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(Rom. 15,13) 

the wish we make for each of our re;aUleT!~· 
new yeardawne. Our hope, then, 

to this faith. and by 

;:~JI~~r~e:~.;b:~e;~eomemore and more signs 

Jllst out 
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OPEN LETTER 

TO NATIONAL OLC FEDERATIONS. 


Rome, November 1, 1975 

DearFr~ends, 

lam writing this.letter to congratu1.ate you. 

The reason for tD.y congratulations? !our·b.avitlg 
chosen as theme for Manila '76 : Poor withOhrist for a 
Better Service. I find this a particularly happy choice. 
When Jose Gsell asked me . to write an article on this sub­
ject, I replied, '''I will try, and if you allow it, 'I will 
do·it in the form of a letter. That gives me more liberty 
to do ft in a personal way." In a word, I simply want to 
open my heart a little. The heart of a poor Jesuit, reach­
ing graduallY' the end of his years. 'Poor, and infinitely 
grateful. . 

Why has ,this theme so touched me? There are many 
reasons .. I will limit myself to three of them. 

1. "Poor with Christ fora better service" is a 'very con­
crete follow-up to Augsburg '73 : uCLC,a community at the 
service of the liberation of all men. II Augsburg wassnim­
portant event, a decisive step forward, the lived experi­
ence oia new integration: Exercises - world Community ­
liberation. I rejoice that this experience is being contin 
ued through specifying'it further and deepenmg.it anew. ­

2. This is the first time that the theme of an AssemblY' of 
our World ll'ederation is centered on Christ,. In our age of 
secularization that so often reveals immaturity, this is a 
real blessing. 

3~ Manila invites us to contemplate in Jesus the attitude 
t'b.a.t, I wou1.d dare to say., is most specifically Ignatian, 
his poverty. 

http:deepenmg.it


Fo.r. a Better Service. 

,At the close of the Assembly of Augsburg, Roland 
Calcat summarized all the proPol?als and suggestions that 
had been arrived at in the work of the groups. This synthe 
sis comprised 'the "orientations" for the years ahead. Your. 
insistence'on the Exercices ("priority ofprioritiesl!) and 
on formation were striking. As to liberation, I single out 
your recommendation, to ''take action that aims mainly at the 
causes of problems, rather than the consequences. II 

In the line ·of that document ,.the theme of Mani­
la, inspired by the Exercises, ~uggests a deeper .formation 
in Ignat1an poverty and is directed at the roots of evil. 
in the world. 

Our commitment to liberation must 'become a bet­
ter service by a deeper spiritual poverty on our part, 
thus aiming at eliminating the causes of oppression and in 
justice,and also bya real and actual poverty, witnessing 
in this way to our solidarity with the poor. It was .espec­
ially with them that Jesus identified himself. 

Manila will be at the same time an implementa~ 
tion of Rome '67, where the delegates fo:t;'mlllated .the Gen­
eralPrinciples in these words: "Our life finds its per­
manent inspiratiotl in the Gospel of the:;poor·.and hillinble 
Christ" (No.7). 

Jesus at the Center 

The theme of Manila is an invitation. not only to 
study,. 'but also to contemplation. Its inspirat.ion is tlot 
a concept or an idea, but a Person. The Person of Jesus, 
one with the Father in the Spirit, one with all men, his 
brothers in the same Spirit. 

It is He who will be at the center of your delib 
erations - Jesus poor and humble, infinitely more than sim 
ply a historical Person. He will be present, living, a6: 
tive, giving himse.lf and manifesting himself, in'1iting· all 
to be with Him. Risen and invisible, he is the Jesus of 
the Gospel, the incarnation of eternal Love., hidden in his 

.4 ­
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LETTER FRO~LEBANON 

Help in Trouble 

"We have been very upset by the sad events of such 
gravity that we have been liviilgtb.rough here in Lebanon. , 
The crlsJ.s, thanks be to God, seems to be slowly on the 
way to being resolved, and I have good hope that perhaps 
the country will come eut of it purified and stronger. Our 
groups have played a very positive role in this situation: 
those directly, involved in it have conducted themselves iIi 
an exemplary Christian way, and al"'1 the others • have ,as­
sessed themselves so as to be able to help' those affected 
by sending them money and large quantities of clothes and 
food commodities. So much so that, in a radio interview, 
the representative of CARITAS thanked them publicly and by 
.name. 

Socio-Missionary.Camp 

Enclosed is a page from the Lebanon Review with an ac­
count and pictures of the socio-missionary camp that our 
youth communities, jOintly with the scouts, have arranged. 
The summer camp for adults that lasted for 40 days also 
went well. We are waiting impatiently for the return of 
peace and normal life so as to take up again our apostol­
ic activity. Let me describe the youth camp a little more 
in detaiL •• 

It is a socio-missionary camp of our community from 
Our Lady of Seven Dolors, in which the YOll.th - ranging in 
age .from9 to. 22 yearsl . learn to live close to nature 
and to their Creator. 

For us, it involves more than anything else a break 
froIii daily r0ll.tine. Here We li:fe a life 14£1ss encumbered, 

. more primitive, but also more inspiring and richer. For in 



nature., at the hear.:t of creation, the most unresponsive a­
mong us feels more the presence of God. 

Each summer, this semi-recreat of our youth is based 
on two rules of living: reflection and action. In this way 
the camp is a school of development of the personality, of 
courage, of energy and will. Besides, nature herself teach 
es us to learn the limits of the possible, of what one can 
risk, and-this contact with reality gives to each thing 
the importance that it deserves. 

