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THE PEDAGOGY OF THE PIRST WEEK

by R. HAUGHIAN s j.

 The retreatant who begins the First Weék of the Ex-
‘ercises has prepared himself for this experience by prayer
and reflection on the global vision of faith as operative
~ in 2ll the dimensions of his own. life, He has been. touched
: ;personally by the God of life and love. This vision must
now, in the’ F:.rst Week, be confronted. wzth the reality and
history of evil in all its forms, physical, moral, personal.
and universal., Only when evil is integrated into. the retreat

“ant's faith experience can his life reveal, in ‘freedom and o

hope, the continuing presence of cm'ist's galvifie love in
the world;only when heé experiences himself as a sinner who-
" has & Savior can he respond to Chr:l.st's a.pcs’col:.c 1nv:|.1;-
ation.

How does Ignatius propose that this goal of the First
Week be effectively achieved? What is the inner movement of
- this Week? Practically, how should a retreatant do the Ex-
ercises of this Week? We ‘will consider these questions,
briefly, in this article. :

In the light of the falt:h vision already deepened,
Ignatius proposes as the object of meditation and reflect-
ion, two Exercises on imiversal and personal sin, Repetlt-

"ions of these Exercises, and finally, an Exercise on hell,
. theultimate expression of the meaning of sin. Each "xerci,se,
in turn, is divided into a prayer, - preludes, points and
colloguy. It is important that we not allow the divisions )
and siructure of the text, which are meant - as aids, %o
prevent us- from grasping the underlying movement and con-
text that unify these meditations. This unity is expressed,
most clearly, in the second preludes (the  graces to. be
seught) and in the colloquiea. ' '

'l'hroughout this Week Ig,natius asks the retreatant to
bray . :
«s-for shame and ccnfuswn, because I see how many have
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: 'baen lost on: accﬂunt of’'a smgle mortal? ;
‘many - times I have deserved eternal damnanon because of
‘the many- gmevous ‘@ins that I ‘have committed (n.48) ...
for a -growing and :mtenee sorrow ‘and tea.rs for my sins’
_(n 55}. .

He du‘ects the retreatant ’co the foot of the cross to con-, :
template and address Christ his - Savior, who L

...thou.gh He is the Creator, ‘He has stoé‘?‘e’d ’co‘ be‘cdnié_~
" ‘man, and to pass  from etemal life to death: here in
- time, = that tlms He mght die for- our sins., '( ‘53)*

The cross 15 the l:.v:mg sign both of the terrible-

"~ reality of sin and of the unfathomable depth of God's love

" and forgiveness. At the point where sin and love intersect
mChm.st ‘who has taken upon h:.mself the history of evil and
transformed it ‘into the promise of mercy and salva‘cwn. At
~ the foot of the cross the retreatant experiences h:.s own
personal complicity . in the drama of sin. He is 0ot Wi
“touched by universal sih end its destructive. consequences,
for he has the same evil tendencieés as other men, By his
Sowm personal gins he has contrituited t6 the enslaving effects

of evil on man’ and creatx.on. He has crucified: his Creator.
become man, Now,despite. this, he experiences chrlst a8 ‘hig
personal Savior and as Savior of the whole of creation.~
How great is the. goodness and mercy. of God! - who’ continues =
to ‘offer his forg:weness, who - has prevented him by his

grace from falling into the worst eonsequences ‘0f his sine

ful inclinations, He. extolls:"the mercy of God our Lord,.. .
‘giving thanks - to Him ‘that up ‘to this very moment He has

granted me life®, (n. 61) Strengthened by this expermence’
of love and forgiveness, . -the- retreatant d931res to pray

“for the -grace of amendment (n. 61), and for a deeper know-
1edge of his sins and the gins of “+the world (n. 63),

: The F:Lrst Exerc:.se concems the universal history of

e'vll. Igzatn.us refers to three importemt moments-in the
long, continuous history of evil, introduced into crea’clon
by the first, free, ap:.ritual beings (sin. of the angels),
_continued by msn throughout ‘human history (sm of Adam and’
Eve), and present today m.th all of its force and. ’crag:.e
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posszbilltiea {sin of'a contemporary ‘man). The history of
sin with its d:.sastrous consequences - siclkmess, suffering;
death - has been universal, affecting every person born
into the world and constrammg all of created bemg in,
its movement towsrds the God of life and love. The retrest -
ant, through his own smfulness, pa.rta.clpates and contrib- |
utes $0 thig evil. The retreatant can turn to different
sources in order to actualize <for himself this universal
history: he can turn to selected passages from the Bible,
e.g. the history of Israel, the Prophets, or the life of
-Christ, noting in all of these revealed texts the progress .’
ive overcoming of evil by God's salvific actions; he could .-
review significant stages in man's history, a history of
hostility,war and death paralleled by man's constant desire.
for love and peace; or yfinally, he could look af man today
in the type of world he has created, frustrated in his ef-
"forts for peace by the stmotures of alienation he has ine
sututmnalized. . T , , , e

