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January‘lst., 1981

The beginning of a new year is a special time for read
ing - in the 11ght of grace - the work of God in the world,
in the Church, in our Community and in the lives ofeachone
of us. We read the Lord's action, to meditate on it,to iden
tify with it and to serve whole-heartedly.

In our last assemblies, we have recognised certain ap
peals throughout our world which have become priorities for
our mission. Then we have dispersed to witness, in our liv-
ing situation, to Him who sends us. Our witness lies in our
personal life, and in our community life which mirrors the
Gospel through a comnstant concern for justice and the digni
ty of all men, and through our participating, as apostles,
in the building up of the world.

For the fruits which have appeared, 1let us .thank the
Lord; for our negligences and weaknesses, let us begpardon;
and for the new time ahead, let us learn from Mary and re-
peat with her: "Behold the -handmaid of the Lord, be it done
unto me according to your word".

My fervent wishes for 1981 go to each one of the mem-
bers of our world Community,and to their local,regional and
national communities. May all of us continue falthfully “in
our Ignatian way so that being free to love, we may partici
pate humbly and joyfully in the mission of the Church. And
finally, through our mutual support and missionary zeal,may
our Community experience the fullness of Cod giving Himself
to us all.

Tobie ZAKIA
President



LETTER TO OUR CHILDREN
by Maryanne ROUSE*

Dear Tom and TraCy,

. I agreed to write anarticle that would witness to the
impact that Christian Life Community has on Dad's and my
life as a COugle.Not long into my reflection on the topic,
I realized that any such story would have to include the
impact CLC hass on us as a qudrtet. That is where the two
of you come in.Finally,I decided to write this as a letter
to you. It is good news, and I'm happy to take this chance
to share it with you in this way.

My preparation for this began with a conversation with
your Dad; the major content of what follows came from that
conversation. Next I requested your input. I was anxious
when I asked you, "What effect do you think CLC has on our
lives?" Tom, you said, "I really don’'t kmow", Then after
a pause, "mo, I really can’t think of any."”  Tracy,’ you
answered quite quickly, “I think it's boring (your general
all-purpose word), and besides they make too much noise
when they're here for meetings and I'm trying to get to
sleep. And it takes you away from me too much!™

My anxiety, it seems was well founded. For you, Tom,
no felt difference (at least at the moment I asked you).
For you, Tracy, verbal confirmation that you do not appre-
ciate CLC's taking us "away" from home four evenings a
month, several weekends a year, and an entire week every
other year. What if you also understood that the money we
use for CLC activities significantly diminishes the amount
available for such things as a second car, frequent vaca-
tions, expensive toys, etc. Not only that, hut the values
that we have developed, largely through CLC,have caused us
to look mnegatively at spending money for such as these,
even if we had it, Qur "open door" policy to pilgrims from
a#ll parts of the world has meant less privacy for you at
‘times, and a general need to be open and flexible about
family space. ' '

... .CLC has led us to valpgﬂppportunitiesripr you to expe
rience as naturally as possible people right here in Omaha
who have obvious differences from us-differences of color,

educational background, economic status, religiocus.prefer-
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ence. That has resulted in your being in the public school
here. It also means a continuous struggle to make a good
or better situation out of once-a-week ‘religious educa-
tion".  This, as you know all too well, is no small source
of conflict between us.

"Why, then,do we subject all of us to CLC when it has
visited so many problems on us?” you could well be asking,
or "When do we get to the 'good news® part?"” It's coming,
but first a few questions of my own:Why do you continue to
breathe when the air at times makes you sneeze? Why are
you grateful for eyes when they see not only beauty but
ugliness as well? Why does medicine that does good, taste
so bad? Your answers to these last questions relate direct
1y to my answers to the first two, ' -

CLC has been our way .of 1life for so long there really
is little doubt that we have been called to this movement,
As T understand yocation, God's call, who we are can be
more easily developed in CLC.than anywhere else. In CLC,
we experience the best "ground"™ for our growth; we belong
here. Dad and T are who we are today in many, many ways as
a result of our CLC vision, ‘formation, activitg - all of
which began nearly 25 years ago, over ten years before you
were born, Therefore, on our good days together, you can
give credit to CLC,  In the middle of a fight,you may wish
to blame it.

Betause CLC is such a basic source of our growth and
development, even though it does take time that we other-
wise might be spending with you, I believe that we are en-
abled to give amuch more quality presence when we are here
than we could if CLC were not part of our lives. I hope
that as you grow older, you will come to appreciate this.

As to the effects that you canmeasure more easily and
more positively, I would mention our friends.CLC has given
us opportunities to encounter marvellous people from all
parts of the world, as you know.You have been able to meet
many of them, too. I recall vyour Dominican ‘'brother"”,
Guillermo, who '"'adopted' us after one summer and continues
to be a part of our lives though that was seven vears ago,

There were briefer visits of Gerald from Australia,Ed from
Japan, Mary Grant from Ireland, and so on. Add to that our

United States CLC friends who visit here often and are too
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numerous to list in this letter. In our own city, CLC has
affected our choice of friends,which of course has made an
impact on you. Having close relationships with people of
similar values and struggles becomeg increasingly important
to all of us. I expect that we will feel this more drama-
tically (and gratefully as our efforts at pairing down our
lifestyle makes us more countercultural - and potentially
lonely )

Our CLC communities have members from all the various
~vocations: married, single, religious, «clerical, and lay. .
Our deep- sharings have given us first-hand knowledge and
experiences of the similarities and the differences in
lifestyles. We've also acquired a deeper conviction about
ours for us and an appreciation of the others. For us who
have few relatives nearby,CLC has provided a large extended

family of aunts, uncles, and cousins for you.

In all of this, CLC has encouraged a broadened pers-
pective of life and people that greets difference not as
threat but as promise and new experience not as peril but
as adventure.

CLC had led us to some courses of action that have
brought you experiences that are a bit unusual for people
your age {As 1 write this, Tom, vyou are 12 and Tracy, you
are 11.,). One major decision was Dad's entering political
life, first as a school board member and three years ago
as a City Council member.Because of that, you are seasoned
campaigners and government issues are often found smack
right in the center of our dinner table! You attend Coun-
cil meetings as "insiders', so to speak. You pay attention
to the Council decisions, know1ng that unpopular ones will
relate to your ability to use our phone. Angry citizens
call frequently! Our recent trip to Washington,DC, the US
capital,had added meaning for you because of your familiar
ity with local government.

You both know that I returned home from Rome '78, the
six-week CLC formation course that I attended,with several
resolutions. Two I will mention here. First was my deci-
sion to study Spanish. This came from my feeling excessive
ly impoverished and uncomfortably arrogant there, because
I was unable to speak with anyone in anything but English.
At the same time,my fellow course mates were struggling to
talk to me. For most of them English was a third or fourth
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language.While I've only just begun, I imagine some effect
as Spanish beccomes (hopefully) a "second" language in our
home. '

Second was my need to structure into my life some on-
going encounter with people who are physically oppressed
and poor. Reasons for this that I have already discussed
with you include my desire to become -more sensitive to
poverty. I also wish to identify myself more as a citizen
of the world. Being with my friends in Rome, many of them
from very poor countries,was a terrific beginning for this,
My hope is that in knowing real people with names and faces
who are oppressed by the structures of our society, I will
be more attuned to those that I myself support and more
compelled to attack them. It took me nearly two years, but
as you know,I've recently begun to tutor in the jail here.
Already your questions and interest in this weekly activity
of mine forecast that this will indeed have an effect on
you, too.

Because CLC is such a pervasive reality in our lives,
it is impossible to identify all elements of the difference
it makes. I've tried here to highlight some of the most
obvious. In doing this, I do not intend to imply that I
believe CLC is the only way of life that fosters growth or
challenges openness, etc. I do intend to state that your
father and I have chosen it as our vecation and our witness
to it is simply our lives. As our children,how we live most
radically affects the two of you. That is why I decided to
address this, our written witness, to you.

Our loving Father has blessed Dad and me with many
gifts of love: each other; You, Tom; you,'Tracy; and CLC
are the very most significant! And I believe that to be
very Good News indeed:
‘ ‘ Joy, peace, and leve,

Mom and Dad

* Maryanne ROUSE, CLC memben, was efected this year pre-
sident of the Omaha Leadership community.Hen big acti
vities outside of CLC are the League 0f Women Votens
lhostesses for the contrnovernsial Presidential debates
duning this US campaign) and the Omaha Catholic Scedlal

Senvices Boand (Like Catholdic Chardties). She has afso
begun the ministry of netreat gudidance and spinitual
direction.
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TO BE ELEGANT*...BUT HOW?

