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(’)NFTH'E ROAD TO EASTER...

You accept ouf self-denial
as an act of homage to you;

" it softens our proud hearts,

and invites us to imitate your love
by sharing with those who are hungry.

{Preface of Lent)

The days are coming

when Jesus our Saviour
underwent his passion

and rose in glory.

Already now then we celebrate
his vietory over evil

‘and the mystery of our liberation.

(Preface of the Passion)

In destroying the fallen world

of our old nature, '

he has made a new creation;

and it is through him that now we enjoy
the life that is his in fullness.

{(Preface of Baster)




"AGAIN I SAY, LET US BE DPRUDENT, BUT IET US HAVE
FAITH, POR I HAVE A SUSPICION THAT THE CLC'S ARE
STARTING DOWN ROADS THAT MAY, AFTER A CERTAIN DIS~
TANCE, DBECOME RUGGED TRAILS AND AFTER THAT, BROKEN
COUNTRY, AND AFTER THAT, MERE WILDERNESS., AND THEN
YOU WILL, HAVE T0 TRUST IN-GOD AND CARVE A ROAD OF
WHICH TO TRAVEL, AS THE POET SAID AND AS THE SONG RE-
PEATS : 'CAMINARTE, NO HAY CAMINO, SE BACE CAMINO
AL ANDAR'." (0 traveler, there is - no road marked
out, You make the road by walking.)

- = last words addressed by Fabher
Horacio de la COSTA +to the CIC,
August 17, 1976 during the As-
sembly of Manila '76 )

We Jjust learned +this wmorning, March 20, 1977,
that Father de la COSTA has entered into the
peace of the Lord, after a short but painful
iliness. The CLCs are losing a longbtime friend,
who has not ceased +to be for them a real help
and inspiration. They recommend hinm to the
prayers of all +their members, knowing too that
they can always count on his intercession.




PAUL VI MEETS WITH EXECUTIVE -COUNCIL

In a special audience that he gave +to the 13 Executive
‘Council members of the World CLC Pederation, Pope Paul VI
addressed 1o them these warm words of encouragement :

N

Dear Sons and Daughters,

We are happy +to meet the new Exscutive Council of |
your Federation, elected at the General Assembly of Bagui-
0,. in the Philippines, last summer. On that occasion we
transmitted +to you our encouragement and some essential
guidelines. Keep on aiming at a solid docirinal, spiritual
and apostolic formation. This will make it possible for
you to be authentic witnesses ~of the Lord in a world that
does not know him : "The light shines in the_  darkness",
Christmas night repeats to us. In the same way, maintain
constantly that intimate relationship with the Lord +that
he expects from his friends, like Mary who "kept and medi-
tated all these things in her heart". Lastly, love the
Church, make her loved, serve her as a mother" : think and
feel with the Church, your Statutes say. Tell all the mem-
bers of the World Federation of Christian Life Communities
again of the hope that the Church places in their aposto-
late. Your zeal will be all -the stronger and your radiant
influence more certain, .the more that they have as a basis
that brotherly sharing that your groups encourage. And may
the Virgin Mary, whom we contemplate in a special way at
this Christmas season, help you to give a welcome to her
Son and to present him to the world! With our Apostolic
Benediction.

Pope Paul, tired(it was just after his taxing general
gudience) but warm and friendly, met and exchanged a few
“words with each of the Council members. He reminded the
Council that he too had been a Sodality member. Peggie Tel
scher presented him with the latest record album of a
youth CILC group, "Blessed Weakness", which he enjoyed re-
ceiving. '




FATHER ARRUPE MEETS WITH THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

We publish below, based on a tape, & part of his
comments on formation at the meeting. The text
retains its oral style. (Editor's Note)

As regards formation and the intégration of the spiri
tual life and apostolic action, I see three experiences
that we need to make,

Pirst of all, the experience of God, This experience
"is-absolutely necessary. What is meant is the intimate ex-
perience of God in our personal 1life, the experience of a

- —profound-presence of God in us. Even if it is hard for us
to express 1t, still we are no less certain of this pres-
ence of God in our lives. This conviction,which comes from
faith, often reveals itself to us with a special clarity.
Such is the experience of God. Now this experience is nec-
egsary if we wish to be apostles., When we talk it must be
on the basis of this experience: not starting from a book,
simply from +the outside or "from the lips". This 1s the
kind of witness which carries weight, for it transmits
life in and through the conviction of the person who is
speaking about it. :

Our aim should be to lead people +to the point where
they can make +this experience. The best means is the re-
treat, the Exerciseg. These have as their goal precisely
to put the soul in contact with God, +to helr one live the
experience of God by passing some days alone with Him. So
the Exercises director or guide is not an intermediary be-
tween God and the soul. He is rather a spectator, who fol-
lows the spiritual process from the -outside, helping the
retreatant to make this great experience of 1living faith.
0f course +this experience presupposes a purification of
the heart, which is an essential preparation for enterin g
on this supernatural path.
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The faith ig not something acquired permanently and
for good. We have the faith, surely. But we can lose it, 4
round us people are losing it. So we mneed to be very hum—
vle. If we have had +this experience of God, we should
thank him for it, but we must not rely on it as if it is
something we now possess. We must congbantly renew it ,
deepen it by prayer. If not, at the end of some years we

. ecan slip into unbelief., The impact of the world today is

very strong. Bach of us is subject to bombardment from so
many things: ideas that are sometimes current about the -
Church, about Christ, about dogmas, the unleashing of sex-—
ual attractions, antagonisms of all kinds. It is - a real
bombardment. To hold firm, we need a strong faith, a faith
constantly being renewed. TFor we must not IFforget that we
are subject to the consequences of original sin... We have
need, then, of a deep experience of God.