~ The Second Exercise directs the attention of the re-
treatant  from the universal +0 his personal history of -
partic:.pat:.on in evil, He weighs the malice of his sins by
comparing himself with the history of man, the angels and .
saints, creation, and God himself. [The second point (n.
57) is amplified in points three, four and five]. In this -
Exercise he integrates his own history within the salvific -
context of the universal vision of faith. As his sense. of
the malice of his sins deepens, so does his wonder at the
mercy and love of God who continues to support him. C

) In his introduction té the Exercisés Ign'atiﬁs‘ states;
- that - . ————— - . N o
PR & isv not much hiov#ledger thatyﬁ.lls and .satisfies

the soul, -but the intimate. unders:kandmg and relieh
of the truth. (n. 2)

The movement of the Exerclses under fthe gulda.nce of B
the Sp:.r:.t is. not gaged by new ldeas or intellectual syn-
thesn.s vut by a deepening personala.zatlon of the Tevealed
truth. ,Ignatms’ "Repetitions" (n. 62)are meant to facilit

'
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two Exercises Separately, the retreatant now repeats the
Flrst and Second Exerolsea together,, 'f‘...dwellmg upon'
-those points in which we have experienced greater consolat
sdion T or desolatlon or greater splrltual -appreciation” (n.
62) Touched sensibly by the personal movements of the
Spirit, the retreatant lingers at those. points: of contact,
‘relishing them,moving ever more intimately into the mystery:
~of God's redemptive love wherein his "subgeot:.ve“ situation
becomes mtegra‘bed w:.th ‘the '"obgective'f content of the -
' revealed word. - o . ‘

‘I.‘he Fifth and last Exercise- Ignatms proposes is a‘
meditation on hell. Hell is the final statement of what
-8in is - a state of total isolation and self-recrzminatlon,
it is the culmmatlon pom‘c of the whole history of evn.l.
- A.nd if it is true, as the retreatant has already experien-
céd, that our God is a God of life and love, that Christ
_ has, saved man from his sins, it is also true that man, as
a free , Spiritual being, is still capable .of ‘rejecting the.
Father's love and forgiveness. The history of evil will
always be in our lives. At times, when our ‘sense of God's .
lové has grown cold, only the fear of hell - the fear of.
our own in¢lination %0 sin - can keep us from turning away -
from God (n. 65). The retreatant senses his deep poverty
- and the fragility of his love; he gives thanks to God who
hes protected him from the ultimate consequences of hissin:
fulness (n. 71). Ignatius suggests certain ‘bidlical imagery
in presenting this meditation. 'If these immges help they
'should be used, If not, other images taken from: the Bible
or from the retreatant's ‘own .experience or reading should
be used %o help him actualize the mea.m.ng a.nd poss:.b:.llty
of hell in his owm 11fe.

. At :the end of th:.s Flrat Week the retreata.nt with
a more l:.vely -sense of man's. raé.:.cal poverty, mdiv:.dually
and collectz.vely, transformed by his experience of Christ:
- 8 - 3agving presence, is drawn to respond - generoualy to

. vChrlst's call. He is able to say wzth Isa:.ah, . :
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Woe is me! I am lost,
for I am a man of unclean lips
: and T dwell among a people of unclean- l:.ps* Co
yet with these eyes T have seen the ng,the Lord of Hosts.

' Then one of the seraphim Vflewv to me carrying in.his hand a
. glowing coal which he had taken from the altar with-a pair
- of tongs. He. touched my mouth with 3.1: and sa:.d, . '

. See, this has touched your lips;
.your  -inigquity is removed,
~and your sin is wiped away.
‘Then I heard the Lord saying, Whom shall I send?
go for me? And I snswered, Here am I; send me.

(_xaaiah 635-8)
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| THE CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL -~ .

by Francis A. SULLIVAN s.j.

fThe Catholic Charlamatic Renewal ié not. oniy' é‘“

- worldwide phenomenort, but has by now exerclsed an

lnfluenee beyond - the movement itself, It seems‘
_useful, then, for our: read.ers 1o k'now of it.

‘The movement has recelved encouragement from many;
bishops and recently from Paul VI.- Usually these -
,“favorable comments underline &t the same tlme the
. need - For careful s;plritual discernment, a sol:.d
‘exegetical foundation, and a flowering in social

;responsibzl:;.ty and commtment ‘if the mwement is-
to bear its full fruit for the bullding of theVg

;klngdom.

AS the article 1ndxcates the Charlsmatic Renewal«ﬂ'
"has-a distinctive "splrltualxty" - whose approach
is somewhat different then that of CIC as set
forth in the General Principles. Nonetheless the.
‘movement, which can in truth be called one of- the

“"gigns of the times", can make us all fore keenly
alert to certain truths or values, important for

all Chrlstlans, and which at’ times we do not suf-
flClently appreciate: -the total gratulty of our
salvatlon—liberaxion, the 1mportance of sensitiv-

- ity to the Spirit ‘and to his leading in- every- .

