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: On April 28, '1975, fCll,c~ing anapplicaticnmaie· 
a year befcre,Rcland Calcat, Presidentcf the Wcrld .. 

of Christian Life Ccmmunitres, received notice 
the. Wbrid Federation had been approved fcr ccnsultat- . 

he,status as i3- Ncn...:Gcvernmi:lntal Organization (NGO) with 
the Econcmic . and Sccial Ccuncil (UNESCO) cf the United; 

includes the righ.t: 

l)TQhave scmecne representWFCLC at the 'UN wheil~ver 
'.desJred. ..' . . .... .' ..... . 
g);'To.receive the' extensive dccumentation ' cf the Ec.oncmic 

and SocialCbuncil. 
})Tcberepresented at gatherings ofthe. Ncn":'Governmental· 

.organizations. . '. 

Fcllow-up: .The Executive Ccuncil cf WFC.LC w:i11,.discussBcon. 
the fOllow-up to. pcints (1) and (2): hew aild by whem 'i~ 
shculd be' r'epresented, and' which dccumention . to. receive 
and what langu.age (s). 

An immediate result cf WFCLC's apprcval as an NGO was an 
. invi tatien to. be represented at the TribJ;Ule (Forum) at' Nen-
Gcvernmental Organizaticns .linked with the urii ted Natiens 

'WorldConfere.nc,e cn Women in jYIexicc Ci<ty June 19-July 2 c·f 
.this. YElar.This Ccnference. is thehi'gh p.oint of the 1975 
International WCman's Year,so designated by the United Na.! 
icns; At the ,World' CtCFederation's request,the Mexican 
Federaticn agreed to. 'represent CLCat the Fcrum , and two. cf 

. its leaders, Miss Magdalena:?alencia and Miss Isabel Salas 
(scme readers will remember bothef themfrcm cur Augsburg 
'7} Werld CLC Assembly) are taking partintneUN Fe'rum in 
thatcapaci:ty. 

Relev/:Ulce: The Christian Life Coinn;rurii ties believe that their 
pr,esence inUNE:SCO and itsac~ivity is a perfect expression 
'cf theCLCsp:i,rit, whose Gene.ralPrinciples give as .em:' aim 
to. "wcrk in aspirit cf servioe. t.e establish justice and 
peace amcngall men·i (7), imdwhcse Wcrld Federation'Statut 
es (6) include. as a· J'll.eans "assurihg .t:p.e prel;lence 'of .repres 
entatives:inprpgrams cfinilernational coopera.tion wherever 
it may 'be CPPOrt'Ulle". 
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THRU5TOF THE INTEGRAT,IONE~RIENCE IN THE FIRST. WEEK 

by 'Gilles CUSSON s.j·~ " 

Once a solid "foundatioIi" has b~en laid ,fo~ the ,ex­
perienceof spiritual deepening that 'the IgnatianExercis­
es aim at,the ent~of the retreatant intot1:;te :!?xercisesas 
suc~ corresponds to a specific movement: uOur one desire 
and choice should be r what is moreconduc-tive to the r:nd 
for w1:;tich we are created" (c6nclusion' of the text on the 
Principle and Foundation, nO' 23). Thesteps involved in' 
this desire to choose and order things rightly is precis'e 
ly what the First Week' of the Exercises will describe. ' it 
seems to us that the intuition of Ignatius . her'e is the 
following:fi'rst, to have the re,treatant pass through a 
"global" stage, which will allow. the global'vision of 
fa·i th (that' of the Foundation) to produce. its' first 
fruit: liberation':Ln hope and in saving love •.. Then the r~ 
treat&"lt will be ready to offer hims.elf for the morerad­
ical step of gospel commitment which the Kingdom.and the 
Second Week will present to him; . 

One can ask why Ignatius keeps the retreatant in 
this stage of flgiobality" in the First Week (he even 
judged that a good number of persons could not go beyond­
this stage!), when the desire -·that is characteristic' or' 
the end of the Foundation experience already looks to an 
ordering of things and an election (at least, Of a choice 
of means). Why this sort of. prolonging of the preamble to 
an experience which, liormally~ is already envisioned as 
total? What faith requirement inspires Ignatius, and what 
wisdom prods him ·to keep the retreatant in the'First Week' 
wi thout re'gard to time and for as .long as will ,be necessa­
ry (see the' autograph Directories) ..? . 

To reply to. these 'questions; many reasons can be giv­
en, Which,' in complementing each other, mark out better 
what Ignatius has in view, above all in the· "full :axe'rcis­
es", in whichth'e gospel' quality of the experience, if it 

. is to achieve. i'ts. full significanc.e . in .the Second Week, 
presupposes this . phase . of,really effective, integration 
set forth in the First Week. Among,these. reasons, let us 
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, . 
note first the simple fact that, ·theologically, salvation 

. begins with deliverance from evil;\ that reconciliation at 
the. deepest level of our b~ing precedes entry'into union; 

',in the salvation plan of God as set forth in all of reve-' 
,lation;' and, that enti.re and radical commitment (in the 
sense of the limorell) to . the following of Christ .for the 
building ofth.e' Kingdom, demands a ·freedom which . is a 
profound,liberatiop in faith. There you see the elements 
which help us to determine the objective of the First 
Week. But 'in the end it, is the very truth of our faith, 
that .is, of the dynamic ofa faith really·situated .in e:x;­
istence (role of the Foundation) which places the retreat'"': 
ant face to face with the living reali.ty of.' Evil, as it 
surrounds us and lives within us. 