The second experience is that of ourselves, of me, of
“the person that I am, An understanding of the real me with
‘my limitations and my qualities. No doubt everyone knows
himself a little,  But to come to know oneself in depth im
plies a.certain atmosphere: that of the desert, of. 80li-
tude, of silence,., The Lord can bring us to have this éx-
perience in many ways and in manyfplaces. ‘But ordinarily
the atmosphere should be such that it actually helps us to
make this personal encounter, to confront myself with the
real WE. This encounter with the real me then places me in-
the right attitude: one of humility, of openness. So much
so that we can say with St. Paul: "I can do all things in
him who strengthens me", '

‘Thig point is so important today! Important for us,
for youth, for all, It is curious 1o see the fear people
have of confronting themselves., If there is so much noise,
so much radio, - so much television, s0 much interest in ex-
ternal things, is it not because people are afraid of be~
ing alone? And yet it is precisely in these moments of des
ert, of solitude that they can hear themselves and God. To
be sure, the soclitude I am btalking about is sometimes dif-
ficult., To cut oneself off from the outer world can make
us experience sadness and pain., Confrontation with oneself
can be a real trial, Sometimes peopl% feel this isolation:
the betrayal of a friend, +the news of an incurable gickm
ness, the ruin and loss of everything we possess. All is
lost and one remains alone. Sometimes in such a situation
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comes the tempbation to suicide, But such a confrontation
with ourselves can also lead us to discover the presence
of God in ourselves, of God dwelling in our. very depths.
You see, this discovery is very closely linked with coming
to know oneself,

We should not be afraid, it seems to me, 10 propose
this experience to others, of course after a fitting prep~
aration and in a suitable atmosphere. Once a person has
made this deep experience of himself and of the presence
of God in‘him, he is safe. For in truth, we are with God,
‘"It igs indeed in Him that we live and move and have our be

ng" {ﬁcts 17:28).

Finally, the third indispensable experience is that
of the world. In other words, insertion into +the world.,
Here we find & new difficulty... It is easy to talk of jus
tice, to involve people in working for justice, But if one
has had personal experience in this fleld, oux w1tness be-
comes guite different.

I think, for example, of poverty. To talk about pover
ty ag s concept is inevitably much different from experien
cing it in our life style: we need to experience it., ITiv~
ing this experience of poverty gives us the  sense of the
world of the poor today, of the daily life of people who
are our brothers and sigsters. And this experience of the
world and of life, along with experience of God and of our
selves ag we just described, leads us +to an" interior
faith and an evangelical attitude that are gquite differ-
ent. -There are many ways to mske this experience of the
“world, but it is ordlnarlly difficult to do it without ac—
tlon.

A true Christian Iife. Community should always be made.
up of persons who know themselves, who know God and who,
impregnated with this profound spirituality, come to have
a knowledge and experience of the world, In other words,
made up of persons who are really complete,

These experiences can be made one after +the other,
but they can also be made at the same time. No dichotomy!
In formation efforts, it is important from the beginning
to realize that there is meed of these three types of ex-
perience. Nonetheless, on the pedagogical level, it will
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be preferable to make first the experience of ourselves,
then that of God, and finally that of action. '

- * *

That brings us to the problem of conscientization.
It is a matter of knowing something, then experiencing it
in practice, then reflecting on it in the light of faith.
This process brings us to a new understanding, one that
changes our personality interiorly and makes us perceive
reality in an ever deeper way. It is not a circular proc-
ess, but a spiral., " Conscientization is a Christian ap-
proach to problems, It is important. It constitutes a real
advance, a discovery of recent years.. It is not enough
just to have a certain experience, one must besides re-
flect on it so as to grasp what one has not up to now un-
derstood., And this new understanding brings with it an in-
ternal change., Then one, with a new outlook, returns to
reality, perceiving it with'a view that is always deeper,
an understanding that is always advancing., It is precisely
the dynamism of the Spirit. Experience, reflection, ac-
tion and so ‘on... This process, seemingly complicated, is
actually easy, for it is life itself.,

