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FOREWORD 


From August 25 - September 7. the Christian Life Com
munities held their General Council meeting at Providence. 
Rhode Island, U.S.A. This Assembly had taken as its theme 
- liThe Call to wor1 d Communi ty", wi th a quota ti on from Mi cah 
that eMbodied the hopes of such a Community as the sub-title, 
lito live justly, to lave tenderly and t.o walk humbly with 
our God"(Micah 6,8). . 

What was the point in taking up such a theme when the 
Assembly of Rome '79 had given a positive reply to the 
question of moving "towards a world Community"? l~ere notwe 
goi ng to say the same thi ngs over and over. wi th the danger 
of becomi ng shut-i n on ourse 1ves? The way Provi dence turned 
out very quickly removed these fears and led on to an expe 
rience that no one expected. 

What was proposed was in. the nature of an Ignatian 
repetition. What did it consist in? It was a question of 
lire-living here and now ~hat had affected us most deeply 
whether the comfortable feel ing of acceptance or the uncom
fortab 1 e feel i ng 0 f refusa 1 - ina pas t experi e nce 1 i ved as 
a grace." (E.Mercieca). The re-living today also included 
the life and experiences of the three years that had passed 
since then. I~e were returning. in community. to the moments 
of joy, of hope, but a1 so to the moments of doubt and fear, 
so as to recogni se, in the movements they mi ght· produce, 
the sign of the action of God in us, today, which would 
express itself either in confirming the decision already 
taken or in showing it was not the right one. 

The Assembly was called to live an experience of in
difference. to let itself be challenged and· to pay attention 
to interior and exterior events. The sole aim was that the 
Lord be 
municate· 
forged. 

better loved 
Himself to 

a nd 
people 

served 
thr

and 
ough 

tha t 
the 

He 
ins

be 
tru

ab 1 e to com
ment He had 

* * * 

2 



The program of the Assembly was divided into three 
stages: 

1) The first stage consisted in an inventory of the CLC 
reality throughout the world. To see and to h~ar each 

nat ion a 1 de 1ega t io n present t his real i t y a g a ins t the soc i 0 
"economic and political situation of the country, enlarged 
our horizons to the dimension of the world. At the same 
time, it was easy to recognise, under the differences of 
cul ture, race and history, the commonal ity of the CLC expe
rience. Listening to one another like this gave the parti
cipants the opportunity to take the pulse of the CLC reality, 
and also a sense of responsibility for its future. 

2) The second stage was given directly to the theme of 
the Assembly, namely to a discernment with regard to 

the world Community. The question was put - "Do we feel 
called, now, to become a world Community?" The process of 
the Assembly, very effectively helped along by Fr. Eddie 
Mercieca who was our 'process guide', was such that respon
sibility was exercised at all levels - personal, national 
and regional levels. The General Council, which is the 
supreme governing body of our Community, exercises its res
ponsibility fully at every stage of the process. 

3) The third stage was given to deciding - in the light 
of the resul t of the preceding discernment - on con

crete orientations and their implementation. The near un
animity (37 Yes, not one No, 2 abstentions) of the national 
delegations confirmed the option for world Community and 
clarified the way for national delegations and regional 
meetings to be able to deliberate effectively on the prac
tical implementation of the conclusions of this assembly. 

* * * 

This issue of PROGRESSIO is a record of the principal 
moments of the assembly. In some way it is a 'memory' of 
the assembly, without publishing everything that went on. 
It simply recalls the essential moments. But its object is 
not just to give an account of the content of the assembly. 
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It also aims at describing the process that went on within 
this world assembly an,d which enabled it to open itself to 
a uni que and extraord i nary expert ence: for the as semb 1 y 
recogni sed the ca 11 of the Lord. di scovered itself as 'one I 
and res ponded - "Le t it be done to me aaaording to your 
word." 

So we hope that as our members read these pages. they 
may perceive something of what h~s been given us; we hope
that they may see some reflection of this community grace
which fills us with gratitude and joy. 

PROGRESSIO 

& & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & 
& & 
& 
& There were: & 

& 
& 113 delegates present from 44 federations & 
& & 
& 
& 

11 representing 5 countries from English 
- -speaking Africa 

& 
& 

& 

& 
& 

9 from 4 countries of Middle East and 
French-speaking Africa 

& 
& 

& 
& 24 from 8 countries of Asia and Oceania & 
& 
& 

9 from 3 federations in North America & 

& 
& 24 from 10 countries in Latin America & 
& 

& 
36 from 14 federations in Europe. & 

& 

& & 
& Furthermore, there were: & 
& 
& 

10 Ex-Co members with the Process Guide & 
& 

& 14 full-time staff, and & 
& 
& 

3 official translators. & 
& 

& & 
& & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 	 * 

* IX GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 	 * 
WORLD FEDERATION OF CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMUNITIES* * 

* PROVIDENCE '82 * 
(25 August - 1 September)* * 

* * 
OVERVIEW OF THE PROGRAM .** 
Part I - INVENTORY OF OUR REALITY (2 days)

* 	 * 
*Opening of the Assenbly

* *Activity and Commission Reports * 
* *Treasurer's Report * 

*Presentations by national delegations
* 	 * 

** VISITORS' DAY - a day spent with CLC members from 
* the U.S., Canada and Mexico * 
* * 

Part II - ENTERING INTO THE THEME (4 days)
* 	 * 

*Retreat Day
* *workshops on 3 aspects of CLC charism and * 

2 particular sectors* 	 * 
*Communal Deliberation on the question:

* "00 we feel called, now, to become a world * 
* community?" * 

- Listening groups
* - Prayer and reflection * 
* - National Delegation/Regional meetings * 

- Plenary Sessions
* 

I 	 * - The question answered 
* 	 * 

BREAK DAY* * 
* * 

Part III - CONCLUSIONS (4 days)
* 	 * 

*Meetings by national delegations and by regions
* 	 **Vote on Amendments and Recommendations 


*Elections *
* 
*Recommendations to the new Executive Council by

* different regions * 
* *Plan of action to implement the orientation of * 

the General Assembly by different regions.* * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

* PROGRAM FOR * 

25 August: *Arrival of delegates ** 
*Registration ** 

* 26 August: OPENING OF THE ASSEMBLY * 

*Mass and address ** 
by r'lsqr .Gelineau, Bishop of P.hode Island ** 

*Calling and presentation of: ** - delegations, 
* - Executive Council (Ex-Co) members. * 

- staff ** - translators 
* - process guide * 

* *Talk by Tobie Zakia - president * 

* *Process guide presents himself * 
(Eddie Mercieca S.J.) ** 

Part I - INVENTORY OF OUR CLC REALITY ** 
* *Activity and Comndssion Reports * 

*Treasurer's Report ** *Presentations by national delegations 
- sharing their CLC reality (see p.20) ** 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

CALLING OF DELEGATIONS PRESENT AT THE ASSEMBLY 

Argentina India South Africa 
Australia Indonesia Sri Lanka 
Austria Ireland Switzerland 
Flemish Belgium Italy Uruguay 
Belgium Walloon Japan U.S.A. 
Bolivia Lebanon Venezuela 
Brazil Luxemburg Zambia 
French Canada Hadagascar Zimbabwe 
Chile Malta English Canada 
China Mexico Botswana 
coloIPbia Netherland!,> Egypt 
England & Wales Paraguay Lesotho 
France Peru Sweden 
Germany Philippines Zaire 
Hong Kong Spain 
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& & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & 
& & 
& && As each delegation waf! called, each member & 
& of the delegation was introduced and the 

flag of their country was presented aJ;1d &
& put up ona stand on the presidential table. &
& Two federations did not purposely bring any &
& 
& 

flag: one, because its flag represents only : 
& a minority of the people in the country, & 
& and the other, because the delegates feel 
& they do not know to whom they should give & 

& 

& their allegiance. & 

& & 
& & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & 

OPENING ADDRESS 

We are here together once more, in the name of Christ 
and within His Church, in our journey towards the world 
community that we want to build. 

The words that I am addressing toyou on this occasion 
flow out of the mandate which the Assembly of Rome '79 con
fided to me. And so I ask you to listen attentively. I say 
from the outset and very cl early that my words are not 
intended to give direction to your decisions but simply to 
help you experience this Assembly more profoundly. 

Our encounter is an important moment in our personal 
life as delegates but also in the life of our national and 
world community: 

- first of all because we find ourselves together again 
sustained by the thoughts and the nrayers of those who 
have sent us. 

- but also and especially because the Lord manifests Himself 
to us through this event. Without Him this encounter would 
be reduced to tourism or mere chatter. At best it would 
be just a friendly meeting. 
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Every event is a mysterious message from God which 
awakens in us a new view of things and persons. And let us 
not forget that it is the SpirH alone who can keep us from 
inattentiveness and a lack of docility to this mystery. 
There are unforeseen events t but such is not the case with 
our Assembly. We have prepared for this encounter and we 
are goin~tOlfve it out together. 

Let us speak fi rstof a110fthe prepa ration forth'e Assenib 1 y 

Today the preparation is a thing of the past. There 
are those who would be tempted to say let us leave the past 
alone. That is wisely said if we would recall it to brood 
over it or to flatter ourselves. But we are recalling it 
here in order to be humble before our brothers and sisters 
and; n order to pra i se the Lord for the grace recei ved. The 
past is a part of us which we must purify through the death 
and resurrection of Christ at each present moment. 

There isthe remote preparation which is linked to all 
that we have been livlng S1nce Rome '79. 

- on the personal level, we have experienced sorrows and 
joys of all kinds, and whether we have wanted it or not, 
they have transformed us; 

- on the national and international level many events have 
happened and have modified our way of seeing and thinking: 
political elections t the econoniic changes of different 
countries, wars which have touched and bloodied some of 
our countries ... 

- on the level of the CLC's in each country, we know that 
things have evolved, most often in the very positive sense' 
of a deepening growth and development. but sometimes with 
a feeling of not understanding. 

Togetherwe are going to share what we have lived. but 
also you are going to hear and share what the Executive 
Council has lived and done: this will be the object of the 
different reports which will be presented to you this after 
noon. 
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1 would like to mention, in particular. one important 
moment in these three years of mandate: it concerns the 
participation of the youth in the community. This concern 
ended in a crisis which led to our seeing their participa
tion in terms other than through the commission as initially 
foreseen. I must say that this whole questioning was a very 
pa i nful experi ence for everyone, but the members of Ex-Co 
were not there for their own satisfaction, and there was no 
reason why the whole community should suffer as well. 

The whole Ex-Co was and is a ni rna ted by a very profound 
desire for a better integration of the youth in CLC. Our 
desire is that the youth feel themselves "incorporated" just 
as we desire that they "incorporate" us, but in community, 
as in the Church, we are members of one another. And in this 
sense it would be harmful for them and for the adults if the 
youth were only to be concerned with the youth. They carry 
within them the seeds of their future and ours. 

It is evident that they have specific needs, but they 
should not live out an existence "",hat is apart and even 
distinct, because on the existential .level. there is very 
little difference between distinction and division. This 
real and profound integration that we ari hoping for leads 
us to a common interior eX,perien.ce where. thanks to mutual 
help and complementarity, one feels incomplete without the 
other. It is up to you as delegates to decide the orienta
tions to be followed in .the years to come. 

At the heart of the Executive Council we have experi
enced the difficulties and the joys of a community which is 
continuously being created, made up of members with very 
grea t personal qual i ti es, but each one havi ng hi s or her own 
mentality, character, manner of expression, preoccupations 
and degree of maturity. It is my duty to thank each one of 
them now for all the support they have given me. It has not 
always been easy for them, nor for me, but ,I have always 
perceived their willingness to serve the community. I would 
like to 'assure them of my gratitude and my affection. 1 ask 
them, a s 1 ask you. top a r don a 11 my ins uff i c i e n c i e sin the 
course of my mandate. 

As for the direct preparation for this Assembly, how 
has it been accompllShed? 
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From our side, it has been handled in a satisfactory 
manner to help you, in your respective countries, to prepare 
for Providence '8.2; and I thank those who have been in charge 
of this task and those who have participated in it. 

As far as you are concerned, I cannot speak for your
selves, but you certainly have not been uninvolved. No 
doubt you have experienced very different feelings: enthu
siasm, resignation, perhaps fear ... As each delegation was 
called, I asked the Lord to help it bring the best it had 
to give. 

Today, in the light of this event which we are going 
to live out,letus be aware of our past arid let us confide 
it to the Lord so that He may purify it and so that our past 
may not hinder our liberty with regard to the action of this 
Spi ri t who asks us, at each moment, to go ali ttl e further. 

How then are we going to live out this Assembly now? 

It is difficult to say in advance, and in every way 
this encounter with others and with Christ is a personal 
mystery, but we are able to place ourselves in the most 
favourable conditions for this encounter: 

Let us as k ourse 1ves fi rs t of all wha tour Assembly [ 
represents. 

1 - Let us say ~hat it is not 

It is not a forma ti on course: we are not comi ng to 
initiate ourselves into a method, to learn or to be
come perfect ina techni que. Therefore, there are 
not those who know and those who do not know. 

It is not a tribunal to review one's ideas and pro
jects, however just or judicious they may be. 

- It is notaplace where we bargain to our own advan-I 
tage, or to have our chosen candidates elected. That! 
could be an Assembly of the world but it is not ours .. 
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2 - What it is: 

- I ti s a hl ace of free exeres s i on wi th the concern to 
speak t e truth. eVen If that presents some diffi
culties. Every truth can be expressed fully if at 
the same time there is the wi 11 i ngness . to respect 
the person who is speaking. 

- It is a place of attentive listening to what the 
other wants essentially to say to us -' beyond the 
insufficiency of words - even if thi~ word might be 
hard to understand. 

- It is a place and a moment where resolutions are made 
which shape the future. 

- It is a place and a moment where we choose those who 
must consecrate themselves to the service of this 
community. Therefore it is 

*a privileged moment ofptayer. for the Holy Spirit 
to enlighten -us on the duection of our community 
and on the choice of those who will directly serve 
it. 

*a moment of special affection for this community: 
we are going to choose for if those who appear the 
most apt to serve it. 

~a very special moment of affection for those who 
will be chosen. because we must assure them of our 
support and let them know our expectatiqns.. 

*a pri vi 1eged moment to sa¥ thank you to those who 
have made themselves ava,lable and prepared them
selves for service and who have not been elected. 
Their service will simply be different .. 

- It is, then, a place and a moment where this commu
nity lives out its reality. 

- It is especially. and I said this in the beginning, 
it is a place and a moment for the manifestation of 
the Spirit: if we are not persuaded of His presence 
and of His capacity to speak to us today, then what 
we do together, and I repeat, all that we will under
take wi~l be empty and only of this world. 
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We know why we are here. What shouldb& Ourdispoli
tions? I will go over again a certain number of conditions 
already mentioned: 

1 - to express oneself freely in truth and with all of the 
respect that we owe to the person 

2 - to listen attentively without prejudice, by taking into 
account our differences of' cul ture and our modes of 
expression and by taking the risk of attentive listen
ing which mutually transforms us. 

I would add: 
3 - to be aware of the real i ti es whi ch make us di fferent ... 

and which unite us: our Ignatian charism, our desire 
to be part of the Church ..• 

4 - to recall that we are here as delegates to give witness 
of our national communities. But we are also here to 
deliberate and to choose common options without wanting 
to impose our nationalvilfon. It is the common good 
wn-ich is at stake. 

And I would underline three essential attitudes: 

1 - To be in a state of reaonailiation and of humility 

- to be reconciled with myself in accepting myself as 
weak and fragile but loved by God 

- to reconcile myself with others by not reducing them 
to the image that I have of them- and by seeking out 
what the Lord wants to say to me through them 

- to reconcile myself with the Lord because very often 
I have failed Him. He was waitino for me, and I was 
not there, too full of myself.- He waits for me 
always. 

Let us ask the Lord for the profound humil ity which 
brings about this reconciliation in us. 

2 - To be in a state of praise 

We know and we bel ieve that the Lord "has conquered 
death. The history of the Church and our personal 
history have taught us also that each day the Lord is 
the conqueror of our weaknesses and of our deaths. 
Praise the Lord for the grace which He lavishes upon 
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us and which renders us capable of being attentive to 
His I~ord. 

3 - To imitate the availability of Mary our model. 

It is God who calls us to build a community. and we 
think of a world community. If our Lord calls us truly to 
that. He will give us the means to respond to that call. 
and there will be nothing or no one who ~iill be able to 
smo'ther that call. 

A community. however it may be imagined by us. is always 
reduced to our dimension. to our fears. to our apprehensions, 
our need for security. our legalism and all of our petti 
ness. What our Lord asks of us is a community which tran
sc~nds all divisions and which may be our way to sanctity. 
Do we feel capable of saying, in the secret of our heart 
and all together, "Speak, Lord. your servant is listening 
and is willing to be led where he would not go?" Then, and 
only then, can we give to this community its essential iden
tity on the theological and juridical levels, within the 
framework of the teaching of the Church. 

As I finish I address myself especially to you, our 
Ecclesiastical Assistants: you have a long tradition. a 
theoretical and practical experience of a world community 
at the service of man. andyou have a responsibility in our 
groups. Place all of this at the service of this call of 
the Lord "that they may all be one". 

Thus all together we will be able to respond to the 
call to World Community: "to do justice. to love tenderly. 
to walk humbly with our God." 

Tobie ZAKIA 
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SYNTHESIS OF THE ACTIVITY REPORT Jose GSELL 

The first two days of our meeting are devoted to dis
cussing a surveY'of ClC reality, as it appears today. This 
sur.vey consists of thtee sections: 
1) 	 reports of the activi ties of the different Commissions 

during the past three years, 
2) 	 development of the general orientation of Rome 179, 

according to its main ideas, 
3) 	 a pooling of the national CLC realities made by each one 

of the delegations present. 
You have received the first two sections in detail, in the 
third preparatory mailing of the Activity Report. ~-Ie will 
limit ourselves here to giving a brief outline of the work 
which' has been promoted on an international level, through
recalling the most important developments resulting from the 
Rome '79 orientation. The aim of these efforts, during the 
past three years, has been precisely to implement the con
clusions of this orientation. 

1) 	 What are the main initiatives in the deve lopment of a 
World Community? 

