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‘GOD'S PIAN AND MAN'S DISCERNMENT

T

In the szrltual Exercises of s8t. Ignatlus, the grxn—
cigle and Foundation holds an unusual place. First, by its
textual style, which is different from that of the medita-
tions and contemplations. .And so, depending on what works
best for the one who is maklng the Exercises, it can be an
¥ "method of examining one's conscience, of meditation, of -
contemplatzon, of vocal and mental prayer® or of any other
“gpiritual act1v1ty“ (Spiritual Bxercises 1). And second-
‘1ly, by its content, .which points. out the two main lines
of the entire Exercisés : love of Christ, and discernment
in expressing that love.. S -

Let us look, then, at this content. Its two parts are
marked out, as Fessard remarks, by a change in style., The
first part is expressed. in the singular - "man iS..." -
that is, it gives a single universal prirciple, The second .
part, instead, in the plural - “therefore we must make our -
selves indifferent...® (SE‘23), namely as an 1nev1table
consequence of the pr1n01ple just enunciated.

Now let us con31der both the prlnciple and its necess‘
ary consequence : the principle is, in other words, God's
plen as regards man, the necessary conaequence ‘is the needd
for discernment . so that ~men can: enter - and remgin in -
this- plan of God..

1. God's~P1an.,

We can cons1der this plan of“Gpa fr§m two’poih%s of"
B Chrlst the Center of God's Plan._

One of these two perspectives is the "cehter® of the
plan of God, which is Christ our Lord. People have debated
the "Christocentrism® of the Principle-and Foundation, But
to wus it seems ‘that those 'who:debate this are confusing .
what the text wants to say. It is not a matter of "Christo
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centrlsmﬂ belng presented as an alternatrve‘ to "theocenn‘_
;f~trlsm“ or to.a "trinitarian® approach, Here it may be that
-8t Ignatzus is leaving to each exercltant t0 ‘use whatever
‘a‘approach he prefers.‘ B .

‘We think that thls Jesus Christ, in whose service we

Y are engeged if we wish to fulfill Godt's Pplan for man, is
 he whom St. Ignatius considers (in his Preaching on Chrig-

-« 4ien.Doctrine) "to be the Father, Son énd Holy Spirit, one

. .only God, . our Creator and Lord". Each retreatant is free

. to focus, now on one aspect,  -now on. another, of this nGod

- . our Creator and ‘Lord", -But, at least for St. Ignatius,’

- there is no way of expresslng this plan of God for. man as
concisely as by centering it on Chrlst Our Lord., - :

Thzs approach agrees not only w1th St. Paul (see “ph.f

B 1*3—14, Philip. 2:6-11; Col. 1: 15-20; etc.) but also with

?1st Jobn (see John 14:8-9, etc,) and with the entire New

' Testament (Acts 2:36; Heb. 8:6; etc.). And recently Vati-

can Council IT has said; Speaking'in the name of us all,

~ that it "believes that the key; the focal point, and the

" goal of all humen history can be found in her Lord and Mas, ;
, ter“~ (The Church 1n the World Tadax 10) .

ThlS is, as Sta Ignatlus says in- hls Principle and
. Founaation, the "God our Lord" -'or, g% he says.in his oth
- er work quoted a&bove, the "God our Creator and Lord" -
. to whom, according to God's plan, we ought to "pralse,j
'shqwjreverence to,. and serve,..', if we wish to be saved.l

,b»gus_ia&zaﬂaa»

This is the- other 1mportant sxde of God's plan, ‘But -
4t is,in a2 certain sense, subordlnate to what we have just,

"\considered,

For St Ignatlua our aalvatlon is 1mportant. But it

‘<‘ls achieved "by this means®(SE 1). Or, to use a gerundive,
* - which is typical -of - 5t. Ignatius' style of writing, by -
praising, reverenclng and serv1ng God our Lord, and in no

: other waYy .

, - wThe glory of God is man fully alive" thé early. Faﬁh 
. ers of ‘the Church used to say : the glory, praise, rever—ﬂ'
Jf.ence and serv1ce of God are in fact the salvaxlon of: man.

- 47._/.
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'fBut there 1s SOmething more°~Godﬁ§ plan does not primarlly
refer - as the expression "man",  in the singular, might
_make ‘ore think - to the 1nd1vxdual man, nor %o the mere
sum of all-men, but to the totality of mankind. 1In other’

words, %o peoples, to natlons, to the entire world (The
" Church; 9; The Church in the World Todqz, 32),

. This is an outlook whzch is not¥ stated in the Pr1nc1~
-ple ‘and Foundation, but to which it remains open. It is de

veloped further on, beglnnlng“espe01ally with the whole -
Kingdom of Christ - "before . whom is assembled the whole
world; to all, and to each one in particular, he Summons
and says..."(SE 95). And it becomes concrete each time in

the contemplation of the mysteries of the life - of Christ
Our Lord (Second, Third and Fourth Weeks). The mlssion giv
en by the Lord on the day of his ascension (it is with

this event that the contemplations close) is that of mak-
ing "disciples of all nations" - that is, all people - by

“baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the

‘Boly Spirit, and teaching them to. observe all that I have ﬂ'

commanded you" (Mt. 28:19-20).

