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FAITHFUL TO OUR SOURCES 


Louis PAULUSSEN S,J. 

The editor of Progressio has asked me to write an 
article on the occasion of the General Assembly of the CLC 
World Federation in Providence. 

Since I cannot go to this meeting for health reasons" 
I could use this, opportunity to share some reflections with 
the delegates and the readers of Progressio. In Manila 
(1976) and in Rome (1979) I presented some historical re­
flections. This time I would like to say something about 
the newest development of our movement, especially during
the last fifteen years. 

After the change of name in 1967 I have heard it said 
more than once: "CLC is a too general name, there is nothing
specific in it. Each christian community could call itself 
eLC". Today you hear sometimes exactly the opposite : we 
became too particular, we are stressing too much the Igna­
tian character and the Exercises, we shOUld be more open
and universal. 

Jesuit Spirituality? 

First of all, we must distinguish between Jesuit spi­
rituality and spirituality of the Exercises. It is true 
that the Exercises of St. Igna.tius are the main source of 
Jesuit spirituality, but the Church has not canonized the 
spirituality of the Society of Jesus, as Pius XI canonized 
the Exercises by his encyclical Men~ No~t4a in 1929. The 
ExerCises have become a treasure for the universal Church. 
One can give them, make them, live them without any depend 
ence on the Society of Jesus. ­

Another consideration : Ignatius wrote the Exercises 
when he was a layman who had not the Slightest idea of be­

,coming the founder of a religious order. 
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Excellent WOrk of the World Federation 

What the people responsible for the CLC throughout
the world have been promoting very strongly in recent years
is not Jesuit spirituality but the spiritu~lity of the 
Exercises.They encourage not only the practice of retreats 
but they help all the members in many different ways to live 
the Exercises in daily life. There is no need to sum up
the great variety of sessions. formation courses and other 
initiatives, all aiming at a more profound knowledge and 
experience of the Exercises. Let us mention only the 
Surv~y, an original mantial on the typical formation process 
in the CLC, totally inspired by the pedagogy of the Exer­
cises, a result of local and national experiences. The sub 
ti tle of this booklet is : "Growing in Christ together the 
better to give life to others". 

I think we should be very grateful for the many efforts 
of the World Federation to serve our communities in this 
vital work of promoting our specific spirituality. This 
work is in perfect harmony with the wishes of our members 
and with the orientations of the Church today. 

To show this more concretely. this article is divided 
into five parts: in continually promoting the Exercises as 
the main source of our way of life, the World Federation 
is: 
I.-faithful to the Ecumenical Council Vatican II. 
2. 	 faithful to our tradition of more than four centuries. 
3. 	 faithful to the Apostolic Constitution Bis Saeculari. 

our most important Church document of this century. 
4. 	faithful to our General Principles. 
5. 	faithful to the conclusions of all our General Assem­

blies. 

FAITHFUL TO VATICAN II 

For the first time in church history an Ecumenical 
Council has given us a special Decree on Lay Apostolate 
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(Apostolicam Actuositatem). Also,chapter 4 of the Consti­
tution on the Church(Lumen Gentium} deals with the vocation 
and responsibility of lay people. In these documents we 
find abundant and very rich material for study and medita­
tion in our CLC groups. . 

We quote here some phrases of the Decree ,which explain 
clearly that 'our communi ties have a general vocation "com­
mon to all faithful" and a particular vocation "to assimi­
late the special/characteristics of the spirituality proiper 
to our groups". 1 J 

~Sinee the .ou~ee and o~igin 06 the whole 
apo.tolate 06 the Chu~eh i. Chti.t .6ent b!l 
the Fathe~, it i. evident that the 6~uLt­
6ulnet.. 06 the la!l apot.tolate depend. com 
pletely upo n the laity'. li vin9 unio n wit1t 
Chti.t,. ~. Thit. intimate lL~e 06 union with 
Ch~i.6t in the Chu~eh it. nou~i.6hed by .pi~it 
aal aid. ,which aJi.e common to all the 6aith:: 
nul . .. 

Fu~the~, la!l people, who, 60llowin9 thei~ 
vocation, alte membe~. 06 one 06 the a • .6O­
eiationt. Olt in.titute.6 appltoved by the 
Chulteh t.hould .6tltive toat..6LmLlate tH~~­
eial ehaltacteti. tic.6 .06 the .6 pl.!tLtuarn6e, 
plLopelLto the. e glLoup•• •• II 

All of us know that these special characteristics are 
to be found in the Spiritual Exercises. It is a historical 
fact that the "congregatio mariana" (CM) was a fruit of the 
apostolic dynamism of the young Society of Jesus. Nobody 
can deny it. Neither can we deny that this dynamism was a 
fruit of the inspiration .given by the Exercises. 

Universality 

We want to be faithful to Vatican II.Vatican II wants 
us to be faithful to our original source, our first inspi­
ration,our specific vocation - a vocation which invites us 
to live our general vocation as catholics in a special way
according to our specific source. 

In complete accordance with this Decree.the delegates 
of the General Assembly in Rome 1967 prepared a text of the 
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General Principles on our spirituality. They mentioned, 
first of all, the central place of Christ and other sources 
of spirituality which we have in common with all the faith 
ful. Then they indicate our specific source, including 
some typical elements:total disponibility,personal prayer, 
spiritual guidance, seeking God in all things (GP n.4). 

"The t.piJtitualitfj 06 ouJt gJtoupt. it. c.€.nteJt­
ed on ChJtit.t and paJttie.ipation intTiePiit. 
c.hal Mfjt.teJtIj. ..it. dJtawt.. 6Jtom ,.the SaeJtea 
Sc.JtiptuJtet., the lituJtglj, the doc.tJtina.l de 
velopment 66 the ChuJtc.h,the Jtevelat.ion 00 
God't. will thJtough the needt. 06 oult timet. . 

We hold 

This quotation shows that our special characteristics 
are by no means obstacle to developing in our members an 
open, world-wide and catholic attitude. On the contrary, 
everybody who has lived in personal experience the climate 
of the authentic Exercises knows that thinking with the 
Church and cooperating with others are the natural fruits 
of these retreats. 

Number 4 of the General Principles is not a mere for­
mula. It has given a new orientation to several National 
Federations. It has given a new inspiration to our entire 
movement. It should, of course. be interpreted in the light 
of Vatican II, declaring that the whole people of God have 
one universal spirituality. one multiform unity of parti­
cular charisms. Most of these charisllUO share ·in the vision 
of the great founders of religious communities: Benedict, 
Dominic, Francis, Ignatius, Charles de Foucauld, etc. The 
General Principles in the sentence cited above indicate the 
Exercises of Ignatius as the specific source of our inspi­
ration (charism). 
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Source of Inspiration 

The influence of this sttong statement was felt espe­
cially in the General Assemblies of Augsburg 73 and Manilat 

'76 where many delegates made an 8-days personally-guided 
retreat before they began their meetings. One is able to 
make a retreat according to several methods all admitted by
all groups. All the same, the General Assembly of Rome'67. 
in approving this statement unanimouslY, opted for the 
methdd of the Exercises. This does not at all signify any
depreciation of other methods nor an option in favor of 
uniformity but rather a preference based upon the specific
vocation of our movement. 

On several occasions Pius XII recommended the Ignatian
method to all our members throughout the world. In his 
hand-written letter of July 2nd, 1953, approving our World 
Federation, he wrote: (2) 

Indeed, the Exercises are much more than a recipe
book; they are a marvelous source of inspiration for renewal 
on a personal and community level. Those responsible for 
the World Federation have over recent years been working so 
hard in this field, precisely because they are convinced 
that the Exercises as such and all individual parts are an 
inexhaustible source of new life.· The theological, psycho
logical and pastoral riches of this book have not been ex= 
ploited enough. One of the greatest theologians of our 
days, Karl Rahner, goes even further. In a book published.
in 1956, he develops at great length his opinion that the 
true meaning of the Exercises has yet to be discovered lind 
that they will be a ~ource of theology of the future. 13/ 

" ••• Thu.6, zhe fxeJtci.6e.6 aJte able zo become 
noz onl~ zhe objecz but; al.6o, in a ceJtcain 
.6en.6e, a. .6ouJtce 06 zheolog~ 06 zomoJtJtow .•• 
The~ belong zo zhe z~pe 06 .6piJtiZual UzeJta. 
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tUlLe whi.ch plLecedM theologi.cal lLe6lecUon, 
whi.ch i.~ mol!.e ol!.i.gi.nal than the lattel!., 
whi.ch i.~ mOl!.e wi.~e and mol!.e expel!.i.mental 
than the wi.~dom 06 the ~chool ••• " 

Open to the World 

Since Vatican II the spirituality of the Exercises is 
more than ever desired because of its open and universal 
character. The opening to the world, in the meaning of the 
Consti tution Gaudium et Spes. requires in modern lay apostles
unity of life, integration of all dimensions of human life 
with their faith. The Ignatian vision of seeking. loving 
and serving God in all things is particularly adapted to 
the needs of this time in reforming human society. 

Already in 1948 Pius XII mentioned this world-wide 
apostolate in an address to pilgrims from Spain engaged in 
retreat work. '4 J 

"The ExelLci.~e.6 06 st. Ignati.~ wi.ll alway~ 
be one 06 the mo~t e66eeUve mean.6 nol!. the 
.6pi.l!.i.tual l!.ebi.l!.th and well-ol!.del!. 06 the 
wOl!.ld, on the eondi.ti.on that they be au­
thenti.eally 19nati.an". 

Finally, a significant quotation, taken from a book 
written by a layman, professor of psychology at the univer 
sity of Munich in Germany. The title of this book is "At 
the limi ts of psychoanalys is" .151 

"Gi.ven wi.th the i.n.6pi.lLaUon 06 the l!.ulM 06 
di..6eel!.nment 06 .6pi.l!.i.t~,de~elLi.bed ela~~i.eal 
ly by 19nati.u~ 06 Loyola,the hel!.ei.~e~ aILe 
a book 06 wOl!.ld-l!.e60l!.m and 06 new li6e". 

FAITHFUL TO THE TRADITION 

During the course of more than 400 years. the juridical 
structures of the CM have been changed in 1773. 1953 and 

- 7 


http:19nati.an
http:eondi.ti.on
http:l!.ebi.l!.th


in 1967, but the spirituality has rema~ned always substant 
ially intact. Of course, there have been considerable di(.:
ferences in wording, formulation, accentuation, but essen­
tially the spirit has remained the same. 

Through the suppression of the Society in 1773, the 
CM became from a Jesuit organization,a movement of the uni 
versal Church, but no Pope ever changed its spirituality7
On the contrary, when in 1814 the Society was restored,the 
General of the Jesuits was again given his two faculties, 
aiming at the conservation of the true spirit :only he could 
affiliate new groups and only he could make new common 
rules. 

Through the foundation of the World Federation. in 1953 
and through the recognition of the responsibility' of the 
laity, these two faculties became anachronistic. They dis 
appeared in 1968 when the Holy See approved the Genera! 
Principles and the new Statutes of the World Federation. 
From now on the World Federation, independent of the Society
of Jesus, is the guarantee of authentici tyand the bond of 
unity. 

Essentials of the Spirituality Intact 

When the World Federation asked the Holy See in 1967 
for approbation of the General Principles and Statutes, we 
explained that nobody had any intention of changing the 
origin~l spirit. In the letter of appro~ation of March 25, 
1968, tardinal Cicognani twice mentioned this intention: 

"In the. de.hiJte. to be.tte.Jt he.Jtve. the. Chultch .•. 
and in oltde.1t to Ite.ne.w the.llt ~hoc.iation 
accoltding to the. hpiltit and the. noltmh 06 
Vatican Council II,'the. me.mbe.lt.6 06 the. Woltld 
Fe.de.ltation Ite.alize.d the ne.e.d to pItOpOhe. ... 
he.ve.Jtal modi6icationh, •.• while c~nhe.ltving 
~q'(;~h6uU!l the. authe.ntic. Itidiu 06 ,ttl., tlta­
.(.t.(.o n. • • . 

Again in the. hame. duilte. 06 be.tte.1t he.ltvice., 
the. paltticipant¢ 06 the Gene.ltal Council 
cho.6e to adopt a ne.w name, being convinc.e.d 
that thih title. be.ttelt ex.plain.& the Iteality 
and inte.ltnal dynami.6m 06 the.ilt ahhOc.iation 
without Ite.moving any 06 ith hpeci6ic ele.­
me.nt.6 ... II 
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If the World Federation stresses the Exercises so much 
today, it is precisely to serve the Church better and to be 
faithful to our tradition. 

Retreats in early years 

Is it sure that the early groups of CM did not have 
the habit· of making<a retreat? In 1966 this question was 
raised and we published in the same year a convincing 
answer, tha~~, to the excellent rese~rch work of Edythe
Westenhaven. 1 We consul ted numerous histories ,both origin­
al texts and others ,written in this century,o-f which we cite 
here only five : the two historians of the CM, Mullan and 
Vi11aret, two volumes of the early history of the Society 
in Germany, written by F10tto and Agricola, and especially
the history of the Exercises up to 1599 by Iparraguirre. 
The result of our probe is astonishing. Consider the evi­
dence. 

Mullan 

Mullan mentions at least three documents which suppose
the habitual practice of the Exercises : a brief of August
30, 1602, a brief of May 16, 1753 and a decree of December 
9, 1775. We give here only the text of the last document, 
translated from Latin, which supposes not only that the 
practice of retreats was the usual thing,but even fhat the 
length of the retreat was ordinarily eight days 17 • 

1/ Sinc.e i:t 06:ten happeM :tha:t :the SpiJr.i..:tuat 
EXe4c.i4e4, whic.h a4e u~uatty made in eigh:t
daY4, c.anno:t be made 604 eigh:t 6utt daY4 
bu:t a4e c.on:t.inued 40me:time4 604 onty 6ive 
04 4.iX 04 even 4even daY4 604 4ed4onabte 
mo:tive4 .in ee4:tain ptac.e4 and :taking in:to 
aec.oun:t pe440n4, ptac.e~ and :time4, :thu4 i:t 
i4 g4an:ted :tha:t :the Indutgeneu. g4an:ted 604 
:th04e who make :them 604 eigh:t daY4 ean at40 
be gained by :th04e who have made :them 604 
a:t ted4:t 4even 04 4ix 04 6ive c.on:tinUOU4 
daY4" • 
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Villaret 

It has been asserted that Father Villaret did not men 
tion the Exercises. We qVQfe here page 369 of the chapter 
on "Ordinary Practices"; 18 

"Buidu . the. Jr.e.gulM.. me.e.tingJ. a.nd without 
J.pea.~ing 06 va.Jr.i.ouJ. J.piJr.i.tua.l pJr.a.cticeJ.,
Jr.e.tJr.e.a.tJ. pla.yed a.n impoJr.ta.nt Jr.ole •••• the 
a.nnua.l. Jr.e.tJr.e.a.t 06 the. 'SpiJr.itua.1.. Ex.e.Jr.ciJ. u ' 
06 thJr.e.e., moJr.e. 06te.n 60uJr. OJr. 6ive. da.yJ., in 
J.ome. ca.J.eJ. e.ightJ. da.yJ.. The. individua.l 
pJr.a.ctice da.te.J. 6Jr.om the. ve.Jr.y 6iJr.J.t da.yJ., 
but tha.t 06 gJr.oup Jr.e.tJr.e.a.tJ. WdJ. intJr.oduce.d 
PJr.ogJr.e.uive.l,y a.lmollt e.ve.Jr.ywhe.Jr.e.". 

Father Villaret says in his introduction that the full 
history of the CH has yet to be written. The author did 
his research at a time when the CM was often considered as 
a pious association without activity. This is why he con­
centrated his work on the apostolate more than on the spi­
rituality. Knowing this we consulted also histories of the 
Society and of the Exercise. 

