JULY 1983 SUMMARY

o - o -

52nd Year
N. 4 - OUR NEW WORKING-GROUPS
by J0SE GSELL «uueeecnesnns. SO 2
- LUXEMBOURG'83 by Cora SIM ........... 8

YOUTH-PROGRESSIO

~ INTRODUCTION by Paco SANZ +eeinevnvrennennn 13

- DECLARATIONS ON YOUTH +vvvenvennnnnennnenn 15
- WEEK-END IN FRENCH-SPEAKING BELGIUM '

by Bernadette DELFORGE .........cccvveinnnns 18

- A CLC'ER IN ACTION

by Stephen JOSEPH ...c.vcivnrnvnensns 21

JAPAN o e vereeeeenennnns 24

= NEWS FROM = pol TyTA e neenennnns 26

CANADA +vuuvenns 28

- CONTRIBUTIONS FROM - prpnbth «eeeee--- 3

PUBLICATION OF THE WORLD FEDERATION OF CHRISTIAN LIFE
COMMUNITIES = C.P. 6139 + Borgo S. Spirito 5 * 00195 ROME #*
ITALY " ENGLISH-SPANISH-FRENCH EDITIONS. EDITOR: José GSELL




OUR WORKING GROUPS: THEIR INSPIRATION

PROGRESSIO, in publishing 1its special number last
January, and in its recent Supplement, The CLC Werld Com-
Cmundity i ohdgin and meaning o4 Providence'8?, has spread

widely the experience of the last World Assembly of the
CLC's, ' o : :

" Providence '82 has been an important event for a num-
ber of reasons. In the first place, there was the general
consensus which expressed itself ina practically unanimous
vote in favour of the World Community. This consensus alone
would make an Assembly worthwhile! But there are other sig
nificant factors which have strongly emerged, and which re
veal something important about the development of our Com
munity. By way of examples, we might mention how the work |
of the Assembly high-lighted the xofe 04 Marny in oun com- |
munity, and the Sense o4 the Chuxrch. !

These aspects are not new. There have been many signs
and indications that the renewal of the CLC's had led them
back to the specific characteristics, one after the other,
of their origins. The examples we have just given from the
Assembly at Providence are a clear demonstration that the
World Community was very much aware of these characteris-
tics and saw itself living them as integral parts of its
way of life. In other words, what appeared at Providence
was not the result of any external pressure, but a mani-
festation of the interior 1ife of the CLC's - a life that
had been fostered through the experience of the Spiritual |
Exercises. This manifestation of the interior life of the
Community showed that it had reached a stage inits growth, |
as a Community, when i1t was able to, and wanted to, assume |
full responsibility for its own specific characteristics,
and what they imply. It is not a question of praising the !
CLC's:; all of us are aware of our weaknesses as a Communi- ;
ty. However, it remains true that a World Assembly is like
a barometer which gives a reading of the real situation of |
a Community and its aspirations. From the exchanges be- |
tween the representatives of 44 countries, there emerged &
common agreement on the weaknesses and needs all felt, and!
on the hopes they shared. Our Assemblies are key moments ;
for us as they give us the opportunity to survey and to e-
valuate the CLC reality throughout the world.

* * *




Against the background of this very rich experience
of Providence, the members of the Executive Council met at
the beginning of April, to work together for one week. The
work to be done centred around choosing the appropriate
means for the Community to develop further and to serve,
in Ffidelity to the grace that Providence had been. What
concrete means would foster the seeds sown at Providence?

After reviewing and studying the recommendations and
proposals made by the Assembly, the Executive Council de-
cided to set up 12 working-groups. It assigned to each
group a certain task and definite time in which to achieve
it. Once the task is completed,the working~-group disbands,
making room for further initiatives. If there is need, the
group can be reconstituted. We have, then, a flexible
structure, geared to needs as they appear. The groups rely
on the active collaboration of their members and involve a
wide range of people. In this way, the development and the
service of the CLC's can become more explicitly communitar
ian, and the responsibility for these more broadly shared.

Initially, some 80 members from 27 countries have been
asked to participate in this work. The responses that are
coming in are most encouraging.It need hardly be said that
this first step is to be improved on, as a wider and more
equitable distribution of the work is highly desirable.
Nevertheless, one can say that we have got away to a good
start, as the style and the spirit of this first step are
very promising. ’

What, then, are the concrete orientations to be taken
up by the groups, and what is the sense of their mandates?

1. Thinking with the Church

" the decisdlon o4 Provddence shows a profound desdine
to seek the monre undvensal good. The numenrous desines fon-
mulated therne are all contained {n one aspiration - to Live
Vatican 1T, as the Manian Congregations 4in hoamen times
dinected all thein effonts towands implementing the Councdd
of Trent” (J. Ochagavia S.J.; Progressio Sumplement,20-21;
p.73). To assimilate more deeply the spirit of the Second
Vatican Council, and to express this spirit concretely in
our choices, this working-group will function as a meeting
point between the experiences that are going on and the
reflections they provoke. The aim of this work is to help
us in concrete situations (local, mnational), by shedding
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light on our choice through aprofound sense of the Church;
and to help us develop this sensitivity which instinctively
chooses the ways and means in tune with the teaching of the
Council. In other words, it is a question of helning us make
the connection between the objective priorities of the Church
and our own particular concrete commitments.The results of
this work will appear in the form of practical ways for im
plementiny the spirit of Vatican II.

2. North-South Dialogue

The successful outcome of this dialogue is one of the
challenges facing the world of today. What does this dialo
gue mean for us? What can we contribute? The Conference of
International Catholic Organisations has already taken up
this pressing theme, and a first response on our part is our
serious collaboration. Other avenues for contributing may
open up for us, and the aim of this groupwill be to reflect
on concrete ways which can further us in our movement to-
wards becoming "one world". Ancther aspect of this theme
concerns twinning between national communities,which began
some ten years ago. This operates in terms of a special re
lation between two countries whereby they undertake to share
each other's riches. In spite of progress in this area,and
valuable experiences, it has to be said that too often twin-
ning is dominated by one country giving financial assistance |
to another. We still have to evaluate all the contributions
that can be made in this area, and to reconsider twinning, !
in the context of a north-south dialogue, as an exchange|
between equals.

