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‘:NEny readers wrlte s to say now glad they :

- are to receive PROGRESSIO. They tell us they
like its content, and find im it reflections
and accounts of experiences that touch. claae,
ly on’ the personal optlon they have once-
made in recognltlon of and response to a

d'_cali

.

»Many say to us too that our rev1ew congti~
-tutes. for them the only means of be1ng~;n- o
. forméd about and linked with CIC. around the..
World, and that in and through this - quite .
- ‘modest. 1nstrument, they flnd a perspectlve;*“
-of tne Church )

These reactlons lead us to make a auggeqtiont 

" to our subsarlbers'

Could EACH OF US take the responsibility (at
the next meeting of his group, for example)
- of presenting PROGRESSIO to the members of
~his CLC? To mention and discuss with them
this or that article which touches ' more

closely on their concerns? -And so to -inter—.
est other members in énjoying with-us the
‘issues during 1975. ‘ : :

If each of.our:readers weré't0~interestvhim;
self in finding at the start of this year

1 NEW SUBSCRIBER

‘and so translate into action his ' apprecia-
tion of PROGRESSIO, he would be taking re-
sponsibility for a part of its future. Isn't
this something each one of us could do? Sure.
1y it is, And a way too of effectlve support
and sharing among the readers of the 79 coun
tries that receive. PROGRESSIO. -
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: F O REW 0 R D ) o o
, The season of” Ghrlstmas and -~ ‘the New Year 'is. still :
wnear. It is a time - that quite naturally stlrs us to wish-
oyur frlends the best of everything. And yet, how can wé ‘do
S0 without running. the risk of being superflclal or irre-
“sponSLble, if we pass oVer in silence the anguish that
- grips us before. the. accumulation of fécts and of ‘the news -
. that’ keeps repeatlng to us the same thlng.,mllllons of men
;;ﬂare 1n danger,of starvatlon.fs‘
v SoVwe:wpuld ‘like smmply to say to all our, readers
~ that, with them, we seek  to find ‘the means - beyond mere
-words. ~ ‘of ‘wishing and extending to our hard-pressed broth:
erswhat they have been‘waltlng for so long.: JUSTICE. And ,
the absénce of love, finds for us its. expression ‘in the .or Ny
,1entatlons we decided upon together ‘during-our .last. Gener,f
gl Assembly, in 1973. We recall here the. first point: “"to
become involved concretely and 1mmed1ately, to. situate one.
‘self so as to transform political, economic, social, cultu )
ral .and rellgmous structures, or simply to-improve-them )
within the framework suggested by the talk of Father de la'
Costs [ Supplement to Progre3310 n® 2 November 1973] and
1n the splrlt of the Magnlflcat
, Whatever form our partlclpatlon takes and. however mod
est it be, are we quite sure that: our efforts;- our,work
“the dlfferent‘ responsiblities that - we assume, are in-
‘scribed within this world perspective of solidarity and of
‘sharing? Or is there reason to adjust our 51ghts by chang
es or by decisions that. break with what we are domng” And:
then, how can we fail to be challenged with regard to our
consumer habits, simplicity in our living, and the conm
¢rete sharing with others that these ought to permit?.
These practical querles can help us to be alert and to .re-
veal to us the quality of our sérvice “in the concrete, ‘the
extent of our gift of self -and the truth of our adh831on
to the WAY of Chrlst poor and humlllated. G :

It is along thls path that PROGRESSIO would llke to -
advance with its readers all'durlng,19?5.wzt 1sN1n_thlsﬂ. E
perspective that the review will direct its.various series .
of articles this year: : R R T
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A_Fdilbwin"AChristﬁ In the splrlt of Number 4 of the Gen- -
~eral Principles, we - will: explore furthe ,the ~central and-

‘decisive ‘role of the Splrltual ‘Bxercis ;,lnrthe formatlon o

ffmembers of the Chrlstlan Llfe Commmnities.’

