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THE UNEXPECTED 

The sudden death of John Paul I, on the night of 
September 28, again exposes the emptiness of human predic
tions made on the occasion of his election. It again re
minds us that God's ways are not our ways, that His means 
and measures are not ours, that His action keeps an opening 
to the unexpected. 

Elected by the close of the first day of the Conclave 
the announcement ~id cause surprise. Most people knew al
most nothing about Albino Luciani Patriarch of Venice. Even 
his name had not figured on the t of "papabili'~ No, but 
... !lI have had your name engra~ed in the palm of My hands" 
(Is. 49.16) refers also to the Popes. This says it all!! 

He took the name of John Paul I to show his desire to 
continue and make his very own the work begun by his pred~ 
cessors. 

"Wt Wi6h ~o con~inue ~o pu~ in~o e66ec~ ~he hen
i~age 06 ~he 6econd Va~ican CouncLt. It6 wi6e 
nonm6 6hould be 60llowed ou~ and pen6ec~ed. We 
mU6~ be wany 06 ~ha~ e660n~ ~ha~ i6 genenou6 pen
hap6 bu~ unwannan~ed. I~ would no~ ac.hieve ~he: 
con~en~ and meaning 06 ~he Council. On ~he o~hen 
hand, we mU6~ avoid an appnoac.h ~ha~ i6 he6i~an~ 
and 6ean6ul - which ~hU6 would no~ nealize ~he 
magni6icen~ impul6e 06 ~he nenewal and 06 li6e n

• 

(1) 

His public appearances sent out waves of hope and en
dearment: a simple bishop, whose goodness shines around and 
smile conquers. The poverty, learnt in Childhood, became 
later a virtue willingly lived out and the very foundation 
of his admirable simplicity in dealing with simple people.
There was no pretence in the style of his giving audiences. 
They merely radiated gospel-simplicity operative in the 
heart of every situation. Concerned with the sufferings of 
this world, he turned his attention towards humilty and hu 
manity, trying to inject hope. 

"My bno~hen6 and 6i6~en6 - all people 06 ~he 
wonld! We ane all obliged ~o wonk ~o nai6e the 
wonld to a c.ondi~ion 06 gnea~en jU6~ic.e, mane 
6~able peac.e, mane 6inc.ene c.oopenation. Thene 
60ne We a6k and beg all 6nom ~he humble6t who 
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a4e the eqnneetive 6ib4e~ 06 nation~ tq he~d4 
06 ~tate 4e~pon~ib{e. ~04 e~~~ nation ~ to 
w04k 604 a new o4de4. one mo4e jU4t and hon
e~t, 

A dawn 06 hope ~p4ead~ ove4 :the ea4th.a.f;jj.hough 
i:t ia ~ometime~ touched by aini4tl4 me4chanta 
06 hat4ed. blood~hed. and wa4 with a da4kne~~ 
which ~ometime~ th4'eaten~ to ob~cu4e the dawn. 
Thi~ humble Viea4 06 Ch4i~t. who begin~ hi~ 
mi~~ion in 6ea4 yet in complete t4u~t. place4 
him~el6 in the di~po~al 06 the enti4e ChU4Ch 
and all eivil ~ociety. We make no di~tinetion 
a~ to 4ace 04 ideol09Y but ~eek to ~eCU4e 604 
the w04ld the dawn 06 a m04e ~e4ene and joy
6ul day". (1) 

This death. at the hight of activity, at the start of 
a dynamic pontificate, reminds us that men ~ay go but the 
mission of evangelization remains. Could this not be a 
thought for meditation given to us by John Paul I?The brey 
ity of his pontificate turns our ~yes towards that whicK 
lasts: The Church. Whatever be our feelings. of perplexity 
or of pain, the death of the Pope brings us back to the e~ 
sential, to the building up of the Church for the service 
of the world. "A Church which. in the midst of Nations, is 
a sign of love and gratitude. A Church which is a call to 
unity and peace. A Church which, amidst the darkness and 
noise of the world, proclaims a life that is eternal" (2). 

The shock of this sad event leads us to a disposition
of deep faith. This alone sustains the pilgrim, and we are 
all pilgrims, on the road where God frequently manifests 
Himself through the unexpected. . 

J.G. 

(1) From the first world message of John Paul I 
(2) From the Homily of Cardinal Marty, 2nd October 1978. 
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"HAVE NO FEAR, OPEN WIDE THE DOORS FOR CHRIST" 

It is the evening of October 16. The Square of St. 
Peter's is full of people, The dense crowd keeps 1Ilatch, as 
with one eye, on the chimney of the Sistine chapel.Sudden
ly, there is a tremendous shout-from everyone at the same 
time. It's white smoke, beyond doubt. Slowly the door of 
the central balcony of the Basilica is opened and the joy
ous announcement rings aloud: "Habemus Papam n

, We have a 
Pope, young, from Poland, who takes the name:JOHN PAUL II. 

"l-1ay Jesus Christ be praised" are the first words 
which the new Pope speaks to the people gatliered before the 
Basilica. Is it the traditional greeting of a deeply chris 
tian nation or a reminder of the transcendent One whom we 
serve? "I was afraid to accept this nomination: But now I 
have done so in a spirit of obedience to Christ and hope in 
the Blessed Virgin". 

Sunday" October 24: A morning ceremony of the inaugu
ration of a n-=w pontificate. A Pope, come from afar ex
presses himself in vibrant, energetic and convincing words. 
While addressing his greetings to the christian communi ties 
of the whole world, he goes beyond the "official"languages 
to use also Lituanian and Ukranian. At the same time, he 
reminds those listening to him that the Church is rooted in 
other human strata and cultures. 

The highlight of his homily will be the confession of 
Peter: "You are Christ, the Son of the living God~'And this 
grace of knowing Christ becomes a new and pressing call: 

"BJr.QtheJr.,6 an.d ¢-t¢teJr.4, do 110t be aoJr.a-td to wel
come ChJr.-t¢t al1d accept h-t4 poweh. Help the Pope 
al1d all tho4e who w-t¢h to 4ehveChJr.-t,6t al1d w-tth 
ChJr..t.ot'¢ p,oweJr. to l.eJr.ve the hUmal1 peJr.1.ol1al1dthe 
whole 06 m(iI1k..[l1d. 170 110t be a6,Jr.a-td.OpeVl. w-tde the 
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doo46 604 Ch4i6t. To hi4 6avlng powe4 open the 
bounda4ie6 06 State6, economic and political 
6Y6tem6, the va6t ~ield6 oecultu4e, civiliza
tion and development. VA not be a04aid. Ch4i6t 
know6 "what i6 in man". He alone know6 it. 

So 06ten today man doe6 not know what 16 within 
him, in the depth6 o~ hl6 mind and hea4t. So 
06ten he i6 unce4tain about the meaning 00 hi6 
1i6e on thi6 ea4th. He i6 a66ailed by doubt, a 
doubt which tU4n6 into de6pai4. ('}e a6k you the4e 
604e, we beg you with humility and r4u6t, le7 
Ch4i6t 6pea~ to man He alone ha6 w04d6 06 ll6e, 
ye6, 06 ete4nal 1i6e. 