Flotto and Agricola 

Study of the volumes of Flotto and Agricola (9l shows 
irrefutably that during a 25-year period (1584-l609)the 
practice of the Exercises was in use in almost all the CM 
then existing.It is mentioned explicitly that the retreats 
were more often "closed", that a large part of the retreatants 
were laymen. The length of the retreats was at least eight 
days and mostly ten or fourteen day-so 

Iparraguirre 

We draw ~tt~ntion especially to the book of Fatlter 1­
parraguirre, flO) the best expert on the history of the Ex 
ercises. He had no intention of proving the particular que'S
tion which occupies us, which makes his investigations the 
more valuable. We translate from Spanish some of the 
more significant texts of CM retreats of the 16th century. 
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l~a£~: "Nap£u wa.6 .the c.£U.6-i.c. c.-i..tlj 06 
e M••• Thank.6 .to .the Exeltc.-i..6e.6,a c.£-i.m 

a.te 06 h-i.gh .6p-i.lt-i..tua£-i..ty wa.6 peltpe.tua.tea 
-i.n .the CM. To .6peak 06 .the Q£oUlt-i..6h-i.ng CM 
-i..6 .the .6ame .th-i.ng a.6 .6ped.-i.ng 06 .the young 
men who made .the Ignai:-i.an lt~ltea.t. The 
.6p-i.Jt-i..tual-i..ty 06 .the Exeltc.-i..6e.6 explt~.6.6e.6 
-i..t.6e£6 -i.n .the ltule.6 and -i.n .the pltac..t-i.c.e.6 
wh-i.c.h noult-i.-6hed .the .6p-i.Jt-i..tual l-i.6e". 
(page.6 17-18) 

"Among .theo.thelt college-6 06 .the plto v-i.nc.e, 
.tha.t 06 Aqu-i.l~ wa.6 .the mO-6.t em-i.nen.t 
60lt .the pltomo.tion 06 lte.tltea.t.6. Fa.thelt Ca 
pu.t-i. 60unded a hou.6e 60lt membelt.6 06 .the 
CM who a.6pilted.to a highelt pelt6ec..t-i.on ••• 
an au.then.t-i.c. lte.tltea.t ho U.6 e". (page 21) 

"In S-i.c.Lty, .thelte wa-6 -i.ni:eMe ac.t-i.v-i..ty. 
Many CM welte 60unded, which helped.to 
c.oMeltve and -i.n.ten.6-i.6y .the 6eltvoult lte­
ceived duJt-i.ng .the day-6 06 .the Exeltc.-i.-6 e.6". 
(page 23) 

Geltman!l.: "Helte, equally a-6 in many o.thelt 
lteglon-6 06 .the wolt£d, .the CM a-i.ded .the 
Exeltc-i..6e-6 and .the Exeltci-6e.6 a-i.ded .the 
60ltma.t-i.on 06 good CM membelt-6. In 1576 a 
CM wa.6 60unded by Fa.thelt CO-6.telt who had 
known Fa.thelt Leuni.6 -i.n Rome. In .teaching 
ca.tec.hi.6m .to adult.6, .the membelt.6 al.6o 
made known .to .them celt.ta-i.n palt.t.6 06 .the 
Exeltci.6e.6". (page 180) 

FJiance: "A.t Palti.6 .the CM WM 6ull 06 dy­
nam~.6m.The pJt-i.nc.ipal lte.tltea.tan.t.6 c.ame .to 
.th-i..6 CM and .the mI:lieu 06 .the membelt.6 WM 
.the be.6.t gualtan.ty .to aUulte coni:-i.nu-i..ty". 
(page 1511 

"In all .the c.ol£ege.6,.the CM wa.6 .the mo&.t 
.6 ol-i.d bu e 06· .the WOltk 06 .the Ex elt c.-i..6 U • 
They a.6.6ulted palt.ticipa.t-i.on -i.n .the lte.tlteai:.6 
and pelt-6eveltance a6.teltwaltd.6.A.t Lyon, 60lt 
example, a do zen CM membelt.6 exi.6.ted a.t .the 
clo.6 e 06 .the c.en.tulty. Many CM membelt.6 made 
.the Exeltci.6e.6 each yealt". 

"A.t Avignon,one Mnd.6 .the .6ame .6Y.6.tem a.6 
-i.n Palt-i..6 and Lyon. The CM welte 60lt gltOUp.6 
06 .the e.ii..te,who.6e .6p-i.lt-i..t,viviMed by .the 
Exeltc-i..6u,in.6p-i.lted .the o.thelt you.th.6 06 .the 
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c.oUe.ge. and the. -inhabitant.6 06 the. c.ity ••. 
Be.601te. Ite.c.e.ptio n into the. CM. 0ne. nolr.matly 
made. a we.ek 06 the. Exe.ltc.i.6 ell .Many Itetultn 
ed and Ite.made. the. Ex.e.Itc.i.6 ell nume.ltou.6 time."i 
a6telt th.i.6". (page 153) . 

China:"A CM 06 the. c..ity 06 Nankin took the. 
initiative. 601t the. move.me.nt 06 the. Exelt­
c.i.6e.6. The. CM me.mbe.1t.6 be.gan with the. pltac.t 
ic.e. 06 the. Ite.tlte.at ac.c.OItding to the.iii: 
ltu.te..FuU 06 enthu..6i4.6m 601t iu ltellu.!U. 
the.y be.c.ame. it.6 mO.6t ze.atou.6 pltomote.It.6". 
(page. 208) 

J,!-pan : "Among tho.6e Who made. the. Ex.e.It­
c.~e..6. we. .6ignat out the CM06 Altima and 
Nagu aki". {page. 2101 

Spun: "But what c.ontJt.ibuted mO.6t to the 
d.ioou..6ion 06 the. Cxe.Jtc..i.6el1 wa.6 the. 60und 
ing 06 the. CM 06 the. Annunc.iation 06 Avi.ta-; 
6uU 06 piety and d6 apo.6tolate" • (page 
133) 

"The. 4.6piltation to pelt6ec.tion 06 a c.ho.6e.n 
gltoup at tlie. CoUe.ge. 06 VaUadoUd bltought 
about the. 60undation06a CMin 1HO.The. CM 
me.mbelt.6 we.lte. oblige.d to make. the. Ex.e.Itc.i.6u 
at le.a.6t onc.e. be.601te. e.nte.lting the. CM". 
(page 55) 

"The. ke.y to the initiat .6 uc.c.e.u (06 the. 
Exe.Jtc.i.6 ell) wU60und not 0nty in Fathe.1t 
Coltde..6e..6. but at.6o in the. e.nthu..6ia.6m 06 
the. ne.W CM 06 Se.vitla. By the.ilt Itute. the. 
CM me.mbe.lt.6 601tine.d e.ve.ltywhe.lte. a nult.6e.lty 06 
lte.tJte.atanu. but at Se.villa,the.y .6Ultp~.6 
e.d the. oltdinalty le.ve.l • In 1 S U( altom thlte.e 
gItOUP.6) f 0 Juuit.6 e.nte.Jte.d the. novitiate. 
and 70 e.nte.lte.d ~the.1t lte.tigiou.6 c.ommuni­
tiu". (page. 10 gI. 

Exercises in early Manuals 

Many of the old CM Manuals in our library indicate 
that the Spiritual Exercises. then and now, were a spe­
cific source and the characteristic instrument of the CM 
spirituality. 
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Primarily the CM was concerned not so much with get­
ting its members to make retreats as in helping them to 
apply in daily life certain ascetical m~thbds, attitudes 
and orientations to be found in the book of the Exell"cises. 
These Manuals contained explanations of meditations and 
examination of conscience according to the Ignatian method. 
Often the Manuals include meditations, taken from the Exer­
cises. 

Exercises in the Rules 

From the very beginning the practice'of making retrl:!ats 
was introduced only progressively. Long before the common 
rules speak about annual retreats according to the Exerci­
ses, local rules of groups in Europe and in the Far East 
mentioned the Exercises even before 1599. The study of Ipar
raguirre is, therefore, most interesting. ­

Around 1748 the Exercises appeared for the first time 
in a draft for new common rules, but these have never been 
promulgated, due to events leading up to the suppression of 
the Society in 1773. The Common Rules of 1855 and 1910 men 
tioned the annual Exercises. ­

FAITHFUL TO BIS SAECULAR I 

With this Constitution (11) began a new period in the 
history of our movement, a period of renewal. 

It is renewal, not so much because Bis Saeculari has 
changed the CM.but because it has presented the traditional 
image in a new way. 

On the juridical level, the Constitution declared 
solemnly that the CM is an official form of lay apostolate,
in close union with the hierarchy: Catholic Action in the 
strict sense of the word (pleno iure). Through this state­
ment the Pope did not change any of the juridical structures, 
he just confirmed them in a surprisingly new way, causing
joy and also consternation. This statement is still valid 
but seems to be less relevant in 1982. 
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More important, also today,is the declaration on spir 
i tuali ty .Here again the Pope did not change the traditional 
spirit of the CM,he simply presented it in a new way,giving 
priority to the Spi ritual Exercises.. 

Priori ty of the Exercises 

In the beginning of the Constitution,the Pope remembers 
the enormous growth of number, especially at the be ginning
of this century, then he continues as follows: 

"Bu.t-and ,.thit. it. .the ptimaJty et.t.en.tial ­
mueh mOJte impoJt.tan.t .than .the numbeJt 06 
gJtoupt. - aJte .the law!. and ptineiple!. by 
whieh memb eJt!. may be led, eaeh in hit. own 
way, .to a high level 06 !.piJti.tual li6e, 
even.to t.anetity,e!.peeially by meaM mot..t 
ap.t 6011. 60Jtming peJt6ee.t and wholeheaJt.ted 
60110weJtt. 06 ChJtit..t,namely:
.the SpiJti.tual ExeJteit.et., 
daily pefL6 0nal PJtayeJt, 
daily examinatio·n 06 eont.eienee, 
6Jtequen.t paJt.tieipa.tion in .the t.aeJtamen.tt., 
doeili.ty in aeeepting t.piJti.tual guidanee, 
.to.tal and peJtmanen.t t.uJtJtendeJt .to '.the pltO 
.teetion 06 .the ViJtgen Mo.theJt 06 God, ­
Qi.ltm eommi.tmen.t.to t.eeil. pJtoglteu in ehJtit..t 
ian li6e 6011. onet.el6 and o.theJtt.". ­

This is certainly an original way of presenting the 
CM, considered by many people as an out-of-date Marian as­
sociation without any special relation to the Exercises of 
Ignatius. 

If we ask why Pius XII gave such a striking priority 
to the Exercises, we could answer that the Exercises are 
the specific note of the CM and that most of the other means 
are common to all the faithful. Another explanation could 
be that the Exercises are much more than just one aspect 
or one element,they are the source of the CM spirituality.
In the Exercises one finds inspiration for "the perfect and 
wholehearted following of Christ", inspi ra tion for the "to 
tal and permanent surrender to Our Lady", especially in the 
contemplation of the Incarnation; one finds inspiration for 
the ecclesial and apostolic spirit, for an attitude of dis 
cernment and disponibili iy, inspiration for integration ana 
unity of life in loving and serving God in all things. The 
Exercises are a school of Personal prayer andof.liturgical
and sacramental life. They are a source of inspiration for 
many other aspects of christian living. 
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It is interesting that Bis Saeculari also puts a ques 
tion about the Ignatian spirituality:is it not an obstacle 
to universality and catholic thinking,that the CM has been 
founded by the sons of Ignatius?The answer is:by no means; 
in fact the contrary is true. It is precisely the Ignatian 
origins that give the CM a kind of natural inclination to be 
open and to living everything "with the Church ... , 

This part of the Constitution has caused only joy. It 
was an official orientation for the future, a call for re 
newil, a clear direction to the special charism and origin
al inspiration. True renewal of christian life has a two:: 
fold dimension: adaptation (the famous aggiornamento of Va­
tican II), and going back to the sources ("rressourcement". 
The main significance of Bis Saeculari in our days is that 
it shows the way to our specific source of inspiration and 
renewal. 

Influence'of Bis 'Saeclll ari 

The first reaction - in the practical order - came 
from the United States and Canada where members of the CM 
began a real movement of making and promoting long retreats 
organized for lay people, a movement with national and in­
ternational repercussions. 

In 1951 one of the best experts in Ignatian spiritua­
lity, Hugo Rahner S.J., gave in Austria a series of confer 
ences on the Exercises, specific source of the CM. These 
conferences have been translated into many languages and 
so have been an instrument in promoting the intention of 
Bis SaecularL 

In 1953 Pius XII approved the World Federation, not 
foreseen by Bis Saeculari, but its "natural consequence", 
a needed adaptation to modern needs. In his letter of ap­
proval the Pope mentioned also the other aspect of renewal: 
a return to original sources. He praised all who go to the 
Exercises in order to draw inspiration, light and strength
from this most limpid source (in hoc limpidissimo fonte). 

Between 1954 and 1979 the Wotld Federation has fueld 
its regular international meetings. There the delegates from 
allover the world always expressed their wishes regarding
the Exercises in accordance with the orientations of Bis 
SaecularLWe will see this more concretely in the last part 
of this article. 

In 1963 another well-known expert in Ignatian spiritu!!.
lity,Maurice Giuliani S.J. ,gave at the European CM congress 
a conference on ."The Exercises, Foundation of the Spirituali 
ty of the CM". /12) ­
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Between 1959 and 1967 a world-wide consultation was 
held. resulting in the new General Principles. aproved in 
1967. These Principles are . completely inspiredby the 
Exercises and they declare that the Exercises are "a specific 
source and the characteristic instrument of our spirituali
ty". . -

Apostolate of the Exercises 

It is good to observe that when it comes to concrete 
examples of activi ties the Constitution mentions· in the 
first place the apostolate of the Exercises: 

" ••• 1.t 1.6 a gltea.t c.on601ation 60lt tU .to 
c.on.templa.te .the CM dl ovelt .the woltld WOltk.­
1.ng 6.tltenou61y and e66ec.tively 1.n evelty 
61.e!d 06 .the apo6.tolate, e1..the:lt .&.t1.ltJt.i.ng up
people 06 evelty 60c.1.al ltank., YOIL.th upec£al
ly and woltke~6,by mean6 06 .the Sp1.Jti.tual 
Exeltc.1.6u .to .the du1.lte 06 a deepeJt C.hJt.i.6.t­
1.an l1.6e ••• " 

We have gi ven examples of this activi ty under the ti tIe 
"Fai thful to the tradition" quoting from the book of Ipar­
raguirre who studied the early period of the Exercises t 
history (1540-1599). 

Speaking about the apostolate of the Exercoses, it is 
worthwhile to quote again the .great theologian. Karl Rahner 
S.J. ,who w.rote in 1956 that the Exercises will be a source 
of the th~olOgy of tomorrow. In a book published in 1977 
Rahner gives the word to Saint Ignatius ,speaking from heaven 
to a Jesuit of today: (13) 

"I .th1.nk. you w1.ll Undelt6.tand me now1.6 I 
.tell you .tha.t 60lt YOIL, Je.&u.i..t.&, .the m06.t 
1.mpolt.tan.t .ta.&k .&hould be g1.v1.ng .the Sp1.lt 
1..tual Exeltc..i..&u •. Ul o.thelt WOltk6 6hould be: 
d1.ltec..ted .to .th1..& •.• I undelt6.tand by.the
Exeltc.1..&e6 help.i.ng people .to en.telt 1.n .the 
mY6.telty 06 Go d • •• help1.ng .them .tha.t .they 
may no.t 6 e.t a.&1.de .the .i.mmed.i.ateplte6 enc.e 
06 Go d bu.t expeJt.i.enc.e and ac.c.ep.t Lt••• Ul 
pa.&toltal, 6c.ien.t.i.6.i.c., .&oc..i.al and o.thelt 
ac.tivi.t.i.e.& .&houid be a pltepaltation olt a 
c.on6equenc.e 06 .th.i.6 m06.t .i.mpolt.tan.t WOltk., 
g1.v.ing ..the EXeJtC.1.6e.6, helping .the people 
.to have an expelt1.enc.e 06 God". 
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The Exel'cises in the XII Points 

At the end of the Constitution the Pope indicates with 
apostolic authority "some points" which should be observed 
by all concerned. These points are juridical statements 
formulated as a result of all previous considerations.They 
deal with organization, structure, selectivity, formation, 
name and apostolate. They do not consider spirituality 
explicitly and do not mention therefore the sacraments, 
prayer, spiritual guidance and Exercises.On the other hand 
the spirituality is naturally present, even if rather 
implicitly. Number VIII deals not only with the name but 
also with Marian devotion. Numbers III, IV, IX and X state 
that the CM has to keep its character intact, that the way
of life is earnestly recommended, that the members should 
be selected and trained in accordance with the traditional 
spirituality. The Exercises are explicitly mentioned in a 
note of number IX on selectivity. 

