(From a document of a meeting of ecumenical Christian movements for justice in Asia, 
Africa, America,' and Europe. 1987, Sao Paolo, Brazil). 

* For personal reflection 

1. 	 Which problem touches me very much emotionally? 
2. 	 Looking' at my friends, my family, my surroundings: how 

do they' react to these questions? Points of 
disagreement with them? , 

3. 	 Looking at my country: what are the most urgent issues 
there~ the greatest public concerns at this time? 

4. 	 What a're the obstacles that prevent people' and 
governments from doing what is needed?. , , 

, * For sharing in the groups· 

Share briefly on Question 1 and 3 
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D. 	 Day 8: "Them and us" The Refugees, the poor, 
multicultural realities 

*- Morning prayer: Eph 2,14-19 "So you are no longer 
aliens .or foreign visitorsll. 

* Activities during the day: 
AfteuJ morning prayer, some points from the many 
proposed in the document that we publish below were 
presented to the participants'. They then had time to 
consider on reflection the whole document in the light 
of their own experience with refugees and poor people. 
The final part of the morning was used for sharing in 
small groups. During the afternoon, the whole group 
was able to listen to the German coordinator o·f the 
Jesuit Refugee Service, who was well informed" not only 
about his own country but also about the general 
situation in Europe. His in~ervention was very much 
appreciated by the group, and it was followed by a 
free. discussion with him. The last part of the day was 
used to pray and reflect over our relationship'with 
the poor (not only refugees), trying to reach hard 
realities and to see what we are learning from them 
and what we are giving to them. Our Eucharist, which 
closed the day's events, summed up everything about· 
our day. 

A working document to guide our reflection 

As Christians and members of the eLC we are. invited to 
show a preferential love for the poor. The poor in our 
lives comes in many guises, some of them very familiar 

.	because , "the poor" might be a person close to us .• T1}e 
poor has many costumes, some of them clean and comfortable 
because there are many kinds of poverty. But as a European 
community we have· to look with special attention to a 
group of "poor brothers and sisters" especially in need of 
our love and care: immigrants and refugees. A better 
understanding of refugees and a common effort to welcome 
them will help us become more compassionate and caring 
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towards the poor each one meets every day. In, the proces~ 
we will be blessed because in the poor we shall rediscover 
Christ and His Good News. 

1. The,problem of refugees 

The problem of _ refugees and immigrants is 
becoming. greater year by year, more urgen.t and dramatic; 
because of their increasing numbers, the physical, psycho­
logical and spiritual deteriorati(m of the "refugee" and 
the tensions created by this situation. 'The mishandling of 
the issue is doing harm to the refugeean.d the migrant, is 
stoking up xenophobia and racial hatred and is having a 
destabilizingeffectr on official policies. ' 

Ten years ago the number of refugees in the world 
was, more or less, 7.5 million with an equal number of 
displaced persons within the countries. Today there are 
more than 15 million refugees outside their countries of 
origin and from 30, to 40 million. displaced persons within 
their own borders. The less materially rleveloped countries 
are not' only' the source of the largest refugee movements 
but also are forced to be host· to the majority of, refugees 
and displaced persons in the world today. In 1989 there 
were 700,600 asylum applicants ,in Europe and North 
America. Another 450,000 applications from previous years 
are estimated to be backlogged in Europe and North America 
awaiting decisions on their claim to- asylum. This includes 
more than 100,000 in Canada and 40,000 in Switzerland. 

2. The laws i~ Europe 

The laws in Europe are increasingly restrictive 
and not always fair. Western Europe, at the end of the 
1980s, still has neither a coherent asylum policy nor an 
international refugee policy. Manifestly, many Eu~opean 
states have faileq to adapt to the realities of the new 
refugee situation and have tried to contain the situation 
by restrictive and deterrent policies. The problem with 
such policies, is that they contradict the proclaimed 
commitment of states to the principle of asylum, they lead 
to a, violation of important legal standards and, 
ultimately, they do not work. Deterrence dehumanizes the 
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asylum seeker and reinforces the division between US and 
THEM; it .constitutesa Berlin Wall in the mind. 

The demand for the free movements of people from 
the countries of the Soviet bloc has been a cornerstone of 
Western European (and indeed North American) human rights 
policy for the past 40 years •. What will the Western 
response be as this becomes a reality? We look at the 23 
members states of the Council of Europe,the 5 states of 
theSchegen Group, the 12 states of the Trevi Group, the 
Nordic Group, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, the 
Internation Civil Aviation Authority and even the European 
Free Trade Association. 

