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MANILA '76 THE EQLLOW—UP

Members of” the MlSSlon and Serv1ce Commlselon of ¢ ,
CLC Federatlon were aeked :"How dld Manila '76 af, ect you
personally... your CIC group... your Natlonal Federation?"
Below are & portion’ of ‘three -of fh
*  Within the American Aesoc1at10n; for the Advancement
B ’of Science, an umbrellea organleatlon is a Commlttee on Hu
©man nghts. I am establlshlng close tles with the staff
. person on “thig Committee.::. ' For example, in two weeks
',there will be @ meebing ofi 20 people ‘to consider such it-
. ems-as the professional 333001at10n and its relationship ..
B "to governments where there is a strong indication of op~
S pre581on and torture. Invited to this group is a repreee‘i
- tative. of Amnesty International and of a congresez 1 cor
'i{mlttee on‘human rlghte. I am developing a emall up.

We need poll 1ca, er -
A trae and,honest leadership. -Now, what s oulaebef\m."
_;Vipolltlcal vision? After Manila '76, there have been a
~number of Seminars at national level to find out what it
should be. The CLCers here belong to or work in collabora-
tion with a number of political parties. That is, we are
politically divided, but still we agree on having one po-
litical vision.... We have the vision of Christ; we must.
_carry this out and live it at any~ given moment.,.. So at
present I feel our task is not to work for any political
party, but -to do the hard:job of forming leaders who will
be a challenge and a threat  to all these unjust pressures
and structures. '

'~ Wilfred PERERA (Sri Lanka)
* We have an active UNICEF office here in Dublin which
would probably be useful for 1nformat10n purposes. ‘
- There is. a Counc1l of the Lalty here...Last year we were

glven a place on it and are represented by a CLC member.
We are trylng to use this opportunlty to more advantage,
- There is an Irish Episcopal Comm1381on for Justice and
Peace, very active. A member of my ‘CILC group is a re~
source person-for,this Commission.
- = Val MacLOCHLAINN sj (Ireland)




. A TOOK BACK — AND AHEAD -

‘IntAugust, after six‘years]as VioeéEcciesiasticaltAe— o

istant of the World .CLC Federation, I will leave ‘Rome. and . -

return to the U.8.A.  It's a good tlme,' I think;. %o look. ;
back at what has, happened in- that time. And ahead.,' ‘

In my flrst word o you (PROGRESSIO. September 19?1)’,

T said my chlef energlesA in my. post would be directed . to - .~

. furthering .the Splrltual Exerclses of- 8t. Ignatius.. So it

‘has beén. Looklng back it ‘seems to me that CIC growth dur'it

-ing the six years through the” efforts of many, ‘and ‘some-
times indeed in splte of me < can be summed up’ ‘thus: an’ ev B
er-deeper grounding 1n the Splrltual Exer01ses. I see thls#
as - true in three maln ways. ‘ -

Use of the Exerolses and Thelr Appllcatlon to All of Llfe

Here an advance was made when for the first tlme, eark,
1y in '73,. the world Exeoutlve Coun01l made the Exerclseng
together. Before that and 51nce, . many’ natlonal CIC ‘coutim

pils have done the same, as did the European CI1C Team' and |’

many regional and. local leaders and Mmembers. A glant step .
was taken when the 8-day 1nd1v1dually—gu1ded Exerc1sesf,
were made part of the- 1nternatlonal formatlon courses in
*73 and '763; in the adapted tse of these courses slnce
then, . the Exercises too have dlmost always been part. -And
the PROGRESSIO SUPPLEMENT by  Lefrank goes far to assure,

that the . Exerclses made w1ll -be’ the authentlc ones. - -

‘But the Exer01ses are not & parenthesis Aln the year.‘

. Just as 1mportant is. to apply them - to all of . CLC life, . k

and. here exceptlonal progress -has been made. The SURVEY -
" now does this for the whole formatloneprocess,, the recent -
. Leturia SUPPLEMENT for youth CLCs, and INTRODUCTION T0 FOR
MATION (transla’ced from the French - brochure) for the first
stage of adult group5°‘all of these,. espec1ally the first,
are landmarks in- this fleld.ﬂ Strlklngly effectlve too in
forwardlng this’ 1ntegrat10n were Rome'73 Course I {for the
CLC way of life &s a whole) and Manila '76 Course IT ‘(for
Cits mission aSpect) Settlng up ‘the Permanent Committee on .
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the Dynamic of the Exercises to gilve inspiration and orien
’tatiqh to all the Federation commissions was surely a de-
cisive step; and the Nemi session that probed the roots of
the General Principles in Ignatian spirituality (see DEEP-
ENING OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE GENERAL PRINCIPLES) was an-
other. PRGGRESSIO articles too contlnually deepen this in=
" tegration. . ‘

Looking ahead, what is mos¥ needed now? Better forma—
tion for Exercises guides and for CILC Assistants, and an
effort in this sense is already being planned. Finding
ways so all(not some)CIC members can make the true Exercis
es in some form. Closer ties with the Centers of Ignatlan
Splrltuallty that have' sprouted in many countries. And
greater attention to "regular spiritual leGPthH"(GP 11),
as an important means to a dlscerned llVlng of the EYGTOIS
es dynamlc.

Growth in Community Authentlc, ApOStollc, Worldw1de

A CLC is a group of “friends in the Lord" who share
the same vocation, rooted .in Ignhatian spirituality. Recent
experience has shown us that this sharing can be deep oniy‘

“if the communities are quite small, if they involve‘exchan
ges of experience and not just of ideas, and if they are
apostolic, - dealing with ‘211 of 1life.  We have. experlenced
%00 how the growith process of a community. reflects and par
allels. that in the Exer01ses. SUPPLEMENTS on communlty and
community discernment and PROGRESSIOC articles have stimula
ted CLC community awareness and growth. Over the six years
the WFCLC Executive Council has glowly become a true com-—
munity, in which members share deeply their life and mis-
sion. Many national councils have done so too. Unquestion—
ably a leap forward-occurred when, in the Pormation Cours-—
" es of Rome and Manila, and in the various. courses stem=—
ming from them, so many CLC leaders actually experienced
deep community living, integrated of course with personal
growth and mission. Because of such courses, the SURVEY,
PROGRESSIO articles,and the example of national CIC teams,
community growth is now generally recognized to be an es-
sential element in the formation process.

