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CLC Hist.o::ry 

A DOUBLE 20th ANNIVERSARY: 
The Gener~1 Princip1es ~d 
the na.:nte "Progressio" 

is 
In this 

entering 
as you 

s magazine. 

into 
have 

20 years ago, ,o~ international review was sent 
out for "the first time with the new title 
"PROGRESSIO", and a subtitle sa)'ing "formerly 
Acies Ordinata". Its Editorial, after explaining 
this ,change of name, describes.the atmosphere of 
the World Federation after the app!oval of the 
General Principles and awaiting their confirmation 
by .the Holy See, WhiCh would c.o~ two months 
later. ·We reproduce that Editorial here, so that 
we may all be reminded once again of our identity. 

issue (1), we explain thafourIIloyement 
a new era. 'Many things are changed; and 

probably noticed already, is the name of 

Many times we have been asked to change the name, 
ies Ordinata. We were in favour, but nobody could 
opose a better one. Now, after the recent meetings of 

World Federation, the time seems ripe: we have chosen 
Inn!",£"n""'C'''IO. Is not Vatican II the Council of universal 

ogress, stimulating growth, evolution and development in 
dimensions of, human life religious. scientific. 

conoll1ic,. etc.?· Are nQ:t the Spirit-qal Exercis~s a 
challenge fpr progressiv~ apostolic. commitment, 
means of ,gro)4ing in the attitude.pf. seeing God 

from. the. present Editor: .It, refer~.to .PROGRESSIO 
1, January 1968. At the time, however, ~he issu~ was 
. ified by saying on its cover "Winter 1968" ,which was 

only for the Northern Hemisphere! 
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in all giVing 
totally? not an historical 
sodaiists described the aim of their mov~mentas 
synthesis of progrEiss, progress in letters in unity with 
progress in faith? 

The new General Principles of our groups are 
inspired by Vatican 11, the Spiritual ~xercises and the 
oldest sodality tradition. PROGRESSIO, expressing 
fundamental impetus of these three sources, seems 
therefore a fitting name for this magazine: up-to-date, 
dynamic and traditional. 

(The Editorial follows in the next page) 

• ,i oJe formerly'* *P R OGRE·S Sl 0 ACIES ORDINATA 

International Review of the . 

CHRiSTIAN LIFE COMMUNITIES 

(fo~merly Soda!ities of Our Lady) 

37th Year Three Language Edition No_ 1 Winter 1968 

Thus looked the "in~ex page" of the first issue of our magazinei 

under the title "PROORESSIO".lt waS aquartEirlythree..language 
.	edttiOtlof . 51. pages, Le'17pa.ges .lcinguage by language~ The 
sUllscription ... raie per .... year. wasl,OOOitB.lian lire ..or its" 
equivalent. After 20 years, PROGRESSIC> is issued 6 times eaCh year 
plus 2 supplements. The suscHption rate varies -acco:i"ding to 
cduntries, andiispa.ylDent is always verywelcoliiedtrhhg t:nefirst 
in<>riths of eaChY&4r! 

4

http:PROORESSIO".lt


The days between October 5 and 25 of last year 
werecof deCisive' and lasting iinportance for our movement. 
Some 140 qualified and well-prepared delegates of 38 
countries had many opportunities for meeting, exchanging 
opinions" for receiving information and encouragement from 
one another; they experienced with joy a unity of spirit 
n.otwtthstanding great di.fferenc~s,and, finally approved 
unanimously new basic prinCiple's, anlnspitihg c.ontinuat
ionaf' ourtradit,ion. ' 

If we may compare' .thissmal:l 'meeting' of the World 
IFederation's General Council with the great gatherings of 
the Universal Church, Vatican II and the Congress of the 
Lay Apostolate, we might say that even a superfiCial 
observer could discover some commoncharacteristic~f;First ' 
of a11, our meeting wa.s a starting pointior a new evolut
ion, not the final word 'or the solution to all problems;' a 
vastmajor:ity urged new structures and radical removation; 
the whole assembly and each national delega.tion was strong
ly aware of their legitimate autonomy, and there was an 
acute sense of responsibility; particularly striking was 

climate of fraternal dia.logue with extremely frank and . 
interventions; some discussions were ardent, even 

impassioned, but always respectful and expressed in moving 
; sometimes complications seemed hopeless, but the 

session brought great peace, union a.nd even una.nimity 
approving the proposed General PrinCiples and Statutes, 

the World Federation. ( •.. ) 

No wonder the interest among sodalists and also 
non-sodalists is now growing considerably. People 

felt that the sodalities were finished, are surprised 
full of hope., Others who never believed in the Sodalit
are curiously awaiting the publication of the new 

Principles. 

However, there is no room for any form of satis':: 
The immense need of the world today is too evid

Even if weare a.ble to do something, it will be very 
And even if we have done all we can, it will be 
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We had hope to publish .in . this issue 
.t:,~:xts",..; confj.~ed by: i. th~Holy See ,but -as we mentioned 
already in circular letters :;:lent to,·allFederatlons 
Secretariates this confirmation has not yet arrived. 
Once approved, the texts; will, be, sent .out as soon as 
possible. 

Just as we were going to press~ the Vatican 
announced that the Holy FCither had appointed Msgr. Audet, 
our ecclesiastical assistant, as Ordinary of the Di 
of Joliette in Canad<i. We .are certain the good wishes. 
prayers of all: our members will accompany himln his 
office. 
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MEMORIES AND PERS.PECTIVES 

. . 
The World CLC Community is presently, living that 
period of' time between two General Assemblies 
which has' often been called a time "of dispers~ 
ion". It 1:Villsoon enter into the preparlltion of 
the next World Assembly, and so we deemed it 
useful to publish the address of the then newly 
elected pr~sidentat the last session of the World 

. Asseinbly at Loyola. It is full of insights about 
the reality of be~ aWol,"ld.:&mmunity. . . . . 

Here, close by, nearly 500 years ago, Ignatius of 
LC5yola: was born.' I have been iii Rbme.m~ny times and when I 
go the.re j: visit the r60ms of, St Ignatius. And I am invari':' 
ably fascinated 'by the size of the mariwhen.Ilook·atthe 
ife-size statue of him. And my thoughts hete today - and 

only way that I can expreliis them  is of Ignat:ius as a 
211 gi,ant (157 centimetres),who'in this ;placesaw and 

le~:pe:rienced life where he had not seeri.it before, and was 
to Christ. 

