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FOREWORD 


In a moving prayer pronounced from the balcony of St. 
Peterjs ~n Rome on Easter Sunday 198-3 ,John Paul 11. .enumer 
atedthe painful wounds of humanity today. In a kindo! 
litany, he assured all the victims about the solidarity of 
christians by repeating "we are with yoU" while addressing 
each group. . 

It is in order to echo those needs and that presence 
promised by the Pope that PROGRESSIO is including in each 
issue this year a reflection, an attentive examination of 
one of the deep wounds of the human family. By means of this' 
sensitising we hope·towiden our perception of this reality, 
to make those sufferings our own through a compassion lived 
in accordance with each one's vocation, and to offer some 
data with a ,view to a mission and availability ready to take 
on more univers'al and more urgent works of service. In brief, 
to respond. and be able to say in truth, after the manner 0:1; 
John Paul II, "we are with you". 

This issue takes up the world-wide problem of refugees. 
Fr .Dieter Scholz presents. it in all its vastness and drama. 

Then follows the testimony of Marie Christine Choquet, 
who has taken a f sabbatical year! to go with chari table 
organisations to refugee camps. God winks at us. 

Why suffering? A reflection and meditation by Fr. Pau 
.lussen echoes the publication of the Apostolic Letter "Sa! 
vifici Dolores". 

The news to.day is about the coordinated effort of six 
countries---rTI southern Africa which have just held three 
regional formation sessions for group guides, each involving 
a week of individually guided Spiritual Exercises. 

We are a community: an article by Stephen Joseph pu­
blished in the Indian CLC newsletter, shows the intelligent 
care manifested by those in charge in thoroughly examining 
the nature of our community by means of a dialogue, wi th the 
members of the CLC. 

2 ­



WHY SUFFEIUNG? 


On. the oc.c.a;.,J..on. 06 the pub1.J..c.atJ..on. on. Febll.uall.y 11th, 
1984 06 Pope John. Paul II';., Apo;.,to1.J..c. Lettell. "Sa1.vJ..6.[c.J.. 
001.0ll.J..;.,", on. :the c.hlLJ...6Uan. ..sen..s e 06 human. .su6 6ell.J.. n.g • 

Human life is a mystery. Without doubt, its .most mys­
terious aspect is suffering. Scholars and philosophers of 
all times have reflected on this' 'problem I wi thou:t ever 
finding a satisfactory answer. 

Today there are even theologians who affirm that a 
christian answer does not exist. In a ce'rtain sense, that 
is true. On the intellectual level the answer does not exist. 
Buti t is clear that Revelation gives us a liberating an­
swer. 

Why is human life a cross?Why am I condemned to suffer 
all my life? Why are there wars, revolutions and divisions 
in every epoch of history? Why hunger? injustices? earth­
quakes? floods? droughts? Why is the world today an immense 
spectacle of sufferings and pains? 

,THE OLD TESTAMENT ANSWER 

The Old Testament tried to find an answer not on~y to 
our question, but also to another, which is much more often 
posed;, why must the innocent suffer? The Book of Job does 
not try to resolve a problem. Quite the contrary: it under 
lines the fact that man is absolutely incapable of under=­
standing the·unfathomable designs, of the Creator. It tries 
to shed light on a mystery. 
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Suffering is a mystery 
is doing'. He reproaches the three 

and again praises his 

,; When it presents God on his throne, surrounded by angels, 
into,the midst of whom has slipped Satan , it seeks to sug­
gest that evil is inclUded in God's planr 

God looks upon Job, who is rich. happy and virtuous, 
and praises him. Satan sustains that Job is just because he 
is rich. He challenges God. God, who loves and has confidence 
in him ,gives Satan freedom to tempt him. We know the story., 
Job remains faithful. 

"N aked I c.ame nJLom mlJ motheJL'.6 womb, naked I .6hall 
JLetuJLn. Yahweh gave, Yahweh ha.t. taken bac.k. Bleu ed 
be the name ofi Yahweh". (Jb. 1,21) 

In the same way, when his wife tries to inci te him to rebel 
lion, he severely reprimands her. 

"That i.6 how fiooli.t.h women talk. Ifi we take hap­
pine:.6.6 fiJLom God' J., hand, mU.6t we not take .6oJLJCow 
too?" (Job. 2.10) 

Job's friends are more human~They come to console him 
and comfort him. They know that in such a si tuation the 
best consolation is silent presence. 

"Theg .6attheJLe on the gJLound be.&ide h.im 60JL .t.even 
dalJ.6 and .t.even Ylight.6. To ,Job thelJ .6poke neveJL a 
WOJLd, .60 .&ad a .t..ight he made". (Jb.2,13) 

In the following chapters (3-37), Job remains f~ithful, 
in spite of his human and understandable lamentations. His 
friends lose'themselves in interminable discussions. They 
claim, in .th~tradition of the Old Testament, that Job has 
sinned, because he is suffering. Job, with the same tenacity, 
affirms his innocence. 

In the end, God himself intervenes with an impressiye 
speech. He shows the marvels and the grandeur of creation 
and puts man in his place C38-4l). 
of God, who knows what he 
friends for their useless discussion, 
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servant Job. He gives him twice as much of everything that 
he had owned before (ch.42) . 

. God's confidence in man' is fully justified. Satan, 
representing evil. is conquered. Job, representing man •.is 
happier than ~ver. 

From the Old Testament. therefore. we can extract three 
elements. Suffering is a mystery of God. It is aninvi tat ion 
to·a greater love. For God it is' an opportunity to further 
co~municate himself. 

THE REAL ANSWER: JESUS CHRIST 

!h~~l]r~!~!¥ 

In order to .comment on the New Testament answer let us 
go back and read chapter three of the Book of Genesis, ap­
plying the same procedure that we find in the Book of Job. 
Here Satan humiliates Adam and Eve. They- are faithful to 
God because they are loaded up with privileges and riches. 
God..is challenged by- Sata:n •. Evil enters paradise. Men are 
not faithful. Theywill have to suffer·and die. But God, who 
loves them, remains faithful. 

"Ye-O, God.eoved the wOfL.ed f.,O much that.he gave 
h,.[f., on.ey Son, f.,O that evefLyone who' beLtevef.,,.[n 
hbl1 may nat be .eOf.,t but may have etefLna.e .e,.[6e" • 
(In.3,16) 

Man has fallen. The true Man will not fall. From all eternity 
God sees man in the Man, the sons in the Son, who is invin 
cible. 

"Be6afLe the wOfL.ed waf., made, he chof.,e Uf." chof.,e Uf., 
,.[n ChfL,.[f.,~, to be ho.ey ~nd f.,pot.eef.,f." and to .e,.[ve 
thfLough .eove ,.[n h,.[f., pfLef.,enee, detefLm,.[n,.[ngthatwe 
f.,hou.ed become h,.[f., adopted f.,Oftf., thfLough Jef.,Uf., 
ChfL,.[f.,t, 60fLhif., own k,.[nd pUfLp0f.,ef.,". (Eph.1,4-5) 

Again God is glorified, Satan humiliated, man saved. 
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--------------

We understand Satan I s hatred for Jesus Christ. This 
man must be eliminated, destroyed, killed. ;Jesus I life is 
a continual struggle against evil. He is attacked by suf­
ferings, evils, injustices, humiliations, and finally by 
death. He has to be exposed to infid~lity and rebellion.In 
order to save men, Jesus 'must' suffer, as he himself says 
to the disciples at Emmaus. Death and sufferings are neces 
sary, but they are not the end. The aim of the whole plan
of God is the resurrection and life. 

the invitation 

If all is going well in my life and I love God, that 
is excellent. If all is going badly in my life and I go on 
loving God, that is even better. That supposes a greater 
love. 

If I live in Christ and he lives in me, I am able to 
grow in'his greater love. If Jesus is my life, I am invin­
cible. 

