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SECRETARIAT OF STATE 
No. 305090 

From the Vatican, August 6, 1976 

Mr. President, 
\ 

The Holy Father has received with joy the news that the CHRIS­
TIAN LIFE COMMUNITIES will soon be ,celebrating their General Assem­
bly, preceded by a formatio:qcourse; He has given me the agreeable 
mission of transmitting his encouragement to the leaders" organi­
zers and participants of these important days. 

The ·framework and the program you have chosen to give this 
gathering are,.in themselves; very significant. 

You have, in fact, chosen to gather in one of those 'countries 
whose people are «engaged with all their energy in the e:(fortand 
struggle ·to overcome . every thing which condemns them to remain 
on the margin of life», to use the very words, of the Apostolic Ex­
hortation« Evangelii Nuntiandi» (n. 30). You ate thus deliberately 
putting yourselves in living contact with the poverty and. the de· 
sire for integral development that marks today the life of millions 
of Persons in the entire world; In so doing you affirm that the 
Christian life, willed, sought and lived by your communities; does 
not shut their eyes to the serious problems that torture an imniense 
part of humanity. Quite the contrary, it reveals that o,illy a. true 
,brotherhood, fashioned by .love-is able to provide a solution to the 
« flagrant inequalities in development» (see Letter, « Octogesima 
Adveniens, » n. 2), ,the « undeserved hardship » {see Encyclicals « Re­
rum Novarum» and «Populorum Progressio », n. 9), the troubles 
and disorders that are today an open wound in the side,of humanity. 

Mr..Roland Cakat 
President, World Federation of 
Christian Life Communities 



On the other hand, you have prefaced your sessions with long 
.	and intense days. They are days marked at one and the same time 
by a burriing search forthe Absolute, God, in the school of St.Igna­
tius of Loyola, by reflection and serious study of key qu~stions, by 
modestly learning the best. means to announce the Gospel to the 
men of our time, by the lively and concrete experience of 
that community life which enters into the very definition of your 
association and which is its dynamo and its inspiration. 

In interpreting the deep concern and the most enthusiastic good 
wishes of the Holy Father, I would like to suggest to you some major 
orientations. 

The first has to do with the need for a solid formation. The 
active and effective presence of lay persons, as you know, has never 
ceased to be felt in the Church from its beginning. Proof of this is 
·the list of those who collaborated with the Apostle Paul (see Acts 
18: 18; Rom. 16: 3-16; 2 Tim. 4: 19 ff.). Nevertheless this presence has 
in these last years, and especially since Vatican Council II (see Con­
stitution «Lumen Gentium », chap. 4; Decree «Apostolicam Actuo­
sitatem »; ({ Ad Gentes », nn. 17 and 21), acquired a scope, signifi­
cance and features more and more remarkable. There, without 
doubt, is one of the marks of the Church in our time.. Now experience 
shows. that the more that the laity take on responsibilities within 
the ecclesial Community or as Christians in the world, the more they 
need to be formed for the tasks they will be called on to carry out 
(see ({ Aposto1icam Actuositatem", nn. 28-32). At bottom there is 
question, obviously, of as deep as possible a human formation. But 
this needs to be accompanied and enlightened by a Christian for­
mation that, in order to be integral, will take place on different le­
vels, doctrinal, spiritual and apostolic. 

The second guideline concerns intimacy with God. There is no 
apostle exc~t one who knows Jesus Christ, and this no't by notions 
that are more or less intellectual, but by relationships that are per­
sonal and permanent. For those to whom you speak about the Lord 
will not believe you unless you speak as a witness, as a friend, as 
a confidant (see Exhortation ({ Evangelii Nuntiandi >', nn. 41 and 
76; Discourse of Paul VI to members of the Council of the Laity, 
October 2, 1975). The spiritual life lived at Baguioduring these days 
should not cease with the close of the Assembly but be prolonged in 
your daily life. 

The last guideline completes in some ways the preceding ones: 
whatever happens, remain men and women of the Church. That 
means, ke~ the spirit of the Church, suffer or rejoice with the griefs 
and joys of the Church, listen to the Church, but above all, love the 
Church (see, among, o,thers, the discourse of Paul VI to the general 
audience of July 21, 1976). Love her with a love that is spontaneous, 
simple, joyous, open as is the love for one's mother. To carry out 
now and always her mission, to be able to render to the world her 



service of salvation; to be truly a place for the communion of men 
among themselves and for that of humanity with God, the Church 
needs to' be loved. Now this love is, -today, often withered by crit­
icism, contestation,' reservations. To love the Church means above 
all not to rend her unity and therefor~ carefully to maintain union 
with her pastors, the'symbols and the architects of unity, and in 
particular with the universal Pastor who is the successor of Peter; 

At the end of his Apostolic Exhortation «Evangelii Nuntiandi », 
the Holy Father chose to evoke Mary, .the star of evangelization (n. 
82). It is she who contemplated in the depths of her heart the mys­
tery of her Son (see Luke 2: 19 and 51), she who received the first 
outpouring of the Spirit of Pentecost (Acts 1: 14), she who assisted 
in a motherly way the missionary work of the Twelve at the 
Church's dawn. She is by a special title linked to your Communities, 
which formerly bore her name. Do not let anything of her presence 
and her inspiration be lost in your activity of evangelization. " 

Such are the encouragements and the hopes that I am happy to 
address to you, the President of the World Federation, on the part 
of the Holy Father. They are sent to, you, to your immediate col­

. laborators, to your ecclesiastical assistants, to all the participants' 
of the Assembly of Baguio, but also to each of the Christian Life 
Communities scattered throughout the world. To all of you His Ho­
liness sends, as a pledge of an ever more fruitful apostolate, his 
special Apostolic Benediction. 

.Be assured, Mr. President, of my most sincere regards in Our 
Lord. 

+j 






FOREWORD 

The Assembly of ,an international community is often a spec 
ially important 'period in its life. This, both because of 
the "encounter" that it involves, and for tlre IIjourneyl. it 
there makes~ Without a doubt MANILA '76 belongs in the nu:!!!, 
ber of such events, marking and orienting the life of. a 
cOlillIlunity as well as that of its members. 

For sure' the.preparatory effort that, over some months, 
each national federation and each participant imposed on 
themselves played. its· part in the successful outcome of 
these five weeks at Manila and Baguio. And to this one 
must add the speci~l tasks and careful work of the Philip­
pines Federation and of the Executive Council of the World 
Fede~at10n •. So too must be. singled out the cooperation and 
the' sacrifices made by so many members and friends Of CLe 
that mad.e possible such a gathering. The "Solidarity Fund" 
stands out as a moving expression of profound faith in the 
movement's development and of a common effort that shat­
tered all barriers and frontiers. A first result, evident 
from the start: some 180 delegates of 39 countries, drawn 
from the five continents, were. present, ready to commit 
themselves together to 'aq experience that, for the majori ­
ty among them, would last five weeks. 

Faithful to· our vocation 

The threefol"!llation courses, in addition to the triennial 

, Assembly of the General Council, came about not only as a 

rational decision" aimed at profiting to the full from the 


- 3 ' 




fact that all would already be in one 10ca.tion.Beyond 
these oonsiderations of efficiency, this initiative had a- . 
risen as a response to a deep and. widely-felt need: that 
of experiencing .the pedagogy of the .formation that leads 
toOLC. The growth of Christian Life Communities' .in ,the 
course of these last years has taught us that such growth 
must base itself on an experiential gr-asp by their leaders 
of this way of life. There needs to be a global vision and 
an actual experienoe of the journey to be made, along with 
the "know-how" to transmit a pedagogy that, fuses the con­
tentoonveyed with the methodology of the praotioe that 
is pro'posed. Parallel. wi th theredisoovery these last .. few 
years of the speoifioway that is CLC's has gone a. renewal 
<?f creative'efforts in '!he formation of persons and. groups. 
This has made possible such integration of the Spiritual 
,Exeroises with the daily living of people and with the de­
velopment of an apostolio community. 

There was still need, though, for all of us toohallenge 
and oonfront our own eXperienoes information. We, needed 
to. share with eaoh other about them, and to oorroborate 

..the pedagogy that exper.ienoe of this growth process had r,! 
.vealed. Here the experience made at Mariila of ,the two 
oourses{ I and II )offers the wherewithal for an=_assessment 
of thepedagogioal process based on experienoe. Course III 
was geared directly to those who have responsibility ·:for 
OW formation in their federation. Its aim was to prepare 
persons who, identified With the spirituality·and the ped! 
gogy of CW, would be better equipped, to promote this .way 
of living. 

Aooncrete step in mission 

The Gener-al Assembly's theme, POOR WITa CHRIST FOR A BE$­
TER. SERVICE': '!'HE VOCATION OF OLC IN THE CHURCH, was chos­
en as a result ofoonsultation with the'nationalfedera­
tions. It fitted perfeotly into the apo,stolio outloO.kthat 
the preoeding General' Council had already vigorouslyem­
phasized. 

It was a:p. invitation to "take ariOther step".That,peJ'haps, 
of moving from a. generous'will to the ooncrete choices 
that it implied. ,That, perhaps, of moreofa "telt know";' 
ledge" of the path taken by Christ Jesus poor and among 
men. That, perhaps, of discovering in .the ;concre:t;ethe 
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responSibility of' ~ cOlllIlluni ty of tneChurch in the exist~~' 
tial world. ' 

1.'1le experience of. MANILA '16 left in the he.art of .each one 
the call to lithe next step". Each national .delegat1on saW 
the. effort to be made, the work to be done, sO .that the 
CIDs of i t6 ootmtrywouldresp<ttl.d to the grace of Manila. 
As for the worldwide Christian 'Life Community,unquestion­
ablyit broke ,new ground in· 'the strength . Qf ,its :cohesion 
and in its understanding of that ,whichunited it.. But more 
than that,it 'was perh&ps the first time it so CI.early 
felt itspespoIl,s1bilit:y to each member .a.ndto .ai1:l its mem­
bers, and made its own theprobiems o;fall. ,~esharing 
that took place between the :'par,tiei:pants :of Cours.e :II a­
bout the prineipaIneeds cOf their respectiYe·countrJ.:es re­
mains one of the most convincing .proofs of :this. 

* * 
* 

1.'1li-s issue of PROGRESS:tO tries to convey to l"eaderssome­
thing of MANILA "76.. It let.8 partic,ipan.ts themselves speak 
1IIOst of the t1me,giv1ngustheir impressions and 'Voicing 
their expe:rtences'O 'Here ana. there it ,addIS bi'ts o:fint'orma­
tion or reminders that complete,ineo far as they can, 
the overaJ.lpicture of these five weeks. Lastly, itpre­
sants the main orientations taken·by the General Council 
and the new team it h.'as mandated to put th.en:i into effect. 

Our hope is that the impressions, the eJ(p:eriences, the in­
formation which this issuebr';ings may help yOil ·to illive" 
or to "relin" a little the ttencoun:ter" ana the II journey" 
that were MANILA 976. If they do, we will have reaSQ1l to 
rejoice and perhaps to hear that 'Filipino greeting - IlMA_ 
BUHAI" - which conta.insthe bttst wi1;3hes that you could of­
fer to anyone. 

Jotse (Rome) 
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Course I 

IEXPERIENOING TIW OW WAY OF LIFE I 

'rogive our.iw.pressions of Oourse I, Manila '76, 
means to desoribe what we felt during eaoh moment of that 

. experienoe. .And there will be mSlly' things that were felt 
but th8.t oannot easily be put down on paper.' 

From the time we . feU Manila for Baguio we oould 
sense already what the atmosphere of Course I would be. 
A oli~te of joy and. friendship prevailed from the m1riute 
we .began our bus trip of six hours, and this wasthe.best 
means for furthering unity between all the partioipants. 
Fo~ already, though we oame from different parts of the 
world, and had diff~rent languages, oultures and oustoms, 
we had a oommon ideal, and this overoame all the rest. Arid. 
we were ooming together there atthi's moment beoause we 
held too a oommonobjeotive:"to meet' eaoh other and Christ 
living.in eaoh other" and lito share about and learn more a 
bOut our way of life".' ­

When we notioed the atmosphere inwhioh our exohanges 
were taking plaoe, we knew that the aotion of the Lord 
would certainly fBIl on fertile soil, sinoe the hearts of 
all were open to receive ;t•. 

After that lO.:rig trip we reached Baguio, to be our 
home' fOl"theduration of our sessions. Arriving at that 
house set high on·.ahUl ab()ve .the oity,was like breath~g 
the Lord's presence in every direction one looked. And now 
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it was time to begin the first lap of the course:. The Spi~ 
ltual Exercises. We could talk much about them .and say ve~ 
y little; we prefer to say little and to live :them more. 
Certainly to open our hearts to Christ and to see that Be 
loves me and to ask .that we love .him with our whole hearts 
(and not just our heads) was something grand. One might 
suppose that such an experience .is a common and ordinary 
one. But the fact is that feeling that love is something 
whichfulfills and surpasses completely all our expecta­
tions. 

When ·we become aware of the whole series of barriers 
that we place to that love, how can we fail to accept som~ 
thing so wonderful,. and that is freely given us? More than 
that, to feel our ·faults and our guilt gives us a real joy 
and interior force, since we realize that to face ourselves 
as we are with. our failures is the first step toward over-·. 
coming them in the Lord. For us the Spiritual Exercises 
meant really meeting Christ again in our lives. 

After the experience of those eight days we had the 
opportunity to share in community experiences with the ot~ 
ers. For this we formed work groups with those with whom 
we were living the different stages of life of a communi­
ty. 