Growing swiftly too among World, Federatlon leaders is
the awareness that they are in fact a gingle world commun—
ity. This too comes right out of the Spiritual Exerclses :
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the call.of the Kingdom is a universal one : must not the
response too, then, be worldwide? This trend is fiot new
{the World Federation began in 1953), but its .acceleration
surely is., What accounts ~for it? In no small part, of
course, modern communications, the rush of world events,
trends within the Church. But in CLC too, powerful factors
have been at work. Ranking first here must be Augsburg '73
and Manila *76, when CLC leaders prayed and lived and
worked together so.deeply .and so long. The Solidarity
Funds that accompanied them were both evidence of, and a
further stimulus to, that sense of world community. The en
ergetic. leadership of the last two- Executive Councils,

specially their presidents and vice-presidents, and the
Commissions they inaugurated, played a key role too. The

- unwearying labors of the Secretariat and the lehgthy con-
tinental CLC trips were also a catalyst in this trend. And
other factors were at work: closer teamwork within the nat
ional federations, vigorous continental efforts, visits
and exchanges by many members from many countries (includ-
ing youth leaders), PROJECTS, correspondence, twinning...

"The trend is not in the least towards uniformity : variety
in'formation programs, national and lotal initiative, rich
cultural differences, all remain, are even &ccented. But
one senses almost everywhere a single spirit. And while:
‘the world CLC movement. remains as yet juridically a Federa
“tion, it has in reality become a worldwide Christian Life
Community of persons who share the same vocation, living
and working together to build the one Kingdom.

" A vital step has been taken.But, looking ahead, there

is yet a long road to travel.Many local CICs are still not .

true communities, and only a sustained effort will help
them become so. Apostolic discernment in CICs is as yet
quite spotty and sometimes superficial. And the sense of
being one universal community, while real, as yet mainly
exists only among CLC leaders. A great step could (and ‘I
hope will) be taken the day that every adult member, every
assistant, every youth.group. (supposing they can read Eng-
lish, Frenoh or Spanish) becomes a PROGRESSIO subscrlber.
May the Lord speed the day!

Sharing in His Mission

. e call ¢f the Kingdom is “to ‘share in the 1ife " ‘and
mission of Christ, -active in his Church today to heal the
‘world, Mission is what . CIC is all about Flttlngly,. then,
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it has been strongly decented these last years. PROGRESSIO
insistently, through articles, Supplements(de la Costa, Es
quivel, Stinn), its references to ecclesial documents, its
"Taking a Stand" series, has stressed.mission and service.
Augsburg '73 and Manila.'76, through their themes and prep
aratory mailings, hammered home the same message. The Lib-
ération Commission, especially through its survey, helped
conscienticize CLC members®to our deficiencies in this ar-
“ea. The Toulouse Liberation Study Week helped. A1l the in-
ternational CIC formation courses underlined +this essen-
bial element. De la Costa's contributions were -precious,
Jirreplaceable. But it was Course II.of Manila '76. that at
last moved us decisively forward in mission, specially in
that key aspect of it involved . in commitment +to justice
and solldarlty with the pOOT. '

) A great step 1t was, ‘and it will be repeatea on other
“levels. Yet in this whole area, we have hardly begun. Dis-
cernment of a§ostollc priorities on the local, national,

. world 1evels must become a normal part of GLC life. CICs a
mong “the gimple and uneducated must be multiplied. Evange-
fllzatlon, action for gustlce(partlcularly in the political
domain), are above all the work of adults. CIC among ad-
ults and particularly among married people, must then deep
en and expand (at the same time that we deepen oo our
flourishing youth CLCs). Our present World PFederation in-
volvement in 0.I.C. (Conference of International Catholic
Organizations),; with the Council for the Laity, and with
the United Nations (our consultative statuts with ECOS0C

need to become nore effectlve. And so on...

For What Has Been, Thanks; For What Will be,‘Yes.

So much' gtill to do. Yet I am deeply grateful to the
Lord, and to many others, for six years filled with so
much. CLC growth. Grateful to the whole World Federation.
‘To-my .community of the Executive Council; past and pres-
~ent. To José Gsell, for it has been a-joy and a grace o
ghare mission - and community with a person of. her commit-
ment, vision and competence. To Fr. Paulussen, who always
"thinks young". To Justo, my very able successor. To Path—
er Arrupe, whose love and support.of CLC knows no limits.
TQ‘Ignay;us of ILoyola, my father in God. .And to Mary, Our
Lady of the Way. May she continue to be with  us at each
step of our CLC way, as walk it .with Christ. :
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1 - . THE ELECTION : THE ‘IHIRD"'TDIIE"
REASON AND AFFECTIVITY

Claunde VIARD s.j].

To conclude our series of articles on the election,:
we take up the electlon according to “the third time™,

St. Ignatlus wrltes : "This is a time of tranqullll-
ty.... I said it is a time of tranquillity, that is, a
time when the soul is not agltated by different spirits,
and has free and peaceful use of its natural powers" (Sp..
Ex. 177). The word "tranquil" expresses well both the
state of indifference proven to be present and the absence
of any interior resonance., The person is not aware of any
movement nor agitation present within him. S0 the retreat-
ant cannot in this situation make use of spiritual discern
ment as a means to judge between the alternative options
of the election, as he could do in the "second time". That
means he is left to the use of - “his natural powers“ in
other words, of his reason, to work out hlS decision.

