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MANIl.A '76 


I~three m~nth~the na'tiJnaJ. delegates ~<of CLe will 
izi"Ma:hiiEi..<'; '";" '," 

<iP:reparations are intensifying. And .thisnot 

delegations that will attend. ' The 


WITH CHRIST FOR J\ BETTER SERVICE" 

the different oountrie 


So too 


As we write these lines, 41 countries 

to attend. 


Of these national delegations, 38 will be taking part 
~in the different Formation Courses. Most of the federa­
tions have wisely dividedtheii- delega.tion among the 3 
courses, so as to get the benefltof the complete series. 

As of now we have registered : 

-	 56 partioipants for Course I (the CLe way of life) 

... 	 44 participan,ts for Course II '(the CLC vooation at the 
service of mission in the world) 

- 71 participants :fo'r Course III (the dynamio and pedagogy 
of the growth process in CLC). 

Thus agreatntUnber ofCLe delegates will be at Manila 
from July 28't<) August 30,' taking part in the work of the 
General Assembly and the various Formation Courses. 
•. 	 • l 

For all of us ,members of OLe, ,thi,s il3 the time to ·perse";' 
verein prayer "with oneheart",sO that the Lord send His 
Spirit, so that He strengthen our Community so it may wit­
ness to ,His love ,in the midst of all our brothers. 
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THE CON ~ EM P ~ A ~I ON B 

OF THE SECOND WEEK OF THE EXERCISES 

by Louis PAULUSSEN~ S.JO' 

On'tke desk befol"eme lies 'the new publication o.f the 
Rom.e Secretariat" "SURVEY of 'the Formation ProGce.ss in the 
Christian Life CO!lllli.Unities".It is addressed t"o the le/itders 
of CLC. It is with joy that I read in the Introduction the 
following declara'tion, which I underline : 

II They (those in .chaxg.e) will need to have a vision 
deep enought.o grasp the total picture of formation 

.•••• Withoutthisglo.sa:r -vision, the s~ey document 
,ha'S H,ttleworth" (page 2) 

After the Exercises, tb.e ,principal specific source, 
aild after the .General Principles, Whichar-eanapplic:a;tion 
.of the Exercilil:es;TIe have .here a' third souro.e ·for our ·in... 
apiration. ''l!his Q:.ocument"prepared withtbe most recent 
national aild .local. e-xperiencesas :a basis,·. is closely 
linked to the-pr!!lc-ed'ing .'souroes. 'It follows fa1thfuily~he 
i Unerary of the Exe%\cises. ' 

The·'q:u.otationgiven shove is 'not surpr.·ising... Just as 
itis:neeessaryto.have a totalv.isionortheExercis~B to 
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unClerstand, for example, the oonteI1l;plations, . and just as 
i ti.s essential to have a. total vision of th.e General;Pri,!! 
oiples,80 iIi tp.e same way it isindispensab1eto peroeive 
the prooess of formation in OW through a vision of·the 
ensemble. 

Contemplative Vision 

Praotioally,this.oeans that CLC leaders need to have 
from the beginning a .olear grasp of what CLe is a.bout. To­
ward the end of the broohureon formation,this finality is 
olearly expressed : 

"CLC ought, continually and in every possible way, to 
help its members to find what the. Lord wants to say 
to us"through all things; 'and so to find what our r!!!, 
sponse of servioe ought to be". (page 37) 

This sentenoe has a great deal in it! The words need 
to be weighed. Here !ortly wish to highlight the fact that 
the aLes are called to introduoe theirmembers,syep by 
step but "oontinually" and, "in every possible way", to a 
oontemplative vision of all of reality. One wants to form 
Christians Who will be. "contemplatives in actiontt.Doubt.,.. 
less, nothing new. But it is a joy to sl3ethat this docu­
merit explicitly confirms an essential quality of the Exer.... 
cises and so of CLC, one that is not always sufficiently 
perceived. 

Here,' then, the most important point of this article 
is already stated. To be able to grasp the meaning of the 
contemplations of the Second Week, one must see. them in 
the light of the main thrust that dominates and unifies 
all of the. Exercises:". a gradual education toward discover­
ing·the action of God in a.ll·thine;s and toward abandoning 
oneself to that, action. 

This line of insp1ration,vihich has .1ts orig1nin the 
PrinCiple and Foundation, is'deveioped and beoomes con­
crete throughout the four 'Veeks; to find its oulylinating' 
point intl).e simple' and transparent vision of the Contem­
plation to Gain Love • 
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Interior Knowledge 

The thirty-odd contemplations of the life of Jesus 
proposed fot' the Second \'leek hav.e as their main purpose to 
enable me to discover in a more concrete way the divine in 
ten-tions regarding me in the work of redemption. They ini! 
iate me ever more into the depths of the heart· of Jesus, 

x-to sound. his thoughts, his intentions, his sentiments, his 
. 	 desires, his thirst for unity and love, his actions, his 

sufferirig. This "interior knowledge" (Sp. Ex. 104) opens 
my heart ever wider and impels me. to lIf'ol.low" him more: to 
allow myself to be guided by him,to ahandon myself to him. 

More practically : am I ready to follow him evert­
.,where?DoI let myself be guided by him always'? Even 
where difficult things are involved? 