Seeing and studying the development of a community in 
one week does of course.have real limitations. But it is a 
very'suitable way of experiencing and getting a general i­
dea of the distinctive steps involved in building a commu­
nity. But for us the most interesting thing was the specif 
ic ways in which the dynamic of the Spiritual Exercises' i; 
related to the various facets of a community's life. 

In this part of the course we.sawthe close and un­
breakable relationship existing between C10 and the Spiri­
tual Exercises. Exchanging between persons from different 
cultures about C10 experiences let us see that our spiritu 
ality is not something rigid but is applicable to the par= 
ticular situations of each country and each group of per­
sons. 

In the course of this second portion of the Course 
there surfaced in the work groups all those elements that 
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'tend tQ shape community-ute.Some of 'them, we saw,'clearly, 
werethese: " , 
- international. tensions or frictions 
- leadership 
-times of intimate community sharing 
..; evaiuations of wha.t has been done•. 
So'too our attention focused especially on the method of' 
making iii. personaldisc9I"llInent with the help of the commu­
nity, and on the way to draw up a plan of action in the 
face of a conoreteproblem. 

So at:bhe end of the course all the partioipants left 
filled. with ideas and enthusiasm. in the measure, too, 
that we worked together, we were a,t every moment growing 
in knQwledge, understanding and affection for eaoh other. 
'l'b.at is why when we finished the 15-day oourse, though we 
were very tired, we Were also happy. For we had met new 
friends and in particular one new, great anduncond1tionaJ. 
friend : CHRIST. 

Diego and Santiago (Chile) 

* * 

* 
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Course II 

.. 

COME AND SEE • 
THEN 

GO AND AC~ 

Beautiful music with lights playing on fountains set 
a good tone for the CLOmembers who arrived at Manila 
Airport on Tuesday, July 27, to begin Course II. The large 
posters and Manila'76 shirts which the welcoming Filipinos 
wore made us feel at home from t~e start. There was a 
.further warm welcome for us at the Apostolic Centre where 
the CLO offices are, and in no time we had found our rooms 
and had got a tast.e of F'ilipino food ap,d discovered that 
water Was not always available for the necessary ablu­
tions! 

To quote from the preparatory mailing for Course II: 
'IIThis course, like Course It is an intensive experience of 
the CLC way o,f lifeo It gives a large plaoe to reflection 
on our sooialcommitment and toohallenging our manner of 
being 'on mission' with and :for Christ who "identified 
Himself with the poor". 

The build-up of the course is easily understood in the 
light of the goal as given.above I 

*' Getting to know each other. Reflecting again on the CLC 
,way of life; . 

*.Mission - the.ai!li of our CLC's; 
it Sharing our perSonal experience of working with the 

poor; presenting with' visual aids the:;locial needs and 
problems of,our.variouscountries;

* A three-day insertion into the poorer sections of Ma­
nila. Porth1s experieilce wewel"e divided into about H 
groups of 4"'!5 people each with a Filipino cre guide. 
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INSERTION 

I can' only speak in this sho'rt account of myowh 
experience and my own reaction to it.The l1v~g conditions 
of the people in the squatter area my group visited area~ 
palling. Vast numbers of people live in tiny make-shift 
houses.·of mainly wood and tin;, where privacy simply does 
not exist and there is aemi-darloiess all the time; where 
there are open sewers and toilet facilities are.primitive; 
where many houses are built on reclaimed swampy ground ac­
cessible only by means of a cat-walk. Very few of these 
houses have running water. For practically all the people 
water has:to be paid for by the bucket and carried often 
considerable distances by young children. Personal experi­
ence of such conditions really jolted me. 

And yet in the very midst of this extreme poverty we 
were privileged to meet extraordinarily beautiful and com­
petent people. The Filipino CLO's had been in touch in ad­
vance with all the areas which our groups were due to vis­
it. Not only did the people agree to receive us, they did 
so with open arms,witha warmth and .. simplicity that real... 
ly touched us. The area which we visited is very highly 
organised. In the early 70's when the squatters rea.lised 
that 'they needed to organise in order to protect them­
selves and to obtain what was their due in terms ofreasoE, 
able living conditions and security, they were offere,d the 
help of a social worker by the World Council of Churches. 
This social worker from Seattle certainly did a tremendous 
job .among them. The people were not only vocal about their 
situation,they grasped all the ins and outs of it ,and were 
able to put forward their own case both eloquently and 
reasonably. They are not a violent people. They only seek 
what they rightly feel is their due as Filipino Citizens: 
their., own plot of land. on which to build their own houses 
within reasonable distance of the place where thet m!ike 
their living. They strenuously object to those in authority 
making plans to 'cure'their problems without paying any 
heed to the· wishes, and ,genuine needs of the people them­
selves. 

Despite. their being so well organised in.the area'and 
the strength that goes with standing together, these tens 
of thousands of poor people feel very helpless in the,face 
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ofa government that sometimes does not seem to o.are'about 
them as people. In this situation they feel very muoh that 
international opinion is one of·, their greatest supports. 

For many of us CLO members, our insertion into this 
kind of.situation sharpened our awareness of the .entire 
Asian reality. The living oonditions of the.se people truly. 
shookedus.01:l.theotherhand, their happines::J trulyainazed 
us.We were amazed too by the leaders that had. emerged ;from 

. among them, by their ability tooritioally examine their 
own situation, run their own .seminars,faoe up to government 
directives that on oooasion resulted. in the imprisonment 
of their members. An extremely oonsoling aspect of the 
whole situation in this land where 8~of the people live 
in dire poverty is the faot that here the Church has e­
merged in recent years as the ohampion of the poor - the 
voice for justice that refuses to be silenced. 

Apart from being very impressed by the quality and 
oQmmitmentof the leaders of the squatters,we were greatly 
impressed also by the quality of the. C10 members who were 
our gu.ides during those days of insertion., The 'young teach 
er who was our guide was exquisitely sensitive both to the 
people whom we visited and to our feelings in the situa­

'tion.We oould not but note in her,as in the 'other FilipillO 
members, a tremendous appreoiationofthe Spiritual Exer­
cisesand a real skill in using theirdynaml0 in helping 
others to develop and respond to the .caliof, God in their 
lives. This brought home to us very powerfully how easy it 
is to adapt the specifio spirituality ofC1Oto any cultu!: 
al.situation. 

ANALYSIS AND REFLECTION 

* After our 3 days of insertion we· were given an 00­
jectiveanalysis oftha Philippine situation by .FrJ.Dohe~ 
ty, a very oompetent sooiologist. Fr Jose Blanoo spoke to 
us on the role of the Church and of Christians in bringing 
about a just.order•.And Ronnie Vilbgas presented to us the 
response, of the Filipino CLOs. In being faoed" wi th the. 
Church's·, and CLOts, commitment to fight for justioe tor 
all in the Philippines, I found myself oha.l.lengedimmediatjt 
ly to see to what extent I and our Ctc's ~ Ireland were 
colllinitted to the same struggle on the Irish scene. 
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* Our final day was devoted to reflecting togeth~r, 
mainly in our'small groups, on the situation df our own 
CLe, ,in the area 'Of mission. One sentence that1ings out 
loud and clear in my mind is: "No mission,no CLen ~ This is 
saying in'other words what the Spiritual Exercises are all 
about.We strive by the grace ofthe5pirit 'to become total 
ly free for the service of others. Our CLes must never 'be 
conf'ortable, tinward-looking'.groups, but apostolic com­
munities ever burning with, an urgent desire to share with 
others what they themselves have received. 

I found this course extremely helpful. I know that 
some found it very taxing. Many of us were not used to wa­
ter scarcity, to the oppressive heat of monsoon condi­
tions:, to the hordes of mosquitoes, to sleeping 4-5 in a 
room, to a rice and fish diet very different from what we 
were used to!Desp1te the distress caused by such things we 
had no major calamities. All of us survived for the 6-hoUr 
bus journey to Baguio, to begin our retreat. And what a 
climb that,was -more than 5,000 feet! 

While I had very little time to think in advance of 
the guided retreat, I found I was in very good 'condition' 
for the 8 days alone with the Lord and my guide • Despite 
the many days during which we found ourselves enveloped in 
cloud and rain, the atmosphere of prayer and earnest 
seeking' of the will of the Lord during the retreat was 
inspiring•••• During these days all of us seemed, to feel a 
deeper call of Christ inviting us to a greater integration 
of life to a better service. ' 

This is the first course of its kind which the World 
Federation has sponsored. I wish to express my sincere 
gratitude to them for it, especially to the Guiding Team of 
Jose Gsell, Fr. Jose Blanco and Fr. Claude' Flipo. With 
suitable modifications I thiPk that similar courses can be 
organised by national or regional federations. 

Val (Ireland) 
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I DlPImSSIOIfS 0If $ SROOm>. COURSE' 

No one who did the second course can possibly return home 
without a deep impression of the wonderful work the Church 
in the Philippines is doing in 'the cause of Justice and 
in the work for the underprivileged. And, of course in 
this work theC10 has a very important role. The problems 
facing the Philippines are perhaps not unlike the problems 
in so many third world countries but there the Church is 
doing something to support the oppressed. 

Now the question for us all 'is: What does Christ want me 
to do? On my return home, the newspapers were full of'the 
pending trial of Bishop Lamont.who had openly defied the 
strict security and counter~insurgency laws. Was this de­
fiance for us C10 members? Much discernment is needed in 
this delicate situation. 

Denis (Rhodesia) 

( ••• ) This short social exposure experience was possi­
ble . due to the involvement of a number of PhilipJ?ines 
OLO members in development. They work with the. poor in 
cooperatives, schQol~,dispensaries, etc., an~ spot there 
the men and women who appear to be natural leaders. The 
CLOs then suggest to them a period of formation, or help 
them to express themselves, or.show them through the Bible. 
how God has always wanted the liberation of men and de­
sires it today, or finally,prod,them to acquire a politi,:", 
cal, social and economic awareness of their si'tuation. And 
this effort--of, at one and the same time, political and 
religious liberation - we saw operative in the slums. We 
were all struck by the welc()me reserved for uS:,there where 
we expected distrust, "ill-feeling, resignation, we found 
courtesy, smiles,loveand sharing.And in these small gras~ 
roots cOllununities with their alert and aware leaders, hope 
and the will to change the 8ituation were evident in spite 
of the deprivation, the unhealthy surroundings, the under­
nourishment ••• -Truly Christ' was among them! ( ••• ) 

Catherine (France) 
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General Assembly 

'l!here were 153 of u~ OLe members-tho~h,if one adds 
staff, translators and part~cipantsin the courses only, 
the nUmber ca~e close to 200--who gathered,. t~at night of 
August 14 in Baguio, Philippines, for the Seventh General 
Assembly of the World Federation. But to us the opening 
session was, in a sense, a continuation rather than a be­
ginning. For the extensive ari~ varied preparation asked of 
us had given us all some acquaintance with the Asse~bly's 
theme and concerns. And three-fourths of us haq already 
lived together the sixteen deep and demanding days of 
Courses I or II. Not surprisingly, then, we slipped eal:li­
ly, that first evening and .the day that followed, into the 
Assembly's atmosphere .and concerns. 

1- Getting Our Feet Get 

We were very warmly welcomed by the Philippines OLe 
president, and inspired--and challenged--by the messages 
of Church and OLe leaders, some spoken, some written, and 
by the opening talk of Roland Calc.at, our president.A good 
night'·s sleep in the cool( though rainy) climate of Baguio. 
and we were ready to begin. A lively ."meet-your-neighbor" 
exercj,.se gave the new arrivals, the Course I people, and 
those of; Oo~rse II, a good,chance to meet eaoh other--or, 
in more. than a few, oases, to renew OLe friendships made at 
Augsburg in '73 or many years before. 
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Atter mastering the intricacies of thesimuJ.taneous 
translation system (Eilglish, French, Spanish, ) we listened 
with interest to Jose Gsell's summary of OLe life and 
activity·for the three tears preceding,with short accounts 
of the wol;'k of each of the commissions, given by their 
chairpersons, . built into her presentation, which made it 
rather interesting. Another report told us how our World 
Federation stood financially~still solvent, but. with need 
of firmer support.And,meeting for the first time in stable 
small language-groups of 8-9 persons (each drawn from at 
least 6 differentcountri.es), we became better acquainetd, 
especially with the persons and federations represented in 
our own group. And that evening we relaxed sswe enjoyed 
the incredible artistry and beauty of the native Filipino, 
danoes of the region. We had broken the ioe. 

II - Probi~the Theme 

, The next three days were spent.exploring the Assem­
bly's theme: Poor with Christ for a Better Service : The 
Vooation of oro in the Mission of the Church, a prooess 
unexpectedly aided by the somewhat spartan acoommodations 
and our periodio problems with water and §Space. We taokled 
the theme. in three steps: the world's ohallenge today, the 
Church's mission in that world, the CLe response as our 02­
operation in that mission. Each of the three days began 
by an introduotion to the topiC, with the three speakers 
ooming from the Philippines, the United States, Mexico. 
After a period of silent reflection on the talk with the 
help of a few leading questions, we met in our small 
groups,first to sh$re our J;"eflections, then to try to find 
common group • 

. Later in the afternoon, in general assembly, the 
groups (half one day, half the next) presented to us the 
key elements of their approaoh, With some opportunity for 
reaotions . from the floor, though time kept these to a 
minimum. ~achevening, too, Father Horaoio de la Oosta led 
us in a kind of synthesis-evaluaUon of the day-where 
we'd been and where we wereheaded--and different OLe 
members offered us some simple points, in line with the 
morrow's theme, to stimulate our personal prayer next mora 
ing. 
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Ofoourse, being a onoe-in-three-years .gathering of 
the world .Christian lIifeCornmunity, Manila '76 provided 
o.ooasion too for a variety, crf other events or .' aspeots 
more-or-less closely allied, !lith the Assembly. Each of the 
five oontinents' delegations met to exohangeabout its 
speoial oonoerns;and, withoutexoeption~these gatherings 
evinoeda. gr~wing awareness of ,the values of regional oom­
munioation and collaboration. A special meeting of married 
members with YO'UIlgchildrenunderlined the ne'ed for great­
er, effort to develop this sector ofCLe. A gathering on 
"twinning" provided a forum forexchaio.ges on experienoes 
of federations involved 'in suoh arrangements, and stimu­
lated the growing desire.for.YiiderinterIiationalexc~ 
es. At their request, Hong Kong delegates explored in a 
free-ranging exchange with other interested delegates how 
they should prepare for ohanges that may lie ahead for 

. them. One meeting presented the ;apostolio bhallengeoi 
fered by United Nations concerns. And probably the.re were 
others too, that I've forgotten. 