And  for the electlon according to the "third time"
Ignatius has given, in his book, two ways of proceeding.
Settled now in an attitude of indifference and openness,
the retreatant finds himself tranguil, and not inclined
towards any gpecific option. The first way suggested to
" him is, then, that of weighing the reasons for and a-
gainst; on the basis of these, his attitude being one of
entire -opehness and indifference, he prefers one of the
solutions as seeming to him to be the will of God. The
second way of proceeding, to be described ldater, is sugges
ted as a way for him to check whether or not this prefer—
ence comes from the Spirit of God, :

These two ways of making an election according to the
"third time". bring into play the exercise of the reason,.
but, as we will see, they lead to a step where the spiri-
tual movements and feelings. that characterize spiritual.
discernment reveal themselves, and make it possible for
the definitive decision to have the same sort of basig as
we have seen in the preceding times.
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First Way : Looking to the Reasons. For and Against - 7

We will spend " more time on this first way, since it
relates to an experlence that 1s very common. One proceeds
one arrives at a decision. -But our experience in this do-
main: shows us that this procedure raises several gques-
tions... How.be sure one is not going in a circle, since
reasons, even added up, do not constitute a decision as
such? Or, how be sure one .is not under the illusion of
having made a splrltual decision when in fact one has only
found justification for a d60131on already ‘preestab-
llshed9 . .

, In reallty, certain conditions mast be met. Without
these, the procedure is not one of Splrltual dlscernment
- but rather using the "pros" and the "cong" as if they were
a cooking recipe, whlch would be a carlcature of the proc-
. ess really meant. To meet these conditions, thls recourse
to the reasons for and agalnst must be situated wzthln the
total process of which it is part and in which it has

meaning, for it is only one step of the whole, Let us then
go through the various steps of the process, golng about
this in a somewhat Tformal way so as to grasp better the
Fforward movement involved.

Step 1 = alternatlvés,

‘The first step is simple: clearly facing the question
to be considered, and for that, posing it in terms of al-
ternatives(1). For example,'“should I do this, or that?!,
or, "should T engage in -this politicsl action, or not?";
It,is good to present the question that simply and brutal-
ly. And one should not include in the question any of the
reasons, which will come into the pieture at the proper
time, that 1is, when~one has completed the"preliminary
steps. ' IR - ' ‘ ‘

Step 2t a pre-condltlon

- In the second step, one places oneself in the perspeg
~tive .of faith according %to which one claims to be making
one's choice, thatvis.vseeking the better th;ng to do here

(1) We explained why 1t is 1mportant to pose the questlon
in terms of alternatives in our first artlcle on the ¢
lection, PROGRESSIO, March 1977, pp..22-23.




and now, In doing this, one ought to find oneself in an at
titude of indifference as regards both alternative solu~-
~tiohis: to use our example, either to engage or not to en~
gage in a given political action.

To adopt the perspective of faith is to resituate the
gquestion in the context where it has meaning because that
is where it was born. Here one lets oneself go back to
one's desire to live according to the Gospel in one's con-
crete existential situation, in order %o follow Christ.

‘One recalls clearly that it is that one is seeking, by ex-
presging it in prayer. Taking this objective as one's pur-’
pose thereby relativizes the option to be chosen, making
it appear for what is it, a means. At this point, one
ought to be as regards this means in such a state of indif
ference that one can say, "to engage in this political ac—

. %ion or not to engage in it, for me this makes no differ~
ence", To view things thus is to find oneself in.a posit-
ion of equilibrium in the face of the decision, "so that I
am not more inclined or disposed to accept the object in

cept it" (see Spir. Ex. 179). (2)

Step 3 : surrendering to God

The term "equilibrium"” describes well +the spiritual
state one has arrived at : one waits to feel what will
weigh more for the end which one envisages. In this state
of expectancy, before going on to examine the reasons for
and against, one prolongs one's prayer in order to express
this desire to God. Having cast off anchor, one is in a po
sition to say. "Lord, what do you want me to do?". This
places one in the attitude of surrender to Ancther, which
is exactly the attitude one will need to llve while examin
ing the reasons, '

Steps 4 and 5 : both active and passive

Finally, and only at the fourth étep, one takes up
the examination of the reasons for and against. One takes
up the question, with its two possible and opposite alter-
natives. One considers one by one each ot them : first for
one and then for another, one notes both +the advantages

(2) We developed the meaning of indifference in our arti-
cle on "The Three Classes of Men", in PRQGRESSIO, July

1976, pp.5~6

questlon than to give it up, nor to give it up than to ac-



and the disadvantages that appear in the light of the goal
which ‘one had earlier placed before oneself. To discuss
ini succession each aspect of the alternatives in terins of
the reasons for and against is essential : this comes down
to looking at the question under all its forms and all its
agpects, to view it completely and in doing this to submit
oneself to the gquestion.

Let us notice that this search for the reasons for
and against ig ¢losely linked with the earlier steps. In
effect, is one has not taken the trouble to assure his de-
- tachment and indifference with regard to the options, one
‘runs a great risk, at this point in the process, either to
remain in a state of indecision, or else to line up the
reasons that will naturally favor the direction of a pre-
determined decision. In other words, one risks arriving at
"a justification of one's preference with the help of argu-
ments that base their worth on such and such a principle
:that has not been called into question, Which comes down

to doing one's own. w1ll while pretending to do the will of
God. :

After having thus made the round of the whole ques-—
tion by what one might call deliberating with oneself, one
gives oneself to examining the result - which is the
fifth step of the process. One gives oneself in the full
meaning of -the word, for one submits to that which appears
objectively from the reading of the convergences and oppos
itions that reveal themselves with regard to the items lig
ted. In. the state of spiritual egquilibrium that one has an
tecedently allowed oneself to adopt, one is able to "per—
ceive" on which side the reasons set forth weigh, and so
ineline us to favor. In this process one should be active
is searching out and elaboratlng the reasons and 1n.g£;i§:
zing the arguments, but become passive in accepting and
_welcoming the result that is imposed when one reads them.
This underlines again the importance of indifference.