- The unabridged publication of the Acts of Rome '79 (a
book of 300 pages), widely distributed; 

- Two consultations of national federations by the Ad 
Hoc Commission, the content of which Setsuko has just
spoken to us about; 

- Regional activity through the organization of common 
sessions: 
*in Asia (1 month: August 1981) 

*i~Latfn~Am~rica (the Mini-Manila sessions organized
by Cfii1e and 6y Uruguay with the participation of 
delegates from various Latin-American countries; a 
,session for group guides in January 1981, with very
wide Latin-American participation) 

14 	 



*i n Afri ca (severa 1 sess ions and meeti ngs in common of 
the CLC in the southern part of the continent) 

*in Oceania (two first sessions held in Australia in 
May 1982) 

*inEurope (a continuation of annual meetings, two 
sessions, a holiday enterprise for CLC families). 

The sessions are intended for the young. or for adults, 
or for a mixed public. 

- Three international sessions: 

*a session for group guides in Rome in September 1980 

*a session for guides of Exercises in Daily Life (in 
July 1981) 

*a sess i on for youth 1eaders and peopl e worki ng wi th 
youth (Malta 1982) 

- Activities on the national level (V1orld Day, twinning, 
openness and increasing cQmmunication) 

- The Solidarity Fund, which has made it possible to 
allocate U.S.$66,000 to make this Providence '82 Assem 
bly representative-of the whole CLC reality. (This sum 
is triple what was distributed for Rome '79). 

To sum up what can be seen in the developments to which 
these different efforts be'ar witness, let us say that the 
real ity of the World Community is making its path- according 
to the will and to the rhythm of nati ona 1. regi ona 1 and 
world initiatives. There is no rUlh, no forcing; it is a 
natural development which follows life's pattern. 

2) Mission. and Se'Pvice 

Our presence at international gatherings makes a defi
nite progress. The first experience of previous years has 
taught us that it is necessary to know how to limit oneself 
(one cannot be everywhere), in order to be able to guarantee 
a continuous, serious service. Our presence and participa
tion have been guaranteed through three main channels: 
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- as ~nNGO (to the Economic and Social Council of the U.N.) 

- as a member of the Conference of the OIC (International 
Catholic Organizations) and also a member of its Continuity 
Committee (i .e. Executive Council) 

- by participation in. the activities of the Pontifical 
Council for the Laity. 

A certain number of CLC leaders have thus regularly, 
participated in and contributed to the work of these inter
national gatherings. But at the same time, we are realizing i 

that it still remains the work of a few. Awareness of and 
participation in the greater problems of our age are quali- I 

ties which are unevenly spread among the members of the CLC. 
The next s tag e s h 0 u 1 d aim a t asp e cia 1 e ff 0 r tin t his d ire c 
tion. Our participation in these proceedings will find its 
full value in so far as it will involve CLC members more 
broadly in such action. This action is double: it is a CLC 
contribution to an international work: it is also a widening 
of the horizon which must illuminate our choices and our 
priorities in order to associate us 'more concretely with 
the struggle for justice and brotherly love in the world. 

On the level of developments in the national CLC's 
concerning service and mission, we will shortly hear the 
contribution of each delegation. Has there been any progress 
in our seriously undertaking the aims which we have set 
ourselves, and which we have formulated through: Evangeli
zation - Promotion of justice - Preference for the poor? 
It is up to all of us to judge, afterwe have heard all the 
delegations. On the international level, making people more 
aware has continued by means of publications, and through 
numerous sessions. 

3) Formation 

On the level of formation, we have detected three major 
problems which we have set ourselves to respond to: 

- The forma ti ve process for a CLC member and for a CLC group, 
in other words, the welcome, initiation and deepening in 
the CLC way of life. This is a slow process which takes 
place week after week, and is most fundamental. Hith this 

16 



in mind, the Survey has been re-edited, completed and 
improved. I should like to mention two observations we 
have made: 

*It is necessary that all the aspects of a person's life 
be i ntegrn ted from the begi nni ng into the growth 'process 
which we offer. It is true that, according to the various 
stages of a process,one or other aspect could be more 
stressed. But to stress one aspect does not mean to ex
clude the others. The essential characteristic of our 
formation is integration. 

*The formative process embraces"different times and dif
ferent moments: first, there are regular group meetings, 
weekly or twice monthly, whose regularity and constant 
repetition quickly furnish, in the life of a member, the 
support and the guarantee of his or her development. 
There are the formation sessions, there are the times of 
retreat. The formation session is a very important means, 
and a very important time, but it is only a contribution 
to the normal process which is already taking place 
through group meetings and participation in a community. 
It does not replace these. In other words, people are 
not formed by repeated formation sessions. They are an 
excellent means when people come to a certain stage, to 
enable them to recapitulate their past experience, to 
identify it, to assimilate it more easily, and to open 
it up for the next step. 

This observation introduces us to the diversification of 
the sessions according to the needs which they must 
fullfil. JI.nd it seems that in this field ther.e has been 
a much stronger awareness duri ng the 1ast few years. 
Definite progress can be seen. These are: 

Initiation sessions, 
Deepening sessions, 
Sessions concentrating on mission and service. 

More recently there are sessions on spiritual discernment 
on both the personal and community levels: Discernment 
forms the basis of the spe'cific CLC approach;' let us make 
sure we live it. 

- Forma ti on of group guides. Th i sis probably the mos t 
wldely and urgently felt need. It has become obvious to 
everybody that without a competent guide, groups hardly 
make any progress. Talking about a competent guide, we 
must explain what is meant by this word: a competent guide 
is one who possesses the inner gift which enables him to 
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detect the needs of another, of others, and wnich enables 
him to help them in .theirgrowthtowards the Lord. Many 
s e s s ion s h a veta ken p 1 ace ; I h a ve na.m e d jus t now tho s e 
which tQok place on a regional or world lev~l. 

- Preparation of guides for the Exercises in Daily Life. 

This preparation has been going on for the past few years. 
and received excellent input in the session of last July, 
with the help of Fr. Giuliani. Experiences of the Exer
cises in Daily Life are spreading and already we are able 
to count a dozen of our federations which are proposing 
them to CLC members. It seemed to us a useful plan to 
get together and to hel p those gui des who wi shed to fami
liarize themselves with this way of giving the Exercises. 
The first session has achieved its purpose~ and the 
publishing of its account as a Supplement in 'Progressio' 
has extended and spread the profit which participants were 
able to draw from it. To give you some idea of the 
welcoming interest which this Supplement has aroused, it 
is sufficient to saythatwe have distributed 3~700 copies 
in t'he six months following its publication. And sales 
are continuing ... We are very conscious that this is only 
a first step. but it is sufficiently encouraging for us 
to .'continue to exchange experiences happening in ~he 
various parts of the world. 

4) CLC - Youth 

In the openinq address which we heard this morning, . 
Tobie Zakia presented the difficulties which the Executive! 
Counc il had to face, a nd the dec i s i on wh i ch it took, in the 
course of its mandate, with regard to the Commission. I 
shall limit myself here to stressing the fact that the main 
efforts duri ng the precedi ng three years have been an i nten
sification of fbrmation sessions and a very successful taking 
over o·f the green pages of 'Progressio'. The vitality of 
youth and their responsible cooperation has fully come to 
light during the recent international session at Malta for 
youth leaders, which brought together 46 participants from 
the five continents. 

5) The Publieations 

A word on our review, to draw attention to the growing 
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number of articles arr.iving, many of which are sent sponta
neously. Greater spontaneous participation can be obse.rved, 
and we are often sorry that we have only 32 pages available. 
This is even more to be regretted when we consider that the 
sections .'Mission', 'Conscientisation of Major Problems', 
'Current events', all deserve to be developed much more. 

The Supplements always have a good public. This has 
been true for the four titles already published: 

- 'Christian formation according to the Gospels' 
(Msgr. Martini) 

- the testimony of. Father Arrupe 'Centred on the Eucharist' 
- 'The Mission in the CLC's' by John Reilly 
- 'Exercises in Daily life' by Maurice Giuliani. 

A Supplement is being prepared (to appear next spring) 
whichwillcontain the witness of CLC couoles. So its theme 
will be 'CLC - couple - family life' .. 

6) One more word still, about the Secretariate, to mention 
that we have welcomed the temporary and voluntary colla

boration of several peopl~ during the last three years, with 
joy and gratitude. To begin with, this has happened on two 
occasions: one young man gave up a month of his holidays to 
participate in the work of the Secretariate; then, two young 
Jesuits made a pastoral experiment during their tertianship 
by working with us at the Secretariate on questions concern
ing Ignatian spirituality. formation, etc. This was some
thing new. We always have many visitors, but this was the 
first time that some religious still in training for their 
ministry chose to make a pastoral experiment of several 
weeks in the Secretariate of a lay community such as ours. 

Finally. I should say that amongst the most positive 
signs of the last three years. we must note the setting-up 
of CLC's in several new countries of Oceania, Asia. the 
Middle East. and Latin America; as well as very real progress 
in many other countries. Of course our balance also shows 
many weaknesses, due to our own shortcomings. But it also 
includes the sacrifices and sufferings experienced by all 
of us whom the Lord is constantly teaching to free ourselves 
of our selfishness in order to follow Him more constantly. 
May this love that Chri st shows us arouse an ardent response 
in the CLC's and produce a determined collaboration in His 
mission. 
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SHARING OF CLC REALITY 


Objective 

The basic objective of this sharing is to know better 
the reality of other countries. in particular the situation 
of the CLC there: its strengths, weaknesses, its mission 
priorities, etc. 

Discerning Attitudes 

simplicity and realism in sharing 

- listening spirit and "admiration" in face of other reali 
ties, openness 

- letting oneself be questioned in one's own rea,lity and 
service, thanks to the presence of others in a world com
munity. 

Procedure 

There are three important moments in this sharing of 
reality: world sharing in a big group, national sharing and 
regional sharing. 

a) 	Wopld shaping: This. is done in three big groups of about 
40 persons in each, representing the world CLC reality. 
The national delegation of three persons will be broken 
up, each member participating in a different group. (If 
there are two delegates, they will participate in two 
grpups; if there is one, in one group.) 

b) 	 National delegation shaping: Each member wi 11 share what 
mostly impressed himor her in the big group sharing; in 
this way each delegation will have a certain universal 
vision of things. 

c) 	Regional level: sharing as a region. seeing its charac
teristics, differences from others. its place in the 
world community, etc. 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* * 
* PRESENTATIONS BY THE NATIONAL DELEGATIONS * 
* * 
* 

There was a rich variety in the presentations 
from the different countries. 1IJ.ost of the dele * 

* gates situated their CLC reality  their strengths * 
* 

and weaknesses, relationships vIi th CLC' s outside 
their country and their region, the present orien * 

* tation of their formation and mission efforts· * 
* 

wi thin the socio-poli tical and economic context of 
their respective countries. The presentations were * 

* made lively by the use of photos, slides I diagrams * and other audio-visual aids. . 
* * 
* Furthermore, there were opportunities for the * 
* delegates to listen to the delegates of Lebanon * air their view on the Lebanese situation and to 
* hear the delegates of Argentina and England give * 
* their reactions to the Malvinas/Falklands war. * 
* * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* * 
* PROGRAM FOR August 27: * 
* continuation of presentations by national dele * 
* gations * 
* - National Delegations meet (see next page) * 
* - Regional meetings (cf. page 23) * 
* - Time for Questions/Clarifications on the Acti  * 
* 

vi ty and Commission Reports, 
given the previous day 

Treasurer's Report, 
* 

* - Eucharistic Celebration * 
* Festival in the evening * 
* * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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NATIONAL DELEGATIONS MEET 


Objecti ve 

Through sharing, to enrich one's overall impression 0 
the CLC world reality. 

Discerning Attitudes 

- sincerity, 

- appreciation fo~ others, 

- letting oneself be questioned. 


Hindering Attitudes 

- tendency to justify one's reality at all costs, 
- spirit of competition and false comparisons,
-,centering things too much on one's own deleqation.~ 

closing doors. 

Procedure 

Each group may freely proceed as it thinks best:!
i 

searching for a comfortable place, and sharing the way it 
pleases. Some guidelines that may help: 
- short prayer at the beginning of the meeting, to be ope~ 

to other places a~d oeoole; 
- I~hat is it that h.as impressed me during the sharing 0 

worl d rea 1i ty? 
- What important similarities are there? between whom? 
- What different approaches do I perceive? 
- !./ha t fundamenta 1 problems - in the 1 i ne of mi ss i on ano 

service -are there behind what has been shared? . 
- In which point do I feel questioned regarding ClC in 

country? 
- How can I summarise what I lived? 
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REGIONAL MEETINGS 


Objective 

Having a global vision of the CLC world reality; which 
has been shared on a national delegation level and now on 
a regional basis; the group deepens what is most characte
ristic of the region (needs~ concerns~ strengths. etc.). to 
prepare the way for better collaboration. 

Disce~ningAttitudes 

desire to seek together. in collaboration and solidarity
with others; 

- sharing one's resources with other federations. 

Hindering Attitudes 

- national individuali~m and attitude of self-sufficiency; 
confrontation, blocks h~tw~~n regions. 

Procedure 

I-Jith a chairperson and a secretary designated by the 
group~ the region may proceed as it sees best. 

SOme guidelines that may help 

Each national delegation summarises whatwas shared in 
the morni ng' between the members. Thi s coul d be done ina 
listening group~ without interruption. In the light of the 
sharing: 
- What characterises most the CLC regional reality? 
- What oriorities reqardinq mission appear most urgent? 
- How does the region feel within the world community? 
- What should the basic thrust of the region be? 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

* * 
PROGRAM FOR August 28

* 	 * 
VISITORS' PAY

* 	 * 
* - Welcome Address by Tobie Zakia * 
* * 

- Response of Maryanne Rouse, president ,?r -NFCLC* * 
* Introduction of guest speaker by Tom ,'1C a.~an * 
* Talk by Sr. Janet Richardson CSJP * 
* * 

- Continental Presentations ** by the different regions 
* * 

- Small group sharing* 	 * 
Some guidelines given:

* 	 1. Having the first hour to share personal expe * 
riences which can reveal different realities* 	 * 
and life styles

* 	 * 
2. Give the last hour or so to mutual questions

* 	 * between visitors and delegates. Thus any par
* ticipant may question the visitors or any * 

topic he or she feels is important. After a* 	 * time, the visi tors may put their questions to 
* delegates. * 

** - Eucharistic celebration 

* by Tom Swift S.J., assistant of the US-NFCLC * 

* - Socials after supper * 

* * 


- Documentary film on nuclear arms' race
* 	 * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

It was a packed day. About a hundred CLC members from 
Mexico, Canada and the U.S. (the "visitors") who were taking 
part in a week-end session, "Rendez-vous 182" organised by 
the U.S. CLC Federation, joined the assembly delegates. For 
the small group sharing, the participants were divided into 
ten groups of about 20 persons in each group, with as much 
representation as possible from di fferent countries. Enough 
free time was given for spontaneous personal contact. 
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By way of summarlslng the talk presented hy Sr. Janet 
Richardson CSJP, a. representative of the Hol i See at the 
United Nations, we give the two stories which she related 
to us at the end of her talk. 

THE UNITED NATIONS STORY 

Long, long ago when your gra ndmother and grand fa ther 
were about your age, there was a great war in which many 
people were killed, maimed and orphaned. Fields and riyers 
were destroyed, homes blown up, while cities burned and 
turned into rubble. After four years of this slaughter and 
destruction in Europe, Africa, Asia and Oceania, the fight
ing finally stopped. They say that some 8,000,000 people 
died in this war which was known as the Great War. A League 
of Nations was created whose aim was to pre.vent future wars, 
and work was begun to reconstruct the world. 

But in little over 20 years another and even greater 
war was started in Europe. The war spread to Africa and 
Asia and engulfed the whole world. The World War~ as this 
war was called, lasted a full six years. It is said that 
some 20 million people were killed in this war, including 
milliCinsofchildren. The number of people maimed, crippled 
and orphaned must have been over 100 million. 

Towards the end of this war tw'o atomic bombs were 
dropped on two cities in Asia. These bombs were so power
ful that these cities literally went up in smoke. In the 
two cities 200,000 people were killed in the flash of these 
new and highly destructive bombs. Man had invented a weapon, 
the first of a series, so destructive, that he could demo
lish his entire world. 

The nations which eventually won this war had 'decided, 
even while the war was s'till qoinq on, to form a United 
Nations to prevent the recurrence of future wars. On June 
26, 1945 they met in San Francisco in the United States of 
America to sign the Charter of the United Nations. 
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The Charter of the United Nations sets out the Purposes 
of the organization as follows: 

- to maintain international peace 

- to develop friendly relations among nations 

- to achieve international co-operation in solving inter
national problems and encouraging respect for human rights 
and for fundamental freedom~ for all without any distinc 
tion whatsoever. and 

- to be the centre for harmonizing the actions of nations 
in the attainment of these goals. 

The Charter goes on to explain how the organization is to 
be set up and administered. 

On October 24. 1945. with the ratification of the 
charter, by the majority of the signatories. the United 
Nations was born. 

Three years after it was established. the Gener,al 
Assembly, the main body of the United Nations adopted and 
proclaimed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The 
Dec1al"ation begins by stating that all human beings are 
born free and equal in dignity and rights and they are 
endowed with reason and' conscience and should act towards 
one another in a spirit of brotherhood. In 30 articles the 
Declaration explains all the rights that a human person has. 

All member States of the United Nations have adopted 
this Declaration" and the General Assembly has called upon 
them to publicize the text of the Declaration and "to cause 
it to be disseminated, displayed, read and expounded prin
cipally in schools and other institutions ... " 

Now the stories you have been read; ng from your own 
tradition and those from your neighbouring countries tell 
the same story as the United Nations Charter and the Uni
versal Declaration of Human Rights. strange as it may be 
at first sound. 

Your ancestors wished that you live long. healthy and 
happy lives. And so they put the experience and wisdom 

26 



they had acquired in their lifetime into a form of litera
ture which would enchant you, which you would continue to 
read or listen to with complete attention and fascination. 
The vehicle they chose. for ~assing on their most important 
messages to you was the fairy tale or folk taTe. . 

The teaching contained in your stories cannot be mis
construed or misunderstood, for the heroes of your stories 
moved in surroundings familiar to you, and have emotions 
similar to those you experience in your daily life. Your 
stories are also told in the simple and beautiful tongue 
of your own country which you know so well. 