Here St. Ignatius shows himself uniquely a master. He 
not only presents·me with difficult things, but even With 
,what is the most difficult: to accept gladly and with love 
contempt and humiliations. 

The only motive: Jesus. The way:to contemplate Jesus. 

The author Of the Exercises does not stint in his ef. 
forts to help Us do this. How manYar.motations, additions, 
indications, suggestic)I1s and proposals there are in this 
little book! _ 

To contemplate Jesus, according to Ignatius, is above 
all to be fUlly open, to "see". To see with all my heart. 
To see, yielding my whole person to the effort. To hand mz 
self over to the truth. To believe. To. love. 

He has me beginwhera Jesus willed to. begin, in the 
womb of Mary. Jesus here invites.me to flbe with him"(Spir.
Ex. 93), which means that I should become, in him, ~ery 
small and helpless. . 

To contemplate ,is to be open, with my whole being: at 
times to see, to obserVe, to regard, to consider, at times 
to, hear, to, listen, to converse, to ask. On a deeper lev­
el, to contemplate can become to feel t to taste or even to 
touch •••And above ali to "reflect Within myself", to en­
ter into the depths of my heart, 'in .1)rder to "see" more, 
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· . . -' . . 
olearly. There wher'e I am most myee~lf ,where I." most in­
timatelyup.ited to Jesus, . I ask what he wisheS to say to 
me, what. is hiS will regarding' me. ' This ifil thl! moment to 
give myself more conoretely, 'to "foIIOw"Jesus, to let.my­
self be guided by him. 

'To oontemplate is to ••••• ,.but who oan exhaust the e,!, 
pressions .of-love? 

Praotioal Knowledge 

, So, OLC :l.s for "oontemplativestf? Not exaotly. But it 
seems to me very olear that oontemplation belongs to our 
way of praying, working and living. Christian Life meane 
growth in the divine lif,e within'us•.To grow in Cltrist, to 
grow in love. Myidentifioation with .Jesusw:ill be ever 
more real by my fidelity to oontemplation. I share more 
and more his-vision, his love. Little by..little, my oontem 
plation beoomessomething habitual. GradUally, my fa.ithf~ 
ness beoomes Ita growing attention to, and faoility in, 
finding God in all' things" (SURVEY, page 37), listening to 
his word, abandoning myself to his,aotion. 

What is direotl.yin question here is myself. I am, e1: 
idently, rooted with. every fiber of my being in all of hu­
manity. But in the Exeroises, there: is question first of 
all, of me, preoisely.so as to better serve Qthers.- Every­
thing is direoted towards the speoifios and the praotioe 
of my personal life. Above all theSeoond Week., .The oonte,!!! 
plations, joined to the oonsiderations of the Kingdom, the 
Two Standards, the Three Classes of Men, .the Three Degrees 
of Humility,· are an almost irresistible foroe~ I begin to 
see and to livem a more oonorete way the praotioal oonse 
quenoes. of my union with Jesus. I begin to realize that 
Love "beoameman for me"! (Sp.Ex.104). 

Christians know very well that Jesus lived and gave 
his life for all men. But very few realize that he lived 
and gave his life for eaoh one personally, for me. 

We must not "divide"JesusChrist! His love is always 
one :and indivisible. He oannot :-as' we, pooro'reatu;res­
love in part~ He always loves with. all his heart, . and his 
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love is always perfect. So he is everything for all men. 
So he is everything for me. 

If YOU .but knew the gift of God ... ! 

This-oontinual "for melt, repeated, repeated over, and 
still repeated again, reveals to us the intensity and the 
depth of th.eexperiences of Lgnatius" It reveals to us his 
desire to help us. His desire to communicate to us some­
thing of what he has lived. The experhmce of the personal. 
love of Jesus for me is perhaps the most powerful thing in 
the Ignatian contemplations. Wi thou.t this personal love., 
the spirirt;~1ity and the Work of St. Ignatius are' inexpli­
cable. He contem:.plated. He saw" He touched the truth. And 
his life was changed. 

Having reached the- core of the Second Week, it is di! 
ficult to escape any more from. the invitation o"f Love. The 
Incarnate Word, in all the mysteries of his life, is the.re 
for me. He eff·ects. my liberation While carrying me always 
in his heart" He has done all an4 suffered all so as to 
purify me an.:d t()unite me ycetmGire 'Closely to him. All the 
momentsof my life /lrealrea.d:y changed by this-" Through 
him "and with him, all is prepa;red:for me. All is ·ready•. A 
banquet is waiting forme. SotVIha't is to be done? 

I have contemplated. I hav-e sean. . The pearl of the 
gospel is there .at .ttryfinger.tt,ps. Tn-e fountain of life is 
right there before me.. To he able to live the fulnessof 
the present Inoment~ Ihav-e Q1t:ily to ·open my heart.. Tnere is 
only. one thing to bedone: to let the living water fJAw 
and to receive'>the gift ofG0d11 (John 4.:11)). 

'" '* .* 



In preparing tor. the ooming feast: 

MAY '27 ASCENSION 

.'t:UNE6 ': PENTECOST 


II Then:, from the Mount of Olives, they went back to J~ 
,rusalemu ;Wi).en they reached the city, they went to the up­
per room where they were 'staying••• Ii (Acts 1: 12-13). 