Finally, the examination of the reasons for and a-
gainst involves a follow-up which gives to it its real
meaning. In this last step, the retreatant gives his as-
sent to the decision imposed on him by the weight of the
reasons and offers this decision to God in prayer, atiten~
tive meanwhile to the resonance .or feelings in him that
will result. The consent that he thus expresses brings in-
to play his affectivity, the undercurrents of his desire.
He is thereby brought back to a discernment of what takes
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place within him, and which is an indication of his state
of Harmony or dlsharmony with the desire of God. In exam-—
ining his interior states, he will measure better the true
weight of the reasons .that have been revealed,. The peace
or the disturbance that comes to him will confirm or call
in guestion the decision that has-matured within him.  The
recourse to one's feelings or movements comes in here as
a kind of confirmation or verification of the precondit-
ions with reference to which the reasons function, and
from whose influence one is never entirely free.

Second Way : Going Out of Onesgelf

The gecond way of making an election according to the
'"thlrd time" has the function, we have already said, of
verifying whether the preference the retreatant feels for
one of the alternatives—-even though he is indifferent
and open to both--has its origin in the Spirit of God or
not. And so it can also be used to check whether the decis’
ion taken according to the first way originates in God. -

The procedure for this second way is set forth in the
Exercises in four rules and a note{Spir. Ex. 184-188).

The first rule(184)is ratheér a statement of the prin-
ciple according to which the process should operate. Desir
ing to do the will of God, one should verify that the de~
cision toward which one directs oneself is really rooted
in God. The retreatant should then ask himself what spirit
is really at work in him in the preference he is about o
give %o a given solution. He should become aware of the
spirit accordlng to which he ig inclined +to make  this
choice.

Tq'do this, the three rules that follow have in com-
mon that they suggest to the retreatant +to go out of him-

" gelf, so as to be able to assess the reasons for his decisg

ion from 'z point of view that frees hlm from the illusions
of his subjective outlook.

To go out of himself in this way means first of all
to judge the matter as if it related to someone “8fSe than
himself(185). In addition, it is to push this “"distancing®
from himself to the maximum by placing himself at the hour
of death and of judgment (186 and 187). By this objectify-
ing and distancing one allows oneself- to see, for example,
certain compromises to which one might in this present and
passing moment be tempted to accede. And, on the other
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"' nand, one lets oneself be drawn to what one essentially.
" i{s: the object of God's desire, In doing this, one reinfor
ces in oneself the objective view .and the desire to corres
' pond to what-one ig in truth. One makes oneself more cqpa—‘
ble of recognizing what, in the motivations for the decis-—
ion envisaged, might be- ambiguous or compromising, a. pass-—
ing desire alien to our deepest destiny, a dream, seducf-
tive but illusory because in contradiction with that desti
ny. . _

' Finally, the note (188) indicates that the process
ends as did that of the first way, by the offering to God
of. the decision taken so as to be confirmed in it or not.
And as we said already, this last step, by the passage to
the domain of feeling and the spiritual discernment which
this implies, gives sense and meaning to the entire pro-
cess. : :

Conclusion : The Whole Person

In sum, a rational evaluation, whether it be an exam-
ination  of the reasons for and against. or a weighing of
the motives, 1is not enough by itself. It takes its whole
meaning as part of a process where affectivity has its
place. This is because any decision — and so too a spiri-
tual decision — is never just a cold calculation. The af-
fective resonance comes into play once one has dared. to
opt for the solution that seems prevail - on the rational
level, that is to say, once one has taken the risk that
freedom brings. . The process described sets  in motion an
elaboration and unfolding ‘- of both reason and affectivity,
mobilizing thereby our whole being. The use of our reason,
which requires us to consider what is at stake in a decis-
ion, can save us from endless listening to what may be
formless states of soul. The involvement of our affectivi-
ty, on the other hand, gives force to reasons that are in
themselves incapable of deciding, at the same time' that it
allows us to clarify the quality of the motives that under
lie the. reasons advanced. But in the end, 1let us repeat,.
this process las neither meaning nor force except as it is
based on indifference. It is indifference that creates the
conditions essential for receiving a decision to which one
commits oneself because one senses that it is imposed from
within by the weight given +to it by the atmosphere of
peace, of interior harmony, that accompanies its coming.

N
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JOURNAL OF A CIC SAFARIL
Jose and Nick

tSafari? ' is hardly the word, since we were anything
but tourists. Bug, as much of the 9-week, CLC trip we made
spanned Africa, and as wé were almost daily on the move,
the term may not be unfitting, except that the itinerary
included the Middle East and the Indian Ocean.

This was our second African-Malagasy CLC trip. The
first was in February-March '73 (Nicholas Roorda van Ey-
singa, Dutch CIC member, accompanied us for the last half
of that one). But in '73 it was largely first contacts and
meetings large and small, whereas this time the focus was
on formation courses — 7 of them in all., The account that
follows shares with our readers some of the journey's high
lights, drawing on the daily log we kept and ends with
some overall observatlons. ' :

Aprll 5-7 ¢ Lebanon

& warm welcome from our Lebanese leaders. But the dew-

struction from the war is horrifying, with the port a sham

bles and the business blocks that still stand but empty .
shells. An uneasy peace reigns in the city, with many roagd
blocks and checks by Arab League forces. Will Lebancn be-
come again one country, with collaboration in equality and
justice between Christians and Moslems? ~ It is an enormous
challenge. Yet through it all, many of our groups and mem-
bers have given and give outstanding Christian witness ' in
the service of truth and love... '

A visit to the church at Université St—Joseph, where
a group-of university CIC members were preparing the Pi-
late scene of the. Pasgion for television presentation...
An afternoon nelghborhood occasion, result of a CLC proj- -
ect: diplomas for 25 young girls(refugees from their home)
after completing a .simple course in sewing and. dvessmaklng,
to fit them to earn their way. Truly a sign of hope after
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all the war's devastation... A visit to St-Elige, the prim
itive stone chapel and rude dwelling where the Maronite pa
triarchs”began‘their labors many centuries ago, CIC lead-
ers are hoping to restore the spot... Two short visits to
youth groups, one doing fine work in catechetics and youth
guidance, - the other acting out very effectively +the Pas-
sion in a church(it was Wednesday of Holy Week)..At night,
an exchange with 30 adult members of Beirut and the sur-

" rounding area.. In addition we had good exchanges with Jo—
sef Marouf, national president, and Fr. Georges Khoury,pro

' moter, with some discussion of the problems and possibilit
iles of a follow~up to the visit.

