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HOLY SPIRIT, CHURCH, MARY 


As it did at the beginning of the Constitution Lumen 
Gentium, the last. Council begins its study of the mission 
ary activi tyof . the Church in the Decree Ad Gentes by 
describing thewor.k of each of the three divine Persons. 
iNow, with regard:to the mis's ion of the Holy Spirit, which, 
we remember; "was. already at work before ,the glorification 
of the tron", the Council (no. 4) refers t9.. three events 

. mentioned in the New Testament, three beginnings": that of 
the Church, at Pentecost, that of the truly messianic acti~ 
i ty of Christ, at his. Baptism, and finally that of his very 
existence as man at his conception in the .womb of the Virgin; 
three beginnings in which the New Testament underlines the 
primordial role of the Holy Spiri t without forgetting to also 
make note of that of Mary, which is obvious at the time of 
Jesus' "conception, but noted discreetly by Luke at Pentecost 
and very clearly by St. John who explicitly links Christ's 
first miracle to a double intervention by Mary, "the begin 
ning of the signs which manifested his glory and stirred up 
the faith of the disciples" (John 2,1-5 and 11). 

1. Fel1tec.oJ..t. If Easter is "the solemnity of solemni
.ties ':, otherwise ca11eCl the greatest feast of the liturgical 
year, it is "with the day of Pentecost that the revelation 
of the paschal mystery is accomplished", as is noted in the 
prayer of the mass which ushers in the feast on the evening 
of the "vigil. In reality all the mysteries of Christ, 
from the Incarnation to the gift of his life on the Cross 
in a supreme actof love, the Resurrectioh and the Ascension, 
are directed towards this solemnity of the "fiftieth day" 
or "Pentecost", which, among the Jews, commemorated the 
Lord's covenant, the cen:tral .event of their history, exactly 
fifty days after the first Pa.~sover, and brought together 
at Jerusalem, on this occas ion, crowds from a number of 
countries (cf. Acts 2 ,5-11). The Lord chose precisely that 
day so that, in the presence of so many representatives of 
the Jewish world, the public and solemn pouring out of the 
Holy Spirit on the Apostles gathered around Mary, mother 
of Je.sus (Acts 1,13-14) should in some way officially cele 
brate the establishing of the New Covenant. 

On Sinai God had offered Israel the gift of the first 
covenant by proclaiming "from the heart of the fire" (Deut. 
5,4, etc the "Ten Words" or "Decalogue", undertaking to be 
"the 'God a Israel" (Ex .19,5) , making Is rae1 's cause his own, 
and at the same time teaching them how to behave in order to 
be "the people of God ", thus establishing a sacred bond of 
reciprocal £ideli ty which was symbolised by the b.Jood poured 
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out by Moses onto the two partners of the covenant (Ex. 24,6-8) . 

IVlth the NewCov~~ant, what the blood ofanimais c~uld 
only typify, the blood of God-made-man realises. , Just .as 
theprophets announced, God no longer contents hiniself with 
procbiming his law and wri.;ti,ngi t onthe two tab lets of the 
covenant, "he himself engraves it on the heart of each \one" 
(Jer, 31,33)" It will. no longer be simply a law which 'rules 
over the conduct of man from the exterior; becomes the 
very principle ,'pf his religious and moralactivi ty . Comment 
ingon the prophecy of Jeremiah, Ezechiel will say that Gad 
gives man ,"a new heart,a new spirit, his own spi t",(36, 
27) that is, wha't Ezechiel calls the a,cti ve presence, of Yah 
weh in ,the h~artof beings and the world. '- . '-

St ~ Thomas wri tes briefly ,with regard to' the text of 
Jeremiah quoted in Heb 8 ,8ff, "the New Covenant consists of 
the gift of the Holy ·Spirit" ,·and he explains that the, com 
mandment proclaimed at the Supper by Christ just after "inst1 
tuting the New ,Covenant in 'his 'blood ff (Lk 2'2,20) is called 
"new'" by him because' it "constitutes this New Covenant" (Com 
mentaryon John 13; 34). That is precisely why Christhaa 
,just. said to his apostles: "This is my body, this is my 
blood; take, eat,drink". ·I1'f other words: I give you my own 
person" my, own love, so that you may "love as I have loved 
you", that same love "for which he deigned to·be crucified" 
(S. Fulgence) a l1d which, becomes the principle of our re

'lig.+ous ,and moral life .as ~ood is" to, oui vegetative life. 

Now that is ,precisely what the account (of Pentecost)in 
the Acts tries to teach llsby means 0'£ two signs. The'first 
reestablishes theuni ty of language that existed before the 
Tower of Babel (Gen. lI,n, prefiguring theuniversaldi
mension of the mission of ,the' 'Church'. ,But to this first 
sign it adds another which is no less significant:· that of 
creaHng aniongs t all men, "in truth and love ~1, 11 unity ,which 
would bear "a certain resemblance to 'that of thedivine Per 
·sons" (Vatican Ii, G;S'i 24,'3). 

, Il1fact; a structural,analysis of 'Acts echo 2) shows 
that,. right ,from v.l, the 'whole account is directedtol\;ards, 
the description of the primitive commut;t,ity(vv.42-47) which 
then constitutes the conclusion of the -chapter (D .MingUez, 
Pentecostes, Pont. Bibl. Inst., 1976) . Likewise in chapter 
4,it is a' new descent, of the Holy Spirit (v.3l) which intra 
duces the second description: "The whole group ofbelievers 
was' united heart' and soul ahd they held everything in <;-om
man'" (v, 32-35) ,< Two descriptions that tradition has always 
considered the model of authentic christian Ii ; ~ntilthe 
end of the twelfth centuty i teven bore the beautiful name 
"apostolic life", the life that the apostles had lived and 
which they had 'taught to their disciples. 
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We understand that this beginning governs the whole of 
Acts, which is rightly called' "The Gospel of the Spirit". 
Of the 52 mentions ,of the Holy Spirit I will describb only 
two (see the number of references in no.4 of Ad Gentes) . 
The first is the formula towhich the Assembly ofJerusalem , 
the first Cbuncil, had recourse in promulgating its decree. 
It is the formula of Greek legislative assemblies : "We 
have decided", literally, 'it seemed good to us'. But what 
is extraordinary is that they wrote. "It has been decided 
by the Holy Spirit and by ourselves:" (Acts 15,28), as 
something obvious, which seemed so evident and natural. 
The other is the no less audacious formula attrihuted to 
St. Paul to describe his apostolic activi ty. Towards the 
end of his 3rd, missionary journey, he is en route towards 
Jerusalem, "not knowing what will happen to him, except 
that in town after town the Holy Spirit warns him that chains 
and ,tribulations awai t him". Now, ·before becoming the pri
soner of the Jews and then of the Romansj he declares that 
he is "enchained by the Spirit" (Acts 20,22), and the Acts 
reveal to what extent he has been enchained. It. is the 
Holy Spirit who decides on his first mission with Barnabas 
(Acts .13,2-4) and during the second obliges him to change 
his plans twice (16,6-7) and finally, as is at least suggest 
ed, leads him to Europe (vv.9-10). 