In virtue of the papal approval of the General Prin­
ciples in 1968, five of the twelve points have been chang­
ed, dealing with affiliation, name, the rules of 1910 and 
the function of the priest. 

CLC, Lay Movement 

The declaration of Bis Saeculari that the CM is a form 
of Catholic Action implies that it is an association for lay 
people. This does not mean that other persons are not welcome. 
if they can benefit from the association. But they should 
respect the typical lay character, as expressed in Bis Sae 
culari and in the General Principles. 

In the past ,our movement has known not only groups for 
priests but even for religious who found in the CM inspiration 
to renew their own charism,another cle.ar indication that the 
spirituality of the Exercises is open and universal. 

Today also priests and re ligious want to become members 
of our groups. In this regard it is interesting to quote
Pius XII in his letter of 1953,where he praises the CM for 
priests and seminarians: 

liLt it, alt,o a gJte.a.t joy and cont,olation 
.to u~ .tha.t .the. CM 06 PJti..e.t,.tt, and 06 can­
dida..tu .to the. pJti..u.thood. which in PIlAt 
ce.ntuJtiu have. labouJte.d with gJte.at utili 
ty 60Jt .the. ChuJtch. aJte. 6louJti..t,hing dlt,o 
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in OU~ time; We ~ecommend them m06t ea~­
ne-lltly, 6M they d~e ve~y u6e6ul both6o~ 
the· 60~maUon d6 excelUnt Pftiu.t6 and 
60~ the timely p~epa~ation and in6t~uc­
Uon 06 6utu~e CM Vi~ecto~6". 

FAITHFUL TO THE GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

In 1967 our General Principles were formulated, for 
the first time in history, not by the General of the 
Jesuits, but by lay people and priests, representing of­
ficially the whole world movement. Never before had we re­
ceived such a strong statement (n.4) about the Exercises. 
Never before were the Principles so completely inspired by
the Exercises. 

This inspiration has always been the specific note of 
our movement. Now,since 1967, it is so much more clearly. 

The text of the Principles is Lhere to prove it. We 
mention some of the most characteristic elements of the 
Exercises. 

Contemplation for Obtaining Love 

The Preamble is a brief theological syn~hesis of the 
entire text. It begins with the mystery of the Incarnation 
and becomes then, so to saY,a translation of the contempla
tion for obtaining Love, culmination of the Exercises.True 
christian life is a life of love and mutual permanent com­
munion. 

1) 	 "Faith6ul to hi6 p~omiH. God became 
Man, bo~n 06 Ma~y, in o~de~ to give 
Hi~hel6 continuou6ly to all men and 
invite all men to give them6elve6 eon 
tinuoU4ly to Him in and with Ch~i6t,7 
. .. moved by the Spi~it". 

21 	 "Becau6eou~movement;£J!, away06 ch~6t 
ian li6e, the6e p~nciple6 a~e to b~ 
inte~p~eted .•. by the 6pi~it 06 the 
G06pel and the law 06 love". 
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Addressing recently an international gathering l Pope 
John Paul II described the final contemplation of the Exer 
cises as "the richest element"of the spirit of Ignatius. [14r 

"In viJr.tue. 06 what l!' the. Itlehe.!'t e.te.me.nt 
06 the. !'pl4lt 06 qOU4 60unde.4, 1 be.g qou 
to 4e.6le.et on the. de.e.pe.!,t me.anlng 06 the. 
eonte.mplatlon 604 obtalnlng love. ••• Sueh 
l!' the. !'plltlt 06 the. t4Ue. apo!,tle. who 
llve.!' hl!' mi!'!'ion in total de.pe.nde.nee. on 
God and in union with Hlm". 

UniversaTity of Vision and of cOIIlln:i tment 

Reflecting and meditating on the Principles together, 
especially the Preamble and Part 1 - one discovers a 
continuous thread: the universal catholic spirit. The 
stress is on the one thing which is necessary,our response 
to God' s inviting call.He is present always and everywhere, 
He is inviting continuously.Our response supposes a choice, 
or better a series of choices. This means discernment, con 
tinuous discernment. As distinct from other ways 0 f life, our 
spirituality puts the emphasis on universal discernment, 
teaching members to recognise " ..•whatever God wishes in 
each concrete situation of daily living" (n.4). 

11 	 "We. ••• have. cDmpo!'e.d the.!,e. Ge.ne.4al 
Pltlne-i.ple.!' to aid it... to glve. oU4!,e.lve.!, 
alwaq.6 m04e. gene.40u.6lqtl1 God In lov­
ing and !'e.4vlng all manklnd In the. 
w04ld 06 todaq". 

21 	 " ••• It ehalle.nge..6 u.6 to .611.11. ou4 g4ave.
4e..6pon.6lbilitie..6; It aid.6 u!' to .6e.e.k 
eon!,tantlq the. an!,we.4 to the. ne.e.d!' 06 
oult tlme. and to WOIth. toge.the.1t with the. 
whole. Pe.ople 06 God 601t pltoglte.!'!' and 
peaee.,ju.6tlee. and ehaltltq,libelttq and 
dignltq 06 all men". 

3) 	 "OUIt gltOUp.6 alte ehltl!'tian eommunitie!' 
whleh aim to 60ltm eommitted men and 
women, adul.t.6 and qouth, 601t .6eltv..iee. 
to the Chulteh and the woltld ..in eve4q 
a4ea 06 l..i6e ..• " 

8) 	 "Thu.6 we eon6..iltm oult own m..i!'!'ion 06 
.6e4v..i~e to the woJttd Iteeelved ..in bap­
tL!.m and eon6..iltma.t..ion". 
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Discernment 

2) 	 "Thi!. .taw which the SpiJUt bl!.CJUbu 
bl OU/l hellllt!.", aid!. u!. to !.ee/<. con­
!.tanily the q:n!.well. to the need!. 06 OUII. 
time!. • , • " 

7) 	 If.,. The gll.oup teache!. u!. to di!. cell.n 
what i!. mo!. t uII.g ent and mo lI.e univell.!. a.t" , 

9) 	 " ••• The Spill.itual Exell.c.L~e!. all.e lI.eco!!! 
mended a!. a mean!. 06 all.lI.iving at a pell. 
!. 0 na.t deci!. io n" • ­

11) 	 ", •• In pII.actice thi!. invo.tvu:· di!.cell.n­
ment by mean!. 06 a dai.ty lI.eview 06 
one'!. .ti6e and a lI.egu.tall. !.pill..[.tua.t 
guidance, an annua.t inteJUolI. ltenewa.t in 
accolI.dance with the !.ouII.ce!. 1)6 OUII. !.pill. 
itua.titlj" • -

Disponihility 

The permanent communion, the gift of self, supposes 
not only continual discernment but also an attitude of 
indifference or, more positively.of disponibility,specific 
fruit of reflection on the Principle and Foundation and 
natural fruit of all other exercises •. 

2) 	 "It lI.e!. pect!. the uniquene!.4 06 each 
pell.6 0 na.t 1.10 catio nand enab.te!. u!. . to be 
open and 6I1.ee.a.twaY6 at the di!. po!. a.t 
06 God". . 

4) 	 "OUII. vocation ca.t.t!. u!. to Uve thi!. 
6piJUtua.tity which open6 and di6 pO.6 e!. 
U6 to whatevell. God wi.tl6 in each con­
cII.ete 6 ituatio n (16 ., UII. da.i.lyui.6t­
ence". 

5) 	 "Leall.ning to be 6en6itive to the .6ign.6 
06 the time6 and the movemen.t.6 06 the 
SpiJ(.it. we wil.t be bettell. ab.te to en­
countell. Chll.i6.t in a.t.t men and a.t.t.6i 
tuailo n.6 " • 

8) 	 "OuII. Lady i6 the image 06 OUII. own e.o.t 
.taboll.ailon in Hi6 miHion .• She in.6pill.eI 
u.6 to give oUII..6e.tve6 .to ta.t.ty to God in 
unio n with hell.", 
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Unity of Life - Integration 

In the first local rules of Leunis (1574)(15) and in 
the first common rules of Aquaviva (587) the aim oftheCM 
was very clearly indicated as unity of 1ife (16 ) .This is an 
inspiration of the Exercises : seeking. finding, serving, 
loving God in all things. This express ion "in al1 things" 
may sound too abstract and too universal for some persons. 
In this case they could translate "in all things" - if it 
is a realistil.: ideal - ':in each present moment". 

1) 	 " ••• To give oult.6elve.6 alway.6 molte gen 
eltou.6ly to God in loving and .6eltving 
all mankind in the wolt£.d to day" . 

3) 	 "OUlt gltOUp.6 alte 60lt tho.6e who 6eel a 
molte ultgent need to unite theilt human 
li6e in a£.£. it.6 dimen.6ion.6 with the 
6u£.lne.6.6 06 theilt chlti.6tian 6aith ••. 
Thu.6. we .6eek to achieve thi.6 unity 
06 £'i6e which i.6 a lte.6pon.6e to the cal£. 
06 Chlti&t 6ltom within the woltld in 
which we £.ive". 

4) 	 "We Itecognize upedal£.y the neceuity 
06 pelt.6 anal pltayeltand.6 piltitua£. diltec 
tion a..6 indi.6pel'l.6ab£.e 60lt .6eeking ana 
6inding God in all thing.6". 

5 J 	 " ••• We wi£.l be bettelt able to encountelt 
Chlt.i.6t in a£.l men and all .6ituatiol'l.6" 

Christ in the Center 

The Exercises are strongly Christo-centric in content 
and structure.Of the Four Weeks ,three Weeks are completely
filled with the contemplation of Christ. If we want light 
on the gift of self. who may give it better than Christ who 
gives himself continuously to the Father and at the same 
time to all mankind? 

1J 	 " ••• God became man... and invite.6 all 
men to give them.6elve.6 co nt..tnuou.6£.y 
to him in and with Chu.6t ••• " 

4 J 	 "The .6 pilt.itua£'ity 06 oult gItOUP.6 i.6 
centelted 01'1 Chlti.6t .•• " 
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3) 

4) 

5) 

6) 

11) 

12 J 

"Union with ChlLi.6t lead!! to union 
with the chulLch whelLe ChlLi.6t i.6 helLe 
and now continuing hLo mi.6.6ion 06 
4alvation ...• we will be bettelL able 
to encountelL ChlLi.6 t in all men and Illl 
4itulltion4 • •• " 
" ••• FOIL ellch 06 oulL glLOUP4 i4 a com­
munity in ChlLi.6 t . •. " 
" ••• we hllve lLeceived the miuion to 
be •••• witne44e.6 to ChILi4t be60ILe all 
men .•• OUIL li6e 6ind.6 it.6 pelLmllnent
iMpiMtion in the GC4pei 06 the POM 
and humbie ChlLi4 t . •• " 

"Since the .6 pilLituality 06 oulL gILOUp.6 
i4 centelLed on ChlLi.6t, we '.6ee the 
1L0le 06 MlllLy in lLelation to ChlLi.6t •• " 

Church 

"OUIL gILOUP4 ... Ilim to 60ILm committed 
men and women, adult.6 and youth, 601L 
4eILvice to the ChulLch .•• " 
" ••• it dlLaw.6 61LOm. •• the doctlLinlll 
development 06 the ChulLch ••. " 
"Union with ChlLi4 t lelld4 to unio 11. with 
the ChulLch ... Con4ciou4 that we aILe 
memoeIL4 06 the ChulLch, we plllLticipate
in the litulLgy, meditate upon the 
SClLiptulLe.6, plLomote the doctlLine, col 
labolLllte with the Pa4to~ ..• " ­

" ••• Such 11 community, centelLed in the 
EuchalLi.6t .•• i.6 11 community in ChlLi.6t, 
11 cellon hi.6 MY.6ticlll Body •.. " 

"OulL memoeIL4 .6eek 6ILequent Ilnd even 
dllily plllLticiplltion in the EuchIl1Li4t." 
"Ellch 'gILOUP plllLticiplltU lLegullllLly in 
the communlll celeblLlltion 06 the Euchll 
1Li4t". ,­
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Love of Our Lady 

In the light of the Exercises and of Vatican II the 
General Principles see Our Lady inseparably united with her 
Son. They contemplate her with predilection in the mystery
of the Incarnation. The first members of the CM, gathered 
in the chapel of the Roman College, saw always, before 
their eyes, the inspiring fresco presenting this mystery not 
in the traditional way - Mary and the angel alone - but in 
the wider vision of Ignatius in his contemplation on the 
Incarnation. 

1) 	 "Fa.ith6u.l to hi.& pJLOmiH., God beca.me 
Ma.n, bOJLn 06 Ma.JLY···" 

6) 	 "Ea.ch 06 OUJL gJLOUp.& i.& a. community in 
ChJLi.&t, ••• who.&e membeJL.& a.JLe boundt£. 
getheJL by theiJL •• 6LUa.l love 6M Ma.JLY". 

8 J 	 "Ma.JLY'.& coopeJLa.;t..[on with heJL Son bega.n 
in a. .&pecia.l wa.y with heJL 6ia.t in the 
my.&teJLY 06 the Annuncia.tion-Inca.JLna.­
;t..[o n. Thi.& co 0 peJLa.tio n, co nti nued a.ll 
thJLough heJL li6e, in.&piJLe.& U.6 to give 
ouJL.&elve.o tota.lly to God in union with 
Ma.JLy, who by a.cc.epting the duigM 06 
God beca.me ouJL motheJL a.nd the motheJL 
06 a.ll men". 

Rightfully Cardinal Cicognani wrote in his Letter of 
Approbation: 

"I JLejoic.e to be a.ble to c.cmmunic:.a.te thill 
a.ppJLoba.;t..[on to you on the Fea..&t 06 the 
Annuncia.tion, tJLa.ditiona.l 6ea..&t 06 the CM 
thJLoughout the woJLld a.nd the my~teJLy whil!.h 
oMm the veJLy beginning ha..& llummed up the 
.opiJLit a.nd even noW in.&piJLell the new Ge­
neJLa.l PJLinc.iplu". 

For many years our movement has been ce lebra ting on the 
25th of March the World CLC Day. In the acti vi ty report which 
our executive secretary will present in Providence,we read 
that this celebration has been increasing over recent years. 
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FAITHFUL TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLIES 

According to article 8 of the Statutes, approved def­
initely by 'the Holy See in 1971, the General Assembly is 
"the sovereign body of the World Federation which delegates
daily responsibility to the Executive Council". This means 
practically that orientations of this Assembly have authori 
ty for the whole movement. and that the Executive Councir 
and the Secretariate in Rome have special responsibility 
for their implementation. 

The question. therefore, is relevant: Do we have such 
orientations about the Exercises ?The answer is that all the 
General Assemblies. without any exception, have given orien­
tations, suggestions, and conclusions about the Exercises. 
They are interesting enough to be published in this article. 

Rome •54 - Towards World Renewal 

This was the first me~ting of the World Federation 
whichwasfoundedin1953.It was a mass-congress with 10,000 
people! The General Assembly lasted only two hours, spent 
mostly in the election of the first Executive Council and 
in a conference on the aim of the World Federation.The new 
Ex-Co was asked to formulate,during its first meeting,some
conclusions in the name of the General Assembly. We quote
here conclusion no.3: 

"Entel!.ing into the tho ught.6 06 the Chul!.ch 
and in ol!.del!. to obtain a tl!.ue wol!.R..d I!.enew 
aI, the Congl!.eu 'invitu all Fedel!.ation"i 
and all gl!.Ouph to alwaYh put in pl!.actice 
with evel!. gl!.eatel!. Mdelity the dil!.ec.tive.6 
06 the Apohtolic Con.6titution BihSaecu­
lal!.i, ehpec.ially tho.6€. dealing with he.fec 
tion, deep intel!.iol!. li6e,Spil!.ltuai Ex.el!.-=­
Cl.6eh and apo.6tolate". 

Newark'59 -Retreats of 30 days Recommended 

• 
One of the seven' conclusions, under the meaningful 

title Catholic Spirituality says: 
"Be it 6ul!.thel!. I!.uolved that each eM 
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acco~ding to it4 pa~ticula~ condition4, 
make inc~ea4ingly u4e 06 the cl04ed 
Spi~itual Exe~ci4e4, eithe~ in thei~ 
enti~ety (30 daY41 o~ 60~ a4 long a 
pe~iod a4 P044ible to bette~ p~omote 
the g~eate~ g.to~y 06 God". 