"N oth.ing theft.e60ft.e c.an c.ome between I.I,.b and the 
love 06 Chft..£Ld,even .£6 we, a.ft.e tft.oubled OIL woft.­
ft..£ed, oft. b'e.£ng peft.!:oec.uted, .Oft. lac.k.£ng. 600d . Oft. 
c.lothel:o, oft.be.£ngthft.eatened Oft. even attac.ked. A!:o 
l:oc.ft..£ptuft.e pft.om.£!:oed: For your sake weare being 
massacred daily, and reckoned as sheep for the 
slaughter. The!:oe aft.e the tft..£all:o thft.ough wh.£c.h we 
tJt..£u.mph, ,by the poweft. 06 h.£m who loved Ul:o .• Foft. 1 
am c.eft.ta.£n 06 th.£l:o: ne.£theft. death noft. l.£6e, no 
angel,. no pft..£nc.e, noth.£ng that eX.£l:ot.6, noth.£ng 
l:ot.£ll to c.ome, not any poweft., oft. he.£ght Oft. depth, 
noft. any c.ft.eated th.£ng, c.an eveft. c.ome between U.6 
and the love 06 God made vLo.£b"le .£11. Chft..i.6t Jel:oul:o 
ouft. Loft.d". (Rom. 8,35-39) 

!'!gfg!Q 

Thanks to his fidelity, Job received twice as much of 
what he had possessed before. 

Thanks to Jesus' fidelity, we now receive a hundredfold. 
The terrestrial paradise is lost, but in Jesus we receive 
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the celestial paradise. Not only in eternity but from now 
on. The christian life is the beginning on earth of eternal 
life in heaven. What Adam and Eve could never imagine, is 
given to us to live. The Son of God is our Brother and our 
All. 

"AM-elL l.a.y-i.ng th-i.l., wha.t c.an we add? W-i.th God on 
OUlL l.-i.de who c.an be aga-i.nl.t M? S-i.nc.e Godd,[d not 
l.palLe h-i.4 own Son, but gave. h-i.m up to beneQ-l.t Ul. 
att, we may be c.elLta-i.n, aM-eli- l. uc.h a g-i.M-, that he 
w-i.tt not 1it'-6Me Ul. anyth-i.ng he c.an g-i. ve!' • 
(Rom. 8,31:"'32). 

CONCLUSION 

Suffering is a mystery of God, who is infinite Love. 
God wants neither death nor suffering for themselves. He 
only wants to communicate himself further andgive life to 
men in abundanc~. 

Jesus never went in search of the cross. Th~ cross went 
in search of Jesus, precisely because he was innocent. The 
powers of·darkness never accept light. 

If I try to grow in union with God, I attract evil and 
sufferings, but· infini tely more do I attract the merciful 
love of God, who gives me peace of heart, interior freedom, 
the life of Jesus for the world. 

In Jesus God accepts death as testimony of his infinite 
love for men. The cross is the crowning of the greatest love 
between God and man. In Jesus God gives his life for men. 
In Jesus men give their life for God. 

The famous "magis" of the Spiritual Exercises is not 
a technique invented by St. Ignatius. This dynamic force is 
the natural law of love, which always wants to give itself 
further. 

Lou-Ll. PautM.6 en, .6.j. 
') 
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THE WORLD REFUGEE PROBLEM: 

OUR RESPONSIBILITY AND ROLE 


Ex.tftac;U 6/tOm an addfte.-b4 give.n a.t the. Thiftl Inte.ftnatio nal 
Symp0-bium 06 the. In.6titute. 60ft the. Study 06 Social Ju~ 
.lice. at Sophia Unive./t.6ity, Tokyo, Ve.ce.mbe.ft 9-11,1983. 

THE WORLD REFUGEE PROBLEM: THE INDIVIDUAL TRAGEDIES 
OF SIXTEEN MILLION WOMEN, tRrLDREN AND MEN 

Two years after my arrival, on November 11, 1965, the 
Rhodesian Prime Minis ter, Mr. Ian Smith ,declared his country 
unilaterally· independent from the British Crm>1n and establish 
ed the Republic of Rhodesia in order to preserve for ever~ 
as he said,· Western civilisation and Christian values in . 
Southern Africa, a euphemism which summed up the philosophy 
of his all-white Rhodesian Front Party, which stood for 
white power , white weal thand white social .privilege' for a 
thousand years. There were at that time about 200.000 whi te 
settlers in the country and 6 million black Zimbabweans. 
Another seven years later, on Christma;s Eve 1972, Zimbabwean 
guerillas launched their first attack on a white farm in 
north-eastern Rhodesia, a few miles from the mission where 
I worked. signalling the start of what has so far been 
certainly the longest and perhaps the bloodiest independence 
war on the African continent. It lasted nearly 10 years; 
claimed between 50.000 and 100.000 lives and left over on~ 
million peonle homeless. Another million Zimbabweans were 
forcibly" resettled by the Rhodesian security forces into 
so-called 'Protected Villages', about 250 .000 black teenagers 
fled across the border into neighbouring Mozambique and 
Zambia from where Robert Mugabe and Joshua Nkomo .:ted the 
independence struggle. 

In 1978, the Rhodesian Catholic Bishops' Conference 
created an emergency relief proj ect for Zimbabwean refugees 
in Mozambique and Zambia, which had its headquarters in 
London and which I ".'as asked to direct. I began making 
extended vis its to the refugees in the camps and dis covered 
that most of them were young boys and girls who until their 
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flight acr'oss the border had bee~ studying at our mission 
schools. There was an immediate bond of friendship and trust 
as we were able to communicate in Shona, their mother tongue> 
Via London we were able to send them regular news from home 
as well as provide a mail service from the camps to the 
parents and friends who had remained behind in the embattled 
rural areas of Rhodes ia. Direct mail services between Rhode 
sia and most black African countries, including Mozambique 
and Zambia, had·been suspended s~nce 1965. 

The first thing Il~arrted in my new work was that anr. 
body who has not actually been a refugee should speak. about 
the subj ect with great caution and reserve lest he appear 
presumptuous, misjUdging people and distorting issues. Most 
refugees who have been through the ordeal, and who survived, 
are reluctant to expose the horror of their experience. 

llihat I secondly discovered about 'the needs of refugees, 
especially young refugees. was' this : a tent or a hut to 
give shelter from the rain, from the blazing'sun during the 
day and the freezing cold during the night is important; 
food, however little and pO'or, to keep the body going on the 
long march through the bush, and medicines to heal the wounds 
and diseases are 'more i~portant; ~ut what the young Zimbab 
weans living in the forests of northern Zambia and MozambT 
que appreciated most was friendship, trust and a sh.ared com 
mi tment to the cause for which they felt forced to leave 
their families and abandon' a place at· schoor, which most of 
them had won after fierce competition and at the cost of 
,incredible sacrifices by their parentsandbrothers'andsis 
ters. Friendship, trust and commitment gave them hope ina 
struggle against overwhelming odds. Without 'hope, few would 
have surviv'ed as physically heal thy and mentally ~ane pe!. 
sons. 

The third thing I learned was that so long as there is 
hope, even when there is neither shelter nor food nor medi 
cine, refugees, even the most vulnerable ones, cail overcome 
formidable diffH:ul ties ana obstacles. 