And through these insistent challenges that Evil ad­
dresses to his faith .and hope; the'retreatan:t will under­
take an effective effort at integration. It is a matter 
of his' arriving, ·with the grace of God, a,t this libera­
tion brought him by the history of salvation experienced 
in the concrete life of the person. Only then, in the 
freedom of "the sons of Godu , will'a new 'and radical ex­

,perience of configuration' :to -ChriSt in the Second Week, 
in the light of theWorfiand under the influence .of the 
Spirit, 'be made truly possible... In other vVo:r.ds i one, 
does' not have a choice aboUt being in the First or in the 

·Second Week qftheExercises; It is a matter' of thecieep-' 
aildeffeCt:j.veness of the IHeof faith, which re..... 

object offu:dher apprenticeship, fo·rmation al:J:d 
practical exerCises, effective through the grace 'of God. 

The Object 9f the First Week can then b.emo!:e clear­
ly defined thus! . in the light 'of the faith that we have: 
foste.red· during the lIineditation: on the Foundation" ' and in 
the course of which we have learned better to situate Our­
selves, to face directly·the very concrete :question of'Ev-:, 
il, of the evil that runs through the, entire history of" 
the 'world past arid present and through our own life. 'And 
we. do' this ,in order to enter withgreater effecti-vness in­
to th.e very real victory of the Risen One .Our:faith; in 
fact, needs this confrontation in order to be authentic. 
That is why it takes.up, . in the 'First Week, the challenge. .. . '- ",' 
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presented to the hope, it is building within' us, and in­
volves us in this experience that I calltb,e, "experience 
oI' integration." 

Let us now specify'of what sort of integration there, 
is question. Here it is important to distinguish between 
the. different forms that evil takes in the world: those 
that 'stem in part from human freedom (sucn as sin), and 
those that are linked with our created. and limited nature 
(suffering and death). We know thatsalvation·history hafi3 
not come. to elim'inate by magic these 'different forme of, 
evil. Human liberty can, through an increaffe of jU$tice 
and love, acquire the capacity to combat moral evil and 
its con'sequences of every sort. As for phySical or natur­
al evil, it is to a victory that is unexpected, gratui­
tous, and assured in the person of c'hrist that creation 
in i,tsforward march, fundamentally orien.tedtawards Life, 
.leads us. 

F:Lnally, ,it is in ,taking up again the inner thread 
of the Foundation meditation, which ,is an eXperience of 
God A,live and of Christ the Life, that t4e re'j;reatant 
can focus on 'the,:r;eali ty of evil past and ;p'resent . in or-, 
der to learn how to live effectively, in spite of evil·' 
an~ through evii, ,in. the hope revealed to him by the in­
destructible love of God as shown in' Christ the SaviOUr:. 
BaSing himself on this indestructible love, aware too at, 
the, same time of his' own radical poverty, he will hand 
himself overunconditionaily to the action o,f God' as it 
is experienced in th~ history af sinful humani ty and in his 
own limited life. Two Scripttire texts describe,well the 
goal 9t this effort of integration, which is to be lib­
erated for a total commi~ment made in love: 

Love will come ,to its ' perfection 
in us 
when we can face the day 'of Judgement 
without fear 
because ,'even in this world 
we have become as he is,. 
I,n love there can be no fear, 
but fear is driven 'out' 
by ~erfect love, 



pecau.s'e to fear 
is toexpe.ctpunishment, 
and anyone who is afraid 
is still imperfect in love. 
We are to love, then, 

.because . he loved us first. 

(1 \fohn 4:17-19) 

For the love of Clri'ist'driveeus on •. ", 

At the close of this ,short expose ,it WQ1.j.ld remain -to' . 
sh.ow how the pedagogy of the exeroisesproposediY:ly st.:Ig­
natius in the First Week iseffectivl'lly directed to this 
fruit of liberation in saving love •. 'llhus it means, While 
respecting the rhythm of each omi and:exercisingonE;lself 
accordiJig as the Spirit leads, ·tEl advance .:toward .. this 
gElal cifcommitment· to whioh the expetience of the "com;" 
plete Exercises;' asSt. Igii!;l,tius cooceivedthem. 
us.<. 
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"GOD IS THERE, H4VENOD01:mT ABOUT tTu 

Pall],. ~OGER.,..DALJ3ERi;r 6.j. 

Many readers of PRQGImSSIO will 'remember Fat,!! 
er Roger....Dalbert. He was, during' fifteen 

"years,' nationalCLCecclesiasticalas·sista.:tit 
in. France and t~e persori'maJ,nlyresponsible 
fo.r sha.ping theiffoundation and growth in 
that country., The pages that: follow are not 
an "article", but lengthy excerpts 'of ,a rec­
ent letter that he addressed to his friends. 

For us, members of·CLG, who seek to live out 
:4nour lives a prei'erence for th,e very·poor 
and ntogive witness by 'a poor and simple 
life,asan,expressioh ·of. our 'prophetic 
stance and of our charism", thiS witness of 
one of our assistants rings true and' ohal­

'lenges us,. We 'are happy' to offer it for us 
all to reflect, on. (Edtior'sNote) 

"I still am part of the small team of J.esuits'lodged 
in "La Busserine (,the name of the low-cost housil::lg sector 
here..' on the Outskirts of Mars'eilles ). ' Th'eteam underwent 
a' ch~ge last September: Two, who hall come'ten years ago 
or so when the buildings and the qoncrete, stories ,we,re 
going up (goodbye to the pines!), left fpr o.ther tasks ~ 
TwO. others justarrived and now we are four again, ' J,.iving 
in two different h01,lSing projects. There .isAnllre ,an elec 
tricianj ano,therAndre (whom we call /u1dries, to keep them 
separate), wl'lOisa; lathe operator 'by::t;radej Georges, who, 
is a manager in '1it food store, and who will be ordained. a 
priest iriJune,; and me, as before an infirIJlarian at .the 
same clinic. A fifth, Rolan\'l, fo;r-ms part o.f,our communi­

'ty; he is an electrician on a freighter, wh{chright now 
is plying between Marseill:,6s ., and Abidjan iri, Iyory doast, 
with bananas ii;t cold storage. 