April 7-8 : Eeypt

Changes in scheduling cut the 3 days we had hoped to
spend here to less than 1. No CLC groups here as yet. We
took part in the Mass of the Lord's Supper, simply but
beautifully done at the Jesuit church. Afterwards a friend
ly supper with théirvcommunity and some CLC conversation
with one or other of them. A4n interesting auto tour with
two of them through Cairo's huge, milling Thursday-night
throng (Friday is the Moslem day of rest), and then out-
side the city to the three Pyramids, vast and imposing in
their night light., At 2 o clock in the morning, we took
the plane for Rwanda. ’

April 8-16 : I&tv\randa1 Zaire (Bukavu)

Rwanda is a densely-populated 11ttle country (4 mil-
lion people), picturesque though peor, in the hill country
of central Africa. At Kigali, the capital, we stayed over-

. night at Centre Christus, a recently-built retreat house.
The Good Friday service, led by a White Father, was impres
sive in its quiet and deliberate devotion.... Next morning
of £ on a tiny 5-seater plane to Cyangugu, near the Zaire’
border. Besides rejoicing in the Lord (aided by the fine
Easter Vigil Service at the Jesuit Novitiate), we spent
Saturday and Sunday getting ready our formation course,
the first of the trip... Monday to Bukavu in Zaire, across
the river, where we had long exchanges about CLC with Fr.
Ferriere {(whom we knew from our earlier CLC trip) at the
college and with Fr. Jansen at Ameni Retreat House... Mon-
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day at 17:30 we began at Cyangugu a 3 1/2 day CIC forma-
tion course for 10 Jesuit novices, a Jesuit priest and 2
sisters, all African, from both Rwanda and Zaire.AfterziE
troducing CILC and its way of life, the days were given,
one each, to Personal Growth, Community Growth, Mission,
making use of course of talks, personal reflection, small-
group sharing, practical exercises, besides evaluations
and meditation points. Evening workshops too about start-—
ing: a CLC, meetings, role of the. assistant. The group was
very responsive, liking the experiential approach. The
course, plus the valuable contacts in'BukaVu, give promise
that CLC, till now unknown here, may begin very soon, per—
haps on both adult and student levels... A 2-second earth-
quakg tremor-one night wunnerved us slightly, but did no
damage. Next morning, off to Kigali, and then to Kenya.

_April 16-18 : Kenya

Picked up at airport by Father Fernando, young Sri
Lankan Jesuit working in Tanzania., Clearly he's quite im— -
pressed with the community-collaboration and non-consum-—
erism accent of Nyerere and Tanzanian society. Next morn-
ing, after Mass, a lengthy exchange with him about CIC...
At Loyola House we met Fr. Toppo, new Jesuit regional su-
perior (responsible for 50 or .so Jesuits in Kenya, Tanza-
nia, Uganda, Ethiopia, Sudan). It was a most fruitful -ex-
change. He was pleased to be more. fully informed on CIC,
is persuaded of its worth, grasps what is needed to pro-
mote it in the region. There is solid hope that a-serious
effort will be made soon to initiate something... Conversa
tions about CLC with several others, including 3 priests
from Uganda... A short visit with Fr. Oppenheim, . American
Jesult friend currently giving retreats in Nairobi. Barly
to bed and up at 5:00 to catch the plane for Madagascar.

April 18-28 : Madagascar

Surprise! On the plane, coming down the aisle, Simone
Ramielson, our friend of Manila '76 and before; she was re
turning from a Paris meeting of UMOFC(World Association of
Catholic Women). And at the airport to meet us, Fr. Arsene
and Zoe... We left the airport at noon and by 15:00 our 4-
day CLC formation course at Tananarive had begun. Taking
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part: 6 leaders of ZMM, national women's Sodality; a Cen-
acle sister who helps engaged couples prepare for mar-
riage; and 10 Jesuit scholastics, novices and priests, in-
cluding the National Assistant of EKA, +the CLC youth
‘groups. Here too the course covered the key elements of
CLC living, wusing a variety of means so meshed as to aid
in their assimilation. Accented too were the grounding of
the CLC way of life in the Spiritual Exercises, as also
~its inculturation.possibilities, given its stress on dis~
ponibiiity and discernment "in each concrete situation of
our daily existence"(GP 4). Participants found the course
challenging, and searched too how best to put it to use in
the different groupings represented.... A delightful and
useful visit with Romuald Ralaysomay, EKA leader and mem—
ber of the World CLC Youth Commission, whose work kept him
from making the Course, and with Pr. Fulgence...

Next day by car south to Flanarantsca, enjoying as we
went the beautiful fall weather and pictureéque ‘vallies
and rice fields. A poor country, yes, and with many social
and political problems, but rich in culture and natural
beapty; We were entranced by the spreaaing'poinsetfia bush
es, each splashing a hundred bright red blossoms to color
the countryside; here the flower is known simply as "the
madagascar"... At Fiananarantsoa, Therese (of Augsburg '73
and Manila '76) had energetically assembled no less than
60 persons for a 1 1/2 day session. A motley group‘it wass
several young couples(professors, who'd just begun a CIC
group), CLC youth leaders (EXKA), leaders of the women's
MM, some secondary school CIC leaders, several Jesuits,
a diocesan priest, several sisters. At first we despaired
of presenting CLC fto such & rainbow of persons, but the
‘Bpirit showed us the way. With a mixture of CLC informa-
tion and experience(including one practical exercise), the
sesgion turned out to be extraordinarily fruitful. After
dinner the second day, a group of former YCS (Young Chris—
tian Students) who had taken part stayed on to gquestion
and exchange with us for 1 1/2 hours. Clearly CL@ has
great promise in this area (which is heavily Catholic),giv
en the small, dynamic youth CIC, the budding couple's
group, the interest of others at the session, and especial
ly the presence in the area of 4 or 5 assistants {one of
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them our good friend Fr. Jerome Ranalvomanana) or 1ay lead
ers who know CIC and w1ll work together to develop it. And,
with Fr. Arsene's able leadership CIC in Madagascar shoul&
move ahead solidly, even though other commitments Ilimit
the time he can give to it....-Next day by car to ﬁmb01s—
tra and, after some delay due toVroadvrepalrs, on to the
capital. Our Malagasy friends, here as at “Fiana®, sent us
off with warm expressions of their frlendshlp. Next day we
took the plane east to Reunion Island, :

