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Preparatlans are intensifying. And xhis not onl~
the delegations that will attend. The Asse
>00R WITH CHRIST FOR A BETTER SERVICE", g

ssed in the different countrles

25 1clgation
" As we write these lines, 41 countries'are registered
to attend.

- 0f these national &elegatlons, 38 will be taking part
.in the different Pormation Courses. Most of the federa~
~tions have wisely ' divided their. delegation among the 3
courses, so as to get the bemefit of the complete series.

As of now we have reglstered
- 56 partlcipants for Course I (the CIC way of life) -

= 44 participants for Course II (the CLC vocat10n4 at the
service of mission 1n the world)

= 71 participants for Course III (the dynamic and pedagogy
of the growth process in CIC).

Thus a great number of GLG delegates will be at ¥Manila
- from July 28 to August 30, taklng ‘part in the work of the
General Assembly and the varlous Formation Courses.

" FPor all of us, members of CiC, . thls i$ the time to perse~

" vere in prayer "with one heart“; €6 that the Lord send His
Spirit, so that He strengthen our Community so it may W1t~'
ness to Hls love in the midst of all our brothers.

2~




PHE CONTEMPLATIONS

OF THE SECOND WEEK OF THE EXERCISES
by Louis PAULUSSEN, S.J.

‘On the desk before me lies the new publication of the
Rome Secretariat, "SURVEY of the Formation Process in the
Christian Life Communities™.It is addressed to the leaders

of CLC. It is with joy that I read in the Introductlon the
following &eclaratlon, ‘which I underline :

"Théy (those in charge) will need to have a vismon
deep enough to grasp the total picture of formation

ewss Without this global vision,the survay document
;haS little worth" (page 2)

T Afxer the Exercises, the prmnclpal spec1f1c source,
and after the General Principles, which are an application
of the Exerciges, we have here a third source -for our in-
spiration. This document, ‘prepared with the most recent
" national and local. experlences ‘a8 @ basis, . is closely
lipked to the<preceding -sources, It follows falthfully the
;1tinerary af the Exercises.’

. Ehe-quotgt;qq,gzven above is not surprising., Just as
it is ‘necessary to have a total vision of the Exercises to
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understand, for example, the contemplatlcns, and ;ust as:'“
it is essential to have a total vision of the General Prin-

ciples, so in the same way it is. 1ndlspensable to perceive o

 the process of formatlon 1n CIC through a v1smon of the
‘ensemble.‘v : -

Contemglatlve Vlslon

, Practlcally, this neans that CIC leaders need to have‘

from the beglnnlng a. clear grasp of what CIC is about. To=-
ward the end of the brochure .on’ formatlon this fmnallty is
clearly expressed ;

“CLC ought contlnually and in every p0351ble way, to '
help its m,embers to find what the Lord wants to say
to us’through all things; “and so to find what our re
sporise of service.ought to be". (page 37)

‘ This sentence has a great deal in it! The words need
to be weighed, Here I only wish to highlight the fact that
the CLGs are called to introduce ' their members, - step by
step but Tecontinually" and "in every possible way", to a
contemplative vision of all of realmty. One wants to form
Chiristians who will be. "contemplatmves in action®, -Doubt~
less, nothing new. But it is a joy to see that this docu~
ment explicitly confirms an essential quality of the Exer=
~c¢ises and so of CLC, one that is not always sufficiently
percemved. : o

Here, then, the most important point of this article
is already stated. To be able to grasp the meaning of the
-contemplations of the Second Week, one must see then in
the light of the main thrust that dominates and unifies-
all of the: Exercises: a gradual education toward discover-

ing the action of God in all’ thlngs and toward abandonlng
oneself to that action. ~ :

- This line of 1nspirat10n, whlch has its orlgin in the
Principle and Foundation, is- developed and becomes conw
crete throughout the four Weeks, to find its culmlnatlng',
point in the simple and transparent vision of the uontem-
platlon to Galn Love. ~




Interior Knowledg °9;l:f o , - S

- The thlrtywodd contemplatlons of the life of Jesus
proposed for the Second Week have as their main purpose to
enable me to discover in a more concrete way the divine in
tentions regarding me in the work of redemption. They inij
iate me ever more into the depths of the heart - of Jesus, .
¢ to sound his thoughts, his intentions, his sentiments, his
desxres, hig thirst for unity and love, his actions, his
suffering. This "interior kmowledge" (Sp. Ex. 104) opens
my heart ever wider and impels me to "follow" him more: to
allow myself to be gulded by him,to abandon myself to him,

More practically : am I ready to follow him evegz
Jwhere?Do I let myself be guided by him always? Even
‘where difficult things are involved?