Every day, according to a carefully planned program, 
the Young people - besides th~ "housekeeping" chores that 
help them learn how to count on themselves - have a shared 
reflection on-a specific theme f:;uch as sharing, responsi­
bili ty, Jthe notion of one's country, etc. The afternoons 
are given to outside efforts in the village •.Thus our mem­
bers com~ to know the others after first coming.to know 
themselves. We are anxious to develop the maximum contact 
bf the campers with the local population (which, in_any 
case, at once adopted them), for our goal is not only that 
they make contact withnature but also with men. These 
gatherings between city folk and mountain dwellers build a 
better mutual understanding, and so are an effective means 
toward social renewal. The excursions of the youth iIi the 
localities nearby, the surveys they have conducted in the 
homes, have given them a better understanding of their 
country. Far from prejudices and false values they have 
discovered their land in its true light, and have found in 
the villages the true visage of their race, often far re­
moved from the images presented to us by politicians and 
men of affairs. There is the· true sense of our mission in 
this camp. 

Brotherhood 

I'm not sure if you know that i am living in a cornmun 
ity set up in a neighborhood of the Region-West of Beirut~ 
a neighborhood 85 per cent Moslem. During all the recent 
events, we stayed where we were. That allowed us to wit­
ness to Christian-Moslem solidarity. The Christians took 
courage in seeing us remain there, and the Moslems apprec­
iated our trust in ourselveS and in them. Three weeks ago, 
the Moslems of the apartment house came to ask us to ar­
range some courses for their children; and now our sitting 
- room has been tr~nsformed into a school from 8:00 to 
12:30 each morning.... I close 'by recommending myself to 
your prayers and assuring you of mine." 

8 - Saleh Nehme, S.J. 
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creatures, humble, simple, powerless, silent. ,What an elo­
quent powertyl But also, if I discover Him, if I see Him, 
what freedom! 

Is it not in this way that Ignat.ius contemplat­
ed and loved him, praying ."Etertlal Lord of all things. ~ .'I? 
(Spir. Ex. 98). 

What Kind of Poverty? 

I am happy, dear friends, that you want to deep.,... 
en your sense of evangelical poverty. YouknoV{ that the Ex 
ercises are an inestimable help. The key meditations of 
the Second Week introduce us to it in a special way. Her.e 
I would like to mention at least the incomparabl~ medita;.. 
tion on the Two Standards ( Spir,. Ex. 1.36). 

Here it is question above all of spiri.tual pov.... 
erty, but then too of lIactual" poverty. All without excep­
tion are 'called, to the first; it means detachment, purity 
of heart. The meditation on the Two Standards is aninvita 
tion to the highest degree of this purity, to lithe higheelt 
spirittlal poverty" (Spir., Ex. 146). 

If spiritual poverty makes us free, the highest 
spiritual poverty makes us unbelievably free. The Exercis­
es help IlS to live the Gospel in a wa.y that is radical and 
total. 'I'hisradicality and this totality lead us here to 
the breaking of even the strongest and. most subtle attach..,. 
m~nts, for they are all. obstacles in the way of true l.ife 
and true liberty. 

The Gospel is filled with marvelous examples of 
this liberty on the part of Jesus. Attached only to the 
will of the Father, he is immune to the least pressure, no 
matter where it comes from. Lord and Master of situations, 
he seeks neither esteem,:l,norsuceess, nor' sec.urity,' nor 
certitude, nor understanding, nor suptort, nor satisfac­
tion. Trlle Man with a hu.man heart, He is simple, indepen­
dent and free as regards everyone. Not only as regards po­
litical and religiqus authorities, but also as regards the 
people and its desires. He disconcerts his friends and hi 
disciples, he opposes himself to his fellow countrymen, 
his family, even to his mother. 
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To be poor with Christ means tobe free with Him. 
But we 'are still on the way. We must - always with Him ­
cross the dese:rt, go through the dark night, the dryness 
and emptiness, the desolation, the Buffering, the annihil­
ation. 

To be 1'0or with Christ mE!ans to accept an.d .to 
embrace with love daily life, including its insults, its 
hurts, its disillllsionments and its hnmiliations. Tl:le Exer 
cises speak; and withinsisterice, of the desire for hnmilI 
ations andqoritempt ••• (Spir. Ex_. 98, 146, 167). ­

As for me, I see here the very heart of ourspi~ 
itllality : whoever wants to see and love God in all things 
must be purUied and liberated in all things. That SllppOS­
es depth, ra,q.icality, totality. It sllpposes above all that 
we live what we are: one with Jesus poor and· hnmiliated. I 
am deeply convinced that this IIhighest spiritual poverty" 
and a more profound humility are essential for the renewal 
and rejuvenation of the Church today. Those who are privi­
leged to consider Ignatian spirituality as their character 
istic way have here a very special vocation. To be even 
more specific : I believe that this poverty - a great gift 
of God - is available to all those who make the experience 
of the authePtic Exercises. Without this poverty-purifica­
tion, our "disponibility" and discernment, our pr~yer and 
our commitment, do not go very far ••• 

])ear friends, you perhaps understand still bet­
tar now whyJ congratulate you. 

With you always, in Him, 

L. Paulussen, S.J. 
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THE MEANING OF "MISSION''' INOLC 

Justo GONZALEZ-TAREIO, s.j. 

