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"_ . '." .'. .: .r~~W::· 
Members of ,the Mi~§ioil,and Servide Corrurti;3sion. of .the World 
CLC Federation were asked: ' " How did Manflli. '76 ~ff';~ctyOU 
personallY;•.• your CLCgroup •• o'yourNa.tiona.1Federation?" 
Below area portion' of 'three of~nereplies. 
, * Within the Americ~Associatiori 'for the Advancement 
of SCience, an umbrella organisation, is a Co~~ittee on 
man Rig.hts. I am establi'shing close' wi th the staff 
.person on thisCorruni ttee:.'•. 'For exaJilple, in two weeks 
there will bea meet.ing ,20 people to consider such i t­
emsasthe professional association and its relationship 
tOgoverrtments where there is a strong indication of oP;-. 
pressioIl .and torture. Invited to this group is a repx:~se,rl..,:-., 
tative, Of Ailln.esty International and of a congressMr~l c,Q!ll 

on, human rights. I am developing a smaJl'}ir::pup 'of' 
five in my own profession who will folloW<u;i:i; ',. ' 
':-Freg.: ~ffJ~S .A.} 

econortli C ,str:u:ctu:r~i$,the, 
su:rewe"arefacedlNitJihel~~Tlii§Xfs· duetd.the'~unj,ust po-" ,',' 
'litical,and ,.l30C,ial '~tructures. We need poiitiGal'';1ibera­
tioIl.A'true and honest leadership. ,Now, what ~h(:iuld 
olirpolf tical vision? After Mariila '76, there have been a 
hUmber of Seminars at national level to find out what it 
should be. The CLCers here belong to or work in collabora­
tion with a number of political parties. That is, weare 
politically divided, but still we agree on h-a:vingone po"": 
litical .vision•••• We have thevisio~. of Christ; we must 

, carry this out and live it at any- given moment •••• So at 
present I feel our task is not to Work for any polftical 
party, but to do the hard job Of forming leaders who will 
be a challenge and a th,reat to all these unjust pressures 
and structures. 

- Wilfred PERERA (Sri Lanka) 
* We have an active UNICEF office here, in Dublin which 

would probably be useful for filf6 rnlat ion purposes. 
- There a Co~cil of the Laity here: .. Last year we were 

given a place on it and are/represented by a CLC member. 
We are trying to use this 'opporiunity to mdre advantage. 

- There is an IrishEpiscopalC6rrimission for Justi'ce and 
Peace, very active. A member of,myCLC group is a re­
source person for this Commission. 

:- Val MacLOCHLAINN sj (Ireland) 
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A LOOK BACK - AND AHEAD 

In August, after six'years .as Vice-Ecclesiastical As­
istant .of the World.CLCFederation, I will leaye Rome. and 
return to the U. S. A. It's a good time, I. think; to 100;1\: 
back at.what has. happe:ned in that tirne.Andahead. 

In my first word. to' you (PROGRESSIO. September 1971), 
I said my chief energies in my post would he direCted. to 
furthering.the SpiritualE:i:erclises of St. Ignatius.' So it 
has been. Looking bacle, ,it seems to methEj.tCLC growthiiu! 
ing the pix years -through .theeffort.s 'Of 'manY"and somEl­
times indeed in spite. of me .... can be S\XllliIied up ,thus: 
er-deepergrounding in the Spiritual • :t 
as true in threemairlways. 

'. . .. , 

Use of .theExercises and Their. Application to All of Life
• 

Here an advanc~was .made when the first 
1y in '73, the world Executive Council riladethe 
together. Before that and since., many national 
cils have done the saJn~, as did the European CLC Teain and 
many regional local leaders' and members. A giant. step 
was taken when . the 8...,day indiv:Ldually-guided 'Exerc is'es 
were made part of the international formation courses in 
'73 and '76; in the. adapted use of ,the'se courses since 
then, the Exercises too have almost always been part. And 
the PROGRESSrOSUPPLEMENT by Lefrank goes far . to assure 
that the Exercises made will be authentiC ones. 

But the Exercises are not .a parenthesis in. the year. 
Just as important is to apply' them to all of CLe life, 
arid. here exceptional. progress has been.made. The SURVEY 
now does this forwhol:eformat.ion process, the recent 
Leturia SUPPLEMENT faryouthCLCs, and INTRODUCTION TOFOli 
MATrON (translated. from the French brochure) for the first 
stage of adult groups; all. of these, especially the first, 
are landmarks inthsfield. .Strikingly effective too in 
forwarding this' integratiOri ~ere Rbl1le'73 Course I (for the 
CLC way of· a w;101e) Manila '76 Course II (for 
its mission a.spect). Setting up. t.hePermanent Cammi ttee on 
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the Dynamic of the Exercises to give inspiration and orien 
tatiQrr to all the Federation commissions was surely a de­
cisive step; and the Nemi session that probed the roots of 
the General Principles in Ignatian spirituality (see DEEP­
ENING OUR .UNDERSTANDING OF THE GENERAL PRINCIPLES) was an~ 
other. PROGRESSIO articles too continually deepen this in~ 
tegration. 

, Looking ahead, what is most need.ed now? Better forma­
tion for Exercises guides and for CLC Assistants, and an 
effort in this sense is already being planned. Finding 
ways so all(not some)CLC members can make the true Exercis 
es in some fnrm. Closer ties with the Centers of 
Spirituality that have sprouted in many countries, And 
greater atfention to "regular spiritual direction" (GP 1'1), 

, , < - ,.I - , ' 

as :::m important means to a discerned living of the Exercis 
es dynamic. 

Growth in Community: Autheritic, .Apostolic. Worldwide 

A CLC is a group of "friends in the Lord" who share 
the same vocation, Tooted .. in Ighatian spiri tuality, R~cent 
experience has shown us that this sharing can be deep only 

the communities are quite small, if they involve exchag 
ges of experience and not just of ideas, and if they are 
apostolic, dealing with all of life,' We have. experienced 

·too how. growth process of a community reflects and pal: 
allels that in the Exercises. SUPPLEMENTS on community and 
community discernment and PROGRESS 10 articles have stimul~ 
ted CLC community awareness and growth. Over the six years 
the WFCLC Executive Council has. slowly become a true com­
munity, in which members. share deeply their life and mis­
sion. Many national councils have done so too. Unquestion­
ably a leap forward-occurred when, in the Fo;rmation Cours­
es of Rome and Manila, and in the various courses stem­
ming from them, so many CLC leaders actually e.x:peri.enced 
deep community living, integrated of course with personal 
growth and mission. Because of such courses, 'the SURVEY, 
PROGRESSIO articles,and the example of national CLC teams, 
community growth is now generally recogni.zed to be an es­
sential element in the formation process. 