, Here St. Ignatius shows himself unlquely a master. He
not oﬁly presents.-me with difficult things, but even with
what is the most difficult: to accept gladly and with love«
contempt and humlllatlons.

The only motlve. Jeeus. The way.to contemplate Jesus.

The author of the Exerclses does not stlnt in his ef-
forts to help us do this. How many annotations, additions,
indications, suggestions and proposals there are in this
llttle book* ‘ I

To contemplate Jesus, according to Ignatlus, ‘is above
all to¢ be fully open, to "see". To see with all my heart.
To see, yielding my whole person-to the effort. To hand my
self over to the truth, To believe, Tb love. ‘

He ‘has me begln where Jesue willed to. begin, in the
womb of Mary, Jesus here invites me to "be with hlm”(Splr.
EX. 93), which means that I should become, in him, very
small and helpless. ’ '

To contemplate As- to be open, with my whole being: at
- times to see, to observe, to regard, to consider, at times
to hear, to listen, to converse, t0 ask. On a deeper lev=
el to contemplate can become to feel, to taste or even to
touch.,.And above all to "reflect w1thin myself", to en-
ter into the depths of my heart, 1n‘o;der to  "see" more
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clearly. There where I am most myself, where I am most in=
’ tlmately united to Jesus, I ask what he w1shes to.say to
me, what is his will regarding me, ' Thig is the moment to
give myself more eoncretely, to "follow" Jesus, to let my-

self be gulded by hmm.: .

‘To contemplate is to....., but who can exhaust the ex
pressions of- love9 .

Practical Knowledge

* So, CILC is for "contemplatives"? Not exactly. But it
gseems to me very clear that contemplation belongs to our
way of préaying, working and living. Christian Life means
growth in the divine life within us. To grow in Christ, to
grow in love, My identification with Jesus will be ever
more real by my fidelity to contemplation. I share more
- and more his vision, his love. Little by-little, my contem
‘plation becomes something habitual, Gradually, my faithful'
ness  becomes "a growing attentlon to, and facility in,
finding God in all things" (SURVEY, page 37), listening to
“his word, abandoning myself to his action. '

What is 1rect;z in questlon here 18 mxself. I am, ev
idently, rooted with every fiber of my being in all of hu= -
manity. But in the Exerelses, there’ is gquestion first of
all, of me, precisely .so as to better serve others. Every-
thing i8 direeted towards the specifics and the practice
of my personal life. Above all the Second Week., The contem
plations, joined to the conslderatlons of the Kingdom, the
Two Standards, the Three Classes of Men, the Three Degrees -
of Humility,: are an almost irresistible foree. I begin to
see and to live in a more concrete way the practical conse
quences of my union with Jesus, I begin to realize. that
Love "became man for me®! (Sp. Ex. 104)

Christians know very well that Jesus llved and gave‘
his 1life for all men. But very few realize that he lived
and gave hig life for each one. personally, for me,

We must not. "divide" Jesus Christ' His 1ove is always
one :and indivisible. He cannot =.as we, poor creatures -
love in part. He always loves w1th all hls heart,_ and his
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1bve is alwéys perfeet., So he 1s everythlng for all men,
S0 he is everythlng for me.

;f you‘but knew the g;ft'of God.,,!
' This continual "for me", repeated, repeated over, and -
8till repeated again, reveals to us the intensity and the
depth of the experiences of Ignatius. It reveals to us his
desire to help us. His desire to communicate +to us some-

thing of what he has lived. The experience of the personal

love of -Jesus for me is perhaps the most powerful thing in

the Ignatian contemplations. Without this personal love,

the spirituality and the work of St. Ignatius are inexpli=- -
cable. He contemplated. He saw. He touched the truth, And

his life was changed, : ' B

Having reached the: core of the Second Week, it is dif
fieult to escape any more from the invitation of Love. The
Incarnate Word, in all the uysteries of his life, is there
for me, He effects my liberation while carrying me always
in his heart., He has done all and suffered all so as to
purlfy me and to unite me ygt more closely to him, A1l tno
moments of my life are already changed by this. Throubh
him and with him, all is prepared for me. All is ready. -
banguet is waiting for .me. So, what is to be done?