The words spoken by Swiss' Federal 'Counsellor Wahlen 
in .his1963 address on the occasion 6f the award of the 
NansenMedal~ have often been quoted before; let me repeat 
·themhere today, for Counsellor Wahlen pointed to an aspect 
of refugee work which ought to be ,present in our delibera;,. 
tions and ·discussions throughout· the 'next three days and, 
even more important, in our work with refugees in the 
field:" All the Sta.te J., ubf.>i.di.ef.> i.n. the waJtld wi.ll n.eveJt be 
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able. to Jte.plac..e. the. waJtmth 06 a.6.6..t.6tanc..e. Jte.nde.Jte.d by one. 
-tnd-tv-tdual t one. human be.-tng to anothe.Jt. He.lp g-tve.n by the. 
state. -t.6 u.6ually anonymoU.6 and lac..k.-tng -tnhuman c..ompa.6.6-ton. 
It -t.6 man alone. by h-t.6 pe.Jt.6onal c..haJr..-tty who c..an Jte.ally 
bJt-tng .6uc..c..ouJt to h-t.6 ne.-tghbouJt -tn ne.e.d." 

The problem. of today' s refugees has been and continues 
to be discussed in terms of their growing numbers, the 
ordeals and sufferings of their journeys overland or on the 
high seas and· the aid and resettlement programmes provided 
through international and national government and voluntary 
agencies. 

Much le'ss attention has been given to the more funda­
.mental question of why there are 16 million refugees today 
in Asia, Africa and Central and Latin America. Why is this 
question not being addressed openly and publicly? Or why 
are refugees sometimes treated as though they are personal. 
ly responsible and therefore to blame for their fate? It 
is easy to blame the victims. especially if they cannot 
defend themselves.. The fact is that most of today' s 16 
million refugees wer'e forced to leave" their homes as a 
resul t of poli tical dec-is ions taken wholly outside and beyond 
their sphere of influence and responsibility. 

If it appears politically expedient such decisions 
may be condemned and the refugee disasters resulting from 
them deplored in public, . 

Thus, much has been written in the West about the. 
plight of the 2.3 'million Afghan refugees in order to 
condemn the Soviet Union for its .invasion of that country 
ih particular and its evil and aggressive politits irtgen 
eral. Much less is said by those same Western govern=­
ments about their support of the dictatorships in Southern 
Africa .and Central and Latin America. The governments in 
these regions are con.sidered by the West as political 
allies, and if people flee from the persecution, oppression 
and injustice, and beGause their lives 'are in dange~, the 
tendency is to blame the victims. Refugees, it is then 
often alleged, are 'communist terrorists' or at least 'ter 
rorist sympathisers', as though that would justify, even 
if it were true, the horrific massacres perpetrated when 
Rhodesian security forces attacked the refugee camps at 
Nyadzonia, Tembwe and Chimoio in Mozambique (August 1976 
to November 1977), and Freedom Camp in Zambia (October 18. 
1978) ;when South African planes bombed t.he Namibian refugee 
camp at Kasinga in Angola (Hay 4, 1978); when Palestinians 
were massacred in the Sabra and Shatila refugee camps in 
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West BeirUt (September 18, 19 82) ~ when a group 0 f Salvadoran 
refugees were arrested in La Virtud refugee camp in Honduras 
and, with their hands tied behind their backs, taken away 
across the border into El Salvador by so-called unidentifiedI 

gunmen' (November 16, 1981), and so on. 

I hold no brief to cri ticize the 'West and would certainly 
not want to be understood as implying that the Soviet Union 
and their allies are by any standards more humane in their 
treatment of refugees. They are not, and they do not claim 
to be, while most Western governments do and are deeply of 
fended when allegations of this nature are levelled against 
them. 

On several occasions in recent months the UN, Secretary 
General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, has· deplored the 
inability of the United Nations to mediate effectively in 
situations of acute political cr;isis which tend to be at. the 
origin of maj or refugee movements. The office of the UN 
HighCommiss ioner for Refugees, on the other hand, believes 
that while maintaining. a non- oli tical role it has the 
authority II t£j bt<6.;'.t.t. thdt.gd v(U!nme.nt;.. 0 e.o antltie.1.; d 6(;{;.. ylam 
and e.ompetent.iN agene.iel.; do theiJi E.0liUe.al paILt toine.lLea;" e 
the l.;a6ety 06 ILe6ageel.;II • 

We have come full circle in our argument. The refugee 
problem is a political issue and is recognised as such. The 
widest international forum to solve political crises and 
conflicts is the United Nations. Its Secretary General has 
deplored the growing inability of this body to fulfill its 
function. The largest international refugee agency is the 
office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees. His two 
principal responsibil'i ties are to' protect refugees and to 
provide material assistance. While thousands of refugees are 
savagely attached and killed in refugee ·camps around the 
world, all the UN High Commissioner's office, it seems, is 
able to do is lito pILopo;..e to the GeneILal Al.;l.;embly,a ILel.;ola 
tion a ... olemn dee.laltatLon whie.h woald enhance geneltal 
wOILld-wide inteILna..tJ.o nal i~teltel.;t in thil.; baltning pita blem, 
and' all.; 0 ... tltengthen the autholLity 06 the. High Commi/.;/.;ionelt 
to doevelLythbtg he e.an, in the'/.;e e.ilte.uml.;tane.el.;, to'impltove 
the l.;a6ety 06 ILe6ugeel.;. TheILe il.; no miILae.le I.;olution avai!:.. 
able bat anythi.ng that c.a.n be done will undoubtedly have a 
U/.; e6al and benig n impaet on thil.; velty tILagie pILoblerrf'. I 
ask you, if you were a refugee; how well would you feel 
your life protected by these procedures? 
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CONCLUSION 

. This conference has been convened to examine the world 
refugee problem in its relationship' to the human rights 
issue and our individual and collective responsibility.· . 

This. presentation has drawn attention to two oaspects 
of the refugee problem: Given the growing numbers of refugees 
the world over and the increasing burden·of coping with the 
logistics of providing. food, shel ter and medical care, it 
is becoming more .and mOre difficult for refugee workers to 
find the time and energy for developing relationships of 
trust and friendship, which is often the only way left of 
giving hope to refugees, ,the hope that there is a future 
for thelll. beyond the barbed wire perimeter of the camp. 
Wi thout such hope, food, shelter and medicine will in the 
long term fail to sustain the refugee as art integral .person, 
healthy in mind and body. 

It has secondly been suggested that the roots of the 
world refugee problem are' essentially political. In seeking 
answers to the very complex issues involved one of the b\3.s ic 
questions to ask is 'Who is responsible?', rather than: 'What 
are the factors causing the problem?' It is political deci 
sians which force people to flee • as well as the growing 
tendency to use, mili tary means in an attempt to resolve 
problems which are essentially non-military in nature. 

The two propositions are related in the sense that 
they define the refugee ,problem primarily as a human pro­
blem .and a moral issue. Chari ty should permeate our, relation 
ships with refugees, and justice be our criterion when 
having to bearj udgement on the politics involved in' the 
refugee crisis of our time. 

I do not see many signs of .hope that a rapid change 
for· the better is imminent. But I do believe that a shared 
commitment to ch.ari ty and justice on the part of those 
working with refugees can gradually transform the quality 
of the refugee problem itself, making the .suffering of 
millions of people less unbearable and giving hope without 
which no person can live. In that sense I fully agree with 
the UNHCR poster which says : "The Jte6ugee pJtoblem i.1.,yt':t 
hopele,6,6. Unleu you :thi.nk 1,0" • 

Vi.e:teJt B. Seholz, S.l. 
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to take tip again the.J3ubject of 
wo.rld cOJIlmunity };l.nd'pres.entaseries 

r.evol ve around the poil).ts, for~reflec:'tio~n 
my previous article . (cf .PROGRESSlO,' 

This kind questionnaire; purports t.q Jre.a 

looking at Ourselve$in order to dis'cover :who we 


. how we are splritual1y aIidhumaIl1yconstituted. 

therefore, forg~roups,'a:nd'cbmniunities;' ' . 


.. Butit also purports to. be a guideli.ne to 

respond in ordler to make .. a-thers!lware 

real~tieswhich make up ,th~Wbrld eLC. 