- thing, ‘the function of prayer -of. praise in our
‘llvea, The need of communxty, among athers. ‘

The autnor, an American, is a professor of dog~

nmatic theology at: Gregorian Unlversity Sin Rome,‘“

- has been'. active in the Charismatic Renewal for
several years, and. has acted as consultant to
‘Church suthorities on the subject he writes on.

© (Baitor's Note)
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, ‘It is not without reason that some of the best-lkmown -
books aescmbmg the movement which now prefers to be cal-<
led "charismetic"bore such titles as Catholic Pentecostals
(K. and D; Ranaghan) and The Pentecostal liovement in the
. Gatholic Church (E.D. O'Connor), ‘Indeed, one cannot fully
understand this “Charismatic Renewal" unless one sees it -
against the background of the wider Pentecostal Movement,of
which it is undoubtedly the Catholic manifestation. I shall
begm,therefore ,by ds.stmgulshmg three forms of Pentecost
alism, ~

The term "classical Pentecostalism'is used to describe
the original type, as found in such Christian communities
as the Assemblies of God, This is a form of fundamentalist,
revivalist,evangelical Protestantism,which had its orz.gms
ini the United States at the very beginning of this century.
_ It is an offshoot of "Holiness" religion, which in its turn
evolved from the American variety of Methodism. Believing,
with other Evangelicals, in the necessity of an adult ex-
perience of conversion and adult Baptism, Pentecostals further
believe that there is a ‘"second blessing" %o be received -
‘subsequent to the initial ®salvation ‘experience: ablessmg
for which one must prepare oneself and strive earmestly in .
prayer, namely one's personal pentecost", or "baptism in
. the Holy Spirit®. The most distinctive feature.of Pentecost
‘als' faith is that a genuine "baptism in the Holy Splrrl:" :
will always be marked by the same gift which the disciples
received on the first Pentecost: the *speaking with other

‘tongues as the. Splnt gives utterance"” (Acts 2:4).

The term "Neo-Pentecostalxsm"is usually applied the
Pentecostal Movement which has occurred within the older.
Protestant Churches. Since about the year 1956, groups .of
) Epz.acopal:.ans, Lutherans Presbytemans and .other Protest-

ants along with some of thelr pastors,have become "pentecosy
al"  without leaving their own Churches or joining any of
the Pentecostal Churches. Many such Protestants now prefer
to speak of themselves as involved in "Charismatic Renewal®

‘rather than in a "Pentecostal Movement" , Y

in 1967 the readmg af Pentecostal lﬁ.terature led four
Catholic lay. faculty members . at mquesne University in
Pittsburgh to seek out a group;two of them asked that they
might be prayed for and have hands laid on them by the memb

ers- of the group; when this was done they had the typical E

-9
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fpentecostal axperlence and beg&nto speak in tongues. ;hesef7
two then orgam.zeda Gatholic pray up- at th mzverszty,
Vfrom there the: ‘movement spread with great rapldlty, first
in the’ Unlted StateS" ‘and then thrcugheut ‘the ‘world, Less
than ten years later,the First International Conference of °
the Catholic Charlsmatlc Renewal,held in Rome st Pentecost,
1975,brought together 10, 600 partlclpantSJn this. . Movement ;.

- represantlng ovér sixty natlons. Because 'of a quota system :

employed, ' less than half of these partlcxpants were from
the Unifed States; previous- -annual - conferences held at the-
University of Notre Dame have been attended by as meny as
30,000 people. The total number of Catholics actively in-
" volved in this movement  has been estimated to be as high
" as 750,000, . S B ,

The élstxnctlve "aplrltuallty“ of the Cath@llc Charismatic
Renewal )

v ; Whlle Pathollcs 1nvolved.uzthls renewal.&aobaeetlvely‘
~owe much(whether they are aware of it or not) to Pentecost-’
alism,they certainlywk)ﬂot espouse the Pentecostal,bellefs

-that salvation wan be had o nly by an -adult experience of
conversion to Christ, that Baptism has meaning only as &'
public profession of such a conversion, or that prior 1o
the pentecostal experience of "baptism in the Holy Spiritn

a Christian has not yet received the gift of the Holy
- Spirit "in person" Whamthese Catholics do accept ‘basical
ly, is ‘the Valldlty of the experience which they call
"being baptized in the ‘Holy Spirit", I think it would be
correct to say that in most cases their conviction of its
validity ~is baged prlmarlly on their experience .of the
changes which have teken place in the lives of others,as a
‘result 6f having been "baptized in the- Splrlt“ While these
changes ‘will vary from péerson - to person, there is a common
pattern that 1nvolvessanew awareness of the reality of the
holy Splrlt and: of His. presence and effective working in
one's own life. Testimonies of those who have had +this
- experience almost always speak of its resulting in a new
sense of the nearness of God, & new relish in prayer and
reading Scrlpture, a new ‘readiness to bear Christian wit-
ness, a new ability te meet. demands of Christian life that
previously one had found ‘hard or 1m90831b1e. The ‘eommon
,Vfactcr in all these changes is perhaps best: descrlbed as g
- new-power which the. person knows he . did. not have - before,
: and whlch he can only explain as. the work of the Holy Splr