I have contemplated. I have seen. The pearl of the
gospel is there at ny flnwertzps. The fountain of life is
right there before me. To be able to live the fulness of
%the present moment, T ‘have only %o open my heart. THere is
only. one thing to be done t to let the living water flow
and %o recexve "the gift of God" (John 1:10).,




In pfeparing‘fdr.thercoming féastvty

ASCENSTON
PENTECOST

- "Then, from the Mount of Ollves, they went back to Je
,rusalem...When they reached the c¢city, they went to the up-
per room where they were staylng..." {Acts 1 12—13).«

. So begins the history gf ‘the Church. At the moment
»'when Jesus, dlsappearea into the clouds, 1leaves %o itself .
.a "Church* apparently defenseless and vulnerables; A small
group of men, in no way ready to conquer the world, Would
‘they even be able to obtain a hearing at Jerusalem, these
men who had abandoned their master when he was arrested,
and who, on the morrow, - locked themselves in for fear of -
‘the°Jews¢'Theirireaction, to0, is revealing: just as forty
days ago, Dbefore Jesus risen came to surprise them, they
shut themselves up within the upper room, Will they go out
for anythlng else than' to quletly scatter, putting an.end
to the adventure they had had with Jesus of Nazareth?...

But‘what avcontrast between_Ascens;on evenlng and Pen
~ _tecost morning!Not only does the group of friends of Jesus
‘dare to show themselves, but they "1lift —up .their. voice"
fActs 2:14),and challenge ‘the crowds of Jews assembled for
the feast. "Standing with the eleven", Peter boldly makes
" Jesus known, shows that in him the words of the prophets
~are fulfilled, proclaims that he is risen, and that "God
has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and
Christ" (Acts 2: 36) ' '

, A spectacular about-face, that only the irruption of

 the Spirit of God explains. On this morning the Church of
Christ, énlightened, strengthened all confusion and uncer

tainty banished by the Holy- Splrlt, beglns its course.e..

Henrl HOLSTEIN The Experlence of the Gospel




THE GOSPEL OF MARK
{continued)

By Carlo, MARTINI s.j.
~ What structural elements allow us to grasp the basic
“idea of Mark? We spoke already of the "summaries", _those
synthetic accounts that assemble the various fragments re-
lating to the period from the first. mmnmstry in Galilee to
the Passion. In this sense Mark's Gospel appearsg as a long
;ntroductlon to the Passion of Jesus. ~Jesus has fulfilled
.7§he will of God, even to the supreme sacrifice. But this

;ﬁoas not. yet tell us the specific characteristics of this
'“ospel. There are other things that let us understand bet-
4er what MNark wished to say to his readers, One of these

ig the difference in vocabulary between the first and the
second parts of the Gospel.

The vocabulary of the first part is characterxzed by
words ,that mean “comprehend" “understand”, "listen",
"know", Jesus rebukes his disciples : "Do you not grasp
it?"; "Have yoeu not.understood?"; "He who has ears "to
hear,  1let him hear", In . the first part of his ministry,

. Jesus. asks for an understanding of .the Kingdom, . exhoris
"his hearers to look beyond appearances. Starting from Chap




“ter 8,. the demands of Jesus dhange.' Now he is not insist-

ing on: understandlng the Kingdom, .on opening one's. eyes.
and one's ears, but on d01ng something for the Kingdom @

- giving onself, giving one's own life, being willing to com

mit oneself.” Only he who. loses his 1life will save 1it...
it is necessary to leave house, brothers, sisters, par~

ents, sons, daughters, fields for the Gospel and for eter- o

nal life... if necessary, do not hesitate to cut off your
hand or your foot, or to pluck out your eye.... Mark here,
then, is presenting a progression in the preaching of Jes-
us,  in which he moves from a simple announcement of the

‘mystery to its implementation,from understanding to doing.

A second element lets us grasp this fact better. In
the first eight chapters the insistence on the person of
Jesus is rather veiled, Thus, Jesus is rather reticent a~- -
bout himself, he does not wish that his followers speak a-

-bout his powers and prerogatives,’he even directly forbids
them to do so. This is what is sometimes called the Messia:
nic secret 3 Jesus demands of those who are healed that'=

they not dlvulge hls name.

Starting with Chapter 8, a new elenent enters the pig
ture. There remains the reserve of Jesus with regard to
the crowd, but he begins to draw the attention of his di-
sciples to the mystery of his person. "Who am I?", is the
~question that Jesus puts to Peter at Cesarea Phlllppl.
Here begins the second part of the Gospel. The first part
spoke of the Kingdom of God in general, the second begins.
to explain the mystery of the Son of Man. This Son of Man

‘must suffer, must undergo mysterious trials, Jesus ex-

plains to his disciples the sense of his Messianic role,
which includes the passage through death to resurrection.
This Christological presentation of Mark aims at gradually
leading the catechumen from a first external hearing of
the word to a penetration of it into his heart., The path
of the disciple is not that of an. easy following in ‘enthug
iasm of a miracle-working leader, but a progressive 1denti
fication with the mystery itself of the Lord, -who was re-
jected and killed. Thus the ‘catechumen becomes able to un-
derstand what is meant by Baptism. It is not the admission
into a rather rich and fortunate communlty, which can help
him socially and economically. It dis. to enter into a myste