The word "mission" should be the central focus of ev­
erything in the Christian Life Communities. !tsmeaning is 
clearly that of "sending" or lithe action of sending". We 
are sent by .:resus Christ through the mediation of the 
Church. For this.reason we need to make the. noun "mission" 
more explicit by adding the adjective "apostolic". 

In his mystical experiences, St. Ignatius came to a 
'very deep understanding of the concept of mission begin­
ning with the mystery itself of the Trini.ty.. lie says, 
"Here I understood other things, such as how the Son first 
sent the apostles to preach in poverty, and how afterwards 
the Holy Spirit confirmed this by giving them his spirit 
and the gift of tongues, and so how, with the Father and 
the Son sending the Holy. Spirit, all three :persons con­
firmed that mission." (Cf. MI, Const., 90-91). 

* * 
* 

Mission, therefore, should be the' key to our reading 
of' the world, as we "seek to achieve this unity of life 
which is arssponse to the call of Christ from within the 
world in which we live" (G.P. 3). 

The General Principles therefore·direct us to consid­
er the world as the object of our mission, its finality, 
We are called "••• to love Christ more ardently and follow 
him more closely", and, in the meditation on the Kingdom, 
he himself calls us. He t1chooses so many persons, apos­
tles, disciples, etc., and sends them throughout the whole 
world, to spread his sacred doctrine" {Spiro Ex. l45}. 

We must, then, look with love on this world, to which 
we are sent. And we must look at it with eyes. that reflect 
our o\vn chariem, that is, with a love for men, and for otb. 
er creatures because of their relationship to man. A lovi 
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that Ifcom!'l~ down ,from the Divine Goodness" a.nd makes lis 
feel ourselves called...:withand sent":'with the Word aahis 
companions•. A love that is· universal .• 

But to understand our mission - one with the mission 
of Christ entrusted.to his Church - we must see "how the 
three Divine Persons look down upon the whole expanse or 
circuit of all the earth, filled with human beings" (Spir. 
Ex. 102). We must "see the different persons·. • •• in such 
great diversityll .(Spir.Ex. lq6) and. see' l:!:owrthe .Trinity 
acts so that ~e may act in the same way. 

Mission, in fact, manifests clearly the concrete will 
of God, that. which the Lord desir.es of each of liS, person­
ally and as a. community. by means of spiritual disce:rnmen"t.. 
in.the "here and nowlt (See Progressio Supplement No.6, No 
vember 1975). ­

A mission, we must understand clear~y, le.ads usto the 
world, incorporating u.s. into the "history of salvation". It 
is this same mission that gives a salvific meaning to our 
own life. 

If as members of e L C we take action on mission, we 
will need to discover the importance of Itdiscerningwhat 
is most urgent and universalt' (GP 7). 

I believe that here is where we must situate a criter 
ion - one that .1s eminently evangelical and Ignatian - to 
enable us to discern what our misl'Jion is in the world of 
today. The dynamic of the "magis" (the more) of the Spiri­
tual Exercises demands it of. us. Each day we will be chal­
1enged by the world. Our,wo.rld will present to us the as­
pirations and needs of all men, as well as its possibil.i,... 
ties, its progress, etc. It will ask our brotherly hand, 
as we share its life, 
possible solutions. 

in its search for orientations, for 

* 
* 

* 

In this context we cannot overlook one aspect of our 
mission, that o~ its communitarian dimension. 

As members of· the World _C L C . Fe dera1iion ....which is, 
let u.s not forget, a community! - our individual mfssion 
implies a SENSE OF .THE BODY. And this body,· as slich, has 

10 ­
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recogXlized that "wellUlst consecrate ourselves first of all 
(-a priori1;y, therefor~) to the renewal and sanctification' 
of· the. temporal order•• ~participating in efforts to liber­
ate the victims of all forms ofdiscriminat{on", finding 
our "permatientinspiratiori in the Gospei Of the poor and 
humble Christ, so that weiwork in a spirit of service' to 
est.ablish jllstice and peace 'amortg ali llien ll {GF7). 

* * 
.* 

Before drawingsome:concillsions, let IlS r~call once 
again that CLCs are coIfimunities essentially. apostolic., in 
as milch as .they have as their end to make possible, and to 
facili tate the can:ying Ollt of the miss'ion entrllsted. Sllcb. 
is the principal objective ofour~CLC life both at .the lev 
el of local commllnity and that of world community. This 
means; and I wOllld like to.repeat it as stronglY as I can, 
that OllJ:o communities need, .to resolve the necessarYtensio~ 
that exists in our "llnion.with a view ,to dispersion lf (See 
ProgreSSiOSllp;plement No.4, November 1974, first article). 
And this will be resolved in connection with the execlltion 
of the mission. 

In Augsburg '73, the world CLC community, Ilnited in 
General Assembly, deliberated - with the delegates of the 
national commllnities - abOllt our comllion mission. And, keep. 
ing in mind some of .the llnderlyings prinCiples of our spir 
it1181ity, I remember'tnat in one way or other were empha= 
sized the following: 

a) the ;primacy of the divine (all for the gr,eater 
. glory of God): seeking in everything the great 

er glory 'of .God (Spir. Ex. 23). ­

b) the second principle - to Ilse the expression of' 
Jeslls in the Gospel (bTatthew 22:39), "is like 

,the first": the human. Man, the whole man, all 
men. 
Tb.esetwo first principles will avoid both a 
sllpernaturalism or spiritl18J.ism not rocited in" 
history, and a naturalism incapable of gras~ 
the transcendental and divine aspect of man. 

c) theecclesial character, a characteristic of 
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all mission, and one deeply rooted in our spi 
rituality, since it j,3 the Ignatian principle 
of "thinking with the Church". It is very ne­
cessary for ils, who cannot and mllst not oppo­
se the Churc h to Christ, nor oppose institllti 
Oil to.lIlfstery, bllt rather to see the mystery 
in the institlltion. 