P4eci6e
"W041d 

ly today the w
Mi66ion Vay"; 

hole Chu4ch 16 
that i6,6he 16 

celeb4atlng 
p4aying,med 

itating and acting in o4de4 that Ch416t'6 w04d& 
06 1l6e may 4each all people and be 4eceived by
them a6 a me66age 06 hope, 6alvation, and total 
libe4atlon" . 

A powerful call which dispels tepidity, destroys 
laziness and drives away fear. A call which puts Christ 
back into the very centre of our faith. He it is who works 
in the heart of man, and in time and space. A call, which 
points to our being sent on a mission, which captures all 
reality within the 3 fundamental attitudes of prayer, med
itation and action : "so that the words of life may go out 
from Christ to all men". 

No one of us may remain insensitive to this call. It 
challenges each one, and all together as a community-cell 
of the Church. "Conscious that we are members of the Church, 
we partiCipate in the lit!lrgy,meditate upon the Scriptures, 
promote the doctrine, collaborate with th~ Pastors, share 
their concern for the problems and progress of mankind, a
live to the situations in which the Church finds itself to 
day" (GP.5). 

The dawn of a new pontificate invites each one of us, 
and the Christian Life Communities as a whole, to renew our 
commitment to service of the Church in our world. \fuat is 
asked of us is that we open ourselves to Christ. Let Him 
work in us and through us bring about those world changes 
to which all men aspire. 

* * * 
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At Manila' 76, e6 pec.ially in the Youth Sec.tion, 06 
Fo~mation Cou~6e 117, the pa~tic.ipant6 ~e6pon6i
ble 60~ Ycuth CLC a6ked in6i6tantly that an in
te~national a66i6tant be given to them. It wa6 
al~eady c.lea~ - and ~ec.ent development6 only c.on 
6i~med it that Youth eLC had ~eac.hed a pha6e 
06 dynami6m: g~eat g~owth in membe~6hip, di6c.ov
e~y 06 a pedagogy whic.h i6 at the 6ame time hu
man and 6pi~itual. The 6etting up 06 the Inte~na 
tional Youth CommiMion had 6u~the~ inc.~ea-6 ed the 
awa~ene66 06 the need 06 unive~6al guide-line6 
and 06 c.ompetent a66i6tant6. 

F~. Sidney V'Souza, S.J, 60~me~ CLC national a6 
6i6tant 06 7ndia, ha-6 now been appointed ec.c.le6i 
a-6tic.al a6-6i-6tant 60~ Youth CLC. He ha-6 a~~ived 
in Rome, thi6 PMt Septembe~, to put hi6 dynami-6m 
and c.ompetenc.e at the 6e~vic.e 06 Youth c.ommuni
tie6. At the -6 ame time, he -6t~enf;:then-6 the p~e-6 ent 
team wo~king at the Cent~al Sec.~e.ta~iate. 
(Edito~ I -6 nate. J 

¥JHAT - A SELF PRESENT)\.TION? 

"Please write your self-presentation in five pages 
for the next Progressio." 

Hearing this I could scarcely hide my goose pimples, 
nor deny the lump in my throat. The more second thoughts I 
dwelt upon, the more lost I felt. If I start writing my 
self-presentation, I might end up composing my warrant of 
dismissal. If I act as my own publicity agent, it will be 
obvious that the seeds of humility had fallen on rocky 
soil. For a moment,it even occurred to present the descriE 
tion in my passport, photo and visa included. But, then, 
what if this November Progressio falls into their hands? 
The Italian Intelligence or 'Brigate Rosse' might show in
terest in our CLC Secretariate! 
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Finally, I received an inspiration in my sleep .(no 
excuse for my seldom being really awake), to just share 
some of my gains from simply trying to live CLC. What fol
lows will not be my official, formal understanding of CLC. 
It may rather benefit me at least to review this decade of 
grace,to see where I have reached in my pilgrimage to God, 
to search with even more enthusiasm in the right direction 
CLC. 

My first contact with CLC was around the year 1967, 
when the draft of the General Principles was being studied 
allover the world. At Seva Niketan (National CLC Secretar 
iate) Bombay, my intellect then enjoyed discussing CLC, de 
bating and disputing; not that there wasn't more given. From 
well prepared week-ends, I learnt about christian life for 
the laity, met these chosen people of God and later began 
to participate in and even organize week-long formation pro 
gram for them. 'My CLCf was still just for others and at 
my head level only. 

During these early years, God showed me how my young 
CLC friends, in their late teens or early twenties and 
studying in University or mostly working in their first 
jobs, began to live christian life and experience the joy 
of grow1ng through CLC programmes. I saw them blossom like 
beautiful flowers in spring. CLC had the secret they needed 
to "the more of life". 

Yes, I had a hand in this work. It made me happy func 
tioning, achieving •.. ; but not really happy. ISR't it bet~ 
ter that a,gardener grow together with the plants?Is doing
the same as living? It dawned on me that after my Ordina
tion I had settled into a safe plateau of hard work.These 
young friends and CLC now made me want to live and to grow
again, or perhaps to experience, for the first time, ,real 
life and growth in Christ! 

It was a hard challenge for me to start'now searching 
for 'this more of life', beyond being a mere functionary; 
to move from the role of a priest to first living as a per 
son, to then being a priest-person. I began to see a dif~ 
ference in degrees of relationships: mere acquaintances,to 
work-partners, playmates and friends, friends in Christ.On 
ly a relationship of friendship, I felt, could make a com~ 
munity of christian life. I had still to experience being 
a friend; to be a community person. Thank God, these young 
CLCers never tired to stretch out their welcoming hands to 
wards me, never stopped opening and sharing their lives 
with me. 
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But where and how was·· I to begin to live and to grow? 
Well, if Rome was not built in a day, so neither was Rome 
! 73northe Assembly, which I attended, to yield a harvest 
that same year for me. It was only in 1974, after one of 
our many CLC programmes, that God! s invitation to be reborn 
in Christ and in the Spirit sounded on better ears. For me 
it took the form of a deep and difficult struggle for self 
acceptance as I really was; to admit my many fears, depend
encies and insecurities without blaming anyone, not even 
feeling guilty myself; to take humble, joyful and· hopeful 
responsibility for my past, present and future respective
1y. In willingly "accepting my weakness, I fouild h~s 
strength", His strength in me for my rebirth, to live and 
to grow again. This is why I have told peop1.e that I am o.!,! 
1y four years old this year. All this was thanks to CLC,to 
the CLC programmes ,to the training in Behavioural Sciences 
I underwent for them, to the prayerful support of my young 
friends, to God's still waiting for me. 

