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THE DOCTOR AND LIFE 

Most p~ople ~hinkthat the great ~rinciple of respect 
for life, which has become a fundamental characteristic of 
the medical profession, waCs born in the Judaeo-Christian 
tradition. That is not correct . 

• In Greece, as long ago as, the fifth centurybefore the 
Christian era (between 460 and 380 B.C.) HIPPOCRATES under 
lined this primordial duty of· the doctor. HIPPOCRATES re-=

. qui red his .. disciples to commit themselves on oath to respect 
life in all circumstances. 

Since that. far-off epoch doctors of most countries 
have continued the practice of taking the 'Hippocratic oath I, 
the text ofwhich has sometimes sufferedmodifications which 
have .limited irts range a li ttIe. 

Christian thought has merely widened the attention 
brought to respect for the sick, to respect for Ii fe. For 
the christian, the poor Derson, the one who suffers, the one 
who is defenc:eless is Christ, the Christ of the Nativity who 
e~caues from the executioners of the Holy Innocents or the 
Christ,..ho suffers the Passion. Every christian doctor tries 
to make his own the a tti tude thus proposed. 

In most countries, even those which do not belong to 
the christian tradi tion, and for most doctc)Ts, including 
those who are not religious, respect for the sick person 
and for his or her life is a fundamental attitude. That 
sometimes entails what is called 'therapeutic stubbornness ' • 

.We shall return to this point but it already permits us to 
underline the general constant application. of doctors to 
the conservation of life. 

This almostuni versal attitude leads us to ask our
selves about the meaning of life, of which doctors are in 
some way privileged witnesses. One thought that comes to 
.mind is that li fe is promise alid future and one n~verknows 
what wonders it will bring later on . . 

i' " , 

A pediatrician such as I am is constantly confronted 
by dramatic situation,s involving very small children, fra-. 
gilebeings who are at death's door and one can ask oneself 
i f·i t is worthwhile putting up a fight for them. 

How often' has it happened, however, that after so much 
danger. there has been a recovery : and later you are moved 
when you meet up again with achild, an adolescent, a happy 
adult wreathed in smiles • bearers of a new joy and a new 
h01)e. 
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At the other extreme of li fe it happens that you no 
longer have any hope of prolonging a life. A few days., a 
few weeks you ',can still give to an old person, delaying 
the end of an illness that you know to be inexorably fatal, 
oftenpetmi tting a way towards peace, peace with his or her 
relations and friends, peace with God. 

This 'mystery of life' easily leads us to think about 
the tiny sick newly-born baby who will become a 'great writer 
(like GOETHE), about the prematurely old man, the hemiplegic~ 
who will go on wi th his great work as a musician (like HA~.JDEL) ,. 
but we do not put a v~lue merely on the great physical or 
intellectual SUCCesses or those from the world of sport. 
Marvels can be accomplished among people whose present ap

. pearance seems to us miserable and close to death. We also 
think about the inestimable value cif the Iiveswe call 
I •ordinary I 

This premature little girl will simply become amother 
who, in turn, will give life and will surround her children 
with her love. When he is cured, this badly wounded man wi 11 
again take un his tasks in the City and in his family. This 
old lady suffering from cancer has still a lot, to teach her 
grand children, and this old man, through his couraee and 

. digni ty, will give. to . those around him some l;rreplaceable 
lessons, even if ~hey will be understood only later. 

These few examples help us to understand better why. we 
must respect life: we do not know the future that will .come 
out of it and we must 'do nothing that will impede the rea:ti 
sation of that unique destiny. .

Moreover, we must do everything so that the problems 
will be resolved 'and this life can get back on course . This 
requires effective:treatment adapted to each case: competence 
is the' principal quality expected in a do.ctor • The complexity 
of many aspects of modern medicine is such that it is often 
difficuH when attending to someone not to put the sickness 
before the patient. Even when that happens one should not 
reproach the doc-tor too much because his main task is to 
cure. 

But a do~tor must not' allpw himsel·f 'to become a ,mere 
technician and must not forget that. he is attending to a 
human being, his suffering brother. 'J:he interest. paid. t.o 

. psychological problems particularly where advanced tech
niques and long visits. are involved, is fortunatelyfacili 
tating a better understanding of the attitude towards the 
sick person anc;lhis· or her family. 

,These general notions only give an incomplete account 
of the complexity of the T)roblems ,and their diversity: 
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The incredible progress in medical techniques has made 
possible the treatment of certain illnesses which ..!ere 
previously fatal; but these treatments are' sometimes un
reliable ,painful for,the sick person; in some cases they 
lead to a precarious survival, and one may wonder if it 
is worth having such treatment. 

- These complex techniques are more and more expensive and 
the increase in health budgets that is more rapid than 
the increase in income (GNP). in most countries, poses 
difficult problem~. Worse still are the problems in ,de
veloping countries in which general poverty tragically 
limi ts the portion available for health. 

- The :iinterference cif questions of finance permi tsus to 
understand tha.t ways of thinking and socio-poli tical 
theories subtly affect behaviour with regard to the ques 
tion of life. Fora state with a materialis tic philosophy-;
which puts into practice a very rigid limi tation of births, 
abortion will be forcibly included in the obligatory meas 
ures,. I f one's interest in men is limi ted to thei r capacity 
to produce, one arrives rather quickly at euthanasi ao-f.old 
people, even though fewer steps have been made inthis di 
rection than In that of abortion. . ' 

- AnQther .problem which is regularly stirred up by public 
opinion is that of the euthanasia of sick people suffering 
from incurable and painful ailments, most often cancer. 
It is true that the use of pain killers is perfectly 
legitima~e even if very large and indeed toxic doses are 
needed. 'The intention is .to sooth, not to kill. 

At the present time some new methods. of treatment for 
.t 	

pain lead us to hope that the last days of these sick people 
can .be made more peaceful without having to be cut short 
or lived in a semi coma. In additio'n, an ~ffort is beirtp 
made in various countries to accompany dying people and not 
'to leave them alone when they are faced wit~ suffering and 
death, as too often happens in the modern world. It is in
teresting to note that in this way we ,a.re. rediscovering 
ways of behaving ~which are much closer to those of societies 
which preceded the industrial era. 

. Finally, doctors are, on the other hand, re1)roached 
for, 'therapeutic stubbornness" : doing too much for a sick 
person who has ho hope of recovery. What we have s aid above 
shows that it is difficult not to be accused of that at some 
time or other., and that in exceptional cases 'not doing all 
one cal} do' is an agonising decision which is' not to be 
taken without mature consideration and is a matter of-con
science . 

. These ideas which we have just presented are a Ii ttle 
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general and theoretic'al because, - in practice, the doctor 
could-find himself in di,fferent situations in which the de 

,cisions will not necessarily be the same. 
- Compare the situation of a 'well-equipped hosni tal in a 

big, town with that of a bush hospital in which elementary 
'resources'are lacking. 

- Imagine the sick, isolated refugee ,abandoned by everybody, 

;:LI}d the person who is surrounded by a family, which ,is 

loving, demanding or influential. ' 

And, let us not forget the cost: in medicines, in time, in 

the money spent ,on suah and such a sick person which, in 

certain cases, will perjups hinder the care given ,to others 

less affected and more numerous. 


