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THE PEDAQ-OGY OF, THE FIRST WEEK 

by ,R. HAUGHtAN' So J.. 

,The retreatant who begins the First Wee~ of the ~ 
ercises has prepared himself for ,this experience by prayer 
and reflection on the global vision of faith, as operative 
in all the dimensiOns, of his own life. He'hS.sbeen, toucned 
personally by the God of life and love,. :Chis vision must 
now, in the' First· Week, be coni'rontedwith the reality and 
history6fevil in all its forms, physical', moral, personal. 
and universal. Only when evil is integrated into. the retreat 

'ant's ,faith.experience can his life reveal, in 'freedom and 
hope, the continuing presence of. Christ 's salvific love in 
the world; only 'when he experiences himself as a sinner who 
has a Savior can he respond to Christ t s apostoliC invi t':'" 
ation. 

How does Ignatius propose that this goal of the First 
Weekbe effectively achieved? What is the inner movement of 
this Week? Practically, how should a re'treatant do the Ex-, 
ercises of this Week? We will consider these'qu.estions, 
briefly, in this article. 

In the light of the faith vision already deepened, 
Ignatius proposes as th~ object of meditation and reflect­
ion, two Exercises onimiversal and personal Sin, Repetit­

. {ens of these Exercises, and finally , an Exercise on hell, 
tb.eti.ltima.te expression Of the meaning of sin. E8.ch Exercise, 
in turn , is divided into a. prayer, , preludes ,points and 
colloquy. It is important that we not allow the, divisions, 
and structure of the text, which are meant' as aids, to 
prevent us from grasping the underlying movement and con­
text that unify these meditations. This unity is expressed; 
'most clearly, in the second preludes (the' graces to,be 
sought) and in the colloqu.ies. 

Throughou~ this Week IgD.atius asks the retreatant to 
pray 

....for shame and confUSion, because I see how IllallY have 
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onaccount 6f'& single mOl'taJ. .sill, and. how 
many'tl111esI·b&v'e.deservedet$rnaJ. damnat16n,becaus.aof· 
the' rDany gr;ieyous . sins that I havec'ollirllitted (n.48) ••• 
for a,gl'owingand intense sorrow and tearst'ormy sins', 

. (n.55). 

He directs the retreatant to the foot of the cross to'con­
templa.te and. address Christ.' his Savior, .who 

••• though He .is the Creator, . 'He has stooped to beoome 
man,- and to pass' from ete:rnallife to diJath here in 
time, that thu$ He might die for··-our sins.,' (n.53) .. 

'The cross is the living sign both of the terrible 
resHtyof sin and of -the unfathomable' depth pf God·slove 
and. :t'orgj,veness. At 'the point where sin and lOVe intersect 

. is Christ who has taken uponhimselfthel).istory of .evil and 
transformed i tinto the promise 0'1 mercy and salvation. At 
the'foot of the cross theretreatant exper;j.en.Qeshis own 
pe+,sonal complicity . in .the drama. .·of sin. He'is:.n.Qt. un-· 

.. touched byuniverseJ. smand 1tsdestruQtive. oonsequences , 
for he hap the same. evil tendencies as other men.. By 11i8 
own personal sins he has contribUted to the en.slavtiige:ff'ects 
of evil on man and creation. He has . crucified. .his .Cr.eator 

.become man.'Now,despite.th:1s, he exileriencesChrlst .ashis 
peI'j3onal Savior and as Savior of the whole of crea.tion. 
Flow great is th!3 goo<hless and mercy.:of God!-who'continues .' 
toaffer hisfor~veness, who . has prevented' him by M,s 
grace from falling into theworstconsequen.ces·of his sin... 
ful inclinations. He extolls lithe :mercy 'of God our Lord,.", 
giving thanks' to Him that up ·to this. very moment He has 
granted me li'fei'.(n.Gl) Strengthened by-this experience 
of love and forgiven.ess,the 1:-etreatant d~sires topray 

• '+,01' the grace of ame~dment (n. 61) and for adeep!!!r know- ' 
ledge 0'1 his sins and the sins of the world (no 63), 

T'heFirst E,x:ercise concerns the univerealbj,s.toryof 
Igll!a,tius refers to1;hree ixiI.portlJ!,nt moments in ,the . 

long, c~ntinuous history of evil, ~troduQed illt.o .creation 
by~ the 'fil'St,freef> spir1tual bei1lgs (!;lin of the qell!l), 
continued by man throughout human history ( sin of' Adam and ' 

'Eve), ,and. presen.ttoday .withaU 0'1 its: force and tragic 
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poas~bilities (sinof'a contemporary. 'man) • Tl).e history of 
sin with ita, dl.sS$troUs consequences - Siamess, suffering; 
death - has been universal, affectirig. every person born 
into the ,world and.constrain.iriga.ll of create'd beirig in 
its movement towards the God of life and love. The retreat 
ant, through hie own Sinfulness , participates and' contr:i.'b: . 
utes to 'this evil. The retreatant can turn to different 
sources in order to actualize for himself this universal 
history: he can tUrn. toaelected passages from the Bible, 
e.g. the history of Israel, the Prophets, or the'life of 

,Christ, notihg in all of these rev$aled texts the progress. 
ive overcoming of evil by God's salvific actions; he could .' 
review significant stages in man' s hist~ry, a hiatoryof 
hostility.,war and death paralleled by man'.s constant desire, 

. for love and peace; or,finally, he. could look at man today 
in the type of, w!'rld he has created, frustrated'inhis ef­

, forts for peace by the structures. of alienation he· has in­
stitutionalized. 