%Z. Continuing theological Reflection

In the context of fostering a deeper sense of the
Church, this group has the task of providing backgroundi
reflections for coming to a balanced and sensitive judgment;
of contemporary events in the world, and also pf develop-|
ments in our own World Community. By way of an example, we
might cite the service rendered by Juan Ochagavia S.J., in:
the last Supplement of Progressio {no.20-21): there he has
enlightened our understanding and refined our appreciation;
of Providence '82, through portraying this event in the
light of the teaching of the Second Vatican Council and our!
Ignatian charism. At the same time, he has deepened our:
sense of the Church. The need is felt for a continuing;
theolopgical reflection which will be a solid basis for the:
future development of our Community and root us firmly in;
the mainstream of the Church. ’




4. Mary, model for our Mission

The task given to this group is to promote the role
of Mary, as model of our mission. We venerate the Mother
of God in a special way, but this devotion should become
conformity to her example in the service of her Son. It is
interesting to note that this task has been entrusted to
two national communities (from Latin America and Oceania),
with one person named as being responsible {for coordinat-
ing the two communities. In this way, the hope is to tap
the rich experiences people have and to associate in this
work a wide range of members from different milieux, age-
groups and backgrounds. :

5. Family Life

Eipht CLC couples, from different countries, have been
asked to reflect on and to share their experience of fam-
ily life. We all know that the family is the basic unit
which appreciably conditions our attitude and our contri-
bution to the world around us, and to the Church. Taking
the Apostolic Exhortation, Famifiaris Consortio, of John
Paul II as a basic text for reflection, this group will
work through this document, pick out the aspects or themes
which more deeply affect us (because of their importance
or significance for us, given the atmosphere in which we
live}, and finally reflect and exchange on these aspects.
The result of this work 1is intended as a service not only
to CLC families but also as a contribution to the pastoral
care of the family.

6. Youth

The mandate for this group is basedona brief inquiry
that Paco Sanz carried out after Providence. It is oriented
to the participation of youth in the mission and service
of the World Community, within each one's regional and cul
tural context, and in accordance with the teaching of the
Church. Young people are a priority in the world of today
and the Church - especially through the appeals of John
Paul IT and the directives of different Episcopal Confer-
ences - is constantly drawing the attention of christians
to the men and women of the future. The Youth group,
through reflecting on and sharing their experiences, hopes
to offer ways and means for helping young people, in their
particular situation, interiorise and then spread around
them a real participation in the mission of the Church.




7. Ad Hoc Commission

This group carries on the work of the previous Ad Hoc
Commission. Its task is to reconsider our structures and
our juridical texts (General Principles, Statutes), and to
propose to the next fGeneral Assembly desirable changes
which will better express the CLC reality, as it revealed
itself at Providence. This work will be carried out in
consultation and communication with all the natiomnal com-
munities.

The five groups which remain are all concerned with
different aspects of formation. They are:

8. Formation of guides, assistants and group leaders

Experience has taught us that the development of a
group depends, to a large extent, on the guidance it re-
ceives. The quality of the service that is given and the
specific contribution of those who carry a responsibility
guarantee to a CLC group the best possible conditions for
growth. This working group which has been formed topromote
the formation of guides, assistants and group leaders,
will first of all clarify the different roles of these
three. Then it will make available appropriate means (se-
minars, courses, documentation) for helping national com~
munities in their work of formation. It will diversify its
service so as to respond toneeds which appear - groups just
beginning, youth groups, groups in a stage of transition,
successive stages for groups...

9. Introduction to the Spiritual Exercises
This working-group will be involved in two areas.’ One

area concerns all the forms of preparation and the means |

which help people acquire the necessary maturity in the dif

ferent facets of their life, so that they can profitably
- enter into the experience of the Exercises. The other area |

concerns retreat experiences where the person makes ''some

Exercises" - how to do this so that the person benefits from |

the experience?

10. Ignatian forms of Prayer

The mandate here is to diffuse information and mater- !

ial on the different forms of prayer that we find in the
Spiritual Exercises. There is-a great richness and an e-

normous variety here which we are convinced 1is not being]|
exploited, either during retreats (which are often tool
short) or outside retreat. The task consists in presenting

the different forms of prayer in contemporary language, in

6 -

I
v
3

s ———




making them known, and helping people understand how to in
troduce them and how to practise them.

11. The Exercises in Daily Life

The promotion of the Exercises in daily life corresponds
to a need that is making itself felt more andmorewidely.
The task of this group is to be concerned both with the dif
fusion of experiences and information coming from people
who have either given or made the Exercises in daily life,
and also with the formation of guides.

12. Bulletin on Church Documents and Social Analysis

Many people know the documents of the Church through
what is said in the press. Nevertheless, often these need
to be explained and opened up for people coming from diffe
rent backgrounds. So the task here 1is to offer material,
through a bulletin, which will help our groups read,under-
stand and assimilate the content of the more important do-
cuments, within the context of their CLC way of life. lee
wise, the aim is also to help our members read a social si
tuation and 1to gather information which will lead to a
further discernment.

These,then, are the first decisions taken by the Exe-
cutive Council as a follow-up to Providence. The working-
groups mentioned are by no means a sudden inspiration;rath
er. their mandates correspond to the needs and recommenda-
tions expressed at the Assembly. It is ourhopethai.ascach
group undertakes its task and follows it through, in this
way we will be giving a first response to the grace of Pro
vidence'82. The fact that two thirds of the people avnproach
ed have already replied and that their letters express in-
terest and enthusiasm for the work asked of them reinfor-
ces the conviction that Providence was not only an Assembly.
It is, also, a spirit that goes before us and which, while
taking account of our inevitable fumblings and weaknesses,
ultimately produces results that are an expression of the
source which inspires it. As we know from Scripture, the
Lord always blesses and accompanies those who say YES tollis
invitation.

José GSELL




LUXEMBOURG 83

Cora SIM

In answer to the invitation of the Luxembourg CLC Com
munity, José and I attended the European meeting of Presi-
dents,Assistants and European link persons of each national
community which took place in that small, beautiful city
from April 29 to May 2nd. The weather was bright and sunny
when we arrived. It was to be a good indicator of the pro-
ceedings of the meeting. Everyone was given a warm welcome
by the Luxembourg CLC members.One already gets a good first
impression of their disponibility at this point.,ever ready
to serve in whatever way. The impression grew into admira
tien as the days went on, with the occasions to see how
they worked to keep the meeting going,share with them during
prayer time, breaks and meals...

It was a grand reunion, meeting persons I have known
from different assemblies - Manila, Rome and most recently
Providence. It was most encouraging too to see new faces,
especially young ones: Mario from Portugal,Fatima and Iris
from Switzerland,Inma and Javier from Spain,Marceline from
Malta, etc. All the 14 European National Communities were
represented,

On Friday evening, April 292, Lucie opened the meeting
with a word of welcome and Fr. Klopp, assistant of the
Luxembourg CLC, said the opening prayer. There were the
usual introductions of those present. The day ended with
the celebration of the Eucharist by Werner from Switzerland,
who also gave the meditation points for the personal prayer
and sharing of the following morning. There was, however,
quite a number who held their last session of the evening
at the basement bar! )

The program of the two full days of the meeting is
packed. It starts at 7:15 with personal prayer and sharing
in small groups and goes until 10:00 in the evening for the
evaluation of the day and the meditation points given by
Jacques de 1'Arbre s.j. from Luxembourg.