- 'Let us also unders tandthat there is a world of di fference 

between not applying a treatment which is capable of 

prolonging life and performing an act which radically 

suppresses life, that is " an act that kills. 


Neither must we forget that, wh:ate,ver be the reasons 
and the methods used, an abortion does away wi th a living 
being who, in the absence of this act, would have an enti ie 
life ahead of him or her. 

All these problems are 
/ 

complex. The answer is not always 
obvious. The doctor can only approach them wi th,se-rious con 
sideration, as competently as possible, whilst res:necting 
and loving the other person and remembering that aJ I life 
is a gift,of God for his greater service. 

Vn. Luc~en MICHON.. 

A PRIEST ON THE PROBLEM OF ABORTION 

These notes which I am wri ting for PROGRESSIO on the 
pastoral acti vi ty of people involved in th~e drama of abortion, 
are nothing more than an attempt at a personal synthesis of 
an eXberience which, I must confess, has no chaTacteristics 
beyond those of a normal priestly experience. It is not an 
"expert" who is wri ting: in spite ,of this limitation, I hope 
these lines will be useful to "someone. 

I also leave aside the objective moral evaluatioT)., hav 
,ing nothing to add to the position always held by the Church:
life must be respected and defended always and everywhere, 
otherwise we run the risk of never beinp. able to defend it. 
These reflections, therefore, ,regard only some strictly pas 
toral aspects of the problem. 

* * * 
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The interruptioilof pregnancy has l:)(~comesuch a frequent 
occurence today ,even in sectors commonly ,defined as chris 
tian and pra'7tising, as t'o -be regarded as one of the most 
delicate and urgent problems in the pastoral work of announc 
.ing the chris tian message and re,conciliation. 

In many western' countries today, in spite of restric
tions, legislation permi ts easy recourse to abortion, and 
in most cases it is the State itself that assumes the economic 
burdens of this procedure, as if it were a matter of normal 
medical treatment. The pros a,nd cons of this fact, that is, 
the regularising of the phenomenon of abortion on the part 
of the State, finds public' opinion very much divided, and 
certainly not only on· account of reasons of religion and 
catholic morality. 

But this very fact, which is evident to all, enables 'us 
to see that-in an epoch like our own which boasts of being 
commi tted in the area of the rights of man, and which wears 
its commitment to the side of the weakest and most defence 
less of human beings like a f16wer in its button hole - i~ 
reality man has never been so inconsiderate and human life 
has never been so despised and endangered at every level. 
There is 'no point in giving examples. The facts are before 
everyone's eyes. 

This fact summons up another one: today it is basic 
that the announcement of the good news of the love of God 
for man and of reconciliation rises on the solid work of 
pre-~vangelisation which has the acceptance, respect andI 

love of life as one of its fundamental supports. Before re 
conci ling himself with God, man today mus t be reconciled 
with himself and with life. It is appalling to see how the 
number ofpebple who donot accept themselves aridlove neither 
,tbemselves nor life is becoming a multi tude. Indeed I think 
that many tragic phenomena of our time are rooted in this 
fact of not beirig reconciled with life. 

For this reason I am firmly convinced that the problem 
of the interruption of pregnancy must be seen in the perspec 
ti ve of the vaster problem of respect for the quality 01 
life in general, which contains indispensable chapters on 
the conditions of human life, housing, the place of work, 
social justice, respect for the person and all that he/she 
is. The person who does not respect life as it is developing 
will easily not respect it even after birth. 

Returning to the more specific pastoral problem concern 
ing people who have decided to interrupt a life that is just 
beginning, it must be said straight away that the priest 
cannot simply refer to 'experience', understood as a conve 
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nient filing cabinet into which tht:different ca"ses which 
"present themselves maybe filed. That is perhaps possible in 
other fields, but not here. And that is because the drama 
involvedis something totally wi thin the pers,on and therefore 
takes on unrepeatable characteristics of that person, even 
though we can talk about causes , conditionings and impulses 
which, in a general way, we attribute to education," environ 
ment, human sensitivity, spiritual formation, and that com 
plex of external causes which grow out of the material 01 
interpersonal relations. I shall have a chance to return to 
this point further on." 

Another element to be borne in mind is that the priest 
commonly finds himself dealing wi th this problem exclusively 
with the woman, who is frequently compelled to bear the"obur 
den of a situation that is often the result of extremely 
negative attitudes towards her. It is sad to see this, but 
the priest who approaches these cases cannot fail to take 
into account the fact that behind the face of the person he 
is talking to there are other faces hidden in the murkiness 
of a lack of responsibility and therefore of humanity. If 
one has the 'chance of speaking to a woman who has not yet 
had the abortion, then, in my opinion, it is right and P:U0E. 
er to involve those, other people too. But when that does not 
happen the woman's loneliness seems to me to be utterly 
tragic. 

These reflections tell us , there"fore, that the problem 
does not have only a moral dimension. It also has a psycho 
logical and a socfologicaldimension" and is affected by a 
society's customs. And, to my" way of seeing things, that is 
one -of the fundamental reasons why the interruption of a 
life is always perceived, even by non-believing women , as 
something grave and devastating, which therefore frequently 
leaves a deep imprint in the person's psyche and consequently 
in her ~relati6nships with others. 

* * * 
For believers, as well as the human motives, there are 

also those which have"amorestrictly religious and christian 
moral character, experienced more intensely orless intense 
ly, more clearly or less clearly" depending on the formation 
~hat the person has received. 

We can say that the priest orten flnds himself having 
to ni"ckonwi th very strong guilt feelings which are sometimes 
persistent, ,very often reemerging. It isnot always easy to 
get the person to pass from a situation of this kind to a 
more serene vision ,which integrates the right evaluation of 
one's own act" wi th the offer of forgiveness that comes from 
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God. There is often a very strong ,desire ;for reconciliation 
but, at the same time, a radical closing in ononeself whilst' 
c,onsideringone I s own misery, and this leads to a, feeling of 
being unworthy of reconciliation. Sometimes you get the feel 
ing that this kind of reaction contains an element of sell 
punishment. 

Here great patience is required on the priest's part, 
as well as a lucidity of approach to the person not just to 
educate her conscience, but also to get her to perceive 
deeply God's tenderness. 

Along with this more strictly spiritual exchange goes 
that complex work of mending interpersonal relationships, 
which, as I mentioned before, are often compromised by an 
event which is so traumatic for the woman. 

The influence of the surrounding environment upon the 
woman f s decision to have recourse to abortion. is often deci 
si ve, above all where young people ani concerned, whether 
it is a matter of the family or the male partner, who mayor 
may not be bound to the woman in a stable relationship. 
But this does not happen without damage to interpersonal 
relationships. 

The Pllblicstructures which should be instruments to 
help inthe growth of responsibili ty are sometimes transform 
ed into ways of undermining responsibiE ty. The opinion 01 
people who are regarded as Hexperts" often has a determin
ing influence. . 

