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TO OUR READERS 

This issue which reached you today, is carrying an 
insert, an APPEAL which has been undertaken "in fa­
vor of the promotional effort of the ctc, in our 
World Community. . 

Many of our Federations need help to insure a de­
velopment in depth ofexisting coriunun:i.ties. Among 
us are too many who need basic resources to promo­
reand carryon a project, to which they have de­
voted body and soul. ' 

'''We have translated the General Principles in 
our language, but we do not have money to pub 
lish them••.Yet, we need it badly". ­

"The moment has come ,to organize a formation­
session for some of our members , im: vard.ous 
'regions of our country, but We 'need help from 
outside. II 

Facing this continuously growing number of requests 
to the World Federation, the Executiv.e Council has 
tried to increase and to broad~n the possibilities 
of help and service. But it runs in the limitations 
that a precarious financial situation, imposes. The 
only way out of the difficulty is.to make an appeal 
to all ,those who in their commitment to CLC, knqw 
what they have found, who believe that the CLC con 
stitute today a.valuable means for pursuing an ec= 
clesial mission in the world, who are 'convinced 
that the gift they have received should be shared. 

The card you:f1ndin this is,sue, sets out the rea­
Sons why we think these. difficulties can be over­
come.,We commend it to your kind'attention, confi­
dent that it will meet the 'support it asks for. 
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THE GREETINGS 


OF THE NEW VICE-ASSISTANT OF THE CLC WORLD FEDERATION 


At the moment that I recelvemy nomination'as Vice Ec 
clesiastical Assistant of the WFCLC, and a few days after 
my arrival in Rome, I would like to use the pages of PRO­
GRESSIO, to introduce myself in each country and in each 
local community. I want to greet you in the name of the 
Lord !1esus, who is our Peace, our Joy and our Hope,_' My 
prayer accompanies you' and my affection keeps you in my 
memory. ' 

As I enter on this service, I would like also to sha­
re with you some of my thoughts and feelings. A ,first word 
of gratitude to my' predecessor Fr. Nick Rieman who during 
six years has worked in a admirable way, with exemplary, 
abnegation which gave the movement an inspiration for new 
life.'-His enthusiasm, fils sure judgment, and especial'ly 
his deep conviction that the spirituality of the Exercises 
has tOday validity, have had much influenqe in every conti 
nent. In a very personal way, I must thank him publicly for 
'his advice, his trust and his friendship which he has given 
me always very generously. " , 

My arrival in tIils new function coincides with a mo­
ment of great vitality of the CLC. The expansion pf the mo 
vement during the ,last years and the serious commitment of 
the members of the communities', are for me like a challenge 
for better service with the gift of all my capacities and 
of Illy heart. MOFe than ever I need p~ayer to ask the Lord 
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for light and inspj,ration:inspirati'on for grea'ter creativ! 
ty and light to better discern what the Lord is asking me 
in each moment, that I may not hinder l;>y human criteria the 
work He h~s begun and He is continuing 'in the CLeo 

, There are two areas which I consider of particular in 
terest and care. One is of the Exercises. If our movement 
did grow in vitality and seriousness, it is precisely thanks 
to the dynamism with which the spirituality of the ,Exerci­
ses has been lived. 

We should not be content to remain there where we ar­
rived. God is asking us always "more". Not a "quantitati­
ve", numerical more, but the more of a "greater and better 
service" of his divine Majesty and th~ good of mankind.This 
implies that we assume the gift of our char ism and multi­
ply it like the talents, in order to live it in daily life 
and, especially, to INTEGRATE it in the totality of our hu 
man existence.In the measure, that we are "integrated" peo:: 
pIe, our spirituality will be consistant and will have its 
repercussions on real service of all men to whom we are 
sent by the Lord. Our service for justice and liberation 
will be authentic only in the measure that it will be 'the 
concretisation of what God wants us to ,do. Otherwise we 
shall fall into a purely human activity which would not be 
the expression of our £aith. 

Simultaneously with this concern in favor of a wider" 
better development and deepening of our, charism, I want to 

,cont:dbute as much a~ possible, that our ,World Federation 
wi.ll be transformed into a WORLD COMMUNITY. I do ,not belie 
vethat Iam wrong if I EiaY,that.the feeling of being a 
WORLD COMMUNTY is increasing day by day on the world level 
and that the National Federations are aware of the great 
importance of, this growth. The ,general, Assembly of Augsburg 
~973 and the last one, of Mani;La 1976, gave a strong stlmulus 
in this direction ..The interna1;ional journeys of the Roman 
Secretariat :.. the most recent one, realized by Jose Gsell 
and Nick Rieman in14 countries of Africa- the exchanges 
of experiences and the mutual aid ,on regional and continen 
tal level" the constant,ly incr~asing. correspondence coming 
from all Federations; the sensitivity in this matter.ofthe 
members and the local communities, all this and still other 
elements ,.seem to me unmistaka.ble signs that we are 011 a 
'solid way towards .the ideal which is the world community. 
And I feel that I am called to cooperate and to serve mo­
destly but with enthusiasm in this commop task. 

I ask for your prayer and your fratern,al.friEmdshipto 
remain faithful to this commitment. 

Ido ,not want to finish without mentioning thE! privi­
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liged place wioh the CLC's of Latin America occupy in my­
heart. During three years I have .served the movement in 
this continent as Ecclesiastical Assistant. I had the joy 
to see in these years not only their elan in the majo~ity 
of countries, but also the great friendship and close coo 
peration which they have shown everywhere. This is,without 
any merit of mine, the result of the generOSity and enthu 
siasm of the Latin- America CLC members. To all of you: 
thank you very much! 

But I must express this feeling of gratitude also to 
many CLC I s of var.ious countries ~ the trust they have shown 
me, the understanding and acceptance of my limitations, the 
energy which I met always, are reasons to feel happy and 
courageous at the moment of entering on this new period 
of my life in the CLC. 

Finally, I offer totally to all of you:I wish 
that you will find in me not only support and friendship, 
but that you feel also complete freedom to send me ¥our 
suggestions, initiatives, concerns and - why not - your 
fraternal correction. 

-Entirely yours and not forgetting you in the presen­
ce of the Lord. 

Justo GONZALE£- TARRIO S.J. 