Saturday, April 30, we continue to have a beautiful,
sunny day, and so is the atmosphere of the meeting. The |
morning session is dedicated to listening to the report
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of each national community on the question: "What were the
reactions and how have we realised the call to a World Com
munity in our country after Providence?" For almost "all
the National Communities, except Portugal and Switzerland,
it was a time spent mostly to sensitise the members about
the experience at Providence and the process is still going
on in most countries,

Portugal considers itself still avery young federation
in the process of building its national community, with a
sign of hope as members begin to make the Exercises.It was
said that the call to the Kingdom cannot be limited simply
to a "small" Kingdom. In Switzerland, the seeds have just
been sown and hopefully as the members also begin to make
the 8-day retreat and have contacts with other national
communities, 1like Germany, by attending their formation
courses, these will blossom to CLC. But in the meantime,
it is still premature to speak of the World Community.

There were other aspects mentioned in the reports.
French-speaking Belgium spoke about the important but dif-
ficult task of communicating the idea of the World Commu-~
nity to its members as most of them are youth CLC's still
in need of a greater awareness of the world we live in.But
the reaction was positive and there was a clear demonstra-
tion of interest for the World Community. However, the
members expressed their fear that these be just big words; .
there is need for concrete action, however small. France
also spoke about not limiting the World Community to words
but that it be expressed in action leading to the universal
mission. Germany mentioned the social dimension, the need
to rouse the consciousness of their members to their personal
responsibility in building a world of justice and peace and
not to leave decision-making only to influential people.It
gave a specific suggestion that the European CLC community
look into the European life-style tosee its effects .on the
other parts of the world. Spain, though also only a young
community ahout to have its first national meeting in July,
said that from the beginning the world dimension is already
incorporated into the existence of the communities. The
members are aware of their belonging to a wider community,
like the sense of belonging to the universal Church - being
young has its own advantages.

For the afternoon session,the participants were asked
to reflect about what they had heard and as anational dele
gation to come up with the challenges the European CLC's are
faced with and the priorities for the future of the European
community.We sat the rest of the afternoon to listen to the

-9
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suggestions of each national community which were summarised
for the session of the following day. We had Eucharist to
end the day's work. Jean-Claude Hollerich, our good friend
at the World Secretariate,announced during Mass that today
is a great feast in honor of Our Lady of Luxembourg.

Sunday, May lst, the rain had started to pour since
early morning. Sailing was to be rough in today's session.
The suggestions given the previous day were summarised as
follows:

1) need for Contacts: a) personal, individual
b) exchange of publications
c) East Europe
d) address 1list
e) twinning

2} Courses: a) information on specific subjects
like Spiritual Exercises
) b) formation at European level. for
both youth and adults
¢) summer holiday

3) Meetings: - a) grass-root level
' b) assistants
¢} work camps

4} Integration of youth in the whole movement
5) Amendments to the European Team Charter

One got the impression that the cart was being put before
the horse and for this reason it was not possible to move
ahead but only to go around in circles.” The suggestions
summarised were all means, but for what purpose - nobody
seemed to know. Somebody threw in a suggestion to the floor
to start first with the aim; it was to remain on the floor.
Spain, Italy and Malta specifically mentioned the mission
and service aspect but this was neither given inthe summary
nor picked up in the plenary session.As ifmatters were not
complicated enough,proposal for anew European Team Charter
was brought up and so discussion went in all directions.
Frustrations were piling up, time running out and pressures
mounting.

Under these circumstances several decisions were taken:

1) to have a European meeting in Netherlands, April 27 to
May 1st, 1984. The dates and place are set.

2) to have a Formation Course similar to Manila Course 11
to be organised by French-speaking Belgium - July 1984,

10 -



3) to hold a summer holiday camp sponsored by the French
CLC's: August 1-10, 1984.

4) to have a European meeting for Presidents, Assistants
and Euro-link persons in Italy from May 3 to 6, 1985,

For the rest of the session of the day,voting was made
on some aspects of the European Team Charter. The term of
office of the European Team was changed from two to four
years and its composition kept to three persons.The members
of the new European Team are : Antoinette Borda (Malta) -
coordinator, Dermot O'Connor(England and Wales)and Clement
Mercadal (France). After the elections of the new ET,there
were expressions of gratitude and appreciation for the out
going team.

The Bishop of Luxembourg, Msgr. Jean Hengen.,celebrat-
ed Mass with us. After supper he gave what could have been
an interesting talk about European Institutions,the Church
and their relationship with one another, the need for more
lay participation and collaboration in the life of the
Church. Bt delivered at the end of such a heavy day, it
was a challenge to keep awake and be attentive. Everyone
had great admiration for. Dermot who did a rcal service
translating for us.

londay, May 2nd, the final half day of the meeting.We
started early with Mass. The program of the morning had to
be changed.Instead of spending the whole morning in groups
of Assistants, of Presidents, of Euro-link persons and of
youth, and a plenary session to listen to the reports of
these four groups, there was a request that the reports be
submitted and given to the participants at a later date and
to use the plenary session for an evaluation of the meeting.
The request was granted.

There was a general feeling of disappointment expressed
during the evaluation:disappointment that there was neither
orientation nor direction agreed upon on how the European
Community can implement the decision of PROVIDENCE towards a
World Community,great disappointment thatmission and sery
ice where the European CLC can look concretely into their
relationship with their brothers and sisters in the other
parts of the world, especially Latin America,Asia and Afri
ca, was hardly taken into consideration except at the last
hour of the meeting, disappointment that there was a marked
lack of prayer and reflection in the proceedings, disap~
pointment that no link was made between the meeting and Pro
vidence which could have been most helpful especially at

- 11
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the start, disappointment and pain that only one language
(English) was insisted upon in a meeting of Presidents and
Assistants where decisions had to be taken. It was certain
ly not elating to end the meeting on such a negative note’,

This poses a tremendous challenge to the European CLC's
and especially to the new European Team. Will they be able
to take the evaluation positively and profit from this ex-
perience and look more closely and concretely into its role
in the World Community? Will it be a sign of hope, however
small, to their brothers and sisters in Africa, Asia and
Latin America where the majority are suffering from an un-
just economic order as most of us know? The dates and place
have been set for the next European meeting in 1984; will
serious consideration be given to use this opportunity to
develop one of the most essential aspect of the CLC way of
life: the mission and service of the European CLC in the
¥orld Community?