2. The N%ed for Dlscernment.

~ St. Ignatius, in the Dlrectogg he dictated to Father
- Vitoria, seeking to help the person who 'is making the Exer

cises to.consider the Prznclple and Foundatlon, says the

follow1ng

"In order to feel the dlfflculty there is in ‘using with
out bias the means  that God our Lord has given us for

- reaching the end for which he created usg, -and in order “

that, know1ng this, you may place yourself wholly 1n
his hands - for this is . how we will find what we de-
sire - take notice that ‘some, by taking up the path of
religious life,..have eventually ended in hell. Others,
who in -the world were living in sin ‘and offending God,

or at least were growing.very little in the Lord,, have,f

_ by entering religious life, come to be saints; and, if-

they were to get married, might go to hell. And it is-

~ the same for all the other states .or situations : some
- with riches - have won. heaven and others. w1thout them
- have been lost. Slnce this is so, and that evil is not
‘¢someth1ng resultzng from one's siate or situation, it

is sure that it comes from us : that, without‘thipking,‘ﬁ'

-5
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- we_enter into things, and that we ine '
- things  without considering whether they are. ~conducive
4o the gervice of God, whether it is my vocation, wheth

er in this way T will be able betier to reach the end
- for which God created me ... It is sure that, having

. this. difficulty, and not knowing what. is fmttlng ‘for us,
we need to resign ourselves totally into the hands .of
God our Lord.» And that is why we consider this Founda-

tion to be helpful. It can be divided into three parts, -

. 1) the.end for which God created him; 2) the means; 3) °
‘the difficulty there is in taking up this or that, with
. out knewzng for sure what is more sultable, as T samd
. - and the harm that results; and from this arises the ne¢
‘,_essxty of puttlng oneself in equllmbrzum, ready for aqx*
o thmgo - :

o Thms quotatlon was long’ but, T belleve, necessary I
E feelﬁhmbtme essential message in all that is the 'phrase
underlined above., The difficulty is not found in “the Bitua
" tion or the means - "health...sickness, riches,.. poverty,'
 honor...dishonor, & long life... a short life... &ll other
. things" (SE 23). Rather it is ourselves, that wwithout con
" 'sidering whether they are conducive to the service of God,

" whether it is my vocation, whether in this way I will. be~~

f able better to reach the end for which God created MEoaat ,'”
we. take q@ this thlng or tha . ot .

Now this “cansldering" is what 8%. Ignatlus ealls the
.~ election or decision, or the. reform . or amendment of oneé's
* living pattern. And this can only be "correct and good"(SE
f‘l?s) in one: of the "three times" that Ignatlus indicates,
" and for each of which he gzves the corresponding "rules

' £ér discernment", So ~the aim ~of the second part of the

“Principle and Foundation is to meke one eventually realize
- the need for a discerned decision; or, more simply, = for
delscarnment in the spiritual life. And all the rest of -the

'Exercmses, from the Pirst Exercise .,. on the first, sec-
ond and third sin(SE 45)%o the Contemplation for obtaining
love (SE 230), is to prepare each exercitant for this "cor -
. rect - and good" -~ that is, dlscerned - decision,  to make
- it, and to be conf:\.rmed in it (SE 150, 183, 188 ... 365)

: - St. Ignatius was not, however, the flrst to call at-
7.tent1an to the need for discernment. Gassian, in his Golla
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tlo II (chapter 2), tells us of 8t. Anthony, whon the o0ld-
. est monks in the Theban Desert, .anxious - to know in what
perfectlon censxsts, came to visit, )

"They talked at great length, all that night, and most
of the tlme was spent.  on this question,. . They went on.
very slowly, digcussing what virtue.might best lead the

. monk or religious most directly to the summit of perfec
tion. Each one gave his opinion as he saw it. Some said
it consisted in fasting and keeping v1gila...0thers put
it in contempt of self and of .everything... Others cast

_ their eyes on solitude and retirement and the Opportunl

ties offered in the wildernmess.,. There was not lacklng
someone who made much account of works of charity, kind
ness and courtesy... So some favored . theése virtues,. oth
ers those,; as beihg the most necessary ..: St. Anthony
ended the conversation, . which had lasted all night ‘by
saying: EBach of the virtues you have spoken about is ve
ry flttlng and necessary for those who really want to
serve God, But the failures we have known about, -and
the experience gathered from observing meny: peeple, 0= -
blige us to judge that perfection does not entirely con
sist in the virtues about which you have spoken, There
have been religious much given to fasting and watchlng,
very retired in their solitude, who have given up all
sorts of bodily comforts, not keeping a single céin nor
even ¢ne day's .ration; and who, more than that, were~qg
cupied in all the works of charity that their state al-
lowed, and who did all that with real devotion and fer-

.vor. And with all that, we have seen them suddenly ‘mis- .
led and deluded, so that they were not able ' to go on

~with all they had been attempting, and all thezr fervor

'and holy exercises of former days came to a stop and
they to an unhappy end. If now we- consider the reasons