10 -
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jlt ‘Ia many eases thls new power will also~man1fest 1tsalf' i*
in some kind of charismatic glft most often in the ablllty,nﬂ

_to . "pray in tongues"

Catholics experienelng, and . w1tne881ng in others, the )
results that follow . from being “baptized in the Holy Spirity
are convinced that this is a valid Christian experience
info the context of their Catholic faith. They do not for
a moment guestion that the Holy Spirit is already givem in’
the gacraments of Baptism and Confirmation, . or Shat- He
dwells in everyone who is living in the state of grace. But
- they believe that the. Splrlt, even though already present
can become present to the same person in. a decisively new.
‘way: that is, by making His presence, previously a matter

of faith, now a matter of experience; by new manifestations . =

of His working in that person's life. It seems undeniable
-that such'a new presence of the Holy Spirit in a person's

life would be a precious gift of grace. - What Catholics in
this renewal believe is that, in our day, God is in fact

‘granting such a gift to those who seek it in faith. Their
" interpretation of their #baptism in the Spirit" is that it
is the initial experience of such & new presence and work-
ing of the Spirit in their lives. Looking, as they do, on
- the distinctive pentecostal experience as the beginning of
new presence of the Spirit, they insist that the emphasis .
should be put not on the initial experience as such, but

rather on the new "life in the Spirit* that should follow

upon it and that must be nourished and sustained if the

original experience is going to bear its fruit. As means:
of nourishing this "life " in .the Spirit" they sractise

such tradltlonal Catholic methods as daily prayer and medif -
. ative reading of the Scripture, and frequent partlclpatlon,
"in the Bucharistic llturgy.

The role of the "prayer communlty“

A dlstlnctlve feature of the Charlsmatlc Renewal is
the stress :which is laid on the importance of the prayer
communlty or prayer-group in leading people into this ex-
perience of "baptism in the Spirit" and in eupportzng their
new "life in the Spirit® that follows upon it. 4 - commohnly
used method for helping new members to open themselves to
a new presence of the Splrlt in their lives is a seven-

I E A



'k.structure is very dlfferent theé ‘aim of" these mlnars“ is .
“very much “the same as that of the Spiritual Exerclses of St
. Ignatiuss: to lead someone ‘to a deep,persona.l convers:.on to

. Jesus Christ as his TLord, acceptmg ‘all -the consequences of

' His Lordship over one's life, However, the Semmars stress,
. more directly ‘than the Exercises do, the need ci’ & transform
ing gift of the .Holy Spirit to a.ccompllsh in.me- the conver'
s:.on that I have been unable to accomphsh by myself. When
~kthe person. sincerely wants such a conveision in his-life,
truly wants Jesus tobe the Lord in -every detail of his 1life,
then he should pray to the Lord-Jesus, -the one whose pre-
rogative it.is to "baptize in the Holy Spirith,for the gift
of the Holy Splrlt that will work the. change in him that he -
has found himself powerless to work in hlmseli' The personal
-witness of those leading the Semlna.r, as well as of other
" .members of the prayer group, . will strengthen the faith of
" those meking the Seminar,as well as of other members of the
‘Seminar, that Jesus does snswer such prayer, esoeclally when
it is made in a -communion of. prayer with others Hence they
‘will be eéncouraged,when they feel ready;to ask other memb-
ers of the group to pray with them, and to lay their hands:
on then, a.s an outward sign cf this- communlon cf hearts a.nd
minds 1n prayer. :

. : L1ke'w1se, ' the prayer group pla.ys an important rolein
: supportlng the "life in the Spirit® of 'its members. Experlen»

.- ce shows that perseverance in this new "walk with the Lord" .

will depend heavily on whole—hearted'partlclpatlon in the
weekly . prayer meeting of the group.- Whlle the primary
purpose of the meetings is simply to praise the Lord in ‘pray- -
er and witness to His grace their second: essentlali'unctlon

... is the upbulldmgof the participents’spiritual life. It is

“in these meetings -that people learn "to employ for one an- -
other the charism that each has recelved, as good stewards
~of God's varled grace™ (1 Peter 4: 10) S

; The ‘scriptural mcdel - for -the prayer meetlng is found

" in 1 Corinthians 14: 26: "What then,brethren? When you come

" together, each one has a hymn,. a lesson, a revelation, a

- tongue, .or an. 1nterpretatlon. Let all: thlngs be done for

edlflcatlon;" A charlsm, in the crlglnal Pauline sense, is
a glft of grace that especlally equlps someone for a part-f

. [Cont:.nned on Page 2’7]
12. -
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THE RAW MATERTALS CRISIS |

To 1llustrate “the 1nternat10nal dlmen51on of our reuf'
spon81b111tles,let us now. take up a final examplesthe crls'
igs of raw- materxals. We have slready spoken of the. famzne -
in the Sahel region . of Africa, and the immigrant workers &

to show that we cannot remain indifferent and that e have f_

o go beyond the "social" aspects of problems.'

