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OPEN LETTER
TO NATIONAL CLC FEDERATIONS

Rome, Noiembér 1, 1975
Dear»Fr;endé,h

I am writing thls letter to congratulate you.;

The reason for my congratulatlons? “Yourx.- havxng
' chosen as theme for Manila '76 : Poor with Christ for a
Better Service. I find this a particularly happy choice,
When José Gsell asked me to write an article on this sub-
Ject I replied, "I will try, and if you allow it, T will .
do it in the form of a letter. That gives me more liberty .
to do it in a personal way." In a word, I simply want -to
. open my heart a little. The heart of a poor Jesauit, reach-

ing gradually the end of his years. "Poor, and infinitely -
\grateful ‘ :

Why has thls theme so touched me? There are many
A reasons. I w111 limit myself to three of them. ~

1. "Poor w1th Christ for a better service" 1s»atvery con~
crete follow-up to Augsburg '73 : “CLC, a community at_the
service of the liberation of all men." Augsburg was an im-
portant event, =& decisive step forward, the lived experi-
ence of a new integration : Exercises - world Community -
liveration. I rejoice that this experience is being contin
ned througb speclfylng it further and deepenirg it anew.

2. Thls is the flrst time that the theme of an Assembly ‘of
our World Federation is centered on Christ. In our age of
vsecularlzatlon that so often reveals 1mmatur1ty, thzs is a
real blessing., =

3; Manila invites‘us to contemplate in Jesus the attitude
~ that, I would dare to say, ig most speeifically Ignatian,
. his poverty. : i
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'For;a‘Better,Servicegf
; &t the close of the Assembly of Augsbarg, Roland
; Calcat summarized all the proposals and suggestions - ‘that

had been arrived at in the work of the groups. This synthe

sis comprised the "orientations" for the years ahead. Your .
‘ingistence on the Exeéercices ("priority of priorities") and

on formation were striking. As to liberation, I single out
your recommendation to "“ake action that aims mainly at the
- cauges of problems, rather than the consequences."“

In the line -of that document -the theme of Mani- N

; la, inspired by the Exer01ses, suggests a deeper formation
© in Ignatian poverty and is dlrected at the roots of evil.
in the world.

Our commitment to liberation must become a bet-
ter service by a deeper spiritual’ poverty on .our part,

‘thus aiming at eliminating the causes of oppression and in

"~ justice, and also by a real and actual poverty, witnessing
in this way to. our solidarlty with the poor. It was espec~
~ially:with them that Jesus identified himself,

Manlla will be at the same time an implementa-~
‘tlon of Rome '67, where the delegates formulated the Gen-
eral Principles in these words : "Our life finds its per-
manent inspiration in the Gospel -of the -poor-and hummble
‘Christ" (No. 7).° : - - -

,Jesdé at the Center -

c The theme of Manila is an invitation not only to
study, but also to contemplation. Its inspiration is not
& concept or an idea, but a Person. The Person of Jesus,
“one with the Father in the Spirit, one with all men, his
brothers in the same Spirit. :

It is He Who will be at the center of your delib
erations - Jesus poor and humble, infinitely more than Slm‘

ply a historical Person. He will be present, - living, ac-
tive, giving himself and manifesting himself, inV1t;ng all
" to be with Him, Risen and invisible, he is the Jesus of
the Gospel, the incarnation of eternal Love, hidden in his
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LETTER FROM LEBANON

"Help in Trouble

‘"We have been very upset by the sad’ events of such
grav1ty that we have been living thro&gh here in Lebanon.
The crisis, thanks be to God, seems to be slowly on the
way to being resolved, and I have good hope  +that perhaps
the country will come eut of it purified and stronger., Our
groups have played a very positive role in this situation:
those directly involved in it have conducted themselves in

an exemplary Chrigtian way, and aIl the others have as-
- sessed themselves so as to be able to help those affected
by sending them money and large quantities of clothes and
food commodities., So much so that, in a radio interview,
the representatlve of CARITAS thanked them publlcly and by
name.,

Socio-Missionary Camp‘

VEnclosed‘is’a page from the Lebanoh Review with an ac-

_count and pictures of the. socio-missionary camp that our
youth communities, jointly with the scouts, have arranged.

The summer camp for adults that lasted for 40 days also
went well. We are waiting impatiently for the return of
peace and normal life so as to take up again oux apostol-
ic activity., Let me describe the youth camp a little more
“in detail... ‘ - . g

It is a socio—missiohary camp of our community from

"

kOur Lady of Seven Dolors, in which the youth - ranging in-

age from 9 to 22 years! - ~learn to live close to nature
‘and to their Creator. V ' ‘

For us,‘ it»iﬁvolves more than anything else a break'
- from daily routine. Here we li¥e a life less encumbered,

.more primitive, but also more inspiring and richer. For in




' nature, at the heart of creatlon, the most unrespon81ve a-
mong us feels more the presernce of God. :

Each summer, this semi-recreat of our youth is based
on two rules of living: reflection and action. In this way
the camp is'a school of development of the personality, of
courage, of energy and will, Besides, nature herself teach
es us to learn the limits of the possible, of what one can
risk, and this contact with reality gives to each thing
the 1mportance that it deserves.

