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This issue is a long one - in fact,it is a double 
edition of Progressio; but we have thought it well 
worth the trouble, to give you a full account of 
all that happened at our recent Assembly in Sep­
tember. The first thing that has to be said is 
that Rome'79 was a mile-stone in the life of our 
Community (no slight on the metric system!). and 
that the International meeting of Youth ,Assisi' 
lias been a marvellous witness to the vi tal 
ouiYouth CLC. The account in the green 
gives ample evidence of this. 

{- ~ 

Prbgressio ',wa~ concerned that~Q~re .'s·hQtll~.;he'~ 
record 'of what:'·.t9'o~pl,fl:~e.dl,l:+il1g ~]1:0Ill~'7,9~'l:lMfsqi;}'{e:, 
askedJo~ I Tabora;j;t,Qm 't;he . P,ni H~f~ll~s'\":Y~,;J~:ri:t~..... 

,l,inaq::ount ofsH that happened1n;tlH.I,CQ1,lJ,'Sf);i,af 
·our'Assembly. Today we are most thankful£iJr':1:'l:-is 
initiative,because to read Joel's I!Journall!'i~r~tQ 
reU ve Rome' 79 •• He has succeeded in capturing the' 
central thread in the whole tapestry of the As­
sembly (pardon the poetic image.!). and in convey­
ing both the richness of its content, together with 
the various stages of its making .And so we are haE 
py to put in the hands of our readers an account or 
Rome' 79 that is both livelyand accurate-and there 
fore significant for all those interested in the 
CLC's. For reasons of space ,we have not been able 
to reproduce all that Joel recorded, but in our 
edi ting we have been careful to be faithful to the 
basic c-ontent of his record. 

We introduce this issue with a letter from Tobie 
Zakia, the new President of our world Community. 

We now enter into the time after Rome'79, a new 

period in our common history. The beginning of the 

New Year is traditionally a time for. making reso­

lutions. May we encourage one another to .take up 

the resolution of Rome'79 - so clearly enuntiated 

to us. In this way,we will offer ourselves to be, 

and hopefully become humble servants cooperating in 

the service of one world - and effective signs of 

the grace that was given us through Rome'79. 
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"By this will men know you are my 
disciples; if you love one another as 
I have loved you". 

Dear Friends, 

On the occasion of my election, I would like to take 
this opportunity, through Progressio, to say to each of 
you, and to each local community how very much present you 
are to me - in my thoughts, in my heart and in my prayers. 

Your delegates have returned to their. respective coun 
tries, telling of what we have experienced during Rome'79~ 
They are filled with hope and their "hearts are burning", 
like the disciples on the way to Emmaus.They will be eager 
t9 share the privi1ege~ times we have experienced together:
tImes of JOY, expectatIon, prayer and thanksgiving. 

Yes,we can say that Christ was present among us ,since 
we were gathered in His name. We have decided to be a world 
community, at the service of one world. 

This decision involves more than the delegates who 
were at Rome'79. It involves each one of us at a very deep 
level, for how can we witness to Christ and His coming if 
we are not capable o~ being united around His Word? 
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The. Assembly of RO)Jle is the common exp:ression of a 
greater demand addressed to us to go eyen fHrther along 
the li.nesof our previous· assembli.es of; Augshurg iind Mani ..... 
la. FOr we knowt~at the option "towards a worldco)lJmunity" 
is not a tu:rning i.n On o.urself,hut the desire tQ beat the 
service of men, and so a desire to be opentQ the needs of 
our brothers in the world of today. 

We want to live this community in the Church, that is 
to say, we want to bring our specific contribution to the 
Body of Christ of which we are part - withour thinking we 
have the monopoly of the Holy Spirit or of the truth. We 
certainly are unique, but we are not the only ones in that 
category nor are we the only ones in the Church. 

We have become aware that our community of lay people
by "its apostolate participates in the salvific mission of 
the Church" (Vatican II). This is an orientation that we 
must explore and develop in the years ahead. 

This community of ours that we all want to live - we 
. would like to see it develop the followin,.g characteristics: 

- welcoming to its new members 
- fraternally demanding with regard to· those who are al­

ready members. 
prophetic, that is to say, declaring that the risen 
Christ leads up, by the action of His Spirit,to overcome 
our d"ivisions 

- apostolic, in the sense of furthering the development of 
other communities in the· Church, whether they share our 
Ignatian Spirituality or draw on another spirituality 

- missionary, in the sense of identifying with the preoc­
cupations 'of our brothers in the world of today, and 
working for peace and justice. 

I have wanted to share these few reflections with you
in addition to what your delegates will report. And of 
course this sharing cannot be just a one-way affair. I 
count, as does the Executive Council, on your support
through your prayers, your reflections, your suggestions. 
your criticism and your approval. 

Do not hesitate to write to me and to speak tOllJembe;rs 
of the Executive Council. I am sure there is no need to 
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· add th.at you will.be consul ted at each stage o£ Qur progress 
tow;;rrds' a world conununity ; a cOII\lllunity only lives .through 
an open a,nd s'usta.illed co:iumunicationbe.tween' its members. 

Finally, faced by this mystery of what it is to be a 
community,let us recall that - "If the Lord does not build 
the house, in vain do its builders labour". (Psalm 126). 

At your service in Christ, 

Tobie Zakia 

President 
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ROMA' 79 
TOWARDS A WORLD COMMUNITY AT THE SERVICE OF ONE WORLD 

Officially the 8th General Assembly of the World Fed­
eration of Christian Life Communities was opened in Villa 
Cavalletti on Saturday, September 8, the feast of the Na­
tivity of Our Lady and the 25th anniversary of the World 

. Federation of CLC,by Hildegard Ehrtmann, acting president 
of the CLC. 

But most of the delegates to this world gathering of 
CLCers, representing Christian Life Communi ties all over 
the world, had already arrived the day before. Many, fa­
tigued by the 'train ride to Rome or suffering from the ri£ 
ours of jet lag, were tired upon arrival. Nevertheless no 
one seemed too tired to wrap one's arms around old friends, 
no't seen since the Formation Course of 1978 or MANILA' 76 
or AUGSBURG'73.No one seemed too tired to begin overcoming 
the shyness in the smiles of a host of new faces, smiles 
which in the course of the week would express the joy of a 
new friendship, renewed commitments and deepened insights 
into the nuanced role of CLCs in the world today. Even on 
that very first day when everything was still unofficial 
and when in the evening a wine red moon glowed in the Roman 

·sky. nobody doubted that much was going to happen. The 
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simple evening Eucharist led by Lawrence Ananda from Sri 
Lanka suggested that the days ahead would be like a journey 
of the apostles on the way to Emmanus, a journey in which 
through the breaking of the bread, Christ would be discov­
ered in the face, in the new smile, in the burning heart 
of the newly met pilgrim on the way. The evening prayer, 
based on John 1:32 promised the same.Each of the delegates 
had accepted a simple invitation: Come and see! From all 
over the world they had come. Everyone knew there was much 
they would be given to see. 

FORMAL OPENING AND WELCm.m 

It was with emotions of joy and pain that Hildegard 
opened the Assembly at 9:00 a.m. Just a few minutes ear­
lier ,delegates had for the first time entered the assembly 
hall at Villa Cavalletti. The sunny late summer weather 
intensified the warmth in the room, as delegates, noticea­
bly refreshed by the evening's rest, cheerily greeted each 
other, took seats at random and opened folders, prepared 
for them by the Assembly staff and arrangements committee 
in Spanish, French and English. Some of the delegates spon 
taneously began discovering the mysteries of the transis= 
tori zed translation equipment, even before Jose Antonio 
Esquivel, chairperson for the day, explained its use. That 
delegates were actually present from 42 different coun­
tries, that the international character of the CLC could 
once again be felt in the air, that the Assembly was tak­
ing place in Villa Cavalletti, Villa of the Jesuit Curia 
in Rome, but also home of many significant ~ersonal and 
communal exp'eriences of the World Federation, that· account 
ed for the joy in the acting president's voice, as she 
welcomed all to the Assembly and thanked especially the 
members of the Italian Federation for shouldering the 
burdens of being its hosts. 

But there was also pain in Hildegard's voice, for 
she, officially vice-president of the World Federation, 
was now acting as president. The World Federation'spresi­
dent since Manila'76, Marte Vinzons of the Philippines, 
had not been able to leave his country for reasons of 
health. Furthermore the World Federation's Ecclesiastical 
Assistant, Mgr. Rene Audet of Joliette, Canada, hindered 
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by urgent matters in his diocese had sent regrets for not 
being able to attend. Pain notwithstanding. Hildegard's 
welcome was as sincere as it was challenging. The prepara­
tions for this Assembly, she reminded all, had begun much 
earlier than in VillaCavalletti. They had begun in the 
aspirations unto liberation of Augsburg' 73. They were 
continued in the experience of poverty and in the options
for the poor in Manila'76. They were intensified through 
the election of delegates by local federations which had 
given those present the concrete mandate to prepare for 
and to represent them at. the World Assembly.It was in prar 
er and reflection aided by three different preparatory
mailings that delegates had prepared themselves,and it 
was in .the humble, open strength of that continued prayer­
fuln~ss that the delegates were to tackle thebllsiness of 
the A!lsembly: 
1. 	to see and savour once again the special charism of the 

CLC; 
2. 	 to confront the reality of actual CLCs in the world to­

day; 
3. 	 to deliberate over the possibility of a concrete CLC 

orientation towards a World Community at the service of 
one world. 

Something of that world community could already be 
celebrated as Jose Antonio called on each of the 42 dele'ga'
tions to rise and be welcomed by the Assemb.ly. Joy was evT 
dent not only in the vigorous applause given each of the 
delegations, but in the brightness on the faces of the del 
egates welcomed and welcoming, each a bi t amaze'd that sucK 
a :'small and insignificant group as the CLC with no great 
names and no great achievements to point to" could be bles 
sed with the gift of such an international gathering. 

On leaving the Assembly room, the delegates were 
deftly led through a series of exercises-by Jose Antonio 
Esquivel-which enabled the delegates to meet one another 
generally, and in particular fellow members of the small 
groups, arranged according to languages (3 Spanish, 3 
French and 7 English speaking groups). 

Then followed lunch in the grounds of Villa Cavallet ­
ti, hosted most graciously by the Italian Federation. 
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l 
GELBERATION OF THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WFCLC [ 

! 
The opening, of the Assembly on the 8th of September! 79 f 

was significant not only because it was the birthday of 
Mary but also because it marked to the very day the 25th 
year of the World Federation. Thus when the delegates at 
3.30 p.m., rested from the noonday meal, gathered once 
again in the Assembly hall, they were treated to a presen­
tation of the history of the CLC by none other than Fr. 
Louis Paulussen SJ, the unassuming Jesuit who with more 
than 28 years of his life had written some of the most 
significant pages of that history. It was thus that Fr. 
Paulussen didn't have to read. He spoke freely, shared 
memories, shared life. The entire history of" the CLC ­
from its foundation in Jesus Christ and the Ignatian fol­
lowing of Jesus Christ through the first Jesuit dependant 
Marian Congregation in 1563, through its quantitative mul­
tiplication but spiritual decline after the suppression of 
the Society of Jesus in 1773, to the renewal urged by Pope 
Pius XII's Bis Saeculari, the establ'ishment of the World 
Federation in 1954, the adoption of the General Principles 
in 1967,to the "reality" of the CLC World Community at the 
service of one world- Fr. Paulussen presented as a chalice 
of lived participation in the Paschal Mystery, a vessel 
formed in the fire of the Spirit, whose base was Jesus 
Christ and whose content was Jesus Christ. 

What Fr.Paulussen did not say was how after the publi 
cation of Bis Saeculari it was he who discerned that th~ 
renewal to the MarIan Sodalities could not be the exclu­
sive work of Jesuits; it was he who saw that the movement 
had to be renewed by laymen, imbued with the Ignatian Spir
it, and it was therefore he who strongly encouraged CLC 
groups to make the Exercises. 

Respecting Fr. Paulussen's modesty, what therefore 
could have been an occasion of praise and honor for him was 
transformed into a moment of praise and thankseiving to the 
Lord, who had given the movement "the gift .of Fr. Paulus.,­
sen, a man according to his heart". Gil1n Carlo Murko 
vic. youth representative on the WFCLC Executive Council-; 
later expressed thanks to Fr. Paulussen in the name of the 
youth. 

No one in the assembly hall was not moved by the sim­
ple tribute to grace. 
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More than 3S priests garbed in albs and stoles marched 
into the main chapel, filled not only with delegates but 
also with CLC youts who had arrived £or the celebration 
from Naples. The CLC's newly appointed Vice-Ecclesiastical 
Assistant, Fr. Patrick O'Sullivan, led the liturgy and sum 
med up in his homily the spirit of the day. As Fr. Paulus= 
sen had presented the history of the CLC as a chalice of 
participation in the paschal mystery, - Patrick reminded 
how Mary mothers the Word in our hearts, the Word that 
unifies communities, unifies divided worlds and speaks the 
mandate of CLC service. 

The rest of the day was celebration deep into the 
night, the dining hall had been rearranged to welcome the 
delegates to a festival of song from Youth CLC members 
from Naples. Emceeing were both Italy's Francesco Botta SJ 
and the charming Mario Jacobitti of Naples. The lead solo­
ist was Antonio Diosmundi, but eventually all joined in on 
the festive singing. It was that festivity which embraced 
the group as pairs of delegates towards the end of the pr~ 
sentation spontaneously celebrated community in twirling 
neapolitan dance. 

§~~~er~_§~E!~~~~r_~~_§~£Q~~_~~r 

With Clara Julia Migliaro as chairperson for the day, 
the delegates met at 8.30 a.m. in the Assembly hall, for a 
brief session with Dominic Maruca SJ - before setting off 
for the Papal Audience at Castel Gandolfo. (Originally the 
Audience with the Pope had been scheduled for the end of 

-the Assembly, but with his forthcoming trips to Ireland, 
U.S.A. and the United Nations, the Audience had been 
rescheduled for Sunday). 

Dominic's contribution to the dynamics of the As­
sembly's 10 days was to be of gre.a t service - and so it 
was most appropriate that his first action was to recall 
the memory of his predecessor, Horacio de la Costa, who 
since Manila' 76 had passed away.' He led the Assembly in 
prayer and thanksgiving for Horacio. . 

To describe his role to the Assembly, Dominic chose 
the word 'navigator'. It would be his function in an As­
sembly which had posed such an open question as that of 
"one community at the service of one world", to listen to 
the winds and be sensitive to the waves, and chart the 
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position of the ship on its way. His role therefore was to 
help the Assembly in its own discernment, not in dictating 
the content of that discernment but in ~rticulating its 
method. He thereby likened his role to that of a guide of 
the Spiritual Exercises. He would be listening in to the 
"dialogue of love" between the delegates and Yahweh. He 
thus presented himself as available to speak with anyone 
who wished to speak with him. 

In this spirit Dominic invited the delegates, having 
celebrated the 25th anniversary of the federation the 
previous day, to think 25 years ahead and thus appreciate 
the special role each had in serving the world community 
of CLC~ He also articulated the special significance of 
the visit to the Pope, underlining the -difference between 
the delegates and tourists:the Assembly would be following 
in the footsteps of Ignatius "who had the ecclesial 
instinct to turn to the Holy Father to help discern the 
will of God". 

The delegates spent some time at Castel Gandolfo, in 
one of the reception rooms, listening to and watching the 
Pope give an audience to a large group of people in the 
inner courtyard. 

When he entered the audience hall. where the CLC was 
gathered, the delegates welcomed him with vi gorous applause. 
John Paul II walked down the centre aisle ,stopping personal 
ly to greet delegates standing near the aisles.Soon he was 
si tting casually on his throne, listening intently to Hilde 
gard, as she in the name of the CLC greeted him, expresseo 
sincere gratitude for his having granted the audience, and 
requested that he give the assembled group "some words and 
your blessing, because we want to follow Christ in His 
Church - like Ignatius did - never to move unless we receive 
the confirmation of the visible Head of the Church : The 
Vicar of Christ". 

The Pope, responding first in German, then in English 
expressed surprise at the number of languages and countries 
represented in the Assembly. Then, reading from a prepared 
text, handed to him by one of his aides, he addressed the 
group. 
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"fJr.othelt.6 and Si.6telt.6 06 the !I.oltld Fedelr-ation 06 
Chlti.6:tian Li6e Communitie.6: 

You have been .60 good a.6 to come to .6ee me at the 
beginning 06 YOU4 Geneltal Council Meeting. 1 am happy to 
meet you and to a.6.6ulr-e you 06 my pltayelt6ul intelte.6t a~ you 
undelttab.e a peltiod 06 lte6lection on how to w04k 601t a woltld 
community at the J.>eltvice 06 one wOlr-ld. 

Thi.6 aim 06 youltJ.> meanJ.> making people open out in Olr-­
delt to entelt into communicatio n with otheltJ.>, J.> aying to them, 
aJ.> JeJ.>uJ.> .6aid to the dea6 mute in today'.6 GO.6pel Ir-eading 
"Ephphatha", that iJ.>, "Ee opened". !At>. mu~t blteak out06 the 
YtaltltOW lim-it.6 06 J.>el6-centltedneM, que-6tion-ing oult li6e­
.6tyle in olr-delt to -6ee in what wa.y -it 6a-il-6 to 4e.6pond to 
God'.6 call to l-ive a.6 the one human 6amily 06 which we alte 
all membelt.6, and tlty-ing to d-i~celtn the .6pilr-itual and mate­
Itial need.6 06 OUIt bltOtheltJ.> and .6i.6telt~ thltOughout the woltld 
that, Ir-equilte OUIt a.6J.>iJ.>ta.nce. 

rhL6 ta..o k .i~ not an eaJ.>Y one. liLt thltough the powelt 
06 JeJ.>u~ .i{ .iJ.> not .impoJ.>J.>.ible. 1 .invoke h.i-6 aJ.>.6.iJ.>tance on 
yoult delibeltation.6 and on the e66olttJ.> 06 the .individual 
Chlti~tian L.i6e CommunitieJ.> to achieve th.iJ.> aim. And in hiJ.> 
name 1 ble-6J.> each one.06 you and the othelt membelt-6 06 yoult 
movement. I 

Back at Villa Cavalletti,the delegates met in General 
Assembly. With warm applause the delegations from Zambia 
and Lesotho, who had arrived the night.before, were formal 
ly welcomed to the Assembly. Then Clara Julia speaking in 
Spanish, explained that it would be the task of the rest 
of the afternoon for the delegates first in solitude then 
in their small groups to reflect on the experience of the 
Papal audience. and then on its significance. To this end 
Sidney D'Souza offered eight attitudes as possible helps 
to the delegates in small groups: openness; prayerful re~ 
flections, and attitude of listening to self, to others to 
God speaking clearly through the Holy Father; attitudes of 
sharing, of non judgemental mutual acceptance,of reverence 
of the other as a mouth-piece of God, of responsibility. 

Once again despite initial difficulties in getting 
the Pope 's words translated into French, Spanish and (ir'on 
ically enough due to a malfunctioning tape recorder!) into 
the original English, the AS$embly once again listened to 
the Pope ',s words and then dispersed. 
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The delegates prayed alone and in small groups. They 
were "an ins~gnificarit obscure group with no great achieve 
ments to point to". They had received "some words" from 
the Pope. They had received his blessing. 

There was beauty, consolation and something of bliss 
in the celebration of the Indian liturgy that Sunday eve­
ning. The Indian hymns were low keyed,rythmic repetitions 
of man's interiority aspiring for the light,the truth, the 
immortality,the peace of divinity's unique simplicity. The 
main celebrant,Sidney, vested with the grace of the Indian 
culture, was welcomed with' the lighted Arati lamp, with 
which he in turn welcomed the people. The liturgy was cath 
olic, but its incarnation Indian. 