Everybody knows the facts about this new. problem zthef?-

sharp rige in price of many fraw materisls during the year,j

'"73-*74  and, in particular, - of oil (petrol;, which has’
gone from-about $250 per gross .ton- in- January 1973 to a-;

E round $700 per ton at the beglnnlng of 1974.

ALl that appears to be somethlng very dlstant fromfi
~our faith and yet, wunder at least two aspecta, we cannot .
fail to feel concerned from the outset H S

- the economic and social consequéncés“of this crisis

" in all the consumer countries: rapid 1nflatlon and the dlf%“:;
ficulty. of maintaining buying power,’ ‘especially ~for the
underpr&vlleged seéctors of the population, recession and

rapid spregd of unemployment delay in’ replaclng equlp—ﬂ,
;,ment, etCe.s

- “the brutal challenga ‘to the- present polltlcal and‘
economic structure of the world; the crisis seems to have
played =@ powerful role in reveal ing the deficiendes in
' the economic world order and has considerably strengthened.
the camp of those who were, . in-whole or in part, conitesi-~
ing it: its system of production, the relatlons between in

,cflj,‘ ;



http:relfia.in

dustrmalzzed natlons and the Third World, thenmcdel of f 
growth envxeloned, the stretegy cf development, etc... ' '

Taking much the same approach as. in the earlier ar-

K ~tic1es,( we will question oureelvee in succe331on abOut"

’ - the greciSe'eitﬁation, by . correctzng a certaln num- -
,;;ber of errors +that are rather wldeepread, especially in
“the industrialized countries; ‘ o

‘ - what is really at stake in this ”battle of raw mater
ials*; is it 2 simple matter of’ marketlng on,a,planetary
level” ~ . . :

- the quest10ns~ that . one cannot fazl to pose for onew
.~ self about the present vinternational economic system",
»g»suchﬂeefit will appear to us as our,analys;scgoes forward.

¢

-

I- :rs*mscc, Esm:sx.zsamc IHE FACIS

5

The present world sxtuatlon is rarely presented as a

;‘ftotalmty and the information accepted in this area is of-

{i\ten 1nccmplete or inaccurate Several beszc points need to
‘. be clear. :

L 1) The Reepons1b111ty of . “the Arabs"

- : Very cften people have accused the Arab countries of
‘being the ones. ma;nly Tesponsible for the present crisis

";;by having brutally proflted from their strong posmtlon to

‘raise unjustifiably the price of their oil. At times this
‘has. even degenerated 1nto clearly racist attitudes, espec-
1al1y in the countries that employ many North African work
~ers., In this domain, several basic truths must be restated.

a) 0il, and the export of it, is far from being exclusmve—‘
- ly an Arab. preserve. Among *the large exporters that are
not Arab,one can cite Iran, Venezuela, Mexico,Indonesis,

- Nigeria. Even OPEP is not an Arab organism, to the
" degree that among its prlnclpal members flgure Venexue«

»la, ngerla and Iran., ,

’fIt is true that it 1s above all - the Arab countrzes that
have. knowna spectacular grcwth in. thelr 011 révenues. , -
but to read ‘some’ secticns of the press one would 1mag—k

18 =
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ine th.at there were amung them none ‘but the "pr:mces of“,:_l

, f{ black gold" with fabulous incomes and riding - in gold

cadlllacs! Cdre. is taken not to- Bpecify where the bk
of ‘the "petrodollars“, of the 115 b:.lln.ons of mcome in-

1974, goes:
= about 50 blllion hava f:.nanoed wha't is- essentially e-

fquipment and cspital goods, comzng from: the z.ndustm.—-

alized countriss (which have risen 60% in cost as com

pared with 1973, when the cost had already msen 507 3

over 1972)

- 38 billion have been invested, above a.ll in the Ger—yr

men, Swiss, American and English banks ' O

- 11 billion have "helped" the western economies: com~
mercial investments, loans to the International Mone-

‘tary Pund, loans to western central banks (Great Brit -

. ain especlally)
- about 20 billion have been directed toward the Third
World, under the form of loans, glfts, and partx.clpa-
“ tion in a supporting fund,

In addition one should not overlook the mtense devel‘

opment effort that the dollars have made possible m‘, n

‘certain countries like Algeria ‘and Ire.n.