From then on, life began to appear brighter, like a 
new dawn for me. (My blood group started to change from"Oh: 
ve" to "Be+ve".)I could now look back on the past years 
without continuing the blaming game nor fee ling gUil ty. Gra.! 
itude, even for those hard experiences squarely earned,was 
a lesson I was happy to learn line by line. Self - confi
dence sprouted and failures or mistakes in my CLC program
mes did no more seem like the real end of the world! What 
a difference it was to laugh from the heart and the guts
and not just from the head and the lips. Gone was my fear 
(excuses!) to make friends. I became freer for healthy ~e-
1ationships, ready to enter a Community of Christian life. 

Now, I felt the touch of life. Persons, experiences 
and events began to have a rich meaning and purpose. I was 
pleasantly surprised to find myself one day really appreci 
ating my christian, priestly and Jesuit vocation,genuinely
thanking God for them all. The old questioning, the 'why
me' seemed possible to live with. My being an over anxious 
person cooled off to having bearable concerns. I began to 
actually enjoy my work and travel opportunities for which 
people all along envied me. I even put on some weight!
Grace was building on my nature and christian life was 
slowly making me human. 

Gradually. persons in CLC and community members ap
peared as God's gifts and graces to me. They were bridges
and channels between me and Christ, the Life. I now culti
vated relationships, did no longer consider it a waste of 
time just being with people instead. of only working for 
them. Letter writing to CLCers allover the world became a 
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joy, even when replies did not come! These people slowly 
formed my World Communi ty and it was happy work to share news 
with distant ones and to entertain those who passed through 
Bombay. 

As my inner liberation increased, freedom from self and 
for others, I began to experience the work I was doing not as 
an obligation, nor as an act of obedience, nor as a self
justification before the world. It was an offer in service 
to people still free to accept it and still responsible for 
their own lives. My early home-life and later Social Work 
training as a Professional Community Organizer had already
given me a preference for the poor and the oppressed.But now 
while directing the 10 Social Work Departments of Seva Nike
tan, the new CLC Spirit in me saw it as an extension of 
Christ's mission of service. This spirit kept me from frustr~ 
tion and from giving up in the face of the overwhelming mag
nitude and variety of Indian social problems. It helped me 
see that success lies in the effort and not only in the 
achievement; that God asks me to do my little bit and not 
necessarily to work world wonders. Even the smaller services 
and realities of daily life took on an apostolic m~aning.Yet 
the more I worked, the more I now wondered who really was the 
poor,who the served and what would be my response if I were 
on their side! . 

Manila'76 was for me a valuable CLC experience,as also 
one of working righ t to the bone. I could feel mine creek, 
though not crack! "Poor wi th Christ for better service':became 
there a daily reality ,as I grappled with my many limitations 
and poverties in guiding Retreatants and even in carrying 
out my small responsibilities. It was a practicallesson, from 
the nivine Guru,to heln ~e realize ~y having to need Christ: 
and from there to slo¥lly move on to my wanting to need PiJl1. 
in my life. This recopnition of my helplessness became my way 
0+ "living a Door and simple life style", since there wasn't 
very much I could further cut down on the material and eco
nomic scale. 

On returning and reporting to my Provincial in Bombay, 
he asked me casually what I had gained in Manila. I added to 
the preceeding paragraph: "a deeper knowledge and apprecia tion 
of the Ignatian Exercises with their inner dynamics through 
Course III." ctc formatl.on, which till then I had understood 
and·given mainly as a serfes of christian themes and modern 
techniques, now came home to me as a clear life process. 
began to see the few steps in my own development in Christ, 
where I was and where I could go from here. 

10 
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Then came the Ex. Co. Meeting, April '78, with the 
probability of my working with Youth CLC through the Rome 
Secretariate. This gave me my first real taste of discern
ment with very important consequences for me. I realized 
now-God was encouraging me to struggle for deeper inner 
freedom (indifference), to seek and find His will alone: 
After a month and a half, my little Yes turned out to be 
an infant step in faith to leave behind the pleasant secu
rities of friends, work and country in order to journey to 
wards a promised land still to be shown! 

To be honest, it is only at this time of my discern
ment and of making a conscious faith-response to God's plan
that I now took Mary into my life as a Model of the same .. 
Slowly I see Her as a Member of our Christian communi ty and 
hope to find and experience Her as Mother again. However,I 
know and believe that She never failed to intercede for me 
from all these positions. 

What I have shared so far are not just some experi
ences of the recent past. They are very much part of my 
present state of life. However incipient each experience 
may be, I feel strongly that God, who has begun them for 
me' through CLC, will also help them move towards completion 
in CLC. He will give newer ones too: 

Of course, there is nothing novel nor original about 
these experiences." Their newness is not in their content or 
process, but that they are now my own and part of my CLC 
Life, whereas before I was probably blocked to them. Their 
novelty for me is that these have moved from my head level 
as mere teachings in books ,the property of others ,to which 
I gave intellectual assent and service. Now they are my own 
very personal life experiences too. 

This is not a descrintion of Youth CLC nor a doctor's 
prescription for this age group. It is only an informal 
self-statement of my youth in CLC. 

Sidney D'SOUZA S.J. 
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FROM CHILE 

University CLC' s: 

Day for the assistants: Sept. 22-24 - a day of forma
tion for the assistants of adult groups as well as univer
sityand secondary school communities was held; its theme: 
"Community Prayer". Present were assistants from Arica, 
~oncepcion, Valparaiso, Limache and Santiago. 

Prayer Session 

Every Wednesday, from 7:00 to 8:00p.m., a prayer ses
sion is being held. Participation is free for all who are 
interested. Each session is independent of another. 

Trip 

The president of our federation leaves for Rome on the 
8th of November to take part in the International Course for 
Guides of the Exercises and of CLC' s organized by the World 
Federation. We wish him success! 

Month of Mary 

Starting from November 8th Mary will be the central 
figure and theme of the Eucharist on Sundays and of the 
Prayer Session. 

Mission 

Mission work for summer has already been planned;
this year it will be held from the 3rd to the 4th of Jan
uary in Linares. The leaders are Felipe Arteaga and Ar1S 
tides Moreno. Those who are interested are required to get
prior information which is currently being planned. 

Mini-Manila 

Registration is opened for 2 formation courses "for 
January, 1979 (levels I and II) .Discernment in their respec 
tive communities and consultation with Eddie are necessary
for those who wish to participate in Course I. The Course 
for Level II is only for those who have already made the 
first one. Information may be obtained from the Secretari
ate. 

Adult CLC 

Day of Formation - to be held for a full day on Wed
nesday, November 1st from 9:30 a.m. at P.Hurtado. All are 
invited. 
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In th-i.6 and the lIlex.t L6.6Ue' 06 Youth- PlWgJteH-io, ouJt 
,h:£gh.Ught -i.6 an 'pJtayeJt. SJt. RobeJtta M. (CIUUam.l>" SNJM 

Oal?land. CaU6aJth-ia wUt .6haJte wi..th u.l> J..ometh-ing. 6Jtom hell. 

e.x.peJti..enc.e w-ith, young peo pte - paJt.t;-ic.utaJtly< uni..V eIl..I>Lty 

6tudentJ.. -i..n th)...6 Jtealm 06 deepen)..ng and i..ntegJtat-ing one' J..' 