Leaving the liturgy each delegate - symbolized in a 
savored crystal of sugar - brought the sweetness of Chris­
tianity into the world; each delegate - symbolized in red 
sandlewood paste which adorned his forhead - brought into 
the world the fragrance of divinity. The experience of 
internationality, catholicity in thi~ expression of Indian 
particularity belonged to the grace of the evening. 

Dominic summed up the day as a day of the senses:"Not 
a sensational day , . but a day of the senses" .He invited the 
delegates to use the five senses to relish the day's bles­
sings, but h@ also insisted that all consciously deal with 
those experiences which produced negative feeling within. 
Sharing his own experience, he suggested that the best way 
to go to sleep is to chuckle at the events of the day, to 
laugh, even if it must be on credit. 

TOWARDS A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE CLC CHARISM 

The next two and a half days - till Wednesday noon ­
were to deepen the General Assembly's understanding and ap 
preciation of its own charism as CLC. Father Paulussen haCT 
already recalled its history, the visit of the Pope had 
blessed its present activity, and these. days were to win, 
insights into the group's mystery. 

Scheduled for Monday. morning at 9 :00 a.m. was a presen
tation by John Reilly SJ of the Charism of the CLC in 
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three parts: its spirituality, its community and. its mis­
sion. Ft. Reilly was introduced to the Assembly by Hagda­
lena Palencia, chairperson of the day, as "John" or "Juan" 
coming originally from Australia, who, as a Jesuit, was 
missionary to India, where he was ordained; having left 
India he joined the EAPI in Manila for 2 years before 
completing a do~torate on Christology in Rome's Gregorian 
University. 

John himself prefaced his talk with the statement that 
he himself had no real contact with the CLC, and that he 
was speaking on the basis of his study of CLC documents 
since 1967, and of his missionary experience in India, Ma­
nila, Indonesia and Burma, and on his own personal involve 
ment as a J~suit in guiding directed retreats. 

Yet John was able with clarity and precision to trace 
the roots of the CLC's charism to its Ignatian orlglns, 
careful(even against his own prepared text) to distinguish 
it from the religious spirituality of the Jesuits.Assuming 
that a charism is a spirituality before it is a way of 
being with or for others, John used three triangles as a 
help to clarify that spirituality. 

The first depicted the threefold human vocation, by 
birth, to self, to relation with others and to work with 
others; 
the second triangle depicted the threefold Christian vo­
cation, by baptism, to faith, to love and to mission; 
the third depicted the CLC's char ism as a threefold speci­
fication of the christian human vocation : a vocation to 
live one's christian surrender to the Gospel through "the 
Spiritual Exercises", to live one's Christian vocation to 
love as "friends in the Lord", to live one's christian vo­
cation to mission in the 'magis', in seeking the greater 
service. 

Referring thus to the CLC's spirituality based on the 
Spiritual Exercises,John articulated seven basic attitudes 
as emerging from the Spiritual Exercises : Genuine Wonder 
(indifference); Personal Neediness (need for healing); 
Radical Turning (metanoia); Total offering (Kingdom); 
Concrete Commitment (Two Standards, 3 Classes of Hen, dis,.. 
cernment); Sacrificial Compassion (3rd week); Spiritual 
Consolation (4th wee~). He mentioned explicity in his con­
clusion, Mary's role as "the model for anyone who strives 
to live a truly Ignatian Spirituality in the Church". 
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There was an appreciative ovation when John had fin­
ished this first part of the presentation. Its depth and 
clarity had been well received and appreciated. The second 
part of his presentation on community and the third part 
on mission was scheduled for 11:00 a.m. But while the dele 
gates were drinking coffee and exchanging comments on the 
talk, Dominic Maruca called the facilitators to a huddle, 
who together discerned that perhaps the members of the As­
sembly wished to retire to the silence of a chapel or the 
solitude of their rooms to reflect on the rich matter John 
had presented. It was a "profound principle" Dominic later 
proclaimed to the re-assembled group, that "the ear can 
secure only what the rear can endure". And so each retired 
for an hour of private refl~ction, after which they ~ere 
to meet one another for an hour of sharing, within the 
small groups. 

When in the afternoon at 4:00 the Assembly returned, 
John began by explaning that he had not received the. 
mandate to treat the commun~ty and service aspects of CLC 
charism in detail, that is, in relation to th~ Spiritual 
Exercises. That was a challenge left to the Assembly. Thus 
recalling the three triangles of the morning and that CLC 
charism specifies the foundation of Christian and human 
vocation,John presented CLC community as one way of foster 
ing "every genuine human aspiration" and of "challenging 
each one to the sacrificial life both announced and given 
to man in the Gospel". But he left open the specific 
contours of that one way. 

From another perspective he recalled all Christian com 
munities can be characterized by: communal sharing - KOINO 
NIA; proclamation of the Gospel - KERYGMA; and service ~ 
DIAKONIA. But he left open the manner CLC can be that com­
munity.John, however, suggested that the "specific nature" 
of community for CLC,"friends in the Lord",is a consequence 
of "a deep surrender to the love of Christ felt in one's 
heart and of a generous commitment to the greater service 
of Christ among men". He supported this view, firstly. on 
the early history of Ignatius and his nine friends in the 
Lord, themselves having surrendered to the love of Christ 
and desiring to share in apostolic work among men for 
Christ; and secondly, on the attitude awakened through the 
Spiritual Exercises in the Exercitant. Ih the love of 
"Friends in the Lord" he suggested 3 requirements: 
- love shared (community) 
- love welcomed (faith) 
- love given (mission) 
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and stressed particulary that love ~iven must be love not 
only pulled by others' needs ,but pus ed by the Lord sending. 

But exactly how that friendship in the Lord, is today 
to be lived and experienced in the CLC, h.e left to the As­
sembly. 

There was a short "buz zing period", opportuni ty for chat 
ting - then John went on to the third point of his presenta 
tion: mission. ­

The missionary service of the CLC derives both its pur 
pose and style 'from the missionary ideal of Ignatius and the 
first Jesuits. The Spiritual Exercises had, however, given 
the first Jesuits their initial experience of Christ and his 
Gospel when all, except one, were still laymen:that is the 
first GLC. Having reviewed the mission-service discerned by 
the first Jesuits, "a missionary service in the Church for 
the defense and spread of Christian faith and for the advanc~ 
ment of persons in Christian Life and truth" ,John quoted the 
restatement by the last Jesuit CongregatIon of that mis­
sion: "The mission of the Society of Jesus today is the 
service of the faith of which the promotion of justice is 
an absolute requirement" (32 Gen. Congr., Dec.4, no.2). It 
\'las a suggestion that, since the CLC's missionary thrust 
derives from the same spirituality, the CLC seriously con 
sider that formulation as a possible formulation of its own:­
John, however, once again stressed that CLC mission is 
Eushed by God, and not merely by needs; "a contemplation 
in action", a finding God in a11 things that is in the first 
place an expression of Christian faith in God and Christian 
love of one another. 

At 7:00 p.m. after the delegates had met in small 
groups they gathered in the chapel around the Lord! stable. 
The music from Colombia, Mexico and Brazil expressed the 
joy and exuberance of Latin American festivity. The voice 
of the main celebrant, .Juan Miguel Leturia, however, gave 
expression to the suffering of people under an oppressive 
regime, a voice which resonated in the hearts of so many 
delegates representing oppressed peoples. Between joy and 
suffering, celebration and sorrow, the promise of libera 
tion and the experience of oppression, there was tension 
and Juan Miguel voiced it as he wove into the Eucharist Li 
turgy, the seven basic Ignatian attitudes of faith .as John 
had presented them. At the opening of the !.;ass, Genuine 
Wonder; at the Confi teor, Personal Need for Healing resul 
ting in Radical Turning; at the Offertory, Total Offering 
followed by Concrete Commitment; at the Consecration,reca,!. 
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lling ,the memory of Hi,s sacrificial death, Sacrificial Com 
passion i but iIi unity with and nourished by theresu:rrection 
of Chris't, in Communion, Spiritual Consolation. 'It' was a 
Mass of human dignity sayLng yes to a liberating Lord. 

Dominic described the day as one of "pleasant sailing" 
with a strong wind'coming from Australia. 

He nevertheless urged the delegates to deal with those 
points that "move interiorly", savoring them, or asking 
God why they were there.Hepointed out,among other things, 
the tension between reverencing the continuity with the 
past and facing the challenge in the future. As the umbil­
ical cord must be cut at birth " and the youth must be c,ut 
free from his mother's apron strings he asked whether it 
was not now time to cut the CLC away from the Jesuit, cinc­
ture in order that it might enjoy more spiritual space. 

Psalm 139 was his offer for the next morning's prayer 
inviting the delegates to savour the graced particularity 
of its individual charism, its vocation. 

I 
! 
ITuesday was a day for small groups and only one plenary 

session was ~planned for the evening. Al though 3 categories r 
of small groups had been constituted according to languages, 
care had been taken that the membership within the groups 
remained international. 

Communication nevertheless succeeded.Each had a faCi1 
itator who, besides acting as liason between the Executive 
Council and group ,shepherded the dynamics within the group. 
In t,he course of the General Assembly there were at least 
12 small group meetings,each of which began and ended with 
a prayer, sometimes shared, or a reading from scripture or 
a song. 

There were different ways in which the small groups 
came into communication with each other. In the initial 
phase of the General Assembly the most obvious stimulus to 
the group was provided by John's talks. These had been ! 
reproduced and guide questions had been formulated for ~~,"",,'
optional use in the groups .Sidney D' Souza had also suggested , 
that the members ,confronted with Joh~'s presentation,share 

I 
~,, 
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their understanding pf it, their experiences of its con­
tent,and that they then share convergences and divergences 
of understanding and experiences within the group. 

The Spirit was joy at the African Eucharist at 11:15 
a.m. Perpetua and Felicita Katepa using a hollow petrol 
container and an inverted guitar,provided the beats to the 
happy tunes from Zambia and Lesotho. David Norris SJ from 
Zambia was main concelebrant. He appeared in vestments 
resembling the skin of a leopard. Fr. Clement Ntlou, mn. 
from Lesotho wore a native garb. The happiness of song and 
dance accompanied the offering of the gifts. During the 
consecration Fr. Clement, to the shrill "cheer" of Sr. 
Theresa Noosi, also from" Lesotho, and to the elation of 
th,e community performed the MOABELO, a danced african sal~ 
te of joy and praise to the Lord, who was present. A three 
fold clapping of hands was the expression of the Lord's 
peace; and in keeping with african tradition, hands were 
washed before partaking in the Lord's Banquet. The Spirit 
was joy, even while, after Mass, first shyly then happily,
the Holy People of God danced back into the world. 

The single plenary session for the day was an opportu
nity for questions and clarifications on John's talks. The 
delegates had formulated questions in writing, but ~here 
was also to be opportunity for questioning from the floor. 
After the Italiana~rangementcommittee had led the singing
of the Ave Maria,Gian Carlo Murkovic,chairing the session, 
turned over the floor to John. 

There were questions on the differences between 
Ignatian Jesuit's spirituality and Ignatian lay spirituali 
ty, on the relation between suffering and mission, on the 
difference between the CLC and Basic Christian Communities, 
on the role of communal discernment in the CLC's spiritual 
ity, on the relevance of the Jesuit interpretation of the 
mission today to the interpretation of the CLC, on the 
specific character of poverty to be lived in CLC in the 
context of justice in the world today. 

Responding to what seemed to be the most recurring 
question regarding his talk, John spent most of his time 

'on the first question. First he recalled the etymology of 
the word 'lay' as coming from LAOS, the early christian 
translation of the original hebrew word referring to the 
Holy People of Yahweh. Its Christian usage referred to the 
new Holy People of God in Christ - quite different, he 
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stressed,from its common usage connoting (over and against 
priests and religious) "the people who are' not holy". Yet, 
he insisted, the Christi~n people of God is sanctified 
by the water of baptism, the oil of confirmation, the 
bread of the Eucharist. In relation to this people,priests 
are ministers - ministers of the Word, of the Sacrament. 
The rellgious though not constituded by a specific sacra­
ment are a "special class" of witnesses to what is at the 
base of every person's holiness: celibacy, obedience and 
poverty. To illustrate this John offered the following 
diagram: 

The triangle represents God I s movement into the secular 
world, represented by th~ circle. Where God's movement and 
the secular world converge is Church(shaded area) :the holy 
people of God. John suggested priests minister within the 
Church, while the lay people are the natural missionaries 
of the Church into the secular world., In the world, but 
apart from it, the religious have an "unnatural vocation" 
of looking to and witnessing to the transcendent realities 
of the faith. This they do in different ways:the monk pra:r 
ing and working within his cloister (ora et labora), the 
mendicant sharing with the secular world that which is 
contemplated within the cloister (contemplata tradere),the 
Jesui t seeking contemplation in apostohc actl0ntconte1Jl1~a­
tio . in actione). While the Jesuit does not functiona lze 
h1S communi ty there is, relative to other religious charisms. 
a subordination of the community to the apostolate. 

Since the Spiritual Exercises are common to the Jesuits 
and the CLCs, it can therefore be expected that ~ommon to 
both would be the centrality of the person and activity of 
Jesus Christ as,experienced in the Spiritual Exercises,and 
possibly also the similar subordination oi community to th.e 
apostolate. Where Jesuits and CLCs diverge is in the celi­
bacy of the Jesuits, in the specific tradition of the 
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Jesuits to which the CLCs are not bound, and in the living 
as religious apart .from thewoUd. Our speakersllggested 
that the CLC may at the moment be "too re!Jgious"and tha.t 
it may still have to .face th.e task9f discovering its se'cu 
lar holiness' i.nthe world, . .­

.Concernipg the relation between suffering and 1llis'sion 
John recalled that christian mission is the action of Jesus 
Christ in the World. It starts with God's mysterious love 
for men revealed in Christ's SUffering. Christian Mission 
without suffering is therefore impossible. This is fUTtfier 
more reflected in the Ignatian meditations on the Kingdom 
and on the "Two Standards". Suffering seems to be a privi­
liged place for the Gospel : for proclaiming and welcoming 
it. He then suggested that the CLC must make its own 
specific and concrete applicatio~ of these truths to their 
situation in the world today - not as "baby Jesuits" but 
as a lay branch of Ignatian Spirituality. 

To differentiate Basic Christian Communities from the 
CLC,John on the basis of his missionary contact with Basic 
Christian Communities,suggested that the Basic Communities 
are a response to a felt need for companionship and support, 
sometimes experienced in the need to spread the Gospel, 

,sometimes in the need to organize according to the marxist 
inspiration. In contrast he suggested that the CLCs pri­
mary th rus t for communi ty comes not from. a need ,but from 
C h r i s t. He saw this illustrated in the 9 companions 
who gathered around Ignatius because they had experienced 
Christ in a special way in the Spiritual Exercises.CLC com 
munity is .a "push" rather than a "pull". 

Asked where he would fit the communal discernment of 
the CLC into his presentation of the CLC's spirituality, 
community and mission,John said he would subordinate it to 
mission, as the apparatus by which the push to 1llission is 
experienced. This, he however , distinguished from th,e spi­
ritual discernment of the Exercises. 

Asked whether the Jesuits declaration that "the mis .. 
sion of the Jesuits today is the service of the faith, of 
which the promotion of justice is an absolute requirement"
necessarily flows into the CLC, he answered that since 
it was the Jesuits restatement of its mission based on the 
same Ignatian charism shared in the CLC, it at least 
forced the question to the CLC as to whether that too was 
a valid interpretation for itself as a lay branch of the 
Ignatian family. . 
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Concerning the manner in which poyerty is to be lived 
i.n the CLC i.n the context ·of injustice in the world today, 
John left the concrete details of CLC' s ideal poverty open, 
but stJ;essed the relation of that poverty to compassion, 
to su£fering~wi th (not pitying} Christ in the 3rd week of 
the Exercises, who is to ourselves not merely a memory but 
real in the exploited, the poor, the voiceless. Drawn by 
his own compassion with Christ, Ignatius too wanted to ex­
perience poverty. It was also in his experience of Christ 
that he was driven by God's love,not merely by other needs, 
to missionary service. John stressed, missionary service 
is not merely social service. Mission involves a push and 
a pull. Faith, as the response to the love of God urges 
that faith be made visible in the world, and pushes the 

.person 	to make faith visible in the world; where there is 
Christian'mission,the needs of the poor and oppressed pun 
the apostles in the hope enabled by faith. 

John also left the details of the concrete differences 
between the CLe's apostolate and the Jesuits apostolate 
open. But he did mention that if it be Ignatian, it should 
first, have a strong focus on the person of Christ;second, 
it should have an experience of Christ suffering ,humilated, 
obscure; and third, it should involve total commitment. 

The last question of the evening session came from Alex 
Lefrarrk of Germany. He asked the speaker to point out the 
signs he saw indicating that the CLC was "too religious", 

. i. e. had not yet faced the task 0 f discovering its holiness 
in the world. John replied that some of the feedback he'd 
received on his own talk complained that it had not been lay
enough. That, he asserted, indicated an insecurity in the 
group with regard· to its own layness, since a secure group 
would have been able to accept without difficulty a talk on 
the CLC' s charism - even if necessarily tinged by the speak 
er's view~point as a religious. The second reason he gave 
was what he considered to be a lack of documents formulat­
ing adequately the CLe's lay identity. 

Dominic Maruca at 9:00 p.m. offered for the next 
morning's contemplation ~fr 4:35-41 - the account of the 
storm on the lake. 

There had been much importa~t sharing and listening, 
discerning and searching that day. Those delegates who from 
the day's activity were not too fatigued COUldn't help be­
fore leaving the Assembly Hall noticing the posters on the 
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wall - posters put. up by national delegations depicting the 
hard human realities of home. Images of loneliness in Aus­
tria,of tensions between natives and foreigners in Holland, 
of terrorism in Ireland, Italy ,Germany. From South Africa, 
pictures of efforts at black-whi te integration; from Zambia, 
images of tribalism, women exploited, broken homes. From 
Poland,a lighted candle wrapped around by barbed wire;from 
Hong Kong, the problem of the Vietnamese boat people seeking 
humanity in an overcrowded competitive,colonial city; from 
Indonesia, the faces of two happy parents enjoying their 
child contrasted with the outstretched hands of a multitude 
.reaching for food; from Colombia, graphs and statistics of 
an unjust distribution of land;from Mexico,the reality of a 
population which had doubled in IS years; from South America, 
the image of some bishops who wri te many words well, bu t take 
no' action ... There had been much important discussion that 
day - the differe-nce between jesuits and lay,but the posters 
in their silence had much to say. 

~~Q~~~geY~_~~~1~~Q~!_!~~_t!f1Y_~eY 

On Wednesday morning the sharing in the small groups 
continued on the CLC charism. It was the seventh formal 
meeting of the small groups, and till the third phase of 
the Assembly it was the last. 

The Eucharist at 11:45 on Wednesday morning was, a 
celebration of unity in diversity. The entrance song was 
sung in Dutch, the Kyrie in Japanese, the oratio in Lebane 
se; the reading of Col 3,1-11 was done in Chinese, the 
responsorial in Portuguese, the Alleluia was sung in Sri 
Lanka, and the Gospel (Lk. 6:27-38) proclaimed in Slove­
nian. 

The offertory procession was accompanied by Indone­
sian song, after which the Ignatian SUSCIPE was sung in 
Philipino. The sanctus was sung in German, the communion 
song in Maltese, Zambian and Gaelic, and the final hymn 
in Polish. Even those who were translating at that Mass 
were translating into tongues not their own, Sean into 
Spanish and Dermot into French, just as the canon was 
prayed in Latin. 

It was incredible how, despi te the di vers i ty of tongues, 
the atmosphere was not that of Babel, but rather that of 
Pentecost. No one could claim to have understood every­
thing said. but no one could claim to have misunde'rstood 
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what was beeing said. Alex who was principal concelebrant 
suggested it was a fitting way to accompany the General 
Assembly's transition from looking at the CLt's charismto 
looking at its reality. 