3. Thephilosophy 

The philosophy behind many of these laws, treaties and 
attitudes considers the human person in terms of: . 

work: what can they do ill our labor market? Do we need 
them? 

. Nationality: . where are they from? . Does their 
nationality put in jeopardy our national identity? 
Ethnic roots: how .different are they ethnically? How 
does. their presence affect our native population? 
Rooting and resettling, like a tree: How do we do it? 
Race: are they white, yellow, black? From what 
continent? From which' country? 
Culture:. how good, close to us, different is their 
culture? 

One of the most disturbing trends ~tthe end of 
the 1980s .has, beimthe way such people are being dismissed 
as."merely" economic migrants. 

But who is a refugee? 

According to the UN 1951 Convention refugees are 
defined as: "Stateless persons and people who owing to 
well-founded fear of· being persecuted for reasons of 
race, religion, nationality, membership of. a 
particular social group or political op1m.ons are 
unable or Unwilling to return to their own countries" •. 
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Recognizing the limitations of the existing definit ­
ions the Organization of African Unity adopted in 1969 
a new definition: "Any person who, owing to external 
aggression, occupation, foreign domination or events 
seriously, disturbing public order in either part or 
the whole of his/her country of origin or nationality, 
is compelled to leave his/her place of habitual 
resid~nce . in order to seek refuge in another place 
'outside hi$/her- country of origin or 'nationality". 

In 1981 the World Council of' Churches held the 
following definition: "Refugees are those who are 
forced to leave their homes and who are unable or 
unwilling to return because' of persecution or 
well-founded fear of persecution, for reasons of race) 
religion, nationali ty, membership in a particular 
social group, political op1n10n, systemic economic 
deprivation, or because of war':'telated circumstances". 

Economic concerns and different concepts of national 
identity lie 'behind our policies towards refugees and 
migrants: 

a)THEATOM1ZATION OF HUMANITY, regards each- individual 
as "an atom", . "an atom of huml:mityli. Society is' 

unified and the state rema1nsone thanks to the 
"assimilation machine ll 

, There' is complete disregard for 
different characteristics arid cultures. The refugee is one 
more that the 'country has to assimilate. But· the 
efficiency of the assimilation machine is limited. lIThere 
is a limit to tolerance" declared a European head of state 
recently. So there are restrictions and controls over the 
welcome for each new'and diffetent "atom". 

b) 	 The' "SEPARATE IDENTITIES SYSTEM" respects cultural 
and ethnic distinc'tions,' giving persons the right to 

be themselves. .The country is the melting pot of all the 
cultures. ,They may have schools, firms, ,churches ... if 
they have 'the means to support them. Otherwise they will 
have to. disappear as a separate culture or ethnic group. 

c) 	 THE HARMONIZATION' of cultures believes that all 
cultures have great value and can enrich each other. 
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The refugees are not seen as a burden but asa new 
challenge~ They are respecte!! and the,ir presence is seen 
as an enrichment for the country. Mutual respect, 
knowledge and interaction is supported and there is, on 
both sides, a transformation for the better. 

4. Psychological problems 

The refugees have su,Jfered very much before they 
decide to leave home and become a people ."without a· 
homeland". Very often they are victims of an imperfect 
society, ofdiscriminatio~, of racial, political or 
religious persecution. Each refugee reacts in a different 
way according to the individual or faniily situation, the 
capacity to adapt and the resources made available by the 
resettling country. 

This is a period of cr1S1S; their link is broken 
and their relationship with the world is uprooted: leaving 
relatives and friends, meeting different people, a new 
system of 'values which could give meaning to their life. 
They have no control over the situation. 

Looking back: they see loss, sepa;ration, homesickness ••• 
They try to believe that their predicament is temporary 
and that they will return home. They may cherish unreal 
hopes; their .. dreams about. the new life are often 
confronted 'by a disappointing reality•. Looking to the 
future: they see an unknown environment, a society hard to 
understand, different, Jull of dangers (oftentimes real) 
open, however, to future possibilities. 

This situation can trigger mental disorders, and 
upset them to the point of psychiatric problems, but can 
also be an opportunity to develop qualities; responsibil­
ity, maturity. From the point of view of apostolic work 
and evangelization, '. the immigrants and refugees are 
fertile· ground for serious evangelization (also for 
proselytism; they are often taken :advantage of sects). 