Every day, according to a carefully planned progran,
the young people - besides the "housekeeping" chores that
help them learn how to.count on themselves - have a shared
reflection on a specific theme such as sharing, responsi-
bility, 'the notion of one's country, etc. The afternoons
are.given to outside efforts in the village. Thus our mem-
bers comé to know the others after first coming .to know
themselves., We are anxious to develop the maximum contact
of the campers with the local population ( which, in _any
case, at once adopted them), for our goal is nét only that
they make contact with nature but also with men. These
gatherings between city folk and mountain dwellers build a
better mutual understanding, and so are an effective means
toward social renewal. The exXcursions of the youth in the
localities nearby, the surveys they have conducted in the
homes, have given them a better understanding of their
country. Far from prejudices and false values they have
discovered their land in its true light, and have found in
the villages the true visage of their race, often far re-
moved from the images presented to us by politicians and
men .of affairs. There is the true sense of our mission in
this camp.

Brotherhood

I'm not sure if you know that i am living in a commun
ity set up in a neighborhood of the Region-West of‘Beirut:r
a neighborhood 85 per cent Moslem, During all the recent
events, - we stayed where we were. That allowed us to wit-
ness to Christian-Moslem solidarity. The Christians took
courage in seeing us remain there, and the Moslems apprec-—
iated our trust in ourselves and in them. Three weeks ago,
the Moslems of the apartment house came to ask us to ar-
range some courses for their children; and now our sitting
—.room has been transformed into a school from 8:00 to
12:30 each morning..... I close by recommending myself to
your prayers and assuring you of ‘mine." :

8 - - Saleh Nehme, S.dJ.



http:coming.to

‘creatures, humble, simple, powerless, silent. What an elo- -
guent powerty! But also,.if I discover Him, if I gee Him,
what freedom! o ' V ' ST

) Is it not in this way that Ignatius contemplat-
ed and loved him, praying “Eternal Lord of all thlngs...“?
(spir. Ex. 98) ,

What Kind of Poverty?

I am happy, dear friends, that you want to deep-
en your sense of evangelical poverty. You know that the Ex
ercises are gn inestimable help. The key meditations of
the Second Week intreduce us to it in a’ gpecial way. . Here
‘T would like to mention at least +the incomparable medita-
,tlon on the Two Standards (Spir. Ex. 136). :

Here it is question above all of" splrltual pov- .

erty, ‘but then téoc of "actual" poverty. All without excep-
tion are called to the flrst* it means detdchment, purity :
of heart. The meditation on the Two Standards is an invita
tion to.the. hlghest degree of this purlty, to "the hlghestf
‘spiritual poverty" (Spir. Ex. 146).

If spiritual poverty makes us free, the highest
spiritual poverty makes us unbelievably free. The Exercis-
es help us to live the Gospel in a way that is radical and
total, This radicality and this totality lead us here to
the breaking of even the strongest and most subtle attach-
ments, for they are all obstacles in the way of true life
and true liberty. .

The. Gospel is filled with marvelous examples of
. this liberty on the part of Jdesus. Attached only to the
" will of the Father, he is immune fto the least pressure, ho
matter where it comes from, Lord and Master of situations,
he seeks neither esteem, :nor success, nor security, nor
certitude, nor understanding, nor supprert, nor satisfac-
tion. True Man with a human heart, He is simple, indepen-
dent and free asg regards everyone. Not only as regards po-
litical and religicus authorities, but also as regards the
people and its desires. He disconcerts his friends and hig
‘disciples, he opposes himself to his fellow countrymen,
his famlly, even to his mother.




P

g , To be poor with Chrlst meanS'MJbe free with Hlm,
V'But “we "are 8%ill on the way. We must - always with Him -
‘eross- ‘the desert go through the dark night, the dryness
- and emptiness, the desolatlon, the suffering, the annihil-
‘atlon.

To be poor with Chrlst means  to accept and to
'embrace with love daily-life, including its insults, its
" hurts, its disillusionments and its humiliations. The Exer
cises speak, and with insisternce, of the desire for humlll

— at1ons and. contempt...(Splr. Ex. 98, 146, 167).

