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WORLD OLG FEDERATION ACQ'IRES'VONSULTATIVE STATUS WITH
,' UNITED NAT ;NS RN

Apgreval ‘ On Aprll 28 1975 follow1ng an appllcatlonnmie~
almoste.year before, Rcland Calcat, Presidéent of the World. '
vederatlon of Christian Life Communltles, recelved notice
that the, WOrld Federation had been approved for consultat-
ive,status as & Non-Governmental Organization . (NGO) with
the'Economlc and (Soclal Council (UNESCO) oj the Hnite

Me g ; Such coneultatlve status includes the rlght :,,rf

:1) Te have someone represent WFCLC at the UN Whenever soj
e de51red. ; ‘ w S
2} T receive the exten31ve documentatlen 'of the Economlcf
p and So01al Coun011 - ’ i
} To. be represented at gatherlngs of the Non—Governmentalé 
Organlzatlons..~ : LT

‘Follow—up The Executive COun01l of- WFCLCwnll dlscuss Soon,
the follow-up to points (1) and (2): how’ and by whom it

= should be ’ represented and whlch documentlon -to recelve,
and 1n 'what language (e) <

An immediate result of WFCLC'S approval as dan NGO was an’
invitation to be.represented at the Tribune (Forum)of Non-
Governmental Organizations linked with the United Nations
‘World Conference on Women in Mexico City June 19-July 2. of
thls year. This conference is- the hlgh point of the 1975
Internatlonal Woman s Year,so de31gnated by - the United Nat
ions: At ths World CLC Feﬁeratlon s reguest, . the ‘Mexican
Fedération agreed to represent CIC at the Forum and two of
Lits leaders, Miss Magdalena. Palencis and Miss Isabel Salas
{sone - readers will remember both of. them.from our Augsburg
‘v73 World CLC Assembly) are taklng part 1n the UN Forum in
- that capaclty. )

* Relevance: The' ChPlStlan Llfe Cemmunltles bellevethatﬁxnr
presencein.UNESCO and its-achivity is a perfect expre831on
of the CLC gpirit, Whese General Prlnclples giveas our' zim
to "work in a spirit of - servzee Ctos establlsh justice and
peace among all men"(?), and whose World Federation Statut
“es (6) include as a- means "aseurlng thé presence. of repree
éntativesin’ prograums: of mnternatlonal cooperatlon wherever:
. 1t may be opportune". e :
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 THRUST OF THE INTEGRATION EXPERIENCE IN THE FIRST WEEK

by "Gilles CUSSON s.j.

-~ Once a solid "foundation" has been laid  for the ex-
perience of spiritual deepening that the Ignatian. Exercis-
es aim at,the entry of the retreatant intc the exercises as
such corresponds to a sp301flc movements: "Our one de31re
-and . choice should be “what is more conduct1Ve to the end
for which we are created" '(conclusion'of the text on the
Principle and Foundation, n® 23). The steps involved in '
this desire to choose and order things rightly is precise

ly what the First Week of the Exercises will describe. It

seems to us that the intuition of Ignatius " here is . the
following: first, to have the retreatant pass through 8
nglobal" stage, which will allow the global vision of
faith (that of the Foundation) to. produce its' first
fruit: liberation in hope and in saving love.- Then ‘the re .
treatant * will be ready to. offer himself for the more rad-
ical step of gospel commitment- whlch the Klngdom and the
~Sec0nd Week will present to him,

'One oan ask Why Ignatlus keeps the retreatant in.
this stage of "globality" - in the First Week (he even .
judged - that a good number of persons could riot go beyond
this stage!), when the desire <that is characteristic of

“the end of +the Foundatior experience already looks to an’

cordering of things and an election (at least, of a choice

of means). Why this sort of prolonging of the. ‘preamble to

an experience which, normally, is already envisioned as

total? What faith requirement'inspires‘Ignatius, and what

'w1sdom prods him - to keep the retreatant in the First Week'
without regard to time and for as long as w111 be necessa-
: ry (see the’ autograph Dlrectorles) 2

To reply to- these questlons, many reasons can be iV
en, which, "in complementlng each other, mark out better
what Ignatlus has in view, above gll in the "full Bxercis~

es" in which the gospel quality of the experlence, if it
’ “to achiéve i%s full 31gn1flcance in the Second Week,
presupposes this _phase. of ‘really effective, 1ntegrat10n,
'set forth in the First Week.  Among these reasons, let us-

»




- note first‘the?Simple,factnthat;A~theologically, salvation
- begins with deliverance from evil; that reconciliation at
" the deepest level of our being precedes entry into union;
in the salvatlon plan of God - ‘as set forth in 411 of reve-
. lation; and. that entire - and radical commitment (in the

* gense of the 'more"). to. ‘the following of Christ -for the -

‘building of the Kingdom, demands a freedom which 'is a
profound liberation. in faith. There you see the elements

i5 th1ch help us - to determine the objective of - the First
"Week. But in the end it is “the very truth of our falth

that is, of the dynamic of g faith really sltuated in ex-
istence {(rols of the Foundatlon) which places the retreat-
ant ~face to. face with the llVlng reallty‘of Evml, as it
surrounds us - and lives w1th1n us, ‘ =