. for their failure and their ruin, perhaps we can uhder-.
‘stand better the most potent virtue. for guiding us to-
ward perfectlon.‘ These men -were enriched .and adorned
with many virtuous works, - and they did not reap.the
fruit they were aiming at solely because they did not
accompany these virtues with dlscernment The main reas -
on for this was that, not trying to learn- from the old-
er and more experienced monks, they forgot about. dis-.
cernment which, by moderating extesses, . guides a monk
‘so that he may judge his path rightly, in such a way

s
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- that he nelther becomes presumptuous about hi “yirtues,
nor lets himself be carried away by laxity ‘of spirit.
'Dlscernment is. called in _the Gospel the eye and the
lxght of man, as Christ Says... (see Mt, 6:22-23).1t 18

~ the aye re of dlscernment “that examines the thoughts; and ~
‘works of man,  and foresees and arrggges all that he

‘1 ought to do.,.,‘

: 1f we’compare the two texts - that of St. Ignatius in

- the Dlrectogx dlctated to Fr. Vltorma, and that of Cassian
- in his Collatio - we see.a great similarity of thought and,
" at-the same tlme, how much the spiritual ‘teaching of the'

5ﬂ former has developed that of his predecessors.

3. Conclu31on.A

We have seen’ then the egntent of the Brinclple and. Foun

7 .dation of the Splrmtual Exercises of St. Ignatius - in its

- 4wo fundamental lines : on the one hand, God's plan - "man -
~ is...for...God our Lord"; and, on the other, the need for

- discernment - "it is necessary to make ourselves_ ‘indiffer-
ent®, that is, unblased and free. ;

. .The plan of God is centered in Christ, whom we are to
- ¥praise, reverence and serve...". The dlscernment is to be
'i‘exerclsed in the choice of the means and ‘ways- of loving

‘gChrlst.

- The Splrltual Exerclses ‘are the development of these

-~ two great lines : that of the love of Christ, and that of
. discernment in this love. It is in “the developlng of this
- and not merely in the afflrmlng of it - that lies thej
'jwhole orlglnalaty of the. thought of S§t. Ignatlus.
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“The simplicity of the account that fol-
lows,and the reflections it stimulates,
challenge us in our deepest being. They
stir us to question ourselves as to how
faithfully we are living out our voea
tion, one that seeks to "follow Christ
poor and humble, and is confirmed and
~expressed in our doing &o. . ;
This testimony offers, if we are lzsten—
ing, material for meditation, for it
comes from one of those who, through
faith and love, are "capable of intro-
ducing into history, in order %o make
it fruitful, a seed that comes from
elsewhere®, : T
Our thanks to Cecilia Palange for hav-
-ing shared it with us., (Editor's Note)

| GROWING TOGETHER

The thudding of the dirt as 1t hit the woo&en casket
of the grave they were filling impressed me deeply. We were
burying one of our faithful group members and friends,
Patro - a man for others, if ever there was one in his vil
lage; How the whole world, not only this mountaln bamlet,
need men of his calibre!

. Recent memories flashed through ny mina... His friends
bringing him home on a sitretcher of branches supported on
their shoulders when they found 'Thim: nnconsclous in the
mountalna from a sudden abdominal illness, Fulgenclo, with
the- one hand he had (the other had been cut off with a-

- machete years before by 4 jealous rival) brushing the flies
away from Patro's face, The 3-hour ride at 2 A.M down the
bumpy mountain road with our jeép to the emergency- room of
the city hospital (he came out of the emergency room almost
the same ags he went in, and had to return to his . remote
village in that eondltlon)..The palliative treatment, with

" an appointment to go back in two weeks for an examination
to see what was wrong. Patro never made it! There were the

-8




ntravenous infusions I had given him in. hia adobe hut to 
ralleviate his thirst gomewhate.. ,

AR Then his DEATH. I, sewlng at mldnight by candle-light
he white alb-like gown they put on hlm, and my adwmiration
-of the lady cutting it out of the thirty-five-cents-a-yard
‘material just by the measurements taken of Patro by knota
on a string. The simple casket lined with white paper that
was bought in the pueblo that night, The teams of men who
Were taking turns carrying it up the mountain till we re-
‘lieved them by tying it to the roof of our jeep for . the
bumpy mountain climb, A few campesinos, members of our owm
group, . singing as they stood around- the coffin, ‘which was
‘lighted only by some candles stuck in a banana tree, The
‘songs were favorites of Patro, with the message of libera-
tion, development and progress that he had tried so -hard
t0 live for. My tears blurred the words on +the paper aa
they fell on the pine needles gtrewn on the uneven dirt
floor, as I thought how often we had sung these songs to
~.gether in our campesino meetings. o o

- " Yes, all material thlngs of which he had so little,
' were left behind, as must happen to all of us one day. But
his growth as a person who had helped others to BTOW, all
athe sacrifices he had made for his community and his
friends, would accompany him  to "where neither rust nor
moth consumes, nor thleves break in to steal“ :

o When his brother tbanked me for what I had done for
Patro, I answered that this was a two-way deal: that I had
appreciated what Patro had donme for me., I had grown for
. having known him, So many had told me it was Patro-who had
juhelped them to wake up in many ways; and also”to belong to.
- our.group .of over 50 campesinos, where through union "and
‘regular dialogue there is ‘hope for an’ 1ntegral soclal de-
VVelopment. ; ,

) Patro had been 8 pioneer years ago in the startlng of
the cooperative Which is still struggling to exist, He re-
alized this was a dire necessity Aif progress wasg evér to
be made, since only united could the poor have. voice," Even -
as he was groaning with pain, this was one of" his 1ast pre
occupations.

