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HOLY SPIRIT, ‘CHURCH, MARY

As it did at- the beglnnlng of the Constltutlon Lumen

Gentium, the 1last. Council beglns its study of the mission

ary activity .of. the Church in the Decree Ad Gentes by
describing the work of each of the three divine Persons.

Now, with regard to the mission of the Holy Spirit, which,
S owe remember "was already at work before - the. glorlflcatlon

of the Sbn"' the Council (no. 4) refers to .thTee events

"mentioned in the New Testament, three;beg1nn1ngs that of

the Church, at Pentecost, that of the truly messianic actiyv
ity of Christ, athis. Baptism, and finally that of his very
existence as man at his conception in the womb of the Virgin;
three beginnings in which the New Testament underlines the
primordial role of the Holy Spirit without forgetting to also
make note of that of Mary, which is obvious at the time of
Jesus ' conception, butnoted discreetly by Luke at Pentecost
and very clearly by St. John who explicitly links Christ's
first miracle to a double intervention by Mary, "the begin
ning of the signs which manifested his glory andstirred up
the falth of the disciples” (John 2,1-5 and 11).

1. Pentecost. If Easter is 'the solemnity of solemni-
ties", otherwise called the greatest feast of the liturgical
year, it is "with the day of Pentecost that the revelation
of the paschal mystery is accompllshed” as is noted in the
prayer of the mass which ushers in the feast on theevening
of the vigil. In reality all the mysteries of Christ,
from the Incarnation to the 'gift of his life on the Cross
in a supreme act of love, the Resurrection and the Ascension,
are directed towards thls solemnity of the "fiftieth day"
or "Pentecost", which, among the Jews,  commemorated the
Lord"s covenant, the central event of their history, exactly
fifty days after the first Passover, and brought together
at Jerusalem, on this occasion, crowds. from a number of
countries (cf. Acts 2,5-11). The Lord chose precisely that
day so that, in the presence of so many representatlves of
the Jewish world the public and solemn pouring out of the
Holy Spirit on the Apostles gathefed around Mary, mother
of Jesus (Acts 1,13-14) should in some way officially cele
brate the establlshlng of the New Covenant.

On Sinai God had offered Israel the gift of the first
covenant by proclaiming "from the heart of the fire" (Deut.

5,4, etc.) the "Ten Words" or "Decalogue', undertaking to be

”the ‘God of Israel®™ (Ex.19,5), making Israel’'s cause his own,
and at the same time teaching themhpw to behave in order to
be “the people of God", thus establishing a sacred bondof
reciprocal fidelitywhich was symbolised by the blood poured




out by Moses onto the two partners of the covenant(Ex 24,6-8).

With the New Covenant what the bloodvofanlmals could
only typify, the blood of God-made-man realises.  Just as
the prophets announced, God no longer contents hinself with
proclaiming his law and writing it onthe two tablets of the
covenant, "he himself engraves it onthe heart of each jone"
‘(Jer. 31,33). It will no longer be simply a law whichrules
over the conduct of man from the exterior; it becomes the
very principle of his religious and moral ‘activity. Comment
ing on the prophecy of Jeremiah, Ezechiel will say that God
gives man 'a new heart, -a new spirit, his own spirit", (36,
27) that is, wha't Ezech1e1 calls the active presence onah
weh in the heart of beings and the world.

SR Thomas writes briefly .with regard to ‘the text of
Jeremiah quoted:in Heb 8,8ff, "the New Covenant consists of
‘the gift of the Holy- Splrlt” -and he explains that the com
mandment proclaimed at the Supper by Christ just after 'insti
tutlng the ‘New:Covenant in his blood'™ (Lk 22,20) is called
“"new'" by him because it ''constitutes this New Covenant'(Com
mentary on John 13,34). . That is precisely why Christ had
.just .said’ to his. apostles: '"This is my body, this is my
blood; take, eat, drink'. In other words: I give youmy own
person, my own love, so that you may '"love as Ihave loved
you', that same love "for which he déigned tobe crucified”
(S. Fulgence) . and which becomes the principle of our re-
‘ligious and moral 11fe as food is to our vegetative life.

Noéw that is: prec1se1y what the account (of Pentecost)in
the Acts tries to teach us by means of two signs. Thefirst
reestablishes the -unity of language that existed before the
Tower of Babel (Cen. 11, .13, prefiguring the universal -di-
mension of the mission of - the ‘Church. 'But to this first
sign it adds another which is no less 51gn1f1cant that of
creating amongst all men, "in truth and love’, a unlty‘which
would bear "a certain resemblance to 'that of the’ d1v1ne Per
»sons” (Vatlcan II GIS. 24,3).

"In fact, a structural analysis of. Acts (ch 2) Ashows
that,. right from v.1l, the whole account is directed towards.
‘the descrlptlon of the primitive community(vv.42-47) which
then constitutes the conclusion of the -chapter (. Minguez,
Pentecostés, Pont. Bibl. Tnst., 1976). Likewise in chapter
4, it is a new descent of theHoly Spirit (v.31) which intro
duces the second description: '"The whole group ofbelievers
was- united heéart and soul and théy held everything in com-
mon't {v:32-35) .« Two descriptions that tradition has always
considered the model of authentic christian life; until the
end of the twelfth century it even bore the beautiful name
"apostolic life', thé life that the apostles had lived and
which they had taught to their disciples- 3
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We understand that this beginning governs thewhole of
~Acts, which is rightly called  '"The Gospel of the Spirit'.
0f the 52 mentions of the Holy Spirit T will deéscribe only

- _two (see the number of references in no.4 of Ad Gentes).

