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issUe .. 01' last July we informed our 
readers that th,e World C10 ,Federation had 
.r.eceived. consultative status witlitheUnit.,. 
ed'Nations as a: Non - Governnlental 
tioll (HGO). 

Toda,ywewould like to mention sOme 
details, ·as well as correct an.inexactitude 
that slipped in~o our July.announcement. 

Our Federation has been granted consulta
tive status with ECOSOC (Economic and Social 
Counoil) ,as of April ;24, 1975. TheEconomic 
and Social Council is 'an institutiQn of the 
United Nations : which groups various of the. 

. specialized agei,lcies, ~nciuding UNEl?CO. 

The Executive CoUncil of our World Federa;... 
tionhas charged Fred Leone. with .. responsi
bil:ity for this, liaison, since his wife, Bet
ty Leone, will be our representative at' the !! 
nited Nations.~ .. 



A£loodofletters· .... 
news of every sort ••• 

eXpectations,concerns, desires ••• .. 
are voiced and converge. 

A WORLD COMMuNiTY 
- LIVING, PRAYING, ACTING 

"We. wrile .A.o .Jete yD"",D./'~ ....I-Dur./Ce~ .. " .. 
* * "We had ·our annual leadership conference from Sep
* tember 5-9, just before the final school term be


gan on the 15th. For the conference Father Jansens had 

worked out a comprehensive program of 4 days.... Every 2 

months we have our bimonth1.y moderators' meeting•••• "(from 


. zambia) 

* * "Up until September 1974 I was very .interested in CLC 
* - but since that time I've Pound myself increasingly 

committed to the movement in a very active way! I continue 
to act as assistant for both an adult and a.college eLC 
group. I came to CLC via the Spiritual Exercises, which I 
have been directing on an individual and group basis since 
1971••• This spring I was part of a team.,..taught course on 
"Latin America: Developnient and Liberation i, ; I was the in~ 
structor in Political SCience, together with 'another in
structor in Theology. We hope to offer thiS, course each 
spring, and to update ourselves as we g'o along.,oo As you 
can see, I keep busy - but in a very integrated way, or so 
it seems to me. I really believe in Divine, Providence very 
much (in the Ignatian spirit!).and it seems to me that my 
whole life experience points to CLC involvement. I know I 
have. much to learn, and am looking ,forward to the summer' 
both the CLC Formation Course and the Convention.... You 
and all the concerns of the World Community are in my 
prayers daily.;' (from u.s.A'.. ) 

* * "Three groups more have been established. And soon 
* Sister Tecla Yu will transfer from her present 


post as assistant to the COllege Federation to the Taipei. 

Archdiocesan Adult Federation(mostly young professionals). 

The new National Federation president,Bernard Li, and the 

staff, are organizing seminars and retreats for the' Hsin
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chuDiocesan Federa,tion too, hoping to renew theCLC mov! 
:ment there •••• Some 40 college CLC students .have now reg
istered for the 4-week·theology course this summer, among 
them 12 unit. chairmen, 6 beiys and 6 girls. 11 (from China: 
Taiwan) 

** "We have just finished three days, of formation for 140 
* leaders! That's a big number - but all the same it was 

a, great succesS. We nIl send you an .account for PROGRESSIO. 
These days were preceded by two 5-day retreats and an 8-day 
one. 1I (from Flemish Belgium) 

" 1/ fOOt!, JiG.rl-, we'~ hQ"~r .. ·." 
* * "We had our first national meeting recen1;ly. I would 
* like. to tell you what happened. at it. We came to

gether in Semarang·, to spend 3 nights ina small, retreat 
· house'. From Bandung came 6 students; Frans Bqnang had to 
leave his dear Linda, who was eager to take part also, so 

·he came alone; from, ).'ogya there were 2 students, Fathe:rr 
Pep and mysel£;fromlCediri, 2 activists, oneof.thema 
brother; . f,rom. Surabaya 11 participants; and from Semarang 
2. It was a combination o£retr.eat and an qrganizat:ional 
meeting. First, points of meditation and examples of how 
to share; by the last .day the iay peqpleWere animating 
the meeting by themselves. We closed our meeting by offer
ing the Ma.sstogether wi th .songs and sharing 9f oUr exper
iences. The young people started to sing and the atmos
phere became really fraternal.Cor.isideringthat our sftua
tion is still very preparatory, we unanimOUSly started 
with a national coordination . team" .wi thFrans as. the head 
of it; the Nat,ional" federation can come later on, when we 
are ready. Our first prqjec;::t is to have.anational ·format
ion course, in December o.f January. We hope that by.start 
ing with a national coordina.ting team, in which each . city 
has its. delegate, and a formation course, in which we will 

· know 	and exper:iemce CLCtogether,our ext.ernalexpression· 
will not be so far from ou.:rinner content." (from "In":'" 
dqnesia ) 	 .. 

** liAS far .as we know, .our CLC group is. the only English 

t speaking one in this country. We area very disparate 
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group in talents, vocations anCl perso~l:ities but one· in 
our commitment to Christ and his Mother. Weare fortunate 
in having an eXCellent moderator. 'This. year's membership 
stands at sixteen. Thanks to prayer, hard work and good pU:!l 
lici ty, several candidates were attracted to our formation' 

'.program this year. Our general study program has been based 
on several articleS ,in PROGRESSIO, in particular those on 
revision of life, -communi tyevaluation and CLC meetings.' 
We studied too our Bishops' Statement on Social;.Justice and 
contributed several positive ideas for parisn and diocesan 
involvement in social action••• Our ownCLCretreat was ~ 