From the refugees' point of view the welcoming 
· country often disappoints their expectations. The country 

doesn't provide the services ,they .want. F.rom the welcoming 
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country's point of view, oftentimes, the refugees are 
mythical· people, or very inferior, uneducated, almost in­
human, or heroes, always right, with unquestionable 
rights. Between the refugees and the we1coming'country 
there is seldom a 'human, objective· and enriching 
relationship. 

Considered by some as legendary heroes. the 
refugees are seen by . others as intruders, deserving our 
pity while they consume the bread of the countries own 
people.· In recession times the refugees may have to serve 
as scapegoat for what goes wrong with society. ( .•. j 

5. Causes 

The growing complexity of the refugee situation 
is frequently related to a colonial legacy that created 
disputes, to questions ·of . national security and power 
politics, ,to the'aspirationsof oppressed groups and the 
struggle for se1f- determiriation.,At the same time it is 
not really very surpr1s1ng that the world is witnessing 
ever greater migratory pressures when the gulf between 
richer and poorer parts of the· world gets wider every 
year,· when it is beyond the capacity of many states to 
guarantee a tolerable life for their citiZens and when our 
commercial practice and teclmologica:1 capability mean that 
Western lifesty1esat:e beamed into virtually every .last 
village on earth. While many countries of the North are 
experiencing levels of affluence and prosperity 
unprecedented in their history, elsewhere levels of hunger 
rise; environmental degradation accelerates" the chances 
for the world's 800mill1on absolute poor recede. 

The appetite of Third World states to buy and the 
Nothern World's to sell military weaponry-contributes over 
250 billion doH.arsto the devastating debt burden.•. 

Questions: 

1) Who, amongst the tens of thousands of persons on the 
move, are in fact refugees or in need of international 
protection on humanitarian grounds? 
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2) What impact will these extraordinary wav~s of 
disaffected peoples· have on the orderly evolution of 
East/West relations? 

3) 	 What effects will these movements of people have on 
the ability to develop of the states they leave, 
states that are opting for a new economic and social 
organisation that will require the best qualified and 
educatedpeople.to manage them? 

4) 	 What, if any, are -the cut-off points beyond which 
states will not permit the haemorrhage of their 
skilled manpower? 

5) 	 What are the risks of destabilization and backlash? 

6) 	 Will the ~vements put such pressure on the already 
creaking asylum and immigration mechanisms of Western 
Europe that. chances for non-European asylum seekers 
will be further threatened? 

6. 	 Pastoral work 

As Christians who believe in God's Providence we 
have to look .at the refugee situation with optimism. These 
are "signs of our times". The Lord is always inviting us 
to walk on a road of redemption and glory. 

We 	 have to say .no to the concept of "Fortress 
Europe", isolated, selfish, sure of itself. We have to say 

. no to the concept of our countries as "assimilating 
machines" or "melting pots"" We respect all our brothers 
and. sisters, cultures and religions. We say no to a 
community which, despite being generous in economic 
support. .of refugees, in fact discriminates against or 
looks down on them. Webel'ieve in a Europe that is sign of 
Christ in today's world because it facilitates the 
development of all countries (preventing the refugees from 
leaving their homelands), fosters communication and like 
Christ, evangelizes by the power of love and respect. 

1st stage: welcoming the refugees: to open the doors. This 
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is a professional, ,legal task. We, CLC should come in cont­
act with JRS (Jesuit Refugee Service), Caritas, etc. to 
lobby for better and more equitable laws. We can sponsor 
families, help them in the fi:rst months of resettlement. 

2nd stage: Getting acquainted with them, as persons, 
knowing their cultures, the stages through, which they go, 
calling experts to talk to our grQupS, building' 
friendships, looking at, them and their cultures - with 
respect.' ' 

3rd stage: Integrating their presence, ~itnessing, 

cultures, with ours;. They become part bf our lives, have a 
representation in religious and ,in' socio-cultural 
projects, share responsibilities., We correct and help each 
other' ("they" are not always right). We all are enriched 
culturally. 

Difficulties: The refugees often withdraw into themselves, 
are conservative,' idealize the homelands and their'past 
while looking with negatives eyes at everything in the new 
country. 

They might feel' superior ,to ,us in their faith and 
moral life, while for us they look ritualistic. The youth 
often is critical of 'both sides. ­

The refugees wish to develop their own leadership. 
We should respect this Wish. 

In the light of 'the Gospel and the CLC we can help 
them discover 'and maintain the best 'values 'and traditions 
in their cultures and ours. 