Aprll 28— 29 Reunion:-

A small island this(40 x 65 kllometers) its half-mil
lion’ people of Creole origin, largely CatholiE, French-
speaking and represented .in the "Prench parliament. Re-
ceived its first native bishop in '76 No CLC groups ex1st
here as yet... A warm welcome by Fr. Schmerber Jesult su-
perior., Next mcrnlng we walked and talked with him of, Reu~
nion,its Cathollc life, CIC p0381b111t1es.1n the afternoon
we walked on lava 5-12 feet thick, as yet warm from the
volcano s eruption 3 weeks before,‘ with thick smoke still
rising in the dlstance. an awesome, unforgettable sight!..
Some conversation too¢ about CLC w1th_others of the Jesuit
community,though the scarcity of clergy and the consequent
heavy demands on them (pastoral, the prison,social action)
make. it uncertain that CLC can begin soon.. Surely we were
most, warmly received, and with time some beglnnlngs may re
sult. Early next morning, by small plane to Maurltlus, '8ig
ter island 250 kllometers distant.

April 30 : Mauritiusw

Mauritius got @dded to our itinerary because Madagas—
car-South Africa flights no longer exist. Island is same
size as Reunion, but with twice the population; people
mainly of Indian origin, but with a mixture of Eﬁfopeans,
Africans and Chinese as well., Sugar cane . fields cover the
fertile plateau, but ite sand beaches make it & tourist at
traction too..Independent since 1968... Met by Fr. Espital
ier,  energetic Jesuit superior and pastor. Conversations
with him and others 1nclud1ng the bishop of the Seychelles
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Islands, before and during dinner. Then a 1 1/2 hour ses—

‘sion with 6 Jesuit ‘and. French. Foreign Mission prlests @
bout CLC. Much interest and many questions, . espe01ally by .
2-3 of then. One is anxious to initiate CLC, hopes to vis-
it the World Secretariat on a coming visit to Rome... At
18:00, hours, had to run for our plane in a short but heavy
downpour, and then the 5~hour flight (with 2 hours.time
change) across the Indlan Ocean and Mozambique to Zambla.

April 30—May‘5 : Zambia

There to meet us were tall Fr. David Norris and smil-
ing Vincent Sandamuka (both of Manila '76) and our good
friend Brother Carmine, Marianist much involved in CIC
youth'WOrk. We prepared that night, and began next morn~
ing, & 4-day formation course. First day dealt with the
participants' expectations, panorama of CLC activity, the .
CLC way of life. Other days developed further the various
aspects of that way. Taking part were 2 Jesuits " {(one was
Fr, Kokal, outstandlng Lusaka pastor) Brother, 4 sisters,
2 lay teachers, 8 young adults(malnly university CLC lead-
‘ers). As always, our presentatlans focused on adult CIC,
as this is now just developing in Africa; though with ref-
erences to youth too as needed... Dinner one might with
- John and Chris Sullivan, young Canadian couple both teach
ing at Matero Secondary School, Chris alréady works with
youth CLC; now belng considered is a CIC moderators' com-
munity t0 exchange also about their own living of CIC...
A long exchange about CLC with the 10 Jesuit novices (from
Tangania, Nigeria, Rhodesia) and their director, with many
guestions and much interest.... The last night, songs and
skits, all in colorful African dress, to send us off... A
vibrant, dynamie country, this Zambia. And, though the man -
y other involvements of the national assistant are a limit
‘ing factor, surely with much potential for.CIC growth, B

May 6~10 : Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) *

Arrived at night unekpectedly; . Prestage House, = the
‘Jesuit house, kindly gave us rooms for the night.... Next
day, ‘with Fr. Mangan, -energetic national assistant, and
"Philemon Chigamba (of Manila '76), we visited Archbishop
Chakaipa - (impressive in his warm simplicity and. pastoral
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‘outlook), had dinner w1th Fr. Wardabe {Jesuit regional su-
perior), and saw Sister Gilberta), 0.P. (much involved in
'CIC promotion in the country) as well as her office and ma
terials... Then to Mary Ward House, ~ an ideal spot for the
4-day course, which began -at 16:00 o'clock. Making it were
. no less than 37 persons: Brother Dominiec . {(of Manila v16) ;4
bout 15 sisters of 5 different congregations, particularly
Dominicans; 8 or 9 young men, married and single; : 7 or so
nurses and teacher's;  several students, ete., A quite mat— -
ure group, ‘most with considerable CIC experience, In as-
sessing the course afterwards, they especially appreciated
the overall experience it gave of CLC spirituality and in
particular the evaluations, reflection, small-group shar-
‘ing, meditdtion points, liturgies. One result was the pro-
posal, readily accepied, 1o begin CLC "moderator communi-
ties" in the different areas, meeting periodically both to
deepen.CLC living themselves and to shatre their plans as.
moderators... Spent some hours with the 800 members of the
Highfield Township Sodalities at their all- -day meeting in
a church, with detailed .reports on the apostelic and spir-
1tual work of the 17 units. All(lncludlng the beautlful Ii
turglcal singing) in the SBhona language, excéept for brief
messages from Fr. Mangan and us... A short presentation by
Jose to the Mary Ward sisters of CILC.... A brief visit to
?Chishawasha Seminary, and conversations with our good
friends Frs. Kapito and Kyne... Early next mornlng, off to
“the airport. The course here had been, all judged, very
‘helpful. Outstandlng too in it was the ‘depth of exchange,
*equallty and real community between blacks (the majority)
’and whltes,‘ repeatedly remarked espeC1ally by the former.
We left feeling that. CLC is one of the elements offering
real hope for this troubled country ‘once its political
status is definitely resolved. g “