/,'ry of death and resurrectlon through whlch he w111 be able
o in Chrlst to be of help to many. ‘ -

There is a third element that lets .us recognize the
progressive - education of the catechumen contained in.the
second of the gospels.« We see. it in the use itself of
the word "Gospel”, "a use that is. typical of Mark. He is
the only one of the evangelists who begins with the work,
"gospel": "The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
Son of God" (Mark 1:1). The word, "gospel", is found eight
times -in Mark, and always -at important points in the narra
tive; it is found less frequently in Matthew and never in
Luke, What different shades of meaning does it have in .
Mark? Mainly two, - corresponding to the two periods of the
preaching of Jesus as reported in Mark that we have alread
¥ tried to trace. In the first part, the term has a gener-
ic meaning: an announcement of the message that God comes,
that he remembers hunanity._ "The time is fulfilled, the
Kingdom of God is near, repent and believe the good news":
so begins = the preaching of: Jesus according to Mark. The
Gospel is. the good news that -originates with God, the sal-
vation that God offers to men. Starting from Chapter 8 we
again find the word, but with an important :addition. In
Mark 8:35 Jesus says, "he who loses his owm 1life form my
sake and for the Gospel, will find it"; and in Mark 10:29,
"no one who has left house or brothers.... or lands for ny
sake and for the Gospel" will lack his reward.

, What has happened? The word,y"Gospel“, has taken on a
new content, or better, has revealed its true content. The
Gospel is not simply a message, good news, it is Jesus him
'self among us. It is his destiny of death and resurrection
‘that the Christian, -the catechumen, is called on to experi
ence in himself. Mark therefore orients us to a reading of
the facts about Jesus, which involves our listening to the
accounts of Peter and of the traditions of. the primitive
Church, but at the same time he invites the catechumen to
face the fundamental problem: what am I asking for in bap-
tism? what am I committing myself to? what is the essence
of this new attitude that I intend to embrace in my life?

From what we have seen, Mark's Gospel could be de-
‘fined thus : a catechumen's .approach to understanding the

- 11.




'ﬂmystery of Chrlst. An approach because 1t.1sJa flrst lnlt—:

iation., Iuke and Matthaw will say more. John;wzll make us.
.”penetrate more deeply’ inte the Trlnltarian riches of the

-mystery. Mark gives us only a first presentation. A cate-
- chumen's approach ¢ the catechumen comes to know the Jesus

~of history, admires him as a miracle-worker, as a man full
of goodness and of kindness to the sick. He feels himself
attracted to Him. And through this exterior attractlon he
comes to understand the mystery of Ghrzst.

- {t0 be continued)
















CLC HOW IT STARTED IN HOLLAND

by Mary BLICKNAN

‘

, ‘Waen I wae asked, some time ago, to write something
about our work in Holland, I seriously considered ‘things
before doing so, because what we do is still in a ‘prepara=
tory phase. We even wonder if we can call it CIC yet. But
the little fire is 1it, and perhaps it can be of help to
others, so I will try to explaxn our experience.

How did it all start* I think I have +to go back %o
1967. I d4id some work as a member of the Parent-Teacher As
sociation of the Jesuit College in Haren (Granxngen)
Through this work of organizing religious programs for pax
ents, discussion groups for teenagers, ete., I got to imow
Father Jan Kemme S.J, We dxd a8 great deal of work together
- and becanme fr1ends. S

Thrbngh Fr. Kemme we got in contact with Fr. Paulus-
sen;  he came to 'visit our house, and we also became
friends. In 1973 Fr. Paulussen asked Fr. Kemme and me %o
attend the CIC World Assembly in Augsburg, and as a pre-
paration for that congress, to come first to Rome to do
an individually - guided retreat and formatien course. A
great decision : I had to be away from my husband and six
children, Thanks to this dear husband I went, without real
ly knowing what to expect. Fr. Paulussen did tell us that

- 17




,people from all over the world would be present, bdﬁlfpﬁ]'

‘the rest he did not explaln much...? Go,and;aee(for your-
self", PR , o s T

In Rome I made, for the flrst time in my 11fe, a S -2
treat. . After this the formation course followed ' eight
~days in small groups, with.people from all over the world,
‘and a tight schedulei .The first days were far from easy :
why dida T ‘have to leave husband and children to aust sit.

- on the floor and stick pieces of paper together? Why talk
with people, whom I would possibly never see again? But at
the same time, somethlng dawned.... we were doing things
TOGETHER, We were actually 11v1ng Llfe, and became, all of
us, real frlends.;'

: © And all these peOple wanted the -same thzng b serving
"God in every—day life. .