- 5 



A SABBATICAL STUDY 


ON PROBLEMS OF FAITH AND JUSTICE IN WESTERN EUROPE 


Last year, Father Francis K.DROLET, s.j. New­
York Province Promotor of the Christian Life Commun­
ities, undertook a sabbatical journey through eight 
nations of Western Europe (England, Ireland, France, 
Belgium, West Germany, Switzerland, Italy and Aus­
tria). His study tries to identify the problems in 
the areas of faith and just·ice, which render the post 
conciliar renewal less than fully effective. 
Began at Easter and concluded at Christmas 1976"his 
journey and consultations brought him to experts in 
the fields of theology, social justice and pastoral 
work~ and as a balance to the homes of good ordinary 
people" believers and non-believers, where he lived 
for periods of three to twelve days. He worked in­
tensely through the international network of Chris­
tian Life Communities. We are offering below large 
excerpts of his study with the hope that this inden­
tification of faith and justice problems in Europe 
can help us fulfilling our mission,especially in the 
economically developed countries. (Editor's Note) 

Preliminary Observations 

a) 	 These 'problems were' not all present in all the coun­
tries I visited~ nor were they present to the same de­
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gree in countries thqt had them. In some countries, a 
vigorous effort was being made by the Church to respond 
to these problems; in other nations, the response ap­
peared to vary from a mediocre to an apathetic response . 

•• b) 	 Problems are negative. I coutd give an equally detailed 
report on th~ many positive signs of the vigorous faith 
and justice life of the European Church. But this was 
not my goal ••• 

c) 	The same problem~ exist here in the United States. Per­
haps the value of this document lies in the identifica­
tion of these problems. We need to keep them before our 
eyes, lest we forget. 

SPECIFIC PROBLEMS OF FAITH 

NON-CHRIST-CENTERED FAITH 

Too many gave the impression that the object of their 
faith was the Church, - the institutional aspect of the 
Church, with its doctrines, laws, morals. The result: many 
have no deep, intimate, personal knowledge of Jesus Christ 
..• Unknown, Christ becomes relatively unloved. Nor is His 
permanent presence among men comprehended or the motivat­
ing source of witness and service .•. 

What I might call u:r;.eiigious dwarfism". A faith that 
is too notional and .insufficently affective; not being 
nO].lrished by serious, adult readings in post Vatican II 
applications of faith, nor being nourished enough bya Bi­
blically-sustained prayer life.Faith becomes static rather 
than dynamic living response to Gon's calls today. 

FAITH-PRIVATISTIC 

God, too often sought for satisfying needs. Few aware 
of the social dimensions of their sins of omission. Absen­
ce of a sense of witness or service towards others. 

FAITH~COMPARTMENTALIZED 

Too many Christians have not integrated" not allowed 
their Christian Life of faith to enter the whole of their 
lifes. Compartmentalized,not sufficiently related to their 
profession/occupation, family, political or social life ... 
This calls for good spiritual guides to help people under­
stand hbw "pragmatic atheism" can be the mark of an appa;­
rently "devout Catholic" whose daily life ·is characterized 
by the worshipful pursuit of false idols - wealth, mate­
rialistic goals, prestige, power. 

GROWTH 
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Decline of more formal 'types of vocal prayer, many 
seeking a life of personal prayer and also encou­
raged by newer forms of shared prayer ..• Well - versed 
teachers of the ways of personal prayer are needed, pray­
er for the real life of the laity.... Can there 
be a living faith, without this intimate familiarity and 

with the Lord? 

A widespread lack of emphasis on sacrifice, the mys­
tery of suf'fering and the meaning of the cross. This could 
be explained in part by the materialistic progress of na­
tions, and the subtle temptations to pride among an up 
ward-mobility' people ...• Sacrament of Reconciliation not 
being really re-taught and motivated. 

FAITH UNDISCERNED AND UNWITNESSED 

A great need and desire among the laity to develop 
mature consciences, to understand the workings of the Holy 
Spirit within them, and how to discern contrary mouvements. 
How to assume their full roles of responsibility in the 
Church and world. ~ 

FAITH UNRELATED TO TECHNOLOGY AND THE PROPER USE OF CREA­
TURES 

The problem of silence, reflection and relaxation in 
a very noisy world; the problem of technology prolonging 
the process of death, and in isolation fr.om loved ones; 
the problem of urban renewal uprooting communities, essen­
tial to human friendship. 

'~ 

,SPECIFIC PROBLEMS OF 

MANY CATHOLICS, LAY AND RELIGIOUS 'suffer an unjust 
oppression by certain individuals, institutions, and cus­
toms in the Church. Largely p.ue to a failure on the part 
of the hierarchy and clergy in some places, to personally 
assimilate; internalize, and intelligently implement the 
faith and justice developments of Vatican II and other mo­
dern teachings on justice. Under this oppression of igno­
rance, these Catholics are confused, fearful or change, 
incapable of strong and wise witness against unjust struc­
tures in the world around them; their morality remains 
highly individualistic, non-socially oriented; their po­
litics remain conservative, incapable of dealing with a 
world of Marxism and 
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FOREIGN WORKER,S, brought from poorer countrie.s to 
First World Europe suffer oppression and expioitation, 
being often treated as commodities or chattel. An esti­
mated fifteen million workers brought into the more 
developed countr ies of Europe, com'ing from the poorer areas 
of Spain, Italy, Portugal, Turkey, Jugoslavia,Algeria etc. 
The'y are brought as "workers", welcomed by an expanding 
economy, easily rejected by a dec-lining economy. Among 
their oppressors : the general public, with its ,..attitude 
against foreign workers~ certain business corporations 
that exploited them as commodities, to be discarded during 
economic receSsions; many ChriStians, ~ndesirous of welcom 
ingand integrating foreigners into their religious commu­
nities and organizations. . 

CHILDREN ,UNBORN AND,BORN are among the helpless oppress 
ed of Europe. Children have become for many a real, obsta= 
cle to their egoistical goals. Abortion is widespread. All 
too many children placed in nurseries at age two-and-a-half 
or three, so great is the pressure' of public opinion on 
mothers to return to work asguickly as possible, and for 
couples to have all the rewards of the "better life". 

YOUTH IN GENERAL are being oppressed and exploited by 
those who create the consumer culture ••• By their. own-peers 
by the very demanding pressures of the academic world, 
creating for all too many young people neuroses. 