The Second Exercise direct~ the attention of the re­
treatant from the universal to his personaJ. history' of 
participation in evi,l. He weighs the ,ma.J.ice of his sins by 
comParing himself with the history of man, the angels and. 
sailtts, creation, and God himself·. [The second point (no 
57) is amplified in points three, four and fiveJ. In this 
Exercis,e he .integrates his own history within the salvifio. . 
context of ,the universal vision of faith. As his sense,of 
themaiice of his sinS deepens, so does his wonder at th~ 
mercy and'love of'Godwh<? continues to supporthim~, 

In his introduction to the ExerciSEiS Ignatius states, 
\that 

.•••it is not much knowledg~ that fills and.satisfies 

the soul, put,the intima'Pe,undera,;t;El:1ld1ng' and reli:eh' 

of the truth.{n. 2). . 


, The movement' of the Exercises, under the.guidance of 
the Spirit,is.not gaged by new idea.s or intellectual syn­

.thesis, but. by a deepening personalization of therevea.J.e.d' 
truth. Ignatius f IfRepeti tions'. {n.62)aremeant. to facil1! 
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thisin.teriorizatiol)...uter~edi:tat:Lng.on th~ first 
Exeroia~s. )separately, . the retreatemtnowrepea1;s the 

First and Second Exarc.isea ·together, ;1 •••dwellingupon 
tMse po1nts<in which wehav,e eX.perlencedgreater C9tlsolat 
ion ordesolationor.gx.eaterspiritual.appreoiation" ''(n:­
62) • Touched.sensiblY· by the personal movements of the 
Spirit,.th~ retreatant lingers at those poirltsof contaot, 
relishing them,movin:g ever lllore intimately into tbe mystery.· 
of God's redemptive'love whereinbis"Bubjective" situation 
becomes . integrated with the nob.jective ll content ,of the 
revealed,word~ 

The Fifth and last Exercise Ignatius proposea is a 
meditation onheli. Hell .is .the final statement of what 

. Sin is - a state of total isolatiOn and self-reorimination; 
it is the' culmination point· of the Whole 'hiatoryof evil. 
And if it is true, as the retreatant has a:J,.ready experien.:.. 
ced, that ou,rGod . is a God of life and love, that Christ 
has. saved man from his sins, it is also true that man, as 
a free , spiritual being, is. still capable ·of rejecting the 
Father's love and forgiveness. The history of evil will 
always be in our lives. At times, when. our'sense of God's 
love' has grown c'old, •only the fear of llell -the fear of· 
our own inclination to .sin -cankeep, us. from turning away 
from God (n. 65) •. The,retreatant senses his deep poverty 
and the fragility ofhis.lovs; he gives thanks to God who 
has protected him from the Ul.timate consequences of h:is s~: 
fulness{n. 71) .. ' Ignatius suggests certa,inbiblioal imagery 
inpresenting this meditation. If these imagea help they 
should be used.. Ifnot,other images taken from the Bible 
or from the retreat.ant'soWnexperience. or reading should 
be used , to hel,.p him aotualize the meaning and possibility 
of, hell in h,is own life. 

At the end of this First Week theretrea.tant," with 
a more lively sense of man's. rad:ica1 poverty, individually 
and collectively, transfox:med.by.hisexperienceof Christ' 
a saving presence" is dXaW'n to respond genero\lSly to 
Cllrist' scall. He 1.s abl~' to say'withIsaiah, . 

£) ­
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Woe is me! ·I am lost, 
for I am-a man of unclean lips 
and I dweilamo~g' a people of uncl~an < lips.; 

yet. with t.hese eyes I have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts •. 

Then one of the seraphim. flew to me.oarriing·ill.his.hand a 
glowing coal which he had taken from the &ltar with a pli;ir 

. ot' toi1gs~ Retouohed ~ mouth with it and said, 

. 58.e, this has touched your lips; 
• 	your iniquity is removed, . 


and your sin is wiped away' • 


. Then I heard. thE! Lord saying, Whom shall I send? . Who. will 
go :for me? ~d I. answered, Here Ml Ii' send llie. 

(Is8.1ah 6:5-8) 



· ", _".d· 

.'. THE .CATHOLIC .... dHAI:USMATIC .HEN1$WAL' 

by F~cis A. SULLIVAN s. j • 

The author,· an American J isa. l(rofessor of'dog­
matiotheology at Gre'gorian U:I:l:iY$rsity . ili Rome," 
Mill been .aot;i.ve.i1l :ths Charismatio Renewal for 
several years, and. h~s aoted as consultan.t to 
Churchauthorities 011 the subjeethe:wr1tes on. 

,Editor's Note) 
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It is, not without reai!on that som~f of the 
booksdescribin&, the movement whiQh now prefers to be cti~ 
led "charismat1c"bore 8uch,titles as Catholic pent;ecostals 
(x. and D.. Ranaghan) 'and a:'he Pentecostal lYlovement in the 

, Catholi.c Church (E.D. O'COl1nOr). Indeed, .one cannot :fUlly 
understand this ,iChartsmatic Rene'wal" unless one sees it 
against the' background Qf thewtder Pentecostal Movem.ent, of 
which it is undoubt.edlt the Catholic- manifestation. I shall 
begin,theref'ore,byd4,stinguishtng three farmao:! Pentecost 
alism.· . , '. ­

The term "classical Pentecostalism"is 'used to describe 
the original type, as :found in such Christian communities 
as the Assemblies of God; This is ,a form of fundamentalist" 
revivaltst,evangelical Protestantism,which had its originS 
in the United states at the very beginning of this century.' 
It is an offshoot of "Holiness" religion, which in its turn 
evolved from the Americanvartety of ,Methodism. Believing, 
with other Evangelicals , in the' necessi.ty of' an adult ex­
pe;rien'Ce of conversion and adult Baptism, Pentecostals :further 
believe that there 'is a "second bleSSing" to be received 
subsequent to the initial "salvationexperienceu : a blessing 
for which One must prepare oneself and strive earnestly·in . 