So begins the history Of the Church. At the'moment 
when Jesus, disappeared into the clouds, leaves to itself 
ca "Church" appare;ntly defenseless and vulnerable" A small 
group of men,:i.;n,no way ready ,to conquer the world. Would 
they even ,be able to obtain a heari,:p.g at JeruSalem, these 

'men who had abandoned , their master when he was arrested, 
and who, on the morrow, ,lock,ed themselves in for fear of ' 
the Jews? ,Their reaction, too, is revealing: just as forty 
days ago, 'before Jesus risen came to ~urprise them, they 
shut themselves up within the upper ro-om. Will they go out 
foranytning else than' t,o quietly scatte:r, putting an_ end 
to, the a,dventure they had had with Jesus of Nazareth? •• 

But what a contrast betweenA~cens;on evening andPe~ 
"tecost morning!Not only does thE! group of friends of JesuS 
dare to show themselves, bu~ they "lift:,up;,th,:eir voice", 
(Acts 2:14),and 'challenge'th.e crowds of Jews assembled for 
the feast. "Standing with the eleven", Peter boldly makes 
,Jesus known, shows that in him the words of the prophets 
are fulfilled, proclaims that he is ,risen, , and that "God 
has made this Jesus,' whom you crucified, both Lord and 
Christ" (Acts 2:36). 

A spectacular about-face, that only the irruption of 
the Spirit of God explains. On this morning the Church of 
Christ, enlightened, strengthened" aJ.l confusion and unce,!: 
tainty banished by the Holy Spirit, begins its course ••• 

Henri HOLSTEIN - The Ezeerience of the Gospel 



THE GOSPEL OF MARK 
(co+ttinued) 

By Carlo.MARTINI s. j. 

What structural elements allow uS to grasp the basic 
idea of Mark~ \'1e ~poke already Of the "summaries"" 'those 
synthetic accounts that assemble the variousfragmerits re­
lating to the period from. the first: min:istryin Galilee to 
the Passion. In this sense Mark's GospeL appears as a long 
j,ntroduction to the Passion ofJ'esus'~ Jesus has fulfilled 
~Ae will. of God, even to the.l;lupreme sacrifice. But this 
;~oes not. yet tell us the specific oharacteristics of this 
~ospel. 'I'hereare other things that let us Uilderstand bet­
ter what Mark' wished to say to his readers.' One of these 
is the differenoe in vocabulary between the first and the 
seoond. parts of the Gospel. ,.,. . 

The vooabulary of the first . part is cha,racterhedby 
words' that mean "comprehend", "undeTstand", "listen", 
"know". Jesus rebukes llisdi,sciples: '~Do you not grasp 
it?"; ",Have you not. understood?"; "He who has ears ·to 
near, .lethimllear.... In ,the first part of Ilis ministry, 
Jesus. asks for an ~derstanding of .the Kingdom, exhorts 
h;i.shearers to lookbey:ondappearances •. $tarting from.Cha.E, 



tel'S,. the delllands of Jesus change. Now he is. not insist- ' 
ing onunderstan.ding the Kingdom, on opening one's, eyes 
and onets ears, . but on doing something fot:" the Kingdom, : 
giving onself ,giving one's own life, being willing to co~ 
mit oneself.- Only he who, loses his life will save it ••• 
i,t is necessary to leave house, brothers, sisters, par­
ents,' sons, daughters, fields for the Gospel and for eter­
nal life••• if necessary, do not hesitate to cut off your 
hand or your foot, or to pluck'out your eye •••• Mark here, 
then, is presenting a progression in the preaching of Jes­
us, in which he moves from a simple announcement of the 
mystery to its implementation, from understanding to doing. 

A second element lets us grasp this fact better~ In 
the first eight chapters the insistence on the person of 
Jesus is rather veiled. Thus, Jesus is rather reticent a­
bout himself, he does not wish that.his followers speak a­
bout his powers and prerogatiVes, he even directly forbids 
them to do so. This is what is sometimes called the Messi,!!' 
nic secret : Jesus demands of those who are healed that 

,they not divulge his name. 

Starting with Chapter 8, a new element enters the pi£ 
ture. There remains the reserve of J·esus with regard to 
the crowd, but he begins to draw,the attention of his di­
sciples to the mystery of his person. "Who am I?", is the 
question that Jesus puts toPete:r atCesarea Philippi. 
Here begins the second part of the Gospel. The·first part 
spoke of the Kingdom of'God in general, the second begins 
to explain the mystery of the Son of Man. This Son of rIlan 
must suffer, must undergo mysterious trials. Jesus ex­
plains to his disciples tbe sense of his Messianic role, 
which includes the passage" through death to resurrection. 
This Christological llresentationof fllark aims at gradually 
leading the catechumen from a first external hearing of 
the, wor.dto a penetration of it into his heart. The path 
of the diSCiple is not that of an easy following in 'enthu.!! 
iaBm of a miracle-working leader,but a progressive ident! 
fic~tionwith the myst'ery itselfb.f the Lord, who was re­
jected and killed. Thus the 'cateChUmen becomes able to un­
derstand what is meant by Baptism~It1s not the admission 
into a rather rich and fortunate community, which can help 
him socially a.hdeconOmically. It<is to enter into a myst!, 
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ry of' d~ath imdresurrection through which he will be able 
in Chr:Ls.t to be of help to many. 