.6p-iJti...tuaUty and daUy U6e. She waJ.. I?btdenough.to Hnd .1>0 

much on the .l>ubject, )..t woutdn:'t 6-it-into one i..Hue,.60 

plea.6e watch 60Jt the cont)..nuati..on'06 thi..J.. theme )..1'1. the' 

J anuaJty L6.6 ue ! 


06 I.,. 

* * 
* 

INTEGRATING PRAYER AND DAILY LIFE 

I ,think, it is a true assumption to say tha,tyoung peo" 
pIe become, interested in CLC or are already involved inthe 

'movement because they are serious about liVing their Chris 
tian lives more deeply;..-are eager to begin OT- to deepen 
their relationship with the Lo,rd. I would like to. ,sh-are 

_ with you some of the aids, 'I have found helpful. inbotht~is 
living and relating. Although these have been used with col 

,legiate CLC'ers and other young adults, I think they might 
well be useful for both younger and older peopletoo.Becom 
ing more and more a "Christ-ed" person in thought and-act':' 

, ion, both personally and in community, is what w.eare aD 
. about at any stage of our development. 

'I would like to concentrate on a few helps for th.is 
prayer/life integration. A prayer which is a me.thod of the 
application of the senses 'and which relates immed,iatelyto 
life has been used with much fruit, both in a "one-on;..one" 
situation in retreat; and with groups. 
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Whoever is. guiding the 'prayer £0; ~hatti~e:chooses a 
Scripture passage.whichlendsi1i;selfto • ~h.is ;method-..,.say 
thesimplepassa,geofl1att.13:l-3. Participants close their 
l:ly~s.)aI),d getj:ll'to"th~s <;:el1e-- feeliBg the/sJind under their 
feet,~smelljng ,tnc'> sea; ·airi,se~::ing;~.·sqS" sttt ingout there 
in the boat; watching the crowd on the shore ,hearing the 
VQice (but not the words, ashe'is too faraway) as Jesus 
is spea}dng. When his diSCOurse is over, Jesus:teave$ the 
boat .,' and as the crowd goes away, he walks over ,to where' 
you are standing. " .. (the YOU can be personal or collective, 
as the situation calls for.) What does he say to you? (Al
low time for some personal reflection here.) What do you 
respond to. him? CAllow time again). Then gradual:lY end the 
experience by seeing Jesus walk on. If you are guiding a 
gr.oup f:jxperience ,and depending upon the trust level of the 
group, a sharing may take place at this point. The idea is 
for .any guide .to "set the scene" gently, allowing much time 
fOT.themost important part"'-the meeting betweenJesus.and 
the person or persons. 

I have found this method to be o,ne that· people •. young 
,or oldi really like , whether they are. beginners in prayer 

or have been praying for some time .• The Lord speaks to us 

whereweare,and it is important to get in touch with the 

REAL Jesus and the REAL me .. This is one way., and· is a .help 

to developing both an attitude and a habit of prayer in da! 

ly life. . 


Another good prayer/life method is what Father Hark 
LinkS.J. calls "relating the experience of world to Word'.' 
TJ'leidea here is to relate Gpspel events to contemporary e 

)vents--especially events in one '5 own experience. I' . thinl( 
this is especially v;:tluable. as. one tries .more and moie to 
integratethe faith and justice dimensions on onEl'S life. 
Here is an example: Ask the 'group to lookata number, of 

, magaZineads,,--thosewhich encourage them to buy. ~ •buy •• buy 
.: ~buY:What· ar/e the reasons they give .for this buying? 
(more status? more beauty? mote luih1ry?) Help people get in 
touch with their con~umer mentality as much as theycltn. 
Thencountetpos.e Gospel values--e.g.,Mark 10: 17-27.Sliare 
on what values are being expressedliere. Reilecton one's 
own values asexpressedirilife ..• share again. This. is . a 
kind of personal-communal reflection, very-helpful rOT bui!, 
ding a greater aware:p.ess of the .movements within one---the 
motivatiqhs which operate in all of us. 

Looking mote. specifiCaliyat the prayer of the Exer
cises ,Ibelieve that more and more young p~opleare ·a~le 
to make the. Spiritual Exercises and want"to do .so: A wh'ile 
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webackaf D.urcollege, M.d 
'. durinsthelongJanuarybreak,. Tho 
'hop.ed ,it wDuld be' longer the 
it" Since it was.afirst experience 
like to. share Dur format ~ith yDU: 

We gat)1e-red at a certain time in the mDrning . (after 
'breakfast). This wa.s called our"centering time".A retreat 
guide shared a few thQughts that could be hetpfuL to. the 

;prayer experience people were about to have. TheneveryhD
dy'went Dff to. pray. (I shQuld say at thisp,oint that peo
pIe were on this retreat who had already been praying with' 
Scripture for a Ii ttle time). An interview wi th a' retreat 
guide fDllowed th.e prayer experience. All were encQuraged 
to walk during their free time, quietly spending SDme time' 
"feeling" their envitDnment. After lunch there was . a per:Lod 
.0frelaxat.iDn--a cDmmuni ty vDlley ball game. After this 
break, a second "centering time" took place, f01lDwed by a 
prayer period and Ii secDnd interview • There wasals.D time 
fQr quiet reading, napping. etc. Liturgy tQQk,place in the/ 
late afternoDn, follQwed. by supper. After suppertherewa.s, 
bDthcQ)Tlllmn~ ty s!Iaring on the day and a time to "create" 
spme'thinp.: that spolj:e of the mQod Df the day to each person, 
(an iUustratedjournal, a collage, etc.)'There wasa final 
gathering tiine--a shared prayer*-and quiet retiring. 

Last year:we had .severa1 students who. wanted to. make' 
the 19th Annotation Retreat (the retreat over algnger pe
riod of time,right in the mi4dle Qf daily life ,where re- " 
treatants can only give an hDur or so. a day). We hope to. 
cQntinue that this year, and there are six 0.1' seven facy:l
ty members w·ho are also qualified retreat directQrs. 

If you a,re interested in making the Sp'iritual Exerci
ses. or in directing them too, look fDr these things in 
yourself: a certain generosity and desire to be open to the 
Lord; a habit of fairly regular, prayer; a willingness, to 
share simply with 'the one who accQmpanies YQU, andagro!! 
ing. ability to. get in touch with what is happening inside 
of you. 

Besides the' two. example with which I began, here are 
some Qthermeans which can be used bQth to. prepare. fQr the 
Exercises experience and to continue to' integrate it into. 
life and living.: both personally and in cQmmuni ty, after re 
treat. These "lgnatian Themes" can be used Qna weekend, a 

-day Qf reflectiQn, 0.1' even at a special evening meeting de 
signed-for the purpose: 
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.' • ,;1) 'P:ririd;pie ,a.1ldFOlln~atib~;· 
God is, fO'rmeIiow~. LJ:dea .from 'Fr .• 
Retirp,Los,Altos, CA.) 