,gain a personally.o.guided one. An eight-day:retreat still 
seems an unattainable dream for most of us,although two of 
our members made one in Montreal. One member is making her 
Spiritual Exercises according to the 19th annotation unden 
the guidance· of a sister, and two others are to' begin soon 
theirs ••• Al always, our members. direct some of their 
efforts towards the larger community in which we live:leag, 
ership in other organizations, parish council membership, 
Birthright activity, catechetical work, liturgical music 
workshops. One of our members coordinated the special 
Third World drive and all of u.s hetped with it. May we all 
grow constantly in grace and love so that we reflect him 
who is Way, Truth and Life." (from English Canada) 

** liThe work of our Cgristian Life Groups is an impo!,
* tant' commi tment.. I am trying ..to fulfi 11 it the 

best I can With the Lord's help. I began introducing CLG 
in August ''];3. lam now working full time in 6' high schools' 
(mostly in the upper classes, where the students range in 
age from 16 to 25 years) and 1 seminary. Sist.er Agnes is 
working in 3 schools. I have 35 youth groups and she has 
15. I appreciate the fact that you emphasize slow and sol

id work; I have felt that from the beginning •. P.lease tell 

me.where to subscribe for Progressio in English, which I 

have never seen. How grateful I Will be to receive any or 

all material concerning CLG';" (from Lesotho) 


* * lilt's been a long time since I had a chance to share 
* with you; my many activities have kept me from,doing 

it, in spite afmy great desire. With this 'letter I bring 
you greetings from a small community that I have been work 
ing rlthnow about a year and . three months • Our group en: 
tirely accepts the General Principles, which constitute a 
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part of our Formation program. For that, Progressio, which 
we receive regularly, is one of our main tools, along with 
the Formation Document N° l(CtC - Rome '73), as well as the 
Fundamental Themes. But what really forms the basis of our 
Community is the guided Spiritual Exercises, given by our 
ec:::clesiastical assistant ••• ' To get better acquainted, may 

now share with you the life of our little community and 
the steps we have taken so Far, as well as some of the 
problems •••• 1t (From Madagascar) 

.... ItVacation is almost over and the work for CLC begins 
.. again... And happily, with a new perspective. Two 

new groups at Nijmegen.The sisters who helped US translate 
the French CLC documents "LtAnnee D'Accueil" and now "Ja
Ions pour un Groupe" found the content of these documents 
inspiring' and would like to begin along '.vi th lay p~ople in 
such communi ties." (From HOlland) 

II 1,1,,41- do 1e>14 M,·""I-. ? 6,'vc U4 Q~ QI.'f"'''Ve.r ••• '' ' 

'* .. "We are sending you the first results of our work. 
.. This material is divided into several parts, so we do 

not need ,to treat it all at each meeting. Each group uses 
as many sessions For it as judged needed. \'1e are send
ing you too a guide For coordinating study groups, as we 
Find it useFul.' We would like the opinion of the World Fed 
eration on it. We continue to remember you with real aFFec: 
tion. II (From Mexico) 

.... "1 was very interested in all the information on Mani 
.. la '76. I was thinking of going, but now I wonder 

would ftbe ,too advanced For me'? 1 might be ready For 'some
thing more than the basic course, but the advanced course 
would probably be beyond me, since it seems to be heavily 
oriented towards social involvement in a speciFic area, i. 
e., the materially underprivileged, and I have no exper-
ience at all'in that area."'(From Ireland) 

.... "Peace be with you! I am a m~mber belonging to the CLC 
.. unit of the JJhiversity of Hong Kong, Group 1. I am in 

terested in the For.mation programme of the GtC movement.' I 
realize the World ~ederation is preparing various documents 
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on formation and· formation courses. I hope you will be so 
kind as to send me one copy of eacn of the documents as I 
intend to introduce them into our CLC. Thank you. May we 
labour tog~ther for tbe extensi~n oP Christ '.s Kingdom on 
earth." (Prom Hong Kong) 

II .!J,1/e,rt! ",,/- It 1:),.; Z Q Iit./ •• • 1# 

* * "I myself am preparing Por a World Course oP Christ 
'* ian, Leaders Prom all the continents, tq .be held in In 

dia in january 1976. Organised by the World Council oP 
Churches, the aim of this course oP two months'duration is 
to prepare dynamic agents oP Social Change: eve:rything 
will center on "Liberation". I have been se:J.ected as one. 
oP the. Asian delegates. I am looking Porward to this 
course and I am sure that I will be greatly enriched myself 
and learn much to share with CLC in India and perhaps in a 
slliall way with the International Commuriity too. It (prom In~ 
dial 

* * '''It is my desire, and that op'the other members· oP my
* CLC,to involve the members 9P the World Federation in 

our activities. So now we are plunged into the preparation 
oP a Pormation course adapted to our milieu. We count on 
making use oP worthwhile materials detailing experiences 
made in:diPPerent. countries, Por examp.le, France, Germany 
and Peru. In the same vein Father LuXorio took part last 
year, with Father Gonzalez-Tarrio, in a session in Mexico. 
We see a chance to orgariize in February next'a course. in 
the interioroP our country, in the provinceoP Mendoza, b~ 
ginning ..with a week of the Exercises,and p.ossibly 1(ith the 
participation oP members,oP the groups Prom ,the province oP 
Cordoba and Prom Santiago del Estercr••• There are, in a~ 
dition,other groups in Buenos Aires interested in the Ex
ercisesand in the Pormation course. ExpeCtations are ver.y 
high. so is our desire to worle Por the service oP. those 
who Peel challenged by the demands of' a PUlly Christian ex 

.istence 	and are looking Por the way or the Porm to .make 
concrete in a community way their personal vocation.. "(Prom. 
Argentina) . 