In conclusion: recourse to the interruption of a life 
just begun is often had in the hope of safeguarding the em£ 
tionalstabili ty of the single woman and of her interpersonal 
rela'tionships; instead the very stability thatit was hoped 
would be saved is compromised,sometimes irreparably. ' 

On the personal level , then, absorbing this experience, 
which is always traumatic, into a process of fai th that lead's 
the person to live the love of God in a new way is not some 
thing eas.y which happens in a short time. 

Into my mind comes the remark of 'a woman, who, when she 
was told of the depth of God's love, who reveals his justice 
in forgiving, said: "I know God forgives me: I'm the one who 
will never be able to forgive myself". 

F~anee~eo BOTTA ~.j. 
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THE EX~RCISES IN THE CLC TODAY 
OR THE EXERCISES AS PEDAGOGY 

(Altt-tete. pubtL6 he.d -tn,'" Cah-ttZ.lt.6 de. Sp-tlt-ttuaUte~g nat-te.nne. ,. , 
Quibee, vat. VII, n.28, oetabe.lt-de.ee.mbe.1(1983). 

In an earlier article (Progressib, September 1984) I 
tried to show the close links that" exist between the Igna
tian Exercises and the Christian Life Community (CLC). I 
presented the latter as the heir to the groups forwed by 
the 'friends in the Lord'. We know that these groups gath
ered together around Ignatius and the first Je.suits. people 
who, after having done the Exercises. wanted to go on liv
ing in accordance with their spirit. Now I would like ~o 
show that it is with good reason that the CLC claimerl and 
still claims this heritage. 

Since its Origins 

In a work published as a supplement to PROGRESSIO(no.14, 
June 1979) and entitled: "God works like that". Fr. Louis 
Paulussen has shown how, throughout the four centuries' of 
its existence. the Marian Congregation - ,as it was called 
for a long time - or the CLC - as it is called today - has 
always kept its Ignatian character. The same author returned 
to the sub"j ect in an article . "Faithful to our sources If, 
which appeared in Progressio (July-September 1982). He shows 
very well that the CLC is not making, innovations today by 
presenting itself as fundamentally Ignatian: it always has 
been. Certainly it may have been accentllated differently. in 
the various epochs" Certain trai ts may have seemed fcir a time 
to have been toned down, especially after the suppression of 
the Society of Jesus, as I mentioned in my previous article; 
but those traits have never been erased. ' and you can find 
them in the documents of every epoch. The fact that here and 
there Congregation directors may have I forgotten I to empha 
sise them and may have practically reduced their group to a 
mere pious association is another matter. 

The 1968 I General Principles' 

The creation of the World federation' in 1953 had made 
even more evident the need, which had been felt for a long 
time, to bring up to date the Common Rule,s. which had re
mained unchanged since 1910. So the :work was begun, but, 
as the job had been entrusted to a team of experts, it was' f 

thought that enquiries might be made about life at the 
grass roots level. It was noticed 'that numerous groups, ag 
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·ticipating,so to speak, theconclusions··ofthe.C6uncil, 
had been involved ,for sQme,years,in averi tabJe return to 
.the sources. Under the guidance of men like Hug'o and Karl 
Rahner, Maurice Giuliani and others, they rediscovered the 
point at which the Exercises are the" founq.ation of the spi 
ri tuality of the Marian Congregation' ( Giuliani). And it 
was starting from their experience that the drawing up of 
the new Common Rules (called 'General Principles ') was under 
taken and completed. Presented to Paul VI in 1967, they were 
first approved ad .experimentuIil for three years in 1968, and 
'then defini ti vely in 1971. 	 . 

Now the 'General Principles' affirm it wi thout reserve; 
"We r.egard the SpiI'itualExercises of :.Saint Ignatius as a 
specific: source and the characteristic instrument ofour spi 
rituali ty" (no. 4) . 

The 'Survey' 

I suppose that it is now admi tted wi thout too much dif 
ficu1 ty that the CLC has been Ignatian since its origins ana 
that this Ignatian charac'ter is explicitly affirmed in the 
1968 'General Principles'. But what about the concrete life 
of the members and the groups? Because, in the end, that is 
what matters. 

~ Well, . in 1981 the central Secretariat published the 
second edition of a cyc1osty1ed book enti tIed; 'Survey on 
the formation process in the Christian Life Communi ties'. It 
is the result of an inquiry into the methods used by the CLC 
groups around the worl d to· form thei r membalt's. It h as not 
been published to serve as a norm, but simply as a reservoir 
of suggestions from which all may draw as they deem fit . 

.However, this survey is a witness (there can be no better) 
. to what the CLC groups in different countries live. Now. as . 
we 	 shall see, this life is totally imbued w.i th the spirit of 
the Exercises, which are revealed in it not merely as an 
ideal. an inspiration, but also as a pedagogy. Or, to take 
up 	again the words of the 'General PrinCiples' quoted above: 
the Exercises appear there, at the same tlme as both 'source '. 
and '~nstrumen t' . . 

A Glance at the Survey 

The compilers believed that they discerned in the form~ 
tion process used by .most groups the equivalent of five 
stages. which they describe thus: 
1. 	A p~e-eommunlty stage, which can last from three months 

to ayear and even longer. during the course of which the 
community is built as such. 
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2.' 	A stage. of -i..YL'It-i..a.t-i..OYL, lasting one or two 'years, during 
which the group· as such and each of the members bC<:.(nnes 
acquainted wi th the fundamental values and is initiated 
into the CLC way of life. 

3. 	A stage called ~~demptloYL. After the euphoria at the be 
ginni1ng, a certain lassitude begins to be felt. Some mem 

.bers leave the group.- Squabbles , rivalries and frustra-=
tions appear on the scene and nobody knows much about how 
to avoid them. The group discovers the point at which it 
is fragi Ie, and each member, knowing himself better, dis 
covers his own limits and his part in the responsibili ty 
for the general malaise. This painful experience consti 
tutes a first phase. After a personal and community 
discernment, the ordeal terminates in theradicalgiving 
of oneself to Christ ,who is seen to be the only one capa 
ble of transforming ourliIhits intosalvific values. This 
gi'ft of self is at the same time a commitment to pursue 
the ideal proposed by the CLC. 

4. 	 A stage of deepeYL-i..YLg permits the carrying over into con 
crete life the gift of self made in the previous stage: 
He who has given ~imself to Christ wants to imitate him, 
notably by participating inhis mission .. Mission and the 
:choices it involves are the main points of this stage 
which normally crowns the commitment to life in the CLC. 

S. 	A stage ofc.oYLt-i..YLuo!L6 g~owth, which, as arule, only ends 
when life ends, permits one to push one • s belonging to 
Christ and participation in his Paschal mystery to their 
final consequences. " 

For each of the stages the Survey mentions a certain 
number of key aspects or guidelines to explore in connection 
with the concrete practice of CLC life. Without being re
cipes ,these suggestions show how the five stage process 
can be. moulded into the meetings, days of recollection, and 
the apostolic projects of a group. It is obviously impossible 
to enter into details here. 

But what is essential to our purpose is to underline, 
as the authors 'of the Survey have.done, the strict ~orres
pondence between the five stages and the course of the Exer 
cises. 