Centering involves relationships to God--self--Qthers 

"Where God. dwells.f! 


. Basic questions: 

I. 	 God: 

What is your image of God? (Can you draw it? What 

colotdo you associate with God? .What sex or gen

der?). 


How do you perceive God? (Does your perception 
change during the day?) 

How do you experience God? 

. Write ale.tterto God-what kinds of things do you 
find'yourself telling him? 

II. Others: 

Who or what are .:the significant others in your 
life? 

How do your think of these? 

How do you experience them? 

(It is important· to be in touch witnyour feelings 
·about significant others. A good reIl!tionship 
with .God is very much dependent upon a good re
lationshipwithothers)~ . 

'III. Self: 

(Have a conversation wi th yourself to get the feel 
inp: of' how you treat yourse :~.fost of us treat 
oursel~es terribly~~probablY dne of the giea~est 
s ins we commit! J. . 
What image do I have 0.£ myself? Right now? Does, " 
the image change as I sketch it? Draw a self por . 
trait. Color? Form? 

Who ,do I 	 perceive myself? Think of self? 
Together? Selfis~? Intelligent? . 

'How do I' experience myself? 	Feel myself .as Good? 
Satisfied? Happy? 
Delfressed.? LonelY?' 
Etc.? 
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(Getting in to.uch .:wi th- parts of self which need 
to he related to God is iF.nortant. Goel cannot 
heal somethiIig we do not present to- him. We can 

. briIip that to prayer). ' 

. How' do y()u tre.at yours-elf when you are depres:?ed? 

GOD 

/
OTHERS 

(center of Spiritual 
Life integration) 

ME 


Ask people to look at their lives and list ten things 
that they love to dO andfiye things that they are concer
ned .about and would Uke to change. (Giye Plenty'!)f time 
forth;is exercise). Then a .reading. fromScriItturefQl1ows: 
Gal. 5: I and H-14.Participantsthen wrlt,e answer to the 
foHowing question,s (or reflect on them without wl'!tihg 
whichever is preferred). . 

Among the things I listed above (the ten and the fiye) 
or in other areas of my life. where 'do . I ···-eJCperien{:e 
the most freedom? Where do I experie..Iice the least free· 
dom? 

There is a faith sharing based on these questions for 
those who wish after ••• 

..1 

Sr. Roberta WILLIAMS' 

(To be continued in January issue) 
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CLC ROAD TO FREEDOM 

GLa is not just a wayo£ life; it has become a 'more 
of ;tHe' forme .,As I look back on my five years as aCLMer 
lam left dumbfounded when I perceive the tremend'ous growth; 
spiritual, emotional and intellectual, t'hat I haveexperi
enced. It has been a long road to freedom. 

,ALKINGWITH'JESUS 

l$tar~ed walking in 1974, at a CLC camp in Mahabl~s
hwar, where up in the cool of the hills aroun'dBombay I made 
my first~\at:tempts to grow.' I started, expetienc:ingthe Love' 
of Jesus by letting other people enter my , li:fie: ,,' and walk 
beside me. This ,experience gav.eme great HOPE and, a de
sire to, Live more fUlly in and with Christ . 

l~7Ssaw mewalkin¥further on this road ~o freedi?m . 
:tt was through fr;;Lends who ente;redmy'bfe,conflrm 

ingli,n,d .deepening the process, of Liberation ,and helping me 
some, of th,e: blocks that prevented me from;experienc 

ingJesus ,more, fully. I knew now that' Jesus wall<ed beside 
me •.. !' was not alone., 

saw. myself walking miles 

,18 

With mY thirst for ,growth and,the presenc~,of Christ, ' 
on the road to freedom from then 



1 wanted. to ,give, to share .In 
I h!;ld eXIlel'ien 

,on. I received much, I grew, 
~976.Tbegan helping others experience what 
.ced.I tried to fill. themwi,thhopeand a thirst fo'; .the' 
Christl now knowTIt was during this year.that I started 
reaching oUt to the poor in Bangalore, Iiving wi th them and 
loving them as Christ asked me to Love. 

A LANVMARK 

A landmark on the road to freedom was my retreat expe 
rience .in 1977. I went into the spititual exercises witn 
no expectations, no plans;.fully open to the movements of 
the spirit and the gUiding hand of, the Lord. 

This retreat was an experience of freedom ,.to he my
self, . to explore areas in my life that I had never ventured 
into before,. to search .and discover the truth for . myself 
in the light of.Christ's lo.e and to enjoy freeli and ~ith 
out fear, God's creation in and around me. ~,fyguide u13eu 
his skill in therapy to clear blocks and heal 'old wounds 
that had been. quietly festering and colouring my image - of 
GOel, my acceptance of His love imd my r,elationships with 
.others. The emphasis was both on prayer and therapy, when 
nocess.ary. It was not just the. cost of discipleship that we 
werea.s1ced to reflect ,on but also on the rewards of disci
pleship,not just the pain of the passionibutalso Chtist's 
great love in wanting to give HiJl1self, in suffering. 

If I look back on this experience I can see that I ·was' 
in the predisposition stage when I was deepening the pro
cess of liberation and experiencing Christ's love for me. 
All I can say is that I had covered great distance on my
road to freedom at this retreat. I experienced Ghrist as a 
liberator, Saviour,friend and not as oriewho demanded and 
wan~ed to pounce and punish. The Christ I met was kind,gen 
tIe, loving and true and this gave me renewed hope and de= 
sire to enter more fully into the Ignatian retreat. 

" 

THREEfOLV VEEPENING 

The all India CLC Ins ti t.ute for trainers held in Born 
'" 	 bay in May 197'8 was perhaps a summing up and a, deepening 

of the process of freedom I had been experiencing. This 22· 
day progralrime held, in a bungalow at Versova overlooking the 
Sea was an intense experience of learning and living the 
GLC Way of Lit,e, discovering, exploring, lovirig, receiving 
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The pro.p;ramme. was di videcl into 3 phases: Social Aware 
ness;Sniritual ~Gr()Wth, and Personal Growth., These .were ~. 

"the. three a.reas' ;tnriiy J,:LJ;:e 1.n which I had. ,~idwn through 
CLC~ and the progl"amme only served to deepen ahdcreate 
greater~awareness :and understan9·inp; of C,LCas.a way of life. 
'of growth in Christ as integrate growth. 1 realized. more 

, , tharrever what a· beautiful person I am. and 'how m].lch God 
loves me and how much I have to give • 

.. .This knowledge is .my Strength as, I go frirtlier and fur 
:t;her on my road to freedoin; cbnfident and hopeful .. that Goa 

,wh? has, begun, a good work in mewilltoinplete it. 

Margaret REBELLO 

, '1,' 
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ADVENT A response to the Kingdom of Christ 

"Advent": one single word which evokes many memories 
and spiritual experiences for a Christian. Once again we 
find ourselves in this liturgical season, which in context 
and in expressions, forms 'The Praying Church' .Once again 
this is the auspicious time~replete with possibilities for 
us to turn to God,who himself comes towards us.It invites us 
to make a response which is in keeping with the initlative 
in God's love ("He first loved us •.. "). He it is who wants 
to come close to our life, to build His tent amongst us so 
as to share in our joys and sorrows,hopes and frustrations. 