A means o:fcommtiIiication, " '. therefore. which could 
'the knowledge. and r:g,ro:wthofall, whi(!h also favours 
,awakening of -th~mes that ari; still in -embryo,' such 
relationship with .the adult world and the r.o1e 'of 

-people in the ,wodd community'... It is .in this_light 

propose it to YOU: ' hoping for replies-tnatwi11 

the discuss ion and bir.t.h to t.he mast frultfn:]. 

tationpossible. 


MEE1'lNGS 

- Wh'ere' are our youth ·groupsborn?(sch.oo.B,·· 


centers 0 fs o.cialactivity ; etc,,) . .; 

..;. 	 Around .whomdothey gather? (peers or adul:ts , 


or religious, groups· or individuals ,who run 

sporti~ng or fotmatio l1 activity.;... etc.) 


- Of wh~t kind 11~e the meetings? (dehates. on 
themes, readiI:rgs of Scripture texts, thestud~ 
pertaining to the Il:;1i th or works of servi.ce, 
tion ·of political or social problems, prayer 'Illee 
games ,-etc. ) '.. .. . . 


-How often are meetings he.1d?, ' 

Aretheteperiods oflife;andholidays in 

What kind of involvement is there in the 

one belongs.? 	 .' . " . 

. . FORMATION 
Hbware. solidarity and a sense 0 f cooperation 

, . 	 ­dey€i'loped? 
Whaldoes the group cprittibute to thespirituaJ
th.e:lndividual?'· . 

http:servi.ce
http:guideli.ne
http:poil).ts


is there in the 



Each of us has sprung'fromsllch a love. Having made' 

study of the best meteoro.i'ogicalcondi Hons and the 

soil ,the Gardener gave;thewind the job of depositin~ .. 


.	seed in the most suitabl'e·spoi. Eathseed gave birth t9 

flower."" 


To the' deli,ght . of th¢'Gardener, some ~ eeds 

very quickly and flower as/early as the.first ye<;lT; 

tktke Tonger to' form their .petals and long 


"they produce ,a flower, a marvel of patience love 
eai::h'.seen " ime'is different,or rather", time does 
The Gardener has.eterni tybefore him. . There are ·11os 
whichgr6wquickly 'n(l'rsomewhich grow more slowly ... 
arrive in their time and are accepted and Loved in 
growth: and intneir Own flowering. 

The.' Gardener ha,san infinite variety in' hi~sto'ck,of' 
seeds :no two of them are alike. Some become:pure.!o.sesth.at ' 
stand up straight before their creator to sin:g his.p],ais 
Othe.rs a,reorchids hidden-away, 'which take, year?to,' 
their ,really beautiful 11cMers. and delighttl1e Ga:rde:tl~rw 
their splendour. Stipothers, are tulips orjonquils>and 
thefirst,to arrive, in all simplicity tosihgtheirjoy. ,Th 

areal.so. violetsand forget"-me-nots, smal'! and shy: ,but' 

necessary for . the harmony of the garden •. There . 

thistles which.lookJorbidd~ng '. Or aggressiv'e but h<;lve 

tiful and immortal·. flowers. Haehol us. isa flower • 


. or blooming; or even droopi!lg., \>lai tingf()ra .ne~spr 
. . 	 ", 

When he had planted, the seeds • the. Gardener looked 
his work and 'found the plants and flowers, spLendid ,.but 
alone, so isolated. He thereforeentrus·ted tohiss.1>irt. s 
new seeds to he sown<;lmong~the flowers; And they develop§cil 
andpioduced shrubs.and'bushes of-trust andfriendship •. · 

Like all theplant~ ,theyhave th~iT5'easons<, 
have, nothing to dow'i thtne'earth ',s' rotation around the 

':butdependonthe', welcome .we give them. If the se 
fl:"iendship faUson favorable'~roundbetween twofl 

'between ,tw-o hearts , it, w'i:fl, ext,end 

http:areal.so
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; .• its rese:r:Vesap 

. If· ",e 'pull onits' b 

~i t rJsks betIig,torn­

the Gardene.r has his .,eye OR. everything; 
is.love.dones' diffi.tultiesanawa.ims .them with 

>Afterth.ecold, of win'ter the sap rise~ ··againundet·· 
.'of',anew;sun and :tllebushesc.bme .to lifeagain-, 

reformed and, ··reinforced> by :·being .. ' tried;
is reborn .. ; and nobody' can fores eehowfar Fhey" 

. . ....... '. shrubs ;w~aving stronger ana.more numefous 
-b·etweenthBhearts. Others, .•. firml-yplallied '. in' 

,become trees of . love.. " ' . 

e the transformation slow or acc~lerat~(i: eacht~ee', 
. seed, '£~ 'unique and different.·Atla.st,.as acCp:er 
ess " o-ftheGardener's .:L'ove for his; plants ,the 

5thef'Ipwers that surround ittQwardstheskY1ihd', 
. br'(lncheseJ5tended, ;,protect:s thein,ffbin·th:¢5 torms: 
ee,' thissign9f joy.and ho;Jfe, this tre!:)Wb.iCh:bean;; 
s the Gard~ner' s . greatest joy: he givesfit· p.ew.·see<ls 

...... .. M;)r~~n~A;~h~f~x~i 

"CNamllI:Y 

THE INTERNATIONAL ,CATHOLIC ORGANI~ATIONS 
,':--,"; ­

throughout the ·~~·itd . there )t,e .' 
ape·. clQs¢ly ·a~?,oCiat~d:;iil.cme~:~Y;.o·r allother; 

;v<,··n,t-;"'i'·,,<·'t-'i6nalCathol ic Organis afions.·.· , 
-::_- .-, " '__ .,' ~_ c" c" _.-..- ." • - _, ! -.­

w'(ln t £obJild'a m()yejust" a~cfmofef:date 
"',"r;'~'~r(."" t.o thecal Is 6f t·he·-Go~pEd 'is" wi thiess 

http:different.�Atla.st,.as


, we leaders . 
in different \. ways 

all . ies. Acris is 'which hits manyyotl1}g 
in a parti,cularly!hardway; .. as has be.en showp in the 
studies' effected. by' the Uni,ted Nations, UNESCO, lLO, 
oth~r research,{l). 

In this context, the,dec1sion'b'y theUnitEld 

General Assembly to. proclaim 1985 , Internati.onal 

Yoti~h' challenges u~; 


Aware o£\the responsibil1 ties, limits', andcohtradicti~ris 
of ,such an initiative, we hope, however, that 1985 can ,be . 
a ,special time' fortne expression of the valu'as and aspita, 
tionsof young people,. and-for a responsible c()ll{rontation', 
wi th'the problems they experience. . , 

:Inspeaking .0£ young people , we,refuse to 

youth asa uniform.ma.ss in whi~h the' rup,tures' and 

of soCiety 'lre absent. . 


The ,theme ,of tnelnternatiollal Year ofyouth; ',Par1:i-' 
cipation iDevelopment;, Peace I , brings t,ogethertheprloritie 

'and experiences, of many Y01)ng people. " .; 

,We also want to underline' 1;he' interdependence"Cf thhs:e 
three' dimensions : participation , that of· youth inCluded; 

,is a ,pressirigcQndition for a true development,: without 
which 'pe~c~isn:ot possible,' . . 

. .For ~s, Pa.Jtt.ic.i..pa£[o'n .' implies fostering the forms 0 
.assodat'ions and organ isat ions ,al r'eadye,xis tirtg; cit reqtri, res" 
the creation' 0 conditions whlch allow youngp'eop+e 
assume 'their responsibilitie,s, both individuallya:nd 
lectively, and that without any manipulation. 