10 -



http:u.nite'dcou.ld
http:direnec'essity.if

In group, we had experzenced together whatever PToj-

.ect seéemed necessary +to solve problems. of every-day ex
istence in their village. You name it, and we had tried 1%,

There was the chicken project for eggs. Then the rabbits

for meat. Then the pigs for an income, And the agricultur-

al techniques and loans which we are still at, Perhaps

anyone coming here. would be disappointed t0 see the few

. traces left of the past projects, But the struggles . that
we have gone through together have entiched us mutually.:

We have not sat with our arms crossed. Again, together we .

had grown. ' :

Our main obsﬁacle was not technlcal ignorance as many‘
mlght think but...POVERIY !!! Why are they and so many
others that poor? I'm sure that an economist Gould give a.
detailed amn analysis, but I would like to mention something -
-that he probably doesn't taken into account, but which ser
iously affects social development.‘ Statistics are not
enough, we must get to the reality of the daily " life of
- the oppressed. We recall Christ's message, "I have come. so.
that they may have life and have it in abundance”, Christ
wasn't the type to mesn this for only a few : His love was =
‘universal. The trouble is that for many who have, univers-
al means ME and MINE - in other words; selflshneaa.

. Reflect for a moment how different it would be if we -
Just changed "Am I my brother's keeper?" to "I am ,my
brother's keeper." What most of us need is a change of
heart which would lead to an attitude of "othermess". Not,
‘whatts in this for me, ©but, what's in this for all of us!
- How often we forget that we're all sons of the same Fath
er! B A oS

This is for all people everywhere: on a village  or
city level; as persons, families, friends and neighbors.
On a national level: what is good for our people, not, how"

can I fill my pockets more (as we see it donme in this -

‘mission country from where I am writing). On an internat - -
‘ional levels justice and consideratzon in transactions car
ried out eapeelally with the. smaller countries that are 1n;
process of development. For some -countries that have pow=
er it's only what they can get out of it that counta. Citi
zens of these countries must take an interest in this be-‘
cause world-wiﬂe social development dependa on it,

o1y
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Let's tak‘e ‘bhe G—olden Rule out of 'l;he moth balls
where gome have stored it. - A man's life has . ‘meaning if
through him' truth and love come into the world. Patro, near
ly fifty years old when he died in his poor mountain vile
lage, was one of those whose life had meaning, and - will
continue to have meaning, to those who kmew him, Christ's
life had and still has THE greatest meaning! Would we, who
pass ‘bhrough this world bat once, want to do 1eas ?

Cecilia ?Ams;g, :
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INDIAN CI:CS REPOR![’ ON 1974 .

by Anthony MARTYRIS °

The year 1974 is nearly over and we have to thank God'
for the numerous graces he has showered on our CLC moves
ment all over India., Broadly our efforts took the follo-
‘wing direction: : - ’ - :
1. RETREATS: Several retreats of 3,5 and 8 days' duration
were conducted in v1llages and cltles all over the country.
Qhroughout ‘the year, some guided and others preached. Many-
had the"Exerclses slant'. It is a joy to note that the au.
thentic - plrltual Exercises of St. Ignatius are gradually
‘catching on' and quite a few groups made-the authentlc
Exercises in commmity.

P FORMATION COURSES: The NSPFI and the National Secretarla
te,working closely together, conducted several courses of
3,8 and 15 days' duration for moderators and lay CICers
from federated and other areas at the National Centre, Bom[
bay,The subjects included themes from the Spiritual Exercl
ses and the fundamental themes of CILC. Latest technlquesl;

and dynamics were used to give those participating an ex-.

perience of communlty and a groundwork in CILC leadership,
with its threefold emphasis on a formation = that is human,

apostolic and spiritual, It is especially. encouraging %o

note that several participants went back ‘to- their homes
and conducted courses in their local environment. §everal

Diocesan Federations also took the initiative of conduc- .-

ting their own courses - hased on Rome '73, but of course
always with a local releévance., A very special feature has
been the startzng of a 12-month CLC Institute {indepth for,
mation course) at the National centre for 25 religious andi
lay people aspiring to a deeper life, vocation and train-
ing in CIC. The followmng is the programme chalked out for
January 1975~ - '

-1
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- (a) Youth Conventlon at Lonavla -

(b) Guided Retreat at Vithalwadi, Poon
(¢) Live-In-Experience at Poona - 6 days. ,
(d) Natlonal Executlve Council Meeting at Poona -

2 days. -

3. THE EXECUTIVE: Though separated by large distances, the
f'Executlve has largely worked as a close team united by pra
-yer and sharing by correspondence. Responsibilities have
.~ been allocated so as to try and make CIC reach all parts
“. of India. This effort has been supplemented by visits to

. different federations and areas by the Executive Counecil
' members, members- of the ‘Secretariate and even other CLCers

 ;“carry1ng the good news of Sodallty regeneratlon.

T4 MORNING STAR: One of the- happy bonds llnklng the 18 af-
. filiated Diocesan Federatlons and 25 other areas.- asplrlng
to federate to the Natlonal Pederation is the CIC newsma- -
gazine Mornlng Star which has been glven a completely new
look" by the Secretarlate. Artlcles on OLC that are simple
and experlmentlal, news and views - loecal, dlocesan, natio
nal and international ~. gospel enguiries and Chrlst-encoun
ters ‘making Scripture a living experience, and 1eadersh1p
technlques, form the structure of thla small—smzed, low—
kprlced CLC family news-magazine.