 ?1"at1an Hel gvto Pra Better"5 Some commentarles on thei

 7{"Add1t1ons" in the. text of the Exercises’ wlll help us to
;f;prepare ‘and begln our medltatlon in favorable condltlons"

) "Soclo—ﬁconomlc Sltuatlons Around the World" —,Several an-\’
‘alyses of sltuations to stimulate us to become. capable of
Lassnmbllng and gatherlng 1nformatlon reflectlng upon. it
.and. evaluatlng it, so as to pass from the apparent resultsf‘
" to the causes, often hldden. ‘This ,step, as one sees, is
,fprellmlnary to, and prepares the mater1a1 necessary for,
dlscernment.v , ; o

- "CLC Means of Formatlon“ ~.In thls serzes, after sxtuatlng,’
‘;{the ‘goal to be pursued in CLC formatlon, we w1ll -present
‘ %he pr1n01pal means  of formatlon used by natlonal federa—.
: “tions, brznglng out what factors seemed to be respona;ble )
- for success or failure.V_ S -

1 '"Events" - We have received several 1etters about this: ser, 
. ies begun last year, all of them favorable. They ask that ‘

¢ these . articles presentlng in an obgetlve way lmportant

ot vents in the world by a person of competence, be contlnueda
“(And as in the past there w111 be news about Our members
_‘here and there , as well as. other articles judged useful.
" But ABOVE ALL there will contlnue, with the wide backing
Cof Youth—GLCs _shown- throughout the year,- YOUTH-PROGRESSIO,~
’%ﬁfor whlch Peggle Telscher w111 thls year be respcn51ble‘

: These then are the thenes that the Executlve Coun01l,
v{proposes for thé year 19?5. To sum-. them up, we could say
- these different series of articles, _far from belng paral——
1. ledl tracksj,'are very. closely linked with each,other. They
" show - the unity of a life of faith lived out in concrete
~gituations., They <a1m at blndlng ug . ever closer to. Jesus' .
. Christ, in " order - tp share in the plan of His Faxher and—v
‘ fto serve Hlm today in all men.< : -
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SPIRITURL EXERCISES AND CLC

Jus’co G, TARRIO s.;y.j

For those who follow PROGRESSIO ‘and its" contentsf

closely, it may be somewhat surprising that once more -

-and -we - plan to continue this series throughout the year
1975. - we take -up agaln in key artzcles: ‘the theme of the
’Splrltual Exerc1ses. -

It might seem that we have: already wrltten enougn on .
the .Exercises,. and that the PROGRESSIO Supplement - (Aprll,
'19?4},'“Freedom for Service: How to Use the Indiv1dually-r
guided Spiritual Exercises", by Fr. Alex Lefrank,wiil more
than suffice, and that we could leave it at that.

Nonetheless, when the naw Permanent Committee on the -
Dynamics of the Exercises (newiy- created . by the .Executive
Councll of the World Fedcration) held its first meeting in-
Rome in November, 1974, we. reallzed that there was atlll a
1ong .road ahead to travel, In reallty, while we have- pub—
.lished varlous' articles on this topic, - 80 closely linked
‘Wlth the spirituality .and. mlssion of CIC, 1t mist be rec-
“cgnlzed that the practice of the. Exercises, for a varlety
of reasons, is not yet as extensive . or as solid in our
' movement as a_ whole as would be des1rable. ' '

. So one of the key decisions taken oy the Permanent
Commlttee was to present throughout the year 1975, a ser-
1es of articles relating to the content of the Ignatian Ex
ercises and.thoh effective way of making and giving them,
The aim in  +this is that this experience that many of us
have made, and which for all members of .CLC should be bas-
ic, may become eVer more.widely used and firmly rooted.

At bpttom, we are deeply con71nced that no really com
" mitted .action. under the dmpulge of the  Spirit - and onkyi
‘such’ actlon is really liberatlng -~ can take root and be ef
fective w1thout the interior force of the Lord who converts
‘us, calls us and sends us on mission., And it is" this con-.
viction that has led us to 1nsist, on the world. 1evel, on

the reflection needed ‘about this- speciflc source and char— o

acteristic instrument, as the General Prmncxples p01nt outh
in Number 4.
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O For some of our members these ‘articles we are now be
'»Vfginning will  furnish motivation for them to “enter 'fully
_--into this spzrztual experience. For others, already accus- -
- tomed’ to this ‘internal process -of the Exercises, it will
.. offer an opportunity to deepen and clarify to. -some. extent
“what they have experienced. For them: too 1t will confirm
. that the dynamic of the Exercises can and should inspire
-~ our entire life, both personal and communltarian, as well
- . as the discernment that we make use of in order to serve
‘men better in the common effort of liberatlon. S

- Ihe Exercises, ' Fr. Meurizio COsta, in an article pub-
© . Instrument for . lished in CRISTTANI NEL MONDO (December
- «Todaz S 1971), asked himself whether the Ignat-
o . ian Exercises continued to be effective