* * 
* 

Logically, it is not very difficllltto show these re­
'ra·t1onships. to··otirapostolicmission. Bllt we need to be a:" 
ware of the difficlllties we will meet in livipg ollt·in its 
flllriess this sense of mission. It is not easy to live these 
elements at the base of our apostolic mission which, at 
times, may seem to be in opposition.We need constantly, to 
ask the Lord for grace and to lay great stress on deepening 
'tbose" elements-in SIlCn a way that we are .able to redllce 
them to a principle of a higher order, in which the tensi­
on between these basic elements is integrated ina single 
higher vallle. For example, the ability to be "contemplati­
ves in action": the possible tension between prayer/action 
is. integrated and llnified in an active life of a higher or 
der,. that of "finding God in all things" (a typical IgnatI 
an expression), in which both action and prayer are redllc= 
ed.to being continllBlly with God, whom one perceives as 
present both when praying ~nd when actine;. 

Examples collld be mllltiplied; here what matters is to 
see how mission as one carries it Ollt in life reqllires of 
llS a continllal deepening, which leads llS to greater perfec 
tion and greater progress in the service of :'Go.d:, and::men: 
ThllS we will find ourselves continllally stimlllated, so that 
the personal living ofollr specific CLC charism enriches 
llS more and more. 

* * 
* 

We have tried in these lines to show how mission is a 
primordial element in our conception of the Christian Life 
COmnJllnities, so primordial that it is the key to llnder:­
standing, "deepening and living the charisma and the "iden­

.tity" of CLC. 

12 ­
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-:,\I::~,j~"beenWii;h6:Lc i,D.somefb:sm" fot: 

'when I was, 1:0 years old - it was ,the 


',' ,tn'\thetzo':gani~ s, ",' thetripstogethe 
Eles;t6.en;la.ter~the comrr..unitylfouild, 
'kepi'me-.Th~re Idisc6ve:r~dal~omy "love'!-fb::f. 

\"';'~""'''' you.th:~. w\1ichWOlild'SOOILdeyelop ,into a 'ca:f~'ei'
s" c'Onimu.nity, which concerneditself>,witht ' 
o£:y6iith,-espe~ia;j.;IYotit,~elationsh~p:Yl.ifh,:t.p.e 
'~I' could' really feel the preSElI'lCeO,£'.resus~ 

, " , "e,aswelliil:, tb.e, boys'.grouprwhich"Tl~ 
b::r,9ughso~ving ',problems, ,dif:ticu.l~tes,whic,"c""" ',,"GI,W" 

oy of'accomplishments, and thevaluaple ' 
"Also, asa'membe±: in 'other 

contacts~withvarioua other CLCers, , ,He,wa, 
,tnel;'e forme ~in His Words',and in people •• 

r~la't10nship, with my "Brother'i, ~ndwith ,,', 
Vlas~t:reIigthened.'thr6ugh OLC' programs 
le~d~r~hip,trainirig,-da.ys of recollectiph, 

" . ..,..".... ,--" and,counseling; also, throUgh' " 
I ".- "."" 
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COME LIVE WITH ME 

Nicholas IU:EMAN~s.j. 

Th~ Kingdom. I!leditation in the Spiritual Exercises is 
pivotal: it is the fulcrum on wbich the entire, experience 
turns. 

In theI:rinciple and FOllndation (if I have experienced 
the Exercises), I have pondered and viewed the world as it 
was meant to be in God f s love-design" recalled also the po~ 
sitive expressions and reflections of that love-design, re 
called too the positive expressions and reflections oftha-t 
love-plan in my own existence to date. 

Then, in the First Week, ! came face to face with the 
awflll reality of evil - an evil multiform,insinuating, per 
sistent - in the world and in me., I became' aware , perhaps­
for the first ,time, that I was '''part' of what's wrong wi til. 
the w()rld", aware of my own bankruptcy. Left to I!lYself,all 

. was black, hopeless, a blind alley. And yet, all was bright 
with a vista of infinite hope, for the Lord himself offer­
ed me ,salvation as a ·free gift. In a word, if the . First 
Week has worked its full effect, I .have come to know whO I 
am and that, just as I am, God loves me. He has become my 
salvation•. 

. At this point in the Exercises, into the pages of hum 
an history and into the pages of my own life history steps 
theperson of Jesus Christ with his ringing call, "Come 
join :tne in'lIlY plan, my strUggle to save the world amt.to·.set 
it free." Or,as he Pllt it long ago to two other men, nCome 
and followm~, and I will. make you fishers of men" ~tthew' 
4 :19). It is the call of the Kingdom, the call to join him, 
to live like him, to live his kind of life as together' we 
labor to build the kingdom• 

. The Kingdom meditation is, then, a global view of the 
mission of Christ and t~e way ,he gOes' about it, and an in­
vitatton to associate .myself wi til. him in tb.e effort.As sllch 
it is a briqge between the First Weelc of the Exercises and 
the Weeks that follow. At t-heclose of tb.eFirs.t Week I hal 
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come to experience Cbristas my personal sav-iour, Christ- , 
for-me. Now the focus becomes wiiih-Christ"'for-ithe"';'world 
(Of. Lefrank, 'Freedom for Service, :J?rogressio Supplem~nt 
No; 3, April 1914,P.60).• WhilereIilaining always my Savi­
OUl.", he now becomes my Friend. "Come join me. Come live 
with me as wefigb:t the battle together. II And all the rest 
of the Spiritual Exercises will bea'deepening assimilati­
on of, and gradual identification with, his life and his 
mission. The Kingdom medit",tionintrodu.ces me to that Per­
son, life and mission, for they are all one. 