The first is the formula towhich the Assembly of Jerusalen,
the first Council, had recourse in promulgating its decree.
It is the formula of Greek legislative assemblles : "We
have decided", literally, 'it seemed good to us'. But what
is extraordinary is that they wrote. "It has been decided
by the Holy Spirit and by ourselves!'™ (Acts 15,28), as
something obvious, which seemed so evident and natural.

The other is the .no less audacious formula attributéd to
St. Paul to describe his apostolic activity. Towards the
end of his 3rd missionary journey, he is en route towards
Jerusalem, 'not knowing what will happen to him, except
that in town after town theHoly Spirit warns himthat chains
and tribulations await him'". Now, before becoming the pri-
soner of the Jews and then of the Romans; he declares that
he is "enchained by the Spirit" (Acts 20,22), and the Acts
reveal to what extent he has been enchalned It is the
Holy Spirit who decides on his first mission with Barnabas
(Acts 13,2-4) and during the second obliges him to change
his plans twice(16,6-7) and finally, as is at 1east suggest
ed, leads him to Europe {vv.9-10).

2. The Bapi&ém 04 Chnist. Already the Prologue of the
fourth Gospel, in vresentlng Christ, in opposition toMoses
through whom the Law was given, as he from whom "grace and
virtue come" (1,17}, announced that he had .as mission the
substitution of the New Covenant for the old. In fact, the
Johannine account of the Baptism, which inaugurates his
messianic activity, specifies that if he has come '"to take
away. the sin of the world", he will do it through the gift
of theSpirit: "I did notknow him'", states John the Baptist,
"but he .who sent me to baptise with water had said to me:
The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and rest (cf.
Mt. 3,16; Mk, 3,10; Lk.3,22), is the one who is going to

~baptise with the Holy Spirit"(v.33). And Jesus himselfwill

explain to his apostles, before leaving them, what this
baptism means. "John baptised with water but you w111 ‘be
. baptlsed 1n the Holy Spirit" (Acts 1,5).

The whole messianic activity of Christ will consist in
preparing this baptism. It is also the Holy Spirit himself
who presides over this activity. Right from the first epi-
sade,,that of the~Temptat10n the three gospels thatreport
it underline that fact: "Immedlately afterwards the Spirit
drove him into the wilderness'" {Mk. 1,12); "he was led in-
‘to the desert by the Spirit to be tempted by the devil"(Mt
4,1); "filled with the Holy Splrlt Jesus was led into the
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desert by the Spirit, and tempted for 40 days by the:devil"
(Lk. 4,1). And 1mmed1ate1y afterwards, Luke notes that Jesus
inaugurates his preaching "under the power of the Splrlt"
(4,14) . We are in Galilee, in the synagogue at Nazareth.
Openlng the book of the prophet Isaiah which is presented
to him, Jesus reads: "The Spirit of the Lord has been.given
~to me, for he has annointed me. He has sent me to bring the
good news,...". Then he says : '"Today this text is being
fulfilled even as you listen" (vv. 1? 21). o

e

But the role .of the Holy Spirit is not .limited to
presiding over themission of Christ. It is in communicating
to men the very Spirit that he. received athis Baptism that
he will institute the New Covenant. Throughout his gospel
St. John makes it a point to show this, right from the
first miracle, owing to the intervention of Mary' .(Jn. 2,3
and 5), when '"water intended for the. purification of the
Jews" (v.8), a type of the oldeconomy, is changed into the
‘delicious wine of the messianic wedding feast (cf.Is. 25,6).
A few verses furtheron there will be the. mysterious al--
lusion to the "sanctuary of his body" which -"he will raise
in three days™ (2,19-21), a clear image of the messianic
Temple announced by Ezechiel (ch. 40-48), from which will
gush forth, as in Ez. 47,1-12, "a torrent of living waters"
capable of healing those of the Dead Sea, a symbol of ste-
rility, and of transforming its banks into a luxuriant gar
den that will serve to describe Paradise (Apoc. 22,1-2).
In chapter 3, Jesus announces to Nicodemus - the mneed for a
"new birth in water and the Spirit’ (3,5), then to the Sa-
maritan woman he promises ''the gift of living water" which
will become in her "a spring welling up to eternal lifevV
(4,10 and 14). Finally, in chapter 7, St. John will expli-
citly identify "the fountains of living waters that must
flow from the heart of the Messiah" with the Spinit whom
Christ will give after his glorification(7,37-39), thatis,
when he "will give up the spn’lt” (19,30), accordlng to the
unusual formulation that John is the only one to use tomean
that "the last breath of Christ is a prelude to the pouring
out of the Spirit"” (P.Mollat), symbolised againby the water
.that pours from his 51de {v.34; cf. Zach. 12,10 and 13,1).

active role of the Holy Splrlt in the Incarnation, a role
described very clearly by St. Luke (1,26ff).