Once there was an Eskimo who lived happily in the im-
mense, icy wastes of the Arctic circle. It happened that he
was invited for a two-day visit to a large, modern town.
This was a terrible and most painful experience for him:he
could not understand anything about the town and he did
not enjoy himself at all.

What scandalised him especially was the way people
lived, so crowded together; there were no wide open spaces
for them, as there were for him, to hunt in. When they
spoke, it was almost impossible for him to listen to them
as their language was harsh and indecipherable.Their music
(was it really music?) was quite unpredictable:it recalled
nothing of the howling of the reckless wind, nor of the
baying of the hungry wolves, mnor any of the mysterious
sounds from his frozen north land. As for their clothes
(how strange they were!) - the people seemed awkward in
them and their movements were such a contrast with the
graceful style of the polar bear or the delicate poise of
the seal.The smells of the place were strange and disagree
able and it was so hot that it was almost impossible to
breathe! Moreover, the people were so stupid and so badly
brought wup that they seemed hardly human. Their ways of
acting, of eating, of moving, of greeting one another jar-
red on his sensitivity and sense of harmony.

Ah, he thought (the poor man!) what sort of a world
is this these people live in where it is so unfriendly and
so hot!Doubtless for him their manners were most disagree-
able; perhaps they were lacking in humanity, elegance and
character.But in any case, nothing could have been further

* (The English word "elegant' hardly captures the nuances
of the word as it is used in the Romance languages(e.g.
Spanish or French) "Compelling"” gets rather close,
but then if you want to slip into the noun, you end up
with "Compulsion", which will never do for "elegance'.
Any suggestions? - "Groovey' has already been tried,
and found wanting! Now read on : this 1is one of the
finest article I've read.Translator's note).




Lifestyle, ..

from his mind than the desire to imitate them! Truly, who
on earth would want to imitate them?

In the course of the history of the world, different
cultures - different ways of expressing and living out the
"human situation’ - have come and gone. ZEach one of these
~ cultures has developed ways of being and behaving,according
to ‘their own vision of man and how they distinguish between
good and evil. Little by little the different peoples have
elaborated their particular laws, their language, their
ways of feeling and acting; for their life in common to be
harmonious,one necessary ingredient is that their hierarchy
of values be commonly accepted, vital and enlivening. In
each people there appears what may be called a national
spirit, based on a common heritage and pointing towards a
definite future. This national spirit brings about a con-
sensus with regard to aparticular scale of values and aspi
rations,which then find concrete expressions in the way the
people live.These concrete expressions will be good or bad
depending on whether or not they are in accordwith the deep
aspiration of the particular group.

And so it is that the manners of thinking about and liv.
ing the ideal of "nobility” or of "elegance' in the courts
of different peoples of antiquity are extremely diversified
and often opposed.In Assyria, like Sparta,marks of distinc
tion referred to their general preoccupation with war.This
is very different from the idea and the living ideal ofele
gance,and nobility,that we find in a humanist culture like
Greece in her golden age;or among the people of Israel, on
account of the importance they gave to the Alliance between
God and His people,as recorded in their Holy Writings.Each
culture, then, elaborates its own models of 'excellence',
and these are usually inspired by what we admire in those
who are ‘'at the top', for they are the embodiment of the
particular way in question.of looking at the world. For
example, the most desirable and the most elegant people in
a kingdom will be those who live, act and are like the
king - they imitate him. And so in this way, then, in a
given culture, the people establish marks of excellence
and distinction.

_ Now, in our world of today, excellence, elegance and
desirable human values are understood very differently by
people,depending on whether one is in a capitalist country
or in a country that is struggling for freedom; what is a
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mark of distinction in a big city is by no means the same
for our Eskimo. There are different ways of looking at the
world and at man which give rise to different aspirations,
and which consequently establish different ways of behaving.

I write all this with the painful feeling that, in a
manner which is becoming more and more marked, Christians
are experiencing in their relationship with Christ and the
Kingdom He came to establish something of what our Eskimo
experienced. It seemes to me that we are hearing His lan-
guage less and less and understanding less what constitutes
real elegance and distinction in His Kingdom; we are mov-
ing further and further away from His way of being power-
ful, rich and the Lord.

As Christians, we recognise Christ Jesus as King,Lord
and Model. Unfortunately,this recognition is just a matter
of words and so becomes, it seems toc me, another crowning
of thorns, a mockery. The fact is that we find neither ele
gant nor distinguished this Jesus whowas born in a stable’,
who lived and worked as a carpenter to support himself,and
who died the most humilating death of his time.

We no longer find convincing the models of elegance
that He has created for His Kingdom:; we consider them to
say the least, ineffectual, colourless, dull; whether sad
or frigthening, the models are simply "creeps".Really, who
wants to be like that?

Jesus lived His 1life to establish the Kingdom of the
Father,the Kingdom of the God of the universe,in our world
which is so diversified and so disoriented. And He has
revealed to us that this Kingdom was first inaugurated in
His own person, in what He did, in His manner of living.It
is, then, in the person of Christ,that the "models” of the
new Kingdom appear, models which have their origin in a
special visionof the world and of men - the vision of God.
With Jesus there appears a new kind of elegance and distinc
tion; with Him there is established a new model of excel~-
lence - a new ’aristocracy’' which is closely 1linked with
and strongly resembles the new King who actually is the
God of the universe.Now, there are ways of being powerful,
rich, elegant and distinguished that, very sadly, we do
not understand.... We live our lives trying to reconcile
what cannot be reconciled: models and interests of kingdom
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that are diametrically opposed; hence the danger of being
undermined or of schizophrenia is not too far away...Though
we recognise in Jesus the mouth of God, our life does not
measure up to this truth; we do not seek to imitate Him.

What 1is current in the world today is the desire to
be rich, powerful, elegant, not tied down, to have at hand
the latest commodities and the latest benefits provided by
the consumer society, and, as far as possible, to be com-
pletely carefree.

We have ceased to understand poverty, simplicity,
humility,self-denial,devotion to serving others that Jesus
taught and proposed as a necessary attitude for following
Him. We no longer see these as the treasure hidden in a
field that must be looked for.

It is not only a question of the external propaganda
we are subjected to in newspapers,magazines and television:
be 2 winner, have possessions buy something, be brilliant,
be young, dynamic, fasc1natlng, have beautiful hair, choose
the easy way, get a good position, etc.:; all that strlkes
a chord in us and we choose "models", ways of feeling and
acting that are completely opposed to those we see in Jesus
Christ. The passion to have possessions,seeking to be bril
liant, the desire to be beautiful, attractive, elegant -
these centre the person on hlmself and tend to close him
off from others; the growth of our own needs hinders our
readiness to go out to meet the needs of others.The consumer
society becomes more and more a part of us, driving us to
need all sorts of different commodities, so that the need
to "have" escalates and can never be satisfied. On the
contrary, Jesus teaches, by His words and His life, to
detach ourselves from things to attach ourselves to others

not to seek ourselves but to go out to others,to prefer to
give rather than to have,

We consider it just so important to be involved w1th
the “right people" - people who are bright, influential,
brilliant, etc.; but who are the people the Lord tells us
to invite to our table?Who dre the ones His example encour
ages us to associate with? His usual company was among the
humble and the simple - and also among®every kind of outcast
in society.

Our admiration and our respect are reserved for the

10 ~
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powerful, the rich, the daring ones; we try to follow them
and imitate them, to find models of elegance. Now, the
hierarchy of values implied in following these models is
clearly opposed to the one Jesus teaches in the Gospel.
Where do we place our confidence? In the Father of Jesus
who counts every one of the hairs of our head and who
knows what we need, or rather in those who have money and
security? With whom do we agree? With Him who tells us,
"What God had joined together, let no man put asunder™, or
‘rather with someone who tells us, "If anyone has the mis-
fortune to see his marriage break up, there is no problem
if he wants to start all over again'?

Our very heart is divided, more attached to human
values than to those that the Father seeks to communicate
to us in Jesus. He has sought to reveal Himself, to put
Himself within our reach, to enable us to fulfill the
perennial desire of man which 1is to want to be like God.
He has done all this so that we may follow the way which
leads - without any possibility of error or deceit - to
authentic power, authentic riches, authentic joy, the
‘very fullness of God Himself'. On the one hand we believe
that Jesus Christ is the Son of the most high God, and
on the other hand we consider His ways as absurd, inef-
fectual and gloomy.