The Survey p.oes not give any reference for the first 
stage, but I believe we can point out i tssimilari ty to the 
famous. "Presupposition" (Exercises no. 22) which gives the 
conditions for fruitful exchange between human beings. The 
second stage corresponds to the Principle and' Foundation. 
The third to the First Week (Phase 1) and to the Meditation 
on the Kingdom (Phase II). The fourth makes the process of 
the Second Week live in the course of daily life. The fifth 
does the same with the Third and Fourth Weeks. 
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,To repeat, the ap'proach'here has not been theoretical, 
~and this process; even though it is widespread in the CLC 
world, ,has neither been imposed noreven proposed. The fact 
that it, is general, however, is a witness to two things i on 
the one hand, growth in Christ according to the Ignatian way 
and the tSlmporal process of the Exercises go hand in hand, 
the first follow~ng, so to speak, spontaneously,.naturally" 
the lines of the second;' and on the other hand, the profOund 
ly Ignatian character of the CLC., since the Exercises serve 
it, not just as an inspiration, but as a pedagogy. 

A Jesuit of former times, a rival of Dewey, conceived 
a method of classifying notes, based on the Exercises. It is 
a little like that here: in the CLC not only do the ExerciS'es 
consti tute the ideal that we want to attain, they are at the 
same time the way by which we want to arrive. 

Postcript 

My article is finished. I have the feeling that I have 
said all I wanted to say. However, my soul is not at peace. 
In spite of the fact that I have been precise '0 I still fear 
that some readers may consider the Survey, which I have de ' 
scribed only in outline, as a ki,nd of framework or programme 
which each group should follow. No. The Survey is a report 
on what is being done. By reporting what takes place,' mor~, 
over, it predisposes each group for what will normally' happen 
to it. It seems that people who have decide.d to live their 
faith according to the spirit of St. Ignatius cannot gather 
together without the Exercises having a profound influence 
upon their way of working together. It is good to kno~ that, 
so that this tendency will not be opposed, but ratber pro
moted, since it can only be a movement of the Spirit. So, 
the Survey is like a weather forecast:. it does not make the 
weather, it predicts what it probably, will be so that we can 
make the best of it. And let us remember that the process 
can appear under a thousand different forms. It is by start 
ing with the needs of the present time that a group must 
determine its activities. But, most often the process of 
needs will' correspond to that of. the four Weeks wi th the 
emphasis 'on one or another ,or on such and such ,an aspect 6f 
one or another - for example, the integration of different 
values, discernment, mission ... I t would, be unthinkable that 
th'e flexibility and the careful adaptation that one finds ,on 
every pag~ of the Exercises should produce a pedagogy' in 
which those qualities were missing. 

Rem-i PQTVIN ,6.j. 
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It,hlis not 'been easy, for, me to write' about the si 
city oflife which isspoken. of towards the end ofarti 
of the General Rfinciples, because' ii:. is something, 11 
",hlch L feel deep within me , btithaveneverachieved;" 
comple:telyunderstood,greatly sired' and ponciered' 
with amazement. 

It is as if oneposses$ed withinorieselfthekey 
fo·Hower of Christ in th~world. as if one might e 

the n:ystety~b.d scandal: of it . 
. -f 

The aspectO£'slmplicity, Qflifewh1.ch fir~tst 

was poverty, the,need to,.be 'wi ththe poprest 'andtl1ee 

'uot to have abundan(:means. at one's disposcif, hPt.<io 

aff;ront to those wh,o' ate, ,iu i need••• ' to "i::ont~mplate th 

te:qf of God made man, among the poor. ' 


Little by little, when the ,concreteness 'of berng ," 
be came a choice,'. 0 ften diJf,icul t to make, never comfort ' 
I learned to .graspthe freedom ~thatgoes withp .'1'"',,, ",'!-,\1',' 

understand the tensfi:JIl;0fli vingwhat is, essential , ' 
,tobelike chri~t, free in relationships,frate;rnill 
, flic:ts, a friend in joy andippain, never a slave ,of 
.neyer strong, rich or> oppressive. ' 

,.Inthe' daily 'temptation to haveandtopbsses 
also in the.temptationto do things • of exaggeratedacti ',' 
wi~espread, eveham0rlgbelievers" something is Jdtgotte, 
the freedom of God, ,hoW He looks on the' world>andonpeQP 

, ,',' Simplicit'yof1tfe, is what calls 

sibilitynfbeiIlg credible, in the 
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'"~. ;.c,'.•.,,' 

'} .. .:'~~ring,the:ir las~m.e~f1ngCan,ada;'tlie.
:,tive:,Council decided to ho'ld a ing:(Col1oqul 
'/ pl,a12e oyerthe:12.hristmas>holidays 'this 'year . Th 


JHtgesof ~Prog:te#~io, ,I,would like to inform you:}a 

scope~ ,andd,evelopmeritand'at the sfametime to invite' 

fOllijw' i t!hToil~~\;;arid'toptl:t .i'!:s conclusiorts.intopra 


"'-. 	 : - -: -',' - '-' --- - ~- ,...:;~;, -~ '-' - ---- -  ...
~How~id'tlt,e'i!1eao:f hol~:ling such a meeting "cameab 

cIt,,:/a,s<l J~~nd '~J!:'p~~c~PtiCll1" feeling shared by; all " 
,memby;rs.o£the,E,x-:-~Coa:s .:theY,be ' aware tha tal;though 
i;sp¢ing~~:mef()E~hy,youthC.LC; 10t lllore remains 

~f~<io1J~.(.Let,~e~xp·f{ainfwn'at T,.mean,: undQubtedly there are 
>,'e,ff'o!rtsbelllg'wa:qe by the J~orld rat~on a,nCiD»"' th 
ih'1;ii:,>na1, .'c9mmu:nLt~~'es for ,the ·youth. ',We ca,ni;:ite" £di·'e 
,{the\;g:toi.lp:p,Youtl1,. arid 'Missi~ma,nd Servi ce II which has 
'workingalready;formorethan a year ,thepar,t 
.;youfh • member,s .trotner working groups". the,' pub, 
r>17orp),:lT For'ma.ti6n:Program. fo r Youth Le a<1e J?~K fOTth,e : 
;'of .1i.elping, the>:yqpfh,:groups, and so on.' ',',C" 

.,·Nev~rtheless,.w~.belteve thatthel'e 'are 
stifJ,to be develClped;andlleedstobemet.. Tllere" 
t,oknow. !!firsthandil;~wha;t is .thereality:Clfo~nYQu 

'gr01:l.ps, 'lYha:tar~ the., pr(jbleIjisthey are.:£aQedw:Ft1i:in 
growth pr9,cess,~,considering . in particular. the ',;'llspe ... ' 
formation,; ,xerci~es> guides•• ~, Onth~othe:r·;haIld;:~one. 
,n9ti;ignorEltQe;i1i1PQ~.tant,dimension of the. inte.r~cti 