And 'through thes'eé insisfuenti challenges that Evil ad-
.dresses to his faith and lope; . the retreatant will under-
take an effective effort at integration. It is a wmatter

o of hls arriving, -with the grace of God, at this Iibera-

tion brought him by -~ the history of salvation experienced:
'in -the concréte life of the person. Only then, in the
‘freedom of "the sons of God", will a new and radical ex-.
perience of configuration- ‘to Christ in the Second Week,
in the light of the Word and under the influence .of the
- Splrlt ‘be made truly possible ... In other words, one
. does 'not have a choice about belng in %$he Pirst or in-the
-Second Week of :the Exerclses. It is a matter of the deep-
'enlng and effectlveness of the life of faithy which re~.
‘mains the obJect of further apprentlceshlp, formatlon and
practlcal exerelses, effective through the grace of God

: The object of the First”Week’can then be,morélclear~y
- ly defined thus: in the light “of the faith ’that>we“havéﬂ
fostered durlng the "meditation  on the Foundatlon"f and in
the course of which we have learned ‘better to situate our-
" selves, to face dlrectly the very concrete -question of Bvs
'il, of the evil that runs through the entire history of

fQMthe world past and present  and- through our own life. “And

we do this.in. order to enter with greater effectlvness irpe
"~ to  the very real. v1ctory of. the Risen One. ‘our faith; in
fact, needs this confrontatlon in order to be authentlc.
That is why it takes up, f1n the’ Flrst Week the challenge
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presented to the hope. it is building within'us, and in-
volves us 1in this experlenee that I call .the "experience
of 1ntegrat10n." ) ~ ’ :

Let us now speclfy of what sort of 1ntegrat10n there‘
is question. Here it is important to distinguish between
the different forms that evil & takes in the world: those-
that ~stem in part from humen freedom (such as sin), and
those that are linked with our created. and limited nature
(suffering and death). We know that salvation- ‘history has
not come. to eliminate by magic these dlfferent forms of:-

evil, Human liberty can, through an increase of gustice.‘ 

and love, acquire the capacity .to combat moral evil and

its consequences of every sort, "As for physical or natur-

al evil, it is to a viectory that is unexpected, gratui-
tous, and assured- in the person of Christ that creation

in its forward march, fundamentally crlented towards Life,

leads us. :

Finally, .it is in taklng up . agaln the 1nner threadw
-of the Foundatlon medltatlon, which-is an experlence of .
God Alive and of Christ the Life, that the retreatant.

can focus on the reality of evil past and present in Or=-
der to learn how to live effectively, in spite of ev1lt‘
angd, through evil,  in. the hope revealed to him by the in-
destructible 10ve of God as shown in' Christ the Savioun
Basing himself on this indestructible 1ove, aware too at
the same time of his- own radical poverty, he will hand
himself over unconditionally to the action of God 'as it |
is experienced in the history of sinful humanity and in hls.
own limited life. Two Scrlpture texts describe well the
goal of this effort of integration, - which is to be lib-
erated for a fotal commltment made in love: o

Love will come £6 its perfectlon
in us

when we can face ﬁhe day of Judgement
without fear
because even  in this ‘world

- we have become as he is.
In lave there can be no fear,

“but fear is driven ‘out’

- by perfect love,




' because to fear

is to expect punlshment

and anyone who is afraid
,iS;still imperfect in love. -
We are. to. love, then,. -
‘because he loved us flrst:

NEE John 4'17 19)' 

For the 1ove of Chrlst drlves us on-

(2 Cor. 51 14)

At tne elose of thls short expose, 1t would remain to.j
- Bhow how the pedagogy of the exercises proposed by 8t Ja-

natius in the First Week . 'is effectlvely directed to this =

frult of liberation in sav1ng love.. Thus it means, while
‘respectlng the rhythm of each one and'exafcising oneself.
-according as the. Spirit 1eads, “fo advance toward this
. goal of commltment “to which the experience of the #com—';
" plete EXGTOlSES" as St. Ighatius conceived them . invites
us .. . ~ . : . B



http:WQ1.j.ld

nc;on s mzmm;, HAVE W DOUBT ABOU‘T I "

Paul ROGER-BALBERT 5. .

" Many readers’ of PROGRESSIO w111 r‘emember Fath
T er Roger—Dalbert He was,. durlng flfteen‘
. years,- natlonal CIC ecc1651ast1cal a351stant
in France . and the person malnly respon31ble'
' for” shaplng thelr foundation and growth in
that country.  The pages that. follow are not
an "article", but lengthy excerpts of a rec— .
ent letter that he addressed to his friends.