: in the pastoral field and in the spiri-
A‘n'tual life of the postconclllar Church., His reflections on
- - thisg theme showed very clearly that the answer was "yes",
- Por- example,-~1t ig interesting how the author ‘highlights
the profound interaction between the - Exercises and the
.. .sense of a community seeking always its - greater service,
- Now, three years. later, there is not the slightest doubt
‘that the" afflrmat1ve answer of Father Costa has ‘been’ prov~,
en by’ experience. For the communitles that have: come %o
'percelve the splrltual-apostollc dynamism of the Exereises
‘have not only managed to achieve a: cohesion. among their
. members by these roots in a common experience; more thanA
* that, the Spirit of the Lord "has been leading these game
,:fcommunltles along the difficult and risky road. of seeklng
~ and finding the will of the Lord both as. ‘regards the per-
i;sons ‘who .are members of the communlty,' and as regards the
':communlty ag such ‘

Not only are the Exercises shown to be tlmely by this
_evidence of the . coheslon they effect between persons and
“-communities. They are as effective: .as ever, ‘we tend to
.- think, because they lead man. to meet God, a God—ever—great
T who reveals himself to us in silence and in- prayer, And.
.« he does this in order to seduce us, to convert us, to inte
. .grate us, to ‘draw .us and to call us, there precisely where
‘ ‘man yearms with all h1s powers to.serve the Iord in free- .
. . dom and to succeed in- ‘doing this always ‘more and better,
S in total adherence to the saving plans of God, And- -at bot-
"f‘tom this wasg the intuitlon of Ignatius through his own exu

~f”5 -




perlence of the Exerclses - that man felt withln hlm a:com

-.pelling: necessity to be. subgect to truth by. means of graee.,"

How many men and women dream of . ridding “themselves: of .
. their foolish baubles,‘ in-order. to ‘encounter: themselveg as

‘vthsy are, nelther ‘more nor less, before the Lord and before
,men. o _ S ’ . L .

It is. prece1se1y in  starting from thls "subgection,to
the truth” that man can open himself to the action of God's

grace in his heart, ‘and to the action of men in and through)'j'

the events that form. the v:.si'ble web of the "nw:.sible "
Word of the Lord .

For usy members of CLC, this is something we'eéﬁnbt'
forget. And perhaps, beginning with thie reflection, we
can come to  understand why we need to live ‘continually

" this style of life, which is that of a man who needs to. ar
‘rive at this truth through the total . confrantation of hlS'
llfe before God and before men.

" It must be stressed too, on,the other hand, that, as
members of CIC, we are trying to live ‘seriously our: commlt
went in favor of the liberation of the whole man- and of
all men, Do we need here too to take :account of the Igna—
‘tian Exercises? I think that everyone who took part in
the International Course of Rome and the Congress of Augs-
‘burg oL 1973 will agree that the answar is. yes. Why° ‘

As I gee it, for two basic reagons:

The flrst because in this llberation process, we our
selves have to take into account that we too are oppressed'
and strongly influenced (whether we know it or not) by so
many sinful situations -and structures, personal and colleg |
tive. It is not easy to feel ourselves free with the free-
dom of the mons of God so that we can loose ourselves from
so many bonds that keep us from leading -an evangelical
‘1ife, and therefore, keep. us from being free, bold, serene -

and effective, . And +through . the Exercises and - following
their intermal process, we will find means that the grace
of the Tord wants and can make use of, 10 help us walk the
road’ toward such a commmtment whlch demands an extraordi«-
nary freedom. SR L -

The second reason, because ‘it is precisely here, | i

B

;*ff
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gpearance of good - 80 as to kesp us’from £ 1loﬁ;ng the
way of the Lord. God is  calling us insistently'- even’
“shouting to us - to undertake this struggle for liberation,

'5,fa TOTAL lzberatlon, ‘complete for all men and complete for:

- each: ‘one of us, And our hearts need to be wide awake to;
' avoid deviations and illusions. For it will take all our
"'energzes to come. to understand that liberation'is ‘not ait-

"+ pated only'in the domain of the spirit, nor only in phe
"f3001al, political and economic order, Yes, it is true: on-

ly a deep  experience of prayer and discernment (key ele-\
- ments of the. -dynamism of the Exercises) will brlng us to
- grasp and to embrace the vast extent, the transcendence,

+that is meant by the word ‘and the sav1ng act‘of llberatlon.'