A LOOK AT THE CLC'S REALITY 

That look at the CLC's reality was to constitute the 
second phase of the General Assembly, beginning formally 
at the 4:00 p.m. plenary session on Wednesday afternoon, and 
ending three days later on Saturday evening. Jose Gsell 
introducing the second phase, suggested that the listening 
and sharing of the past days along with the review of the 
profound attitudes constitutive of the CLC charism, now 
urges us to look at the manner in which that charism was 
growing (or not growing) in each of the countries. Dominic 
later made clear that that look at reality may confront the 
group with how much it had fallen short of its aspiration, 
and that the only Christian way to look at that reality 
was in the light of all God had done for the CLC. Hence, 
that look at reality agaInSt the backdrop of God's faith­
ful grace would in the face of failures effect not guilt 
feelings - but contrition, not unhealthy, ego-centric 
depressive anxious guiltiness, but healthy, theo-centric 
unplifting peaceful contriteness. 

There was much that had to be seen.Fitst the national 
delegations met at 4:30 p.m. for one hour, then at 6:00 p. 
m. the. regions met. The regions were the Far East, India 
and Sri Lanka, the Middle East, Western Europe, Africa, 
North America and Latin America. 10 minute reports were 
prepared in writing for the following day. 

Dominic suggested at the day's end,that the delegates 
use such texts as Jr. 2:3-13, Bar. 1:13-22, and Micah 6:1­
8 with Deut. 6:8 or the Triple Colloquy (S.E. 63) to come 
to an awareness of sin. To be avoided was an individualis­
tic view of sin; to be regained a consciousness of social 
sin. He invited .al1 in the Ignatian manner to contrast 
the 1avisness of God's love for the CLC with the CLC's 
response to that love; to find in that contTast however an 
invitation to respond more fruitfully in the future. 
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FR. PEDRO ARRllJ;>E'S Tl\LK 

On Thursday morning the assembly hall had been freshly 
cleaned and the stin shone cheerily through the windows. 
There was special excitement in the air. fro Pedro Arrupe, 
Superior General of the Society of Jesris, was to address 
the Assembly.For that purpose the presentation of regional 
reports had been postponed for the afternoon session. The 
excitement was accented by a newly installed map of the 
world behind the speaker ' spodium,whose hugeness now imposed 
itself on the Assembly. As Fr. Arrupe enteredJthe Assembly 
qui tened down to listen to the Basque General who was doing 
so much to serve the CompanilJ. de Jesus founded by his 
famous Basque predecessor, Ignatius. 

He himself was not an imposing figure, and the map of 
the world behind him seemed to dwarf him,yet when he spoke, 
despite the tr~nslator's retraints on his speed, and often 
departing from his prepared text, the urgency in his voice 
and the challenge of his message engaged all in the Hall. 
He first expressed his pleasure at the theme of the General 
Assembly:'''Towards a World Community at the service of one 
world". He recalled how it was service which gripped Igna­
tius, first in the comeptitive wordly manner of a knight, 
but later out of love of God.It was this drive for service 
- based on love - that was contagious, that inflamed the 
first companions of Ignatius to join.themselves to that 
service. Here is where the Society 9f Jesus began : the 
foundation on which its constitutions were written. 

Fr. Arrupe then expressed joy that the CLCs look for 
their inspiration in this service. Recognizing its indepen·
dent Ignatian spirituality, he stressed that this ctC 
spirituality is not inferior to that of the Jesuits, but 
is a spirituality essentially lay. Precisely as a lay 
movement,the CLC is able to respond in a worldly manner to 
the world's needs. The consciousness of the world's needs 
urged in 1967 the leap from the J.1arian Congregations to 
the CLC, with its new name and statutes - a leap based not 
merely on a whim but on the teachings of Vatican II, e.g. 
the chapter on the laity in Lumen GentTum, but especially 
on the special decree on the Laity of 1965. Fr. Arrupe sUB. 
gested that CLC formation be based on these texts: a guiding
light for future service. 
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The General Principles hence mean its members must 
qmsecrate th.emselyes to working in the world Qrder: 

TO seek in the CLC "a spiri,tual refuge where the soul 
rests", Fr. ,A,rrupe stressed, is alien to the General Prin­

.ciples. He then mentioned 4'areas of life, where lay acti­
vity w*s urgently needed: the familial, civic and social; 
polit~cal and ecclesial spheres. He elaborated on all, ex­
cept the political ,not wishing to overstress the importance 
of the political over the other spheres. 

Closing, Fr. Arrupe. asserted that small groups are 
invaluable for the formation of persons with similar ideals, 
and he likened them to cells of the Lord's Mystical Body. 
On the other hand he warned that passivity is the cancer of 
~ll group~, ~nd wished the CLC every blessing for its action 
~n the serv~ce of one world. There was rousing applause 
after the speech. Many delegates had been aroused. During 
the question period which followed after a brief coffee 
break,Fr.Arrupe,responding primarily to written questions, 
confirmed that a married woman's apostolicity can be fully 
lived' in her own family, pointing out however, that the 
universality of such a woman's apostolate could be less 
universal than other apostolates.Otherwise Fr.Arrupe found 
himself answering questions articulated for the most part 
by Jesuits preserit. There were two lines of questioning. 

The ,fi~t line touched that area which Fr .Arrupe in his 
talk prefered not to stress: the political. Concerning pos
sible membership of CLCs in such methodologically violent 
political movements as that of the Sandinistas, Fr. Arrupe 
replied that, in principle, violence is always contrary to 
the Gospel, except when conscience dictates otherwise. Con 
cerning Marxism, Fr. Arrupe said that although Harxism may 
have its' meri is, it nevertheless, in its denial of man's 
transcendance and of all that is transcendent ,mutilates man 
in a manner irreconcilable with the Gospel. Marxism may be 
studied,he said, but ought to be studied with care.Respond 
ing to a complaint that CLC members in political partie~ 
doll.' t feel the support of the Church ,he said that the Church 
as Church can only support those members in a general way, e. 
g. in asserting the need for Catholic layman to be involved 
in politics ,but cannot support those members in apolitical 
waY,that is,subject the universal authority and validity of 
the Gospel to the political designs of a particular individ 
ual or organization (e.g. labour union). It is for this 
reason that Fr. Arrupe insisted that priests by vocation 
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must be and remain free to proclaim the Gospel and there­
fore stressed that the Society of Jesus will neyer be 
involved with a particular political party. Fighting for 
human rights, however, cannot be considered the exclusive 
concerti of a particular political party. 

Concerning the legitimacy of Latin American CLCs in 
responding to structurally violent situations with violen­
ce, Fr. Arrupe replied that though CLC, as well as Jesuits 
may never tolerate injustice, violence breeds violence. He 
thus expressed preference for non-violent means, possibly
along the lines of India's Gandhi.Cencerning the questiona 
bility of chaplaincies to oppres~ive military regimes, Fr: 
Arrupe suggested that the mission of such chaplains is not 
to condone or to collaborate in. the oppressive violence but 
to work for conversion. 

The second main line of questioning concerned the lar 
ness of the CLC. It was a line of questioning initially 
spurred by the talk of John Reilly with his stress on the 
CLC's lay-character,intensified by his suggestion that the 
CLC may yet be too religious and may yet have to discern its 
secular holiness, and catalyzed by Dominic Maruca with his 
suggestion of CLC' s possibly needing to break away from 
the Jesuit cincture. The assertive reminders of CLC layness 
seemed well received, but the implied consequences seemed 
to have left not a few uneasy. Concerning the distinction 
between priests in the CLC and laymen in the CLC.Fr.Arrupe
replied that the initiative in the CLC must be that of the 
layman, and that the priest fS role in the CLC, which is 
properly lay, is that of an inspirer. A priest therefore 
is Rot properly a member of the GLC.The layman is. And not 
to the Church f s disadvantage ei t'her. for it is the layman, 
not the priest, who can identify himself with particular 
ideologies, involve himself in particular mov-ements and so 
forth. Seeking to reply to a question of how transition 
can best be carried out, from the relatively sheltered 
school - or university-based. Youth. CLCs to the adult CLCs 
(where the challenge and temptation of world are too a­
bruptly experienced), Fr. Arrupe asserted that what he saw 
in ,the question to be a presupposed dichotomy between CLC 
life and life in the world should not exist .He thereby reas 
serted the dialectic unity between the CLC . spirituality 
and profession or work of the CLC me.mbers in the world. The 
danger for CLCers he said is to try to become Jesuits. "No, 
no, no! "he repeated. "That is not the calling olthe· CLC:" 
When it was later brought to his attention that some priests 
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and religious participate as full members in their groups 
and not merely as assistants Fr. Arrupereplied priests 
had to maintain a role auxiliary to the members .Whenlater 
further clarification on this point was insisted upon, Fr. 
Arrl1J.Pe replied priest.s ought not be so dominant· in the 
groups, that. they smother the growth of the lay members of 
the groups. Then, refering to the General Principles, he 
reinsisted that the lay identity of the CLC is different 
from the religious identity of the Jesuits.The distinction 
is in principle clear enough, he observed, but it is very 
important that all accept it "with great conviction". The 
CLC ought not be suffering from any insecurity complex: 
where in the world,as in married life, the CLCs are present, 
Fr. Arrupe said, "we have to learn from you. You are not 
the servants of priests but cOllaborators. in the work of 
the Church". When later the example of priests, who among 
themselves had formed CLC groups was recalled, .Fr. Arrupe 
voiced his doubts about such groups of priests being members 
of the CLC. When finally doubt from the floor was raised 
despite the General Principles as to whether at this point 
in the development of the CLC it was honest to "exclude" 
the priests and religious,Fr. Arrupe, taking cognizance of 
Fr. Paulussen's presence, called him up to the speaker's 
podium to shed light on the discussion. 

There was applause as Fr. Paulussen, smiling, walked 
from the back of the Assembly hall to the speaker's' podium. 
First he mentioned that he followed with great interest the 
General's defense of the lay character of the CLC. Then he 
recalled that in the Marian Congregations there did exist 
groups of religious and priests, who from the "deformed" 
situation of their own religious communities sought in the 
CLC's a springboard for reform. The lay character of the MC 
was never denied, however, and the MC's of priests and re­
ligious were looked upon 'us exceptional. 

Fr. Paulussen then stated that because today many
priests and religious are not happy in their own communities 
they seek that community in CLC! Tha t is good ,he considered, 
but not the ideal, since the CLC seeks the development of 
lay activity, in the Church, and priests in relation to this 
lay activity are properly inspirers and animators. 

Fr. Paulussen, expressed his conviction that priests 
and religious and CLCs can work together very well. "I am 
100'1, .for the CLC", he declared, "but 100% Jesuit. I don't 
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feel the need to be a member a:!; the CLC". Wh.en ljiter the 
desirability' of groups of secular priests ;t;ormingCLC' s 
was referreCl to, fr. )'aulussen, even when § 28 of GPW;:iS 
mentioned, did not deny the possibility of such groups ,blit 
he also did not deny their exceptional character in the CLC. 

Patrick the chairman ended the session with thanks to 
Fr. Arrupe,who later was principal concelebrant during the 
Mass which followed. It was a simple Mass in which priests 
and lay celebrated unity. 

Fr. Arrupe graced the noon-diner with his presence. 

In some particular groups - by no means,. all - the 
discussions after the Mass. through the lunch hour, and in­
to the afternoon were animated, in some cases·anxious.Some 
individuals asked themselves: had the repeated reference to 
the General Principles promulgated in '67 failed to take 
cognizance of the unity that had since emerged between re­
ligious, priests and lay in the CLC? Was is now fruitful 
for the unity of the movement to stress and re-stress that 
distinction? For could it be that the movement since the 
formulation of the General Principles in 1967 had in the 
Spirit outgrown its letter? And was is not a line of ques­
tioning which distracted the delegates from the pressing
demands of service to a world torn apart by injustice ,struc 
tural violence, and military strife? The need seemed to be 
to look at the world! Why was so much effort being spent on 
the lay character of the CLC? Wasn't that effort eclipsing . i the very stress Fr. Arrupe had placed on service based on 
the Assembly's theme of "one community at the .. service of 
one world?" What was the Spirit trying to say with so much 
talk? However over all the general conclusion was that the 
lay character of the CLC' s was an area requiring deeper and 
more prayerful reflection. 

THE REGIONAL REPORT 

At 3.00 p.m. representatives from the different re­
gions took turns at being dwarfed by the huge map of the 
world at the front of the Assembly Hall. Each representa­
tive gave a brief report on the strength and weaknesses of 
his or· her region. 

~_E_~_LL~ 

Perpetua Katepa of Zambia reported mainly on CLC's in 
South Africa, Zambia, Lesotho and Rhodesia, mentioning 
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however aspirations to CLC in Botswana. In South Africa 
and LesothQ there are' adUlt and youth grOul?s; the adult 
grQ:U~s . ~.n S(>uth Afti,ca, eSl?ecially tae' groups 9f older 
marned couples, ilte stable, Ilnd reflect on CLC char ism . 
Mother strength is the positive response in Botswana, 
Zambia and Rhodesia to regularly conducted formation pro­
grams and the Spiritual Exercises. Weakness was reported 
among school based youth groups in South Africa, Lesotho 
and Zambia, whose membership remains unstable 'Als'o, a lack 
of apostolic thrust outside the communities. 

Special difficulty was reported among the youth groups 
of Zimbawe-Rhodesia becauSe of the situation of war in 
that country, with the resulting problem of communication 
among certain regions. Also reported was a lack of identi­
fication among ordinary members of the CLC with the World 
Movement. 

FAR EAST 

Mary Yeung from Hong Kong ~escribed contrasting 
developments in the groups of the various represented Asian 
countries based on awareness of the CLC charism, formation 
through the Spiritual Exercises, and practised communal 
discernment. Strengths in Asia inClude a growing clarity 
as to the role of the Spiritual Exercises in the formation 
of CLCers and the existance of regional formation courses 
in all count~ies except Hong Kong and Sri Lanka;the recent 
recognition by Jesuits in Hong Kong of the importance of 
CLC and the possibility in the coming years of Ecclesiasti 
cal Assistants' .Formation Courses along with the sched'::' 
uling of the first Hong Kong Federation Council for 1980; 
the integrated apostolic thrust in the Philippines of 
working for justice and solidarity with the poor;the avail 
ability, as in the Philippines and Japan, of personal and 
financial resources useful in advanCing the movemellt; the 
present development toward a National Federation in Indone 
sia with a new and more organized Executive Council. Weak'::' 
nesses mentioned were a lack of competent guides for forma 
tion courses and for individual spiritual direction; th~> 
lack of attention in some countries given to the personal 
growth and development of membership ,the dichotomy between 
faith and life among members especially when subjected to 
materialistic influences; the lack of world vision because 
of geographical distances, lack of maturity or awareness; 
the pressing urgency of local problems: work loads, time 
pressure, social, economical, political instability,denied
freedom of speech and assembly. 
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Jean Ars~ne Razafimandimby,SJ,asserted that the joint 
report on Madagascar and Lebanon can be justified by the 
wondrous similarities between the two countries. In both 
countries, for intance, the CLC's are relatively old-M.ada 
gas car 103 years old and Lebanon over 300 years old.Further 

.more, in both countries exist strong lively mass movements 
of adults and youth. Such mass movements have in the past 
been of much service to the local church,and therefore are 
recognized, respected and loved by the ecclesiastical leade.!: 
ship. Nothing in the church is changed without the collabQ 
ration of these groups. 

In Lebanon, after these groups were instilled with 
the Ignatian spirit, and after a stronger spiritual 
atmosphere ~voked, there now still exist: 
500 adult groups with more than 35,000 members, 

60 older youth groups with approximately 2000 members, 

and 250 younger youth groups with approximately 13,000 mem 

bers. 


In Madagascar, before the CLC spirit was instilled in 
to the groups ,.there existed 34,00 members of adult groups; 
2,000 members of older youth groups, and 9,000 members of 
younger youth groups. These groups today live Ignatian Spi 
rituality and their members generally open themselves to new 
experiences wi th the Spiri tual Exercises almost every year. 

At the same time, there is much vitality among youths 
still striving for membership in CLCs. 

In Lebanon there has been no formal institutionalisa­
tion of the CLC, lest this kill the life of the movement 
that is there, but instead, the adoption of local rules to 
augment the vitality in the movement. In contrast, Mada­
gascar experienced that the CLC institutionalization had 
been good for the national movement. The inner experience 
of CLC now takes place in three stages : conscientization, 
formation and the Spiritual Exercises. Each stage is 
adapted to the needs of different groups on local,diocesan 
and national levels. Hence, Madagascar can today be 
described to be in a pre-CLC phase. 113 pre-CLCs, composed 
of 980 members, constitute core groups in the mass move­
ments mentioned above. 
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Arsine reported that the future thrusts of the CLCs 
would have to be in the spiritual animation of parishes 
and especially of (Lebanese) youth both on local and na­
tional levels. and in the struggle against communist 
propaganda aimed at winning the youth for communism. This 
would mean more CLC engagement in catholic schools. in 
parents' organizations and catechetical activity. 

Joe Fernandez, reporting on India, referred to the 
existence of twelve adult and thirty young-adult groups, 
guided by twelve moderators, whose understanding and 
experience reflect the charism of the CLC. Added to that, 
there is a group of ~uides composed -of' 27 diocesan 
priests who have undergone. a period of intensive training 
for the past three years.Furthermore, there are about 300­
groups comprising about 4,500 members who have opted to 
become CLC groups, seventy of which have members trained 
in CLC. 

The strength of the CLC in India is seen in the inte 
gration of human development and spiritual growth,as welT 
as in human growth programs that prepare CLCers for a deeE. 
er experience of the Spiritual Exercises.Hence, there are 
in India six separate 16-day training courses annually,
serving lay leaders and ecclesial assistants of CLCs .Another 
strength in India is the constant communication between the 
CLC center, the diocesan federation, and the groups. 

Referring to weaknesses in India Joe mentioned a lack 
of .trained moderators, for example, in parochially~based 
CLCs whose moderators . may be occupied with other parish
groups.Also,an absence of serious commitment on the level 
of the CLC' s mission and service, and finally,a recognized 
need to indianize the CLCs. 

Shikka Saveremuttu, of Sri Lanka, reporting on her 
country ,said about fifty of ninety-five existing communities 
having been introduced to preparatory forms' of Ignatian 
spirituality, now refle·ct the CLC Charism. Within. these 
communities about ten individuals reflect that charism 
exceptionally .Shikka recognized the strength in her country 
to lie in the eagerness among the CLC members fora deeper 
experience of Christ through Ignatian spiritucility, and 
also in the lower-middle chss membershipo'f the ctc ,many 
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o~ whos~ me~b:rs are oppress?d and margi~l~zed, expeJ'ien'­
clng the pnVllegeo£ becO~lng Jllore senSl,tlye to .tlie\.'!ord 
of; God. 

The main weakness in Sri Lanka accotding to Shikka is 
its lack of an integrate::t program of formation. 

E U R 0 P E 

Jef Poffyn SJ, of Belgium representing Europe. spoke 
of 400 groups,spread over 17 european countries (including 
adult and youth CLCs, pre~CLCs,and newly organized groups) 
who either reflect the CLC charism or are moving in that 
direction. 

Strengths include the growth that occurred after Mani 
la'76;the,different forms in which the Spiritual Exercises 
are given (three~five - or eight-day individually-guided 
retreats, 19th annotation retreats, group retreats, guided
in some countries also by nuns and lay persons); the dif­
ferent forms of preparation for the Spiritual Exercises; 
the ongoing formation of members and guides through local 
members or members of the World COlJlJl\unity, e.g., through 
periodicals,seminars on Ignatian spirituality, etc.Further 
more, the movement is in some countries catalyzed by
bishops and parish priests urging the formation of CLCs, 
and by close relations with the Jesuits, some of whose 

. provincials not only support but are actively involved in 
CLC work, and whose manpower and centers of spirituality 
are made available to the movement. A sign of growth is 
recognized in members living a more simple style of life. 