. For .us, members of CIC, who seek to live out
in -our lives ‘a preference for the very.poor
and "to give witness by a poor -and simple.
life, .as -an- expressioh .-of = our ' prophetic
stance and of our charism", this witness of '
one of our assistants rings ‘true and chal-
‘lenges us. We'are happy to offer 1t for us
all to reflect o, (Edtlor‘s Note) L a

L stlll am part of the small team of Jesuits 1odged5
in. La Busserlne {the name of the low—cost hou31ng sector
here “on the outsklrts of MarSELlles) The team underwent
a change last September-' Two, who had come ten years ago
or so when the buildings and the ‘concrete stories .were
going up (goodbye to the plnesf), left . for other tasks,
Two others  just arrived and now we are Tour agaln,‘ 11v1ng
in two dlfferent h0u51ng proaects There is Andre, an elec
trician; another Andre (whom we call Andries, to keep’ them
separate), who is a lathe operator ‘by trade; Georges, whoV"
 is 'a manager in 'a food store, . and who will be’ ordalned a
priest in Jume; and me, as before an - 1nf1rmarlan at the
- same cllnlc.' A fifth, Roland, forms part of our communlw‘
“ty; he is an.electrlclan on a frelghter, which right now
ig plylng ‘between Marsellles "and Abidjan in, Ivery Coast,
with bananas in cold storage. o e ; —_—

=

It is a- young team- I'm the oldest of the group,, é~

”mong my four companions, the oldest 1s thlrty-three. Have?iﬂ/r

no fears, our boat "ILa Bousserlne" has no hankering to
- 'stgy anchored in the 014 Port... . - ,




: So we all have a profe331on 'or trade. ‘It eeeméd'to~
:‘us ‘erucial - that those +who live" here,, all of the worklng‘
class, see in. the prlests “that we are people who are in
]solldarlty with them, 11V1ng on their salaries alone.a The
. 1ife of'a ‘wage~earner - I have experlenced this now -for
“*two—and-a-half years - creates a’.¢common llfe style and
'draws people together 1n a. strange way.k It rmeans. too that. -

e_‘one sees thlngs, people, polltleal llfe and the sconomic

'crlsls w1th “the eyes “of those who are &t the bottem oft
kfethe salary scale, which i$ not - such a bad. idea when one'
‘”,has to announce the Gospel.ki y Y :

. So- it is at nlght after work or on weekends, that
we meet the people of .the nelghborhocd * helping the moth
ers who act as catechlsts, preparlng with parents the bap—
tism  of their offspr1ng,< rece1v1ng engaged couples who-
-are planning marriage, brlnglng the young people together,’
'”v131t1ng femilies, -etc. That makes for rather full days,
- but -that's . what -we. wart, ~thinking that a new kind ‘of
prlestly presence must be ‘sought, one that fits in better
‘with the life. of people today. And on Sunday night we -
close our doors in order to reflect, -evaluate, and pray .
“together. PR S S :

; Also, our contacts w1th people go beyond rellglous
‘life . as ‘such (catechetlcs, sacraments, Eucharistic assem-
blies).  They are the things that nelghbors do, rendering

small serv1ces,‘ conversations as we go for bread “and
‘w1ne @ommentlng meanwhlle .on the endives or the artlchokeSg
. whose prlce goes up all: ‘the flme...). ‘With certain ones
" we' are already.frlends. I find that the contacts come a-.
" bove - all from the living condltlcns “we are - subject to
here. ' And since these are’ lamentable, it often starts
. with complalnts aﬂalnet «.» 1if One only knew exactly who..
» Anyhow, 1t 13 the basis for 1n1t1a1 contacts. )

o S0, - for example, I belong to, 31nce two months ago;
“the Association of. Renters . of the. hou31ng'progect Where I

- live, - or, . more. exactly, of the Assoclatlon board " The

. elevators, Yyou see, don‘t work well. " They are out -of
" order for days on- end - which is. not very convenlent when
~ “you live on the 8th or the 15th floor. They no longer ¢on-
" form to safety regulatlons, as, our aseoelatlon alerted the
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owﬁers last July. And now ten &ays ago, an elevatar cage'

plunge& down - about five feét A pregnant woman with her

two little children was inside; and there” were. some bruis-
es  and a case of nerves. S0 the Assoeciation © of renters
decided ‘to sue the -company: that owns the building. Every
night some.of us from the board stop by each of the 250
rventers to ask their signature and 10 francs’ toAsecurei:
justice. We explain, we listen to their expressions of
regret, while eating their cookies. Sometimes it goes far-
ther than regrets and cookies... Over and above this 'spe-
cific action of self-defense we aim.at creating a solidar—
ity between all people who live in this area where 'y oOne-
must say it plalnly, 11v1ng is difficult.,

* Living is dlfflcult Even, one can say, 1t is impos—
sible to-live, even o the minimum degree, 2 balanced hum-
an life. That is the predominant impression I retain from
the two years T have now lived in La Busserlne.

, Too many people in too fewvsquare meters. Too many
different people (from all the Mediterranean countries,

from the. African coast, the West Indies,;.,)l' not pre- =

pared to live together. And from this comes a mutual mis-
trust, easily degenerating into. . racist reactions. Too
many parents . who no longer know how to haridle their chil-
dren who, very soon, for lack of playing space and some-
thing intelligent to do, escape from their control, and

turh to thievery and lootirg. Too many poor, utterly pol- o

arized by simply the demands of material existence, Wwear-
y of it all, for whom the end of the month comes- like a
nightmare..., And so, nervous depressions, violent reac-
tions agalnst nelghbors who make noise, etc...

In a word, the norms of an elementary 3001al Llfe,
are lacking. The Provence. countryside is only . two steps
away.. But here it is an.ant~heap, where the ants have but
-one’ soul, a, soul searchlng for happlness.