We bel ieve that a ,true, devetopment:, mu~t be <;:entr~d-;oil,; 
,the human, person. '. It must res,pond to. the basic needspf. 
persons and of peoples; it m:y.st be foundeu on thebala:nc:ed 
use ,of natural resources, arid be realised w,i thin the frame, 

dedaration .'On theriiht~ and ;responsibilifi 
{UnitedNationsr~· 'Youth in the 80 ',s 
19 82, no . ' 

http:uniform.ma.ss


',- -,': .,:,,' ­

;,'" thig perspeetlvetha.r our or "" "·H... '" 
·... ; ...... "',+.r.• / t01:h~ IYY. .Starting with 

.ceupat'ion? . -w:ewantto enahle­
thos$>,"wi fhoutvoic,E'#!, . to !?~peak 

~sumetheir res,p6;nsibiTi ties. 

ourselves 'first 
onsandto:the aeti ....remembers 

we m::Lgh.t )b'e.co I1H'.. moJie 'involve.d. 
, " ~" - -' ; 

let:. us, .inhope·andtrust,·Weleorne. 
their .c.uI turalaricl s.p,iri;tl.1:;tl val;:t.les\iI1to 
l~.t,~ussupportthemin theit; undertaki.'ngs' 
the?le.ariii1:g o£life., , - ­

ie.a.de.IL.6.ofthe -Churehes ',to .the>ieader,s.at.all
.' tUT9:.r., soe;ial,.eeo:nbmic,iIidp(j'l;;itic;3j li-fe~: 
might.riec()grris~ .in.young people';th,e id,ghts',()f' 

al,:Gij;:tr'~e.r of . theRightsofM~#;\.;esp.f2!e~a~:ly 
·let{q~>a.;dign;i fie'd 1 He., the :riglit".lpseYfo.;:qe:te)', 

educJa,tion " .towork and toa,-fa:ihily ; (,{s,o.that; 
encourage Hui,tfuldialbgue ~,:l?~tweenyoung', 

.,the, ..·other, generations ;-:-50 that' they(:mightct,e,a't~ . 

. _whfch:,<"\Il:Hl,permitth~ ast ~ve,'Plll:tidpationof 
e iri· aHseetors of 1i.£e. .. . . 



at<Cubiro 
theseZexp .en 

s.will· be. carryingout 
a group '. reflected onl,a muchaw~ited 
c:rystalli z:ed: the creation' ofa Teamforfhe 

m~de: up of Cine membetfiom each 6fthe.c 
next move was to.stxucture'aprogram for w . 

in this ;field, whiSh ewe had jU$topte/d for" 

w.as need fora teamthatwould'be able. to attain ~in1:: 


bfquaii ty andq~ant~ty; ,a»:righ levelofeff~ctivenesswi 

· regard,to working, with people, especially young people. ' 
we want is tobeconsciousand faithful followers .of' Chti 
We s~eno.other perspective; . other . motivatio~~a:re 'j,us 
stTa:te~ies: to achieve great,er effectiveness al1d,conunitment 
in the.'lightoftheapostolic work. ThisPastoralTe - is 
the-per~onnelneededto.- take care of the life and 
ingiof ,th(rece'htly es-tahlished Pastoral Center 
YOUtllApos,to late. 

This Cente'p"fl1be, to thec;ity and to Venezuela, 
· instrumentforcpnsCientizjng ,motiva,ting aridorgalliz 
young people iri:~$ucl1 away. as ,to fight all forJlls of se'! . 
ness, which;. is an obstacle to the creation of New wn,mp;n 

· and the building, of ·.f.}Kingdom of(Justice". The G.e. 
already beenfunct10n1ng for fOUT month,s. 1n the,­
fields·; '." , . 

- Worl<ing wi ththe Po.or 
theFRAGUA Move'ment, C£ragua 
PubTicationsand Communication 

.,.. Theological ·Re'f1exion 

.'"Each of theseseclionshas it sown dynamics 

h0weveL •. th'eir orientations /lnd commonplans'arel 

the general meeqngo£.thePastoral Center every 


What has all' this meant· to the 
b'igstep~ 

First of an,it,; is a real and urgent need~n 

to establish centers which are, 

dediEated to workfor~,y{)ung people. 


thewitness and pres ence we, 
programs - seminars, cOUrses; pl.lb1 



,. . ' 

launched' i t§o.pening- to, th€f cifyby,1f1Erims 
tooK place atathe,ater:in~~fquisimetoin 

3.T'lj:e.coIicerLwas given by'r,1ig14¢lMatos s:;J. 
ista.nt oftheCLC 's inVenezueJaJwi thhis own 

. Tht3tLtleo£ the cmicel'tWas, "(JartciolfPorurt, 
n {"SongI6rth-eNewMan tl

)., The review"NbsbtrOs". 
,say of'that reU'gious ' and. mlisi:ca;l,exp~l'ienJ:'¢: 

"'·.... n""',..edthe reason to sing fora New M,an. '~tisJ::o' 
, "an ' bel\eve~Iithatwonderfulp()s,s,il)il1ty to'l>e' 
, ent,creati\r,e1ynew.,Noftowatch fl'om aaistance,hut 
~cLoser ,t'O surr,endei ourself, to be fr1eeand,hunian. 

are em,Qtionaliy to~chediw reeo 'ngh9wfaiih 
surroun¢l US" Mi~uelMato:s eIltr, , '.",' to':\ishis 
prayeri,his profopndfeelingof b~;in:g, loyed;)5y 
we share hisexperienc~inseeing/o:u:t:se~pres as a' 

of the 'celebration. ,~", ," "', 
~ - -,'. - - . - . , 

, can", affirm that , "Song for the NewMan" ,"hes:hies 
.the eJCpectCit i onso f tl1epubli¢, o:f(the'¢ity ,(if 
EHS artdt,hymusicians , opens ,lIP :~iewav~nue~:;iip.; 

" e ofthepeQple who believeina,mor.;,e::just';wor:l~. 
t!lefr, lifegradu~ny, impl'ov~~ in;";"al1;asfJed:i:s;~, 
rely: 9n,mus~C'ilS a:;gift,whichb:dhgs~ Joyto,.1ife. I:, 

"_ - .' .' , • ~ ,J''. ,. . . ' , : . 



«GOD WINKS AT US » 

A WITN13SS 

Maki~-Chki~tine (1) 

How did th'e idea come to you to dkop evekything 60k a 
yeak and, tJLavei to the othen end a 6 the wOkid?' 

I believe that comes from afar. From time to time we 
hear, a can. Well 1 sti:lrted' studying to be' a nurse when .1 
was thirty-two because it seemed .to me that I had to make 
.a €hange. More re€ently, ~:t;l' 1975, during the Holy Year, I 
heard Paul VI de1ive,r a. talk. on "the mystery of the cross" 
in St. Peter's Square in Rome. A mystery which I, a n~rse 
in the service of cancer victims, always have a tendency to 
want to avoid, to go around. I should also say something 
about that pilgrimage to the Holy Land with my parish. At 
Nazareth, in 'the synagogue. our guide a'sked me to read that 
text; of Isaiah:," The ~pik'[t 06 the: TOkd if; upon me; he ha~ 
~ent'me to bking the Good .Vew~ to. the pOOk ..•" Arid that.in 
the very place where Chris.t had done it ~ It ISS illy mayb,e, 
but I told myself that it was a grace, like a telephone' call. , 
But, concretely, what' does bringing the Good News. to ·the 
poor mean? That was what I asked myself on the way back. I 
should also say something about John Paul II I s visit to 
France. The first question he posed on his arrival at Notre 
Dame in 'Paris was: "Va you i'ave?" .: That made me reflect. . 

Concketeiy; how did you come tfJ make youk deci~.[on? 