It is a young team:' Pm the oldes t of tp:e group; a­
mopgmy four companions, the oldest is thirty-three. Have 
no' fears', oUr boat "La Bousserine" has no ' hankering to 
'stqy anchored in the· Old Port ••• 
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we all have. a llr9fession·. It seemed 
crucial ,that these ,who. live 'here, the werking 

olass, see in the priests' that weare'peOple. who. are in 
s61ida:dty with them, living en their sala.ries alene. ' The 

. life efawage,.;;.earner-::r: have e:qlerienc!3d this new .fer 
twe;..and-a.-half,yea~s- creates, a,cemmonl;i.fe style ,and 
drawspeeple 1;;egetherinastrangewaY. It means. tee that 
ohesees things, peeple , political life and: the ecenemic 
crisis. 'withtneeY'es eftMse who are at thebettemef 
thesalari scale, Which is· net ~'\lcha 'bad ,idea when ene 
has to. a.nnounc~ the Gospel. 

So. it is at night after werk, er en weekends, that 
we meet the people of ..theneighborh:Dod :' helping the meth 
ers who. act as ca.techists, preparing wi th pa~ents the bap~ 
Hsin ef their offspring, ·recel.vmg engaged couples whe. 
ar~ pla:p.riing,marriage, bringi:ng the yeungpeepletegether,' 
'visiting families, etc. That inakes for 'rather full days, 
but that's. whatwe.i want, . thinking that anew kin,dof 
'Priestly pI'l'lsence, must be 'sought , one that fits in better 
w~th the life ef peeple today. And enSunda:y night we 
clese bur deers ih erder to. reflect, evaluate, ,and'pray 

·tegether. 

AlSo. ,eurcontacts .withpeople go. beyend religieus 
life as such (c'atechetics, sacraments ,Eucharistic assem­
blies).Theyare the things tha.tneighbersdc, rendering 
small ser;Vices, . c:enversatiens as we go for bread and 
Wine (cOnimenting meanwhil'e on, the endives er the artichekes 
whose price gdesup .allthetime••• ). Withcertainenes 
weare alr'eady.friends. I :f'indtbatthe contactsceme 
bove 'all ffoiii th.e living ccnditions wel:\.re subject to. 
here •. And sUlce these are lamemtable, it eften'starts 
with cemplaintsagaip.Eit •. , if dne enly knew exactly who.. 
Anyhow, itis.the basis fer initialcentacts. 

$0., ferexainpl~, :I: beleng to, since two. menths ag'e, 
the Asscciatien ef Renters cf the .housingprdject where I 
live, cr, mere. exactly~ ef theAssQciation'bca.rd~The 
elevatQrs, ycu see, den t t wcrk welL They areout.6f 

.or.dl'll' fQr ·days en end-whiCh is not very cenvenientwhEm 
youl1veon the 8th or the 15th floer. They rio. leng.ercen­
i.orm: to. safety.regulatiens, as, cu,r asseeiat:j..dn alerted the 
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owtler~ last JulY.A:ndnow, .ten days .agq, an elevator 'cage 
plunged d.own· abOut five feet. A pregUantwoman with :q.er 
two little children Was inSide; and there 'were. some btu:is:'" 
es' . and a case of nerves.· Soth~ Association· of renters 
decided to sue the ·CQmp~ that owns tn~ building. 'Every 
night so.me,ofus from the. board stop by eacho! the 25Q 
renters to ask their signature and 10 francs to. secure 
justice. We explain, we listen t,o their exp~essions of 
regret, while eating their cookies. S.ometimesit goes far­
ther than regre.ts and cookies... Over and above this 'spe­
cific action of self-defense we aim ,at creating a s'olidar­
i ty between all people who live. in this area wher~., one' 
must say it plainly, living is difficult. 

Living is difficult. Even, one can say , it is impos­

sible to live, even to the J!1inimum degree~,a balanced hum­

an life,.. That is the predominant impression I retain from 

the two years ,I have now lived iri La Busserine. 


Too many people in too few square meters. Too many· 
differentj)eople (from all the Mediterranean countries, 
from the African coast, the' West rndies ••• ), not pre­
pared to live together. And'from this oomes a'mutual,mis­
tru.st ,easily degenerating into raCist reactions. Too 
many parents who no longer know hOW to' haridle their-chil ­
dren who, very soon, for lack of playing spaCe and some­
thing intelligent to do, escape from their control, and 
turn to thieverY and looting. Too. ,many poor, utterly po.l- ' 
arized by simply the demands of material existence, . wear­
yo! it all, 'for whom the end of the month comes· like, a 
niglitmare. • • Artd so, nervous depressions, violent· reac­
tions against neighbors who make nOise, etc ••• 

In a word, the norms of an elementary social life 
are lacking.T:t),e Provence.countryside is only, two. steps 
away •• But, here it is an ant.".heap~ where the 'ants have but 

,one s~)Ul, ,a, soul sel:U'c:hing for happiness. 