In'the face of that, . the. hou81ng proaect proprletors :
just let thlngs run down,..‘ ‘They keep .nothing up, - they
don't make repairs_ (they don't forget, though, to raise
their charges, - including the rent and that for the eleva--
tor). - What to do? It's made of asphalt... ‘The -urban plan-
ners and the ‘promoters have simply, e 1ther by lack of re-

-9
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'flectlon or greed for proflt made a mlstake.' But this is
such a blg one... L

' Besides, in the judgement of experts, %this life in-
the housing projects is bound to be more or less a short—
term thing. Dangerous  phenomena . are. developing. here,
which are getting out .of control, such as the number of
youths who simply loaf, violence (unemployment is high a-
" mong the young people of 16-20 years of age, and that ac-—
- celerates the process)., One day it will crack wide open -
that is the 1mpr3331on one has. -The people will be "fed
U up™ with things, they will just leave (even now they leave
just as soon as they can), or they will revolt.

-~ As you see, the picture iz quite somber.., But even
. when one has been here a long time, the feeling of desper-
~ation remains. One doesn't get accustomed to the ant-heap.

' And,yet, it is in this soil that the good seed takes
root.- And why not? These men and women, these youngsters,
subject to inhuman conditions, -are they not.creatures of
the Good God? I tell myself that often. And the human sub-
-stratum here is oddly powerful. In spite of all, the good
's0il of men. pushes up and breaks -through the asphalt...
How many kind reactions among the people what -a Jjoy of
llVlng among the chlldren', .

‘ Well, it is with them that we work - and with enthus~
‘iasm, I think. A few other- ‘Christians. are at work too, and
some. of them really. actlve in the neighborhood. A small.
_group, qulte modest; quite surrounded by the others which.
must become the core of a- Chrlstlan 11fe communlty.

. In  the face of all that welghs' these people &own,
. one. must recognize that the hope for a better life is Dbe-
ing carried at present by a handful of persons: a few Com-
mmnists, a few Chrlstlans,' a few good souls, who get to-
getheér often enough to forge a greater solidarity among
themselves, 1o defend the interests of -everyone, %o wake
up - the people to.a certain collectlve awareness. God is
,there, have no, doubt about it,

So there you have our 11fe at La Busserlne,'kar rathwf
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er a part of it, For the othér part- of my days is spent
helping out in the bone surgery department of a big- clxn—~‘
ic, mot far from here. My courses. in medical technology
that I followed for'a year at the anti-cancer . center fin-
1shed a month ago. So I now work 42 hours a week din the
clinic where T took my first plunge a year and a half ago.

I feel- at home in my sector - of work: Oﬁe' Strikes*
roots there. Erlendshlp with the persomnel has grown (they
all kmow I am a priest). 4s for the sick, of whom many
come from our neighborhood {the clinic ig linked up with
the Social Security system), when they are hospitalized
for some llttle period of tlme, links w1th them are forged
too. , ‘

Wlll I stay here° Or agaln, w1ll I orlent myself to~
ward the departmental hospital for the aged, where so man-
-y end their days 1in lamentable conditions {(difficult even
to imagine-in France of 1975). Hundreds of honest workers,
whom * our capitalist society has simply tossed aside after
having made use of them. Profits are somewhere else...
Perhaps the Gospel witness for wus should be there? In any
case, it is a guestion that I pose for myself, to be dis-
cussed with my companlons as we look to the future.

This life 1is quite a change from that whlch I led at
Paris or on the streets of Toulouse, Lille, Nantes... But
T find it marvelous. Less of a "chief of staff" “certain-
ly. MNore ndown to earth", Wot -always easy, but. furnlshlng X
S0 ¢ many flne surprlses. What fine specimens ofvhumanlty
there are among simple people, even when one encloses
them in walls of asphalt! In all truth, the light of * the :
Word made flesh enllghtens every human being.

"How dld I arrive at the life I am leading now? .By =z .
journey in which the Chrlstlan Life Communltles played a-
~de0181ve part .

As a young prlest ‘I wanted to become a priest—work-
er. This was impossible when T was 30 years of age. Cir-
cumstances JTed me ‘then to share, during 15 years, the
growth of CLC. It was in living with these lay <friends

and ‘these Commmities that my conviction was strengthened:

-1
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fthat to give oneself to the Lord for the work of the Gos*
pel,’ and to enter 1nto solldarlty with the very poor and :
'w1th thelr struggle for llberatlon, were intimately linked
with each other, And it was with these same friends that
T learned to "discern together" the paths  -to,follow in or—
der to be faithful, with-the same love, to the call of God
»,and ‘the- calls of men, "

So when at a certaln p01nt in my life the guestion
came up: where now? it was at one and the same time thanks
to  the Spiritual Exercises  and thanks = to my friends in
the Christian Life Communities, that I decided to ask my
superiors ~to send me to the apostolate that I am carrying
out today. Without the Exercises, without ‘the "inspira-

“tion" of CLC, without "my companions, 1 do not think: I
would have. been capable -of taklng this- step.
