Naturally, CLe youthdelegatesmet-twioe, in fact. 
Not on:l.yto exchange about what they'd been doing, but to 
choose themselves' the two youth delegates from each conti­
nent to make up for the next three years the. Youth Commis­
sion, l;a,s well as to make their reoommendations for the Co!, 
mission's chai:r:person. !alen, under their new _leadership, 
they met again to plan and to suggest .for the years ahead•. 

And, . specially, the songfe.stival.Fortwo long even­
ings CLe delegations of the various countries orregions 
regaled us w:lththeirnative songs and dances, so strikin& 
ingly reflective of the richness and variety of each cul.­
ture. . 

Perhaps, too, this is the place fOr a word, on the li,! 
urgies. They formed, ·as was fitting, an integral part of 
the program, closely reflecting eaoh day's theme, a cele­
bration of what as .Christians we had lived. And the rich 
variety . of languages -(easily a dozen) appearing in the 
songs and petiti9ias, the warm sense of community , and ,the 

.world apostol1c vision .expressed in the prayers, gavestri 
king proof of,What a truly international community CLOis: 
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IV .. DaT of Decision 

~e·fourth day was the one the others had been point­
ing to. The national delegations, most .of whom had met, 
(sometimes often)· before arri:ving at :8aguio;or at 1ea.st at 
the Assembly itself, met'now to prepare any questions, ob­
servations or recommendations they wished to· present to 
the Assembly. These they .aired before· the general assem­
bly. During a period,' delegates had a chance to pose ques­
tions to the Executive Council. The Activities and Finan­
cial Reports were approved. And then, the elections ••• 

Already several months before, data on the candidates 
and their replies to 1eadirig questions had been in the 
hands of delegates. At Baguj.o, not only were the candi­
dates publicly introduce~, but a !pecia1 time was allotted 
in which participants could meet and exchange with them. 
Using an approach that included silent prayer and then a 
last deliberation of nationa.1 delegations before .each 
vote, there.were elected in turn the president, vice-pres! 
dent, secretary, and t~easurer. The three consultors, cho­
sen in the past by a single ballot, . were now, at the wish 
of some delegations, each elected separate1y,the idea. being 
to offer electors a better chance to give a certain ba1.... 
ance to the CounCil as a whole. There was question at one 
point of the precise election procedure, but otherwise the 
elections proceeded smoothly. As usual, the new Council 
elected was truly international, drawn from four differ­
ent continents. 

Our new president, who is Marte Vinzons of the Phili~ 
pines, then gave a Bhort address, sharing with the delegates
his hopes and p1ans.He ohal1epged us by saying that, though 
we were all quite tired (most had by now spent three 
demanding weeks at Baguio), yet in our commitment to the 
service o£ others, and espeoial1y of the poor, there would 
be need to beoomeyet more tired in the years ahead. Last­
ly, the Assembly was given an oral SUllL'!l8.ry of the oonc1u­
sions and orientations that emerged from both the work of 
the small groups and tha.t of the national federations (a 
fuller, wr:i:tten acoo.unt of this will be sent to us 1ate;r). 
And we olosed, £itting1y., witll the Eucharist. 
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v - Looking Back and Looking Ahead 

Itw~sa pacl$:e\lweek,theAssembly. Looking back now, 
how do~s it appear, taken ae a. w~ole? We are still·'. too 
oloseto it to see it well, and, too. reactions are sure 
to differ sotnewhat. But it does seem clear thatt;he partis:. 

. ipants generalliwere very happ;1 with the theme, liked too 
the 'way it was approached: the world,the Church's mission, 
CLC'spartin thatl'nission. All were pleased too that, 
thanks .tothe'Solidarity Fund, the Assembly was so broadly 
representative of the world OW reality. And most seemed 
to feel the gathering manifested a climate of prayer, of 

OONTINENTA:J:,GATHERINGS.Clearly evident at Manila· '76 
was a growing continental sense:in each of the 5 con 
tinental ~eetings held during the Assembly one felt 
this desire' for more sharing of information and per­
sonnel between neighboring countries,this need for a 
greater coordination and collaboration. For th'e Afri 

.' can delegations, it was the first such meeting, and 
ev(}r'y one of the 15 delegates from 6 countries of 
Africa and Madagascar present took part.With the atd 
of'English-French translation, they shared their a­
,chievements, their problems,. their hopes. They found 
their situati,onsvery different,yet alike too in the 
fact that in all their countries OLe is as yet in 
its early stages, either making a first start,· or 
renewing older groups, or expanding gradually from 
the youth totlle adult level. They felt a strong need 
for OLe formation, and believe regional or national 
formation coursesma.y be part of the. answer.And they 

. stressed, tllei.rdesire for help from the World, Feder.! 
tio):1 and its organs in personnel and materials so 

" t-hat the swiftiy-developingChurch of Africa and Mad 
agascar may ba served by a gradually-maturing conU= 
nental CID movem~nt. 

earnest-searching to~ether for what the.Spirit.desires of 
our worldwideCllristian... LifeColll.llIWlity at this til'ne. There 
were, of course,tlio.Ughtful questions raised by some. Were 
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. . . 
ali delegates' as knowledgeable and experienced in CW as 
was desirable? Was the program. flexible. enough? Could time 

. have been allotted for the conclusions and recol!Ullendations 
(of the Smau groups and of the national federations) to 
be graduallY' refined into a; few keY' orientations, then to 
be voted on bY'the Assem.bly-? Did the packed program. allow 
enough time for informal contacts? Good questions to pon· 
der on and pray-over.' Yet, all in all, almost all of 'us 
who experienced Manila '76 felt,. I believe, that the Assem 
blY' . had been much blessed bY' the Lord, and that in it the 
World CW Federation had taken an important forward step. 

As now we look ahead to the next three years, certain 
emphases of the AssemblY' of Bagui.o . will surelY' have their 
effect. Our . commitment to justice for the poor will and 
must be stronger, more energetiC. After Bag'U.io, we are as 
a world movement m\1.ch more keenlY' aware of' our life sty-Ie, 
and that weare followers of Christ poor.More clearly' than 
ever, too, bY' its Witness and decision, did the.:. AssemblY' 
make clear that the CWwaY' is, based upon the Spiritual E~ .' 
ercises. And .the three weeks--or, if one includes Course 
III, the five weeks-that so many- of us spent together in 
close living and sharing, has, I believe, far more even 
than we realize, brought. us much further along the road to 
becoming in truth One worldwide Christian CollllIlUDi~Y'. And 
at the same time, made us feel the desire and need for, 
and helped us begin to see the'means to,a much greater con 
tinental and rMional collaboration. And more and more 
clearlY', too, I believe,-and 1'iIanilaf. '76 was bOth an ex­
pression and a deepening of this--we see how and whY' Our 
Lady is the perfect model of that collaboration in themis 
sion of Christ which is what above all CW aims at. ­

Nick (ROme) 

IIMPRESSIONS OF TIlE GElIEBAL ASSEMB.Lyl 

Although this is mY' third Generai.Assemb1Y', I still am 
amazed at the easY' waY' in which we all come together and 
mixe ,The difference in baclcground and culture seem· to 
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matte:r, 11ttlewhen,:we a,:re ga.·theredtogethertodQ the 
, workc)'f Chr:i;sta'smember oftheChr:i.stianLifeCommuni.... 
ties •. 

My own group, where we shared the theme 9fthe day, came 
from al.l over ·theworld. ASia was well represented but 

HONG :KONG EXCHANGE. Can one t s 'CLe brQthersfrQm Qther 
oountries helpQne understand and respond to' a.situa.... 
tiQn in .Qnet=a Qwn? The 4 HQng.KQng delegates, a rath.... 
ar yoUng grQup, thought SQ. Their. prQblem: how oan we 
HQng KQng CtC members prepare for, and adapt to', the 

. vastly changed sooiQ ....political. situatiQn that almQst 
oertainly li.es'aliead·fQr us? They felt they received' 
bQth light and strength 'frQm the infQrmal. meeting 
with.35 Qf the delegates that resulted, beinghelped 
to' . see better both thelimit.atiQns· and possibilities 
in a ~~ging situatiQn. They felt a deeper trust in 
the Spirit, readier to' face the uncertain filture.with';" 
out illusiQns but lasQ withQutdiscQuragement. Thee 
.rest Qf the partiCipants seemed to' g~.as much, in 
theirdeeper'unders~anding and sympathy with a fellQw 
natiQnal. CQIIlmunity. Perhaps;tQQ, in a lived exper­
ienoe af how their Qwn, national. federatiQns might 
mQVe ·tQwards the discerning of apQstQlio priQrities, 
the cal.l Qf Christ's missiQn in tlie oonorete, in 
their own oQuntries. 

al.l the Qther areas were present. Alas the language bar­
rier did nQt' disappear but still a lQt Qf oommun1oati.on 
was aohieved. ·Fr. HQraoio de laCQstats t~k was for me 
Qne of .the highligh.ts. Indeed I think we all IQQked fQl"'" 
ward to' hisayntheses and interventiQns•. We "gQt what we 
wanted and wanted what we gotH. 

The pace Q~ the.Assembly,as ~lways, was fast. HQwever Qn 
the last afternQQn. a.s the new system. Qf VQting fQr the 
Exe.outive dragged on,' the wisdQm Qf i tbecame olear' and 
thQugh tired, we ended Qur Assembly Qn a. very happy nQte. 

Denis· (RhQdesia.) . 
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MY FIRS~INVOLV'EMEN~ IN 1'J{E 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF OUR FEDERATION 

For CLCmembers like myself who had not yet .~ arl:1' 
opportunity of attending and participating ina CLOGe­
heral Council of the World Federation, this year's parti­
.cipation in the General Assembly held ih Manila and Ba­
guioin the Philippines from the 27th ,;,TtJl.y to' the 30th 
August, was a wonderful experience. 

~o find yourself in thecomparl:1' of two hundred other 
C10 members from forty different countries from'the five 
continents of the world and be able to live withthem for~c 
a few weeks ina community of love through shared pray­
ers, reflection periods, group diScussions, the sharing 
of the EUcharist as well as during meal times and mid­
morning coffee breaks, was indeed an exceptional oppor­
tunity of true ChristianLife Community living. ­

~e happiness permeating the General Assembly ses­
Sions, the deep spiritUal encounter With Christ that ma­
ny of us had during the Spiritual Exercises we made on 
Formation Courses I or II, the profound sense of brother­
hood we experienced during·· the shared prayer sessions we' 
had regularly in our smSll groups, . all this left avery 
lasting impression which many of us will cheri.abo.for ':r,ears 
to come. 

~e theme of this year's General World Assembly: 
"Poor with Christ for a better servicett, truly necessita­
ted the setting of a third world countrY. And the Philip­
pines was an ideal place to hold.it, being a countrY' 
consisting of a·~ rich minority and.a 9~ poor majority. 
~e Philippine setting enabled us to witness from close 
quarters the misery and poverty of.many people living in 

,the 'Squatters' ,area of the SlUn1s in Manila. 
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Through the social.. 'insertion experience' in the 
slums of Manila that those of 'us on Formation Course 2 
had, we had the privilege of making friends with some of 
the slum dwellers - poor in terms of material wealth, but 
rich indeed in terms of human warmth,. friendliness and 
affection, with a genuine sense of'openess and a great 
simplicity of ~nner and behaviour. . 

For me, this eXperience left a deep impression. I was 
struck and edified by the genuine concern, friendliness 
and warmth shown to us by a group of women from the "Squat 
ters Community" in the very de~ressing slummy a.rea.around 

1iARRIED COUPLES' MEETING. Surfacing often at Manila 
was the feeling that. more attention needs to be. given 
to Ctc a~ong married people. One result was the spec­
ial meeting <me might of married CLe members, in a 

. particular way. those with young children. Among the 
25 or 30 taking part, representatives from Japan, the 
United States and France were especially prominent in 
the exchanges, though a dozen countries were present. 
From actual experiences of coUntries and members, the 
participants searched for c.oncrete means to make more 
practically' possible the wider involvement of young 
married couples in CLeformation programs, assemblifls, 
courses, retreats. The group felt keenly that, since 
most of the world's adult population, is made up of inS!: 
ried people, they should be. much more broadly repre­
sented in the membership and leaderElhip'of CLe (Gener­
al Assembly, Executive Council, commissions, etc.) • 

. There was a desire, too, that specific family con­
cerns-abortion, .the consu..-nersociety, sharingCLe va.! 
ues with the family, etc~ receive more attention in 

"'------'"---_-CLC. ____~--_---------l 

Makati in Manila.~ere was a great deal I learnt from the 
sense of generosity, with which. theY,slaare the little they 
possess with oth~rs, and the'warm welcome they gave us in 
their modest one-roomed 'house bare of furniture or other 
comforts. 