It caine after a telephone call from a friend who is a 
nurse. She announced her departure :for Thailand with "Mede 
cins sans frontiEhes" (Doctors without frontiers). I let 

(1) 	 Marie Christine Choquet is a nurse. She has inte.Trupted 
her professional activity for a year to participat~'in 
the work of several humanitarian organisations. 
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myself be carried along completely by the event. And, very 
often, that i~ something we no longer know how to do, caught 
up as weare lin materialism. That: makes me think about the 
prophet Ezechiel : 11 They have ,eyel> and' -they c.al1.l1.O-t I> eei -they 

,have eaILI> and -they do i no-t heaIL •••" Sometimes you need to 
take up your bag and leave. So I got in touch wi th. 'Hedecins 
sans frontieres I. At Lyons I had preparatory training in' 
tropical medicine, and then I left for Somalia. There I 
discovered radical poverty. These people, who are nomads, 
are 10'0'% dependent for their food. There is no longer any­
thing; not even the least vegetation. There are also problems 
regarding the supply of gasoline which make medication and 
feeding' difficul t .. Somalia is a deep wound.' What I saw in 
the hospital at Mogadiscio was equal to what Mother Teresa 
knew in Calcutta. It's horrible to think about it. •. (the 
emotion makes tears come to h,er eyes). When you have lived 
through that, you have to live differently.' There are no 
dressings (for wounds), you make fifty inj ections with the 
same syringe and the same needle. yvith a bucket of water I 
washed a woman who was on the ground. I kept smiling at her 
all the time Iwas doing it. What else was there to do? It's 
a waste of humanity. You have to see it to believe. 

Voel>n'-t anybody do any-thing -to impILov.e -th,e I>i-tua-tion? 

It's a hospital for the chronically ill, so it's aban 
doned.Besides, there are so many problems of survival. So 
in Somalia it's the Church that looks after the poorest 
people. There are eight Italian reliRious sisters whose 
average age is seventy. They're saints •. It's doubtless 
because of that fact that this 70'% muslim country hasn't 
expelled them. They do the 'dirty work' • They struggle along 
with the barest means. I saw a big cauldronona camp re: 
it was the sick people's food being prepared~ A represent~ 
tive of the UN was staying. in my hotel. I dragged him along 
to the hospital. He didn't believe his eyes. " EveILy-thing 
m(L-6-t be bUILned':' It's like Mother Teresa in Calcutta. There 
is no longer anyone except the Church to do anything, because 
only Christ teaches us that he who is eaten at by rats and 
mice is also our brother, created in the image of God. That's 
what I like about John Paul II. He doesn't cease stirring 
us by reminding us that man is created in the image of God. 
In all his writings he shows that man is the way to meet 
God. If we christians have nothing else to say to the world 
than !' -the pOOILel>-t, -the mOI>-t einac.ia-ted, -the inOI>-t depILived 06 
human beingl> il> OUIL bILo-theK', well we mustsayit~. 
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Have you a{~o been ~o o~he~ eoun~~~e~? 

I went to Central America to the camps for refugees 
from El Salvador. I went with a doctor, Luis Campinos, who 
founded the association 'Refugee Children of the World' 
(Enfants refugies du Monde). HThen I spent 'two months in 
Thailand. At present the refugee camps are empty and Thai­
land is taking over the installations'made by the UN . But 
we shouldn't just talk about me. I'm not alone. There is 
also an ophthalmologist from Deauville, Dr. Malo, who regu 
larly takes a month's 'holidays' to attend to eyes of people 
in Cambodia or somewhere else. And a young pediatrician, 
Vincent David, who spent his holidays in Beirut. Nobody 
talks about them, and yet I ask myself if it is not they 
who really have the Faith. The mystery of the cross is there, 
planted in the center of our lives. It calls us to a deep 
conversion, otherwise,. nothing is possible • r have some 
friends who have a second place of residence and don't even 
notice that their caretaker's child ,will not have any holi 
days. Well, I say that, as, long as such people will ,'not 
think of ·lending their keys unless somebody tells them to, 
then nothing in the ,world can change. 

What Li> ~o be done ~o qhange men~aLU~e~? 

For my part, I go to the schools. I give slide shows 
and lectures,there. I try to give the youngsters •directions' 
for the year 2000 in an attempt to defuse violence. I tell 
the youngsters that they have a choice to make: either you 
think about your life in terms of success, and in that case 
you can prepare yourself to become PDG (President and Di­
rector General) of Canigou, Ronron or something else; or 
else you think about life in terms of service. The slides 
I show them begin with three photos : the Last Supper. the 
Eucharist. the Washing of the Feet. That, I believe, explains 
the message of Christ, who made himself servant right to 
the end. It'sriecessarytoaccept 'the 10singofone's life' . 
.I don't invent anything. It's all in the Gospel. But how to 
lose it? I know nothing about that. In fact, my life is 
'plugged into' the sacraments, andso, each day, itis Christ 
who says to me, ':"'go 6u~~heJ['. He is the only one who can 
enable us to live as he lived. And, asa rule, when you are 
on God's side, things always end up "badly". 
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Voe,6 that peJLhap,6upla,[n what ,6ome peopte would eatl 
the 'CowaJLd,[ce' 06 chJL,[,6ti.aYt,6? 

God winks at us. It· s poss ible not to see this. I made 
a Ii ttletest on the occasion ofa collection made ina 
parish. The people were kind and willingly opened their 
purses, but, outof all of them, I saw only adozen who felt 
concerned by a possible action beyond that gesture. Why them 
and not the others? Why did I my,self feel involved by that 
telephone call from my f.riend Solange ,a.nnouncing her de­
parture? I believe that, every day, God, who has a sense 
of humour, places alQng"our path people who can change our 
ways, our modes of living. He winks, and very oftenane 
passes, by without seeing anything. For myself. I be,lieve 
very much in the first beatitude : "Happy aJLe the pOOJL ,[Yl 
,6p,[JL,[:t" ; that is. those who are always ready to welcome into 
their lives the unexpected> :from God, which/takes us useless 
$ervants suddenly into the midst of this great ,mystery. of 
love. It' 5 not spectacular, but he needs us. as Chr1st 
needed five loaves and two £ish f~om the child in order to 
feed the crowd. That's not so much and yet it's a lo.t. It 
supposes that you don't live your life in just anyway. You 
must pray. If I didn't pray and. I didn't have the daily 
Eucharist. ' I wouldn' t be a woman on her feet. We have to 
shake each other, examine our ways of living, tell ourselves 
the truth. When the world is on fire christians can t t be 
satis£ied with watching. 

lYlteJLv,[ew dOYle by 
HeJLve. Boul'[c 

60JL "La 60,[ au.joU:JLd' hu.,[" 
VecembeJL 1982 
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ECHOES. .. ECHOES. .. ECHOES . .. 


/ 

A COQRDINATED REGIONAL ENDEAVOUR 

VuJt.1.ng a Jt.eg1.on.a£. me:e:Ung he,f.d l.n Umbabwe at the end 
06 Vec.embeJt.'1982,' 'thoJ.>e l.n chaJt.ge 06 the CLC1.n the 
Jt.eg1.on decIded topoo£. the1.Jt. e660Jt.tJ.> Jt.egaJt.dblg the bolt 
mat1.on 06 gJt.oup gu1.deJ.> '. ThL~ dec1.J.>-Lo'n £.ed them to 
aJt.g an1.J.> e ,thJt.ee Jt.eg1.o na£. J.> eM1.o nJ.> , each a 6 twa 'weekJ.> 
duJt.ation, wh1.ch gatheJt.ed togetheJt. 71 £.eadeJt.J.> and aJ.> 
J.>1.J.>tanth 6Jt.om J.>1.x countJt.1.eJ.> in theJ.>ou~h. 

in, SOUTH AFRICA (Johannesburg) 

On the 9th of December 1983 18 CLC people assembled 
at Koinonia Johannesburg to begin two week course to be 
trained as group guides. Amongst the majori ty of lay people 
were three J!larried cOl,lples and ',an eight J!lon,th old baby~ We 
were also pleased to have two young men from. Namibia with 
us. They had come to be trained to assist the newly formed 
groups in their country. 