Almost 2,000 years have passed since Jesus of Nazareth
was born, lived and died on the cross.His resurrection has
shown to His disciples, and through them to the world,that
He was a transcendent being, and not just a 'passer-by'.It
has shown that in this man,God has intervened in a totally
new and original way in our world. Through the power of
this glorious Resurrection which has led to Christ being
enthroned as King and Lord of the whole universe, the new-
born Church received His Spirit at Pentecost which vitalised
the timid circle of the Apostles. Pentecost filled them
with the Spirit of Jesus crucified and risen - His way of
seeing things, His way of feeling;and this Spirit launched
them to conquer the world. for the Kingdom of the Father,
with the means and models of Jesus crucified - means and
models which consequently showed themselves to be powerful
and effective.
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Almost 2,000 years have passed since these events
which are the foundation of our faith..,But they have always
scandalised people, perhaps today even more so...The "ef~
fective means" and the "models” of Jesus are a scandal not
only for the non-Christian world, but also an obvious
scandal for ourselves who consider our faith as such a
precious gift - this faith of ours which is characteristi-
cally passed on from father to son and which, with such
deep and so0lid roots, tells us to be Christians, 1like
Christ. But alas, it is precisely the Christian countries
which do not give an evangelical witness, especially so-
cial groupings which are traditionally considered as Chris
tian...

Lest this painful schizovhrenia, which forces us to
live in a kingdom according to the "models" of the enemy,
fragment and destroy us, 1t is important to learn the "mo
dels" of the Kingdom of Christ. But how to begin to learn
His language, to understand His models, to perceive the
nuances of what is "distinguished" in our proper Homeland?
S0 many of us are deeply estranged from our own Homeland!

To understand the strength,the elegance and the splen
dour of this Land, our Homeland, which is the Kingdom of
the Father, it is most important that we let ourselves be
taught, we let ourselves be led there not in virtue of any
right we have but by reason of a gift freely given. And to
let ourselves be taught,it is important to recognise that,
like little children, we do not know, we do not understand
while at the same time recognising that all this is a gift,
a gesture of "elegance", a chivalrous gesture on the part
of the Kingdom. ’

We must recognise ourselves for what we are : infirm
people who need to be healed if we are to see clearly and
understand properly. We must realise that our sensitivity
is blunted,our uriderstanding is rather obtuse and somewhat
defective in not realising that '"all that glitters is not
gold". If we do realise these things,we enter fully on the
way of truth;and oncewe have entered,further understanding
comes more easily under the influence of the Spirit of the
Lord who takes us in hand to teach us.

With the powerful aid of the Holy Spirit who seeks to
sanctify us,to make us like Christ,to "Christify"” us -~ the

12 -
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Holy Spirit who establishes the unique title of "nobility"
in the Kingdom - we can littleby little come to live a life
attentive to what Jesus has taught. In the Gospels we can
contemplate His 1ife so as to bring ourselves to imitate Him,
to try to reproduce in ourselves His ways of being,His nodels
which are so powerful and elegant in His Kingdom.His Spirit
will impress on us His standsrds,His way of seeing things,
of feeling, of loving.

Then, and as something freely given,the Gospel values
will no longer seem to us to be ridiculous - beautiful but
quite impractical,like a romantic phantasy.If we undertake
to come to gripswith and to expose ourselves,without any bar
riers,to His teaching,He will show us the power the strength
and the truth which are contained in the ways and the wmo-
dels of His Kingdom, and which these models signalise. We
will find ourselves - thanks to Him - on His "wave length"
able to hear the words and understand the messages He gives.
He will refine our powers of percention, enabling us to
pick up, savour and pass on the wonders of His divine Love,
Truth and Beauty which He seeks to pour out on our sad and
fragmented world, to bring it to life. He will give us an
unaffected belief in the truth; we can see this gift ex-
pressed in the simplicity of the family life at Nazareth
as an elegant and attractive ideal to which we may aspire
in this world.

Then, and then only, we will be able to stop fighting
for things and appearances and we will begin to turm our-
selves towards other persons and the desire to share. We
will stop admiring so much the rich who in fact are so
impoverished and so fragile in their ivory tower, so crude
in comparison with the models of the Kingdom where we find
true elegance. We will understand finally the joy of liv-
ing in poverty,simplicity and humility - which Jesus lived.
Thanks to the power of the Spirit of Jesus in us Who makes
us one family, one people, the models that we contemplate
in our King will become comprehensible and desirable, and
little by little, they will become ours. In our own family
and in our own Homeland ,we will cease to be like the Eskimo
in a strange town. Many ways of being and feeling that we
have taken on, on account of their apparent value, will
betray their emptiness. Many aspirations that we used to
have will seem quite out of place, for they just will not
fit in with Jesus' way of being, feeling and acting.
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It is only in Jesus that we can discover what God is;
it is only in Him that God shows Himself in a tangible
form, capable of guiding and marking with His "models™
those who believe in Him and adhere to Him:He who was born
poor, simple and humble in a stable, who lived and worked
30 years at Nazareth in poverty, simplicity and humility,
He who preached the Kingdom of the Father using poor,simple
and humble means - this Kingdom which comes to us as gift.
He gave Himself to serving others, to teaching, to healing
the sick and the hurt, to aiding the helpless,these little
children so loved by the Father, He did all that without
bothering about His own well-being, without creating any
needs for Himself.His self-forgetfulness was so total that
He overcame the rejection He encountered. He preached the
forgiveness of injuries, and He forgave injuries even up
to the extremity of the Cross.

Such is the Kingdom which appeared in Jesus. and mani-
fests itself as poor, simple and humble in our world: it
is the Kingdom of the God of the universe, of the Creator
of the world Who is the End of every creature. Henceforth,
to be like Jesus,; to imitate His ways of béing is, in all
truth, to be like God - because He is God. Henceforth it
is in the poverty of Jesus that we see all the riches
that could be desired or imagined:; in His simplicity we
see the elegance and the splendour of the divinity; and
itis in His simplicity that we find all the strength of the
power of God.

Josefina ERRAZURIZ*

* Josefina Exnazuniz, 4from Chile, mothern of 6 children
(ranging 4rom 2 fo 17 yeans), member of one of the
§inst adult CLC groups sel up at Santiage in 1975, 4is
a memben of the Formation Commission forn the Wonld Fe
denation of the CLC's. She has fust obtained hern Li-
centiate in Theology and feaches inseveral faculties,
as well as in a calechetical centre which gives fonma
tion counses fo ZLeachens and caiech&bta.
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OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY

How It Functions

BACKGROUND

Anawim CLC--that is what we call our local Christian
Life Community. Anawim, I think you know%-is an 0ld Testa-
mént term meaning the poor of Yahweh,or God's little ones.
" That is, people who may posses little or much, but who put
all their trust in God. It tells you something about our i
deals.

Anawim is in the Detroit area of the United States,
northwest Detroit and its suburbs to be exact. Right now
there are eleven of us--three couples,a marriedwoman,three
single women, and a Jesuit. In age we range from the mid-
thirties to sixty, with most members around forty or so. A
nawim CLC began about four years ago, but it merged with
part of another CLC two years since. So its members' expe-
rience of CLC is quite varied, for several fifteen years or
more, for two of them less than a year. Occupations of mem
bers are all different--lawyer, social worker, nurse, edu-
cators, to name a few. Pour of the families have children.
Except for the new members, all have made the Spiritual Ex
ercises. Meetings are usually every two weeks, from 7 :00-
10:00 Sunday evenings. We find it helpful to meet at the
same place each time, which right now is a religious educa
tion office where one member works. At times, too, we have
met in members' homes,

Our group doesn't have permanent officers.Instead, we
designate someone to act as leader and coordinate our ac-
tivities for a limited period, say six months or a year.
Usually each meeting is prepared in its main lines by some
one whom the leader asks to do this. (In some CLCs I have
been part of, my own role has been that of an assistant,
more or less as the General Principles describe it. In
Anawim CLC, since some of the lay members have deep ground
ing and long experience in CLC, my role is more like that
of an ordinary member, though I make my own special contri
butions. I never, of course, function as leader, since CLU
is essentially a lay movement).

What are our meetings like?There is no pattern,beyond
the fact that scriptural prayer, rather deep exchanges
about our life and work,and social or church needs and our
response to them come into many meetings. Sometimes too we
share liturgy inan informal setting.Occasionally we gather
just for fun, as at a picnic last summer where one member,
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in full clown costume, entertained our members and their
children.