Since 1951 there had existed in the USA a widespread
practice of retreat of eight and thirty days for members of 
the CM. So it was not surprising that the USA delegation 
proposed this radical resolution. 

Bombay' 64 - Center of Igna tian Spi rituali ty Recommended 

The resolution of Bombay dealing with the Exercises 
can be considered as a follow-up of the conclusion adopted
by the European CM Congress in Rome'63. The conclusion of 
Rome'63 asked the Secretariat in Rome to take the necessary 
steps in setting up a center of Ignatian spirituality. The 
Secretariate took the following steps: first. the proposal 
of this plan to Father General, who wholeheartedly agreed; 
Secondly, organizing an international meeting of experts 
in Cavalletti in April 1964. This meeting decided that the 
next step should be a world congress on the Exercises in 
Mexico. Theme: the Exercises questioned by our generation,
presented by representati yes of modern theology ,phiLosophy,
psychology, psycho-analysis, history of spirituality, exe­
gesis of the Bible. Later on due to various circumstances, 
especially Vatican II (1962-1965), the theme and place were 
changed. The congress took place in Loyola in 1966 and the 
theme was: the Exercises in the light of Vatican 11.(17)
About 50 specialists from allover the world were present.
In 1970 the center of Ignatian Spirituality (CIS)was found 
ed in Rome. It has been and still is extremely active. ­

Here is the conclus ion of the meeting in Bomb ay: 
"The Wo~ld Fede~a:t.l.on givu it4 whole­
hea~ted 4uppo~t to the 4etting up 06 an 
1nte~na:t.l.onal Cente~ 06 Ignatian 4pi~t­
uality, d4ked 60~ by the 6i~4t Eu~opean 
Cong~e44 06 the CM. A4 a 6i~4t 4tep, it 
endo~4e4 the idea 06 holding a Wo~ld 
Cong~e44 on the Exe~ci4e4 in Mexico in 
1965, to be 60llowed b~ National Cong~e4 
4e4 60~ mo~e detailed con4ide~ation01 
the 4ame 4ubject in the context 06 na­
tional need4 and p~oblem4". 
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Rome'67 - Specific Source and Characteristic Instrument 

The original draft of number 4 of the General Principles 
was: 

" We hold .the SpiJti.tuat E xeJtci;., U 06 
s.t. Igna.tiu.l.l a;., .the ;.,peci6ic ;"ouJtce 06 
oUJt ;., piJti.tuali.tIJ •0UJt vo ca.tio n catl;., u;., . .... 

This text caused long discussions about the question:
should it be "the source" or "a source"? A commission had 
to be formed ana-after a short-time they came up with this 
proposal: 

"a ;.,peci6ic ;.,ouJtce and.the chaJtac.teJti;.,.tic 
[n;.,.tJtumen.t 06 ouJt ;., pbu.tuati.tIJ" . 

This proposal was unanimously accepted. 

Sto. Domingo' 70 - New Insights Desired 

Here are some suggestions taken from the synthesis of 
the reports made by the National delegations; 

"New in;.,igh.t;., in.to .the di;.,.tinc.tive ItOte 
c6 .the Spilti.tual Exe!tciHll 60Jt eLc; de­
.teJtmining.the eu en.t.ialll 06 .the .tex.t; 
devi4ing new .teJtminolo<glJ mOJte accep.tabte 
.to .the modeJtn ;.,piJt.i.t;.,; coopeJta.tion wi.th 
Je;.,ui.tll and o.theJt;., .in ;.,.tudiell on .the 
ExeJtci;.,e;., • 
"MoJte expeltimen.t;., in bo.th communi.t1J and 
indiv.iduat Jte.tJtea.t4 and in me.thod4 60Jtin 
.tJtoduc.ing membeti, e4 peciallIJnewcameJt:!; 
.to Oult gJtoup;." into .the ExeJr.cillell in ;.,uch 
a waIJ .that theIJ can Jteco gnize .the.iJt impo~ 
.tance 60Jt CLC". 

Augsburg '73 - Priori ty of Priori ties 

We publish here some orientations for formation: 
"So .tha.t .the ExeJtc.illu be univelL6at, 
in4.tJtuC.tOJtll 4hould adap.t .themllelve4.to 
.the p4IJchologIJ and cul.tuJte 06 each na­
.tion and 06 each peJt40n. 
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It ~hould look to the integ4ation 06 
the dgnami~m 06 the Exe4ci~e~ in ou4 
enti4e li6e (de~i~e~,though~, action~l. 
a~ at Rome. 
The EU4CiH~ a4e the l!,4iMity 06 l!,4i04­
itiu 
- e~tabli~h team~ 06 in~t4uct04~, both 
Je~a1~ and lag pe~on~, who have the 
abilitg to adapt them ~ needed. 

- 4ue4ve the Exe4ci~u 604 tho~e who a4e 
al4eadg f ~omewhat humblg' involved, a~ 
Fathe4 de la Co~ta ~a.1d". 

Manila' 76- Need for a specific Formation 

In Manila all delegations were divided into 17 groups
who were asked to suggest orientations for the next three 
years. Of these 17. 15 mentioned specifically the Exer­
cises. 

G40Up 3 

11 	 Continue and initiate 604mation e6­
004t4 at di66e4ent level~. 

Mean~ 

- F04m ga1de4 604 the individuallg­
diJiected Spi4itual Exe4ci4 i~. wheth 
e4 lag pe4~on~ 04 p4ie~t~ 

P4incipal 04ientation: inten~i6ication 

06 n04mation. 

Poin~ to emph~ize: 


- n04mation 06 competent CLC leadeu 
(animat044 I and 06 lay ga1de~ 604 the 
Spi4itual Exe4ci~e4 

- 604mation 604 di~ce4nment in the con­
c4ete ~ituation~ 06 li6e. 

OU4 g40up ~ee~ the main di4ection 06 the 
W04ld CLC Fede4ation 004 the next th4ee 
gea44 a~ that 06 continuing the g40wth 
p40ce~4 begun at Aug~bu4g'73. 
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8u~ ~o aehieve ~hat, i~ mU4~ be in4i4~­
ed ~ha~ ~he CLC voea~on ha~ i~~ ~oullee 
in ~he Spllli~ual Exellei~e~. whieh i~ a 
plllolll~y 06'plllolll~le~ -­ ~he Exellei~e~ 
adap~ed ~o ~he level 06 ~he loeal Commun 
ltlu and 0 6 ~heill lleaU~IJ ... 

GIlOUp 5 
2) Tha~ ~he WOllld Fedella~on ~~lmula~e 

l~~ membell~ in ~helll e6 60u~' ~o ob~ain 
601l all a quali~1J 06 li6e ~ha~ will 
eon~lllbu~e ~o ~he ~ue digni~1J 06 man 
in ~he llgh~ 06 ~he Go~pel and in ~he 
way 06 ~he Spllli~ual Exellel~eh, and 
will make i~ pouible ~o live, in a ~Ilue 
Ilela~on~hlp wi~h God, wi~h one'.6 
bllo~hell.6 and wl~h ~he wOllld. 

3) We have ~ueeeeded in ln~e~i6ylng ~he 
pllae~ee 06 ~he ~Ilue Spilli~ual Exell­
ei~u ~o a4 to develop a deep living
06 God'.6 plle.6enee ~ha~ ~an~60Ilm.6 a 
pell~on intelliollly. So in the ~ame way 
we mU4t a~4ulle that CLC membell~ who 
have expellieneed thi4 .6~ep 06 the EUIl 
el.6umalj 'have o~hell de.ep expellienee1 
~ha~ will lea.d ~hem:to a ehangein ~he 
6ield 06 povellty, 06 ~ho~e people who 
aile mallginallzed and 06 othel!. unj U4~ 
li6e-.6ituaUon~ ~ha~ eall 601l0Ull eo!! 
~ibu~lon in olldell ~o aehleve ~ueh a 
~aM60IlmaUon. 

4) We mU4t Ileeognlze tha~ ~he mOlle eom­
mlt~ed we aile in OUIl ae~lon, the molle 
Iladleal will be OUIl living 06 Chlli4t­
lanity aeeolldlng to the 4plllit 06 the 
Exelle..i.~u • 

GIlOUp 6 

FOllma~..i.on and ~ellv..i.ee: 

1)' CLC Ilequillu a de6..i.ni~e and ~peei6..i.e 
ollienta~lon. We eon~idell that it i~ 
nee eM ally ~oiM..i..6t that the Spillitu­
at Exellei4U 06 St.lgna~iu4 eon~t..i.tute 

the moit impolltant element 06 OUll .6plll 
i~uallty and 60llmaUon. -
Conelletely : they eentell u~ on Je.6u~ 

(Cont. on page 37) 
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BECAUSE GOD I S LOVE (1 John 4,16) 

This statement of th:efirst' Letter of Saint John is 
very well known and often quoted. but its content is very 
~trong and very demanding.It is in this sense that I develop 
the following reflections\ 

To accept this. statement . and this truth is to accept 
the fact that God gra.dousiy offerl to each one of us the 
possibili ty of loving and of liVing a reality of love. 

And here is where confusion arises - confusion and 
doubt produced b.y Ii series of fattors of our times ,especial 
ly by publicity which tends to make no distinctio!l between 
"to love" and "to like". These two realities are confused, 
and things take on a false meaning. 

The reason fot this is that a componeiit of the verb "to 
like" is "to relish" a situation that engages our emotions. 
It is related to the sense of touch, to mere feeling. I 
love an animal , I love ice cream, 'etc. While we remain on 
the level of feeling, it is perfectly possible to stop lov 
ing, to get angry, to get tired, of something. To love in 
the sense of "to like" has. a selfish connotation because 
one thEm loves for the sake of oneself. 

The error I am describing proceeds from applying this. 
mentality to human relat,ionships which can by turns please 
me or dtsplease me; bring me pleasure or displeasure. I am 
glad to'work at such a school subject because I like 
the teacher. while I feel no interest for another subject 
matter because I don't like the teacher.I may create links 

. with this person but not with that one, because the latter 
does not p.lease me. We confuse our pleasure and our comfort 
with the fact of loving something or someone. But love 
does not lie in that direction. 
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The true dimension ,of love is much more demanding and 
serious. Its trUe meaning is related to anacti'vity of ,the 
will, of "wanting". It is not a purely emotional attitude, 

, but an interior disposition, a consciousatti tude. I love 
the other for his own sake, not because it is convenient 
for me but because- the other is loved by God,just as I am. 

This is how we can understand the commandment of Jesus: 
"Love your enemy", "Do good to those who 'persecute you". 
On the level of mere feeling, this is impossible. Our per­
sonal experience can testify to that. ' 

But if I go' beyond this level and reach the person, I 
develop a positive and conscious attitude, I go beyond the 
barrier of mere feeling , and I can attain the" dimension of 
love. 

As a practical example, let us take a youth who prepares 
to. really serve ampng the lepers • This work may seem re­
pulSive to his, feelings, for it is unpleasant to see dis fi gur 
ed and crippled bodies. But if at the start he has an inte 
rior disposition that goes beyond mere feeling, this activ 
ity,which first appeared as repugnant and difficult,takes 
on a new meaning. With time grow tenderness and intima,cy 
with the sick people. A positive feeling begins to develop 
and what had first been an obligation becomes a Ipleasure. 

. To love giving time to the other is to qne :(orhim. 
And when we open to the other, we discover our own limits 
and our weakness, because our capacity for love, is limited 
and our very loving is accompanied by jealousy~ We do harm 
we do not want ,and we forget the good that' should be there, 
according to the words of Saint Paul. 

We really love only what we know. Indeed, we can know 
and accept our own limits and those of the others only if 
we give time to others. This is the way a relationship is 
created. 

But in order to live this relationship deeply,a first 
step is necessary: it is to learn from THE OTHER who is 
Jesu!? Christ,how I must love the other. In prayer,we have 
an opportunity to know his example, he who ga ve his own 
life for those whQ tortured and abused him. This is an act 
of the will, a gift of oneself ,an act of forgiveness, 
because to liveis also to forgiVE:)' . ' 

, Andbecause Goa is love, he always forgives us with 
his love, 

,Roperto A.S. ALBUQUERQUE SJ.., 
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CLC is foundl activ~ in Le,sotho, South Af:rica, Botswa­
na, Zimqabwe and Zambia, in Southern and Central Africa. 
In all these countries CLC is predominantly a youth move'­
ment found in secondary sch~ol.s and some colleges. This si ­
tuation is changing slowly wfth the introduction of parish 
groups fo.r the youth as .well as: working youth communi ties, 
in Lesotho and South Africa. . . 

For many years the. national federations have worked 
independently, with Iittleor n9 communication among them . 

. Since 1979, howe veT , there has been a turn for the better. 
Perhaps Zambia and Zimbabwe '. l1ave enjoyed thl;l greatest in­
teraction, especially after the opening of thei r boarders 
at the' dawn of Zimbabwe's independence. CLC ',ers from Z.am­
bia have attended the Salisbury's assistants me~ting as 
well as a joint formation coursl;leonducted in Salisbury in 
December, 1980. August, 1981 saw the two federations com­
ing together again in a_~joint formation course held in Bu­
lawayo, Zimbabwe . With thesetontacts some members have 
opened personal correspondence among them and for these 
the idea of- INTERNATIONAL.WORLD CLC is no longer than 
just .a mere dream. \ 

On a slightly wider basis two regional meetings have 
been held: a promotion <;::ourse for Lesotho, Botswana, Zimba 
bwe and Zambia in Gabarone, Botswana in May, 1979 and more 
recently'a moderators'meeting attended by representatives 

,- f;rom. South Africa ,Botswana ,Zimbabwe and Zambia in December, 
1981. ClearlY,interaction among the federations is still 
rather marginal but the trend is upwards and is very in­
couraging. 

A key topic of concern shared at the recent moderators' 
meeting was the need to examine the different resources 
available to the different federations with an aim to iden 

/1ify possible areas of collaboration .. While it is .clear 
that resources, especially pel'sonnel, are limited. it is 
also obvious that a lot more joint projects (e.g.formation 

, 	 courses, sharing of promotion material) can be undertaken 
using the available resources. For ex~mple. the Koinonia 
centre in South Africa offers a wide range of formation 
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material which the region has yet to 'explore. The Kanamo 
Centre in Botswana forms an ideal meeting 'place asi t :is 

. well equipped and has two full-time persons to. keep i:t 
· going. Zimbabwe, too, offers a wide range of meeting places 
while Zambia now has 2 full - time assistants for CLC; -and 

· these are just a few of the resources which CLC in the re­
gion can have access to for future interaction. 

As a region. communication with other CLC federations 
outside the region has been limited, even active contact 
with Rome has been minimal. This has led to a. feeling of 

· being rather 'left-out'. Increased contact among the feder!;: 
tions in the region will also hopefully lead to more com­
munication with Rome, as well as other federations,as this 
will ,enlance the active realisation of CLC asa world com­
muni ty. What people here are perhaps' looking for now is mon 
of a cons tant acti ve con tact not only with Rome 'but also 
with other Federations, Le. with Europe, Asia,and Ameri­
ca. I must say, however, that the responsibility to act and 
to seek this contact lies upon us. This means that we are 
the .only ones who can initiate and act on' filling the gaps 
by.beginning to write to and invi tepeople, I.e .CLCers the 
world over to come and see what we are up to here. We, of 
course, depend on the positive response of these different 
federations for the' success of such a project, but 1/ feel 
the· greater task is for us to realise that we must set the 
ball rolling ourselves.· 

Among· the cardinal concerns ·of all the federations, 
formation of members, as well as a-ssistants ,ranks very 
highly.All federations are concerned wi th forming more and 
more committed members ,members who understand what CLC is 
and identify 'with it as a personal priority. As CLC is 
mostly among the youth, the aspect of commi tment to CLC 
raises many questions whose answers even' the assistants 
are not often sure about.A sharing on this aspect wi th oither 
CLCfederations would be very welcome. It, would no doubt be 
very beneficial for us to know the experiences of other 
youth moderators on as'pects of commitment and community as 
experi enced among youth groups. 

Plans to invite two people from Rome to help with a 
series of formation courses in the region are underway. 
The input of those' with many v;aried experiences in CLC is 
undoubtedly very valuable,and will advance the realisation 
of'a deeper commi tmEmt to CLC by the members. Needless to 
say as well that an African experience of CLC for those 
members of the Formation Commission who would come would 
expose' them to the reali ties of CLC in Africa and. wouI'd be 
a very rich experience for all inv~lved. 