The weaknesses in Europe ,whichJef preferred to describe 
as challenges, seemed ineeneral to be couched tn the 
demanding nature of the CL s, of which many people are 
afraid, and in th,e lack of leaders and assistants who have 
enough time to devote to the GLC.The weaknesses,therefore, 
in individual growth. include the very different levels of 
spiritual development within groups, the busy-ness of 
people, which hinders reflection, discern,ement and daily 
prayer; the lack of knowlege of and information on the 
Spiritual Exercises,the lack of competent spiritual guides 
and the lack of ecclesiastical assistants. including 
Jesuits, who have adequate understanding of the GLC 
charism. Also among the youth, there is a s,eli-complacency, 
a faci Ie fee ling of acceptance by God which ,hinders individual 

(Cant. on page 49) 
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YOUTH- PROGRESSIO 

ASSISI!79 

Young people form a significant percentage of CLC.If 
we want to become really a World Community, it is necessary 
for us, the youth • to take our responsibility seriously.P-e!. 

. haps the "privileges of youth" :.. idealism"dynamism~feelings 
ofwQrld solidar~ ty, will help us to accomplishthi? ,ta,sk, 
Qur programs, are 'ready: they were·prepa.red during~he world 
convention of young people held at Assisi • We were not 
federations' delegates, yet we formed acbmmuni ty;. for 
brought the .rich experiences 6f our federations and of. ,our 
group. A neutral ,purelyinformativereport might be made of 
our meeting, hut that WQuld not r:¢f1~ct the spirit of.it; 
such would not convey the feeling 'of what happenep..So,weo! 
fer you some personal witnesses. These are certai,nly incom­

.plete,. as this introduction is incomplete, but they wer'e 
written by youth whQ lived an experiences and desire to sh~re 
it. 'fhose who woul;d ,fi1Ceiiiore ample information willsooribe 
able to consult the !'Ada" of Assisi .. They will be sentoll!' toafl federaVons. Bu~., .enough of talk ,~ere are thewit~ 
ne.sses. 

J~an-ClaudeEditor ... 
I 

CHRON.IGL1;S 
I ' 

Here is a brief ac'count 

an important stage for me in the 

CLC~Youtp.. 

I hope that these few lines will help towards 

it a living experience., a}l over again. 




21,6;(; 

We got to Assisi at six in the_eve~ing. It is alit~ 
'tle'city, perched_on a mountain in':thegreen heart of It~ 

ly~~, Qmbria. 1")e had no meeting that night, for everybody 
'was so tired. We' went to a little restaurant to get apiz­

za, .andthen went to our ho.tel room (yes!), because the 
places bo~ked for us in the "Casa Papa Giovanni "were still 
occupied by another group. 
, 

~~;(;u.llda.Yt Sep,tembelt 221!.~ 


'. We hid breakfast 'atthehotel before going to the Ca 
'~aPapa: Giovanni. Our 'first meeting began at nine. The sp~ 
cla1' theme of the day was The eharigm of Assisi. Gian CaI"­
,10 and Sidney outlined the program. Why precisely Assis i .as, 
the place for our convention? Because here there is: a c-har­
ism, an atmospheretobefciund nowhere else. It; is the town 
where St Francis ,and ~t Clare were born,' wh1:!re they 'lived, 
and where they 4ied •. In· the evening we watched the ,film 
"Brother Sun, Sister Moon", on the life of the two saints. 
We: saW· it at San Damiano, the church where Francis heard 
the. Lord's call. .We then returned in silence to theCasa 
Papa Giovanni, and ended our day with prayer in the chapel. 

:~u.n~aYd(>.p-tembeJt2 3Jt1:. 

. . 'J;he time for the. day was: . "CLC ~harism and Rome orien 
tations"79. We began by sharing ourexperiences ofthe worlo. 
)issem~ly, by giving our experiences10f that event . Juant.t.! 
. gual then talked about our eLC charism ,basing his presen-" 
tationon his article: "Versune COlllmunaute de Vie Chre­
tienne, Debuts etCroissance"(Supplement to ProgressioN • 
g •. April 1977). It was very interesting to listen to his 

_col1lparisonbetween the Ignatian and FranCiscan spirituali­
.ties.Healso. described "the tnangle of the mystical dime!!, 
,sian". -This .enables us to see our growth in the CLC, and it 

·tlearly shows that 'our actions ought to reflect God' s. will 
-'filtc.Personal reflecti.on an.d sharing wi,thin the small group 

<were: not easy;it is actuallydiftftult to pray and refle.ct 
. on tbe' lZpoints· of our spirituality. Then ,at nine 0 • clock, 
.W'ece~ebrated the 'Eucharist in<the thapeL. In spite of the 
.rain,we thEm went to Piazza San Rufino to play g·ames 0_ 

.' ~Thfs day I stheme was "the reality' in which we Iiva I •• 
We tried to. show the social situation of the' youth in . .our 

http:refle.ct
http:reflecti.on
http:u.llda.Yt


c?untry ,,~ymeans ,of a poster'l ~ut ~e did notforg~t to in­
dIcate S1gns of hope. The sharIng In regard to. thIS poster 
was made on the regional level, and was very instructive.A 
sharing on' the "plenary meeting" level gave some idea of 
the problems of young people throughout the "forId. 

The' afternoon wa.s free. Needless to say, we~ took ad­
vantage of it to see Assisi. 

Towar'ds evenfng Gian Carlo gave us a brief butcOln­
plete report on developments within the 'Church, the world, 
and the CLC fromlg,67 up to the present. The Ew::haris't ,was 
celebrated:,in the chUrch of St Bary Major, the old, cathe­
dral church 'Of Assisi. It was in front of this church that 
St Francis threw off all his garmellts. ~as a sign he wo.uld 

rno longer serve anyone but God his Father. C 

, tae4cda.y. sept:embeJt 25th' 
i ' 

After 100Hng at the general si tuation 9:£ young people, 
now it was, the turn for our Teali ty as CLC Youth. What Tes 
ponse do,we give to concrete reality? We adopted the same 
procedure as on the 24th: a' poster, and sharing at regional 
level.. Pat gave a talk on,theCLC. prayer. and God's call. 
Then came more individual reflecthm and sharing on God's 
will for us and o1,lr own desires. ' 

y!~dn~,6 da.!f;S~ptembeJi 26:ft!. 

Having/analysed the situation, we mustdD,50mething 
abouti t. We must draw up a plan fOr action. ,After having 
s~ught God's will', we mus t achieve it through 'a 'concrete 
plan. Juan Miguel reminded us that the plan 'must be reaHs 
tic,; not fanciful.' !tis a question of makirig a plan ( for 
H ving our Iives, for our, CLC group, and our NatiDnal Fede 
ration. Today the Eucharist was held in St Clare's BgsiU=­
ca. The,re are venerated 'the remains of the ,saiIit and the 
crucifix tha.t spDke to Francis in the church 'of St D;:unian; 

I.hu.ir.~da.!I, 'Septi?mbeJt 2?,.th 

Today we had to conclude our plan fDr action.Our plan 
,from Wedllesday was compared and shared wi th plan~ drawn up 
by other regiDns, to, obtain a 'brDader view of what Dught to' 
be done. PriDrities had to be emphasized. ,'" 

In the afternDon we had a session of,the Youth Coinmis 
sion, which was open to everybody. Commission members an,s::-, 
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and replied,toalls)uggestions, JEi<tn­
of,tpe 'Youth Commission' and e£ 

meeHpg;"departure day.It 
Youth Commission met So 

',' At last,the' filial Iiucharistwas~elebratedatniiQ.day.
Saying go'odbye' was ,moving.' After this unique experJ.encewe 
h,a:dto leave Assisi, go back to our own , countrres' ; carty 
O,\l't "urplans, and keep to our commitment of working at 'b~ 
Coming a World Community. ' 

; ,-­

The, depa.rture time was ,14.,30. All, that was left now 
~asto take a last took at Assisi and say , "Grazie Signa": 

, I think., ,that I ,shall iernembet this enCOPhter for. a 
long ti,me. We ,will not forget each other, but we 'are goj,ng 
to, remain in contact, ,share oureJ(per,iences! and, hope to 
soonta become a World Community. ' 

I hope that this lfitle report ;. which I havewri tten 
the night before leaving Rome - will make you ffi;~l someth.,. 
'lngofthe intense experience that we. lived. 

Robert, W. ,TRIWEKO 
, Indonesia ' 

'II 

Assi,si '79 ~, a meeting awa,ited,looked£orward to, prepared 
for a long long tillie, in a far, future, ,fQ:fsQ ,lIJany;ilJonths 

'and n()wpart of history! ButtJiisfaCt is not sO;llJefhing we 
shoul!,! be ,sad about. Yes " it ,isalwayss.acito"part,'and, to 
leaye a little bitof heaven behind. But lef us beg'rate£ul 

"andpraise the LO;l'd f()r cho,osiIigustog()there.• for'ev~ry 
s!JIalil,andgreat. experience, ,'forthe'possiM lity: ,:of,litaking 

,.'.friends,with, people ffrom;all over.the world. fOTth:e;(yppo~ 
tuni t:yof being able to ,go back' hOlnEi:rto thevadouspartS' 

';:{lof the'world and share the light, the warmth and th,e spir-it
' cwet,eceived!' " " r 
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AssiSi'7!fwas meant as a meeting fo.r youth dele.gates 
allover the world, to reflect upon the situation of youth 
;andCLC youth in the oountries we came rrom,and to ·.makea,c
.ttcIl plans for the future in order to help both our young 
peopleona national and 'each other on aninte.rna,tional ~e 
vel. So', fo'r a week about40pe6ple (amo.ng them 5 ecne . 
siastical assistants and also.2 nuns) shared tl+eir 'lives 
thoughts and prayers. 

The eutline ef the programme canbe mainly divided. 'into 
three parts to. each of which 2 days were devo.ted:the first 
part, building abridge betweenRo.ma'79 • and Assisi'79', 

.•	led over to the second part. which was concerned with the 
youth's (CLC) reality all over ',the wer'ld.Only' 'after having 
reflected deeply pn the "statusquo':i act:j.o.n plans and con 
crete projects could. be developed, . w:hichwas the main con 
terits of part three .So. ,when we parted "everybo.dyleft witn 
hiS or her hea·!'.t full of hope alld strength to put the new 
plans and propositions into practice. . . 

Without going to.o. much, into the details ' o.fthe programme, 
I would like to. stress what was importaIltfo.TlI!e and what 
impreSsp.d IDJ'l mo.st .In the begirining there.was an intreduct­
io.n to the "Why, How and What" of Assjsi'79 , fello.wed by an 
outline of the. o'rientatiens ef Roma' 79 and'. the reports, 
which were given by 2 people fro.meach co.ntinent, of what 
hadhapP$ned there. This last. pOintwase.speciaUy impress­
.ive. for·two main .reasens : peoplereperted .whathad~truck 
them personally' mest and. in spite ef the emphasis o.ns;oll!.!! 
ny, different pe'1nts er perhapsbecause,efit ,the listeners' 
were ei the,l':reminded, of what had happened in Rome er ,if 
they had net tieenthe.re, were given a vivid picture,.eCthe 
me~ting and the directionth.at was taken .After havingt]:ius 
1;>ridged the gap between Rome anC! Assisi . we realiz,ed that 
Assisi,w:as really .nothing but a: continuation o;fthe wcn:k 
wUch. had been started in Rome ,only on a youth. fevel ;·$0 
e.ac:h co~tl;"y made 2 P9sters 1 one to dellJonstrate the-yc;mng 
people' ssltuati.on ingenel;"al, and another orie to explain 
stren~thsand weaknesses df the Young CLCsituation. The 
contents of these posters were shared in sllJall groups. Af 
ter haVing beceme aware of the present situation, we went 
forth and co.llected ideas and plans for action en a natio. 
nal, a Co.ntinental and an internatienal level. For 2 days 
wealternatively reflected persenally " shilTed()Ilo.stly in 
regional groups) , cri tizised, prayed ,changed o..1,Ir ,view,:; 
reflec ted again. So· at the end we had di fferen t'.post.e,:\s 
with very concrete plans of what we wanted to. t:ry,in 't~e 
ceurse of the next few years. These pesters are perhaps a!, 
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help:for the wor1< of ,thee nE1W Yo~th . "". _ ' 'c.' ' , 

a meeting ,open to- al:i:, par1;j,cipan:r;-s . of, 'the course,helE.: 
ing everybody to understand more deeply the commissitln'.s 
workflndaims. One of ,the most concrete plansof!e,red ,to 
US was a cour::;e in, Chile • ',addressed m.ainly to people from 
the first world. I won't write anything else about it, as 
you will . probab ly find further det ai Is in one of' the next 
I'rogress~o. 

So, there we are, at the end, of our programme ,and it seems 
very dull and colourless to reread what I have writt1:;uup 
to now. ' But what else can I put down on paper than the ex 
terior,outline'of the programme? I have not yet invented a 
method which allows me to put into words all my feelings, 
all my experiences and the spirit of which I am still so 
full. How shall Idescrib~ the peaceful,prayerfulatmosphe 
re, in which everyt.hing went on, be it talks. sharings ,e~ 
charists,personal or community prayer, walks ,dancing ,rainy 
and sunny per~ods? Yes,. after a whole week ,we were a real 
community, loving and accepting each other, thus being a 
smalL sign' of hope to the world that :(>eople are able to li 
ve together peacefully, in spite of, dIfferences in colour~ 

{language, background, li fe situation, in spite even of mis 
understanding and cd ticism as long as everything is deda 
ed artd settled in front of ,the Lord, believing in His love 
to the whole. man-and all men, being wrapped up in His ten 
derness and warmth.He was with us ,we felt ,when we liStened 
together to a talk, when we share.d our feelings, whenwe 
exchange-d the sign of peace at the eucharist. when everybo 
dy prayed in his or, her. own language, when we danced and 
sang at the Piazza San Rufino one evening" when we accompa 
nied Francis of Assisi on his way in the film "Rrother 
Sun, Sister Moon". And He has now accompanied Us back,to 
Ollr own countrie"s, , helping us to complete the good-works 
which He had begun at Assisi. 

Sandra pnn-rus'
Austria ' 

~~AK EXPERIENCES 

-!, 
'When I was asked, "What are your impressions of this 

meeting", I could 'find, only' one answer: "Surpri.se, as toni 
shnient!", Infact:'! should never haye imagined that a city 
so beautiful as Assisi, existed in the world. Andi t is·not 
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a holy city ~ It is 
it consists of Iittle medieval houses fac 

lanes. It is holy be-=-, 
witnesses, of the lives of St 

only, a beautiful city,. it is above ,all 
beautiful because 
ing upon charming little alleys and 
cause those buildings were 
Francis and St Clate.· 

I often think of my feeling of wonder~ when, before 
going to bed at night, I looked through the window and saw 
the lights of the modern city of Assisi, which is at the, 
foot of t.lle mountain, in the valley. I then thought of what 
the Provincial Toutism Office had ptitited in its b06klet : 
"In the deep green of Umbria, in thiS green heart of Italy, 
you will dis·cover an unknown reality". This time at least, 
a tourist slogan told the. truth. It was the first time.that 
I had lived in such a medieval town. I asked myself, "How 
did the people' manage to .havewater on top of this' moun­
tain?" Then I remembered the story in the Bible. where Je­
sus spoke toa. woman fetching water from a well outside the 
ci ty. The' city of Assisi reminded me. of the cities . of t,he 
Bible as I had imagined them when ~ was a child. 

A"second surprise" was the .fit'm "Brotl)er Sun, Sister 
Moon" ,that we saw together at San Damiano. It was then 
that I understood that Assisi WaS a holy city. The life 6f 
St Francis and of S1; Clare touched. me deeply, especially 
their very simple manner 'of, living and uncompromising res­
ponse'to God's call. r hope that that experience will make 
me more attentive to .the signs of the times and more, care­
'ful to adopt a simpler style of 1ifewherever I be. 
.' . 

One evening we had someg,ames ~n ~heP~aiza of San I}-::! 
fino and we really enjoyed ourselve$~ ln sp1~e of the.ra1n 
which came down constantly•. Later I wrote In. my d1ary, 
"That's a sign that we are young". 

When I reflect on" the situation of the young, I find 
very differing realities; in the rich countries we see a 
certain decadence: violence;· drugs, .sex are spreading more 
and more~ whereas in' Third· World countries people are with 
out the. most essential things. such as education, work:­
~ealth. etc. . . 

The posters that we .made on this subject showed that 
there is a heap of problems to sol ye. . 

But ali these problems , . needs. signs of hope, area 
challenge to our intention. to build a World Community: We 
are called .upon to establish closer. links amongst. olJr­
selves ,so as to deepen our knowledge of other countr1es 
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To finish, something a li tne more personal: 

<certainly never forget oUT songs : "AIl.Over the 

"Santa Haria'delCamino"., theltAve Maria", and my 


6£ Italian wine. 


Robe rt W. TRIWEKO 
Indonesia 

II 
At the end of the RO,llle assembly I had serious doubts 

·about ..going to Assisi~ I knew ,that there would be. very£ew 
. spoking Spanish, and I thought ,that this would be· a., cons i de 

rable ai££icuI~ty to overcome. HQweyel',. 1. had tOll)e all the 
··way to Italy, Y~TY £ar£rom Ji)ycQuntry, so I thought . that 
it was no us·e hesitating at that poirit. Assisi was a SUr­
prise'! to~me; it was avery rich. expeTience. Since we were 
a little group, we were aple to get to know each otber be! 
ter than at Rome'79.·So we were able to get a deeper know­
ledge of thereali ties ofothet countries. Some such reali 
ties., especially those of Asia and Africa, seemed very dis 
tant and were fairly unIsnown to me.' ­

When I came to Italy I had rio awareness of World Com­
munity. Nor did I see any reason why different countries 
should nut as~de the richness of diversity, to work toget!! 
er. to become a ,world movement. The Whole,. development of Ro­
me: 79 and the atmosphere at Assisi awoke such. an awareness 
in us . We hope to be able to transmit it to the cOlllJl\unities 
in our country, and so little by little build up world coo 

,peration.. . 

One. of things that most gave me hope at Assisi in form 
ing aWorIQ:Comml.inity ,was the fact there witS a coiBmon de=­
nominator ih our thinking, in spite of differences among 
our countTiesand their ways of thinking. The Common deno­
minator is our faith; through it we could communicate) in 
spi te .of di fferences. . . 

.' . 

The program was good ,in g(lneraL Perhaps we spent too 
much time ,making posters. If each country had b!,ought pos­

':.ters with them,we. should have had more time for.meeting in 
little groups , and personal exchange,. so as to get to know' 
each other better. There was certainlY-a fanguage dHficul 
ty, but it could be overcome because of everybody,' sgooa 
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will-The atmospheJ;'e ofAssisi itself made a great Qontri ­
butlan to such union, because it radiates peace. In Chile ­
and Latin America in genelral we are spontaneous andwelove 
to improvise. We think w.e overdo it, and so we made a firl!l 
resolve to be more formal, but without going too far in .that 
direction either, because· too much formalityrepressescr~ . 
ativityand leav.es nothing t.o the Spirit. In this regard, 
somethingdid strike me as a certain lack of Ii ttle enthusiaslll 
in a few young people. None the less, the spirit of ASS1S1 
'79 was very strong, and links were made for beginningt!" 