¢) PFinally it is not only the Arab cmmtr:i.es that have prof .

ited from the ralse in price of raw materials, since uma

ny other products have had imporiant price raises, and .
not only in the Third World. Are we aware that in 1973 E

the total increase in income from the expert of raw ma- -

terials by the industrialized economies (and in particu

lar by the United States) was about three times greatsr
than the increase in mcome for the: oil-producmg coun- -

tries? {1)

II - 2HE PRICE RAISES |
?‘veryane is acquamted vnth the flgures about pr:.ce

raises, But we must situate them within their evolutloni

a.nd withm the total p:.cture and not forget

-~ the. lonmemod of price deterioration .over about 20

years, which the present raises in the “price of raw mater—
ials has sometimes not even managed to compensate for. 0i1
has found again inm 1973 ‘the s=me level relatively =as in

1953, but that ‘does not. meke up for the net loss represenw :;

1) Sources cm:cm) Dog. ose;52/4—4—19?4
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: ted,by this backlog of 20 years. Do we know 100 that OEEPJJ

. ‘was founded in 1960 ‘to defend the' ozl—pro&uclng countrxesvf

' ;aga1nst two successive cuts in price of 18% 1mposed by the -
- "011 Gartel" in 1959 and in August of 19607

- the 1rregularity and precarlousness of these prices.

. Still more than ‘the decrease in’ the value of payment re-
ceived, - the countries that produce raw materials suffer

\‘ffrom the extreme 1rregular1ty of the market prices. MNore

“than an increaﬁe in their income, these countries demsand
“security, protection agaznst the changes in the market,
K Already in 1974-1975, the market price of many raw mater-
«»{lals has clearly gone down. According to a recent report
- of the Internatlonal Monetary Fund, the basic products ex~
ported by the Third World have as a whole: . .

: - incéreased from 50 to 100% during the second half of
) 1972 : ‘
increased from 50 to 200% during the year 1973
on the whole gone down, sometimes as much as 50%, -
‘during the year 1974 and this trend to decrease con- =

' tinues (except for o0il), linked ‘with the recession
-that is raging in the industrisl countries and the
- consequent depleting of stotks The 36 African -caun--

~ tries that are not oil-producers have already al-
 most completely lost again the 2. 4 billion addition- .
al dollars galned earlier., ‘

- the exﬁremé variations according _to the products. The
“price drop 'is especially catastrophic in countries whose

- exports are not -very diversified. It is impossible " to

. speak about the general market price of raw materials, we
o must follow them product by product and the xncome from
o exports country by country.

III - IHE RAW MATERIALS MARKET , )
For-some the whole trouble stems from the action of

. .the union. of oil-producing countries (OPEF) who have suc-

_ ceeded in falszfylng the laws of the market, This neces-:
~31tates a vlgorous setting straight of matters.,

;,'— It forgets, that'31née‘séveral décades the cartel of the
- "blg ones" - the 7 large western oil companxes,mainly Amer




.

{ican and Dutch—Engllsh made the market laws and unzlater?
‘ally imposed their price! The situation was often ~the  same

for all the products, whose cultlvatlon, transport or. cané,A_

ver51on is in the hands of the. big western companlea‘

- It is qulte curious to note that when ~"the market laws": fj

furnish a Justlflcatidn for lowering the price  of raw ma-"
terials, they are called upon. But one rejects them ‘when
they operate in the other direction, For years, “in fact,’
ecenomlsts have explalned the low przce of raw materlals‘

fby,\

a slowing down of the increase in food consumptlan,k,“
partlcularly of troplcal products and thoee contalnmg’
o0il (peanuts)

a relative lessenmng of uhe uSe of raw. materzals in
,modern proﬂucts . .

“the develepment of substitute’ products (aynthetlc rub5
ber, syrithetic textlles, plastlea...)

the general trend to overproductzo '3 advances in pro-,
ductiV1ty, policy of cdpitalist firms which claim 4
permanent surplus, keeplng prices low and - forclng the
producers into ccmpetitloﬁ with each other; “the Pro~
ducing countrles searchlng how to compensate ‘for the
lower prlces etc‘ T

Now ‘that the market trend has reversed, we dre secing &
relative or absolute scarcity .of certain products {o;l),‘
and 'an increase in consumption following a long growth per
iod in most of the industrialized countries. At the same .
time people accuse -the countries which are able to profit -
from this of abusing the situation. and of wantxng to
"strangle“ ‘the . 1ndustr1al economles'

IV RAW MATERIALS AND THE CRISIS

i We easily put zesponsxhlllty for current economlc aif
ficulties on the recent price. raises of raw materzals andﬁ
in partlcular of oil. chever, »
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- Inflatlon in the western.economles had gotten worse well?
in’ advance of” the declslons of Teheran . and ‘Tripoli about oil
prlces, “and especlally well Pefore the raises of 1973. "