./ 
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Overall,. the search African identity of CLC in 
Africa continues . I f CLC :to establish deep roots) it 
must begin to embrace of the pe9ple fully, and 
not mere ly the pupils among whom it is 
found presently. This task and must definite ly 
work hand in hand wi th I s search for an authentic 
African identity. It will: a long time but because it 
is definitely a' fel t need' f CLC is to ta~e root. God 
wi 11 bless it and it .wilihappen. 

Perpetua KATEPA 

A CLC AT ITS BEGINNINGS 
=~===================~~ 

Itt .title. wLth :the :th4u3:t o:6:the W04.td Fede4atiotl J.>itlce 
:the AJ.>J.>emb.tlf on AugJ.>bU4g'73, f/}4:the pa..o:t yeall,./) :the CLC'J.> 
itl :the PhLUppitleJ.> have· been dedicating mOJ.>:t 06 :thei4 en­
604:tJ.> :to bui.tding CLC g40UpJ.> among :the g4aJ.>.o-400:tJ.>. Th40ugh 
:the wMk,/ 06 S'tan, Kin al1.d Aban,g, :thiJ.> HemJ.> :to be :taking 
m04e and m04e J.>hape in :the, Bi'co.t 4egion ISou:th on Mani.ta),· 
p4incipa.t.ty among :the 6a4melt.o. To: give .ti6e and c.onc.4e:teneJ.>J.> 
:to :thLt> miJ.>J.>ion, we pub.tJ..J.>hbe.tow :the .ohating 06 a you:th 
membe4 in an in:te4view made by Abang Mabu.to. 

Au, as she's fondly called by her friends,is a second 
year college student who 's workin~ hard to become a teacher. 
She's 21 years old and the eldest - in a family of six.She ',s 
one of, the most active youth leaders in )the parish, an of­
ficer in the San Fernando Catholic Youth League and the 
Chairman of the Kabataang Barangay (a national youth orga~ 
nization supported .by the government). She's .also'teaching 
catechism in their barrLo elementary school. She shares be 
low her own experiences in life .and in CLC. 

"I remember my childhood days as happy ones. We lived 
a very simple Life but we were well-taken cared of by our 
parents.My father der:i ved our livelihood by farming a half­
hectare of rice land and ten:ding another hectare planted 
wit~ coconuts. I was a consistent honor student in my elem 
entary years though my parents were initially discouraged: 
to send me to school because of our very limited means. They 
were challenged when one of my teachers wanted to adopt m~ , 
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and finance my educatiQn ..For another four years ,.my' parents 
worked hard to support my studies in our Barrio High School. 
N.ow I'm able to s ttidy .in.college through 80 %tui til5n scho hE 
ship on semestral "'performance- basis proviged by the Foster 
Parents Inc.Originally 1 wanted to study business but shif,! 

,ed to education where I feel my abilities are more suited 
/ 

"Li fe became very hard 'for us this past year because my 
father could not work anymore because of illness.We had to 
lease our land to another farmer and now we only get one­
fourth of the produce. To supplement our income, my mother 
and myself help farmers in transplanting rice and earn an 
average of 18 - 110 per'day ($ 1.25). We also help in har­
vesting rice and get one tenth 6f the harvest as'our payment. 
One of my brothers is helping us and last month he left Jor 
Manila to find work • 

"I am very thankful to God because he still provides 
me with the'strength and time to purSue) my' studies and at 
the same ,time get involved in community activities.We find 
our teaching of catechism very fulfilling.I also thank our 
youth for choosing me as thei r leader. It 

From her in-depth sharing of her life, I then asked 
her how she discovered CLC. "AU my life, I had always been 
close to the Church. And I am very grateful to our parish 
priest, Fr. Max Jacob, Jr. for encouraging me to join the 
Basic CLC' Training Program in Canaman. The seminars have 
greatly lessened my inferiority complex and taught me how 
to relate and adjust to different kinds of people. The pray 
er program provided me a very intimate encounter with Goa 
and introduced me to new methods of praying, (e.g. body 
awareness). The community building sessions made me more 
open, developed my capacity to be sensitive and to listen, 
made me more reflective, I also learned to accept people 
and lIIyself as We really are". ' 

Will you continue being a CLC member? "Yes .And I will 
find ways of sharing it to our barrio folks. I deeply believe 
in the formation program offered by the CLC and its simplici 
ty in all aspects of life. Now I fm slowly sharing some 01' 
its elements with my family. This has already lessened our 
petty quarrels, making our home more peaceful". 

As a conclusion to our sharing, I asked her what she 
,considers as the Jrole of the CLC in the local church? "I 
think theCLC can best help our local church through its 
good formation program. It is a big help ,to parish priests 
when committed lay people become involved in the aetivities 
of the parish, like catechesis for children and forination 
seminars for adults and. othe,r apostolic work:; If. She also 

;/ \ 
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identified the lack of~~~~eration from the people in the 
community as another hii!l;a~ance to the growth 0; the CLC. I 
thank her for her wonde':rflJ.1 sharing. I agree wi th the things
she 	has said. . 

A YOUTH GATHERING, AT PUENTE GRANDE 

An Assembly' of Youth CLC was held at Puente Grande. 
Jalisco, on December 18 ana 19. 1981.. The Theme was : TO 
UNVERSTANV HOW THE MARR!EV ANP THE CELIBATE MAY LIVE THE 
CHOICE FOR THE KINGVOM PF'90~TN TOVAY'S SOCIAL REALITY. 

The 	 following topics.'wer¢ treated: 

1. 	 The. K~ngdom 06 God (Se.bal>t:ian M~e.Jt, l>jl 

2. 	 P.6 yc.holog~c.ti£' At>pec..t¢ a 6 Af6.e.etiv~ty and SexuaUty 
(En~~que. Vela, l>jl 

3. 	 Ma~~~age. ~n v~e.w 06 :t/ie K~n'gdom(Couple.6: Jav~e~ Ri,ojal> 
and Ma~~b e.l I ba~~ola; .Vo.v~dMa~t~nez, T~ea.6 u~e.Jt 06 CLC 
National ExCo, and Malu M~c.he~, a g~eat fUod.e.~ 60~ ·the 
Movement) 

4. Ce.l~bacy In v~ew 06 the klngdom (F~anc.~.6co. Lopez .6j) 

5. CLC O~gan~zat~on: 

5:1 	 The E.6.6enc.e 06 a: Meeting (G~oup dynam~c.6 by loc.a-. 
l~t~e.6, c.oo~d~nated ,by Lu~.6 Valde.6. Je.6U~t Sc.ho-\ 
l Mti c.l • 

5. 2 	 P~oblem.6 and Q.uel>:t~onl> 06 G~PUp.6 IVav~d Me.tzl 

5.3 	 P~oc.e..6.6 06 Ele.c.tion 06 the. Youth Rep4el>e.nta{ive to 
the National Counc.~l (Ma~~o Tap~al . 

The first two topics were studied on the 18th and the 
rest were dealt with on .the 19th. 

, What stood out in this meeting were the spirit of fra 
ternity and the desire to live more effectively the choice 
for the Kingdom of God amorigst the poor of our localities. 
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, Delegates from eleven ,Communities,' &ffili;J.ted,to th.e 
Natipnal CLCFederation, were gathered to discuss and v~te 
on the Election of. the . Youth Representative:,', There weI'e 
also de:legates from Pre-Communi ties, Associated Groups .and 
Observers. In all, we came from five Regions of the country 
and numbered 60 persons. 

For the years 1982 to 1985, Salvador Valencia is the 
Youth Representative. He belongs to the Community 'of Mar­
co-re-cha-li, of Leon, Gto. From now on,. "Chava" will be 
co-responsible for Youth eLC before the Coundl. 

Undoubtedly. the Lord Jesus, who is present in the 
history of the 20th Cent:ury Latin American confliCt ,invi tes 
U$ young people to commit ourselves to the promotion of 
justice. The Latin American Episcopal Conference (CELAM), 
Pue. 1970, gives youth the second place in. its list of pre 
,feren tial options. .­

The respon?~ . ofeLe can and ought to be a generous 
insertion 'into projects for social liberation, as well as 
political, e~onomic, cultural and religious. Such projects 

· are being carried on today in Mexico. eLe 1's involved in . 
them, even if only in ~ little way. 

The implications of belonging to the Kingdom of God 
need t'o be clarified for christians who are committed to 
social change. Such are drawn from the experience and pro­
cess of the Spiritual Exercises of .St. Ignatius. 

One may not opt for the gift and the task of construct 
ing this Kingdom of God, if one does not. have an affective 
sexual balance. It is obvious that one needs to learn to 

· manage one's proper· sexuality and affectivity in the light 
of this Kingdom - the only Absolute value. 

Once this choice for the Kingdom is made ,one' acquires 
a spiritual liberty to choose a state of life: marriage or 

· celibacy. 

In brief ,we are called to be the light and the prophetic 
signs as integrated men and women, makers of a more just 
world even within,the structures of personal and social sin. 

Mario TAPIA Alba 
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(Cont. from page 28) 

GltOUP 7 

Chlt.it..t and .the/,{ .tead ut. .to d.it.c.eltnmen.t. 
And peltt.ona.t and c.ommun.i.ty d.it.c.eltn­
men.t .it. .the meant. .tha.t .teadt. oult c.om­
mun.i.t.iet. .to deve.top a .tibelta.t.ing ac.­
Uon. 

We 6e.t.t .i.t wat. nec.et.t.alty .to pltet.en.t and 
give .the Sp.ilti.tua.t Exeltc.it.e.t. in a way .tha.t 
wi.t.t he.tp .thit. 60ltmaUve pltoc.et.t..To
6.talt.t wi.th, i.t i6 nec.et.t.alty .to 6pec.i6y 
.the c.en.tlta.t p.tac.e, at. 60me.th.ing t.pec.i6ic. 
and c.haltac..telt.it..tic., .tha.t .the Exeltci6et. 
have in .the .ti6e 06 a CLC. folt .th.i6, .two 
a6pec..tt. need .to be 6.tltet.6ed: 
1) Emphat.b:.ing .tha.t .the Exeltc..it. e.t. alte no.t 

lteduc.ed .to a t..imp.te lte.tltea.t, bu.t c.on6 
.ti.tu.te .th~ t.pec.i6.ic pedagogy on CLC 
6 p.iltUua.tUy • 

2) The need.to pltepaILe 6u.tuILe ILe.tILea.tan.tt., 
a nec.et.t.aILy pILOc.e66 and one .tha.t in no 
way c.a.t.tt. in quet..t.ion .the pILac.tic.a.t 
va.tue 06 .the ExeILc.it.e6. Vepending on 
paIL.ticu.taIL 6i.tuaUont., .the ExeILc.it.et. 
t.hou.td be .in.tegILa.ted ei.theIL be60ILe OIL 
a6.teIL 60ILma.tion coulL6et. OIL int.eIL.tion 
c.oulLt. e.t. • 

GltOUP g 

Specia.t Emphat..it.: fOILmaUon 
d) Emphat.it. on wha.t .i.t mean6 

ExeILc.it.et. .in PILac.t~ce. 
.to .tive .the 

Sp.iILi.tua.t ExeILci6e6 
a) UILge .tha.t .the SpiILi.tua.t Exe.Jr.c..it.et. .tha.t 

aILe given be .the au.then.t.ic EXeILc..i4e.t. 
06 oulL 6piJr..i.tua.ti.ty,eg. mOILe empha4i6 
on individua.t.ty diILec..ted ILe.tILea.t6. 

b) mOILe empha6i6 on poin.t 06 SpiJr..i.tua.t
EXeILc.i6et. be.ing .the 60uILce 06 oulL t.pf
IL.i.tua.t.i.ty. 

21 	 fOILma.tion pILoglLamt., whieh necet.t.aJr..i.ty 
ine.tude expeJr..ienee6 06 .the SpiJr..i.tua.t 
ExeILc..it.e.t.., .towalLdt. an ou.twaltd .tooking
c.ommuni.ty, t.hou.td be adap.ted.to .the 
.teve.tt. 06 invo.tvemen.t and needt. 06 .the' 
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d~66elLen~ CLC4. Much a~~en~~on 4hould 
be 	g~ven ~o ~he 60ILma~~on 06 dynam~c 
leadeIL6 06 local commun~~e6. 

GllOup 10 

GILa up 17 

GILOUp 12 

1) 	 To plLovide help 601L FedelLa~ion6 whelLe 
~hey m06~ need i~ ~o lLeach a 6ull ~n~e 
glLa~on 06 ­
al 	 PovelL~y-undelL6~and~ng 06 all 601L~ 

a6 povelL~y in ~he woltld - ma~elLial, 
educa~onal, p6ychological. cul~ulL 
aI, lLel~giou6. e~c. We 6eel ~hal 
th~6 week ha6 been olLien~ed to one 
k~nd 00 povelLty only. 

b I 	Wi~h ChILiU - 4pilLi~ual developmen~ 
e6pec.i.atty ~hlLough mee~ng ChlLi4~ in 
~he G04pel and ~he Sp~lLi~ual ExelL­
ci4e6 ~o make one mOlLe capable and 
6ILee ~o 6eILve and ~o ac~. 

cl 	 Be~~elL 6elLv~ce - no~ jU6~ 6eILvice 
bu~ihe way to 6~nd and calLlLY ou~ 
~he be6~ 6elLv~ce. 

An alLea wnelLe help wa6 6el~ ~o be needed 
Wa6 guidance 60.l!. leadeIL6 ~n undelL6tand~ng 
~he SpilL~tual ExelLciH6. Thi6would have 
~he advantage a6 depending leu all. le6ui~6 
a6 guidu. and would enable people to 6ee 
the CLC a6 a Lay Movement at ~he 6eILvice 
06 the ChUMh. 

The FOlLma~on abou~ which we Wi6h ~o 6peak 
involve6 a mean~ng6ul expelLience 06 ~he 
SpilLitual ExelLc.i6 e6 ovelL a ~me and expelL
.ience6 .in one'6 awn 6.itua~ion.To ach.ieve 
~hi6 an e66en~.ial ~hILU6~ would be the 
60ILmation 06 a "mob.ile 06 6lying ~eam" 
which would be available all. na~ional and 
con~inen~al level6 wh~lLe ~he guide6 {lay
e6pec.iallyl would be ~lLa.ined.in ~he.i1L 
awn mil.ieu in ~he U6e 06 ~he SpilLi~ual
ElI.eILci6 e6 in ~heilL own6 i~ua~o n and ~hU6 
"indiginize" ~hi6 impolL~an~ in6~lLumen~ 06 
oulL 60lLma~ion and 6elLvice.On ~he peIL60nai
level. ~h.i6 60lLma~ian would include an 
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GlLOUp 13 

GlLOUp 14 

expelL-ience 00 one'h own povelLty a..6 in the 
FilLht Week ah well ah a cont~nu~ng ~den­
t~oication with ChlLiht thlLough an expelL-i 
ence 00 the Second Week undelLtaken w~th~ 
~n the exihting (OlL othelL) hcope 00 the 
ExelLciheh. ehpecially hoc~al aWalLene.6h 
and community building. The a~m helle. ~h 
the ach~evement 00 a clLitical awalLeneh6 
by meanh 00 60cial inhelLtion which would 
aooolLd oppolLtunity OOlL analYhih. evalua­
tion. etc. and an ovelLall ~nteglLated e6 
6ect between ChlLiht.hocial awalLenehh and 
community buUding. 

10) 	 InteglLat-ion 06 SpilLUual EX(!'lLd.4:u.in 
to oUlLliveh and IHientat-ing CLC glLOU,u,
towalLdh it •. (Pohhibly non-CLC glLouph
too). SpilLltual ExelLciheh thlLough 
l~ved expelLlence. 