~. 	 yot.1t,hCLC . groups with,. the 'world that surroulldstnem. 
also,ne:cess,ary.~,to 'cI:lrify.or' explain what we<a,H 
that,fLC not'j)lstapass'in'g moment, m(jreotless~enr:f 
but ory ••:.in'the life ,of a young person " h4,t th 

lifeonecSln assimilate andf61lowitl1ro 
;Th~se'are some,examples.wliichcome,t:p >my
surely many others ~ ..-, ' ' ,;;' , 

Wit,h eideas in our miridswe, th,e guidingte" 
pos,edofJos n, Chieco Bottas .j., Patrick 0' SuI 
s ~j:,and myse met;inI\ome during tlie fii!:ahalfbf ' 

, ·our.wor:~'duriI1g these days was' tOg-Ivethesei:deas 
. sh.ape con the practicaJ.level.'1 ,am going to inform yo 
~oIlJ::y;bri~£1y, about how the, meeting' has~peen planned. 

http:cI:lrify.or
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,', ..... ;90rlJetime9-gb " Ic'wa5askedto write .,ana 
,the .GermanYouth·-CLG.But where shall I,start?~ 
an.,i§.ell,aboutbtlf.1ife, our 
short-:aboutus?Let Us try. 

Becal.1,semanyofour communi ties are connected with' 

schools,we often. try to start ,'our first pTe-groups 


. thepupils"fromten to, thirteen YearS. ,Of course the' 
thines in their meetings are no gre'a t themes orattivi 
but!o "grow to~be.a,community: 'to .do things together 
exchangei<:1eas,,'prohlems(forexample 'with the' schoo!), 
listentooneanother .. T think, that'is aI), important' ' 
forlisteriin,gtomYj5e:lfantl also to, God later .on. ' 

.' . ..- '- . 

.After sudia,preparat:ton the next 'ste.'p·,mightbe. ' 
'each group thillkS ahoytwhat they want to do together . 

," only,t:he group~uideb(ltal1 the members areTesponsib 
makirigthegroupmote than just a "club" but' areal 

for everyone , whiCh can contrihute to thedioces~an 


national commuii;ity.This deve lopmentnraytake,som.et""J!1';; ',~, 
but:wl,J.y·, not? What~arethethemesgroupsca::J.woYkw. ? 
sure}y, chahgea~thegroup.sdevelop, but We have· .LUUHU 

followingirelpfuL;., ' 

We often start with questions like: whataret.he' 

dences in my life, my surroundings, Iamdisconfente.d , 

Where can T seeinjllstice in daily ~life, .. or inpoli 

that'touches me? The ,following questions too, . can b 

quite real: how, do·Iseem.y, relationshiP .. , my fami 

my (boY/eirl-}£)-iend(s)? l~lhat do I feel ,when 1 think 

futtire?9nil soon. And. last but not l~ast:,howcan 

mYChris.tianfaith?,The grbup experience he, canbe 

helpful as mos of l1S have only experiElncedourselves ',' 

others}. To hearfro1l1 one another, toc try differentk 

of prayerC3,ndmeditation Or above all to celebrate Mass 

gether-the all' contribute substantially to building
c: oIIllTllini t)'~ , ., " '. 

T.h~~e"developments migh't( and we aTe happyi £ th 
m"',T.T,U the.mem.bers to look at more common problems. 


pointf9r us, Germans is peace and armament:. 

ceriterbetweenEast and West,' arep<rrti 


d to :find OUY-position riHati,on tOcflie 
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'<Bat ,·that ':w~sferi(yea 

t~~:.[~:j~t~~~V;'~~'~~i9;~f~';:~§~Eie~~t~!Y~h '.' 

~'aw::nr mytfiil<:l1rpod ' •. pesc;eptibn 0 ftile WQr1 

" "" :.~.up\.''fro~l,(jn.~:{ahd:'L\nfl~rving:s l'uinbef~i . 
....... s:·:'to~. Pcllithe:l11n~.ssE)s':m)': society s:llffers,.· 

····:p:J;e'·I'con~ideie:4·t'go6~r.Ju:rt19ut.·to. be In.Qnst¢.·rs 
./Jo.r;'the.:evtlsi)'~fUrirrgihJhe .. c:oul1t 
:f'tee·m{ger,. I;did:!1.()tre~ponda,tIiTst, 

later the. si t,uat:ibno.50meh()W ,would 
w.oul<i15e alr.ight;aga~n Jtuti'tdid .110t. ~.i.i 

,the. sUddE;rr·~h~Ilg,einlhe.prices ot '.." .' 

fur~ated. me ,foTmanY.lrith~i.:·communitycou'Id·' 

e\Tellfor the irb.a§ i cIle'cess~ties .Manylo!';;t 

bnly,mean!,; ofli'VeTiho6d;others.· drO\ie·th 

iila'dm~n'to demarrdfox'ari int:reas¢ inthe'i:[ 


'. both "endsmee ~ .:whatshollldI\ a: lee ." .' 
·pi'Ieupthelr'wo~s·al}d ..:Wonderwhatwilt .",-'-' .....;.,_.".."
I just let my fear paralyze me for L: a1)l.:st 
Qffet'myself cfo~' theiY'c.ause, the fear th(l 

..	oneof>thf?many·vi cfi)ns of .. tortures, . 

dlleprocess. oflawL Wfl1 I'merely keep'. 

business· and c6:p.cernmys.elf wi th myacco " 


. limit. myself to 'the four torners, of the a:s' l' 

,thesl:lhappenr+:ght under my .nos~? . 





WORKING~GROUPS-:'A FIRST EVALUAT10N 

Our readers wi11 no doubt recall the creation of 12 
working groups by the Executive Council of our world Commu 
nity which we described here in July 1983 (cf. PROGRESSIO: 
1983, no;4, "Our New Working Groups"). The afrilin setting up 
these groups was to deal with the important points and as
pects raised during the meeting of PROVIDENCE ' 82, to follow 
them up, and deepen them by Il1aking sure they were gi ven the 
consideration and attention they deserve. 

The .Executive Council preferred the more flexible struc 
ture ofwotking groups tomaintaining permanent Commissions:
Their advantages, it was thought, consisted in: 

-directing the efforts of a group to one precise task, and 
so avoiding getting lost in the intricacies of a mandate 
tnat might be too broad and sometimes too complicated; 

- limiting the time for the realisation of an obj ective, 
whilst being ready to reconsider it, if need be; 

- maintaining a constahtattention to the work in hand by 
periodical evaluations; 

- associating a great number of members from different re
gions of the world with the work, thus sharing, in fact, 
the responsib.i Ii ty which is common to all with regard' to 
the progress and growth of our Community in the service of 
one world. 

The work would be done by correspondence, as meetings 
were excluded for obviqus reasons of finance. But one question 
remained: were we really ready towork together ih. this very 
demanding way - sharing through the written word? For lack 
of an a1 ternativeand in order to safeguard the international 
character of our Community, the decisionwasmade, although 
we were aware of the risk involved. 