1ive a World Community among the young. The example that we 

gave eac;:hother was a ,great help. It aroused the desire for 

greater commitment, not to live in the shadow Of the J:e:­

sLiifs;but t9 gbe the movement a lay identity proper to 

each CLC, through qealingwith the p~oblems of the laity.• 


The most intense ~oJl}ents at the Assemblywere the Eu"'! 

charists and the prayers. I had a strong feeling of solida 

rhy when I heard each_ speaking to Go.d in his and J:erown 

tongue. ­

. The reality of youth in the world is a difficult qu:~ 

tion. Problems vary. Here each CLC has 'much to do. It 1S 


. necessary for youth to become aware of its own reality ang, 
of th~ reality of the whole.world. I believe that if we 
gain awareness of the millions alid millions of beingssuf­
fering hunger every d.ay, and- deprived of liberty and the 
right to be treated as persons, many young people will give 
up thinking that there is nothing to fight· for. They... wiD 
see that the world is much more than the few squarekilome 
tres about them; the. fact that we do not see the poor does not 
mean that they do not exist and that we c;annotdo anYthing. 
for them. As young Christians we have ,!:n ideal and a hope· 
in common~ and now friends in many countries. This a very 
good reason for remaining interested in one another. 

Margarita Rosa SPROVERA ARANDA 

III 

Lookingback on the eight days that 1 spent at Assisi a 
pict.uresque ~P9t. su:ro~nded on all sides by mountains and 
greenery, I fInd 11 d1ff1c~1t to. put the rich experience in 
to wO::ds •. Hc;wever. the th1ng wh1ch touched me the most was 
the nch hentage, that this little town had. The impact 
was. really made afte! I. saw the film and visited the chur­
ches .0£ the. great Sa1.nt Fr.Emcis of Assisi. The ·h 1 .wo e atmos 
p hereeh 1pemed to get in touch with Jesus. 
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Tht\p:t:ogramme of Assisi . was for me a reflection 6nwhat 
haPpened atRome and what I got from it. Forme it Was a. 
continuation of the enthusiasm which I had \at the .end of 
~!ha.! programme • .' It is, hard to form a World Community and 
It.lS only. p?sslb~e' as a communi ty. in love. accepta.nce of' 
one .another In spIte of the different countries we come 

. from' and .the differen.t cuI ttiral backgrounds we have. The 
li1;ut:gies made me feel part of a large world communi ty, ' 
with Christ playing a very important part. The morning and 
night prayer brought back the fact that as a world communi 
tyweean .be united in love' and prayer. The entertaillment 
which took place highlighted the love a.nd acceptance that 
w.ehad for each other. 

The other peak experience I had was in the small group 
sharing when everything that was shared in the group was 
so deep and beautiful and it helped me to appreciate the 
uniqueness and beauty in each member. During the course of 
the days we were together in a small group. The thing that 
struck me most was what one person shared wi th the group· 
that while he. was reflecting J a thought (;a;me to his mind 

- and that was "I have 2· loaves of bread bUl:: there are milli 
ons who do not have anythin,g". This had a big impact on me 
for it took me back to my country when I had' food to eat 
andthere'are.millions starving.I felt astonished a simple 
personal sharing could evoke so' much o'f emotions in l1)e. I 
fe1t guil ty that I belonged to the class of people whb do 
not share with people who have nothing. I felt bad .but in 
the end it made me determined to have a simple life Q,S much 
a~ possible. -, 

The talk' on t.he history of our Youth CLC took me back to 

the history of my growth ~n the GLC ; how much I have 

grown and transformed and how much CLC has become part of 

my life • 

The talk on the CLC charism was presented very beautifully. 

and this helped me to get a deeper understanding of my cha 

rism as a CLCer. . 

The talk given by Patrick O'Sullivan made me realize the 

extent of my relationship with the church and my relation 

ship with Christ. It made me ponder over tne, question it 

my life can,be a prayer. 

Another thing that struck me in the small group sharing
Was what one. person shared "we are all poor in the eyes of 
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God". This statement touched me deeply for it made ,me rea 
lize my smallness and my poverty and G,od' s greatness ana 
richness " 

The session on the youth reality and youth CLC reality ma­
de me feel one with the other countries. 

·Thus to cbnt1ude I can say that the Assisi programme was 
for me one of the deepest eXJ?eriences of God's love. It 
helped me to deepen my re1atlonship with Christ. It was 
for me spiritually, emotionally and psycho10gi-callya ve 

·ry rewarding experience. ­

Margaret. REBELLO 
India, 

IV 

, A!is isi and its he.ri tage have touched me deeply ~ . After see-: 
in? the movie ?f t~e li~e of St: F:-aI!-cis, I becameapprecl 
atlve of the clty ln WhlCh I was 11V1P.g for one week. 'The 
atmosphere in Assisi was conducive to prayer. I have ·re. 
flected much on this experience, and' I am thankful that the 
world CLC youth people' cQu1dmeet here. The antiqu~ty of 
Assisi is amazing.So many frescos have been preserved with 
all their splendor in the many churches that still remain. 
It was, in my opinion, very beneficial for youth who are 
following St. Ignatius to experience St. Francis. and 'the 
ci tyin which he lived. 

The .programme that was followed reflected the General As 
semb1y of Rome '79. I did not .attend the Assemb1y,so AssisT 
was a good time. to fill me in of all the new developments ~ 
of the world CLC movement, The programme followed smoothly 
from the Aims of Assisi to the charismof CLCto the Acti­
ons. that would betaken; Much reflection was stressed and 
shared, in small groups ..The liturgies were filled with love' 
in a universal language, even though they were said in Ita 
lian, Spanish, French and English. Our prayer services were 
also quite original. People were open to offer their own 
peti tions to the Lord, These were special times for us all. 
The sharing that took place at Assisi was more than . just 
business. d t was fun: I enjoyed knowing about the realities 
of the CLC's of other. countries. I enjoyed. touring the city 
with some very beautiful people. I enjoyed dancing and 
singing one night in front of S. Rufinp church. I enjoyed 
those nights when we sat in a circle and sang songs. len 
joyed our sharing of talents with -.each other on our sociaT 
evening. Yes, we all had fun-' wi th each other. 
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Along with'our fun, we became 'a.wa~~ ofthe:'4f~:fet~~'t '.. er.~ 
'youth reaHties in other cOUntries. ·1;i.f1cncQunt;ryp:r.esent 
-a.'tAssisi verbali'zed to the whole. group two strength.s and 
tWQ wtlaknesses that'youth in their countrye~perienced.Be 
cause this is only meant to be a summary of youth,GLC rea":' 
tities, I will tell you some of the 'similarstren'gths and 
weaknesses; Zambia, Chile, 'England, ATgent·ina~ and Austria 
all feel a strong sense. of community" trust . andspiri tual 
growth in their groups. Mexi,co, Japan, and Tndia feel that 
tneir .grOups are social.1y active. The Unite,d: States and Ger 
many believe they h!!ve strong federation teams 'and fOl'lIiatI 
all programmes ..Many countries lose people after schpol or 
university life 'is over . This is a big prob.1em. ,Countries 
such as Holland, Mexico and Indonesia expressed a need for 
more lay guides who are trained in the Spiritual Exercises. 
'The list could go on •.. tommuni ties are~ too independent of 
each other. Many groups have no sense of direction. Many 
gr.oupsare iS91ated within their federations .Justthe£act 
that we shared. these' strengths and .weaknesses with <,each 
oth'er was a big step inre.alizing our own youth CLGreau! 
ies. 

After knowing the strengths and weaknesses. of ourcotm. 
tries, the CLC movement in my own'countiy will grow and 
prosper. Having so many. countties,.presentat Assis i has s.! 
~ed much .paperwork and postage alldtime. I amihankful for 
'this, . as I am sure many ,countries are also. 

Jeanette ERDELAC 
U. S .,A. 

v 

Perhaps it 's best to start wi ththat which I remember most 
'clearly fromAssisi which must be undoubtedly the love. 
Despite, or maybe because of the maIiy differenc'es, of lan­
guage, culture and background" we wen~ two or three gathered 
together in Chdst's ·name and He wis t'here amongst us .CLC 
ha's good reason to be proud of the fact that in the .modern 
wDrld it cart bring such a diversity of . people, together 
without any conflict. Nowhere was this .love more apparent 
than 'in our celebrations of the Eucharist when Christ ,was 
amongst us ina very special waYaIJd when we showed our 1~ 
ve for each other at the kiss of peace .The venues of these 
masses were also significant .As well as celebrating in the 
]Hmsechapelwe had mass in Santa Maria Maggiore and also 
in tnechurch of Saint Clare beneath ,the cross which gave 
Saint llrancis his mis"siort. 
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The mission and to it played a very 
. portant role. as it permeated almost eve 

ry action and eCourse •. ~verywherewe 
could see· reminder act Francis had oIt the-
church arid his mess. ven to us. in the film,' :Bra. 
ther Sun, Sister Moon rstnight, was always.pre::­
sent in. our working. The' of working was very logical 
and well thought out relevant to the posi tionof 
youth CLC. We worked situation of youth inoui 
countries, through the. ituation,. both hopes and concerns, 
of youth £Les in our country to. flnally conceive ,cri.ticise . 
and present concrete plans'of actiori for the' future. AIle, 
the .time ,we shared. Qur<deliberations and profited . from 
each other greatly. 

This reflection wouldnotb~complete without thoughts on 
the fun we had toge.thert Can ~ny of us who were there ever 
forget that !light wewen·t out to the cathedral, piazza in 
the dark and: rain. to dant~(and play games? Or that last· 

1ng,was the 
It was. the. fruit of total readiness 
brethren through the CLC, 
ty together with the entire Church. 

success of 
occaSional 
'sousefur 

partici-:­
I still feel 

marked 
rests. upon 

me.et­
·.one. 

. and· the 
the whole 'of socie­
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night together when we play.e:d duck apple and when Sidney 
,andPel'petua' (b~ was'itFeli'2itas?J both turned white?And 
I shall personally neverfo!get my long.awai ted letter from 
"mon petit canari:'. . , . . ,. 

Finally, who could forget the, :Italians? Their charm, their 
beauty •. their disponibilityto help and their discernment 
of our needs. All 'played a great part in the 
Assisi I 79.Tf only theycwould wind their watches 
ly ••. !' Thank you all who -helped make Assisi '79 
and so memorable. ' '. 

. . 

CONCLUSIONS 

. I'should li.ke to share a certain h()pefulness with all 
r~a~ersandeach member of the Chri.stianLf.fe (;oII':l!lunitles. 
Itisth~ h'!?pethat •..together with all the .'other 
pants.; I g,uned from our meeting at Assisi. 
the atm?sphere of listening, and participation that 
the vanous phases of each day. My hopefulness 

, !hat atmosphere. The atmosphere, the climate of th,e 
resul·t.of. the interior attitude of each 

to sEl,rve God 
and to serve 
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The, purpose of Assisi was above all to examine the si 
tUfition of. the. youth movement and to find cone.rete ~ndica~ 
Jitms for the' future. 

. . The theme,"QrieIit'ations arid prospects of Rome:79 a~ 
. 	lived by the young", helped a Breat deal in ;ourwor]c.We at 

puce understood and accepted that theine, thanks to the con 
tl"ibution of those yOlJl1g people who had already taken part 
in, the Rome ass,mbly. 

fact is that the' number of young people involved 
has ,increased considerably. in recent years. 

of this fact led us to see that such .' growth 
be integrated into the three main 'aspects of otir 

,as defined at Rome: spirituaIi ty, community, mis.-~ 
ervice. Many CLC-:Youth do not live these in a cl,ear 

'm~nner. In some cases there is complete ignorance .of their. 
iimportCi.nce. That is why some talked at Assisi ofa NEW FqR 
'MATrON. In ,some caSeS it is necessary to begin from zero 11, 
..gCi.in ~o as to base thegtoups' existence, on the authentic 
'C:r;,C cliarism -that is, if the group truly q.esires tel. be 
p!j,rtofthe movement. In other cases, unless we face up to 
the problem seriously, we shall find that'anever growing 
,rl:l.iinber of CLC will have nothing but the name about them .. 

'" Soi t is easy ,to grasp why at Assis,t'a freshappe.al 
launched to the whole world community to livethe good 

Ignatian spirituality, and the youth were 
experience of the Spiritual, Exercises. 

mus tbe Iived . deeply in da,ily. li.fe. and 
awareness thllt we. are a lay movement. So we.ought to 
consoIldate all the 'grQups aLreadyexJsting ,espe­

those that have recently De gun • How sh;:tll .we d.o 
answer lies in a single word that ,we often used 

FORMATION.' . . . ' 

Today mgJ:e than ever we are convinced that we ought to, 
<;ommit ourselvest..o this path if we wish to build a solid 
Oasis' for our movement •. This is why there was also a: re­
'questnpt tolimit;formation programs to the local'scenea 
·fone-whic)l is always important-:- but to open them up tb 
widerdfmenslons as well, .to the RBGION and. theCONTINBNT, 
:1;'01' example. 

It will be necessary to help one another ,.tooffer 'col 
l~boration to cO,unt,ries where the CI,C's have scarcely . be~ 
gun," 	 . ' 
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Therefore it will be extremely important to 
te the material and the formation programs? already exis-" 
ting ,'and to draw up others. Of course, we must '. not lose 
sight of the reality'. culture, and history of each country 
and each ,paople.' A first 'Concrete result a,tthis level will 
be the European training course in Spain next summer: 

, The pages of PROGRESSIO~YOUTH should serve as a point 
of reference for fresh initiatives, and, should stimulate 
exchanges of documentation on formation in different coun": 
triies. 

Whe'n talking of formation we have dwelt particularly• 
Qll the PRE-CO~NITY ~ta~e, which, is crucial for undetsta,!! ~: 
d"ing our char1sm. It 1S 1mportant to know how torespec1f.",' 
each one' s stage of development, especially, in younge'r pec J 
pIe. In certain cases it is a matter of putting more empha-"" 
sis on PRAYER. This is of capital importance for growing 
in the faith and discovering our own VOCATION within the. 
CLC, because "The Lord is, close tothosewho c(lll upon him 
and seek, him with a pure heart II CPs .144). Lest tIie richness 
flowing from our life together in the Christian Life Com'" 
munities remain in: isolation, the' assembly unanimously made- . 
a proposal, aimed at bringing the richness iritothe context 
of the theme ,of Rome: "Towards a world community at the' 
ser-vice of one world". The proposal was th.<:it opportunities 

I for me,eting. among groups should be interisifi('ld,. throu,gh 
more frequent international' cQntacts (Illeetirigs, visits, 
wOrks.hops). Some proposed twinning for GLG-nn.i.th.' others 
fotthenamesand addre,ssed of those tnterested, in keeping 
up contact. 

Others called for the exch(lnge of publicatioIls 
founding of new publications (at a continental level,', for 
example):, All these initi,atives should draw their· strength: 
from the pRAYER CIRCLES. In ,these" prayeI;'s should be 'said 
each day f.or altot,her continent and at the end of, the weelc 
there, should he prayer for'the. whole world community. 

We also note8 deficiencies. There is the problem 
COUPLES who often have difficulty in moving bto a group 
because, the group fails to give enough considerat~ont'othe 
richness of the vocation of a couple. This aspect brings us' 
once more to the problem of. TRANSITION which' was discussed 
at Ass isi • More time will be rieeded to resolve this pro­
,bleljl. 
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ing is that many CLCar~'insi£ffi<::ieittly a 
reali tyaud itssociaiandpol'iticalprCi" 
to' various:tactors whkhweanalysed du 

ion of the' reali tyof youth in thevari'= 
and continents. This failingca,lls for our in 
a movement, and as youth, all the more, so i1 

the witness proposed by the Assemblies at 
Manila'76.·That witness, consists 'in a MDI 

TO DEVELOPMENT OF, MAN and of all men and Wo 
BEING GIVEN TO THE POOR. 

This pughtto lend stimulus to our living the prOblems 
wh.o. suffer, to analysing their courses, and see,k­

for putting an end to injustices. Utopia? No t, be 
is "a question of responding to the call that Goi 

us each day. Our duty is continue his mission in 
COMMUNITY DISCERNMENT will aid us, in thh 'ef~ 

reqll the witness of participants from Latin 
this last -point. Fromtheir profound desire t() 

a proposal to offer First World countries .the 
taking part in a training course to beorM 
in collaboration with the other Latin AmerT 
The c!'urse c,onsists of threesuccessJve sti 

of SOCIAL INSERTION in ,a poor quartet ,at 
• th~Q"u~h sh,aringthe work and wages '(;If 'the 

the Exercises. 

weeks in July and August ,1980,; 

Wl1at contribution do we young people ", desi re . to 
the World Communi ty?Nowaq,aysmany.,ofL\s feel the 

wo,rk." to. find ever fresh signs of hope in ,our ,com 
To that must be adde,dthe realism and humility 
this week ~ as we11 :as cons.ciousnes s that all ,­

a(lults -belong to the same ~t:reat family. 
, .. ," . . 

We have beenentiched by the diversity of our talents· 
inte.riqrexperiences. So it is up to us to ensut',e that 
en(::ouUters at Rome and Assisi shall continue and extend, 
. dailylivj.ngand help us to give ourselves more 

to God and mankind. . . 
Gian Car.lo MURKOVIG 



(Cont. from page 32) 
growth~ Weakness.es from t1!.e viewpoint of coil}.murlity include 
a'self+-cente:redness lYithinsome groups caused bI an .o)Ter~ 
stress on co:n\.fnunitr and resulting 'in a di;sregfl,rd tor thtlin 
tetnat:r,onal oX' even n.ational community; a Iackot integra=­
tionof· three 'eleJljents of community, koinoinia,kerygma and 
diakohi'a. a. lack of :tormed leaders able to help the CLes in 
group dynamics, communal discernment, and in living th:r:ough 
group crise,s; and finally, the geographical distances' be­
tween communities in some countries which make community 
building dHficult. Concerning mission and service: though 
nascent interest in this area is recognized, there is nev­
'ertheless, strength in "service." but weakness in mission as • 
well as weakness in the incarnation of spirituality,togeth 
er with a lack of real communal discernment, and a lack 01 
formed leaders and guides who understand "service and mis­
sion" as a real dimension of Ignatian spirituality~ andfi 
nally there is weakness in the sens'e of the CLC as a world 
movement. 

Marcelo Energici of Chile described three fundamental 
situations in Latin America: first, the situation of 
countries such as Mexico, Brazil and Colombia,where Marian 
Congregations or sodalities still exist and the transition 
t~ CLC, little aided by Jesuits,is consequently difficult; 
se~ondly,the situation 4 0 f countries such as Bolivia,Cuba. 
Venezuela and Peru(despite the latter's strong development
in the recent past) with incipient CLC movements; and 
finally the situation in southern cone nations where major
development has taken place in the CLC movements :Argentina,
Chile and Uruguay", . 

Among the problems of Latin America Marcelo stressed 
the lack of Jesuit guides and the disinterest among
younger,Jesuits in the movement due to the outdated image 
of t~ Marian Congregations. Outside of Chile and Peru 
there is little interest in the SOCiety of Jesus for pro­
moting the CLCs. Another problem, owing to the conflictive 
political situations of the various nations, is the 
resulting tension among the different CLC groups ,weakening 
th~ respective national federations. 

Also stressed as problematic was the geographical situ 
ation which isolates the CLCs from each other and hinders 
communication not only wi thin countries but among countries, 
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especially hecause Df financial reasDris. Marcelo. mentiDned 
(to. the gasps Df many in the Assembly) that the $ 6,000 
spent on the Chilean delegatiDn to. the WDrld Assembly is 
equivalent to. five years' salary Df the nDrmal chilean 
wDrker. 

As a sign Df hDpe,MarcelD pDinted Dut that the greater 
part Df the CLC is cDmpDsed of YDuth and young adults 
with an authentic experience Df persDnally directed Spiri­

. tual Exercises~ a true experience Df cDmmunity, and, 
thrDugh insertiDn into. the lived experience Dfthe sDcially 

,disadvantaged, insight and sympathy for the lives of the, 
pODr. AnDther impDrtant sign Df hDpe is the emplDyment Df 
the laity as guides Df the Spiritual Exercises and collabD 
ratDrs in CLC fDrmatiDn. Finally, effDrts have been made 
toward the creatiDn Df regional CLC cDnsciousness, and 
since Manila'76, actual cDntacts have been made on the re­
gional level, including regular sharing Df materials Df 
and experiences with formatiDn. 