_ As for me, I see here the very heart of our: splr
ituality : whoever wants to see and love God in all things
‘must be purified and liberated in all’ things., That suppos-
es depth, radicality, totality. It supposes above all that

- we live what we are: one with Jesus poor and humiliated. I

am deeply convineced that thls "highest spiritual poverty“
~and a. more, profound humility are essential for the renewal
~and rejuvenation . -of the Church today. Those who are privi-
leged %o consider Ignatian spirituality as their character‘

istie way have here a very specisl vocation. To be even
more specific : I believe that this poverty - a great gift
‘of God - is available to all those who make the . experience
of the authentic Exercises. Without this poverty-purlflca—
tion, our "disponibility" and discernment, our prayer and
our commitwent, do not go very far...

. . Dear friends, you perhaps understand still bet -
ter now why T congratulate yoa. B

With you always, in Him,

L. Paulussen, S.J.




| THE MEANING OF *MISSION" I CLC

Justo GONZALEZ~TARRIO, s.j.

~ The word "mission" should be the central focus of ev-

erything in the Christian Life Communities, Its meaning is
clearly that of “sending" or "the action of sending", We
are sent by  Jesus Christ through the mediation of the
-Church, For this.reason we need to make the noun "mission"
more explicit by adding the adjective "apostolic".

In his mystical experiences, St. Ignatius came to a
very deep understanding of the concept of mission begin-
ning with the mystery itself of the Trinity.. He says,
_"Here I understood other things, such as how the Son first
sent the apostles to preach in poverty, and how afterwards
the Holy Spirit confirmed this by giving them his spirit
and the gift of tongues, and so how, with the Pather and
the Son sending the Holy Spirit, all three persons con-—
firmed that mission." (Cf. MI, Comst., 90-91). ‘ :

* *
S

_ Mission, therefore, should be the key +to our reading
of the world, as we ‘"seek to achieve this unity of life
which is @& response to the call of Christ from within 3he
world in which we live® (G.P. 3). : )

The General Principles therefore -direct us to consid-
er the world as the object of our mission,  its finality,
We are -called "...to love Christ more ardently and follow
- him more closely", and, in the meditation on the Kingdom,
he himself c¢alls us. He "chooses so many persons, &pos—

tles, disciples, etc., and sends them throughout the whole
world, to spread his sacred doctrine" (Splr. Ex. 145).

We must, then, look with love on this world, to whlch
we are sent. And we must look at it with eyes that reflect
our own charism, that is, with a love for men, and for oth
er creatures because of their relationship to man. A love

- /9
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; that ‘“comea down from the Div1ne Goodness"' and makes ua"
' feel ourselves called—with ‘and sent-W1th the Word as his
' companions. . A love that is universal.

) But to understand our mission - one- with the mission
of Christ entrusted.to his Church - we must see ‘“"how the
_three Divine Persons look down upon the whole expanse or
circuit of all the earth, filled with human beings" (Spir.
Ex, 102), We must "see the different persons. ...in such
great diversity" (Spir. Ex. 106) and see' how the Trlnity
acts g0 that we may act .in the same way.

Mlsslon, in fact, manifests clearly the concrete will
of God, that which the Lord desires of each of-us, person-
_ally and as a2 community, by means of spiritual discernment,.

in the "here and now" (See Progre531o Supplement No. 6, No
vember 1975). :

‘A& mission, we must understand clearly, leads usto the
world, incorporating us into the "history of salvation™ It
is this same migsion that gives a salv1f1c meaning to our

_own life. : ‘

If as members of GLC we take actlon on m1s51on, we
will need +to discover the importance of "dlscernlng Wwhat
' is most urgent and universal" (GP 7).

I believe that here is where we must situate a criter
' ion - one that is eminently evangelical and Ignatian - to
enable us +to discern what our mission is in,ﬁhe‘world of
today. The dynamic of the "magis" (the more) of the Spiri-
tual Exercises demands it of us. Each day we will be chal-
lenged by the world. Our world will present to us the as-
pirations and needs of all men, as well as its possibili-
ties, its progress, etc. It will ask our brotherly hand,
as we share its life, 1in its search for orientations, for

possible solutions. ' ' : ' o

. In thls context we cannot overlook one aspect of our .
'mlssion, that of its communitarlan dimension.

. ' As members: of the World .CLC Federatlon « .which is,
let us not forgeﬁ, a eommunltg' - our individual mission
‘implies a SENSE OF THE BODY. And this body, as such, has

.10 -
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‘reeognlzed that "we. mnst consecrate ourselves flrat of all
(-a priority, therefore) to the renewal and sanctification
of the temporal order...participating in efforts to liber—

‘-ate the victims of all forms of dlscrlmlnation" finding
our "permanent inspiration in the Gospel of the poor and
humble Christ, so that we work in a splrlt of service to
establish justice and peacekamong all men* {GP 7).