Growing swiftly too among World Federation leaders is 
the awareness that they 'are in fact a singl.eworldcommun­
ity. This too comes right out of the Spiritual Exercises: 
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the .call,·of the Kingdom is a universal one : must not the 
response too, then, be worldwide? This trend is not new 
(the World Federation began in 1953), but its .acceleration 
surely is. What accounts' for it? In no small part, of 
course, modern communications, the rush of world events, 
trends within the Church. But in CLC too, powerful factors 
have been at work. Ranking first here must be Augsburg '73 
and lI'Ianila'76, when CLC leaders prayed and lived and 
Worked together so.deeply and. so long. The Solidarity 
Funds that accompanied them were both evidence of, and a 
further stimulus to, that sense of~ world community. The ell 
ergetic. leadership of the last two- Executive CounCils, 
speCially their presidents and vice-presidents, and the 
Commissions they inaugurated, pl<;l.y.ed a key role too. The 
unwearying labors of the Secretariat and the lengthy con­
tinental CLC trips were also a catalyst in this trend. And 
other factors were atwork:'closer teamwork within'the na1 
ional federations, vigorous continental efforts, visits 
and exchanges by many members from many countries (includ­
ing youth leaders), PROJECTS, correspondence, tWinning••• 
The trend is not in the least toward~ uniformity: variety 
in formation programs, nationai and local initiative, rich 
cultural differences., all remain, are even accented. But 
one senses almost everywhere a single spirit. And while 
the world CLC movement· remains as yet juridically a Federa 
tion, it has in reality become a worldwide Christian Lif~ 
Community of persons who share the same vocation, living 
and working together to build the one Kingdom. 

A vital step has been taken.But, looking ahead, there 
is yet a long road to travel.lI'Iany local CLCs are still not· 
true communities, and only a sustained effort will help 
them become so. Apostolic discernment in CLCs is as yet 
quite spotty and sometimes superficial. And the sense of 
being one universal community, while real, as yet mainly 
exists only among qLCleaders. A gr~at step could (and 'I 
hope will)· be t"lken the day that every adult member,every 
assistant, every youthgroup,(supposing they can read Eng­
lish, Fren~h or Spanish) becomes a PROGRESSIO subscriber. 
lI'Iay the Lord speed, the day! 

Sharing in Hisll'Iission 

. The cali of the Kingdom is to ·sharein the life' and 
mission of Christ, 'active in his ChUrch today to h'eal the 
world. lI'Iission is what CLC is all about. Fittingly, then, 
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it been f';trongly, accented these last years. PROGRESSIO 
insistently, through articles, Supplements(de la Costa, 
quivel, , its references toecclesial dOC1,IDlent,s, 
"Taking a Stand" series, has stressed mission and service. 
Augsburg '73 and Manila '76, 'through their themes and pre!! 
ara:torymailings, hammered home the same message. The Lib­
epation Commission, especially through its survey, helped 
conscienticize CLC members'to our deficiencies in this ar­
ea. The Toulouse Liberation Study Week helped. All the in-' 
ternational CLC formation courses underlined this essen­
.tial element. De la Costa~s' contribu,tions were ,precious, 
irreplaceable. But it was Course II of Manila '76, tha·t at 
last moved us decisively forward in misSion, speCially in 
that aspect of itinvolyed in commitment to justice 
and soLi,darity with" the poor. 

A great step it was, and it be repeated on other 
-levels. Yet in this w;tlOle area, we have hardly begun. Dis­
cernment of apostolic

I 
priorities on the local, national, 

, ' 

world levels must become a normal part of GLC life~ CLCs !! 
.mong simple and Uneducated. must be- mul tiplied. 
lization, action justice(particularly in the political 
domain) ; are 'above all the work of adults. CLCamong ad­
ults and particularly among married people, must ,then dee!! 
en and expand (at the same time thl1t we deepen too our 
flourishing youth CLGs). Our present World Federation in­
volvement inO.I.C.(Conference of International Catholic 
Organizations), with the Council for the Laity, and with 
the United Nations (our consultative statuts with ECOSOC 
heed to, become more effective. And so on... 

For What Has Been, Thanks'- For What Will be. Yes. 

So much'still to. do. YetI ~ deeply grateful to the 
Lord, and to many,others, for six years filled with so 
muchCLC growth~ Grate:(ul to the whole World Federation. 
To'my'community of the Executive Council; and pres­

,'ent. To Jose Gsell, for it has been a, joy and a grace to 
share mission, and' community with a person' of, her commit­
ment, vision and competence. To Fr. Paulussen, who alway's 
"thinks young". To Justo, my very able successor. To Fath­
er Arrupe, whose love and support of CLe kno'wsno limits. 
To Ignatius of Loyola, my father in God. And to Mary, Our 
Lady of the Way. May she. continue to be with ," us at each 
s:t.ep of bur CLC way, as walk it with Christ. ' 
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III - THE ELEm'ION THE THIRD "TIME" 

REASON AND AFFECTIVITY 

Claude VIARD s.j. 

To conclude our series of art"icleson the election,' 
we take up the election acc'ording to "the third time'll.' 

st. Ignatius writes: "This is a time of tranquilli­
ty .... I said it is a time of tranquillity, that is, a 
time when 'the soul is not' agita;ted by different spirits, 
and has free and peaceful use of its natural powers" (Sp. 
EX:. 177). The word "tranquil" expresses well both the 
state of indifference proven to be present and the absence 
of any interior resonance. The person is not aware of any 
movement nor agitation present within him. So the retreat­
ant canno't'in this situati,on make use of spiritual discern 
ment as a means to judge between alternative option~ 
of the election, as he could do in the "second time". That 
means he is left to the use of"his natural poWers", 'in 
other words, of his reason, to work out his decision. 