To help us grasp in .part .how great and how vast this 
call is and how. utterly u.niquethe Man who extends it, Ig­
natius prefaces it with an example of t'the call of an 
earthly king". Time was' when such an image cou;Ld> stir 
hearts, but no more. "Today, sooiological reality is much 

.too complex to have one and the same image correspond'to 
all exercitants" (Lefrank; p. 63). And yet, we have seen 
names like Gandhi, Kennedy, Martin Luther King, John. XXIII 
command the loyalties of whole nations, eveIl the admiration 
of people everywhere. But JesusCbrist is utterly u.nique. 
He is tru.ly lithe Son of man'!, man at his best, man at his 
fulness: strong yet tender, humble yet fearless, unyield­
ing on principle yet forgiving "seventy times seven", ut­
terly selfless, a man whose only law was iove. And the 
cause to which. he calls il3 one - the only one - that trEm­
scends all space and all time, from 'the most secret depths 
of I:l.uman hearts to the most striking achievements of lII.Cin's 
mind and spirit. This is the Nfan, a divine Man" in sober 
truth, who invites me to be his friend and collaborator. 

And the call is personal. Not a faceless offer, but 
one that comes to me at a particu.lar moment· in my life, 
in accents quite special. One that invite.s me, ·not to an 
assembly-line task wnere onlY' han.ds, not persons, are want 
ed, but to a contribution, to the kingdom that takes fu.l! 
account of my own unique 'personality, one that I alone can 
make •. 

For it is a call, indeed, to'work in a cause, but 
that is not its central focus. Rather it is a call to be 
with Cbrist,'t6 travel the same path as he, as a friend. 
This is especially underlined itl the first part of the med 
itation, where the one invited is told, "he must work with 
me, by dSy, and watchwithme by night, that as he has~ 
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. a share in the. toil with me, afterwards he may s~r.ein 
the victory with me" (Spir. Ex, 93; underlining author's). 
It is, then, nothing less than an invitation to personai 
frie-qdship, an 'invitation to "come live with: me and be my 
lovell; as the old English ballad puts it" And those who re 
spond to it become "friends .in the\Lord", ncompap.-ions~of
Jesu.s ll • ,. ' 

If my response, like the invitation, is one of love, 
then of course I "willWarl.t to give greater proof of my 
love ••• not Qnly offering mYself entirely for the workllbtIt 
wanting to give and to do more, to "make offerings of 
greater value .and,of moreimportaIlce". It is the .•. ,!!lagis, 
to.e more,. ac.haracteristic at.ti tude of .all Ignatian spiri­
tllality. It is not by chance that the Ge,neral Principles 
of CLC declare that. our aim in the Chr.istian Life Communi­

. ties is "to give ourselves always. more generously to God" 
(GP 1), that our groups are for thoS"Er"who f~el a more ur­
gent need to unite their human l'ife in.all its diiiieiiSions 
wi to. to.e fulness of their Christian· faith" and aim at ilpre 
paring members ~effectively for the apostolate" O)~ 
that O!l;r community life IIteaco.es us to discern what is 
most urgent and universal'l (7); that we aim at IIfoIl owing 
~. closely Chri!;lt, in· his poverty ~ •• and to bec ome "ever 
~ competent and convincing" in. our <apostolic witness 
(11) (underlining throughout author's). Is i tSUrprising, 
then, that the'theme of,to.e .coming CLC General Assembly of 
Manila next year was chosen to be "poor wito. Christ for a 
better service ll ? 

And this kingdom we. are asked to. help Chri!'ltto fash­
ion, what kind of kingdolll. is it? It iS t quite !'IimplYt the 
kingdom described. in the Gospels : a world in whic.h all 
will be happy because all will love. It is a kingdom that 
begins in this world, grows in spite .of many-' setbacks and 
obstacles, to come .to full flower it?- the life without end. 
It is a kingdom at once. interior and social: interior, for 
its greatest task is to change hearts; bUctinescapably and 
strikingly social as well, for if love is real, it must 
fashion structures that are just and loving. And let us be 

. careful not, to think of the kiilgdom in too. "churchy" away; 
while the Church is undoubtedly Christ fS spearhead in the 
effOrt, the kingdom is perhaps best described in the Prefa 
ce of the Liturgy for the Feast of Christ. King: "an ever: 
lasting and universal' kingdom, a kingdom oftrnhand life, 
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akingddm of holiness and g!aoe. a kingdom of justioe, love 
and peace. 1I 

The invitation of the Kingdom me.ditation is very rea-· 
listic.It offers victory and glory,.blltonlyat the cost 
of "blood, sweata.nd tears", of hardship, labor and sllf!er 
ing. Qilite specifically, we are invited to offer ollrselves 
for "ail wrongs and all abllse,andall poverty, botha.ctll­
al and spiritllal." (94) If w~are to live and work with 
Christ,· to "be content with the same food, drink, clothing 
etc." as he (93), can. it be otherwise? Remember, ollrFriend 
is a man who was born in a manger, worked as a carpenter, 
often had nowhere tolay his head; and when he died, men 
threw dice.to see who wollld get his oloak, the oIlly prop­