Projects 

1. 	 Where can we start doing something? 
in our communities, families, parishes, 
institutions ... 
in the field, ,in projects related to refugee needs and 
aspirations, 
in articles,discussions, seminars in order to 
influence "thinking" and "feeling", regarding, the 
refugees. 
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together. with other·. organizations or movements, should 
JRS 	 andC4C start a new organization in Europe? 

2. 	 Refugees aren It· always right. .How can we help them 
become aware of who they are, how they handle the 
situation, how they could improve? Can we help them 
question. themselves? 

3. 	 Can we foster a positive and prophetic V1S10n of the 
future in Europe? Can we become advocates, do 
research, try new projects? 

. All these features should be present in some degree: 

Services to refugees: i.e. fac~ to face contact with 
the refuge~s.· 

Reflection and analysis on the causes of the suffer­
·ing, in the light of the Gospel and ethical 
perspectives. 

Communication: public information and consciousness, 
raising· role; ·use of media to sprea'd information and 
reflections to the wider public. 

Linkage with other JRScentres espeCially in Africa, 
Central America and Asia; cooperation for recruiting 
personnel, financial support ••. 

Collaboration with other religious, local church, and 
participation in relevant' agency forums, e.g. with, 
UNHC for Refugees. 

Catalyst"':role in ,starting organizations to meet 
refugee needs. 

'* * * * '* 
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E. 	 Day ~: Evangelization: our part in the mission of the 
Church 

x Morning prayer: 

"That they·may all be one ••• 

.so that the world may believe 


that you have sent me" 

(In 17:21) . 


. X Presentation of, the topic 

The recent encyclical of John P.aul II "Redemptor­
is Missio" (RM) will offer us a starting point for our 
reflection on this important theme.' Some parts of it have 
been photocopied, and you will later have some time for a 
prayerful reading. 

"The Second Vatican' Council sought to renew the 
Church's life and activity in the light of the needs of 
the contemporary world. The Council emphasized the 
Church's "missionary nature", basing it in a dynamic way 
on . the Trinitarian. mission itself. The missionary thrust 
therefore' belongs to the very nature of the Christian 
life. and is also the inspiration behind ecumenism" (cf. 
Redemptoris Missio.· 1). We are all called to take· part in 
this missionary ,thrust by proclaiming "the great works of 
God" (ibid). The word "evangelization" expresses this 
missionary concern of all of us: "In fact. preaching the 
Gospel gives me nothing to boast of, for I am under 
compulsion and I should be in .trouble if I failed to do 
it!" (1Cor 9: 16) • 

While the "mandate" of evangelization is 
addressed to all 'Christians, there is '''a certain pluralism 
within the fundamental- unity of the same mission ••. " (RM 
23) .. This pluralism is "the result of the drivingforcecof 
the Spirit himself.; ft encourages us to pay heed to the 
variety of missionary charisms and to the diversity of 
circumstances and peoples (ibid). 
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Reading op.r. General Principles we can discover 
what our own contribution to the great work of 
evangelization is •. They refer many times to this subject: 

- "We aim to become committed Christians in'bearing 
w~tness to thosehumari and Gospel values ••. (n.4) 
"apostolic witness and service, especially in our .. 
daily environment" (n.4) 

- " ... union·with the . Church where Christ here and now 
continues his mission of salvation" (n.6) 
" we have received from Christ the mission of ,being 
his witnesses before all people by our attitudes, 
words and actions ••. It. (n. 8) 

- ''' .•• to bring the Gospel of salvation t.O all people.•. 
by opening hearts to' conversion and strugglingto 
change. oppressive structures." (n.8) •. 
" to make Christ and his saving action present to 
our surroundings ••. 11 n.8a). . 

-." •.•~xtending the Gospel in a lasting and penetrating 
way among the great ,diversity·of persons, places and 
situations" (n.8a). 

- " •.. to proclaim the wOt:'d cifiGod and to work for the 
reform of structures ofsociety••• lI (n.8d) 

- "We wish to contribute to theevangelizati,on of 
cultures from within ••• U, (n.Bd). , 

- ..• discovering how best to bring Christ's presence, 
concretely, to our world" 

Let us, focus today on two 'aspects which, because 
they belong to the'core of our CLC charism, through them 
we can contribute significantly to the mission of the 
Church. 