~_Q_B_I_~ __ ~_~_~_B_!_£_~ 

The repDrt on NDrth America was given by Daniel Lebrun 
Df USA and Luc Chapleau of Canada. Daniel spDke, and Luc 
augmented the presentatiDn with several large charts. 

The North American report began with a carefully prep~ 
red statement: 

We, the NDrth American cDntinent, are clear and 
secure abDut Dur charism. We are a lay movement of 
people whose mission is to serve - expecially the 
poor; whose spiri tuali ty is rD9ted in the Spiritual 

. Exercises, and whDse cDmmunity is a respDnse to the 
desire to. share Dur Ignatian experiences as well as 
to supPDrt and discern the activeexpressiDn Df that 
experience : service. Thus the integratiDn Df these 
thTee majDrelements correspDnds to. Dur understanding 
0;£ the one fundamental charism that isCLC. 

Daniel and Luc then began their illustrated report Dn 
the 20 or so grDups of the french;-speaking Canadian federa 
tiDn IDcated in and arDund the two. cities of Mo.ntreal ana 
Quebec and on the 120, Dr so. american communities' spread 
throughDut the USA. Mentioned as strengths were, first, the 
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wide use of the Spiritual Exercises, with laypersons in 
some cases functioning as guides; secondly, the existe.nce 
o~ formation materials and programs offered to members as 
aids towaed deepening their spirituality •. This includes 
the general availability of Formation Courses I and II and 
the development of various Formation Teams. In the area of 
community Daniel and Luc reported the North American Conti 
nent to be '~enefitting from the reality of live-in nation 
al CLC-centers ,where a group of CLeers Iive and facilities 
are used to the best advantage for Ignatian retreats and 
formation gatherings of all kinds.In addition,there exists 
an especially strong common life in other communities whose 
members also live together; some even sharing finances and 
material resources". They also reported a "stronger sense 
of belonging to a national community fostered through natio,!! 
al conventions and World CLC Day gatheriqgs. And finally, 
growth ill the North American capacity to"lead a simple life 
style". In the area of service and mission: reported was a 
clear identification with the thrust of Manila' 76 expressed
in different ways: first, in the service of'the faith 
through involvement in the evangelization or reevangeliza­
tion of youth and adult groups to assist them in their 
struggle to become Christian families; secondly in many 
and varied apostolates carried out by individuals or sec­
tions of CLC groups; and third a growing personal and com­
munal involvement in matters of social justice, e.g., in 
involvement in boycottsagainst multi-national corp-cirations
with unethical or unjust practices, in the campaigns again 
world hunger, in seeking the resettlement of vietnamese 
refugees. 

Theweaknesses on the North American continent were 
perceived to be: first, in the lack of lay guides trained 
to give the Spiritual Exercises to lay people and in the 
lack of other more flexible methodologies to be used in 
bringing single and married individuals into contact with 
Christ; second, in sodalities still hesitant to make the 
transition to CLCs; third, in the dearth of challenges for 
CLC youth, along with a need, to facilitate the transition 
from youth to adult CLCs; fourth, in the as of yet under­
developed methodology. of speaking out as a national move­
ment on national and international issues as should be the 
case; and finally,in an inadequate understanding of social 
sin, and the resulting failure to be aware of and respond 
to national and international issues of justice; furthermore 
in the lack of a corporate sense, which may be contributed 
to by an individualistic manner of giving the Spiritual
Exercises. 
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A coHee brellk preceeded the reports. Q;fth,i comrohsions 

on Formation, on MiS$iQn and Seryice; on, YQ~th, .. £Qllowed 
br the Activity :report o;f th.e EXecutiyeCQu'ricl'l:ra.n.d. o;f ..the 
central Secretariat in l\QIl}e, and, finally:,· tIie :l.'inj;\nci~l 
report. The!ie reports had for the mQst part been written up 
in the preparatory mailings, b.ut the ye;rbal reporting was 
to contribute to the delegates' sense o;fCLC reality. 

The time was 5:40 p.m. A lot had been said. And the 
hugeness of the map of the world in front of the Assembly 
hall did not seem any smaller for all that had been said. 
Despite so many limitations there was still so 1I!Uch to be 
ddne!To discuss the impact of the reports and to formulate 
questions the national federation met after a brief break. 

But an hour later the delegates were once again in the 
Assembly hall asking and answering questions first on the 
regional reports and then on the commission reports.To the 
question as to how an over-individualistic manner of giving
the Spiri tual Exercises might be avoided, John Milan suggested 
using the Exercises to focus not-merely on inter~peTsonal 
sin but on structural sin as well ,thereby to develop cQrpo 
rate group responses to unjust situations .Nick Rieman addea 
that the type of impact the Spiritual Exercises effect on 
persons may depend on the manner in which sin or the Kingdom
is presented; efforts ought be made not to present the 
kingdom in a "churchy" manner, and to present Jesus as he 
was: a poor man who challenged not only social values but 
the actual religious leadership of h, is time. Replying to a 
question as to how the CLCs in America concretely promote
social justice, John Milan explained that the CLCs of the 
Uni ted States had only recently owned justice as a dimension 
of its mission in addition to the spiritual and corporal
works of mercy, and that there was in the United States a 
need to understand economic and political structures in 
order to be able to deal with th.em as groups. Nevertheless 
small beginnings were being made by, for instance, joining 
groups boycotting products of large corporations engaging
in unjust business practices and by expressing soliaarity 
with all groups working for iustice. Fred Leone mentioned 
efforts with other catholic groups to request the Holy Fa­
therduring his forthcoming visit to the US to speak as 
loudly as he did in Puebla about the evils of ~apitalism. 

Arsene Razafimandimby, asked to clarify the stl!:tus of 
the mass movements in Lebanon and Hadagascar,described the 
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lI}a~$ JIlQyeJijents as. 'Mari,an,CongregatioDs which do not follow 
the l;i.Je sty.le of .th.e CLCs., Qut \'lhich gather :t:egularlyand 
are e:xp~ed' to the Spiri.tua,! Exercises~ , 

Pl'. Ludger Brien, S3 speaking for the CLC of Canada, 
described the:m to be in a stage of spiritual formation ,where 
the members involved in schools have engaged themselves in 
the process. of developing programs of .formation. 

Hildegard Ehrtmann, to a request for more information 
on the international activi ties of the Commission on Hission 
and Service' recommended the recent Progressio Supplement 14 
by Fr. Louis Paulus sen SJ for a full treatment of the mat­
ter. Very briefly she explained that the CLC is an ecclesi 
astical movement;because of its apostolic thrust it became 
a members of I~O(International Catholic Organizations) and 
since 1974 enjoys consultative status at the UN.In responsli 
to a query· as to why there had been no reference in the 
commission report to ecumenism, Hildegard replied that 
after Manila' 76 the Executive Council decided than an active 

.concern fot; ecumenism while important, , could not be among 
its priorities. The Executive Council thereby decided not 
to establish a special commission on ecumenism. 

Asked to shed li,&ht on the nature of the special Soli 
darity Fund, Jose Antonio explained this fund since'76 was 
used to help delegates of less weal thy countries attend the 
General Assemblfes by paying for their trips ,assembly fees, 
etc. • and that this fund is. to be dis tinguished from the 
annual contTibutions 'of national federations to the World 
Federation, which ought to be, part of the annual budget of 
each federation. In this regard he mentioned that the lllethod 
by which'national federationSlllanage their income is up to 
each federation. When asked later to explic:itate concretely 
what he felt was necessary for fiscal health ,he called for 
a redistTibution of th.e costs of the World federation and 
fot the' payment of annual dues in the early months of the 
year. 

There being no more questions on the,commission and 
financial Teports the delegates approved them by acclamation. 
But :Francesco Botta of Italy was to ,give expression to 
one of the gnawing anxieties shared by many of the delegates 
present in the room.Having considered the General Assembly's 
theme of One Community at the Service of One World,but also 
having observed through the national and regional reports 
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the real problems of formation and identity on the local 
leyels in the world movement, was the General Assembly not 
going too far toofast?That was a question which ,contrasted 
with the anxieties of the morning, wondered,in the face of 
all that was being said, where the movement was going. Now 
that the reports haa-arso been spoken,and the blissfulness 
o.f th,e ideal had been shaken by the humility of the real, 
the serious question could only be : !fAren' t we going too 
fast?" His question was addressed to Jose. 

Jose conceded that in the world there . are different 
realities ,and that even in each federation there are groups 
which are just beginning, groups which are advanced, and 
groups which are totally engaged, and that it is not easy 
to respond to all the groups. But she nevertheless pointed 
out that between the reports presented today and the 
reports presented in the General Assembly of 1973 there was 
a big gap.In the last years.she asserted,precisely through 
an honest confrontation with the reality of CLC, the 
VISIon of CLC became more clear. The CLC reality has 
consequently been subject to renewal, but that renewal 
depends on methods and conditions different in each country. 
Tha! is a reality whqse problematic persists.Nevertheless,
Jose stressed, all must be more conscious that the experi­
ence of .CLC has stepped forward. We speak differently now 
of CLC than we did in 1973. Thus,the continued application
of the CLC pedagogy will continue to clarify the unifying 
vision of the CLC precisely by encountering and accepting 
the realities which fall short of that vision. 

_ The applause given Jose's reply seemed to say that 
Jose had, expressed the hope of the Assembly. 

It had been a long day.Dominic summed it ~p 9:30 p.m. 
by simply saying, "you have been deepening your awareness 
of who you are". He suggested that the delegates look in 
prayer to the source of all real community, Jesus Christ. 

fr!~eY~_§~E!~~t~r_!1~_§~Y~n!h_~eY 

That :Friday morning was. free was experienced by all 
the delegates, and even by the indefatigable members·of 
the Ex:"'Co, as a real gift. Host went on a tour of the 
hills, lakes and cas ties of the Castelli Romani. Some 
set out for th.e beach. Yet others simply enjoyed the sun 
and air in the environs of Villa Cavalletti. 
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The free morning however ended all too quickly. _By 3: 00 
p.m. the delegates were finding their way to th~ fi~st of 
several meetings of the "interest groups ". The SiJl,lUl taneous 
scheduling of these groups ,including the group on the 
international presence of the WFCLC, the group on CLC for 
married persons, and the group on CLC for marginalized 
persons - forced hard choices among the diversely interested 
delegates. Hence, some national delegations agreed to 
divide themselves among the groups. Others simply were 
sorry bi alfd tri-Iocation had not yet been invented. In the 
group on world presence, chaired by Hildegard Ehrtmann and 
Tobie Zakia, a beginning was made at explaining the actual 
manner in which the CLC is represented in international 
bodies. In the group on CLC for married, led by Mary Blickman 
Thoolen of the Netherlands, discussed wete, among other 
topics ,the need to develop through the Spiritual Exercises 
a spiri tuali ty among married couples which would help whole 
families precisely in their family life,their prayer life, 
and their openness to the poor; methods by which the CLCs 
among themselves can provide concrete help or support to 
job and family problems; the relative values for families 
of marriage encounters, the Equipes de Notre Dame ,and CLCs. 
In the group of CLC for the marginalized led by Clara Julia 
Migliaro there was a sharing of concerns for and experiences 
wi th the poor which questioned the basic attitudes with 
which the CLCer is present to the poor. The time passed too 
quickly. The non-simultaneous translation work in the groups 
had slowed the discussions. And time was up just as the 
groups seemed to be getting hot. A continuation of the 
discussions had been scheduled for 7~00 p.m. But that 
continuation would have to wait till the next morning. 

OUR WORLD TODAY 

The huge map of the world was still hanging inf-ront 
of the As sembly hall when Sidney D'Souza at 4.: 30 p.m. 
introduced fr. }1ichael Campbell-Johnston, SJ, as Director 
of the International Jesuit Secretariat for Social Justice 
in Rome and editor of the magazine , Promotio Ju·stitiae. 
having had personal experience in Guiana .Mexico and BraZll. 
He was to speak to the assembly on "Our WOrld Tod·ay"; 

That of course was no mean task. And Fr. Campbell­
Johnston began by describing the difficulty of starting on 
such a demanding topic .RefEHring however to. the posters on 
the wall ,Fr. Campbell-Johnston stated. "But you have already 
started" • 
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To present "Our World Today" Pl'. CampbeTl,,.'J~ohnstQn 

would, IiI-st lo()katfacts; second, analyze the meaning Of 
th.e fa.cts ; third , vi,ew possible courses' of actiQri in.the 
light Qf the factual analysis; and finally, recognize pos'" 
sible consequences of action. 

The facts : To look at the facts he singled out five 
posters ~hich could serve, as an introductory to the world 
reality: the poster of Germany , which described tremendous 
first-world wealth but also presented a litany of human 
problems; existential angst,social isolation,prostitution, 
delinquency,drunkeness; the poster of the USA,which begged 
God f s forgiveness for commercialism, for putting profits 
first before people ,for an unthinking acceptance of.the arms 
race, for overuse of the world's resources; the poster of 
Colombia,which documented an unjust distribution of income, 
land and opportunity for schooling; the poster of the PhiliE. 
pines which illustrated through three fish bowls set one on 
top of each other how the structure in that country protects 
extremely few very fat fish from having to share wealth and 
power wi th the few middle-sized fish and the extremely many 
small fish; finally ,one other poster which expressed realiza 
tion that a Church which is a class church with little pro 
phetic voice and whose clergy is paternalistic and friendly 
with oppressive' governments is part of the problem. 

Fr. Campbell-Johnston used five statements to further 
present the facts. First, a statement of Fr. Pedro Arrupe
1n 1976 that ten years after Vaticano II had proclaimed the 
human race had never before enjoyed SQ much wealth,and had 
never before experienced' such a large ,proportion of its 

,citizens still tormented by poverty, there were still, ac­
cording to U.N. statistics, 460 million such people, and 
their number'was increasing. Forty percent of these people 
are children; peoplepermanent11 hungty and whose capacity 
for normal life can- never be realized;' Second, a Congress 
of Employment held in Geneva in 1977 made clear ,that in 
spite of two decades of development there has been failure 
to achieve any of the objectives of development; the poverty 
wi thin countries had increased. :number of poor was rising,. 
the degree of inequality widening~ and unemployment 
increasing. Thus two categories of poverty are recognized; 
those seriously poor, comprising 6H of the third world; 
and those destitutely poor, comprising 33% of the third 
world. Hence, below the so called "poverty line" which,PTO 
videsbut a "minimum for survival" are Iiving700 million 
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pe.ople. Third, a statement by Robert McNamara in the World 
Bank .repo.rt of 1978 to its governors J that even· if the 
growth rates of developing countries would be achieved, 
though this is unlikely,some 600 million individuals would 
still remain traPl?ed in absolute poverty - a condition of 
life so ,character1ied by malnutrition as to be aeneath any 
reasonable definition of human decency. Fourth, the state­
ment by experts concerned with a new world order that the 
most outstanding feature of the world today is that while 
two-thirds of the world live in a state of misery and poverty, 
the-rest feel the- effects of overconsumption and continue 
ina type of economic growth . which destroys the natural 
and human envi ronment. Furthe rmore , in some of the under­
developed countries privileged minorities have consumption 
rates equivalent to those of the privileged in the first 
world. Finally a moving statement from a nine-year-old boy 
from Akrah, describing in the year of the child 1979 the 
destituteness of his life situation. 

Analysis. Fr. Campbell-Johnston then said that an 
analysis of the facts is indispensable if the CLC in response 
to them would like to do anything of value. With the wrong 
analysis, he warned, things can become worse .. But he also 
asserted that today for the first time in history it is pos 
sible to make such a:a analysis and to use acquired skills 
and knowledge to change the world. Hence, he asserted, it 
is the duty of christians not to confine themselves to 
micro-worlds but to be concerned with and to try to under­
stand wider problems : structural problems and the need 
to build better structures. This is a responsibility which 
may not be left to 'the "experts". 

Explaining that he could not now possibly give a full 
presentation on the methodology of social and structural 
analysis ,he nevertheless illustrated the importance of such 
analysis by recalling four stages in,which"development" in 
the world had been analyzed, which in turn determined four 
different strategies aimed at helping development.Briefly: 
the first manner of analysis ,prevalent after World War II, 
understood "development" in terms of growth in income or 
Gross National Product (GNP); the second, prevalent during 
the Kennedy era, analyzed development in terms of social 
progress, using as a measure of that progress the society 
in the USA; the third analyzed development in terms of the 
degree to which marginalized social groups were integrated
into the existing social system of a given country(through 
a "trickling down" of social benefits); the fourth analyzed 
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development as coming "from below", i.e. in its ability to 
gi ve to the poor the power themselves to form new structures. 

Action. Such analyses determine strategies not only
within the political communities but within church organi­
zations.Hence, Fr. Campbell-Johnston said,an acceptance of 
the first analysl,s results in the massive giving of aid and 
in relief and charitable work coming from outside the needy 
group;an acceptance of the second results in the development 
of social institutions such as schools, hospitals and 
orphanages; an acceptance of the third resul ts in a multi tude 
of socio-economic self-help projects such as those sponsored 
by "Misereor", Oxfam, etc'J and an acceptance of the las t 
results in action toward conscientization and the mobiliza 
tion of people toward political and social action. 

It is the growing opinion, asserted Fr. Campbell-John 
ston, that the fourth strategy is essential for development: 
that unless the people are participating on all levels of 
development action aimed at aiding development becomes 
counterproductive. Only when the fourth strategy has been 
applied successfully can the other strategiesJaccording to 
need,be profitably used. 

Consequences. The fourth strategy is the most demanding, 
since it calls for genuine sharing and learning from below 
and demands experiential knowledge.It is also the strategy 
which may imply conflict on all levels. Those who take 
part in it must pay a heavy price. Fr. Campbell-Johns'ton 
then asserted the option for the poor implies being on 
their side.As guiding principles in living out that option 
he offered D. Hollenbach's (Woodstock) strategic moral 
priori ties: first, the needs of the poor take priority over 
the needs of the rich; second,the freedom of the dominated 
takes priority over the liberty of the powerful; and third, 
the partiCipation of marginalized groups in a social system
takes priority over the preservation of an order which 
excludes them. Such is the challenge before christians to­
day. Not to accept is to be irrelevant. 

It was ·6:30 p.m. when Fr. Campbell-Johnston ended. He 
had spoken longer than had been expected, but the applause
given him was grateful. The posters on the wall had finally
spoken through him, and the huge map in front of the Hall 
seemed now to be less decoration and more, challenge.During 
the break which followed the delegates had to ask them­
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selves what they were doing to promote justice in their 
respective countries. 

At 7:00 p.m. instead of the originally scheduled 
continuation of the discussions in the "interest groups", 
the delegates were given the opportunity to ask questions 
of Fr. Campbell-Johnston. At the outset Fr. Campbell ­
Johnston stated that he didn't have the answer to all the 
questions, but he did feel an exchange would be meaning­
ful. 