This experxence, and "Augsburg afterwards, left a deep
“impression on both of us, Fr. Kemme and myself. We felt we
could not just leave it like that, There was a definite
’message for us toos to try to flnd the same. frlends ln our V
own. surroundings.,‘ ‘

In September '73 we went to see the Jesult Provineial
in the Hague, We told him. about our Rome—Augsburg experxen
ce; we realized that nothlng ‘was left of the old sodali-

ktles, and that we could glve it a try.

Soy together with Fr.Provinclal we asked. eivht Jesuits
“to attend ani. "introduction~weekend for GLC“ Each Jesult
nwas agsked to bring one lay person. : o

We had’ to select these peeple carefuly. In Holland we
gladly put people into boxes, labelled: conservative, pro-
gressive, or nothlng-at—all. We dld not want hoxes, let
alone labels. . .

The weekend was to be held the 5th of Jannary '74.
Twenty people were present among “them Nlcholas Roorda, the
-world representative of CIC in peraon. It was a good week-
»end, we made new frlends..a ‘

. After that first: weekena flve more followed,i to -in-
:troduce new people all over the country. E SO
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‘We tried to get a small group of -young people inter-
ested.in the Spiritual Exercises, -and had another .spiri-
., tual-weekend for a group of people who had been together

as "CLC~-group" already for some time, since their .first
. *introduction-weekend".

Today we have eleven groups that come together once
every 3—4 weeks.These groups are in eight different places
in Holland. Their assistant is PFr. Ed Niessen 5.J., and I
asked him how he had brought these people together.

Fr.Niessen told me he is deeply convinced that nobody
can be a Christian all by himself. Because of lis work in
a parish, he gets in contact with a great varieiy of peo=-
ple. He visits the people who are asking for "more", and
becomes friends with them. Once he knows them better, he
waits very modestly for the "givéen!- moment. Then he sug
gests a meeting with other interested people. It depends
on every person's basic ‘interest and need, what suggestion
he makes: Foucauld, or CLC.After all, Fr. Paulussen always
told us to remember that CIC is only one way to be dedi~
cated in the Church...

, It is thus that in Nijmegen three very different CLC
groups have started (students, young married people, mid=-
dle-aged people). The weekends have proved to be _ancther
good way to begin.

The contents of these weekends are a direct result of
two formation courses: the one of Rome '73, and the one of
‘St~Flour '74.They have been of great inspiration and value
to us. Also Nicholas Roorda's experience with meetings all
over the world, and the German "Werkhefte". We had the
French "Annde d'accueil” translated, so as to be able to
. give the first groups something to start with .

We start these weekends -on Saturday morning at 10 o'
clock, and usually flnlsh Sunday afetrnoon around 3 o'
Aclock.

After a short : "Who is who"?, we divide 'into .small
groups with never more than eight nor less than six per=
sons., The total number of people varies: the largest group

-was 44... somewhat too large a group. Some elements used:




' ;'The picture-method ‘has’ been useful ‘to introduce people

" to each pther. You can do sc much with one well-chosen

- picture in hand.Try to ‘explain why you took it, what you
expect from the future;or, take a picture that means you
"at this moment. Also try to make a story of all ‘the pic-
tures selected in your group. It is amazing how many dif
ferent stories.you get,” and how we each need the other

- to make the story complete.

- Word-associations are helpful to learn to share your in-
ner-=feelings, and are a good introduction to meditation.

=~ We always have a meditation—exercise. Some';explanatipn
first : how to just be silent and at ease, with a psalnm,
or a-picture, and/or some music.

- We have made much use of Ronnie Villegas'® (Phillpplnes)
explanation on how to work with a Bible text : re-write
. it in your own words; try to discover what in it is mean
ing-ful for you at this moment in your own. everyday llfe

- share it, but without dlscu551on. . :

=~ A short explanation is given of the Spiritual Exercices,
and of CIC in the world.

Each,weekend is prepared with those persons who are
responsible for each group. This is why each weekend is-
very different from the one before.

To tell people in Holland what we have been doing and
are planning to do, we have published short articles, or
simply announcements in the Jesuit Monthly. Also we send
to everyone who has been to a weekend, - or takes part in a
group, a leaflet with some news, and coming dates.As a mat
ter of fact, all the newsletters and bulletins from the
different countrles have been of great Ln5p1ratlon to us
too. .

Mostly, I want to say, we are impressed by the real
friendship we have found, not only with people from all
over the world, but also with people we are working with
here in Holland. This friendship has been the basis of all
our efforts, and gives us the courage to go on.This friend
ship makes us very thankful indeed for what has grown, and
will help us to do this work for the. Lord : ad maiorem Dei

glorlam.‘

20 -
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| SPAIN : A VALUABLE ?EXPERIENCE -

Applylng the Communlty Spirltual Exerc1ces to Members
of A University CIC. . .