' 7:,Pregaraﬁion fcr:,' ‘When Ignatius Loyola began to glve the‘

' thé Exerciges. - Exercises to his companlons - and let
Do " ‘us remember -that he ‘wasg - not yet a
priest he was a. 1ayman - he grasped,

i l‘Wlﬁh that flne blend of psychology and. spirituallty grant-

ed - him by - the Lord, “that ~thisg - spiritual -adventure is-
not one for all, nor to be undertaken at mno matter
what  time, . More than that, in-some of - the ‘Directories.

of the Exercises (which offer suggestions and practical
comments for each of the weeks or stages of the Exercises)
attention is "called to the - need for this . selectlon an&;
... preparation; in ‘order that the one - -who ig going “to make
" ‘the Exercises will really profit - from them and not rather

- guffer ‘harm, = Not everyone has the. capaczty to. make them,

and not all tlmes are equally sultable.-

- Personally I am inclined to think that there are: twov
" means particularly whlch can further this- preparatlon 2

‘7°1ntro&uction to ‘prayer (even though it is very certain

':that the Exerclses are a school of prayer'), and aplrltual
- guldance. ~

Experience shows that a person who begins the Exercls”
es w1thout any - experience . of prayer converts . them into a
“gourse on prayer (even though it is very certain they aref
.a school of prayer'), and . that, -then, he needs to .return to
the Ignatian Exercises to be able to grasp 'and: assim1late

Lall +their internal dynamlsm, which ‘leads fo an. electlon or

»igdeclslon that ought to be hzghly sxgnlflcant din the llfe




of -each-exercitanty This previoue 1nitiati”n 1nto prayerv”
needs above all to be done when it is question of . the in-
,d1v1dually-gutﬁ a Exerclses, since the activity 1n them
falls mucb more dlrectly on the retreatanx.
= I thlnk we. all have at hand enough prectical meane to
-further better preparatlon by a well-arrenged 1nitiat10n
1nto prayer.,; B e T -
The . secend meane is splrltual guldance. With the did-
of a good guide we can become aware of shackles that bind
us ‘and the ways we are psychologically conditioned - It is
vexry ‘helpful to have detected these and overcome them, to -
' the degree possible, before enterlng into the demanding
,‘experlence of the. Exerciees. I do not mean ~ to say'that a
ﬁlehctomy exists between psychology and the - spirltual life.
"But I do affirm that, in not a’ few ‘cases, this’ splrltual
direction can help to discover if there exists a, "founda-
‘tlon for building®, that ‘ig, if there is sufficient. pSy~-"
;chic and ‘physical force- and enough clarlty and - anderetand—
1ng to ’enter w1th ease 1n$o Exerelses that demand the

These two means - inltiatlon 1nto Prayexr. and eplrltu—uf
'al guidance - will also be ‘a step forward ~ for the entire
work of: Splrltual dlecernment, supposed throughout the Ex—,
ereleee.' , S , T

To these two suggestlone for preparatlon for the Exer
cises, I would add the recommendation to read some e1mp1e
book about the Exercises, and, in general, ‘something on Ig
natian splrltuallty.‘ Many in this _preparatory atage have
been helped by reading and: aeemmilatlng the utoblegraggx
of St. Ignatlus Loyola c

Theee brlef notes w1th which we are opening thie eer—;
'ies of ‘articles on the Exercises aim at. no%hlng more than.
+6 situate them within the general framework of our world-;-,
wide CIC movement, and t0 nnderline. how relevant and: how
crucial it is %o grasp - more and more clearly that . our ao~;*
thlty neede always to be inspired by the: charism that we.
'have accepted as our- meane to live the ospel. EE .
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TWINNING - AN EXPRESSION OF COMMUNITY

Nicholas RIEMAN s, ;.'

'“TWlnnlng" -a kind of partnershlp between two. natlon

Tal CLC federations in which = they share with each other in

- speczal way - is an idea that surfaced at the last Gener
al Agsembly. -But the idea was not new, " There had already

R been encouraging expressions of - such mutual aid through

- direct conﬁacts'between certain COuntrles' for'some’yea:s.