 5 UNITY IN DIVERSITY: Working as we are in a land of many
.customs, cultures and - lesnguages, the national Federation
5has constantly tried to encourasge "indigenisation". Bub-TFe
‘derations have been formed in some Dioceses for a better.,
‘appreclatlon and integration of CLC in the country's.diver
se cultures., Different areas have taken the initiative of
conducting’ formation courses in the vernacular, of translg.
tion the General Principles and other CLC literature in
their respective mother-tongues, Some are even involved in
translations of the Lectionary and in working with litur-
gical experts in evolving a relevant indigenised liturgy. .

thers have -published their own Hand-books on €LC and -
bring out regularly News—letters - that keep them in “touch
w1th ‘the wider c1C movement.

6. SmNSE OF THRE CHURGH' The. GLC contlnues to be front~ llne
n. the act1v131es and ‘aspirations of the Church in India v
tO—day and - a strength and support to 1ts pastors.‘ It is




with deep gratitude “that we acknowledge the encouragementﬂ
received from the hierarchy, clergy and religious almost

everywhere- in the country. The CLC is represented on many |
Parish Councils, Diocesan Pastoral Councils, and on:the Na

tional Advisory Councll to the Cathollc Blshops' COnferen—:
ce of India.

7. IN - THE WORLD: CLCers aim %o carry out théir "unity of

life" by an effective integration of their life of faith

with their mission in the world. They try to be the "lea-

-~ ven" wherever they are - in their homes, schools, colleges

.or places of work. This has led on .occasion. to the welcome .
transformation.or reform of"unseeing" people. and of undesi

rable structures. You come  across CLCers in different

walks of life and in different fields of the apostolate -

from the simple village catechist, to the field-worker in

‘co-operatives, community develowment and the teeming slums,:
to the humane research-scientist working on his inventions .
for the benefit of mankind, to the- press-man and orator de

nouncing injustice -and calllng for positive reform - so-

¢ial, political, economic and religious. More and more ba-

sic communities of love, trust and disceimment are growing;

a few centres for spiritual .formation, direction and so-

cial service are springing up in different parts of the

country - signs of a Church (and - a movement) that wishes

to identify itself more and more with the poor of "the coun

try.

8. MISCELLANEOUS: It .is encouradging  to observe that the
CLC is-now more a YOUTH movement with about 75 % . of ¢its
members high school, college and working youth. We are hagy
py because more than anythlng else, youth are the-best in-
‘dicators of the "signs of 'the .times" "and bring their zeal
and zest to play in an environment that eries out for chan
ge. o S _ I

' _.The National movement has througﬁ prayer, corres
pondence and sharing of magazines been in close touch w1th
the World CLC Federation in Rome, with some of the 48 other
countries that are affiliated to the World body -and es-
pecially with 9 Asian countries through the Asian Link

started last year — all of which really makes us be and . -

feel a united World. famlly.,‘
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i o The CLC for the slck, aged ‘and’ 1nf1rm whlch star,»
ted a couple of years ago in Calcutta has now spread to
,,Qullon, Madras and Bombay. We thank the Lord for the bond
- of mutual suffering and solace that unites this . commmity
~end pray that through their loving sacrlflces many more
 souls may be won for Christ. :

. , Flnally, the C1C is also- grlpped by the wave of
the Holy Spirit - that is engulfing to-days' world in its
beauty and splendour - largely through the Beumenical  mo-
vement understood in its widest perspective, the Charisma-
. tic movement and #Marriage Encounters. We praise the Lord
for using- us, His’ hunmble 1nstruments for-His mission of 1i

" “beration and splrltual heallng. We shout from the rooftops

our Hosarmnas and Alleluias to Him, our Lord, Master and

Father at whose feet we.are happy to lay our achievements .

. and our short—comlngs for the year. 1974 spent in Hls ser—
" vice. : : -

JAPANESE CLCS : A RHYTHN OF GROWPH

Py  Kamuo IKARI

SN Our Christian Llfe Communities in Japan glve evidence;
it seems to us, of a rhythm Qf growth - 1n both depth cand

Lf,numbers.<

, Some 51gns of the growth in depth are the 1nd1v1dual—
Sl y-gulded Splrltual Exercises (a seéssion of 8 days and, two .
“of 6 days), our' seminar on the Exercises,. and our movement
for-daily meditation, with its pamphlets that &0 out to.