- Discernment consists in developing +this process. of
conscientization of ourselves. Discernment is an apos-
tolic method of renewing a person, a way of renewing our
spirit thanks to the demands. of the apostolic activity in
which we are engaged. To be =z good apostolic worker, I
nust constantly "read" " the world, clearly perceive - its
needs, discern, That implies indifference, detachment, pur
ity of heart.Indifference consists in adopting in ordinary
life the attitude of the election that we have during the
retreat. There you have the ideal attitude for living in a .
Christian way., If one wishes to be of help to others, one -
‘must.have an interior -disposition of total detachment for
- the love of Christ, so as to be capable of serving more
and better. - g -

“As you see, there is no dichotomy there any more be-
tween the spiritual life and the apostolate., To help the
Church, to help -God, to help people, I need to be renewed
myselfh It is by this apostolic approach of discernme nt
8 -




‘and detachment that I spiritually renew myself and that I
place nyself at the serv1ce of others.,

Finally, in all of our work with youth and with ad-
ults in CLC, we must remember that the world is changing.
If you have made the interior experience of the world of
. which I spoke, you will realize well that you %too have
changed. Since everything around us is changing today, we
have need of a permanent, continuing formation. I must be
abreast of the changes taking place in the world: the cur-
rent ideologies, social upheavals, bthe economic situation,
how people are thinking about society, new 1nterpretatlons
of the Gospel,... Taking account of all these changes, we
must adapt ourselves to the changing needs of the world,
Our formation is never flnlshed and we nust not forget
this when we set ourselves to WOrk. If we don't, at the
end of five years we will be finished, outstripped.

We must insist on two points: on interior and person-
al renewal through apostolic action, and on progressing in’
our vocation by permanent formation so as to be a better
apostolic instrument. A continuing renewal that unites
these two elements will allow us to remain youthful apos-
tolically, to "redo" ourselves through the power. of the
Spirit, +to unceasingly adapt the apostolic instruments
that we are, harmonizing ourselves with the mentality of
our age, with human progress, with the real situation.
These two meansg will make it possibile for us to be witnes-
ses to Christ and +to accomplish his mission in the world
today.
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On February 11, at the close of their annual meeting,
the 31 bishops o the Southern Africa Cathdic Bishops!'

Conference issued a 21 - point "Declaration of Com-

mitment".A month beforeit had opened Catholic schools

to all races,and the day previous issued & courageous

statement on alleged police brutality. Key points of

the two statements follow. T

The Bishops' Conference announced that it will s

Show, by appointiﬁg black priests to white parishes,
the Church's disaccord with the prevalent social and
political system,and “"speed up the promotion of black

" persons to responsible functions and high positions..

go that the multi-cultural mnature of the Church in
South Africa may be clearly recognized",

Initidte equal pay for equal work, and have period-
ic reviews of.wages and working conditions in the
dioceses, : ¢

Promote black consciousness, "in sélidarity with all
those who work for ithe promotion of human dignity and

. the legitimate aspirations of oppressed people".

Share the funds of wealthier parishes with poorer
ones, drawing on. Catholic churches throughout the
country for this purpose. ;

Refrain from patranizing businesses or places that
discriminate racially.

Give special attention to the unemployed, migrant
workers, worker organizations, -squatters, politi=-
cal detainees and other digtressed and digplaced
persons. .

Work for equality and freedom for all : "The only
solution to 1racial tension is in conceding full
citizenship and human rights to all persons in South
Africa, not by choice on the false grounds of colour,

‘but on the grounds of the common humanity of all men".
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In the movement toward a brotherhood beyond all
frontiers that is stirring in the entire Chuxrch
.today, we single out the recent statement of the
French- -Bishops, extracts of which appear below.
At the close of the Plenary Assembly of the Bish.
ops, the Conference president addressed a telew
gram to Cardinal Lorscheider, president of CE-~
LAM (Latin-American Episcopal Conference) to as-
gure it of their support and their prayers "for
all those in Latin America who are persecuted
when they defend human rights®,

. , ;
The peoples of a number of countries of Iatin America

are undergoing an ordeal. (...} One can no longer ig-
nore the fact that the number of victims of these per-
gecutions is congiderable. Priests and bishops are not
gpared., Just in the month of July 1976, five priests
in Argentina and two in Brazil were assasinated. The
following month Bishop Angelelli of ILa Rioja in.Argen-
tina died in what was a strange auto accident. In Ccto
ber another Brazilian priest was struck down by a po-
lice officer before the eyes of his bishop. On August
12, 1976, an event without precedent and very symbol-
ic, the government of Ecuador arrested seventeen bish-
ops .who were gathered with other Christians at the
house of one of their number, Bishop Proanc of Riobam-
ba, for a pastoral conference, +then released them
while insisting that they leave the country.

If this is so for many Christians, and for priests and

bighops, it is because, in the climate of fear that
obtains in certain countries, they have resolutely tak
en the side of the Gospel. Undergoing the same suffer-
ing as the people, they take their part in the strug-
gle for respect for the fundamental human rights of ev
ery person., They speak up so that those who have been
reduced to silence will be heard and defended. (...)