.2. The Bap.U.6m 06 ChtL-i..6.t. Already the Prologue of the 
fourth Gospel ,in presenting Christ, in opposition to Moses 
through whom the Law was given, as he from whom "grace and 
virtue come" (1,17), announced that he had as mission the 
substi tution of the New Covenant for the old. In fact; the 
Johannine account of the Baptism, which inaugurates his 
messianic activity, specifies that if he has come "to take 
away> the sin of the world", he will do it through the gift 
of the Spirit: "I did not know him", states John the Baptist, 
"but he .who sent me to .baptise with water had said to me: 
The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and rest (cf. 
Mt.3, 16; Mk.3 ,10; Lk.3, 22), is the one who is going to 
baptise with the Holy Spirit"(v~33). And Jesus himselfwill 
explain to his apostles, before leaving them, what this 
baptism means. "John baptised wi th water but you will be 
bapti'sed in the Holy Spiri t ,j (Acts 1,5). . 

The whole messianic activi ty of. Christ will consist in 
preparing this baptism. It is also the Holy Spirit himself 
who presides over this activity. Right from the first epi
sode •. that of the Temptation, the three gospels that report 
it underline that fact: "Immediately afterwards the Spirit 
drove him into the wilderness" (Mk. 1,12); "he was led in
to the desert by theSpiri t to be 'tempted by the devil "eMt 
4,1); "filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus was led into the 
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desert by the Sp,iri t, and tempted for 40 days by tlhe;devil" 
(Lk.' 4,1). And immediately afterwards., Luke notes that Jes,us 
inaugurates his preaching "under the. power of the Spirit" 
(4,14). We are in Galilee, in the synagogue at Nazareth. 
Opening the book of the prophet Isaiah which is presented 
to him, Jesus reads: "The Spirit of the Lord has been,.given 
to me, for he has annointed me. He has sent me to bring the 
good news, •.. ". Then he says : "Today this text is being 
fulfilled even as you listen" (vv. 17,21). 

But the role of the Holy Spirit is no't. limitel to 
presiding over themission of Christ. It is in communicating 
to men the very Spirit that he, recei ved at his Baptism that 
he will institute the New Covenant. Throughout his gospel 
St. John makes it a point to show this, right from the 
first miracle, owing to the intervention of Mary'(Jn. 2,3 
and 5), when "water intended for the· purification of the 
Jews" (v. 8), a type of the old economy, is changed into the 

'deliciouswineof the messianic wedding feast (cf.Is. 25,6). 
A few verses further on there will be the, mysterious al
lusion to the "sanctuary of his body" which "he w:l.ll raise 
in three days" (2,19-21), a clear image of the.messianic 
Temple announced by Ezechiel (ch. 40-48), from which will 
gush forth, as in Ez. 47,1-12, "a torrent of living waters" 
capable of healing those of the Dead Sea, a symbol of ste
rility. and of trans forming its banks into a luxuriant gar 
den that will serve to describe Paradise (Apoc. 22,1-2)-:
In, chapter 3, Jesus announces to Nicodemus the need for a 
"new birth in water and the Spirit" (3,5), then to the Sa
maritan woman he promises "the gift of living water" which 
will become in her "a spring welling up to eternal life" 
(4,10 and 14). Finally, in chapter 7, St. John,will expli
ci tly identify "the fountains of living waters that must 
flow from the heart of the Messiah" with the Spirlit whom 
Ghrist will" give aftet his glorificationO ,37-39), that is, 
when he "will give up the spirit" (19,30), according to the 
unusual formulation that John is the only one to use to mean 
that "the last breath of Christ is a prelude to the pouring 
out of the Spirit" (P .Mollat), symbolised again by the water 
,that pours from his side (v.34; • Zach. 12,10 and 13,1). 

3. The. Inc.aJr.nat:i..on. Much more significant still is the 
active role of the Holy Spirit in the Incarnation, a role 
described very clearly by St. Luke (1,26ff) • 

. The Virgin Mary asks the angel Gabriel, who tells her 
that she "will conceive and bear a son": "How will that be 
done?". Now the angel replies in language that is singularly 
evocative to a Jewish girl who has meditated on the Scrip
tures: "The Holy Spirit-will come upon you and the power of 
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the Most High will cover you with ,i ts shadow", as in former 
tillies"the luminous cloud over th~ Tent of 'Meeting", then 
"over' the Temple", a sign that "the glory of God filled the 
How~e" (Ex. 40,34f; 1 Kg. 8,lOf), better still "over the 
mercy seat of the Ark" ,in the Holyo£ Holies, where to mani
fest his forgiveness "God appeared in the cloud " (Lev .16,2) • 

The Virgin is, therefore to become the tabernacle of 
God, the unique place on earth where he will make himself 
present. The announced conception will be virginal because 
it will be truly .di vine. Likewise the angel concludes:' "That 
is' rea~)y why (according to the exact sense of the GreeK 
dioKa1 ',thechild who 'will beborn will be holy", much more 
tnan-Samson and Samuel or even John the Baptis't '(Lk. 1,lS); 
nhe will be called", no longer simply "Son of the Most High" 
in virtue of his messianic royalty (v. 32) , but "Sonbf God" 
in the sense that "no one knows who' tne S'on is' except the 
Father, and who the Father is except the Son" (Lk. 10,22; 
cf. 20,13; 22,70)~ '.' 

Now it is the ,mystery of this Filiation of Christ ~hich, 
in its turn, allows us.to catch a glimpse of ours. Certainly 
the christian is only son "by adoption", but an,adoption so 
different from that of Israel (Ex. 4,22; Rom. 9,4), since it 
consists in the fact, that "God has sent into our hearts the 
very Spirit of his Son, ,who cries: Abba'! (Gal. 4,6; Rom. 8, 
IS), the prayer totally unknown' to the .Jew and ·reserved to 
Christ alone (Mk. 14,36). The christian is.by a free gift, 
"by grace", filius, gratiae, ,as the Mozarab liturgy translates 
it (P. L. 8S, 322)., whatc:nristis "by nature". 

The. Fathers of the Church vie wi th each other in re
cailing'this: "Every man becomes a christian through that 
same grace which made that man (the human nature assumedby 
the Word) become , t from his origin, the Christ. The 
christian is linked to the sam~ Holy Spiri t of whom Christ 
was born",. CSt. Augustine. Breviary, Friday of the 28th 
week). "CruCified with Christ in his Passion, risen in his 
Resurrection, es tablisqed at the right hand Q.f the Father 
in his Ascension, they' a.re begotten (congeniti) wi th him'in 
his Nati ili ty" CSt. Leo the Great, Breviary, 3lst.December}" 
"Mary, 'mother of our God and Lord, is truly our mother. It 
is through her that we are born, not to this world, but to 
God. Bore our mother than the one w.ho brought us into the 
world according to the flesh" (Breviary for the feasts of 
the Holy Virgin). 

Sta.n,tf.,lCL6 Lyoytnet, S,]. 
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STATEMENT ON AFRICAN FOOD SiTUATION 
by Mr Edouard Saouma, nirector-General of FAa 
(At the Meeting of the UN in New York, 16 February 19t84) 

. In this mid-February, the wGrld has many subjects for 
alarm. I am glad that the African food crisis has been re
cognized as one of the most urgent, one of the most compe! 
ling. 