4'~more than 2500 .subscribers. - And the act of consecration

(or commltment) to Christ in CLC made by 38 members in aif
ferent parts of Japan. It was really impressive and consol
ing to see the 24 members of Tokyo -around the- altar; de—

W clarlng ‘with all simplicity and 31ncer1ty their 1ntent10n )
. %o serve Christ in everything. The novel" element this’ year K
" was the commitment of couples..
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) The tlme we can best tell how our Federatlon is g01ng

"is in the Natlonal Conventlon, . held for four days in Aug—
ust, with more - than 150 participants. from all . over the
country. - The program, in the form of a formation course,

was planned, exiremely well prepared ahd directed by Miya

" zaka Ken'ichi and Watanabe Yorlzuml, whom many: 6f you know
from Augsburg. (Tomo Egashira was in Burope at the time

for the Toulouse Session on leeratlon and the Taizé CQun— )
c11 of Youth.) ‘

. A year ‘2go the conventlon theme ‘had been " "leeratlon
from the Value System of Present Japanése Society". . This
year we were searching for the value that needed to be
stressed now, and it seemed to us -that COMMUNITY, especial
_1y communlty with the poor,was what Christ wag ;suggestlngf
to us., The convention,a great .succes in itself, .ended with
two questions that remain as a challenge " and as a program‘
for this. year : with WHOM should we communicate and share?
WHAT should we comimunicate (our time, our things,- llfe,
" ourselves...)? In preparing the gathering, the guidance of
Father Nicolas, the outstanding theologian in Japan on the
subject of liberation, was most helpful., As a result our
Publications Committee has put out a pamphlet on leera—'
tion, and it has been very well received. -

The practical fruit of the convention will be séen in
the one of this year, but even now we can tell it was a ve
ry good one, In olr country the biggest need 1is to help,

ﬂChristians t0 have a falth—experienée in ccmmunlty. Most
of our groups begin from such an experlence too., And in
this convention, many of our members felt strongly drawn
-to give themselves to Christ through CIC. It was extraordi
nary : God gave us a very special grace this year, which
.moved many people 1in a Way I have never seen, ,especlally ,
at Mass. Now.we are. already busy preparing rext year's. ses .
sion and handling what we would ¢&all the routine (and: yet»
the most important) ,work of formatlon of our members, es—
pe01ally the leaders and the ecclesiastical assistants.,

We have 1ncreased too the number of groups, partloul—
arly what we would call "pre—CLC—stage“ groups, end in-
depth contact w1th pecple who w1ll.form groups in the fut—‘
ure. .

What we would Tike to do is expand our influence in
the parishes, to help the faithful there deepen their spir
i,1tualvlzves 80 that they can commit themselves to others.,

“
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> Most of the parlshes 1n uapan are- rather small in numbers
- {many would not have more than 150 persons coming on ‘Sun-
" days) and. tradltlonally 1t is other movements that are. es~
tabllshed there. ‘

The beat way ‘we can help them is 1nd1rectly- to go “to”
glve retreats - and geminars {our two- priests go somewhere
‘every weekend and we are preparing so that in ‘the near fu-
ture some . of our lay members can go too) to all parts of
. dJapan, and then to keep contact with the leaders 1nd1vudu~
ally and to help them 1n any way we can - letters V1S1ts,
ete, : , . ;

N We can aséist~diréctly too, by,helﬁing, them to form ;
‘groups .of young married couples., In Japan this is ‘some-

.- thing new in. the Church., So now they are asking us in many

places to aid them -in' this area. The only difficulty is
that we do not as yet have ‘a good program of formation in
the CLC. way of life for families, A good result of this -
. new trend has been to change the image of CIC: most of the

.priests had viewed CLC as a movement for students, whereas
"now we are appearing more and more as a. movement of adults.

Thanks to the. effort of somegmembers, our relatlons
with other Christian movements have improved much. ' Now we
are collaborating with the Episcopal’ Commission of Pastoral
and lay xpostolate -and are preparing, together with oth-

;1fJers, “a seminar for priests on problems of young couples.,
‘But the. best service .we have done for the Church is probab

ly =~ the lay Apostolate Seminars; ‘these have already been
©. held seven. tlmes in collaboratlon with the other Cathollc

" movements,

= Of course, there are many weak points in our Pedera—
- tion, too.. The lack of awareness in many members, the lack
' of stability (espe01ally in the students after. graduatlon
,or ‘when they marry), the lack of tlme.... -The oppressmon '
of the consumer society is .. sirongly felt in many areas of’
Clife, and our ‘movement too is naturally affected by this.,

. And yet we, feel unlted in Chrlst and in His cause,
not only among ourselves here in our. uapanese Federatlon,
~but w1th our CLC frlendS' in the rest of Asia and every-
~ where in the world. . We always flnd it most consollng to
,éxchange news and’ prayers with them, and to share with
~them in the work .of discernment by all of what. the Lord

-+ Wwishes,

26 -




- FORMATION AND MISSION IN THE CLCS oﬁ‘cﬂzLE

1, Evangelization : Although 90% of its pcpulation is
. ' Catholic, our country is still a mis-
,slonary land There are many places whose inhabitants need

- %0 be evangelized, So, as our. conteibution to the work of

- the Chilean Church, we decided, this year,;to do mission-
‘ary work in different parts of Chile. During 25 days, 100 .
CLC members evangelized in the region of Chiloe in the
south of Chile, 1000 kilometers from Santiago, the capital,
" Another 150 members aid missionary work in the San Felipe
. region, 120 kilometers from Santiago. WorkzngyonAmlssiona V
'in the interior of the Atacama Desert (northern zone of

_Chile, 1800 kilometers from the capital) for 15 days were

35 other members. Iastly, . 100 more did the same kind of
work for 15 days in the Lampa region around.Santiago,

. Por our CLCs these missions meant a renewal of their
Christian commitment. TFor the Federation it was a baptism
of fire because of all the problems involved in organizing
the effort - the f1nanc1ng, arranging food and lodging,
thé preparatory ‘courses for those who did the missionary
work, the contacts with the Church ‘hierarchy, etc. 4s you
see, little by llttle our- ‘CLC movement 1n Chile is: becom_
ing a reality. .