We. have come here;' to De converted, renewed. up
ifted and sent out. This assembly has shown us our divers

of ministry and very clearly shown us' our unity of 
ion. At this mdm.ent, ,as I look arotlnd the hai~. I am 

by the mariygifts which exist in thiS small group, 
tative of out World Community and 6tlr world real~ 
have just reflectEid on the 'gifts t:hathave been 

upon, us and on God's genetosity to ,each and every 

You have electe<:L me as I'n~s i.derit [or the nex I 
years and t will try to serve you to the best of my 

as I kiio~ will each member ofthaExCo. 

Today as we bring our Assembly t:oacldse, I must 
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to ~l1el})us iaok at our 

to spendtim~ with,God ~nd.Mar)1,. 


to examine in our 'Workshops a nllmbe:t of areas 

urgently regJJired looking.at, 


4) .t() put for~~rd . ,'for consideration by the 
. recommendations which would decide the orientation 
this commurlity. f0r.·1:h~ n~xt four years and lastly 

5} ,to elect an Execptive CounciL 

.This1T.lfaeting has challenged us-to look with God 
the Father,.,S()~<,\alld ~pitit .an<lMar;y .hbMother and our 
model, who have been present with us throughout this 
Assembly, at the needs of the world today. 

, , 

A,. syri1:hesis of. qurcieHberationshas Just.b~en 
read, which! Jeel,verY aCc:4rately ref:lects.,the' reality 
what happenedh~r;~. So what do w~ do npw? We will all 
shortly be leaving:here. for th~· fopr c:~rners of' Uie 
and' then' we ',wil:J, havetruly})ecome a world' (;ommunityi 
dispersion. We will take ba6k with us .. a11 that we have exp
erienced Clnd learntllere:Wec~e as'aelegates to a Wor 
Assembly. We each !!lust now retprn to 'spread the good . 
of the Assembly's deliberations. . 

We must alsO remember that while we 
disper~ii(m, the ExCP. will' continue to iiveout th 
experi~nc~, and d~' itsl1:tmost .. to . ensure . that'a11 
recommendations are atterided to~ Tli~s Ol1gotng service 
the,. Exc6 does' not meantnatyop sho1i],d wait for the. 
to write,. inform' 9r.adyise "yqu what to do., Thatis 
responsibility' of ev~ry;,member of this 60mmunit:y'.' 1 ~' 
firi}t . believ~:r:Jn co:-re~ponsibi,li.ty. Alld a~ J think of 
nUmber . of times during this Assembly wh€m we were ref 
to as a community which had' just . been weaned and 
spffering growing pains and w.;is re~lly avery 
Gommunity. I th11Ikof ·the chi14ren' once weaned.g,nd 
grown up somewhat, who heginto.talteon areal;orresporysi 
ility. They start by heiping tomalte the bed, to wash 
dishes, to swef3p the floor. It ,is the beginnings of 
8 
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co-resppnsibility c. in the family. And I see us as a 
family, a" world family, with the same-chore.s to be done. 
Some of us need more help than others, sollie of us less, 
but ,all of us need help. . 

I feel' the time i-s here whert each member of this 
community,whicn.' 'is our commUnity,must play his and her 
full part in the nourishing and btlilding up of this young 
community, to strengthen it so that we have the strength, 
the openness and the availability to respond to Mary's 
call to the servants to "do whatever He tells you" during 
our period in dispersion. 

And I pray that when next we meet as a community 
by grace of God in Christ and through his holy Mother 

have taken a I!lajor step on the road to maturity. 

'. (Addre.ss of 'incoming World CLC President, Brendan 
. : ,M~L(Y~lghUn~.at end of As~embly). 

~-'-
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TH;E .. GEO:PO:r.,rrI~S .OF FORCED 
(PART II) 

A continuation of an article published in 
previous issue of Progressio. In this second 
the autho:l;' tries to address the causes of 
crisis an,d to propose some possib~e 

responses~ 

2. Probing the Causes 

Why do people become refug~es? For some 

ers, refugees are the result of the break-up of empi 

and the. postponed realignment of internal political 

economic forces. For others, refugeE?s follow coups 

internal conflicts in a world of premattirenation sta 


·which only marginally and occasionally are affected 
external forces. These explanations are consistent 
the underlying premises of the UNHCR definition of 
as a unique and area-specific phenomenon, and they 
serve military strategists and SO!lle goverments, 
search for reasons to justify their intervent 
policies. 

However, these analyses are superficial, and 
tend to mislead. Why? Because they fail to address 
complex interrelationships which exist among political 
economic actions and actors in an increasingly interdepend 
ent and integrated world system. A more probing 
must look at these relationships; and such 
leads to conclude that refugees are victims 
disorders in that world system. Pope John Paul 
es these disorders in terms of "structures of 
mask forms of idolatry - money, ideology, 
nology (1987: paras. 16, 17, 36-38). 
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'~ystem.icdisoidets are most evident in 'the 
between the Soviet Union and the United State.s 

'and 'the"consequent militarization which pervades 'interriat
ional relations,at everY' level. Historically that'conflict 

. has taken several forms: 

Direct and indirect' inilitary intervention in other 
countries, e. g., the UsA in Vietnam and Central 
Arrierica and the.' USSR in Afganistan. These situations 
are well documented~ Not so well known are theinstanc
es where thesuperpowers>operate through satellite or 
client .states j whose leaders are bought off or 
m.a1ntained in power. ' 

2 Military and ;economic assistance, either directly 
through bilateral programs or indirectly through

I
multilateral assistance programs, such as" the IMF, 
World Ban,k, an~ COMECON. Witness recent efforts by the 
USA to 'stabilize "Central America' and the Caribbean 
region throdgh:the Caribbean Basin prograln. Now almost 
defUnct, it 'is quietly being replaced by military 
assistanceprogr~s. ' 

,\ 
i 

More general support to countries which have economic 
and 'political sy~tems, which a superpower 'deemS compat

. ible with its ihtere'!;ts. The opposite is also' true, 
, L e. ,"a superpo¥er I s att~pt to deny support to incomp
atible and non-aligned countries. Note how frequently 
major powers' refer to the votingrecotd of smaller 
countries in the United Natio~sas ilnimportant criter~ 
ion for' al18catlng and withholding foreign assistance 
funds. 