... * UNo doubt you already know that I entered the noviti 
* .ate oP the Society oP Jesus on the 15th oP last month. 
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I have just finished my first month and so farthings are 
going WSll,c with much joy and interior peace. I need to 
take seriously my whole formation in the Jesuit order, or 
else not take it. For this reason I have decided to sus
pend all my activities not directly linked with my Jesuit 
formation; and I include here my responsibilities in two 
of the commissions of the World Federation. But I want to 
be clear that if I am withdrawing from these two charges, 
I could never give up my link with CLC. lowe much to CLC, 
it was a very important factOr in my religious vocation;it 
was there that.I rediscoVered Mary as the woman who is op
en and available, free, always searching out' the will of 
God; it is thanks to CLC that I made headway in my prayer, 
and that I got to know the courageous witness of so rna.... 
ny lay people and Jesuits. All that cannot be forgotten 
or laid aside. My vocation to the Society of Jesus and my 
CLC commitment are closely linked." (from Argentina) 

"q"""d d,f/-r'el..l.eb.iu -"DD ... " 
'* '* "I could not write to you immediately after myreturm

'* from Augsburg '73 for the fOllowing reason. On my re
turn my papers were all taken away from me by the govern
mental authorities. I was detained and questioned POI' an 
entire afternoon on my movements in Europe and so forth ••• 
The papers from Augsburg and Rome having been taken from 
me, it was virtually impossible for me to write you and my 
other continental friends. My maU was opened by the auth
ori ties, my lIlovements checked every day, and with this cO,!l 
trol arouhd your neck you can hardly do anything lest you 
get detained without trial. I am very happy to tell you 
that these controls have now been lifted.'; 

'* * "While we live here under increasingly strong pressure
'* exercised by atheism against the faith, it turns out!. 

that this is stirring up greater interest in spiritua1'vo
cations. It is nOW' then too'the right moment to commit on! 
self all the way. I would like to dedicate myself more to 
the promotion here of CLC." . 

'* '* "Last week I made a trip to Vigan(up north) for a '2
'* day seminar. i was on the road(by bus) for 12 hours. 

I came to the toWn at io P.M. People were already asleep. 
I had no supper yet. No one' knew the place whe're I was go
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ing. And when I finally arrived at the place,which was out 
of to'llTn, the el(!l!ctricity already had be(!l!n shut off. It was 
quite' an experience. Coming back to Manila" it wal:! a good 
8-9 hour ride. I took the bus at 4:30 P.M., but we had to 
stop by a roadside caf,e to sit out the curfew 11 P.M. to 
4 A.M. It was a rough and sleepless night." (Philippines) 

" ~~_,. I.J ' J". " c.< ..., rt!!Q 11'1 ,.ra. 'Ier- ... 
'* '* "Anne had to return to the hospital. That implies she

'* will not now be able to go to the Philippines in No
vember to help out there. During ,our Hawkestone Course we 
visited her each evening -a different carload each night. 
She is ve~ cheerful. Give her a special place in your 
prayers, that, in the words of ·th~ Sacrament of-the Sick, 
she may be restored to her place. in the Church'." (from 
England) 

'* '* "It was a joy for me to receive your letter, and all 
* the more so at this time when~ with my three compani

ons, we are making the month of the Exercises. For in 
these days one thinks of and remembers in a special way 
all, those one loves and who have helped one to find one's 
vocation. Thanks for your understanding, your witness, your 
prayers." (from Argentina) 

.* * "We here in this part of the world reciprocate your
* continuing inClusion of ·us in your,prayers and your 

warm friendship." (from Sri Lanka) 

'* '* "We were very happy that you thought of us at the 
* time of our annual assembly. Thank.you. We very will

ingly continue to aid and sustain the ensembie of the C·LeS 
around the world by our prayer and our Sufferings. We are 
united in joy!! (International Group of the Sick) 

u t.I Ill. ,.,., tr DI YDI4. ae2... IItIL 

.. *' "I am making use of this opportunity to tell you that 
* recently our Federation established a commission for 

our relations with other'countries. I am'part of it, and 
its aim is to maintain and to . strengthen our relations 
with the Federations of other countries, and with the or



gans of theWorld Federation. We will send you soon a 
Ust of the activities Of this commission and a roster 
of the members who make it up." (Chile) 

...... "In the name of the CLCs of Luxemburg, I give you our 
... most sincere greetings for the Holy Year. May 1975 be 

for you a year of graces and of profound joy. 'May the Spi! 
. it of God guide us all and give us the strength and courage 

to advance together on the road we have chosen." (from L~ 
emburg) 

...... "I would like to present to you as well as to the en
* tire World Federation the feelings of, deep affection 

that all theCLC rriembersof Peru feel toward you. We think 
this is not just a simple formality, since the very fact 
of feeling' ourselves members of CLC uni tes us and makes us 
a universal brotherhood." (from Peru) 
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THE CRISIS OF RAW MATERIALS(1) 

by 	Aude·RAIGA 

II THE STAKE FOR THE THIRD WORLD 

Now that we have seen how the. cost of, raw mat~rials 
~annoteXplain all 0\12' di£ficultie's, and plays only a limi
t,ed role in aggravating them, let us see, th~ question from 

'the point of view of the .'f'hird World, fer whom the stde 
seems much more important., 

Wages in the Third World 

The countries in the process of. development find them 
selves confronted with certain essential requirements, a~ 
mong which are 

- a 	 high level of investments . 
-the importation of food prOducts, equipment and con

sumergoods, in growing quantity 
the necessity of not going beyond a certain level 
of indebtedness. , 

In all these problems the income from exports, and more 
basically. the price paid for raw materials,plays a strate
gic role: 

1) 	It is the main means of financing investments and basic 
equipment for collective use; 

In poor countries, where savings and fiscal resources 
are inadequate, . the taxes onexports of1;en constitute 
tlie prinCipal income of the state, 'which is,. often and 
by far, the principal investor of the country. 

a) 	Exports also constitute the'main.so'i1rce .of cash curren
cy and so the means to meet the rapid growth of imports 
on which hinges the Iiring standard,; and sometimes even 

'(in the case of basic :food .products) . the Survival of. 
the population; and, on the other han(l, .the development 
of the country. 