There is a thl.rdelement that lets us recognize the 
.progressive education of the catechumen contained. in the 
second. of the gospels. We see it in the use i.tself of 
the word, "Gospel", a use that .is tYPical of Mark. He is 
the only one of the evangelists who begins with the work, 
"gospel": "The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
Son of God" (Mark 1 :". The word; "gospel", is found eight 
times ,in Mark,' and always 'at important points in the narr!!; 
tive; it is found less frequently in Matthew and never in 
Luke. What different shades of meaning does it have in 
Mark? Mainly two, corresponlling to the two periods of the 
preaching of Jesus as reported in Mark that we have alreas 
y tried to trace. In the first ,part, the term has a gener­
ic meaning: an announcement of the message that God comes, 
that he remembers hunanity. _ tiThe time is fulfilled, the 
Kingdom of God is near, repent and believe the good news": 
so begins the preaching of Jesus according to Mark. The 
Gospel is. the good news that ,originates with God, the sal",,:, 
vation that God offers to men. Starting from Chapter 8we 
again find the word, but with an important :::addit;ion. :~In 

Mark 8: 35 Jesus says, "he who loses his own life ~~for~~ my 
~ and for the Gospel, will find it"; arid in Mark 10:29, 
"no one who has left house or brothers•••• or lands for my 
~ and for the Gospel" will lack his reward. 

What. has happened? The word""Gospel", has' taken on a 
new content, or better, has revealed its true content. The 
Gospel is not simply a messag~, goodnews, it is Jesus h~ 
self among us. ~t is his destiny ofdeath'and resurrection 

.that the Christian, ,the catechumen, is called on toexper! 
ence in himself. Mark therefore orients tis to a reading of 
the facts about Jesus, Which involves our listening to the 
accounts of Peter and of the traditions of. the primitive 
Church, but at the sarne t:i..me he invites .the catechumen to 
face the fundamental problem: what am I asking for in bap­
tism? what am I committing myself to? what is the essence 
of this new attitude'that I int~d to embrace in my life? 

From what we have seen, Mark's Gospel could be de­
fined thus: a catechumen's approach to understandin~ the 
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mystery of Ohrist. 'AhapproaoJ:!. because it, is:a.fi't·st init~ 
'iation. Luke and Matthew will l3aymore..Johll~w.:i.lllliakeus 
penetratE! moredeeplyin1io the Trinitarian riches of the 
mystery. Ma.rk gives us only a first preselltation. A cate­
chumen's approach :'the catechumen comes to know the <Tesus 
of historY', .admires him as a miracle-worker, as a man. full 
of goodness and of kindness to the'sick. He feels himself 
at tl'acted to Him. And 'through this exterior attraction he 
comes to understand the mystery of Christ. 

(to be continued) 

* ' * 
'* 
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OLe HOW IT S-TAR~ IN HOLLAND 

.by M~BLICniAN 

,When I wa.s asked. some time ago, to write 'something 
about our work in Holland, I seriously considered 'things 
before doing so. because what we do is still inaprepara­
tory phase. We even. wonder if we can call.it OLe yet. But 
the littl.e fire is lit, and perhaps it can beot help to 
others, so I Will try to. explain our experience. 

How did it all start? I think I have to go back to 
1.967. I .did some.work as a member of the Par.ent-Teacher As 
sO,ciation of the Jesu!t. College in Haren (Groningen): 
Through this work ~r organizing religious programs for p~ 
ents, discussion ~o-q.psfor teenagers. etc. t I got to know 
~ather Jan.Kemme S.J. :We did a great deal. of work togethE3.r 
and becaaefrie~ds. 

ThrOugh Fr. Kemme we got in contact with Fr. Paulus­
sen; he came to 'visit our house, and we also became 
,.friends. In 1973 Fr. Pau1ussen asked Fr. Kemme and me to 
attti!nd . the OLe World AssemblY in Augsburg, and as a pre­
paration for that cOngress, to come first to Rome to do 
an individually - guided retreat ~d formation co~e. A 
grea~ decision: I had·to'beaway from m1" husband and six 
children. fhanks to this.dearhusband I went, Without rea! 
1y knowing what to expect. J'r. Paulussen, did tell Us that 
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peoplefrilm allover the World woUld be present, but for 
the rest he did. not explain muoh••• "Go and see for your­
self". 

In Rome I made, for the first time in my life, a ,re­
treat. After this the formation oourse followed: eight 
days in small gro~ps, with.people from all over the world, 
and a tight sohedule~ The first days were tar from ea~y : 
why did I have to leave husband and ohildren to just sit 
on the floor and stiokpieoes of paper together? Why talk 
with people, whom I would possibly never see again? But at 
the same time,. something dawned •••• we were doing things 
TOGETHER. We were aotually livillg Life, and beoame, all of 
us, real friends. 

And all these people wanted the ·same thing : serving 
God in every-day life•. 