RACISM AGAINST FOREIGNERS. Former colonials with rights 
of citizens, Eastern, Europeans who fled to the west and 
others. Many of these are suffering from the injustice of 
racism. Since they o'ften work for. smaller salaries, they 
appear as a threat to the salaried workers 'of a country. 
Antagonism'shown because'" they are different from us,dirty, 
make much 'noise, etc." Some of the nations find themselves 
unprepared to acknowledge their new identity as "multira- I 

cUll nations". - , 

SINGLE AND MARRIED WOMEN appear to be less advanced 
in women's rights than their !'iffierican sisters. In places 
a Jansenistic sexuai morality haS left underdeveloped a 
hecillthy relationship between the sexes, not enough is ,.done 
to help them to integrate marriage and family life with' 
their carreers ••. Wage 'differentiaiibetween men and women 
remain a serious prob'lem... 

WOMEN IN RELIGIOUS LIFE. Many bear the marks of a for 
mer way of deperSOnalized training, authoritative, superiors 
and a lack of supportive communlty.Now hungering for a more 
human and prayerful religi:ous life. There appeared to be 
fewer women engaged as .extraordinary minister,s of the Euch~ 
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rist, or pub,licly expressing views- of womel'\ 's ordination 
Yet I heard expressions of praise and ad~iration for the 
American Church on these issues. 

ELDERLY PEOPLE. Housing now primarily built for the 
small family with, tw<? children. Urban renewal often de~ 
troyed older neighborhoods where the elderly had the sup­
port of dear friends and familiar surroundings. Suffer in 
many places from lOnE:liness, being somewhat an' obstacle to 
the upward mobility of their children. 

MENTALLY ILL PERSONS.Unlesssuch a person is from a 
retalively well-off family, all too' often there are insu;' 
ficent programs for treatment and rehabilitation of the 
mentally ill. Often such people were an obstacle to the 
self-centered. 

VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE are among the most oppressed.Un­
just laws and customs in the tragic .area of NOrthern Ire­
land. Those endangered by bombings in many other places. 
The large number of political and other types of kidnap­
pings; thetragedies associated with the increase of the 
drug traffic. One sad factor in som~places.: the Church 
been identified with a status quo regime, leaving it at 
less than credible wi tne'ss against injustice. 

THIRD WORLD DEVELOPING NATIONS exploited and oppressed 
through policies of First ,World Nations.Oftentimes, First 
World Europe buys raw goods from. the dev;eloping nations at 
the lowest prices, and then in turn sells back to them the 
finished product at First: World prices, th~reby impoverish 
ing them the more ... European industrialisiis who brought in 
foreign workers are now being criticized for not helping 
those foreign,developingnationsby building plants there. 
where a greater ne.ed existed ••. Oppression of the deve­
loping peoples by bolstering governments and institutions 
of countries that deny the human rights of their citizens 
or by selling them armaments for violence. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE WITNESSES are often oppressed when 
they speak out against injustice. Cases observed:some Ca­
tholics in Northern Ireland now live in fear of their .. own 
lives for denouncing in court their co-religionist engaged 
inbombings ... Some leaders of Social Justice Centers in 
socialist countries are denounced by conservative fellow 
Catholics as "Marxists", for championing social justice 
teachings Of. recent Synods and Vatican II ••. 

RELIGIOUS-CULTURAL OPPRESSION OF.CATHOLICS.The faith 
inculturated in Europe over the last 2000years,is now im 
prisoned ihmany ways in those bygone cultural trappings7 
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·Forms of relig.ious-cultural oppression :a) pn the part of 
; some of the c.lergy - their outmoded life-style, their hesi ' 
tancy' to share co-responsibility with the laity, the fact 
that ,they are suppqrted by the state in some countries, 
their cotintinuance of chapels and churches where. there are 
few communicants ... b) on the part of both, laity and cler 
gy the continuance of long-standing grudges and historical 
memories that cause deep divisions in the same country.. J. 

c) On the part'of the laity, workers long alienated from 
the Church due to factors like those listed above, and now 
in need of liberation from these to counteract powerful Co 
munist attrac'tions .•• 

o F.K. DROLET S.J. 
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25. MARCH ~vORLD. CLC DAY 

The first World Day was held in 1939. It was in­
tended by the promotors, to be for the Sodalities 
of that time, a community feast, a day of mutual 
aid, enthusiasm and encouragement. Each year this 
World Day has been celebrated since then. SOme 
countries have never failed to interest their.mem 
bers and to stimulate their enthusiasm'in this 
terna'tional dimension of their community. 

With the development of recent years,we have seen 
a new and broader sensitivity arising. The "sense 
o~ being a international community, was strenghte 
ned by the experiences of Rome-Augsburg'73 andMa 
nila-Baguio'76, which also underliriedand clari~ 
fied the common and l?pecific orientation of CLeo 
The universal vocation of the CLC, which we felt 
there, seems to find in the celebration . of :rour 
World pay, an expression of its communion: 

- The choice of a single theme, proposed for 
study and meditation to all the CLCof the 
World, consolidates and deepens thei,r sense 
of unity. 

- 'I'he feast of the Anmlnciation reminds all 
of us, ,that like our Lady's fiat, also our 
mission is union and participation with the 
will of God in a total gift of ourselves, 
one, with our Lady. 

The theme for 1978 having been already set,we are 
happy to communicate it to our readers: 

THE INCARNATION A YES TO HUMAN DIGNITY 

One of the forthcoming issues of Pr'ojects will su~ 
gest, as'always, some possible ways for develop­
ing the theme in the meetings or days, scheduled 
for the celebration of our World CLCDay. 
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HOW DOES·THE WORLD FEDERATION 


OF YOUTH CLC WITHIN THE WHOLE CLC MOUVEMENT? 