These differeIitmanifestations' of 'the East-West 
should be viewed not: 'as separate and isolated 

other but 'as elements of an integrated strategy 
each superpower attempts to extend and tomaint

its dominant position in the world system. Consisten.t 
this 'strategy are their attempts to manipulate an.d 

"i rinternal groups and institutions in a direction 
!CCindlUcive to' their national and global interests (see Pope 

Paul, 1987: par. 20-22). 
- 11 



~a,.n. b~'s~~n 
devel~pm~Ilt. 

~Ys1:.~, l¥hichg~n~i-~1:.e·· . . its~ndcos1:.s 
ept groups' andindlfferen ways.~, l-iargina1 
systemssuffer~dv~i~e consequenc~s . which are ~cht:.he 
same. Thus when popular movements and dissidents succeed 
in efforts' toestabli!;h.a base for Iilchievi~g economic and 
politJcal reforms, those w119 coptro1 state power ally'with 
their .. superpowerpatr()n or a prqxyand .resp0:r1d with milit
~ry:force to maiptain law and. ,ord~r :in tli~ country. The 
ultimate expression of this pol;lGyis the. national secur
ity state,. .. which,uti~izes $oppisticatedmean,s of repress
ion to control the population. The yictimsare refugees no 
less than those who flee persecution in a more narrowly 
defined sense. 

F()11()wiIlg this liIle .of. analysis, we begin to 
uncover the un4er1ying forces which result in forced dis
placement and '1:.() se~ .. bow deeply the ref~gee crisis is 
rooted in thed()minant.itlstitutlons and practice!; of the 
present world system. This system ha~b~enpo~arized ideol
ogically along an East-West axis and divided economically 
along North:-South lines. Thus ruling group~in the domin
ant' powers ,continue. to' articu1~te . a world' view which 
prevailed in 'an earlier period. Whi1e,acknow1edging,mIilny 
of' the , shifts Which are . occurr:l.ng . in the ' world t seconoI!lic 
and political systems and. the growing interdependepcies in 
relationsl1ipsCQllong major~d Illinoractors,theirreponses 
are . ,'largelY ,'articulated . in . ideological and ,security 
~oncepts arid coq:~rol. of the wor1dresour~es'and .markets. 

There are other dimensions ·to this systemic 
d.isorder. One is the cur~entcri~;:i..s in the world 
Structural . in 'nature, involving" fundamepta1 shifts 
patterns of ~r-oduction emd demand ah>und.the world, 
industrializedcountiieshave larg~lyshifted the u,·.........:::u 

of adjustment .tt),tpe·poorest of their own populations 
to .the poor thi,rd 'Yo.rld. '¥his is nOWhere more evideI)t . 
in the.massiv~ . debt' whichimprisops:'~nd'immobi1izes 

12 
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Ppofet . (see th~ r~cent· dp~\lIJ1~nt J>y the PontH
icaF· Conunission, IIIustiti~ et Pax,n. on thelnte:rnatiQnal 
debt que~tion): This global econoJ!lic crtsi~cOt1ld1>~ 
resolved with the cooperat~ve action of" theindustri~lizecl 
nations, ·working in collaboration with the developi.ng 
countri.es. As the economic crisis worsens,' the plight Qf 
the poor becomes evel:' more diff.icult. 

Another and.closelyrelated factor.:i,s the militar
ization of national and inte.rnational politics. Both the 
USA, and the Soviet Union are guilty o'f this.Their policies 
generate tremendous profits for wea;pons ~nufa~turesand 
strengthen the role of,military ej;tablisbme~t~ and defen,se 
ministries lnpearly every industrialized cQuntry •.. TheSe 
policiesanp th~ alarming conunerci~li2:ati()n of.the aqns 
trade goes hand in hand with the generation of refugees. 
Recent discussion,s and high level meetings between the USA 
and the USSR may porte~d some signifi~antshifts, but the 
veste4 interests in both coUntries· are we+l entre~ched and 
skilled in.resi~ting. 

The thil:'dfactor is the logical consequence of 
the previous two. With the· intensification of the 
East-West conflict in the past decade, the· superpQwers 
have all butwithdra:wn from participation in international 
and regional institutions of cooperation. Since the early 
.198(}s" tbesuperpowefs, have blocked ventures in global 
c()opera:tion, . ex~ept. for military alliC!nces, and effect
ively weakened internatiOnal institutiOnS s~ch as .a 
functioning United Nations. The United States.unde:r: )1:J:' 
Reagan has been mo~t noti~eably guilty of this. For 
example, in 1983 it refused to sign the Law of the S(aas 
Conference, which previous'Administrations had negotiated 
over 'nearly a.decade.,It conslsteirttly has pr~~ented global 

,neg()tlations on. world economic problems withi.n the frame
work ·of the United Nations and has withdrawn. fr<?mWorld 
Court proceedings which touch US· unilateral military 
interventionist Policies. It must ~lli!0 be stated that the 
Soviet: Union has never promoted a functioning world body 
for the benefit of the community of nations •. 
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ict~ ... , dominant .... ,have 
arized thenatlons the world that ideologicial and·sectir
ity conSiderations' now render cooperat:lveiinstitutional 
change irithewo,rld system extremely dHficult. The corol
lary is that major refugee flows are the directconseque
nceof this polarization and this impasse. 

Refugees 'area sign of fUndamental disorder in an 
increasingly interdependent: world society. They indicate 
the deepmotal' and. spiritual· cr1S1S ofa Civilization 
which tolerates c6nditions which continue' to generate 
'them.·· PopeJohnPa.ulII describes this situation as:' a fUnd
amental moral evilef out generation and'one which the 
Gospel demands that we address (1987, par. 38..,40) • 

Why is· the world 'coIllIllimity unable to address 
these . causes? One reason -the dominant actors use myth 
and symbol to legitimate their social systems, and they 
dismiss as ideological (neo-communist and/or capitalist 
reconstructionist) questions about . the foundational 
premises of'those systems (Clarke; 1984). Note some of the 
reactions to the recent encyclical 'letter, e'.g., t.he 
EconomiSt {l988),Forttine (1988) and Safire (1988). 