, 
The roots of the African food crisis 

Do not believe we are dealing with an isolated, natural 
disaster: a problem wi th a clearly' defined beginning., middle 
'and end. And do not believe that' drought, however severe, 
is the only cause of the crisis. The roots of the calamity 
that confronts· us lie much deeper. They are to be found in 
the desperate battles now being fought by African nations to 
build up effective modern states: battles against the pro
blems they have inherited,and against those whichhave been 
thrust upon them by the outside world. In this struggle, 
agriculture is not doing well. . 

The fundamental situation of agriculture in Africa is 
so serious that it must arouse the greatest anxiety, and 
call for the most urgent remed,ial action. AlL of us, Africans 
and non-Africans alike, must do what we tan to succoutthe 
victims of the present conflagration. But we must also break 
the time-fuse ,which may set off other and perhaps much 
greater .explosions of distress in years to come. 

C... ) 

DeVelopment of the crisis in 1983 
'_' f< , 

In January of last year, it was beginning to look as if 
there might be serious trouble ahead in :narts of Africa. 
C••• ) 'On February 2 last 'year, the Early Warning·System 
issued a Special Alert .on conditions in Southern Africa, 
where the Ii1'ain crop-growing season was running into· drought 
£or the Second consetutive year, and in some areas for the 
third year. 
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The following weeks confirmed our pessimistic ,ssess
ment of the likely crop outturn in Southern Africa. At the 
same time, there were warning signs elsewhere. in the con
tinent. The cassava belt had been hit by a major pest in

. festation. Livestock - the economic mainstay of Africa's 
large pastoral population - was going through a serious 
outbreak of the deadly virus disease known as rinderpesL 
Extensive bush fires along the West Afric,n coast indicated 
an extreme state of dryness. 

In April 1983, we set up an internal FAG/World Food 
Programme Task Force to assess the situation .in all the 
affected countries and to follow develonments. Based on the 
Task Force's findings, and onthe requests which had started 
tQ come· in from governments, I issued my first general 
appeal for international assistance on Hay 3. . . 

And then, in the period 
failed over much of the Sahel. 

June-September, the' rains 

( ... ) 

Summary of findings' 

( ... ) 

According to our current findings, 24 low-income coun 
tries in Africa have been seriously affected by one form or 
another of agricultural disaster. Many of them are having 
their second or even thi.rd bad year in a row, and have run 
down their last reserves at all levels: national, local and 
household. 

( ... ) 

The affected countries range geographically from Cape 
Verde in the West to Somalia in the East, from Ethiopia in 
the North to Lesotho in the South. Allowing for normal com 
mercial imnor,ts, we estimate their food aid needs for the 
1983/84 season at about 3.3 million tons. Pledges so far 
known to us amount to just over two million to.ns. There 
thus remains a gap of 1:3 million tons, which shbuld'"be 
filled by additional pledge~ of food aid. It is not real
istic to expect the countries concerned to make:additional 
imports on a commercial basis, in view of the disastrous 
state of their economies. 
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The danger-period is the so-called l'eaJ'i season, when 
last year's crop has been eaten and the new harvest is not 
yet in~ That period is now very close. for some of the. af
fected countries, while for othe'rs itw.ill occur only later 
in the year~. The delays required for the procurement, trans 
portation and distrib'ution of food aid normally amount to 
several monthS. There are thus two problems. The first is 
to expedite the delivery of the aid already committed, so 
that, it arrives in time. The second to cover the gap of 
1.3 million tons by further commitments of food aid, which 
should be combined with special measures to reduce the normal 
delays in the arrival of food aid at its destination. 

A pl~a fot more bilateral f~od aid 

The resources available to FAa, and' the World Food Pro 
:granmfeare far too modest to cope wi th the food aid needs 
of Africa. We have been committing emergency assistance 
generously to the' re$!1on, but must alsD take account of 'the 
needs of other areas. For instance, up to two thirds of the 
International Emergency Food Reserve administered by the 
World Food Programme is required fo]' refugee feeding, partly 
in Africa but mainly in Asia. The main burden of providing 
the extra food aid needed for Africa - without depriving 
other regions of the ass istance which they also require .
must therefore fall on the bilateral programmes. 

( ... ) 

And for assistance with logisticproblems' 

In the last few years, there have been many improvements 
in the infrastructure of A£ricahtountties. Their adminis
trative capacity has also been strengthened. Nevertheless, 

'most poorer nations still have 'great difficulty in coping 
wi th the demands ofaTarge-scale' emergency operation. Food 
has to be transported, often over large distances and on 
privately owned trucks; distribution has to be organised, 
and an accounting has to be rendered to the donors. The im 
plications for the government in financial and organizationaT 
terms can be' very great. Financial assistance. and technical 
support. are therefore also required in coping with these 
logistic problems. 
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Importance of 

I have spoken mainly of food aid. But in some areas by 
saving the liv~stock we can Save the people. Nomadic popu
lations depend on their herds both for their economic sur
vi val and in large part for their nutrition ..The provision 
of lives tock fee d should be looked at more sympa.thetically 
by aid programmes. For some countries it can be a measure of 
very high priority. 

Agricul turalrehabili ta:tion 

The documents we are making available outline the most 
immediate requirements, costed at about $100 million, for 
the rehabilitation of agriculture. Funds are sought parti 
cularly for seeds, pesticid~s, fertilizers, livestock vac~ 
cines and feed. Part of the total can be met from the bal
ance of the United Nations Emergency Operation Trust Fund. 
and FAO's Technical Cooperation Programme can also provide 
some help. Nevertheless,there still remain large uncovered 
requirementi. 

The outlook for' 1984 

The outlook for the next crop in Southern Afd ca is 
unfortunately again poor, although .the grain has not yet 
been harvested. The cyclone which put an end to the drought 
in Mozambique and Swaziland created more problems than it 
solved. The rains have been short again in Zimbabwe, and to 
some extent in other parts of the. area. It is most likely. 
therefo·re. that Southern Africa will again be in trouble. 

The growing season starts much later in the Sahel, and 
we can only hope .that 1984 will see a recovery. For many 
other stricken countries • also, it is still, far too. early 
to assess the chances of achieving normal production figures 
this year. 

At the start of my statement I tried to suggest some~ 
thing of the complexity of the African food . situation. 
Perhaps. I may briefly expand those initial remarks. I see 
the situation in terms of four superposed crises. 
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The technical crisis 

The technical crlS1S in agriculture derives from the 
difficult nature of farming in Africa. Compared with other 
regions, soils tend to be more ,fragile and easier 'to erode. 
Under population pressure, cultivation is expanding into 
areas of less reliable rainfall, and efforts to intensify 
tradi tional farming systems ate gradually running down soil 
quality. Irrigation covers a tiny part of the arable land, 
only about 2% altogether, 'and new proj ects tend to be far 
more costly than in other continents. Neither the "Green 
Revolution", technology of ,Asia nor the capital-intensive 
methods of Western agriculture have proved viable in the 
very different conditions prevailing in most of tropical 
Africa. ' 

The technical problems can be overcome, and will be 
overcome. In my statement to the Second Committee I sug
gested some of the steps that need to be taken. But this 
will not be achieved easily or quickly. 