During the morning, we will have a personal time 
in which .each one, after reading the excerpts from RM, 
will try to recall moments tn which he/she has been abJ.e 
to engage others in spiritual conversation in the 
work-place, in the street .•• or perhaps even in a pub!. 
This approach is consistent.with'our way of life and with 
expressions from our GPs (underlined above) such as: 
"especially in our daily environment", "here and now", 
"before all people" , "to' all people" t "present to our 
surroundings", "among the gt;eat diversity of' persons" 
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places and situations", t'from within •.• It, "concretely, to 
our world". The' supposition is that we all'havethat 
ability 'to engage others in spiritual conversation 
starting from the.daily living, and that this is a primary 
and basic form of evangelizatfonin the world today. Later 
during the morning, we will share on these experiences in 
the small groups and will try to become aware of our 
strengths and difficulties. 

During the afternoon, we will recognize 
ourselves, as ind!viduals" and as a conununity,as persons 
needing to' be evangelized. The experience we have had here 
during these days, which is similar to the experience we 
all have in· our' local, communities, is the experience of a 
faith comunity in which each person is helped by the 
others as "friends in the Lord ll (GP 12c). This experience 
of faith sharing which integrates words and procedures, 
action and reflection, faith and li~e, is a very powerful 
means .for our. own evangelization, that is, for our own 
process .of discovering Christ and opening ourselves to 
his transforming action. But it is also a model which we 
can offer to the Church, contributing from our own charism 
to lithe same mission". 

Like the Apostles after Christ's Ascension, the 
Church must gather in the Upper Room "together 
with Mary the mother of Jesus" (Acts 1:14)~ in 
order to pray for the Spirit and to gain 
strength and, courage to carry out the mission­
ary mandate. We too, liketh~ Apostles, need to 
be transformed and .guided by the SpiritII (RM 
92) 

So, let us use the'afternoon to recall, first in 
a personal time, ,the experience we have lived here. We 
will try to see how we hav~ been evangelized, and how We 
have experienced ourselves as a community,which is at once 
evangelizer and, evangelizing. ,Afterwords, we will share 
this in our smali groups. Finally, we will celebrate in 
the Eucharist all that the Lord will tell us today. 
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F. Day 10: Family and Lifestyle 

* Morning prayer 

God's faithfulness forever. God and his people: 
the covenant. Human love,althoughimperfect, is called to 
reflect God I s love. Scriptural reading: Os 2, 16-24. . 
"I shall b~troth you to myself for ever, betroth you with 
uprightness and justice, with tenderness .and lovell. 

* Presentation of the subject 

The participants were invited to alternate 
personal prayer and reflection with group sharing. A 
document containing the following points and question~ was 
given to them. Knowing that it was imposible to consider 
all the questions, each· person had to choose one or two 
and spend most of the time on them, according to his/her 
personal relationship with the subject. 

a. The first experience of conununity that we have all had 
is in our families of origin. In many ways, our 
present values and behavior are rooted in our family 
of origin. 

Do I feel at peace with this? 
Do I need reconcili;'tion, healing, help ..• ? 

b. In our families of or1g1n we all face the various, 
stages and difficulties of human life: perhaps we have 
aged parents, relatives who are sick or have a 
handicap, relatives who have remained alone, etc. The 
family, in a broad understanding (=many relatives), 
has always played a role with regard to the sick, the 
elderly, the handicapped, the babies and young· 
children, the adolescents, the members who lose their 
job, those who become depressed or those who are 
rather solitary b.ecause they. have not founded their 
own new family. 

Can. I recall some cases close t.o me? 
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c. 	 The large family is disappearing and in many cases its 
role (see .b. above) is not being carried out by some 
other stru:cture. In fact, family is still retained by 
the Church and'by society as the baSic cell of social 
life, the place where people find care and love, the 
place for the primary evangelization. 

Do I see gaps left by this movement from 

the large to the small family? 


Can I imagine ways of filling in these empty spaces? 

Do I have fears, concerns on this point? 


Can I share some exper-ience 

somehow related to this ,point? 


\ 

d. 	 The majority of lay . people not only relate to their 
families of origin, but usually found a new cell by 

.getting married . and having children. This new cell is 
called to be an on-going expression of the love of God 
and of the relationship between Christ and his Church. 
It is' a school. to develop values such as respect, 
openess, simplicity, communication, collaboration, 
solidarity, preference for the weaker, .gift of self. 

Can I illustrate, with acotl.crete example, 

how the family helps the individual to grow 


in one or other of the values underlined above? 

Is my belonging to a small family , . 

or my condition of single person, 


a source of selfishness? •• couldit.becomeso? 