In the face of that, the. housing projectprop:detors 
just let things rundown••• Theykeep nothing up, they· 
don·t make repairs' (they ,don·t forget, 'though, to raise 
their' charges, in~l'uding the rent ,and that for the eleva-' 
tor). What to,do? It's made of asphalt ••• Theu:r'ban plan­
ners 9.nd' the'promoters have Simply, either by lack of re:­

9 

http:regre.ts


flection or greed for profit, made a mistake. Eut this is 
such a big Oi:1e~ •• 

Besides, in t:qe. judgement of experts, this life in.­
the housing projects is bound to be mOre or less a short­
term thing. Dangerous' phenomena. are' developing here, 
which a:r:e getting out of control, such as the number of 
youths who. simply loaf, violen.ce (unemployment is high a­
mong the young people of 16-20 years of age, and that ac­
celerates the propess). One day ;it will cr.ack wide open ­
that is the impression one has.. The people will be "fed 
up" with thirigs, they will just leave (even now they leave 
just as soon as they can), or they will revolt. 

As you see, the picture is quite somber... But even 
when one has been here a long· time, the feeling of desper­
ation remains. One doesn't get accustomed to the ant_heap. 

And yet, it is in this. soil that the good seed takes 
root. And why not? These men and women, these youngsters, 
subject to inhuman conditions, are they not creatures of 
the Good God? I tell myself that often. And the human sub­
stratum here is oddly powerful. In spite of all, the good 

. soil of men pushes up and breaks through theasprial t ••• 
How many kind reactions among t):J.e peopJ,.e, wll-at . a joy of 
living among the children! 

Well, i tis with them that we work - and with enthus.­
iasm, r think. A few other Christians are at work too,. and 
some of them really active in the neighborhood. A small. 
group, quite modest, quite surrounded by. the others, which 
must become the core of a Christian life community. 

In the face of all that weighs these peopl!,! d.oWn, 
. one must recognize that the hope for a bet.ter life· is be.... 
ing carried at present by a handful of persons: afewC-om­
munists, a few Christians, . a few good sduls, who get td­
geths.r often enough to forge a. greater solidarity among 
themselves, to defend the interests of every-one, to wake 
up the people to.a.certain collective awareness. God is 
there, have no. doubt about it, 

So there you have our life at La Bu;sserine, or rath", 
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e1:' a part of it. For theotherpa.;r:-t" of my day.s· is spent 
helping out in the. bone surgery department of a" big c.lin.., 
ic,not far from here. My c.oursesiJ:l...mediqal teChnology 
th~t I fdllowed,IoI" a year :3.t. the' anti...canqe.rcenter fin:~ 
ished a month ,ago. So I now work 42 hours, a we€k ,in the 
clinic Where. I took my first plunge a year and a half ago. 

I feel' at home, in my sector' ofWdrk,i Ont:! strikes 
roots 'there. ·F.riendship with the personnel nasgrown (they 
allknow I am a priest). As for the siqk" of whom many 
come from our neighborhood ( the cliJ:l.ic is' linked up. with 
the Social .Securitysystem),. when they are hospitalized 
for some little ;period of t{me,'links with them are forged 
too. 

Will I stay here? Or again, willI ori.ent myself to­
ward the departmental hospital for the aged, where so man-:­
yend their days in lamentable conditions (difficult even 
to imagine'in France of 1975). Hundreds of [lOnest workers" 
whom our capitalist society 4as simply tossed aside after 
having made use of them. Profits are somewhere else ••• 
,Pe,rhaps the Gospel witness for us should be there? In any 
case" it isa question that I pose for myself, to be dis­
cussed wi'th my companions as we look to the future. 

This liI'e is quite a change from that which I led at 
"Paris or on the streets of Toulouse, Li1le, Nantes... .But 
I find it marvelous. Less of a "chief of staff ll ,certain­
ly. More IIdown to earth,i.Not ..always easy, but.furnishing 
so many fine surprises • what fine specimens of humani ty 
there are among simple people , even when one" encloses 
them in walls of asphalt !Inali truth, the light of' the 
Word made flesh enlightens every human being~ 

. Hpw .did I arrive at the life ram leadilig now? .,By a 
journey in whi.ch the Christian Life Communities played a 
decisive part. 

As a yoW3.g priest, '1 wante,d to become apriest-work­
er. This was impossible WheJ:l. I was 30 ye~s o:f age,. 'Cir­
cunistancesi.ed me then toshaI'e,. during 1.5 years, the 
growth .of' CLe. !twas in living . with· these lay friends 

. and these Communities that my convictdon was strengthene'd: 
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that to give oneself to the Lord for the .work of t:p.e ·Gos 
pel', and to enter into 'solidarity with the very poor and 
witi'!. their stru.gglef6r liberation, were intimately linked 
with each other~ Andit was with these same friends that 

learned to lIdiscerntogetherll the paths.to,follow in or­
der to be .faithful, with·the same love,to the call of God 
and the calls of men. 

So when at.a certain point in my life the question 
came up: where now? it was at one and the saine time thanks 
to' the Spiritual Exercises and thankS' to my friends in 
the ChriStian Life Communities, that I decided to ask my 
superiors to. send me to the apostolate that I am carrying 
out today. Without the Exercises, wi thou't the Itinspira-' 
tion" of CLC, without 'my companions, 1 do not think I 
would have been capable of taking this' step. 
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A.FAMILY AFFAIR 


by stan and Jane GOGOL 

We,a CLe family now for 16 years ,woUld, like to share 
with member everywhere some. of our hopes., joys, .successes and 
failures •. 