. erty he left. Remember, Ollr Friend is a man who was ac'­
c~sed of being a wine-bibber and a friend of sinners and 
casting Ollt devils throilgh Baelzeblll himself; a man whose 

.fellQw;..townsmen tried to throw him off· a oliff; who was 
falsely accllsed, tried and condemned, and died as a crim­
inal. In one way or other, . those who "throw in their lot 
with Christ"can expec.t contradiction andfrllstration, al­
thoilgh it may come in anyone of a thousand forms. As the 
old ~Tegro spiritual has it, "you cantt go· to heaven on rol 
ler skates.1t And it was the Lord himself who said of P8'ul-; 
when he called him to the greatest of the apostles: 1tI. will 
show him how milch he mllst sllfferfor my name." 

The call of the Kingdom is a call to growing identifi 
oation with Jeslls, with his person and his life. It is a 
call to share with him ever more deeply in his paschal mys 
tery, and :that involves, in one form or other, growing as: 
similation to Christ poor and hllIDiliated -,'whether in him­
self or in his members alive today. That is the price of 
helping him to bllild a kingdom. of jllstice, love and peace. 
Bilt the paschal mystery ends in viotory, eternal victory. 
In the words of a beautiful stone sClllptllre of Christ ris­
ingtnat dominates the.grollnds of Colombiere College, De­
troit, words inspired by the Ki'ngdommeditation, "NHOFIGHT 
THE BATTLE WITH ME WILL RISE IN VlCTORY WITHlilE." 
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LETTER FROM CHINA TAIWAN 

Very Dear Friends, 

We, the CLCs from Ta i wan, 
send you our· greetings and tell 
yOti that during the past hot swn-' 
lller we have passed days together 
that were rich and full of mean­
ing.. This was the program: 

- CLC .Formation Courses at the 
National Level: 
- July 1-7, with 72 members tak 

ing part 
- September 2-9, with 85 members 

taking part 

- 8-Day Individually-guided Spir­
itual Exercises: 
- July 1-9, with 18 members 
- July 10-18, with 10 members 

- Theology Course in the Jesuit 
Theologate 
- the entire month.~~ August, with 36 members participa­

ting 

- Live-in of the Coordinators of each of the 30 Communi­
ties: 
- September 9-11. 

A few words on each of these ••• 

Our Formation Course in 1975 was the twelfth annual one we 
have held for CLC members at the national level. Vie used 
to conduct one of these in winter and one in sUmmer, but 
with so many wanting to take part we have now arranged 3 
courses: 2 in summer and 1 in winter. The theme tor this 
year's Course Was uThe Risk of the Faith ll • 

Spiritual Exe.rcises retreats: These are especially for the 
university students who will soon finish their studies.' 
The objective is to help them, in a climate of profound 
prayer, to discern the direotion of their lives. 
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Theology Coarse: The aim of thisis:!;o continu.e 
formation ofCLC members. This takes place in a climate of 
seriou'S stu.dYand;t"esearch, bu.t inclLldes 'at tlie same time 
a deep OOmInLlnity e:x;perience. 

Live-in of tp.e CommLlnity coordinators: This is done twice. 
a.year, with the aim of evalu.ating the past an.d. program­
ming the fu.ture.This time the direction *0 give to YOLlth 
CLCs was especially gone into. We saw the positive points 
and the progress of each commu.nityand this was a stimLllLlS 
for us all. And what we think is more important, each of 
the leaders leave this live-in convinced of their respon'­
sibility and the spirit they {Cust cOmIll.unicate, through 
listening to and inspiring each other. 

Our 30 communities are diVided into 3 zones, each with a 
p:residentandvice-president who are, as a team, respon­
sible for visiting the communities, planning and stimulat­
ing oontaot between them and establishing new oommunities. 

Th.e ooordinators of each zone meet monthly to plan their 
aotivity, and all 3 zones meet together annu.ally, at whioh 
time members make their oonseorationor Oommitment. There 
is oollaboration ip. apostolio'activity, for example vis­
its to hospitals, prisons, parishes. But· the main thing 
reqLlired is a witness in their Llniversity milieu. Onoe a 
semest~r all the oOllnoil members ofeaoh community meet 
to evalu.ate and to plan for the fLlt~e. 

U~ till now in Taiwan, the university groups have devel­
oped well and with real dynamism. Eut the postgradllates, 
who now have. a certain responsibility in society have been 
somewhat negleoted. The two main reasons for this phenome­
non seem to be: 

- more attention has always been given to the university 
stLldents 
after gradllating, they either enter military-service, 
emigrate' abroad, or are simply lost in the crOWd. 

For thi.s reason, we evalllated the matter seriously, and 
now, of the 113 Ilniversity grl;lduates this year who are OLO 
members, we have now formed 3 new communities. We have much 
more to do in this area. 

Please do not forge·t IlS in' your prayers. 
In the name 'of all, 

(Sister) Teola Ylle, MMB 
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REPORT ON THE WORLD ASSEMBLY .. OF THE COUNCIL OFTHELA.ITY 

It was the People of God in microcosm. Almost 300 of 
. them, of every race and age and language, came together at 
Rome from 70 cou.ntries. Even the newest, PapUa-New Gliinea, 
was :re]lresented. There were, besides, delegl11tesfrom 45 in 
ternational Catholic organizations, CLC of course among 
them. Mostly they were lay people, but with several bish­
ops and a score of priests as well. ,And l~ ecumenical ob­
serVers from other Christian comml2Ilities. Truly. a cross­
section of God's People. 