The United Nations story contains the same message, 
except that it is put in the wider context of the whole 
world. In .this story, you are called upon to develop 
respec t for yourse lf, res pec t, love and fri ends hip for yo ur 
nei ghbour, to live a t peace wi th them and to show them 
kindness and courtesy. Your stories have· told you to do 
these very same things. 

Distances are getting shorter every day, as everyone 
knows. Places that seemed to be months away can now be 
reached in a matter of hours. A great navigator sailed 
around the world in 1521. It took him over two years. 
Today, an astronaut or cosmonaut can complete an orbit of 
the earth in eight minutes. 

Because o~ this "shrinking" of the world, and because 
man has now some 50,000 nuclear weapons, and 200 of these 
bombs are capable of destroying 50 to 200 million people 
and laying waste the greater part of our planet, the 
messages coming to you from your ancestors and the message 
of the United Nations "to act towards one another in a spirit 
of brotherhood" have acquired an added urgency. 

A poet seeing the first pictures of the earth as seen 
from the moon wrote that we "see OU1'seZves as 1'ide1's on the 
ea1'th togethe1'... b1'othe1's and sis te1'S who know now they 
21'e t1'uZy b1'othe1's and siste1's." 

Kan Akatani 
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My second story is a religious VlSl0n: once upon a 
time •. ina love 1 y vi llage far away. a wonderful person 
received a very signific.ant message. a letter. from God. and· 
God told that person to give th~letter to everyone in the 
village ~ecause the message in it was so important. So the 
messenger went around to all the people in the village but 
they couldn't seem to understand his language at all. So 
he got together with some other people who did seem to 
understand him and told them the message and. asked them to 
go allover the village with the message. So these people 
agreed to do it. but still they couldn't reach everyone -
some people were off on their farms. some were down in the 
mines, others were in their laboratories. their classrooms 
etc .• etc .. The message couldn't seem to be communicated. 
There was too much tr.ave1ing back and forth and all the 
journeys were too hard. But those people who had heard 
about the message were very interested and they figured out 
a way. They selected representatives to meet together in 
one place and then the messenger came to them. And in this 
way God's message began to be heard! 

You may recogntze this story is based upon the descrip 
tion, that Pope Paul VI gave of himself in his visit to the 
United Nations in 1965. He said he was "the messenger who. 
at the end of a long journey, is handing over a letter that 
has been entrusted to him". He said: "We have been on our 
way for a long time and we bring a long history with US," 

He said his visit that October 4, 17 years ago was 
"the epilogue to a laborious pilgrimage in search of an 
opportunity to speak heart to heart with the whole world. 
It began on the day when we were commanded: 'Go .. bring the 
good news to all nations!'" 

To the delegates in the United Nations' General As~em 
b1y Hall. he said: "You' are the ones who represent alT 
nations." He described himself as a brother who asked only 
to serve in the area of competence with disinterestedness, 
humility and love. 

* * * 


28 



EXTR.ACTS FROM THE HOMILY OF FR.. LOUIS DOI.AN 

I chose the Gospel for today's Mass (the disciples' 
journey to Emmaus). and I chose this Gospel because of the 
theme that. is listed in your program: 'International Pre
sence.' I understand 'presence'as some type of meaningful 
interaction, and I understand I international' as a profoundly 
intercultural, if not transnational tending toward one 
world. 

In the story of Emmaus, the first pOint that comes to 
us is that it happened at a very particular historical 
moment, and you heard it at the beginning of the reading: 
it is the moment of disilluSionment. the moment of asking 
questions. 

The secondelernent in the Emmaus readinn is the part 
of the stranger. You know how Jesus comes in. He always 
does it in our personal life and inthe Spiritual Exercises. 
He never says much, but you sure know he is there! 'What's 
it all about. fellows?' 'Why are you so gloomy?' And you 
have heard the call. But when we get into these words we 
probably have to start from the element of the stranger, 
the foreigner ... we have to understand that strangers have 
something to do in our lives. 

And then comes the third part of the story: Jesus 
takes over. But he takes over because he has entered into 
the depth of dying. He tells them the whole story of God's 
dealings with us human beings. 

The next point that Jesus does as he enters into this 
di a 1 ogue is to 1ead them into a mystery. He accepts an 
invitation to dinner. and you know what happens at dinner. 
Are you in a world of mystery? The mystery of human beings 
overcome by a tremendous powerful charism called the Igna
tiancharism. helping us in the world? Jesus draws us lnto 
a mystery and all he does is perform the Eucharist. And in 
performing the Eucharist, that special silence that happens 
at the consecration came about. Jesus becomes food. 

Brothers and sisters. I work at the Non-Governmental 
Organization (NGO) office with your fantastic UN represen
tative Tom Monahan. The U.N. is dying to meet Jesus. and 
Jesus is your Sodality/CLC. Jesus is your marriage. Jesus 
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is your Jesuit life. Jesus is your sisterhood. Please give 
your Jes~s away. Please don't keep him! 

Does Warwick know you are here? Does Providence know? 
Have you asked· to celebrate a Mass at the International 
Airport at Providence? I am sure that the Bishop was here. 
We always take care of the Church, to make sure eve~ything 
is in order. ~Jhat about our neighbors? Brothers, give 
away your little mystery. Let us be exposed to you ... 

The final point of the story is that Jesus disappears 
after the Eucharist. Once we have touched mystery in the 
most profound mean; ng, we go on. And the worl dis made new, 
and as we saw at the end of the Gospel, they already knew 
Him. 

'My brothers and sisters, you don't belong here, but I 
hope tha t when you go wherever you are go i ng, you, too, may 
go with the story. It is not the little book of the Spirit 
ual Exercises of St. Ignatius that is important. It is YOU 
as the Exercises. for others. 

And so as I end this very strange type of homily, I 
bring you ba.ck to the question: What is the quality of 
presence? Is there anybody very 1onelYl n your midst? May 
I ask you to make that your offertory, and I ask because 
we are living. You are holding this assembly in one of the 
most delicate moments of the history of the world. When 
the Second General Session on Disarmament of the United 
Na ti ons ended,' the Pres i dent of the U. N. General Assemb ly 
called it exactly that -- 'the most delicate, difficult 
moment that humankind faces. 

Th is morni ng I saw a Lebanese brother of mi ne speak 
here. It made me think of my Lebanese Moslem brothers. 
knew there was somebody from the Uni ted Ki ngdom here, and 
I made it ,a point to say hello to her. The world has again 
tasted blood. Sorry to say, but the world likes that. We 
don't want blood. May your offertory be that we maka this 
convention the greatest you have ever known and go and tell 
the News! He is not dead! He is really alive! And it is 
good! 
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PART II - ENTERING INTO THE THEME 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

* * 
* PROGRAM FOR August 29 * 
* RETREAT DAY * 
* * 
* - Plenary Session: Some points on the * 
* "Kingdom" meditation * 

were given.
* 	 * 
* -	 Prayer in three language groups: * 
* 	 After the meditation points were given * 

in the general session, delegates were* 	 * 
offered the possibility of joining any

* one of these three prayer groups to help * 
* tq.em enter more easily into the atmosphere * 

of the 	retreat.
* 	 * 

The tone of the retreat was kept through

* out the day. The large grounds and the * 


beauty of the surroundings of Our Lady of
* 	 * 
Providence Seminary, wi th the bay only a

* few meters away, helped a lot to create * 
a prayerful environment.* * 

* * 
- Eucharistic celebration wi th peni tential

* rite brought the retreat day to a close * 
* * 
* - Meeting of youth delegates was held after * 

supper
* * 
* * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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MEDITATION POINTS. 


What the ~all 6f the Lord i~plies 

To be a christian implies a moment of conversion, of 
accepting the love and pardon oif God, expressed in the words 
and life of Jesus. But it also implies an attitude of 
service, of following Jesus Christ in his mission received 
from the Father. imitating his lifestyle. adopting his fun
damental options. 

Let us consider some of Jesus' perspectives regarding 
the Kingdom. 

a) 	 Jesus lives foramission received from the Father which 
he accomplishes in the attitude of a Son. His food is 
do; n g the Father I s wi 11. J e s us I a t t ; tude i s very much 
against all that is Itself-calling", absolute self-deter
mination. We are called to be sons, brothers and sisters 
o f J e sus C h r i st. r e c e i v i n 9 0 u r v0 cation. 0 f f 0 11 ow i n 9 
Him. Fromthisflowsprayerwhich opens us to the Father, 
and a discerning attitude and disponibility for today. 

b) 	 Jesus announces the word the Father realises in history. 
The Kingdom is the gift, the initiative of God and not 
the mere work of men. This means that for us the Kingdom 
;s a gift/grace, and not the simple effect of our own 
activity. 

That is why a christian is always critical in front of 
those who do not hope for something better. At the same 
time he has hope and works for this new world. He does 
not 'abolutise ' moments of hopelessness. 

c) 	 Jesus. to realise his mission, becomes incarnate in a 
concrete situation and accepts the limitations which this 
implies. To announce liberation for all men, Jesus 
assumes the limitations of a time, of a culture. of a 
race, of a country. Being called by the Lord i sto be 
men OfolJrtime, knowing reality and accepting history1s 

32 	 



limitations. To be called by the King is to commit one
self to men and to assume the problems of the world. 

d) 	 Jesus also announces the preference of the Father for 
the poor, the marginalised of this world. And he acts 
accordingly. He preaches that they are the first called 
to the Kingdom. 
To be called today is to have a preferential option for 
the poor and marginalised of our time. This obliges us 
to analyse our situation in the light of our present and 
not in the light of an abstract past. 

e) 	 Jesus is faithful to the mission given by the Father. 
This leads totO~flicts and to the Cross. Our following
J e sus too imp I , e s s u ffe r i n g, con fTTCfS , c la she s. . the 
Cross. We are called to a deep freedom which means avoid
ing fears and avoiding living a false pacifism. 

f) 	 Jesus doesn't i~pose his option for the Kingdom of God. 
He offers. he invites. We are called to make others 
grow, not to manipulate. We offer our services. 

Some questions that may help the colloquy with Jesus: 
- How wou1d you define yourself today? 
- What is your mission? 
- What are the means to achieve this mission? 
- What is the lifestyle of this mission? 
- What do you want of me? of us? 
- What scruples did I experience in following my calling? 

Prayer of Generosity 

* * * 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

* * 
* * 
* 

PROGRAM FOR August 30 
* 

* - Plenary Session: Brief explanation of the * 
* proceedings of the day by * 
* 

the process guide 
* 

* - Workshops: * 
* on some aspects of CLC charism: * 
* 1) Mission and Service * 
* 

2) 
3) 

Exercises in Daily Life 
Thinking/Feeling with the Church * 

* on particular sectors of the CLC. * 
* 4) Youth * 
* 

5) Married Couples 
* 

* 
The participants chose the workshop accord
ing to their. interest. * 

* * 
* - Plenary Session: * 
* 1) Listening to reports of the 5 workshops * 
*. 2) Approval by the General Assembly of the * 
* 

affiliation of 
* 

* 
PORTUGAL and 
ENGLISH-SPEAKING CANADA * 

* * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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WORKSHOPS 


Five workshops will be taking place during the day; 
- Mission and Service 
- Spiritual Exercises in Daily Life 
- Thinking/feeling with the Church 
- Youth . 
- Married Couples 

Objective 

The idea behind these workshops is that assembly members 
deepen their sharing on fundamental areas of our charism 
such as mission, Spiritual Exercises (in daily life) and 
thinking/feeling with the Church, and in two particular 
sectors of our world community youth and married 
couples. This deepening will help the assembly members 
to concretise in vqrious ways our future orientation/ 
"thrust". 

Discerning Attitudes 

openness to the 
- desire to make 

evangelisation. 

"magis" 
CLC me

for a 
mbers 

better 
better 

service; 
instruments for 

Hindering Attitudes 

- a non-committal presence, observing passively; 
- starting the workshop thinking that the group will not 

go too far, a pessimistic attitude. 

Hints f~r the chaifpe~~on 

- Take into account the time the workshop lasts, and 
leave enough time for a break. 

- The morni ng wi 11 be ded i ca ted ch i efl y to analyse and 
study the various aspects and experiences on the theme. 
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The afternoon will be used to summarise material and 
to make a final 'synthesis to be presented in a plenary 
session. 

- i4e suggest the ; nducti ve method: starti ng from the 
interests and reality of the participantS, treating 
those aspects suggested by the group. The group is 
free to develop the theme using ~ny method considered 
adequate. 

PY'oc.edlire 

- It depends basically on the team directing the work
shop. We suggest opening the workshop by sharing in 
the whole grouporinsmal1ergroups (guide questions). 

- At one time. e.g. after the morning break, it may help 
to give some minutes for personal reflexion (in silence) 
on the specific aspect to be shared afterwards in: the 
group. 

- Regarding th.e contents. the group is free to develop 
the theme; the theme in the perspective of world com
munity though should not be left out from the discus
s;on. 

* * * 
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MISSION AND SERVICE 


Guidelines that may help; 

1) 	 How do the members interpret the fact that the ClC voca
tion is defined in function of service? 

How is this expressed in the experience and reality of 
each participant? (or is not exp~essed7) 

2) 	 Basic orientation that shoul d characterise ClC service 
and mission in the world today, Orientations of last 
Assembly. 

3) 	 How can we make of ourClC spirituality - in particular 
the Spiritual Exercises - a pedagogy to grow in service? 
( T his que s t ion poi n t s to " p r a xis" its elf, i n r e 1 at ion 
to phases of growth in service.) 

4) 	 Mission and Serive: World Community 

- Mutual responsibility 
- ClC presence as a movement in international bodies/ 

Church 
Most universal good, most urgent 

- Disponibility and the lay vocation 
- etc. 

5) 	 How can service to faith and promotion of justice be 
better integrated i~ the lay ClC vocation? 

Summary of the workshop on "MISSION AND SERVICE" 

1) 	 CLCVocation inSetVice 

Mos t ClC groups and Federa ti ons are i nvo 1 ved ina vari ety 
of service relief-welfarist, developmental,and as agents 
of social change, either parish-oriented or through the 
medium of small "cells". One example was given of a na
tional communitv - U.S.A. - havinq accepted the Peace Move 
ment as a national involvement. 
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There is a danger that service may become mere activity 
or an instrument of escapism and therefore un-christian. 

There was a deep realization that service could only 
become mission through reflection, prayer, discernment 
and authentic community, pre-supposing an awareness and 
feel of our social reality and the core-issues that 
affect the environment. 

Mission and Service are a necessary part in the prepara
tion for and the fruit of the Spiritual Exercises. 

2)Basito~ientati6ns 

- A strong endorsement of all the past world assembl ies. 

- The need for: 

*a common world V1Slon - suggested was a dialogue 
between the regional Communities of Northern and 
Southern Hemispheres. 

*studying social analyses and various ideologies and 
Church documents on social structures and change. 

*the 'service of man' as presented in 'Redemptor Homi 
nis' and translated into the regional, national or 
local reality, especially with regard to youth, fam
ily and women. 

*a preference for the very poor and margi nal ised was 
expressed, and preference for the poorer countries; 
however there can be a mutual enrichment in the shar 
ing between countries. 

3} Mutual responsibility 

- International cooperation: 

*National Federations of different countries should 
be in communication with the CLC delegates in the 
international organisations and there should be a 
mutual sharing through a bulletin. 
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*A list should be compiled of experts at the disposal 
of the National Federations who could partictpate in 
international co-operation. 

- Church: 
*Co-operation at all levels with ecclesial oroanisa
tions (e'-g. Commission of Justice and Peace)-by re
sponding to enquiries and surveys, thus letting our 
voice be heard. 

*Continued co-operation with Conference of Internation
al Catholic Organisations. 

- World Community: 
There should be 'Twinning' at national. local and re
gional levels, especially between the First and Third 
World involving exchange of experiences in formation. 
mission. sharing concerns and needs and resulting in 
a greater sense of world community. 

4) Service to faith and promotion of justice 

- The importance of conscientisation and formation, es
pec i ally educati on. exposure and i nserti on experi ences 

- On-going discernment and evaluation in the choice of 
priorities 

Thejusticeweworkfor is God's justice, not ours. and 
therefore the importance of CONVERSION as exemplified
by the First Week of the Exercises. 

* * * 
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EXERCISES IN DAILY LIFE 


Some guidelines that may help: 

1) In what way are the Exercises the specific 
our spirituality and a pedagogy of life? 

instrument of 

How is 
pants' 

this expressed (or not expressed) 
experience of reality? 

in the partici

2) Is there 
Exercises 

a di fference between preparatory forms of 
and the Spiritual Exercises? What is it? 

the 

3} Nhat internal and 
members wanting to 

external impediments 
do the Exercises? 

exist for CLC 

4) What are Spiritual Exercises in daily life? 

Some members 
tions. 

may share thei r experience and answer ques

5) The future of CLC and this modality. Exercises in daily 
life; formation of guides for the Exercises (religious. 
lay people) 

6} Spiritual Exercises as "source" 
building world community. 

and "instrument" of 

Workshop on "SPIRITUAL EXERCISES IN DAILY LIFE" 

The workshop focused on The Retreat in Daily Life. There 
were 26 partiCipants; 8 Spanish-speaking, 8 French-speaking, 
10 English-speaking. In the general session only laypeople 
qave in-put on their experience of the Retreat in Daily 
Life. 
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Reality: 

Their sharing put us in touch with how our CLC members 
are presently experiencing this form of the Exercises in 
Australia, Engrish-Canada. French-Canada. Chile. England. 
Hong Kong, U.S.A. 

Retreatants: 

- CLC members al ready experienced i nloriented towards 
community ana service 

- Non-CLC members generally not oriented towards commun
ity and service 

- Generally middle class 
(How can the Exercises be brought to the poor and il 
l iterate?) 

N.B. 

It is important that the person decides to make the 
Retreat after adequate information and prayerful reflec
tion on what is involved. 

Preparation of the retreatants: 

The following areaslmatters need to be gone into duri~g 
the time of preparation: 

*self-awareness: awareness of one's OW,! feelings and 
emotions and the ability to articulate them 

*self-acceptance: a good self-image 

*awareness of all the dimensions of one's life (social, 
political. economic) 

*basic catechesis 

*one's image of God 

*one's image of the Church 

*consciousness examen -- general confession. etc. as in 
the beginning of the Exercises 

* the 0 ve r all t h r us tin my 1 i f e 

*learning to pray regularly - reflecting on one's prayer
shari ng on it 

*different 	 ways of praying especially praying with 
Scripture 
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*developing a habit of prayer so that one can pray for 
one ~our a day, as far as possible 

*during this period the development of interior silence 
beco~es noticeable 

*"Growing together in Christ" is very helpful during this 
period of preparation 

Retreat Guides: 

Sharing of those who have had experiences as guides (or
had been guided themselves): Jesuits, priests, brothers, 
scholastics, sisters, laypersons - male and female,married
and single. . . 