Several times during the meeting Europe had been com-
pared to a mosaic, made up of pieces of different sizes,
shapes and colors. The mosaic can surely become a beautiful
piece of art if the individual pieces can find their nroper
places and make use of the richness of their cultures and
their resources to create the European CLC identity.
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SOON TO APPEAR - A SERIES OF EIGHT BOOKLETS GIVING
THE THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AND
PRACTICAL GUIDELINES FOR THE FORMATION OF YOUTH
LEADERS (FORPYL - Formation Program for Youth
Leaders) . - -

Based on the experiences of the CLC's in Chile,
and at present being used by different dioceses,
it is a program covering several week-ends spread
throughout the vear. '

The first four booklets will be available at the
end of October 1983 and the other four at the
beginning of 1984. Those interested may request
for them at the CLC Secretariate

Cc.P. 6139

00195 Rome - Italy
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Dear frlends, o - .

In this issue of YOUTH- PROGRESSIO Iwould like to shdre

With you how I see the contribution of .youth in the CLC's.
taking shape since the Assembly at Providence and after the . ¢
recent meeting of the World Ex-Co. I would also like to =~ ¢

share my experience in the/Executive Council.

Of course I am not an expert” in this matter but I

believe the basic idea is clear:-.we,the youth,are all part
of the whole CLC movement since we- share in. the same Igna-

tian spirituality. Furthermore, our life and our groups
are open to the deepening of our relationship with Christ
and to following Him in the service of all men/women. It
is also evident that there are some specific characteristics

which mark our reality as youth in our personal development
and in that of our groups. This can be noted in the aspect

of building a community of Life (personal evaluation, rela
tionships within the group) as well as a communlty'ofFaltH
{(introduction to and first experiences of the Exercises,com
‘munity prayer, revision of life), and lastly acommunltyof

Action (discovering the world that surrounds us and giving’

our response. to it).

A1l this produces, besides great richness because it

is a'process of continuous discovery, also some needs. For - |

example: the need of a pedagogy of the CLC formation pro-
cess adapted to groups which are just starting,introduction
" to the experience of . the Exercises, orientation for the

stage of transition from pre-communities to CLC's...0On the_

other hand, we have a special desire to share our experi-
.ences and ideas with others and we have a particular con-

tribution to give in the NlSSlon and Service dimension of

the World CLC Community.

. Tn thlS nerspectlve are to be seen the orientations
of the World Assembly and the later work of the Fx Co which
sought to implement these 1deas.

This is clearly seen in the fact that the issues I have
first mentioned, and many others, are taken up in the work

- 13
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ing - groups and th fcdm51551ohs : and that there are. youth

. members: present imn,each of these working-groups and commis ¢

sions,. to contribute not so much techrical knowledge as
their experlences based on membershlp in their own local
~groups. One working group will develop the specific theme
of the contribution of youth in the mission and service of
the World CLC. : : :

The important question of communlcatlon' can be .met
through publicising in YOUTH PROGRESSIO reunions which take
place, our presence and participation in meetings of ‘local
“groups which deal with the question of the development of
the World Community and other matters more directly affect
ing young people. In this way there will be an on-going
exchange amongst all of us, and we will all be moving to-
gether S :

: As you may be aware, many of these projects have been
started and worked on prev1ously some are being undertaken
for the first time,but whichever be the case, their future -
now depends on us. -

: I have nromlsed to speak about my experience in the
Ex-Co. Those of you who were at Providence will surely
‘remember ‘how my being a membeér .of the Ex-Co came as a
surprise” From that time on until the present moment,
I can share w1th you a number of things: the satisfaction I
feel to work in the Ex-Co as a community at the service of
the world CLC in a spirit of openness and discernment; and
alsc that my contribution to the Ex-Co "is not so much in
terms of "techniques" or ideas but rather the experience I
have, in being rooted in my own daily 1life, 1in my local
- CLC group ‘and 1n what I receive from other communltles.

- Well, I should end now. In the next issues of PROGRES
"SI0 we w111 have the chance to-share more extensively the
ideas that have been brought out here and those that you
~may suggest. In this issue you will find some material to
“help your reflection on  ¥youth groups. and CLC mission and
service.  These documents express what the ChurchllaS‘Ujsay
‘to the youth of today

Hope to hear. from you soomn.

“Paco SANZ




MANDATE OF THE WORKING GROUP ON YOUTH

To make explicit what is the part1c1pat10n - of
youth in the world CLC mission and service,accord
ing to each regional and cultural Context and
the teaching of the Church, and to share experi-
. ences in this field. S :

We publish befow the declanations made on this subject
by the bishops of Latin Amernica and Europe. Declara-, .
tions made by bishops of othen continents will be

given in subsequent {ssues. {le Lnvite oun youth g&oupé“ﬁ

' to participate in the wornk of the Youth group in CLC
Mission and Service by sending us ZLhein neflections,
suggestions, ... THANK YOoU,

At Pueblfa {January 1979)

... The document starts with an analysis of the situa

“tion of youth in Latin America. It points out the contrasts. = -

in the socio-economic condition of young people - (Puebla
nos. 1175-1177). The majority of the population  is poor .
and young. Therefore, the preferential options for youth
and the poor are closely linked together.On the other hand,

the Conference makes reference to the 5061alcharacter15tlcs,"

of youth; among those pointed out are their authenticity,
their .sensitivity to social problems, their 1legitimate
political concerns and the clear awareness,of their social
power. At the same time, the Church perceives that youth
lack balanced guidance and adequate social and political
formation (1170-1172). ‘ C

Before this reality the Church shows her confidence in

" the youth because they are her hope and because she sees in
them a great power for evangelisation, a dynamic force in

the social and -ecclesial body (1186)..

The pastoral concern for youth which Puebla presents
can be characterlsed by its global approach in as much as
it tries to embrace the whole of youth, through the diffe-
rentiation it makes with regard'to various sectors(students, -
peasants ,workers) (1187), and it is articulated in terms of-
.the stages of development in. the formation and commitment
of youth.




Furthermore : X 1 onc 1
"start from social real1ty it has’ to 1eadfto aadeepenlng in
- faith, to a growth in communion’' with GCod and with others
“and to open channels where youth can part1c1pate actively
in the Church and in the transformatlon of society (1187).