And for the election according to the "third time" 
Ignatius has given, in his book, two ways of proceeding. 
Settled now in an attitude of indifference and openness, 
the retreatant finds himself.tranquil,and not inclined 
towards any specific option. The first way suggested to 
him is, then, that of weighing the reasons for and a­
gainst; on the basis of these, his attitude being one of 
entire -openness and indifference, he prefers one of the 
solutions as seeming to him to be the will of God. The 
second WaY of proceeding, to be described later, is stigge~ 
ted as a way for him to check whether or not this prefer­
ence comes from the Spirit of God. 

These two ways of making an election according to .the 
"third time". bring into play the exercise of the reason" 
but, as we will see, they lead to a step where the spiri­
t~al movements and feelings that characterize spiritual. 
discernmen't reveal themselves, and make it possible for 
the definitive decision to have the same sort of basis as 
we have seen in .the preceding times. 



First Way : Looking to the Reasons' For and Against. r 

We will spend' more time on this first way, since it 
relates t,o an experience that ,is very common. One proceeds 
by the "pros"and the'''cons'' ••• ohe puts forth reasons.... 
one arrives ' at adec:lsion. ,B,ut our experience in this do­
main shows us that this procedure raises several ques­
tions~.. How,be, sure one is not going 'in a circle, since 
reasons, even added up, do not constitute a decision as 
such? ,O+', how..be sure one ,is not under the illusion of 
having made a spiritual decision. when in fact one has' only 
found justification for a decision already preestab­
lished? . 

In reality, certain conditions must be met. Wit~out 
these, the procedure is riot one of spiritual disc.ernment 
but rather using the "pros" and the "cons" as if they were 
aco,oking recipe, which would be a caricature of the proc­
ess really meant. To meet theBe condi.tions, this recourse 
to the reasons for and against must be situated within the 
total process of which it is part and in which it has 
meaning, for it is only one step of the whole. Let us then 
go through the. various steps of the process, going about 
this a sodJewhat formal way so as to grasp better the 
forward movement involved. 

~.!~E_.!._':'_~!!~E:J:::=!~~~~ 

The first step is simple: clearly faCing the question 
to be considered, and for that, posing it in terms of al ­
ternatives(1). For example, "should I do this, or that?", 
or, "should I engage in this political action, or not?". 

is good to present the question that simply and brutal­
iy. And one should not include in the question any of the 
reasons, Which will come into the picture at the proper 
tim~, that is, when one has completed the preliminary 
steps,. 

~!~E_~_':'_::=_EE~::::£~~:!:!~£~' 
In the second step, one plac~s oneself in the perspe,£ 

tive of faith according t.O which one. claims to be making 
one's choice, that is, seeking the better thing to do here 

(1) 	We explained why it is important to pose the question 
in terms of alternatives in our first article. on the ~ 
lection, PROGRESSIO, March 1977, pp.22-23. 
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and now. In doing this, one ought to find oneself in an 
titude of indifference as both alternative solu­

-tions: to use our example, either to engage or not to en~ 
gage in a given political action. 

To adopt the perspective of faith is to resi tuate the 
question in the context where it has meaning because that 
is where it was born. Here one lets oneself go back to 
one's desire to live according to the Gospel in one's con­
crete existential situa~ion, in order to follow Christ • 

. One recalls clearly that it is that. one is seeking, by ex­
pressing it in prayer. Taking this objective as one's pur­
pose thereby relativizes the option to be chosen, making 
it appear for what is it, a means. At this point, one 

to be as regards this means in such a state of indif 
ference that one can .say, "to engage' in this political ac:; 
tion or not to engage in it, for me this makes no differ~ 
ence". To view things thus is to find oneself in.a posit ­
ion of equilibrium in the face of the decision,"so that I 
am not more inclined or disposed to accept the object in 

than to give it up, nor to it up than to ac­
(see Spiro Ex. 179). (2) . v 

~!~E_L.:.._~~!:!:~~9:~E!~fL!£_g£9: 
term "equilibrium" describes well the spiritual 

state one has arrived at : one waits to what will 
weigh more the end which one envisages. In this state 
of expectancy, before going on to examine the reasons for 
and , one prolongs one's prayer in order to express 
this desire to God. Having cast off anchor, one is in a p£ 
sition to say. "Lord, what do you want me to do?". This 
places one in the attitude of surrender to which 
is exactly the attitude one will need to live while examin 
ing the reasons. 

~!~E~_1_~9:_~_.:.._££!~_~~!!!~_~9:_E~~~!!~ 

Finally, and only at the fourth ;tep, one takes up 
the examination of the reasons for and " One takes 
up the question,' with its two possible and opposite alter­
natives, One considers one by one each ot· them : first for 
one and then for another, one notes both the 

(2) 	We developed the meaning of indifference in our arti ­
cle on "The Three Classes of Men", in PROGRESSIO, July 
1916, pp.5-6 
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and the disadvantages that appear in the light of the goal 
which ·one had earlier placed before oneself. To discuss 
in succession each aspect of the alternatives in terirrs of 
the reasons for ahd against is essential : this comes down 
to looking at the question all its forms and all its 
aspects, to .view it completely and in doing this to submit 
0rleself to the question. 

Let us notice that this search for the reasons for 
and against is closely linked with the earlier steps. In 
effect, is one has not taken the trouble to assure his de­
tachment and indifference with regard .to the options, one 

·rtlns a great risk, at this point in the process, either to 
remain in a state of indecision, or else to line up the 
reasons that will naturally favor the direction of a pre­
determined decision. In other words, one risks arriving at 
a justification of one's preference with the help· ·of argu­
ments that base their worth on such and such a principle 
that has not been called into question:. Which comes down 
to doipg one's own will while pretending to do the w.ill of 
God. 