&

May 11—13 LesothoA

4 small country this’ (a million people, half of them
Cathollc), hilly and cool(altitude, 5000 feet and up), en-
“tirely surrounded by South Africa. Meeting us were PFr.’ Ig-
-natiuvs Selialia, O.M.I., national assistant, Sister Wini-
fred, 3.C., both friends from last year, and others. At Ma
. seru, capltal we saw the cathedral .and Catholic center, .
dined and talked CIC with the Archblshop.... Then off to
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Roma, & center of Cathollc llfe, and several meetlngs with
- school groups, plas one for priests (17) at the seminary.
This last stirred nuch,,lnterest,and brought many ques-
‘tions, especially from Fr. Jerome Who, along with other ipm
- portant tasks, guldes a newly-formed CLC group at the Uni-
versity... Next day CLC meetings at w1de1y-scattered loca~—
tions. Then, though it was late, about 50 CLC leaders{sis-
ters, priests, student leaders, adults) stayed on for 2
hours for our long presentation about CIC.... After a late
dinner Bishop Khoarai of Leribe‘(whomrwernew already from
" his visit to Rome, and who'd 2lso been at the before-din-
‘ner gathering) met with the two of us and Fr. Ignatius for
a long conversation.. He understands CIC and is anxious to
further its growth. One possibility raised: a Lesotho for
mation course, perhaps next year.... Next morning at 6:00,
off to catch our plane for Johannesburg. : :

May 13-30 : South Africa

South Africa - our longest stay, one of our busiest.
The 16-day Formatlon Course here (8 days of the Exerclses,
1 of relaxatlon, 7 of session)’ took much energy and all
our time. Of the 16 participants, 2 were priests, 6 lay
persons (2 of them married), 8 sisters (5 of them Domini-
cans) of 4 different orders. The group included black and
white. Most were from South Africa,  but 4 from Lesotho.
The majority were women. Acting as guldlng—team for the” ‘en
tire course were 4 of us, the 2 from Rome along with Fr.
Johnson $.J., national assistant, and Sr. Eugene 0 P., nat
1onal promotor... The Splrltual Exerclses were all 1nd1v1d
ually—gulded the retreatants mature and serious, the at-
mosphere of silence and recollectlon excellent.... ‘The 4
team members{3 of them, 2 prlests and a laywoman, acted as
‘guides) met together nightly to share about their overall
approach(without reference, of course, to individuals) and
aspects of their role, preparing too next day's ‘liturgy
-.and .ending with an informal prayer by each., They found
..this most helpful... Of the retreatants, 3 had-never made
.the Exercises before;but even those who had felt that they
.gained much from this type of individually,— guided'Exér-
cises retreat .

The second Week after an 1ntroductory day on the CIC
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way of Iife as a whole, allotted 2 days each to personal
growth, community growth, and missicn and service. Of the
2 days given to each élement, +the first day focused on
one's personal living of it, the second more on transmit-
tifig it to others(especially in the initial- phase of forma
t10n) The session drewaheavily on Course I{Rome and Manil
a), but with extensive adaptation, using a wide variety of
means. The group exercises on "meditation on an event" and
"preparing for action® in a problem gituation were found
to be both helpful and challenging... The inmportance of ag
sigtants living the CLC way of life they were trying to
promote was stressed, and the value of membership in a CILC
peer group to help them do so. Teamwork too was emphasiszed
and in fact, one of the great values of the course was
felt to be its role in helping to shape a national team ef
fort in both the countries.... Of course there was a "fun

" night" too, besides our celebration of the 21st birthday

of Hilary, one of the participants... All felt the course.
to be a landmark in CILC for both South Africa and Lesotho.

"One night Sr. BEugene took us to¢ an open-air Mass and
sharing with 38 CIC youth,15-17 years old,leaders of their
groups, - who were on a camping weekned together. With the
smoke of the night fire in our eyes we prayed and sang and
shared together, of different races but deeply one in
Christ...A look,our last night,at Johannesburg's beautiful
Musical Fountain. Next day, at 17:15, off by plane for
Kinshasa. ‘ ‘

May 30~June‘5‘: Zaire (Kinshasa) ‘ _

“Arrived at night in the sprawling, hot and -humid cap—
ital of this vast country.lLuckily, awaiting us was Fr. Gal
opin, our "angel" during our stay, managing to obtain too
a future viga we still lacked... Our host for the stay, as

he was in '73:.Fr. Turine, at the Kimwenza retreat house.

Sesslon he arranged was 3 days, from 17:00-21:15, supper
included. The main aspects of CLC life and growth were all

_touched on, though of necessity it was more an information
- session than an experience; and yet, quite fruitful., A tot
~al of 27 took part-~Jesuits, sisters{of 2 congregations of

Ignatian inspiration), laity, 1 or 2 other priests... A
long exchange after lunch one day with 8 of the Jesuit
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. with the Sisters of 5%. Andrew, at the parlsh... The V181t;

S U8t Charles Lwanga parlsh a good conversation with Fr. Du

'l'CLC efforts, and hopes to renew them at Ougadougou. At 10:

‘ séholéétics,‘shOrter ones, over meals,. at Boboto. College,

f_ was’ most Worthwhzle, largely because a good base had bee
 ‘established 4 years before.A number of those- at the course;
- would llke to- begin somethlng, Cand to work together w1thf
- that aim. Vlewed in the ensemble, Zaire - here at K;nshasa(
‘and in the -east at Bukavu - shows much promise and merlts*
our prayers. On June 5, off to Cameroun.