WHAT THE COMMUNTTY DOES FOR ITS MEMBERS

One way of telling how our community functions is to
look first at what the community does for its members,then
at what the members contribute to the community. In both
cases, of course, the thrust is strongly outward beyond
ourselves toward mission and service, for that is, after
all, what CLC is all about. So let's glance first at what
Anawim does for those who are part of it.

Faith Life

To start with, the community strongly stimulates its
members' prayer. In many gatherings, a scripture passage
linked to the meeting's main topic is read, followed by 20
minutes or so of silemnt personal prayer by each, after
which we share our reflections. When we don't do that, we
may close the meetings with 10-15 minutes of informal shared
prayer, often of thanksgiving or petition. On special oc-
casions like Lent or around Christmas or as part of an eve
ning of renewal,or when members make théir CLC commitment,
the liturgy provides a strong prayer focus. And now and
then we do a community evaluatio covering some months of .
CLC life. ‘ ‘

Clearly too, Anawim is a strong encouragement to its
members to experience the Spiritual Exercises, which nmost
members do every year for six or eight days, or else while
continuing their daily life and work. This encouragement
comes less from any direct action on the community's part
than from this or that member telling of his or her retreat
plans and asking our prayers, or commenting afterwards on
the grace their retreat experience was. Where husband and
wife are both members of CLC, one partner sometimes cares
for the children while the other does the Exercises. On oc
casion other members perform the same service.

Each of the last two years, our entire Anawim CLC has
spent a faithesharing weekend together at Colombiere Spir-
itual Exercises Center. One of these focused on the person
al salvation-history of each member,the other more on each
one's work and ministry. Both did much to forge stronger
ties between community members. )
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Dear frlends,

Many things happened 1ast summer ; for example, the for
matlon -programme offered by . the federatlon of Chile
‘the CLC-youth of the countries of the first world,

‘ the European, formation programme in Manresa etc. The Youth

Commission is fully alive and strives to fulfil the points

of its mandate.But,I .want to speak a bit about the travel of
Erik and 'myself to India. .I still often think of. the youth

of Bombay who have welcomed. us with an . amazing openness

and hospitality.My special thanks are duet0<JOe Fernandes,
the president of the Indian- federatlon, he has .made - our

travel to be a real CLC experience.. My thanks go also to
'Ozy Gonsalves SJ who looked after us in Seva. One of the
high points of.our travel ' was without doubt the meeting
‘with Margaret Rebello, Indian member of World Youth Commis
sion. I was happy to meet her, to share with her my CLT

experlences, her compiete commitment,her lifestyle without -
compromise hHave helped me:to continue - son the way of my CLC

vocation.Many federatlons, many cpmmunities. would be happy
~to count such a deep person among them. .The travel has.
hélped me to perceive my limits, 1it-has shown the face of

poverty that 1is waiting'at each corner. ‘A Christian com- -
Jiitmeént in the slums like the work of Florle Preltas is
a real 51gn of the presence of Chrlst. o

It was Joyfultosee that we are gettlng Slowly;;world
cgmmunlty and my way as a semlnarlan is - very enriched by
tlS. - - N . PRI N

‘Jean-Claude HOLLERICH

*
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7‘%Y0UTH COMMISSION VISIT TO SOUTH INDIA .

Erik's. and’ Jean—Clauﬁe s v151t to . Indla espe01ally

i'.Bangalore and Madras 1it a spark of hope and instilled 1n-

. ‘to our CLCers a lot of enthusiasm.Their visit to our units
‘lhelped to throw 1light on the problems which we in India-

~“were facing in our groups.It also helpedus to realize that
. we were a world community, a community of love ‘and that we
. were. all brothers and sisters. Personally~the1r visit was -

ia re11v1ngcﬂfa deep ‘experience of Christ's love for me and
' .an experience that in spite of coming from such a distance we

' “are still brothers and sisters,all belonging to one family

Y7:wh1ch I had experzenced at villa Cavalletti and Assisi.

, , In Bangalore they had an experience of the way ‘we con
‘duct our CLC meetings astheyv151ted three units,one school
‘group, . one college group and of course a leaders group.

.. They -interchanged ideas with our CLC leaders on“how to.run

‘the. group -and shared with them the way thelr CLC S were
‘run back home ' ‘ o :

They never forgot the cultural aspect of Indla.,‘TﬁeyA

V{~v151ted ‘places”of interest in and around Bangalore. They

"visited. for example Mysore, a city which was once the seat .
- of the- Wodeyar clan who was . ruling Mysore; ‘they visited
the 'palace in which  the Maharajas once 11ved and saw the

;“} pomp and pleasure in.which they lived.

;o It was on the 7th- of August they -bid goodbye to the

- garden city of India-Bangalore- by boarding the Brindawan .
““express which took them to Madras, -a big port on the éast
coast of India.Here they spent one day and saw some' places
. oncernlng -5t ‘Thomas.  They.also visited the one and only
- group in Madras and threw some light on the problems they
iwere- experlenC1ng there. It was a real challenge,_ for the
grown-ups: who weré -members. threw many -questions: ‘to ‘them
which they had to answer and which they did in a. very con-.
vincing manner. It was 'here that they experienced a lot.of
i~ problems which with Jesus'help they were.able to overcome,
“‘thus maklngthemeel HlS presence turnlngtolumxln prayer.

o “On- ‘the “whole it was an experlence Wthh T amp-sure
;;Q;they will never. forget and will cherlsh for a long time.

Margaret REBBLLO

18 -




I3

'_ A FORMATIO‘\I EXPERIENCE

Thls 1sthe reportiof
’vplace from the 23rd 6f.A
ketan in Bombay. v

atlon experlence that took
the- 13th ef May at Seva Ni

mmztted relat1onsh1p w1th'
y experience of the loving
This is what happened to
C institute in Bombay,or
e owe much thanks. The pro

‘ When people are 1ivin
- Christ, . thére is an ali
and héaling power of Holy ]
us during this 21 day All-In
-ganised by Oriol Pujol to.whem

- gramme was divided into 5 phases.» 3

1) Service by, Ozy Gensalvés.
‘2) Interpersonal Relationsh;p by Tarun Shet
3) Personal Growth by Jos- Mekat
4) CLC Themes by Oriol and Dona - s
5) Spiritual Growth by Alwyn Fernandes
Hats off to the fac111tators ‘for thelr able fac111tat10n.

We were 10 part1c1pants from dlfferent parts of the
country including Victor Alphonso SJ of Seva Niketan, Bom-
bay. God really worked through him, 'he was so full of the
Spirit, Apart from this,for each phaseé~to 5 Bombay ClCers
‘joined,the group .thus maintaining a strength of 14 to 15
‘participants throughout. Each time new people joining our
;group was a thrilling experience; what made it more thrill

% was that new people felt accented “by the groun -and
t at home. : .

Though\all of us were‘from«different places with dif-
ferent backgrounds ‘and from different age groups, we lived -
as a community where we experienced tremendous love, care
and concern.l was amazed by the trust and openness of each.
individual in the group.

- Interpersonal Relationship helped us in building- the
community and facilitated better interpersonal  relation-
ship. It al'so made me become sensitive to others'feelings
and to get in touch with my own feelings.

N

- The group-encounters enable each member to work upon
his problems during Personal Growth under’ ‘able facilita-
tion of Jos Mekat and Oriol. These group-encounters led us
to self accéptance and maturity and set the group to grow.
fully, which brought oneness.. It was almost unbelievable to
see the change in our lives after these sessions. Each one
of us was bubbling with new life aFter exner1enc1ng love
‘ peace, joy and happinéess. . o




In SplrltuaL Growth Alwyn proved”Wlth@ut Jesus we can»x

- do nothlng"; We experlenced Christ during these days ‘and.a "~
" 'sense .of deép joy and pedce.This phase enalled meé to bUlldv
up my perscnal relationship with God. The. experlbnce of. re
“lief thdt Christ gave to the tensions and hangups was tre—

mendous 1n thls 11fe of confu51on and uncertalnty

-X

- On the whole 1t was wonderfully beautiful. As we left

Seva ~many of our. eyes were m01st we. had fallen 1nto love
“with each other.,‘ : , '

L. Anthony DASS
Bangalore,

NATIONAL MEETING OF YOUTH CLC Mex1co

Twelve ccmmunltles federated'u>Youth CLC participated.

- Besides these, there were other unfederated groups, some
“being pre-communities, some belonging tc no ecclesial move
ment .oxr forming - other type .of movements. There were also .