" _But since Augsburg, the idea has really takenm root. . Twice

~in the last year the World Federation's Executive Council
‘hag- communicated with natlonal federations on’ “the’ gubject,

And just recertly, it established a Committee on Twinning
" to0 stimdlate and coordlnate ‘efforts in this fleld. This ar

ticle will furnish some background on the topie, while the

V,§; two short contributions that follow give the experience of
¢ two federatlons that have made use of thnnlng.fj; :

) . The "why" of twmnning is 51mple. A1l of us have be-
come ever more -aware that the World ‘cLe Federation ig in

' fact an international  community - a community of those"

.- groups and members everywhere who -are trying . to live out
- Ignatian splrltuallty as lay people in the world. Twinnlng,

~ is .simply oné expression of that community. Or, to borrow

“ija phrase from Vatican Councll I, it is a “sign and - causeﬁ
‘of that commurdity: a ‘sign. of the fact that it already eX~
ists, a means to help it grcw. -

- But if tw1nn1ng 13 to. be effectlve, there are. certaln,

:nfcondltlons neeéed ‘as experience has shown, To begin with, -
~ it must be, not paternalietlc, but an exchange between e-

" gual partners. Each of our federatlons needs - the help of
- others, each has something to- ghare with others: ‘It is the

't'9sp1r1t of the contemplation for love in the Sp1r1tual Exerk'

 ‘cises where, when two people’ "love each other,. each is read -
¥ to share with " the other whatever he has. There are, of

- codrae,~goqd reasons why ‘twinning is espe01ally ‘suitable

- between TFirst World and Thlrd World. countrles, gince a
.- sharing of material regsources forms part of it.  But the
"~ other riches of. each country need - -to be’ share& too. ‘CLC in
©. one country may possess a well—developed communlty dife,
. another federation may be outetandlng for its balanced and-
\,1n¢egrated‘format10n, a third may reflect strong commltt
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,,ment ‘in the social and polltlcal se"tor. And almost 1nevi-f
“tably, twinning will heighten awareness of the" economic in

equalltles ‘between countries, and the challenge to inter—

- national’ ‘justice that this poses, . So twinning - looks to a
;sharlng of many thlngs, perhaps first of all of experienc—

95¢ :

Thls means too that communicatlon - such thlngs as ex
.change ‘of. CLC publlcatlons, of personal correspondence, ev
en of photographs = plays.an 1mportant part’ in thnnlng.
And if the opportunlty of a visit or .a longer stay by a

' ‘member of one country in the - other occurs this is prec -

1mw.r‘ N ‘ o : T

If a natlonal “federation’ (or ‘a local CLC) W1shes to
twin, the next question is, "With which: country?®, . It may
be that Federation A already has close" contacts with Feder
‘ation B, and wishes to develop thése further. Between some
" First and Third World countries there may be natural affln,

-ities, for -any numher of reasons., Langusage needs 1o be. con
' . sidered too, for at least some leaders in each - éountry
Aneed to be able to communlcate 1n some common language.

An 1mportant condltlon is that, to bear its full
i fruit Awinning should be as widely spread as p0391ble. I—‘
deally, every country would be tw1nned with. at least one
other. Another is that any projects involvlng flnanclal
sharing be carefully selected in terms of priorities. To
help assure these goals, as well as to Sen51t1ze<natlonalf,
‘federations to -the values involved, a Committee on Twine .
ning, made up of 4 CLC members from 3 contlnents, has been.
set up and will soon- be communlcatlng with the .natlonal*/
- federations in more detall - ' :

One last p01nt. For all the reasons given above, .a
twinning relatlonshlp between mational . federations can be -
of real value., At the same tlme, we shonld recognize. that
even more important . for bulldlng communlty in CIC are ine-

,ternatlonal gatherings . where all countries exchange and
share (such as the Augsburg Assembly and the Rome '73 For

mation Course), the Solidarlty Fund, contlnental ok o other,‘\

. trips of Executive Counecil members or ‘other leaders, € X
changes between 6ur various 1nternat10nal commigsions, etc.
Sharing and communication of all. klnds at all levels ig esg
sential ¢+ if our World Feéderation is to become ever more
truly a world Christian Life Community. Twinning is one im
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PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN NATIONAL FEDERATIONS

When the Srl Lanka delegates took part in. the General

be Council. of Augsburg 1973, we had informal dlseussions with

i/the Canadian members. Théir readiness to understand the -

v'fproblems of Sri Ianka in furthering CLC development brought -

to our minds the idea of building a partnershlp in service
~for the future of our ‘two . countries. We were’ encouraged
in our thinking when the World Federation Secretariat is--
‘sued an -information. - bulletin (PROJECTS n® 10) on "Twin- '