* * * 
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After 18 months of,work it is up a 
first evaluation.' Most groups have producedso.1id and very 
valuable work. Their results will be published in 1985 and 
at the beginning of 1986. Several observationsar~(important 
in considering the functioning of these groups: 

- Very often the members of the groups have shared the work 
entrusted to them wi th other CLC .members, and sometimes 
wi th a whole group from their own country. In certain 
cases, the study and deepening mandate led to the creation 
of a national working group, where members studied and 
shared, and passed on to the international group a contri 
bution of much greater value. 

- We were to discover that sharing and communicating' in 
wri ting is a demanding business, but everyone got down to 
it with a good heart and overcome the natural resistance' 
that such demands make. Once we acceptedthat, we were to 
experience that sharing in writing is often much richer 
than sharing by word of mouth. Putting a reflection down 
on paper s,upposes, in effect, that it has been sufficiently 
thought about so that it is ready to be shared. There, is 
a gain in quality. 

- Because the groups are international, the question of Ian 
guage has been a difficulty. This seems to have been re= 
solved by the freedom which members have to express their 
thought in one of three official languages and by their 
abili ty (personal and/or helped by others) to: understand 
the syntheses prepared by their coordinator., 

"" 	 Part.icipation in a working group seems tp have been for, 
€lverybody a chance to reflect upon his or her own experi, , 
ence, to study some subjects and documents linked to the 
theme of the mandate and to share their ideas with the 
CLC n:tembers of other countries. Without the challenge of 
this invitation we would doubtlessly' not, have found the 
time needed to share , reflect and progress in our experi, 
ence. 

The following extract frqm a letter summarises one ex 
perience among others: "The WOJLk we have been doing ;toge;theJi 
oveJL ;the pa.&;t mon;th.& hat, been a JLieh expeJLienee 06 '&'haJLin9 
6M me, on bo;th a pJLae;tieal level anap.n ideal level. I liked 
;the openne.&.& 06 aeeep;ti.ng ;to delibeJLa;te ;togetheA ;thJLough a 
eiJLeulaJL le;t;teJL whieh a;t lea.&;t 6Oil, me hM no;t been eM y. The 
lM;t .&haJLing ha.& deMni;tely helped my own ;thinking abou;t OUJL 
WOJLk. I hadmany que.&;tion.& be60JLe - many have been an.&weJLed. 
Thi.& wMk ha.& al.&o pulled me beyond my own expeJLienee in 
oJLdeJL ;to JLe61ee;t 6uJL;theJL. And .&D ;the ~oJLk beeome.& moJLe dif 
6ieul;t bu;t moJLe ehallenging. I have eeJL;tainly gJLown in my 
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pe.ILc.e.ptioYl 06 the. Jubje.c.tthat/:taJ be.e.Yl e.YltlLuJte.d to uJ. rt 
haJ be.e.Yldi6,Mc.uR..t be.c.auJe. I have. had to 1Le.6{'e.C.t de.e.pR.:y.OYl 
my v-tJio,Yl 06 CLC. AJ wOlLk goe.J OYl I be.c.ome. molLe. lLe.ady to 
take. time., to 1Le.6{e.c.t aYld WIL:£te., pe.lLhapJ be.c.auJ e.I JR..owR..y 
lLe.aR..ize. the. impolLtaYlc.e. aYld Yle.c.e.J,Jity 06 J uc.h wOlLk. QUIL valLie.d 
bac.kglLouYldJ· aYld c.uR..tulLaR.. e.xpe.lLie.nc.e.J have. he.R..pe.d me. a~plLe.!· 

,c.iate. molLe. aYldmolLe. the. c.ompR..e.xity 06 a WOILR..d CommuYlity . . But 
, at the. Jame. time. I have. had iYlJight iYlto the. UYlity that oulL 
JhalLe.d way 06 R..i6e. blLiYlgJ ac.ILOJJ C.uR..tUILe.J.~ 

* * * 

What can be expected from this work at the level of 
dnitial, concrete results? Here below we present a list o~ 
~ublications which are being prepared and which constitut~ 
the fruit of the work, of the different groups. To these pub 
lications should be added the organisation of the Youth CoT 
loquium and the preparation of an' international formation 
session. 

To be published: 

- a work document on the. Sense of ('''thinking with ") the 
Church, in three parts: 1) an intrOduction on the Sense 
of ("thinking with") the Church today; 2) some guidelines 
for meetings which can help members to grow in. this area; 
3) some pedagogical means for the use of communi ties j , 

- a brochure on "Twinning", to serve. as a guide I for aI 

loving and respectful encounter between people, thei r cuI 
tures, histories, s·i tuations ,. •. . . 

- for USe of groups: a questionnaire, elaborated in three 
stages (1. becoming aware; 2; discerning a life-s'tyle; 
3. decision) in response to the question: "How should we 
behave and witness to our faith, in'the light of Ignatian 
spirituality, in the consumer society in which we are im 
mersed and of which we are part?" 

some witnesses ,on the role of Our Lady in our life, to be 
published in the preparatory documents for the next World 
Assembly; 

a series of articles in Progressio on family life, going 
deeply into different aspects; 

- the work of the 'Youth and Mission' group has been a pre 
liminary stage leading up to the holding of the Youtn 
Colloquium in Rome from 18th to the 28th December r984; 
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-	 a. proposal for desirable changes in the statutes; 

... 	 a work document (a suppleme'nt to the existing "Survey") 
which clarifies the roles of the ecclesiastical assistant, 
the group guide, the leader or coordinator. This publica 
tion will be completed with the proposal of an interna= 
tional session which will probably take plac& in conjunc 
tion with the next assembly; 

- a Supplement to Progressio (April 1986) on Preparation for 
the Spi ri tual Exercises, with various preparatory forms; 

- a Supplement to Progressio (April 1985) on the Spiritual 
Exercises in Daily Life: giving present day experiences 
("wi tnesses"), helping guides with advice and practical 
suggestions, and developing a clear vision of the I gnatian 
Exercises given in th~s form; 

- the first of six Bulletins on the documents of the. Church 
has just been published. It has been sent to the national 
CLC leaders, who should have them circulated to the groups. 
Tl:lese bulletins introduce a document and give a simplified 
version of it followed' by some guidelines for work. An 
important tool for assimilating the teachinp: of the Church. 

Here, then, is a first evaluation of the work carried 
out. Let llS 'not forget that the publications. the' concrete 
things' are only a visible sign of a deeper work. Thus over 
these past months we have been able to see develop genuine 
CLC networks, with profound and extens.ive ramifications. 
Which enrich the life 'Of, and bring a new vigour to the whole 
body. Experience and education on the world level, where each 
one gives and receives for the greater good of all. 

I Jo.&eGSHL 
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THE NEW MEMBER' DILEMMA 

The new member dilemma. How do you bring a new person 
fully into an already estab lished community? When are they 
"really members"? How do you bring them to where the commu 
nity is lVi thout los ing some or all of the community's forwara 
momentum? How doyou'answer all their questions and .c·oncerns 
without taking up meeting time? When is a person committed 
to the community? 

About three years ago .the "Providence of God" CLG::went 
through a very intense time of dis eerning exactly who we 
were as a community.' We needed to define for ourselves what 
we believed, what we asked of oqrselves, and what we were 
called to. The outcome of this was a written statement of 
our beliefs and a Mass of commitment where each. me·mbeT of 
the community ceremonially assented to the ideals. 