. The Vlrgln Mary asks the angel Gabriel, who tells her
that she "will conceive and bear a son'': "How will that be
done?'". Now the angel replies inlanguage that is singularly
‘evocative to a Jewish girl who has meditated on the Scrip-
tures: "The Holy Spirit:will come upon youand the power of
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the Most High will cover you with 1ts shadow", as in former
times ''the luminous cloud over the Tent of Meeting", then
"over the Temple", a sign that "the glory of God filled the
House" (Ex. 40,34f; 1 Kg. 8,10f), better still "over the
mercy seat ofthe.Ark“,ln'the Holyof Holies, where to mani-
fest his forgiveness "God appeared.in thecloud" [Lev 16,2},

. 'The Vlrgln is . therefore to become the tabernacle of
God, the unique place on earth where he will make himself
present. The announced conception will be virginal because
it will be truly divine. Likewise the angel concludes: "That
is really why ~(according to the exact sense of the Greek
dio k&aij the child who w111‘beb0rn will be holy', much moré
tThan Samson and Samuel or evén John the Baptist (Lk. 1,15);
"he will becalled"”, no 10nger simply '"Son of the Most ngh”
in virtue of his messianic royalty (v.32), but "Son ‘0f God"
in the sense that '"no one knows who- the Son is except the
Father, and who the Father is except the Son" (Lk 10, 22
cf. 20,135 22,70).

Now it is the mystery ofthls F111at10n>0fChrlst Wthh
in its turn, allows us-to catch aglimpse of ours.. Certalnly
the christian is only son "by adoption’, but an adoption so
different fromthat of Israel (Ex. 4,22; Rom.9,4), since it
consists in the fac¢t. that ""God has sent into ourhearts the
very Spiritofhis Son, who cries: Abba'" (Gal. 4,6; Rom. 8,
15), the prayer totally unknown to the Jew and reserved to

Christ alone (Mk.. 14,36). The christian is. by a free gift,
© "by grace" , filius - gratlae as-the Mozarab liturgy translates
it (P.L. 85 ,322), what Christ is "by nature'. :

The, Fathers of the Church vie with each - other in re~-
calling this: "Every man becomes a christian through that
same grace which made that man (the human nature assumedby
the Word) become, right from his origin; the Christ. The
christian is linked to the samé Holy Spirit of whom Christ
was born". (St. Augustine. Breviary, Friday of the 28th
week). "Crucified with Christ in his Passion, risen in his
‘Resurrection,; established at the right hand of - the Father
in his Ascension, they are begotten (congeniti) with himin
his Nativity" (St. Leo the Great, Breviary,3lst.December).
”Mary, mother of our God and Lord is truly our mother. It
is through her that we are born, not to this world, but to
God. More our mother than the one who ‘brought us into the
world according to the flesh" (Brev1ary for the feasts of
the Holy Vlrgln) '

kataﬁiéﬁaA Jgenaei,'sgj.




STATEMENT ON AFRICAN FOOD SITUATION ,
by Mr Edouard Saouma, Director-General of FAO )
[At the Meeting of the UN in New York 16 February 1984)

- In this mid-February, the world has'ﬁany,subjects for
alarm. I am glad that the African food crisis has been re=
cognized as one of the most urgent one of the most compel
ling. .- : : ‘ :

w1

The roots of the African. food crisis

Do not believe we are dealing with an isolated, natural
disaster: a problemwitha clearly definedbeginning, middie
‘and end. And do not believe that drought, however sevére,
is the only cause of the crisis. The roots of the calamity
that confronts us lie much deeper. They are to be found in

_the desperate battles nowbeing fought by African nations. to
build up effective modern states: battles against the pro-
blems they have inherited,and against those whichhave been
thrust upon them by the outside world. In.this struggle,
agriculture is not doing well. ‘

The fundamental situation of agriculture in Africa is
so serious. thdt it must arouse the greatest anxiety, and
call for the most urgent remedial action. All.ofus, Africans
"and.non-Africans alike, must do what we ¢an to succour:the
victims of the present conflagratlon But- wemust also break
the time-fuse, which may set off other and perhaps much
greater exp1051ons of distress in years to come., -

(«0)

Development of the crlsls 1n 1983

[

hlJanuaryof 1ast year 1twas beglnnlng to 1ook as if
there might be serious trouble ahead in parts of Africa.
{+..) On February 2 last year, the PFarly Warning .System
issued a Special Alert .on conditions in Southern Africa,
where the main crop- growing season was running into- drought
for the second consecutive year, ~and in some areas for the
third year. . C -




The following: weeks confirmed our pessimistic assess-
ment of the likely crop outturn in Southern Africa. At the
same time, there were warning signs elsewhetre in the con-
tinent. The cassava belt had been hit by a major pest in-
"festation. Livestock - the economic mainstay of Africa’s
large pastoral population - was going through a serious
outbreak of the deadly virus disease known as rinderpest.
Extensive bush fires along the West Afrlcan coast 1nd1cated
‘an extreme state of dryness. : :

In April 1983, we set up an internal FAQ/World Food
Programme Task Force to assess the situation in all the
affected countries and to follow developments. Based on the
Task Force's findings, and onthe requests whichhad started
to come. in from governments, I issued my first general
appeal for 1nternat10nal assistance on May 3. : ’

And then,rln the perlod June-September, the - rains
failed over much of the Sahel. - :

(evd)

(...)

According to our current flndlngs 24 low-income coun
tries in Africa havebeen seriously affected by one form oT
another of agricultural disaster. Many of them are having

their second or even third bad year in a row, and have run
down their last reserves at all levels: national, local and
household.