~*gfn1ng“,and we promptly wrote to. “the Canadian CLC Federation

‘of our desire to. comblne our efforts -for :a more permanent

"‘;and 1ast1ng attachment particularly becaqse we had by

that time. recelved substanxlal asgistance from Canada in
- the completlon of our Natlonal Carpentry Tralnlng Project

©building, and. towards - the National. Serv1ee Centre  plans

““for the. local éevelopment of CILC.,  But “twmnmg" “fo us

. 'means more than financial asgistance. It calls for a funda
. ‘mental attltude and splrit of partnership, 1eading ‘to a
_ broad and effective exchange ‘of experiences and a eharlng

m*aof cultural, eplrltual and- materlal resources, as outllnealf
:;1n the Proaecte artlcle. ' ,

. We .are aware that more than half of what 13 produced
| in the world is consumed by only 12% of . the world's popula
j]tlon, livifg in- the affluent countries. ~The hardships and
- disabilities caused to the. people “in the developing coun-

Ztries by this unequal consumption pattern is sSomething we

~in Sri Lanka can bring to the conscious understanding of
. our: Canadlan brothers and s1stere through the CIC.: .Today
“the world spende nearly 225 bllllon dollars on- armamenxs,
very largely. by ‘the developed counﬁrlee. If: thls erazy
,bulld—up of- weapons of destruction can be. arrested and the
‘~tremendous energies, capaclty and,money used for such pur-;
- poses can ‘be turned over to suppl ‘Jthe daily needs of” the -

~itpeople in. want, then the stern an ‘hard faces of’ worry and*

hate wzll become smlllng faces of Joy ‘and’ gladness.

; We in-8ri Lanka have over the centuries bullt up or1
ﬁental tradltlons baeed onrﬁlndu Buddhiet -and Chrlst1an eul
;tures These" enrlchmente we' wish to. share- wlth our Canad;an
;_gbrothere and sletere.. Our llttle 1eland is hlstorleally‘

Sz -




well known for its beauty, as, "the pearl of the Indlan 0-
cean, " We invite them to come into our midst, live with us,
experience our life situations, - get to know our strengths -

. and weaknesses and help to kindle the -love and joy that
11v1ng in communlty with chrlst can brlng to all people.

- Qur CILC groups have 1nvolved themselves 1n the soclal
;needs,of,our country - educational training,  food produc—
- tiom, health, poor relief, destitution in the slums and eg
tate areas, unemployment, community building, etec., Service
in these areas calls for. updating our action = programmes
- and we look forward to twinning as a means -of gettlng to
know the techniques and advancements of . the West in meet-

- . ing thése challenging 31tuations more rapidly. On the oth-

er hand the West too can. learn much from the deep splrltu—
ality of the East. : :

-Thus we feel certaln that in aeveloplng our under—‘
fstandlng Jointly with-Canada in areas of human interest
we shall grow in faith,. 1ove, sharlng and mutual help, re-

' moving injustices. wherever they exist, as mémbers of one

family working towards the development of a world commun1~ ,\J
ty through Chrlst .

- John FERNANDOPULLE
Pre31dent, Sri Lanks’ CLC rederation

_ NEW TWINS t

. Ever ‘since Fr, Patrick Perera's visit to Montreal, in
1368, Centre Leunis has kept a2 special link with CiLCs of
Sri Lanka. For a few years, especially through our "Comité -
de développement"”, we were able to follow the progress of
CICs in that coantry, and their practical commitiment in sg-
cial needs of their mllleu. Our Regina Mundi CIC in Mbntre
al was interested in- .helping: .achieve specific - pro;ectsk
‘like the building of a Carpentry Centre  for the poor of’
the slums in Colombo. loreover, at the international meet-
ings in Rome and Augsburg in 1973, our delegates were able
to meet those of Sri Lanka, and they ‘highly appreciated
the genuine efforts of the Sri lanka Federation to live .
the General Principles and to carry out theé.teachings of -
the Holy Pather, namely in positive  social commitmeént,
When the Sri Lanka Federation asked for a twinning between =~
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four two federations, we felt as 1f we' had already beenw;
-~ twins for a while. Our Natiomnal Executlve nevertheless en—~
f?vlsaged the pros ‘and cona before maklng an officlal &e01s-

~iom.