. prayer, namely one's personal ilpen.tecost",. or "baptism i.n 

the Holy Spiritil. The most distinctive feature, of Pentecost 


.' als' faith is the. t a genuine' "baptism in the Holy Spirit ii 

.will always be marked by the same gift which the disoiples 

reoeived on the first pentecost: the "speaking with other 
tongues as the Spirit gives utt~rance" (Acts 2:4). 

The term "Neo-Pentecostalism".isuswUly applied tethe 
Pentecostal Movement which has occurred Witllin the older 
Protestant Chur,ches. Since abOut tlle year 1956, groups of 
Episcbpalians ,Lutherans, presbyterians and. other Protest­
ants.a:l.on.6 with some of their p~stors,~ve. become "pente,cos.,! 
alII without leaving their' own Churches or joinillg any of 
the Pentecostal Churches • Many sU,cll Protestants now prefer 
to speak of themselves as l.11.volved in. "Chf.!,rismatic Renewal" 

.rather than ina "Pentec,ostal Mov~ment". 

In 1967 the reading Of pentecostiU. ;U.terature led four 
CathOlic lay faculty members . atrDuquesne TJniversl.'j;y in 
Pittsburgh to seek out a group;t~o of them asked that they 
might be prayed for and have hands laid on them by the mem!!, 
era· of. the group; when this was done they had the typical 
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pent~cQsta.1experiene~' a.nd]j,~~a.ntQ,speakint~ea.These 
twO'thal. organizeda.,Ca"tlIolic .pr~yer:;"group. at .' thEfuniversity;, 
from . there the.movement spree.(fwith great re.pidity:,'.f~rst 
ihthe UnitedSte.tes,and then thro:llghoutthewi:\rl'd. Les.s 
than ten yearslatEilr, the First . Internati.en'a.1 \Coni'erer+ce .·of 
the Catholic Charismatic ltenewe.l,heJ:.d:in Rome at Pentecost, 
1975,brought together 20,600 participants:in<tb.:LsMovement, 
representi~ over sixtY" nations. Because of a quota system 
employ"ad, less than hali' of thes.epartidipants were',from 
the uni!led states; previousannual'd.onferenceshe2d at the 
Univers1ty of N¢tre' Dame . have been attended by" as many as 
30,000 people. The total nUlllber of Catholics actively in­
volved in this movement haS been estimated to be as high 

'as 750,000., 

The dii:jt;inotiVe Ifsp.ir:ttu.alityllofthe Catho)"ioCharismatic 
Renewal 

. While Catholios .involve'ti:in this. renewal Qo objectively 
owe muoh(whether they are aware of it ornot) to Pentecost~ 
alism,they' certainly do not espouse the. Pentecostal beliefs 
that salvation 'Can be had only by an adUlt experience of 
conversion to Christ, that Bap.tism has meaning only as a 
public profession of such a conversion, 'or that Prior to 
the pentecostal experience of· "baptism in the Holy" Spirit" 
a Christ:i.an has not .' yet I:'eceivexi the gift of the Holy 

,spirit "inperson". 1fl}tatthese Catholics do aocept,baSical 
ly, is the validity of the experience whi.oh they call 
"being· baptized in the Holy Spiritil ~. I thinkit would be 
correct to say that in most cases their conviction of" its 
validity is. bas'ed primarily' on their experience of' the 
changes which ha'Vetaken place in :the livee of othere,as a 
result of having been IIbaptized in the' Sp.iritIl. While these 
changes will vary from person to person, there is a common 
patte.rnthat involves a new,awarenessot' the. reality of the' 
Holy Spirit and of His presence . a.nd .. effecti'VewoI'king in 
one I s own life. Test:imOi1:iI~s' ofthoae whohl;lve had this 
experience almost alwaye speak of ite resulting in a-new 
sense of ,the nearneas of GOd, a new relish in prafer and 
reading Soripture~ a new 'readiness to bear Christian wit­
ness, anew ability to meet demands of Chris.tianlifetha:t 
previously one had found hard or impossible. ,The ~ c0mlIl0n 
fa.ctor in all ,these" changes is perhaps .best des.cribed as .a, 
new power which the person knows. he did not have 'l;)efore, . 
'and which 

',-

he cauonly" explain as the work 
-".--
of the 

--.
Holy Spir­". - -- ­
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it.tn many cases this~ewpower will al.so manifest itself 
in some kind of charismaticgift"most often in the ability 
to "prayintongue$". 

Catholics,s?cperiencing"and witnessing in others, the 
results thatfQ]1ow ~ fI:'om being,' "baptize'd, 'in the, Holy, Spiti;j;!; 
are convin<led that this is a valid Christian experience 
in'l;o the' context of their Catholic;faitho They. dO n'ot for 
a momentquestton that the RolySpirit is a.;J.ready given in 
the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation, or ,that He 
dwellsm everyone who is livinEt in the state of grace. But 
they believe tha1;; the Spirit, even though alreadY present', 
can become present to the same perSon ina decisively new, 

'way: that is, by making His presence, previously a matter 
of faith, now a matter 6fexperience; by,newmanifestations . 