Whenmeetirigwith CLC'members or interested groups 
different countries, this question seems to corne up all 
the time.' It isa question, however, which has been ser i'"" 
ously considered only in recent years; actually, since 
sburg '73 . Youth CLC has been a' somewhat nebulous is.sue, 
goal and formation process left largely to the 
and ideas of the local leaders'. And truly, the ..nature 
youth CI..Cis different from country to country: e.g.,in In.\ 
dia it is young working people in their mid-twenties,whli"e,, 
in nei.ghborihg Sri Lanka ~ it is school groups, members 
even as young as 13 and 14 years. Some countries like 

'. Germany., hav.e a federation. for youth groups, ~eparate'from; '. 
the! adults; others, like the U.S. , encourage integrati:onof. 
youngarid.older members, event to being membe.rs of the same '.. ' 
CLC group in some cases. Spme federations seek a well-d,eve 
loped, spe.cifically Ignatian concept of formation ofthi,:!iF,. 
youth CLCs, wbileothers use the name "CLC" for almost any 
type of prayer, discussion, or action group. Given these 
wide differences in conception of youth:"'CLCfrom federa'" 
tion,it'sdlfficult to make clear statements about what 
its role in the World Federation should be, wi.thout . beihg 
hopelessly abstract! ­

However, in August '76, just after. World Assembly 
in the Philippines, some youth leaders from the 5 conti-: 

. nemts worked together for the very fi:(st time on just$UCI1 
questions: , 

-what is the goal of youth formation - is there 

cornmon to the youth movement in most c01Jntries, 

may call universal?' 


.... 	 is there a spec,ific .process 'involved, one which 

gui·shes Y-CLC from other youth movements'? 


-	 how do we go about youth forma'tion? 
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making ..no. ><dist :tno';' 
or. 	 Hons .whateyeJ:"(youth 

and!idult .. lprmation 
•j list ithesame. incgo~al 
'method, 	 and type' of 
CORlInitirtent r 

~perhaps the"lJaJ.anoe could..be expressed thus: 
',YouthCLCis a.speCial. s.ec;t.ionoftheto.... 

, ta.l' moyeJJleI1t,sl1~ringmostofthe~aI!le goa.ls 
as the, adults.,' ,butusing methodsnffhicha're 
~adapte<:1~ •. p.mlaimingii,tateI.!lpor~u.'Y,or: pre. 
v,iSionalco~itment~".Tempora.ryc~:tmeht" 

, p.()esnot\im~iy ,"pa:rtial .... cOm1ni~~ntU; 
young' persoll can oorimrit·h,j,mse:I.,f. fUlly 

. a way of Hfer,foracertairi period of 

y-ctc havingnocOhJlecticm 
ortrlmsitiorfbetween 

~ ,Y0tlth.and ad\llt mein­
;bersh,;i~; ..' ven few 
,YOuthillleIn~~fsinfor­
med' about the adult, 

.!Uovement,or-how ,tb 
'ma.kethe. ~ra.i1sition. 



narrow. a~s'ense 
,If o\ltstandih(i'i"ri"+h<'~ 
rittlally,apes 

',conlmitted ,.mature 
types') thereby'" 
'those who .could 
such qualities 

'the formation 

aim'ataserious (and enjoyable!}f~rriiai ,~ 
:bionpro'grarii':'one which is Ignatiari' and integrated; , 
,but :notin, a restr'ictin9 'sense,..' offeringthebegi!!:' 

, ning experiences to everyone., allowing them, to de­
cide, ,for themselves, ~if they want thii:;>pecjfickind 

'tif9r:ou.pas.,timegoeson." And as always! 'using m~'/ 
thodsiwh'ichare effective' and 'appropriate foryotlng
people. '" '., 

, '.' ( '. _ ' ... ' .,·,'f,,· ~', _ '\ 

,,$o;!'wouldconclude bY,say:l,ng' 
CLClliovement ," find the.ir relcitlonship 
treme:;> .'I'fuafraid tbisisfar 'from a 
to t:heorig.1nalqilestienl '- bU,t ple,ase 
that, iri:thj;c0mlrig years, the balante we 
extr~escan be expr'e£,sed' as dlear' univer:sal" 
lowi,pg,~ea9hnatiqrial federa'tion enO'\lgh,freedomi' 
9iafand '9ul:turaldiffeie,ncel:1intbaccount:~~ ,The, 
StlPplement:byFt. Leturia(April'77}'offersqui 
help't:o yOuth f0rIl\ationleaders. , yery 'soon, we 
Assi'stant-for youth can begi'n workingful,l,..time 
Secretariat~" This is yet another sigh that ",' <-u-".u", 

i~pb+tari'(ahdinteg'ra:l plaCe in the total, :mC)VE!ml'en. " -.'­ , - ." ., ; 

,to react 
(or: artiGles {~otherissuel'i) 

welcome to write us. We would,;truly appreciate 
,t1onon this ,question in'particular, speakiri<j 
e~periencies. " ,,' 

One in J-esus and Mary 





... Sierrq 
,comihg~"fromall 

ners'(.the·j,.ron mines' are .the·most 
.ainohgthe~f()reigners ,whocom.e to gain 
have runaway from family-problems ....r .. ., 

. :i: h~pe, dear friends,that IhayegiVen a 
tribu.tionto the "new step" ·~hich :the CLC just 

wrtP;~Chr,ist'fornetter service," • . 

=============== 

ILIMA -:,/EiERU 

Suggestions of PRACTICAL OUTLINES 
tion ""i·b.,'the ~or:mat':Lon<of .a.~,_g,~oup~~-

HOW TO STAR'!,' 

PLANNING 

'\ 

a)·ACOMMuNITY: a group of. friends. in _Ch+:ist. 
want to fblb;)w Christ seriously? without: ,",.ut-f-':f"""~ 
ness.Uiiitedin - sincere friendshlp •••,true 

mutual confidence .... 
- the Faith~ living.~. 
- an'- IdealofseJ:"vice (for 

Church ,the people:. at' the·
todayf.· ". ., , . 

-to be a "witness" of "life: 
commitment of our Faith~· in l;O'I;1i:lLv·r;s 

Feltresponsibilit:y be£ore 
-tofornl youth committed to the "",:.ru·,·,,'Q 
the Church and the world,'in 
field.of life;, family, student; 
society.. . '. i· " 

CLChas riot. only apostolates,but 

cr cHRISTIAN: - to live life intentional1y 
. of its conseqtlences 

- to unite human life 
sions with Ehe 
faith 



Wl1at i syoti:t;;~~~?I;i§""bi~ are ¥ou?Wh~te 
. ,:./live?:Wherepp yOlX~;"rork'orgo' to school ? 


;':;~llY do'¥ouWclnt: t:o,;jointhe group? 

EnditlleJlleeti,ngwith <ash~l7ed prayer." 


t~~~~~ - J: sta~~ ,~iNTEGRATION_of the group ~ . ril1.ltlial 
quaintc'tnce and confidence ~ .... •. 