L The flrst dlffxculty we saw. lay in the flnancxal ‘help.
i we ha& been sendxng to Sri Lanka. We definitely wanted ‘a
“ 4winnin "By no- means a k"sponsoring" of Sri lanka by a
© richer country.' But -we thought that this danger- could be
. avoided on account of the vitality of Sri lanka CLCs whose
'1;experience and commitment could bring such a wealth of in-
‘- spiration to our own groups. We also thought. a. _special link
| between our CILCs and a gpecific country of Asia would help'
-Lour groups become. more vitally aware of the 51tuat10n in-
ffthe Third World, There was also the  language problem,
- since our members were French—speaklng. But we finally de-
 '01ded the twmnnlng woul& ‘be only fair, since the contacts.
would be carried on in English, which is not the mother- ,
tongue of Sri Lanka CLCers ‘either, '

v The General Assembly of our Natxonal Federatlon CONm
. firmed on October 12 the decmslon of the Executlve t0 ag~
. cept this "tW1nn1ng" We are therefore just startlng ‘to ex
‘tend to our groups their kznshlp with Sri Lanka, but ~we
- trust it will be a most valuable experience 1n the sharlng
“of what we are and what we: have.

-

- Mon;que BRUNEL
for National Federatlon of CLCs of Canada
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. Igmatian Helps To Pray Better

'PREPARATION POR PRAYER

b Tn your prayers ‘do not multi-
Y
) " ply. your words....for ‘your

Louls PAULUSSEN s j. %+ Pather Mnows what you need ev:

- en before you ask HlmP(M%.=6{'
) 7"8 ) . }

" Among the directives in the book of the Spiritual Ex-
‘ercises--annotations,additions, notes--there are some that
have to do with prayer. About these PROGRESSIO 1ntends to
speak, 1n a series of artlcles. o ) Co

- These counsels. that “the Exercises glve are 1ntended, o
first of all, for ‘the time of retreat, - but that does not
mean they have no value outside ‘theése: special "days. Quite
‘the contrary. . The experiénce of four centuries witrnesses
to the- profounﬁ wisdom of these suggeat;ons, applicable -.
though obviously in a very different way -0 the various
stages of spiritual evolution.

: Be51des, a true retreatéls, \by‘iﬁs“veri nafuré;‘mal :
" preparation for ordinary life, This is true above all for .
-‘CﬁC~members,vwﬁdeean to live the Exercises in.daily life,
nggmics j'_v,‘ o Co

' To begln, here are some con81derat10ns about prepar—
ing for prayer. They must be viewed within. the context -of
the dymamic of the Exercises and above all  within the
framework of the total Christian life, for apart from this -
the Exercises make no gense, "What inspires the Exercises

is not an idea, nor a philosophy, nor even a- theology, butlfr

the person of Jesus, accepted and lived without reserve.

He who‘really lives by Him and in Him, shares his.infinite
deszres. He becomes a fire, In the measure .that his fidel-
ity grows, he will share oo in the experience of God, Of
this God who is  always greater than the human heart (see
1 John 3:20). He de51res always more. He prepares himgelf,
‘He . prays.

Whoever has come to know semewhat that great Chrlst—
ian who is called Ignatius of Loyola knows that for bim,
preparation, especially for the Eucharist and for pray
er, is of capmtal 1mportance. .He seems forever te be

i
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~preparing hlmself and to be evaluatmng himself. He is al-A
ways ardent, ‘but never agitated. When he is at’ peace, he
:'is never satisfied, never "arrived®. His burning thirst: to

‘ﬂ:come ever closer +o ~the mystery of -God who' communi-
" ecates himself in all things. He never feels he is suffic-

" iently prepared, sufficiently purlfled, sufficiently unit-
‘?ed to. his Creator and Lord, -

‘ This man of great d331res, of a3p1rat10ns always mQrej

'L‘unlversai, 1t is he who has wrltten .the Exercises. It is

impossible to understand thenm without kmowing their auth- -
or. He has-lived very deeply the truth . that ‘everything on.
~vearth is provisional, preparatory, a- contlnual growth in.
«purlflcatlon-unlon toward the perfect and eternal union,

. ‘It is he who calls prayer. “every way of preparlng
and disposing" for this purification, for this union. The

‘ :'add1t1ons on- preparatlon.for ‘prayer +that follow are writ—

ten "to pray better and to find: better What one d931res"
fﬁ(see ap1r1taal Exercises 73). R

. *Trangaillltx,

_WAfter retiring, just before going to'sleep, for

~ the space of a Hail Mary, I will think - of the
hour when I am to rise,and for what; and brlefly
sum up the exercise I am to go through"(SE 73).