Another reason is sometimes' called compassion 
fatigue. Indtistriillized nations, faced'with domestic 
problems of unemployment and social adjustment, tend to 
view 'refugees asa problem of the third world, as'another 
indication that' these countries cannot resolve internal 
difficulties ih a civl.Hzedmanner. Thus throughout 
western Europe, in closed discUssions at the ministerial 

,level, policy/makers are cb6rdinating their efforts to 
close borders and,· to res.tric.t entry, even to legittmate 
asyh.tm: ·'seekers. 

This attitude is yet another form of blaming tiie 
victims. UnfortUriatE7iy, as this view gains re$pectabilitY9 
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less; sympathy iilnd funding'for tlle displaced 
homeless in the industrialized countries and 

refugef!s and other displaced in the third world. 

3. Implications fQr Ministry 

,If . the thesis outlined here is correct, Le., 
that ,the major" refugee flows in the wQrld are deeply 
rooted in the dominant geopolitical institutions of the 
global system and are directly or indirectly related to 
the conflict between the superpowers, several important 
implications follow for the Church's pastoral response. 

\ 

We might phrase this theologically in a manner 
which touches each,' of us: the Christwh~identifies with 
the refugee poor ,speaks to us and invites our response ,at 
seve;ral levels,. First, he invites us to ,reach out to them 
in their need for physical assistance and human relatipn
ships. Refugees are individuals, and families - John and 
Maria, Okello and Achola, ,Sunil and Priyah, Khanh and Diem 
and their children and parents. He asks u~ to understand 
that they are, not, isolated individuals who have had bad 
luck but that they"are victims of forces .which have 
historical roots and most often lie far beyond the borders 
of their own countries. 

The churches and small Christian communities are 
most effective at the level of welcoming and relating in a 
personal way ,to ",persons in need. Fr. Peter-Hans 
Kolvenbach, the Superior General of the Jesuits, noted 
this in his address to the Third World Congress of, Former 
Jesuit Students in, Vers.!:J,illes in July, 1986 (l986a). He 
urged the, former stu,dents to be men and women for others, 
for in the dynamic ,of concrete action real renewal begins: 

"'Apostolic:; men and women do not exercise their, apostolate 
in talk but in apostolic actionl" 
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thinli beydnd th~~~J,esu~fed~b-
"he".gave,thi~,eXafilpler'.','Jestii~s 

tuugl~~:S many"partsoftHe,.wdrld,an4 
- the simple needs ofliwnlin 

subsistence, not to of human dign.ity! - cry out for 
your help. It is one way to become a man or woman for 
others for the very poorest of God's children. Your 
involvement can b'7 dir:ct, in silonsorin.~ a homeless family 
for instance, or,it_can be financialassistan7e, or it can 
be political involvement, lielping to bring about the legal 
structures that will bring human dignity to all, or it can 
be simply a raising of consciousness, malting yourselves 
and others aware'of theexdint ofthishumaIl' problem, and 
of its causes." 

A fewweelts later Fr. Kolveribach wrote to all 
Jesuit Superiors and asked them to cooperate with the 
iriitiatives of the Jesuit Alumni Association and to 
suppor't and en.courage the \' imtolvement of 'alumni men. and 
womeninthls "m:inistry: with refug,ees~ In die past two 
yeats many exci'tinifillitiativeshavebeenstarted. Some:': 
times alumni groups ina city have been ericouragedoy 
Jestiits to engage ' in this >ministry;' a~f ofte-n, the alumni 
have' encouraged' Jesui!:s to become irivolved.' Thestriking' 
feature ,of thiS involvement is that it centers a,commun
lty's head and heart ori people/in need,and in doing so 
both ,head and heart are'quickEined for the Lord truly is 
presetft "in thlsdY,uaIilic .:ictfall of love and concern. 

This engagement leads naturally to deeper engage
ment,an example where the poor evangeliiethe Church and 
call ·local'eon:ll!ri.Jiiities'tob~come(;hurcli in both theory and 
in practice'. We might express this again in terms of tne 
Lotd's invitationtous'torespbridinctvariety of ways to 
these people .irineE!d.Thus,~theLord invites"us to,'work ,to 
,reformulate the international instruments which defirieand 
protect . refugees, ~o , that.· .. these! instrUIllerifswill more 
adequatel~.ieflectandaddresspresent'conditions.At best. 
such:conventioris and documents only describe'a version of 
refugee which is acceptable togovernmentsj' but a', better 
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linderstanding their lindtat-ions 

first step to improving them. 


The Christ who speaks to us through the refugee 
poor addresses us at yet other levelS, to be aware and to 

,help others' linderstarid fhelirikagesbetweenrefugees ahd 
many issues which we might prefer to pass over in SileIice. 
I mention a few: 

1.· 	Human rights, arid I:l:ffectivemeans of participation 

the economic, politic,a! and sociallcultura.l life 

thecomiitunfty. 


2. 	 The impact of' econoinic policies of the 

industrial '. countries on the world 

especially on poorer nat10ns and . poorer 

everyWhere. 


3. 	 The'n.lt:ure of the nation state, of national sovereign
ty, of riatldna.l and regioriciilsecurity systems. .', . 

4. 	 The' militarization 'of our -national societies, the 
diversion of lirllited national and global resotlrcest.o 

.sophiSticated 	 weapons systems; the ro:le of our 'coUnt
ries in promoting arms sciles, the commercialization· of 
traffic in arms. 

5. 	 The polarization of our world systems around East-West 
ideologies arid imposition of thIs division on almost 

Cevery·aspect. of international'relations. 

6. 	 The 'rieedto 'evangl:l:liie 'our western culture, with·its 
glorificatioIi'of violence and the technologies df 
destruction. 

<These. ];Ssties .. '. serve as'~ guides inourefforf.s,to 
shape and transform the present~ We might say that through 
the sufferings of the refugee poor the Lord directs us 
essentia.lly along two differerit but complementary p.iiths. 
The first 'is toward a more differentlated'and'pluralistic 
international system, which in the process reduces the 
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f orthedommon good()f all. For.• eXlaDl}:).Le 
.tries of Europe have yet to fulfill their responsible and 
pr~per role .in ;the interna:tinalarena.; One thinks of the 
important contribution which they could and s,hould play in 
fSupporting pluralism arid democratic development processes 
in Central and Latin America and in southern Africa. 