It was a beautiful, growing and strengthening experience 
for us, but it opened UP a new avenue. of problems. What· 
about new members? How do we get them to a point where they 
can make the same commitment we did? How do we help people 
grow from just attending a mee ~to wanting to make a 
commi tment to a community without cting the growth of 
the community? 

After much thought we devised an initiation process. 
New p~ople are usually told of the existence and purpose of 
the process by the community member who got them interested. 
After they have attended a few meetings and decide they wish 
to know more they ask to begin the process. They agree to 
come one hour early to nine 'meetings. Different members of 
the communitt take responsibility for-these sessions. This 
delegation of responsibility allows for more personal shar 
ing between the new person (or persons} and community me;mbers. 
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T'he topics for the sessions were chosE:)n by, fhe commu
ni ty' from what we perceived as important fora new person 
to understand about us and the CLCway of life, What we did 
is briefly outlined below. 

1. 	 Iritroduction: A more detaile'd explanation of why and how 
this process came about is given in this session. Its 
goal of giving reore data to help onediscerri if the com 
muni ty will meet, thei r needs is-discussed. A brief but':" 
line of the topics is given and the pe on's ,expectations 
are shared. 

2. 	What is CLC? A standard introduction of what CLC , 
Its history, the General Principles, etc. is presented. 

3. 	History of .THIS Community: Every community has a spe cial 
uniqueness. Much of what makes us who we are comes from, 
how we evolved from a co1lege CLC to an adult CLC. Dif 
ferent growth stages and other changes are shared. 

4. 	Bonds of Community : Here the importance and purpose of 
communi ty is discussed. Community expectations imd res
ponsibilities are shared as well as ~he plaCe ~hey hold 
to us and to the new person. 

S. 	 InterEersonal Re lationshi,es: The community isbuil!;t of 
many small primary communl ties such as married people, 
engaged people, and people living together. These'rela
tionships have an effect on the large community. Such 
things as conflict and dealing with personal problems 
are discussed in this session. 

6. 	S~irituality: As CLC people, our spirituality is Igna
tlan. The new person may need a better understanding of 
that as we1l as ,the spirituality of our own particular 
communi ty. The desire to grow and the importance of pray' 
ing together is shared. 

7. 	Apostolate: As a community we nave done apostolic works 
and have acted as a support community for each individual 
member I s apostolic ministry. The process of' communal 
growth to spiritual growth to apostolic thrusts is ex
plained and the new person(s) share their own desires 
and reflections. 

'8. 	Discernment : At this session the Ignatian process of 
oIscernment is discussed. Explanation is gi ven on how and 
why our community uses communal discernment to choose 

,\ its direction and to make major decisions. 
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9. 	Evaluation : Here the written be lie fs of the communi ty 
are shared. The new person evaluates theiT e'xperience 
with the process. The person responsible for this. session 
.shares personal and communal feelings about the new per 
son and together they work at discerning if the new per 
son wants to make a commitment to the community, wait to', 
exnerience and learn more, or wishes to leave the commu 
ni ty. When the decision is reached it is shared with the 
whole community. 

I f the new person decides to make a commitment to the 
group, a special prayer service (or Mass) of commi.tment 
is ,prepared to celebrate the decision and to strengthen 
all members' commitment. i 

The "Providence of God" CLC has used this process 
three times in the past and. has found it very good for both 
new and existing members. It is my desire to share what we 

. have done in the hope of providing some .ideas for other 
.communi ties who share the same dilemma. 

Sa.ndy SPLAINE 
(U.S.A.) 
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A COMMUNITY CALLED -«JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA" 

The~e i~ a v0~y otd tegend ~ha~ Jo~eph 06 
~hea, a~ ~he ~ime when ~he M~~~ di~eipte~ 
ou~ ~o ~p~ead ~he Good New~, 60und hi~ walj 
England, ~aking wi~h him ~he "G~aitn - ~he 
Ou~ Lo~d ~ed a~ ~he La~~ Suppe~. The G~ail ~ub 
~equen~ty di~appea~ed and ha~ neve~ oeen 
bu~ ~he que~~ 6o~ ~he G~ait ha~ beeome ~ymbotie 
06 the Ch~i~ ~ia~' ~ ea~e~ ~o bind ~he LMd 
Hi~ .U6e-giving P~e~ enee,Hi~Reat P~e~ enee in 
~hei~ .Uve~. 

w~ p~e~en~ he~e ~he ~x.pMien'ee 06, a g~oup 06 
6-i.ve ma~~.ted eoupte~ -i.n Chile (in ~hei~ ~hi~~ie~ 
wi~h ehild~en) who 6i~~~ eame ~oge~he~ in 1982' 
in~hei~ ~ymboli_e "que~~ 60~ ~he G~ail". In May 
1984,. ~hey deeided ~ha~ ~he CLC'~ we~e ~hei~walj 
06 t-i.6 e ~o eneoun~e~ ~he LMd in ~he£~ daily eon 
ee~n~. They have ptaeed ~hem~elve~ unde~ ~he pa 
~~onage 06 Jo~eph 06 A~,[ma~hea, 6o-'l.-'l.e.a~on~ whien 
~hey explain a~ ~hei~ ~~0~1j un60ld~. 

In order to become a member of the Federation of Chris 
tian Life Communities , ithasbeen necessary for us to choose 
a name for our community. We have decided to call it 

"JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA" 

We have chosen this name because we feel identified 
with Joseph. He is a secondary figure in the Gospel; about 
him there are certainly not going to be written many books 
or theses. 

One thing is sure, though; he was a disciple of Jesus, 
and he surely must have loved Him. But he did not belong to 
-the group of the "heroic" disciples like Peter, John or 
Paul. He was a._ dis ciple in secret, for fear of the Jews. An 
ordinary disciple, like us. 
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But 'from 'being mediocre Jo:;ephwas ,able to overcome his 
fear and took a step which must have surely been costly to 
him. He did not remain there. He was ready to take a risk to 
be faith ful to his vocation. He asked Pilate for the author 
is ation to remove the body, of Christ. And Pi late consented7 
Joseph. in overcoming his fear, re!?ponded to the call of the 
Lord. Even though there was- nothing spectacular orheroic in 
his action, he made ,progress and remained faithful to Him. 

It is not that we think we should be content only with 
the example of Joseph, nor that we find full consolation in 
his, life. Peter, Paul and others showed us a way ofrenun
ciationand heroism which we will never cease to revere. 
But, much as we admi re their vocation, we ,want. to start from 
the condition of the "Josephs" that we are. And we struggle 
not only to move out of our indi rence, but also to grow, 
from day to day, by taking small yet significant steps in 
following Christ and being thful to Him. 

It is true that we are not capable of taking a big leap 
in the dark, yet at the same time we cannot accept to let 
ourselves remain where we are and be limited by our own 
reali ty. We want to face this reality with love and joy. We 
want tm live it from the Father's viewpoint, from His love 
of life, the Father who respects the diversity of charisms 
and the big and small efforts each of His children makes in 
answering His call. 