. !)ynam'i¢:, Life experience AI) .(Dlalog hi.pair~), 
.' .' to energize new groups :eas'ier for manyat:l(;l-to 

)'breakthe fce!t,·g~ve opinioh toqn~ other rather than 
-:tQ/w!i()).e."g;r:qu~f ". .. . . '. , '. 

Cl.(;IlOW:. hasrny 'iif e.b~,~Il1'•• iny;ChHdhOOd.:.,horoe'; 1He; 
, . parents ,.br.others:,ciiid. sisters.;. schoof.' H:f'e? 

·••.•• Hciw.r~;my.~i~f'~I1P0* 'sc~6oi ,';hiver~'{ty; ;'w8;k(~hat
;,.d9.t., ;Li,kebi;!st'?); 'inteiE;!sfs I ,hobby, friEmd~~ .•. ( in 
love?)~~;; . .....': ,:i;. C', .... './ . ' .•. 

whateventk'dblc~nside'r most)'IllP6i'Eant :~t:l roy I.i 
,f.e?' ". 

I ~~i?eci:;i~om'~h~ groU:~? 
dia,J..Og,in·pah.s" how~aqh ." .ol1e li~ed·. 
is ;{sl1:ared''iri Qorninoh ;Pinall;i;;': discuss 

u.".,uC>1Ll.L'-',;::~~~,'~~f7~!~·····..~~1~:~i.~.~~Il~t~~;~~~6~~.~be 
in ,'t6 become betterfr:(!ends~' . "." ( 

Dyt!"'1;'\'\~~;t'''i~neti9. .iIt) (n,.iog 
,are~.1t!y'~;g~J?~F~·ti2>~l;i.St~~il~s ..\;(:'~reer.~~~<~'Farni-··
.?<..•.. .,, -~ 



a); 'what waS my first ex~erience of God? 
me. into my life? 'c 

b) What werethec;:hange.sin my spiritual life? 
circumstances that have modified my Spiritua 

c) Haw do i: ,consider my spiritual life today? Il'l. 
solid, confused I doubtfu'l? 

Consider unity in diverSitr: 
how qod comes to each by different routes: see 
.feren:tly Godwdrks in eaqh soul, how diverse' 
and providehc~of God in'me·and ih others. End 
shared,prayer of thanksgiving for the.giftof 
may mention SOme friend"s experience that has 

. sed him or her) • . . 
('1'his"Faith experience" is amplified 
therdocument) 

V.",MEETING-Dynamic: Review of the 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

(Outline fortJ"iis in separate document) 

VI. MEETING.., Three meetings may' be 

Possible themes: reality of the 
egoism, ,injustice,. :friendshlps, 
the. family, drugs, etc;:. 

VII. MEETING' ..,These dynamics serve to open the 
world at large and to form consciences in 
lity.lt .alsoservesto initiate the group 
ticeofthe Review of Life, moving toward 
in common, so fundamental in our style of 
n.7) 

MEETING :.... Dynamic: Experience of the group (as a 0,1:'01;10;';;.·, 

or~ in pairs) _ 

This dynamic ends the Stage I of 
,group and mutual acquaintance and 
initiation. 
Serves to give a first evaluation of the 
gress.and ejich of its members (those who 
severe, .•• ?) 

a) Howl see -the group? What I like· 
least._ Is ,the group.advancl.ng in 
hesion?' 





) 

• f, 

"IMPOSSIBLE TO MAKE PROGRESS IN,THIS WAYl 
BUT HOW IS PROGRESS TO BE MADE?" 

"You cannot have a great influence on th~ policies of 
western multinational companies ( ••• ), nor can you influe£ 
ce greatly ( .••') the policies of your goverrurtents in their 
relations with Asia. But we will appreciate the little that 
you ·can do". These encouraging words of Father Horaciode 
la Costa at BagUio should remain with all the delegates of 
the "first world" on their return to their respective coun ' 
tries and communities.' ­

a;ow "little" in fact had been done became apparent to 
us, members of the German Federation, while we were 
ring'for a study-week on a new world economic order,aweek 
that ,had to take place in the week after PentecQst,May31st 
to June 5th 1977. Neverthe1es$,we believe that the strate­
gy that was'proposed to our members by the "CLC Group for 
Initiatives in J,iberation and Development" (a groupexis!:. 
ing:since 1971) can help substantially togivemeaning to 
the phrase "the little that you can do". Andi,t is also a 
step in applying what our Federation learnt from the dele~ 
gates at Manilla: the need to bring ourselves to a new li-' 
fe-seyle so that we can develop a fresh'awi?-reness ,of the 
world economy. Willingly then we offer to th~ 'readers of 
"Progression the positive and stimulating experiences of 
this study-week. ' ", .• 

The initial situation 

To do that we think it is necessary f,irst to give an 
outline of our position at the beginning, if we are to put 
these questions and problems within reach of our members 
and even have some influence in wider circles. Although it 
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was short, our stay Quts,ide. the limits of our 0V:P civiliza 
tion during the trip to Manilla and ,Assembly.' 76', brought 
into focus a series of ~roble~s; 

The individual bourgeoi$,even at the lower levels, is 
heir to a high standard lof living with regard to, material 
goods, culture, social opportunities and political liberty. 
But a great part of the population is living under theiaf­
fliction of serious psychological problems, which however 
are only symptoms: these range from the craving for drugs, 
alcoholism, and the hostility to children, to abortion. It 
is striking to notice that most of these people,.living in 
abondance, nevertheless fee;!. frustrated;. There are, too~ 
other factors that at the same time cau'se 'concern: . the iso 
lation of the individual and of the ~mall family (without 
children, or with only ohe or two) in the anonymity of lar 
ge cities, increased specialization and the.cpmplexities 
of demanding careers, the great separation from nature re­
,suIting from technical progress in living, finally ,and as, 
a result, an a.ttitudeof· fatalism with regard to every e­
vent. 