x =
B

. 'Before drawing some:conclusions, .let us recall once
again that CLCs are communities essentially apostolic, in
as much as they have as their end to make possible, and to
facilitate the carryimg out of the misgion entrusted. Such
is the principal objective of our CLC life both at thé lev
el of local community and that of world. eommunity. Th1§'
means, and I would like to repeat it as strongly as I can,
that our communities need to resolve the necessary tension

that exigts in our "union with a view to dispersion® (See -

“Progressio Supplement No. 4, November 1974, first article).
And this will be resolved in eonnectiou with the exeeutlon
of the misslon.: : »

In Augsburg '73, the world CLCfcommunity, united in
General Assembly, deliberated - with the delegates of the
natlonal communities - about our common mission. And, keep.
ing in mind some of the underlyings principles of our splr
ituality, I remember that in one way or other were empha—
gized the following:

a) the primacy of the dlvine (all for the greatér -
glory of God): seeking in everything the great
er glory of God (Spir. Ex. 23).

- b) the. second principle - to use the expression of
Jesus in the Gospel (Matthew 22:39), "is like .
- the first": the human. Man, the whole man, all
men. -
These two first principles will avoid both a
supernaturalism or spiritualism not rooted in’
history, and a naturalism incapable of grasping
the transcendental and divine aspect of man,.

c) the eccleaial eharacter, & characteristic 'qf




all mlssion, and one deeply rooted in our Spl

rituality, since it is the Ignatian principle
~ of "thinking with the Church" 1t is very ne-
cesgary for us, who cannot and must not oppo~
se the Church to Christ, nor oppose -instituti
on to mystery, but rather to see the mystery
in the  institution.

* *

Loglcally, it is not very difficult to show these re-

' Vratlonshlps to our apostolic mission. But we need to be a-

ware of the difficulties we will meet in living out in its
fulness this sense of mission. It is not easy to live these
elenments at the base of our apostolic 'misgsion which, at
times, may seem to be in opposition.We need constantly, to
ask the Lord for grace and to lay great stress on deepening
those elements: in such a way that we are . able +to reduce
them to a principle of a higher order, in which the tensi~
on between these basic elements is 1ntegrated in a single
higher value. For example, the ability to be "contemplatl-
ves in action": the possible tengion between prayer/éctlon
is 1ntegrated and unified in . an active.life of a higher or
~der, that of "finding God in all things" (a typical Ignatl
an’ expre851on), in which both action and prayer are reduc-
ed to being continually with God, whom one percelves as

- p:egentrbotn when‘praying gnd when actlng.

Examples could be multiplied; here what matters is to
see how mission as one carries it out in life requires of
us.a continual deepening, which leads us to greater perfec
tion and greater progress in the service of God- ard:-men,
Thus we will find ourselves continually stimulated, so that
the personal living of our specific CLC charism enriches
us more and more. ‘

*

‘ We have tried in these lines to show how mission is a
primordial element in our conception of the Christian-Life

- Communities, so primordial +that it is the key  +to under-
standing, deepening and living the charlsma and the "iden-
/tity“ of CLC.

. 1o _
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'COME LIVE WITH ME

The Kingdom meditation in,the Spiritual Exercises is
pivotal: it isfthe,fulcrumvoh which the‘entire experienee
turns.

In the Princlple ‘and Foundatlcn {(if I have experiencedf
the Exercises), I have pondered and viewed the world as it
was meant to be in God's love~design, rTecalled also the po-
sitive expressions and reflections of that love-design, re

~called too the positive expressions and reflections of that
love-plan in my own existence to date.

Then, in the First Week, I came face to face with the
- awful reality of evil - an evil multiform, 1n51nuat1mg,per
‘gistient - in the world and in me. I became aware, perhaps
for the first time, that I was "part of what's wrong with
the world", aware of my own bankruptcy. Left to myself,all
_was black, hopeless, a blind alley. And yet, all was bright
with a vista of infinite hope, for the Lord himself offer-
ed me salvation as a .free gift. In a word, if the  TFirst
Week has worked its full effec¢t, I have come to know whe I
am and that, just as I am, God loves me. He has become. my -
salvation. '

. At this point in the Exercises, into the pages of hum
an history and into the pages of my own life history steps
the person of Jesus Christ with his ringing call, "Come
Jjoin me in 'my plan, my struggle to save the world amd:ito.sed
it free." Or, as he put it long ago to two other men, "Come
and follow me, and I will make you fishers of men" (fatthew
4:19). It is the call of the Kingdom, the call to join him,
to live like him, to live his kind of lzfe as together we
labor +ta build the kingdom.