Cont~nental (eooolLthl 
- We ahk 60lL the clLeation 00 continental 

centlLeh olL teamh (not lLe6elLlLing to 
buildingh helle) with 4 dlmenhlonh: 

1 - Co n.6 clentlzatio n 
2 - SpilLitual ExelLciheh 
3 - UbelLation 
4 - IncultulLation 
Thih in olLdelL to plLepalLe leadelLh, modelLa 
tOlLh and plLomotelLh. ehpecially lay. hO 
that they in talLn can tlLain leadelLh. eh­
peclally lay, at the nat-ional and local 
level. 
liJoltld 

ThelLe wah a dehilLe 60lL a htatement 06 
anoilLmat-ion 06 th~ place 00 the SpilLlt
ual ExelLclheh in oulLway 06 1l6e. ­

The SpilL-itual ExelLc..i.heh 06 st. IgnatiUh
aJI.e not only plLe6umed to be the hpeciO-ic
houlLce 06 oulL m~hhion, but thlLough theilL 
deepening 00 oulL llveh we alLe led to live 
accolLding to theilL call. To help Uh we mlJ.ht 
become engaged in a wOlLld-wlde exchange 
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06 peJt40n6.eitheJt to be 06 ~eJtvi~e OJt 06 
theiJt own gJtowth and 06 expeJtien~e4 and 
in60Jtmation. 

GJtoup 17 
RegaJtding 60ILmation l 

- To cont-inue to develop a 4piJtitual metho 
dology ba4ed on the ExelLci.6e.6. Thu.6 in 
two diJtecUo n6 : 

one 60Jt adult gJtOUp.6 
one 601L youth g40Up.6 

- Rein60Jtcing the oJtientation6 06 the Spi 
Jtitual ExelLci4e4: ­
at 	making it cleM to all that thi.6 i4 

the 40UJtce and .6peciOic chaJtactelL­
i.6tic 06 eLC 	 • 

b) 	 Give mOlLe 4UPP0Jtt 601L moJte people 
601L the p0.6.6ibility 06 doing the 
ExeILci4 e.6 

cJ fOJtmaUon 06 guide.6 
dJ Be mOJte "4tJtict" a4 to the quali6i­

caUOn6 to do the ExelLci4e4. 

Rome'79 - More Integration 

Towards the end of the Assembly in Rome. 1979, the Na 
tiona1 Federations were asked : What are the consequences
for our own federations? 
AJtgentina 

b) 	 The valLiou.6 mean4 pJtopo.6ed 601L implem 
enting thi.6 olLientation will enliven 
the CLC chalLi.6m in ouJt communitie.6. 
with a gJteateJt commitment to .6elLvice 
and to oulL mi.6.6ion to all men.We believe 
it i.6 the SpilLilual ExelLci.6 e4 in pa4ti
culaJt which will help U.6 gain an a~ 
waJteneu 06 lay .6pilLitrlatity togethM
with knowledge and analY.6i.6 06 .6ocial 
lLeality. which will con.6cienti.6e U.6 
to give oulL.6elve.6 molLe and moJte to the 
.6 elLvice 06 othelL.6. e4 pecially the pOOIL. 
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21 	 We w~!! ~n&~&~ on ~he Sp~4i~ua! Exe~­
ei.6e& 06 S~. Igna~lu.o 

Co!omb~a . 
e1 	 G~ea~e~ coneen~~a~~on on ~he p~a~~~ce 

06 ~he Sp~~~~ua! Exe~e~.oe&. w~~h p~ev 
~OU4 p~epa~ation and ~nd~v~dua!!y gU:~~ 
ed ~e~~ea~4. 

Eng!and and Wa!e~ 
We hope ~he ~dea 06 Wo~!d Commun~~y w~!! 
help ou~ membe~4 ~o be mo~e open ~o bo~h 
~he wo~!d and ~o a 4en&e 06 eommun~~y. A 
MM~ 4~ep we have ~o 6aee ~4 ~o ge~ ~h~~ 
4en.oe 06 eommu~~y and we be!~eve ~~ ha4 
~o eome ou~ 06 ~he g~OUP& ~a~he~ ~han be 
~mpo&ed 6~om above. 
To ~h~4 end we hope ou~~mpu~.o w~!! pMduce 
a 6e!~ need 60~ 60~ma~~on and a g~ea~e~ 
de.o~~e ~o expe4ience ~he Sp~~~~ua! Exe~­
c~.ou. 

Indonu~a 

1) 	 We a~e going ~o be mo~e exp!~c~~!y 
Igna~~an and ~o ge~ mo~e membe~4 ~o do 
~he ~nd~v~dua!!y gu~ded Exe~cL6e& a.o a 
pa~~ 06 ou~ 60~ma~~on. 