They came together .at th~ invitation of tlie C9unc:i.l 
of the La,ity,a department of the Holy See established by 
the Pope after Vatican COl2Ilcil II to further the active 
role of the laity in the Church. And so this World J\s~em­
bly of the Council of the Laity. gathered for over a week 
(October 7-15, 1975) to exchange t to pray, to reflect, to 
voice its views in this consultation. Thus it was in the 
line of the World Congresses of the Lay Apostolate of '51, 
'57 and '67; and though much smaller in numbers,· of no 
less importance, and perhaps better prepared and executed. 

The aim of the .consultation was that the laitY'svQice 
be more clearly heard. To achieve this, the Assembly foc~ 
used for the first several days on man's searohings today: 
his searoh for identity, his search for justioe , his 
searoh for God. Then.the pastoral implioations of these 
yearnings in the fields of evangelization, th.e ~oolesial 
oommunity, its mission in the world, were explored. The 
method uSed was a coordinated ensemble of oonferenoes, ex­
changes of experience and disoussions in small groups, and 
general assemblies, with simultanepus translations into 
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English,Frellch ~ncl Sp~ni$h .whe~e neede.d. ~h~entirere.. 
sultsot'the. 4sl3~m1:>ly· and its ,va:riotls g:roups anCl. sessions 
wiU beIll$de !,lse. ot by tb.e Council of the Laity;i:p. addit ­
ion, :it approved specit'icrecol'll.lllendations on a number of 
key points: ' 

- the need for better st~uctures to further dialogue be­
tween 4i'!iy and' Church leaders and to make operative the 
s~red responsibility of the laity 

,- the strong commitment to justice (especially internation 
al j).istic;e) an4to solid~rity with the poor that must Pi 
part of the faith and life of Christians 

.. 	 the need for total for;ttlatiol;l, neJIlely.formation in its 
spiritttal,' inteJ:.lElctual,. social . arid political aspects 

-,ane.vangel;~ationtl:Uitstarts ·fromthelocal sitttation, 
and is "incl.lltllmiloted" i,nto i"ji 

-	 a wiCler i'ole for women in society and in the Church. 

The a1;!l:I.Ql3phere of the gathering was prayerful, :integra 
ted, mature. ' Each day bElgan with a biblical reflection = 
the open,ing one in Which a slide. proje.ction of sculptures 
of.dif'f'erent continente was used to show· how man today, 
just~s ititp,e. Old~estamenttPursuee his searchfor'mean­
ing, and for God, was e$peOially effec·tive - and the litur­
gies ~erefully integrated with. the days' themes. An inte­
gra.ted approach, linking spiritttality anCl.justicEl, evange­
lization and human promotion, was strongly 'evident. And 
one noticed in these lay leac1e.rs a certainmaturity: a 
sense of theChurcb., ~n awareness of both their rights and 
their respotiSibili1;1es, an ability to speak frankly and ev 
en strongly, but without bitterness or self-justification:

, ,,'. 

f.. HolY Year service of reoonciliation, held 'in the Os 
tacombs, formed part Of the pI'ogram too. And of course an 
audie'n~e wi'th the Holy Father, whose words to the Assembly 
inclu(iedthis oomment: liContemporarY man'listens more wil­
lingly to witnesses tha'il to masters ••• It is your honOr to 
be Christ IS witnesses in the midst of secular sctivities ••• 
tb.isinitness' of a'wb,olelife can be very Cl.eman4ing. It sup 
poses th~t you wi,ll be .constantly nourishing your belier 
and your zeal. ..at'the living sources of faith snd graoe ... 
The Clu,ality'of the yeast that. yOu are called upon to' insert 
irl: the dough of thili3 worad tJ;epenCl.s on your entire fideli ty11 
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But the most moving part of ,the gathe;oingwas the wit 
ness of some of'the participants: ofa young African hus: 
band, seld6m able to be withlJ,is wife and family because 
of racial gove~entrestrict1ons; of a delegate from a 
Commllnist'country, and'the constant governmental interfe.... 
renee he meets in Christian life and activitY (:; countries 
with large Catholic populations were not even represented 
at t~e Assembly ,becatlse atheistic governments wotlld not al 
low it) ; elf a young Brazilian worker,whose deep f~ith and 
quiet account merets having her story briefly recounted 
here...' , 

She came from "~ family ,of 16,. ,had a yery poor child­
hood, went to work early in a factory. Her father tlsed to 
say that their poverty was the will of God and mtlst be en­

,dured, but she rebelled against this, began to study nights 
so she could sqmehow get out of her wretched poverty. ThEm 
one day a militant Catholic worker said to her, nlf you 
want to work YOttr way out of this misery, just you and 
YOttr faniily, yOtl have a right to do so; but if you do, 
thousands of others will stay in misery and oppression 
just as tlley are; the right way is to go out together, to 
work with them to overcome together injustice and poverty." 