C.L.C. : A FAMILY AFFATR

© by Stan and Jane GOGOL

We,a CIC family now for 16 years,would like to share
with membeér everywhere sometnfour hopes Joys, successes ‘and
,fallures. L

' We find one of the greatest assests as far as’ the
family is concerned is to visit and stay withk other CIC
families. Our” chlldren get a chance to see other people
who belleve as we do, have the aame Splrlt and are striv-
ing to be more Chrlst~11ke.,Thls is a living w1tness of our
family before others and gives our. family other-living
witnesses -of what we are diming  at. .Three years ago we
travelled around the country for about 10 days, staying
with four CIC families in different parts of the country .
 We planned it this way purposely for ‘the benefit of allof
us. This experience is one we will never forget. Not only
did we see more of the country, customs, etc. but we met .
many fine people. BEvery famlly we stayed with dlsplayed
that unique CIC spirit that is second to none in the world.
'Instant friendship, even though we were strangers’ but :a
few: minutes- before. Instant sharing ata very beautiful
level ‘of life and splrltualmty. We .were closer than family
to them; and what more can we say. We ppayed ~together,
celebrated liturgy together, met with their CICs. Whether
any of us realize it or not, we of CLC have.a very strong
bond that transcends. the natural, Our children enjoyed this
‘a8 much as we did and shared very . well We would recommend :
‘this for all to try out ’

"~ 0h our,part,;aS'é“kind bf,recigrbcify3,ﬁeiinvite: and
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7fkeep our home open for any and all CLCers comlng'k>Toledo.
" “We have had many v131tors _from other parts of the country
o our home- with the same wonderful experlence.; We need
.- each cher,to_glve this klnd.afw1tne851ng,tp our families.

. ' Some years ago when I was on the National CIC Board
and in charge of frequent large liturgies I tried to. incorp
orate the family in working on these as much as possible, I
‘generally did the plaining and tested them out oo Jane, and
- then the family would work an various elements of the liturgy
themselves. When making one of our explodable or puzzle post
"ers weé would have as many as six .of the children making
- parts, painting,etc. Many hours of pleasure our family has
had doing -this kind of thing. for CLC. Then. the family would

- _come with us to the National CIC: Conventlon, meet more

‘people, and see their handiwork put %o use. Both Jane and I
..feel this kind of sharing has. brought our family closer
rogether. T fact when our last daughter got married shée had
. a shower and invited many women, After it was over she re-
. marked that this was really the only family she had. . This
',klnd -of communlty I would like +to foster the world oVer.

' Three years ago I had to withdraw somewhat = from CILC
participation because I was stﬁyingito become 4 deacon, but’
always kept in touch. After three years of study and work I
can truthfully say ‘that I was | well prepared for all my
: studles dug prlmarlly to CIC partlclpatlon and the splniual

o Exer01ses. Through the Exercises-I had made the commitment.

" to the diaconate. Of course this was a family decision,

~ :made strictly in faith. ‘None of us really knew -what this

. would involve. The- dlaconate I congider merely an extension
~of CLC. The Church.has called.andthen the - ‘Holy Splrlt con-"
flrmed thls call and I was ordalned a year ago. - - ‘

Agaln, uslng CIC dlrectlon I chose to enter into the
s00131-3ust10emand-act10n fleld of .this diocese. Presently
I am-working part -time for the diocesan director, helping
parishes ,organlze ‘social action committees - of the parish

L »counclls‘ To date there are three well establlshed commlt—"
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tees out of the nine parlshes a831gned to me. When I start
‘ed there were none. Again CIC background mﬂped enormously. 
T can now thank all’ my CLC-instructors for the help they
gave me and can truly say- their formation was not in vain.

Along with this ministry of social action,; I went into
~ the ministry to the aged and sick in the convalescent homes.-
~ Jane was by my side when I started out. She assisted me,
encouraged me and gave me some very helpful tips on what I
~was doing wrong. She glso made vestments for me to use for
the diaconal ministry. These I wear while serving on the
altar as well as at the homes. ‘ .

A strange phenomenon is the nursing Or convalescent
homes, In Toledo,a population of 400.000 people, there are
- 48 of these homes with approximately 3000 catholics. Most
of them are elderly,sick and have given their lives to.the,:
Church. Now when they need the Church most, where is it ¢
Far too few prlests to do the job, and so 1n justice I con
sider this to be aprime mlnlstry. I hold communion services:
- w1th scripture readings, give a homily and distribute com-
munion and finish with prayers. Then‘Iv1arteach bed-ridden
patient and give them communion., Every Sunday I go to some
home todo. this. Along with Jane (sometlmes) there are some
young teenage gxrls who play and sing at the services for
the people. Their presence isa tremendous help and a neceg
sity. The presenceof the Bucharist and the witness o Christ
given by us is a powerful combination to these people, The
response we receive from the people says it all. They love
the Bucharist, the church and their clergy. We are fer too
little active in this effort and agaln I would encourage
- this to be done by others.