How does the family model influence illy own relationships 


with Christ and his Church? 


e. 	 Some lay people, for· various reasons, don't found a 
family, but "family issues" still concern them. Here,. 
for· example, most of us are single people ••• but we do 
not deny the value of the family, and perhaps we have 
concerns and a lot to contribute. 

What can be a good reason for choosing 
not to found a family? 

Which difficulties of our days make many people' 
not to found a family though they have not chosen that? 
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. f. 	 The number of marriages '. is gecreasing" as is the 
number of children per family. One of the visible 
results ,of this is that more and,more people don 't 
count on traditional support from'a family, and don't' 
know from experience the main difficulties and 
struggles of family li·fe. An other connected issue is 
the growi~g divergence between sexuality and love. 

What dol see as the. main difficulties 

of family life today? 


What can I do with regard to these difficulties? 


Have I experienced loneliness•.. 
in my own skin or helping another? 

What do I feel faced with· 
the 'decreasing number of births? 

What concerns, me with regard to this? 

g. 	 Single p~ople usually don't need to share their 
monthly income with anybody. Sma1l, families usually 
divide two .incomes between' 3 or 4 persons. Larger 
families, usually divide one wage amongst 5, 6, 7 or 
more persons. Together with the slogans and values 
proposed' by our consumer society, this situ.ation 
creates different ways of relating to money and 
material goods. 

With whom do I share my own monthly income? 

what efforts have I made towards a simpler life style? 


Where do I recognize in myself 

a "child of the consumer societyll? 


Ig. 	 Our General· Principles directly mention the family as 
one of the main ar.eas of our mission. They also ,speak 
of an "intense sacramental life", and I think we 
should read this in a double way: a) as an invitation 
to frequent eucharist and reconciliation. b) as'a call 
to an on-going living out of baptism, confirmation and 

'matrimony. The sacrament .is not only the moment in 
which one gets married (or is bapti;?;ed••. ), but the 
whole living out of the grace received. The grace of 
the sacrament of matrimony is one of faithfulnees, 
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service to the partner, openess to life; strength in 
love, etc. Matrimony is a fruitful encounter of two 
persons who accept in some way to die to themselves so 
that new life can arise. 

Apart from being married or single 

How do I. relate to this grace, 


how do I long for it, how do I share it? 


Readings: 
/ 

Os 2,16-Z4 Mt 1,18 Jn3,29-:30 , 1 Cor 9,19-23 
Gal 6, 1-10 Eph 4, 1-16 1 Cor- 9,19-23 

* ** 

. * Other point,S for prayer and reflection (for the 

afternoon): 

I suggest 1 prelude and 3 points to consider in 
our prayer. Then we can move into our small groups 

Prelude: Every grace is 'for the whole Church, because 
grace is ' always' for service" it .is God's'giftto all his 
People through a particular person or group ..Thistruth 
makes possible the questions put to you in g., above. The 
spirituality of the couple has a lot to contribute in 
Church issues'. 

1st' point: The journey ofa human couple reflects but does 
not replace the journey of our faith, of our encounter 
with Jesus Christ: 

There is an attraction, curiosity. Where do you 
live?,; .• come and see. 
There is a coming together, getting to. know and accept 
the Qther in one's own life. 

- There is a crisis .•• or better, there are crises which 
.include pain and suffering. . 
If the crises' are overcome, there is a growing 
intimacy, a gift of self to one another. 

~ There is fruitfulness: love circulates and reaches 
others. Most times, there are children. 
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2nd point: Some characteristics of God's love and covenant 
with us find a dim reflection in the<couple and family 
life. Let ils .consider some caracteristics of God's love in 
this perspective. God's love is:, 

- A love that is tender, cherishes and cares, protects. 
The tenderness of'God. 

- A love that takes initiative, that serves, helps, 
feeds. •• The generosity of. God. 
A love that is persistent, lastipg, faithful. The 
faithfulness of God. 

- A love that suffers, a love that knows tiredness and 
failure, a love that hides itself and dies. The 
humanity of God's love in Jesus Christ. 

- A love that rises and forgives once ,and again, a love 
that reconciles and builds community, irradiates and 
uplifts. The power of God's love in. the Holy Spirit. 
A love that is fruitful, that generates new life and 
reaches beyond, a love able to express itself. The 
creativity of God the Father. 

- A, love which does not pressurize, does not disregard 
the other and is not authoritarian. The freedom of 
God. 

- A love able to laugh, celebrate, sing, play and joke. 
A love that relativizes the dramas. The joyfulness of 
God (or his sense of humour). 