At the College "Del Salvador" in Saragossa, December 26-~31

1975, an effort was made to addpt the. experience of Father

John Futrell, "Community Spiritual Exercises" (taken: from

cis, No. 15, 1974, I) +to the members of CIC, accordlng to

their own way of living.

Members_who took part in the experience 10 university '
.students of 2nd, 3rd and 4th year (medicine, law, veteri-
‘nary, engineering, liberal arts, and one non-university
student; all had had experlence ‘of the Exercises except
the last). :

Aim and Approach ¢ The first.evening was given to explain-
ing what. was aimed at, the goal envisioned: TO FPORM A COM-
MUNITY -OF FAITH, concretely a CLC. Why the "Community" Ex-—
ercises? To distinguish them:from the individually-guided
ones, and from those given to large groups. To underline
that man is essentially social., Faith develops and is con=-
served "in community". We needed to reach a true "communi-
ty.-commitment® which, in CIC, ought eventually to be per-
‘manent. - It was also "communitarian" in the methods used,
‘which were of that nature : .

- choosing Scrlpture texts for_reflection together;
‘'shared prayer .

© = spiritual -community dlscernment (1nd1v1dua1 discern
ment. being presupposed)

= community deliberation (accordlng to the guidelines .
‘for an élection of St. Ignatlus) for the determina-
tion of prloritles

- a communlty evaluatlonf sharlng of our . experlences.




- 8ources of Materiél‘for our Effort :

- Bible:

"Book of the Exercises

Article in CIS by Fr, ?utrell

- Discernment of szrlts, by PFr. GIULTANI

Notes on Discernment, by Fr, Gonzhlez-TARRIO
Articles in PROGRESSIO 1974 by Ingeborg VON GRAFEN~-
STEIN ‘and Pr. Nicholas RIEMAN :

Elements of Group Dynamics

Develogment of the Thene During the Sess1on

- Pirst Day & Spiritual discernment. - The Reallty of
© . God. Our options must be according to
o ‘God. ' , ’
Second Day: Vital prayer. The dynamic of discern—
ment. Do I let myself be dominated by
_events? Or rather, do I foresee things,
and act with freedom in the face of
, them? - L -
Third Day : Dynamic memory, for a PFaith-Community.
God in all. Putting oneself in contact
with one's own salvation history.
Fourth Day: The Christian life in a Christian Life
- Community. The charisma of CLC. What
fundamental direction is to be given by
me to my 1ife? What will be the level
of my commitment?
Fifth Day : Vocation. TFormulating in my own words
o the.objective and the content of our vg
cation.Vocation in view of the mission.
To what am I called? What do we wish to
build? Involved here is fto concretize a
little our priorities as a group..,from
then select the three main ones,and see
- what convergence there is in the group.

| K T I P

e

0

The "brain-storming” method was applied
(during a quarter of an hour)..., every
thing read aloud that we had expressed,

_the three “priorities" 'were searched
out, and there was unanimous agreement:
OUR PIRST STEP IS Tﬂ FORM A COMMUNITY. .

- At the end, a communmty evaluatlon of
the session was made. ‘
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1776 - 19767 + AMERICAN ci.cs "AsxgsomE QUESTIONS -

All twelve pages ‘of a recent issue of The
Communicator, monthly publlcation of the
National CIC Federation of the U.S.A., were
devoted to the American Bicentennial, and
its meaning for the CLCs of that country.
We reproduce here part of the article intro
- ducing the issue, plus a summary of the re-
maining contents, as an example of how one
National Federation is helping its groups
to respond as Christians and as CILC membersa
to an important secular event, -

Putting Meaning into a Miaunderatood-Biéentenniél

By Marie A. SchimelfeningjExecutive Director, NFCLC

"With all of the hoorahs, parades and preparatlons
that have been going on within the past year, one would
think +that the 200th blrthday of our country  had already
pasgéd. And ‘it has not. In many Ways preparations for the
big day are still being made. Much reminiscing is going on
as we go back 200 years as reflected in today's active
ities, For example, history stories can be seen on televig
ion, scenes from Philadelphia sand especially the Liberty
Bell are present in the magazines and newspapers we read
today. The c¢olors are flying - red, white, and blue - from
- pur American flag to license plates on cars. Everywhere
gsongs - are heard which reflect the particular era we are
‘brought to think about. And perhaps we can. even hear ourw
‘selves humming the "Star-Spangled Banmer™ or "America, tha
Beatiful" or "My Country, "Tis of Thee". ’