The poor guide us along a second path which leads 
toward more effective institutions of global cooperation. 
But there are many detours and.barriers to be overcome, 
before countries emerge to claim full'participation in a 
more differentiated and pluralistic global society. 
Catholic Social Teaching provides a useful gUide in this 
direction, reminding nations and. leaders of the temptation 
to make a global society the playground of the rich and 
the powerful. Specifieally a global society offers great 
scope for new forms of solidarity, with networks of comp
assion and support which. create ties that bond across the 
North-south divisions '(PopeJohn Paul, 1987: par. 43-46) • 
.The Churches in many respects have made significant cont
ributions to thinking . about and developing new forms of 
solidarity, but this journey is recently begun and the 
road ahead is largely unmapped. 

4. Conclusion 

In terms of numbers,theglobal refugee populat
ion may be no larger today that it was at different times 
in the past. Yet in manY respects the present refugee 
situation is different and is increasingly critical. 
Refugees are a sign of fundamental diS'Order:Ln anincreas
ingly interdependent world system. The Holy Father 
describes the situation as a fundamental moral evil of our 
generation and .one Which we mUst address if we would be 
faithfu.lto the Gospel (1987: par. 38-40). 

Let me close with two, brief Qt1otations ami. a 
final reflection,•. The first is from a priest friend at,ld 
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cOfifrere",whowbtks '. pafi~hin So-weto, 
HisstAfement: "We are .the . ones who tnt.1st f'ake steps to 
work for a radical change of the political arid interriation" 
al economic order that tolerates and generates such mass
ive.. displacement of· peoples.' In so doing we.are the ones 
who will act in solidarity with the refugees." 

The second is a remark by the Holy Father in 1983 
to the diplomats accredited to the Vatican: "Efforts hlilve 
to be made•.• through a policy of justice and peace, to 
gefrid ,'of the cause of' such a lamentable reality, (refu
gees and famine), which'is not an unavoidabie one. May our 
g~neration take up the challenge!" 

And a, final reflection: the V01ces of refugees 
call us from that in-between land where the twilight of 
past dreams turns gradually into shadows, and,. expectations 
fade. In the urgency of flight, they cry for food, shelter 
and protection.' When dawn·seems· possible, .theyYearn to 
build lives anew 'either by returning'to thE!lr homelands or 
by resettling elsewhere. In the end, however, they call us 
to more than this. They ask us to stand with them in trans
forming the political and economic structures which origin
ally forced them to flee their homes and communities. 

Dr~ Michael J Schultheis, S~J. 
Associate . Director ' 

Jesuit Refugee Service 
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Miss:i.on Wo.rld' 

ITALIAN CLC: 
TIME OF FRUITFULNESS 

While lea,,:i.p.g. Naple.!il at the. end of the National 
CLC Convention,' I meditated,on the two 4irectives which 
the . a$seIIlbly had approved. The. first was "particiPCltion in 
ecclesiastic~l . and ~iviL life, bearing, in mind partic~lar
ly the ~isting structures". The secolu:l Was "the ,tedbcoy:' 
er of the charism' of CLC with emphasis' on the ,SpiritWil 
Exercises and a life-style of sharing and simplicity" ~ I 
felt rising lfithin me 8Jl extr~elystrong sense of 'a 
national community developing, in which ,the reading of the 
parable of, the, talents was making headway,' not. oIllywith 
reference to individuals but also to the values of being 
together lJs sucp ~ . 

With deep joy I also felt, within the general 'cli
mate of simplicity and . cordiality, an ever clearer.and 
incbiveunCierstanding that the time of ftuitfiIlness is 
pressing, and requires strong resolutions both from indivi
duals and ;hecommunity. I would like to mention here., in 
atorm' of contra$t~,soine conclusive indications .which 
A.eed to be overcome or, if. you prefer, . to be seeh as 
challenges. 

Inner life of service. to others 

, . T:her~ is.' a widespread awareness that we can 
linger no more in simple reflection, that it is urgent, for 
us to act, that it is a time of fruitfulness (and that 
this, attitudeisa great gift from God). But perhaps there 
can creep ina kind of 'annoyance_ We can "losell'time which 
would be, given. to these actio~s because of theSpirit~.iil 

'Exercises, da~ly prayer" form~tion meetings, spiritllal 
direction, etc_, 

While 'love for ou~ fellows urges us to actiOn, 
the experience of the saints and their words tell us that 
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we. 
dimension 

prayer; 'wol:'king 
for subtracting time to 
Lord. 

Jesus also, when speaking with great insistence 
to his disciples to "go and bring forth fruit" underlined 
withequalforceand~lmost with IpOnoto~y, that only those 
who abide in Him'bear'much fruit (cfthe passage about the 
Vine and its branthes - John 15;' 1-7 - hi which the verb 
bear fruit:. is mentioned 6 times and the verb abide 11 
times). Thereforelt should not be: service OR inner life, 
but serv:ice 'ANb.iimer life~' 

Without 'losing any of the urgency, which can no 
longer be delaye9., ofa clear-and generous invoivement 
-involvement' which represents the. greatestprooi' 'Of tlle 
level of perception which we have reached - we are called 
to intensify our inner life both individually and as a 
community. 

hispersion or visibility 

Is the community only a launching ramp, after 
which every . individual acts alone and'reHes on personal 
i::!reativity to bear witness to the Lord Jesus in the var
iousspheres of life? Or do our times require a testimony 
as a group of believers, as a community? 

I believe that the incisiveness' of the firSt. 
Christian community which revealed itself to the peoples 
"with One lleart, and one'spirft" still has an 'Cllmostsacram
ent.ai'effectiveness today. 