(eed)

The affected countries range geographically from Cape
Verde in the West to Somalia in the East, from Ethiopia in
the North to Lescotho in the South. A110w1ng for normal com
mercial imports, we estimate their food aid needs for the
1983/84 season at about 3.3 million tons. Pledges so far
known to us amount to just over two million tons. There
~thus remains a gap of 1.3 million tons, which shoiid~be
filled by additional pledges of food aid. It is not real-
istic to expect the countries concerned to make additional
imports en a commercial basis, in view of the disastrous
state of their economies. ’




The danger-period is the so-called lean season, when '
last year's crop has been eaten and the new harvest is not
yet in. That period is now very close for some of the af-
fected countries, while for others itwill occur only later
in the year. The delays required for the procurement, trans
portation and distribution of food aid normally amount to
several months. There are thus two problems. The first is
"to expedite the delivery of the-aid already committed, so
that it arrives in time. The second is to cover the gap of
1.3 million tons by further commitments of food aid, which
‘should be combined with special measures to reduce the normal
delays in the arrival of food aid at its destination.

A plea for more bllateral food ald

The résources avallable to FAO and the World Food Pro
gramme are far too modest to cope with the food aid needs
of Africa. We have been committing emergency assistance
genérously to the region, but must also take dccount of the
needs of other areas. For instance, upto two thirds of the
International Emergency Food Reserve administered by the
World Food Programme is required for refugee feeding, partly
in Africa but mainly in Asia. The main burden of providing
the extra food aid needed. for Africa - without depriving
other regions of the assistance which they also require -
must therefore fall on the bilateral programmes.

()

Andvfor assistance with,logistinproblemS'

In the last few years, therehave been many improvements
in the infrastructure of Afrlcan countries. Their adminis-
trative capacity has also been strengthened Nevertheless,
‘most poorer nations still have ‘great difficulty in coping
with the demands of alarge-scale emergency operation. Food
has to be transported, often over large distances and on
privately owned trucks; distribution has to be organised,
and -an accounting has to be rendered to the donors. The im
plications for the government in financial and organizational
terms canbe very great. Financial assistance, and technical
support, are therefore also réquired*in{cbping with these
logistic problems.




vaporfahce of saving livestock

I have spoken malnly of food aid. But in some areas by
saving the livestock we can save the people. Nomadic popu-
lations depend on their ‘herds both for their economic sur-
vival and in large part for their nutrition. ~The provision
of livestock feed should be looked at more sympathetically’
by aid programmes.For some countries it can be a measure of
very high priority. ,

Agriculturai rehabilitation

The documents we are making available outline the most
immediate requirements, costed at about $100 million, for
the rehabilitation of agriculture. Funds are sought partl
cularly for seeds, pesticides, fertilizers, livestock vac-
cines and feed. Part of the total can be met from the bal-
ance of the United Nations Emergency Operation Trust Fund,
and FAO's Technical Cooperation Programme can also provide
some help. Nevertheless, 'there still remain large uncovered
requirements. :

The,ouflook for 1984

The outlook for the next crop in Southern Africa is
unfortunately again poor, although the grain has not vyet
. been harvested. The cyclone which put anend to the drought
in Mozambique and Swaziland created more problems than it
solved. The rains have been short again in Zimbabwe, and to
some extent in other parts of the area. It is most likely,
therefore, that Southern Africa will again be in trouble.

The growing season starts much later in the Sahel, and
we can only hope .that 1984 will see a recovery. For many
other strickencountries, also, it is still far too. early
to assessthechances of ach1ev1ngnormalproductlon figures
this year. ‘

, At the start of my statement I trled to suggest some-
thing of the complexity of. the . African food -situation.
Perhaps. I may briefly expand those initial remarks. I see
the situation in terms of four superposed crises.




The technical crisis

The technical 'crisis 'in agriculture derives from the
difficult nature of farming in Africa. Compared with other
regions, soils tend to bemore fragile and easier "‘to erode.
Under population pressure, cultivation is expanding into
areas of less reliable rainfall, and efforts to intensify
traditional farming systems are gradually running down soil
quality. Irrigation covers a tiny part of the arable land,
only about 2% altogether, and new projects tend to be far
more costly than in other continents. Neither the 'Green
Revolution' technology of Asia nor the capital-intensive
methods ~of Western agriculture have proved viable in the
very different conditions prevailing in most of tropical
Africa. '

The technical problems can be overcome, and will be
overcome. In my statement to the Second Committee I sug-
gested some of the steps that need to be taken. But this
will not be achieved easily or quickly.

For ontop of the technical difficulties of agriculture,
comes the development crisis of Africa. In almost every
sector, African countries are encountéring problems that
affect other regionswith lesser severity. Population growth
is' the highest in the world, and seems to be still acceler
ating. Combined with rapid urbanization, this creates in-
tolerable strains for farming systems: wh1ch arestill mostly
in atraditional pattern. Fuelwood becomes.ever more scarce,
forcing the seeker to undertake continuously longer, unpro
ductive Journeys. And still the desert marches inexorably
south. :

If agriculture is to flourish, it needs a supportive
policy framework. Many African countrles clearly have not
"yet found a satisfactory trade-off between the requirements
of 'their farmers and a natural desire to develop other
sectors more typical of a modern economy. Few nations can
claim to have found a development modél which permits agri
culture to perform satisfactorily, andwhich points the way
towards the construct10n.ofav1able ‘economically independ-
ent, modern state. ' ' '




- The economic crisis -

- The third layer of problems which I can identify are,
I hope, not going to last too long. I refer tothe economic
crisis which many African nations face as a result of the
global recession. One figure can give anidea of the gravity
of this crisis. In 1982, Africa could purchase from its
agriculture exports only one half of the volume of manufac
tured goods and petroleum products that it could have bought
in 1978. How cana country thathas, in effect, lost a large
part of its income continue to increase its food imports
so as to feed an ever-growing population, while at the same
time. - investing in the build-up of its own agricultural
capacity? S ~ .