The deVelopment crisis 

For on top of the technical difficulties of agriculture, 
comes the deveTonment crisis of Africa. In almost every 
sector~ African~couritries are encount~ring problems that 
affect other regions wi th lesser severity. Population growth 
is,the highest in the world, and seems to be still acceler 
atirig. Combined with rapid urbanization, this 'creates in=
tolerable strains for farming systems which are still mostly 
in a traditional pattern. Fuelwood becomes evermore scarce, 
forcing the seeker to undertake continuously longer, unpro 
ductive journeys. And still the desert marches inexorably 
south. 

If agriculture is to flourish, it needs a supportive 
policy framework. Many African countries clearly have not 
yet found a satisfactory trade-off between the requirements 
of their farmers and a natural desire to develop other 
sectors more typical of a modern economy. Few nations can 
claim to have found a development model which permits agri 
cuI ture to perfor,m 's atis factorily, and which points the way 
towards the construction ofaviable, 'economically independ
ent, modern state. 

- 11 



identify are, 
refer to the economic 

a resul tof the 
give an idea of the gravity 

Africa could purchase from ,its 

The economic crisis 

The third layer of problems wh'ich 1 can 
I hope, not going to last too long... I 
crisis which many African nations face as 
global recession. One figure can 
of this crisis. In .1982, 
agricul tureexports only one half of the volume of'manufac 
tured goods and petroleum products that it could have bought 
in 1978. Howcanacountry thathas,in effect, lost a large 
part of its income continue to increase its food imports 
so as to feed an ever-growing population, while .at the same 
time. investing in the build-up of its own agricultural 
capacity? 

The political crisis 

Finq.lly, and perhaps most serious of all, I must' refer 
to the political crisis which is a major feature of contem 
porary Africa. Amon?" the countries most severely affected by 
current food shortages, five - Angola, Chad, Ethiopia, 
Mo~ambique and Somalia - have been at least partially dis
rupted by military operations, refugees or major problems 
of insecurity. Tensions emanating. from South Africa have 
had a serious impact in all the front~line States. Apart 
from these externally generated .problems, many countries 
have not yet resolved their internal difficul ties. Stability 
and order are among the important requirements for agrieul 
t'ural development, and indeed for development in gene:r:al.

So. you may ask,. what' is the message that I wish to 
leave behind1 It is this. 

The message 

The food crisis of 1983-84 i's nO,t over. In Southern 
Africa it is already clear that there will be another poor 
year. There are certainly going to be new requirements, .even 
though they cannot yet be estimated. With a shortfall of 
1.3 million tons o£ food aid an current needs, I trust the 
donors will start. urgently the processes required for new 
food aid allocations. as well as speeding up the deli very 
of emergency aid which is already in the pipeline. 

(Cont. on p. 21) 
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With,th'is~ssue I wo~td 'like to begin a reflectio, 
nu~berlLof tJie. Gel1eral Principles as a start.1,ng point 
a reconsideration' of the .elements ,which. formourb,e , ,',' 
a, "ian life community', Theseeleme,nt?arethe same 
a community of young people as they are fOTac,Ql1).mU;nl ' 
adults, Indeed,themOre ~theyaTe appropriat~dinther 
years ofspiri tnal. and apostolic forma,tion, the easiet:, 
win he tolive 'them, as an adult communHy:, ~. 

, , 

Infuture.contribqtions Ihope, to examine such el"'..,,.. .....,'" 
"'~,as ;these in .detail,ari\i ,'asalways, every contributi 
il1t.~rvention t,owards this ~nd 'will be welcome,d a:pd 

Wha.t I wo~ldlike to underline 

l1).ination is, t~einter;rel.anonbE1qyeen: 

article,II (ie ..,the. part' in, which the 

"col1ti:ilual spi'ritual,apostolic ,and human 

ed) and the second., ,in which the need for 

lifes'irle and apos tbliccommi tmertt are' 

quite ,apparent· from the~e lines ,that ,s 


,formatio'n at tJiehuman ahd' spil'itual 

that i!?' an end :initself, but Qc~u;rs and 


,lation to- a world that challenges a,nd a 

t·ions. , 


if it were. not 'so.,fo'rmatio:il would 
lTIellningless an4growthwo\Ii'd Jlotbe'based 

, ' ~no :cbniact wi thwvatchal'l;enges 'us and stops us 
'ing iha.ctive~ , , , 

,e' A formation: unconnected with commitment, iin>the 

wo,ti1:d be pur,espi.rituaU:~m, . just asanapcistolat:e tlia 

Ilqt:."Q:r1tinuallyfilter<its reas'ons and its'histolCybefore. 

,wl,lo;is Lord of our ev'eryd.~y life, ,wolHd beaquit.e 5 

activis.m~, "" . ' 

',_ '''Spiritualism and. activi,sm ,are :teinptatibnswhich 

ea~yt,o~_uccul!lb •.tb ,.Hn~ :t;h~, possibirity.ofreachi'nr..,ll' 

aricebecomes 'very iinpo.tt~1'll, IWQuld saY,fundaITlental, 


,- - "'.Y c ,', -" .: -•• -. ,- -. -.- - \ - • '. 
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" .On aperspnal .note,. in those , momerits lnwhich my' 
in .this value is shaken by the blojv's of what I have expe 
ed>and been wQu.n,ded by,c the memory of what has been fr 
in/"what .1. have lived and enjoyed has,bee'n, and is. stll: • 

ein the. face .0'£ disappointme'n.t and defeat. 

il1.emoryof this gift wh'ich, I have savol!redis 
a. sign of hope' :andbecomes".in,prayer,arequ~~ 

, IN tHE MINES OF THE SOUTH : 
RegiOnaIMee,tiIl,g. of Pre~CLC . 
Quecliisla· (Bolivia),.'22-25.th November.' 

Antecedents 

The "Ayaras "group' (in the aymaralanguage, nFiee' ..~~_.~_Y 
started oJ? the eq.ge(onemigh t say) ,0:f. chris . .•. . 
:memb~rs or thisgroupbegall totaketh.ei r chi' 
dously as a resultcifthewitne:ss of Fr. L s 
They cameinto>contactwiththe Je~ui tFathers,'a,nd. 
the First,Weeko£. the Spi:ritualExerc;ises. '.' ' 

• From~tha tmomehtChris"t' WaS at tliecelltreco:fthe 
'of these two youllg:peoplewhd inspiredachristi~n 'c . 
men.t amon'g the member's oft}1.eirgrouJ( and 'launched,. 
,group~ o{xoungpeopleJ.:iithe tweIvere~ions that .make 
the mining corriplexofQ~echis 

'Lastyear~aftllit Qfthework of the' "Ayara;s"wasc 
setting up of two new .. groups", onetak~ngthe.name" '.lNew 

. in the,' region of Tat'asi ,and theot~er .. "C]'yof a." 
Ouechislai tselL Almos t.all the members of these two 
hav~alsoexper\\:mced. the Exerdses. ,. 

th re'e groups 
The£irst 
198}: TlIa. 

examlnlng in detail 
meeting was 
e are'goingto 



th~'Te are yo,ung 
c1l.'f:*st Lmityi,n 

<,.:.;.co.:c..;;,i"--'-.:,c-.~~;.,:-:;..;;:.,":".,was,ta;kenupw.ith the>p;'eseI1;tatio"n<
"", e i.ecentlyfo:dned T~lCll!layu' group, 