The remo'te preparation o:f the participants given them 
through preparatory mailings from the World Secretariat 
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which started in December 1975 and continued steadily 
right up to June 1976, contributed considerably to the 
great success of Manila '76. The documents on the theme 
of "Poor with Christ for a 'better service" -ranging from 
articles as "Waste among Some, Starvation among others. 
Why?",to the documents of Pope Paul VI and the World Synod 
of Bishops on peace and justice in- our World today, helped 
to orientate us better for the various themes that were 
expounded in the course of the basic programme of the Gen­
eraJ,.Assembly itself, na'llely: the World today, the Mis­
sion of the Church iri the World today, the Response of the 
Christian Life Communit~:es. 

The outcome of our reflections and deliberation~ on 
these themes during the General Assembly -in Manila and 
Baguio provided the individual National Federations as 
well as the World Federation with the thrust for our mis­
siOn in Christian -Life Community for~the next three 
years. A strong desire was experienced by many of us to 
assume a simpler life-style and a closer identification 
with Christ poor., At the same time we also experienced 
an urgent need to align our solidarity - with the poor of 
the world today in their aspirations for greater justice. 

On our arrival back in our own respective countries, 
it will be now our major task to start planning seriously 
our CLe plan of action on a national level with the Mani­
la 1976 theme "Poor with Christ for a Better Service"very 
much in our mind. 

May Mary, our blessed mother, help us in our-endeavour 
in the coming three years! 

-Helen _(Malta) 

REFLEXIONS ON THE MANILA '76 ASSEMBLY _ 


To get a pictur'e of the -Assembly of Manila '76, , the 
reader needs more than just to understand this article. He_ 
needs to feel Manila '76, for a-good part of-it relates to 

. ~thisaspect. 
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· For the same reason o'ne camiotfailto. mention the 
two courses:that pr~ceded it,sincethey gave to it a epe.£ 
ial flavor., The experience people had in' these courses of 
socialinsertion~ community andtheSpirit~ Exercises, 
created an atmosphereth£i;,t was warmer, more real, more 'op­
en to ,the will of God; it "as something more than a simple 
participation. It ~asnot an assembly such as one might 
find in political, economic, and other fields, but some­
thing more: it was a world community. 

A world CO:D.l1'lL"lity that, in spite of the differences 
in culture, 'social situations, mentalities, etc., was felt 
and still is felt in the unity experienced in Manila '76. 

, This needs to be stressed, for, above and beyond the ten­
sions and. differences that were present, all" the federa­
tions ide,ntified the;'!\selves with the conclusions arrived 
at. Even more. they were onein.a common spirit of support 
and of service. At tim~s such unity, can passun,noticed, 
and yet it is a very striking expression of the fact that 
God is &!1l0ng us. 

! .felt the development of the theme (world, Church, 
CLC) helped to make our experienoe a concrete one.' As a re 
suIt, the. words of Manila'76 were for us words of life, 
of practical application, and this assured us of their va­
lidi ty. 

Beyond doubt Manila '76 marked a step in g1V1ng direc 
tion to our com:nunities•.A direction that produced a "rest 
less· openness". It situated and concretized for us' the 
who,the where and the how of.poverty.It gave .it more em­
phasis, so that it C&!lle to occupy for us the place it rea! 
ly ought to have in our communities and in thei.r life. And 
it made us concerned and anxious to apply what we learned. 
It. made us open, because the approach did not fall into 
the error frequently :nade,that of presenting a simple and 
well-marked-out itinerary to be talten.. Most of the work to 
be done, most. of our expectations, are rooted and situated 
in the na,tional federations. That is where poverty in ser­
vice and for a better service must be implemented. 

The conclusion that . a e-reater social insertion is 
needed is one of:t;he most.impottarit coming from the Assem­
bly. This stance in faVor of solidarity with the poor is 
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also an index of the degt'ee of evolution ·of ourcomm:cmi~ 
ties, in buil.dil:lg a kingdom of justice, 10V'eandpeace. A 
"confo~ist.. World Federa.tion would not-have pleased me; 
nor did I see such a federatior,t,.for clearly it would not 
have pleased anyone ~lse there. 

J.oined· to this was the inte~a1fion of' a Cleeper spir­
itual~ty, so .ssto make us effective instruments of ~the 

. love that makes us possible, thatis·truth, that leads us 
to our fulfil~ent, ,which is the love of God. I~this 
sense the physiognomy of our Federation became better 
marked,ss shown in the conclusions as regards Mal7 .and the 
Spiritual Exercises. 

INTERNATIONAL CONCERNS. Several events linked with Ma­
nila '76 showed a gro~ing-though still quite limited 
--international concern. •• . A proposal· for "reverse 
mission", stressing the contribution that Third World 
members could make to the sensitizing of the developed 
world by thej;I' presence· and activity, stirred much in­
teI'est. Though the Assembly, not fully satisfied. with 
the proposal's form. and WOI'diDg, did not pass it, it 
did ask the Executive Council to see how best to ;fur­
ther the main thrust ·of the proposal••• Led by Betty 
Leone and 3 other Course II . participants, an effort 
was made to inform delegates of some questionable as­
pects of the coming International Monetary Fund meet 
in Manila (lavish preparations, displacement of ~ban 
and rural poor by IMP projects)and to urge appropriate 
action by their national groups••• Perhaps as signif­
icant: 4 or 5 different· national federations or small 
groups suggested an International Affairs':commission 
be set up, so as to stimulate greater effort of the· 
World Federation in the int.ernational apostolate. 

On the other hand, we :must not fail to recognize that 
in the course of <the Assembly there arose some tensions 
that at times gave way to· a certain "parliamentarismll • We 
know such tensions .can be a source of growth if we allow 
them to maD.ifest·themselves. Butone·can ask oneself to 
what .extent such tensions are natural, or are rather the 
product of prejudices due to lack of communication, lack 
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of openn~ss~ laok 'of understanding-in. a word"Iaoll: ofd~.!! 
oernment? Clearlydifloernment,bothperson.aJ.and oOm:nuni­
tarian,ne-eds tQ' reoeive.moreattention ··at the:bAtionaI 
and 1nternational levels. 

I have the impression that. the tensions of Manila '76 
helped us to grow, and that we Willoontlnue togr{)w be­
oause of a greater maturity that reaches its fullness in 
disoernm$nt. For example, I feel that we made oonsiderable 
progress in our handling .of tensions at Manila '76, and 
thatw~ need to· make more by . searohing for a struoture 
that wlllbe effeotive yet balanoed, .andwitn the freedom 
neoessary to keep growing in. opetmessto the signs of .the 
t1mes•.But there exists the risk or the temptation to ore­
ate struotures or direotives that are not neoes!5lary and 
thatoanoblige federations to serve these structures when 
they ought to serve for a more effeotive evangelization• 
.I feel that we have struotures of serVioe,oreated by us 
and for us. 

Another possible souroe of disunity and "parllamenta­
rismtl is the system of eleotions. Personally t feel that 
the arrangement of aseoret vote is not helpful for the 
l:!uilding' of a worldoonununity in the true sense, a world 
body. One may ask whether we all agree on the reasons for 
this, or wh'ether it is time for a.n.oth~r type ofeleotion, 
suoh as open voting, eto., that might makeua become more 
of a oommunity. 

It is neoessa):'y', then, that we all feel ourselvesmem, 
bers of this world community So as to be· " Churoh ".A Church 
that respo:rids and is aotive there where needed. A Chur.oh 
that moves toward the transformation of the <oonsumer so­
ohty,stamedwlth tneblemisheS of the slums and the"f,! 
velas". A Churoh that "ims at the ohanges needed, in love •. 
This is the Churohthat I felt at Manila '76, a Church a­
ware of itself, a force that sprung and sprouted from each 
of our plenarysesl;lions. A force that leads uSjprods us, 
guides u.s, a force we. know exists already. 

Finally, Manila ,'76 cannot be sUIllllledup iIi just one 
conclusionorQne,vision. It oomprised many facets of life 
that a short acoount like this cannot cover•• ' And we all 
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lmowthatit is each federation which mus1;1ntegrate 1'4E!.n:i­
1a '76 asa .step in its. gt-owtb within its concrete situa­
tion., 

Alvaro (Urugua,y) 

MINDANAO EARTHQUAKE. The devastating eartl1quake .and 
tidal wave that struck the ~outhern PM,lippines ear1y 
in the sessions left its mark indirectly too on Manil­
a '76. Howcou,ld it be otherwise, when this. worst 
earthquake in' Filipino history left 4000 d,ead and 

. Qountless others homeless and with nothing. Two Assem­
bly delegatu were'from the area; and, 'though his f$lll... 
11y was safe, the village of on~ was utterl;y destroy'" 
ed. The delegates responded with energy, collecting 
and sending no·tonly a sizeablesu:ln of money, but di­
vesting themselves of considerable ~ounts of clothes, 
etc. to send to the victims.. It was a heartening e;x­
pression of p:ractice.1,so!:1.darity with those in need, 
an unexpected opport:unity to imple~$ntthe Mani.la'76 
theme. 
AQUINO TRIAL. Anotherc.u.rrent happening, this time 
political, drew the attention of some: t:t:l,e trie.1, of 

. opposition leader Be;nign() Aquino. ~ugh their pres.-. 
ence at one of the trial session!?, several l!1embers 
both exp~esse(l_t1ieir-.:-ow~:L concem_that·,. justice;~l;-e .~don:ef' 
and Sharpened their own. sense of the importance of 
inVolvement by Christians in the political .processes
of their own. coun1;ry. . . . 
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.I DIRECTIONS AND PERSPECTIVES OF THE ASSEMBLY I 

A olear orientation found general aooeptanoe. It oould be 
formulated t,hus : . 

liThe CLOs are aware that they have: rediscovered their 
speoific nature in the path of the Spiritual Exerois- . 
es; this they now confirm.. They confirm too the orien 
tation taken'at Augsburg in favor of a oonunitment. to 
the liberation or' the whole man and of all men. .But 
the continuation 0:(' this direction is now matched by 
the very ,widespl"eadoption of . a preferenCE!'" for the 
poor,an option that must eXpress itself ina,ooncrete 
insertion and a service with and for the poor." 

1) Concerning SERVICE: 

- a clear optiop. "in favor ofthepoor ll in our iife and 
.our apostolate 

- this option is shown by a comluitmentto just:Loe,and 
by a service of and identification w1ththeppol", es­

, peoiaJ.ly by working for .' the establishment of CLOs a­
mong the poorer olasses ., .... 

- a.disoernment :deeds to be done at the ,national levels 
to recognise priorities(in the area of justice), then 
to make the choioes and take the decisions needed and 
to integrate our efforts in an overall pastoral ap­
proaoh. Insisted on is collaboration with other orga­
nismsand. oomritunities, as well as our pels.tionships. 
with the bishops. ' 

-the question of disoernment at the international lev­
el is raised. Might not this be the moment, it.is 
asked, to arrive at a priority (the example given is 
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tliat of hunger ,in the world)?A delegation makes the 
. proposal that. the' ExeeutlveCouncH, after consulting 
.with'member federations', carry out adiscermnent with 
regard to specific world problems. 
insistence on witness in our personal lite, by : 
* a quality of Ufe that expresses the dignity of the 

•human 	person, integratU,!gthe Gospel and the spirit 
of ,the Exercises 

It simplicitt in our life-style and. continual challeUfi 
ing of it . . 

-a strong strel;ls onconsldering attentively and asSis! 
ing in .the creation of and leadership in Christian. 
communities. Underlined. is the reference of. Paul VI 
to the .role of small communities in his letter oIl li­
vangelization•. Meinbers can render the best s,erv1ce in 
this domain by working with the poor in such groups. 

- efforts so that the Church may have a credible image 
" among 	the poor a.ndamong all people 

the support: of the World Federation is asked for ac­
tions of national C10 federations that have beenoare 
fully discerned. There isa deairethat the World Fed 
erationmake 'itself heard among the hierarchy, and 
that it take' positions where neoessary in the public 
forum, ·especially 'as.a. non-governmental organiza.tion 
represented at the United Nations. . 

2) Concerning FO~1ATION 

The insistence on formation is very widespread. It re­

flects a concern to consolida.te the efforts of the last 

3 years by putting a strong accent on its being rooted 

inconorete situations and in. an insertion in the poorer 

seotors. 

Conorete requests and proposals are the following: 


spread of Formation Courses I and II within this gen­
eral framework;prollloting a total formation, includ­
ing sensitizing and the socio-pOlitical . dimension 
speoial attention to the formation of C10leaders 
setting up a .formation for Spiritual,Exercises guides, 
bo'th clergy and lay persons 
emphasis. on the help to be given so that the dynamic 
of the Exeroises is lived and implemented 
as.sistanoe so that C10s (oommunities) enter into a 
process of discernment in view,of their'serv(ce 
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-working for :the inculturationof the Gospel,the E:l\:er 
'cisea' and the formation process' in the . respect!ve 
countries •. Inthisperspectlve, it is suggested' that 
formaj;ion coursesbeorganized'at the regional or coa 
tinentalJ.:eveland that WFCLC lend its contribution 
by thecolla'boration' of formed leaders to this ef­
fort. Four groups suggest h~w useful. it would be 
to have persons available for. this purpose. 

- with a view toa fuller integration of ;routhCommuni­
ties in the World Federation, it is requested that a 
specialhelp be furnished' in the formation of youth 
teams. It is asked that the commentary'on the GP for 
youth that was initiated be pursued' 

-work at bUilding up more Communities of couples. 