'June 5—7 Cameroun

: Our stcp at Douala was a flrst contact and we Stayedé,

~at College leermann, Jesuit school. Various conversations
 w1th a half-dozen. of the- communlty about CLC...‘A‘visit'to
the student hostels and center of Fr. Bomnet; they live to

j'gether 1n groups “of . 8 10, and -one senses a,flne spirit a~ -’

V;mong ﬁhem An 1mpre551ve work ‘They receive PROGRESSIO at

N*the center,‘ and one was reading a CLC publication when we

" walked inl Could somethlng develop?  Time will tell.... At

rand—Vlel already acqualnted with CIC. Exchanges w1th Fr.
“Chenu, of Upper Volta, here on a visit. He has already made

k 00, by plane ‘west to ngerla.

1

-June 7—9 'ngerla

. Our flrst v131t here t00. Lagos, the capltal is unbe
lievable t a bustllng city, construction - going on every-
where; and surely fthe world's worst traffic.. And everyone
'is selling something... Met by Fr. McKenna, Jesuit region-
al superior. He was most hospltable, ‘made every effort too o
to become - ‘well-informed on CLC; he will surely further it .
- when possible, though his work, and the scattersd locat—
ions of the Jesults in Nigeris, limit what might be- “dorie.
-Talked: too a blt with Adem, scholastic studylng at the U-'
nlversxty of- Lagos, but completlng his thesis was at the
moment his one- concern.... A good exchange one night with
a. group’ assembled by Fr. Schuyler, university kchaplaln
including 2 slsters and a dynamic diocesan priest;. 1% Was
their first contact with CLC, which they judged could be
Cattractive ’ﬁQ,N;gerlans.... In the afternoon, a visit tg
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the Nigerian Museum, giving us some feel of the cultural
heritage of this region. And a drive along the port, a bee
hive of activity, “with 60 ocean liners stretched out in
the lagoon waiting to unload. Would CLC in time make a be—
ginning in this great country of perhaps 80 million (twice
the population of any other African nation) energetic peo-—
ple, its development fueled too by its oil wealth, and
with a flourishing Catholic llfe° The future was in God's
hands, but the 'seed had been planted.... At 11:004 our
plane took off and, after an hour's stop at Kano 1n nor-

thern Nigeria, put down at Romé at 19:00 o'clock where,

tired but happy we'd - been able to share our CLC vocation
with others in many countries and many ways, we found Fr.
Paulussen's friendly face awaiting us. Journey's ehd.

SOME OBSERVATIONS

Africa : One sees much land in Africa : only a few coun-
‘ " tries are thickly populated. Much poverty too,

“but it is largely rural poverty, even if the cities keep

expandlng...vThe warmth of the people, their sense of com-
munity, their love for bright colors, their laughter — one
finds it everywhere.... Communications are often quite a
problem, one not made easier by the many languages.... The
strong trend to 1ndlgenlzat10n -~ Africenization - contin-
ues in society, in government in Church. It would seem
that political unrest is growing, and Marxist influence
too " in many. countries, fTueled by racial and economic ine-
qualities, and often by selfish influence of the great pow
ers... Children and- youth are Africa's great riches: ofteén
half the population is under 20 years.... The Church grows
swiftly in'numbers, but with few rellglous vocations as
yet; so the lalty are given 1ﬁcrea51ng resp0n31b111ty.....
On this. trlp, as before, we were struck by the truly im-
mense good, human and Christian, achieved by the mission-
arles. And %oday most assist the Afrlcanlzatlon process.

Indian Qcean Most of -that said above applies here too.-

- But Madagascar, Mauritius and Reunion -are
not really African, but of ethnically different origins,
each -very dlfferent— too from thé others, with their own




strengths and problems. Iﬁ”different degrees all are in
ferment, and their fubure is not“easy'to'predict.

Middle Hast : Our v151t here wasg mmch too short; yet it re
gquires speCLal mention. For the Middle Bast
ig largely Arab, its keen Arabic consclousness accelerat—
ed by the new oil wealth. And the Middle Bast is largely .
Moslem too, even if there are 1mpertant Ghrlstlan group»
ings in Lebanon and in Egypt(the Cepts) and the Jews in Is
rael.... And the still-ungettled Arab- Israell conIllct
with the Palestinian situation as part of it, dominates ev
ery -other concern, however serious. o

CLC : The Trlp and the Future

To sumnarize our g-week trlp... It included 7 format-
ion courses in 6 different countries, most of 3-4 days and.
one of 16 days: in Rwanda, Médagascar, Zambia,  Rhodesia,

- South Afrlca, Zaire. In 2 other countrles, Lebanon and Le-

sotho, - there were a variety of meetings with exmstlng ir
groups. And in 6 other nations - Egypt, Kenya ‘Reunion,
Mauritius, Cameroun and Nigeria, there were first contacts
of. different sorts directed towards CLC; all were useful
and 2-3 gmve real proxlse that CLC wmll begin before long.

The future reveals ‘much promlse "provided the needs
are faced and met. Where CLCs now ex1st what they achieve
in Christian formatlon and apostollc act1v1ty ig consmder—
able,~reflects a-deep sense of the .Church, generally exhlb
its an effectlve sgcial emphas1s. The stress on youth CLCs
now needs to be paralleled by a correspondlng Suress ot
“the 1n1t1atlon of more adult groups, ‘and there is every. in
dication . thls w1ll take place.g A real llmltatlon is the

‘small number of full—tlme well-formed CLC personnel :few
kof the countrles hav1ng anyone full~t1me in the worl; Sufé
ly ways ‘must be found -to solve this problem if CLC is 'to
prosper. Flnally, CLC ledders 1n all these countrles need
and much desire the contlnulng support and collaboratlon
of -the World: CLC Pederation,-in the_form‘of formation ma-
' terials, help with courses, Progressio subscriptions, efc.
. The great interest-shown . by CLCs everywhere in-our Africa

trlp makes us. sure that their hopes will be answered , 1=
't that what 1t means o be part of some worldw1da Chrls—

tlan Life Commun1tv9
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