.The Kingdom meditation is, then, a global view of the
mission of Christ and the way he goes about it, and an in-
vitation to associate myself with him in the effort.As such
it is a bridge between the First Week of the Exercises and
the Weeks that follow. At the close of the First Week I had

- 17
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‘come to’ experlence Christ as mv personal savxour, - Christ-.

for-me, Now the focus becomes wzth—chrlst-for~the~world

(ef. lefrank, Freedom for SerV1ce, Progress1o Supplement
No. 3, April 1974, P. 60). While remaining always my Savi-
our, he now becomes my Friend. "Come join me.  Come live

‘with me as we fight the battle together." And all the rest

of the Spiritual Exercises will be & deepening assimilati-

on of, and gradual identification with, his life and his

mission. The Kingdom meditation 1ntroduces me to that Per-

son, life and mission, for they are all one.

To help us grasp in part how great and how vasgt thls
call is and how utterly unique the Man who extends it, Ig~
natius prefaces it with an example  of "the call” of an
earthly king". Time was when such an image could-. stir
hearts, but no more. "Today, socioclogical reality is much

.too complex +to have one and the same imsge correspond to

all exercitants" (Lefrank, p. 63). And yet, we have seen
names like Gandhi, Kennedy, Martin Luther Xing, John XXIII
command the loyalties of whole nations, even the admiration.
of people everywhere., But Jesus Christ is utterly unlque.
He is truly "the Son.of lan", man at his best, man at his
fulne33° strong yet tender, humble vet fearless, unyield—
ing on prineciple - yeil forgiving “seventy. times seven", ut-
terly selfless, a man whose only law was love. -And the
cause to which he calls is one - the only one - that tran-
scends all space and all time, from the most secret depths
of human hearts to the most striking achievements of man's
mind and eplrlt. This is the Man, & divine Kan in sober

“truth, who invites me to be his friend and collaborator.

4nd the call is personal. Not a,faceless offer, but
one’ that comes to me at a particular moment in my life,
in accents quite special. One that invites me, not to an
asgembly-line task where only hands, not persons, are want

‘ed, but to a contrlbutlon to the kingdom that takes full

account of my own unlque personallty, one that I alone can
make. .

For it is a eall, indeed, to:work in a cause, ‘but
that is not its central focus. Rather it is a call to be
with Christ, to travel the same. path as he, as a friend.
This is especlally underlined ‘in the flrst Part of the med
1tat10n, where the one invited is told, "he nust work w1th
me by day, and watch with me. by nlght, that as he has had

18 -
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'la share in the toil with me, afterwards ‘he maﬁ share in
the v1etory with me" (Spir. Ex. 93; underlining author* s)
It is, then, nothing less +than an invitation to personal
friendship, an invitation to “come live with me and be my
love"; as the old English ballad puts it. And those who re
gpond to it become "frlends Ain the Lord" "companions: of
Jesus“ v . B

. If my response, like the invxtatlon, "is one of love,
then of course I "will want +to give greater proof of my
love... not only offering myself entirely for the work" but

~wanting to give and to do more, to "make offerxngs - of
greater value and of more importance®., It is the magis,
the more, a characteristic attitude of all Ignatlan spiri-
tuality. It is not by chance that the General Principles
of CLC declare that our aim in the Christian Life Communi-
"ties is "to give ourselves always more generously to God"
(6P 1); that our groups are for those "who feel a more ur-

gent need to unite their human life in all its dimensions
with the fulmess of their Christian faith" and aim a% "pre
paring members more effectively for the apostolate" {3);
that our- community ty life "teaches us +to discern what is
mogt urgent and universal” (7); +that we aim at "following
more closely Chrigt in his poverty... and to become :-ever
7 more competent and convincing! in owr apostolic witness

< -(11) (underlining throughout author's). Is it surprising,

then, that the theme of the coming CLC General Assembly of
Manila next year was chosen to be “poor with Christ for a
better gervice"? . .

‘ And this klngdom we aré asked to help Chrlst to fash~
ion, what kind of kingdom is it? It is, gquite simply, the
kingdom described. in the Gospels: a world in which all
will be happy becauge all will love. It is a kingdom that
begins in this world, grows in spite .of many setbacks and
obstacles, to come to full flower in the life without end.
It is a kingdom at once. interior and aocial: interior, for
its greatest task is to change hearts; but: 1nescapably and
strikingly social as well, for if love is real, it aust
fashion structures that are just and loving. And let us be
.careful not to think of the kingdom in too "churchy" a way;
while the Church is undoubtedly Christ's spearhead in the
effort, the kingdom is perhaps best described in the Prefa
ce of the Liturgy for the Feast of Christ King: "an ever—
lastlng and universal kingdom, a kingdom of trn&h andllfe,

- 19
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‘a klngdom of hollness and grace. a klngdom of Justlce, love
-and peace."