3) ConcerningCOl)'lMUNICATION : 

One should notice, first of all, the kind of exchanges 

that are asked for in. order to further the growth of 

persons and communities. 

In first place, exchange of persons between countries, 


above all between First and Third World; this is 
linked with the concern of having a concrete experi­
ence of other countries and other cultures. 

In second place, make more- use of publications. such as 
Progressio and Projects; of twinning; or of internat­
ional gatherings for sharing information about speci! 
ic situations and the methodology of action taken up, 

In· third place, it is stressed that the exchangeofna! 
ional periodicals. and working papers between national 
federations is as useful as ever. 

4) Concerning.PROGRESSIO : 

The general thrust of this AssemblY is reflected in the 
suggestions made tor Progressio.Peopleask for : 
- a balance between articles of theory and of reflect­

ion (in as simple a language as possible) and ofac- ­
counts of .experien~es and of news of the countries 

- a description too at times of social situations in 
countries' . 

- articles touching -on -themes such aathe building of 
Christian communities, witness give:t:l to justice. And, 
that it continue to ..give a.l'l adequate spiritual forma! 
ion. 
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PinaJ,.lY, .i!Jtressis laid on the broad effort to. be made 
to. increase its sub$cribers,whichwoUld' make it possi­
bletooto improve its format.' 

<SUGGESTIONS 

In addition, 'very mSny·concr.ete ',sugg~sti.ons· were 
made, too manY' to enumerate here. The above, however, con , 
veys sU£ficientlY'; i twoU1<1.seem, the mainor1entations 
and ,perspectives emphasized by the General. Assemb~Y'.' 

In the course of the General Assembly, the youth del-, 
egates present elected the 

NEW YOUTH COMMISSION ' 
which, let us recall, is made up of 2 representatives 
by continent. The result of this election was the :£'01­
iowing ~' 

AFRICA : Romuald Ralaysomay' (Madagascar) 
, ,Vincent Sa:nda.mu.kIiil;(Zambiaf 

ASIA' ., : "ehe Avengoza (Philippines) 
Mary Yeung (Hong Kong) 

EUROPE : Angela Clarke {England) 
Giancarlo Murkovic (Italy) 

LATIN AMERICA. Alvaro Capurro (Uruguay) 
Sergio Garcia (Mexico)' 

NORTliAMERICl\, :, Peggie ,Telscher (U.S.A.) 
(Second member 'still to be cho­
sen) , 

Tri~ center pages of 'PRoGRESSIO Will continue to be' re­
served for CLe you.thexperiences. If thiS issue seems 
'to be ane'xc'eption, 'we' nonetheless, point out that 
three of the artic;les( those signed by Diego and Santia. 
go, Alvaro and ,Christian) have as their authors crE 
youth representatives. 
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1_'!lEW PRESIllllNT ADDRESSES - AsSEMBLY I 
Many of my friends have asked me how .! feel about 

being elected. I guess you will agree with me, as we near 
the end of our General Assembly, that we are all feeling 
tired after the hectic schedule we have had. Nevertheless, 
along with this feeling, I also feel an immense peace in 
my heart, . and a great .enthusiasm to immerse myself fully 
in the work that lies ahead. 

Before the election this afternoon I had a great fee! 
ing of fear within me. The fear of being elected as the 
president of the World Federation of the Christian Life 
CommUIlities. I think this fear was due to the Uncertainty 
of what l'ies ahead and the implications in my life,and for 
my wife and my small son, of being :lohe lowest servant of 
all the Christian Life Communities allover the world. But 
now I feel a great peace within me and the presence of' our 
Lor,d. 

I remember the synthesis of Father De la Costa last 
night as if it were addressed tome personally. That to be 
Poor with Christ for aBetter Servi'ce to all, especially 
to the poor, I must be ready to take a leap iri the dark~ 
This darkness of uncertainty is frightening because for me 
it means a complete offering6f my life to· the Lord in all 
its dimensions and putting my complete trust in Him. And 
also, the road' that I will be taking will not be easy and 
fa'lliliar.At times if may even mean building a new path and 
clearing the wilderness before me. But now I can orily say 
witll complete peace: "I am the Lord's servant; may it hap­
pen to me as you have said. 1. . 

. .1 also fee.l '~ immense' joi'( and honor because I have 
been chosen by the Lord to be His servant. I have been 
praying to Our Blessed Mother Mary to ask her s.on Jesus to 
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let mebe one, of His servants~And, be~elected as pres.! 
dent to serve you, ,I thank our Mother, Mary. an(J, ou.rLord 
Jesus Christfo;r~Qhoosing·'me 'thTough Y01ifwh~ participa:.ted 
,in the election this afternoon, to be of service to Him 
through the, Christian Life Communities. 

As I sai.d before I know we are all tired. But,to be 
,continously at the service of 0'\U' brothers, we must in­
c,reased this tiredness•.' For to beofseriice means hard 
work and this means to continously eX"periencebeing tired. 
To serVe, to work and to be tired in the service of the, 
poo:r;- and ,oppressed is a clear, indication that, we .are 
chosen by Christ to be with Hiln in His redemption-libera­
tion mission. ' 

:che real work, has not yet been done in this: assembly. 
The real work will be done when we all go back to our re­
spective countries., Many insights,reflections, awarenesses 
and realizations we will all bring back home. We will need 
to discern, personally and as a community, how this as­
sembly's theme of "better service" to our poor and oppres­
sed brothers in our COuntries, in the world, will be co~ 
cretized. Maily of us will be asking how to do this. :chis 
assembly did notoff,er us any solution, for that was not 
its purpose. But it did challenge us to be ,continually ref 
lecting and becoming aware of the extent of poverty and oll 
pression around us. The real' work will be done by your 
National Federations' and local communities.Ili this situa­
tion we will also find ourselves walking an unfamiliar 
road or even having to make the road ourselves. In this 
situation too We are invited to take that leap in the dark 
and have full trust that the Lord is gUiding us. 

Your new Executive Council will be walking too an 
'unfamiliar road after this General Assembly. There will be 
some familiar signs but we do not have a complete chart or 
map of'the way we Want to take. The only way we will know 
that we 'are on the right track is through you, your Natio!! 
al Federations and local communities. Your new Executive 
Council is at your service. We mvite you' to be critical 
of our work. We invite you to.communicate with us, to tell 
us what services you need.We will try to re$pond and serve 
you the best we·can. The World Federa1;ion is you and it is 
only through your constant solidarity that we can' be ef­
fective as your Executive Council. 
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TQi en'd ~ybrief talka,nd t()t~e the~eaP: iudarkwith: 
comple:te faith in our Lord, Iamclosingitwitha,prayer.' 
A pray-er of St. Ignatius intlleCoin:te~plat1onto Attain' 
Love. :: ' ' " 

Ta.ke,Lord, ~dreceiveall TIlY liberty". my ~emoTY', TIlY' 
understanding, and my will, all tllatI have and pos-· 
~ess. Thou hast given all to me'. To thee, 0 Lord, 
return it.Allb thine,dispose of it wholly ,according 
to Thy will. Give me only Thy Love and Thy Grace, for 
these are sufficient tome. 

Maraming salamat po sa inyongla..ha.t, at maga.ndang gabi sa 
inyo. 

Marte (Philippines) 

* * 

* 
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wHo 1S :MARTE VINZONS. 
Who is the new president of the .world OW Federation? 

M~rte Vinzons is 33 years old. He was born and grew 

up in the province ofCameriries No~te in. the lower part of 

Luzon, largest and most important island in the Philip­

pines. He and his wife Luisa (Luay to her friend.s.) and 

their infant son LuiS, born last year, live in the parent­

al home in Daet,i;lle. provinoial capital,· a city of about 

50,000. 


Marte's familly is well-known in the province, and one 
of· the towns bears the family name. The V:l.nzons family has 
long been active in civic affairs and, in the period pre­
ceding the present martial law, .. was active politically as 
well~ Both FernandoVinzons, Marte's father, and Wences­
laus, a relative, were elected to the First National Oon­
stitutional Oonventionthat paved the way fill' independenc,e 
in 1935.Wenceslaus is regarded· as a. national hero because, 
after having been governor and then congressman f he led 
the opposition to the Japanese invaders and so ,with his 
wife and two children, was murdered in 1942. 

Marte's father has been an exporter of coconuts and, 
in connection with his work, both he and Marte's mother 
have visited all the contirfents. Both were internationally 
active in church organbations" . and Fernando was given 
the Kliights of Columbus "Pro Ecclesiat1 award. He waS as 

. well a member of the National Council of .the BOy Scouts 
and a leader in the Red Cross. Because of the.ir opposition 
to the Japanese invasion Martets mother landed in prison, 
and Marte himself was born in apr:i.son camp as a resu].t. 
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Marte did "the usual studies, then went to wOf'k in the' 
export-impo~ ttade in Manila. He was for fivey.ears .ex.. 
port manager of The Southern Produots Corporation and dur.­
ing four years general manager" of .wo()dsonBroth~rsCompa­
ny, Ino. Meanwhile, too, he was aotive in various otvic 
and ohuroh organizations • 

. Nine years ago he made his first aoquaintanoe with 
what was then the Soda.lity of Our Lady, in a 100a.+ group 
that gave leadership and Christian renewal oourses"to 
youth •. But his group felt the Sodality itself needed rene!,! 
al, and ,when the fo1lowj,ng year the new General Prinoiples 
became availableiri the PhilippineS,' his group entered 
enthusiastically into the new approaoh•. Some months later 
Marte was asked to attend a national C10 training seminar 
ofC1O and he says that "it was there that I got a true 
understanding of what CLO is'" .Over two years his CLC group 
plunged into a renewal program, digging into the new Gene~ 
al 'PJ:'inoiples, studying soripture, .sharing prayer, probing 
the d.ocuments of Vatioan Counoil Il,analyzing contemporary 
situations. Realizing the need of more ttme for sharing, 
study and planning for action, they began to meet weekly 
and $ometimes informally between the regular meetings. 

, Marte became .chairman of his looal unit, had more oontaot 
with the national seoretariat,helped arrange for two 5-day 
experienoes of the Spiritual Exercises with the national 
assistant.In 1971 he was elected president of the National 
Federation, . a post he held till 1973. As such he played a 
key part in the ever.-deeperrooting of the Philippines. 
movement in Ignatian spintuality; and its ever-clearer 
expression in efforts for justioe and solidarity with the 
poor. Marte took part in the World Assembly of Augsburg'73 
and the Rome Formation Course that preceded it, and was a 
group facilitator in the latter. Sinoe 1974 he has been a 
Consultor of the Philippines.Federation. 

Two years ago Marte married Luisa Hooson, who had al­
so been quite active and committed in CLO, like Marte also 
in Manila. But- even beforeth1e, Ma~e felt the need for a 
drastic ohange ..tn his way of living. ftWhen I '!las working 
in Manila my .sole aim was ~o 'iL.norease my earning capa.city 
as well as 1 could•. When I got more involved in C1O~and 
oonsequently deeply involved with the person of Christ-l 
had to change m::i orientatiOn. My background and training 
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is to. bea trader. Bu.t now I looked for a way that these 
(loUld be used to be of servioetoothers at the same time 
that I had to earn. a living for my family. It So he and Lu~ 
aTmove.d back to Daet, . "more J;'UI'al .tl1~ urban, where the 
very-nature.of the place is a help for ~s to foUow a sim­
ple way of lifeII. 

Near Daet,Marte, with. two 6therpartners, has start­
ed . ~ small fish-farm by building a dike in the adjacent 
river~Heempioyslooal Ptllople to build the dike and. help 
with t~e fish-pond, thus stimulating their curiosity, and 
believes in time he can help' some to .set up their own fish 
ponds and become self"'sufficient. He sees it too as a wa.., 

. to contribute to the most urgent .need of the country-~ that 
of food;"productionfor the burgeoning population, now ·at 
40 millions. Another effort of Marte and Luay is directed . 
to developing a simple local industry by producing baskets 
and. other products from coconut leaves. Intnis as in all 

.theiref.forts they work cl.osely with the poorer farmers or 
fishermen, ina process they see as involving three steps: 
1) building localcotn.'1lunities for vitalizing the Church by 
prayer-groups, etc; 2) helping people become aware of.their 
own personal, family and social problems and of their pos­
sibilities for co~on effort; 3) gradually developing a 
certain social and pOliticalniaturitN' of the communities, 
with less need of autside .support. In addition to these ef 
forts,Luay teaChes sooialwork,land management and English 
in the college of Daet. 

An unus~l aotivity of Marte and Lwiy relates to a 
radiosta.tion.. Established by his father, and reaching a 
radius of about 85 miles, the station, in the service of . 
hiJ3 father's firm, was at first lllainiy a means of maintai,!! 
ing communication between people of the area•. Marte and Lil 
ay have been able 'to broaden the activity of the station, 
including with'the local and national news also internat­
ioIiaJ. happenings, and'broadcasts that can be'useful to pe,g, 
pIe for land management, hUman. dtllvelopment.,. and education 
in faith.and justice. The station is recognized by the 
state; thus far all of the broadcasts have received ·the al!. 
probation needed. 

Marte is aware that the pl'esidenc;y of' the World Feder 
ation will pu~ heav,y demands on h1~ time and energies. But 
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he feels his other activities will simply have to be aqap.... 
ted to. the dema:rids tlle. P9sition makes, and is sure llis 
wife, as fully committed toCLC as he is, .will help him 
make those adjustments •. How does he feel as he looks to 
.the work ahead?· liMy initial reaction when asked to be a 
candidate for the presidency was to decline •. But after 
some reconsideration and more prayers, I just laid myself 
open to what or where the Lord will lead me. I also refle,£ 
ted,When I prayed. about accepting the cand.idacy, that to 
be of serVice to the Lord is to be willing to choose the 
most challenging task available. And to me, the role of 
the president of our movement is one of the most challeng­
ing tasks there is." . 