" Moreover the first increasesin raw materials prices. were’

only making up for the earlier relative decreases, and a
s compensatlon for the worldwide inflation that was begin-
ning to- accelerate. Manufactured products increased ‘58% be
tween 1958 and 1970, while the price of oil remained stable
and sometimes even declined (this was equally true of most
raw materials). And inflation was accelerating between 1970
and 1973, - well before the decisions of OPEP at the end of
1973. ' ‘ o

- The price ' of oil represents only a relatlvely feehle
part of the cost of products ‘and the recent price raises
E in it do not explain the annual . lnflatlon rate - except to

_,the extent of 3 to 4%, that is, about a third of the aver-

'~ age inflation rate of .the western countries. The true

causes of inflation are elseWhere- disorder within the in-
ternational monetary system, growing speculatlon, increase’
in the cost of industrial growth (due ulpartlcular to  bad
working. condltlons and unhealthy environmemt- which tends to
raise the salary cost:, the cost of the" battle agalnat pol.

‘lutlon, excess. credlt, etc,

This should allow us to 31tuate the crisis of raw ma-
terlals and what is at stake in. 1t in o larger context.

Conc1u51on to thxs artlcle71n~the;next issue " :
- - What is at stake for the Third World?
~ Some questions to ask-ourselves




 PROGRESS OF A NATIONAL FEDERATION
IN ITS CONCERN FOR FORMATION

'by, Walter OBERMAIER

. ‘The word "formatlon" in the Gexman language, does B
net have the best press, It always conveys somewhat thelm*?f

age of a person to bs formed Who passively yields hlmself ;f

- %o a certain manipulation. Z’ t the real problém that lies =

beneath the word is, -among us, as' old as the General Prin-~

c¢iples: what approach to use toward persons whc are ready,f
to. orient their | 1fé according -to the General Principles -
- {@GP), and how to help them enter into and then deepen this.
specific, way of life, and eventually to be able to take a
respons;%ie ﬁeClSlon about it? Or in a word, how to. g;ve
llfe to and put into practlee what is in the GP?

, Wekhave‘ not yet reached results that are;generaliy .
satisfying. But the path taken during these last years by
the Committee of the Austrian National Federation allows
" us to single out some of the possibilities, hopes and fall
ures, At the begimning we tried, in what we called "CIC
weekerids", to make known the GP and to make available the -
fundamental elements of our way.of L1v1ng - personal voca~. -
tion, communlty life, the dynamic of the Exercises, dis-

‘cernment, etc, = to as many members .of our congresations
"as p0331ble. Wlthout minimizing this effort at reflectlng, B

in small groups on the principal notions " of our way of
life, it became clear that this approach increased only .
 the theoretical knowledge of CLC. It was a beginning which; »
even if it brought about some 9051t1ve changes, did not -
provoke a true CLC renewal.A ST

o ﬁaybe the»hopeaﬁ we placed in these weekends were too
‘high. - We tended to think that from a better understanding
of the GP would result, gquite naturally, Christian Life
Communities. This did not happen. A major problem appeared
then, one that we have ‘not _yet completely solved: how does
one transmit a living experience in such a way that 1t is R
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not only understood 'butjexpe;rienced,' lived; ‘and by that -
fact made frultful. : R
The blggest help we recelved was our partlclpatlon in
Do 1nternatlonal exchanges of,experlence- “our lnvolvement in
- the European CLC Team, +the European gatherlngs' runnlng
from Chantilly 1969 to the Brixen Formation Course of 19-
. '74(which especially gave a new thrust forward), the Gener-
. al Assembly of Augsburg in 1973 and the many contacts af-
forded in connection with it, Those who took part always
1. -came back brlnglng somethlng new of the CLC experience and
~ tried to spread this to others as much as they could. In
‘this way were begun,especlally at Graz and at Vlenna, CICs

”v“whlch attempted to live out the content of the GP in- thelr

‘depth and their. consequences. These groups ‘are clasely .
linked with each other and there is ‘between them regular
/- contact and an: exchange abcut thelr need for. helps and

‘}means of formatlan. -

How does “the Natlonal Federatlon try to respond to

- ‘this need? ‘It seems -to me to be basic- that the National

" Committee itself forms a kind of CLC. This may seem quite

jﬂ natural, but it was not always the case, at least among us

" To be able to feel as a commmity what needs to be done,
. what means should be provided and how to furnish the best
“help, it is not enough just to meet regularly, t0 .elabo~
rate programs, %o prepare weekends, and to examlne the
suitability for one's own country of experlences ‘that have
" takén place’ elsewhere. There is need also to pray, to dis-— -
.cern, to evaluate as a community. Since the time that our
National Commlttee meetings have taken on the style of a
CIC meetlng, with times of prayer, of 81lence, of listen~
. ing groups and of dlscernment “together, it is easy' to
‘sense -that the work done there has a clearer goal and is
more effectlve.; And, at the close of, our first meetlng'
carried out in this new way we asked ourselves, not with~
out - a cerwaln sense of reproach-~ why have we not. always‘
' worked this way, -this is just the approach. that we keep