We express our solidarity with such a Church, both in
its love for the peoples whose suffering it shareg and
in its witness to the Gospel at the price of the Ilife
of a number of its members, But honesty demands that

- 11
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we go further aﬂd lay bare the mechanisms of a syetem
with ite roots in owr own countries,

We in EBurope who belong +to nations that lay claim to
being the mest advanced in -+the world, we are amoug
those who profit from the developing countries by ex-
ploiting them. We do not see +the suffering that re-
sults from this for entire peoples, 1in body and spir-
it, We contribute 1o reinforeing the division of the
world today, with its striking domination of the poor
by the rich, of the weak by the powerful. Are we aware
that our squandering of resources and of raw materials
would not be possible without the control of commerce
and exchange by the western countries? Do we see who
profits from the arms trade, in which our country, sad
ly, so distinguishes i1tself? Do we grasp the fact that
the turning to military governments in the poor coun-
tries is one of the consequences of the economic and
culbtural domination exercised by the industrialized.
countries, whose life is ruled by the concern for prof

it and the power of money?

It is urgent that we, French and Buropeans, look be-
yond our frontiers in order to understand better our
own problems and then to face vup better to the require
ments of Jjustice and of human brotherhood on the world
levels (.a4)

.

It is to this struggle for justice and dignity that
more and more Christians, in the midst of their broth-
ers, are committing themselves. Their witness is for
the Church a pride and a hope. As one of them said so
well, "death 'in all its forms, the persecution of
those who make their opbion in favor of the. little
ones, is always, . through the paschal power that jolts
and stirs the hlstory of man, the seed of new resurrec
tions", : .

For us. thelr w1tness is also a challenge. Are We Wor

thy of these Christians who struggle with the people
with the sole aim of proécleiming the Good News of Sal-

vation and liberation of the oppressed?
15 _ . .
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THE "ELECTION" ACCORDING TO THE EXERCISES
by Claude VIARD S.J.

Part I - Making the Election

We have already, in this series, dealt with the exer-
cise on the Three Classes of Men and the consideration on
the Three Kinds of Humility. These prepare the retreatant
who is making the Exercises to “take up the election”,.
that is, to make the final step toward "seeking and find-
ing the will of God in the disposition of his life" (Spir.
Exercises, 1). Stirred by the question, “what ought I to
do for Christ?", the retreatant has come to a state of
indifference and entered 1into the paschal process of
" Christ :; he awaits the response that is maturing within
him. Now arrives the moment for formulating that re-
sponse. And this takes place by means of a decision, a
choice. That is what is meant by "making the election”.

In this, the first of several articles that focus
on the election according to the Exercises, we will ex-
plain the election itself. 1In the articles that follow
we will turn to the methods of making the election thai
8t. Ignatius proposes.

To Choose Is to Eliminate

i In today's terminology, the term "election" refers to
the choice one makes, by vote, Dbetween different. candi-
dates, 1in order to designate the one to whom a specific
responsibility in an organizaztion will be entrusted. The
one who votes decides to choose one among several. And
, he who obtains the most votes is elected, while the others
are eliminated. In this sense, to elect--in line with the.
word's Latin etymology--is to choose among several posgi-
ble persons. The use of the word "election" in the sense
that the Exercises give it is not now very current. But we
can continue to use it thus, recognizing that it here re-.
fers +to the choice or decision that a retreatant makes
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with regard to his basic orientation or to some important'
point of his existence, and which he will then try to

live out in the light of his Christian falith. But we must

keep for this word "election" in the Exercises all the

force it has by etymology and that it preserves in its us~

age today. To elect is to choose one candidate and to elim
inate the others; +to make an election in the Exercises is
to choose one solution and eliminate the other. All of a
sudden we see the solid basis and force of the expression,

"to make an election". It does mean committing ourselves
to what will follow from a choice, a decision that, in a
certain sense, concludes what has been a debate. TFor to

choose is to decide, and to decide by eliminating.

Between Alternatives

Looked at in this way, "to make an election" is to re
solve something in favor of one alternative, by choosing
" among several possible ones. In the simplest case, it will
“be a cholce between a "yes" and a "nmo" ¢ "should I do this
or not?". At all events, there is an alternative, and it
is important to pose the guestion in terms of alterna-
tives: one gives greater weight to the questions, one gaug
es better what is at stake, one guards better against ambl
guities.

The alternatives at stake in the election relate, of
course, to the outlook and the dynamic of choice that runs
through the Exercises. On the one hand, there is the radi-
cal option expressed in its full force in the symbolism of
the Two Standards : the choice between two - opposing paths
that correspond to two opposing intentions: "the intention
of Christ our Lord, and on the other hand, that of the ene
my of our human nature" (Sp. Ex., 135). But there is also,
within this radical option--and this latter choice is very
important too--the choice in favor of & better service ex—
pressed by the word "the more" (magis), that runs like a
leitmotif all through the Exercises. This choice so marked
in the approach of the Exercises, and which .therefore
transmits all its force to the election in its aspect of
being an alternative, is affirmed already in the Principle
and Foundation : what is involved is that "our one desire
and choice should be what is more conducive to the end for
which we are created" (Sp. Ex,, 23). It is recalled in the
contemplation on the Kingdom: "those who wish to give grea
ter proof of their love..." {Sp. Bx., 97). And it is the

22 -




grace to be asked for in the medltatlon on the Three Clasg

-es of Men : "ask for the grace to choose what is more,for
the glory of his Divine Majesty..." (Sp. Ex., 152).