After having thus made the round of the whole ques­
tlon by what one might call deliberating with oneself, one 
gives oneself to examining the result - which is the 
fifth step of the process. One gives oneself in the full 
meaning of .the word, for one submits to that which appears 
objectively from the reading of the convergences and oppos 
itions that reveaiJ- themselves with regard to the li;­
ted. In the state of spiritual equilibrium that one has a~ 
tecedently allowed oneself to adopt, one is able to "per= 
ceive" on which the reasons set forth weigh, and so 
incline us to favor. In process one should be active 
is searqhing out and elaborating the reasons and in analy­
zing the arguments, but become passive . in accepting and 
welcoming the result that is imposed when one reads them. 
This underlines again the importance of indifference. 

~~~E_~ 
Finally, the examination of the reasons for and a­

gainst involves a follow-up Which gives to it its real 
meaning. In this last step, the retrea~ant gives his as­
sent to the decision imposed on him by the weight of the 
reasons and offers this decision to God in prayer, atten­
tive meanwhile to the resonance or feelings in him that 
will result. The consent that he thus.expresses brings in­
to play affectivity, the undercurrents of his desire. 
He is thereby brought back to a discernment of what takes 
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place within him, and,which is an indication of his state 
of narmony or disharmony with the desire of God. In 

his interior states, he will measure betier the 
weight of the reasons have been revealed., peace 
or the disturbance that comes to him will confirm or call 
in question the decision that has·matured within him. The 
recourse to one's or movements comes in here as 
a kind of confirmation or verification of the'precondit­
ions with reference to which the reasons function, and 
from whose influence one is never entirely free. 

Second Way : Going Out of Oneself 

The second way of making an election according to the 
"third time" has the function, we have already said, of 
verifying whether the preference the retreatant feels for 
one of the alternatives--even though he is indifferent 
and open to both-~has its origin in the Spirit of God or 
not. And so it can also be used to check whether the decis 
ion taken according to the first way in God. 

The procedure for. this second way is set forth in the 
Exercises in four rules and a note(Spir. Ex. 184-188). 

The first rule(184)is rather a statement of the prin­
ciple according to which the process should operate. Desir 
ing to do the will of God, one should that the de= 
cision toward which one directs oneself is really rooted 
in God. The retreatant should. then ask himself what spirit 
is really at work in him in the preference he is about to 
give to solution. He should become aware of the 
spirit to which he is inclined to make this 
choice. 

To 'do this, the three rules that follow have in com­
mon that suggest to the retreatant to go out of him­
self, so as to be able to assess the reasons for his decis 
ion from a point of view that frees him from the illusions 
of his ective outlook. 

To go out of himself in this way means first of all 
to judge the matter as if it related to s.omeone cce!\Se than 
himself(185). In addition, it is to push this "distancing" 
from himself to the maximum by placing himself at the hour 
of death ,and of judgment (186 and 187). By this objectify­
ing and distancing one allows oneself to see,for example, 
certain compromises to which one might in this present and 

moment be tempted to accede. And, on the other 
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-.. ', hand' one lets ones~lf be drawn to what one essehtially 
is: ~he object of God's desir-e. In doing this, one reinfoE 
ces in.o·neself the objective' view .and the desire to corre~ 
pond to what· one is in truth. One makes oneself more c~~a-, 
ble of recognizing what, in the motivations for the decls­
ion envisaged, might be ambiguous or compromising, a pass­
ing desire ,alien to <?ur deepest .destiny, a dream, seduc~ 
tive but illusory because in contradiction with that dest~ 
ny. 

Finally, the note (188) indicates that the process 
ends as did that of the first way,by the offering to God 
of the decision taken so as to be confirmed in it or not. 
And as we .said already, this last step, by the passage to 
the domain of feeling and the spiritual discernment which 
this implies, gives sense and meaning to the entire pro­
cess. 

Conclusion : The Whole Person 

InsUrn, a r.ational evaluation, whether it be' an exam­
ination of the reasons for and against. or a weighing of 
the motives, is not enough by itself. It takes its whole 
meaning as part of a process where affectivity has its 
place. This is because any decision - and so too a spiri­
tual decision - is never just a cold calculation. The af­
fective resonance comes into play once one has dared to 
o~t for the solution that seems prevail on the rational 
level, that is to say, once 'one has taken the risk that 
freedom brings. The process described sets in motion an 
elaboration and unfolding of both reason and affectivity, 
mobilizing thereby our whole being. The use of our reason, 
which requires us to consider what is at stake in a dec is­

,ion, can save us from endless listening to what may be 
formless states of soul. The involvement of our affectivi­
ty, on the other hand, gives force to reasons that are in 
themselv'es incapable of deciding, at the same time tl}.at it 
allows us to clarify the quality of the motives that under 
lie the reasons advanced. But in the end, let us repeat: 
this process has neither meaning nor force except as it is 
based on indifference. It is indifference that creates the 
conditions essential for receiving a decision to which one 
commits oneself because one senses that it is imposed from 
within by the weight given to it by the atmosphere of 
peace, of interior harmony, that accompanies its coming •. 
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JOURNAL OF A CLe SAFARI 

Jose and Nick 

"Safari" . is hardiy the word, since' we were anything 
but tourists. Bu:t, as much of the 9-week. CLe trip we made 
spanned Africa, and as we were almost daily on the move, 
the term may not be unfitting, except that the itinerary 
included the Middle East and the Indian Ocean. 

This was our second African-Malagasy CLe trip. The 