Y,proposxnw always to our commynities,. that we use in our

own groups ~ and that we. have’ failed till now to. make use
:of 1n a work:a31mportant as ‘that of a Natlonal Federatlon.‘

The same -is true of "slmpllclty 1n all aspects of 11v~ 

s




~1ng" and in the followzng nof the poor and’ humble Chrlst" £
This. basic reqalrement it seems to me, ought to find ex— -
“pression too. in ‘the communlty of the National Committees,
For that which constitutes the core of ‘our: way of living
“ought to be transparent in us,.an effort in this direction
mist berpresent if we are to be amthentzc and credlhle. S

I think there is. questlon here of somethlng extremelyf
Aimportant if a National Pederation is to be able to ‘offer

help - to~others and if these offers of help -are to be more>,’

than Just a program of act1v1tles.

-Starting~from this pgraonal_effOrt;;»we,then tried to
offer our CICs means of formation directed toward a more

previseigoal, Here we must mention first of all the Spiri- .

‘tual Exercises, 1nd1v1dually guided, of at least six days.
- The demand for these . is- stronger right along, and impor-=
tant effects are evident from them in the life of “the
groups. The- relaxzonshmp between thé persongl progress of

the one who makes the Exercises and the life of the commu- = -
 nity is at once ev1dent and in fact constltutes the basms,“

of every Cic. S

- In addition,we have started again, w1th some success,
. “CLC weekends" (the name is the same,- but the content has
. changed) for the members of existing CLCs, and for people
who are interested in our way of life. This allows them to
experience the essential elemerits of our style of living.
In doing this, we take our departure above all from what
. was. experienced at the Brixen Formation Course (a TEyetltli
tion of that of Rome '73), chbosing some of the methods
whose form is adapted to our needs, In this work together
in group and these joint activities, what is experienced is
a life in commmnity, the authentlclty of a personal life

: confronted with “the call of Chrlsﬁ - 8 journey together a«,V 

long a common path that flows, from the spirit of the Exer—
cises and the way of 11v1ng that ig common to CIC.

A The*work ofithe groups has been helped too by the for
mation menual drawn up by the CLCs of France. We are in
the process of translating it into German so as to be able-

. to spread iis use more widely. In the ‘same. way we are al-
ways looking for practlcal exercises and different medita-

tion helps Whlch'Wlll bring out the 1mportance of the llbm *:v
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e 818 to our groups‘ long thls line. -we hav also begun-
“to publlsh in our review suggestlons foerLc me‘tlngs root

‘ed in the GP. But beyond thesge opportunltes 2for- ex&hangesvu
“of materlals, for CLC weekends ‘and for personal -exchanges .
'(the next occasion will be in November), our aim.is to car
ry out in Austria in 1976 -a formation course like that of

' Rome 73« The unity between the- nxerclses portlon of it
- and the second week s9531ons ‘seem. to us especlally impor-

‘tant, The partlclpants will come from different geographic
- regions, ‘and there will be enough of them to effectively

" commumnicate the experlence in their own ‘group, or again 0.
create in their region after the course a .new group among
- themselves. For we have. discovered that it is difficult to
- trensmit an experience - when- only one person ‘hes made 1t,
or to integrate persons who have made thls exper;ence into
already exlstlng groups. ‘ .

- But we remazn very dependent o the help of others and "
on the experiences. made .in other countries, both- the succes

Q, ses and the failures; on the help. of the World Federatlon

(for example, its documents.on formation) and PROGRESSIO;
ans especially on the act1v1tles and documents of the Ger-
nan Federatlon (very fortunately,of the same’ languag@ For

k:‘the path of formation is not somethlng statlc, it is al-

- ways determlned by the new needs snd the new dlrectlons of .
Ztoday. ‘ . : ,



http:experienc.es,made.in
http:communica.te
http:tpp1.lbHsh,.in

.

{Continued from page 12] .

icular kind of service . to others. When such gn.fts are
discovered,fostered,and exercised in a Christian- commum.ty, :
they help to build up both the community and the one using
them. Prayer meetings afford the opportunity for people to -
discover what gifts they have, %o learn %o use them for
others, and to benefit from the gifts that others have.
received. As a result,the meetings. are marked by great spon

“teneity; with the act:.ve partlczpa‘t:.on of eaeh accord:mgte

his or her gift. ’ N S .

I venture to say that the "Charismatic Rermewal" has re-
discovered something that was a vital element in the life of =
the early Christian communities, and that it has s’o:néthing ,

to.say to any community ths,t b2 ee.eking to:live a-deeper
Christian life.
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