(1) 	Continuation of the article published in PROGRESSIO No. 
5, September,' 1975. 
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3) They constitute moreover a national resource and to ' 
this extent, limit recourse to borrowing. The already 
excessive level. of indebtedness of the Third World is 
knownj it surpasses even now 100 billion dollars. Rec
ent examples showed how the brutal fall in price of a 
product has required a massive recourse to international 
"aid" and has dangerously limited the independence of 
a country. 

4) Finally, the value of a product that is exported di
:rectly influences the level of income of the producer, 
above all when it is question of an . agricultural prod
uct, of which the sale" constitutes the principal income 
of the small farmers in many European countries. This 
is true of products like peanuts, coffee, cocoa, cot
ton, etc. This income, an important element in the 
domestic market, Closely governs the growth of local in

,dustries and is an :\.ndispensable condition of their de
ve.lopment. The narrowness of the domestic market is one 
of the main "obstacles todevelopment ll • 

According to the expression popularized by the Chileans, 
the price of raw materials is really the "Third World 
wages", the price of its work. 

Elements That A££ect This Income 

The "buying power" of this "wages II depends on 4 main 
factors: 

1) 	The world price of the basic products. We know how the 
true value of the prices paid for raw materials has for 
a long time .been decreasing, and what fluctuations they 
undergo due to, among other things, the highly specula
tivecharacter'of the operations of the world stock ex
changes~' 

2) 	The average price of imported products. The relation 
between the two price evolutions (that of raw materials 
and that'of. imported products) constitutes what is 
called the "terms of e}Cchange", and this had u,ndergone 
a marked deterioration in the, last 20 ye~s. This is 
shown. concretely in the case 6'£ Ivory Coast (~ven though 
it,· is thought of as one of ,the -relatively "richer" 
countries): 

- To buy 10 -litres(abou1:2i' gallons) of gasoline (pet
rol), there was needed: 
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- in 1960 - 3.7 kg(kilograms)of-,coffee, or 9.6 kg 
of c;::otton (lkg =2.2 pounds) 

- In 1973 - 4.6 kg(Kilograms)'6f coffee, or .13•. 7 kg 
of cotton· 

- To· buy 100 kg of cement, there was needed: 
- ill; 1960-- 8 kg of cof£eeor ?Okg of cotton 
- in 1973 --,11 kg of coffee or 3d .,kg of cotton. 

3) 	The value of the money used to calculatepi'ices. Prices 
are generally calcula,ted in dollars. Nciwthe devalua
tionsof this currency - whether' official: 61' practical 
ly operative -' since 1971, with regard to other curren
ci-es,·have.been dramatic for many Third World countr:i,~s. 

4) The quantities exported. Since 20 years ago, the.averag.e 
. buying pow~r of the . Third . WOrld increased .(between 195~ 
and 1970): 

+48 percent for Latin America 

+82 per cent for Africa 

+ ·1 per cent for Asia. 

(Source a CNUC~D, Vol~ IV) 
but this was.possibleonlY . thanks to a considerable in
crease in the quantities . exported. One can translate 
this in a concrete way ~ysaying that: 

- either the' Thi~ World cannot make up for' the 
market rises except by working m?re; 

- or" that an important part of·the results 'of its ef
forts is, each time, taken, by the consu,mer, countries. 

III- SOME qUESTIONS TO POSE 

The juxtaposition of ali tllesefac:ts is, in the end., 
shocking, and obliges us to pose for ourselves a cer.tain 
number of questions. 

The Extent of the Injustice 

Limiting ourselve's simply to the. sector of. raw mater,... 
ials, three facts seem difficult t:o accept; in. the p.erspea
Bve of ,t:he "new.internatiOnal. order" being officially' pro

,moted: 	 .," . 