- To speak thus of alternmatives in reference to the e~
. lection comes down to assigning them their full force, and
to make the alfernative chosen appear for what it is : not
one choice among many, not a useful way to arrive at a de-
cision, but in fact the decisive choice of the best means
t0 ‘be taken in order to respond more to the call of God by
committing all one's strength to this choice, however mod-
est it may be in itself. It means finding how best to cor-
respond to the gift of God, how best to unite oneself with
the mission of Christ ‘that is continued in his Church.
There is the strength of the choice between alternatives
that marks the election: it reminds us that there is among
the alternatives one that can incarnate "the more".

FInally, it is because there are alternapives that
splrltual discernment comes into the picture. To put it
briefly, there is something to be chosen, and so something
to be seen clearly, to be elucidated, so as to guard one-
self from illusions--even generous ones--as well as to re-

move the resistance there is to going forward. 1In a word,

"to feel to which side one is drawn by the grace of God....
--but we will come back to this more at length in the arti
cle that follows. .

Need for a Reversal

"To be in the line of “the more", the election must be
the result of an interior reversal of outlook : "to regu-

late one's life in such a way that no decision is made un~ -

der the influence of any inordinate attachment", writes
St. Ignatius in his title describing the Spiritual Exercis

es {(21). Left to himself, man is slave to his own inter

ests, to a blind egoism, to his immediate needs. A revers—
al of direction is proposed in the Exercises, one that
fosters the "opening up" of one who is closed in on him-
self '"by his self-love, self-will and his own interests"
(Sp. Ex., 189). A pathway to freedom is thus opened, when
man makes the esperience of receiving from God the truth
about. his life in place of remalnlng the prisoner of his
own limited horizons.

This reversal is verified in the passage one makes in
and through "indifference". The outcome of that indiffer-

- 23




ence is an attachment to Christ. And this becomes the bas-
is of a provisional detachment as regards both alterna=-
tlves, (1) By this reversal, the election is in +truth a
gelf-discovery, and this in an attitude with 'regard to
self which 1is equally an affirmative response to God. Let
us reread the description of the Exercises given in the
18t Annotation : "By the term ‘Spiritual Exerciges' is
meant... every way of preparing and disposing the soul to
rid itself of all inordinate attachments, and after their
removal of seeking and finding the will of God in the dig
position of our life for the salvation of our soul“(Sp Ex.
1). ILet us underline the expression, ”dlSpOSltlon of our
life": what is involved is to make of our life a response
to the call of God in whom we are established. In other
words, to live out our life as a vocation in line with the
dynamic of baptism, which has made us members of the Body
of Christ and so one with its destiny. This is the goal of
which Ignatius speaks when he presents the election in
~terms of end and means; "not subjecting and fitting the
end to the means, but the means to the end"(Sp. Ex., 169).

The Ignatian election appears then as a way to enter,
by means of the choices to which 1life calls us, into the
dynamic of the mission of Christ, --6f the building of the
Kingdom. A man can make the experience of inserting his
own history into the total work of Christ when he accepts
letting his actions and his projects be measured on the
basis of this totality that goes beyond him. And this in
fact draws on his deepest - strength according to the most
profound meaning of his destiny.Seen thus, he can discover
how to achieve that to which he is deeply attracted by .the
very dynamism of his being. For him, then, to do the will
of God is nothing else than, in .the truest sense, to find
himself. ; :

Different Areas But the Same Depth

In the Exercises, the election can bear on different
areas or sectors, and so be more or less inclusive. For ex
ample, for one who feels himself called to make a very con
scious choice between rellglous life and marriage, it can’
involve a radical optlon that commits him to a sgtate of
life. Again, it can focus on a decision to change com-

(1) See "The Three Classes of Men®, in PROGRESSIO, July
1976, pp. 5-6
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pletely one's way of life or to resituate oneself social-
- 1y. But the election can also be, in its forms and its con
sequences, a less radical decision; it can be a rather mod
est decision on a particular point, or again a decision re
garding a commitment that may even be temporary. But what-
~ever its form or however extensive or restricted the area
that it covers, every true election profoundly involves
the free adhesion of man +to the love of God. It is this
level of depth rather than itg "coverage" that makes it an
"election™ : it is a choice by which a man says "“yes" to
God; it is & spiritual decigion that leads him who makes
it to allow himself to be led a little more closely in the
footsteps of Christ; it is, 1in the spirit in which it is
taken, a decision and an enterprise, & conversion, a
growth in freedom. And it is because the election is a com -
mitment in depth of one's being that St. Ignatius, in the
Exercises  themselves, clearly distinguishes it from a sim-
ple "reform of life" (see Sp. Ex., 189).