This eXperienoe, and'Augsburg afterwarqs, left a deep 
,impression onhothof us, Fr. Kemme and myself. We felt we 
oould not just leave it like ,that. There was a definite 
message for us too: to try to find the same friends in our 
own surroundings. 

In Septemb.er '73 we went .to see the Jesuit PI'e,)vilici$l 
ill the Hague" We .told him about our Rcime-Augsburg exper1e'n 
ce; we realized that nothing'was left of the old sodali= 
ties, and th~t we "Could give ita try. 

SOi to~etherwith Fr.Provl.ncial we asked eight Jesuits 
to attend an~, "introduotion-weekendfor OLe" •..' Eac;h Jesuit 
was askedto·bring one layperson. 

We had to seleot these people carefuly. In HOlland we 
gladly put people into boxes, labelled: oonservative, pro­
gressive, or nothing.a,.t-all. We did not want boxes, let 
alone labels'. 

The weekend was'to beheld the 5th of· January ':Y4. 
Twenty people were preseht, among them Nioholas Roorda, the 
world representative of OLO in person. It was a good week­
end,; we ma!ie new friends •• , . 

Af.ter that first weekend, five more followeq, to in­
troduoe new people allover the country ~ 

.18 ­
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"We .tried to. get a small group of young people inter­
ested·in the Spiritual 1'.1xercises, and had another spJ.rJ.­

. tual-weekend fora group of peopl.e. who had been together 
as "CW-group" already for sometime, since their first 
"introduction-weekend". 

Today we have eleven groups that oome together onoe 
every 3-4 weeks. These groups are in eight different places 
in Holland. Their assistant is Fr. Ed Niessen S.J., and 
asked him how he had brought these people together. 

Fr.Niessen told me. he is deeply convinoed that nobody 
Can be a Christian all by himself.· Because of his work in 
a parish, he gets in contact with a great variety of peo­
ple. He visits the .people·who are asking for "more", and. 
becomes friends with tha'll. Once he knows them better, he 
waits very modestly for the "givemr' moment•.Then he suS 
gests a meeting with other interested people. It depends 
on every person's basic 'interest and need, what suggestion 
he makes: Fouoauld, or CLC.·After all, Fr.Paulussen always 
told us to remember that CLe is only one way to be dedi­
oated .inthe Church••• 

It is thus that in Nijmegen three very different CLC 
groups have started (students•.young marrie.d people, mid­
dIe-aged people) • The weekends have proved to be aD.cfther 
good way to begin. 

The contents of these weekends are a direct result of 
two formation .courses: t.he one of Rome '73, and the one of 
St-Fl'our '74.They have been of great inspiration and value 
to us. Also Nioholas Roorda's experienoe with meetings all 
over the world.. andth.e German "Werkhefte". We had the 
French "Annee d'acoueil" translated, so as to be able to 
give the first groups something to' start with. 

We 'start these weekends on Saturday morning at 10 0' 
cloCk. a"1d usually finish Sunday afetrnoon around 3 0' 

·clook. 

After a. short: "Who is who"?, we divide . into small 
groups with never more than eight nor lesa than six .per­
sons. The total nu.llper of people varies: the largest grot'\P 
was 44••• somewhat too large a group. Some elements used: 
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- The picture-method 'bas been usefUl tj) introduce 
to each other. You can do so much with one well.~chosen 
picture in hand.Try to explain why you took it,what you 
expect fr<3m the future; or, take a picture that m,eans you 
at this moment. Also try to make a story of al::!,the pic­
turesselected in your group. It is amazing how many dif 
ferent storie$~you get,· and how we each need' the other 
to make the story complete. 

- Word-associations are helpful to learn to share your 'in­
ner-feelings, and are a good introduction to meditation. 

- We always have a meditation-exercise. Some :explanation 
first: how to just be silent and at ease, with a pSalm, 
or a·picture, and/or some music. 

. '. ., 

':".We have made much use of Ronnie Viliegas' (Philippines) 
explanation on how to work with a Bible ~ext : re-write 
it in your own words; try to discover what in it is mean 
ing-ful for you at this moment in your Qwn" f'\'1eryday life; 
share it, but without discussion. 

- A short explanation is given of the Spiritual Exeroices, 
and of 010 in the world., 

Each, weekend is prepared with those persons who .,are 
responsible for each group~ This is why each weekend is 
very, different from the one before. 

To tell people in Holland what we have heen doing and 
are planning to do" we have published short articles, or 
simply ,announcements in the Jesuit Monthly. Also we send 
to everyone who has been to a weekend, or takes part in. a 
group, a leaflet with some news, and coming dates.As a rna! 
ter of fact, all the newsletters and bulletins from the 
different oountries.have been of great inspiration ,to us 
too. 

Mostly, I want to say, we are impressed by the real 
friendship we have found, not only with people from all 
over the world, but also with people we are working with 
here in Holland. This friendship'has been the basis of all 
our efforts, and gives us the oourage to go on. This friend 
sh:i,.p makes us very thankful indi:.led for what has' grown, and 
will help us to do this work for the Lord : ad " maiorem Dei 
gloriam. 
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SPAIN A VALUABLE EXPERIENCE 

Applying theCommwiitySpiritual Exercicesto Members 
of A University CLC. 