In this sense the. youth movements and communities and
the centers of christian education should offer a formation
understood as a process of education in the faith. This
-process = appears .in Puebla with specific characteristics,
and it is worth recalling. o

F1rst of all, the process is Tooted in Christ,God and
Man (1194). 1t calls to conversion and leads to a serious.
spirituality based - on prayer and on the knowledge of the |
Word of God (1195) and to solidarity in Christ with one's— |
“ brothers .and sisters (1194). , ‘

The formation of youth}nw to ‘include a gradual socio-
political preparation in accordance with the social doctrine
of the Church [1196) This will allow them to develop -a
“critical sense in front of the bombardment of mass media,
. -and also to develop a better discernment of 1deologles and
‘fpolltlcal commitments (1197) ,

, -The Church at Puebla sees. the mission to youth as be-
~ing linked with establishing the civilization of peace and
justice, which she refers to as 'the civilization of love"
(1188), through communion: with God and with men/women ,
especially by announcing the Good News to the poorest, a
message which should include promotion of the human person
~in accordance w1th their condltlen as children of God(475)

, "This pastoral concern for youth w111 be a service of
joy and of hope which will transmit the. good news of salva
tion to a world which is  oftentimes sad, - ephressed and
- despairing, in search of its liberation". (John Paul II -
12053, S

~ (Taken from "Fe Cristiana y Compromiso Social”,
Department of social Action - CELAM, edited by
Plerre Blgo s.j. and - Fernando Bastos de Avila
s.j. C461-462). , :




FOURTH SYHPOQIUH OF THE EUROPEAN BISHOPS, ON THE THEME
' "Vauth and Falith"

(Rome,,June 19-21, 1979)

The conclusions of the Symposium:

- The Bishops returned home with a deeper knowledge of the
diversity of young. people in the different countries. Veryf
different socio-cultural situations were thorougly gone in
to, and at the same time, certain common approaches clearly
appeared which, given the plurality of 'the forms of evange
lisation, allow a commen, fundamental orientation for the
service of young people today. o

- Perhans the Church has never been more preoccupled with
‘young people, and yet many distance themselves from her.
The values, the language, the mentality and the life-style
of young peonle are by no means identified with the values
that the Church represents or seems to represent in their
-eyes. They expect above all from the Church that she should
be faithful to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and create for
them the possibility of being able to experience true free
‘dom - the freedom which is so seriously threatened today

- The Bishops are Convlnced ‘that it is necessary for- them
to establish personal contact with young .people:the Gospel.
cannot take root among young people without the active pre
sence and commitment of the Bishops. For this mission, the
Bishops should be able to count on the collaboration of the
whole christian community, - especially.on the priests and
lay people engaged in the formation of youth.

- The young neople themselves should be ' the -educators’ of
their companions, belng with- them ‘to create communlt1es of
faith and hope. .

- The extension of the time spent at school calls for aSpe
cific pastoral approach. Explicitly announcing and witness
ing to the Gospel are necessary at this age when the perso
nality beglns to mature and when the capacity to be criti=
cal of one's milieu is formed.

- The urgency of evangelisation, at the service of young»
people, imposes on our ecclesial communities,at all levels,

a better division of present apostolic resources, people

know1ng one another and one another's experlences and also

an effective pastoral COOleH&thn

(From "Documentation Catho£&que", Juky 15, 1979, p. 668}.
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WEEK END IN FRENCH- SPEAKING BELGI
' {mgzeue, 25-27 Febmmg 2933)

" "Excuse me, Miss, do you think society is happy?".
" Some weeks ago, someone stopped me on the street and posed |
the quest1on, and I just answered him qu1te ev351vely :

Soc1ety Justice! Peace!Just words, all of them! Wordsi
" whose value we have often pondered upon; those nights ‘asi
students whenwe ''would re-build the world around a table, at}
the corner of a,coffe shop ”‘Vords which I often hear spoken:
of around me with "yes" and '"we do what we can'...And somei
sentences that go like: "Life is but a game'... or ‘‘once ap
person is content with themself, everything else follows.''}
Daily life dampens ourenthu51asm. Above all no one Should:
be naive or a simpleton.

, Nevgrtheléss, there is God. I believe that, with myt
‘head, with my reasoning.l would have wanted to believe with
my heart. I would have wanted to feel the warmth of this
~ Divine Love. To move from a reasonable .and '"reasoned" faith
to areal leap towards God...dlfflcult”above all, if alone.
Perhaps with the CLC's? Perhaps!

. Yes, this is what I expect from the new CLC teams of
" young adults which Fr. Michel Ulens will be launching at
Verviers.Not one, but two! Two teams of young adults search
. ing, groping, moving ahead. And because they are already

plungedljithe somewhat rude realities of life, their search
is loaded with a certain quallty'andauthent1c1ty very rlcP

to share.

And so as a young ambassador of the team of Vervierg

I travel this Friday evening to Diglette. I carry with ms
the hope of finding myself face to face with myself and with
God; -always with the same "leitmotif™ : to be. content witk
- myself... but with God, if possible! It never occurred t¢
- me that this group of some 40 youth who were waiting for mg¢
were going to cause an earthquake 1n,my well- establlshen
little plans. , . -

First impressions: faces that express welcome look}
thattrulysee,smlles thatglvejoy A meal which is alreadj
~.a sharing. But. careful There is no questlon.ofremalnlng 1:




these encouraglng flrst 1mpre551ons. For the same evenlng;
the talk of Edouard really shakes us, enlarges our world and
sréaks down' barriers. And so each act we do in our daily
life, each object we possess,is filled with unknown péople
from far away. Will we be able to understand towhat extent
ve depend on persons who perhaps we will never meet? In my
vork, how many persons. are there who 1ntervene "to prenare
the ground” or for whom I prepare it? L

The wor]d,»then, is not justlmrown little world. I am
10t responsible simply to the persons who are close to me.
I already perceive a call to go further. To venture to in-
tervene at a level which.is not my own, in an obvious way.
'o venture to take into account the structures governing
the world, understand their role and their significance,
and to seek - to transform them so that Justlce be not only
1 useless word

Let me recover my breath! Twill need this whole week-
=nd at Diglette to begin to catch a glimpse of the real-
importance of these words. Through small groups, personal
reflexions, prayer. To understand little by little the mean
ing of words such as responsibility, mission, conversion.
6 arrive gently at this hope: I amnot an isolated hoat in
the ocean. I am continually in-contact with a world much
vider than I have ever imagined! -

And I, this small being I believe to be crushed by
forces  beyond me, I can act ‘on this world. I have in my
1ands the possibility to make it better. Even ifit be only
1 drop of water in the ocean. Even if the task seems to me
msurmountable. This is what God asks of me. There lies the
neaning of the word "mission'. And because this is beyond-
ne, because I am but a human being, with my limitations, 1
leed God to bring this about.

At Diglette, my vision takes on another dimension, my
:rayer has a new meaning : when the action posed is beyond
-when human hope is about to be shaken,we can become an
nstrument of the Hope of God. When our forces fail us,
‘here is the Force of the Love of God.