Concerning violen~e, he said that he personally does 
not favour violence, Slnce in the long run violence breeds 
more violence. Personally he favours non-violent means of 
change. However he prefaced his statement by saying that 
the process of conscientization precisely helps the people 
to make their own decisions on this matter ,and he ended by 
recalling that not all violence is wrong.Populorum Progres­
sio admits the possibility of violence as a measure of last 
resort to change violent situations, as is the case in many
countries. The people alone have the right to make thelr 
decision in this regard. Asked to mention some of the achie 
vements of the strategy of conscientization, he said that 
this strategy is in use in many parts of the world: in Bra­
zil, Nicaragua, El Salvador, the Philippines, India,etc.and 
that the future depends on the continued use of this strate 
gy, since it best follows the course pointed out by the gos 
pel. He described this strategy as one of the great positi~ 
ve achievements of the Church in Latin American in the last 
ten years. - On the actual existence of a developed chris­
tian social analysis, he admitted that there was as of yet 
no such analysis, though studies as the, Center o'f Concern in 
Washington USA and by the Maryknoll fathers were working in 
this direction. He added that such an analysis was a diffi ­
cuI t and delicate task; it is not easy; for instance, to avoid 
the danger of a marxist analysis becoming an expression of 
marxist ideology. Part of this difficulty, he later said,is 
that with the diversity of the social sciences today there 
is not a single method which can be called catholic to the 
exclusion of other methods. Influencing these empirical so­
cial sciences is always an understanding of what) for in­
stanceJ}farxism is, what justice is - something which for the 
fai th is very vi tal indeed. Asked what he fel t about the idea 
of each country moving toward self-sufficiency wi th economic 
independence from each other,he replied he believed such an 
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idea to be difficult ,since world trade and international con ,J; 

tacts seemed to be bringing the countries of the world towaru 
more and more interdependence. The ideal of the national 
state seems therefore to be gone and the movement of the 
world seems to be in the direction of regional development, 
world control, and world government. - Replying to a pro­
test that his speech on the world failed to mention the 
Second World,Fr.-Campbell-Johnston stated that he had just 
come from certain east european communist countries, and 
opined that against that type of repression there is little 
that can be done. Therefore there is little to be said. 
The Church there is one of silence.But it is also a church 
which looks to the future. The great interest in religion, 
he mentioned, is among the youth. And maybe a flourishing
church may emerge from this situation. He then mentioned 
that both capi talis)ll and socialism are evil; capitalism 
evil in essence, because based on a prin~iple of greed, 
and socialism evil in effect, because it results in tot~li 
tarianism. Efforts should nevertheless be mad~ at mainta= 
~n~ng the positive aspects of both systems. - Concerning 
the purity of intention of developed countries promoting
the strategy of conscientization, Fr. Campbell stated that 
since problems of justice are not confined to the third 
world, the process of conscientization is likewise not 
confined to the third world. Hence international agencies 
~uch as Misereor give tremendous sums of money to help the 
countries of the first world become conscious of their 
role in injustice. It is therefore a duty of christians 
in the first world to study their relations wi~h other 
countries. 

As an example of the pressing need of such first-world 

conscientization he mentioned the recent UNCTAD conference 

in Manila where all the rich countries refused to change 

any of the structures in the world. Commenting on 

conditions as in South Africa where strategies of violence 

are banned, Fr. Campbell-Johnston simply recalled the 

example of the pTiest he knows in South Africa who believes 

in Christ as Liberator and who is therefore quietly

working among the poor trying to, awaken their c'onfidence 

in themselves. Meaningfully he mentioned that recent 

events on the world political scene proved that even 

strong dictatorial governments are not omnipotent. - Asked 

finally to comment on the dangers, values and neces'si ty 

of direct experience with the poor, Fr. Campbell-Johnston 

first agreed with the assertion that such experienGes are 

always mediated and therefore to some extent necessarily 
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artificial. Most of us, he said, can't be po6r in the way 
the poor are. And the poor don't expect us to be. The point 
is, however, for a while to get out of our own world and 
enter into a world where we feel helpless, not wanted, and 
there feel something of the helplessness and frustration 
that are the poor themselves. The value of doing so, he 
said, is hard to put in words. Like Mother Theresa says, 
we get more than we give. Then Fr .Campbell-Johnston shared. 
somethillg of the privilege of having spent five years in 
Georgetown, Guayana:One learns to respect the poor and the 
illiterate for the great worth that is their own. In this 
process, all development is self-development. We do not 
develop another p.erson. We learn to have respect. Is ther~. 
fore such an experience necessary? Fr. Campbell-Johnston
answered: essential! 

Sidney thanked Fr. Campbell-Johnston for disturbing
the comfortable and comforting the disturbed. 

After the evening meal, gathered in regional groups 
in the various chapels of the house ,the delegates celebrat 
ed Eucharist. 

Thedelegateswh,o the day before regretted not being 
able to attent all the meetings of the interest groups 
because of simultaneous scheduling found Iittle consolation 
on this day. For although there were no plenary sessions 
scheduled till late afternoon and the time was meant to 
be used precisely for in.terest groups, the number of inter 
est groups seemed to have doubled. Besides the groups on 
mission and service, on CLC for married couples, and on 
CLC for the marginalized, John Reilly was nOW leading a 
special group on lay spirituality, the Asian Community was 
having a special meeting, and so were the youth. 

Departing from the emphasis on presence in internatio!! 
al organizations of the previous day. the, group on mission? 
and service attempted to perceive what was needed in this 
area on the national level. The members shared descriptions
of national realities, then brainstormed on possible steps 
to improve service through mission on this level. These 
included: conscientization, formation, insertion, iecogni­
tion and use of available resources, deepening values of 
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justice, the development of a vision-in-practice of an 
alternative society to the status quo, the periodical eval 
uation of the reality around us as preparatory to discern~ 
ment for action, the formation of guides in the social di­
mension of the Spiritual Exercises, personal conversion, 
prayer and love, and the conversion of those in political 
power. Furthermore, the group suggested that Progressio 
might publish, first, regular reports of federations 
regarding their local works; secondly, analyses of events 
in countries where CLCs exist; and thirdly, documents of 
international organizations relevant to' the CLC. Tn the 
group on CLC for the marginalized, the manner in which the 
Spiritual Exercises might be given to the very poor in the 

. light of the experience of such in Bolivia was discussed. 
The group on eLC for married persons summarized their 
meetings with a poster which they later displayed at the 
entrance to the dining hall. It read: "After two hours of 
deliberation and discernment we have decided we are happy 
to be married". Unfortunately, because of the large number 
of Jesuits present at the Assembly, that sentiment could 
not be shared by everyone. 

The meeting which was led by John Reilly and well­
attended discussed three points:the place of the layman in 
the Church, lay spirituality, and the specifically CLC 
spirituality. In the course of the discussion on these 
points, participated in vigorously by laymen, the layness 
of the unmarried lay in the CLC was questioned, as well 
as the legitimacy of considering the married CLCer the 
ideal of layness for the CLC. 

The meeting of the Asian Communitt was a spontaneously
organized meeting which gave opportun~ty to delegates pre­
sent "from Japan, Hong Kong, India, the Philippines, China, 
Australia, Indonesia and Sri Lanka to express their sen­
timents regarding the course of the General Assembly to 
that point. Those sentiments were later set in writing
formally and shared with the Executive Council. 

The youth meetinfs which were held on this day were 
not merely meetings 0 an interest group, but were part of 
a formal dynamic within the General Assembly to determine 
the membership of the Youth Commission of the WFCLC for the 
next three years. This membership determined, three names 
would be chosen by the young delegates of the General As­
sembly as possibilities for the one Youth ~epresentative 
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on the Executive Council. The Executive Council would thus 
choo;;e a representative from among the names mentioned. 
Hence, at the suggestion made by the youth leadership in 
the preparatory mailings, many of the national delegations 
had included among their membership a special youth repre­
sentative. 

Already the day before, during their f.ree time in the 
morning, many of these youth delegates had gathered and had 
through self-introduction and exchange of personal experi­
ences begun the process of getting to know one anotehr more 
deeply. At the morning session of the youth meeting on this 
day, presided over by Gian Carlo Murkovic, incumbent youth 
representati ve to the Executive Counci,l, the intention of 
selecting these Youth Commission members was reiterated and 
clarified~ and the process of getting to know each other, 
begun the previous day ,continued. Particularly helpful toward 
attaining the purpose of these meetings was the sharing on 
what each delegate felt the service of the Youth Commission 
members should consist in. The most mentioned function was 
communication: the Youth Commission members should help bind 
youth CLCers to each other by fostering and themsel ves engag 
ing in organizational and personal communication. That foun­
dation laid,the youth delegates in the afternoon session 
through three rounds of voting elected to the Ybuth Commis 
sion,Erik de Jongh of the Netherlands, Maura Twomey of Ir~ 
land, Gian Carlo Hurkovic of Italy, Margaret Rebello of In 
dia,Robertus Triweko of Indonesia,Perpetua Katepaof Zambia, 
Helen Tong of Hong Kong, and Paul Van Royen of Belgium. 
Elected in absentia to the same commission was Ivan Ortiz 
of Chile, who had declared himself available for the serv­
ice", and a slot was reft open for a representative from 
the North American continent,which was to be filled later. 

In the middle of all the busyness, at the noonday
meal, the delegates celebrated the birthday of their navi­
gator, Dominic, with song, ice cream and cake. 

TOWARDS A NEW ORIENTATION 

After the evening Mass a new phase in the process of the Gene!. 
al Assembly began. That a new phase was to begin at thl~ 
time was clear from the printed schedule, and had been 
specially announced by Dominic two days earlier. That this 
phase was something different, something specially chal­
lenging, something specially weighty for th'e future of the 
movement,was hinted at by the announcement that during the 
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36 hours it was to last, an atmosphere o~ general silence 
was to be maintained. 

Hildegard, Magdalena ,Jose and Dominic were sitting in 
front of the hall when the delegates had gathered and the 
opening song "Hombres nuevos" was sung."We begin the, third 
phase of the process of the 'Assembly", Hildegard stated. 
She then gave the floor to Dominic ,who offered the Assembly 
words of orientation. Jose then reminded.the delegates, as 
Hildegard had mentioned in her opening speech and as the 
General Assembly's navigator had repeated several times,that 
the group was on a journey, and that the journey was apil 
grimage, and that the theme of the General Assembly. "Towards 
one communi ty at the service of one world", was an·open 
quesdon. The time had now come, Jose said, in a spirit of 
true discernment and openness to the will of God, to pose 
the question explicitly. Should we now actively strive to 'be 
a world community ?Would this lead us to a greater unhmin 
the hope of better service to the one world? Jose th~n rees 
pitulated the phases through which the Assembly hadalr~a4Y 
travelled:' the attempt to see and deepen one's eXl'erien·ce.o£ 
the CLC' s charism, the look at the reality of the CLC throu&!!: 
out the world in its different evolutions ,and the challenge 
to serve that world especially in the third world. Nothing 
was really new.But the exchange had deepened comprehension 
and appreciation of the CLC charism in reality - which in­
dicated advancement in vocation. 
Now the task seemed to be to consider the signs within the 
movement which seemed to be pointing toward greater union. 
To probe them for their genuiness. And by prayer, listen­
ing, and exchange to try to answer the Assembly" s· question 
in a way that could echo the will, of God.Discernment there 
fore in this phase would take place not in an atmosphere 1)"£ 

. noise but in an atmosphere of silent listening to self ,to 
the other, to the group, to the Word of God. 

Hildegard then formally stated the question: 

Should we now' actively strive 
to become a world cOlI'.nlunity?

I 

And she explained the suggested process: a kind of discern 
ment which for some would not be new, for others, however: 
quite new.AII were encouraged to taste and feel the worth 
of the process.For the process was a form of intensive prayer 
to receive an answer, not to fabricate one. Thus Hildegard 
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invited all to relax, for there was noth;ing that they had 
to aChieve in this ph¥se.'It was n9t an exercise in problem 
solving. The task, even i£ the ti~e was li~ite'd, was to 
listen to the, voi,ce o;f the Spirit and to discern on a level 
of deeper cOJIlJIlunication than ordinary words" Hence, the 
request for sil~nce. 

The process involved six steps.At 7:00 p.m.that even­
ing the d'elegates were to enter into an hour of prayer .Dur 
ing this hour they were to allow all th,ereasons for a nO' 
to the poseq question, to affect them, and these reason were 
to be written down. All were made to understand that, the 
process was to move participants towards detachment and gen 
uine indifference," ,such that God f swill lIlightbe discerneiI 
,with complete receptivity. At 9: 00 p.m., then, the same 
small groups which had as it were been suspended after the 
first phase of the Ci!neral Assembly were once again to meet. 
Intbese small groups, each member was to consider every
other member as an aid to listening for God's will. Thus, 
each memoer was at this session to share all his or her 
reasons for no to the posed question. Questi9ns of clari­
fication .could be posed, but discussion and debate were to 
be excluoed from the process. In this manner the delegates 
were to sensitize themselves for new light on their posi­
tions. 

The next step would begin the next morning at 9:00 a. 
m. For an hour the delegates in prayer would now list 
reasons and interior movements for a' yes to the posed
question, which the delegates would once again in their 
small groups share.with each other. 

In a plenary sessions at 11:00 a.m. all the reasons 
fo,r !!£ and then all the reasons for' yes would be heard. 

The third step at 4:00 p.m. would ask each of the 
delegates, having heard all the reasons for and all the 
reasons against, to choose either reb: or no and recognize
the one main reason or movement w ich- -rnfluenced that 
~ or...!!.2... This' would th,en he shared in the small groups,
where in listening to the various· decisions particular 
care was·to be given be present to such interior movements 
as joy, confusion, anxieties, prejudices and preferences, 
in order to be able consciously to deal with them. The 
delegates were to listen to their hearts. 
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The fourth step at 5:00 p.m. would ask the delegates 
in the light of the last step once again in prayer to 
decide for a ~~ or~. Delegates would be free either to 
change or toCITscover confirmation for their previous 
decisions. 

The new or renewed decisions would then he shared 
with the groups. 

The fifth step, after the evening Eucharist and meal, 
would then ask the delegates of the national federations 
to meet and in the light of the day's experience articulate 
their ~ or ~. 

Then at 9:30 the following morning the national fede­
rations fully affiliated with the World Federation would 
formally vote ~ or no to the posed question. A simple 
majority would EKen be considered decisive. Finally, the 
sixth step; the groups would in the light of the decision 
taken articulate the means to carry out that decision. 

The ship's staff had set the course. But it was as if 
that course were taking the ship head on into a channeI 
where the winds would be mighty and the 'currents deceptive, 
and where even if the dangers of the channel were survived 
it was not clear whether it would lead to shipwreck on 
devilish rocks or to open waters and light. And if now 
delegates, despite the leadership's soothing words, experi 
enced anxiety, perhaps even fear, it was basically because 
the journey meant much to them and because they had learned 
to love their little ship. "How can we discern on a ques­
tion, where we don't unders'tand precisely why the question 
is being asked?" "How can we discern on a question whose 
termini we don't precisely understand"?"How can we discern 
on a question whose practical implications for the future 
we are not aware of?"But the course had been set,and there 
was no way to turn the ship around. 

That evening and the next morning the general atmosphere
of silence and prayer was at its most intense degree during 
the whole of the General Assembly. There had already been 
much praying. The liturgies, the prayers and songs before 
and after formal sessions, the evening points for prayer, 
the private morning meditations, the morning sessions on 
methods of oriental prayer conducted by Ed Nemes and Oriol 
Pujol and the eutonic exercises led by Ingeborg v. Grafen~ 
tein, had all contributed to an atmosphere of prayerfulness 
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during the assembly. Certainly some would have liked that 
atmosphere to have been more intense, but nobody could say 
the prayerful at.mosphere 'had not been there, Now, till 
around noon of the next day, if silence can be accepted as 
indicative of prayerfulness, it was most intense. 

Sun~eY.l_~s;I2!~l1!~~r_!2.l_~!I}t:~ __!?ey 

Since the interaction in the small groups had already 
begun in the first phase,the sharing in the groups was now 
qUiet, reflective and candid. Something of the honesty 
which dignified these meetings came to light at the 11:00 
a.m. plenary session when group representatives presented 
their reasons for and against a ~ to th~ posed question. 

Should we now activel strive to become a wor14 communit ? 
Thirteen group representatives rea approxlmately 0 rea­
sons for no into the records. Though each of the reasons 
were nuanced by the experience of a particular country or 
the insight of an individual delegate, repetitions were 
recognizable. Hence, at the risk of having lost the partic 
ular nuance of the statements given, the reasons for no 
were the following: 

Question unclear and Erocess questionable. Some delegates 
did not understand t e presuppositions, the intent, the 
content, the terminology,the implications,and the point of 
the question. Some felt the question was artificial:a qUes 
tion not asked by the body of the delegates present nor by 
the"grass roots"of the CLC membership,but a question which 
was asked from above. ,Some tnerefore felt that the process 
was invalid, betraying, manipulative; it merely indicated 
how the Executive Council was treating the delegates "like 
children", e.g., in the imposition of silence. 

Local richness and diversitf endangered.Some believed th.at 
"a ~ to world communl ty wou d necessarily have to sacrifice 
local development to world development, especially in Afri 
ca, Latin America and Asia. This would then bypass the 
depth, beauty and diversity of local cultures, counter the 
welcome trend in the church today toward indigen.ization, 
and overlook weaknesses special to particular situations. 

Members not read. The spiritual, personal, 
condition 0 the members, iome believed, 

indicate readiness for such a large step. which 
special competencies and virtues. The spirit of 
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Augsburg' 73 and Manila' 76 had not yet become sufficiently 
incarnate .in the movement. There was also little felt iden 
tification with the World Commtini ty, and therefore Iittle 
world consciousness and vision, while the development of 

\ communi ty on national levels had not yet matured. 

In fact~ in the Church, even among priests and religi 
ous, world community had not yet been realized. ­

Furthermore, the lay membership in the movement was as of 
yet too low, and the dependence on the Jesuits as of yet 
too great. The process of development into a world com­
munity, which was existent, should therefore be allowed 
to take its course. But it should not be artificially 
catalyzed. There was noneed to hurry. The Spirit should not 
be forced. 

Overdominance of strong countries. Some believed that a 
~ could entail an overdominance of the spiritually" or 
financially or politically advanced federations in the 
movement, and hinder thereby the maturing of the federa­
tions of the third world. 

UtoEian. The idea of World Community was a dream, unreal­
Istlc, too large, too idealistic, too abstract,utopian. 

Superfluous. The movement can now as a world federation 
achieve all that a "World Community" could ever achieve, 
some believed. Therefore a yes would approve merely a 
more appealing name. Enough for the purposes of the move­
ment were the Spiritual Exercises. 

Costs. World community would mean more international in­
teraction, more personal time and effort to support that 
interaction, and therefore more expenditures for travel. 
Already, it was pointed out, some were scandalized at the 
amount of travelling done by CLCers. 

Too ri~.Some believed that if the structures of the mov~ 
ment, wnlch were functioning well, were tampered with, a 
good structure could be lost in favor of an unknown value. 
On the other hand nothing seemed to warrant the risk. 

Lay characterendanfered. A decision for world community, 
some feared, wouldorfei t more leadership iIi th.e movement 
to priests or religious because of the relative unprepare~ 
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ness of the lay for the responsibilities of a world com­
munity. The development of the movement could therefore 
move more in the direction of a religious community or 
merely a pious group instead of into a genuine movement of 
lay christians in the world. 

Wrong priority.A:tJ':.§ to the proposition of world community, 
some believed, would be a ~ to a wrong focus in the move 
ment. Instead of focusing on world community it was more 
urgent to focus on the lay character of the movement or the 
necessity for more Ignatian formation.Others believed that 
the more urgent focus was justice and the need to mobilize 
against unjust structures in the world. World community 
would involve too much self-centeredness. 

Elitist, Exclusivist.The demands of a world community,some 
believed, would be so rigorous that too many would be 
excluded from i t.Excl uded would be many married christians, 
but especially the ~ who may not yet have developed the 
quali ties prerequisi te for membership nOr have the resources 
to develop them. Furthermore, the very layness of the com­
munity may exclude priests and religious from contributing 
creatively to the community. 

Essential change. To say ~ to worid community, some 
believed,would support not a development of the CLC charism 
but constitute substantial change in the character ofethe 
movement. Such substantial .change would then free members 
already committed to CLC to leave the movement. 

Not a ~ush. In John Reilly 's, terminology ,some believed that 
a worl community was not being urged by God. 

The slow reading of all the reasons against had lasted 
longer than expected. It was 12:20 p.m., and there was an 
almost depressing heaviness in the air.Patrick quipped that 
the session had been like a protracted reading from the 
Book of Lamentations. The ensuing laughter was refreshing, 
but the heaviness remained. Furthermore, a practical pro­
blem had to be solved. Either the reading of the reasons 
for ~el could be postponed till that afternoon, allowing
the e egates to rest before lunch, or after a 10 minute 
break, a beginning could be made of the reading of reasons 
for, which then would be continued after th.e lunch hour. 
A vote decided for a short break. A breath of fresh air. 
Then the immediate reading of reasons fOT yes. 