first was in February-March '73 (Nicholas Roorda van Ey­
singa, Dutch CLe member, accompanied us for the 'last half 
of that one). But in '73 it was largely first contacts and 
meetings large and small, whereas this time the focus was 
on formation courses - 7 of them in all. The account that. 
follows shares with. our readers some of the journey's high 
lights, drawing on the daily log we kept, and ends with 
some overall observations. 

April 5-7 : Lebanon 

A warm welcome from our Lebanese leaders. But the de­
.struction from the war is horrifying, with the port a sha~ 
bles and the business blocks that still stand but empty 
shells.. An uneasy peac e reigns in the city, with many roa,g. 
blocks and checks by Arab League forces. Will Lebanon'be­
co~eagain one country,withcollaboration in equality and 
justice between Christians and Moslems? It is an enormous 
chailenge. Yet through it all, many of our groups and'mem­
bers have given and give outstanding ,Christian witness in 
the service of truth and love ••. 

A visit to the church at Universite St-Joseph, where 
a ~roup,of universityCLC members were preparing the Pi­
late scene of the. Passion for television presentation••• 
An afternoon neighborhood occaSion, result of a CLC proj­
ect: diplomas for 25 young girls(refugeesfrom their home) 
after completing a simple course in sewing and dressmaking. 
to fit them to earn their way. Truly a sign of hope after 

- 21 



all the war's devastation•.. A visit to St';'Elige, the pri!!! 
itive stone chapel and rude dwelling where the Maronite p~ 
triarchsbegan their labors many centuries ago. CLC lead­
ers are hoping to restore the ,spot~ •• Two short visits to 
youth groups, one doing fine work in catechetics and youth 
guidance, the other acting out very effectively the Pas­
sion in a church(it was Wednesday of Holy Week) •• At night, 
an exchange with 30 adult members of Beirut and the sur­
rounding area. In addition we'had good exchanges with Jo­
sef Marouf, national president, and Fr. Georges Khoury,pr.2. 
moter, with some discussion of the problems andpossibili1 
ies of a follow-up to the visit. 

April 7-8 : EgyPt 

Changes in scheduling cut the 3 days we had hoped to 
spend here to less than 1. No CLC groups here as yet. We 
took part in the Mass of the Lord's Supper, simply but 
beautifully done at the Jesuit church. Afterwards a 'frien~ 
ly supper with their community and some CLC conversation 
with one or other of them. An interesting auto tour with 
two of them through Cairo's .huge, milling Thursday-night 
throng (Friday is the Moslem day of rest), and then out­
side the city to the. three Pyramids, vast and imposing in 
their night light. At 2 o'clock in the morning, we took 
the plane for Rwanda. 

April 8-16 : Rwanda; Zaire (Bukavu) 

Rwanda is a densely-populated little country (4 mil­
lion people), picturesque though poor, in the hill country 
of central Africa •. At Kigali, the capital, we stayed. over­
night at Centre Christus, a recently-built retreat house. 
The Good Friday service, led by a White Father, was impre~ 
sive in its quiet and deliberate d.evotion•••• Next morning 
off on a tiny 5-seater plane to Cyangugu, near the Zaire' 
border. Besides rejoicing in the Lord (aided by the fine 
Easter Vigil Service at the Jesuit Novitiate), we spent 
saturday ahd Sunday getting ready our, formation course·, 
the first of the trip ••. Monday to Bukavu in Zaire, across 
the river, where we had long exchanges about CLC with Fr. 
Ferriere (whom we knew from our earlier CLC trip) at the 
college and with Fr. Jansen at Amani Retreat House ••• Mon­
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day at 17: 30 we began at Cyangugu a 3 1/2 day CLC formq­
tion course for 10 Jesuit novices, a Jesuit· priest and 2 
sisters, all African, from both Rwanda and Zaire.After.i£ 
troducing CLC and its way of life, the days were given, 
one each, .to Personal Growth, Community Growth, Mission, 
making use of cou~se of talks, personal reflection, small­
group sharing, practical exercises, besides evaluations 
and meditation points. Evening workshops too about start­
ing' a CLC, meetings, role of the assistant. The group was 
very responsive, liking the experiential approach. The 
course, plus the valuable contacts in BukaVu, give p·romise 
that CLC, till now unknown here, may begin very soon, per­
haps on both adult and stucl.ent levels •.• A 2-second earth­
quak~ tremor one night unnerved us slightly, but did no 
damage. Next morning, off to Kigali, and then to Kenya. 

April 16-18 : Kenya 

Picked up at airport by Father Fernando, young Sri 
Lankan J esui t working in Tanzania. Clearly he's quite im- . 
pressed with the co,nmunity-collaboration and non-consum~ 

erism accent of Nyerere and Tanzanian society. Next morn­
ing, after Mass, a lengthy exchange with him a·bout CLC •.. 
At Loyola House wernet Fr. Tappo, new Jesuit regional su­
perior (responsibie for 50 or so Jesuits in Kenya, Tanza­
nia, Uganda, Ethiopia, Sudan) • It was a most fruitful . :ex­
change. He was pleased to be more. fully informed on CLC, 
is persuaded of its worth, grasps what is needed to pro­
mote it in the region. There is solid hope that a·serious 
effort will be made soon to initiate something•.. Convers~ 
tions aboutCLC with several others, including 3 priests 
from Uganda ... A short visit with Fr. Oppenheim, . American 
Jesuit friend currently giving retreats' in Nairobi. Early 
to bed and up at 5:00 to catch the plane for Madagascar. 

April 18-28 : Madagascar 

Surprise! On the plane, coming down the aisle, Simone 
Ramielson,our friend of Manila '76 and before; she was r~ 
turning from a Paris meeting of UMOFC(World Association of 
Catholic Women). And at the airport to meet us, Fr .. Arsene 
and Zoe •.• We left the airport at noon and by 15;00 our 4­
day CLC formation course at T~anarive had begun. Taking 
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part: 6 leaders of ZMM, national women's Sodality; a Cen­
acle sister who helps engaged couples prepare for mar­
riage; and 10 Jesuit s~holastics, novices and priests, in­
cluding the National Assistant of EKA, the CLC youth 
groups. Here too the course covered the key elements of 
CLC living, using a variety of means so meshed as to aid 
in their assimilation. Accented too were the grounding of 
the CLC way of life in the Spiritual Exercises, as also 
its inculturation possibilities, given its stress on dis­