It was felt: that guides should have "discreta caritas", 
that they should b~ persons who would "follow the Holy 
Spirit", that they should be as "sage-femme" (midwife). 

Preparation of lay retreat guides: 

- They should have done the Spiritual Exercises themselves 
(either enclosed or in daily life). 

- They need theological input. 

- They should work under supervision and know of helpful 
material available. 

The guide himself/herself needs to be a pr~ying person, 
aware of the wholerealityof the retreatant's life-back 
ground, et'c. 

Practicalarrangemehts during the retreat: 

*One hour 'of prayer daily and ten minutes reflection 
desirable 

*Examen: 	 twice daily 

- middle of the day:


How has my prayer converged on my day? 
- night-time: 'the whole of my day 
During retreat all the events of my day become 
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spiritual exercises and part of the retreat. In 
this way INTEGRATION is taken cared of. 

*lnterviews: 	 Weekly if possible for about 45 minutes; 
telephones, tapes and letters sometimes 
used, but by way of exception. 

*Guides: 	 It is helpful for the guides to work under 
supervision or as a team. Beinq able to talk 
things out. wtiile respecting confidentiality 
(de':"bri efi ng) is very hel pful to many gu;'des. 

*Freedom: 	 The Exercises are a school of freedom. Great 
flexibility with regard to arrangements is 
very important. 

*Eucharist: Frequently during retreat - daily if possible. 

*Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
- arises normally towards end of First Week. 
- can present difficulties for a non-ordained 

guide. 

*Have prayer material readily available. 

*Length of 	time: for retreat itself, usually 6-9 months. 

The retreatants and guides insisted that the retreat 
i n dail y' 1 i fewas, i nthe irexper i e n c e, an. aut hen tic I g n a 
tian retreat. 

Some questions: 

1) 	 Should we require the Spiritual Exercises of ALL CLC 
members? 

2) 	 As we have an 8 day Retreat which is authentic in its 
own way in relation to the 30 day Retreat ... is there 
another form of retreat which is equally authentic in 
r~lation·to Spiritual Exercises in Daily Life? 

* * * 

- 43 



THINKING/FEELING WITH THE CHURCH 


Some guidelines that may help: 

1) 	 \~ha t do we mean by sayi n9 tha t "th ink i ng/fee 1 i ng wi th 
the Church" should characterise the CLC way of life and 
be present in discernment? 
How is this expressed (or not expressed) in the partic
ipant's experience of reality? 

2) 	 ItJhat to do when within the same country the orientations 
of the Church (including the hierarchy) on important 
matters such as the family, socio-political life. etc. 
oppose each other? 

3) 	 How do we inform ourselves and other persons of the 
teachings of the Church? 

4) 	 "Thinking/feeling with the Church" is more than a loyal,
acce,ptable response in terms of wfiat is permitted and 
not permitted. It is a grace, ,conversion. Comment on 
this. 

5) 	 "Thinking/feeling with the Church" and World Community 

Workshop on "THINKING/FEELING WITH THE CHURCH" 

We opened the session with Fr. Pat O'Sullivan reading 
some of the rules of St. Ignatius on "Thinking with the 
Church." This was followed by a sharing on our expectations
of the group meeting on this theme. Our expectations were: 
- to learn to look at and with the Church from the inside 
- to learn more about the expression "thinking/feeling with 

the Church" 
- to learn how to be conscious of being members of the 

Church, witness for the Church and spread its teaching 
- how to have a sense of Church community 
- how to be less critical of the hierarchy. 
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vie shared on what "thinking/feeling with the Church" 
means to us. For some it is a deep spiritual interest from 
£hildhood; a seeking and searching for what is essential; 
to be a member of CLCis a particular way to be a chris
tian and catholic - Rule 10 of St. Iqnatius. For a Jesuit 
or CLC member to speak out publicly against superiors would 
be wrong. 

This was followed by a sharing on "What ;s the Church?" 

- It is one way to God, and the uniqueness of the individual 
vocation enriches it. 

- It is a better way to basic living. 
- It is the People of God like a big family with unity in 

diversity. 
- It is a love of something majestic even when all is not 

understood. 
- It is the richness of spiritual life. 
- It is the shari ng of the Sacraments and the shari ng of 

individual talents in a wide diversity of cultures and 
traditions. 

- It is that which makes it possible for human beings to 
live together. 

CLC helps people in a deeper participation and it is 
each one of us linked with Christ as a sign of His coming 
on earth. 

Examples were shared on how the reality of the Church 
entered one's consciousness: 

- it is the body of Christ, 
- the sign of the world's redemption, 

a network of relationships that make sense in faith, 
- the Church is sinful and we are part of the problem of 

its sinfulness, 
- the hierarchical structure ~nd the Body of Christ cannot 

be separated and it is an on-going Pilgrim Church, 
- we must have a deep sense of charity in relation to it. 

Ignatian "Thinking with the Church" is a constant call 
to conversion - if we have this attitude we do not stand 
back and condemn. 

Drawing from our own experience we shared on the areas 
in whichwe have been instrumental in using the CLC charism 
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to the benefit of the wider Church for example - as a pro
cess guide in an area of dilemma; helping to use the Exer
cises in the communal scene where people find negative 
shari ng diffi cult. Some noted the d ; vergence that occurs 
between CLC experience and the parish experiences and dif
ferences between CLC and Basic Christian Communities. Others 
noted that it is laudable to think with the bishop and the 
parish but some'times the bishop and parish do not want to 
think with us. 

There are contrasts within one's own country and also 
from country to country - for example. sometimes priest and 
people are as one; other ti~es they are poles apart. There 
are tensions that can arise even between Christian groupings; 
there are the problems of youth who have spiritual formation 
but no social/political formation. In some' places there is 
the Church's opposition to the introduction of scientific 
socialism. Over all, t·t is a matter of conversion "to act 
justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly with your God." 

We were unanimous in seeing the necessity to be well 
informed on the documents of the Church, while noting that 
these documents a re not of equal value. and. the need to 
distinguish what is accessory and what ;s essential. 

\~e touched on the subject of World Community and we saw 
the possibility to arrhe at this stage if we all adhere to 
the General Principles; and, more important. if we are 
faithful to the Holy Spirit we feel sure a World Community 
will evolve. 

Given there is a growth in the self-awareness of the 
Church. we feel the need for further prayer and reflection 
to express in contemporary words the basic insight of St. 
Ignatius. so as to emulate his loyalty to the Church. 

In the process of the Exercises, where do we situate 
"Thinking with the Church"? It includes commitment to pov
erty, humility, abandonment, deep love of the Church. 

We finished with and we leave you with a very pertinent 
que s t ion: "Ar ewe 9 i v i n 9 and li v i n 9 the: Exe r ci s e s pro per1 y 
if the fruit is not a love of and commitment to the Church?" 
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YOUTH 


Some guide questions that may help: 

1) In what sense 
movement? 

does "youth" form an integral part of our 

How does this 
experience and 

express itself 
their reality? 

(or not) in the members' 

2) 	 What should characterise "youth pedagogy" in CLC? 
What are the chief helps? 

3) 	 Weaknesses and strengths in the reality of youth in CLC 
today. 
Thrust suggested. 
Perspectives. 

4) 	 Transition period - Young adults. 
Difficulties. What to do? . 

5) 	 How can CLC help youth find their vocation? 
What is the responsi.bility of youth in the world· and in 
the Church? 

6) 	 Youth and World Community. 

Report of the "YOUTH" workshop 

What did the workshop discuss? 
- que~tions presented on paper 

- questions presented by yesterday's youth meeting. 


How did the workshop function? - 4 sub-groups. 
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What does our report consist of? 

- a very brief summary of our discussions 
- a full report will be distributed later. 

Points raised: 

- The oneness of our movement, i nspi red by our common 
experience of the Spiritual Exercises which inspire 
{)ur way of 1 i fe. Young peopl e fee 1 accepted and loved; 
they belong to a commOn movement. 

- Oneness does not exclude diverse identities, needs. 
concerns. 

Youth live as youth, and adults as adults. 

- Separate identity requires an appropriate pedagogy. The 
Survey-may be adopted as a pedagogy for youth. Youth 
must be made aware that CLC is a lifelong vocation, 
one of several they may choose. Young people must be 
given a human. Christian formation, and adults should 
be a testimony of the CLC way, rather than a model. 

- Formation must make youth aware of whole CLC reality. 
and here the role played by lay, youth leaders is 
significant. 

Answers of the different sub~groups to question 1: 

In what sense does "youth" fOT'm an integT'al paT't of 
OUT' movement? 

How does this express i tse If (OT' not) in the membeT's ' 
expeT'ienae and their T'eality? 

- need for trained guides with Spiritual Exercises back
ground 

- CLC is a natural process for offering identity to Chris
ti ans 

- the dynamics attract youth to CLC vocation 

- the basis which integrates the whole CLC movement is the 
common sharing, each one according to one's characteris
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tics, of the Ignatian spirituality, either by adults or 
young members. 

Youth experience underlines the process of living the 
community dimension (personal and group growth), the 
spiritual dimension (deepening in the fa,ith, prayer and 
Sp.Ex.) and Mission (beginning of openness to society and 
its analysis). 

However, youth CLC experience has not to be considered 
only as "trial CLC" but as a sharing in the, whole CLC 
spirit "according to the age" (GP). 

On youth pedagogy, it is-necessary to distinquish between 
different levels within the same youth groups, for example, 
first and 1ast years at university, those who are working 
while attending university. So pedagogy has to be different 
for each level, and oriented to the growth in each of the 
3 dimensions mentioned before. 

An adaptation of the Survey, regarding the youth reality 
could be proposed. 

- Youth and adults are acknowledged to have separate iden
tities, needs, problems. Youth is a dynamic force in the 
world; it is also a time for decision, to think about 
lifelong commitment in various spheres of life. 

But the que s t ion 0 f you t h 's i n te grat ion wit hi n C L C can 
not be looked at simply from the perspective of youth. 
The adult perspective is also necessary. 

Adul ts and youth both form part of one movement and there 
is one very important unifying factor - the Iqnatian 
spirituality of our way of life. Young people are at a 
stage where they must choose whether or not to commit 
themselves to that way of life, but they share the same 
spirituality as adults. Indeed, the decision to take up 
the way of theCLC's is influenced by a young person's 
experience of this spirituality. 

Once a commitment is taken up, all of us, whether we are 
young or old, begin to deepen our understanding of this 
way of life, with the help of the Spiritual Exercises 
until we reach full Christian maturity. 

There is no question of belonging to two separate move
ments, to living different lifestyles. We are united by 
a common spirituality; we share a common way of life but 
one which respects the different needs ,concerns and 
identities of adults and youth. To emphasise the differ
ences a t the expense of wha t we share in common woul d 
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undermi ne the worl d communi ty whi ch we profess to be 
buil di ng. For thi s reason, it is important not to have 
separate meetings or communities and federations, but 
there must be some organ which will help to impart Igna
tian spirituality to youth. 

- ClC is a way of life, it is to help each other to discern 
what God wants from us. Just as for adults, so it is the 
same question that brings youth together in ClC. Because 
youth is at the beginning of their life, the question is 
colored: what will I do with my life? looking for an 
answer on these questions, we help each other to live the 
reality in which we live, and to make in that reality the 
right choices, the right discernment. 

- ClC has no strong identity in terms of numbers as some 
other youth movements have. Those movements bring many 
young people together, and therefore they are very suc
cessful. But looking at our youth, we see that they are 
dee'ply committed in the reality they Hve in. And not 
only that, they gather other young people (not ClC) around 
them to do the same. 

Integration of youth in ClC is putting things incorrec'tly. 
There is no problem about youth in CLC. Sometimes, when 
90% of CLC is youth, adults have integration problems. 
But then, the assistant must be the person who unifies I 

the two parts. He has a universal mission of bringing 
people together. So he has to be like a bridge between 
youth and adults. Sometimes transition fromyouth to adult 
is a problem, but once there are young-adult groups, the 
problem solves itself. 

Answers to question 2: 

flhat should aharaaterise "youth pedagogy II in CLC? 

What are the ahief helps? 

Strengths and acceptance found in ability to share whole 
self; e.g. weaknesses as well as strengths - no masks 
necessary. 

- Christ becomes real. He is experienced in living rather 
than through purely intellectual knowledge. 
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- There is real unity in the search for identity and values 
and self-concept. 

- A developi ng ease and/or abi 1 ity to share feel in!ls through 
acceptance and encouragement. 

Fulfillment found in CLC stimulates the desire to propa-, 
gate movement and to serve. 

Answers to question 3: 

Weaknesses and strengths in the reality of youth in CLC 
today. 

Thrust suggested. 