_‘observers,both from among the youth as well'as the adults.

In: a1l we were about 90 persons, ‘who with great: venthusiasm
~ and openness lived together-andshared exper1ences of forma;
‘tion and information regardlng our respect1ve Tocalities,

reglons and country. :

The content of these days ‘may be-dividéd  nnder”six‘

fcoherently united headlngs

1.

20 -

CELAM (Blshops Conference of Latln Amerlca) a study

- of this pastoral decument, which well situates us as

an ecclesial movement w1thin'our historical context -
.of Latin America.It .speaks of the preferential opt1on

- for the poor. ‘and for youth in this"Continent.of Hope"

(a)name glven by John Paul IT during hls visit to Mexi
co

- An analysis’ of the reallty of our localltles, regions
- - and. country,  so that gur apostolate and.work for the
. Kingdom do not remain in the clouds. This is an impor

tant point for staying out of the error of voluntar15m~

. The: Spiritual Exercises of Ignatius;which are like the
_electric current that moves us,maintains and reinforces

our ovptions, both personal and communitarian.
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JLA. The CLC Communlty 1ts process 0b3ect1ves means, goals,
- experiences = of people living in community. Our good

intentions can otherwise be lost if we just close our

selves and lean -upon others having - JUSt the same
anxieties and uncertainties.

‘55; -"Action Plans, sharing of experiences of work done in

-the different localities.. Challenges. from other kinds

-of works: and- gction plans which -are good forpeopleln'

search but who cannot implement thém.

6. The minimum of organization which helps tokeep us free‘

from’ over-structuring and at the same time which serves
to revitalize inter-communication and growth among the
different groups and communities of CLC. Contact with

other groups which can help, 1like B351c Communities

{(CCB), 'Basic Ecclesial Communities ' {(CEB) and other

typesofnmvements whlcharedemocratlcandlndependent.w

1 may be good to mention here that the size of Mexi-

co is approximately 2,000,000 square kilometers and so the
distances are obstacles to be overcome.

-

Marid-TA?zAfAlba

THE DAILY REVIEW - A TIME TO SAY "You"

o Thls art1c1e deals with the daily rev1ew'ofone 5 11fe,
a point which is important  and not to-be neglected in our

-spirituality. This does not refer to an examination of
conscience meant to separaté ‘the good from the doubtful
actions of the day, nor to distinguish the moral from the
immoral.Such a practice would not be going beyond humanism
~ and would ea511y tend to a duallsm in the christian reli-
'glon. ' - ‘

dresses a familiar and friendly "You" to man, even'to me.
Surrounded by this ﬁreat love, without 11m1t this "You"
is spoken to man t

ceasingly talks of God. I'would even say that this "You"
of God sustains all creation and that creation does not
live except through  this relatlonshlp. Accordingly., the
Word of God, Jesus Christ, is addressed. directly by God
to man, to me,~He is this "You" become flesh.What is more,
God «calls me by my name and guides me along my road to

i

First of 311 one must -remember God.  He it is who ad-.

rough the whole of creatlon which un-




salvatlon,' whére‘alsp'One can‘feellthe cOmmunicafieﬁ from »

In the f1rst mlnutes one. becomes conscious of thls
"You".ef God, conscious- of the ‘different manifestatibns of
this divine contact. - -One makes oneself peaceful and com-
~fortable while putting. oneself in the presencé of God.,
_Here, different. fantasy-exercises can be of help,  since
Sone . needs to allow oneself tobe surrounded by. the presence .
and the love of the Lord. - :

Speaklng in the second person and u51ng a direét;-“

speech this "You" always offers a call, -an invitation by
-God. - Prayer, service and mission, p;ayer and life are all
-interlinked. This "You" of God ex?ects asks and awaits the
response of man. -

This response to.the call of God will come in the ‘sece
ond <ingtant,when one dlrectly addresses oneself to Christ,
to the Word of God. This can be done by using for example
even very ancient forms of prayer like - the Litany or of
‘calling Christ by the different names attributed to Him .in
“the New Testament: Master, ‘Lord, Son of Man... Naturally,

. one can also repeat without'cea51ngthis little word "You'",

relishing itonone's 11p5 and puttlng into it all ‘the ten-
derness of which ‘one is capable.’ .

Christianity is the religion of‘the concrefe,' of the
incarnation,of the descent of the absolute to the relative,
_thus sanctifying even the ordinary realities of daily life.

Chrlstlanlty is also a communitarian.religion lived in the .’

: Church. So, I cannot respond to the call of the Absolute
‘while refu51ng the concrete, or whlle refu51ng SOlldarltY'

;. with man.

Y

The third stage of our review will be to 1ook at thls
"You”addressed to all men. But since one is limited, one
can only see’ it addressed to certain men. This means  ‘that
~we review our interpersonal relations of the day? we encir
“cle ‘them.all and offer them within this "You" given by Gody
-In other words,one unrolls before the eyes of God the film
- of .one smanycontactsf with people during the day, to see
how one has been able to address thls "You" tc other men.

Th1s is a p01nt of great 1mportance, for since we are

- freely accepted. by God, we too ought to accept others with
the same llberty We ‘are not the centre of the world around

>
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whlch aLl other Human relatlonsths rotate, as the planets<
go round the sun, We are men, free. beings - among. other free

‘beings; we are deficient' among other deficient pérsons. We

may . not refuse 'to meet the’ other, not fail to address our

- "You" to him. Unfortunately, we may be often so centered:
around ourselves that we consider the other at our service, -
as a mirror' .in which wé contemplate ourselves with great

satisfaction. Often we do not tske the other serlously in

his dlfferences. “But we only love hlm in S0 far as he 15

51m11ar tc ourselves, :

The fourth stage will be now to give this . "You"” to
others, which we have refused them during the day; .to ad-
dress th1s very significant little word to them now in the
presence of God. . -

Perhaps thlS article can seem unorthodox to some, or
perhaps the spiritual dimension - is not profound enough
for thém. But I can only report on my experience, which is
not that of a spiritual hero. For those, however, who wish
_to try "the daily review - a time to saK 'You™,I can .assure
them of this that their 1ife and their relations will
improve thanks to prayer and the grace of ‘God, : K

Jean-Claudé HOLLERICH

THE REVISION OF LIFE

- Is a search for a new vision of this 1life, in which all
"that .is lived cut in a temporal action now makes persons
appear on the road towards someonenuuﬂlgreater than them
‘selves.

- Ts a search for the will of God Who neaks through
life; it is a common search for participating more in-
the very mission of God on earth.

- Is a means of transformation, to purify ourselves,to con
vert ourselves towards that which is most profound within

-~ us; in a word, it is to find God ever more .and more.

- = Is a means for a joint-discovery of God by the whole com
munity; it is not just personal sanctificationbut a step

. together in sanctity. - :

- Is a call by Christ to service and to mission;He,through
life, teaches us what He expects of us towards the building
of HlS Kingdom, for the announcing of His Good News. ‘




~ Is an act of the’ Church w1th1n the very mission of the
" Church, to find God whlle one’ makes H1m khown to others.
- Is a means of learnlng to see” God in all thlngs. e :

It is .to- stop oneselfto see how in a part of 11fe and':

1;~through the 1ife of others who have been planted and watered

. before us, the action of God can beé witnessed in'their SOW

" ing the seed, helping the seed to sprout and develop into
‘a.ear full of corn. It is.to become aware, with joy and

hope,that this grain one day will die,when the time of the

V“monsoons comes . Then those who have belleved will open wide
thelr doors‘ ; « - . ;

Taken from Plerre CAZAUX
The Absolute of God
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Though we seldom discuss specific books as part of our
program, one or other member is always waxing enthusiastic
about some book or article recently read, which of course
stirs others among us to read it too, or related books on
the same topic.

Since many meetings -have built -inte them a period in
which each member in turn shares what one has been involved
in over the last two weeks, and what events or issues have
elicited one's concern, our community-exchanges are contin
ually widening our exposure to things some of us would not
otherwise be too aware of : teacher contract negotiations,
or the teen-age subculture, or hospices for the dying, or
the problems of a parish council, or the frightening preva
lence of "battered wives" as victims of violence by theiY
husbands.

The circumstance that three of our members have held
national or international CLC office or been involved in
world CLC gatherings furnishes an acute sense of belonging
to a national and worldwide Christian Life Community.

Occasional common projects that Anawim has taken up,
focusing on social or ecclesial issues, have done much to
keep us all better informed and sensitized on the topics
involved. It's sure too that we members are strongly impel
led toward a simpler life-style in our own lives by our
exchanges on this theme in the community. We don't feel,
however, that we've yet gone as deeply into this area as
our community can and should.