2. Fo gggt*on Project : We just finished a Formation Camp

. o for CLC prep-group members,held in
'thé*interior,pf Chillan, " which is about 400 kilometers
- from Santiago, over a 15-day pericd. During this time work
- wag done -in small groups (pre-CLC) with short sessions on
Ignatian spirituality, group dynamlcs, etc. '

' 3. A881sting Pre-CLCs : For a whlle now we have had a prq;
: - ect going in which our pre—CLC
groups (voys) have as their "moderator" or agsistant full-
time university students.in their last two years, This is
'somethlng new, in that the pre—CLCera have at their side a
‘young moderator only a few years older +than themselves,
someone who with all his youthful vigor and enthusiasm
transmits to them the mesaage of Chriet and helps them in
their lives.
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{"4. Factogz Work We are stlll busy with this project,
 which involves work done - in a factory.

,‘vf The aim is that the persons involved .become aware of the
- meaning of work and understand people who are less e

ducated and less skilled. It is not a tourist visit to an

':& enterprise nor a matter of going there to teach the work-

. erg. Rather this insertion into the workers® world raises
“the guestion of what the role of Christians is today, and

"f,helps us o grasp the 11berat1ng dlmension of our faith,

L 5. Teachigg. Thig pro;eet is stlll g01ng on. In it, the

CLC members teach religion- in the secondary
,schools of the country, thus aupplying for the lack of

‘7 teachers that exists today in" thls field,

R Spiritual Exerc1ses‘ Convineed ‘that these are the 8pe=-
. . eific source of our spirltuality,
" we w1ll have thia year the Exarclsea -of & days. for those
_university students among our membera who want to commit
- themselves still more to the service of man - (the Church

- and the WOrld, not aeparate but - 1ntegrated)..

75f:7. Studies Progect This is something new that we hope to

carry out during this year. It will

'~f'involve joznt studies between the different CLC members

- (professional people, university students, priest-assis-
tants, workers) about the real situation of our underde-
»"veloped countries and what our role in them must be,

“~‘8, Other,Actlvities 3 We are eontinuing with some. actlviu
o " ties such as giving' commun:.ty help
~ to those ‘who are’ building their own houses in Osorno (this
im being done by the Osorno CLC) ‘and in Antofagasta (1600

" kilometers from Santiago). We are continuing too with our
'-,~activ1ties for promoting the sacrament of Confzrmatlon, a-

,proaect for theology studies, etc.
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MIGRANT WORKERS IK EUBOPE

by Aade RAIGA

In the last issue 1t was ‘a problem of Africa of which
we spoke, the drama of the famine in the Sahel., Let us now
study one of the most acute social problems: that Burope.
has today: the migrant workers, Clearly, it is not a ques
tion of a study properly so called, -which would take much
more space. Rather it is a matter here. of a simple de-
scription of the steps followed in posing a problem whichV
is often con31dered at the atart ag mainly social,

AS ALWAYS. FIRST WE NUST BECOME INFORMED

As if we didn‘t receive enough information - about¢
things like this from the mass media and from everyday
life! But such information is usually partial, appealing
to the sensibilities of people or to the spectaeular, al-
- ways focused on partlcular cases,

The 1nformation we ‘need to seek should be, on the con
trary, it seems to me, of two kinds°‘;.' :

-~ On the one hana, it should rest on personal experlenoe. '
We know, we Europeans, that the immigrant workers are
often badly housed, poorly paid, have unfavorable Worke
ing conditions, ete., But that does not have much bo do
with what one gathers from a personal encounter, when
they tell you how overcrowded their rooms are, how lone- .
ly they are on Bundays, the gdministrative dlfficulties
{"red tape') they meet wi%h, how they do. not feel ‘safe

- in certain cities, ete. - Obviously I will not encounter

. migrants unless I beleng to “graas-roots" organlzations
of a political, labor, social or civic kind... At least
one can read their own witness as given in ‘certain books

‘and periodicals, if I have no contact with them becausel'%~

of the self-chosen ghetto in which I livel.

On the other hand, tbe information I acguire needs 0 be.
sufficiently. comprehensive and technlcal. There one can

discover how vast the phenomenon is - around 10 million

- persons in Europe., One needa to see what countries they
come from, what areas of work they are in {these are ver
g llmlted in number), what their level of skllls are,

etc. ‘ . .
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c It is here that I realize it is question of a EQSSIVB;
~1phenomenon, and that therefore

.« the. solution is not just a national one but ‘must - be
- sought at a _European .level; and that fundamentally, it
concerms the relations between industrialized countrlee
—and countries in the process of development.