Jane has more time m her hands gince the children are
all in-school now. She presently is a teacher's. aide at dur
ungraded ‘school in the central city of Toledo. This excellent
school is the result. of the work of .many people. from our
CIL¢ as well as others. This school is a bulwark against
poverty,lgnorance, race hatred and 1nd1fference, This is a'
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" parish schodl open to the communit‘y,' staffed by the Notre
* Dame Sisters, and supported Wy gt least 200 teachers' aides,
-none of whom get any pay. Jane is one of the teachers' aides;
- assisting in science and arts. The school is 50% black, 25%

"~ Mexican and 25% Anglo-white. It uses also ungraded teaching

‘along the Montessori method. to the poor, underprivileged
cand uncultured with outstanding results. She also particip
- ates is fund-raising for the school. On the side she teaches
. cake-decoratlng to other members of the CLC.

Jane is chairman of the Liturgy Committee o the parish.
- Together we plan liturgies for the parish. and then present
‘them as 1deas to the committes. We gre not always success—~
ful but We always make them thlnk. Then asa deacon I can
‘assist at the altar to make the llturgles more meaningful
for the people. This commlttee is one where attendance is
good.

In het spare time Jane is chairman (of the religious

" group of the parish, a group of ladies who want to do more

. and grow closer‘ﬁ>0hrlst This is a very successful group,
" not in numbers but in commltment and partlclpatlon‘ ‘

We still have time for the many demands of the family,
Presently we have nine children,six married, with: ten grand
children. I have had +the honor to baptize two of my own
nrandchlldren which could on]y happen I today's church. This
. in itself is an awe-inspiring thing. To know that you .are
' introducing this child to Christ for the first time brings
a great deal of mystery and wander to this great evert, -

) Waere .do we get our strength? Consult the General
© Principles, it is all. there. Great Love for: the Bucharist,

_many hours of prayer,. especlally the Spiritual Exercises, .
is - our foundation.Ttis Qur Lord Jesus who is at work in us

and ‘through us: that:s the only amnswer. He ig the strength
. of our weakness and’ the strength of our strength, "I can
.. truly say that Christ hag used us ‘to achieve His. works. We ..
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have had thls experlence many tlmes and oan w:.tness to thls-
fact. I 'can also- testify to the time-worn statement mg1l
t’hings are. possible with Christ." We fail only when we -try.
to do things without Our Lord. This family then is a living
w:l.tness to the power of Christ and. the power of His love =
for all of us. For with us His love reigns supreme.




i DIFFERENT WAYS TO PRAY

by Josette BEAUBIEN

In the Janaary,1975 Progreésio we todk'up'préparation‘

-~ for prayer and in the May issue ~we: took a look at bodily

S positions in prayer. .Now we will con31der dlfferent ways
of praylng._ : o - -

iv Stop - Look = Llsten

- STOP-LOOK—LISTEV Three key words that sum up the ‘in-
;jterlor activity of the person who wants to meet God in pray -
_er,. These threeé mctivitiés are 1mportant not just for the
"veginning = of prayer but all durlng the encounter that we -

have with Jesus Chrlst - ’

‘3  Stogv: To- stop before the person’ one is meetlngnszxielemen'
. tary gesture of courtesy. At the. moment that we meet the
"Lor& let us begin by stopping, not only on the outside but

above all on the inside, Silence of heart and of mind, si-
lence of thoughts and of 1mag1nat10n, silence t6 hear God,

a!,who speaks very softly, We remember the meetlngof God. w1th'

Eliah. at Horeb. God had made an appointment with: Ellah(forf
prayer is an agppointment . with ued) There came a mighty
wind, says Scripture; ‘but God was not in the mighty wind.
‘\There came an earthquake, then.a flre, but God was not in -
- the earthquake nor'in the fire. There came a gentle breeze,:
~and.God was in the soft breeze (1 Kings [or,xnoertaln edit

© iems, 3 Kings] 19:11-13). .God does not usually speak in .
- noise and ctlamor. One must be- 311ent to hear him. ‘

- Look~ We -can 100k at the God with whom we have enteredlﬁto;
'dlalogue, since "the kingdom of uOd" recalls Jesus, "is.
within you" (ILuke- 17:21), "If anyone. 1oves me; he will keep
my word, and my Father will love him we will .come to him, -
. and make our home with him" (John 14:23)..So I look at Jes
" us, the human face of the tendernessof God. I look at chim
- with the eyes of the heart, for "one does not: see well ex—
~cept with one's" heart", réemarks St. =Bxupery; what is o eg-
sential is invisible .to the eyes". That essential, for us,

is Jesus Ghrlst Prayer is ‘a heart-to-heart. talk wmth him, o

'_‘for one prays as one 1oves, mostly w1th one s heart

-’:22 -
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A1l Quring prayer, let us keep our- eyes flxed onh:un%j

- who keeps his omn contmually fixed on us. By. accustommg S

ourselves to lock alb Jesus in prayer, we will - become accus
“tomed to see him everywhsere, in each. pexson and in. each e-“_
. ven’c It is thls wh::.ch w1ll gnre our’ 11fs its tme dz.men—-‘

L:Lsten- Slnce pra,yerls adnalcgue we must llsten “to whatGod‘
wantis o say o -us, For that-we need fo make ourselves open,

: receptlve,poor, like one who has scme‘chlng to' receive. For - -

God reveals himgelf, it is not we who allure him. We think
of the time when someone ifi the crowd cried. out %o Jesuss:
"I-Iappy ‘the womb. that bore you!", And dJesus rephed- "Rath—
‘ery, happy are those who hear thie word of God and keep. it»
- {Iuke 11:27- 28). The Word that I receive,it is Jesus Christ

. h,}_mself It is he who will. transform me,. God .assures mes . -
 "The word that goes out from mouth will not return to me.em

~pty, without carrying outmy will and accompllshmg what 11:»
was sent to ‘dov (Isalah 55:11)..