Perspeatives. 

~~~~!:!~~~~~ 
- lack of lay assistants 
- 1 ack of anal ys i s ab(>ut integra ti on of our 1 i fe as a 1 ay 

person in our CLC. our society. our church 
lack of knowledge of Church social, doctrinal issues 
after Vatican II. 

~~r~!)g!b~ 
- full-time promoters 
- more relations with official Churches, with other different 

Catholic movements in our countries 
- relations with S.J. 

r~rH~!:!iY~~ 

- increase of lay and Jesuit assistants 
- create regional youth commissions but commissions of youth 

or to serve youth (open question. not yet resolvea) 
- increase number of young people in Ex-Co. 

~~gg~~!iQ!:!~ 

- contacts among federations 
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- exchange of publications and make a directory of CLC pub 
blications from allover the world 

- regional formation courses 

- twinning 

Answers to question 4: 

Transition Period - Young adults. 

Difficulties. What to do? 


- CLC is fundamentally a vocation, but not a vocation for 
everyone. 

- Formation must be demanding, presenting youth with the 
full rea 1 i ty of the CLC way. Here gui des are very important. 

Youth should be confronted with Sp. Ex. and the relation 
of these with their daily life. Th~y should be h~lped .to 
relate the spiritual with their daily life. They must be 
made aware that their period of formation will end with! 
an important decision - to take up or not a way of'life. 

- A plan of action, agreed upon between adults and youth. 
taking into consideration the special needs of each stage 
of a young person's life. 

- It is important to have close contacts between adul ts and 
youth; adults may serve as models, but it is important 
that the model should fulfill the discerned vocation of 
the group; perhaps the word to use is not so much model 
as witness of what living CLC means to an adult. 

- The group must help young people to confront the decisions 
and difficulties in their lives. 

Answers to question 5: 

How can CLC help youth find their vocation? 

What is the responsibi lity of youth in the world and 
in the Church? 

- There is no solution for this problem that fits in the 
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whole world. Each federation has its own reality and each 
country is different. Youth has to live in its own real
ity and so it must find its vocation, its mission in the 
Church and in the world. 

- In Latin America youth-CLC belongs mostly to lower middle 
class. Thus the problem of CLC is: how to make youth 
interested in marginalisation, faith and promotion of 
justice. CLC has to form people who are socially inter
ested, but who do not become extremists, nor become skept
ical or spiritualist. CLC members have to, stay with both 
their feet planted in the reality they live in, with the 
strong belief and experience of God's love. 

- Zimbabwe and South Africa: for the black youth it is said 
that Christianity is a white man's belief. The CLC must 
help youth to remain christians and not to lose contact 
with the reality of their own people. 

- Europe: there is a mental, moral and religious poverty 
(that exists also in Latin America). 

CLC can offer to youth: 

*formation 

*Spi ri tua 1 Exerci ses 

*discernment. 


But al so, CLC is not· a movement for masses - CLC is a 
movement for those (rather few), who feel that vocation 
to discern what to do with their life in the reality they 
live in. 

CLC has to be a yeast in the society. Especially for 
youth there is a prob 1em in bei ng few.' Youth want to be a 
mass-movement. So. CLC can bring together in regional. com 
munity meetings the few members of the different groups-: 
Then communi ty becomes rea 1 for youth and it becomes rea 11y 
supportive for daily life. 

We also experienced that the more community - minded 
youth is, the more they ask for spiritual direction. Thus, 
we feel a need for spiritual direction, from priests. reli 
gious people and lay people. 

* * * 
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MARRIED COUPLES 


Guidelines that may help: 

1) 	 Some say that, we should insist on small local communities 
formed by married couples. 

What is your experience and the reality of your country 
rega·rdi ng groups formed by coupl es? 

2) 	 What do married couples expect of CLC? 

How does CLC spirituality affect their family life? 

3) 	 Is our spiritual pedagogy sufficiently 'adapted to married 
couples forming communities? 

How do the couple share CLC vocation with each other? 

4) 	 What contribution can married couples give to CLC? 

What does the CLC expect from them? 

Couples and personal vocation. 

5) 	 Married couples and the World Community. 

Report of the workshop on "MARRIED COUPllS" 

It is important to remember at all times that CLC is 
a vocation that has to respect the individuality and the 
freedom of a 11 persons. in order that each person may be 
able to hear the call when it comes from the Lord and be 
able to respond. This refers as much to the couples as to 
their children. So. when we love. we should look at and 
respect God's plan for each one. Even when things do not 
go the way we think they should. we should not try to deviate 
from or accelerate God's plan. 

It would be ideal. if within the couple. both would be 
CLC members. Nevertheless there are some cases in some 
communities where only one is a member. We have seen that 
this situation is a viable one only if the non-member spouse 
of the couple is able to understand and to accept the par
tic i pa t ion 0 f the s po use. 
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The participants of this workshop have had different 
experiences. The sharing of their experiences was enriching 
and valuable for all of us. 

In the majority of cases. the married couples are in. 
mixed groups - that is to say married couples. singles. lay 
and priests. It is rare for the situation to existinwhich 
it is required that in order to -enter CLC both spouses 
should want to enter. 

~Je understand that the formula of one CLC couple has 
to be If 1 f2. which means that each spouse keeps his/her 
own individuality in the marriage and thus they grow indi
vidually. and as a couple. in their daily life. 

The CLC coup 1e has to gi ve wi tness in wha t we can ca 11 
the domestic church. since the domestic church is for the 
couple the first cell of the church. They also have to give 
a visible witness of the living lay vocation. (This casts no 
reflection on those who are called to live as singles.) 

The CLC couples - in some places - work together in 
mission and service. for example: working in the education 
of not married couples. formation of youth. formation and 
encounters with young married couples. 

The CLC is an important support for: the married couples 
and their families since it does conteract the anti-evange 
lical values of society such as: consumerism. racism. defi-= 
cient sexual relation. etc ... 

A common problem was discussed: the difficulty of the 
coup 1e to engage themse 1yes in pray; ng together. on a 
regular basis. in their daily life. The participants shared 
experiences of frustration and obstacles. Some possible 
solutions were discussed. such as: brief. individual. daily 
consciousness examen followed by a moment of shared prayer. 

We recommend that the needs of CLC couples and their 
families expressed below be placed under the responsibility 
of a CLC couple. This couple could be the chairpersons of 
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a new Commission for Couples who could work within a pyramidal 
structure with chairpersons of different regions. who in 
turn could coordina,te the work of the chairpersons of the 
different countries in the region; or the couple could be ' 
part of the Formation Commission, etc. Recommendations: 

1) 	 to establish exchange of visits of either couples, their 

chi ldren or both 


2) 	 to have some pages in Progressio for communication pur

poses 


3) 	 to have twinnings at the family level 

4) 	 to hold an Assembly in which the whole family (couples 

and children) can participate even though money may be a 

problem 


,5) 	 to provide Spiritual Exercises and retreats in forms 
where the couple can share what they are experiencing 
from day to day with each other and follow step by step 
the process that each one is going through 

6) 	 to bring out a Surveyor a pedagogy suited to couples 

7) 	 to share resources with other couples (organizations, 

marriage encounters). humbly asking their help and offer,.. 

ing our own charism. For example, meetings of couples as 

a source of rna teri a 1 for formi ng pre-communi ti es and 

offering CLC members in formation a community experience. 


* * * 

THE CLC WELCOMES 

PORTUGAL 

ENGLISH CANADA 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

PROGRAM FOR August 31st* * 

.* - Plenary session * 
I} Process guide situates the day* * 
2) Synthesis of "Reasons for" and "Reasons* * 

against" becoming a world community, from the
* 'Acts' of Rome '79 (Jose Gsell) * 
* 3} Explanation of difference between Federation * 
* and Community (Patrick O'Sullivan S.J.J * 
* - Time for personal prayer and reflexion on one's * 
* own feelings, on the risks and hopes with regard * 

to the question: 
** "Do we feel called, now, to become a world 

* community? " * 
* - Listening in 6 groups of 20 persons * 
* * 

- National delegations meet to share personal re
* flexions and ;..,hat each one has heard in the * 

Listening Groups* * 
* - Regional meetings * 
* * 

- Eucharistic celebration
* * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

A WORD OF INTRODUCTION 

Prayer 

Let us place ourselves reverently in the presence of 
the Lord and beg that God will order everything in our day 
to his praise and service. 

J n 17. 21: "May they all be one. Father, may they be one in 
us, as you are in me and I am in you, so that 
the world may believe it was you who sent me." 

- Our unity has a missionary dimension - "so that the world 
may believe!" 

- And this missionary dimension of unity is the fruit of the 
gi ft of love. 14e 'are sent by the Fa ther. by our common 
Fa ther. 
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Process 

The basic idea of the workshops yesterday was to expe
rience together as a World Community ·some important areas 
of our spirituality and to reflect on some Of our importa.nt 
sec tors. 

- The reports of the different workshops may be of help to 
regional and national groups. At these levels the general 
conclusions may find some concrete ways of implementation, 
according to the needs and means of each country and region. 

As a communi ty here may I poi nt out some signs of the 
"good spirit" living among us? 

a) 	 A growing joy. At all moments I have been struck by 
the fraternal atmosphere. fruit of love. There is a 
growing joy and happiness in this group among persons; 
many of them diqn't even know -each other a week ago. 
At times this manifests itself more clearly in common 
celebrations. Yes. this is the fruit of the good spirit. 

b) 	 Serious work, cooperation, a lot of goodwill and open 
dispositions. 14e have been doing serious work. even 
with difficulty, sometimes. Perseverance in this is a 
sign of the Spirit working in us. 

c) 	 Peace around us. 

d) 	 Desire for service. Talking to people. participating 
in groups I fee 1 very much th is des i re for servi ce 
growing, making itself more evident and with a wider 
vision. There is no criteria, perhaps, as a sign of 
the spi rit as thi s: a great des i re to be of servi ce to 
others, to ~ men for others. 

I mention these things today because we should not take 
for granted what is a gift of the Lord. These signs are the 
presence of the Lord, very concretely, among us during these 
days. 

E. 	 Mereieea S.J. 
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TOWARDS A WORLD ~OMMUAqTY . •. 

At Rome '79. the General Assembly voted "Yes" to the 
proposition - "Should we now actively strive to become a 
World Community?" 

1. 	What were the reasons for this? Pages 217-232 of the 
Acts of Rome '79 give the reasons; perhaps the two most 
basic ones were: 

a) 	 Ignatian spirituality gives a universal vision (e.g. 
the Kingdom meditation) 

b) 	 The word 'community' seems to express more aptly the 
CLCworld reality - a growing attitude of unity and 
solidarity between Federations. as witnessed in mutual 
help. common courses. personal contacts ... 

2. 	 What is the difference between "Federation" and "Commu
nity"? 

The difference is one of emphasis. "Federation" empha~ 
sises a structure; "Community" emphasises an attitude of 
uni ty and soli da rHy, s pri ngi ng from a common source 
(Spiritual Exercises). 

3. 	Does this mean that. in a World Community, structures are 
not important? 

No; structures are always necessary and important - prov 
ided their ultimate purpose is to foster service ana 
support mission. 

4. 	What safeguards local 'autonomy' in a World Community? 

The very nature of the CLC vocation and its understanding 
of mission: 

a) 	 The CLC is essentially a lay vocation, and the essence 
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of a lay vocation is that mission is discerned (dis
covered), not imposed or given. 

b) 	 The Ignatian principle of Thinking with the Church 
embraces not only an "'identification with the world
wide Body of Christ, but also an involvement in one's 
local situation, to be at the service of the local 
Church. How best to be at the service of the local 
Church is a matter of discernment on the local level. 

5. 	What is the point of the present 'decision' to be taken 
with regard to the Question'- "Do we feel called, now. 
to become a World Community?" - 

Though the last General Assembly voted to strive actively 
to become a World Community. the vote was not unanimous. 
The point of our present 'decision' is very much in the 
nature of an Ignatian repetition and evaluation - it is 
the opportunity for the present delegates to review the 
decision taken in Rome '79. to reflect on their experience 
since then, and, in the 1 i ght of these two, to express 
how they fee 1 now wi th regard to the ca 11 to a Worl d Com
munity. Any future orientations will be based on this 
present 'decision'. 

One further question: 

The Ad Hoc Commission proposed 4 possible changes in 
the General Principles and Statutes. and also criteria for 
membership in a World Community. The reactions of national 
federations to these proposals have been varied and show the 
complexities of these questions. Consequently the Assembly 
will be asked - "Does the Assembly wish to mandate the new 
Executive Council to establish a group that will continue 
the work of the previous Ad Hoc Commission?" 

Patpick O'SULLIVAN S.J. 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 


* * 
* 
* 

PROGRAM FOR September 1st * 
* 

* morning * 
* - Plenary Session: * 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

Brief explanation given by process guide, 
situating the day in the continuing process of 
deliberation. 

The national delegations are asked to prepare 
for the next plenary session on how they are 
presently feeling with regard to the question: 
liDo you feel called, no'W, to beaome a 'World 
communi ty? 11 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 
* 

Their answer could be: 
"Yes, because ••. (briefly giving the reason)" 
"No, because .•. " 
"Yes, but... (wi th condition)" 
"We are not yet clear." 

* 
* 
* 
* 

* 
* 

- National delegations meet to clarify their 
feelings and to prepare for the Plenary Session 

* 
* 

* 
* 

- Plenary Session: each delegation expresses its 
present inclination on the question. 

* 
* 

* * 
* afternoon * 
* - Time for personal prayer and reflexion * 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

- National delegations meet 

- Time for clarifications/questions before answer 
ing the question -

- Eucharist 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

* * 
* evening * 
* - Plenary Session: official reply to the question * 
* * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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A WORD OF INTRODUCTION 

As far as the Assembly is concerned, we are in the 
midst of a community discernment process. During our first 
days together, in a climate of faith, we have sought to re
live as' a group the basic identity between the CLC reality 
and how we actually express it. And all this has been done 
in an atmosphere of trust which ensures we interpret things 
as they should be interpreted, and are able to communicate 
to others the personal and community experience of faith. 

The retreat has helped us purify ourselves with regard 
to our prejudices and pre-conceptions, and so arrive at a 
greater degree of interior freedom within the perspective 
of the Kingdom of Christ. Prejudices are pre-judgments; we 
cannot suppress them but we should become aware of them and 
control them. Pre-conceptions (or pre-dispositions) betray 
an emoti ona 1 charge whi ch s tops us seei ng thi ngs objecti ve ly 
(attractions or aversions). Our going about all this to
gether helps this process of purification. 

Yesterday morning we tried to clarify the matter for 
discernment and to formulate better the decision which con
cerns this assembly and future orientations of the CLC. In 
the afternoon we came together in 'listening groups', on 
both the world and the regional levels. It is a question 
hereofsearchingforwhatthelord wants, and of not holding 
on to a closed position from the very start. A common feel
ing develops and also a common language is acquired to the 
extent that we let ourselves be challenged by others. 

Some have asked - are we not dOing the same thing that 
we did at Rome? In reality, what we are engaged inis an 
Ignatian repetition. What does that consist in? In the 
course of a discernment, an Ignatian repetition consists in 
re-living here and now what has struck us most forcibly on 
the affective level - a posi tive feel ing of acceptance or a 
negative feeling of rejection; in a word, a past experience 
1 i ved as a grace. And so the grace of Rome r 79' i s to be 
re-lived by us here and now - not three years ago. We live 
it now enri chedby three years of 1 i fe' s experiences, so the 
experience is the same, and yet not the same. Taking up 
again, as a community, the areas or the moments of light, 
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of hope (consolation) and the times of discouragement, of 
doubts, of fear (desolation) that we experienced then - these 
will give us indications for discerning the attion of God 
now, that is. the confirmation or not of the decision taken 
at Rome. Life itself, the passage of time, the experience 
of these past years provide a solid criteria; ordinary 
living has the capacity for dispelling doubts and opening 
up new paths. But even more, it makes us understand what 
our first reflection did not grasp clearly. Accumulated 
experi ence puri fi es and enri ches the memory of the grace of 
Rome '79. At the same time it moves us towards the future. 
Our living and lived experience gives us peace in the con
firmation of a decision taken previously, and from that 
moment on the decision gives an orientation to our future 
act ion. The te s t 0 f 1 i f e its elf i san i n t e g r alpart 0 f 
Ignatian discernment. The process of dfscernment. implies 
not only an acti ve i ndi fference through whi ch we a 11 ow our
selves to be challenged, but also the capacity to read what 
is going on inside us, to read events, and the desire to 
serve better. to serve more. It is in being aware of the 
totality of the process that we avoid becoming simplistic. 
St. Ignatius himself learnt from his own experiences - his 
own experiences. full of generosity. pondered over and re
flected on. 

E. Me rei e ea S. J. ! 

RESULT OF THE DELIBERATIOAl ON THE Q.UESTION: 

«DO YOU FEEL CALLED, NOW, 
TO BECOME A WORLD COMMUNITY?» 

37 YES 
o NO 

2 ABSTENTIONS 
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* * * * *. * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

* PROGRAM FOR Septernper 2 * 
* - an hour of personal prayer * 

- Eucharist* * 
- Free day* * 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

PART III ~ CONCLUSIONS 

* * * * * * * * * *' * * * * * * * * * * 
* PROGRAM FOR September 3 * 
* morning * 

Plenary Session:
* Brief explanation is given by process guide on * 
* the proceedings of the day. The different regions * 

are to meet, to brainstorm on recommendations
* for the Ex-Co, to help it implement the orien * 
* tation of the movement concerning * 

1) formation
* 2) mission and service * 
* 3) structure * 

4) world dimension
* and other points the region feels should be * 
* given priority. * 
* Regional meetings: brainstorming on how to im * 
* plement the orientation just taken * 
* - Personal prayer/reflexion: to assimilate, re * 
* flect and pray over what each one has heard in * 

the regional meeting
* * 
* * afternoon 
* - National delegations meet to suggest priori ties * 

for implementation at the world' level
* * 
* - Regional meetings: from the dif:ferent points ex * 

pressed';by the national delegatiQnsj"the regions* * ate to draw up recommendations for the Ex-Co. 
* * 

- Eucharist (by regions)* * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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A WORD OF INTRODUCTION 

I~e move QY taking one concrete step at a time. That 
enables us to ,accept our own limitations and to make the 
most of our opportunities to serve. 

Redemption must be worked out historically, in the 
midst of human difficulties. Our discernment, the call we 
feel 1;0 a world community. is not going to be realised in 
ideal conditions. but rather in a complicated world. with 
concrete individuals. in concrete situations. To bring to
gether the greatest and the least is something divine. To 
maintain the dream and the ideal through failures supposes 
a considerable spiritual maturity. The spiritual 'process' 
of St. Ignatius brlngs together the ideal and the possible 
in a. tension where desires are uppermost - in a discernment 
of real life. This is the grace I invite you to ask for 
today. and in the days ahead. 

The major task of these days is to combine our desire 
for service. the universal vision of things, with human 
instruments and the feeling forwhat is possible and concrete. 

Like Ignatius. we have to ask for the grace to bring 
together the dream and the reality, great ideals with our 
concrete life today. It has been said that Ignatius was a 
mi xture of Don Qui xote and Sancho - very di ffi cul t extremes. 
it would seem. to reconcile (integrate). St. Ignatius. a 
human being, discovers little by little in his life that it 
is only in the concrete that he can serve God, through be