ponibility and. discernment "in each concrete situation of 
our daily existence"(GP 4). Participants found the course 
challenging, ands~arched too how best to put it to use in 
the different groupings represented .••• A delightful and 
useful visit with Romuald Ralaysomay, EKA leader and mem­
ber of the World CLC Youth Commission, whose work kept him 
from making the Course, and with Fr. Fulgence ••. 

Next day by car south to Fianarantsoa, enjoying as we 
went the beautiful fall weather and picturesquevallies 
and rice fields. A poor country, yes, and with many social 
and political problems, but rich in culture and natural 
beauty. We were ent~anced by the spreading poinsettia bus~ 
es, each splashing a hundred bright red blossoms to color 
the countryside; here the flower is known simply as "the 
madagascar" .•• At Fiananarantsoa, Therese (of Augsburg '73 
and Manila '76) had energetically assembled no lass than 
66 persons for a 1 1/2 day session. A motley group it was: 
severa1 young couples (professors, who'd just begun a CLC 
group), CLC youth leaders (EKA), leaders or the women's 
ZMM; some secondary school enc leaders, several Jesuits, 
a diocesan priest, several sisters. At first we despaired 
of presenting CLC to such a rainbow of persons, but the 
Spirit showed us the way. With a mixture of CLC informa­
tion and experience(including one practicaJ,. exercise), the 
session turned out to be extraordinarily fruitful. After 
dinner the second day, a group of former YCS (Young Chris­
tian Students) who had taken part stayed o;n to question 
and exchange with us for 1 1/2 hours. Clearly CLC has 
great promise in this area (which is heavily Catholic) ,g:j.y 
en the small, dynamic youth CLC, the budding couple's 
group, the interest of others at the session, and especial 
ly the presence in the area of 4 or 5 assistants (one of 
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them our good friend Fr. Jerome 
ers who know C19 and will work 
wi th Fr" Arsene' sable r'eadership CLe in Madagascar should 
move ahead solidly, even though commitments li\llit 
the time he can give to it •••• ,Next day by car to Ambo'is­
tra and, after some delay to road repairs, on to the 
capi taL Our Malagasy friends, here as at II Fianai' , sent us 
off with warm exp~essions of their friendship. Next day we 
took the plane east to Reunion Island. 

April 28-29 : ,Reunion 

A small island this(40 x 65 ~ll?meters), its half-mil 
lion people of Creole largely Catholic, French_ 
speaking and represented in the French parliament. Re­
ceiv'ed its first native bishop in '76. No C,LC groups exist 
here as yet .•• A, warm welcome by Fr. Schmerber~ J'esuit su­
perior. Next morning we and talked with him of, R€iu­
nion,its Catholic , CLC possibilities.In the afternoon 
we walked on lava thick, as yet war~ from the 
volcano's eruption before, ' with thick smoke still 
rising in the dis't!3-nce! an awes9m'e, unforgettable sight! •• 
Some conversation too CLC with others of the Jesuit 
community,though the scarcity of clergy and the consequent 
heavy demands on them ( , the prison,social action) 
ljlake it uncertain that CLC can begin soon., Surely we were 
rnost warmly received, and with time some beginnings may re 
suIt. Early next by small plru1e to Mauritius, 
ter island 250 kilometers distant. 

April 30 : Mauritius 

Mauritius to our itinerary because 
car-South Africa no longer exist. Islan'd is same 
size as Reunion" but with twice the population; people 
mainly of Indian origin, but with a mixture of 
Africans and Chinese as well. Sugar cane fields cover the 
fertile but sand beaches make it.a tourist at 
traction too •.. Independent since 1968 ••• Met 
ier,' Jesuit superior and'pastor. 
with him and others,including the bishop of the Seychelles 
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Islands, before ahd during dinner. Th'en a 1 1/2 hour 
:sion with 6 J esui t and. French Foreign Mission a­
bout CLC. Much interest and many questions, espeoially by , 
2-3 of them. One is anxious to initiate CLC,. hopes to vis­
it the World Secretariat on a coming visit to Rome ••• At 
18:00, hours, had to. rl.ll1 for our plane in a short but heavy 
downpour, then the 5-hour flight (with 2 hours ,time 
,change) across the Indian Ocean and Mozambique to Zambia. 

April 30-May5 : Zambia 

There to meet us were tall Fr. David Norris and smil­
ing Vincent Sandamuka (both of Manila '76) and our good 
friend Brother Carmine, Marianist much involved in CLC 
youth work. We prepared that night, and began next morn:""' 
ing, a 4-day formation course. First day dealt with the 
participants' expectations, panorama of CLC activity, the. 
CLC way of life.' Other days developed further ~he various 
aspects of. that way. part were 2 Jesuits (one was 
Fr. Kokal, outstanding Lusaka pastor), Brother, 4 sisters, 
2 lay teachers, 8 young adults(niainly l.ll1iversityCLC lead­
ers). As always, our focused on adult CLC, 
as this is now just in Africa; though with ref- , 
erences to youth too as • Dinner one might with 
John and Chris Sullivan, young Canadian couple both teach 
ing at Matero Secondary School, Chris already works with 
youth CLC; now being considered is a CLC moderators' com­
munity to exchange also about their' own living of CLC .•• 
A long exchange about OLe with the 1,0 Jesuit novices (from 
Tanzania, Nigeria, Rhodesia) and their director, with many 
questions and much interest .•.• The last night, songs and 
skits, all in colorful African dress, to send us off ••• A 
vibrant, dkamic cOl.ll1try, this Zambia.And,though the mag 
yother involvements of the national assistant are a limit 
ing factor, surely with much potential for.CLC growth.. , 

May 6-10: Rhodesia (Zimbabwe)' 

Arrived at night unexpectedly; 
Jesuit house, kindly'gave us rooms for •••• Next 
qay, with Fr. Mangan,energetic national assistant, and 
Pnilemon Chigamba (of Manila '76). we visited Archbishop 
Chakaipa (impressive in his warm si~plicity and 
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outlook), had dirmer with Fr~ Wardalle (Jesuit su­

perior), and saw Sister Gilbertal, O'~P. (much involved in 

CLC' promotion in the country) as well as her office and in~ 


terials ••. Then to Mary Ward House, an ideal spot for the 

4-day course, whic):l began at 16:00 o ',clock. it w.ere 

no less than '37 persons: Brother Dominic, (of Manila '76);~ 


bout 15 sisters of 5 different congregations, 

Dominicans; .8 or 9 youngmen,married and 