At 12:45 and later at 1:46 p.m. the reasons for ~ could 
more or less be ,summarized as follows: 
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Be:t;oreGod •. Some delegates felt that saying ~ to world 
cQmmunity ~as sayi.ng~ to a call ot God. Saying ~ 
th.eretore was what tJiey discerned to be his will. . Various 
ill}agesillustrated this call. God himself, unity in 
trinity, is conimunity', and christian lite is entrance into 
that community. In'that Christ shared in our humanity, 
human community in Him shares in divine community. It was 
also the prayer ot Christ that his followers be one, in 
the sallje manner that He and His Father were one. As a sign 
and:sYjIlbol of that unity, he gives himself to us in the 
Eucharist.Through His Spirit,poured out onto his followers 
on Pentecost, 'he continues to bind his followers together 
in unity. Before God, therefore, there is no federation: 
only community. Saying ~ to community is but surrender 
to the work that the Lord is effecting in the world: faith 
overcoming egoism. 

Desired. World community,in the view of some' delegates ,was 
a reality deeply desired. 

Good and necessar~ ideal. World community, demanding as it 
is, would be an i eal that would provide direction to the 
movement, provide guidance for its planning, and spur the 
movement toward the attain.ment of the highest possible goals. 
Saying~, then, would commit .the movement to permanent 
struggle toward community ,rather than allow it complacently 
to wait for perfect conditions for community to fall from 
heaven, and thereby never to move. 

Expresses CLC's I¥natian charism.Saying~ to the greater
challenges of wor d communl.ty seemed to some delegates to 
be in harmony with the Ignatian spirit of m~gis.Furthermore, 
a sense for the unity of humanity and unl.versal community
seemed to be a natural fruit of the Spiritual Exercises. 
Also, a~ to world community seemed to be the logical 
result of a process of articulating the CLCs charism,which 
had taken place since the promulgation of the General 
Principles and continued through the conferences of Auesburg
and Manila. It was necessary to strike while the iron was' 
hot and say ~ A n2 to this further articulation would 
be a step backwards. . 

AidsspirituaTity. Through the sensitivities that would 
result by living the ideal of world community ,some thought 
a greater personal liberation of the whole man in the spirit 
of Augsburg would result. Also,the specific layness of the 
spirituali ty of the CLC, would be better fostered particu­
larly by communal clarification of the roles of lay and 
religious in the movement and by improved lay formation. 
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Helps community. The ideal 0,£ world cOIJllllunity would help 
the e.xperience of community. First, because cQJI)1I)unity ;ra­
ther tha.n federation stresses the human and 'the personal 
over the juridical and the structural in the moVement; it 
would thus help ;J;oster personal communication, trust, and 
awareness of each other's concrete needs. World community 
would thereby encourage a sharing of resources, personnel 
and talent, a sharing which could eventually lead to· a 
sharing of goods. That a ~ to world community could result 
in juridical changes relat! ve to the present General Prin:Ci 
pIes could also mean n()t·· an alienation of the CLC spirit 
but a help to its community. Through adequate changes
in the direction of world community more solidari ty, sup­
port,and sensitivity within the movementcouldbe fostered. 
This would help break down prejudices and deepen the friend 
ships which already exist in the CLC. ~. 

World apostolate. Some delegates believed that through the 
.acceptance of world community the worldwide and not merely 
local character of the CLCs would be stressed, and identi­
fication with the 'task as a world community to serve the 
one world would be fostered. A common world vision and a 
shared openess to the needs of the world therefore develop.
The movement would thereby experience more unity, and in 
that unity more strength. Part of that strength would lie 
in the greater possibility of practising discernment not 
merely in local or national groups but as a world-wide c'om 
munity. In a world torn asunder by local wars and atomizea 
interests and injustice, the world community could witness 
to the possibility and urgency of unity as demanded by the 
Gospel. 

Local a*ostolate. The World community would be the apparatus
by whic local richness, diversity, and strengths along
.with the nuances of local problems would be appreciated. 
It would therefore stimulate understanding of local situ­
ations and local involvement. Furthermore, the experience
of world community, with its dimensions of equal sharing
and personal acceptance, would demand a decided rejection
of all forms of injustice, especially on the local level, 
and therefore more concrete commitment to the poor. 

MembershiE' The demands of a world community would encourage
in the CL a membership concerned about its qual ity, .not 
its quantity. This quality ·would be enhanced by formation 
that would stress the lay dimension of the movement. 
Increased lay formation would decrease the danger of clerical 
dominance in the movement. 
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Church.Some members felt it fitting that in a church which 
was universal there be an analogously universal lay moye­
ment. Furthermore; the Pope, in his address to the General 
Assembly, expressed the desirability of such a world com­
munity. It is also one of the clear presuppositions of the 
papal ehcyclica Redemptor Hominis. 

Other movements. Not only were there existing other catho­
lic,christian and ecumenical movements striving to promote 
world community, and whose good example was emulatorY,but, 
on the purely secular plane, organizations ,for motivations 
purely secular, were taking pains to organize on the world 
level to meet world demands. In the CLC the Kingdom of God 
demands similar if not more intense efforts at world commu 
nity. 

Executive Council. A ~ to world community ,some 'believed, 
was warranteo-ouf of personal trust to the members of the 
Ex-Co, who had posed the question. Furthermore, under the 
new structure of a world community; the Ex-Co could act as 
a central body of discernment sensitive to where the move­
ment should go. Elections also to the Ex-Co would be based 
not merely on regional representation but on competence. 

Youth. World community, in the view of some delegates, was 
the challenge the youth was waiting for. 

There was quiet suspense as each of the delegat~s, 
having heard all the reasons for..Y§J! and no, expressed in 
his group his own position. Quite evident was an attitude 
of humble searching and openness ,even as the first posi tions 
were articulated. In the second session of the afternoon, 
some delegates, based on the light of other delegate's 
positions ,changed their positions and expressed why.Others, 
often after a {;enuine struggle with the movements with~n, 
expressed conflrmation in their first position.At any rate, 
it was an enriching preparation for the evening meeting of 
the national federations ,when the vote for the next morning 
was dete rmined. 

The Eucharist of the day. led in italian by Achille 
D' Ari •and accompanied by the smiHng, singing CLC-T ....shi rted 
members of the arrangements committee, gave thanks for the 
movement of the Spirit. 
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At 9;34 on Monday morning Hildegard opened the session 
wi th the song. HNous chanterons pour toi. Seigneur". The 
hour had come for the thirty~five formally affiliated fede 
rations plus the Executive Council to vote on the question 
the General Assembly had asked of itself before God: 
Should we now actively strive to become a world community? 
It was an hour for concrete decision. 

Before the proceeding began, J. Miguel Leturia asked 
if there was any truth in the rumor that nressure was being 
exerted on the Executive Council to Ino·ve the Federation in 
the direction of a world community. If become clear that 
the rumor was absolutely baseless . 

. Then the votes were collected. And counted. The result 
at the end was: 

YES: 23. NO: 7. ABSTENTIONS: 6. 

There was something of a stunned silence after the vot 
ing. The General Assembly was saying~. It was a clear 
~,but it was a humble ~ ,uttered not without reservation 
and fear. The momentary silence acknowledged that. Then 
came the applause. Then came the song.It was the moment of 

. World Community. A moment of joy. And refl,ection. 

After a break the small groups met for the last time 
in the General Assembly. Their task was to brainstorm for 
means as to how the ~ of the body could be best carried 
out. Their suggestions were to be submitted in writing to 
the Executive Council,and shared verbally wi th the Assembly 
at the plenary session at 11 :45 that morning. Some of those· 
suggestions were the fOllowing: 

World community. The CLC through its Executive Council should 
study the actual situation of the CLC in the world today, 
inform itself on exact numbers of members and groups wi thin 
fedetations, and recognize local national and international 
strengths and weaknesses. Studies then should bi made to 
explicate the consequences· of the decision for world com­
munity. The meaning of world community would thereby have 
to be clarified. Also to be clarified would be the relative 
roles oilaymen, priests and religious in the layworldco!!!. 
munity. Possibly helpful toward t.hese goals would be the 
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development of various models of community and the ;formula" 
ti,onof a time ch,edule so as to avoid oyerhastiness. ­

L'oca1c'onnntmities. Respect and responsibility must further 
lIIore be maintained' for the parti,cular situation of local 
fede~ations or cOllllllunities,especiallyfor the weaker ones. 
Groups could very well study the lists' of reasons given 
against world communities in order to avoid those dangers. 

Live-In World Community. A small community of CLCers from 
different parts,of the world living together in a designated 
place could give concrete witness to the reality of world 
community. 

Prayer. Prayer in the CLC must be intensified. In CLC 
groups a prayer for the advancement of world community 
might be part of e~ery meeting. Occasions such as a World 
Day could be used for prayer for the world community. A 
contLnued stance of listening mus-t be maintained. 

Augsburg and Manila. The spirit of liberation of the whole 
man and of identification with the poor for better service 
must continue to animate the world community. 

Communication. Personal communication among members of the 
world commun1ty must increase, e.g. by more personal cor­
respondence among members; by more visiting of members in 
their own home situations, by an increased cultivation of 
hospitality within the world community. To this end, the 
publication of or easy accessibility to the addresses of 
members of national federations of the world community 
might be helpful. Organizational cOlllJllunication within the 
world community must improve; for instance, between the 
Executive Council and the members • Possibly the establish­
ment of mediating bodies could be of help here.Federations 
should furthermore be obligated to report on their local 
situations to the world community, and greater sharing,of 
information shOUld be promoted by sharing newsletters, 
periodicals, even secular newspapers among federations.For 
communication, more use should be made of mass media. Twi~ 
ning shOUld be more exploited for its benefits to world 
community. 

S'odalityor Marian Conaregations. The precise relation of 
the sodalities or mar1an congregations to the CLC world 
community could be articulated. 
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Formation. The use of the Spiritual Exercises for the for­
matiQn of the members of the world communitrWQuld haye to 
be more deyeloped.' Fqr . this 'purpqse a £1yi,ngtel11lJ of 
experts could be organized to contribute to fQrmation on 
regional or national level. Specifically to be e.n,iphasized 
through such activity wQuld be the fOr1!}lltion o£ lar guides 
and the development o£ a pedagogy 'of discernment to 
increase the number of discerning groups and 1lJembeTs within 
the community.Helpful to these would be increased interna­
tional meetings of lay guides and the study of· such works 
on discernment as that of J.M. Leturia, Pro ressio, Sup­
plement No.9. The development of alternate orms of 
giving the Spiritual Exercises or even adaptations of the 
Spiritual Exercises should be worked at. 

Finances. A global financial policy must be developed
which would reflect the spirit of sharing in the world 
community. The responsibility for carrying out such a 

'policy would be carried by all the members of the world 
community, e.g., in common funds, pooled resources, etc. 

Mission. The world community must side with the poor. It 
must train for skills at social analysis. It must under­
stand leadership in terms of service. It must realize that 
as a world community it is to be judged in terms of its 
contribution to justice in the world. 

Layness. In the discernment and decision-making bodies 
o~the world community lay people should repr~sent lay
people. Where the membership of a particular group of 
CLCers is predominantly one of workmen or married people, 
they shoul~ be represented by workmen or married people.
For future general assemblies, in case·a choice must be 
made in a national federation to send either a religious,
priest or laymen, the layman should enjoy preference. 

Membership. While care should be given to the weaker fede­
rations, effective measures must be taken to root out 
groups clearly not living the Ignatian charism. For promo­

.tion of more membership in the.CLCs,church structures like 
parishes should be more explored as possible aids to promo
tion. ­

Youth. Special care should be taken that the decision of 
world community be communicated challengingly to the youth. 
They must not be excluded from the development. Their 
strengths should be alliwed. to contribute to it • 

. 
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ARTICULATING THE CONSEQUENCES 

The final stage of the !eneralAssemb1y was opened' 
at 4;05 p.m. The General Assem ly, . through formal discus­
sions in plenum and formal voting tackled proposed amend­
ments to the Statutes and formulations of the General As­
sembly's recommendations. And so the General Assembly ­
amongst other decisions taken at this session ­
- rejected the ExecutiveCpmmittee's proposal that the Ge.n­
era1 Assembly meet every 4 years(not 3); (Yes 18; No 13; 
abs.5); 
- endorsed the Executive Committee's recomme.ndation that 
the General Assembly give a mandate to the new Ex.Co to 
create an Ad Hoc committee ·to review the Statutes and By­
Laws and establish criteria for authentic membership (Yes
34; No 0; Abs. 3); . 
- gave unanimous approval to the first two recommendations 
of the retiring Treasurer, and strong support to his third 
recommendation (Yes 24; No 4; Abs. 8); (cf. Preparatory 
Mailings, n. 4,9,10 pp. 39,40); 
- accepted the South African proposa1(Gregory Lourins)that 
the General Assembly give a mandate to the new Executive 
Council to find ways and means to communicate who we are 
to the Holy Father and share with him our future orienta­
tion. (Yes 31; No 1; Abs. 3). 

Later at 9:00 p.m. Dominic offered points on the 
Disciples on the way to Emmaus.The pi1gering CLC had come 
a long way. It was theirs to ask for the grace to see how 
much God was and it doin~ for their community. 

At 9:50 p.m. ,after Arsene Razafimandimbyhad spiritedly 
practised the delegates in the sounds and tunes of Mada­
gascar, the liturgy for the day began. In the little woven 
straw baskets, which contained the bread, the delegates 
placed their tiredness from the day, but their hopes for 
world community. 

!!1~~g!!Y.1_§~'Q!~[lQ~L!§..1_n~y~~!~_:gH 

Hildegard opened the morning session at 9:10 a.m. It 
was the morning of elections. 

A beautiful prayer was first .ed by }.1anue1a Trigo da 
Rosa : a prayer which admitted doubts and fears; a prayer 
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which nevertheless expressed onenness to God's will and 
begged of Him to choose in·the"elections thoie Who would 
best help the world community respond to the call of the 
world. The song sung was "Mere de l'Eglise". 

Then, through one of his humorous stories, which had 
punctuated the World Assembly all along, and for which 
everyone was genuinely grateful, Pat made clear, no one 
loses in the CLC community. . 

But the actual voting had to wait till 11:00. Patrick 
expressed the anxieties of some candidates that because 
of the unexpected withdrawal by Hildegard Ehrtmann of her 
candidacy for Vice-President, there would in fact, after 
the election of either Fred Leone of the USA or Tobie 
Zakiaof France as President, only be one candidate for 
the post of Vice President. Hence, after procedural discus 
sions,the General Assembly decided to open nominations for 
Vice -Pres ident. 

Nominated to this post were Marcelo Enerfici of Chile, 
Walter Obermaier of Austria, Fr. Lawrencenanda of Sri 
Lanka, Clara Julia Migliaro of Argentina, and Gian Carlo 
Murkovic, Youth Representative on the Executive Counc11. 

The nominations were, however, declined by Walter, 
Gian Carlo and Lawrence. There was warm applause when the 
latter explained:"! cannot accept for three reasOns :Because 
of my commitments to my diocese,because of my own responsi 
bilities to the federation of Sri Lanka,but finally because 
of my respect for the orientation of this General Assembly 
toward the laity". 

Because then,there was no written information available 
on Marcelo,and because not all the delegates in the course 
of the General Assembly had had opportunity to meet him, he 
was asked to introduce himself to the Ass~Iy.Accompanied 
by his wife, Margarita, to the front of the hall,· he ,intro 
duced himself as a mel)lber o,f, the Chilean Federation,finis!,!: 
ingMaster's studies in computer sCience ,with a view towards 
systems engineering .He had worked previously in a university, 
and joined the CLC in 1974.He found in CLC a way of integrat . 
ing life through the Spiritual Exercise~.Margarita was then. 
asked how she felt about her husband's candidacy. She said 
she felt surprised, but that she would help him carry out 
its responsibilities. 
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The result Qf the voting was as follows: 

President : 	 Tobie Zakia (Lebanon-France) 
Runner-,up: Fred Leone (USA) 

Vice-President ; Fred Leone (USA) 
Runner-up: Marcelo Energici (Chile) 

Secretary 	 Maria Magdalena Palencia (Mexico) 
Runner-up: Peggie Telscher (USA) 

Treasurer 	 Brendon McLoughlin (Ireland) 
Runner-up: Jean Pierre Duport (France) 

For the consultors, there were seven different rounds of 
voting to determine 3 consultors from 10 candidates. The 
first elected was Clara Julia Migliaro(Argentina) ,followed 
by Wilfred Perera (Sri Lanka) and then Setsuko Nagashima 
(Japan). (Setsuko made history as ,never before had anyone. 
not present at the General Assembly, been elected to the 
Executive Council). 

The ship was sailing on open waters ,the sun was smil 
ing, and the spirits of the delegates high. After a song
and prayer of gratitude, during which the delegates all 
joined hands, there was finally opportunity for all personal 
ly to congratulate the new members of the crew, to wiSh 
them well, had to thank those who had not been elected,for 
making themselves available for the responsibilities. The 
elatedness added flavour to the noon meal as delegates 
continued with each other to marvel at the morning's pro­
ceedings. 

, In the afternoon,the delegates of the national federa 
tiQns spread theJI}selyes around the grounds of Villa Caval=­
letti toref1e~t on the days which had passed, and to for­
mulate first, 8valuation of. all that had happened on these 
days, and second , whatever suggestions. they might have ,for 
improving future General Assemblies. Their evaluations and 
suggestions were set in writing and later submitted to the 
Executive Council. . 

Then the delegates met in regional groupings to begin 
the discussions on how federations within regions could 
cooperate toward implementing the new orientation toward 
world community. Only the Asian delegates did not meet 
formally, since a whole three-day follow up meeting for 
the Asians had been scheduled for after the General Assembly. 
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Nick Rieman was most fittingly principa,l concelebrant 
at the closing Eucharist~ In his homily, . Fr. Pa,UlUs~en., 
e.xpressingedificatlon at th.e Assembly's. witness to communi 
ty during the elections th.at morning, ·orgedthe delegates: 
whh the same Spirit that had accompanied the development 
of the federation from its very beginnings,to remain open, 
and to continue in service. . 

And so it was to be.Tobie Zakia.in his Qpening speech, 
having expressed his joy at being able to serve the orienta 
tion toward world community~would demand charity from alI 
the members ,an ability to wait in order to be able to move 
forward, openness, ser.vice. 

The General Assembly came to an end with national fed 
eratioriS in national costumes celebrating ['wi th each other 
deep into the night. At the next morning's Liturgy, there 
was much embracing. Much personal expression of love and 
gratitude. But if the General Assembly came to an end, the 
journey didn't. The CLC had come a long way, but where it 
had to go still lay before it.. It was the new President's. 
conviction,however,and many others' also, that the pilgrim 
ship was sailing in the right direction. And that the Lord 
was firmly in command. 

Joel TABORA SJ 

P.. 

A mixtur~ of grace and accident has managed to bind me to 
the CLC.It was probably grace which allowed me as a regent 
to help assist the college CLC' groups at Ateneo at Manila 
University - at a time when I knew nothing about CLC. And 
it was accident when in 1973, having been assigned to theo 
logical studies in Innsbruck, I. needed to earn so much money 
to pay for my evangelical 'poverty, that I was "sent" to 
Augsburg,where during the General Assembly of '73 I graced 
the affair in my capacity as director of the "Kitsch­
Abteilung)' ,.. the·un~art departlnent.; It was grace which kept 
me away from Manila of '76 since by some accident of provi 
dence that year I was getting ordained. This year assignea 
once again to special studies in Munich, it was a graced ­
accident which allowed me ·to say yes to come along on a lit 
tIe trip. I was to be a stow-way. But I was to bring along 
a pen. Now, perhaps, I know a bit moreofCLC thanjustnoth
ing. ­
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