-~~Lei l!~a~,.;.~!...!~!...~!.~::!!!:! 
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The industrial countries now absorb 75 percent of the raw 
'materials exported by the Third World and consume 87 per' 
cent of the world's energy resou.rces. Their kind of grO!: 
th cannot then be extended to the rest of the world. Plnd 
to continue it would result in exhausting more or less 
rapidly the resources of the poor countries. One would U!1 
derstand perhaps more easily the bitterness of thestrug
gle of certain prodUCing countries,if one were more aware 
that, for many among them, 'their ",riches" cannot last 
more than aD or 30 years. 

~~~_1~~!!L~the_f~~~~! 
.. This is consti tute9.by the deterioration of the buying 

power. If one estimates this at about 15 % between 1958 
and 1972, this represents an annual lass. Of more than 
10 billion dollars, that. is, more than hal£the ~ntepnat-
ional"aid". This seriously handicaps the possi]::lilities 

of domestic investment of the Third World. . 

. - The domination 

This'is exerCised by the industrialized countries and 
the multirtationalfirms. OPEp'(organization of Petroleum 
-Exporting Countries} is the exception which confirms; 
the general rule ·of the dependence of the ThirdWorld 
in economic: areas: priceS', transportation, technology, 
sometimes direct rultivation. or management... All of 
this, or almost all of it, is still often ill the hands 
of western companies. This allows for profitable trans 
fers of capital, which ends by surpassing, fornumerous
countries, . the annual amount of aid. 

All this' one risks covering upi.f one . stays in ignor
ance or has no interest in the matter, or is locked up 
within the prison of one's daily concerns. 

Tlie Struggle That'Is Going On 

One. can be baffled or shocked if one limits one's con

siderations only to the events in. the oil sector in 1973. 

Maybe these wor~s sound too ,strong, but that is surely the 

ton~of a cert~~~ .numb~r ofofPicial . declarations of eco

no~l.c and, pohheal leaders' of the industrialized coun

trl.es,.,whl.ch speak of ,"~ggressionlf, of blackmail, of abuse 
of one·s dominant posl.tJ.on, of a desire :to strangle the in
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dustrial economies, etc •. ' This takes. on qUite a diP£er- . 
ent !}leaning when one comparesit With the official declar~, 
tionS and decisions of the principal. leaders of the 
Third World countries, yhich reflect the evolution of the 
poor countries since the last war: 

. - the Bandung Conference, and' the long and painfur 
current of decolonization 
the continual repeating of the demand for a more 
just system of international trade, both on ~he bi
lateral level, the regional (e.g., European Econ
omic Community and the African countries) and world 
levels (the United Nations Conferences on trade and 
development, etc.) , , 
the string of collective demands, after the first 
successeS of OPEP, exPressed at the international 
level in the last Assembly of the United Natio~ 
(April, 197.4). But how many have read .the discourse 
of President Boumedienne? 

Whatever fo~, the demands 'have taken, we must try to 
see in exactly what they consist: 

- a defense of "buying power", that is, an increase in val
ue' after the long period of deteriorating buying power, 
compensation for the effects of inflation in the west, 
compensation for the recent devaluations of the dollar. 

the organizing of solidarity wi thin the Third World as 
a whole, that is, the refusal to separate the problem 
of oil, for the moment of, strategic importance for the 
west, from the rest of the raw materials, IlToclaimed 
particularly at Dakar. The refusal to separate the sit
uation of the poorest countries from that of the produc
er countries. 

the transformation of international relations and in par... 
ticular finding again the means t'o control the produc;'" 
tion of raw materials and their value, that is to say: 
- effective participation'in the'reform of the inter

national monetary system 
- participation'in the mechanisms that :govern the fixing 

of prices in place of leaving them in the hands of the 
speculators of the London Metal' Exchange or elsewhere, 
in function mlely of the needs of the, iru;tus:t;rial econo
mies and of the multinational firmS . 

- assuming control of natural resources, if necessary by 
liationalization(with indemnification) 

- control of investmen:ts so as to orient them in tunction 
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of the development objectives of the count~, andnot 
of the needs of the west. 

Now, the reaction of the indUstrialized countries has 
not, on the whole, been ve~understanding. While it has 
not been unanimous., nor always negative, it has been too 
often marked by: 

-refusal, putting obstacles in the way, slowing down the 
process; the industrialized countries have too. often giy 
en the impression of yielding only to force or constraint • 

... 	 "recovering" what was lost in the same way the neo-co! 
onialism has often replaced classic'colonization. 

"deafness", "declarations of good intentions,", which 
one sees multiplied,.as at the last United Nations CEO 
session(March 1975) without anything more concrete re 
sulting.than 3 more meetings. 

It was not to defensiveness or aggressiveness that the POpe 
several times in 1"4 called the privileged countries, but 
to "openness", to 'honest negotiation, . eve.n to "conversion", 
that is to say, to a reconsideration of certain situations 
and to the working out together of a new world order•. 

~. of Economy and Society 

It is evident that if the confrontation. is. so fierCe, 
it is because one is aware that it calls in question not 
only the relations between industrialized countries and 
poor coUntries, but also a certain type of economy and 'a 
certain tYPe of society. 

A type.ofinternational relations, that is, that there is 
need to modify: 
- the present international division of labor between 

producing and Consuming countries wi. tho regard to raw 
materials. This explains why it would be helpful to 
loresee the . changes this would involve in the eco
nomic and social aspects of the matter. 
the present. relation of domination,' replacing it by 
ties of cooperation . 

- the present conception of development in which the, 
poor countries are to be '''pulled- along" by the rich na

,tions, to one. using a doint'strategy based'on coopera
tion, seeing that the.former has pretty much complete
ly failed, and inevitably so. 
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- A type of production and consumption. It' is clear that. the 
system of production based on the intensiveconsumption 
of raw materials and of energy, along with th~style .of 
living that this implies, cannot last without undergoing 
profound changes. We are invited to a ,vast and imagina
tive effort. :Blueprints exist of what the result of such 
changes might be. Do we have ouI\s? 

-Economic" am social system. We believe that, if we' are 
to be entirely sincere, we must go 'further and have ace! 
tain, scepticism about these good intentions. One musti!!, 