,of Mis working in that person's life. It seems undeniable . 
,that such' a new presence of the Holy Spirit in ,a person I,S 

life would be a precioUS gift of grace. What Catholics i+l 
this renewal believe ,is that, in our' day, GO.d is in fact 
:granting such a 'gift to those who seek it in faith. Their 
interpretation ,of their "baptism in the Spirit" i,9 that it 
is the initial eXperience of such a new presence and work­
ing of the Spirit in their 1ives • Looking, as "they do, on 
the distinctive. pentecostal experience as the begimtiri~ of 
new presenc'e of the Spirit, they insist that the emphasis 
,should be put not on the il?-itial experience as' such, but 
rather on the new "life 'in the Spi,ri til tha'tshould follow 
upon it and that must be nourished and sustained if the 
,original experience is going to bear its fruit. AS means 
of ,nourishing this "life in ,the Spirit"· theY.ifractise 
such traditional Catholic me'thods as daily prayerand,medit 
ative reading pf the Scripture, and frequent participation 

, in the Eucharistic liturgy. ' , ' 

The role of the IIpra;rer commu;nity"' 

A distinctive feature of the Charismatic Renewal is 
the stress :which is laid on the importance ofthe:prayer 
oommuni ty or prayer...group in leading pe9ple int.o this ex­
perienoe of i'baptism in the Spiritil and in supp'orti,ug their 
new "life in the Spirit" that .follows upon it. A comm01aly, 
uS.ed method for helping new members to open themselves to 
a new presenoe of the Spirit in their lives is a seven­



, , ,,' ,ili~tructions"A{scuS~±OfiS, :>a,nd ,pz-iva.-lie' 
prayer,caliedthe "Life in theSp:i.:rit SeIilinarsn'.While,the 
structure is verydifferent,the aimo! thes~ ,"seminars" is 
very much the same as that of the Spiritual Exercises, of St. ' 
Ignat:i,us: to leadsonieone to a deep,personal conversion to 
Jesus Ghrist as his Lord,a;cceptingall the consequences of, 
His Lordship over ,one's life. How8ver,the Seminars stress, 
more directly than the Exercises do,the n~ed o:fa. transform 
ing gift of the Holy Spirit to accomplish'in,me the conver 
sian toot I have been unable to accomplish by myself. When 
the person sincerely wants such a conversion in his life, 
truly wants Jesus: to 'be the ,Lord in every detail of' his life,' 
then he should pray to the Lord,·Jesus, the one, whose pre­
rogative it, is to "baptize' in the Holy Spirit" ,for the gift 
of the Holy Spirit that \vill work ti:e. change in him that he 
has' found himsali' powerless tp work in himSelf. The personal 
witness of those leading theSell1inar, ,as well as of other 

,members of the prayer group, will strengthen the faith of 
those making the Seminar,as well as of other members o:f the 
Semina; tha.t Je,sus does answer such prayer,e~pecially when' 
it is made ill a communion of prayer with others. Hence, they' 

'will be encouraged,when they feel ready', to ask other memb­
ers of the group to p~ay with them, and to lay'their hands 
on theni,as an outward sign Of this c,ommunion of hearts and, 
minds in prayer. ' 

Likewise, thepraye~' group plays an important role:in 
supporting the "lif'e in the Spiritil of ,its members. Experien 
ce shows ,that perseverance in this new tlwalk with the Lord" 
will depend heavily on whole'-hearted,'participation in the 
:weeklyprayer' meeting of the 'group.' While the primary 
purpose ai, the meetings is simply to praise the Lord in pray.,.. 
er and witness to His grace, their second essentIal function 
is the upbuilding CJf the parti~ipa.nts',spiritual life. It is 
in these meetings that people learn lito 'employ foronean-­
other the charism that each has rElceived, as good stewards 

'of God's varied grace" (1 Peter 4:l0). 

The scriptural model 'for ,the prayer meeting is found 
in 1 Corinthians 14:26: "Wllaii' then,brethren? When you come 
together, each one has-a !).ymn" a lesson, a revelation, a 
tongue, ,or a.n,int~rpretation. Let,all things be done for 
e,dification." A 'charism, in the or,iginal ~Pauline sense, is 
a gift of grace that especially equips someone, for a p~-

[Continned on pag~27] 
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by 

fishermen.~Hesai.<i- to 
':~dfIYl1Ii!nakecy0l1'fisher!'J~f1net;l_." . TheYi 

a.iJ.<ione4,theirI}.etsand;' becue.His-f,ollowera .. It 

,,' .I.ams.Jlre.theaei,often~uoted.verses·; 
lij:~~erent:th6'i'ghts: thStJesUB ealJ.sUB ..... 

··!~~~fc~~e~Jo~;znii~~.·~~.'.·':~:W~l~ii:!:~. 
i.lig!itnevij.· tp:a:ij;"these Bimpie menfollowedw1 

~, i?il~,'SellSillg1~'l;hatthisMahWaa 1ncieedso. ver~:'d1ffeI'ell 

R&'deemer1rl;HOU'$tO'l'l ·.• Tekaa·'w:llich, has'inade,a,
-c::'" .;" ...:...... ,·'i""i. '.-. t ....... ,-­ .. :" .... , .' 'i" , . 
th,Ei)vay., 'Ia~~.t'<?a,cha:pos:tol±c ;a,nd evange;l~lstl,c .'.' 
nlty..Inturivi<;.It<l:Hke,totrytoshlireit. wHh . 
YQurpra;y~rfUi'go:naiqeratio,i.· .' ." . 