l~e!and 

1) 	 ou~ expe~~ence a~ ~hL6 A.o~ emb!y. pa~­
~~cu!a4!y ~~4 eonceM~aUon on ~heSp~ 
~~~ua! Exe~e~.o e4 and ~he vote ~n 6avo!i: 
06 "A Wo4!d ComlfluM~.y1' c.on6~~m the 
~h~u.o~ 06 ·oult. movement ~n l~ela·nd.~~nce 
Te~g nmo uth. 

b) 	 Mo~e empha.o~4 on ~he sp~~aua! EXM­
e~.ou 40 ~hat the expH~eliee 06 ~hem. 
and ~h~~ ~n~eg~a~~on ~n~o ou~ !~ve~ 
w~!! have a mo~e ma~ked ~n6!uenee. 

Le40~ho 

Ou~ eye.o a~e opened ~o many th~ng4. 60~ 
example CLC cha4i4m: Sp~~~~ual~ty. Sp~~­
~~ua! Exe~c~4e.o. CommuM~y. M~44~on and 
Se~v~ce.The.oe a4pect4 06 ou~ eha~~4m we~e 

- 41 


http:Se~v~ce.The.oe
http:ComlfluM~.y1
http:Exe~e~.oe


elea41y de6ined and they opened new h04i 
zon4 be604e u~.A 4en4e 06 ju~tiee in the 
w041d wa~ al~o a40u4ed.We 6elt all the4e 
a4 a ehallenge and notieed that we ~till 
have a long way to go. 

Luxembou4g 
- Invitation~ to have the expe4ienee 00 

the Spi4itual Exe4ei6e~ 
Madaga6ea4 

- M04e inten~e p4aetiee 06 the Spi4itual
Ex e4ei4 e6 . 

Malta 
a) 	 6u4the4ing 06 Spi4itual Exe4ei4e4 among

CLC membe44 
Pe4u 

- We mu~t g-tve p4io4ity to a m04e 04equent
expe4ienee 06 the Spi4itual Exe4ei~e~, 
and U6e them 604 a di4ee~nment that be 
eome4 eve4 mOJr.e .6e4iou4 and pJr.ooouna 

Poland 
2) 	 Change 06 mentalitq th40ugh deepeJr.

unde44tand-ing and d-i~eeJinment w-ith tho 
help 06 sp-i4it!J.al Exe4e-i4e~ 

United State4 
2) 	 We mU6t bette4 -integ4ate OU4 vi&ion 00 

w04ld jU4tiee with ou4 eha4i4m, the 
Sp-i4itual Exe4e-i6e4. 
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MARY: HER VOCATION AND MISSION 

(Continued from 	May 1982) 

C. Fltom God'4 point 06v£ew, who £4 Ma.lLy? 

Mary is God's most perfect creature,the one who fully 
accepted to be what God intended in creating her, the one 
who never said "No", and, therefore. her life was one of 
constant growth,without any regression whatsoever.In this, 
Mary is clearly the opposite of Eve who, even though creal 
ed like Mary without original sin, doubted the love of God, 
sought to be "like God" and to decide for herself what was 
good and was evil. By acting in this way, . Eve' denied the 
most profound reality of her being a creature and deceived 
herself. Mary, by contrast, 1ived fully the truth of her 
being. 

Each one of us is created for some reason and in the 
measure that we respond to God's ambitious plan for us, we 
shall grow and we shall be happy. Not to accept God's lov­
ing plan for us is to belittle ourselves and ultimately to 
destroy our very selves. It is to deprive ourselves of our 
possibilities and thus to.fail to reach our fullness as 
human beings. From this fact comes the importance of discover­
ing the unique plan that exists fOT ea~h one of us, that 
plan that we call a vocation, and to which we must remain 
faithful day after day. Every vocation is an expression of 
God's unique call to a creature, involving God's proposal
and requiring our human response. In God's eyes, ,Mary is 
the creature who has most fully realized her vocation and 
her mission, and she is thus a creature of· special fondness 
to him. 

Folt the Fa.thelt: 	 Mary is the one who gladdens the heart of 
God the Father, the one of whom the prayer 
says: 
"Bleued be yoult putti..ty 
a.nd ma.y you be pulte to eteltnity. 
601t God the Almighty delight4 
in one 06 4uc.h glta.C.iOU4 bea.uty". 
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Mary is the one to whom the angel of the Annunciation 
said: "Hail, 6ull 06 B1!.ac.e, .tke L01!.d i~ wi.th you". In other 
words, "Rejoi~e, and bi gldd, 601!. God ha~ made you beau.ti­
6Lil, g1!.ac.io~, pleM.i:ng.to h.£~eyu; H~ joy i~ in you, 
601!. he ~ee"~ you and wantt. alway~ .to be wi.th you". She is 
the beloved daughter of the Father,the woman he has chosen 
and prepared so that she might be the Mother of his Son. 

F01!. .the Holy Spi1!.i.t : Mary is beautiful because throughout 
. her entire life she listened to God 

and allowed herself to be filled with the Spirit of God, 
the Holy Spirit who is the source of all created beauty. 
She thus became the Temple of the Holy Spirit, the docile 
creature who allowed herself to be filled,led and set afire 
by the love that comes from God in order to pour it out 
on all mankind. The love of God,when receivedbyher,widens 
the interests of her heart until it embraces the infinite 
concerns of God. The love of God Iives in her and leads her 
to seek the will of God and to love what God loves: his hu 
man creations. 

And because Mary welcomed the Holy Spirit in her heart, 
because she fet herself be invaded and set afire by Him, 
God was able to enter human history personally in order to 
di vinize it. Thanks to Mary then, our history took on an 
importance of infinite and eternal dimensions. 

Fo1!. .the Son: She is the beloved Mother. From the moment of 
her "yes If to God and of the Incarnation, for 

nine months, the Son of God developecl. inside her. The Son 
of God grew in her and this growth continued afterwards, day 
after day, for Jesus's entire life. 

Each day that Jesus Iived under the care of Ma,ry and Qf 
Joseph continued the incarnation of, God, the m~etlng place 
of God's eternity with the temporall. ty of ,the lnfan t Jesus. 
Each day Iived by Jesus was a day of humanl tyassumed by God 
and divini ze d. 

As with all parents,Mary and Joseph,filled with atten 
tion and admiration,watched the progress of their son, and 
in this daily life close td him,they gave themselves to the 
contemplation of God in their present lives. They could 
live the present moment as a sacrament, a sign and instru­
ment of the union with God and of humanity with each other. 

Mary was the mother who fed her Son and who taught him 
everything. She gave him all his human genes, all his phy­
sical traits and his religious and cultural heritage. She 
formed him in the exclusive love of the. heavenly Father. 
She was the one who gave him the constant example of listen 
ing and'doing the will of God. 
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In this way, when Jesus was told, "Bte,ued i4 :the womb 
:tha.:t ca.lLJUed you a.nd :tha blLea.4:t.(; :tha.:t 'ded you" he responded 
immediately by saying, "Ra.:thelL bte44ed Me :they who hea.lL 
:the WQJld ad God a.nd dottow i:t". To this enthusiastic tribute 
to his mother, he added an even greater tribut!'l: Andwhen 
on another occasion,someone told the Lord that"YCtUlLmo:thelL 
a.nd YOUlL cou..(;in.o Q,Ae tooking dOlL you.". he answered back, 
"Who i4 my mo:thelL a.nd who a.lLe my cou..oin.6?The one who hea.lL.6 
:the wOAd 06 God a.nd 6utditl.6 i:t. :tha.:t i4 my blLo:thelL a.nd my
.6i6:teA a.nd my mo:thelL". 

Mary was the Mother of Jesus in the fullest and most 
complete sense of the word for this very reason:she listen 
ed, she believed and she surrendered herself. As Jesus him 
self points out, sne is our model in the search for OUT 
vocation and in the accomplishment of our mission. 

Mary is the mother who was always with her Son and who 
was faithful to him to the foot of the Cross, when courage 
was most needed. She is the generous mother who accepts to 
surrender him for the salvation of all men and leads men to 
Him. 

Mary's intimate relation with the Trinity and the 
triumph of God in her which we celebrate with the feast of 
the Assumption are the fruit of the special favor to which 
she responded with a profound "Yes" to her vocation day by 
day. Thus God could open her to thE) great mis'sion .of surrend 
ing us to His Son, to "God-wi th-us". 

V. FaA :the ChuAch. who i6 MltJ(y? 

With the help of the Holy Spirit. the Church, through 
out the centuries, has continued to deepen the diverse 
aspects of its faith in Mary. Little by Ii ttle the image
of Mary has thus become clearer and more precise, She has 
been called the Mother of God, the Mediatrix of all graces,
the Ark of the Covenant, Virgin and Mother. We profess our 
faith that she was taken to heaven body and soul, that she 
was conceived without sin, that she is the Prototype of 
.the Church,and many other marvelous things.The most recent 
title is that given to her by the Second Vatican Council, 
that of Mother'of the Church. 

I would now like to discuss briefly Mary as Prototype 
and Mother of the Church in relation to her vocation and 
her mission. 

Wi th Marya cosmic movement of incarnation began that 
will not be complete until God is all in all (1 Cor.lS :28).
And the Church,our Church,is charged with the continuation 
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of this mission: allowing the incarnation of Christ, the 
"Christification" of each one of us ,of the world and of the 
universe, to continue. 

The Church. moved and sustained as it is by the Holy 
Spirit given by the Father through Christ's death and resur 
rection, (and,wi thin the Church ,our CLC) ,has the same mission 
that was begun by Mary: allowing Christ to incarnate himself 
in our Iives through the action of the Holy Spirit ,so that 
Christ might grow, so that Christ can be made manifest, so 
that he can develop and be the source of our well-being here 
and now. It is in this way that we will build the world,so 
that we can collaborate in his creation and in his fullness. 
It is in this way that we will become important people ,leav 
ing our mark, living for eternity and fulfilling our mission:= 

Through the Holy Spirit ,Mary met God in herself and let 
him grow within her.Later on she encountered Him and cared 
for him in a c;:hild, in her child. She accompanied him as a 
successful man, when crowds followed him. Lastly. on the 
cross ,abandoned and dying,she suffered with Him.She accept 
ed to abandon Him t.O death for the sake of men and women by 
following the will of the Father. Her "yes" a.t the Annun­
ciation is crowned by her "yes" at the foot of the Cross. 
With Jesus, she surrendered herself and loved those for 
whom her Son dies on the cross. Such is the vocation and 
the mission of the Church in following the path traced by 
Mary. 

Our vocation and mission as Christians marked by the 
sign of Christ in our baptism, is the same as that of our 
Mother, finding the God who wants to incarnate Himself and 
live in us, letting Him grow in us and letting him be the 
center of our lives. Doing this ,we must also go out of our 
selves, seeking Him in the people for whom he has given 
his life, in the poor and the small ones, and also in the 
rich and in the successful. He came to redeem all,but.like 
Mary, we must help him and accompany him, especially when 
we see him in the weak, the small ones, the forgotten and the 
abandoned. 

We are the Church; our CLC's are the small cells of 
the Church. We must learn from Mary how to find God in our 
daily lives, how to consecrate ourselves to his service, 
nourishing him so that He can grow and save our world. From 
Mary we learn that the present moment is the moment of our 
fidelitY,that our daily lives are the place where we respond 
to God and discern His will for us. The present moment is 
the "sacrament of our encounter with God".It is the privileg 
ed place where time and eternity are one. It is the place 
of the incarnation of God ih us and in our world until the 
end of time. . 
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Forever united wi th her resurrected and glorified Son, 
Mary's motherhood extends tcidayinto the Body of Her Son 
which is the Church. This is precisely what Vatican II af­
firmed in proclaiming her "Mo.ther of the Church" (L.G.53). 

Just as she was always with her divine Son while he 
lived on earth,so too after his death and r.esurrection Mary 
continued to accompany his apostles. While he was dying on 
the cross ,Jesus ,moved by the Holy Spirit,confided the care 
of his Mother to the Church in the person of John: "Behold 
you./!. Mo:the/t" .And also in the same Saint John ,he confided to 
her the care of the new born Church: "Behold .you./!. .6 on" . From 
that moment,an indestructible relationship was created bet 
ween the Church and Mary. The Church loves, respects and bless 
es ~ary. It honors her as the Mother of its Head and, therefore-;­
as the Mother of the whole Body of Christ which is the 
Church. As a true Mother, ~1:ary accompanied the Church from 
the fi rs t moment of its inception in the course of her Son.' s 
life. She remained with the Church through his death and 
resurrection. She sustained the apostles when. they were 
frightened and helped them in their prayers for the com­
ing of the Holy Spirit before Pentecost. In its early days, 
the Church gathered around Mary and prayed and meditated 
on the words and promises of Jesus ,which no one could unde!. 
stand them better than his Mother. She who had taught the 
infant Jesus his first prayers now taught the infant Church 
its first stammerings in imploring the Holy Spirit. Together
with Mary, the apostles prayed to the Father to give them 
the Spirit of the Resurrected so that he could teach them, 
from the very depths of their hearts, to listen to God in 
Jesus and to understand his words. They asked for the Holy
Spirit to strengthen and confirm them in their mission, to 
give to the world the good news of salvation. 

Mary, the woman who knows how to listen and to feel the 
call of God in her heart, the woman who consecrated her li fe 
to the mission of surrendering us to Christ,is the one who 
teaches the Church these profound attitudes of her heart, 
who intercedes for us so that the Spirit might engrave them 
in the Church. 

This work of Mary in the beginning of the Church is 
the same one she pursues today, now that she is with the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. D.lring her earthly
life, she made her own the concerns of the Father and of 
the Son for the salvation of men and women and she worked 
in collaboration for this salvation. Now with them in 
heaven, her maternal heart, extended to infinity by the 
divine love lived without veil, continues to turn towards 
the Body of Chris t, the Church, and wi thin her, towards 
those who are the object of the divine love and care of 
her Father and her Son. 
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Serving the Father and the Son in men and women today 
Mary has a limi tless power, for she is ever more filled and 
inflamed by the love of the Holy Spirit. Filled with the 
Holy Spirit, the soul of the Church, Mary is working 
untiringly for the salvation of the world. Through the 
Church, the mystical body of her Son, she cooperates in 
the work of leading the world to its fullness as never be­
fore ,leading the world to attain the full breath of Christ. 

She ,who is the master of attentive and active silence. 
is the beloved mother who wants to and can teach us to listen 
to her Son. She, in whom the Holy Spi rit coul d work wonders, 
can intercede for us so that the Spirit may touch the depths 
of our hearts and thus lead us to commit ourselves to His 
mission from day to day,so that we can be the new "Christ" 
which the world needs so badly today. 

Josefina ERRAZURIZ 
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MEETING OF PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR THE LAITY 

(Villa Cava11etti, 4-6 June 1982) 

Two months ago (in March 1982) His Eminence Cardinal 
Rossi, president of the Pontifical Council for the Laity, 
sent an invitation to different lay movements for a week­
end meeting to reflect, share and discuss on the theme of 
the next Synod of Bishops which will be held in 1983: 
"Reconciliation and Penance in the mission of the Church". 
The aim of these days, . in his words, was "to help us to 
rediscover the truths which,in our days ,we tend to forget: 
the reality about man/woman and about God in the light of 
the reconciliation God is offering us;the real presence of 
evil and of sin in the world; the relationship between 
personal conversion and christian commitment in the world; 
rediscovery of the value of the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
as a means to support us on our journey' towards God". 
Furthermore, it is the hope of the Council that this week­
end "will offer us the occasion to go deeper into the 
thinking of the Church on 'conversion' and' reconciliation' , 
that it will contribute to the renewal of our hearts and 
the enrichment of the life of the movements/organizations 
present and allow each one of them to deepen its ecc1esia1 
identity" . 

And so from June 4-6, about 70 persons representing 
39 movements and organizations responded to the invitation 
and met at Villa Cavalletti. After the short welcome speech 
of Cardinal Rossi, Msgr. Cordes, vice-president of the 
Council, reiterated the purpose of the meeting. 

The program started with an introductory talk by Msgr. 
Tomko, chairman of the Secretariat of the Synod in charge 
of the preparations. Msgr. Tomko briefly explains the 
concept of "conversion/penance, evil/sin, good/bad,forgive 
nes ... " present in various cultures and religions of Asia~ 
Africa and Oceania where three quarters of humanity lives. 
He went on further to say that in our western civilization, 
"today's style of life is one that',is opposed to sobreity, 
to simplicity, to a spirit of penance, to sacrifice and to 
the beatitude of the poor in spirit". And it is within this 
reality that we as christians are to transmit the message 
of reconciliation and penance: "the message. of Christ that 
gives value, deepens, corrects and completes the elements 
of other cultures and religions; (the message of) reconci­
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liation as the expression of the love of God who is 'rich 
in mercy', who invi tes and provokes love among men •.• " 
Msgr. Tomko ended his talk by giving us a synthesis of the 
pre-synodal consurtative document called "Lineamenta" (Out
line). ­

This was followed the next morning by a period of 
listening to the interventions (8 minutes for each one:)
of the different movements and organizations on this topic 
and an afternoon of small group discussions. The day ended 
wi th a "soiree", an evening of music and entertainment. On 
Sunday morning, Msgr. Cordes gave a talk on "Repentance 
and the Sacrament of Penance".This was followed by another 
period of more interventions for the sake of those who had 
not had the chance to express themselves the previous day. 
The morning session closed with the celebration of the 
Eucharist. On Sunday afternoon we had a plenary session 
for summary reports of the small groups and further exchanges 
among the participants. The program ended with a brief, 
informal audience with His Holiness at St. Peter. 

The program leaves much to be desired. I have to re­
cognize that time was very limi ted for 70 persons to be able 
to interact more profoundly.But, the week-end did open up 
for me a sense of being and feeling wi th the Church in this 
period of preparation for the Synod on a theme which touches 
each one of us at the root of our existence:reconciliation 
of man and woman with him/herself, reconciliation of man 
and woman with God, reconciliation among men and women.And 
I thank the Council for the Laity for having organized this 
week-end. 

I am glad to be given this occasion to write about the 
week-end and I hope that thes·e few pages can serve as a 
springboard for all our CLC groups to be involved in this 
work of the Synod. I can see clearly that the theme : 
"Reconciliation and Penance in the mission of the Church" 
should be well integrated into our formation~ At the time 
of this writing, the world situation is so precarious: Le­
banon, Afghanistan, Iran-Iraq, Poland,the Malvinas Islands 
or Falklands, the countless deaths and victims of torture 
in the prisons in the Philippines, in Latin America, ter­
rorism... How much men and women thirst for this message 
of reconciliation,how much we long for peace,for justice .. 

Concretely, I would suggest that we make use of some 
of our regular meetings to reflect and share on the theme 
and to discern how we can involve ourselves in this mission 
of the Church in our world today. To begin with: 
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1. 	Reflection and Sharing on the need for Conversion and 
Reconciliation: 
- the truth about (wo)man: he/she is a Son/Daughter of 

God and a sinner 
- the 	truth about God: he is love, mercy and justice 

to help us in our reflections we can find a lot of 
material in the First Week of the Exercises, in ScriE 
ture, especially the Gospels (Joel 2: 13; the ministry
of John the Baptist - Mt.3;Christ at the beginning of 
his public life - Mk 1:14-15 •.• ) 
a) 	Where and what are the areas (in the city where we 

live. in our profession. our family ••• ) where we 
see an urgent need for reconciliation? 

b) 	To what extent do we feel we are responsible for 
"structural sins" (inequality.racism.arms race •• )? 

2. 	Penitential Rites/Services (one suggestion can be found 
in the article of Tom Monahan. "Prayer Service for Dis­
armament", Progressio, May 1982) 

3. 	 a) What is my personal response, the respon~e of my CLC 
group to this call and to this mission of the Church? 

b) 	Do we see the possibIlity of collaborating with other 
movements and organizations directly 'involved in this 
problem? Possibility of collaboration and dialogue
with local pastors in the preparation of. the Synod? 

Msgr.Tomko,at the end of this introductory talk ,inform 
ed us: "The Holy Father then asked for prayers 'so that 
the work of the Synod of Bishops should be inscribed with 
wide resonance in the Church and would lead us to the true 
depth of the divine life that is in man I." And so I would 
like to end with the same note, urging all of us to pray for 
the Synod, to pray so that hearts and minds may be changed
in order that the Kingdom of love, justice and peace may
reign. 

Cora SIM 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OF CHILDREN AND THE CLC 
=========================================== 

(A 	 letter from Stefan VANISTENDAEL) 

Dear Pat, Tobie, Werner, 

This letter comes from Stefan Vanistendael, the one 
CLC member in Geneva, and is written to Pat O'Sullivan, To 
bie Zakia and Werner Brunner, the latter being responsible 
for the start of the CLC in Switzerland. I am writing this 
letter both as a member of the CLC and as the Assistant to 
the Secretary General of the International Catholic Child 
Bureau (ICCB). I hope this letter does not come too late 
for the upcoming CLC World Assembly which I shall not be 
attending. Perhaps a few of you could already discuss it 
there. 

For many members of "the ICCB religious education is G 

priority, but that does not mean that it is always easy. 
Certainly a lot has been done for the religious education 
of children over the last few years. However, I think much 
could be done by spiritual movements, such as the CLC, 
because: 

a) 	 they concentrate on spirituality, i.e., the building up
of a lively unity between faith and life, so that life 
has its roots in faith and faith in life. 

b) 	 they have a contact with many families, children and 
youth which should give them some practical down-to­
~arth experience in religious education, particularly
1n the informal aspect of it (compared to religious
classes in school). 

c) 	 they are often lay movements, and there is a big need 
for the development of a really thoroush lay spiritual­
ity, as quantitatively most people 1n the Church are 
lay people, but at the same time the great spiritual 
traditions in the Church seem to concentrate on monks, 
priests, nuns or at least unmarried people,and even the 
list of official saints of the Church hardly contains 
any lay persons; in spite of all the lip-service to and 
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by the laity,it is very difficult to develop a thorough 
lay spirituality because even lay people often have a 
tendency to fall back on more-or-Iess adapted schemes 
for religious orders and not to draw enough on the exp~ 
rience of married couples, families and children as 
elements of a way leading to God. 

d) 	 they have experience with a specific way of "following
Christ" and from this specific experience they may con­
tribute to religious education. 

I also think that particularly the CLC, as a lay move 
ment of Ignatian spirituality. can contribute a lot here-;­
because of some of the characteristics of the Ignatian spir
ituality, such as its flexibility, its almostempirical:"ex 
perimental character, its dealing wi th persons living "in 
the world", and the fact that it was not conceLved for a 
religious order: Ignatius started developing his exercises 
before he thought of the Jesuits, although - with all due 
respect to the Jesuits - his spirituality was later.unfort 
unately,often identified wi th the Jesui ts which is, I think-;­
a sad and unnecessary restriction. 

I can see a double contribution for the CLC to make: 

a) 	 collect simple factual experience within the CLC on re­
ligious life and religious education in families, par­
ticularly with children, and circulate this information 
within and beyond CLC(ICCB channels could be envisaged). 

b) 	 find ways to extend Ignatian spi ri tuality to children. 

The first proposed contribution would, so to speak,
collect a series of "building bricks" of spiritual life,as 
it has been worked out and used in family,life, 1 am think 
ing of parents and children in CLC fa~ilies talking about 
their lives and experiences in simple language, and' bring­