At the College fiDel Salvadorfl in saragossa, Dece'mber 26-31 
1975, an effort was made to adapt the. experience of Fa the.r 
John Futrell, !'ComrmmitySpiritual Exercises" (taken.. from 
CIS, No. 15, 1974, I) to the members of CLC, according to 
their own way of living. 

Members who took part in the experience: 10 university 
, students .of 2nd, 3rd and 4th year (medicine, law, veteri­
nary,engineering, liberal arts, and one non-university 
student; all had had experience of the Exercises except 
the,last). 

Aim and Approach : The first evening was given to exp~in­
ing what was aimed at, the goal envisioned: TO FORM A COM­
MUNITY·OF FAITH, concretely aCLC. Why the "Commlmityfl Ex­
ercises? To distinguish them.from the individually-guided 
ones. and from those given to large groups. To underline 
that man is essentially social. Faith develops and is con­
served "in community". We needed to reach a true "communi­
tY'commitment" which, in CLC, ought eventually to be per­
manent. It was also "commimitarian" in the methods used, 
which were of that nature 

choosing :Script~e t.exts for reflection together; 
shared prayer . 

spiritualcommunity discerntnent (individual dis'cel'!! 
mentbeing presupposed) 

- community deliberation(according to the guidelines 
for an election 'of St. Ignatius) for the determina­
tion of' priorities, 

a community evaluati:on; sharing of our .experiences. 



.Sources of Mater.ial for our Effort 

- Bible 
~ Book of the Exerci;les 
- Article in CIS by Fr. Futrell 
- Discernment of Spirits, by Fr. GIULIANI. 
~ Notes on Discernment, by Fr. Gonz!lez-TARRIO 
-Articles in PROGRESSIO 1974 by Ingeborg VON GR~EN-

STEIN and Fr. Nicholas RIErl'lAN 

- Elements of Group Dynamics 


Development of the Theme During the. Session 

- First Day: 	Spiritual discernment. The Reality of 
God•.. Our options must be according to 
God. 

-Second Day: 	 Vital prayer. The dyn&~io of disoern­
ment. Do I let myself be dominated by 
events? Or rather, do I foresee things, 
and act with freedom in the face of 
them? .. 

- Third Day 	 DynamiO memory, for a Faith-CoTILTlluni 
. 

ty. 
God in all. Putting oneself in contact 
with one's own salvation history. 

- Fourth Day: 	 The Christian life in a Christian Life 
Community. The charisma of CLC. What 
fundamental direction is to be given by 
me·to my life? What will be the level 
of my commitment? 

~ Fifth Day 	 Vocation. Formulating in my own words 
the.objective and the content of our v~ 
cation.Vooation in view of the mission. 
To what am I called? iVhat do we wish to 
build? Involved here is to concretize a 
little our priorities as a group •• ,from 
them select the three main ones,and see 
wnatconvergence there is in the grpup. 

The "brain-storming" method was applied 

(during a quarter of an. hour) ••• , eveq 

thing read aloud that we had expressed, 


. the three "priqrities" were searOhe.d 

out, and ther,e was unanimous e.greement: 

OUR FIRST STEP ISTOFOBM A C~UN:tTY•. 


- At the enn, a .community evaluation of 
the session was made. 
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1776 - 1976 : AMERIOAN OLOSASK SOME QUESnONS ­

All twelve pages of a reoent issue of The 
Oommunicator, mo,nthly publioation of the 
National oro Federation of the U.S.A., were 
devoted to the Amerioan Bioente~ial,and 
its meaning for theOLOs of that oountry. 
We reproduoe here part of thearticleintr2, 
ducing the issue, plus a summary'of the re­
maining contents, as an example of how one 
National Federation is helping its groups 
to respond asOhristiansand as oro members 
to an importa.ntsecuJ.ar event. 

Putting Meaning into a Misunderstood Bicentennial 

;By MarieA. Schimelfening; Executive Direotor., 'NForo 

"With all of the hoorahs, parades and preparations 
that have been go;i.ng on within the past year, one wouJ.d 
think that the 200th birthday of our "oountry , had already 
passed. And 'ithas'not.Inmany'tm.yspreparations for the 
big day are still being made. Muoh reminisoing is going on 
as we go back 200 years as reflected in todayts activ­
ities. For example, history storiesoan be seen on televi.! 
ion, scenes from Phill:i.delphia and especially the Liberty 
Bell are present in the magazines and newspapers we read 
today. The colors arl;! flYing - rl;!d, white, and blue - from 
our American flag to licensl;! platl;!son oars. Everywhere 
songs are heara whiohreflect the particul.ar e;ra we are 
brought to think about. And perhaps we Can even..hear oUr­
selves humming the "Star-Spangled Banner" or "America, the 
Beatiful ll or "My Country, "'fis of Thee". 