quire then too as to what social forces are organ~z~ng 
this chanqe and wi 11 make it come ,into eFfect. A recent 
declaration of the French Section of the Pontifical Co~
mission of Justice and peace goes so far as 1;0 ask wheth-, 
er, in this regard, one can have confidence 'in an econom
ic and social system which, on the one hand, was, in great 
part at the origin of the injustices described above and, 
on the other, "one doesn't see how it will be able to re
solve the problems involved". 

CONCLUSIOlf 

This series of articles did not aim at giving informa
tion,nor at, furnishing solutions. Neither did they pretend' 
to be, either "objective" or exhaustive. No. Rather our aim 
was simply to recall several, points that to us appear'basic: 

- There are a certain, number of problems that we ,do not 
have the right to ignore. One can no longer close one's 
eyes to them under pain of being an accomplice in the evil. 

Neither have we the right to hiq behind the argument that 
all these problems are far too IttechnicaP'.' Are not we 
capable of the same effort that we have made on the theo
logical or professional ~eve17 EXperts exist and one: ell.n 
question them in'! a precise fashion. 

- We have, the duty to go beyond the appearances in order to 
grasp the real causes, beyond accep ted ideas and evidence, 
even if that calls in question some of the things VIe have 
felt certain about.We have the duty to act in'~uth. These, 
arti!=les had as their goal to present what might perhaps 
be a method of doing,this'.But they also represent an aE. 
proach that has actually been taken. ' 
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REPORT FROM USA 


Participation and Program. Of the 575 persons(from80.Cott1;m!! 
nities) who took partin the biennial convention of the Nat 
iona1 C10 Federation of the USA on the University of Massa= 
chusetts campus, about 200 were yputh aged .16-25,' and 40 
were children(baby-sitting was provided).About20 of the to 
tal ware from Canada. The style was simple: lodging was in 
student dormitories and a.hunger meal was part of the pro
gram. The theme, drawn from .the Spiritualli!xercises, was 
our C10 vocation: 

- the'callto be 
- the call to be at peace (reconciliation) 
- the"call to the Church 
... the call to' enter into the mystery of Christ 
- the call to be liberators in the world. 

The theme was explored in small faith-communities, which al 
sO offered guided.experiencee in personal prayer. Workshop 
topics included women in the Church, liberation, ministry. 

Awards. The development of Peoples Award (for efforts for 
justice and liberation) went to Bett7Leone, and ·the C1O' 

" Service Award(for outstanding efforts in developingC1O) to 
. Dr. Raymond and Doroty Zamuito. For both award presenta
tions, the entire families took part, since it was felt all 
of them had helped make possible the activity involVed; 

Decisions made by the Federation: 

1} The National Council will be smaller in size. 

2)Withim the country, 7 regions were· established, each 


with. an elected representative on the Council. These re~ 
ions will assume a certain responsibility for the life 
and growth of C10 within their areas. 

3 ) Each Community will repo:r:t periodically on ,hOW wen it is 
implementing the General Principles in its ]fe and work. 

Formation. J'ustbefore the Convention, 35 persons took part 
. ina 16 - day Formation. Course led ,by an international team 
and closely patterned on .the Rome '73 Course. The Federa
tion's Formation Commission now is planning a wider forma
tion effort, in,wnichC1O training programs spreadov.er 3 
weekends .will be offered in v~ious regions • 
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CLC FORMATION IN A RURAL AREA 

by Hermie ESPERO 

In her artiele "The Goal of, our Formati6ntl Hildegard 
Ehrtmann wrote: " ... perhaps we share too ,the painful ina
bility to demonstrate or describe to ,others how much it 
has been worth all:i.t cost to take the plunge", When I 
read Jose's letter reque'sting me to write an 'article on 
Formation desoribing my uural involvement and e~perience. 
I felt wholehearted agreement with Hildegard. It took me a 
long period of reflection and several painful attempts to 
put into words tlmy ,experience' in formation". In reading the 
various articles already published, in PROGRESSIO, I could 
only admire and envy the competence of the writers and 
ther ability to express themselves 'accurately and 'vividly. 

I finally buckled down to writing this article on my 
birthday. This is significant for me because it g~ve me an 
opportunity to recall my life history and how CLC changed 
the course of my existence - my temperament. outlook. and 
style of life. ,The basic and', crucial, change happened when 
I experienced the Spiritual Exercices for the first time 
five months before ,the Fil.pino declaration of :naterial law. 
The intense process of the Exercices created a new' man 
within me. The reality of the emptiness of my past'life, 
despitemy over-active involvement in different movements 
that claimed to serve the people, was critically q,ues
tioned during that intense encounter with the true liber
ating,Lord. I experienced the initial ordering of the com
plexities of my life into a life-process' of'struggle for 
liberation. My outlook in life began to be directed from 
myself towards others. The growing awareness of the miser
able plight of our people and the 9Ppression of the poor 
made me restless and discontented and desirous of a more 
meaningful life. The gradual und'erstanding of, the values 
acce'Pted by contemporary man and ,society thus moved me to
wards the choice of a commitment and responsibility on 
behalf of our people and of the Church in the struggle 
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for liberation. 

I then decided to work in Bukidnon, a rugged moun
tain province in Mindanao. At first, I did not have a 
team to work with inljlyefforts to promote the CLC. All I 
had was the assurance of support from other fellow CLe 
promoters with whom I share being a "community in dis
persion". As far as my continuing personal formation was 
concerned I felt that much depended on ~y own initiati

've resourcefulness and perseverance, and of course on 
Someone whom I trusted was leading me'. 

In the fi:r's,t parish where I was invited to introduce 
the CLe, I established contact with a group of parishion
ers who w~re already working as.a team even before the 
coming of CLC, AS, an initial step on my part. I saw the 
need first to integrate myself with them in: the context 
of their own culture and day - to -day life situations. I 
tried to be just one of them in order'to get a feel of 
their temperamen:t their aspirations, their c9nsciousness. 
and even their 

t
conflicts. For six months I did nothing 

but to try to be an active. and sensitive listener to them
to the events happening .to them in the, town, and in the 
parish to what the people said and 'most important, to 
their "silence" "':' to what they could not articulate. 