Opposed to this is all thathinders me, that will still
vinder me from actingsolely for God and for what He expects
f me. All thatblocks my confidence - like barriers erected
‘ith spikes that I have patlentlv raised up against others
nd against God. There are ''weapons which I have already
repared to defend myself" before talkingwith others. There

- 19




Es the d1ff1CU~;y' A iy
. pérson who counts-'in my 11fe and to. understandxflnally that
“"I-do not have as$ an obgectlve only the fulfillment of my-

self inwhat I do, but what is rather at stake is the fulfill . -

ment of others™” It is not easy to tear down the barrierS

. that "have protected” us formany .years; nor isit easy even

- to discover where the barriers are and how I am - going to
overcome them. : , : ‘

And finally, there is this basic question : to fight
"for more justice. Yes! Not to accept injustices anymore,
such as a wrong distribution of work or of riches. Agree!
But how? Where to begin? What exactly does God ask of me?
There again, my only recourse 15 to prayer.

To be really aware of all this, and to continue to live
just like before - these two seem tome to be incompatible.
Even if I am only at the beginning of the way, even if there
.are st11},many'open.questlons for me, some thlngsllave'already
; changed :

Just;‘open,the newspaper and read ''the news of the
~world" tinted with a color of love I did not know. I can
no longer stop myself from thinking, while .doingmy courses:
© VIf 4 friend who is less blessé&d than you are were with you,
would you have the ' courage to buy that?"...; a greater
sobriety in life becomes a way of loving. There is born in
me the desire to meet this less favored friend I have just |
- been thinking of. All of a sudden I have the longing to |
know him/her, to know something of his/her life. That is
how prayer has acquired a totally new place in my life;now
it is an encounter of love,a call to go further,a constant
question: "How? What do You want me to do?" - =

» Because all this is new to me, 'because I am full of

‘admaratlon for the .experience of thls week-end,and full of
fear on account of the fragility of my all-too-new hope, I
have the desire to share this with you...‘and to thank all
those who have gone this part of the journey-with me.

Bernadette DELFORGE |




A CLC’ER IN ACTION

In 1977, the air in Borivli, one of the suburbs of
Bombay, was charged with election fever. One of the candi-
dates contesting the Parliamentary seat was making a vehe-
ment speech to a select audience that consisted of many
prominent citizens of Borivli. His election promises made
an impressive list.

After the speech was over, one member of the audience
came to the microphone and made a suggestion. '"These pro-
mises,'" he said, "if fulfilled, will change the face of
Borivli. Why don't we organize ourselves and form an Asso-~
ciation that will keep a check on these promises?" The sug
gestion was enthusiastically accepted.

Thus was born the "Citizens' Forum--Borivli’. The
author of the suggestion was Mr. Joe Fernandes, President
of the All-India CLC Federation.

Today, after five years of its existence and active
involvement of its members, Borivli is a much better place
to live in -- cleaner,safer, more beautiful, having a vari
ety of facilities which are denied to most other towns.Joe
Fernandes is still one of its most active members, being
the Secretary of the Forum. Here are excerpts from an in-
terview with Joe: ’

Q. Joe, I have heard a lot about the Citizens' Forum.A few
months ago,I read an article about its activities in the
newspaper. It seems to have an impressive success story.
To what do you attribute its success?

A. Wekll, At is because we anre Zrying to be closer fto the
people and thein probfems. The Forum has clear obfec-
tives.Tts activities and method o4 functioning are well
delineated. Last but not Reasit, ouns Ls a ghoup of com-
mitted, enthusiasiic memberns.

Q. What are the objectives of the Forum?

A, Oun Constitution Lists foun oﬁjectédea: (1) Making citi
zens conscdous o4 thein duties, responsibilities and
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civie, political and social nights; (2} Creafing a plat
form fon expressing powerngul public opinion; (3) Encour
aging Leadership qualifies in socdal, civic and poli-
tical fields; and (4) Onrgandizing social welfare activi-
fies free 4rom party afpiliations.

What kind of activities do you undertake?

. We undentake any activity which we think will improve

the £ife of Lthe cifizens of oun Consitituency, <€ike re-
viewding the penformance of elected representatives and
making them accountable fto cifizens; propagating poli-
tical moraliZty; sflum {mprovement schemes; opportuniiies
forn women; checking corrupfion; solvding citizens' pro-
bfems; organdizing debates,seminars; medical assisiance;
pursuing problems of cltizens with the aufthorities con-
cenned, efc.

Q. Who are the members of the Forum? -

22,

According Lo ocur Constitution, any major cifizen resdid-
Lng 4in our constifuency and applying 4in The prescribed
forxm can be a member provided he L4 noft involved Ain any
party politics.We have nearly 400 members. They Lnclude
Lawyens, doctors, engineens, social workens and othens
belonging Lo a vardety of professions. We meet once a
month fo discuss the activiifies of the Forum.

. What do you think, Joe, are some of the achievements of

the Forum?

. We do have some achievements fo our chedit. Lasi yean,

fon instance, agter conducting a spok survey on civic
complainits,we put pressure on the Municipal authorities
and got the {ollowing jobs done:

- Pre - and posi-monsoon treatment of many rhoads

- Many noads widened ‘

-~ Public urinals regulanly cleaned

- Regulan area-wise fumigation to eliminate pests

- Conthol o4 stray dogs' menace

- Rounding up of unauthonised hawkens on roadsides.

In February Last year, we organdized a Blood Ponation |
Dadve. C
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In March, we organized a Symposium on the lUnion Budgeft,
in which many prominent economista took part.

Perniodically, the Membens of Pandiament, of the legisba-
tive Assembly, and of the Municipal Conpornaition wene in
vited to nenden an account of the work done by them Jin
the Constituency.

We also took up Assues Like the innegulan supply o4
domestic gas, the inregulan running o4 city buses, ete.

We pendiodically visit the Local Government Hospitfal
and discuss problems with the Superintendent and help
provide better amenities fon the patients.

. Well, Joe, the work of the Forum is surely impressive.

Obviously, vyou have been instrumental in founding the
Forum, and you are still the main force behind it. I
should think that it demands a good deal of time,energy
and dedication on your part.l know that you have a full
time job,and you are also the President of the All-India
CLC Federation.Do you think that your long years of menm
bership in the CLC have given you the inspiration for
this spirit of active service?

1 do belfieve s0. The Long penicd o4 CLC formation and
experndence o4 the Spiritual Exercdises have helped me %o
discenn and discovermy hidden talents and strengths and
alsc an eagerness to sexve. T have a five-day workding
week; T keep Saturndays forn sccial aposiolate, and Sun-
days 1 spend with my family and nelax. Nowmally, 1 xe-
senve my annual Leave for Spirnitfual Exencises orn forma-
tion courses. 1 Look forward to each day that dawns as
anothen God-gdven opporntunity forn senvice,

Stephen JOSEPH
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NEWS

THE CLC'S IN JAPAN - WHAT IS HAPPENING?