We find one of the greatest assests. as far as' the 
family is concerne:Q. is to visit and stay with other CLC 
families. Our" children get a chance to see other people 
whobeJ,ieve as we do, have the same spirit, and are striv­
ing 1D .be more. Christ-like •.This is a living wi'tness Of our 
f!Unily before others and gives ourfairti.ly other-Hving 
wttnesses ·of what we area;l.ml.ll,g . at. "Three years ago we 
tfaveUed around the country for about 10 days, staying 
with four CLe. families in different parts of the country.• 
We planne.d it this way purposely . forth~ benefit of allaf 
us. .Thisexperi"ence is one we willnev.er forget. Not only 
did we see mbre of the ccauntry. customs,eto. but we met 
many fine people. Every family we stayed with displayed 
that unique CLe spirit that is second to none in.' the world. 
IIlstant friendship, even though. we were strangers' but 'a 
fewmi,nutes before.. ,Instant sharing' at a very beauti.:fUl 
level of life and spirittialii;y.Wewere closer than family 
to them; and what more can we say • .We pI'.ayed together, 
celebrated liturgy together, .met with their C.Les..Whether 
$ny of .us realiz.e .it or not., we of. CLChave avery strong 
bond that transcends. the naturaJ..Our,chlldrenenjoyed this 
as much as we did. and shared very well. We would recommend 
this for all to tryout. . 

On our part • as a kind ofreciprocity,weinvite and 
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keep our.home openforany and all CLOers c.oming.toToledo • 
.We have had many visito~s: from other parts .of the country 
to our home with the same.wonderful'experience. Weneed 
each other to give this kind of wi tnessingto our families. 

Some years ago when I was on the Nati'onal CLC Board 
·and:incharge of frequent ,large liturgies I tried to incor:E, 
orate the family :in working on these as much a.s possible. I 
generally did tM planning and tested them outon, Jane, and 
then the 'family would work on various elements ,af t.b.eliturgy 
themselves • When making one af our explodable or puzzle pos! 
ers .we would have as many as six of theehildren making 
parts, painting,etc.Many hours of pleasure our family has 
had dOing this kind of thing. for C1O. Tl);en the family would 
come with us to· the NationalCLC Convention, meet more 
people, and see tl);eir handiwork put in use. Both Janea.rid I 

. ,feel this kind of sharing has. brought our family closer 
together. Jhfact when our last daughter got married she had 
a shower and invited ma.ny women. After i twas Over shere-, 
marked that this was really th€l only family she had. This 

of .community I would like to foster the ,world over. 

Three years ago I h,ad to withdraw somewhat from CLC 
participation because Iwas stuyingto beeome a deacon, but 
always kept:in touch. After three years of study and wo,rk I 
can truthf'ully say that I waS ,well prepared for all mY 

, 	 sttldies dUSl primarily to CLCparticipation and thespirltual 
Exerc:ises. Through the Exercises' I had made the commitment 
to the diaconaie. Of course, this was a family 'decision, 
made strictly in faith. 'None ofns really knew . what this 
would involve. Tlle diaconat.e rconsid.er merely an extenSion 
of CLC ~ The Church .has called and then the· Holy Spirit' con­
firmed this call l and·I.was ordained a year. ago. 

,Again 'using CLCdi;rectLon I chose., to,ente.r' .into the 
soc,ial--just:i.ce-arid-action 'field of this (liOcese.,Prese!ltly 
I amworkl.ng part-time for, the diocesan director, helping 
parishes, organi!?ie'socialaction committees of'the parish 
councils .. To .date there are three wfillesta.b.lish;edcommit;..' 
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tees out of the nine parishes. assigned ,to me. When I start 
ed there were. none. Again CLe backgrorind'heJpedenormousiy: 

can now thank all myCLC.mstructors for the help they 
gave me and can truly say their formation was not .in vain. 

Along with this ministry of social action; I went into 
the ministry to the aged and sick in' the. convalescent homes. 
J.ane was by my side when I started'out,. She assisted me , 
encouraged me and gave me some very, helpful' tips on what I 

, was doing wrong. She also made vestments for me to use for 
the diaconal ministry.' These I wear while' serving on the 
altar as well as at the homes.' 

},.strange phenoIllenon is the nursing or convalescent 
homes.' In Toledo,a population of 400.000 people, there are 
48 of these homes with apprbximately 3000 catholics. Most 
of them are elderly,sick and have give.n their lives to. the 
Church. Now when they need the Church most, where is Lt,? 
Far too few priests to do. the job ,andso in j,ustice 1. co!,! 
sider this to be aprime Illinistry. I. hold communion services 
with scripture readings, give a homily and distribute com­

. munion and finish with prayers. Then I vis:it each bed-ridden 
patient and give them conmrunion. Every Sunday' I go 'to some 
home to do this. Along with Jane. ( sometimes) there are SOIlle 
young teenage girls who play and sing at the services for 
the people. Their presence is a tremendoul;! help and a 'neces 
sity. The presence of the Eucharist and the witness to Christ 
given by us is a powerful combination to these people. The. 
response we. receive from, th/;l peopl.e says it .all. They love 
the Eucharist, the church. and their clergy. We are £ar too 
little active in this effort. and again I would encourage 
this to be .done 'by others. 