;..... ,Iddn' tkri()~-if;you've,.,everhad the p:r9b1em.'·.oi:;
:b' ..q01pi:ng~o'grip't(with,(tilovingthe' sinnez..,h~til).g~""H".,.",.L:'[P 
Ih~ve. ,Jus~by;looking 'ata . newspaper ( whiph"By 

.~ c8,ll;leadypu, to many' ;pi'af'eJ:'~ '.. ofpetition::, if you . 
,not:'onJ.Y;~fiJli,so#e '. ()finforinati.on)~r,~6:ft~ ..h~V'e 
~'hElart-ana-won4er:jl.1St· ~whQ . or, lm"we 'retol,Qve, 
'h9%J;ef3t:poi);tic~#A,: 'the :mafi~'inu.iderer, thecliil<ia·,buser~c~,' 

,simplY.,Je'~us¥s~~lie answer'., Bilt.· humans seldom se:c;ept.·. 
. siJM:IlY.·' . 

o :--.'.::;" - .-.: --:_ O~:- -0-:: ,':'" ., -". __." . <,' .­ ._> ' .. 
-:·,;_~he;problelil~I.:mentionedpres~rits ..'itselt,m.~ 
3;o~s~.>~~~gto:'tl·partywheI(e>;aliddeJ1t7> a lot(;)f-""'A'''~'''''''' 

·ge~t~~d~and.,.co~V'ersa't~oniSeW1ng d.()~Ji ..... 
'.\; I.get>upsE!t!\.How:'canthe·se;p~·()p;]'~\pE!have;j;hisway?·

f ,~otiighEi±-e?Cari'I bea Chr.isti~'Wl.tne~,e? ~bfa I.' ........ ''' .. 





':-""~"",:_u_ ,",'" ,t90ff,end ,being "preachy". 
want· the living,o:rotirl'ives to be _a 

.;. ", ,say,ing:, :"~COME:OU~a!ld-COME IN".,", 
',,;Qur.persons. alid not our w()rdsaremost important..' 

...~ettllem be~he 'diff~rence. : 
Makeu5 "tote;];rr Christians. 
~J;eadius. ,Youarer theCo.rner~tone,'. 
wecan;neve~:beat anybody by JQtning .them. 

,";Only ',by,. joining You. ' ' 
'This is what ,all. men are calledint6. - . 

'l'B.ke.llf1; in~,';rl.ora. 

:,Reprinted 'from 
publication' of U.s. 

'. ~', 

. * .* * * 

G.P .. 

~ - - . * *' " * 





TaE RAW MATERlALS CRISIS. 

To illustrate· the international dimension of our ra- . 
sponsil::lilities,let 'Q.snow take 'Up a final example: the c~is 
is of raw materials;. We havealreadyE:lpoken of the. famine 
in the Sahel region ',·of Africa, and tl1e ~gra.nJ:; wo:rkers 
to show that we cannot relfia.in indifferent and that 

·to go beyond the "social l1 aspects of problems. 

. EVerybody knows the facts. about this new problem fJlhe 
sharp rise in price of many.raw materials during the year 
'73-'74 and, in particular, of oil (petrol), which has' 
gone from'about $250 per gross ,ton- in January 1973 to a... 
round $700 per ton at the beginning of 1974. 

All _that appears to be something very distant 

our faith and yet., under, at least two a.spects, we 

fa.il to fee~ concerned from theoutaet : 


... the economic and social consequences of' this 
in all the consumer countries:. rapid inflation and the dif. 
ficulty. of maintaining buying power, especially for the 
underprivileged sectors of ' the population, recession ana. 
'rapid spre~d· of unemployment ,. Cie1:l:!iy in· replaci~ equip... 
ment, etc ••• 

tl1e bruta.l challenge to the present politica1. an.d­
economic structure of the world; the ·cri,sis'seemsto have 
playeda.powerful role in revealing the deficienQe:s' in 

. the economi~ world order ahd has.considerably strengthened, 
the camp' of thoSe who were 1 . in· whole or in part., contest... 
ing it: its system of production, the relations between .~ 

http:relfia.in


dUliltriaiizednations and the Third'Viorld, ,tile model 
growth envisioned,the stra.tegy of development', etc ••• 

. 
Tiucing , much the same appr.oMh as in the earlier ar-· 

tic1es, " . we will question ourselves in ..succession about: 

- the precise sitUation, 1;>y correcting a certain num­
of errors thatarera.ther widespread, especially in, 

industrialized, countries; , ' 

- what is really at stake in this "battle of raw mater 
is it a simple matter of' ~rketing on a planetary 

- ,the'questi.ons that ' one canriot fail tQ pose fQr .one­
self ,abQut the present "in.ternational eCQnQmic s.ysteml ', 

will appear tQ us as our B.llalysis,gQes foIi'vard. 

I - FIRST. ESTABLISHING THE FACTS 

The present wQrld situatiQn' is ~arely presented as a 
.tQtality and the information accepted in this area is of­
tan incomp'lete or inaccurate. Several basic PQ:4lts need to 
be clear. 

1) 	The ResPQnsibility Qf'~the Arabs" 
-~---------~----~---------------

Very often people nave accused the Arab countrie's of 
being the .ones maj.,nly responsible for the present .cr,isis 
by having brutally profited from' th,eir ,str.ongposition to 
raise unjustifiably the p:rice of their .oil. At times this 
has even degenerated'1D:toclearly racist attitudes,espec­
iallyin thecountri es that employ many North African wQrk 
ers. rn, thi,s dQmain,several basic truths mUst be restated: 

Oil, and the export of it, is far frQmbeing exclusive~' 
ly an Arab pre;sl(lrve. Among -the large exporters that are' 
nQt Arab,onecan cite,Iran, Venezuela,MexicQ,Iridonesia, 

. Nigeria. Evell O.PEP is' nQt an Arab organism, t.o the 
, degree that among its principal members figure Venexue­

.la, Nigeria and Iran. . 