* * 
* 

OTHER NEWLY-ELECTED MEMBERS OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL .1 

Vice-president: Hildegard Ehrtmann (Germany) 

Was social worker (community organization, public welfare, 
supervision) for 13 years. liIember CLC since 1954, with CLC 
experience in U.S.A.('57-'60),Canada('61-'63) and Germani. 
s.ince 1964, full-time executive secretary of German Natio.!! . 
al Federation. Was secretary of WFCLC 1970 - 1976, co­
ch&irperson of Formation Commission 1973-1976. Key role in 
preparing and guiding Formation Courses of Rome '73 and 
Manila '76. 

Secretary : Maria Magdalena Palencia Gomez (Mexico) 

Private accountant.Has been llead of the accounting depart;;.. 
ment at leading international firm, and assistant office 
manager. MemberCLC since 1953, Secretary of Mexican Nat­

. ional Federation '72-'75 and '76-'79. Member National CLC 
Formation Commission, Commission for CLCDevelopment. 
Organizer and coordinator of National Formation Course, 
1974. 

Treasurer: Jose Antonio Esgu1vel.sj (U.S.A.) 

Director of Religious Activities, .counselJ,.orand theology 
teacher at Colegio de Belen, Miami, catering espec1allyto 
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students of Ouban origin. Entered OLC 1955. Initia.ted and 
directed faith-experience sessions.Assistant JesuitProvi~' 
cial~reasur.er over Sev.eral years~ Chairman WFCLO'Finance 
Commission '73-'76. Member WFCLO Formation Coinmission'73:-· 
'76 •. 

Consultor : Madeleine Alix (France) 

Was leader of Young Christian Students at university. Rur­
. al paatoral activity later. Was chairperson of an associa~ 
tion of directors of youth hostels. At present. professor 
of psychology and personnel manager ofa religious resi-.· 
dence. Regional chairperson for Maine-Anjou Region of CLC 
1971-73. Since December'74, Executive Secretary forCLO in 
France. 

Con.sultor ! Sidney D'Souza, sj (India) 

Socio-pastoral worker, university lecturer in community oo!: 
ganization, diI'ected various formation courses. Director 
of Social Services and Superior of SevaNiketan,social 
center in Bombay. fil:ember of CLOsince 1966. Diocesan Vice­
Assistant since 1968. Vice-Assistant Indian National Fede­
ration 1973 to present. Member WFCLOLiberation COinmiss­
ion 1974-1976. 

Consul.tor : 'Clara Julia Mi6'liaro (Argentina) 

Lawyer and social worker. University professor 19li6-1973. 
Head ·of social service in Military Hospital of Campo Mayo 
'68-'70~ As lawyer,. conducts criminOlogical study of con":,, 
d.emned· delinquen.ts. As social worker, . workS with released 
prisoners and their families.lnCLOsince 1964. Organizing 
and coordinating of regional and national. CLO forma.tion 
courses, '1973-1976. 

Youth Oonsul.tor : Gian Carlo Murkovic (Ita11) 

(NOTE : The Youth Consultor is an appOinted member of the 
Executive Council, designated by the Council on the rec­
ommendationof the elected membarsof the World Youth CLO 
CO.mmisaioni >' ' 

Works with father in small enterpris~. Leader of youthCLO 
in Tr'ieste for several years. Very aotiveinlocal andna! 
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ional OLe youth cgatllerings apdprojects.Member of Italian 
CLe 'Jl:xecuti"Te'Coun,cil. Besides Ita].ian, . speaki;J' fluently 
Spanish and Croatian. P~rticipated ,in Manila '76 ( Format­
ionCou,rse ,land Assellbly) and eclected . contin.ental youth 
representative~ Chainnanof WFeLeYouth Commission. 

CLe OF SILENCE. There were, too, countries not repre­
sented at Manila '76' because of government interdic­
tion or rigid ,restriction of CLe activity. Thu's all 
contact with one federation, present at Augsburg '73, 
has since, under a new politica.l regime, ·been lost, 
and all OLC activity there apparently suppressed. In 
some other countries (they exist on at least 3 conti­
nents) such suppression is already a fact of long 
standing. Ina very few such countries, a handful of 
OLC groups have manages to 'carryon a tenuous exis­
tence, at times reluctantly tolerated by oppressive 
regime;:!, but unable to form any federation, and always 
under severe restrictions, especially with regard to 
outside contacts. They could, of course,not be pres­
ent at Baguio, but the World Federation did there take 
special note of them. For they too are part of our 
worldwide,Christian Life Corrununity,even if' they re­
main wholly or toa large extent the OLe of silence. 
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Course III 

THE NEW HORIZON 
(fransmitt1ngthe ctc Vocation) 

After the very inspiring talks given by Fr.Horacio de 
IS. Costa entitled "Asia ~rough a Glass, Darkly",. Fr.La.rry 
Stnn on"~e Mission of the Church" and Magdalena Palencia 
on "~e ctc Response", the waves of complacency had little 
chance to put a break to that inner drive that had gripped 
our tired bodies (after the hectic week of the General As­
sembly}.Here were men and woman who had seen the vision of 
Christ' s kingdom on earth as a challenge and a drealll worth 
working for, a people inspired by the personal love of 
Christ. 

Right from the very first day when Hildegard Ehrtmann 
gave us an overall view of the Course,Ctcers from allover 
the world began .mentally ticking off what they would like 
to· get from the course,as was apparent from the .very first 
small-group exchange we had when we put on a poster, after 
sharing with ea.ch other, our expectations and fears.It was 
interesting to· see the variety of expectations tha.t 
sur:f!'acedand the bo~d.of closeness people felt when they 
found another with similar expectations·. 

It was apparent from the intro.duction to -this Fo~a­
tion Course II.! as well as the preparatory mailings that 
this was not a course to equip people with a fewtech­
niques for being. a formation expert and conducting a sirili­
lar course back home, but rather a time where the ctc World 
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family, wOuldlo6k together ""t that' unique and universal; 
process of CLe formation to help us to t!llderstand andiden 
tifywith this proc~ss. '.!!bis of course could. be possib:r; 
only bYfllharing the indiYidua1~interpersonai and societal 
dimensions, that go into .making CLeers, . people capable of 
loving and serving, .people actively engaged .in. the work of 
changing the world and society into a liberatingsociet;r, 
people for whom Christ is the very center of life. 

From the start we were asked to be prepared for a few 
tensions, and to m8k:e these tensions stepping, ston,esin~ 
stead of hindrances. ~ensions arising from fatigue ,and 
ambition (that being the fifth week.for.members who had at 
tended the ·earlier courses and General· AssemblY), tensions 
between the fixed program and the desire . to Change it; 
between the ideal and the poverty of means. . 

'.!!bis I think was a very wise warning, because that is 
how our first day in the small group of six began. We were 
divided into groups of six members,each and we seemed to 
run into all the tensions forecast by Hildegard with the 
firstaubject .. Criteria for Selection and Recruitment. 
There was dis-satisfaction with the role-play suggested" 
questions about the Survey document proposed for study and 
reflection. While half the group wa.n.ted to go ahead with 
the progr&~e for the day, the other half seemed most 'dis~ 
satisfied with the whole set-up. I said to myself " ••••••• 
l' <thought crishuaually comes after the 'inclusion stage: 
here we go "bang" into a crisia at thE! very. start!"We were 
all confused as to how to proceed and literally were(at 
first half-hearted, since the group seemM divid-ed ,on 
whether we should go according to the progra.mm.esuggested. 
or find different means. By the next morning we r~a.l.ised 
that we could not go ahead with just. half the group want­
ing to stick to the schedule 'and since . we knew. of siinil;a.r 
situations in two other'groups (though to'ale",ser degree~, 
we found it more practical ,to reorganise ' jus.t. these three' . 
groups in such a way , that those wanting to ·1"0110w the 
programlne soUldforlll ol;legroup ana.' those interested in 
evolving aneyt method joiliedanother group~ I joined the' 
group who. decided to'follow. the programlJlG, which co~p#ieed 
ei:x:people . - 4 women and 2 men .(both' priests) ,: 2 ·:Irish,. 
1}i'rench,1 Me:x:j.eSll an'd2 Ind~a.ns.The Test of thea gtqups 
funct'ioned emoonthly.· . 
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Theschedulefo:r the day was the fOllowiIlg:IndividuaJ. 
reflection and prayer for 1 hr.15 min; small group sharing 
in prayer fO.r 20 !Ilinj General Assembly (all groups togeth­
er) f'or introduction to the day's theme 1/2 hr; individual. 
reflection on the subject 3/4th hr; coffee with that spe­
cial morning smile; General Assembly for introduction to 
the exercises in small groups; small group sliaring 2 1/2 
hrs; lunch and rest; General Assembly for introduction to 
topics for discussion and sharing at 3 p. m.; followed b7 
small group reflection and aharing which lasted f'or 2 1/2 
hre with avery welcome break f'o;;' tea around 3.40 (the 
sleepiest hour of the day!); Eucharist at 6.30, Which was 
the high point of' the day both when celebrated in small 
groups as well as with the whole assembly adding colour 
with readings and hymns in diff'erent languages. The small 
groups met once again from 8.15 till 9 p.m. to review the 
group process of' the day. 

From the moment this reorganised small group met I was 
reminded of General Principle No.3: " ••• each Christian 
Life Community is formen of' people with similar ideals and 
.each community organises itself to meet the demands of 
vital Christian liviIlg 'f'or its members". Though our group 
was a day behind schedule we began in real earnest to make 
up for time lost by putting our heart and soul' into Forma­
tiOIl Course III. 

'. The programme for the nine days and the topiCS dealt 
with under each heading were the following : 

1) Itinera.r;y of CLe Formation Process; 

2) Preliminary steps. - initial selection - recruitment and 
experiences of preliminary forms used in diff'erent coun­
tries; 

3) Reality - Awareness ,around me - Phase of initiation of 
·preconfidence. role of lif'e experience (personal, inter­
personal, SOCietal) for entering the process, role of 
knowledge.of group process; role of group leader, community 
development in initial stages; 

4) Reality - Awareness: I am loved-Recognition of personal 
potential,of'social dependence on basic human needs,.impact 
of'social norms and culture, experienc.es of preliminarY 
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forma of Spiritual Exercises; 

5), Awareness of Social Evil-. Stage ()f .Taking Roots,social 
disorde'rfexchange on value and problema -of crisis;""phal3e in 
human-spiritual development. Role of.group life in this. 
phase; 

6l.Awareness of personal refusal'of love - pers()nal conve,r 
sion, role of capacity for interpersonalrelation~ip, 

conflict handling in.groups. REVIEW' of the course; 

7) Jesus Christ. His call to His life and service- cont~ 
plation of an encounter with Christ, means o·f .ew : Frame 
for grOwing freedom andservice;­

8) To follow Christ-Discernment - Decision ~. Commitment 
reflection on mission -discernment- role of cOJnlnnnity 
for ew commitment, integra.tiori in formation process; 

;1) Integration. of all toward 'MiSSion :'Dynamics of· ew 
vocation, Formation toward mission in each phase ofdiavelg, 

. pment, consequences for formation - programs in respective 
cultures, ew ~ World eommunity .in evolutiori. 

The reflection at· the night' session'on group process 
moved along the following lines : a:) Inclusion and Trust 
b) Goals of the Group c) Power and::eontro1.;d)..Leadership 
lioles e) Decision-Making,' f) Climate of the group, g) Re­
sources of the group and h) Group Cohesiveness. These night 
sessions ended with a prayer in. thanksgiving for the day 
and the examen. 

As you will see from the abov.e, thi.a was indeed a lot 
of.matter to becovereil within just 9 days and I'd like ,to 
say that the Formation Course III .has begun arid it is a 
long road. It was good ·.·to get a bird' s';"eye view of this 
road because we as ·CWers. should knOw where we arechoos­
ing to go. The sincerity !iiIlld dedication of .each and every , 
member in our small group helped us to .reflect and ask 
ourselves very personal questions about our ew response. 

was struck by. some of the points (not for· the first time 
though) which will mean a great enrichment· for tile CWers 
in India and I suppose. ali over the'· world t()o ,and a deeper 
search : 

1) There is .a definite parallelism between the Spi.ritual 
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Exercisefil, personal growth, and so.cial dim8nsion'.in the' 
OW process. 

2) This process is an invitation to live an integrated life 
as e~ressed in GP N.3. 

3)It is very important for those responsible for formation' 
to be aware of and underlatand this process, see .clearly 
the goal and stages a groupViill gO through, and give the 
kind of support and stimulus that. will enable a group to 
go ahead. 

4) It .i8 important to realise our limitations and rely on 
Christ to do His. work - here .r must· say theCWer must be 
a personwho has lived through and identified with the 
Spiritual Exercises. 

5) Conflicts are to be faced, and we have to grow through 
them r.ather than avoid them. 

6 ) The group cannot truly discern' until the individuals 
have lived through the First and Second Weeks t;>f the 
Exercises in their own personal lives. Aigroup:is:.as,deep..:, 
as the individuals that make up this group. 

7) Everything is a. preparation for His coming and His Kill5 
dom on earth and a OWer is a person who lives in hope. 

The Survey docu~ent proved invaluable in helping us 
probe deeper into the stages of the group life of our 
units,. though I must say that to do full justice to it 
requires more time. 