In all of these activities there seems to be an exper
ience of happlness and sadness. Celebrating is fun:and-I'm
sure much more of it will be going on in the months ahead.
The experience of sadness is seen and felt when we realize
that so much more  could and should have been done in our
country the last two hundred years to really have Mliberty
and justlce for all®.
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; In the following pages of this COMMUNICATOR;. articles
"have been written to help us consider and reflect on areas -
that should be of concern to us. -Each one ig a - part of a
whole, the whole being a program sponsored by the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops with the theme, "Liberty
and dJustice for: All®. It attempts to be "the principal
mode of Gathollc participation in the bicentennial celebra
tion of our eountry. Its primary objective is to stimulate

a Qroeess of reflectlon, examlnatlon. planning and action
bx the Catholic community in the United States on the top~-

“ic of freedom and gustlce in our 3001etz and in the global
community. The second objective of the program is to init-
iate a dialogue with the Américan society about how we
move from inequality to equality, from injustice %o jus—
tice, on a broad spectrum of issue".

Read and reflect on the artlcles in thls issue,. and
discuss.them at your next CLC meeting.Invite otheys too to.
read them. Call the chancery in your diocese to see if the
Liberty and Justice program has been initiated in your dig
‘cese. If yes, get involved in it! If not, ask why not, and
if possible offer your services... We the people must take
serzously our Declaration of Independence. We the people
‘must seek constantly for ways that all persons, in all are
as of our vast.world, can experience liberty and justice. w

Articles in the COMMUNICATOR include : .

= Work

- Pérsonhood

-Ethnieity and Race

‘The Church at Prayer During the Blcentennlal

- Our Mission, as Church - ‘ .

The Nation's Chr;stlan Soclal Consc;ence

Pope Paul's Message of Peace : An Analysis .

Anerica Is:Not Yet Iiving Up to its Dream (5 short
contributions by CLC youth members) .

‘ix

"~ The issue closes with the suggestion that the toplc for
. the World CILC Day this year in the USA be"The Lord Secures
‘Justice and the Rzghts of All the Oppressed”, and that a
“vhunger meal" form part of CIC Day,with the procee&s golng
'to the work - of the florld- Feﬁeratlon.

L I
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 BELGIUM (PLANDERS) : BUILDING THE KINGDOM TO0GETHER

Sinece 15 yéars ago, groups of the Christian Life Communie
ties have been developing among the youth of the ~ Flemish
region of Belgium. Besifdes their local group meetings and
provineial recollections, @&ll — or at least a- delegation
from each -group - are every year s invited to i:wo days of
CLG maymg and LTiving. - E :

. This past January :t;hene;were 500, b-e.‘meen 16 and 22 years

. of age, sloshing through the snow toward the Institute of
Qur Lady at Berchem—Antwerp,  There & regional delegation
and a team of "the older ones" was waiting to welcome them
and pilo% them “through the hours together. S

| "BUIIDING THE KINGDOM TOGETHER®, that was the theme sugges
" ted by the youth themselves. By tha:l: they meant: readiness

- ‘50 respond to ‘the call :of ‘the ‘Tord to spread the Kingdoum.
Each .one was .ready, . and had brongbt his or her “stonse",

~ that is, -painted pasteboard box on which each had ;in'-i-
- scribed the gospel text“he thought best expresses the
bua.lchng a:f ‘the Kingdom of God. 8 .

On “Sa’turdag the amccent ‘was on gei;tmg acquainted with each
_-other, begihning with -small groups (10 persons each), with
“‘the help. of 50 facllrta’tors. The groups got started and,
-afber an evening picnie, Herman Boon, the priest-animator
- for the evening, - presented the +theme, based on texts of

+the Gospel but recounted in modern language, adapting “them
. %to.the situation today. These were then expressed in rhy’sh&,
- mic ‘dances, 'so that the ideas penetrated bodies as well as.

spirits :and hearts. The “stones" for ‘the construction of
the Kingdom were arranged and ‘balanced on top of one anoth
—er %o for'n, with a Iittle creata.v:.ty, ‘the oity of peace, -
‘the new. Jerusalem. '
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unday - one breathed an atmosphere of peace and prayer.
: W1th the help of a short introduction, given ‘by Carlo Len~
_ aerts and followed by an exchange in groups, complete si-
' lence was achieved. A suggestive text, along with some
brief elaborations of the day's theme, “Act while ' praying
and pray while aeting" formed the thread of this half-hour
‘of personal contact with the Lord. A community prayer en-
ded the morninc, with much praise and awareness of the
Lord. . ‘ ) '

. The impressive sight of these 500 youth - praying in si-
lence, was mentioned by several journalists, present at
this moving moment, in their articles., One of them conclud
ed by saying that this weekend of CIC youth might well be -
considered a kind of miniature "Taize" of the Flemish Cath
-olics. Everyone, especially CLC leaders, ' were happy with
it. And then, the noon meal was happily reinforced at the
end with a milk-shake, pleasant surprise!