The political crisis

Finally, and perhaps most serious of all, I must- refer
to the political crisis which is a major feature of contenm
porary Africa. Among the countries most severely affectedby
current food shortages, five - Angola, Chad, Ethiopia,
Mozambique and Somalia ~ have been at least partially dis-
rupted by military operations, refugees or major problems
of insecurity. Tensions emanating ' from South Africa have
had a serious impact in all.the front-line States. Apart
from these externally generated problems, many countries
have not yet resolved their internal difficulties. Stability
and order are among the important requirements for agricul
tural dévelopment, and indeed for development in general.

So, you may ask, what'is the message that I wish to
leave behind? It is this. -

The message . S '

~ The food crisis of 1983-84 is not over. In Southern
Africa it is already clear that there will be another poor
year. There arecertainly going tobe new requirements, .even
though they cannot yet be estimated. With a shortfall of
1.3 million tons of food aid en current needs, I trust the
donors will start urgently the processes required for new
food aid allocations,  as well as speeding up the delivery
of emergency aid which is already in the pipeline. :

{Cont. on p. 21)
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-{Cont. from p. 12) R ‘{

Agricultural rehabilitation should bea major priority
for African governments and for aid programmes over the next
three years at least. The precise needs will vary widely
from one country to another, and will have to be clearly
assessed, g ~

Development programmes should concentrate. resources
still further on Africa, and within Africa on agricultural
'development short »medium and longer term.

. Those Afrlcan government< that have not already done
so must realize that dinternational aid- is nosubstitute for
realistic policies favouring agricultural development. Aid
will tend to flow to those who aremost sincerely trying to
help themselves. Ana1y51s ‘and’ planning are a prelude to
decisions, not a means of avoiding them, however painful
they may be. The preparation of a strategy is an exercise
on paper; what matters 15 its 1mp1ementat10n.

Finally, Iw1sh to express my confidence in the ability
of African farmers, like cultivators the world over, to do
the sensible thing'and" do it well. Give them the right
technology, give them the incentives, help them to acquire
new skills, build up the institutional and physical infra-
structure oangriculture,vand the farmers will do the job.
Africa has the land, it has the people. The only thing ‘it
does not have is tlme., ‘ - -




INVOLVED ON THEF HUNGER FRONT

"Caritas Internationalis . is a,confederatlon of catho
lic charitable and social action organisations which
generally have an-episcopal mandate to ensure the coor
dination and animation of ecclesial initiatives in the
areas of the promotion of human welfare .development
and urgent relief": As they are involved in the front
line 'in giving aid to populations stricken by famine
we wanted to get the opinion and the feelings of some
one who works in this field. Wemet. Loretta Peschi, who
is one of the Caritas Internationalis workers and who
kindly agreed to reply to our questions.

A dnought ogunpkecedented magn&tude seems Lo be keach
,LRQ new.areas. How do you see the situation?

The reply to your questlonluustwo aspects. On the one
hand, we must acknowledge the fact that the situation has
got worse. The area of the affected zones is clearly get-
ting bigger. And that is the case not only in Africa, but
also in other parts of the world, notably in Brasil, which
has seen some dramatic months. This deterioration  springs
from the recent climatic disturbances, but it is also a re
sult of human neglect. Often the bad use of land has rein-
forced the phenomenon and increased the number of peoplewho
are hungry.

That being said, we need to point out some areas where
things are improving. We know that the people who live in
the affected regions are coming to understand more and more
that it is possible to fight against the drought, that'they
" need to be organised. The fatalistic attitude is diminish-
ing and giving way to a new frame of mind. They are begin~
ning to fight. If it is to prevail everywhere, this evolu-
tion will need a lot of time and must give rise to communi
ty efforts. A communitarian will shows the great strength
of the southern continents and supports individual efforts.
We are happy to see that the sense of community is prevail
ing over individualism. :
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How does Canitas Intennationalis ‘intenvene Ain 1this
ddtuation which has Lasted yeans and the end of which
is not in sight? How do gou see the {ight against
‘drought and {ts consequences?

The work of Caritas Internationalis is grafted on to
the ability people have towork in community. It centers on
two principles: :

- promoting andsupportlng what canbe reallsed by the locial
communities. Our effort .is almed at the communities.

- seeing that the whole operation is human.andcommunltarlan{
The projects that we support must ‘be planned.andreallsed
by ‘the local communltles.

These projects have two aspects. On the one hand, it
is a matter of f1nd1ng the necessary funds; on the- other
they must be.part of a plan for 1ntegra{ development.

The financing of the prOjeCtS is assured by the col-
lections which the national Caritas make. This is the main
factor which makes the christians of the industrialised
countries sensitive to the real situations and invite them
to come to the aid of the afflictedpopulations. In thesame
way, the Churches of the countries in difficulties succeed
in finding a way of participating financially in the proj-
ects by shdaring done within their own community.