coming involved with the details of day to day living. 

We. must bring together our capacity, to search. to 
dream, to hold ideals with the necessity of finding concrete 
means and of becoming fully involved - really down to earth 
in time and place. Our temptation at this moment is to be 
content wi th ali ttl e and not to look for sol uti ons tha t i 
are concrete and possible. 

E. Mercieca S.J. 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
PROGRAM FOR September 4* * 
morning* * - Plenary Session

* 1) The six regions present their recommendations * 
to the Ex-Co* 	 * 

2) 	 Proposed amendments are presented
* * 
* - Personal prayer/reflexion * 
* 	 * 

afternoon
* - Plenary Session; Clarifications / Questions on * 
* the proposed amendments * 
* - Regional meetings: sharing and listening on ho,,, * 

each one feels about the proposed amendments
* 	 * 

- National delegations meet to prepare their vote
* on the proposed amendments * 
* - Eucharist by regions * 
* * 
* evening * 

- Plenary Session: vote on the amendments
* * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Amendment approved unanimously by the General Assembly: 
"The next General Assembly will be held in 1986." 

The Ex-Co made this proposal by way of experiment 
(and not as a definitive change in the Statuts) 
which the following Assembly can either ratify or 
reject. 

Recommendations approved by a majority vote of the General 
Assembly dealt with: 
1) 	 the setting up of a special Commission to continue the 

work of the Ad Hoc Commission 
2) 	 holding Regional Assemblies every 4 years 
3) 	 a balanced representation of the different regions and 

sectors of life - as far as possible - in the composition
of the Ex-Co, which was reminded it could use its power
of co-opting 2 consultors in this regard. 

- 67 




RECOMMENDATIONS 
PRESENTED BY THE REGIONS 

FORMATION 

General ideas 

·1) Middle East & French-speaking Africa: 

14ith regard to formation, we request that this be organ
ised as a process of growth precisely as CLC, which leads 
the person on progressively, through integrating their 
life and their identification with Christ: a poor life
~tyle. That presupposes: 

- a process which leads to a greater integration into a 
poor milieu, so that our life-style can be a witness; 

- a formationintheanalysisofone'smilieu, in service. 
with a view to mi.ssion; 

- a solid doctrinal formation for a better understanding 
of what we are called to; 

- a formation for "thinking with the Church", to avoid 
the danger of forming either "a church within the 
Church" or "a church beside the Church." 

Latin America: 

~~e propose to stress the thinking/feeling with the Church 
in its double dimension: in what constitutes the people 
of God and the hierarchy of the Church. The experience 
of the Spiritual Exercises deeply lived demands this 
double dimension. 

2) 	 The Asian and Oaeania region feels thattheworld vision 
for CLC is: forming "Contemplatives in action". people 
who integrate in their lives the lived experience of the 
Spiritual Exercises, in community, for service. 
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3} 	 Latin America: 
We recommend that the formation process takes into 
account a constant analysis of one's reality, scientific 
ally done, as an expression of christian love that wants 
to be h; s tori ca lly effi c i e nt. Th; s pres upposes prayer 
and reflection in relation to the social problems that 
affect humanity (documents of the bishops, social teach
ing of the Church, etc ... ) 

4) 	 Europe: 
It is important that the formation commission should 
continue. 

Training of guides, assistants 

1) 	 Middle East & French-speaking Africa: 
We would suggest that a priority be qiven to the forma
tion of Qui des - both guides of groups and guides for 
the Spiritual Exercises. Wewould like particular atten
tion be given to the formation of gUides for giving the 
Exercises in Daily Life. 

2} 	Asia/Oceania - China: 
We request that the Ex-Co continue its work of formation 
of guides, both ecclesiastical assistants and lay people. 

3} 	Asia/Oceania - Sri Lanka: 
Since the CLC movement derives its inspiration from the 
Spiritual Exercises, we recommend that the Ex-Co encour
age the Jesuit body in Sri Lanka to cooperate more in 
the formation of the CLC members according to the spirit 
of the Spiritual Exercises. 

4} 	English-speaking Africa: 
\~e recommend that lay people be trained as directors, 

moderators and youth assistants. Important aspects to 

be taken into consideration in the training are: 

- understanding and acceptance of the G.P. 

- experience of the Spi ritual Exerci ses 

- experience of CLC community; CLC as a vocation 


training in techniques of running meetings 

- openness to mission and service possibilities 
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5) 	English-speaking Africa: 
We recommend that Jesuits be trained in CLC, as they have 
much to offer. Representation from the Ex-Co and also 
from the Jesuits here (in the Assembly) to other Jesuits, 
at all levels, would facilitate this. 

6) 	 Asia/Oceania - Hong Kong: 
He recommend that the Head of the Jesuit Secretariat for 
the CLC take as one of his responsibilities the task of 
conscient;zing all the Assistants throughout the world 
of the present orientations of the CLCtowards world 
communi ty, and of educa ti ng and formi ng them for servi ce 
according to this orientation. 

Fotmatiort Cdutses/Ptdgrams 

1) 	Asia/Oceania Hong Kong: 
We recommend that. as far as is reasonably possible, all 
formation programs be in principle open to international 
participation. All formation programs should also con
scious1.Y orient the participants towards l~or1d Community. 

2) 	 Middle East & French-speaking Africa: 
We also suggest that there be more formation courses 
organised on the regional and international levels; that 
the formation commission, or team, should visit the dif 
ferent countries more often, to animate formation ses-=
sions;that countries and regions exchange among them
selves their different programs and experiences of 
formation. 

3) 	 Europe: . 
Formation courses ~n the European level are needed, and 
when possible with one of the guides from another conti 
nent. 

4) 	 English-speaking Africa: 
14e recommend sei'lding people to Guelph or possibly within 
the region for training in the Spirjtua1 Exercises. 

(cf. also "Communications" NQ 5) 
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MISSION AND SERVICE 


1) EUI'ope: 
The awareness of the call to the mission for one world 
should become the inspiring force for all concrete serv
ices: 
- in analysing better the socio-economical situations in 

our countries and the North-South issue 
- in unifying our efforts as a region 
- in a growing partnership with the third world (e.g. 

twinning) 
- in keeping in mind the 2nd world (people under commu

nist oppression) 
- ins t r eng t h en i n g 0 u r pres en c e i n i n t e rna ti 0 n a lorgani 

sations (more persons involved in Geneve, Vienna and 
other places as well as New York; more information to 
and from our representatives) 

2) 	 NOI'th AmeI'ica: 
In order to develop a sense of world mission that is 
relevant to our reality as one world, we recommend en
couragi ng some means whereby the CLC of the northern 
hemisphere dialogue with the CLC of the southern hemi
sphere; and also developing a common framework as well 
as discerning what are the most urgent cries we should 
res pond to. 

3) 	 North America: 
More and more of us of the northern hemi sphere fee 1 tha t 
the privilege place for finding the Lord is among the 
poor. They include native Canadian and U.S. people, 
hispano-American, ... However, how to work with such 
groups? We would benefit from the expertise and skill 
of others. 

4) 	 North America: 
Could the Commission on Mission and Service develop a 
document on NGO? 

5) 	 MiddZe East & French-speaking Africa 
As far as Mission and Service are concerned, we recommend 
that importance be given to the evangel isation of chris
tians, so as to make them more aware of the demands of 
the christian life. 
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6) 	 Middle East & French-speaking Africa: 
We recommend that the North-South di a 1 ogue shoul d be 
entered i.nto by the CLC's, to make people more open and 
to transform their mentalities. This is necessary if we 
want to be at the service of one world, and to deepen the 
sense of our presence at the U.N. 

7) 	 Asia/Oaeania:
We see that the "service of man should be the primary 
and fundamental way for the Church" and the CLC, and So 
we recommend that each local, national and regional com
munity' should discern its own mission in the light of 
this call. 

8) 	 Asia/oceania - Hong Kong:
We recommend that the world Ex-Co. as far as possible, 
ensure the partiCipation of national CLC's in all commit
tees (national. catholic, etc.) for the celebration of 
International Years. 

Specifically, we recommend that all national communities 
be encouraged now to begin partiCipation in preparation 
for the International Year of Youth - 1985, and for the 
celebrations bringing to a close the Decade of Women. 

9) 	 Asia/Oceania - Hong Kong:
We support the fo 11 owi ng recommenda t ions of the works hop 
on Mission and Service 

3.1 	 - The compil at i on of ali st of experts capable of 
international cooperation 

3.2 -	 The proposed Bulletin on Mission and Service 

3.3 	- Continued participation in the U.N. and efforts at' 
spreatfing recognition of and cooperation in this 
work by the national communities. 

10) 	 Asia/Oceania - India: 
!~e recommend that the "service of man", within the frame
work of a lived experience of the Spiritual Exercises, 
be the priority of CtC at the world level. More speci
fically, this would include the service of faith. also 
the promotion of justice in areas which are at the core 
of the country's problems. 

11) 	Asia/oceania - Japan:
We ask the World Community not only to work for a world 
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v, s, 0 n 0 f 0 u r miss ion and s e r vic e but a 1 so to 0 f fer us 
concrete means for changing social structures at the 
world level. For instance, United Nations' activities, 
Amnesty International. Year of Youth in 1985 and other 
campaigns like the abolition of nuclear arms should be 
given serious attentions. 

12) 	 Asia/Oceania - Philippines: 
In view of the fact that young people compose the major
ity of the world's population. especially in developing 
countries, we recommend that special emphasis be placed 
on mission and service to the youth of the world. not 
necessarily CLC youth. 

13) Latin America: 
We request the Ex-Co to ask the National Federations how 
they understand the concrete service of faith and justice. 
For example, the following questions are important: 
- how do our communities explain the causes of poverty? 
- what are the contacts they have with real situations 

of injustice? 
- how do we integrate in our lifestyle the tensions re

sulting from situations of injustice and poverty? 
With the answers received from the National Federations. 
t.he World Community could then specify orientations, 
unifying the efforts of our Communities concerning faith 
and justice. 

MARY 

1) 	Asia/Oceania - Australia: 
We ask the Ex-Co to continue keeping before the CLC's 
our Marian orientati on as found i·n the Exercises and the 
General Principles. 

2} 	 Latin America: 
We recommend to the Ex-Co tha tit looks for forms (ways) 

to deepen. vitalize and explain the role of Mary in CLC 

for the following reasons: 

- we have not yet assimilated the christological and 


ecclesial riches of the role of devotion to r~ary ac
cording to the Spiritual Exercises and Vatican II; 
a deeper living in union with Our Lady will actuate a 
better ser.vice in our mission to build the Kingdom 
with Christ; 
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- in Mary. poor and docile to the Spirit, are incarnated 
harmoniously and efficiently the values we want to 
announce to the world: fidelity to the Father, dedica 
tion to Christ and to his cause, option for the poor 
(poor with Christ for a better service). family life. 
dignity of the work, quietness and si.plicity of life 
style, love and dedication to the Church; 

- this will enable theCLC to be spread in poorer sectors 
in many regions; we affirm this specially for Latin 
America; 

- at the same time, this will help some communities to 
feel themselves more identified with the World Commu
nity. increasing our unity and apostolic strength. 

YOUTH 

If 	Middle East & French-speaking Africa: 
We recommend that our communities help young people in 
the choices that are essential for their life, at its 
different stages, with as much freedom as possible. And 
if it is their vocation, when the moment comes, whether 
they are a you ngad u'l t, 0 ran ad u 1 t. 0 u r co mm un i tie s 
should help them make the choice of a commitm~nt to the 
life of the CLCls. 

2) 	Asia/Oceania - Indonesia: 
We recommend that some consideration be given to the 
transition from a school/university CLC group to an adult 
one. 

3) 	 Europe:
We observe that, to the degree that CLC members partici 
pate in the common Ignatian experience, unity grows and 
we no longer need to speak of integration. Youth in CLC 
is authentic CLC in the process of formation (pre-commu
nity, community in different stages, cf. Survey) as 
adults are also CLC in the process of formation. Young 
people in' CLC call for special attention, in the same 
way as other life situations (e.g. couples). Pastoral 
work for youth inspired by CLC is .also possible. 

So, we recommend that the new Ex-Co consider the best 
way to deal with the particular needs that youth in CLC 
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have. As well as theoretical study, practical help such 
as formation courses for youth is also recommended. 

COUPLES 

Middle East & F~ench-speaking Af~ica: 
What came out of our sharing was that the family is the 
basic unit of society, and the first school of life. So 
we recommend that the CLC 'conscientise' couples into 
taking their married life to heart, and help them to be 
committed christians without neglecting their family 
life. This can be done through circulating articles and 
sharing the experiences of communities of couples in 
"Progressio" • 

WORLD DIMENSION 

1) 	Asia/Oceania - Philippines: 
lye recommend tha't, among the national federations, a 
common world vision be fostered, which would serve as 
the basis for discerned mission and service of the local 
communities. 

2) 	 Eu~ope: . 
!~e suggest that there could be worldwide coordinated 
prayer, oriented towards mission in the following way: 
on a specified day, perhaps once amonth,allCLC's 
throughout the worl d shoul d pray for a parti cul ar person 
such as a world statesman or a political prisoner. 

~ 

3) 	 No~th Amepica: 
\~e recommend that the next General Assembly should re
quire each national community to provide the Assembly 
with reports on how each Federation has implemented the 
conclusions of this Assembly. We see this in the spirit 
of mutua 1 accountabil 1ty wh i ch in i tse If buil ds communi ty, 
not juridism. 

4) 	 Latin Amepica: 
We 	 observe that our reality is as a young CLC in a poor 
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continent; there we find our greatest riches and our 
hope. This is our challenge and also our contribution 
to the world community. 

5) 	 English-speaking Africa: 
He recommend that when we clarify criteria for membership 
in a world community. we should not be too rigid, lest 
those federa ti ons wh i ch bel i eve in CLC. but have few 
trained assistants, be excluded. 

COMMUNICATION 

1) 	 English-speaking Africa: 
We recommend greater communication at all levels - people 
need to know what others are doing if we are to be a 
world community. 

2) 	 North America: 
The development of community and the international colla- . 
boration which community implies depend on more effective 
means of communication between and among the various 
Na ti ona 1 Communi ti es . So we recommend th a t the Ex-Co 
establish a special study Commission to explore how t~e 
technology of telecommunication might be used. 

3) 	 North America: 
As regard to twi nni ng. we woul d 1 ike to recommend that 
the Roman Secretariat coordinates this activity by main
taining a registry. 

4) 	 North America: 
vJe recommend we seriously take to heart that the qual ity 
of our w()rl d communi ty is the qual i ty of our presence to 
one another. 

5) 	 Latin America: . 
We recognise our regional identity based on our histor
ical, cultural and socia-political patrimony; as such, 
we can form a Latinamerican Community for the World and 
the Church. Therefore, we recommend the reinforcing of 
existing relations and the creation of mechanisms of 
regional integration, for example: 
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a) regional meetirigs 
b) formation courses for mission 
c) courses for group guides and guides of Spiritual Exer

cises 
d) 	 s t i mul a t i ng the exchange of experi e nces. pub 1 i ca ti ons 

and documents. projecting the creation of a bank of 
CLC documents for Latin America. 

6) 	 Latin Ameriaa: 
We recommend support to the U.S. Federation in their 
efforts to integrate the Ihispanos' of the U.S. into 
their ecclesial communities and into CLC. 

7) 	 Asia/Oaeania - Indonesia: 
We recommend a continuing exchange between CLCls as a 
world community but that this exchange should take into 
account the situations of each individual country. Par
ticularly important in this exchange are the ideas of 
twinning and publication of worthwhile material. 

8) 	Asia/Oaeania - Indonesia: 
\.Je recommend that there be more exchange betwee'n CLC' s 
in countries which have non-christian cultures/milieu. 
Particul arly important is the fosteri ng of young CLC 
members so that they persevere. 

PUBLICATIONS 

1) 	 Asia/Oaeania - Hong Kong: 
We recommend the production of a special number of 
PROGRESSIO or of a Supplement. written by or under the 
direction ofa competent theologian, explaining the theme 
of Providence 182 (lito do justice ... ") in its relation 
to the emergence of world comm~nity. 

2) 	Asia/Oceania - China: 
We request theEx-Co to continue publication of formation 
material on the Spiritual Exercises and Mission and 
Service. 
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3) 	 North Ameriaa: 
We recommend a special series of articles in PROGRESSIO 
to foster. deepen our charism to feel/think with the 
Church. 

4} 	 North Ameriaa: 
We are aware tha t the qua 1 ity of PROGRESS IO has improved 
remarkably and we are grateful for it; however, in its 
present format it does not have wide enough appeal. We 
recommend that measures be taken to make that important 
review for CLC members more appealing. 

5) 	 Latin Ameriaa: 
We propose to elaboril'te a Survey for youth and married 
couples. 

OTHER ASPECTS 

1) 	Latin Ameriaa: 
We recomment that it always be borne clearly in mind that 
we are a lay movement. And so our vitality will depend 
on our assuming responsibilities at all levels. 

2) 	 Latin Ameriaa: 
We recommend that serious consideration be given to the 
integration in CLC and in the Church of Central America 
and of the Caribbean. 

* * * 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

* * 
* September 5: * 
* * 
* 

ELECTIONS 
* 

* * 
* 

The morning was given 
new officers of the 

over to the elections of the 
Executive Council. In an * 

* atmosphere of prayer and discernment,.the follow * 
* 

ing were elected: 
* 

* PRESIDENT: Tobie Zakia - France (by acclamation) * 
* * 
* 

VICE-PRESIDENT: Josefina Errazuriz - Chile 
* 

* SECRETARY: Marie Schimelfening - U.S.A. * 
* 
* 

TRESURER : Brendan McLoughlin - Ireland 
(by acclamation) 

* 
* 

* CONSULTORS: Wilfred Perera - Sri Lanka * 
* Jack Milan - English-speaking Canada * 
* Felicitas Katepa - Zambia * 
* * 
* The newly elected Ex-Co members met in the after * 
* 

noon 
Cse Il 

and 
as 

during this meeting re-appointed Jose 
the Executive Secretary and Patrick 0 I * 

* Sullivan S.J. as the vice-ecclesiastical assistant. * 
* 

The new Ex-Co also co-opted * 
* 

Francisco (Paco) Sanz - Spain * 
* 

as the fourth consultor. * 
* 
* 

The day closed with the Eucharistic celebration. * 
* 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

* 	 * 
PROGRAM FOR September 6

* * 
* - Plenary Session: final remarks by process guide * 

on the days lived to-gether during this General
* Assembly * 
* 	 * 

Regional Meetings: the different regions were
* 	 asked to make concrete proposals on how to im * 

plement the orientation of the Assembly on the* 	 * 
national and the regional levels.

* * 
* - Plenary Session * 
* 	 1) Regional presentations of plans for implemen * 

tation
* 	 * 

2) Concluding remarks by Tobie Zakia
* * 
* - Closing ~1ass * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

FINAL 	REMARKS OF THE PllOCESS GUIDE 

"Ie are on the 12th day of our process. You surely 
expect a word from me about wha t we have been experi enci ng. 
The Spirit is always at work. whether in calm or in crisis, 
obscurity or light. He are not necessarily good. in the 
Spi ri t. because we feel good. no more than we are necessar
ily bad becaus~ we feel bad. Consequently. we should not 
ask if the process has been good or bad. more or less. 
Rather. a better question to ask would be - what signs of 
growth can we see? and especially. where are these days 
leading us? 

Since 1967 the CLC's have beguntobe in cOlltact agilin 
with the roots of their spirituality. the Spiritual Exer
cises. These are not just a retreat experience but·a- peda
gogy for the whol e of 1 i fe. 1973 marked the journey towards 
communi ty. in terms of. the process and in terms of the 
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characteristics that appeared. These later years have high
lighted formation, mission and poverty. 

Will this Assembly, with its style and content with 
regard to formation, be marked by a more profound and more 
universal vision? vJill it mark our mission with a deeper 
awareness of, and preparation and option for the problems 
ofthew 0 r 1 d? for the e van gel i sat ion 0 f c U 1 t u re? As' abo d y , 
will we be more flexible, more disponible with regard to 
our mission? Will the world community have an effect on the 
degree of trust and confidence between the national commu
nities? As we grow to appreciate one another more and more, 
will we also become more interested in the apostolate and 
in being committed? \.Jil1 this Assembly establish a more 
intimate link with the Society of Jesus, and with the local 
and universal Church? Will this Assembly affect the atti
tude of our members towards the service of faith and the 