As people may know,we no longer have a Natiocnal Secre

tariate; we disbanded the office and its full-time worker
about 5 years ago,and the experience of deoing this has been

very positive. Not only have we saved money in rent and
salaries, but we feel we have benefited spiritually. Now
the work of the secretariate is done by different members
spread over the country,which has increased the consciousness
of CLC as our movement. In other words,the CLC is not some
thing that stays in Tokyo, for people to visit, for there
is no such place;if there are no members who live the CLC,
and promote it, then the CLC does not exist and nothing
moves.Another grace we have experienced is that every year,
at the National gathering of the Federation, we make two
lists;the first list is of the needs tobe met or the works
to be done,and the second list is of members who volunteer
their services.In this way we distribute the work according
to the desires and the availability of our members.This col
laboration has helped us to become closer as a National Com
munity, and to see our National Community not as something
that works for us, but as something, or rather, someone,
for whom we have or want to work,

There 1is considerable interest in the Exercises in
Daily Life,and in the Tokyvo area they are constantly going
on.We have a shorter form which consists in two weeks' pre
paration and then 8 weeks during which people meet with
their guide, and come together for sharing and input. The
team is made up of 7 to 10 members who are priests and
sisters, and usually the group of retreatants is between 20
and 30. In the case of married couples, as far as possible
the guide visits them in their homes and meets with the
children and the rest of the family. The Exercises are the
source of our CLC identity, and they are also our service
to the Japanese Church,as they provide Christians with the
opportunity for a deep prayer experience, and give them a
feeling of what CLC is all about.

In March for students.,and in summer,and also over the
Christmas holidays,there are 8 day retreats which are held
in 3 or 4 different parts of the country. One interesting
event this year was a whole family(parents and 4 children)

making the Exercises together; the whole family found this |
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a very consoling experience and it led to drastic changes in
their life.In the island of Kyushu, a CLC member - in fact,
our young National President,75 years of age! -bought an old
convent and turned it into a retreat house, under the care
of the Parish priest of Kumamoto,where the house is located.
More and more it is becoming a centre of spirituality, and
we hope that in the near future, one of our members will
be involved, not only as an administrator but also as a
retreat director, Work-shops in spiritual direction, to
prepare people to become retreat directors, are held three
times a year, and the attendance from all over Japan is
between 20 and 40 each time.

There are two areas in which we want to grow and
develop. The first one 1is Evangelisation, and we have
developed a method of presenting the Christian message for
non-Christians which is based on our revision of life. We
are 1in the process of putting this method into print;
already we have published 9 pamphlets, and we hope to
finish the series of about 20 pamphlets by the end of the
year. Some of the pamphlets are published as supplementary
numbers of our monthly bulletin; we regret that not only
are they published in Japanese, but they are specifically
for our Japanese milieu,which means that other Federations
cannot use them,

Our second area of concern is to develop the spirit-
uality of social commitment, and simplicity of life-style,
which is needed in our Japanese society, which has a par-
ticular responsibility for Asia, and the world. The system
we are in is very powerful and the challenge is beyond
human resources. We need many, many prayers not to be
unfaithful to the Lord calling to us in the structures of
our society and through the poor. Your prayers and sug-
gestions, or reflections on your own experience would be a
great grace to us.

Ryu SUZUKI
Isidoro RIBAS S.J.




NEWS:
FORMATION COURSE IN BOLIVIA

Jorge VILA S.J.

For various reasons, contrary to the-desire of the Na
tional CLC Committee, it was not possible to hold the Na-
tional CLC Encounter this year : it was to have been the
third of its series.

In front of this situation, after consulting with the
different leaders, it was decided to hold short courses in
stead, that is, to have a course in each region. The first
to experience this was at Oruro when seven members from the
place met for a week,

Based on this experience, it was noted that because
all participants came from the same city, it was possible
to give a greater impulse and coherence to the youth move-
ment., This is an advantage which makes up for the lack of
national eXxperience.

- Thus Divine Providence led us to this new experience,
because we were unable to hold the Third National Encounter.

Furthermore, the organization of such smaller meet-
ings is more feasible under all aspects : spiritual direc-
tion, search for speakers, financial matters, places, etc.

The length of the meeting, six days, was the same for
all. The program was as follows:

* five-and-a-half days for an Ignatian experience 1in its
strict sense: five hours of prayer, daily Eucharist last
ing about two hours,evaluation after each prayer period, :
application of the Rules for the Discernment of Spirits
of the First Week, etc.

* one-and-a-half days for the following:
half-day to explain the life and dynamics of a group
(Micro-Community)
half-day to give an analysis of the actual social struc-
ture of Bolivia (Macro-Community)
half-day to explain the history of the CLC's.

We also included the basic outlines used for the expo .
sitions of the micro-community and the macro-community.
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The participants gave themselves whole-heartedly to
prayer during the first five days. The celebration of the
Eucharist was usually prolonged because everyone wanted to
express, in all simplicity and fervor, their deepest con-
solations, and their most difficult struggle with selfish-
ness.The participants themselves confessed that during the
first two days,it was hard to be faithful to the full hour
of each exercise but that as they progressed in their dia-
logue with Christ, the hours seemed shorter. During the
last day they wished the prayer period were more than 60
minutes.

All this brought about a deepening of friendship among
the participants, which was no longer based on external
circumstances but on the harmony lived in union with their
great friend Jesus,

On the subject of micro-community, the question most
discussed was that it is not enough that the members know
the life of a group, but that the assistants themselves
should be very dedicated to their role in the life of the
group. They asked that some course for assistants be
organized.

The overall wvision of the history of Bolivia filled
out the knowledge people already had from their studies in
secondary school.They recognised that the data was organiz
ed in such away as to give a more coherent and dynamic vi-
sion. They expressed the desire that in future courses, at
least a full day be given to this vision of the history of
Bolivia.

What surprised the participants was that the peasantry
was considered as the focal point around which the whole
history of Bolivia revolved. And they considered it unac-
ceptable that forming the majority of the Bolivian popula-
tion, the peasants were constantly disregarded,as were the
miners; though in truth they were the most dynamic force
within the Bolivian society, they could not bring about
serious change. It is good to note that the seven partici-
pants came from families of miners, since Oruro is the min
ing capital of Bolivia.

As a result of this experience we have been even more
encouraged to carry on with our new plan for this year: to
hold courses on a city or regional level, with an approxi-
mate number of 7 participants.

This is the general vision.




CONTRIBUTION FROM.

French-speaking CANADA : PREPARATION FOR WORLD CLC DAY

(Guidelines proposed by the National Secretariate)

Qur idea is to prepare for World CLC Day in union
with Mary, our model. With this in mind, we invite each
one to learn from Mary,through imitating one of her virtues,
A particular virtue will be assigned toeach person by lot,
and each person will then make every effort to acquire it
or to progress in it - through confident prayer, contempla
tion on the 1life of Mary, concrete practices accompanied
by the particular examen, reading, and so on.