But we do not think that food aid or 'sector' projects
are enough. Our effort is aimed at the realisation of pro-
grammeswhlchresnond at the local community level, to needs
in the areas of food, education, health and production. The
experience is there to show us that modest but well planned
projects have been able to make local communities self-
sufficient within a perlod of 5 to 6 years. Let us take an
example: digging a well in the right place and to the right
depth has often been the starting point for a more general
development. A community ‘that finds water, that learns to
use it, to raise cattle, toplant and cultivate seeds, is a
community that Ls‘capable of developing. ~

Passing from principles torealisations, there are two
important initiatives that Caritas Internationalis has just
taken inrecent weeks. Two meetings forplanning with regard
to the drought have just been held, one at Dakar (for the
French-speaking countries) and the other at Nairobi (for the
English-speaking countries); in which representatives of
various national Caritas from the industrial countries also
took part. These meetings had the aim of evaluating the si
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tuatlon country by country, recognlslng the pr10r1ty needs
and Dlannlng action for the coming months. One organisation
cannot respond toall the needs, but its various initiatives
are many signs that call to actlon and ‘can be multiplied.
Caritas regards as a prlorlty the brlnglng of aid to the
poorest of the poor.

The second initiative has an ecumenical character. It
has become clear that efforts must be united inorder to face
a situation sodramatically widespread. The representatives
of the different Churches therefore came together and, at a

. press conference, they launched an appeal to the international
community. Thezr aim is to coordinate efforts by sensitising
. public opinion and governmental authorities. They hope to be
able to collect 100 million dollars to support the urgent
projects worked out by the local Churches. We are, well
aware of our limits and we know that our work cannot succeed
if political behaviour and mechanisms do not change.

Besdides 4kafung and support for development projects,
what, in youxr opindion, does. chnmt&aﬁ solidanizty wi th
the victims imply? .

In the first place, it is necessary to choose a dif-
ferent style of life, a style of life that isnot dominated
by the - environmental consumption. That is difficult, but
it is a change that can be made. North-south relations must
be governed by this change in attitude. Many products -~
such as peanuts, cotton,... - are consumed or exploited by
the northern countries. We need to reflect uponour consump
tlon and to arrive at ‘a more just attltude.

Another aspect of our solidarity has a more cultural -
character: Nothing is done and nothing is decidéd without
reciprocal knowledge. In order to love it is necessary to
know. - In order to arrive at a solidarity that is real, it
is necessary to discover the values of the other, to accept

- what he can teach us. Opening our spirit and our understand
1ng to men, women and children who are suffering from hunger
is the surest way to get to know how to open our hearts to
them. -
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ACTIVE NON-VIOLENCE AND THE CLC

=,

"Astonishing' fi g‘u‘r’e:‘s". ‘s

500,000,000,000 dollars are. squandered on arms every
year, this means that there are 20,000 kgs.of explosives for
each person in the world, but there are not 300 kgs. of
bread or rice per year for every inhabitant of our world!

All that in the name of secu;rlty For the defence of
man - certain men! - man is exploited and destroyed, soon
all men! Selfishness and hatred embrace in order to kill.
In short, evil reigns and is ‘manifested by oppression,
exploitation, injustice; lies, murderous violence, division,
pride, war, etc., and also by cowardice, fear, culpable
silence. The results: the exploited and those who exploit -
men who commit injustice or are accomplices init and others
who are its victims....

A third way

Faced by these two groups, a small number of people
rise up. They are those who do not accept evil,. those who
reject injustice and refuse to submit to it, thosewhom Jean
Goss calls the "witnesses' : Jesus, Gandhi, Martin Luther
King and others, imartyrs like them, who gave their lives for
justice, choosing to be killed rather than be lacking in
respect for the life of another.

These martyrs have opted for the good: truth, justice,
love, and they strongly and courageously oppose lies, in-
justice, hatred. They denounce error. They struggle actlvely,
but without violence, against all forms of evil, and live
to the full their love of life and of all men, 1nc1ud1ng their
enemies. They use every means to promote Jusvtice, freedom,
peace. They speak the truth with respect, they denounce abuses
and refuse to participate in them or to be accomplices in
them. They do not respond with violence, ‘but attack the
consciences of violent people with the whole force of their
personality, their commitment and their witness.

Actlve Jon- ~-violence

" Active non- Vlolence ‘can be practlsed by one man alone
‘when he is confronted by another man who is violent towards

- 25




him. In the presence ofhis ‘aggressor, thé non-violent person
is calm, takes blows without giving them, suffers, endures
firmly and courageously, without anger, and thus disconcerts
his adversary, who ends up being astonished, questlons hlm
self, and perhaps is even converted: -

‘ Actlve ‘non-violence can also be 1ndulged in by important
groups, who by means of various forms of contact, like visits,
letters, leaflets, posters, press statements, mass demonstra
tions, etc., can make truth triumph, change mentalities’
and make certain rights respected

- Another form of . actlve collectlve non-violence is the
mass refusal'to cooperate in injustice, for example, by boy
cotting certainproducts orcertain -media; sendlngback one's
membership - card of an institution that offends against the
rights of others, w:l.thdrawnlg money from abank that flnances
wars, etc.

The most powerful form of actlve non~violence is c1\r11
disobedience to unjust laws., It supposes discipline, mode-
ration, respect, truth, patience, endurance, the acceptance

" of sanctions with joy and without hatred.