By the seventh mohth.. we had an ,evaluation meeting. 
The meeting brought to surface their expectation, their
discovery, and their demand. Their expectation of me was' 
that I was supposed to be a man with "technical know-how" 
who would directly ,and authoritatively' tell them what to 
do and what not to do ~lIlir discovery was the realization 
that their parish group was purely task or project-orient
ed; they were just· functionaries. Their demand was for a 
deeper and more person-oriented formation. 

We then decided to have a seminar which helped them 
towards a deeper awareness of themselves. They realized 
thlll,t they want to develop into better persons, and tof'orm 
not just. afunctional .group but an apostolic cOlIlJIlunity. 
They felt the .need for a deeper spiritual formation that 
would help them. integrate the Gospel not just in ,their so
cial apostolate . but in every aspect of their lives. As a 
follow~~p to this seminar, they plunged into a long pain~ 
ful period of building, their community. However, they got 
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stuck in the process. There was a "missing link" in the 
formation - no competent and convinced ecclesiastical as
sist~t who could integrate himself with the life of the 
group. The problem disturbed the harmony of ,the group: 
A fraction of the original group of eight persons went on 
to resolve the conflict with the priest who was assisting 
them. But the difficult experience of the others becl:l.ille a 
positive help in their formation when they reaJ;ized their 
great responsibility as an apostolic cOminunityin: generaL 
Somehow the group was helped by the visit of three CLCmem 
bers from Zamboanga del Sur, another province in Mindana07 
At that time and even up to the present. it was a critical 
area, always being threatened by armed clashes between the 
"rebels" and governement 'forces. But the three CLC women 
took the risk involved in traveling through the. area just' 
to be with the group in Bukidnon. This visithel!ped them 
all to realize even'more'deeply what it means to be "men 
for others" and to live. out this commitmerit in the spirit 
of the Exercices. 

Another experien'ce of what I could call "situatiohal 
forma..tion" happened in another parish in the boundary of 
the Muslim province o·f Lanao del Sur. The parish priest of 
the area invi:t,ed me} after my tenth months in Bukidnon, to 
explore possibilities of forming a CLC there. He asked me 
to help in the formation of a parish community with the 
use of CLC approach. Here'I saw a great potential because 
here was a priest who was convinced 'of the CLC and there 
were people who were longing for authentic participation 
in parish life. I knew that formation woUld start from the 
basic needs of the people and within an atmosphere of fre~ 
dom and partnership between the parish priest and the peoE 
Ie. 

It was only five months ago that I started working in 
this parish. And yet much h~s already happened to the peo
ple and even to myself by way of deepening formation. My 
work of CLC promotion has not been confined to this parish. 
Working as a team; the parish priest" and'I offer our for
mation services to three other neighboring parishes. We 
have conducted several formation seminars and moreand more 
the neighbor parishes have begun to share and ~xchange re~ 
sources' in ordE;lr to help one another foster. this experien
ce of unity and community. 
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At .this point . I. cannot help but ask myself: What has 
happened to me withall these ups and downs informing 
Christian Life Communities? I have experienced what it 
means to be misunderstood and I have known desolati.on and 
loneliness iri working in remote mission areas.. Yet all in 
all, I would say that .all these have helped deepen my un
cl~rstanding of the goal of our formation. My different ex
periences have paved the way for a constant practice of 
'discernment -of listening to myself and to events in or
der to better dispose myself to the call of the Lord, what 
ever, whenever, whereever it may be. Practicaily. a; 
alone in my work in this area of the country. It would 
really be much better if there were two of us at last 
to constantly work as a team. However. it is a great sour
ce 9f enco~ragement and hope to believe that allover the 
world there are CLO friends who share the same struggJ,e 
of building up authentic OLOs, I know we are all united in 
the Lord . , 

Lastly, I would like to mention here my hope to see 
many of you in 1976. For the General assembly of the Wprld 
Federation. ·Perhaps then, we would be able to share more 
deeply and exhaustively our life and work in the Philippi
nEls. Until then, .forGod and the people with whom.we work 
let us all keep the faith••• 
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EVALUATION OF OUR ENCOUNTERS WITH THE LORD 


bY,!ilagdalena PA,LENCIA 

In the world in which we move. we meet up often with 
the technique of "evaluation". In all methods, at all lev
els, in every kind of work, in studies, etc., we see that 
man pauses, stops on his path and "evaluates". He looks to 
see if his work is being well done, if his studies are be
ing useful, if t~e means that he is using are proving apt 
for the end he is pursuing,if his response is satisfactory 
for the commitment he has made.He asks himself, in a word, 
whether the pro.cess that he is living is fulfilling the o£ 
jective he has s~t himself. 

Why this necessity of evaluating a process? 
For effectiveness: one can only speak of a plan be
ing effective if one verifies its execution. Now e
valu~tion allows us to notice whether our conduct 
has been appreciably modified during a process.Eval 
uation gathers together the evidence both of the 
good results as well as of the d·efieiencies of the 
process. 

- For utility: evaluation permits us to renew our ef
forts and to overcome our mistakes. It prods us to 
learn more and better during the process. It allows 
us to corrector to improve the procedures and ap
proachesemployed up till that moment. 

For "greater depth and a more total abandonment": 2
valuation leads us toward a continual .conversion to 
an openness to change in search of' lithe, better and 
the deeper'·. It lifts us up to a level of constant ef 
fort in the pursuit of our'commitment. 
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Evaluatipn fulfills the function of providing new fuel 
for the process by affording us information as to how well 
it is beihgrealized:it makes it possible for us to better 
proportion the means to the goal. 

Evaluation helps us be more aware of and more master 
of our acts. It confronts our experiences with a critical 
look that seeks above all a purification and a greater li.E. 

'erty in our carrying out of them. 

But we do not forget that to assure that a process re 
sults in satsifactory and.erective achievements evaluation 

.' 	 has 'to be something permanent. It must be, :therefore, a OO!! 
tinuous and systematic procedure, consisting essehtiaJ,ly in 
determining by what means theobjectives are being achieved 