, ,',.' ',' ,thecourse ~of g:roupdyriamics; tha:J:.~ 
'the nam~JUSEX wasborri. 'The6p€m~ngEucharist 

'of~h:r:istthe L~beratoT~ ", T:he day: ended with 
of th~;life of Luis: Esplnai by the'r;~gionalspiT ' 
tant,';Fr'. ,Jorge ,Cent,elres, one, of ,'the martyr'S: 
during ,his stud;ies in,the ScicietY.,' 

. " ." o'c • - _ ,,~ ',:• 

',',' . . 

fk ~a5:'doheingn)ups, eitherfroJ!l;:]th~same re
d~Th~ri' in. gener'al assembly we;discussed' ;tlie ,,'_ 

em of "ellcbgroup. ' .. ,', 

thirigwa:s;c~nt:ted/on two co~pleme~tarythemes:' 
liberati6n'()fwoIl1(in. ,We vigoTouslYi:ej'ectt:l;litWe.,_ 
"as ,Ci:sexual, obJeCt; ,werecognis ed;.,thai..:'it'.is,·' 

,f"iT'",'m'<i'n' who'ca;nptlt: into' :pr,actice'what 'IV is':t.() be ",;a 
weoCl<:,cepted 'the, tacttnat':" ••proy;i<leH/it " 

"",,,,p',n'," '0 ,.'d,~,';;ihe?~~9'~~}~~;i~ER#ii~i;!sltat,~~~~Ot~~R,~?;:tt~' ' 
Slons wh:lch," at present ,are reserved,:to men. 

_.\"")1 

Very, :arilma tedan.ct;'remar¥'ci:glefor 
-",,"C,-',oc but ithere ,wasl'.ittl~':"Lt;htetvent 

',"'n;, ",.,,;.. .. }CffJ~:f~iJ~~;~~'~~Siff?r~~ . 
the ,crtheI< , " 



couldiee great.. . .... . ..... 
fwo'groups. In the <i:ssembly thegLrls lnter 

. than thgy had in the morning . . 

',. That afternoon there was the 'funeralo£ a young',>-c ....,.,.'. 

,,0.19, a country girl who had li'ired nearthemin:ing . 
ment. She had died giving birth to her first baby, wh 

o died. Her. fiance no longerwanted,:to.,k,now any 

about her.. Sh~ehad died all alone ina,hut. 


Thisfac-twas present,t;;ld to the assembly 
r~questofon_e of the Aya;ras , we attendedtrre.funer(i· 
a ·gesture~>.o£ solidarity with oppressed _and disr:eg 
women in 'Our society. At ':the,cementery we reap: a p 
which was .a reflection on the dignity of woman~:It hao.b 
wri tied by an Ay.,ara.· .. 

The Eucharist. w;ascentrect' on the Blessed 

faithfuI:from il;r~campat Quechisla were very lmpres 

~ep s.o many young people.singing"praying a'ndcoml)iuni 

with so much faith.' 


. In the ev~riing We, put ' on 

tion qf the r.ela tions between 

.camps . 


. ThurSday 2.4th.wede~ii: 

and Cfiristiani ty", .. asUbj ect 


. and· prayers . of Luis Espinai . 


The .. manyintervetitions made us ,have two me 

the asse)l1bly, ,<me before .lunch andtl1eoth~:r: in 

noon. Thesubjec'LwasdiscJJs.sed inIi ttle' groups 

of eachgnnipchimging each time' jnorderto 

cl~ser relationships. 


. . 

. ' The problem of the serious crisis' through which 

is now passing i1!ipos .aserious responsibili tyon chds 

We recognisedth.e fact that traditional reiig:ion;is 


, be .lookeddown en, that religious feasts in honour . 
. patron saints bfthe'placeare occasions fOIl 

°christianity. ,But that, is. not' enough \lnless 
acttonsthrbugh'whicb' one become~ involved 





f61.Ft···· 

gI'QuP' gaye':its:op1,ni' on ,a huuqred()Ts()"gi 


points. Everyb'Ody 'agreed that communicationhe;tween 

and'..delegation,s' was realised 100%. Participation 

Eutharist was eValuated at 90% . as . too.werethe cone 

fru.lts of th.egroups .•and assemblie~. 'Part~tipation 

groups· and assemblies was' evaluated at 75%. as wel;'e 

and recepti()n.~ . 


To the question: . "What did you like most?", the ans 
:were the £0116wing:;')1'for 'the Eucharist , iOfortheuni 
thiitreign~doveT all, 4 for thesupjects dealt wi th ,3, 
friendship ,3-,forthe music andthe".hymns •.3 for. the s~c 
dramas; the others. specifi'~d nO,thing, saying ,.that they" 

'li1<:eOeverything. 

The, place chosen for , the s.econd meeting' in .1984: 
Telamayu, which is" geo,graphically a t .the~entre pf 

-regionso:t.theMines' of the South. " " ... 
. _ .\ .' e . _. . ,: 

The regiollalsp'iritual Assis,tartt undertook'to 

to' .look after thegrotlPs: a,nd .to give 'certain 

the' chance of exp'eriencing. the E2Cercises. " , 


. ( 



Ie. t d{':l1rcfmbee' 
ework 
alJout.:i.b 

Se~f'n~r £orpraJiuin'p: theyollth"p~storal 
we';h,old every year for 4monfhs, .some peo:':' 
'wi'th't:h~ GLC. movemeht in'Lati~America 'and. 

cailletop~rt3:cipate::',The'HouseofY:pl,tthprpposecia' 
ol'peciagogy.tofne as's is tal]. ts ,thafi$jyery . much .-~jl 

"UI,'c1i'·l1I ny 'with Tgpatian~dis-cernritentan<;lreinforces "il sp~ 
. and',evangelidd:orie.n:tation . the ,'5 emil'l1ixalso., pr.o.., 

from th~lr.y'ery,valuable contrLbtitions~ , 

ii~dby FORPYLin, Chile., weate'a:rrangh~g'a' "Caj fto" 
,.", ...." ' . fourth year;These iuiU alspermi t usto'~dis tillguish ' 

" ' '(COurs.efor Assistimts),from theCajito(Cours'e 
rsJ,ItisaprograIhfuewhichodents.youngpeop~e 
CL~CfoIimati:c:>n; depending' 011 thepastp:r:a1v6c,atid'n.

eydiscover ,,' .. ' . , ',' 

rs tyeat'I~.·~oreor i'e n t e citowards th.~;~readon aVA'·' . 
dation;pf .groupsiJ.l'Bfl,gota and,i ts 's,i),lrroul}diiigs(., 

,sess :l.onsaremore .tenf,redon thePERSON.,and·hb/her 
,,' i6n$hip'wif.n-hiJll.{herseii Cself knowledge) "w.itJ: :th~~' 

,.' 'and with., theenvironmen,t. ,'::/ ... <: .... 
yeai"'Ans~st~:~breonthe ,. GROtIP:,asi(pl~~.~ 
icandsoc:~a'lac:.t ivities., Firs t·'of'all;~'t:Jiilel 

, , tgr.ollp d}'Jiamics,;,analys is. of reality, an4'~of\,~S 

i<?i7t~,,;.a:···r.j~iil!i!fit~l~i~~r4i~!~i}lf~i~ti::!~i 



. (Cont. from p. 12) 

Agricul tural rehabilitation should be a major priori ty 
for African governments and for aid programmes aver the next 
three years at least. The precise needs will vary widely 
from one country to another, and will have to be clearly 
assessed. 