It is true that it i.s ab.ove all. the Arab coimtries that 
haveknoma ,spectacular growth in their oil revenues, 
but 'to read's.ome sectiQns .of the press one would'imag­



, :irie that there were ~ngthel!l,none put the np.nnces of 
'blaok gold" with fabulous. incomes. and riding in gold. 
CadiJ,laoslCare.i$ taken not to' specify where. the :,blUk 
of tlie '!p~trQdo11:arst',ofthe 115 billion~ of income in' 
1974,go'ee·:' . 	 . 

ahQut 50 billfonn:ave finanoed what is t!s,sentially e­
qUir'ment and capital. goods"cllmingfr.om th~ .:i.ndustri-:­
alized oountries (whichhaV'e. risea .60% in "Costas com 
pared with 1973, 'when the cbst had already risen 50% 
over 1972) . 

.... 38 billion have, been invested, above all in the Ger­
man, Swiss,' American and English banks 

- 11 billion have Ilhelpedll the western economies: com­
mercial in'Vestlp.ents,loans to the International Mone­

. tary F;qnd, loans. to western central banks (Great Brit 
ain espeoially) . ­

- about 20 billion have been'directed toward the Third 
WOl:'ld, 1bldertlle :fOl'u!. ,of loans, gifts, and participa­
tion ina suppor1iing'f1md. 
Inadditi.onone shoUld not overlook the intense devel 
opment ·effortthat tb.edollaxshave made possible iii' 

. oertain countries like Algeria and Iran. 

c) 	Finally it is not only the Arab c011D,tries that havepro,f . 
ited frOm the raise in price of ravvmaterials, since ma 

~ . .... ny other products have had important price raises, and, ­
not only in the Third World. Are we aware.that in 1973 . 
the total inoreasein income from the eXport of raw ma­
terials by the ind.ustrialized economies (and in partic~ 
larbythe United States) was about three times .;reater­
than the increallie inirJ,c:ome f·or the oil-producing co:un­
tries? (1) 

II 	- THE PRICE RAISES 

Everyone is acquaint,ed '. with the figures about price 
raises'. But we mUst situate them withii:l their evolution' 
and w.ithin the totalpioture and not forget 

... the1ong~eriod of ~rice .deterioration .over about 20 
years, .which, the pres.ent raises in the price of raw mater,... 
iala haa sometimes not even :ma.naged to compensate for.' Oil 
has found 'again in 1973 the saae level relatively' as in 
1953, but that does not makeup for the net loss represen- . 

~) SOurce: CNUCED DOQ. OSGj52/4-4-1974 
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. . . 

te~'bythi.eI'backlo8' ot 20 years •. Ddwelo;lowtopthatop:E:P, 
was founded inl.9GO to defend the', oil-produciI;lg cou:n.trie~ 
against two successive cuts in priceOf,18% :l,mposedby the 
nOilCartel'1I in 1959 and in August of 19601 

- the irregularity and precariQusness of these prices. 
Still more than the llecrea,se in the value of payment re­
ceived,the countries' that produce 'raw materials suffer 
from the extreme irregu.larity of the market prices. More 
than an increase in their income, these countries demand 
seourity,'protection against theo~ges in the market. 
Already in 1974-1975, . the market price of many raw mater­
ials has clearl;r gone down. According to a recent repo~t 
of the International Monetary Fund, the basic products ex.... 
ported by the Third World have as '1:\ whole: . 

. - increased from 50 to 100% during the, second half of 
1972 

- increased from 50 to 200% during the year 1973 " 
- on the whole gone, down, sometimes as much as 50%, 

during the. year 1974 and this trend to decrease con..., , 
tinues (except for oil), linked w""th the recession 

,that is raging in the industrial countries and the 
consequent depleting of st~ The 36 African (·oaun-' 
tries tbataz:e not oil-producers have already al­
most completely lost again the 2.4 billion addition-., 
al dollars ga,ined earlier.. 

- the extreme .variations according to the products, 'The 
price drop is especially catastrophic in countries whose 
exports are not very diversified. It .is impossible 'to 
speak about the general market price of raw materials, we 
must follow them product by product and the income from 
exports country by country. 

III - THE RAW rlfATERIALS MARKET 

For-some the-whole trouble stems from the action of 
the union of oil-producing cquntries (OPEP) who havesuc­
ceeded in falsityingthe la,wa of the market. This neces­
sitates a vigorouS setting straight of 'matters. 

- It. forgets that since several decades the oartel of the 
"big.ones" - the 7 large western oil companies,mainlyAIlle.!: 
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1can andDutch-English...;.matle tne,market'lawa 
allyimpo13ed ·thei,rprt.ce!The 13i.tuationwas often ,the 
for all tb,eproducts, wnosecultiva;t.ion, transport-ol;' 
version is in the hands of the big western cOnIPaniea. 

'- ft is quite curious tdnote that when 

furnish a justif'icationforlowerin,g thaprice of rl!!.w ma­

terials, they are called. upon. B\1-t one. rejects them,vhen 

they operate in the other di:reetion. For years, in fact, 

economists ,have explained the low pr£ce' of raw'mat~rials 

by. 


* 	a slowing down ·afthe. inereass in 'foed 'consumption, 
particularly of tropical products andthosecontainill;g 
oil (peanuts) 

*a relative lessening of. the uSe of raw mat.erials . in' 
mede.rri pro'duata 

*ths.Q.ey:eclopm@.tofsubstituteproducts(aynthetic rub 
ber, syn,th'etie textiles, plaatict;! ...) 