In Daily" Llfe

~ Finally, one can suppose an appllcatlon of the Ignat-
ian election outside the Exercises properly so called. In
effect, one can extract from the approach underlying the
election a pedagogy of decision, applicable throughout all
of life. Related to such a pedagogy is, for example, the
concern to situate any gquestions to be resolved in a more
global perspective, that of the service of God and men in
Christ; ‘' the habit of posing questions to be decided in
terms of altermatives so as to approach them more lucidly;
the courage to take the detachment needed to assure that
one is indifferent before deciding. As regards the means
to be taken to carry out what one has de01ded we will
speak further about thls later on. '




ACCOUNT OF THE EVOLUTION OF A SODALITY

A page in the Life of an Imﬁortant-?rofessional Milieu
of ILuxemburg

by Lucie REYTER

On December 27, 1916, the Sodality of Our Lady ‘of Iux
emburg Teachers was founded by Father Dominic Hentges, S.
J. It was a modest beginning, a small group of instruc-
tors, but a viable community and one capable of making pro
gress. Under the title of "Seat of Wisdom" it was aggrega-
ted to the Prima Primaria of Rome. Monthly and regional
meetings and recollections and retreats were organized to
deepen and stimulate the ideal of the Christian teacher.
The general assemblies, sections or’ "acad@mles“, ‘nmission-
ary days and jubilees were highlights of the life of the
group. Their links were strengthened and these fortified
their joy in CGod. ) .

Tovbroadén‘ the objectives of the congregation, the
MIK--its abbreviated name--was divided into different sec-—
tions: the Eucharistic section, " aimed at providing an an-
chor for the interior life; the mission section, helping
the Luxemburg missionaries; the Caritas section, busying
itself with the needy of the country; the song section,
whose work included theatrical presentations, big assem-
blies and pilgrimages; the pedagogical section (much ap-
preciated by the younger members), dealing with problems
of education and of teaching through study circles. Out
“of ‘all these sections, two still remain : the section Car-
itas and that of "Project Sharlng" for assistance to. the
Third World. - '

Since the MIK brought together members from all over

the country, it needed a review, as a bond uniting and in-
: forming all and throwing light on their vocation. This re
- view is still published today under the title, Educators.
The number of members grew continually. But the group had
difficult moments too in its inner life. World War II
proved well-nigh fatal: the review was suspended, meetings
were forbidden, +the treasury confiscated, the chronicle
and all the books and records of the MIK destroyed so as
not to fall into the hands of the occupying power. But if
all external activity was banned, love and trust grew
stronger. ' :
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After the country's llberatlon, the MLK was slowly re
born. The Director of Women's Catholic Action, Monslgnor
Pierre Posing, finally succeeded in bringing together a-
gain the former Sodalists. Nothing essential was changed.
Structurally, the Sodality made up a section of Women's
Catholic Action so as fo avoid splitting the membership.
In this way, it was felt, the country's needs were being
taken account of. The post-war leaders, competent and ded-
icated, took up.the torch lighted by the founders and suc-
ceeded 1in creating a vital and well-structured Sodality..
Their ftriple objective was a solid spiritual formation, a
vigorous apostolic influence--using as means both an excel 
lent professional competence and an apostolate of service,
especially in the social sector——and all this in and eccle
sial and Marian climate.

Then, in 1967, came the promulgation of the new Gene-
ral Principles. The community element seemed somewhat new,
even though the Sodality had always fostered mutual union.
In accord with the desire of the. blShOp, the MIK kept its’
name., But that did not dispense the members from imbibing
the new spirit that animated the General Principles.

. The first steps toward renewal were the participation
of members in CLC gatherings at Chantilly, Manresa and
Brussels. Finally, in 1973, after lengthy hesitation and
mature reflection, the committee voted +to take the new
name of "Christian Life Community of ILuxemburg Teachers",

The real opening to the current movment took place af
ter the General Council of Augsburg '73, which was a new
‘Pentecost for all the participants. The result was that
three members spontaneously signed up for the regional for
mation course {(German) at Brixen. This course was a great
grace for all who took part. They were glad to have been
able to make the unigque experience of the individually-gui
ded Exercices, +to have lived this intimacy with God that
led them along the path of conversion and personal libera-
tion. And the week of formation that followed introduced
them little by little into the CLC way of life.

As we were still quite at the beginning, and transmit
ting such an experience was not easy, we organized a 3-day
formation session in our country with the help of two Ger-
man leaders, Maria and Paula Pollety of Friburg and Altot-
ting. Following that, about 20 members of our CIC have lzen




meeting regularly in three small groups and trying to live
the content of the General Principles, the essential ele-
ments of our way of life. The periodicals and publications
of neighbé?ing countries, like Werkheft of the German Fed
eration and Introduction to Formation of the French  CIC,
have helped us much on the road to life in community. The
Spiritual Exercises made together have helped too. We ap-
preciate very much too the document of the World Pedera-
tion, Survey of the Formation Process in CIC.