.~ . The invitation of the Kingdom meditation is very rea--

C listic, It offers vietory and glory, but only at the cost
of "blood, sweat and tears", of hardship, labor and suffer
ing. Quite speelflcally, we are invited to offer ourselves
for "all wrongs and all abuse, and all poverty, both actu—
‘al and spiritual.”® (94) If we are +to live and work with
Christ, to "be content with the same food, drink, clothing
ete." as he (93), can it be otherwise? Remember, our Friend
is a man who was born in a manger, worked as & carpenter,
“often had nowhere to lay his head; and when he died, men
threw dice. to see: who woald get his cloak, the only prop-
_erty he left, Remember, ‘our Friend is a man who was ac-
cuased of" being a wine-bibber and a friend of sinners and
-casting out devils through Beelzebul himself; a man whose
. fellow—townsmen tried to throw him off a cliff; who was
falsely accused, tried and condemned, and ‘died as a crim-
inal., In one way or other, those who "throw in their lot
with Christ" can expect contradiction and frustration, al-
though it may come in any one of a thousand forms. As the
old Negro spiritual has it, ‘“you can't go to heaven onrol
ler skates." And it was the Lord himself who said of Paul)
when he called him to the greatest of the apostles.‘ﬁEW1ll
show hlm how much he must suffer for my name,"

~ The call of the Kingdom is a call to growing identifi
cation with Jesus, with his person and his life. It is a
call to share with him ever more deeply in his paschal mys
tery, and that involves, in one form or other, growing as-
similation to Christ poor and humiliated —whether in -him-
self or in his members alive today. That is the price of
helping him to build a kingdom of justice, love and peace.
But the paschal mystery ends in victory, eternal victory.
In the words of a beautiful stone sculpture of Christ ris-
ing that dominates the .grounds of Colombiere College, De-
troit, words ingpired by the Kingdom meditation, "WHO FIGHT_
‘THE BATTLE WITH ME WILL RISE IN VICTORY WITH ME.Y
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LETTER FROM CHINA : TAIWAN

Very Dear Friends;

We, the CLCg from Taiwan,
send you our greetings and tell
you that during the past hot sum—
mer we have passed days together
that were rich and full of mean-
ing. This was the program:

- CLC Pormation Courses at the
National Level:
- July 1-7, with 72 members tak
ing part
- September 2«9, withSBnmmbers
taking part

~ 8-Day Individaally-guided Splr»
itual Exerciseg:
- July 1-0, with 18 members
- July 10~18, with 10 members

- Théoldgx Course in the Jesuit
Theologate ;

- the entire month ¢f August, w1th 36 members partlclpan
ting _ ,
.= Live=-in of the Ooordinators of each of the 30 Communi-
Fies: ‘ ’
- Septemher 9-ll.

1

A few words on each of these...

Our Formation Course in 1975 was the itwelfth annual one we
have held for CLC members at the national level. Ve used
to conduct one of these in winter and one in summer, but
with so many wanting to take part we have now arranged 3
courses: 2 in summer and 1 in winter. The theme for this
~ year s Course was “"The Risk of the Faith". .

Spiritual BExercises retreats: These are especially for the
university students who will soon finish their studies.-
The. objective is to help them, im a c¢limate of profound
‘prayer;, to discern the direction of their lives.




;Theology Course~ The gim. of thls is te contlnue the falth4

formation of CLC members. Thls takes place in a ellmate of

serious study and research, but includes 'at the same +time
a deep communlty experience.,

Live-in of the Community coordinators: This is done twice
a.year, with the aim of evaluating the past and program-
ming the future. This time the .direction %o give to youth
CLCs was especially gone into, ' We saw the positive points
and the progress of each commuﬁity and this was a stimulus
for us all., And what we think is more important, each of
the leaders leave this live-~in convinced of their respon—
's8ibility and the apirit they nust communlcate, through
listenlng to and - insplrlng each other. ;

Our 30 communltles are divided 1nto 3 zones, each with a
president and vice-president who are, as a team, respon-
~ sible for visiting the communities, planning and stimulat-
ing contact between them and establishing new communities.,

The coordinators of each zone meet monthly to plan their
activity, and all 3 zones meet together annually, at which .
time members make their consecration or commitment. There
is collaboration in apostolic activity, for example vis-
its to hospitals, prisons, parishes., But. +the main thing
required is a witness in their university milieu. Once a
- semester all the council members of each community meet
to evaluate and to plan for the future. ‘

Up $ill now in Taiwan, the university groups have devel—
~oped well and with real dynamism. But the postgraduates, .
who now have a certain respomsibility in soc1ety have been
somewhat neglected. The two main reasons for this phenome-
non seem to be:

- more attention has always been glven to the unlver51ty

students
- after graduating, they either enter military service,
- emigrate abroad, or are simply lost in the crowd.