‘Active non-violence' differs from violence and from
passive non-violence essentially in that it is moved by pure
love, love that wants the conversion of ‘the sinner and not
his destruction, love, therefore, that does not attack the
goods of the adversary his honour or his person, but promotes
reconciliatidn by means of the evér new ways of love, -without
ever accepting lies, theft Jr murderous violence. o

‘What are the results of active non-violence? They are
always positive because, even if certain concrete goals are
not reached, others, themost important, are always attained:
an’ increase in 1ove of enemies, the awakenlng of consciences,
a growth in sensitivity towards injustices, the reinforcement
of fraternity in adver51ty the witness of truth the example
of the struggle agalnst evil, etc. .

Active evangelical non-violence

The active non-violence of the christian has a very
special quality and strength. For the disciple -of Jesus,
love of neighbour, in partlcular love of enemiés, is pene-~
trated by God's own love: it is God, Truth, Justice, Love
who loves in us with all his strength and 1nv1nc1b1e force.




It engages us totally for the good helps us to recognise
the truth everywheré - first 1in ourselves -,makes us take
the side of justice, and incites us to work for a better
world, To-‘do this we may even give our lives like Jesus,

who'obeyed God rather than.men and died outof faithfulness
to the Truth, after having passed through thls world doing

good *)

Actlve non~v1olence and the CLC

The common points between the programme ofactlve non-
violence and the General Principles which must ahimate the
life of the world-wide Christian Life Community are obvious:
1nAboth cases it is a question of working for progress and
peace, justice and charity, freedom and the ‘dignity of all
men - (G P.2), a question of worklng to reform the structures
of society by taking part in-efforts to free those who are
wvictims of any kind of dlscrlmlnatlon (6.P.7).

, .Ab351cagreementthereforeex1ststheoretlcallyand one
cannot insist too much on this, That does notmean that there
is identity pureand simple: the attitudes extolledby active
mnon-violence will not always coincide with those which inspire

‘our General Principles. Why? Because the latter reflect
Ignatian spirituality, foresee theusetyfdlscernment (G.P.7,
11). .

A particuiar case

" Even if the CLC and active non-violence were to agree
on innumerable kinds of actions against ‘évil, there is one
instance in which there would probably be a divergence of
views because’ the ways of seeing. the problem are different:
radically prophetic and, it seems, without discernment on
the part of the supporters of active non-violence; nuanced
and traditional on the part of the members of the .CLC: it
is ‘the case of legitimate armed defence.

Must we keep 51mp1y and heroically to the letter of
the prohlbltlon against kllllng? Must we accept the sight

(*) Mdst of thepoints made here are taken from the writings
of Jean Goss, the apostle of active evangelical non-
violence.
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of the disappearance of entire nations without offering’
violent resistance to the deadly means directed against
them? Must the head of a family renounce defending himself
with a gun against a bandit who has neither faith nor law
or against a furious madman, and allow his wife and children
to become widow and orphans forno reason? Ta these questions
active non-violence seems to reply : "Let us keep to the
teaching of Jesus on this, understood inthe strict sense!l”
- Catholic moralists and pastors, on the other hand, faithful
to the tradition of their schools and their Church, give a
different interpretation of the thought of Chrlst ofwhich
they feel they are trustees. .

On this point there will normally be, therefore, a
divergence of views, it being possible, thanks to discernment,
to opt for a more radical attitude in accordance with the
lights received, or, on the contrary, a more traditional
one in conformity with the nuances required by the concrete
situations.

Conclusion

. Whatever about this particular case of legitimate de-
fence, we hope that an ever growing number of members of the
World-wide Christian Life Community will be inspired by the
radicalism of active non-violent people to live more effi-
caciously their commitment to work for the renewal of the
. institutions of society (G.P.11) and to serve humanity with

_ever greater generosity (G.P.1).

Let us hope, therefore, that the dlalogue sthe esteem’
and the mutual support between sympathisers of active non-
violence and the CLC will grow from day te day fora better
service of ‘their brothers, the people for whom Jesus, the
faithful Witness, sought to give his life, He who never
killed!

Chantes Hallet, S.J.




CLC FORMATION COURSE AT MONZE, ZAMBIA
{28 December 1983 to 11 January 1984)

Guides -and national leaders from the three countries
of Southern Africa, namely Botswana, Zambia and Zimbabwe,
came together on December 28 to attend a Formation Course.
There were 29 part1c1pants.

Venue of the Course

The venue of the Course was ideal, though the visiting
countries had to travel long distances. From Zimbabwe,we
had almost aday's journéy, while those from Botswana started.
the day before. The place was rather quiet though there are
villagers around. Generally, the experience we had was one
of people living in a village and showed how community life
can be.

December 28 and 29

These two days were very-important., Being a group made
up of young people and adults, experienced and inexperienced
members in guiding groups, weneeded a very deep and thorough
introduction to the wholeé course. On December 28we started
in the evening by introducing ourselves and giving our ex-
pectations of the course. We were introduced to the timetable
and the outline of the Course which was going to be donein
two main parts, namely: theRetreat and the Course as such.

December 29

We started in the morning with a session onprayer and
some exercises on posture for prayer. This set up the tone
‘of the whole prayerful atmosphere for the retreat. After
morning tea we went into our groups to share and pray. We
continued with the exercises in the afternoon and in the
_evening we met our retreat guides. So the Retreat, accord-
ing to St. Ignatius' Exercises, started. I felt the Spirit
working. From that time on every one was silent and very
faithful to his/her hours of prayer.