* 	the general tre:hdto ov~tpr6duction·: ,advances in pro­
ductivity, pblicy ofcapital'tst firmS which cla.im a 
permanent surplu$, keep:j.ngprioes low and, forcing-the' 
producers into competition with eaoh other; the pro-:- . 
ducing cOUlltriesaear¢liing how to compensa.te for the' 
lower. prices, e.to" 

Now that .tnt!) market trend has reversed" we are SG~illg a: 
relative or absoluteiicarcity .of certain products (oil), 
al'ldan~ncrease in consumption following a long .growth per 
iod .ill most of the industrialized countries •. At the same 
time people ac'cu~e'ihecountrieswhich are able to profit 
from this of abusing the .'aituation and of wanting to 
"strangle" the ,industri,al economies! 

rv ...;. RAit'MAT;ERlALS AND THE. CRISIS 

We ea.sily putresponsibilityf'orcttr~ettt. economic di£ 
:ficultieson,therecentprice raises of l"awmaterials,and 
in particular of .oil. Howev&r, 

-2~ 
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'lnf+ation in the western."es:onomies had. got);E!n :Norse well' 
til advanceo!' the decisions, of Teheran. and Tripoli ,about o:il 
prices, 'and 'especiaily well tiefore. the raises of 1973. 
Moreover the fit-st in'creases in' raw .materials 'pri'ceE!' were 
only making up for the earlier relative decreases~ and a 
~ompensation for the worldwide inflation that was begin­
ning to'accelerate. ManUfactured products 'increased 58%'9!:. 
tween 1958 and 1910, while the price of oil remined stable 
and sometimes even declined' (this was eq~lly true of most 
raw materials). And inflation was ,accelerating between 1970 
and 1973, well before the decisi.ons of Ol?EP at the end of 
]'973. 

- The price of oil represents only a relatively fee~le 
part of the cost of products and, the recent price raises 
in it' _~~ not explain the ,annual, inflation rate' except to 
the extent of 3 to 4%, 'that is, ab.out a, third of the aver­
age inflation rate of the westerncoUhtries • The true 
causes of inflation are 'elsewhere: disorder within 'the in.... 
ternational monetary system, growing speculation, increase' 
in the cost of industril3.l' growth (due' iil particular to bad 
working conditions and unhealthy environment - which tends to 
'raise the salary cost: ,the cost of the battle against pol 
lution, excess credit, etc. ­

This shquld allow us to siruate the crisis of raw ma­
terials and what is at stake in,it :In a larger context. 

Conclusion to this article in,the next iSSue' 
. , What is at stake for t~e Third World? 

Some questions, ,to ask ourselves 
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PROGRESS or A NATIONA,L FEDERATION 

IN ITSCONCERN,FOR FORMATION 

by 

T:Q,e word "to:rmation", in the G~r:man larigua.ge t 
not fuiv'e the best press. ,It always conveye'somewhat the,~ 
',age Of, a person to ,bS tormed,Ly;ho passively yields himself' 

, to a certain manipulation. &It the real problem that lies 
beneath the word is, ,among us, 'as~ old as the General Prin­
ciiples: what approach to use toward persons who are ready 
to or.i~nt th~i:tij;ife aoco;:I:'(J;i.ng ,to the General',Principles 
(Clop), end how to ~elp, them enter into end, then deepen this 
speoific, way of life, and eventually to be ai;lle to take a 
respons:i,lrle decision about it? Or in a word, how to, give 
life to 'end put into pract:ive what is in the GP? 

We have not yet reaohed'results that are,generally 
satis'fylng. But the ,path, taken during these last years by 
the Committee of' the Austrian National Federation: allows 
us tos~le ,out some of the possibilities ; hopes and fai! 
urea. At the beginning we tried, in what we called IICLe 
weekends" , to make known: the GP end to mal!:e, ayailable the, 
fUndamental el~ments of our way,of living - personal voca~ 
tion, community life, the dynamic of the Ex,ercises, dis­
ce:rnmen t , etc. ~ to as many members, ,of our congre~8.tiona 
as possible.' V"lithout minimizing this eff'ort at reflecting 
in small groups on the principal notions of Qur way 'of 
life, it became clear that this approach ' 'increased only 
th'6 theoretical knowledge of, OLC. It Was a beginning which; 
even' if i,t' brought' 'about some positive' ohanges, did 'not 
provoke a true CLe renewal. 

Maybe the, hopes, we placed in these weekends were too 
hign.. 'We tended to think that from a better,understanding 
of the GP wouJ,.d resU:lt, " quite natura.lly', Ch~istlan Lif~ 
.co.iii:inunities. This did not happen. A major pr;obiem.. appeared 
j;hen, 'one that we havenotye.tcompletely solve.d: how does 
one transmit a living experienoe in such a way that. it is 
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but ex:perienced,Hved; 

The bigges11 help we received was our participation in 
intern.ational exchanges of experience: our involvement in 
the European CLCTeam, the European gatherings ruiming 
from Chantilly 1969 to tne Brixen Forma:tion Course of 19­
74(whic):J. especially gave a. new thrust forward), the Gener­

, al Assembly of Augsburg in 1973 and the many contacts af­
forded in connection with it. 'Those. wh6took part always 
caIlle back bringing s OlIle thing new 'If the CLC experience and 
tried to spread this to others as . much as they c,ould. In 
this way were begun,especially at <jpaz' anel. at Vienna, eLes 

, which attempted to live out the content Qf theGP in ,their 
depth and their consequences. These groups are clesely 
linked with ea.ch other and there is between them regular 
contact and an exchange abo':l:t their need, for heips and 

, - means of formation. 