For this reason, we evaluated the matter sermusly, and

now, of the 113 university graduates this year who are CLC
members, we have now formed 3new communities. Ve have much
more to do in this area. ‘

“Pleage do not forget ‘us in your prayers. o
In the name of all, ‘ i
(Sister) Tecla Yue, MMB
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'REPORT _ON THE wo@p_ ASSEMBLY OF THE COUNCIL OF THE LAITY

Tt was the People of God in microcosm. Almost 300 of
‘them, of every race and age and language, came together at
Rome from 70 countries. Even the newest, Papua-New Gainea,
was represented. There were, besides, delegates from 45 in
ternational Catholic organizations, CILC of courge among
them, Mostly they were lay people, but with several bish-
ops and a score of priests as well, And 14. ecumenical ob-
gervers from other Christian communities. Truly a cross—
section of God's People. »

They came together .at the inv1tatlon of the Counc11
of the Iaity, ‘a department of the Holy See. esitablished by
the Pope after Vatican Coun011 Iz to further the active
" role of the laity im the Church. And so this World Assemr
bly of the Council of the Laity gathered for over a week
(October 7-15, 1975) to exchange, to pray, to reflect, to
voice its views in this consultation. Thus it was in the
line of the World Congresses of the ILay Apostolate of '51,
*57 and '67; and though much smaller in numhers,' of no
less importance, and perhaps better prepared and executed.

The aim of the consultation was that the laity's voice
be more clearly heard. To achieve this, the Assembly focs
used for the first several days on man's searchlngs today:
his search for identity, his search for justice, - his
search for God. Then the pastoral implications of these
yearnings in the fields of evangelization, the ecclesial
community, its mission in the world, were explored. The
method bpsed was a coordinated ensemble of conferences, X
changes of experience and discussions in small groups, and
general assemblies, with gimultaneous translations into




‘\‘Engllsh, French and Spanzsh where needed. The e&tlre re=
sults of ‘the Assembly and its ‘various groups and sessions
will be made use of by the Council of the Lazty, "in addit~
ion, it approved specific recommendatlons on a, namber of
key points:

- the need for better structures to further dlalogue be-
~ tween laity and Church leaders and to make operative the
.-ghared responsibility of the laity

- the strong commitment to justice (especially internation
- al justice) and to golidarity with the poor that must be
Vpart of the fa1th and life of Christians

- = the need for total formation, namely . formation in its
'splrltual, intellectual, ~social =aua political aspects

= an evangelization  that starta from the local situatlon,
and is "inculturated" into it

a w1der role for women ‘in soclety and in the Church.

~~ The atmosphere of the gathering was prayerful, 1ntegra
ted, mature. Each day began with a biblieal reflection =
the opening one in which a slide projection of sculptures
“of different continents was used to show  how man today, .
just as in the 014 Testament, pursues his search for mean-

.ing and for God, was especially effective - and the litur-

gles were fully integrated with the days* themes. An inte-

grated apyroach  linking spirituality and justice, evange-

‘lization and human promotion, was strongly evident. And
one ‘noticed  in these ley leaders a certain maturity :
sense of the -Church, an awareness of both their rights and
thelir responsibilities, an ability to gpeak frankly and ev
en strongly, but without bltterness or self—austification.

i A Holy Year service of reeoncillation, held in the Ca
‘taeombs, formed part of the program too. And of course an
audlenee with the- Holy Pather, whose words to the Asgembly
1ncluded this comment: "Contemporary man listens nore wil-
llngly to witnesses than to masters... It is your honor to
be Christ's witnesses in the midst of secular detivities..
this ‘witness of a whole life can be very demanding. It sup
- poses’ that you will be constantly nourishing your belief
- and your zeal,..at the living sources of faith and grace..
The quality*of'the ‘yeast that you are called upon to insert
inthedough of thls world depends on your entire fidelity"
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o But the . most moving part of the gatherlng was the wit
‘ness- of ‘pome of the participants: of ‘a young Afrlcan hus=<"
band,  selddém able to be with his wife and family because
pf,racial government restrictions; of a delegate from a
Communist country, ' and the constant governmental interfe~ .
rence he meets in Christian life and activity (5 countries
wlth large Cathollc populatlons were not even Tepresented
at the Assembly because athelstle governments would not’ al
low i%); of a young Brazilian worker, whose deep faith and
quiet account merets havzng her story briefly recounted
here...A

~ She cane from a family of 16, had a very poor chlld—

; hood went to work early in a factory. Her father used to
. gsay that their poverty was the will of God znd must be en-

.dured, but she rebelled against this, began to study nights
so she could somehow get out of her wretched poverty. Then

one day  a militant Catholic worker ‘'said to her, "If you
want to work your way out of this misery, just you and
your family, you have & right to do so; but~ if you doy
thousands of others will stay  in misery and oppression

dust as they are; the right way is to go out together, to

work with them to overcome together injustice and poverty."