In all of, ,these activities there seems to be an ex:pe!; 
ience of happiness and sadiless. Celebrating is fun'and,.It,m 
sure muoh more of it will be, gOing on in the months ahead. 
The experience of sadness is seen and felt 'when we realize 
t,hat so muoh more oouJ.d and shouJ.d have been done in our 
country the last two hundred years to really have ~nliberty 
and justice for all". ' 
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In· thefollow:i,ngpages of this C01t1MUNICATOR~ articles 
have been written to help us c.Jnsider and reflect on areas 
that should be of concern to us. Each one is a part of a 
whole, the whole being a program spop.sored by the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops with the theme, t'Liberty 
and Justice for. All tI.. It att~mpts to be tithe principal 
mode of Catholic participation in the bicentennial celebra 
~ion of our country. Its primary objective is to stimulate 
a process of reflection,' examination, planning and action 
by the Catholic comrmmity in the United States on the top­
ic of freedom and justice in our SOCiety and in the global 
community, The second objective of the program is to init­
iate a dialogue with the American society about how we 
move from inequality to equality, from injustice to jus­
tice J on a broad spectrura ofissue n • 

Read and reflect on the articles in this issue, and 
discuss. them at your next OLe meeting. Invite others too ~o 
read them. Call the chancery in your diocese to see if the 
Liberty and Justice program has been initiated in your di~ 
cese. If yes, get involved i"n it! If not, ask why not, and 
if possible offer your services••• We the people must take 
seriously our Declaration of Independence. We the people 
must seek constantly for ways that all persons, in all ar~ 
as of our vast;.world, can experience liberty and justice. 1I 

Articles in the COMMUNICATOR include 

- Work 
- Personhood 
-Ethriioityand Race 
- The .Church'at Prayer During the Bicentennial 
- OUr Mission, as Church 
,... The Nation' s Christian Social Consc.ience 
- Pope Paul's Messa,ge of Peace iAn Analysis 
- America Is Not Yet Living Up to its Dream (5 short 

contributions by CLC yout~ members) •. 

The issue closes with the suggestion. that the topic for 
the World CLC Day this year in the USA beRThe Lord'Secures 
,Justice and theB1ghts of All the Oppressed", and that a 
tJhunger meal" foI'l1l part of CLe Day, with the proceeds' going 
to the work of the World Federation. ' 

*' *' 
*' 
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BELGIUM (FoLANDEHS) : .BUILDING "IfHEKINGOOM roG'ETHER 

Sinee15,~arsago" groupso;f the Christ1an Life Communi­
tie:s ha:venaen davel.!;ipingamong :the youth of the '.. Flemish 
region .ofBelgiura. ·Baa.:ldestheiT ~o<lal grou:p meetings and 
proviIicuureeollec;tions, all- or at least a delegation 
f'rom:eaoogroup -areev~Y'ear . invited t.O two days of 
OW itt'ayingand 'UV±ng.. . . 

. 'fliis past January' ,therew.ere'500, be.tween1 6 and 22 years' 
o.fag.e., silbsp.ing thro'U,gh the snow 'toward the Institute of 
pur Lady at Berchem~Antwe-rp. ·Theres. regional delegation 
and a team of. lithe ;oTd:er oneili'll was waiting to we1come them 
.andpilot the:'!Ithrol.l.gh the hours togethe.r. 

"BUILDING THEKINGDOIiI .TcrGE711mrnn" that was theth:.emesugges 
ted bythco ·youththemselves... J3ythat they meant : readiness 
to respond tothec.a:U ',of :the-Lord ,to .,Spread the Kingdom. 
Eaoho.ne ,was ready" ;andhadbro.u,gh't:b.is or .her "stone tf 

, 

that is, painted :pastebo.ardbox: 'on which. :each hadin,+ 
'Scri;bed the gospel text"he thought' bestexpre.sses "the 
bui1:dingoftheKingdam .o.f .Go:d. 

On 'Saturda.y theac:centwa,Bon:getting :acqualntedwitheach 
oth'er, ··.beginning wi'th ;gmaJ.lgroups (H) .persons eaoh) t vd.th 
theh.e1pot'50 '£ac'ili:ta'tors,.>fhe ,groups got "Started and, 
af't'er ,an.ev-eningpiiCni'G, He;r;nanBo:On,~heprie1St-animator 
'f"orthe ·evening~pres.entedthetheme.f based ';on tex.ts .:of 
the Gospel. bu.t reoounted.in :modern1a:ngu.a.ge.,ada,pt±ng'tnem 
to,1:hesi'tuat;Locn ;today.~,These were tilen :expressed inrh1~hL 
m1.c:d.anees, . 'SO that theldeaspene:trat,edbOdi:ss'as well as 
.spirits iand .:hearts,. The,1t a tones"f.orthe eOlls'tructfonof 
thelU:Ei:~domwere 'arranged and 'bal.:anoed .on ,topG:t;oneano'ti!! 
eT to form, w.ith aJ..ittlecreativity~thec'i'1:y·o'fpeac-e.., 
~h:e :newJ'erU$Uelll. 

-:;2;5. 
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\
Sundaz' one breathed an atmosphere of peace, and prayer. 
With the help of a short introduction, given by Carlo Len­
a.erts and followed by an exchange in groups, complete'si';" 
lence was adliieved. A suggestive text, along with some 
brief elaborations of the day's theme, "Act, while, praying 
and pray while acting" formed the thread of this half-hour 
of personal CQiltact with the Lord. A community prayer en­
ded the morning, with much pra.ise and awareness of the 
Lord. 