Jane has more time en her handS since the children are 
all inschooinow•.She presently is a teacher's. aide at our 
ungradedschool:in the central city of Toledo. ~ excellent 
school is' the res,..llt, of the. work of , many people from our 
CLd as well as others. This school is a bulwark against 
paverty,ig;norance,race hatred and indifference~ Thi.s is a' 



parish'schodl open to the community, sta,ffedby the ,Notre 
Dame sisters, and supported by at least 200 teachers i aides, 
none of whom get' any pay. Jane is oneaf the teachers' aides i . 

assistingmscience and arts. The school is 50% black, 25% 
Mexican and 25% Anglo-white. It uses also ungraded teaching 
along the Montessori method to the poor, underprivileged 

-and uncultured with outstanding results. She also partici,£ 
ates is fund-rais.ing for the school. On the side she teaches 
cake:;.;decorating to other members of the CLC. 

Jane:is chairman of' the Liturgy Commi ttee af" the parish. 
Together we plan liturgies for the parish 'and then present 
them as ideas to the committee,. We are not always success­
ful but We always make them think. Theft as "a deacon I can 

'assist at the altar to make the liturgies more meaningful 
for the people. This c'ommittee is one where attendance is 
good, 

In hef. spare time Jane is chairman 'the religious 
group of the parish, a group of ladi~s who want to d,omore 
and grow closer to Christ • This is a very successful group, 
not in numbers but in commitment and participation. 

We still have time for' the many demands of the family. 
Presently we have nine children, six married, with ten gran~ 
chilqren. I have had the honor to baptize two of ~. own 
grandchildren, which could oril¥ happen:in today's church. This 

i tselfis an awe-inspiring thing. To know that you are" 
introducing this child to Christ for the first time brings 

great deal of mystery and w.onder to this great event. 

Waere ,do we get our strength? Consult the General 
Principles, it is all· there. Great Love for the Eucharist, 
many hours of prayer" especially the Spiritual ExerCises, 
is our foundation • .It is Our Lord Jesus who is at work' in us 
and through us, that the only answer. He is.the strength 
of our weakness and the strength o.f our strength. lcan 
truly say that Christ has used us ,to achieve His works. We, 
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nave had this. experience rna,ny times and can witness to this" 
. fact,•. I:canalso testify to the. time-worn statement "All 

things are. possible with Cn-rist. '!, We fail only when we .try: 
t9 do things Without. Our Lord. This .family then is a living 
witness to the power of Christ and the 'power .of His love 
·for all. of us. For.with us His 'love reigns supreme. 



TO PRAY 

by Josette BEAUBIEN. 

In the January ,1975Progressio wetobkup pr€l:paratioii 
for prayer and in the May iSsue we took a look at bodily 

.pOSl-tions in prayer. . Now we will c onsio.er different·. ways 
of praying. 

stop - L.ook·:....· Listen. 

STOP-LOOK-LISTEi!f~ Three key words i;ha·t sum up thBin­
teri.or activity .of thepers.on wh.o wants t.o meetG.od in praz 
era These three activities are imp.ortant n.ot just f.or the 
beginning .of prayer but all during the. enC.ounter that we . 
have w.ii;hJesus Christ. 

stop: T.o' st.oP bef.ore the pers.on one is meeting js:arieleme!! 
tarY' gesture .of c.ourtesy. At them.omellt that. we meet the 
Lord, let us begin by. stopPing, n.ot ..only .on the outside bUt 
above all on the inside. SilenCe of heart and of mind,si": 
lence ofth.oughts and of imaginati.on,silence .to hear God, 

. who speaks very S.oftly. W~ remember the meeting .of G.od.with 
Eliah at Horeb. GEld had made an apP.ointment with Eliah(,f.or 
prayer is an apP.ointment .. with God). There came a mighty 
wind,says Scriptur~, 'but God was not in the mighty wind • 

. There carrie an earthquake, then. a fire, but God Was not in 
the earthquake ,nor in the fire ~ There came a gentle breeze, 
and: God was in the soft breeze' (LKings [or,incertaip. edit 
ions, 3 Kings} 19: 11-13) • God d.oes not usually speak ­
noise and -clamor. One must be silent to hear him. 

L.ook: We ·can 'lbokatthe God. with wh.om we have ent.ered mtE>. 
dialogue t' since I.'.the kingdOm of God" , recalls ·Jesus,';is· 
within you" (Luke .17:21). II If anyone loves me; he:will, '.krep 
my word,andmyrather will love him we will come to him, 
and make oU;r home with him", (John 14: 23). So I lo.ok at Je.§. 
us,. the· human'face of the tenderness ..of God. I look at him 
with the ey'es of the heart, .f.or "one does n.oteee well ex..,. 
cept with one' sheart", remarks .st.-"Exupery.jwM,t is es-' 
eential invisible to the.eyes"~ 1'hatessential, for us, 
is Jesus. Christ. Prayer is a, heart-t.o~heart.talk with him, 
f.or .one prays as one loves, mostlY' with. one's heart. . 
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during prayer, . let uS keep ,O\.1,r, eyesfix:ed 
· whcOkeeps his owncontinu.aUy fix.ed ..on us •. Byaccust,qniing 

Ourselves to look a.tJesusin.prayer, w.e ·willQ:ec.ome 'accus . 
to!ffed to ~eehilli ev.erywh:ere~ in each. person $d in each e= 

,vent. It is this which will give: our life ita. true 'dimen­
sion. 

Lis,ten: Since prayerU3 a. dlal.ogue.,we llIUst listen:to whatGOO; 
wants in f3a;f to US .. For that" we need to ~eo\u:-se],:ires opeh f 

receptive,poor, like one who has something to receive. FoX' 
Godrevea];s himself, it is not we' who allure him. Wethinl!: 
of the time when someone in the crowd crie<rout·toJesus: 
IIHappythewomb that bore you!" • .An:dJesus replied: IIRath~ 
er,happy are: those .who hear .' tlie' 'word of God' 'and .keep. i tf~ 

· (Luke U:27-28) ... 'l'heWord that t receive,it is Jesus Christ 
himself. It is he. who will transIorm.me •. Godassuresme:, 
"The: word that goe.s out· from mouth will not retUrn to me, em 

· pty, withou:t carryingoutnw will and accomplishiilg,what it 
was sent to do" (Isaiah 55:1]).. '. 