nurses and 'teachers'; several students , etc. A quite mat­

ure 'group, 'most" wi th considerable CLC In as­


the course afterwards, 'they especialTy appreciated 
the averal'l experience it gave of CLC and in 
particular the evaluations, ,reflection, small-group shar­

meditation points,liturgies. One result was the pro­
posal, readily accepted, to begin CLC "inoderator .communi­
ties" in the different areas,meeting both to 
deepen,CLC living themselves and tq their plans as 
moderators .•• Spent' some hours with 899 membe'rs of the 
Highfield Township Sodalities at their all-day meeting in 
'a church, with detailed on the apostolic and spir­
itual work of the 17 units. All(including the beautiful Ii 
turgical singing) in the Shona , except for brief 
,messages from Fr. Mangan and us ••• A short presentation by 
Jose ,to the Mary Ward sisters CLe .••• A brief visit to 
Chishawasha Seminary, and conversations with our good 
'friends Frs. Kapi~o and Kyne... next morning, ,off to 
the airport. The course here had been, all judged, very 

hel:Qful. Outstanding too it was the 'depth ,of exchange, 
;equality and real commun,ity between blacks (the majority) 
and whites, ' repeatedly;remarked especially by the former • 

.We left feeling that CLC is one of the elements offering 
re?-l hope for this troubled country once its political 
~tatus is definitely resolved. 

May 11-13·: Lesotho 

A, small country this' (a million people, half of them 
Catholic), hilly and cool(altitude, '5000 feet and up)', en­
tirely surrounded by South Africa. Meeting us were Fr. Ig­
'natius Selialia, O'.M.I., national aSSistant,. Sister Wini­
fred, S.C., both friends from last year, and others. At Ma 
seru, ,capital, we saw the cathedral" and Catholic center: ­
dined and talked OLC with the Archbishop .•.• Then off to 
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Roma, ..\3. center of Catholic life, and several meetings with 
school groups, pltlS one for priests (17) at the seminary. 
This last stirred :nuch ,int·erest. and brought many ques­
tions, especially from Fr. Jerome who, with other i~ 
portant task;;>, guides a newly-formed'CLC group at the Uni­
versity ••. Next day CLCmeetings at wide~y-scattered loca­
tions. Then, though it was late, about 50 CLe leaders(sis­
ters, priests, student leaders; adults) stayed on for 2 
hours fqr our long presentation aboutCLC ••.• After a late 
dinner Bishop Khoarai of Leribe (whom we. knew already from 
his visit to Rome, and who'd also been at the before-din­
ner gathering) met with the two of us and Fr. Ignatius for 
a long conversation., He understands CLC and is anxious to 
further its growth. One possibility raised: a Lesotho 
mation course, pern.aps next year •••• Next morning at 6:00, 
off to catch our plane for Johannesburg. 

May 13-30 : South Africa 

South Afric~ - our l~ngest ,one of our busiest. 
The 16-day Formation Course here (8 days of the Exercises, 
1 of relaxation,. 7 of session) took much energy and all 
our time. Of the 16 participants, 2 were priests, 6 lay 
persons (20f them married), 8'sisters (5 of them Domini­
cans) of 4 different orders. The group included black and 
white. Most were from South Africa, but 4 from Lesotho.I 

The majority were women. Acting as guiding-team for the 
tire course. were 4 of us, the 2 from Rome along with Fr. 
Johnson S.J., national assistant, and Sr. Eugene O.P.,. na1 
ional promotor ••• The Spiritual Exercises were all individ 
ually-guided, the retreatants :mature 'and serious, the at: 
mosphere of silence and 'recollection excellent •••• The 4 
team members(3 of them, 2 and a laywoman, acted as 
guides) met together nightly to share about their overall 
approach(without reference, of course, to individuals) and 
aspects of their role, preparing too next' day's liturgy 
and .ending wi th an informal prayer by each. Th.ey found 
this most helpful. •• Of the retreatants, 3 had.never made 
the before;but even those who had felt that they 
gained much from this type of individually.- guided Exer­
cises retreat. 

The second we,ek, an introductory day on the CLC 
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way of life as a whole, allotted 2 each to personal 
growth, community , and mission and service. Of the 
2 days given to each element, the first day focused on 
one's personal of it, the second more on transmit­
ting it to others(espec'iallyin the initial phase of 
tion). The session drew' heavily on Course I(Rome and 
a), but with extensive adaptation, a wide variety of 
means. The group exercises on "meditation on an event" and 
"preparing for action" in a situation were found 
to be both and challenging .•• The irriportance of a~ 
sistants the CLC way of life they were trying to 

and the value of membership in a CLC 
them do so. Teamwork too was 

and in fact, one of .the great values of the course was 
felt to be its role in-helping to a national 
fort in both the countries ..•• Of course there was a "fun 
nig:rt" too, besides our c of the 21 st 
of Hilary, one of the participants .•. All felt the course 
to be a landmark in CLC for both South Africa and Lesotho. 

One Sr. Eugene took us to an open-air Mass and 
sharing with 38 CLC youth,15-17 years old,leaders of their 
groups, who were on a weekned together. With the 
smoke of the night fire in our eyes we prayed and sang and 
shared of different races but deeply one in 
Christ ... A look,our last ,at Johannesburg's beautiful 
Musical Fountain. Next day, at 17:15, off by for 
Kinshasa. 

May 30-June 5 : Zaire (Kinshasa) 

- Arrived at night in the sprawling, hot and·l').umid cap­
ital of this vast country. awaiting us was Fr. Gal. 
opin, our "angel" during our managing to obtain too 
a future visa we still lacked•.. Our host for the stay, as 
-he.was in '73:·Fr. Turine, at the Kimwenza retreat house. 
Session he arranged was 3 ,from 1.7: 00-21 : 15, supper 
included. The main aspects of CLC life and were all 
touched on, though of it was more an information 
session than an experience; and yet, quite fruitful. A tot 
al of 27 took part-..;Jesui ts, -sisters (of 2 congregatioris of 

inspiration}, laity, 1 or 2 other priests ••. A 
after lunch one day with 8 of the Jesuit 
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sCllOlastics;- $):lOrter ones, over meals,: at BobotoCollege,-­
with the. Sisters of St. Andrew, at the parish ..• The visit. 
was'rnostworthwhile; largely because a good 
established 4. yea:rsbefore. knvmber of those.atthe Course 