How does the National Federation try to respond to 
this need? It seems to me to be basic that the National 
Committee itself forms a kind of CLC. This may seem quite 
natural, but it was not always the case, at least among us. 
To be able to feel as a cOIllllll.lnity what needs to be done, 
what means should be provided. and how to furnish the best 
help, it is not enough just to meet regularly, to ,el.abo­
rate programs, to prepare we~kends, and to examine the 
suitability for one I s own country of experiences that have 
taken place' elsewhere. There is rie.ed also to pray, to dis­
cern, to evaluate as a community. Since the time .-Ghat our 
Nationa:t Corumittee. 'meetingS! . havei;aken on the style of a 
CLC meeting, with times of prayer, of silence, of listen-' 
ing groups and of discernment -together, it is easy to 

that the work done 'there :has a clearer goal and is 
more effective. mg, at the close of our f:i;rst meeting 
carried out in this neW way we asked ourselves, no't with­
out a certain sense of reproach: .why have we not "alWays' 
worked this ,way, this. is just, the approach. that we. keep 
proposing' always to our comm\J;nities~ tha.t \ve use, in our 
ol'lngroups _ and that we have failed till now to make use
of In a work asimp<?rtant ,as that of a National Federation.­

The earneis t;r-u90f "simpliCity in all aspects of liv 



and in the following nof the poor and.' b.umb:Le C~rist'! io 

basic requ.irEltllent,. ,it seems, ~o me', ought to find ex­
pr.ession too .:!.n'thecommun;i,ty 'Of the NationalComntittee •. 
For that which constitutel;lthe .core of 'our' way of living 
ought to be' transparent in us, ,a.ne.ffort. i.n ,this: direction 
must ,be-present if we are to be authentic andc,redible. 

Ithihk there is question here of someth:lngextremely 
important if a National, Fe.deration is to be able t6 'offer 
hel:p to -ethers ,and if ,these offers of hel:pare to be more 
than juS.t a program of activities. 

, Starting from this :personal .effort" we .then tI"ied to 
offer our CLCsmeans of fOI"mation directed toward a more 
pre'Cisecgoal. Here we must mention first of all the Spiri­
tualExercises, individually guided, of. at leaJ;!t s'ix days. 
The demand for the.se' iestronger right along, andim:por-: 
tent effects are evident from them in the life of' the 
grou:ps. 'The· relationshi:p between the :personal :progress of 
the one Who m9.kesthe Exercises and, the l,ife' of the COmInu-, 
n:ity is atonae evident, and in fact constitutes the'basis 
of every. cw • 

. tnadditiori.,we have started again, with some suocess; 
"CW weekends" (the name is the sa,me,' but the content ms 

,changed) for the members of eJ\:istingOLCs, and fQl' :p,eo:ple 
who are interested in our way of life. This allows them to 
experience the ,essenti'al elements of our style' of living. 
In doing this, we take ou:!;' de:parture above all from what 

. was experienced at the Brixen Formation Course (a :repeti t.i 
tion of that of Rome '73),' chbosing sonie of the methods 
whose formls ada:pted to our, needs. In, 'this work together 
in group and these joint activities, what is experiencedis 
a life in community, the authenticity of a :personal life, 
confl'onted w1th',thecall of Christ" a journey together a-, , 
long a common :path ,that flow~,fromthe s:pil'it of the Exer­
cbes and the way of :living. =that is COlnmpn to CLC. 

The'work of'i!he grou:ps hasbeenhE!lped too by t1l:e for 
mation manual drewn up by the CLCs of,~ran'Ce~ We .are in 
the :pl'ocessof translating it into German so as to be able 

. to spread its use'more widely. In· the saJlle way we are al­
ways looking for :prac1;1calexel'cises and dl.fferentmedita.-:­
tion helps which .will bring out the importan~e of the lib­
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of 'man; so as ,,'. be able 
ter:ta1s tootJ,r gr6upsa:long~his 
tpp1.lbHsh,.in our reviewsuggestione forCLOmeetiilesroot 
edinthe UP. Hut beyond theseopportunites;J.for·excl:l,lm~; 

'of materials, for 010 weekends and for perscmalexQhanges 
(thenext'occa;S£on will be in November) , ,our aim is to car 
ry chit in Austria in 1916 a formation course like that of 
Rome '73. The unity between'theExercises.portion of it 
and, the'secondJlYeeksessions seem, to us especially impor­
tant. Theparticipantswili come from differeritgeographic 
regions, and there will be enough oft~em to effectively 
communica.te the experience in their own group, or again to 
create in their region after the course a.new group among 
themselves. For we hav;e discovered that it is difficult to 
transinit an experience when only one person has made it; 
or to integrate persons ,who have. made this eXper:i,ence into, 
alreadyexistirig groups. 

But we rel!lain very' dependent on the help of others and 
on the experienc.es,made.in other countries, both' the SIlcces 
ses and the failures; on the J;lelpof the World Federation 
(fOr example, its documents on formation) and PROGRESSIO; 
ans especially on the activities a:nddocumentsof .theGer­
ma.rf F:ederat1on (very fortunately ,of the same language). For 
the path of formation is not something static, itis'al­
ways determined by the new nee'ds and the new directions of 
today. 
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[Continued from paige 12].. 

io'Ular kind of service . to other'S. vThen su.ch gifts are 
di~covered,fostered,anu exercis.ed me. Christian ~oOIllIll.'Uhity, 
they··help to .buildU.p both. thecommu.nity and' the one' using 
them. Prayer meetings afford the opportunity for. people to 
discover. what gifts they have, to learn to use them for 
otherS, and to benefit from the gifts tllat others .have 
received.' As a resuJ,t,themeetinge. are ma.rkedby·great spon 
taneity; With the aotive participat:ion 'ofeao:h accordingta 
his or her gift ... 

I venture blsW that the "Chal'isma.tic Renewal" has re­
discovered something that was a vital element in the life of' 
the early 'Christ1ancoIl!IlIW1ities,and that it has something 
to say to an:y community that i'8'.d!le:ekilig to;live. a~deeper 
Christian life. . 
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