Undoubtedly this is the way our communi ty has been dis 
covering, little by little, during these past years. It is 
a way which seems good to us and maybe for others, too. If 
you like. it is a real spi ri tuality for ordinary people. 
Like Joseph. Lik~ us. 

Some 10 or 15 years ago, almost all of us would have 
liked to be heroes. Perhaps to live with our families among 
the poor. £ertainly, to live in community, without "mine" or 
"yours". In poverty, in real community, with the poor and 
for the poor. 

As the years went by we began to discover that we could 
not put into practice what we believed to be our vocation. 
Then we felt frustrated. And we were paralysed. From a young 
hero we became a mediocre adult, frustrated, indi fferent. 
Every effort that we made seemed empty in comparison with 
the dream of the great mission we hoped to accomplish. 

In our community we began to discover that what we 
really lacked wa,s a more authentic spirit of poverty: to 
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recognise ~our limitations, objecti vely, to accept them hones! 
ly, with love and joy, to be 'de,tached from,our dreams of grea! 
ness and heroism.. We are looking for a ,different, way that 
will not constrict us, one which i~'possible and realistic 
for us, one ~hich will help us begin, and keep us going. 

The Father did not ask the Jews of ancient times to 
love their enemies. First He gave them the law of "an eye 
for an eye". It was only after they had grown spiritually 
that He gave them the law of love. 

For example, today no one of us is ab Ie to live enti re~ 
ly at the service of the poor. It is' simply notpossible for 
us to dedicate all our work to them. But we will never let 

. this fact immobilise us. We have sought to share with the'm, 
even though it is only a small portion of our income. Notall. 
Not even half. 'Just a small percentage. And we have learned 
to do this. We have also sought to share with them part of 
our time and o,ur persons, and we have aLready been able to 
take the initial steps. ' 

These are ver~ small signs of self-giving. But honest 
ly, they have been a source of great joy to us. We feel we 
could keep on going along this way, where we have reached a 
point -,'of no return, ,which demands from us ever, increasing 
commitment. Actually, we do not know up to what point the 
Lordwililead us. We sense, however,thatwehave discovered 
the beginning of our way. In all aspects of our life we want 
to forget the heroes that we are not and let grow the ordi 
nary persons..:thatwe are. We want to accept our limitations: 
face our sinfulne,ss and move ahead. With·j oy and hope. 

Maybe one day, with the help of others, we will become 
like Joseph of Arimathea and, overcoming' our fears, also 
dare to ask ,Pilate for the authorisation to remove Christ's 
body. Or maybe, and why not?, if the Lord wishes, we might 
be able to reach the degree of love and ;ffideli ty of the dis 
ciples closest to Him. 

Finally, we are full of enthusiasm for .the way of sp.!. 
ritual growth st. Ignatius offers us. We feel the same way 
about belonging to a federation of communi ties, from whose 
Iives and experience we hope to be nourished, and whose 
objective we aspire to serve. So be it! 



· EXTRACT FROM THE PRAYER 

,AND' FAREWELL MESSAGE OF PIERRE MARIE HOOG' 


Lord, I thank you for these seven years in the CLC at 
,;the service of the Church and people. Thank 'you for the 
trust given me, the affection shown to me, the friendships 
I found there. Thank you for the fai rness, the understanding; 
and the patience, too, with Which demands were made of me. 

Thank you, Lord,' for this opportunity, over a period 
of. seven years, of being invited· to deepen and orient more 
stringently my attachment to the Ignatian way, of having· 
thus received from lay people in the CLC a new confirmation 
of my, vocation as a Jesui t. 

- Anyway, thank you, Lord, for letting me witness during 
these years the growth of our Community in France: a growth 
in numbers, a growth in spiritual maturity, .almostmeasura 
ble, if !'mayd·are to say so, against the landmarks of,the 
three Congresses: Antony' 77, Stan 80, Chatenay 83, and PROVI 
DENeE 82. There has .been notable progress on three points: 
- The more and more e:Kplici t reflected··on and acknowledgedI 

adherence of the CLC to the spirituality received from the 
Ignatian tradition, through"the growing practice of the 
Spiritual' rcises. . 

- The consolidation of the apostolic identity of the CLC 
which has no other reason for its 'existence than to forge 
ins truments which are more and more united to God for 
mission. A.missionarycommunity, that is the vision, the 
voc;3.tion proper to the GLC which today is becoming more 
and more obvious to all. 

- The renewal of relations with the SocietyofJe~us, re~ 
activated both by us and by the Society. The new sens i ti 
vi ty to the CLC of Father Henri Madelin, which echoes the 
General Congregation, is one development for which I want 
to ~i ve thanks. 

There is obViously still a lot .to do on these three points .. , 
but the 'magis', progress, is wri ten .. in larp,e letters on 
the Ignatian banner. ' ' 

For that, thank you, Lord! 
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· Thank you for sending me to the CLC: those I met there 
gave me much, taugh tme a lot through the truth and the se 
riousness of their desire to serve you. I say this "enblocTi 

for ill of them. It should be said ~or each one whom I met 
in particular. 

The time has come for me to hand over. I have spent 
se'ven marvelously happy years labouring in a field -- the 
CLC and review "Vie Chretienne" -, where do say the least, 
I liked to push my own plough. The straI)ge thing is the way 
in which it is ending; _ 

'In 1977 I arrived at the CLCfitandwell. Thro~gh the 
will of an unforeseeable Providence ana the whim ofmy ver 
tebrae I am leaving it, probably half paralysed for life-;
in any case lame - I hardly dare to say, like Jacob! After 
seven years of bravery wi th a not very onerous burden, here 
I am invited on a new journe'y to the world of the handicap' 
ped. The novelty of this adventure is first of all in the 
daily discovery, through a thousand and one unavoidable de 
tails, that a handicap is handicapping! 

There is also a question: not so much the silly question 
'why'?, or 'why me?', but the question: "it is given to me, 
to do what?" I don't yet know the answer ... , and perhaps I 
won't know for a long time' I am still at the stage of as
tonishment and of discovering about it, not to mention the 
moments when I am terrified bywhat may be awai ting me iffithe 
year's to come. I just tell myself that I was too rich inmy 
riches and h'ampered by ,them, too well equipped, like David 
wi th S'aul' s he lmet and sword. Today the game of playing 
victors is over! Apart from accepting, every day, the condi 
tion of my body, it remains for me to learn to surre'nder my 
self just as much, but in a different way, on new fronts-;
without either arms or armo'ur. 

And to learn at once to praise, whatever happens to 
me. I thought I had made an inventory of my weaknesses . 
That, of course, was not true! The person who thinks 'that 
does not realise that he stops, at the same time,. counting 
the Lord's mercies. 

There are defini tely no other arms than faith and hope. 
What I am asked to learn, what I still have to learn, like 
Nathanael, is that one is only reborn completely naked, 
dressed only in the love of the Lord, of which you, the CLC, 
have been for me the outstanding messengers. .' 

Thank you again for everything. And pray for me. 

Pie~~e Ma~ie HOOG 6.j: 
(France)
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