Margot Reuland, member of one of the small groups,
tells us her own experience living .in this renewed CIC:

Since 1956, I have been a member of the Sodality of
Teachers. By my consecration to Our Lady, I committed my-
self to follow Christ and to cooperate in building  his
Kingdom., Over the years, I received a solid spiritual for-
mation, a profound sense of the meaning of life and a deep
ening of my faith.To devote myself with greater wholeheart
edness and effectiveness to the service of God and men in
the world of today, I entered a CIC group in the fall of
1974.At the start I wae hesitant to open up to the members
of the small group. Iittle by little I noticed that I was
accepted as I am. Soon I experienced & feeling of joy in
coming to meetings and in forming part of an authentic com
munity. Gradually I came to have a taste for medltatlng on
Seripture. e

The Christian Life Community is for me a place of “fraterg
al communion", This Christian life is vital; it liberates
me from egocentrism.It is in the group that I learn really
to listen to my neighbor. There I put myself aside, I wait
expectantly for the next word I will receive from someone,
perhaps a word addressed to me by God. In this way I come
to understand better my colleagues who are making the
journey with me,and to recognize that the bonds that unlte
us are forged in the charity of Christ.
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BOLIVIA - Qur Christian Life

o Community is based
at the College of the Sacred
Heart, in Sucre, a beautiful
city of 60,000 . inhabitants.
It is called the "white cit-
y" for its open colonial sty
le, and is very much & stud-
ent town. This marks strong—
ly our Community, made up
for the most part of stud-
ents, both from the univer-
sity and teachers' college
and from secondary school.

Though we are located
at a particular school, most
of our members come from the
"colegios fiscales", or, as
we were saying, from the tea
cher-training, university or
workers' milieu., And this
makes our Community a very
friendly one, for it is open
to a great variety of exper~
iences. We have been in ex-
istence for just 12 years,
and the climate of our group
is one of unity, brvtherhood
and joy. '

Our main activity is in
each one's enviromnent, be
that school, factory or of-
fice.
CHRISTIANS to the highest de
gree we can. We try to Chrisg
tianize those around us by
our example and the chal~
lenge our life offers. We
hope we are succeeding...!

Another commitment ~we
have taken on our shouldérs
is the series of visits we

are making to the  peasant

OQur gim is.to live as-

farmers round us, who are of
Quechua Indian background.
Qur Sundays we reserve for
them. Each Sunday we go out
with our assistant, Pather
Jose Cabanach S.J. to & dif-
ferent village. We have mass
there,and while Pather hears
the confessions of the coun~
try people,we find out about
their way of living,the main
health problems of the area,
their food habits, ete..:All
that helps wus carry out a
socio ~ human study of the
whole region visited., It is
a real meeting between di-
verse cultures, those of the
city and of the rural areas.
We recognize clearly-that we
have learned much from these
visits.

For this past Christmas
we arranged a campaign with
the suggestive name of OPER-
ATION SMILE, in collabora-
tion with Radio Loyola of
our city. It meant begging
like the poor from door to
door and afterwards turning
over all that had been gath-
ered to homes for the aged,
hospitals, etc., which have
need of this extra help. Al-
though it wasn't easy, since
not everyone welcomed us, we
took -up the project with
much enthusiasm, And now we
can smile with satisfaction,
for we have seen the cam-
paign crowned with success.
This is now the third such
compaign that we were respon

~ sible for.
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Qur group includes both
young men ~and women, and
most of the members are of
‘university age. -As of now
there are about 30 of us who
take part regularly in the
. meetings, which take place
_every Saturday starting at 7
in the evening.

In the meetings we read
and comment on the Word of
God, that of Sunday's litur-
gy. Then we exchange about a
key theme, often in small
groups.
ities conclude the first sec
tion of the meeting : pro-
-jects, work to be done, rel-
axation, etec, The second
part is made up by the Euch-
arist, which we try to live
as intensely as possible, in
a style well adapted to
youth. This is what really
gives us strength for our ac
tivities, and most unites us
to the group. When some of
us have had to travel and be
away from our CLC meetings
for a time, we mniss - these
Fucharists. Many have
"this on various occasions.

Besides this, our Com-
murity is divided into groups
for reflection and for our
~ evaluations (revisions .of

life). We try in this way to
deepen our friendship with
God and among ourselves. Our
aim is thus to live more ful
ly our CILC way. N

We would like +to close

by saying that we receive
- with- deep joy and with a
30 -

Various other activ- -
of youth movements

said

sense of world brotherhood
the 1issues of the review,
PROGRESSIO. It makes us feel
that we are not alone in our

efforts to live CIC. We are
aware too that there are
Christian Life Communities

in other cities of Bolivia
following a similar approach
to ours. And all of this com
mon search of ours for the
Lord stirs and encourages
our efforts.