3rd point: The human couple, and the family,serve the 
whole Church. Its service is the service of life 
(children), education, transmission of faith and 
evangelization, welcoming and solidarity. 

Question: What is my own experience in all this? You can 
consider your family of origin, your own new family or 
even a family that you know closely. Try to see how you 
have lived and benefited from the various elements 
proposed for your prayer. Later you will have time to 
share in your small group. 

* * * * 
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F. Day 11: Evaluation and perspectives 

The, entire final' day' waS devoted to evaluating 
the experience and to seeing the implications of it for 
each person and for the various national communities: 

-'The participants were invited to have a prayerful 
reflection, to see what' had happened to them during 
these days and what positive and negative aspects they 
can identify in this experience. It was suggested that 
they begin by reading' again the 'ipresentation of the 
meeting" (see pg 26), that had been proposed the first 
day. They had to express their reflection on one pa:ge. 
The guiding t'eam would examine these ,pages during noon 
time. " 

- After this personal time, the participants met in 
national groups in order to look aethe implications 
for their national communities and their role in 
transmiting the experience to .others. They prepared 
posters expressing their conclusions. The posters were 
very creative in presentation and encouraging in their, 
contents. 'Unfortunately we cannot, publish them in this 
report. An exhibition of these posters was prepared in 
the meeting-room, and before the session of' the ' 
afternoon we all had time, to visit it and get a 
feeling for the. whole group. 

The 'first meeting in the afternoon was devoted to a 
dialogue in the large group', A member of the guiding 
t~am presented, to the participants, a summpry of 
their evaluation sheets. It'hadbeen prepared during 
lUnch time. Later, the participants had the chance to 
comment on that summary or on what they had seen in 
the ',exhibition of posters. The purpose of this 
dialogue was to' complete our evaluation and to stress 
those points which made of this meeting a very 
succesfull experience of the eLe process. 

Every. day,' the Eucharist had, been a highlight. 
The final Eucharist was a summary of our whole experience, 
a real celebration of our faith and a window towards our 
future action. 
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APPENDIX 
----_... _-­

SOME DATA ON EUROPE AND nm. WORLD 

I.POP11LATION IN EUROPE (data .taken from "United Nations World Population Chart - 199011 

3 groups of ages 
-~-Mid-year population--­ Annual rates % of population 
-------(tboosands)------- , 1985 to 1990 C D E 

COUNTRY OR AREA Yearl990 Year2000 Year 2025 - A ­ .,. B ­ ;"MID 1990­

EUROPE 498,~71 510,015 515,212 0,2 1,7 6 15 13 

EASTERN EUROPE 113,174 116,713 ' 122,904 0,3 2,0 7 15 11 
BULGARIA . 9,010 9,071 8,944 0,1 . 1,9 6 14 13 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 15,667 16,179 17,182 0,2, 2,0 7 15 12 
GERMAN DEM.RKP.(I) 16,249 16,219 15,768 -0,5 1,7 6 13 13 
HUNGARY 10,552 10,531 10,199 -0 2 , , 1,8 6 14 13 
POLAND .38,423 40,366 45,066 0,6 2,2 8 14 10 
ROMANIA 23,212 ,24,346 25,745 0,5 2,2 7 17 lQ 

NORl1IERN EUROPE 84,223 86,132 88,299 0,3 1,8 7. ,15 .15 
CHANNEL ISLANDS 138 147 170 0,8 
DENMARK . 5,143 . 5,153 4,881 0,1 1,5 5 15 15 
FAEROE ISLANDS 47 49 54 0,6 -,­
FINLAND 4,975 5,077 5,119 0,3 1,7 6 13 13 
ICELAND 253 274 310 1,0 .2,1 8 17 10 
IRELAND . 3,720 4,086 4,958 0,9 2,5 9 18 10 
ISLE OF MAN 63 63 63 0,0 .. 
NORWAY 4,212 4,331' 4,501 0,3 1,7 6 16 16 
SWEDEN 8,444 8,560 8,584 0,2 1,9 .6 14 18 
UNITED KINGDOM 57,237 58,393 59,658 0,2 1,8 7 15 15 

sotmIERN EUROPE . 144,087 147,811 147,755 0,2 1,6 6 16 13 
ALBANIA 3,245 3,795 5,011 1,8 3,0 11 19 5 

, ANDORRA 47 49 54 1,0 
GIBRALTAR 30 32 35 1,0 
GREECE 10,047 10,193 10,080 0,2 1,7 6 15 14 
HOLY SEE 1 1 1 0,0 
ITALY 57,061 57,195 52,964 -0,0 1,3. 5 16 14 
MALTA 353 366 389 0,5 ' 1,9 7 14 10 
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PORTUGAL 10,285 10,587 10,941 0,3 1,8 7 17 13 
SAN .MARINO ,23 25 25 0,5 .. 
SPAIN 39,187 40,667 42,265 0,3 1,6 6 17 13 
YUGOSLAVIA 23,807 24,900 25,990 0,6 2,0 7 15 9 