',that the prohlem is not merely social but also -and above
~ all economic : it - is not by chance +that: they are in our
countries, nor is it entirely because they . want to be,
in spite of appearances.And one cannot accept the phrase
one hears so often : "if they don't like it, all +they
have to ao is stay at home"! : S

s VHAT IS J:N*vomm)

4 One is led then to draw up & balance sheet  in regard
$o thls migration for the two economies that are involved.
We lxmit ourselvea here to several key factore. :

1e Advantagee

. = demographic : The countries . receiving the migrants all»
bave populations that are becoming older, whzle the mi-
" grants keep the ‘population growing.
" -~ gconomic : The 1mmigrants provide labor that is not very
skilled, but often indispensable in. countries where the
.~ industrial growth; so rapid,  requires that more workers
- for ‘such undkilled Jjobs be dvailable, Even today when
unemployment is worsening, +the presence of these mi-
. grants is essential in certain sectors. (construction s
- steel manufacturing, certain public services) for which
’~Aunemployed citizens would not be available, The migrant
‘workers  have = for twenty yeare played an essential role‘
“in the development of Buropean economic power, .
. financial : Research done makes it possible to calculate
“in each country the net profit ultimately : derived from .
L the empleymenx ‘of migrants in place of native workers,,
' even, taking account of. the fact that their productivity
© is . generally somewhat lower, and countlng too the cost
" of special social ‘assistance furnished them, This comes
" mainly from the fact that, while paying the same “taxes
“and assessmente as others, the mlgrant workers :

- receive wages that are often lower
- are often provided for their living, with what is of.
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,~;¢inferior qualitg (housing, for example)
- receive less benefit from. thay which -is. prov1ded for
collectively (schools, health assistance, ete.), be- -
cause their families generally stay in their own
" countries, . and they themselves have come as adults-
© . to the new country, Now it is the children’ anﬁ the
. ',elderly who "cogt" the most in the area of social asa
sistance (above all, where health is concerned).

2) egat ive asgects

The real problems posed with regard to Western e econo- -
mies ‘are mainly those resulting from the fact that. their
salaries are meostly sent back to their countries (but that
"allows them and their countries to import. considerable con
sumer products from the wealthier countries), and the fact
that as a result there is & delay in the mecbanizatzon of -

certaln industrles in the poorer countries.

For the country where the immlgrants come:- from the
immediate advantage is clear:it 1essens unemployment there
and ‘supports whole families or even villages with the sala
ries of the foreign workers, But the long-term wesults are

dlsqu1et1ng- a bloodletting of the active, young, mascu- °

line population, which can bring with it an economic stag~—.
nation and profound cultural changes (if only at the level
of consumer desires which the economy of the country is 1n»
capable. of satlsfying, and 80 must 1mport more).

‘But here we are stlll on the level of a technical stu"
- @y -that describes and analyzes but does not judge, for it‘
 imagines +that things could not be different.  Now we- need
to step back a bit and notice what kind - of soclety and
what kind of economic relations form the basis for: 1mm1gra.
tlon of workers 1n its present form."

WHAT KIND OF SGCIETY

) What kind of relationshlps create +this aert of mlgrau

tion?

- in the field of labor- One thus has available a manpower

. which is not very demanding, does little to demand its
‘rights (until very recently!), is little unionized (it -
seems only 5% belong to labor unions), is politieally
quiet and untroublesome, and is quite mobile (since usu-
 ally there  is little attachement to a given place, the .
Vfamlly not 11ving there). How can one fail to see that




v,w1th apparently dmvergent interests an rea ionsQ;AAnd‘
. some do mot hesitate to play on this d1v1sion. o :
= in the. soeletv.,A certain category of persons is then as
- -signed’ the most burdensome - and dirtiest work, So why
- should one be OOncerned about trying to 1mprove their
, working ‘conditions? ‘That becomes the hidden side of the
Cbright industrial picture and everyone is almost upaware
~ of it until a revol$, more or less brutal, forces us-to
.open ‘our eyes. It is only then +that the aituatlon gets
,;g,referred to in one of the newspapers.
~-in _the world at large: We must look behind the aimplyg
tic idea -that the two klnds of countries involved both
‘profit from the immigration of the workers,  While it
does help - to resolve for the moment some acute problems
. in the developing countries, . it is above all the indus-
r~trialized societies which-base their econouny- to a consld'
~'erab1e degree on the use of 1mmigrant labor ‘that profit‘
. from the arrangement. One thus flnds oneself faced with
E3anotber ‘agpect, not usually noticed, of ‘the’ internatlon;
- al division of labor. Some countries speciallze in fur-
> nighing at low prices raw materials and Banpéwer, . while.
. -others make use of these factors of production and keep
”};for themselves the "yalue added", :

: Does this mean that the 1mmigration should be. halted,
4and these millions of workers sent back to their own- coun-
,tries* Certainly not, That wonld be. a eatastrophe for both

a\parties.,But what we are led to ask ies this: -

- on the one hand, "what good ig an arrangement of things,

 “ which rests essentlallyron the transplanting of millions
of men- far from their country “and their families into
societies into which they cannct easily be: integrateﬁ,
even granting that that would be desirable”

- on the other hand, can we look on as sufficient,action 7
- - “that focuses. mainly on the social problems of ‘thisg dmmie
. gration- (housing,. literaey, 1egal ana administrat1ve

Jiald, etc.)a;_1~, - ‘ o

‘[In any case, 1t seems to ns that effectlve action saeking.
. to respond to the real. needs of the 1mm1grant workers must
_have as a basis an exact economic: analysis (documents and

jstudies .on thls are not lacking ‘for those . who look for

Otherwise ore rTuns . the rlak, unwittingly, of doing
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