As a consequ~nce, self-confidence 'is. lost, together 
with the ability to bear suffering, to be patient, to hope 
and problems arise in relationships - between men themsel­
VeS and.with God. The result is that for many people ease 
and prosperity, which for t.hem depend on luck, become a.bad 
but apparently needed substitute for human values that are 
not easily attained, such as love, confidence, joy •.• This 
is one of the main reasons why most people anxiously avoid 
all change, because for them it implies having less,and so 
theypostponeclecisions that would be required for the a­
chievement of greater' justice. In ,this situation Christians 
--who, because of theil:' worldwide contact with their bro-'­
thers and sisters, are better informed and more aware of 
world problems' than the average bourg~!b:i.s-~flind themselves 
ina sort of ambivalent position: they too are affected by 
the consumer society in which they live and can only detach 
themselves with difficulty from the comforts it offers,but 
they have a conviction of its effemeral nature.whiletheY 
enjoy it with a.bad c;:onscience. Besides world problems l.f­
ke hunger,' increasing' i1'lfant mortality,. injustices in. in,.. 
ternational commerce, others come cro~ding in connected 
with the life-:styleand pol.itical attitudes in their own 
countries. The danger Of being . reSigned to all this is not 
so great for so~eone a<;:custo~ed to lOoking immedi.ately .for 
effective solutions to practical and ,technical problems. 
;Patience is not needed to such an extent bythepeJ:'son who 
can rely on ,speedY,assistance, for example in the case of 

. sickness' or .disaster. But when such help is delayed or de­
nied. it is only too clear how little accustomed we are to 
live with these problems, to persevere in expectation ..and 
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·hope., di,scover soluti;ons 'little by little--as we Europeans 
saw 'with wonden-during our in Asia. The monstrous si­
:;;:e ot t;he, problem ef poverty injustice can easily lead 
to a·negative' attitude ("it's impossible to do anything!") 
and this can be the excuse fer many in their refusal to. 
take the problems seriously. Whoever comes "face to face' 
with these prob:Lems, as we of the CLC and many Christians 
do, runs the risk of retreating into a state of saq accep­
tance and a helpless feeling of remerse, because ef the e­
normous pewer ef the structures of injustice. 

The Aim and the Means 

To. abanden this rele ef resigned spectater ,at ,the risk 
ef increased embarassment, threugh a better analysis of .e­
cenemic and polit'ical mechanisms and structures, tegether 
leeking for possible solutions and realistic steps .to be 
taken--such was the objective of this study--week, . atten­
ded by twenty- two. peeple from various dioceses,adults .. and 
students (both university and secondary). 

Fitting in with the aim of the week, the program, had 
three stages: after dealing with the preparatery material, 
the. f·irst two days were spent in group meetings ,divided ac 
cording to. delegations (for example the Group of 77,U8A, 80 
viet Unien)and in them we tried to. repreduce the 4th ses= 
sion ef UNCTAD,though without copYing exactly what they did. 
Bearing in mind the data en the situatien befere the epen­
ing ef the Nairobi' 76 meeting tegether with some ideas that 
emerged frem the sessions, the exchanges were .a help in the 
search fer a solution acceptable to all taking part. How­
ever,it has not as yet had any result. Why is this so? The 
effort to put to practical use the conclusions reached in 
this play, above all the revelation ef political maneuver­
ing, made clear the kind of lives that had been led, revea 
led their background, and this just served to incrE!ase our 
embarassment. 

The secend stage made clear the point at which the 
reality of UNCTAD IV finally surpassed the already dark 
emerged frem eur ewn studies: the expesitien of a number 
of realistic problems, especially regarding change, drawn 
up by Father Zwiefelhofer, 8.J. (prefessor of sociology and 
the problem of development, at Munich), an expert who had 
taken part as a Vatican observer during Nairobi I 76 meet 
ting. With less illusiens and the advantage ef realism, 
helped especially by questiening, a,nd in the:' realization 
of eur own weakness, we celebrated the e~eharist that night. 
In the 5 loaves and 2 fishes ef the Gospel we re-discevered 
the disproportion between necessity and possibility;but we 
renewed .our courage and hope in recalling that the distri­
bution of a "little" through the word of Jesus was able to 
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more than could be counted. And so finally ~n the 
we had the courage to think about the 'conse­
our own lives, for the CLCs and for our Ji'edera 
examining a series of models for action, pro­

jects and group plans, each one sought in himself and in 
sharing with others the practical way to make the ideal a 

Let us mention here just a few of the more important 
pOints: the communication of the experiences of this week 
within the CLCs by means of reports and weekend meetings; 
different forms of conscientizatiorl,both personal and in 
a larger circle (dialogue, newspaper articles,contact with 
politicians, activities ••. ) as groundwork for political de 
cisions; stress on 'common .work through~the initiative of 
the recently established "One world"; finally·· (at. least,as 
much as possible) the help of CLC friends in· other coun­
tries and continents in the spirit of ,the"reserve mission'! 

Ingeborg GRAFENSTEIN 
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IN MEt.10RI.AM FR. AR'rHUR DEPOORTERE S. J . 

Many of our' readers were able to meet 
Fr. Depoortere at the international mee 
tings of Rome-Augsburg and Manila.Last 
June 10, he died after a short and paiQ, 
full illness. He confided to a friena 
who visited him during his illness:the 
two great moments of my life, were my 
ordination and Manila'76. We reprodqce 
here an extract from an article, publi 
shed in Indonesia, where he had started 
the ,CLC. 

In 1973 Fr. Depoortere discovered a new dimension for his 
life. With Fr. Ismartono S.J. and Frans Bonang,he attended 
the General Assembly of the CLC World Federation at Rome­
Augsburg as a delegate from Indonesia. When he caIne home, 
he gave no glowing report, but he thought that the CLC was 
a good thing. He thought that this was, what Indonesia ne~ 
ded. From then on he devoted all his free time to the CLC. 
Slowly it came to life. There was not much talk about it1 
it seemed to be just an experiment. Finally, though, he or 
ganized the first' formation-sessiori'76 at Giri Sonta, with 
31 participants from Jakarta, Jogjakarta, Semarang and su­
rabaja. It was ,a simple but a good meeting. 