MADAGASCAR - October 27-31,

all the leaders
in Mada-
gascar met, focusing on the
theme, "Role of the Young
Catholic in the New Social
Order"... Then, December 8-
12, we had our national re-
treat in which 70 young peo-
ple of E.C.A., (the name of
our youth movement here)
came as delegates of their
groups. So we had 3 days of.
closed retreat given by Fa- .
ther  Julien Rakotoson, who
has just been named mnation-

al assistant for E.C.A. The
retreat covered 3 steps of
our formation, which, as

you know, follows the essen-
tial 1lines of the Exercis-
es. The 2 other days were
given to a formation ses-
sion on the insertion of
our groups ‘in the life of
our country, and the com~
mitment and role they should
take in this. The essential
points  and decisions of Ma-
nila'76, insisting above all
on the concern to share the
life of the poor(cadled among




us "madinika", the little
ones). The second day was
given %o listening tech~
niques, and Course I that
I had made helped me much
to contribute fto making this
a lively session.
case, these 5 days passed at
Fianarantsoa. were for our
movement a renewd that fired
with enthusiasm all who took
part.

- ARGENTINA - Unfortunately,
the course we
had so enthusiastically been
preparing for January 1977,
it was impossible +to have,
for health reasons. We will
devote this year to facili-
tating the individvally-gui-~
ded Exercises, and already
have some who wish 1o do
this. We will work too at
intensifying the formation
of new communities, which,
thank God, are springing up
like a blessing. All of '77
we will focus on those two
things. Then later ~we will
have Course No. I, which we
hope will™give real strength
to CILC in Argentina.

REP., OF CHINA — It's been a

busy semes-
ter here in Taiwan since Ma-—
nila '76. The delegates went
to visit our CIC groups in
different places, sharing
with +them +the experiences
and joys they brought back
from the General Assembly
and the PFormation Courses.
We also had a seminar Tfor
all CIC assistants and used
the SURVEY as +the frame-

In any’

work for discussions. Many
young people here are sin-
cerely searching for the 1ib
erating truth and the genu-
ine way of living. In gener-
al, our CLCs are at the stag
es of initiation’ and taking
roots {we found the guide-

lines of the 4 stages 0o be
very, .very helpful)... As:
for activities, we had the

guided retreat for adult CIC
ers December 31-January 3,
and 55 made it with 9 Jesuit

directors, January 27-Febru-

ary 2 was the live—in winter
camp for college and Univer-
sity CLC groups, and Februa—
ry 3-5 a 3-day seminar for
all CILC college chairper-
sons. February 6-14 was an
8-day individually-directed
retreat for ‘“advanced" CILC
members. And +the Chinese
New Year fell on February
18.

ITALY - Seeking"fewer words,

more action",and in-
spired by Father Arrups 's
statement at the last inter-
national BucharisticCongress
that "we cannot properly re-
ceive the Bread of Life un-
less at the same fime we give
bread for life to +those in
need" (see PROGRESSIO,Januar.

y'77, page 10), the Italian
CIC Federation is inviting
its communities to do just

that, in a letter that con~-
cludes with these words,"Con
cretely for us this means
that each time we meet I our
communities to celebrate the
Eucharist, we prepare our-
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selves for +this moment by a
sincere spirit of full shar-
ing with our less fortunate
brothers. This involves tak-—
ing up, on the occasion  of
the Eucharistic celebration,
a 'collection of some impor-
tance'. The money thus gath-—
ered will be - put together
at the National Center +o
be used for some small proj-—
ect someplace 1in the
World."

CHILE -~ Recent Activities:

1) "Mini-Manila".A
Formation Course
(8 days
seminar),

Exercises, ©§ days
January 14 - 29,
Making it were 25 adults
(from Arica, Antofagasta,
Valparaiso,Bantiago and Puer
to Montt% 6 of them from Ar-
gentina, and 15 university
students from Santiago. Prac
ticdly all were either group
~guides or professors.  The
guiding team was made up of
the delegates to Manila plus

2 Jesuits. ‘

2) 3pd TFormation
Camp for Pre-Communities, at
Atacolco,Chillan. Taking part
were
the guides who
them.

work with

3) Missions. Some
30 or more youth communities
went

peasant farmers ("campesi-

nos"). One plage, for ex-
ample, was a parish that
covers almost 400 sguare
miles. - :
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Third

for Adults

6 pre—-communities and .

"on mission" to the,

INDIA - Let me share with
you some news of CILC
in India and request jour sup
port in prayer.The Execubive
community themselves will mg
ke the 8-day Spiritual Exer-
cises in October'77,at Baga,
Goa. All through thz year,
and all over India,formation
programmes on the Manila pat
tern have been planned -of
longer or shorter duration
with a stress on the social
dimension. This will include
in May'77 a National CIC In-
stitute of 3 weeks at Bombay
for CILC leaders of different
Federations.Flying teams vig
it and bring formation cour-
ses to several Federations
in India 'in order to put new
life into the groups.Members
of these teams are also vi-
siting Spain, Sri Lanka,etc. -
This  year Five commissions -
CILC for Better service, For-
mation, Youth,Communications
including Publications) and

. Finance Commissions have been

formed for better administra
tion.