It is therefore iinportant t.h~t·,' without walking 
side by side as anarmY,We.t-ediscover;the delight of act.
ing with others ,even many others. Let o.sbe,ready for the 
times' when we are not thanked and have our deeds recogniZ
ed, 
are 
God. 

and 
and 

ready to let show through with simplicity who 
the jo~, of working toge~her for the Kingdom 

we 
of 
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"The gene~osity 
Christian life Community cansignlfy a·wl.llingnes,sto part,": 
icipate totally in the life of the Church, without dist~l'lc~ 
tions which can stimulate narcissism, as cells which take 
on the task of feeding the ecclesiastical body and of 
aiding its growth through tqe Holy Spirit, in the place 
where it is most needed" •. 

Thus let the delight and the pride of being the 
Church, of being the people of God grow. in us, and make u.s 
capable of going forward with determination and confidence 
amongst our many fel:i.Qws. Let.us collaborate with other 
Associations and Movements, and renew links with all other 
Ch:dstians. . Let us never lose sight of the Pastors as 
secure reference pointsj .. soughtafter with confidence for 
a true journey of the Church. Even more, let us reach out 
through ever widening concentric' circles to embrace and 
walk together with all men an wOlpen who "~re our brothers 
and sisters. 

Ideas or actions 

We will be judged on love. Jesus has confirmed 
this in many ways. and particularly, in the passage which 
anticipates the ,final judgement - by that I mean where the 
Lord speaks of feeding the poor, of clothing the naked, of 
visiting. . the ' impr~soned.... . (Matthew 2~, :31-46). He 
declares without a shadow of doubt which type,.of love He 
means. It is not a love which is nourished on words but 
"on deeds and in truth" (I John, 3,18). 

May. the Lo.rd keep' us. from twisting His words to 
such a degree that we no longer understand the irreplac
eable values of acts and. undertakings. of solidarity; but 
it . is true that there is a serious lack in our time which 
can only be Satisfied byacting'on' our ideaEi. We arellOt 
talking here about a deniagogical imposition, but while 
fully respecting freedom, asystematic attempt to put 
forward a serious and. thoughtful proposal which would help 
contemporarY mankind' -"'including ourselves - to pass from 
individualism to participation, from subjectivism to 
confidence in the truth, from fragmentation to. integration, 
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Once' again; we are called uponto 
operate adiffic1l1tahd dyhaillic equil:l.oriumwithout let.:. 
ting go of either side. We bring them both together in 
har:tnony so that the initiatives launched to renew the 
social con£ext',wi11 findsuitab,lii!' enc()urag~ent and a 
fruitful field inwhicn t.btake"root. Faced lvith such a 
complex and fascitiat:i.rig reality tfie'fearof getting lost, 
ofreturnin~ to non-essentials ,1$ cerbdnly riotiinfo'linded. 

it is at tli~s' point that, once ag.dn,we are 
ciware .. of the lumi~ouspres"mce of&rywho is decisive for 
ns. In herjoy~ndradiCalYES to. thewi1lofGOd we find 
included - almost·likea red 'thread which runs 'through all 
the fabric of· hetexistence";;; a particttlar,delicate' ahd 
courageous attention to the poor, towardswhome.ver'is'in 
difficulty (e.g. from her old cells.in Elizabeth to the poor 
shepherds of Bethlehem, from the worriedmafriagecQuple 
atCana to the,bewildered Apostles after the Ascension). 

Mary~as nev?rclo~ed ilion herself; neither for 
$elf-indulgence after the Arcliangei'sannouncemertt,norin 
her tremendous' rnat:erna.l suffering near the cross of Jesus 

when, through ,J6hrt, . she. embraced alF6£ usF '1Woman, this 
~s .Yollr~onll (Johri i g, 26). 

This is why I Hke to' dreamJabouf an EXTROVERT 
CLC that is capable of , ,living, -. in the varied. and creat1,ve 
~per:i.ences·of 'individuals'andof thecoromunity as guch,
'a~nl'l·'." a,', sober and sharing way { ready 'to show solidarity, with 

.mankihd, . '·pro"idj.ng thr~ugh the ,,' 'power .of theHoly 
~pirit,a leaven, 'of'hope;ahd>;a' nUmble' ,and effective 
iiitpression of love: In this way it', can realise the'intent":' 
ion of the .' .' peda.gOgy. which .issues from' ~h(! ,Spiritual 
EXercises, ',which .... II is .hot .• ;", ,to:prepare 'a socio":'ecoI1omi(! 
elite,'bllt" rath~r to' educateieaaers in serviceI' (from 

chatacferistIcs of Jesu!t" education"'~" N~,110) • 
r -. 

Eri:dcb :DEIDDA 
Na.tional Assistant: "';. 
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CLC 


THECHAL~ENGE OF BECOMING 

ADULTS IN CLC 


Time passes and goes quickly .• ~:ypeople who 
once joinedCLC as young students, are now facing 
1'.-. new ,~q~pge CUJ.d. c~ new oppo;rtunity as adults. 

,This is. the new" situation of· ~eCLC. in many 
countries. A member of the leadership Community of 
Ha.~ta )oo~at t!li!!lnewreality: in this, artiC::le. 

At. the.,:v,e:r.y,beginniHs·.of "Survey - The Fopnation 
Process in CLC't, is, a checklist for' working out whether 
CtC is suitable for us and vice-versa. liThe ctc addresses 
itself to persons who. a.re, ,fJ,live,... men and women of 
desire••. always receptive and open". In the younger comm
unities th~s is easy to see. There is clearly a vision of' 
f1'" ~ense ,., :Qf being called. Life is seen. as a. chfll1engeand 
taken "on with '~l1thusiasm ••There isa deep commi£me!lt and a. 
growing relat:ipns~ip With ~~ri~t and¥ith·ot:h~Fs.WeIDay 
not.r,eali.se it,. but compared to other young people, we 
haveIqad~. radical. choices in terms of life-;style.".WH.h the 
support of o~r ,',community;, we sta.~t taking an opt.{on in our 
lifea.ndg~ving it a.specificdir~ction:" ' 

With the older communities the situation, is less 
clear. Here we have takem ~n riew' responsibilities in socie
ty and we are no lOnger so free. We become concerned with 
security. We have to rely more on ourselves, and this 
replaces, out, trust in God. The pressure of work and the 
demands' of family fife " exhaust us and we no longer have 
the energy to reflect upon and question what we are 
livi:ng'. Without being aware of it, we slowly fall into , 
patterns of routine' passively living out our lives as 
best we can. Not surprisingly, life seems empty and we are 
tempted to seek fulfillment in materialism. In this situat
ion, the challenge of CtC is clear: 

'/( To let God into our lives. To put our trust in Him 
-2.5 
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~of, .... tpday: 

to HIs i·calL· 


* 	 To have a vision forourlives~ 

* 	 To be open to others. To put new life into our 
relationships. 