Besides what it does for the faith-life of its mem-
bers, Anawim clearly is a strong source of mutual support
between those who make it up. Some examples may help. ‘

Over a period of some meetings, each of us took about
an hour to tell our fellow-members about '"my worlds". That
is, the several areas of my, l1ife that engage my time and
interest, and my efforts to live out the gospel in each of
them. One married member's worlds were his law profession,
his wife and twoe children, his CLC commitments (he's a na-
tional officer) and his woes and joys as chairman of his
parish council. After a member finishes presenting his/her
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"worlds", other members respond with their affirmation,
questions, insights., It is a strongly positive faith-expe-
rience. '

In reverses at work,in family difficulties,in sickness
or death of loved ones,in assistance with personal projects,
Anawim members are a.great support to each other.Sometimes
it's only a friendly call, or an offer to help, or prayer
for each other's intentions. At times, too, there is help
in more tangible ways.

There are as well those special moments when a member
is trying to discern where the Spirit calls in a decision
about marriage or profession or change of job or of resi~
dence. At such a time one's CLC is obviously a privileged
group to turn to, not in order to shift a responsibility
that can only be one's own, but precisely to help one dis-
cern better,with greater awareness of the options involved
and greater openness.Some members have drawn on our Anawim
Community to help them in such discernments.I wouldn't say,
however,that it's as yet felt by all as a natural facet of
community sharing.

Children of members, too, naturally have come to know
each other, and now and then enjoy each other's company.
Because few of the members live near to each other, close
friendships have generally not developed between children
of the different families. Yet there is a certain support
felt between them, perhaps especially in the consciousness
that here one finds a common values=system and *life~style
operative, one quite different from what they find among
many of their peers. ’ . :

An instance of the mutual support among CLC families
that occurs took place two years ago. Qur Anawim group was
presenting a weekend workshop that it had carefully planned,
on spirituality and world hunger, to the regional CLC
gathering. Xen Yoder, a member,was handling the media part
of it--some short films-strips,projections,records.Another
member's l4-year-old son,Michael Brown,avid for experience
in using media, worked closely with Xen in doing this. It
was something that Michael's father John,for all his varied
talents, could not have furnished, for electronics is not
his forte. In the process, of course, Michael mnot only
learned more about using multimedia,but experienced as well
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the warm spirit of Christian Life Community and its commit
ment to justice.

An_Aid_to_Action

Besides the faith stimulus and mutual support Anawim
members receive from CLC,they find it a great help to them
in their action and service. One member last year found
that exposing to his Anawim Community the facets of his
parish's sponsorship of a Vietnamese refugee family helped
him in guiding his parish council through the project.

Earlier,our CLC's reseaching and then active advocacy
with legislators of the Panama Canal Treaty -made each of
us far better informed and actively involved than we would
have been individually. One couple in our group had lived
in both Panama and Bolivia and could transmit to us both
their own first-hand knowledge of the situation and some-
thing of Latin-American feelings on the issue.As a result,
our group probed the matter with some thoroughness, and so
we made our findings available to other CLC groups through
the COMMUNICATOR,  our national CLC review. None of this
woyld have happened without our community.

It is because of our local community,too, that we are
enriched when CLC members from other countries come to our
area. Two years ago Alex Tan, a Filipino Jesuit active in
CLC there, was studying in the Detroit area. HlS active mem
bership in our Anawim group during his year's stay was a
grace the community afforded to all of us,at the same time
that it kept alive his own CLC interest. ThiS~year, Sister
Mary Grant of Belfast met for a long exchange with our Anawim
group. Her warmth and dedication,her first-hand experience
of the Northern Ireland struggle,her sharing of the ups and
downs of the CLC groups there that she works with--none of
this would have been ours if our community had not invited
her and hosted her appearance.Just onemore instance of the
many ways our community benefits its members.

(WHAT MEMBERS CGIVE TO THE COMMUNTITY)
(to be continued in next issue)

Nicholas RIEMAN S.J.
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GROUP EVALUATION

Mother of 5, Mas. Chapleau is a memben of a CLC
pardsh group which has been going foxn 18 months,
Here she shares with us the expendience of re-
gular evaluaiion as praciised {n her group.

To accept the CLC way of life is to accept to work
with others rather than by oneself. As my understanding of
the CLC's has grown, I have felt the challenge to make its
goals my own and to work for these goals through the means
it recommends. I was really impressed by the vitality of
the CLC's and felt the need to share in its projects, dif-
ficulties, successes, set-backs and to see if I was genu-
inely working with other members - like the member of a
choir who tries to lose his own voice in the midst of
other voices to achieve a proper harmony. The community
evaluation has shown itself to be an indispensable means
for each one of us to see himself/herself in relation to
the team, and for helping us to work together.

The fact that the evaluation takes place within the
group ensures, to my mind, a better chance of its being
thorough, objective, calm and constructive.

Thorough: It is worth recalling that "two heads are better
than one”. It is possible that a particular detail may so
absorb my attention as to lead me to forget other important
aspects; the observations of the others will complement my
own.

Objective: It takes very little to make a wrong judgment;
hearing other opinions different from my own obliges me
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to question and to rectify the way I see things.

Calm: Maybe I am impressionable and emotional; the calm
and serenity of others in the group will help me to remain
level-headed.

Constructive: Perhaps a time of dryness can make everything
seem black, fill me with doubt and lead me to take a nega-
tive approach; someone else in the group can communicate
their enthusiasm to me, help me get back my confidence and
so their 'fullness' overflows into my emptiness.

In our group, we are taking more and more  care with
the evaluation which terminates every one of our meetings.
But I believe that in so doing we are reinforcing more the
strong points of our meeting since our evaluation runs
right through the whole of our meeting.

In effect, the flow of exchanges, the questionings
the attention to others keep us constantly in "a state o
examen”, so to speak - a little 1like what St. Ignatius
invites wus to do throughout the day. In addition, the
evaluation has helped wus considerably to make progress;
for example, here are the different stages we have gone
through:

1. We accept to express ourselves

Z. We learn to express ourselves

3. We deliberately try to take account of others

4, We open ourselves to our environment and learn to
discern. .

5. We become aware of the needs around us and then move
to doing something.

1. We accept to express ourselves

At the beginning,our group evaluation was by no means
easy for us: not knowing ourselves very well, we hesitated
to trust and were inclined to hold back. The fear of being
misunderstood or badly thought of prevented us from sharing
confidences easily.For some,a natural timidity complicated
matters. Really, 1like the little Prince and the Fox of
Saint-Exupery, we had to be "tamed".

But with prayer and the passage of time, with medita-
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tion and perseverance, together with a deeper knowledge of

the nature and the goals of the CLC's, common inclinations

and aspirations began to be formed; we had in mind the

same objectives, which facilitated our growing closer to-

gether. A climate of confidence developed amongst us and

. this encouraged understanding and acceptance: the barriers
were down.

2. We learn to express ourselves

Our initial polite and formal exchanges give way to
animated sharing; we have a great deal to say. Here it is
not a question of deep and soul-searching analysis:rather,
we exchange impressions and we simply 1like to talk. At
this stage the meetings often go beyond the time allotted
as we wander from the subject. But our guide keeps a
watchful eye...gently she invites us to make an evaluation
of what we have done. Gradually we sort out what is too
personal and is best kept to oneself,what is sheer verbiage,
and what can be a help to everyone. Discermment begins to
dawn in the group. At the same time, we begin to take
special care with our reflection to "bring tegether our
ideas’™, with a view to clarifying the strong points, the
dominant factors of our meetings. This ‘intellectual' move
disheartened us at the beginning, but now we face it with
less dismay. However, we are not yet completely at home
with it.

3. We deliberately try to take account of others ; ’

Little by little,we pass from talking about ourselves
to listening to others, and then to understanding and ac-
cepting them. We still have some way to go, but now I
believe we have sufficient confidence in one another to
say quite frankly what we think,even though we presume not
everyone will agree with what we say.We believe that a calm
and objective discussion will lead us to a consensus. For
example, I think of Bérengére, 19 years old, who finds the
personal prayer at the beginning of our meetings too long,
while Monique, mother of grown-up family, cannot get
enough of these prolonged silences. Both have expressed
their needs during our evaluation. Now, while bearing in
mind the program for our meeting, we try to respect the
limits judged reasonable by the group. Discernment made
together on this occasion has taught us to distinguish
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between what is desirable, essential or inadequate.