Fr. 'Depoortere was the head of the Indonesia delegation of 
6 persons, at Manila-Baguio. Next he organized the national 
CLC meeting in Jogjakarta and drew up, single-handed, all 
the documents for that gathering. His clear and wise pur­
pose was to apply, what ,he had learned in t-1anila, to the 
Indonesian situation. It seemed that what he had done so 
far merely to pass the time," had become a' very serious 
thing for him. A few days later I visited him in S. Elisa­
beth hospital. He was seated on his bed with his legs cros 
sed. With a few almost inaudible words, he seemed to excu= 
se himself. "All of a sudden I could not talk any more ..... 
Where did he think about during his last hours? When the 
first CLC b~lletin was being prepared, he hoped to include 
an article on our Lord's Paschal Mystery. He believed that 
was the essence of the CLC spirituality. His Peace and re­
signation during his illness., revealedto.us t6at the Pas­
chal Mystery was the heart of.Fr. Depoortere's own spiri­
tual life. 
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"REDISCOVERING GOD AND MAN"-, 

A Life-Experience 

With'the passing years, as my interpersonal relation­
ship with God attained depths till then unknown, I began 
to feel an uneasiness within me : how to integrate people, 
and life, into my prayer? The difficulty, in other words, 
of assimilating into that dialog;ue with God what I myself, 
my family, my friends and my fellow human beings, a~e com­
ingto be. The difficulty, above all, of integrating into 
prayer those persons, trodden underfoot like the dry .,g\j.­
t~mn leaves that, detached fr~ the tree, have now no 
chance--no hope, let us say--of recovering their freshness 
and color. I spent years clinging to the easy idea of ima5;! 
ining and proclaiming a love for Man that was not transla.,.. 
ted into daily actions. As a resurt I found it hard to 
launch out int,O a profound love for suffering humanity, a 
humanity wistful with its earthly hopes that might, of 
course, become heavenly ones. It was hard too for me to 
distinguish between love for the many (the oppressed), and 
enmity for the few who had usurped (by deceit, instit~ 
tionalized violence and so many other inhuman mechanisms) 
from the "little ones" of the Gospel (Matthew 25) what b~ 
longed to them. To me then it seemeQ the only way was to 
despoil the few by force of what they had taken. 

But slowly my love for. God found an echo, a response. 
I lived with a yearning to love Man, a yearning I was not 
able to synthesize with my love for God. My whole being 
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was wracked with the'stru~gle of making sure I did not 
lose sight, ei.ther of Jesus in my life Or of Man, whose 
deafening callI knew awaited. my response.. 1. suffered,' 
and would not accept (thqnk$ ·to an interior Energy) aban­
doning' one so as the better to develop the other._ And 
it was in that moment--I don't know when or how,. really-­

'that I realized my whole life would be destroyed 'if I 
.did not launch out passionately on the adventure of Gos­
pel Love. My life then began to take a new course. It was 
not an alternative to'the other two but rather the discov­
ery of a point of confluenCe of the bnesame LOVE. I saw 
that bothconc,erns pertained to one same reality. It be­
came clear to me it is an illusion if we present these two 
preoccupations as parallel lines, and that if we think the 
solution lies in conciliating the two we will die·interioE. 
ly. It was a matter, then, of rediscovering the deep and 
mysterious dimensions of Love, rather than of, conciliating 
the abstract and finite concepts that.we are accustomed to 
construct with our logic to "prove", our intellectual grasp 
of things .. For me today there is no higher . intellectual 
knowledge than to recognize continually the Presence of 
God in our life and in the world, and to ,recognize the 
scope and sweep of Man in the very being of God. As I say 
this I am thinking of Jesus, who ,is the pOint of conflu­
ence of the Love of God and the Love of Man, of Love be­
come Life.and of Life become Love; of LOve poured out to­
wards Men and of Men poured out towards Love. Jesus, You 
are my prayer become life, and my life become prayer. 

My Life-Prayer. Here lies the answer I searched for 
so anxiously nuring the last few years. Every face that I 
see on my bus-ride every day is one of the "least ones" 
of the Gospel, for whom Christ came into the world. Faces 
of a worker returning from his day's work, of or a mother 
with her four or five little ones who know no hope. Faces 
that, in my daily comings and gOings, often reflect to me 
a weariness with life,not because of what they might have, 
but because of what they lack. Faces that-are sleepy, wea~ 
")!:y, worn out with the struggle of life, a struggle tha't:' 
they take as lost for lack of ever finding an echo or some 
thing to grab hold of. They, the worker, the woman with 
her little ones, the vendors who move about, and so many 
others, they are my life-prayer. They commit me to a con­
tinually more demanding struggle, and they make me seek 
the Face of Jesus. What else can I do than- be one who 
cries out in favor of them? They are the voiceless ones, 
created, it almost seems, for structures of oppression. 
They seek my voice. Jesus, He too, is VOiceless, seeking 
my voice. 

And still, something curious and incredibly wonder­
ful, I know I need them. I need Jesus, his Presence(in the 
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Eucha.l;'l,st a.nd in t.he world where He is transPaJ;'·ent fOr 
me). And l need suffering.Men, who are through their p~in 
l1is c.all to me•. Wha.t a .Ylondrous reality they allow me to 
appreciate:Loye, which sets a.ll afire! 

What lam writing is, today, the moti~ation that 
stirs my life. Before, I did not see it so .clearly~ And 
yet, I do not think all of the past has been in vain, for 
the past too is part of the Present and the future of a 
person. We should yield to the Presence of God, whiCh is 
,busy shaping us, forging us • Bu.tthe important thing is to 
allow the Lord to a.ct, not to imagine the Lord is acting 
when rather. we are interposing our fears and our false pru
dence. .­

Irepeat--mywhole past life,· before .I came to my 
present understanding of God and of Man, has not been use­
less. I do not regret any of it. I value it the more be­
cause it is what has tugged and drawn me to this rediscov­
ery of Jesus in the Gospel and in suffering People. All 
those elements that logic terms "spiritual" or "profane" 
were mi·lestonesthat today mark· the course I have taken 
and that commit me to a revolutionary struggle. I believe 
more firmly.in God,. and so I believe too in each suffering 
Man or Woman. I see my life being drawn along in a pilgri­
mage toward the future: toward that Omega, that Final End, 
which sheds its light on the path that I must travel with 
my Brother, because--we belong to one same Body which must 
be transformed. 

Carlos LECAROS Z.· 
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ECHOES - ECHOES - ECHOES - ECHOES - ECHOES - ECHOES - ECHOES 

[ NATIONAL SEMINAR OF FORMATION IN CHILE I 

Between January ,14 and January 30 of this year, the 
CLC Federation organized, a Seminar of Formation forlthoseei.n 
eharge ofCLC formation. The fundamental objective of this 
Seminar was to prepare these people to help groups and,in­
dividuals to grow in the CLC way of life, according to the 
General Principles and the 'recent directives of Manfla'76. 