In the context of this response of man (of humanity)to
God, let us now meditate and pray. Situating ourselves in 
this history of salvation, we can contemplate Advent as a 
response to the Kingdom of Christ. This is the same as to 
say that we dispose ourselves, with greater determination. 
to meet the requirements which St. Ignatius ennumerates for 
the Second Week of the Spiritual Exercises. 

Ha.n Ruponding to the Kingdom:\lTe enter into a world of grace 
which exists Much before our 

own will and knowledge. Chapter 11 of the letter to the He~ 
bre'l<7S reminds us of "all these witness of faith ,surrounding 
us like a cloud" (Heb.12:1). This is the People of God,jour 
neying towards the city(Jerusalem, the Kingdom of God). It 
is a People who makes a response because first they are cal 
led and their very journey is a nil?rimaye of faith. 

The names of Abel, Enoch. Noah, Abraham, Is aac, Jacob 
Sara, Moses, David, Samuel~ .• ,jand - time is too short for 
me to tell the stories of others If (Heb. 11,33) remind the 
author of the letter of the great constancy and courage 
needed "to throw off every encumberance •. :.. to fix our 
eyes on Jesus, on whom faith depends from 'start to finish" 
(Reb. 12. 1-2). 

From among these names, we may focus our spiritual 
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attention on Abraham, our father in faith. It is the embo 
diment of all that our ancestors had to experience along 
their journey to God. 

Re6pOK6e 06 Ab4aham! He receives the gratuitous choice of 
God (Heb. Il,8-l~). ~he same Lord, 

God, makes him leave his country: "God said to Abram:' Go 
out of your land, from your fatherland, from the house of 
your father, to the land which I will show you" (Gen. 12o, 
1). He asks him to walk in faith towards a land which he 
will be shown not now, but only at the end of his jour
ney. The first freedom or renunciation which is demanded 
by God's Call is to believe unconditionally, without ques 
tioning, in a "Kingdom to come". Its "when" and "how"wiII 
be determined by God's good pleasure. This necessitates a 
radical decision in the very first step towards thismee~ 
lng with the Lord who comes. 

In faith he believed also in the sromised blessing, 
not however seen in the first instant: escendants,a great 
posterity made up of those who will continue to hope and 
believe down the centuries. And because "Abraham believed 
in Yahweh he was reputed just" (Gen. 15,6). The relevant 
page in the, Jerusalem Bible has a footnote: "The faith 
of Abraham is an act of trust in a promise, humanly inac
complishable, yet which God alone can fulfil h. And so ex
traordinary was this confidence in the ways of God that' 
even Jesus could say to the Jews : "Your father Abraham 
was overjoyed to see my day; he saw it and was glad!" 
(John 8,56). It is when the eyes of the heart are illumined 
by faith - (to use the expression of Paul) - that one 
sees beyond the horiz~ .• Abraham responded, hoped and 
saw the Kingdom of Chris~~ 

The Te6t: In this interior process, ex~~rienced by our fa 
ther in faith, God wishes ~Aest!Abraham, as a 

forewarning to all temptation and s1\ruggle/implied in ma~ 
in,!! an option for and in assuring at·--t~'Kingdom(Cf. Sp. 
Ex. 136-143). Yes, God tested Abraham with the absurd: 

"God put Abraham to the test. 'Abraham,Abraham' He called. 
'Here I am', he replied. 'Take your son', God said 'your 
oniy child tsaac ~hom you love.~. vou shall offer him as a 
burnt of+erinp ..... CGen.2i'.I-2).But through this absurdity, 
a very ~ersonal relationship is established and the very 
person of God is met, which is unforgettable and beyond all 
categories of ethics, God establishes Him.5elf as the God of 
the living, who desires !ife and resurrects the dead: 
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"Through -the line of" Isaac your posterity.For he reckonned 
that God had power even to raise from the dead - and £rom 
the dead, he did, in a sense, receive him back." (Heb. 11, 
19) . 

Ab~aham'6 p06te~ity aeeo~dift9 to the Spi~it: God blessed 
Abraham,giving 

him above all a posterity unbelievably abundant in the Spi 
rit. It is best summed up in the beginn:ing of St.Hatthew's 
Gospel:"Geneolpgy of Jesus ChriSt,son of David, son of Ab
raham" Hence, ln the father of all believers we find our 
own salvation history begun, because the Promise made is 
Christ Himself. Hence also Mary can proclai~ in the Magni
ficat: "firm in His promise to our forefathers, he has not 
forgotten to show mercy to Abraham and to his children' s 
children, for ever"(Luke 1,55). 

In this posterity, we recognize Jesus as the beginning 
and end of our faith, as the author of the letter to the He 
brew~ would like us to acknowledge. Hence Jesus is also i 
sign of that dialogue between the Father and men. This dia 
logue is perfected by love in the death of His Son, Jesus~ 

Re6eOft6eOQ Ma~y: The answer of Abraham, which is the begin 
. ning of our salvation history, is so mUCh 
built up in a masculine dimension that the fact of the very 
acceptance in faith may be lost. Hence Revelation gives an 
other essential dimension: "Our Lady humbling herself ana 
making herself pleasing to the Divine Hajesty ..• "(Sp. Ex. 
108). "Like a young man marrying virgin, so will the one 
who buil~ you wed you, and as the bridegroom rejoices in 
his bride, so will your God rejoice in you"(Isaiah 62,5). 

Just as in Ahraham's history, we :Find condensed a lonp
line of faith-witnesses, so also in Mary is epitomized a 
long history of relationships and responses,belonging both 
to the Old and New Testaments. 

God seeks His People as if they were a bride: "I will 
betroth you to myself forever, betroth YOU with integrity 
and justice, with tenderness and love; I will betroth you 
to myself with faithfulness, and you will come to know Yah 
weh" (Hosea 2,21,,22) With this people, God has celebratea 
a marriage ceremony in the desert; Thither. He has drawn 
them and there He has shown them His face and His love. 

This is also the tragic patt of history that this es
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poused-people has sinned. Nevertheless, the saving justice 
of God so punishes this people that they mal be converted 
to Him. His fidelity attaches Him to this Llttle Remnant, 
to the Dauphter of Zion to whom His proJT'ise is reserved~ and 
throup:h whom the 50y of salvation is announced. 

~fary certainly appears to us as the emhodiment and most 
concrete nersoni fication of this Pemnant ~ : She is the Daugh 
ter of Zion, the Daurht'er of AbrahaJT1, the Daughter of Da-=
vid ... And for her too the history of mankind is concentra 
ted in herself. It is not without reason, then, that when 
St. Ignatius presents the contemplation of the Incarnation 
and Annunciation, he makes us remind ourselves of this man 
kind, in the firs t point: ..... to see the various ,persons.: 
in such a diversity ... some being born and others dying ..• " 
eSp.Ex. 106). The history of the love Of God becomes the 
history of man: " •.. He becomes man to save the human race" 
eSp.Ex. 102,107). 