In this way, then, we learn to take account of others

- and each one feels challeriged to ask himself/herself: Does

the image I project help others feel at ease?Do-I give each

person the opportunity to express himself/herself? Am I the

cause of any blocks? So real communication takes place where
each person reveals himself/herself little by little.

4. We open ourselves to our environment and learn to discern

Our group evaluation helps us situate ourselves in'the
concrete reality of daily living; in some way it is an in-
centive which stops us from turning in on ourselves. Conse
quently, as we come to trust one another more and more, we
also come to speak more confidentially of our ‘environment
(family, parish, social, professional). In this regard, I
recall one 'revision of life' we experienced involving Fran
gois.

Indirectly and against his will, Frangois became in-
volved in a case of bribery which led to serious pangs of
conscience;he decided toshare his anxiety with the group.
Together, according to the method SEE-JUDGE-ACT,we tried to
help him discern the will of the Lord.

SEE: Frangois is part of a group of workers whom a mu
nicipality assigns to different works. When his group isas
signed to repair roads or foot-paths, it is  quite common
for local residents to offer the workers a sizeable tip if
they will do a similar job on the resident's property, dur
ing working hours and using materials ’'provided’' by the mu
nicipality. So the workers earn extra money and the resi-
dents get something done at little expense.

Frangois does not accept these 'tips’', but as he is
the only one who disapproves, he is not able to stop what
goes on. He is loath to report his fellow-workers, and in
any case, the immediate superiors would.prefer to turn a
blind eye.He has tried to touch the professional conscience
of his companions, but quite unsuccessfully.

JUDGE AND ACT: Each member of the team is asked tosay,
as objectively as possible and without imposing his/her
view, how the teaching of the Gospel sheds light on the sit
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uat@on.lt is up to Frangois and his wife to make the final
decision. After prayer and reflection Frangois takes the
radical decision to leave his employment and accept another
job,which is quite an upheaval as it means shifting house.
And so our group loses two members. s

5. We become aware of the needs around us and then move to
doing something

In the group we have become progressively aware of the
necessity to become concretely engaged in our enyironment,
and it is through our evaluation that we have been able to
discern what is demanded of each one. Innumerable inspira-
tions have come to us in our times together and encolraged
us on our way. Our group is not large, our means are duite
modest,and so we have no spectacular achievements to point
to. Each member, always in his own name, goes about his
service: helping out the local church on the occasion of a
retreat, or special mass or special ceremony; bringing com
munion to the aged or sick; cleaning the house for an old7
handicapped person; being organist for the local church;as
sisting in running 'faith work-shops' for young parerts.

The ﬁroup evaluation was always most important for
each of these engagements. For example, John and Madeleine
had accepted to join their Parish Pastoral Council. After
some time, they felt ill at ease without exactly knowing
why. The group evaluation helped them discern that they
had responded too quickly to the invitation to go on the
Council, without making sure it was a call from the Lord.
After a meeting with the Parish Priest, they resigned.

However, not long afterwards,we approached the Parish
Priest -~ this time as a group - and offered to help in
creating a more Christian approach to Mother's Day, and
Father's Day  which have become very commercialised. As a
result, we prepared a small circular, appropriate for each
Day, which we distributed to members of the congregations
at each of the parish Masses.

Conclusion
In this way, helping one another and . advising - one

another through our group support, we try in our modest
- way really to be "a people of God on the march", striving
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to grow in a faith that is solidly anchored in daily real-
ities and involved in the life of those about us. The
regular evaluation inour group prevents us from succumbing
to routine, that form of spiritual lethargy that no one is
immuned from. Didn't the Apostles themselves fall asleep
during Our Lord's terrible Agony in the Garden? Our evalu-
ation also encourages us to be alert christians : "Happy
that servant who 1is found at his task when his master
.comes'™. (Lk 12/43) :

Alice CHAPLEAU

FORMATION DOCUMENTS
Of National Féderation of the CLC’s (Canada)

CLC PAPERS:this dossier of 21 papers sets out a "Formation
Process” (inspired by the Spiritual Exercises}, lasting
from 3 to 4 years.It is divided into 3 stages and is meant
for members and group leaders. Price, § 5

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR YOUR MEETINGS:How to-get the most out
of a meeting, Gospel sharing, Written meditation, Game of
metaphors, Meditation through pictures, Evaluation of a
meeting, Price $ 0,35.

"LIVING STONES'" PAPERS: for young people in pre-CLC groups
(known as "Living Stones' groups). This dossier comprises
22 Papers; 10 deal with the experience of ''personal encoun
ter", and § with spiritual and human formation. Price,$T
(Translator's note:I wonder about the other 3 Papers,tool.

NEW "LIVING STONES" PAPERS: Ten Papers, for 20 to 25 meet-
Ings. These offer different ways of helping young people
grow in their faith and their ability tomeet God and other
people. Roneoed, illustrated. Price, § 4.

SIGNS: bulletin published by the Leunis Centre.This offers
daily meditations, throughout the year, drawn from the 1i-
turgy. In 1980-81, the texts, articles and personal witness
es° will all be devoted to "The Family', the theme for the
next Synod of Bishops.100 pages, roneoed, 8 nos. each year.
Price $ 4; $ 6 air mail. .
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" QUR LADY 'IN THE IGNATIAN EXPERIENCE, Ludger Briem S.J. Su
plement no. 7 1in ''Cahiers de Spiritualit€ Ignatienne". %
short but very rich study, in 5 sections; one section is
on Mary in the experience of the Exercises, and another is
on Mary in the spiritual pedagogy of the CLC's. 64 pages.
Price § 2.50.

LOVE UNRECOGNIZED, Ludger Brien S.J. Ten Folders, each one
being 2 pages of reflections on the mysteries of the life
of Jesus, abundantly illustrated by Scriptural references
and works of the Masters; the folders fit together into a
case. Helpful for the meditations in the Exercises.
Price, $§ 3.50.

LOVE UNRECOGNIZED, Ludger Brien S.J.An English translation
of the above, without the pictures., 29 pages. Price, § 2.

N.B. Requests for material should be sent to:

CENTRE LEUNIS

4100 av. de Vend8me

MONTREAL - CANADA H4A 3N1-
Postage is not included in the prices given.

Just published!

JOURNEY. INTO HOPE, by Mary Grant. Editor>: Christian
Journals Ltd, Belfast - Dublin - Ottawa.

Mary Grant - one of our CLC leaders in Belfast - has
written a new book, "Journey into hope', which is a
Journal-autobiography.'It is more than ideas,thoughts
and words: it is life and people living, loving, suf
fering and transfigured at such depth that the reader
almost experiences his own life being laid bare...'
"If vyou had not been in touch with your own inner
self, you would mever have recognised mine'.
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THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR
OF DISABLED PERSONS

The year 1981 was designated International Year of
Disabled Persons (IYDP) in a 1976 resolution of the United
Nations General Assembly in order to "draw attention of the
international community to a major social problem".The over
all theme of the Year is ''full participation and equality”
in society by disabled persons, including its social and
cultural aspects. Its objectives are to promote measures
and/or services designed to assist the physical and psy-
chological adjustment of disabled persons:; to promote na-
tional and international efforts in the fields of training,
counselling and employment opportunities:to encourage study
and research projects; to educate and inform the public of
the rights of disabled persons; to promote effective meas-
ures to prevent disabilities and to rehabilitate the handi
capped. There will be no world conference but, as in the
case of the International Year of the Child, = the emphasis
will be on the national and local levels.

It is considered that the greatest contribution the
IYDP can make is in educating the general public in the many

" facets of the problems of disability to change attitudes to

ward the disabled, and in creating advocates for the neces
sary policies on the social level.

The question of the rights of handicapped persons "is
not just -an economic issue, not just a human issue.It is a
divine issue that parallels what is happening in the liber
ation of other minorities. Ultimately, it is a political
problem".

The World Health Organization has defined impairment
as the physical defect, disability as the functional loss
resulting fromit and handicap as the burden society places
upon someone because of his or her defect.

UN concern for the handicapped, sparked in large meas
ures by voluntary agencies, dates from the early '50's.In
1971 the General Assembly adopted a Declaratien on the Rights
of the Mentally Retarded, and in 1975 a Declaration on the
Rights of DisabTed Persons. In essence the latter reaffirms
the right to respect for their hyman dignity and their bas
ic human rights; the right to services to enable themtode
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internnational presence...

velop their capabilities and skills "to the maximum" and to
participate in society; the right to economic andsocial se
curity and to a decent level of living: the "right to live
with their families or foster parents and to participate in
all social, creative and recreational activities".They are
to be protected against exploitation and to have the right
to qualified legal aid.