Panorama developed 
It consisted in three interrelated staqes centered in 

the process of discernment: 
a) Personal discernment. Six entire days of personali 

zed Spiritual Exercises ... the source of our way of 
life., , " 

b) Communal discernment. (First part'of total of nine 
" workdays. ) " ", " 

Redapitulation of the process of 'developing of CLC communi 
ty, confrontation with' personal CLC experience and with the 
experience of the" first Christian commu!j.ities. Christian 
growth of the communi'j;:yand each <;>ne of its members. Expe­
rience of communal d.iscernment ,in the face of a concrete 
problem (taken froIn the First' Deliberation of :the Jesuit 
Fathers). " 

c'> Social discernment (second part of the ,workshop). 
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The Church 'sacraIl)ent of salvation, place and criteria for­

social discernment. 

Elements to discern in the face. of an actual problem of so 

ciety: case study. 

The mission of the Christian. 


Evaluation. of the part'icipants 


Central lines of the 1ived process; 

In the whole process, the convergen.ce of situations 
brought the participants to some constant attitudes: 
- a vision totally different than we had bfofore 
- an experience of presence before the Father that impells 

us to share with others ­
- the experience of fraternal love between participants. 

During the experience we noticed a process LIFE-DEATH-RE­

SURRECTION in the plan of: 

- the per~onal (personal conversion)· 

- the communal (interpersonal relationship) 

- the ecclesial. (Ignatian Spirituality, ~ary) 


- the contingent (reality-commitment) 


Maggie LOAYZA 

============ 

PENTECOST' 7.1 - EUROPE 

From 27, till 30 May the annual meeting of the chairmen 
and promoters of the European Christian Life· Communities 
took place in Vienna. There were altogether twelve European 
countries represented: Austria, Belgium, England,. France., 
Germany, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, 
Po~tugal and Spain. 

The main .question of this meeting was:the future work 
, in Europe after Manila'76; and especially'the question how 
to co-operate in anew way in Europe during the following 
years. 
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In 1969 the European-Equipe had'begunasa handful of 
people from various countries interested in helping the 
spread Of CLC in Europe. This small group soon became lar­
ger and finally there were delegates from almost every na­
tional federation in Europe . . . 

"CLC in EtlrOpe'has really grown into a family" held 
toget:her by the love and concern of its members for one 
another. And for this reason ,it was possible for the first 
time at the Pentecost meeting in Vienna to agree-and to 
decide upon, to vote and to.accept a new form of co-opera­
tion for this first yE;!ar:the new "Euro-link" : 

- A Euro-contact person in each national federation who 
will attend the annual meeting with the chairman and 
promoter, and 

- A team of three, the European Team (BT),. to see that 
work in EUrope is carried out according to the wishes 
6f the annual meeting. 

The Euro-contact person of each country should mainly pro": 
mote,Eu:t:opean unde:t:standing in his own country •.The -membe:t:s 
of the ET,who a,re elected f:t:om tQose contact persons,should 
co-o:t:dinate the work in Europe,and p:t:epa:t:e the annual meei:. 
ting with the respective host country. ' 

For this yea:t: the:t:e we:t:e elected fo:t: the ET 

- Helmuth Keibl (Austria), coo:t:dinato:t: 
- John Cliffo:t:d (England) 
- Marcel Eduard Thiriez (France). 

The result of the meeting in Vienna has been due to the sp.!. 
rit of Manila. The participants of all federat·ions have re 
cognized the necessity of mutual help and they have also 
realized' this hew and successful way of cO-,operation on our 
small continent. If we succeed in continuing our 'work in 
this Christian Spi:t:it of brotherly love and willingness,of 
mutual understanding and trust, it could be ag:t:eat chance 
for each of our national federationsand,for the whole con 
tinent. 

Helmuth KEIBL 

==.===:=.====== 
, ;. 

============ 

ITHE WORLD CLC" DAY OF, MENDOZA! 

It was the first time that the whole community of 
Mendoza was togethe:t:. As pl~ce of our meeting we had cho­
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sen the chapel of VilIa"del Parque, a workers area, as a 
sign of the style of life, ~xpressed in our theme "Poor 
with Christ for a betterservi'ce". 

Our characteristic way of life :j.s the one of a pilgrim. 
In order to make this clear, we went tb the altar, singing 
"I am a pilgrim on this earth". Through the Word and through 
the Eucharist/ the "Universality in Christ" took form. We 
felt intimately united with our brethren in Asia, Europe 
and AmS!rica.· Then we received a seri~s of news...,reports 
which helped us again to live the strenghtening universali 
ty, learning through the reading .of various i:Qterventions-;­
what was being lived in the existing communit'ies of.' the 
whole world. . 

The richness of,thi's heterogeneous community bore' its 
fruits. We shared with one another: adults and youth, 
married couples and unmarried, religious and laypeople.The 
members compared their experiences. This provided us with 
the motivating ideas for this moment of'our formation. 

Some members examined their conscience as to how they 
were living.. the CLCwayof . We ended our firsl regio­
nal meeting, 'invoking the presence of our Mother, praying' 
together .and giving thanks £·or this day, lived in 'such fra 
ternal way. 

Adriana VILAPRINO 

============ 

IFROM HERE AND THERE .•. I 
At the recent International Colloquium of Jesuit. Alumni 
held at Padua, Italy (August 21-22), Fr. General Pedro Ar­
J;'upe, adressing the assembly, underlined the necessity for 
.all to be at the service of others . This demands a new 
nerof being and of living. And thus a change in tne way 
thinking. Such thinking will certainly require a "prOfollrid 

Ignatian spirit ... · And ',for this he. recommends the Chris 
tian Life Communities where the alumni "can imbide the true 
spirit conducive to a very great supernatural force.·.. The 
CLC, Fa,ther General believes, "can give you that Ignatian 
depth and flexibility which in .our wo.rld of rapid change 
and of impoverishing and distracting superficiali.ty is so 
powerful. Through the CLC you can keep alive that spiritua 
litywhich you learned at school and provides you with a= 
postolic instruments valid fortoday's world. Thus you can 
bring to realization the apostol:ic ideal which the world 
arid the Church ask of us today." ' 
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