ing these stories together in a kind of brochure which 
could be distr:i,buted in different languages. The aim is to 
draw on real-If;fe experience instead of proposing this more­
or-less "ex cathedra". Such a brochure should bear witness 
to what living a Christian family life means in practice,
with successes and failures, joy and tears, and perhaps
coloured by the Ignatian way, without falling into the (I
think widespread) trap of using a kind of soft and vague 
religious language which does not really mean,much, and 
needlessly covers reality with a kind of "religious fog".
As an example 1 am sending you a photocopy of a text which 
the ICCB published recently in its news bulletin L'Enfance 
dans Ie monde and which was actually the translatlon of a 
text from the Flemish CLC bulletin. Do not hesitate to give 
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me all your criticisms. Perhaps you will even find the 
whole effort superfluous. 

The second proposal may sound rather strange, as 
Ignatius is often identified with 30-day retreats, harsh 
ascetism, tremendous will-power, military discipline and 
other things far removed from the child's world. However, 
I think that Ignatius is much nicer and warmer than many
people believe, in spite of the horrifying language he 
uses in his exercises! For this second proposal I am think 
ing of a study, probably done by a working group including
CLC parents, which would see how elements of Ignatian spir
ituality can be used in religious and other education for 
children. It is true, of course, that you do not give a 30 
day retreat to a 6-month-old baby, and maybe even Ignatius
himself would· never have thought of extending his spiri tual 
ity to children. Yet I think that even at first glance 
there are many elements in Ignatian spirituality which are 
most useful even in the religious life of children. Various 
examples: 

1. 	In general the respect of Ignatius for the person and 
God (see e.g., paragraph 15 of the exercises: "The spir
itual director should not push persons in one or another 
direction", or paragraph 18: "take into account age and 
the natural abilities of the person"). This is very 
close to the view that a person should get through to 
the real depths of him/herself, where he/she discovers 
him/herself and, thus, can really develop relationships
with others and with God. This is true for all life, 
from its start right through to death. 

2. 	The importance of the whole person, not the least in 
prayer. Ignatius insists in the use of the full human 
potential (intelligence, heart, will, body) in prayer.
That sounds very "modern" and may be appealing, partic­
ularly to children. 

3. 	 In a world (at least a Western world) where people
(pupils included) are weighed down by huge amounts of 
information, it is rather refreshing to hear Ignatius 
say : "It is not an abundance of knowledge that fills 
and satisfies the soul but rather an interior understand 
ing and savouring of things" (Exercises, paragraph 2).­

4. 	At an even deeper level there is a whole concept of man 
and creation behind the exercises which could be very
useful as background material for education:the dynamic 
ideal· of serving God "more" (instead of the static ideal 
of serving God "much", which crushes people or leads to 
self-complacency), a positive attitude towards life and 
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creation, the need for discernment which seems parti­
cularly interesting in a rather unstable world, etc. 

A few of these elements are probably used already in 
religious and other education, a few are not.I just wonder 
if the full potential of Ignatian spirituality has been used 
already and if we are not reserving Ignatius too much for 
adults. Please tell me if you think I am silly. I can only
hope, then,.that I belong to the "saint fools": But if you
think it could be useful to extend Ignatian spirituality
(or parts of it) along these lines, it might be worth organis
ing a kind of brainstorming session with a few people. Unfor= 
tunately I have to admit that my own direct experience with 
children is fairly limited, and that this letter is rather 
a "private initiative", so that I do not know yet to what 
extent the ICCB would be willing to embark on such a pro­
ject.If there is a chance to promote a "child spirituality"
through a brainstorming session,I do not see why ICCB would 
Tefuse to organise it a~ a joint initiative with CLC. 

I am looking forward to your reactions. 

With-kindest regards. 

Stefan V~~ISTENDAEL 
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THE SOUTHERN CROSS IS RISING 

Can one leave the Secretariate for a whole month,just 
four months before the General Assembly? WOUldn't it be 
better to report on the trip at a later date? In spite of 
these questions, a number of factors on the CLC .scene in 
Australia convinced us more and more of the importance of 
having a meeting at this time for guides, in Sydney. The 
time seemed propituous; the decision was taken. 
Ap~l 29: It is seven o'clock, and the SecrQtariat staff 
is around the Eucharist. Cora accompanies us to the car 
waiting to take us to the airport. She is the one who is 
going to follow with a vigilant eye the preparation for 
Providence ,and is going to cope with the unexpected details 
that pop us. Father Paulussen is there; he postponed ac­
companying a group of new retreatants during the month of 
June, so that he could be entirely at the disposition of 
the Secretariat, if there were need. Jose Antonio rang up 
to say good-bye - later the same morning he would be off on 
a trip himself. The last impressions before the flight are 
encouraging. 
Ap~il 30: We arrive in Hong Kong. Joseph and Father Ted 
Collins are there to pick us up .Here it is already morning! 
However we have a few hours to take a rest before Sean 
arrives, who is finishing his courses at the seminary. At 
the end of the day we have a warm and friendly get together
with the group who were participants at the Asian meeting 
of last August. Eadaoin, Olivia and others are. there and 
the conversation picked up as if it only continued from the 
day before. 
Ms!!Ll: At 9 0' clock we begin with a meeting with the di rectors 
or-yDuth groups. Fifteen or so very outgoing young men and 
women present their groups. The exchange that follows moves 
around the key points of their presentations. I note that 
the majority of their questions deal with community, the 
means that foster it, the path it follows. Three of the 
group will be going to Malta'82. When one believes in som~. 
thing strongly enough, one can readily make sacrifices. 

At 11 a.m. ,we met with the ecclesiastical assistants. 
Here, after a quick view of CLC around the world, the ex­
change dealt with the Spiritual Exercises and in particular
with the Exercises in daily life. A good number of the 
adult CLC members in Hong Kong have either made or are in 
the process of making this experience. This is without 
doubt what has marked them with the seriousness and s impli
city that we noticed all during the weekend. ­
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At 4, we begin our meeting with a group of 25 young 
adults ,including several young couples.The majority worked 
this Saturday morning,but all arrived punctually for: "The 
CLC:an invitation to undertake a journey."Through successive 
steps ,we are going to uncover the stages of the journey that 
is proposed and understand the dynamic orientation that the 
Exercises give it. 

The reports given by the sub-groups are qui te interes t 
ing: they manifest the vitality of the members, but they
also reve al that the formation given in these groups in Hong 
Kong effectively combines the dynamic of a process with the 
assimilation of a content of faith.The contribution of the 
national assistant is certainly in evidence here. 
~: We finished the meeting around 6 0' clock. Whi,le Patrick 
met with a group of Jesuits, I passed the evening with the 
Evergreen group ,made up mostly by young couples, a quick tour 
of the ci ty, an animated conversation over our Chinese meal, 
before getting back with the family of Jennie and Joseph, who 
had received me with such warmth. 
May 3: The morning is free • Eadaoin , the young and dynamic 
president of CLC take me under her wing. We will have the 
chance to talk until we have to leave ,because ,she is taking
off a half day in order to accompany us to the airport. We 
leave Hong Kong profoundly happy with this short but very 
helpful meeting with the groups and their members. 
May 4: After a 13 hours flight we landed in Sydney.Noel met 
us at the airport. The meeting for the guides will take place 
on the outskirts of the city, at Riverview,a large college 
of 1100 students (of which Noel is the Rector) who will begin
their vacation in two days.While waiting for that,I stayed 
at the Novitiate and the nearby Spirituality Center. While 
driving me there, Noel brought me up to date on the latest 
numbers for the course; 58 participants, plus 12 retreat 
guides. One of the guides died only two days previous ly ,but 
he could be replaced at the last minute. The second course 
will have 20 participants, with 10 others wanting to part!
cipate by coming each morning and going home each evening. 

We arrived at the novitiate, which has 18 novices, 
among whom are a number of Vietnamese who arrived with the 
boatpeople. The same evening, at the request of the novice 
master, there is a good meeting with all the community ­
numerous questions, great interest and an atmosphere of 
great cordiality. 
May 7:. During the morning we left for Riverview. On our 
way-rnere I learned that during the night a fire broke out 
in the wing of the building that we were to occupy.A spark
from a vacuum cleaner set fire to a cleaning product, and 
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transformed one of the cleaning personnel into a flaming 
torch. He was immediately taken to hospital in a grave
condition, with 75\ burns on his body. Lord, have mercy 
on him. 

At four o'clock, we have a meeting of the retreat 
guides. There are 12 of us. The three priests from the 
Spirituality Center, who are among the 12, are able to 
bring to our daily meetings many insights from their own 
experience. 

At 8 p.m. the session began. Present were laypeople,
sisters from 8 different congregations, diocesan priests, 
Christian brothers, Jesuits. They came from 12 Australian 
cities, and also New Zealand and from Malaysia. Casually,
I asked one of the laypersons, "Where are you from?" and 
he answered, ",From Perth, on the West coast of Australia, 
2000 miles from here ." Being quite used to the metric system,
I did a quick conversion and realized that he meant 3300 
kms. I continued my reflections in silence--such a distance 
would be equivalent to my going from Rome to Teheran in 
order to attend a CLC conference~ If that realization 
gave give me an idea of the size of the country. it also 
spoke to me of the commitment of the participants. 

The plenary session began with a few words of welcome 
given by Father Greg O'Kelly, the headmaster of the Col­
lege. He told us of his joy at being able to place the 
college and its facilities at our disposal. As a matter 
of fact, he was available during the entire two weeks of 
our stay to show us the generosity and the hospitality 
of the Jesuits at Riverview. 

The general presentation of the session was followed 
by a few practical hints,and then the meeting broke up in­
to small groups. Each gUide received 4 or 5 retreatants 
whom he would help and with whom he would work during the 
course of the retreat. The silence of the night was reflect 
ed in the silence of the people present, as everyone then 
went to their room. 
May 8: The first day of retreat. A climate of contempla~ 
tion and prayer. Each one finds his own rhythm. At 7 p.m., 
a gathering of directors which always included some shared 
prayer and then a discussion on one of the aspects of the 
Spiritual Exercises. We have made a good beginning;already 
one can feel a great sense of unity and a common care to 
be docile instruments at the service of the Holy Spirit. 
~: Towards noon, on my way to the refectory, I came 
across Tim in the garden. He told me that Charles ,54 years
of age and,one of the directors, was taken by God in his 
sleep.We looked at each other briefly, then each one contin,~! 
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ed on his way,meditating on these recent events in silence. 
Later at table, I found myself opposite Noel. His morning 
had been even more burdened by the steps necessary after a 
sudden death, but his face was surprisingly calm. He too 
was reflecting on the succession of events and their effect, 
on this birth of the CLC for which he had worked so constantly 
for six years. The retreat continued, the silence grew
deeper. That evening the meeting of guides was a profound 
moment for a11 of us.John opened with the following prayer: 

Je~u¢, may all that ih you 6low in me. 
May YOUlL Body and Bleod be my Mod and my dlLink. 

, May YOUlL pauion and dectth be my htlLength and line. 
Je~u¢, with you by my hide enough hah been given.
May the ¢heltelL 1 ¢eek be the hhadow 06 YOUlL e~o¢¢. 
Let me not lLun 6lLom the love whieh you o66elL 
but hold me ha6e 6lLom the 60lLee¢ 06 evil 
on eaeh 06 my dying~ ¢hed YOUlL light and YOUlL love. 
Keep ealling to me until that day eome¢, 
when with YOUlL ¢aint¢, 1 may plLai¢e you 6olLevelL. 
Amen. 

These simple and sober words evoked the personality of 
Charles, who had just left us, and so against ,this back­
ground we began our meetings. 

There was no question of this being just another 
formation course, buoyed along by natural enthusiasm; this 
was quite a different experience altogether. 

Towards the end of the retreat, the guides decided to 
continue on the course. They wanted to know more about the 
CLC and they told us their desire to follow the second ses 
sion along wi th the participants. They wanted' to become a 
new sub-group themselves- as,part of the course. 
May 15: A morning liturgy ended the retreat. The rest of 
the morning was free for the participants, who would begin
the second part of the program that afternoon. But the 
previous evening, the participants of the second session 
had already arrived, most of them couples. So we began the 
morning with an introductory meeting for them. The two ses 
sions would run parallel. Before we began ,we wondered about 
the risk involved in running two courses simultaneously,
but after reflecting on it, we finally opted for this solu 
tion, which seemed the most appropriate - given the needs 
and the time available. It must be said that the way the 
guiding team (which was responsible for the two courses) 
worked together was the main reason why our risk succeeded. 
Noel Bradford was the anchor-man for the course for guides;
Peter L'Estrange (a participant in the Asia meeting last 
August) did the same for the initiation course;Patrick and 
I divided the work and moved from one course to the other. 
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At the end of each day, the four of us met to evaluate the 
day and to fix the program for the next day. These meetings 
never lasted more than an hour and so we were able to rej oin 
the participants in thei r own informal gatherings which the 
program had allowed for. 

From the second day,it was apparent that the two groups 
were growing in experience,with all that means in terms of 
"movements" on both the personal and community levels. The 
sub-groups became the places for these experiences, where 
people concretely experienced trying to take in from the 
talks and the syntheses. "This combination worked.With each 
passing day, the character of the sub-groups and of the 
plenary sessions was changing. From an interest in the CLC, 
we passed on to a deeper experience of a way of faith which 
integrates all of life; from there we rediscovered the 
responsibili ty involved in helping people grow on the personal 
and community level; and finally we came to the point of 
seeing the CLC's as one of the "paths of grace" in God's 
church. 

The evening of the third day,in spite of the differen 
ces involved in their separate courses,the two groups came 
together for a penitential rite. John Drury and Marnie Ken 
nedy, both from the Spirituality Center, were in charge oT 
the preparations. We are roughly a hundred gathered in the 
main conference room, hearing the Word of God proclaim His 
love and inviting us to conversion. John, through his sim­
ple but profound homily, helped us to confront the inte­
grity of our lives with this Word. We helped one another 
as we prayed together. About fifteen priests then moved to 
different places to receive the individual confessions and 
to give absolution. We ended the ceremony with a prayer of 
praise to the Lord. 

The fourth evening,we receive Archbishop Tang and the 
Jesuit Provincial. Archbishop Tang is the Archbishop of 
Canton in China. He was imprisoned for 22 years there, 7 
of them in solitary confinement. He celebrated mass and 
his homily recounted some of his experiences. Hearing him 
talk of these 22 years, deprived as he was of any Bible, 
of any books, without even a rosary, was to "feel" the 
grace of God manifest itself in the fidelity and the simpli 
city of this witness. It was to understand what is meant 
by the term "confessor of the faith". 

Ma~ 19: The last day. A common session for the two groups 
en ed the experience; several lay participants gave their 
personal witness;Father Tony Doherty,the diocesan director 
for the formation of the laity,spoke to us about the needs 
of the local Church, the initiatives in progress, and the 
hopes for contribution of the CLC.Noel gave us a brief run 
down on the present CLC situation, and future projects. A 
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realist, or rather a man of faith, he said "Everything is 
our of control". We ended with a Mass of thanksgiving, and 
it was during this Mass that Sr. Josephine Mitchell, in 
the name of all the participants and with great feeling,
thanked the Lord for each member of the guiding team.Everr 
thing comes from Him, everything belongs to Him. 

Conversation flowed at the evening dinner in an 
atmosphere of joy and of fraternity.After dinner,a little 
entertainment was improvised, with each one contributing. 
It was nearly 11 p.R•• by the time that I got back to the 
wing where the bedrooms were. Night had fallen ,all was si­
lent. I stopped, gazed at the dark blue sky above me - the 
Southern Cross had just-risen. 
Ma 20: At an early hour, we left for Melbourne. Sydney 
haafavored us with sunny autumnal weather. Here, more to 
the south, it was winter.We were going to spend three days
in prayer, reflection and in a deepening of the ~gnatian 
vocation, with a group of 12 scholastics. This fraternal 
experience was marked with a deep simplicity and seriousness. 
May 23: Patrick extended his stay in Melbourne. As for my­
self. I was expected in Adelaide. Maxine and Jim Hogan,
who had just taken part in the session for guides, had 
organized a gathering that evening for members of the CLC 
and other interested persons. The house was transformed in 
to a large meeting room. There were about thirty persons 
present, to whom were added five members of the g.roup from 
,Clare, a city about 130 kms away. The exchanges dealt 
primarily with specific details of the CLC. What does it 
offer, that is not already found in other movements? The 
best responses came from some of the participants who had 
been at Sydney and who were among these present. On more 
time, it was obvious that real experience supplants theor.!::. 
tical explanations. 
May 24: A strike kept me from going to Perth, but the day 
was spent profitably by following up some exchanges on 
question touching on formation,. and on discovering a way 
to live the CLC.Until I left,I enjoyed the warm hospitality
and friendship o:f Maxine and Jim. I also had the opportunity 
to see how thei,T firm commitment had been the starting
point for the ctc in this region~ This was all the more 
impressive ,for it included a total service to the diocesan 
Church'on Maxine's part and in the aboriginal milieu for Jim. 
May 26: A final call from Noel to say good-bye. We have 
gained much from knowing him better and from seeing how his 
patient and easy .manner had helped make this initial work 
flow so smoothly. and be so firmly based. Departure for 
Melbourne •. 
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May 27: Departure for Jakarta. 30 degrees in the sun, the 
pilot announced before landing. Here, it was summer,Josep~ 
us and Emmon were waiting for me. Paul would join us soon. 
We met in the evening, and discussed the difficulty among
the groups in Jakarta, which is the lack of assistance. To 
gether we see how to improve the situation in the immediate 
future. 
May 28: Five o'clock departure for Yogjakarta. Fadjar and 
several other young men were at the airport. We left for 
Kaliurang, about 50 kms away. There we found 26 leaders, 
men and womensouth and adults ,from the Island of Java who I
had come together the previous evening. Joh~ Subagyo, the f
national assistant,introduced the manner of Hving CLC.Work 
in small groups followed, where each one could face the si 
tuation of his or her group in the light of what he had just'
heard.At the end of the morning ,we had a short presentation 
of the current situation of CLC in the world. The sharing and 
the questions were very interesting. Thanks to the transla 
tions of John Vossen,as active as ever,and of Tantinwho is 
studying English, I could follow and participate in the ex 
changes, that naturally were in Javanese. That afternoon, 
Fadjar showed the growth of a CLC group with the aid of a 
diagram that he drew on the black board. Everyone recogniz 
ed themselves on the level of the pre-community and the 
questions dealt with the passage of a group to the level of 
initiation. Things were clearly stated, and decision to be, 
made will be based on the real situation. 
Marl 29: At 6: 30 ,we go to the chapel for prayer.After break 
fast, Triweko draws conclusions from the work of the previous 
evening and invite the participants to regroup according 
to city. (There were six cities represented). This allows 
them to study what they will do from thei r local perspectives.
During this time, the members present from the Formation Com 
mission meet and together we work out a program for a session 
for guides which the national federation of Indonesia is 
going to organize next September. The Eucharistic celebration, 
followed by dinner, ends the session. Return to Yogjakarta. 

At five p.m., we hold a meeting with the directors of 
students groups.Yogjakarta is a university center and there 
are currently 24 CLC groups with a total of 250 students" in 
addition to a group of couples who are older.We begin with 
a Eucharist followed by an excellent exchange. Practically 
everybody is in the middle of exams but nevertheless they 
want to spend the evening sharing their experiences and in 
being informed about the larger context of the CLC. Tireless 
and full of energy, Fadjar starts the questions. We found 
the same concern: the conviction of having gone a certain 
distance ,and the necessity of continuing on the next level. 
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The strong points are seen, b).lt everyone also knows how to 
recognize their limitations. This is dialogue in a spirit 
of great honesty and frankness,with the desire for further 
progress. There are young 1aypeop1e who are willing to 
assume their responsibilities arid they express their hopes 
in terms of service. 

May 30: Pentecost.At 6 a.m.,1 go to the neighboring parish 
church. A solemn Mass, the church filled to the brink, 
everyone goes to communion. The day is free for me. With 
Fadjar, Bunadi, and Tantin we go to visit an exhibition of 
paintings, a few artisan centers, and a Hindu temple. The 
day is relaxed and very pleasant. 

At the end of the day, I have a long conversation 
with John Subagyo, who since 1978 . (when he participated 
in the first session for guides in Rome) has initiated a 
certain number of moves, with persiste.nce and good judgment, 
to promote the CLC in his country. 
Ma 31: I have to catch a plane in the afternoon for Rome 
ana I finish my visi t by spending the morning with nothing 
in particular planned. Towards 9 a.m.Lipra arrives;short1y 
after it was Fadjar's turn, then Henry, Kanty and finally 
Bunadi. The whole team was there and up to the last minute, 
we continue our exchanges. They speak in detail of the in­
quiries they have made into the existing groups to discover 
their real needs, of the results and the responses to be 
made, and so on. It is with regret that I go through the 
forma1i ties of boarding the plane: the meeting together has 
been so envigorating, and so enriching. 

On the plane which is taking me back to Rome, a song 
keeps going round and round in my head - eventually I 
recognise it: 

"Ca.U,ed to 60Jtm one Body in one SpiJtit, 
we 6in9 and we pJtoeiaim : 
theJte i6 one LoJtd, theJte i6 one 6aith, theJte i6 one 
bapti6m, 
one God who i6 FatheJt". 

Jose GSELL 
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