I

RETREAT EXPERIENCE e : i

As 1 have said, this was a period of real silence.
For me it was a great experience of how much God loves me.
His love for me is not measured by my deeds or what good
I do” for Him, but that He loves me as His child. He sees
my needs and gives to me regardless of my state of 1life.
He is a forgiving God. Yet in His forgiveness He does not
demand a 1ist of conditions but only that I accept His love
and realise that I cannot do anything withoutHim. This leads
us to accept ourself and our weakness-before Him,. and to
surrender ourself to Him. The best way to do this, Idisceyv
ered, was through prayer. Prayer became a means of communi
cation with God; it brought me into dialogue with Him. To
achieve this I had to listen and talk to God. This I expe-
rienced by reading the passages fromthe Bible whichmy guide
advised me to read and meditate on, and to spend time pray
ing. I feel this time is needed since all of us live imthe
business world where we have very little time to pray or
think about our relationship with our Lord. . After the re-
treat everyone came out with great joy, a joy due to the
many graces received during this "time. ‘ :

 THE FORMATION COURSE: January 6-10, 1984

-~ As the Course was designed for guides, .we spent tlme
finding out what a guide is. We looked at the role of the
guide in the group. These days were not easy going. We had
open sessions and group work. The group work was sometimes
tough and needed a lot of time. The guiding team worked
just as hard. They guided us through all the stages found
in the formation process of the CLC. These are: thePre-Com
munity Stage, Initiation, Crisis Stage and the Kingdom Stage.
These were clearly brought out and we learned how we . can

discover whether a group is ready for the next stage or not.

We had some sessions where we had to work out some
programmes to be used at home. These programmes proved to
be a useful part of the.Course because they could be used
in our groups. Both the participants and the guides of this
Course would agree with me: this was a great experience but
the time was short, . : ‘ : ' .
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LITURGIES -

Throughout the Course we had common thurgy everyday.
The Liturgy became the climax of the day. We could feel that
Christ was present among us. During the retreat the liturgy
was prepared and celebrated by different retreat guides;
during the course each group was respofisible for it. Thus,
we learned different ways of preparing it. The last 11turgy
jreflected the different cultures of the people present.

Lastly, I must say that it is one of the best courses
I have attended

' May God bless you all in your work.

C s

Fhilemon Chigamba Tombindo
Zimbabwe

* * *

The French-speaking African-Middle East region of the
CLC is at present preparing a regional session. It
should be held in August 1985 if ‘the necessary funds
can be found., The preparations are being made by means
of an exchange of correspondence, which for several
months has been linking all the countries in this re-
gion. It is within the framework of this exchange that
we have just received this letter. It reminds us that
in every situation - indeed, in the worst misfortunes -

¢+ the work of the CLC remains faithful to '"the: sp1r1t of
the Cosnel and the 1nter10r law of love”

A LE'}‘TER FROM "LEBANON

Father Elle “and I have attentlvely read the circular
sent to the groups of the region. You will find enclosed
the reply to the quéstionnaire. We apologise for ‘the-delay

in sending our .reply.

"First of 4ll, ‘we ‘must thank you for the particular at
tention youhave pald to Lebanon, and for the appeal address
ed to the CLC to. pray for our dear country which is torn
‘by hatred .The personal note that you sent to us assured us
of yohr»affection for Lebanon and the CLC in this country.
We Tead between the lines the love and the sincere 'feelings
that you bear for our dear country.
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- We are taking this opportunity to send you some news
about the CLC in Lebanon. Thanks to PROGRESSIO, - which we
receive regularly, and .above all, to the numbers devoted
to Providence'82, we have been able to organlse ‘the follow
ing: : ~

1. Some regional meetlngs of CLC groups have been held,
with a discussion on the work of Prov1dence'82.

2. Two months after our return from Providence'82, a detail
ed articledealing with the major themes fromthe Congress
appeared in the local CLC magazine, with photos.

3. We are becoming more and more aware of a deepening of
the spiritual 1ife and christian commitment inour groups.

4. CLC groups, particularly the young ones, look after
displaced persons and victims ofdisasters. They respond
to their material needs by means of collections that they
make, and to their spiritual needs by means of meetings
about the Gospel or through Eucharistic celebrations.
We should point out that the displaced persons resulting
from the bombardments and the riots are numbered in
thousands. ‘

5. The foreign workers from Sri Lanka, the Philippines and
elsewhere have become numerous. Among them there are a
considerable number of catholics; they are completely
abandoned. The CLC groups are _beginning to organise re--
gional meetings for them, to make them aware of the fact
that, through Christ,we all formone and the same family.

~ We pray that the Lord make us architecfs of Peace,mes
sengers of Hope and builders of Love in a country thirsty
for peace, hope and love. We beg you to continue to pray

for Lebanon and to join us in offering these prayers to |

the Prince of Peace, who has come to live in our tent.

Many our Lord accept the blood of the innocent, who
fall in large numbers every day on the Lebanese so0il and
‘water it with their purity to make love and understanding
spring up in the hearts of all Lebanese. :

We end by assuring youofour best wishes, and beg you
to give our fraternal greetings toTobie, to Father Patrick
“and to all CLC groups in the whole world.

. Fraternally
Fathen EK&e Kﬁaue&&g - Joseph Maarouf
, ‘ 3/2/1984