Over 450 million human beings (a number equal to the
combined populations of the USA and the USSR) suffer some
form of disability and the number is increasing by about 3
million a year. At least 10 percent of the population of
any country is born with or is likely to acquire a physical
or mental disability that hinders their functioning in so-
ciety as fully as other persons of the same age and sex.An
estimated two-thirds of the world's disabled live in deve-
loping countries, mostly in rural villages or urban slums,
at little more than subsistence level, unreached by what-
ever limited services do exist. :

Over the centuries the disabled have been the victims
of ignorance, superstition,fear and assorted myths,at best
treated as inferior or "ab~normal™, with pity or indiffer-
ence, at worst degraded under the shadow of shame or guilt
attached to being born with some physical or mental defect.
There is still a great lack of information about disabili-
ty - its causes, treatment and consequences - not only a-
mong illiterate villagers, but among families, schools, go
vernment officials and international development planners
and administrators. Even in the industrialized countries,
which have come so far in the treatment of disabilities in
the last thirty years, there are still traditions and pre-
judices to be overcome.

A report, prepared by Rehabilitation International, a
major non~governmental organization dealing with the pro~
blems of the disabled, listed disabling conditions to be
found among children everywhere: "Children considered to be
severely mentally impaired, deficient or retarded;children
considered to be slow learners; children considered to have
speech or language defects; children who are hearing impair-
ed; children who are blind; children who are partially
sighted; children who are motor handicapped;:children with
specific types of learning disabilities; children who have
behavioral problems; maladjusted and psychotic children;and
children with various combinations of such conditions™.
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Impairment of millions of children could be prevented
or limited by simple measures within "*the capabilities of
their families or communities. Many childhood impairments
are temporary and reversible and, if detected- early and
treated, do not become permanent disabilities. A great ma-~
jority of the children who suffer impairment are capable of
" adapting to its limitations and of developing relatively
normally, if they are permitted to do so and are assisted
as necessary, but are not over-protected by a caring fami-
ly nor neglected through ignorance or superstition, as hap
pens in poor and illiterate rural areas.

. It is necessary to preserve as far as possible the nor
‘mal ¢ycle of the child’'s development instead of concentrat
ing entirely on the impairment itself; it is necessary to
move away from the traditional, usually high cost, institu
tions, elaborate equipment and highly specialized profes-
sional care - that reach compartively few at best - and de
sign programs which use the resources of the family, sup-
ported when necessary by community resources and services.

Two Catholic organizations - the Movement for a Better
World, a non-governmental organization in consultative sta
tus with ECOSOC (the Economic and Social Council of the U-
nited Nations), and Stauros International, a group concern
- ed with the religious and spiritual meaning of suffering -
sponsored a colloquium on IYDP at the United Nations in Sep~
tember 1980, Since there is a moral imperative that we move
toward the "full participation’” of disabled persons in all
aspects of life, the colloquium examined the ethical and
moral implications of ''the dignity and worth of the human
person' and ''full participation’. Rejecting the notion that
disability can be identified with sin (John 9}, each per-
son - disabled or non~disabled - has the right to wholeness
and to acceptance as an equal before God. Purthermore, so-
ciety needs from the disabled their gifts:perseverance,cop
ing, understanding, among many others. The disabled person
has the right to define his or her role in society, the
right to shape his or her destiny. The disabled ask thenon
disabled to accept roles as advocates with, rather than for
the disabled. .

‘ We in CLC have the opportunity afforded by IYDP to re
examine ocur attitudes toward the handicapped or disabled.
Are our approaches to them as open as we are to other ming
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rities? Do we welcome the disabled into our local CLC com-
munities as full partners and equals, or are we over-pro-
tective? Do we, in seeking the "liberation of the whole per
son and of each person", work to support the disabled per~
sons in their rightful demand for justice?

"We all struggle with 1ife. We must.carry'thisstruggle
in a spirit of mutual love, inspired by Christ's teaching.
..In doing so we build a commun1ty'of1nterdependent people

and discover the Kingdom of Ged in our midst" (Pastoral
Statement of the US Bishops on Handicapped People, 1978)

Thomas I. MONAHAN

ECHOES

WHAT ARE WE DOING IN THE NETHERLANDS?

We just had our national meetlng of group-representat
1ves, and that makes it easy to give anoverall view of what
is going on in our small country For those who have lost.
track of us: we started CLC in 1974, after Rome'73, out
of nothing. Very carefully we formed until 1979 about 20
groups. Grass-root-level work, with only a few who had some
idea of what CLC should be.

To day we have fifteen CLC-groups, most have been to-
gether for 4 or more years.We lost groups due to all sorts
of reasons, main reason was that some wanted another kind
of spirituality.
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We were very thankful that for the first time we felt
at this meeting that CLC was dawning, was something worth~
while to get interested in, besides getting interested in
individual group-members, and getting interested 'in group-
methods. Most groups find strength and warmth in a deep
sharing of the Gospel. To some of you it may sound as if we
are very careful and not so outspoken. But therefore you
have to keep in mind that the more north in Europe you come
the more reserved people are. Add the very difficult sit
uation of the church, and you can guess why we are careful’,
After our annual meeting ‘we felt that.we could go ahead,
with the feeling that so many more were on the same path,
feeling, believing and searching the CLC-way of life.

We still organize information-and formation week-ends;
about three or four every year. We have started 1last year
to introduce formation days, and this year again we will
have two formation days, open for all members.One about'lg
natian spirituality and-prayer methods", given by Fr. Jan
van Deenen SJ, and another about '"Church today:what is pos
sible, what not possible?'" given by Fr. H.van Leeuwen SJ,
provincial. And apart from these days and week-ends, more
people are interested in the individuwally guided retreats.
We have a team together with Flanders that 'operates' dur-
ing the summermonth, and a team with our new Centre of Spi
rituality in Deventer. Also together with the Cenacle sis-
ters we start this fall the so called "At Home Retreats".
{Progressio Jan.'80). A pre-CLC effort is made with pupils
of our college and university. We are thinking of giving a
6-evening-course to introduce CLC to all ages,in some parts
of the Netherlands. Out of the French "année d'accueiland
the Indian "The More of Life" we made this year one book,in
spired by the German "workbook"”. The book was spontaneous—
1y called 'the golden book™... as its color is light yello
wish, so we sincerely hope that with this golden tool, we
can work at a 'golden' future.

Mary BLICKMAN

BRASIL ‘ )

The first session for CLC Assistants was held at Japui
ba, Rio de Janeiro, from 10th - 14th October. In all there
were 27 participants - 14 Jesuits, 1 diocesan priest, 8 §is
ters and 4 'lay people, This session was a wonderful opportu
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nity for gaining a better knowlédge of the CLC's and for pre
paring assistants for new groups which are just beginning.

‘ " Three lay persons (Gina, Raphael and Liceya) from the
"Council for Service" adapted experiences and techniques they

-had learnt at previous sessions in Rome and Santiago.In this

way they helped the participants experience, in 5 days, the
necessary steps for forming a CLC group and for assimilating
a little more the dynamics of a community.

Everyone was deeply involved in the programme and found
it a very fruitful experience,as the final evaluations clear
1y show. The presence of the Jesuit Provincial of the Cen-
tral-East province during the last day of the course,and his
message to the participants,were very encouraging and a sure
sign of the hope and interest that the Provincials of Brasil
are showing in the development of the CLC's.

The publishers '"Loyola de Sdoc Paulo® are going to pro-
duce a little booklet which will contain -the material pre-
sented during our session, together with an explanation of
the first steps towards establishing a CLC group.The assist
ant Provincial, Fr. Cesar Augustc S.J., has undertaken mnvz
sit other cities, to talk about and explain the CLC's.

The letter from Fr. Arrupe,read at the beginning of the
session, and the letter from Fr. Patrick 0'Sullivan, encour
aged us all greatly. . ‘

ZAIRE (Lubumbashi)

"Our group has been going for.7 months. A1l the 6 cou~
ples who compose the group have finally decided to give a
hundredth of their salary to the poor of the parish.It is a
small gesture, not amounting to very much at all, but never
theless a very significant one as the group wants to be con
cerned with the poorest in the parish. We also want to begif
the Spiritual Exercises in daily life, which will probably
be next month. All for now. Work well. Yours in Christ™.
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