Development programmes' should concentrate, re.sources 
still further on Africa, and within Africa on agricultural 
development, - short, medium. and longer term. 

, Those Afri'can government:; that have not already done 
so must realize that international aid h no substitute for 
realistic policies favouring agripllfural development. Ai~ 
will tend to flow to those who are most sincerely trying to 
help themselves. Analysis and planning are a prelude to 
decisions, not a means' of avoiding them, however painful 
they may be. The preparation ofa strategy is an exercise 
on paper; what matters is its implementation. 

,Finally, I'wish to express my confidence in the abili ty 
af African farmers, like cultivators the world over, to do 
the sens ible thing and doi t well. Give them the right 
technology, give them the incentives, help them too acquire 
new skills, build up .the institutional and physical infra
structure of agriculture,· and the farmers will do the job. 
Africa has the land, it has the people. The only thing 'it 
does not have is tim~. . 
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INVOLVED ON THE HUNGER FRONT 

"Caritas Internationalis is a confederation of catho 
lic charitable and social action organisations whicn 
generally have an episcopal mandate to ensure thecoor 
dination and animation of ecclesial initiatives in the 
areas of the promotion of human welfare, development 
and urgent relief"; As they are involved in the front 
line .in giving aid to populations stricken by famine 
we wanted to get the opinion and the feelings of some 
one who ,works in this field. Wemet, LorettaPeschi, who 
is one of the Caritas lnternationalis workers and who 
kindly agreed to reply to our questions. 

A dJtought 06 un.pJte.ee.de.n.te.d ma.gn.J..tude. .6 e.e.m.6 to be. Jte.a.eh 
i..n.g n.e.w a.Jte.a..6. How do you .6 e.e. the. ..6i..tua.tio It? 

The, reply to your ques ti.on has two aspects. On the one 
hand, we must acknowledge the fact that the situation has 
got worse. The area of the affected zones is clearly get
ting bigger. And that is the case not only in Africa, but 
also in other parts of the world, notably in Brasil, which 
has seen some dramatic months. This deterioration springs 
from the recent climatic disturbances, but it is also a re 
suI t of human neglect. Often the bad use of land has rein-=
forced the phenomenon and increased the number of people,who 
are hungry. 

That being said, we need to point out some areas whe-:e 
things are improving. We know that the people who live ln 
the affected :regions ar.e coming to understand more and more 
that it is pO'ssible to fight against the drought, that'they 
need to be organised. The fatalistic attitude is diminish
ing and giving way to a new frame of mind. They are begin
ning to fight. If it is to prevail everywhere, this evolu
tion will need a lot of time and must give rise to communi 
ty efforts. A communitarian will shows the great str.engtn 
of the southern continents and supports individual efforts. 
We are happy to see that the sense of community is prevail
ing over individualism. 
22 
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How do e.6 C.aJt-i.ta.6 rnteJtnat-i.o nal-i..6 '-i.nteJt v en e -i.n th-i..6 
.6-i.tuat-i.orl wh-i.eh .ha.6 la.6ted yeaJt.6 and ~he end 06 wh-i.eh 
-i..6 not -i.n .6-i.ght? How do you .6ee the 6-!.ght agti-i.Mt 
dJtough~ and -i.t.6 eon.6equenee.6? 
, 

The work of Caritas Internationalis is grafted on to 
the ability people have to work in community. It centers on 
two principles: 

- promoting and supporting what can be realised by the local 
communities. Our effort ,is aimed at the communities. 

- seeing that the whole operation is human and conimunitarian.\ 
The projects that we support must be planned and ed 
by the local communities. 

These proj ects have two aspects. On the one hand, it 
is a, matter of finding the necessary funds ;on th.e other, 
they must be part of a plan for integral development. 

The financing of the proj ects is assured by the col
lections which the national Caritas make. This is the main 
factor which makes the christians of the industrialised 
countries sen.sitive to fhe real situations and invite them 
to come to the aid of the afflic1!edpopulations. In the same 
way, the Churches of the countries indi fficul ties succeed 
in finding a way of ,participating financially in the proj
ects by sharing done within their own community. 

But we do not think that food aid or 'sector' projects 
are enough. Our effort is aimed at the realisation of pro
grammeswhich respond ,at .the local community level, to needs 
in the areas of food, education, health and production. The 
experienc!a is there to show us that modest but well planned 
projects have been able to make local communities self
sufficient within a period of 5 to 6 years. Let us take an 
example: digging a well in the right place anq to the right 
depth has,often been ,the starting point for a more general 
development.' A community 'that finds water, that learns to 
use it, to raise cattle, to plant and cuI tivate seeds, is a 
community that i.s- capable of developing. 

Passing from principles to realisations, there are two 
important initiatives that Caritas Internationalis has just 
taken in recent weeks. Two meetings for planning wi th regard 
to the drought have just been held, one at Dakar (for the 
French,...speaking countries) and the other at Nairobi (for the 
English-speaking countries); in which representatives of 
various nationalCaritas from the industrial countries also 
took part. These meetings had the aim of evaluating' the si 
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tuation coun'try by country, recogn1s1ng ,the priority needs 
and planning action for the coming months . One organisation 
cannot respond to all the needs, but its various ini tiatives 
are many signs that call to action: and 'can be TI1Ul tiplied. 
Cari tas regards as a prior.i ty the bringing of aid to the 
poorest of the poor. 

The second initiative has an ecumenical character. It 
has become clear that efforts must be united in order to face 
a situation so dramatically widespread. The representatives 
of the different Churches therefore came together and, at a 
press conference, they launched an appeal to theinternational 
community. Their aim is to coordinate efforts by sen:si tising 

, public opinion and governmental authorities. They hope to be 
able to collect 100 million dollars to support the urgent 
proj ects worked out by the' .local Churches. We are"! well 
aware of our limits and we know that our work cannot succeed 
if polf tical behaviour and mechanisms do not change. 

Be~~de~ ~ha~~ng and ~uppa~~ ba~ .develapmen~ p~ajec~, 
wha~, ~n ljauJt op~n~an, dae~ ..ch~~~~~·an ~ol~daJt~~1j w~~h 
~he v~c~~m~ ~mpllj?' . 

In the first place, it is necessary to choose a dif
ferent style of life, 3. style of life that is not d,ominated 
by the environmental consumption. That is difficult, but 
it is a change that can be made. North-south relations must 
be governed by this change in attitude. Many products 
such as peanuts, cotton, ..• .:. are consumed or exploited by 
the northern countries.. We need to reflect upon our consumE 
tion and to arrive ata mo.re just attitude. 

Another aspect of our solidarity has a more cuI tural 
character. Nothing is done and nothing is decided without 
reciprocal knowledge. In order to love.it is necessary to 
know. In. order to arrive at a solidarity that is real, it 
is necess ary to dis cover the values of the other, to' accept 
what he can teach us. Opening our spiri t. and our understand 
ing to men, women and children who are suffering from hunger 
is the surest way to get to know how to open our hearts to 
them. 
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ACTIVB NON-VIOLBNCB AND THE CLC 

•ASfonishin~' figures ... 