WESTERN EUROPE 156,878 . 159,359- 156,255 0,2 1,6 6 14 14 
AUSTRIA 7,583 7,613 7,343 0,1 1,5 6 15 15 
BELGIUM 9,845 9,832 9:,370 -0,0 1,6 6 14 15 
FRANCE 56,138 58,145 60,372 ,0,,3 1,8 7 15 14 
GERMANY FED. REP • (1) 61,324 60,743 55,141.·· o,i 1,4 5 14 15 
LIECHTENSTEIN 28 28 28 0,8 
LUXEMBOURG ' 373 377 361 0,3 1,5 6 13 13 
MONACO 28 30 30 0,7 
NETHERLANDS 14,951 15;829 16,819 0,·6 1,6 6 16 13 
SWITZERLAND 6,609 6,762 6,790 0,4 1,5 ,6 14 15 

Annual rates: Groups of Ages: 

A= Annual growth rate (%) C = from °to 4 years old 

B= Total fertility rate (per·woman) D = fr~· 15 to 24 years old 


E = from 65 years old aDd over 

(1) 	The data which relate to the Federal Republic of Germany and the 
German Democratic Republic is still presented separately in the "Chart". 
And it seems that Berlin is included in both parties. Unfortunately 
we don't count on more updated information. 

NOTE: The "United 'Nations World Population Chart - i990" has been 

prepared by the Population Division of the Department of International 
Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat. 
It contains much more data than we are presenting here, and it has 
the following note: "The figures cited are from the medium variant 
of the UN ,estimates and projections as revised in 1990. Diskette .versions 
of the estimates and projections for all variants may be purChased from 
The Director, Population Division, United Nations, New York, NY 10017" 
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II.POPULATION IN MORE DEVELOPED REGIONS 

AND IN LESS DEVELOPED REGIONS 

(From World Population Chart -1990) 


.3 groups of ages 
---Mid-year popu1ation--- Annual rates %of population 
-------(thousands)------- 1985·to 1990 C D ,E 

COUNTRY OR AREA Year1990 Year2000 Year 2025 - A - -B - -MID 1990­

WORLD TOTAL 5,292,195 6,~60,800 8,504,223 1,7 3,5 12 19 6 

MORE DEVELOPED 

.	REGIONS (*) 1,206,556 1,264,078 1,353,936 0,5 1,9 7 15 12 
LESS DEVELOPED 
REGIONS (@) 4,085,6384,996,722 7,150,287 . ,2,1 3,9 13 20 4 

LEAST DEY; 

COUNTRIES (II) 444,063 595,016 1,038,917 2,8 6,2 18 19 3 

OTHER LESS DEY. 

COUNTRIES 3,641,575 4,461,706 6,111,370' 2,0 3,7 13 20 5 


(*) Northern Al!lerica, Japan, all regions. of Europe, Australia 

New Zealand and the U.S.S.R. 


(@) All Africa, all Latinamerica, all Asia (except Japan), Melanesia, 

Micronesia and Polynesia. 


(II) 	Least developed countri~s as defined by the-UN General Assembly, 

as of 1989, include 42 countries,of which 28 are in Africa, 

9 in Asia, 1 in Latin Alllerica. and 4 in Oceania. 


III. DISTRIBUTION OF WORLD POPULATION 

by major regions, 1990 and 2025 (same source) 


Northern i\m~ric: 1% 
Northern America 50/0 


Latin America BOlo 


Alrica12% 
Africa 19%Oceania 0% Asia 58%Asia 59% USSR 5010 Oceania 0% 

USSR 4% 

1990 	 2025 
(5.292 million) 	 (8,504 million) 
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The developing world has •• 

15% of the world's people 

..t,pA~ 
30% 01 the world's 18% of the world 
food grains , export earnings 

0 -I ;""¥II I D, 
5% of world 6% of the 
science and world health 

_ technology 	 expenditure 

17% of the world's GNP 	 15% of 
world energv 
consumption

r-rl 
Ids:::bJ 
11 % of world d~
education 
spe,nding 8% of world, industrv 
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