The impressive sight of these 500 youth" praying in si­
leilce, was mentlonedby "severa.l journalists, present at 
this moving moment, in their articles. One of themconclud 
ed by saying that this weekend of CLC youth might well be 
(lonsidered a kind of miniature II Taize" of the Flemish Cath 
olics. Everyone, especially CLC leaders, were happy wit'ii 
it. And then, the nOon meal was happily reinforced at the 
end with amilk-shalce, pleasant surprise! 

In the afternoon, a plen,ary session led by Rita Steyaert, 
Paul Van Hedke and Carlo Lenaerts. Any participant., was 
able to introduce freely his or her witness,so enriching 
and so revealing, both as regards himself and as regards 
others. The contributions made by the participants werei!! 
terspersed with songs and pniyers. 

The Eucharist, concelebrated by the priest-assistants and 
topped by an enthusiastic homilyof Father Van de Ker­
chove, closed this inspiring gathering.Everyone had become 
more conscious of the absolute necessity of "seeking the 
Kingdom and its justlce",confldent that all the rest would 
be given them besides (Matthew 6:31). 

* * 
* 
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CHILE : OLe STIRRINGS 

What follows are excerPts of a letter written to 
Father Justo Gonzalei-Tarr10, elLC Continental As 
istant for Latina America, by one of the etC 
leaders of Chile. 'The to'pics touched on reflect 
well the achievements and hopes and problems of 
a National Federation that is growing steadily. 
(- Editor's'Note) 

"You have no idea how much good is done byyeur let­
ers'and news! Really, your inter~st and help fires us, all. 
Here are some"local news that might,,'be of interest ••• 

With regard to the CLd - Booklets being putout ::'::here 
in Chile : ' 
-Booklet No. 6 gives something on practical methods for 

conducting a revis,ion of life and other evaluations. 
- No.2" fittingly,' is on "The Specifics of eLe" 
- No.7, just appeared, is on "How to'Live Prayer". Quite 

simple, on various methods of prayer in community, 'fol­
lowed by some explanation of the liturgy; this last an­
swers a need among local youth.

-No.8 'gives the methodolog of one of the types of youth 
~CLCs herein Chile and I know will be ,of interest to pe­

ple, as it is well done. 
i!-'No. 1 is beirig reprinted, in an improved version, since 

'we ran out of it •••• We hope to bring a copy of all 8 of 
these booklets ,to Manila.... We,!flI"ethinkingtoo '-:we 
presume there will be no problem on the part of the CLC 
Secretariat of Rotte- ot publishing one or two booklets 
witha kind of selection of articles and items from PRO­
GRESSIO in recent ,years. 

On March 14, OLe got started in its new location in' 
'Riquelme; it is much better than our former one: furni­
ture, light, etc. We are trying to buy the house. But with 
:rents getting higher right along we have not'managed to do 
so. It i~ a problem. We will see ••• 
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God willing, we will have, startiriginApril~ the 
1st' Sund~of the month in Riquelme as a forma;t;ion day for 
universityCLe members. We have been doing this monthly 
sinoe the last 4 months of '75, when it worked'out well ••• 

Also in Apr~l is the traditional day-of~retreat at 
Hurtado Street during H91;r Week••• A team to prepare us on 
the theme of 'Manila is. already funotioning. It is uSing, 
of course,the Manila', theme : "Poor with Christ for a Bet­

. ter Service". Father Naoho Vergara, S.J. (a worker-pries.t), 
is animatin.g1ihis grOUp. We have phC?tocopied the basic Ma-' 
nilamaterials received so as to get in the swing of it. 
There will be about 100 university'students taking part.
Keep it in your prayers. ., 

A positive note: at the moment there are three commun 
i ties(and communities in t,he true sense) of adult wome;noi 
erating, one in Valparaiso, one in Antofagasta and one in 
Santiago. They are groups with much promise; soine have made. 
the full Exercises. What is interesting is that each group 
is, in a certain sense, specialized~The group in the North 
all work.in hospitals, the Valparaiso group do patisn 
work, work: in the' slums,catechetics.TheSantiago group 1!! 
cludes 4 who have theology degrees, and is interested in 
working with gir1s'groups. It would be great to bring the 
3 groups together one day, as they are not acquainted with; 
each other. I visited the group at Valparaiso, but not 
that of Antofagasta. No money for that. The difficult 
thing is that every paragraph I .writealwaysends 
the subject of money. 

up on 

Therew!ll be a good group of 'Jesuit novices 'again 
this year, thank God. You will not be surprised if I tell 
you the majority are'from CLe. It is not that CLe is some­
thing for developing vocations. NO, 'riot that. But it is a 
sign that the thing is of God. If there is a truly com­
mitted collimunity life among youth, religiOUS vocations 
cannot help but come out of it; at least, so it seems to 
me. 

Several week:s ago, a Jesuit from Uruguay, much inter­
ested in CLe, came to talk to us'. ,And' in M~ one of the 
Worfd Federation' leaders from the uSA, here forprofel3sioa 
al reasons, will spend a weekend V(ith us;. These contacts, 
I feel, do us all Iltllch ~od.1I 
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