Jose and Patrick, who had guided a succesful initiation 
course in our country just ten months prior, had returned, 
to be our facilitators. 

. The course began wi th a week of the Spiri tual Exercises. 
Two Religious Sisters joined Jose and Patrick to guide the 
retreatants. 'For most this was their first experience of 
the Exercises. It Was noticeable how slowly a real sense 
of community developed as we prayed and lived in silence 
together. lIt was a great privilege to witness the Lord 
gently moving gently amongst uS-loving, healing, calling. 

After the retreat "re had a morning to rest. That after­
noon the course itself began. We looked at the basic stages 
pf the Spiritual Exercises by reflecting on our retreat ex 
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perience and what each stage had .meant personally to us and 
then how that specific stage manifested itself in the de­
velopment or life of a CLC community. As :future group guides 
we were instructed on how to recognis~ each stage and how 
to assist a group to enter into and travel through each pr2. 
gressive stage. 

Most of the lear'ning was done in small groups, role­
plays and in practical exercises. By the time the course 
had ended we had already designed numerous group-meetings 
to use in the formation of new." communi ties'. 

Everybody found the course vital to their own personal 
growth into Christ - 'but also experienced the;mselves better 
able to assist their communities. But there was also a deep 
awareness that we had just begun on th~ road to be<.:oming 
competent group guides. 

Another important fruit of our time together was the 
creation of our first National Team (National Executive). 
The team was elected from amongst the people on the course 
and consists of two married couples and two single lay 
people. The team will be responsible to represent their 
local communities, to assist define national priorities 
and to work with Sr. Cecilia and myself on future projects 
and courses etc. 

By the time the cours e had ended and we were preparing 
to leave there was a strong .sense o,f .hopeamongst all. A 
hope, that we in a small way will contribute to the exten­
sion of Christ's Kingdom here in Southern Africa. 

GJtegaJtlj LaufLe.rt,o 

* * * 
in ZAMBIA (Monze) 

The session held at the Kizito de Honze Centre 
(Zambia) from December 27th,1983 to January lOth, 
198'4, brought together 29 CLC leaders and assis­
tants, who came from Botswana, Zimbabwe and Zam..,. 
bia. Its report, which has no doubt been held up 
in the poit, will appear in a later issue. 
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in LESOTHO (Hlotse) 

If you look at a map of Southern Africa, you will see 
a small dot in the middle of the eastern part of the Repu­
blic of South Africa. That 'small dot is Lesotho - the moun 
tain kingdom of Lesotho, the "Kingdom in the Sky". SmalT 
as it is, Lesotho is still big enough to have a GLC course 
and a CLC course did indeed take place this January (6th ­
20th), at Hlotse, a small town in the northern district of 
Leribe. ' . 

High as this little Kingdom is , it is not too high for 
the Holy Spirit to reach, and His presence was felt by the 
25 CLC'ers, and one priest not from the CLC's, who came to 
gether to make the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius. Or 
the 25 CLC' ers, there were 6 lay people, 16 'nuns from diffe 
~ent congregations, I diocesan priest and 2 Oblate semina= 
rians. The retreat guides were' Fathers - Jack Cillic.k S.J. , 
from Johannesburg; Hank Kenney S.J., from Cape Town; and 
Patrick O'Sullivan S.J., from the Rome Secretar-iate. Jack 
and Hank arrived a short t'ime before Patrick who was safely 
delivered from Maseru by Sr. Winifried Schofield. ' 

The 7th was a preparation day for the retreat, which. 
took the form of reviewing one's life experiences in the 
light of the experiences of St. Peter - his call by Our Lord, 
his love for Christ, his denial of Christ and h~s being 
named as head of the Church. This, then: was in preparation 
for the Spiritual Exercises which most of us had never made 
before and did not know very much about. On the otner hand, 
we were very much looking forward to this experience, and 
so we began the retreat, in silence ,on the night of the 
7th. .' 

The main emphasis from my retreat guide was to real:­
ize, to ;see and to experience God's love for me. I found 
the first day rather tough going, ,but I did my best, an.d 
that helped considerably ,because the next day, and then 
the rest of the days were not nearly so difficult. 

As a young lay person I wanted, during this retreaf, 
to ask the Father to show me clearly my vocation. and,with 
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the help of my retreat guide, this did take place. I saw 
clearly my vocation to marry and to give the witness of a 
happy. chris tian family. 

In more ways than one. the retreat started with the 
signs of God's_love as the rain poured down every time we 
went to Mass. The singing was excellent and the atmosphere 
was most helpfUl; our eyes were opened to see the Father's 
love in our lives, from the time we were formed in our 
mother's womb up to the present moment. 

Jose Gsell arrived on Friday 13th; we were still on 
retreat, so we could not give her a typical, warm Basotho 
greeting. The retreat ended on the morning of the 14th, 
and we were free all day till the morning of the 15th, 
when the course· for CLC ass istantsbegan. This was to be 
taken care of by Patrick and Jose as Father Jack and 
Fa ther Hank left us .after the retreat, to return to South 
Africa. 

The course was mainly aimed at introducing us to the 
different stages of growth in a CLC group. People entered 
the course enthusiastically; it was avery good experience, 
especially for those who had participated in the course at 
Roma in January 1983. Almost everyone I spoke. to felt that 
our days together would. ,bring about changes in our local 
groups. 

The course ended with a Mass celebrated by Bishop Paul 
Khoarai, Bishop of Leribe; it was he .who had introduced the 
CLC's into Lesotho. The Mass was followed by supper togeth 
er and then a social gathering, which the Bishop stayed on 
for. At the social gathering there were songs, jokes, per­
formances and a few speeches of thanks from the Bishop, 
Jose and Patrick. The course took place on the campus of 
the Leribe Agricultural College, and a number of the stu­
'dents and staff. were invited to our gathering. Some of 
them. remarked how astonished and impressed they were by our 
silence during the retreat - so much so that they fel t them 
selves entering into a deep silence. ­

After early Mass and breakfast on the morning of the 
20th, we packed our bags and off we went, filled 'with the 
Spirit and ready to share the Good News of the Father's 
love with our people. 
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WE AIlE A WORLD COMMUNITY! 

. '­

In :thi~ . i~l.lue 06 FJz.09Jtel.l~io we ,aJte pleMed :to 
have :the oppoJt:tuni:ty :to publi~h, "We aJte a WOJtld 
Communi:ty'.", by S:tephen JOl.leph, 6Jtom "eTC Link.". 
India. The aJt:tiele pJte~en:t~ veJty well ~ome impoJt 
:tan:t Jte6iee:tioYl.l.l. on ouJt' WOJtld Community. ana 
eould pJto 6i..:tably be uMid by ouJt gJtoup~', a~ paJt:t 
06 :theiJt own 60Jtma:tion PJtoee~l.l. 

Providence'S2 has been described as a landmark in the 
history of the CLC's. The de~ision to be a World CommUnity 
marked a new stage in their growth process. It was a moment 
of grace, says Fr. Juan Ochagavia, 5.J., a startling dis­
play of God's power over human weakness. 

Has' this momentous decis ion of the World Assembly made 
any 'differerice to us?· Has it had any impact on our atti­
tudes arid our way' of living the eLC ch·arism? What is our 
role - as individuals and as groups ... in the process of 
becoming a World Community? 

We owe it to our CLC vocation to try first to under­
stand the deep me aning and implicat ions 0 f what it is to be 
'a World Communi ty so that we may' effectively play our role 
in it. " , 

Essence of Community 

Communion with God and with one another --" a~ :the Fa­
:theJt and I aJte one!'· (In. 17: 21) -- this defines the essence 
of Communi ty. ' 

Our communion with. God is reflected in, and measured 
against, our communion with one another. "16 anyone I.lay~, 
, I love Go d' , and ha:tel.l hil.lbJto:thiJt. heil.la liaJt •. . And 
:thil.l eomma,l1dmen:t we have 6Jtom fUm, :tha:t he who lovuGod 
~hould love hil.l bJto:theJt al~o" (1 In.4:20,2l). Our communion 
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with our brothers and sisters, then, becomes the standard 
test that reveals our communion with God. 