Th is the salvi~ic plan pleasinp: to ~ocl. The res
ponse to it is one of obedience in faith (RoJT1. 1,5) which 
is the same as total disponibiIity to the Divine Will. This 
is a disponibility and an obedience which make for the qua 
lity of true liberty in response to the love of God; a II 
berty also before man, as a consequence of that absolute 
trust that, God will be faithful to His word. Hence Eliza
beth could say with all correctness: Yes, blessed is she 
who believed!! blessed are you who have believed in Him. 

Ou~ Re¢pon¢e: Inserted as we all are in salvation history, 
(history of our own salvation and libera

tjon) , "Iet us keep runninp steadily in the race we have 
started. Let us not lose sight of Jesus who leads us in our 
faith and brings it to perfection" (Heb. 12,2). This run

• 	ning on ahead is our struggle for faith which brings us 
near to our meeting the Lord.This Lprd comes, and is coming 
constantly in our lives through the various ,signs of suffer 
inp. This is a response which implies rreat nerseverance in 
the face of contradictions and conflicts that engulf our 
poor little world. Such perseverance and constancy qualify 
our response to the Kingaom of Christ.'He makes Hlmself a 
child and poor at Bethlehem. This same Christ also presents 
Himself Poor and Dispossessed, amidst the homeless, the 
poor, the oppressed, the sick, the sorrowful •.. to show us 
the conditions essential for entering and belonging to the 
Kingdom. Thus, making ourselves poor, with Christ Poor,for' 
better service is the best response we can make during Ad~ 
vent. 

Justo G. TARRIO S.J. 
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CLC AND THE UNITED NATIONS 

For many the subjects of the United Nations and of 
CLC's presence at the UN can evoke a negative response be
cause of the apparent ineffectiveness of the Security Cou~ 
cil in settling disputes between nations and in the acrimo 
nious charges levelled by one bloc of nations against an~ 
other nation or bloc of nations in the General Assembly. 
What is not understood by such commentators - due to bias 
or prejudice, or because of the failure of government ageg 
cies and the media - is the considerable amount of good be
ing done by the UN Secretariat and the several independent 
specialized agencies (UNESCO, WHO, HO, UNICEFlunder their 
board, as well as specific mandates from the General Assem 
bly. 

Within the framework of the UN a two-way communica
tions network has been established between the UN and the 
public, in which the Office of Public Information reports 
on the programs and activities of the various UN agencles 
to concerned public Qrganizations and in which the Economic 
and Social Council (ECOSOC), the United Nations Educatio
nal, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCOI,the Uni 
ted Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), the World Health Or~ 
ganization [WHO), and the International Labor Organization 
{ILOI solicit advice from recognized and approved interna
tional organizations [BGO]on matters with which they are 
concerned and which fall within the competence of the Coun 
cil. The Council recognizes that these organizations shoula 
have the opportunity to express their views and that they 
often posses special experience or technical knowledge that 
would be of great value to the Council in its work. 

In march 1975 WFCLC was granted consul tative status by
fCOSOC and as an officially recognized NGO is entitled to 
sit in on meetings of the Council, its commissions and com 
mittees. For the past 18 months I have represented WFCLC at 
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the several conferences and briefings sponsored by OPI and 
have attended several ECOSOC meetings. ~It is my hope, and 
prayer, to extend and deepen our involvement at the UN. Fu 
ture reports and commentaries on key UN issues and activi~ 
ties will be reported in Progressio and Projects. 

"Clearly, the most important world issue today is the 
growing gap between the developed and the developing na
tions and the subsequent strains between the rich and the 
poor. It is the greatest threat to world peace and survi
val. The times indicate that it is now imperative that~ we 
in the developed nations better understand the issues and 
concerns of world development as expressed by the govern~ 
ments of the world's developing nations. The expression of 
these concerns have been and continue to be articulated 
with remarkable solidarity by the call for a New Interna
tional Economic Order in the UN". 

With these words the International Division of the US 
National Board of Young Men's Christian Associations (VMCA) 
in cooperation with several other agencies announced the 
convening of a National Working Seminar on Development, 
which was held in New York on September 26-28, 1978. Since 
this program exemplifies the serious work of the UN,I have 
adapted the material for the purpose of this article. 

Child Services. Next year, 1979, has been declared by 
the UN as Internat~onal Year of th~ Child (IVC), marking
the twentieth anniversary of the Declaration of the Rights 
of the Child. UNICEF has embarked on a program of "basic 
services" for children in developing countries. This work 
group considered the proposals of IVC for children every
where, with particular focus on the way in which children 
are affected by development in the context of the New In
ternational Economic Order. 

Commodities and Trade. The developing countries call 
for a reformulation of present trading arrangements. This 
workgroup examined proposals for an "integrated commodity
programme", a "common fund" to finance buffer stocks of bas 
ic raw materials produced by developing countries,and oth~ 
er schemes for stabilizing commodity price~ and providing 
preferences for developing countries. How will such trade 
changes affect developing countries? the United States, Ca 
nada and other developed countries? What role can CLC ana 
similar organizations play in preparing its membership for 
such changes? These topics are particularly timely for pr!:.
parations for UNCTAV V (UN Conference on Trade and Develo£ 
ment) in Manila in May, 1979. 
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Disarmament and Development.The tenth Special Session 
of the General Assembly, on Disarmament, was held in May 
and June of 1978, and a Plan of Action was suggested. This 
workgroup examined the results of the Special Session, the 
key issues of disarmament, the relationship of disarmament 
to develonment, and the structure of the arms race. How 
will the ~scalatinp arms race and arms sales i~pact world 
and hu~an develonment? Is there a role for a local volunta 
ry orp,anization?'pow does the arms race affect develoning
nations? Our local co~munities? 

Energy, Science and Technology. The major internatio"
nal conference for 1979 may very well be the UN Conference 
on Science and Technology for Development in Vienna in Au
gust, 1979. The developing nations are calling for a mas
sive transfer of technology from the developed to the de
veloping countries. They are calling for new energy r~
sources in developing nations. What does this mean to com
munities in developed nations? What types of energy should 
be supplied to the Third World? What does the transfer of 
technology mean to the problems of urbanization in develoE 
ing nations? What forms of technology are appropriate for 
developing nations? 

Environment and Development. The most comnrehensive 
assessment of the state of the world's environ~ent took 
nlace at the ITN Conference on the Environment in Stockholm 
in 1(j72. Since that time the United Nations Environment Pro 
gramme headquartered in Nairobi has been relating world~ 
wide environmental concerns to the development concerns of 
the Third World. This workgroup reviewed progress in the 
environment field over the past six years and assessed wh~ 
ther the quest for a healthier environment is compatible
with rapid development in the Third World. Questions rela
ted to the Law of the Sea, desertification, land and water 
resource utilization were also addressed. 