pro mo t ion 0 f jus tice ? And if the a n s w e r i s yes - towhat 
extent and in what sense? 

At the next Assembly, in four years' time, we will be 
able to evaluate the real effects of Providence. And if in 
that time the fruits are those of the Spirit, then the 
process we have experienced here has been valid. In other 
words, things have been seen and done from God's point of 
view (Micah 6/8). 

l'he moments that each person has experienced here wi 11 
get their meaning and, ,in a certain sense, their explanation 
from the whole Assembly looked at globally, and the experience 
of Providence will be better understood as time goes by. 

The first invitation I would offer you is the invitation 
TO LIVE. Life itself is involved with integrating many 
factors and viewpoints, desires and opinions. Assimilation 
takes time. 

We have experi enced numerous graces here together. 
Sometimes we have experienced them quite tangibly. To follow 
the call to a world community, without calculating the 
sacrifices and dyings the Lord will ask of us-is not that 
our common grace? During the first days we experienced 
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surprise when we met brothers and sisters from so many dif
ferent places. We liked what they said, we were edified by 
their generosity, we were grieved by their sufferings. But 
that has also helped us appreciate better our own contribu
tion and our own limitations. To be able to speak face to 
face, to listen and to be glad at seeing 'the other' become 
'our neighbour' here - is not that a grace? The fact that 
today there are many young people in the CLC's, the aware
ness of what this means and what God ;s saying to us through 
them - that, certainly, is a great grace, as is the presence 
of young people among us here and the desire for unity in 
the movement. It is a great grace that the general spirit 
here is good, and that we are 'feeling' with the Church, 
with a love that is simple and concrete. 

The ve r s e 0 f M i c a h 6/8 , whi chi s the the me 0 f the 
Assembly, appears in the content of a trial between the 
People and Yahweh. There is a call to judgment, a complaint 
from Yahweh and the witnesses are the benefits which come 
from Yahweh. The People ask - "With what gift shall I come 
into Yahweh's presence and bow down before God on .hjgh?" 
God rejects that because something else is at stake 
loyalty, kindness to my neighbour so my neighbour can count 
on me. 

It is a question of being merciful, of a person's 
attitudes, of how a person behayes. It is not a question of 
an isolated gesture but a continuous way of acting, which 
respects the rights of man with a love that is-loyal and 
goes "beyond the demands of simple justice. Against the 
background of God, human dignity, equality among men, the 
values of each hUman being are discovered. Under the gaze 
of God man recognises himself as poor and simple. rather 
than proud and arroqant. The more we penetrate into the 
ways of God, the more rooted we are in the human. May the 
blessings of the Lord be immediately evident in the years 
to come so thatwe can truly evaluate what the prophet says: 
"What is good I will make known to you, man; this is what 
the Lord asks of you: only this, to act justly, to love 
tenderly and to walk humbly with your God. " (Micah 6/8) 

E. Mercieca B.J. 
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REGIONAL PLANS FOR ACTION 


ENGLISH-SPEAKING AFRICA 

BOTSWANA 

LESOTHO 


SOUTH AFRICA 

ZAMBIA 


ZIMBABvlE 


We began with the question: "what have we experienced 
here at Providence '82? 

1) 	 Because of the emphasis on World Community we have expe
rienced friendliness as a resulting theme of our together
ness. 

2) 	 From the soct a 1 and economi c rea 1 i ti es presented by La ti n 
American countries, we have felt the sense bf brother.hood 
and sisterhood; we have also felt the desire to emulate 
the work of the CLC's there. 

3) 	 The depth of faith of people in the As_sembly has been so 
helpful and encouraging for me (the reporter) personally 
and for many others from Africa. People lived and be
lieved the life of Christ here. 

, 
4) 	 Many of us have felt too little reference was given to 

other religious congregations and orders taking part in 
CLC. (Itseemed Jesuits and people who work with Jesuits 
are the only people who can assist CLC!) 

He 	 looked seriously to the following future objectives: 

1) 	 We hope the work of other religious orders will be ex
plicitly recognised in future Assemblies! 

2) 	 He want to build on our present priarity of working with 
youth by movi ng to the tra i ni ng of ass i s tants to work 
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not only with youth but also with adults. 

In this regard, we are happy to have a commitment from 
the Rome Secretariat to come among us at Christmas time 
to assist us. 

\lie also thank the Assembly for electing a youth member 
from our region to the Ex~Co. 

FRENCH-SPEAKING AFRICA d: MIDDLE EAST: 

EGYPT 
LEBANON 

MADAGASCAR 

ZAIRE 


In view of the importance given, in all our regional 
meetings, to the formation of guides, and in view of the 
discernment made by the Assembly to move towards a World 
Community. we have decided to organise together a session 
for group guides at Madagascar. in August 1984. We believe 
that this will also help very much to develop the regional 
Community which has had its first contacts here. 

As far as each country is concerned: 

Lebanon 	 has asked for an exchange of reports every si x months 
on how each country in the reg; on is tryi ng to 1; ve 
out the orientations of Providence '82. 

Egypt 	will begin to publish a CLC review, always with a view 
to the formation and the creation ofa world community.
It has also been decided to organise a week-end in 
January '83. based on the Supplement (to appear) of 
Progressio dealing with the theme of this Assembly. 

Madagascar 	has decided on the formation of guides for the 
Exercises according to the 19th annotation. 
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Also, on a session of 3 days, where the following 
will be dealt with: 
a) the docttinal. meaning of the laity 
b) how to make a choice, or spiritual discernment 
c) knowledge of oneself, as belonging to· the 

family, the Church and society in the context 
of our individual and community mission. . 

Fi na 11 y, on a day of reco 11 ecti on on "How to 
pray. II 

Zaire has decided to share experiences and encourage exchanges 
-- wi th other groups in Za i re who coul d be i nteres ted in 

forming CLC groups, but also to give special emphasis 
on consolidating the community already existing. 

One final decision, taken on the regional level, is 
to promote Progressio more among our communities, to widen 
their horizons to the world dimension and to help them deepen 
their CLC formation. 

ASIA &: OCEANIA: 

. AUSTRAL IA 

CH INA 


HONG KONG 

INDIA 


INDONESIA 

JAPAN 


PHILIPPINES 

SRI LANKA 


Our meeting started with a short evaluation of Provi
dence '82where a number of people expressed their feelings 
and ideas about the whole assembly. 

Then we proceeded to a discussion of four main areas: 
1) Regional meet~ng,. 2} Formation ;co~rse, 3) Newsletter 
(meansof'communlcatlon), and 4) TWlnnlng. 
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1) 	 Regional meeting: We have agreed not to hold any regional 
meeting within the next four years. However, we would 
1 ike to reques t the Ex-Co to prov; de time for reg; ona 1 
meetings during the General Assembly in 1986 because we 
still feel the need for such a sharing in the assembly. 

2) 	 Formation aourse: We have agreed that basic formation 
courses be held on the national level. Advanced forma
tion courses may also be held on :the national level and 
may be open to other countries in Asia and to all other 
ClC federations, depending on the desire of the ClC 
federation organising the course. 

We highly encouraged the Ex-Co to organise formation 
courses on the international level and we recommend that 
one of them be held in Asia to provide a better chance 
for Asian ClCfs to ~articipate. Hong Kong is a possibi
lityto play host for such a course. 

3) 	 Newsletter: We feel the need to communicate with one 
another in a more regular way. Therefore, we have decided 
to revive the Asian link, with each country taking 
responsibility to organise, get materials for print and 
mail one issue. Two issues will be published each year 
in the next four years. The Asian link will contain 
concrete experiences of each federation which may be of 
help as material for our own courses. 

Those ClC federations who publish their own new~letters 
are encouraged to share them with others. 

4} 	 Twinning: Three countries, India, Philippines and Japan, 
told of their experiences in twinning. All have shared 
a good experience in that area. However, there is a 
common feeling that it is better to have twinning on an 
informal basis, and that it be done on local groups and 
not just on the national level. In this way there is a 
wider contactwith ClC members from different countries. 

* * * 
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NORTH AMERICA: 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CANADA 

FRENCH-SPEAKING CANADA 


UN !TED STATES 


The North American region has agreed on five areas of 
common work for the future. They are: 

1) 	 At the regional level, we will announce the "good news" 
of Providence '82. We will use whatever means are appro
priate, each in our own country, to share this experience 
and its orientation with our members. 

2) 	 We will discern at the local and national levels how we 
can live this reality of one world and how we can realize 
mission in the world. The affirmation of our Hone world" 
orientation has implications for CLC life in all its 
dimensions, but most especially in the area of mission. 
We need to specffy the implications and implement what
ever brings us into greater harmony with the one world. 
Here we wi 11 emphas i ze communa 1 di scernment as opposed 
to individual discernment. Wewill also beworking within 
a 4 year framework. 

3) 	 14e have agreed that in one year's time (October 1983) 
the leadership of each federation will gather together 
to pursue a more intimate relationship with one another, 
to shqre what we have done, and to see how we can help 
and support one another in this common work. It was pro 
posed that the meeting take place in Guelph, Canada ana 
that part of our time toqether will be spent in a Faith 
Experience format. In addition, we a9reed that we will 
send reports of p..ogr'ess to one another during the month 
of February, 1983. 

4) 	 In terms of our relationships with the world outside of 
us, we have agreed to intensify our twinning and to 
deepen our relationships with those national communities 
with whom we are in contact. 

5) 	 Finally, in an effort to be more accountable to the world 
community, we have agreed to. send news of our progress, 
on a periodic basis. to the Central Secretariate in Rome. 

- 87 




Some general observations: 

1) 	 We each were able to express to one another the fears we 
had experienced in the. past three years.Wealsoacknow
ledged that we had grown beyond the fears into a place 
of deep joy and excitement about our orientations. 

2) 	 We remarked to one another about the qua 1ity of the per
sonal relationships we had experienced among us. and ex
p.ressed the desire that we have human and personal rela
tions at all levels; with one another. with our "twins" 
and with the Central Secretariate. 

3) 	 We discussed at some length different languages repre
sented in our region. We confessed that we saw this as 
an obstacle to our mutual exchanges at the outset. But, 
because of the patience and respect each language group 
displayed toward the other. what was perceived as an 
obstacle can now be regarded as a minor inconvenience. 
I~e experienced such unity on this topic that we have 
detlared "Franglish" to be the official language of the 
region. 

LATIN AMERICA: 

ARGENTINA 

BOLIVIA 


BRAZIL 

CHILE 


COLOMBIA 

MEXICO 


PARAGUAY 

PERU 


URUGUAY 

VENEZUELA 


-General. Aim 

We want to build a regional community by deepening a 
charism that we consider as common, so as to answer in a 
Gospel inspired way to a reality which questions all of us. 
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We want to be a movement that is basically lay, being 
part of the World Community, trying to develop its contri 
.bution as a regional Communjty - a specific contribution 
based on its own reality. l~e are mostly a young CLC in a 
P90r continent, that is why we have a two-fold and basic 
option for the poor and for youth. 

Parti'auZar' dims: 

a) 	 to communicate experiences that lead us to share the life 
of our communities; 

b) 	 to know criticall~ the reality of our countries; 
c) 	 to deepen some aspects of common interest: 

- role of the assistant 
thinking/feeling with the Church 
Spiritual Exercises 
experiences of community life (pedagogy)
different services to the Church, not necessarily CLC 
work in poor areas. 

II 	- Means 

a) 	 GQIJ.!IJ.!!E~i£~!iQn 

- Each national community undertakes to send to the other 
national communities at least 2 mailing of materials 
each year (printed matter or slides)
*articles of common interest 
*reviews 
*experience of work. courses 
*bibliography
*bulletin and national statements 

- To promote twinning between communities of different 
countries, making sure that it be the result of a deep
ening of the communication process. 

b) 	 EQrlJ.!~!iQ~ 
Courses are foreseen in the area of formation of faith, 
deepening of socio-political analysis. assimilation of 
community process and work in poor areas. These Courses 
are to be organised by the different countries: Bolivia, 
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Chile, Uruguay. Colombia. If somebody is interested in 
more information; he or she may write to the countries 
indicated. 

c) 	g~~rs:.i~~~ 
Three possibil ities. of individually guided Exercises have 
been offered and will be organized by Brazil. Uruguay 
and Mexico. . 

III - Comrrio·n Aativities 

a) 	 It was decided to have a regional assembly every 4 years. 
whose date will be fixed according to the results of an 
evaluation of the World Assembly and the impact of it on 
national communities. This evaluation will be done in 
2 years· time. 

b) 	 There will be other common activities that will grow 
according to the national and regional needs. They will 
be organized by the national communities that have the 
opportunity to propose them and to communicate them to 
the other countries. using the structures set up for this 
purpose. For example: . 
- Courses for Exercises· ~uides 
- Courses for group guides 
- Meeting about discernment of our reality and our 

common commitment. 

IV 	- Minimum StT'uatuT'e 

To assure an efficient implementation of the proposed 
activities, co-responsible persons have been nominated in 
each national community, (nd a coordinato~ whose tasks are 
the fo llowi ng; 

- to encourage us and to IIpushli us to reach the goals we 
have fixed; 

- to be an official link between the World Community and 
regional Community; 

- to create a data bank on Latinamerica,with contributions 
from the national communities; 
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If the circumstances require it, to discern with other 
persons of the region whether some national activities 
could also be appropriate for the region .. 

~Ie want to stress that the responsibility to be a 
regional community falls on the national communities, not 
on the coordinator. For her gifts and personal qualities 
Magdalena Palencia has been elected as regional coordinator. 

EUROPE: 

AUSTRIA 
BELGIUM (FLEMISH)

BELGIUM (WALLOON)
ENGLAND & WALES, 

FRANCE 
GERMANY 

IRELAND 
,ITALY 

LUXEMBURG 
t4AL TA 

NETHERLANDS 
SPAIN 

SWEDDl 
SW ITZERLAND 

Europe found many things which we desire to do, but we 
realised that we must be modest and humble. and so we 
decided on what is possible. and what resources we have at 
our disposal. 

For'some years Europe has had annual meetings of pre
sidents, ecclesiastical assistants and one European Link 
person from each country, The next one is already arranged 
for May 183 in Luxemburg. We decided to recommend to our 
federations that the participants in Luxemburg should in
clude at least one person who has been present in Providence, 
and one young person. The main theme will be the develop
ment of the orientation of Providence '82 to world community 
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and the meeting should include: 

I} 	 a sharing of how each country is sensitising its members 
to the process of becoming a world community; 

2} 	 studying the implicattons of this assembly for the youth
in Europe; 

3) 	 a change in our European structure to better promote
community between our federations. 

And now we wi 11 menti 0 n some of our hopes for the 
future. especially as a service for our grassroots level: 

1) 	 va cat ion - c0 u r s e s, e s p e c ia 11 yinc 1 u din g fa m i1 i e s. ( 0 n e 
was held last year in Germany, and this has led to many 
contacts after the course.) 

2) 	 formation courses for adults, youth and also for youth
guides, like Malta '82. 

3) 	 national formation courses open to members of other 
countries - remember our language problems (8 languages
for West Europe alone!) 

4) 	 a regional assembly in '84, possibly oriented to: 
North - South (twinning with the Third World) 
West - East (consc;ent;sation to this political problem

for Europe). 

Our federations are at different stages of development
in CLC. In everything we do. we must ensure that the younger
federations feel part of the regional community. We need 
to improve communications between our national communities. 
Finally our federations decided to give more money for the 
regional activities. 

* * * 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

* * 
* HOMILY OF THE CLOSING MASS * 
* * 
* 

"In our following of Christ, sometimes 
there are moments when the Father gives us * 

* a sign that we are genuinely following His * 
* 

Son. One of these signs is 
following of Christ leads us to 

when our 
His poor. * 

* Another sign is when we encounter pain and * 
* misunderstanding; this is a privileged 

moment to identify with Jesus dying and * 
* rising. And another sign is when, quite * 
* unexpectedly, we find Mary in our midst. 

Here, at Providence, we have met Mary in * 
* a new and deeper way. So let us thank the * 
* Father for His gentle, loving and gracious * 
* 

kindness, which always supports 
calls us forth to Mission." 

us and 
* 

* Patriak O'SULLIVAN S.J. * 
* * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Speciae thanks to: 

* the US-CLC National Community. 

* the Organization Committee, 

* the official translators. and 

* all the delegates who generously shared their "language 
skills" ... 
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PRESENT STRUCTURE OF THE WF-CLC 


WORLD ASSEMBLY 
(General Assembly) 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL I 


/~

r-------~~----~, ~Ir======~~=========--.qi 

COMMISSIONS ISECRETARIATE:::-:
LAY 

ICOMMITTEES IL §.!f 
_~ 

I 

WORLD ASSEMBLY 
(General Assembly) 

Compos it fon: 

The National Delegations of each Federation 
The Executive Council 

~eSFlonsibility: 

The General Assembly is the Governing ~ody~ 

It alone is responsible for a'll matters of policy/ 

orientations of the movement. 


Implementation of policy: (Executive Council) 

The General Assembly elects a President. Vice-President. 
Secretary. Treasurer and three Consul tors who. together 
with the Ecclesiastical Assistant. the Executive Secre
tary of the Lay Secretariate. the Vice-Ecclesiastical 
Assistant from the Jesuit Secretariate. and full-time 
assistants as are appointed at the request of the Exe
cutive Council. form the Executive Council, to which 
is delegated the responsibil it}' for implementing the 
policy/orientations of the General Assembly. . 

94 

http:Ir======~~=========--.qi


EXECUTIVE COUNCIL (EX-CO) 

C6mp6~iti~n: as already outlined 

Responsibility: 

Day to day responsibility for implementation of policy/ 
orientations of the General Assembly 

Means: 

1) Commission~/Committees 

2) Lay Secretariate 

3) Jesuit Secretariate 

COMMISSIONS-COMMITTEES 

Purpose: 

Each Commission 
( e . g. form at ion) 
meeting needs. 

rece 
to 

i ves 
exami ne 

its manda te 
needs and 

from 
fi n

the 
d ways 

Ex-Co 
of 

Composition: 

Each Commi ss i on compri ses wha tever number of peopl e the 
Ex-Co fee 1sis neces sa ry to accomp 1ish its tas k. As 
far as possible, every effort is made to have global 
representation. Each Commission is under the chairman
ship of a member of the Ex-Co. 

Responsibility: 

To examine. report and. as appropriate, implement its 
recommendations. 

Means: 

1) Regul ar correspondence between members, Ex-Co and 
other competent persons 

2) Periodic meetings, if financial situation permits. 
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LAY SECRETARIATE 

Purpose: 
To assist the Ex-Co in the carrying out of its mandate 

Responsibility: 
- To act as the centre of communication for the WFCLC 

- To keep accurate records of all matters concerning 
the WFCLC 

- To carry out any other functions the Ex-Co considers 
necessary 

- Editing publications. 

t4eans: 
The Ex-Co appoi nts an' Executi ve Secretary who is the 
Chief Officer of the Secretariate. The Executive 
Secretary is responsible to the Ex-Co for ensuring that 
the Secretariate is adequately staffed and equipped to 
meet the needs of the movement. 

JESUIT SECRETARIATE 

P e: 

To provide spiritual assistance to the Wor,ld Federation 


Responsibility: 

- To provide whatever assistants are required by the WF ' 

- To work closely with the Lay Secretariate 

Means: 

The CLC's are an independent lay movement. However t 

they wish to maintain close links with the Society of 
Jesus. Consequently they have an arrangement with the 
Society of Jesus whereby the CLC accepts as their vice
ecclesiastical assistant whomever the General of the 
Society appoints to be in charge of the Jesuit Secre
tari ate. 
So t though tech ni ca 11 y there are 2 (1 ay and Jes uit) 
Secretariates t .in actual fact there is only one -
Borgo S. Spirito 8! 
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AN ECHO FROM SPAIN... PROVIDENCE '82 


Hhen I was asked to write my impressions of the CLC 
Assembly, one of my immediate difficulties was to find the 
right way to express all I had experienced during those days. 
It seemed to me that giving a global view could easily de
generate into a mixture of ideas, feelings and experiences 
somewhat incoherent and difficult to understand. That is 