Evaluation. is applicable to ali dimensions of life and 
by consequence also to our encounters with the Lord, espe.£ 
iaIlr :to those very personal encounters that are our prayer.. 

In the Exercises process, St. Ignatius l.nvites us to 
examine, recommends to us to evaluate constantly, this ac
tivity. He asks 'us to pause on our 'journey and, "after an 
exercise is finished, I will consider. for the space of a 
quarter of an hour, either sitting or walking, how I suc
ceeded in the meditation or contemplation. If poorly, I 
will seek the cause of the failure; and .after I have found' 
it, I willbe sorry, so that! may do better in the future. 
If I have succeeded, I will give thanks to God 'our Lord, 
and the next time try to follow the same metllod. "These 
words speak of .the evaluation of our prayer within the Ex
ercises themselves; and so for applying this to our daily 
life a certain flexibility is necessary•.But without doubt 
we 'should evaluate in this way our encounters with God in 
order to carry them out better. 

It must be stressed .that evaluation is done in order 
to determine by' what means we are attaining the objec~ives 
As a result', it is very important not to lose sight of the 
fact that sach contemplation and e~ch meditation are(with
in the Ex.ercises, as well as in our ordinary life) means 
towards a goal" and so the evaluation., the examination of 
each of these steps, must be. in reference to its part with 
in the overall objective; . 
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The JSpiritlialExercises are not lessons about'prayer, 
but the pedagogy of prayer. They suppose that one submits 
himself to the necessity'of praying. Once an exeroise in 
prayer has beehdone,'they place us before the evidence·of 
our personal reaction in it. 

Prayer is not: a discourse with ourselves about,arelitI 
ious theme; it is the mobilization of (mer.s.entire bei~. 
(that 'is,of man.in all his dimensJ.ons ~. spiri~ual,:physi
cal, psychic," social, cultural, political.·••·) , to receive 
the gifts of .God.It supposes then" a profound un:i,tyof ,~ 
ing and a ,harmony and integration of the external condit- . 
ions of: life . 

What is needed here is not tire spinning o,Jit of ideas 
or the experiencing of feelings but fidelity to prayer. rn 
reality it is a, way of making an,obj~ctive judginen:t,about 
oneself, 'and oIl-edoes notjudgeolleself from the outside 
but from the cO,rlcrete experience one has had. At the end 
of some . days.. .one may be able to discover a, certain lik
ing for prayer and one may notice' the fruit tha~ one ob
tains from it. And if i tseems to us that we receive ·noth"'" 
ing from it, we ought to search out the reason why. 

In addition, if we make ,the decision to pray and to' 
put up with the apparent emptiness that.it sometimes, 
brings, then weare obliged to lO,ok· attnings on a' new 
pla:ne. We come ,with "the problems of my ,life"and with "my 
personal 'difficulties", we always feel· tempted to try to 
resolve them on our own ground, reflecting on them, per
haps ask:lng some advice. In prayer, as in the Exercises, 
we leave aside for the moment what most preoccupies us, 
not because wea.re indifferent to it . or from a desire to 
evade it, but from the certa.inty that prayer, by'purifying 
and 'illUll)inating our heart, will give us ,a hj,gher point of 
'view from which we can more. easily. judge things and sense 
toward which side the Lord iUclines us. We do not l'ook for 
light from ourselves, but from the operat'ion of ,the Lord 
within us'•. We live a true "experience"" in whjch we must 
.take account ,of what we a1'e, of the nieaElure of ' grace God 
gives us and. of what is the sigtl of His Will. We no longer 
conductourselves according to. ourownna.turalp'rinciples, 
it is "Another" who leads 'us and·to whom'we submit. For 
our commitment, although it in~ludes many other commit
ments, is at bottom a commitmen·t to . the Lord. 
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Convinoedofthe neoessity Of prayer, we need to take not
ioe ofou!' reaotions in it. Starti,ng from there, a direo
tion that is truly "spiritual" is possible. We do not ask 
the spiritual guide or direotor what we shouJd do, ,. it is 
we ourselve who see it, and, having seen it, who must seek 
it. The role of the guide is to teaohus. to interpret all 
the different movements that we feel in prayer and how 
they oanindioate for us the will of God.' Spiritual guid
anoe is then a work of disoernment and of formation in do
oilityto the Holy Spirit within the, oontext of a. freedom 
whioh seeks to open itself to graoe in an atmosphere of mu 
tual trust, as well as ot oonfidence in God, seoUre that 
God takes us as we are and asks only that 'we try. 

The hope is not that we, by ourselves, will attain r~ 
suIts, and still less the results that we look for. What 
it supposes on our part is this: an attempt. The ,outcome 
must be expected from God. If not we run the risk of becom 
ingimpatient, weary, frustrated. It is necessary there: 
fore that we renew ourselve,s constan~Yin' the ,gift of self 
to God, for it is through this gift that we come to be men 
and women who are liberators and ready to work for a true 
liberation of others. 

We cannot speak of a method of evaluation to be used 
generally, because the important thing is that eacij one 
finds the way that is more effective for him and, in place, 
of enclos,ing himself within a preconceived outer form, 
finds for himself the road that leads to his own achieve
ment and liberation, and that continually fits him to 
choose the means that help him approach ever more his goal.~ 

One needs to know how to combat distractions, which 
will not be lacking: not brusquely, but quietly objectify
ing them and placing them before 'the Lord so as to again 
make contact with his presence. Making of an obstacle an 
aid. 

Often we examine rather the difficulties and problems 
that we bring rather than our attitude in,prayer, and its 
quality. What counts is to change the level or the view
point, and it is prayer that effects this change. It is 
question then in. the first place of the prayer itself, l:jlld 
what we should ask' ,ourselves is riot wh'ether it was without 
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f~lt6 but "how it wel+t", "how t conduc'ted myself". One 
makes hea4way' by facing, the difficulties and seeing how I 
reacted to them. 

In reviewing how the, exercise went, we ,do it not to 
discourage ourselyes, but to learn by experience.' It is ex 
pe~ience ,that will improve ourpraye-r. 

What is important , in this examination 'is that each 
one discover the way in which the Lprd gives himself'to 
that person,' and the response he.m~es in love. 

* it 

* 
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When'he humbled himself 
to come among us 

as a man, 


he fulfilled the plan 


you formed long ago 


and opened for us the way to salvation 

Now we watch for that day, 

hoping the salvation promised us 

will be. ours 

when Christ our Lord 


will come e,gain 


in his glory. 


Preface of "Advent 