* 	 To reflect· on our lives. To create a personal silent 
space in the middle of our hectic reality. 

* 	 To let ourselves feel Joy, pain; frustration, fears 
and hopes ••• 

To 	 live our 'lives .creatively - even the most mundane * 	 . . 
aspects. 

* 	 To be open to new possibilities. 

No" 'matter ':howmuchwe r'asent the restrictIons of 
oui new responsibilities~ we>can neverreturn't6 the care;' 
free day's. We can either gi.ve up and fall into a lIlE!diocre 
HJe-siyle, or we can take the inH.iative and make our 
lives really worth living. Ultimately, Ithinktliatthe 
present choice for the adult in et.C is'n<>t different from 
the call we experienced when we:H.rst joinedthe"comun
tty. "Do I want to accept the values and life-style of 
society? Do I'wailt to flow with the cU1;'rent70r do I want 
~omething more?" 

Fuvvy, aCLC 'memb~r frolllMalta 
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A CLC WORLD DIRECTORY has been just published by the World 
Secretariate. It 'is an exp~rimentaland limited edition 
which provides information.· about the national, regional 
and local leaders of the various National Communities. A 
second edition will be ll;lr.gely distributed as soon as the 
correction:;; an4 . comments to this first ,ed.ition arrive .at 
the World~ Secretariate. In. the meantime, information·is 
.available. at ·th,e .'. Na~ional Secretariates. Thus looks the 
cover of the booklet of lOO.pa

--::-..........~-

SOUTH AFRICA: A MESSAGE FROM THE. NEW ELECTED' PRESIDENT . 

The . National, Convention gave CLC a new constit
ution to guide us) a neW National EXecutive to serve us 
and a clearer vision of how to serve Jesus in South 
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.' ·ourstiives. arid our ·roles· 
service you,our community.. Discovery and growth In 
utiderstandi.ng who we are and how we •fire b~ing called .to 
serve, 'both iIi~ividual1yand as a community, is and will 
continue to bea !;1owcand .challen$ingprocess~But \fe also 
believe it is a vital process to whichwegive time and 
energy. It is so elisy to fallihto.thetrap of I list of 
things to be dorie!'and. i~. at:hlevlng them to feel good 
about ourselves"'L.To'.quote Tim Quiilian: . "There is no 
bypassing in thet 'splt'ftus.i life. -itisahout integration• 
.Lack of one stage ·of'·deve1bpmentmeans'inevitab1y that we 
land. up back there some time later" . 

Becoming commUnity is about building on a solid 
foundation of relationships and as I look back on the past 
six months muchofollr energy as a National Executive has 
gone irito that. There' has 'been frustration, feelings of 
inadequacy and comusion as we tried to find ourselves, 
and we are notexperiEmcing the warm feelings of achieve
ment; yet we trust we arebui1dihg on. the right stage at 
the right time, so we don't end up back there later in a 

.wors~state of confusion.' 

... The Exectltive had its third meeting this year on 
3-5 JUne at StRapltael's, Fa.ure. It'wCiS'gOQtl to be toge
ther .again .....and·Friday·nighf..wasspent.sharifigwho we were 
in oUr lived. reaHty.since.ourlastmeetin~andwhere we 
were . inourrel.atio.p:shipwithGod.S~1:tird~y.wastakenup 
with attempting to .tinder~tandinor~.fqlly/our .. role as 
Executive in the 'light of Our COri$titutions;,We spent time 
teasing out ,the meani.ng of' thewo,rds"direct, govern and 
guide' as stated in the Constitution .andthei,r meaning for 
us as the Executive •....The role of the National Secretariat 
was alSo further clarified in relation to the Executive• 

. We then. looked at the roles of members of the 
Executive, . which- .1edJ.nto apr~yerful discE!riliDe~tarta 
eH~ction of the president and secretary. OUr secretary is 
Dillion Meyers arld it ls' hi my capacity as.newlYelected 
presldentth.at Iam'aadresSitlg YOll al~,inthisCoilUDunique.! 
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your lcohfroritthe afte:rmatlf()f 
surrounding my "Yes" to <being called to serve' you 
specific way. I feel somewhat ovefwlielrAedbythe 

implications of your invitation to me to a much deeper 
conunitlnent to our CLCwayof life. I aID more aware of what 
God isealling me to'be than to do - and both demand 
challenge and sacrifice; I see the invitation to another 
'letting goi in my life and allowing God to be God. Why is 
it always so difficult? I am reminded of the words of 
Thomas Merton that have been the focus of my meditation 
recently: "We must live by a power and a light that seem 
not to be there. We must live by the st.rehgth of an 
apparent emptiness that is always truly empty and yet 
never 'fails to support us at every moment". 

It is in this ~pirit tliat I face the future in 
whatever' it. holds and on behB.lf, on the Executive :task for 
your prayers that we snaIl· respond to 'our mandate from you 
our coJDDlUIiity in a true spirit or openness 'to seeking the 
truth in love. 

The Executive spent Sunday planning a project 
which will involve all CLC groups in evalua.tionwhere'we 
are as a National Conununity ahd where we should be going. 
However you will receive details of tliis project at a 
later stage. 

In South Africa today we are, being bom'bardedw!1::h 
very emotional issues all thaif;lme:;' violence, tragedy, 
psychological trauma and <t.he vetyreal 'possi.bility of 
total ,chaos in a land torn apart by the sin of apartheid~ 
As etc people we are called to be fully alive to ourselves 
and to others - fortha great:ergltiry of God. My vision 
for CLC is that we grow as pedplemore and more able to 
comealiva to' 'respona creatively irl the chaos) and <evil 
corifronting' us~ To: 'be frilly creative we navEY t:b, be truly 
c6nteJilplati:"e~ CLCas a way of life offers, the:means to 
journeying' 'deeper' into coritemp.1t.h:iorl of Jesus, ", aridlHs 
call.' ,If > WE!. arettuly' contemplative, we are freed up to 
see' 'the 'possibility for action. AS' CLC we need to~be 
sensitive to the predicaments of our people .i in the. 
severe emotional stress we life in, we are builditlg bri,* 
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,Are we ,as CLC alive -.free to be that vessel.of 
God's grace.in South Africa at this time? 