500,000,000,000 dollar~ ar~ squandered on arms every 
year, this means that there are 20,000 kgs.of explosives for 
each person in the world, but there are not 300 kgs. of 
bread or rice per year for every inhabitant of our world! 

All that in the name of security! For the defence of 
man - certain men! - man is exploi ted and 'des troyed, soon 
all men! Selfishness and hatred embrace in order to kill. 
In short, evil reigns and is 'manifested by oppression, 
exploi tat ion , injus tice; lies, murderous violem:::e, di vis ion, 
pride, war, etc., and also by cowardice, fear, culpable 
silence. The results: the exploited and those who exploit 
men who commit injustice orare accomplices init andothers 
who are, its vict;Lms •.. 

A third way 

Faced 'by these two groups, a small number of people 
rise up. They are those who, do not accept evil" those who 
reject injustice and refuse to submit to it, those whom Jean 
Goss calls the "wi tn'esses" : Jesus, Gandhi, Martin Luther 
King and others, \martyrs like them, who gave their lives for 
justice, choosing to be killed rather than be lacking in 
respect for the life of another. 

These martyrs have opted for the good: truth, justice, 
love, and they strongly and courageously oppose lies, in
justice, hatred. They denounce error. They struggle actively , 
but without violence, against all forms of evil, and live 
to the. full their love of life and of all men, including their 
enemies. They use every means to promote justice, freedom, 
peace. They speak the truth wi th respect, they denounce abuses 
and refuse to participate in them or to be.. accomplices in 
them. They do not respond with violence,but attack the 
consciences of violent people wi th the whole force of their 
personality, their commitment and their witness. 

Active non-violence 

Active non-violence can be practised by one man alone 
when he is confronted by another man who is violent towards 
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him. In the presence of his -aggressor, the non-violent person 
is calm, takes blows without giving them, suffers, endures 
firmly andcoura'geously, without anger, and thus disconcerts 
his adversary, who ends up being astonished, questions him 
self, anp. perhaps is even converted." ',",

i 

Active'non-violence can also be indulged in by imp'ortant 
groups, who by means of various forms of contact, like visits, 
letters. leafl-ets. posters, press statements, mass demonstra 
tions, etc., can make truth triumph, Change mentalities7 
and make certain rights respected. 

Another'form of-active ~ollective ncin-violence is the 
mass refusal to cooperate in injustice, for example, bj boy 
cotting certain products orcertain ·media, sending back one's 
membership card 'of an institution that offends against the 
rights of others, withdrawing money from a bank that finances 
wars, etc. 

The most powerful form of active non-violence is civil 
disobedience to unjust laws. It supposes discipline, mode
ration, respect, truth, patience, endurance, the acceptance 
of sanctions with joy and without hatred. 

Active non-Violence' differs from violence and from 
passive non-violence essentially in that it is moved by pure 
love" love that wants the' conversion of the sinner and not 
his destruction, love, therefore, that dOE?s' not attack the 
goods of the adversary, his honour or his person, but promotes 
reconciliation by means of the ever new ways of love. without 
ever accepting lies, theft tir murderous violence. 

IVha t are the resul ts of active non-violence? They are 
always posi ti ve because, even if certain' concrete goals are 
not reached, others. the mos t important, are always attained: 
an' increase in love of enemies. the awakening of consciences. 
a growth in sensi tivi ty towards injustices, the reinforcement 
of fraternity in adversity, the witness of truth, the example 
of the struggle against evil, etc. 

Acti~e evangelical non-viblence 

The active non-violence of the christian has a very 
special quality and strength. For the disciple of Jesus. 
love of neighbour, in partLcular love of enemies" is pene
trated by God's own love: it is God, Truth, Justice Love 
who loves in ,us wi th all his strength and invincible 

26 



It engages us totally for ,the good, helps us to recognise 
the truth everywhere '- first in ourselves -, makes us take 
the side of justic~, and incites us to' work for a better 
world. To' do this we may even give our 'Iives like Jesus, 
who 'obeyed God rather than· men and died out of faithfulness 
to the Truth. 'after having passed 'through this wo'rlddoing 
good. (*) 

Active non-vio.1ence and the CLC 

The common points between the programme 'ot' active non
violence and the General Principles which m~st animate the 
life of the world-wide Christian Life Community are obvious: 
in both cases it is a question of 'working for progress and 
peace, justice and charity, freedom and th,e 'dignity of all 
men (G.P. 2), a ques tion of working to reform thestructures 
of society by taking part in efforts to free those who are 
,victims of any kind of discrimination (G.P.?). 

A basic agreement therefore exists theoreticallyand one 
cannot insist too much on this,. That does not mean that ,there 
is identity pure and. simple: the atti tudes extolled by active 
non-violence will notalway:s coinCide with th9se which inspire 
our General Principles. Why? Because the latter reflect 
Ignatian spiri tuali ty ,foresee the use of d.iscernment CG~P. 7. 
11) •. 

A particular case 

Even if the CLC and active non-violt1ncewere to agree 
on innumerable kinds'ofactions against 'evil, there is one 
instance in which there would probably be a divergence of 
views; bec;mse'the ways of seeing the problem are different: 
radica11y prophetic and,·it seems,' without discernment ,on 
the part of the supporters of active non-violence; nuanced 
and traditional on the part of the members of theCLC : it 
is ·the·case of legitimate armed defence. 

Must we keep simply and heroically to the letter of 
,the prohibition against killing? Must we accept the sight 

(*) 	Most of the points made here are taken from the writings 
of Jean Goss, the apostle of acti v'e evangelical non
violence. 
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of the disappearance of entire nations wi thout offering' 
violent resistance to the deadly means directed against 
them? Must the head of a family renounce defending himself 
wi th a gun against a bandit who has neither faith nor law 
or against a furious madman, and allow his wife and children 
to become widow and orphans for no reason? T(I} these.questions 
acti ve non-violence seems to reply : "Let us keep to the 
teaching of Jesus o;n this, understood in the strict sense ~" 
Catholic moralists and pastors, on the other hand, faithful 
to the tradition of their schools and their Church, give a 
different interpretation of the thought of Christ, of which 
they feel they are trustees. 

On this p'oint there will normally be, therefore, a 
divergence of views , itbeingpossible, thanks to discernment, 
to opt for a more radical attitude in accordance with the 
lights received, or, on the contrary, a more traditional 
one in conformity wi th the nuances require.d'by the concrete 
situations. 

Conclusion 

Whatever about this particular case of legitimate de
fence, we hope that an ever growing number of members of the 
World-wide Christian Li fe Community will be inspired by the 
radicalism of active non-violent people to live more effi
caciously their commitment to work for the renewal of the 
i;nstitutions of society (G.P.II) and to serve humanity with 
ever greater generosity (G.P.I). 