Finance and Development. Some of the most important
decisions affecting economic relations between states are 
made in the board rooms of the International Monetary Fund 
(HfF J and of the World Bank. This workgroup looked into the 
terms and conditions of World Bank loans, bonds, Interna
tional Development Assistance(IVAJ, replenishment, and IMF 
decision-making processes. Can the World Bank restructure 
itself to cope w~th the changing monetary balance? Can the 
cycle of Third World debts be diminished? Do the terms of 
credit really assist the poorest peoples within developing 
nations? What is the role of private banking in develop
ment? 
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Human Factor in Development. The UN Declaration for a 
New International Economic Order, a statement of economic 
relations between states, rarely mentions peoples. This 
workgroup addressed some of the human aspects of theNIEO: 
employment opportunities, wages, housing, education, human 
rights, health services, community development, and the role 
of women in development. ¥fuat is the role of people's org~ 
nizations, such as CLC, in emphasizing the human factor in 
the development process? 

Hunger and Malnutrition. Can the world food supply be 
ensured within 20 yeirs? This workgroup considered current 
schemes for insuring (1) emergency food supplies, (2)a sys 
tern of world food security, (3) proper levels of nutrition 
and (4) adequate food distribution within developing coun 
tries. How do these schemes affect US agriculture, that 01 
other major food producers, agribusiness corporations, and 
consumers in the US and developed countries? What can orga 
nizations such as CLC and others do about these issues?The 
workgroup also considered issues to be discussed at the 
1979 World Conference on Agrarian Reform in Rome at FAO 
Headquarters. 

Industrialization and Economic Conversion. In 1975,at 
the Second UN Conference on Industrialization {UNIVO)in Li 
rna, Peru, the developing countries ,proposed that one of the 
NIEO targets be to increase the share of the world's indus 
try located in developing countries from 7% to 25% by the 
year 2000. This workgroup examined the implications for de 
veloning countries, as well as to United States and other 
devetoned countries ,if such a stratefY were to be realized. 
What factors are involved in retraininl' workers,redefininp: 
industrial nriorities, and other asnects of economic reeis 
tribution on a world scale. ~Iany of the issues relate alsO' 
to conversion from the armaments industry. The workl'roup's 
efforts relate to pre~arations underway for UNIVO Ill .. 

Population and Development. What progress has been 
made ln the populatlOn fleld Slnce the World Population 
Conference in Bucharest in 1974? This workgroup looked at 
population trends, techniques for £amily planning, and the 
relationship between population and development. The popu
lation field is one of considerable priority for many non
governmental organizations working 1n the developing couq~ 
tries. 

Role of the Transnationals. A new center at the UN has 
been set up to study the role of the giant corporations, 
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many of whom are wealthier and more powerful than the ma
jority of nations at the UN. This workgroup considered the 
TNC'~ role and responsibility in development, transfers of 
technology, and world employment. What kind of code of con 
duct can be agreed upon which will be effective for the oE 
eration of TNC~ in developing countries? 

The meeting's finding will be summarized, with a com
mentary and critique, in an article in an early issue of 
Progressio. 

Thomas I. MONAHAN 
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E C PO E S - E C H DE S - E C HOE S - E C HOE S 

!~Q_gQ~!~f~Q!!Q~§_!Q_~Q~!!Q~ 

Without formation there is no growth nor strengthen
ing in life. Without formation the CLCfs also cannot de
velop and take roots in the different parts of the world. 
All of us feel it is a necessity, a priority in our world 
community. 

Happily, and with the grace of God, we continue to 
receive news and information from the different national 
federations concerning the efforts they are making in this 
line and relating to us their good results. 

Today we present to you two programS : one from India 
and the other from the United States. If, through this 
information we give,you feel these programs can help you, 
please do not hesitate to get in touch with those who are 
in charge of these programs. They will be more than willing 
to send you their documentation. 

INVIA The program was prepared by Oriol Pujol, S.J.1 its 
title is "COMMITMENT IS FOR LOVERS". As you well 

know, commitment is a fund~mental aspect in our CLC way of 
life. Based on this point the program is divided into three 
parts: 

Part 1: 

It is made up of a half-day session for groups 
that have just started recently, in their first three to 
six months of group life. During this session each one 
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answers the question "What are you searching for'?" and 
gives their response to Christ as the Light of the World. 

Part 2 : 

Here a full day is required. It is for groups that 
have already been going on for about a year. Its aim is to 
reflect more deeply on the life of the group in the light 
of the CLC. It is a kind of evaluation on how each has 
answered to the call during this time and how to continue 
to respond later on. 

Part 3: 

Three full days of profound experience in mature 
faith sharing as an immediate preparation for assuming 
greater responsibility, especially when this involves CLC 
leaders. 

The author, with the help of ~aria Xavier and Rayna 
Stanley, has prepared a pamphlet of about 20 pages, cyclo
styled and well presented, with a series of suqge:stions and 
practical exercises. In order to make full use of their 
suggestions one needs to refer to a previous publication : 
"The More of Life". I believe that it is a well-scaled pro 
pr~~ since it he Ins the ~e~bers to perceive better the 
varyin~ def-rees of cow~itment in the for~ation process of 
some proup desirinp to be authentic CLC's. 

If you are interested, you may contact 

Olt..tot PUJOL S.J. 
Seva N..tke~an, Silt J.J. Road 
Bqc.utta
BOMBAY 400 008 INOlA 

USA The U.S.National Federation has sent us an excellent 
and complete "Formation Program". The guiding team, 

under the direction of Paul Roy, S.J. and Marie Schimelfen 
ing, has prepared this document, verv important and compre 
hensive, that touches on all essential aspects of the spi£ 
i tuali ty and mission of the CLC. The content of the program 
is divided into four cycles: 

The Introductory Cycle is divided into 3 parts com
posed of a total of 17 sessions; the three parts are: 

Over-all view of the CLC (4 sessions) 

- Introduction to the General Principles (5 sessions) 

Characteristics of the CLC's 
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Foundation Cycle, that is the presentation of the mystery
of. Christ to the participant. It is developed during the 
course of 8 sessions. 

SEirltuality Cycle, concretely of Ignatian spirituality 
where the spirit of the Exercises appears in a very peda
gogical way in personal as well as community growth. This 
cycle runs for 7 sessions. 

Service cacle, underlying the service of the CLC in the 
real worl of today and helping the participants identifv 
themselves with the concrete situations in which they are 
called to serve, to a greater awareness of the situations, 
to planning for action and to evaluating the action under
taken. This cycle lasts also for 7 sessions. 

This program also contains a rich index of a series 
of topics to aid in carrying out the program; it is more of 
a manual for the leaders. 

Through this program we think th~ North American CLC r s 
have given a valuable and practical contribution to the 
iRitiatives and needs for formation on a national as well 
as world level. The material presentation is impeccable as 
well as very manageable. Those interested may write 

THE NATIONAL FEVERATION OF ClC 
3721 We~tmin~te4 Place 
Sr. LO UIS, MiM 0 u.4i 6 3 1 0 8 
U.S.A 
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