If we vaulre the habit.of I.lstemng to God :Ln prayer‘,
we will become able to.- listen to. cur brothers. Too many em
counters are’ summed up as a monologue ©f ohe person before -
-another! ' Done-in that way,. how.is it possible to bring a -
true response to the ‘real needs of our.vrothers? Is not the
greatest service we can render them to brlng them the T
sponse -of God? He is the true leerator of each person and
of all people. .In his school,we learn to pray in oraer bet .
‘ter to love. '

andlng one's own. w@y cf ylng

o Stop—look-llsten.~ H‘ava.ng grasped these basic act1v1—
“ties, . we canm. now. ‘look. at the, different methods of prayer
suggested by St. Ignatlus ur the Splrltual Exerc:.ses. :

1. Prayer that takes ifs’ start from ohe's body (Sp.EX. 24’7-—,;7'” -

. 248) ‘and from all that one is (246),prayer that begins with.
the demands of. one's baptismal commitment: (238-245), there
yau have what St. TIgnatius. grnoups together under the expres_, -
sion "the first method of ;prayer" - T '

24 In “the Same ve:l.n *bhe Exermses propose subaecta and meth
‘ods of prayer that begln wn.’ch what one has that is most per.

sonal: .ome's daily life and one's interior world, affected .

by the action: o:t' dli‘:ﬁ‘erent spn,rn.’cs { general and. partlcularf
examens, ?.4-26 43) 3 one's personal salvatlon ‘history (medi
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~,}”tatlon on personal 81n, B 61"oontemplat10n to naln love,‘
234, ‘first p01nt) . : :

©3,°To let rlpen Ax prayer a de0151on to be taken (notes on
. the- electlon, 168-189; rules ‘for the distribution of alms;
one could speak here too of "how to ‘divide and spend one's

time", 338-343), who does not recognize that this is an ap
‘proach that 1nt1mately llnks prayer.-and actlon, faith and

: 1ife, reflection.and oomm1tment¢ -

iAlong61de these startlng p01nts, which are dlreotly relat—
ed to the subjective situation of each one, Ignatlus sug-
gest others, more: obgectmve. : : ' -

4 PraYer ‘that takes ~its origin - from the external world

“that surrounds us  and from what our brothers mean for us
(contemplation to -obtain love, 235-238) is a form of prayer .
that initiates or furthers.a movement- of our attentlonaway'
from ourselves. - :

5. To deepen our appreoxatlon of . the 1mpllcat10ns of an e-

o vent by trying to view it as God does, St. Ignatius propos

es the “medltatlon.mathe powers of the soul" (45-54), which’
“one can make use of every Dbit- as well for prayer on an e-
vent described in the dally newspaperor on. television news.

6. To contemplate at length and 1ov1ngly the person of Jes
fusj by making oneself present to his life very'concretely, .
‘?*51mply, almost naively,: this is a way %o pray that returns
“ - all through three weeks of the’ Exerolses, from the Incarna
- tion of Christ (101—109) up- %o the Ascen81on (31l2). '

7. To give a new taste tO»vocal prayersu “that have beoome -
“frite through frequent usage, but also to moderate our owmn
-expressions of piety and keep them from becoming excessive
“or'too subgeotlve Ignatius suggests . contemplating and savor
ing lelsurely the - words of this or that vooal pray@r(amond
‘ method of prayer, 249—257) o

o 8 At the polnt where. the sentlent ané the splrltual most‘
" closely touch each other he does not hesltage to suggests
*the applylng of the flve senses” in order to: grasp Antui-=
tively spiritual realities elther the most. dlsooncertlng:
(meditation anhell, 5~7l) or “the most marvelous (theeartho‘
1y -life of Jesus, 121-126 128, 206, 226) '

»f?9. Along ths llnes of the 1ntu1tlon.ofthe orlental mystlcs,
;'who are. llttle 1nc11ned to a body-soul dlchotomy, Ignatlus
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;1ndlcates a. method of praylng “by rhythm" which unltes in .
-thé same movement the 81gh of braathlng and that of’ tho
" heart (258~260)

10. Flnally, from the beglnnlng to the end of the- Exerc;s-
T es, Ignatlus is not. afraid to invite the retreatant to make
~a repetition of the preceding prayers (62 64, 99, 118—119,
. 128-129, 148, 159, 204, 226}, so as to rid the prayer of
" what in it might be focused £00 much. on. the curious, or.
purely due to lmpulse, and to make the heart more and nore -
" attentive to the 1nf1n1tely personal touch of the Spirit in
- each one.. SR '