She understood then that this was part of the paschal mys—
“tery, of the struggle and pain leading to the resurrec—
tion of the whole-man that Jesus came to bring, and made
“her decision that such would be her life. She began organ-
izing her first groups of workers. ZEventually she went a-
broad to take part in seminars, study more for this pur-
pose, became vice-president of the World NMovement of Cath-
élic Workers. When she came back to Brazil, she went a-
gain to work ina factory, and was criticized by her family
for this. Her labor activities landed her in prison for
many months. When she got out, even some of the workers
kept their distance  from her, for fear - that being too
close to one -who had been in trouble with the government
would not be good. And she had no job - in fact, she was
still unemployed at the:time she took part in the Assenm-
"bly. But her faith in Christ and attachment to his Church
were firm as ever, for she had come to know, even through
her own experience, and not without cost, that in the co-
" operative effort of people to free themselves from oppress
gsion and slavery the Lord's Kingdom is being built, and




"f"’che way prepared :fa'or the reaurrect:.on. e ’.T.‘ruly" her - ac— -
' .éoun’c ‘was moving; and when she fmmhed, +the en’clre Assem—
'bly gave her a. 3-m1nute ovat:.on. , ,

The Assembly ‘then was many th:.ngs w1tness and brotb.-
,erly excbange and: prayarful reflection on the word of = God
and on its meaning in today's world. But first and fore-
most, it was a consulta‘l::.on, in which the worldwide voice
_of the laity was clearly heard. An 1mportant step there-—
fore in the ongoing pilgrlmage of the People of God.
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PERU HAPPENINGS
by B. Elena .mms

Introductlon to’ Formation, fruit of the experxence of .
the Christian Life Communities - in France, and brought to
‘us ina translation from the French (1) by Father Justo Gon
zalez~-Tarrio, was used by us to furnish a lived experienoe
of what one aspires to in CLC. This session was promoted
and coordinated by the Executive Council of our National
Federation. Taking part in it were 35 leaders from differ-
ent Communities of Lima, dincluding ‘their religious assis-
tants. It lasted 6 days, with an average of 3 hours daily
given to it. Because of time limiations, we chose only 5
of the 8 themes develpped in the document, namely
- discovering oneself in depth
- living together in bBrotherly union o
- hearing the call of Christ
- discerning the better in our daily decisions
- consecrated for the mission in the world.

The themes were presented by various members of the
Executive Council. . Then followed the process suggested in
the document: 4ssimilation of the theme through a meeting
in small groups where people prayed, reflected individual- -
ly and shared their experiences together; a plenary ses-
sion in which this was brought together and evaluated; and
the "proposal for the month® which aimed at putting into
practise the experience had in ongoing daily 11v1ng. The
course helped us to adapt better to conmcrete reality and
to the objectives we were aiming at. ~

{l) This document, which outlines a program for the first
year of CLC formation, is.available in English and
Spanish from the World CLC Secretariat, -and in the o-
riginal Prench from the French CLC center at 14 rue de
la Tombe-Issoire, 75014 Paris, France.
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Our purpose ‘was not to accumulate kna,ledge “or 1nfor-

7,'matlon.' Rather we were trylng 6o’ share toeether the basgic’
~experiences that characterzze "a Christian Life Communzty,

and bring back to our respective groups the motivation and

;Experlence needed to implement the course’ effectlvely.

Taklng*part in the session too were some persons (lay

‘and religious) who are inclose contact with our Pederation
‘or with CLC members. All of these showed interest 'in en-

courazing new CLC groups, both in the capital of the coun~

try and in the interior. We can add that during this ses~
‘gion ' we took part in the launchlng of a new CLC group now
functlonlng 1n Lima. :

. As to. the worth of the course, we have concluded that
it has been very useful both for new members and for those
already active in CLC for some years. 4ll of us experi-
enced the Lord's presence, which was reflected also in the
community. Among the many good resulss, which surpassed

~our expectations, we can mention that in all our groups we

are now making use of the document mentioned (and the prac
tical exercises +that form part of 1t) We reeommend'theﬁ
to other groups. A . :
* * *
The coming of Justo Gonzalez-Tarrio always brings us
new faith in our commitment to the Christian Life Communi-

" tied. On his last visit two members of our Executive Coun-

cil traveled with him to- Arequipa (one of the key cities of

- Peru) to carry out extensive work-of information and moti~

vation in the youth sector. On this occasion a young group
of university and high school students showed a desire to

‘establish a CLC. The formation documents: we had sent them

earlier were a bxg help in this.
**® ¥
Our Executi#é Council, along with delegates from each

CLC group of Lima, bad a fruitful dialogue with Cardinal
Juan landazuri Ricketts and FPather Jose ILuis Blanco Encar-

‘gado of ‘the Department of the Laity for Peru. The initia-
“tive came from theém, and the personal  exchange ahout oux:

conc¢érns and outlook’ enrlched both the authoritles and ev-

ery one of us.
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