.In the afterncon, a plenary sesszon led bvaita'Steyaert,
Paul Van Hecke and Carlo Lenaerts. Any participant. was
_able to introduce freely his or her witness, 'so enriching
and so revealing, both as regards himself and as regards
others., The contributions made by the partlclpants were .in
" ferspersed with songs and prayers.

The Eucharist, concelebrated by the priest-assistants and

“topped by an enthusiastic homily of Father Van de ‘Ker-
chove, closed this inspiring gathering.Bveryone had become
more conscious of the absolute necessity of "seeking the
Kingdom and its justlce",confident that all the rest would
be given them besides (Matthew 6:31), :




CHILE ¢ CIC STIRRINGS
‘f,What follows are excerpts of a letter wrltten to
" Pather Justo Gonzalez-Tarrio, CILC Continental As
‘istant for Latina America, by one of the CIC
leaders of Chile. The topies touched on reflect
well the. achievements and hopes and problems of

a National Federation that is growing steadlly.
{~ Edltor s Note)

"You have no 1dea how much good is done by your let-
ers:and news! Really, your interest and help fires us all.
Here are some. local news that might-be of interesti..

N With regara to the CLC - Booklets being put out “here

in Chile ¢

~ Booklet No. 6 givea something on practical methods for
conducting a reVleon of life &and other evaluations.

= No. 2, fittingly, is on "The Speclfics of CIC"

- No.. 7, just appeared, is on "How to Live Prayer®. Quite
‘simple, on various methods of prayér in community, ' fol-
lowed by some explanation of the liturgy; thls last an=-
‘swers a need among local youth. -

- No. 8 gives the methodology of one of the types of youth

- CLCs here in Chile and I know will be of 1nterest to pe=-
ple, as it is well done.

‘= No. 1 is being reprinted, in an improved version, since

"~ 'we rarn out of it.... We hope to bring a copy of all 8 of
these booklets .to Manila.... We are thinking to0 —1we
presume there will be no problem on the part of the CIC
Secretariat of Rome- of publishing one or two Dbooklets

= 'with 'a kind of selection of articles and items from PRO-
GRESSIO in recent years.

On March 14, 37ed got started in its new location in
‘Riquelme; it is much better than our former one : furni-.
ture, light, etc. We are trying to buy the house. But with
rents getting higher right along we have not managed to do
go. It is a problem. We will see... . . ‘




o God w1lling, we will have, . startlng in Aprll, the
19t Sunday of the month in Riquelme as a. formatlon day for
- university CIC members. We have been d01ng this monthly -
since the last 4 months of '75, when it worked out well...

&lso in Apr11 is the traditional day-of-retreat attg

Hurtado Street during Holy . VWeek... A team to prepare us on
- the theme of Manila is already functioning. It is using, '
.. of course; the Manila theme : "Poor with Christ for a Bet- -

" ter Service". Father Naeho Vergara, S.J.{(a worker-priest),
is an;mating -this group. We have photocopled the basic Ma=" -
nila materials received so as to get in the swing of it. -
There will be about 100 un1ver31ty studenta taking part.f‘
Keep it in your prayers.

A positive note: at the moment there are three commur,
ities(and communities in the true sense) of adult women op
-erating, one in Valpara;so, one in Antofagaste and oneé in
Santiago.They are groups with much promise; some have made
" the full Exercises. What is interesting is that each group
is, in a certain sense, specialized.The group in the North
all work in hospitals, the Valparaiso group do parzshr
work, work in the' slums, catechetics,The Santiago group in
cludes 4 who have theology degrees, and is interested in

‘ 'working with girls' groups. It would be great to bring the

3 .groups together one day, as they are not acquainted with'
each other.. I visited . the group at Valparaiso, but not
that of Antofagasta. .No money for that. The dszlcult,
thing is that every paragraph I wrlte always ends up on

the subject of money. , .

: There ‘will be a good group of Jesuit novices agaln
" this year, thank God. You will not be surprised if I tell
you the majority are from CIC. It is not that CIC is some-

-thing for developing vocations. No, not that. But it is a

' sign that the thing is of God. If there is a truly com=

mitted conmunity life among youth, religious vocations
,cannot help but come out of it, at least, 80 it seems to
me. : ‘ A

Seyeral weeks ago a- Jesuit from Uruguay, much inter-
ested in CIC, ' came to- talk to usi ' And in May one of the
,World Federation leaders fronm. the USA, here for' professxon
al reasons, will spend a weekend with us, These’ contacts,
I feel, do us all much good." .