We in India are grateful to our national CW formation 

leaders who have put us on.theright road thro~gh the num­
ber of formation and training progr~~es that we have'had 

over the past few years. Yet, as one 'who has :been<_,part 

of the fOrmation team, some of the questions I ask ;,myself 

are : 


1) Having tasted. of the life ,ofChrlst and having met pe,!: 
sons whose lUeis marked by this constant urge for sna­
ring in His. life end mission, both in India and at this 
Course, . how can we use the "dynamics of the Exercises" to 
better implemeIit '''integration of all toward mission"? 

2) What a.:re the1mplications ofliPoor with Christ for a Bet 
terService" for mefas an Iridian - as a member of a Third 
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Wci:r'ldco~tI'y' - andfor'm.y fellc,w CIDers? 

While I realise it will mean a lClIlg weary road., I am 
also excited at the possibility of travelling .along this 
road with Christ .,;, .. myirre.s.iStible_God!" 

Matilda (India) 

on the 	 KEY THEMES OF MANILA 176 
--"'--- ====="....==-======== 

over again, at Manila '76 and since, people have 
been aslting fpr"more materiais" on the themes stressed at 
the World Assembly and Cou:rses. As of now we have. availa­
ble : 

Prices 	It
On POVERTY 
- Liberation of All Men: Our Common_ Objective 

(Supplement 2) - H. DE LACOSTA,s.j. $ 0.50 

-On the Road of the Beatitudes: A Life-Style, for 
Today (Supplement 5) - J.A.ESQUIVEL,s.j~ 0.15 

On FORMATION 
- Survey of the Formation Process in OLC 

(overall view of the whole of formation) 2.00 

- Introduction to Formation (Progra.:n for initial 
stage of adultCW formation, used. in Prance) 

On COMMUNITY 
- COIll.lnunity: A Response to the Action of the Spirit ,

in the CLC(Suppleme~t 4) 0.75 

- Discerning Community Decisions (Supplement 6) 
.... J~C. DHOTEL,s.j~ .2.00 

Order from:It Airmail charges extra 
PROGRESS10Discount of 10% on ordas 
G.P. 9048of 20 or more. 
00100 ROME 
ITALY 
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Special Group Report 

Some members wished to pursue an a~ 
proach somewhat different from that 
originally foreseen, though within 
the overall framework of the Sur­
vey, and with the accord of the 
guiding-team did so. . They worked 
together in a group of 13; the fol­
lowing gives an account of their e! 
forts and conclusions. 

These reflections lack the refinement only further experi­
mentation and seasoned reflection will bring. We offer 
them asa stimulus to work in implementing "IvIANILA '16" in' 
the formation efforts of the next three years. 

What is the primary focus of formation? Are we not being 
fotmed and forming others in an apostolic way of life? 
How do we approach formation if the main focus should be 
directed to service? These questions were our point of 
departure. 

We 	 agreed on a methodology for. our work which would move : 
1. 	from a sharing and clarification of concrete experi­

encesof ·formationfor service, 
2. 	to seeing what patterns or conclusions emerged (with 

prayer throughout but espeoially here), 
3. 	and finally to articulating prinoiples for formation~ a 

pedagogy as we eventually oameto call it. 

We began the sharing of experiences with a brainstorming. 
Then '.we ·focuse.don three concrete experiences from Ger­
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many, Japan anclPhi1l:ppines. We began to reflect on common. 
patterns to draw some initial. conclusiOns. 

Elements of a Pedagogy and its Lona-termDeepenine; 

The -basic assumption of this pedagogy is that concrete 
li~e situations are ~privileged starting point forforrna~ 
-tiori. Individual growth and the process of growth in.the 
. communi t1 should be at the service of a deepening response 
to .Godts call from within local life situations.. And so, 
as important as it is to see t~e linear progression offo£ 
mation,it il;las important to clarify the elements involved 
in a pedagogy of response to .a specific·situation. 

We saw several.. elements ofsuc~ a way of living con­
cr~te situations.\Vhile these are elements of a CLC way of 
life, we were not yet concerned with CLC explicitly: 
- To identify an issue which affects . in a significant way 

our lives as human persons and Christians. This could be 
a family situation, a problem in the neighborhood,parish 
or city, ••• 

- Become aware of what is actually going' on in this situa­
tion.·, This awareness could be expanded by locating the 
local situation in its to.tal context, all the way to the 
oondition of the poor and oppressed. of the developing 
world. 

- Begin· to ask: '«bat is the Christian respoI\se? (Search 
Scripture; consider what t~eChurch,has .said concerning 
similar issues; personal prayer for inner freedom and 
light to see clearly, communication exercises to Unblock 
interaction in the. community). ' 

- Plan how that response will be concre,tized in action. 
Th:i,.s aotion, is part of a formation process for the com­
munity and its members. 

- Evaluate theaction.undertakan,its_results, the entire 
process. 

These. are elements of a way of· living con.crete lite situa­
tions. They constitue a possible pedagogy for living in a 
perspective of servioe from the beginning of a formation 
process. 

. Such. a response will need to, deepen over the course 
of time. We suggest several phases orctimes ofgrowth.,A 
relationship to the phases of the Survey is evident. 



. During a first· peri.od of time, the desire; to respond 
to· the situ.a.tion has me as its center. The response h.ere 
is mainly onahuman level,even though prayer and reflec­
tion on the GosPEll playa part. At some point, there will 

_beasignificant deepening which amounts to a conversion 
to a whole new way of living the verry 'same . pedagogical 
elements. As a result, it is no longer I bu:tChrist who is 
the center. It is no longer my ideas and projects but con­
cerns for his plans. I allow myself to be confronted by 
the total message of the Gospel. There is a similar open­
ness to how others in the'Church (hierarchy, prophetic voi· 
ces, theological reflection, grass-roots witness) have 
lOQkedat this or like situations. 

For now I am liberated from myself and Christ is the 
center. The group's experience is also one of liberation 
in their service. Now mission with Christ is the bond of 
the community. Thi~ conversion reflects a deepening of the 
quality of the service rendered. It represents an entrance 
into a seoond phase of deepening response. 

Some of these first two times could last quite a 
long while. At some point during the second phase,however, 
anexplicit attraction. to CLe and .the CLC way of.life..may 
develop and raise the question of living such a servi~e to 
God and man in and through CLC. . Is God calling me to live 
my- participation in. Christ's mission in communion with 
these persons and communities? 

Although the Spiritual Exercises in some form have 
been apart of the deepening during the first two times, 
now they would be made in a fuller form in order to Clari­
fy whether God is calling me to CLC.Iftheanswer is "Yes" 
a third time begins during which,· for I!lepersonally, iden­
t;ification. with Chr;ist and his missiOll is in and through 
CLC. This can come about either by the community which sU.E, 
ports me in service becoming a CLC; or by my leaving to 
seek my primary support community in CLC. 

In sum, then, weare suggesting that.there be both a 
pedagogy for responding to concrete life situations from. 
the beginning . of. formation and, a nS10n of .long-term 
growth in a. servic.eperspective. A deepening of this way 
of living would.. allow God to call those involved to OLe 
when and if he chooses. 
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As' this pedagogy took: forrn~ we came. to realize the 
impor.tance ofa guide. The guide's presence is crucial if 
the group is to learn to live concrete sivuations in this 
way and to deepen in time the qualityot their response to 
God's calls. 

The guide must have integrated in his ownperson:and 
life the three dimensions such a pedagogy implies 

- Individual (Spiritual Exercises guide) 
- Communal (Community guide) 
- SOCietal (social change agent) 

If he or she has integrated these personally but lacks 
the guiding skills in one dimension or anothe~, this oan 
be supplied by others. 

What is a guide? He is both a facilitator and a wit­
ness. As a faCilitator, he must listen to and dialogue 
wfth those he is guiding, evoking their needs and allow­
ing them to express, to decide and to do, even let them 
make mistakes and afterwa+ds evaluate and learn from 
them.. 

On the other hand, he is a witnes.s who represents 
Christ, Gospel values and Church orientations. To guide in 
this way, the guide himself or herself needs : 
1) to belong to a support community, 
2) to constantly evaluate what he or she is doing (the su£ 

port community will be helpful for this). and 
3) to be in oonstant dialogue with those he· or she is gui~ 

ing. 
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FOR '1BE FIRS~ TIME : , , 

AN INTERNATIONAL Otc YOUTH OOURSE 


It is well-known that half the world's popul~tion to­
day is ~youth". The world is becoming continually "young­
ert!. 

Obviously, this is not without reference to our'Ctc 
groups. In some countries there exist many youth groups, 
and sometimes these are even in the majority. 

It is clear that in many things youth requires its 
own dynamic and imposes its own approach. For this reason 
the organizers of Formation Course III, at Baguio in the 
Philippines, August 2t-30, 1976, took account of this. Us­
ing as a basis the SURVEY OF THE FORMATION',PROCESS IN OLO, 
the Course was divided into two sections,one for the form,! 
tion of adults, the other for youth formation. ' 

From the beginning it was evident that this did not 
imply any separation between' the' two ,for the introduction 
each day of the themes was made tobothtgroups together, 
Here were explained the topics of ',each day, as they cO.rre­
sponded to the steps of the process: awareness of reality 
around UBand in us; I am loved; evil in the world; the 
role of, the Church; our commitment. ' 

In addition, the youth-formation section(whichinclud 
ed both youth and adults within it) underlinf3d this refus': 
al to separa.te too much youtl1and.,adult.s by emphasizing 
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that the ew youth communities form part of the, 'one, sin­
gle ew movement. 

Prayer Together 

The importance of prayer angits central place in all. 
ew action was not only reoognized theoretically, but ef­
fectively put into practice. Each morning there was an 
hour of prayer in common, in which we learned new forms of 
prayer : praying a psalm in community; meditation on piC­
tures; exchange on the way in which we experience Jesus. 
For example, parallel to the words of Jesus that "I am" 
(e.g., "I am the light of the world")., each one could, in 
all. liberty, voice a similar phrase, such as "I am peace", 
or "I am the one who suffers hunger in the neighborhoods 
of the poor••• ". At night, there waa an evaluation of the 
day. 

On the first day we searched, in small work groups; 
for. the qualities that ought to be present in youth for 
them to be intrested in the cro way of. life • Most often 
mentioned, and what seemed t·o us all the most important, 
was openness: op'eness to personal growth, to growth in the 
faithf to social relationships. 

Different Periods in the Group 

Father Eddie Mercieca (who, atLong wi thPeggie Tel­
scher, conducted the Course), distinguished three periods 
in the establishment of a CLO group: 

1) The pre-community.' This is aninitialperiod to which 
belong the essentials of psychological development : get­
ting to know oneself, experiencing oneself wi thin a commua 
i ty. The bond of the indiVidual with the group is here 

_ still very loose. and the members change.often. 

21 The Christian community. The ma.in thrust of the group 
at this point is social. The group feels itself to be a 
community, tne members enter in.to mutual relationships and 
are strongly identified with the group. The "sense of the 
Church" grows. Generally this period lasts several years 
until the group becomes a C1O. 

3)dThe Christian Life Community. Now the spiritual is what 
becomes most important. The group becomes a group of dis­
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i . 	 ce1'llInent: and of sea~ching. fO,r theconcretem,llofGodill' 
the life of each one. It is' stable as a.community and in 
it.f!fCormnitmElnt$. 

In the involvement in these phases, it is ilnportant, 
that there,not be a,separation between the psychological, 
social and spiritual sectors, but:' that rather they mu'jiu­
ally reinforce each other.Uso, that participation in the 
group does nOt impose a kind of "accepted way"' that would 

. pressure a person into following the group process. 

"I 	am loved" 

In the youth groups, the pre...community .period takes 
on: great importance, for it is then they make· the experi- . 
ence of being accepted, that of being able to say, . "I am 
loved" , which is shown to be capital for ail the develop­
ment that follows. 

On this $Ubject we exchanged during an entire day, ill 
small groups, about our experienc.es, sEiekingmethods 6f es­
tablishing such a foundation. We come to suggest quite con 
crete and practioal methods, as the two following examples 
show: 

1) 	All the members of the group in turn tell one' among 
them what they find positive in him, this in an atmos­
phere of praye~. 

2) 	A variation. The question ieasked : where is it that 
I see the tlfigureof Christ", the Person of Christ, 
transparent and evident? What are the quallties and 
traits of Christ that I peroeive in the other? This 
is then expressed publicly and beoomes the subject of 
sharing within the group. At the end (thisi13 done U­
so after the first method) the members of the.grou.p 
make speoific prayers for each other. These exeroises 
help the young person to discover'that he or she has 
received muoh, that he has much to give, and that the 
others have muoh to give him. 

As regards suoh -techniques", it was 8~ressad that 
they should be used 'iiith great freedom and only if they 
can be qf use, for they are nEiveranend'in themselves. 
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Crises••• 

"Orisis" does not of i tsel! have a p.ejorat'ive sense. 
It can be ~ sign of true progress, real possibility of re­
newal. 

The causes of a crl.Sl.S are many. They can come : 
from outside the group 
from the g:r:oup itself (focusing only on itself, "narcis­
sism", being closed to what is outside; "aotivism" with­
out any interior life, eto.) 
relationships between persons (jealousy, ohange of lead­
er, ••. ). 

It was for us very useful to share our experienoes in 
this regard, and to seeJt how these orises Oan be overcome 
and how they oan beoome. fruitful for the group. 

A whole day was given to preliminary forms of the 
Spiritual Exercises for youth. It was not possible for us 
as had been planned, to work out a "model", and. perhaps 
suoh a projeot is unrealizable. Still it was helpful to 
learn of the specifio forms used in several oountries 
(faith experienoes, meditation weekends, three-days' Spir­
itual Exeroises). 