HOW TO PROCEED

At the next meeting (or as soon as possible), the
group all together will choose the vitrtues of Mary that
they would like to imitate {(for example, charity, faith,
humility, joy, silence, apostolic zeal, abandonment,

obedience, etc.)., and these will be written on sheets of !

paper prerared in advance (preferably more sheets than
there are members to give as wide a choice as possible).
Then each person will draw a sheet, to see what virtue he
or she will concentrate on.

REGARDING PRAYER

) As Mary 1is presented to us as the model of our mis-
sion, we can contemplate her as often as desired, in the

mysteries of her life(select passages from Scripture),from |

three different angles: :
- how she lives the virtue I want to imitate

- how this virtue helps her welcome and 1live out her own i

mission
~ how I can imitate her.

THE TEAM MEETING

At the end of this time for acquiring a particular |

virtue of Mary's (one or two weeks before World CLC Day) ,

there will be a meeting of the team (or group), very much f
in the style -of "Bringing the Best together'. Each member |

will then share with the others the best aspects of his or
her prayer, or of the fruits he or she has drawn from the
effort to imitate Mary, or of the discoveries made etc.

28 -




CONTRIBUTION FROM:

PERU: A REVISION OF LIFE ACCORDING TO THE CLC CHARISH

(The outline proposed below 4irst o4 all Lfraces the
profile of ocun manner of Lide, and 2then odferns some
questions concenning each one o4 the points.This could
be a useful instrumenit for oun groups).

* We set up an objective, and so we examine how to proceed
in order to best achieve it.

* Every personal relationship is a growing thing.Thus, our
relationships with one another as believers, friends and
members of a Community and of a specific town, require
constant revision so as to respond better to the "other".

* ... So, we give the following points as an aid in making
a revision of life at the personal and communitarian lev
el,according to the fundamental characteristics and chaTr
ism of our Movement. -

We offer them as guidelines in order to best assure
our fidelity to the call of Christ to follow him in a pro-
cess of growth and renewal 1in a CLC group, FOR A BETTER
SERVICE.

The CLC is a: 1) Lay
2) Apostolic
3) Communitarian and
4} Ignatian Movement.

I. The CLC is a LAY Movement:
a) It is a call to live in union with Christ who lives
in the Church:
- a call to the apostolate
- a call to sanctity.

The members accomplish their role in the missionof
the Church through their work of evangelizing and
sanctifying men/women and by perfecting and filling
the temporal order with the spirit of the gospel.
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b)

c)

d)

Through their gift of self, , they give witness to

Christ by the example of their 1ife and word, and
work for the salvation of men/women.They constantly
nourish a deeper unity of life and faith.

They assume the responsibility proper to the laity
by "acting directly and concretely" inestablishing
and ordering temporal affairs according to the Plan
of God.

They participate actively and responsibly in the
life of the other communities of the Church: their
immediate faith community, the Parish, the Diocese
and the universal community of the People of God.

They carry out their apostolate in union with those
designated to govern the Church.

The CLC is an APOSTOLIC Movement:

a)

b)

c)

2

e)

The apostle is one "who is sent'. Each member main
tains constant reference to and vital relationship
with the Lord who sends them. They are serious but
at the same time flexible in their prayer life in
order to be able to listen and to respond to God who
speaks through each concrete situation.

They are disposed to serve persons in their real
needs and exercise influence on the structures of
their environment (family, friends, work, studies,
society).

They are committed persons. While being active and |

reliable in relation to what they take on,they dis
cover they are being personally challenged by such

undertakings. They evaluate the methods and the re

sults of their apostolic action and confront their
way of 1ife with the Gospel.

They seriocusly prepare the activities they carry out

and maintain a broad and critical knowledge of so- |
cial reality. They constantly seek to perfect their

formation.

They know how to serve without seeking for power |

and its appearances for themself,

3
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III.

£)

g)

They support others and are open to receive support
from them. They know how to listen and to work ina
team.

Their way of being is not ‘neutral’”. They follow
Christ poor who lived with the poor and accomplished

~his mission among them. Therefore,open to all,they

embody in themself a preferential option for the
poor and live it out with simplicity and a certain
austerity. :

In the CLC, the gift of self finds its expression in
COMMUNITY LIFE

)

b)

c)

d)

They seek to be united with others, -in a bond of
true friendship, in order to transmit and to live
an apostolic life in the footsteps of Christ.

They mature progressively in becoming a "person for
others". They share, evaluate, celebrate and plan
their life with their group with a certain degree
of depth, and enlightened by faith.

Freely assuming their commitment to a particular
group, they are open to other communities and per-
sons. Their immediate responsibility prompts an un
dertaking that enriches and promotes other communi
ties.

As their faith in Christ is the fundamental dimen-
sion of their unity of love and action, they give
special importance to the celebration of the Eucha
rist. ~

In the CLC's, '"we consider the Spiritual Exercises of
St. Ignatius as a specific source and the characteris
tic instrument of our spirituality’: B
THE IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY,

a)

b)

Moved by an interior force towards God and towards
men and women of today, they give priority to their
personal relationship with the Lord. They seek the
ways and means most suited to deepen this relation
ship.

Their praver life springs from life itself. while
at the same time they are encouraged to serve God
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<)

NOTE:

d)

e)

f)

In giving these guidelines, Let us nrememben ZThis fun- |
damental point. Revisdion o4 Life presupposes a dispo- |
Ailion of great sincerdty, withnin the contéext of pray
en and openness fo God., 1% 4s noi a maiien of passing
fudgment but, motivated by Love, of SEEKING AND FIND- .
ING THE WILL OF GOP, hene and now. The following ques |
ticns might be helpful fon this nreflection: o

1)

z)

3)

4)

in it. They seek to find God in all things and to
find all things in God.

They recognise the reality of sin in their ownlife
and in society,yet they respond humbly and constant
ly to the love of God who calls and liberates them |
through Christ. .

They center their life in Christ poor and humble, |
who calls them to follow him, opting for whatwould
lead them best to love and service in the Kingdom.

They have a filial devotion to Mary, the Mother of |
the Lord, who inspires them to know and to follow
her Son. j

In "seeking and finding the will of God' they grow |
in their interior ability to recognise the signs of |
the Lord-"spiritual discretion'. They go for "spi-

ritual direction” as a help to achieve this. 0

!

How do 1 perceive the regality of my life in the%
light of this point? '

During the past months/weeks/days have I changed in}
this? How? Am I becoming more coherent between what
I say and what I do?

What concrete means have I used for this purpose?;
Which will I use? i

What do.I plan to do?