Sheila COWBURN 
President National Executive 

MALTA: THE IMPORTANCE OF ACLCSECRETARIATE 

The necessity to ~et up some fprm of secretariate 
has long been felt within the CLC movement. The cOmmUnit
;ies have b~~n asking for more cOmmunicat;Lon alld co-ordinat
ion. The LeadershipCoJmDunity would like, to see the day, to 
day management, ," correspondenc~, "and .other administrative 
matter dealt with by some other body to allow it mOre time 
to discern and plan 'for the movement. The differeIlt teams 
do not wish to have to use up their time drawing up circul~ 

,aI'S .etc., and would. like to have mot;'e insight into what 
the other teams are doing. The Resource Centre is needed 
and the question about a premises for CLC has to be 
settled. 

1 

Communication with the World Movement and the 
Europ~i'ln teams ,needs to be. organized~ I l1 .response to this 
the . Secretariat ,has been. set uP.• Aptnitte<ily , this isa 
tall' order and' our inexperience does .not make matters 
easi~1;' •. 

Ho~ever,. taking one step at a time, we 'hope to 
~et 'llP the proper machinery, which by fulfilling the vErry 
important matters they were set up for. We also intend to 
set . up a re~ource centre which wil;l not:, .only prov~d,e 
informat:ion, literature,' etc. ~ from the outside,. but will 
also .,·furn~sh 'the dif~ere,J:lt' teamsliith .i.nformationab()~t 
the,••mov~ent: i.e.lfh() our,members are, what the differeJ1t 
~ommtlIlitie~areidoing, how the option takE;m. at the seminar 
}ui~, been followed up, etc. . 
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rep0l't how we are going to work and. what 
Your co-operation will always be welcome! 

P'ierre Attard and'Ivan Distefano 

THE MEETING OF THE EUROPEANCLC'ECCLESIAST!CAL,ASSISTANTS 
Was held at the Jesuit Curia in Rome, 25th to 29th Septem
'ber. Almost all the National and regional CLC' communities 
were represented by their' Assistants or their substitutes. 
In'all sixteen representad.ves' 'attended the'meeting. 

The first morning coincided with the beatificat
ion of Miguel pro,s.j.and many of the participants took 
ad'U'antage of the occasion to be present at the cereDlony 
held outside St Peter's in the vast and colourful piazza. 
After introductions and expressions of hopes and fears, we 
were ready for the first discussion led by Father Juan 
Ochagavia, s.j. He spoke about ttSomecharacteristics'of a 
lay person's Christian life as seen by the Synod". One, 
among many aspects of this large subject, was the emphasis 
on ,what is comon to all Christians,viz tlieir digidtyln 
Christ and call to evangelize. Out of this came'fourattit
udes: primacy 'of the mission over'the category (lay or 
'cleric) of the missionary; Ehe end ofposit!ons of dominat
ion 'or separatism; the value of mixed teams; respect, 
dialogue,' friendship in the service of the Kingdom., ' 

On the 3rdday Jose Reyes introduced, the import
ant topiC of the Formation of Guides. 'His outline summar
ized part of the larger work of the International Format
ion Commission on the Formation of Guides which has 
reached the stage of the first draft. Related to this was 
a review on the 4th day of the role of the Ecclesiastical 
Assistant, which was a good preparation for an enlargement 
of the topic by Father Kolvenbach s.j. the Jesuit General 
and World Ecclesiastical Assistant on the 5th and final 
day. Father Kolvenbach joined us on the final morning 
along with our World CLC President, Brendan McLaughlin and 
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' .. ~Phasize i,t just as!lluch a~ it; hfis 
formation. 'We mti.~t r:i,.$k commitfing()ur~~lve~ to 

in each national conilInlhity. Father " 
came back to . the' theme of Ecclesiastical 

si~t~mt and 'st.re~.$ed :theAssista~t' sministry of unity 
opening dQprs,to;.: tA~ large:rcommu:nity of the Chur,ch and 
;world'lIelik~rte~ th~\~(He6f.·As.sistant ·• tOt)le. guide 

''i:he Spiritual" Exercises as . outl.in.ed by St Ignatius in 
".l~nrtotations" oft:he '~~~i~il!;e~ .. , In an,in:fQ~1:;ive and 
<~timtilating sessionofdluastions' and an~we1:s~,' Father 
;i<ol~~rtbach eonclllded'h'is tim'; with' us. ,,, 

, , ' 

• Later in,1:116'" morri:in~ We listened to some of the 
,~or1t ' ,of' the". EU1;QPeo!Ul' Te~' 'ADd liscllssed the~()vement 
towards a,more.qnit;~d,apPtoach,tof()r$ation ,and lDission ,in 
li:G;op~'fFinally.;;rec()m.;.e.n4*~JQn~ W~;re'})rought .together and 
atcepted for. Jhe cQnsicleration of· the CLC national 
~oIDll1-UIlities ,£n E,.,u'f()p,e. , , ,', 

Those 'taking part evaluated the IDsetiIlg. Th,ey 
~xp:re~~ed;' their "appr~ciati~n for the chance of '. !neeting 
each. other" t,hetime for 'prayer ,togethe.F., the contri

: butiolu~ "ofj:'he I!lPeakerlS' the sharing in small groups. The 
;.,c~~oIlcomplaintdwas .•... tlle lack. of. tilDe. to develop and 
'~e~p~n ,. '$o~·of~he., topics. !3~t ()ve~all th~y.,c()ns ideredt.he 
meetings,., S()()~ ,pne ~ I tw~~ ~ "ortllWh:i.1e '. 9PportlJIlit ypf 

';deVE!loping commbnattitudes and a,pproacbes towar.ds CLC in 
~l1l:'OPe. ~p4~· ,s.tep towa,rtls prepariIl~them:Selves 'for the 
·n~~t.J"orld CLC.AsS~bly .in 1990 • " 

'c ,", ~ - " '" ;.'. ' • ., 
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