«

11l. Even the evaluatlon of the pray@} becomes‘a kind of
prayer (77).. ‘ ‘ o \ o

‘The above llstlng may be a bit overly schematic, yet
it gives an idea of the ‘eminently flexible pédagogy of St..
fIgnatlus, and of his Very practical approach. Whatever the
point of departure suggested for the retréatant's prayer,
whatever the method proposed,. Ignatius has one thing in
mind: that the humasn will coincide with .that of the ILord,
in an active and loving adhesion < to his plan of Love. In
this enterprise he involveés all the energies and mobilizes
all -the powers of the person: the bodily senses, the imag-
inative or spiritual senses, the memory, the intelligence,
the will. He makes use of with the. same freedom events ap-
parently the most ordinary or mysterles the most elevated,
the most transparent: vocal prayer or the most ambiguous in
terior movements, memories that 'dwell in the heart or
gituations that call for a decision. '

Jesus,; being constantly united with his Father, was ab’
. le to -work effectively. for the salvation of his brothers.
The goal of prayer is to make of us "confemplatives ih ag~
tion",after the manner-of Jesus. The-way we make use of to
pray-is guite Secondary. What is gssential is’ to. ‘meet God,
to open ourselves to him, . and above all, %o let him open -
himself tous: "I call you frierds, because all that I have
learned from:my. Father, T have made lmown to you"(Jokn 15:
c.15) . It is up to each one to find his owr form of - ‘prayer,
* that which will stir up the Spirit within him. Because she.
believed in the Wcrd of God .and was faithful. to it to the
“end, Mary can teach us to pray,. to dlscover the Word of
God, ‘and to give a clear and generous response to this Love :
- which calls us to serve the Lord and -.our brothers and sis
c ters in the world today. : N . o 25
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INT”RNATIONAL wem's YEAR : A CHALIENGE 10 CIC

L *

THE EVENT

.~ The UNITED VATIONS has de31gnated 1975 as Internatlon—
gl Woman's. Year.

“-,IneSOVdoing,Ait aesignedhae its theme : .
‘éeegualitzv: promotlng equallty between men and women
- develogment H ensurlng the full 1ntegration of womeni
in the total effort for economlc, social and cultur-

al development at natlonal kreglonal and 1nternatlon'
al levels°

- peace recognlzlng the 1mportanee of woman's .in- .
crea31ng contribution to development- of frlendly re-
‘lations and co-operatlon between states. —and to the
 §trengthening of peace in the world ' '

- As part of the Year, a United Natlons Conference on
WQman will’ take place in Mex1co Clty Juné 19 July 2.

THE CONCERN QF THE- PEOPLE OF GOD

- Vatlcan Gounell II :

“The hcur is: coming, in fact has come, when the
vocation of woman is being achieved in. 1ts fulle -
ness, the hour in which. woman acquires in the |
world an 1nfluence, an’ effect and a power, nev
er hitheérto achleved n .

(Message at Solemn 01031ng, December 8 1965)'

- Paul VI :

“There 1s 50 much to be done in thls fleld' Is i%
necessary to point out that there are still mlll
ions of women who do not enjoy essential rlghteu
nor elementary marks afrespect?,..lt is the whole
fchurch that is concerned; it is in the local com
S mmities - that we must encourage a review. of llfe*
“oes88 to women's partlolpatlon in 5001a1 1life on
the one hand, end.nlthe mleelon of the Church on
_the other. S
{ Address to COmmlttee for Internatlonal,Women s
Year, Aprll 18, 1975 ) ‘ '
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‘WHAT TQ - DO : e

The Study. Comm1381on on Woman 1n.8001ety and the church
establlshed by Pope Paul .already ‘in 1973, has prepared
a Study Kit with background -on the topic. and suggestions
as to the. dlrectlon committed Christian actlon might takeg
Here are some brief excerpts-

«3001a1; economlc and polltlcal action

“Programs and activities should be dlrected towards cer—~
‘tain specific goals :
full equality before the 1aw o - ,
equality in meetlng health needs and pnoviding social
services . ,
.eliminating 1111ter&cy and ensurlng equallty of educa—
tional opportunity in all fields... :
- equality of rights and responsibilities in the family .
equality of economic rlghts, improvement of living and
worklng conditions, improvement in‘ the quallty’af rural
life and in the status of rural women
. protection of working mothers... (vacatlons leave .of ab-
sence, refresher courses)
struggle - ‘agalnst prostltutlen,and partlcularly agalnst
its "regulation" :
opportunity for women as well as men to take a full
part in ‘decision-making at all levels. .

EquallAy within the Church : Aguestlons for reflection as-
@ basis for action : i S ' -
"Questions for the local Churches s - S .
- To what. extent do women - sisters or lay persons, mar-
ried or single = eontrlbute to the life of the ecele31~

al community 7
- In mixed a55001at10ns, do women share: the real resp0n~
-sibilities ? If not,; why not ¢ - ) -
- Have lay mlnlstrles ‘open to women been experienced
- Wheh women are asked to.undertake serv1ce 1nvolv1ng re~
spon51b111t1es, is ‘this done : -
. - €48 a concession or prrv1lege ? _—
- only because there are no men- available ? o
-~ or rather, because their character as baptlzed per— .
sons and thelr personal aptltudes are. belng recog—”f
‘nized.?
An-article reéflecting vonjthiS‘theme,in more depth.
- will appear. later, following the UN Conference:
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