why I h a ve dec ide d t 0 d i v ide my t ext i n toth r e epa r t s, tho ugh 
the experience has been unique and quite extraordinary, which 
is the main thing I wish to convey. 

Jose-Maria RIERA 
Delegate 

I FROM FEDERATION TO COMMUNITY 


II - THE QUEST lOR OF YOUTH 


III - THE UNIVERSAL DIMENSION 


I - FROM FEDERATION TO COMMUNITY 

B e for e 1 e a v i n g for Pro v ide n c e , s 0 me me m b e r s 0 f my 
country (including myself) were asking the question whether 
it was reasonable to devote a whole session simply to "a 
change of name", when there were so many experi ences to ex
change, subjects to talk about, things to do? 

I arrived at Providence full of hope, but with these 
objections rumbling around inside me. During the first 
moments of the Assembly, when each country presented i tsel f 
andwegottoknowoneanotherandgrew closer to one another, 
I felt myself changing and I became aware of the universal 
vocation of the CLC'S: the precise moment was when the 
Lebanese delegation presented itself. While our Assembly 
was actually going on, the United Nations were seeking a 
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solution for the situation ~f Lebanon. There had been some 
doubt as to whether or not the Lebanese delegation would be 
able to come. As far as I was concerned. it seemed logical 
that they would not come as their country was in a state of 
war! But still and all. they came! At the moment they 
presented themselves. they were given such a deeply moving 
ovation that 1 felt the Assembly meant much more than words 
could ever express. 

~Jhen the presentation of all. the different countries 
was concluded. the diversity that appeared was very much 
like a christian Babel l and I began to say to myself that 
it was not at all difficult to feel a citizen of the world. 

This feeling was reinforced in the days that followed. 
As we shared the realities of the different countries. I was 
delivered from the narrow outlook that has us judge the world 
from the viewpoint of what is closest to us- "my community". 
or even lithe communities of my country". During the ex
changes on the different socio-cultural situations. my 1 i ttle 
world opened up and I became aware of what was relative and 
of secondary importance in relation to what was essential 
and common to all: the desire to ~erve Christ in concrete 
situations, stemming from an experience of the love of God 
in the Exercises. 

In this way I began to experience the Assembly as a 
meeting of persons who communicate deeply their experiences. 
just as I began to feel a member of a community which. in 
its actual composition, was a world community. An important 
characteristic of this Community. in addition to the var'iety 
of races. cultures and languages, was that of the different 
age groups (youth and adults). which. in spite of the dif
ficulties. proved to be a very positive factor and certainly· 
enriched the level of exchanges. 

l>lhen the time came for reflecting on the change' from a 
Federation to World Community, a real transformation took 
place inside'myself: from being a participant in an Assembly 
I fe 1 t mysel f to be a member of an authenti c Communi ty. The 
fundamental elements in this process were prayer and faith 
- the presence of Christ amongst us. 
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The climate of prayer and reflection in so many dele
gations, the need to share and exchange which was so many 
times expressed, the way different countries questtoned one 
another, the realities of the developed and the developing 
countries (the third world) - all these were living signs 
of an authentic community. 

The attitude of the Executive Council was most important 
and helped me personally in this process; it was not simply 
a question of what was said, but o·f living together, and of 
concrete experiences coming from the heart. 

When the UN affirms that we are living during one of 
the most delicate and difficult moments that humanity has 
had to face, I fi nd myse lf in compl ete agreement with the 
words of Jose Gsell: "The fact that a world movement of lay 
people decide - in the sort of world we are seeing today 
to pass from being a Federation to become a world community, 
with all that implies: to share and to live for Christ 
through giving oneself to others on the world level - there 
is a sign of the presence of Christ, very much alive amongst 

Dus. 

II - THE QUESTION OF YOUTH 

A fundamental theme at the Assembly, though not offi 
cia 11 y w r itt en i n tot h e pro gram, was the que s t ion 0 f y'o u t h ; 
this gave a special character to the Assembly and certainly 
enriched it. To my mind, this was a sign of the human and 
spiritual growth of the CLC's. 

I am 31. years old. and so I am just at the stage of 
passing out of youth into an older age-bracket - which is 
why this question interested me, especially since youth form 
a major part of the CLC's in my country. 

It is difficult to describe all the feelings that went 
on inside me during the Assembly. The question of youth 
surfaced at the Assembly in the area of "service", which 
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created a climate of controversy. or perhaps. rather. con
fusion. which often made difficult the normal running of 
the Assembly. 

Now I think that ;twas precisely this climate. in a 
certain way. which permi,tted us to live a genuine experience 
of world community. And I say "genuine" because I think 
there are three stages which characterise the process of 
becoming a community: 

confusion - deep feelings 
crisis - death 

reconciliation - resurrection. 

In the first stage. exchanges on the quest jon of the adult
youth relationship were somew,hat distorted by a strong 
desire to defend a real identity (on the part of youth) over 
against the defending of unity. which they thought was 
threatened (on the part of the adul ts). It was very difficul t 
for me to grasp. at depth. what was going on: little by 
little the temperature rose. though there were no confron
tations. As the days went by. the exchanges between the 
youth and adul ts became more di ffi cul t. and th i s was more 
marked when the regional meeti ngs began. In my region 
(Europe). we have a great variety of cultures and languages 
and we also belong to different age-groups. In the North 
and in the Centre the majority are adults. while in the South 
the majority are youth. 

I experienced this difference - this contrast - as a 
real community crisis. It was difficult to reconcile the 
pragma ti sm and the prudence of the Centre and the North wi th 
passion and very strong sense of their own reality coming 
from the countries of the South. I found these days of re
gional meetings hard and difficult; though no one was lacking 
in good-will. I felt my hope dwindling. Perhaps I did not 
have confidence thatwe would find a common way; each day it 
seemed more unreal that we would find a way out together. 
As we exchanged more. our paths seemed to converge. but 
always at the last moment some snag would crop us. and we 
would end up goin9 along parallel ways. not meeting. 

I have no doubt at all that it is Christ who saves us 
from hidden snares. I still remember the last day when the 
Executive Council declared its intention to co-opt another 
consultor and the Assembly. confused and divided. proposed 
different formulas for doing,this. When the Executiv'e Council 
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announced its decision that it had chosen Paco Sanz, in a 
climate of deep reflection and prayer. I believe that this, 
for the Assembly (now a real community}. was the resurrection. 
I say that. not only because this decision pleased everyone. 
but rather because of the atmosphere, the feeling of deep 
joy and of 'resurrection' which united us all. The celebra
tion of the Eucharist which followed was the living sign of 
a community which had experienced being saved by Christ. 
This risen Christ who lives amongst us and whose saving 
presence gives meaning and strength to our Communities ... 
At the end of this Eucharist, the warm exchange of greetings 
showed a group of people who had really become brothers and 
sisters. 

III ~THEUNrVERSALDrMENSION 

The World Assembly at Providence was an experience of 
becomi ng awa re of the worl d rea 1 i ty. For me. one of the 
most important points of the Assembly was the opportunity to 
get to know the reality of other countries. This sort of 
awareness is normal in any gathering of different nationa
lities. and in our case it was of particular importance. It 
made a profound impress ion on me to be abl e to make contact 
with countries which nations with a rather high income call 
"the third world". And so. brothers and sisters of "the 
third world", I thank you for giving me the opportunity to 
know you. to 1 i sten to you, to admi re you and to appreci ate 
you. 

If by community we mean sharing together what is the 
product of a profound faith in Christ and of a generous, 
apostolic love for others, there is no doubt that you form 
authentic communities. 

On reflecting after the Assembly on the problem of 
poverty. I feel deeply affected and full of admiration when 
I see how you are able to remain full of hope and to work 
tirelessly for the people of your countries. especiallyyou 
people from South America. And I recall the campaigns we 
used to have, when I was at college. for the blacks of 
Africa. We were encouraged to feel pity and charity for 
these "poor people" whom. we concl uded, could never be fully 
rescued from their lot; the best one could do for them was 
to help them a little in the midst of their miserable 
existence. We never reached the stage of looking on the 
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matter as a reality to be shared, but rather as a problem 
far away, insoluble and quite removed from us, which barely 
aroused in us a sort of 'folksy' compassion. 

But today, after hearing from your own lips the stark 
account of daily living in South America - a reality which 
is lived out by people of the same race and language as we 
Spaniards, where some countries have whole cities made up 
only of shanties, where real poverty is never dealt with by 
the totalirarian regimes in power -, and the.n to see you 
arrive at Providence without bitterness, smiling. sympathe
tic, eager to get on with the work, and knowing the problems 
you have left at home you still have the spirit and the 
courage to say to us that in Christ is the fullness of life 
and he is the way! After that experience, my former scale 
of values collapses and something hside me tells me that 
what really matters is this love and this strength that 
Christ gives you, and all the rest are mere details that 
"the Hest" has transformed from accessories into essentials. 

Through South Ameri ca I was introduced into the worl ds 
of Africa and Asia, and I began to understand the enormous 
suffering of India. I already had made contact with the 
reality of India through Oriol Pujol S.J., but it is you 
delegates of Sri Lanka and India who have brought home to 
me the authentic reality of your commitment. It is you who 
showed me what the word means. Thank you, Wilfred, for be
ing there, in ~pite of your wife's 5ickness. 

I cannot finish with this matter of the worJd reality 
without mentioning you Jesuits who work as missionaries in 
other countries. It is only now that I have begun to 
understand what being a missionary means. During all these 
days, sometimes because of our common 1anguage and other 
times because of the warm welcome I was given, I spoke quite 
a lot with "Isi" Ribas, Ricardo Gonzalez, Jorge Vila, Jorge 
Crovara and others, and I felt my admiration for you grow. 
In real ity, a person would have to feel the presence of 
Christ and be an authentic apostle to change culture, lan
guage and everything, to transform oneself compl"etely and 
carryon with a bright smile, wit~. a "s-imple and courageous 
spirit and with th,is great love in your hearts, as you have. 
To everyone I would like to say' thank you most sincerely 
for so many things you have given me, and take this oppor
tunity to offer my humble but very real tribute to your love 
and commitment to others. May Christ be with you always. 
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Ma€ta '82 
ECHOES OF THE INTERNATIONAL COURSE 

As a member of our CLC, I had the opportunity to par
ticipate, with Lufs P. Err~zuriz, in the formation session 
which took place at Malta last July, from 7th-23rd. That is 
why I am going to try to relate and share an experience that 
has really marked my life. I hope to cram as much as pos
sible into these .lines, to express what I felt and what I 
picked up during this trip. 

t4alta is a little island, situated in the Mediterra
nean, to the south of Italy; it has a population of 320,000 
inhabitants who speak Maltese and English. The people are 
very hospitable and friendly. What I felt with the Maltese 
is rather like what I feel when I visit a small farmer in 
Chile. They gave me the impression of being a people who 
are very good, simple and welcoming. 

About 25 countries participated in the course, with two 
or three delegates from each country. There were people 
from Zambia, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa, Lesotho. 
Egypt, Austria, Germany, Netherlands, Belgium, Ireland, 
Italy, .France, Paraguay, Uruguay, Chile, Hong Kong, Japan. 
India, Indonesia, Sri Lanka. Canada and Madaaascar. As is 
evident, there was a great diversity of races and languages, 
but for the CLC Community there are three official languages 
- English. Spanish and French. 

It should be added that we were a group with very marked 
differences with regard to our experience of CLC. For exam
ple, some people had been in a C LC community for 10 years, 
while others had only entered recently and still hard.lyknew 
what the CLC was. This fact contributed to the richness of 
the session. 

In my group there was a girl from ~4alta, a girl from 
Egypt, a young man from Austria, a yougn man from Zambia, a 
Sister from Sri Lanka, a young Italian lady who was very 
amusing and myself. The experiences people went through in 
the group were very different; before describing them, how
ever, it would be good to give a short commentary on the 
course. 
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The course was made up of three main parts: 

1 - preparation for the Spiritual Exercises of 7 days, 
which consisted in some suggestio,ns about prayer and 
methods of prayer; 

2 - Spiritual Exercises of 7 days, personally guided; 

3 - the different stages of a CLC, the relation between a 
CLC and the Spiritual Exercises and - what exactly is 
a CLC? 

The methods of prayer in the first part helped me, but 
as I had already made the Exercises, I knew most of them 
(meditation, contemplation. phantasy). 

The second part - the Ex'ercises - made the deepest 
impression on me and was the most significant. It was a 
most revealing experience inwhich I discovered many things. 
A1though I had a 1ready made the Exerc i ses twi ce before. I 
repeated what I had already done. namely the Principle and 
Foundation and the first and second week. 

In this experience of the Exercises, I felt the deep 
love of the Fa therfor each one of us. I saw what He is 
dOing and the very real and concrete ways we have of res
ponding to this love. In the experience of the Principle 
and Foundation, I experienced very clearly the .message of 
the Lord regarding the use of creatures. This led me to 
question myself at depth on my life-style. 

In the first week {sin}, I saw that the sorts of sins 
to which, sometim~s, we attach little importance can be those 
which do the most harm to others. I could speak at length 
of thi s experi ence of the Exerci ses. But one thi ng more: 
if you have the opportuni ty to make them, do not 1et ,i t 
pass. 

The third part, dealing with the CLC's, was quite long. 

A Christian Life Community ;s rooted in the experience 
of the Exercises - in Ignatian spirituality - which touches 
every corner of our life. This spirituality takes in every
thing to direct it towards mission. In the same way, a 
community grows throughshating at the level of faith; and 
to the extent that, as a result of this sharing. there 
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develop attitudes of g~n~rolity, relpect, o~~nness, trust, 
the community becomes prepared to open itself to the wider 
world and to entrust us .to mission, on the personal and 
community level. Just asl felt, in the Pr:;nciple and 
Foundation, that the Father loves me and that this faith
vision is fundamental in my whole life, so a community should 
have a vision of life that is common and deep and fundamen
tally positive; that is, in this phase, ana--in the phases 
ahead, the common experi ences shoul d be pos i ti ve on all 
levels, but especially' on the level of faith; and in this 
way, a community will grow to the extent that it feels the 
love of the Father, and, as a result, seeks to give ttself 
over to mission. 

I n the same way we saw tha t the whole proces s of the 
Exercises - sin, the call of the Kingdom, the paschal 
mystery - relates to the growth of a group. 

Other important aspects of a CLC are the fundamental 
characteristics of a community, which we find in the Bible 
as it describes the first christian community - doctrine, 
prayer, breaking of the bread, caring for the needs of 
others, bearing witness. One thing I found very enriching 
was a very simple question, whose answer takes in everything: 
What is a Christian Life Community? It is a christian way 
or response, in a community, for mission. The little book 
of the General Principles gives each one of these elements 
which are so important and so significant: way (or response), 
christian, community, mi~sion. 

My general opinion is that this session was excellent 
and that it succeeded - as its name indicate~ - in glvlng 
me many things on a personal level, and for my national 
community, as far as formation is concerned. This course 
has not given an instrument for immediate use, but I hope 
to be able to hand on what I have learnt, to the extent that 
this is demanded by my national community, and by myself. 

ROdrigo VIDAL 
Chile 
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July 8th, 1982 was a date well remembered by forty
seven CLC members in twenty-fi ve countri es of the worl d. 
That day saw the start of a CLC; Inte,rnational Formation 
Course at Mount St. Joseph Retreat House, Malta, which 
continued until July 23rd. 

The travel-weary yet enthusiastic CLCers gradually made 
their way to the shores of the small mediterranean island 
and the hospitality which awaited them soon relieved the 
aches and pains ensued by long hours of travelling. 

Spirits were high, and so was the sun! as it tends to 
be in Ma 1 ta for most of the day; thus everyone recei ved 
the ira nnua 1 intake of Vitami n D whether they fe 1 t they needed 
it or not! 

However, over-preoccupation ~ith such attractive t~i
vi ali ti es soon ended and more seri ous rna tters took precedence. 
For instance, why were we there? Whatwerewegoingto do?
simple but valid questions. 

The programme of the course included a reflection on 
the CLC way of life, a seven-day directed Ignatian retreat 
and a reflection on how to translate the retreat experience 
into concrete daily living. 

We were guided by an able team of 8 Jesuits and one 
Sister, whose help was invaluable to us over the two weeks 
we spent there. 

Meeting such a variety of people, whose commitment 
was obvious by their mere presence, was not only' spiritually 
enriching but also extremely educational. Much talking and 
discussing took place among the participants as we listened 
to each and learned about CLC's role in many diverse cul tures 
throughout the world, highlighting the world dimension of 
CLC which is sometimes quite difficult to envisage. 

~)e also met some Maltese CLC members who joined us for 
the concluding Mass of our retreat after which we were all 
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invited to disgrace ourselves and our countries by present 
ing a IItraditional" concert item, which incidentally left 
impressions never to b~erased! 

~1alta '82 took place in an atmosphere of total co
operation and acceptance; all differences - cultural, geo 
graphical and lingual-became minute in the face of the common 
bond of Christianity. This is a very striking realisation 
and gives great support to one's personal faith. 

Malta '82 was quite an experience, one which I am 
eternally grateful for having been part of. 

Toni WALSH 
Ireland 

AN EXTRACT FROM THE AUDIO-V ISUAL MONTAGE PRESENTED BY PIERRE
=== ========== =======================~=================== 

LOUIS DURAND AND PASCALE SENTENAC (France) 
============================== ========= = 

The first thing that struck everyone was the great 
diversity among the participants. It really caught one's 
eye and posed quite a challenge to the group's growing 
together in unity and understanding. But in spite of all 
this, all the different strands came together quite quickly. 

There was a wonderful exchange of 1anguages, cul tures; 
people regarded each other in a way that was both profound 
and enlightening, and saw what there was in common. For 
myself, the meeting at Malta was precisely that - a living 
community in which the whole world was represented. 

Moreover, this community had the same aspiration. All 
of us came to search for God. t~e wanted to know hi swill 
better in the depths of our hearts. We wanted, through this 
privileged opportunity, to respond to his call to us. 
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Now. for myself, one thing is certain: God is every
where in the world. He is not only in my parish or my CLC 
community but his presence lights up the entire universe. 

The first part of the course was a time of retreat. 
\~hat exactly was my position as I began the Spiritual Exer
cises? What was my inner attitude? Fear, anxiety, tension, 
and also peace, joy ... Seven days were offered us, to help 
us see things more clearly; seven days of silence, evalua
tion. I let go and abandon my fears to discover, deep within 
myself, what I already felt was there ... 

In the course o'f these seven days of retreat. Marie
Cecile, from Egypt, was my guide. All the other yO,ung people 
also had someone to guide them personally during the retreat. 

Each one was personally touched by God who comes to 
meet us just where we are in our life. to break open the 
limits of our freedom ... 

The chains fall away and an attitude that is quite new 
appears in my life. which breaks out into joy and song. 

Yes, indeed, this is a new way of living ... 
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