The word "communion" has a deeper significance than 
meets the eye. It corresponds to the Greek word koinonia, 
frequently used in CLC spirituality.' Koinonia implies a 
close fellowship, a deep friendship, an interior relation­
ship between persons. It is the union of people who come 
together for a common end, a sharing of their :j.ives, gifts 
and goods in generosity and self-forgetfulness. It is the 
antithesis of egoism. 

The CLC World Community aspires to be such a communion, 
koin'ohia. "To :take adec.L61.on 1.n6avoulL 06 a WOlLtdc.ommun1. 
tlj, says Fr. Ochagavia. 1..6 :to op:t 60lLd c.to.oelL and mOlLe 
1.n:t1.ma:te c.ommun1.:ty bond; 60lL glLea:telL un1.on, 6lLa:telLn1.:tlj and 
tove be:tween :the membelL.6; 60lL c.ommun1.c.ation. 1:t meaM a 
e.o nc.e.lLn :tha:t e.ae.h memb elL, eac.h 9 lLO up, eac.hVa:t1.o nat Communi 
tlJ .6 halLe. w1.:th and e.ommun1.c.a:te :to O:the.lL.6 wha:t eac.h one 1.-;; 
and pOMeMe.6. 1:t i.6 e.ommun1.c.a:t£ng .in glLe.a:telL jOlj and ge­
nelLoJ..i:tlj. 1:t i.J.. a e.one.e.lLn 60lL,a C.tO.6e.lL e.ottabolLa:t1.on 1.11. :the 
miM1.on 06ChlLi.6:t:to .6elLVe. :the. GOJ..pe.t. Att:tha:t 1..6 ko1.nonia'. 

Community in CLC Tradition 

The concept of communi ty is by no means new to the CLC' s . 
We know from the early history of St. Ignatius and his "nine 
friends in the Lord" that they experienced a deep union of 
hearts and minds after their complete surrender to the love 
of Christ in the Spiritual ExerCises.• The Marian Congrega­
tions too encouraged and fostered mutual union and service. 

The authors of the General 'Principles were so permeated 
with the idea of, community that they changed the name of 
"Congregation" into that of "Community". We know that it w,as 
not just a question of a change of name. 

The· General Pr incittles, in fact, advocate a strong com 
munity spirit within t e federative movement and beyond: 
" OulL lLe..6poM1.b1.ti:tlj :to deve.top :the bond.6 06 c.ommun.i.:tlj ,doe.6 
no:tJ..:top wi:th oulL own glLoup, bu:t e.x:te.nd.6 :to a,tt :the. 6e.de.,lLa 
tive. mo ve.men:t, :to :th,e. ee.cte..6iat communitie.J.. a6 which we 
alLe palL:t (pau.6h, dLoc.e..6e), :to :the. whote ChUlLc.h and :to att 
men 06 ,goo d witt" (GP 6). 

If, then, we have already been living the reality of 
communi ty, what is the significance of the present deci­
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sion to be a World Community? IIThetJtanl.l'[t'[on, says Fr. 
Ochagavia, nJtom a WOJtld FedeJtat,[on to a Woltld CommuMty 
,[.6 not l.l0 muc.h a tltanl.l,[tion nJtom one oJtganil.lational and l.l0 
c.ial l.ltftuc.tuJte to ana theJtl.ltftuc.tt:iJi:i, bu.t ftatheJt to a new 
l.lpiJtil-- a l.lpiJtLt 06 lioLnonla, 06· mutuc(ll.lhaJting in the 
peJtl.lpec.tive 00 the good 06 the whole" . 

Our Role in the World Community 

The decision to be a World Community gives us a new 
spirit, a new direction which, in its turn, brings with it 
new challenges, new goals, a new role to play.. We are call 
ed upon to playa new role in. promoting a sense of commun1 
ty, the spirit of koinonia at the local, national and wOl\la 
levels. 

Tony Martyris, in his talk at the All·India CLC Insti 
tute held in Bombay last May, suggested several concrete 
steps we could take in order to enhance the sense of com­
munity among us: remembering one another's birthdays, visit 
ingone another especially when sick, helping one another 
in distress and loneliness,. comforting each other in sor­
row and travail, rejoicing in each othei's joys and succes 
ses ,actively participating in company programmes and re-=­
creational club activiti~s, sharing information, resources, 

. time, etc. More importantly, gEltting to know each other 
better a.s fellow human beings rather than only as co-workers, 
accepting each other fully as we are, and loving each other 
in the true spirit of the Gospel •.. 

If our communion with Chris.t, the experience of His 
love, is the source of community, then we have several ways 

·of·nourishing this source. This communion grows through an 
"intimate undeJtl.ltanding and ftelil.lh" (Sp.Ex.2) of the Word 
of God. It is also nourished through our participation in 
the Eucharist, the sacrament of unify, leading us to ., a 
c.onc.ftete expeJt,[enc.e 06 unity in love and ac.t,[on' (GP 6). 
Again. meeting with the Lord in prayer, as seen in the Gospel 
accounts of the appearances of the Risen Jesus, draws us. in 
to a certain intimacy. ­

Our communion with the Lord transforms itself into 
mission and service of the world -- "l.l 0 that the wOJtld may 
believe!' (In 17:23). In CLC spirituality, prayer always 
leads to mission. It is a mission that is discerned individ 
ually and communally. The more we -- and our groups -- are 
mission - oriented, the more we reflect our communion with 
God. 
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As we havea.lready noted, St. Ignatius and his compan 
ions' experienced a deep sense of communion after their to=­
tal surrender to the love of Christ through the Spiritual 
Exercises. The Exercises, whether. as a retreat experience 
or as a spiri tual pedagogy,. are a special wayof nourishing 
our communion in Christ. It is for this reason that' Rome 
and Providence' greatly encouraged all CLC members to fre­
quently experience the Exercises. 

To promote a sense of communi ty a.t the National and 
World levels. Providence stressed the need for fostering 
in us an awareness of. our world reality, an awareness that 
we are united in the call of participating in ,the mission 
of Christ. This should create in us a strong desire to know 
what is happening in other parts of the World, toh,elp and 
pray for one another, to be in contact with the Executive 
Council, etc. Hence the importance of exchange of information 
publications, posters, audio-visual materials -- exchange 
of resource mat~rialsand formation personnel. 

Finally, our aspirations ·for a World Community can be 
best. fulfilled through a deeper living in union'with Mary, 
our model, in whom, as the Latin American delegation at 
Providence said, "(LJte. £ncdfl,nate.d haitrlloni.ou.6tya:nd e.66i.-" 
c.i.e.ntty, the. vatue.J.:. we. .want to announce. to the. woJtld : . 6i.­
de.li.ty to the. FatheJt, dedic.ation :to ChJti.J.:.t and HiJ.:. c.auJ.:.e, 
6arni.l,.yli.le, the di.gni.:ty 06wotik.qu..£e:tneJ.:.J.:. lind J.:.i.lnpl£c.i.ty 06 
l..£6e J.:.:tyle, love-and dedi.c.at..£onto :the. Chu1tch". Inculcating 
these values, in our l~ves, the delegation adds, will,help 
us to be 1/ mOJte i.denti.6i.ed wLth the WOJttd Communi.ty,i.nc.JteaJ.:. 
i.ng ouJt uni.ty a.nd a.poJ.:.toli.c J.:.tJtength". . ­

Stephen J OJ.:. eph 
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