She understood then that this was part of the paschalmys­
tery, of the struggle and, pain leading to the resttrrec­
tion of the whole ~man that Jesus came to bring, and made 
her decision that such would be her life. She began organ­

" izing her first groups of ,workers. Eventually she went a­
broad to take part in sem~nars, study more for this pttr ­
pose, became vice-president of the World MOvement of Cath~, 
olic Workers. When she came back to Brazil, she went a­
gain to work in a factory, and wascriticized by her family 
for this. Her labor activities landed her in prison for 
many months. When she got out, even some of the workers 
kept their distance from her, for fear, that being too 
close to one who had been in trouble with the government 
would not be good. And she had no job - in fact, she was 
still unemployed at the.: time she took part in the Assem­

. bly. But her faith in Christ and attachment to his, Church 
were fi,rm as ever,' for she had come to know, even through 
her own experience, and not without cost, tha~ in the co~ 

, 9perative effort of people to free themselves from oppres~ 
sion and slavery the Lord's Kingdom is being built, and 
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thewa;{prepared 'for the reSll,rrect10n.~.; Truly ... her' 
oount was moving.;.and. ~hen she finished, the entire 
blygave' h$ra 3-minllte ovation. 

T~e Assembly then was man! things: witness and broth­
eorlyexchangeand:prayar1'111 reflection on the word of God 
and; OIl its meaning. intoday's worlCi. Bllt first and fore­
most, it was acon$l1ltation, in which the worldwide· voice 
of the laity was clearly heard. An important step· there:'" 
tore in the ongoit18 pilgrimage of the People of God. . 
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PERU. HA.~P P ENID' G S 

.. . . .... 	 " , 

Introdllction to. Formation, £1'1l1t .of the experience of 
the.OhristianLife Oommll!lities' in France, and ,brought to 
us in a translation from the French (1) by Father Justo Gon 
zalez-Tarrio, was uS,ed oJ: IlS to f·!1rII.isha lived experience 
of what one aspires to in OLO. This session waS promoted 
and coordinated by the .Execu.tive Oou.ncilof our National 
Federation~ Taking part in it were 35 leaders from differ­
ent Oommu.nities of Lima, inclu.dingtheir religiou.s assis­
tants. It lasted 0 days , with an average of 3 hours daily 
given ,to ft. Becau.se of time limiations, we chose only 5 
of the 8 tb.emea developed in the document, namely: 

discovering oneself in depth 
living together in brotherlY!1Ilion 
hearing the call of Christ 
discerning the better in our dailydecisioIl.S 
cOIlsecrated for the mission in the world. 

The themes were pr,esented by variou.s lllembers of the 
Execu.tive OOllncil..Thenfollowed the process suggested in 
the document: assimilation of the theme through a meeting 
In small grou.ps where people prayed, reflected indivi.du.al­
ly . and shared theire:x:periences together; a .plellfi!,ry ses­
sio,n in which this was brought together and evalu.ated;and. 
the 	tlproposal for the monthll which ,aimed at pu.ttiOginto 
practise the. experience had in ongoing daily living. The 
course.helped u.s to adapt better to concrete 'reality and 
to the objectives we were aiming at. 	 . 

{l} 	This docwnent, whicholltlinas a program for the first 
year of OLO formation, . is, available in English and 
Spanish from the World OLO Secretal;'iat, and intne 0­

rigillfi!,l French from the French OLe center at 14 rile de 
la.Tombe-Issoil'e, 75014 Paris, France. 
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'. Og,r ,pllrposew~s nottoaccwuu.laJe lmo?l1edge"or intor­
'matton. Rather we, were trying GO 'share together the basic 
experie,nces tba.tcharacterize' aCbi-istian tife CommWlity, 
and bring back to our respective grollps the ml;>tivation and 
Experience needed to implement the course effectively. 

Taking 'part in the session too were some persons (lay 
and religiou.s ) who are inclose. contact with our Federation 
or with CLC members. All of these showed interest in en­
cOllraging new CLCgroups, both 'in the capital of the cOUn­
try and in the interior. We can add that during this ses­
sion we took part in the launcbingofa new CLC grollp now 
func:J:ioningin Lima. 

As. to. the worth o'f the course, we have conclilded that 
it has be,en very usefill both for new members and for those' 
a.lready active in CLC for sO,me years•. All of IlS experi­
enced the Lord's presence, which was reflected also in the 
commllnity. AmGlng the many good results, which s'urpassed 
our expectatio.ns, we can mention that in all our groups we 
are now making Ilse of the document mentioned (andtbeprac 
tica.l exercises that form part of it). We recommend them, 
to other grollps. 

* * * 
The COmiDg0f JllstO Gonzalez-Tarrio always brings us 

new faith in our commitment to tbe Christian Life COmnlllni.;.. 
ties. On hia. last visit two members of our Execlltive Coun­
cil traveled with him to Arequipa (one of the key cities of 
Peru) to carry out extensive work of info'rmation and ·moti­
vation in the youth sector. On tbis occasi.on a YOllng grollp 
Qf Ilniversity and bighschool students allowed a desire to 
establish a CLC. The formation docll1t1ents' we had sent them 
earlier were a btg help in this. . 

* * * 
Our Execlltiv~ COllnc11, along witb delegates from each 

CLC grollp of Lima, had a frui tflll dialoglle with Cardinal 
, Juan IanQ.azuxi Ricketts and Fatber Jose LllisBlanco Encar­
.gado of the Depa.rtment Qf the Laityfor Peril. The iIii tia­
t1ve came from them, and the personal exchange aliba:t:oar.: 
concerns and outlook enriched both the autborities and ev­
eryone of Us. 

28 ­

http:occasi.on