Evaluation of the Activity of a Youth-Group Guide 

The requests for help that oame up in the· small 
groups, and the things we talked about in general, were 
then sketohed out in suoh a way .asto help us to judge 
what tbe role ofa guide in a youth group would need to 
be. The aim was to searoh out as to what was the ll:lotiva.­
tioilin our youth work, to exa.'Iline our relations with eaoh 
member of our group, our work methods, our "sense of the 
Churoh", eto. The results of this effort to evaluate .our 
own work was of very great value for eaohof us personal­
ly, even tbough one oannot really oommunioate to otbers. 

Results'?' 

It is impossible to express here the riches of the 
concrete suggestions that resulted from this Course and 
that were passed on to the Executive Counoil for·1ts con­
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sideration. The principal. points s.eem tob'e these,:: 
. . . , . ~ ". 

• • • . '.,' > 

'-The '80al'o1' CIDactivitY' is nota: "process" noradeter-· 
mined "type of. groupit, to be attain~d at any', cost. Hath- , 
er, the first goal is the young person himself' asa per";" 
son with hiS own problems and his own needs. 

- Youth-aID is apart of the singia OLe movement; this is 
why the' SURVEY' was ' developed and" applied ina particular,' 

. ,approach for Youth-aW. , MaJ:l7 fe11;too that there should 
bea special ., ecclesiastical assistant for them on the 
world level., 

Other Suggestions: 

- The publication of a version of the GeneralPrinCip­

les, with special application to youth. 


- Gathering together variousme,thods for the work in 

groups, for this Could be helpful for certain objectives 

and in certain aituations. 


- . 
- For the next General 

~ 

Assemb+Y', each 
,. 

d~legation Should 

have one Y'outhrepresentative~ . 


-Preparing a documentary, film (or slides )to Show the 

aLe waY' of life as adapted to the needs of youth. 


- More exchange of informati6n' betWeen the different 

countries on what istak1ng place iIi each as regards publ! 

cations, meetings, but also of .needs. 


The'30-0r-so participants not only worked: together, 

but became more conscious that they were a community. This 

appeared in the fareweUgathering organized by ,Ted Leten­

dre(USA) and Angela Clarke (Great Britain) the final·morn­

ing when the members prayed for each other aloud. There we 

expressed the great appreciation we felt to the. Lord after 

this week so rich. But also,. more specifically',:;. the ,ap­

preciation we felt asregaI11sthe guiding team. (Eddie, Pe,& 

gie) and. all the partiCipants who, though many,have passed 

the age of youth, worked together d~~ the. Course. 


Christian (Austria) 
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[FOR THE SEVENTH TIME. ~ ~ 

Repeatedly and with good reason, delegates' praised 
the exoellent preparation for the various meetings of Ma­
nila '76.· They referred espeoially to the immediate prep~ 
aration, during the months preoeding the meetings. 

There is yet another prep$l'ation, more distant : that 
of history. This gOes baok to the 16th oentury,. when small 
groups of lay people united around the first Jesuits ino!: 
der to serve better. 

To illustrate very briefly this long-term prepara-' 
tion, I limit. mys.elf. here to more recent history-that 
since the Apostolio Constitution Bis Saeculari (1948), 
which initiated a; new period fo·r 010 ~ By i tsvigorous di­
rectives for renewal ~d reform, this document 'anticipated 
in some sort VaticanOouncil II (1962-1965).The establish 
ment of the World. Federation (1953) furnished us'with the 
instrument indispensable f.or implementing this pressing 
call to renewal. 

According to the Statutes, the General Council is 
"the sovereign body" of this Federation. By and through 
this Council, the wb,ole wor1.d movement can ac,t.It is this 
CounCil too which elects the'Executive Council, which, in 
turn, de.signates tho.se in· char~e . of the Secretariat of 
Rom.e. 

t will try to single out some characteristics of the 
six assemblies. of the General Council that preceded that 
of Jlatiila'76. 



Rome 1"54 :flPoint 'of Departure for a. Universal Renewal" 

The first meeting of the General .Council took place 
September 8in one of the meeting rooms of GregorianUni­
versity (the direct continuation of the Roman COll~ge, 
where, 400 years ago, the. first Soda.lity of Ottr Lady was 
bom) .. TheCO'Wlcillasted but three hours : introducUons, 
validation of 'delegates' credentials, election of an Exec­
utive Counoil, .questions and discussions .. It was all quite 
improvised (".onoe and for all, . a start haS to be made"), 
in .4 charmillg disorder, with a democratic flavor and a 
fine spirit. Later, the Executive Counoil formula.ted the 
main goal : "The Congress of. Rome must be the point of de­
parturefora:universal renewal". 

The meeting ,Of the Council was surrounded by a grand! 
ose eongress,organized with theeooperationof our Itali­
an friends. It wa.sa veritable e,xplosion of vitality and 
enthusiasm. aDd quite a surprise for Rome and for the Vat­
ican. Thepal'ers .spoke ofa"historicgatheringn. Msgr. 
l/Iontini, representative of the Holy See, was visibly-moved 
on seeing, a.t the magnificent artistic presentation under 
the stars, the.10,OOO Sodalistsof 54 cc:nmtries. 

Newark '59:~l.r·st Steps TOward the GeneralPrinc1ples 

Like Rome, Newark was above all a greatoongress. Im­
pressiveorgan.ization, with religious, artistic and cult'U,£ 
a1 presentations, and with an outstanding press servioe. 
As at Rome, . ·the meeting of the General Council was very 
short. But .more than at Rome, one felt a .growing will to 
set in motion the desired :renewal. 

Thanks to the ohallenging spirit that dominated the 
GeneralCouncil t the leading delegates were able to pursue 
the meeting in informal sessions. There, aU affirmed their 
oomplete confidenoe· in the World Ji'ederatiC)n and oharged 
the Rome Secretariat to begin without delay the prepara­
tion of new Rules. It was the first step toward the GeneI"-'­
alPrinoiples~ 

'l'enresolu.tiOns· oame out of the meeting. The first 
bore' on . Vatic$D. COUnoil II, a.lready annoUJ:loed by John 
XXIII•. The next :tWo dealt with the international aposto:", 
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l&1;'e:" Another1nsi~t~don. the prOlnot10Ilofthe SpiritUal. 
Exe;rcisesmade "in their integraJ.fol'lli or at least during. 

. as long.a time ~sp0l.lsible". 

Bombay' '65· : 'Waitinpj ·for the End of Vatioan.Il: 

. This meeting 'took place from Deoember 3-5, during the 
'International Euoharistio Congress•. Eaoh day-there was ..a . 
4-hour session. This was progress~ no doubt, but here too 
thet-ime was too short. Another advanoe : the Assembly­
made up of 80 delegates from 20 oountries~pronunoedit­
self several times and with unanimity for a radioal. renoV!; 
tion. \'lhen oan we finally have the General. Prinoiples? Ev­
erythingwas readY,but Vatican Counoil II had not yet 
finished its wOrk. Some delegates impatiently demanded the 
immediate promulgation of the new GPs, but· the majority r,!. 
jeCted thiS proposal.. It was olear that our Principles 
should be in harmony ..with the mos~ recent documents of the 
Churoh. IIi partioular, we were still wBi,ting for the De­
oree On the LalApostolate and the Constitution The Church. 
in the Modern World. so, the thing to do was to wait! 

An effort to change the name of the Sodal.1tyof OUr 
Lady was rejeoted by a smaJ.l margizl. Unanimously approved 
was the proposal. to ohange the Statutes: 'in future the Gea 
eral Council would meet at least every three years ( in 
plaoeofeveryfive). 

The next assembly would not take plaoe in Latin Amer­
ioa, as a great many desired, but at Rome, ·on the oocasion 
of the Third World Congz:oessof the Lay Apoetolate. 

Rome '67 : "Almost a New Bedrming" 

Participa.ting in this. :f'ourth. meeting of the G:eneral 
Council were 140 delegates from 37.oountries, . of whom 34 
had -the right .of vote. An unforgettable assembly, a his­
torio event! For .the first time in our history, a.world 
"oonstituency" formulated its· own. doouments. A gathering 
truly dynamio, with moving testimonies, refleoting a grow­
ing unity in diver.sity, an.d above all a great ". oharity. 
Three paCked days, full of life and aotion.After voting 
on the individual Prinoiples andS1ia.tutes, the Counoil, t~ 
ward the olose of the third day, approved the whole unan­
imously. 
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Rome. '67 marked the pqintot departure qj'.a new.evol.!! 
tion. It ,has be'en cal;Ledare-bir'lih, "aJ.most/ii, pew.pegin­
ning": new. ftlnCiamen.tal Principles,new Statutes, a new ju... 
ridical structure, a pew name ,a new mission .in i tscommon 
cO!l\lllitment to "strug'gleasainstpover'\;y andinjust.ice ll • 

Lastly, neither the General ot the Jesuits nor the Prima 
Primaria'retainauthority in theWorld.!'edera'l:;ion. The Fe£ 
eration itseltbecomes the bOndo;f' unity and the guarantor 
ot the authenticity ot the movement •. , 

Santo Domingo '70 : Challenge' tor the Future 

Atter the enthul3iasm ot.Rome, now we see the· trial by 
tire. A. renewed and rejuvenated movement appeared. How 
live this renewal? . The documents otRome spoke much about 
community de+iberation, our specific method tor finding 
the will ot God. 'l'hisprotoundly spiritual method was sup­
posed to characterize the Council of Santo Domingo. Had 
the implementation of this valid desire been exagerrated? 
Was the movement ready for it? 

Whatever the anf;lwer be, it was clear from the start· 
that this Council woUld nO.t be at all of the usual type. 
,The radical change in. the program that had be.en planned, 
the withdrawal ot several Latin American federations '(lat­
er, it will beoome clear that there was question in faot, 
rather of a number of individuals), the tensions, the gro£ 
ingto find a solution, all that revealed a orisis. "The 
orisis.in the Church"-that WSI3 the theme of the Assembly­
had beoome 9ur orisis too. 

The shook was salutary. If Rome '67 marked a new evo­
lution, that evolution made itself apparent after ,the ex­
perienoe of 1970. The new .leaders drewthecollsequences. 
The "synthesis of reaotions" after Santo DomingO insisted 
on, amone; others, the ,following points: the Spiritual Exer', 
oises as a oommon base, the :full applioation of the Gener:: 
al Prinoiples, ouroommonmission in the world, the grow­
ing disoovery o·f . our being a world oomtnunity. 

A.!!€(sburg '73 : Our Servioe : To Liberate All Men 

The ohallenge of Santo Domingo here found an eloquent 
response :a General Couoil set within the framework, not 
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ot'spec);ta.<:lular presentations, but of the Spiritual 'Exer-7' 
cises atlda PormationCourse. Rom'e-Augsburg'73 represents 
the implementation of the mainaspirations.of the preced,.. 
ingCoUncil.This General COUnoil lasted five' fUll daY's. 
one day onlY' was given to "busines.s". There,'wasadequate 
tilIle'for prayer an,d,personal. reflection. There was' plentY' 
of timefordel1beration togetller in small groups. Very sp!. 
cial attention was givan to our common mission, that of li~ 
eration. The Eucharistic celebrations were sober :and im­
pressive. A SolidaritY' Fund had made sure that all coun­
tries could participate. One foUnd a strong commUn1~Y a~ 
wareness in the sharing and in the desire to serve better 
bY' moving forward together. 

The influence of the Rome-Augsburg eXperience has 
been enormous. One saw prolonged and extended on natiOnal, 
regional and contin,ental levels the spirit and theap­
proach of these daY'S.. The Rome Secretariat did everythiIig 
possible to carry out all the orientations ardconclusiob.s~ 
This sixth meetirigof the Council was without doubt a. cul­
minating point: the Y'outhful World Federation was reail:y 
begirining to function. . 

Manila. '76 : For a Better Service. Poor With Christ 

It is hardlY'surprisirig that at Manila too one felt 
the influence of the preceding nouncil. There was a simi­
larity irithe two events. 

This does not mean that Manila lacked its own special 
character. Quite the contrary. PersonallY', I lived thestl 
five weeks as an original and special experience'. Why? I 
think above all of the poverty. I do, not remember that pe~ 
pIe talked about povertY'; theY' lived it. The social inser­
tion experience, a privilege reserved to the partici­
pants of Course II, had touched iri a small way all the cit}! 
ers as well. I think of the spiritual clima~e of serenitY', 
of calm, of simplicitY'. As at other times, there weredif~ 
ferences, but here theY' were set ~orth unpretentiously, 
prudentlY'. I .think of our Asiatic friends, of their serene 

. and smilirig presence. I think, of course, of so many Y'oung 
people who, along with the adults, - llmatie lt Manila '76. I 
think of our unity in Christ, so often felt and lived. WhO 
could ever, irideed, forget the coUncil's close" and' that 

-67 

http:mainaspirations.of


o'Q,tp()'Ul"ingof ttl.e.f:l1l11":i;t.. : a~ 
Eu.ohari~tio kiss of peaoe?.· 

And the negativeaspeots?As &lways and EI'Ierywhere, 
they were .n,ot'laoking., but regular evaluations were not 
laoking either. AndloTe was stronger. 

* * 
* 

All human history is, in its deepest reality, the history 
of divine aotion. "Consider", says Saint Ignatius, "how 
God works and labOrs for me in all things ••• " (Sp. Ex. no. 
236) ~ 

!he history that I have just e'loked, .so short and so 
limited, reveals a . moment in the history of salvation. 

'It invites us to contemplation, inordertogrowin 
love. 

It invites 'Us to the bes.t of all aotions, abandon­
ment to the divine aotion. 

Louis PAULUSSEN s.j. 
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