Let us hope, therefore, that the dialogue, ~theesteem 
and the mutual support between sympathisers of active non
violence and the CLC will .grow from day to day for a better 
service of their brothers, the people for whom Jesus, the 
fai thful Wi tness. 
killed! . 

sought to give his life, He who never 

cha~te~ Hatte~. S.]. 
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CLC FORMATION COURSE AT MONZE, ZAMBIA 
(28 December 1983 to 11 January 1984) 

Guide.sand national leaders from the three countries 
of Southern Africa, namely Botswana, Zambia and Zimbabwe, 
came together on December 28 to attend a Formation Course. 
There we,re 29 participants . 

Venue of the Course 

The venue of the Course was. ideal, though the ';'isi ting 
countries had to travel long distances. From Zimbabwe ,we 
had almost aday's journeY,while those from Botswana started. 
the day b.efore. The place was rather quiet though there are 
villagers around. Generally, the experience ~e had was one 
of people living in a village and showed how community life 
can be. . 

December 28 and 29 

These two days werevery·imp6rtant. Being a group made 
up of young people and adults, experienced an,d inexperienced 
members in guiding groups, we needed a very deep and thorough 
introduction to the whole .course. On December 28 we started 
in the evening by introducing ourselves and giving our ex
pectations of the course. We were introduced to the timetable 
and the outline of the Course which was going to he done in 
two main parts, namely: the Retreat and the Course as such. 

December 29 

We started in the morning with a s ess ion on prayer and 
some exercises on posture for prayer. This set up the tone 
of the whole prayerful atmosphere for the retreat . After 
morning tea we went into our groups to share and pray. We 
continued with the exercises in the afternoon and .in the 
evening we met our retreat guides. So the Retreat, accord
ing to St. Ignatius' Exercises, started. I felt the Spirit 
working. From that time on everyone was silent and very 
fai thful to .his/her hours of prayer. 
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RETREAT EXPERIENCE 

As I have said, this was a period of real silence. 
For me it was a great experienc~ of how much God loves ~e. 
His love for me is not measured by my deeds or what good 
I do' for Him, but that He loves me as His child. He sees 
my needs and gives to me regardless of my state of life. 
He is a forgiving God. Yet, in His forgiveness He does not 
demand a list of conditions but only that I accept His love 
and realise that I cannot do anything lvi thout Him. This leads 
us to accept ourself and our weakness before Him" and to 
surrender ourself to Him. The best way to do this, I discov 
ered, was through prayer. Prayer became a" means of communI 
cation with God; it brought me into dialogue with Him. To 
achieve this I had to listen and talk to God. This I exp~
rienced by reading the passages from the Bible which my guide 
advised me to read and meditate on, and to end time pray 
ing. I feel this time is needed since all 0 us live imthe 
business world where we have very little time to" pray or 
think about our relationship with our Lord. After the re
tr~at everyone came out with great joy, a joy due to the 
many g'nices received during this time . 

"THE FORMATION COURSE: January 6-10, 1984 

As the Course was designed fot guides, we sp~nt ti~e 
finding out what a guide is. We looked at the role of the 
guide in the group. These days were not easy going. We had 
open sessions and group ,work. Tre group work was sometimes 
tough and needed a lot of time. The guiding team worked 
jus t as hard. They guided us through all the stages found 
in the formation process of 'the CLC. These are: the"Pre.-Com 
muni ty Stage, Initiation, Cris'is Stage and the Kingdom Stage-:
These were clearly brought out and we learned how we can 
discover whether a group is ready for the next st or not. 

,We had some sessions where we had to wo-x:k out some 
programmes to be used at home. These programmes proved to 
be a useful part of the" Course because they could be used 
in our groups. Both the participants and the" guides of this 
Course would agree -wi th me: this was a great experience but 
the time was short.' " 
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LITURGIES 

Through'out the Course' we had common Li turgy everyday. 
The Liturgy ,became the climax of the day. We could feel that 
Christ was present among us. During the retreat the liturgy 
was prepared and celebrat~d by different retreat guides; 
during the .course each group was responsible for it. Thus, 
we learned different ways ofpreparihg it. The last Ii turgy 
'reflected the d,ifferent cultur,es,of,thepeople present. 

Las ,Imust say tltat it is one of the best courses 
I have attended. 

Hay God bl s yoti all in your work . 

fh'[£.e.mon Ch,[gamba Tomb,[ndo 
Zimbabwe 

* * * 
The 'French-speaking African-Middle East region of the 
CLC is at present preparing a regional session. It 
should be held in August 1985 if 'the necessary funds 
can be' found. The preparations are being made by means 
of an exchange of corresponde,nce, which for several 
months' has been linking all the countries in this re
gion. It is wi thin the framework of this exchange that 
we have just ~eceived this ~etter. It reminds us that 
in every s i tua tion - indeed, in the worst mis fortunes 
the wO'rk of the CLC remains faithful to "the spirit of 
the Gospel and the interior law of love" 

ALETTER FROM LEBANON 

FatHer .Elie and I have ittentively read the' circular 
sent· to the groups of the region. You will find enelosed 
the reply to the questionnaire. 'We apologise for 'the delay 
in se~ding ourseply. 

First Of l,wemust thank you for the particulbrat 
tention you have paid to Lebanon, and for the appeal addr s 
ed to the CLC to. pray for our dear country' which is torn 
by hatred. The personal riote that you sent to us assured us 
of your affection for Lebanon and the CLC in this country. 
We read between the lines the love and the sincere 'feelings 
that you bear for our dear country. 
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. We are taking this opportunity to send you some news 
about the CLC in Lebanon. Thanks to PROGRESSIO, . which we 
receive regularly, and above· all, to' the numbers devoted 
to Pro~idence'82, we have been able to organise the follow 
ing: 

1. 	Some regional meetings of eLC groups have heen held, 
with a discussion on the work of Providence'82. 

2. 	Two months after our return from Providence' 82, a detail 
edarticle dealing wi th the major themes from the Congress 
appeared in the local CLC magazine, with photos. 

3. 	We are becoming more and more aware of a deepening of 
the spiri tual1i fe and christi an commitment in our groups. 

4. 	CLC groups, particularly the young ones, look after 
displaced persons and victims of disasters. They respond 
to their material needs by means of collections th'at they 
make, and to their spiritual needs by means of meetings 
about the Gospel or through Eucharistic celebrations. 
We should point out that the displaced persons resulting 
from the bombardments and the riots are numbered in 
thous ands • . 

S. 	 Th~ foreign workers from Sri Lanka. the Philippines and 
elsewhere have become numerous. Among them there are a 
considerable number of catholics; they are. completely 
abandoned. The CLC groups are beginning to organise re
gional meetings for them, to mike them aware of the fact 
that, through Christ, we all form one and the same family. 

We pray that the Lord make us architects of Peace,mes 
sengers of Hope and builders of Lbve in a country thirstf 
for peace, hope and love. We beg you to continue to pray 
for Lebanon and to join us in offering these prayers to 
the Prince of Peace, who has. come to live in our tent. 

Many our' Lord accept the blood of the innocent, who 
fall in large numbers every day on the Lebanese soil and 
water it with their purity to make lcive and understanding 
spring up in the hearts of all Lebanese. 

We end by assuring youof our best wishes, and beg you 
to give our fraternal greetings to Tobie. to Father Patrick 
and to allCLC groups in the whole world. 

Fraternally 
Fa-thelt El-i..e Khoue-i..lttf J 0.6 eph Maaltou6' 

3/2/1984 
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