If w:eacquue the habit ·o:f·lis:tening to God in prayer;, 
we will become able to-listen to oUr brothers. Too rilanye'n 
counters are' Summed. up asa. monolOgUe 'of ohe pers'on' before 
another! Don.ein that way,:. how is it possible to bring a 
true·reapop.'a'e toth:e 'rea.l ne.edsofour. b.I'oth:erljl? Is not the 
greatest. service we can. re'nderth:em to hring them the 're~ 
spons.eot: God? Hefs th:etrueLiberatorof each person and 
of ?J:1. people • .In his .sohool,welearn to pray in order 001 
ter to love.• 

Find;?-M qr.te t'8 .own way:ot'pralips. 

; Stop"'-lbok-li'sten.· lfavinggrasped. these .basi.'c· a,ctivi­
ties,' we can n.ow, look, atthe,dj::::t::ferent' methods bf prayer 
s'uggesteaby St~,Ignatiu8in the.Spiri:tualExe;rcises. 

1 .. Prayer that takes its s:tarlfroIii o~,e.fs body (Sp .Elc~247-
24C?) and from all. thatona is (246kpray:erthat' OOgins with, 
thi demands of, one' sbaptismail. comIliftmEllit· (238-245) ,. there' 
you havl:} whatst •.Ignatius, gIioups togethJ:!rUnder. the.expre,!! 
sian "the first· ,method, o'f prayer" • 

~.Inthe sa;mevein,the Exercises proPJ~se subjects and math 
odso::t: pra¥er that be.ID.n with,whatone has that is most pet 
sonal:one's daily Iif.e and onet s interior world, affected 
by .the' action of.. different spiri1.6'( general' ana particular 
examens ~ 24-26, 43) .,one'spersorial.'salvat:Lon histo:ry (med.!. 
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t.ation on personal sin, 55-:-151; to 'gain love, 
234, first point). 

3. To let ripen in prayer a decision'to be taken (notes on 
. the election, 168...189; rules for the distribution of alms; 

one could speak here too Of I!how to divide and spend one's 
time", 338-343), who does not recognize that this ..isM ap 
proach that. intimately links prayer and action, faith and 
life ,reflection.and commitment? 

Alongside these starting pbints, which aredire.ctly 'relat ­
ed to the subjective situation of each one, I@1:atiussug­
gest others"mQre.objective. 

4. Prayer that takes its origin . from t:tle externai world 
that surrounds us and from whatott:t' brothers mean for us 
(contemplation to -obtain love" 235-"238) :j.s a form of prayer, 
that initiates or furthers:. a movement ofoura-ttention aWClf 
fromourl?elves • 

5. To deepen our appre'(;),iation of the implicat.ions of ane­
vent by trying to viEfiiV it as God does, st. Ignatius prop.os 
es the "meditat,:ton w the powers of the soul I! (45-54), which 
one can make uSe, of every bit, as well for prayer on ane­
:l,[ent described in the daily newspapel? or on televiSion news. 

. 	 " .. '. " 

6. T.o contemplate at length and lovingly the person of Jes ' 
liS by making orieself' present to his life very concretely-; ­
silliply,almost naively,; this is a ~ay to. pray that r~turn$
all thrbugh three weeks of the Exercises,from the. lricarna 
tion of Christ (101-109) up to the Ascension (3i2). ..,. 

7. To give a new taste to vocal prayers ·that have bec.ome 
,trite 	through frequent usage, but also to mbderate our own 
expressions of piety and. keep them from .becoming excessive' 
or'too subjective, Ignatius suggestB contemplating and savo!: 
ing leisurely the words of this or that vocal prayer (&leond 
method of prayer, 249-257). ' , 

8. At the. point' where the sentient and the spiritual most 
closely ,touch each other, he does nothesitage,to suggests 
tithe applying.of the five senses"in order to grasp intui..., 
tively. spiritualrealitiese:j.ther the. most. ,disconcerting 
(meditation cnhell ,.65...71) or 'the most marvelous ( the earth 
lylife of Je.sus , 121-126, ,128 t 206 ;226)~ ,.' ­

9 .. Along the iinesoftheintuition: of the, oriental mystics, 
who are litUe.inc'lined to '.aboay:..souldichot9IDY, Ign&tius 
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indicates a. methad af prayihg "by r}1yt;hm" 
,the same mavement the sigh" bf,breathing: 
heart (258-260), 

10. Finally, :train the beginning to. the end af theEJ(Eircis,,;, 
es , IgI).atius is natafrai,d to. invi1;e the retreatant to.. make 

,arepetitian 	af the precedingpra;y:ers (62-64, 99,118-119, 
128-129, 148, 159, 204, 226), so. .as to. rid t.he praYer of 
what in it might b.e .facused' tao. much. on· the cUriau!;l, ar 
purely due to. impulse, and to. make tlle heart mare and mare 
attentive. to. the, infinitely persanal tauch af the spi:dt in 
each ane" 