would like to begin something-,and to work together. with 
that aim. Viewed in the ensemble, Zaire - here at Kinshasa 

.and in theei:l,st at Bukavu":' shows much promise and merits 
our prayers. On June 5, off to Cameroun. 

June 5~7' : Cameroun 

Our stop at Douala was a first contact, and we stayed _ . 
at College Libermailll, Jesuit school. Various conversations 
with a half-dozen of the COIllJlltL'1ity aboutCLG••. A visit to 
the studimt hostels and center of Fr. Bonnet; they live to 

. gether in groups of 87'"10, . and one senses a fine spirita~ 
.]1long them,Animpressivework. They receive PROGRESSro at 
the center, and one was reading_ a CLC publication when we 
walked iIl1Ccniid something develop? Time will tell ~ • • • At 

.St.CharlesLwanga parish, a good conversation with Fr.Du 
rand-Viel, already 'acquainted with CLC .. Exchanges with Fr-:­

'Chenu, of Upper Volta, hereon a visit. He has alreaily made 
CLCefforts ,and hopes to renew them at Ougadougou. At .10: 
00, by plane west to Nigeria. 

June 7...9 : Nigeria 

Our first visit here too. Lagos, the capital, is unbe 
lievable a bustling ci ty.,construction going on every­
where, and surely the wO.rld' s worst traffic." And everyone 
is selling something...- Met by Fr. WicKehna, Jesui t region­
al'superior. He was most hospitable, made every effort too 
to bebomewell-.info·rmed on CLe: he will surely further it 
when pOSSible, though his work, and the scattered locat­
ionsaf the Jesuits in Nigerls, Umit what might be' dOrie. 
Talked too a bit with Adem, scholastic stUdying at tlie U-' 
niversi tyofLago but completing his thesis was at the 
moment his one concern . ..• A good exchange one night with 
a. group assembled by Fr. Schuyler, uniyersi ty chaplain', 
including 2 and a dynamic diocesan priest; was 
their contact with CLe, which they judged could be 
attractive to -Nige:rians~ ..•. Iri the afternoon, a vi·si t- to 
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the Nigerian Museum, glvlng us some feel of the cultural 
heritage of this region. And a drive along the port, a be! 
hive of activity, "with 60 ocean liners stretched out in 
the lagoon 'waiting to unload. Would CLC in time make a be­
ginning in this great country of perhap's 80 million (twice 
the populati'on of any other African nation) energetic peo­
ple, its development fueled too by its oil wealth, and 
with a flourishing Catholic life? The future was in God's 
hands, but the 'seed had been planted •••• At 11:00; our 
plane took off and, after an hour's stop at Kano in nor­
thern Nigeria, put down at Rome ,at 19:00 olclock where, 
tired but happy weld been able to share our CLC vocation 
with others .in many countries and ~any ways, we found Fr. 
Paulussen's friendly face awaiting us.' Journey's end. 

SOME OBSERVATIONS 

Africa: One sees much land In Africa : only a few coun­
tries are thickly 'populated. Much poverty too, 

but it is largely rural poverty, even if the cities keep
\' ',­

·expanding.•. The warmth of the people, their sense of com­
muhity, their love for bright 'colors, their laughter - one 
finds it everywhere •.• ;. Cbfnmunications are often quite a 
problem, one not made easier by the many languages .••• The 
s'trong trend to indigenization.- Africartization - contin­
ues in society, in government " in Church. It would seem 
that political unrest is growing, alid Marxist influence 
too many countries', . fueled by racial and economic ine­
qualities, and often by selfish influence of the great PO!! 
ers .•. Children and youth are Africals great riches: often 
half the popUlation is under 20 years •••• The Church grows 
swiftly in numbers, but with few religious vocations' as 
yet; so the, laity are increasing responsibility..... 
On trip,' as before, we were struck by the 'truly im­
mense good, human and Christian, achieved hy the mission-

And today most assist the Africanization process. 

Indian Ocean: Most of that said above applies here too.' 
But Madagascar, Mauritius and Reunion are 

nbt really African, but of ethnically different origins, 
each 'very different too from the others, with their .oWn 



strengths and problems. In different degrees all are in 
ferment, and their future is not easy to predict. 

Middle East: Our • hEire waf'!. much too short; y€';t it r!;. 
quires special mention. 'For the Middle East 

is largely Arab, its keen Arabic consciousness accelerat­
ed by ~he new oil wealth. And the Middle East is largely 
Moslem too, even i.f there are importa."lt Christian group­
ings in Lebanon a."ld in Egypt ( tne Copts) and the Jews in 
rael. •.. And the stil'l-unsett'led Arab-Israe,li confli 
with the Palestinian situation as part of it, dominates ev 
ery'other concern, however serious. 

CLC : The Trip and the Future 

To sum,narize our 9-week trip ••. It included 7 format­
ion courses in 6 different countrie?, most of 3-4 days and 
one of 16 days: in Rwanda, Madagascar, Zambia,' Rhodesia, 
South Africa, Zaire. In 2 other countries, Lebano,n and Le­

sotho, ther~ were a'variety of meetings with existing CLC 
groups. And in 6 other nations - Egypt, Kenya, Reunion, 
Mauritius, Cameroun and Nigeria, there were first contacts 
'of different sorts directed towards CLC; all were useful 
and 2-3 give real proJlise thatCLC will begin before lpng. 

The future much promise, 'provided tlie needs 
are faced and met. Where CLes now, e,xist, what they achieve 
in Christian formation.and apostolic activity is consider­
able, r,eflects a deep sense of .the .Church, generally exhil? 
its an effective social emphasis. The stress on youth CLGs 
how needs to be paralleled by a corresponding st:ress on 
the, initiat:i,on of more aduli; groups, and there is every i.E: 
dica,tion ,this yvill take place., A real limi tati9n is the 
small number of full-time, well-formed CLe personnel, "few 
of the countries having Cj-nyone full-tim~ in the work; su:r,tl 

ways must be. found ·to solve this problem if C10 is~o 

prosper. Fin!3.11y, aLC leaders in these counthes neeq. 
and much desire the continuing support and collabor~tion 
of the World CLC Fec.leration,in the. form of formation ma­
terials, help. with, courses, Progressio subscriptions, etc~ 
The great interestsl;lOwnby CLCs everywhere in our Afriqa 
t:r:ip makes uS,sure tnat their hope::; will be answered. ,Is­
n't that wha:t it means to be part of some worldwide Chris­
tian Life Community? 
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