II', Even 'the evalua·tian af the prayer becomes a kind af 
prayer (77), 

The abave l;i.sting may b.ea bit av,erly, schematic, yet 
it gives an idea af 'theemiflentlyflexible pedagogyaf st~­
Ignatius, and afhisvery practical approach. WhateVIil r the 
paint o.f departure suggested far the retreatant's·prayer, 
whatever the methad prapased, ,Ignatius hasane thing in 
mind: that the human will coincide with .tha-t af the, Lard, 
in an active and laving adhesian to. his. plan af Lave. In 
this 'eu.-terprise he involvef! all th..e energies and mabilizes 
all the pawers af the persan: thebadily, senses ; the. imag­
inative ar sp1ritual senses, the memary, the intelligence, 
thELwiU, Remakes use of with tlie same freedame.vents ap­
parently the mast ardinary armysteries 'the, mast elevated" 
the mast transparentvacalprayer ar the mast ambiguo.us in 
teriar mavements,. memo.ries that 'dwell in the heart ar 
s"i tuatio.ns that call far a decision~ 

* * * 
Jesus, being constantly unite'dwith his Father". was ab 

. Ie ,to..wark effectively, far the salvation of hi'S brathers. 
Thegaal af prayer is to. make'o.f us IIcantemplatives.ih ac­
tian",after the manner ·o.f Jesus, The· way we make use of,ta 
pray is 'quite se,condary. What is essenti.al is to 'meet God, 
to. apen o.urselver:; to.. him, ,ahd abo.ve all, to. let him open 
himr:;elfto u.s: "I call yo.u friends., because all that I have 
learnedfro.mmyFather,· I have made knawn. t'a yo.u"(Jo.hn 15: 
15). It'ir:; up to. each aneta find his oWli fo.rm afprayet., 
thatwhidh will stir up the Spirit within him. Because she, 
believed in theWo.rd o.f· Gad ,and was faithful to. it to the' 
end, Mary can te~ch ti.s'tapra.y~,ta,discaver'the Ward af 
Gad, and to. give a clear and'genero.U:srer:;ppnse to. this ~O'le 
which calls us to. serve the Lord and ,':dur bro.thers andsi.:;!. 
ters in ,the warldtoday. 
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INTERNATIONAI. WOMAN'SYE,AR 

.- TheuNJTED NATTONShasdesignated 1975 as Internation­
'al Womants Year, 

- In s'o doing, it assigneda~ its theme :. 

- ' equality, : promoting equality between men and women 

- development : ensuring the full integration of women 
in the total' effort for economic, social and .cultur­
al development at national, regional and internation 
al levels. 

- peace: recogn1:z1.ng the importarice of woman's. in­
creasing contribution to development of friendly re­
lations and co-operati,on between states and to the 
$trengthening of peace in tlie world. 

- .Aspart. of the Year, 'a United Nations .Conference on 
Woman williti:.tke place in Mexico City June. 1 9.:..July 2. 

THE CONcERN OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

- VaticanCoun(;il II: 

j'Thehour is coming, in fact has come, when the 
vocat:i;on of woman ,is being achieved in its full.., 
ness, the hour in whi6h,wbman acquire;:! in,the 
world an influence, an effect, and a power, nev"" 
er hitherto achieved.1I ' • 

(Messa~e at Solemn Closing. December 8, 1965) 

Paul VI : 

"There 'is 'so much to be done in this field! Is it 
necessary to point out that there are still mil! 
ions. of women who, do not enjoy essential rights 
nor elementary marks bfrespect? •• it. is ,the whole 
Church that, is concerned; it,is in the local com 
munities·that we must encourage a review. of l,i£e 
' •••as to women's partiCipation in social life on 
the one hand, andm thEimissl.on of the Church ,on 

,the other." 
( Addresi:!toCommittee for InternationaLWomen's 

Year,April 18, 1975 ) 
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WHAT TO DO,? . 

T:p.e StudYComrni$sion. on: woman in Soci<lty and. the Church, 

esta1;llished by Pope Pliul,already 'in 1973, .has prepared 

a Study Kit' with background ,on the topic and suggestions 

as to the directicln. comrnitteo. Christian ~6tibn might take. 

Here are some ,b;rief excerpts: 


Sociai. economic and polit:\.calacUon ': 

"programs and activities Sh01;Ud be directed towards cer- . 
'tain specific goals: 
- full equality before the ,law, 
- equality 'in meetine; health'needs ?nd pr.oviding, social 

services' , 
- eliminating illiteracy, and ensuring equality of educa­

tional opportunity in all fields'••• 
- equality of rights and responsibilities in the family 
- equality of economic rights, . improvement of living and 

working conditions, . improvement in the quality of: rur.al 
life and in the status of rural w<llmen '•. 

..,.. protection of workingrilothers •••, (vacations ,leave \of ab­
sence, .refresher courses) 

- struggle against:prost~ tution and particularly against 
its "regulation" 

- opportunity for women as well as men to take a fUll 
part in decision-making at all levels." / 

Eguality within the Church Qp.estions for reflection as 
a basis'for action: 

"Q":.l.6stions for the local ChurcheS : 
- To what extent d'o women - sisters or lay 'persons, ·mar..." 

ried or single ... contributet'o the life of the ecclesi..., 

\., ai community?' 


- In mixed aSSOCiations, do women share 'the realrespon..., 

sibilities ? If not; why nOt ? 


- Have lay ministries open to women been exPerienced ? 

When women are asked to.undQrtake service 'involving re­

,sponsibilities, is·this do~e : 
- as a concession or privilege ?'. 
- only because there are. no Illen ' available ? 
- or rather, ..because their character as baptized per­

sons and their personal aptitudes are 1;Jeingrecog­
nized '?' 

. NOTE: An.~artic:ie reflecting on,th±stheme in more depth. 
will appear,later,followtng theuNCo:n:ference;. 