- "When I wake up, I- will not allow my thoughts to
roam at random, but will turn my mind at once to
the: saoaect I am about to contemplate... -
"As I dress, I will think over these thoughts or

- "others - in keeplng with the subject matter" (SE 74).

* "Before entering into prayer, I Wlll recollect my
self for a whlle"(SE 239) : ,

) An essentmal element of the Exer01ses, and of life ack’
. cording’ to the Exerclses, is dlscernment. I must contlnual»,
L ly dlscern ‘the movements taxlng place withln me in order

o tg know; Ty concretely, God's will for me here and now,

“. 7 for me too? -

- On reading these addltons,, one asks: is all that meanﬁ

‘Tet us try to get at: the essentlals. Everyone can

'fﬁﬁroflt from them., The dlrectives given above all aim at-
" the -samé thlng- to' make my whole person tranquil and calm,.

o fix my attentlon s6 - that my splrit w1ll not he divide&a

720 <
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‘by the«multlplicity of thlngs that endlessly assall me.,A~ .
‘bove all in today's’ world it geems indispensable to sur~ "

= round the night with & minlmum of concentratlon. In prepar:
ing onegelf in this way for prayer, one yields oneself
more easily and with.confidence to sleep, image of death,
During these hours of darkness,: God ‘continues to love us.
in his Son, as his sons. It is not them so-much a. matter
of adhering to rules  of external behaviour but rather to
enter, without any pressure, into recollectlon; or better
still, into interior silemce and spiritual repose. . Viewed
in this way, these addltlans are extremely precious: | one
observes them without- agitation, in liverty: of spirit and
with a great tranqulllxty and peace,. And then my - prayer

-~ will bé quite and -tranguil too. Am . IVever sufficiently
calm in prayer? o S :

Réapect
r ny step or two before the place where I am -to medf
“itate or contemplate I will stand for the space
of an Our Father, wzth my mind raised on- high,
and consider that God our Lord beholds me, etc,
Then T will make -an act of" reverence or humll-
ity" (SE 75). '

‘Any preparatlan 1ntreduces to, and in some way be-
"glns, that for which it prepares ug, The - Christian life
- prepares ‘us for eternal life and this begins already here
below., The additions on preparatlon show that to prepare
oneself for prayer is already to pray._ . -

These additions spcntaneously make me think of that:
wonderful. parable in which Jesus instrucdts us about our at

© titudes in prayer. Our external attltudes, but above all
. our interior ones, The account, invented.by the heart of
- Jesus, is one of those gospel gems that one never stops ad
mlrxng and contemplating~ K

¢

"The puhlican .stood some distance aw=y, not even darlng
to 1ift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast and .
said, 'O God, be merciful to me, a 51nner'“(Luke 18 13).

. There we- see the grandeur of respect, of humillty~ to -
‘stay at a distance, head bowed, confessing himself a sin-
ner. -In prayer rarely am I calm enough, 4nd it is alse

~trae that I am never humble enough. Humility is the truth
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‘lived out. In my prayer, am. I truthful enough9

‘ Gift oi‘ Self

"It will be very profitable for the one who is to-
‘g0 through the Exercises +to enter uporn them.w1th )
‘magnanlmity and generoszty toward . ‘his Creator_
and Lord, and to offer Him his entlre will and
. liberty, that-His Divine Ma;esty may dispose of :
“him and a1l that ke possesses accordlng to hls '
5most holy divine will"(SE 5).

. One may ‘be surprised. Even before beglnnlng, the .
,kﬂauthor of the Exerc1ses demands already thig total abandon
. ment, this complete gift of self, expressed(as the . fruit
~aof ﬁhe Exercises) in the final prayer "Take, Loxrd and re—
. céive"(SE 234). Still, ' there is nothing whiech should sur--
Q,prlse us in this, It is +the law_. of all of life: -from
- the’start, ‘everything is there, as in a seed. M?sterlously/‘
- _hldden, bu‘t really there all, And yet, all must still de— '
‘-velop in ana through a progresslve experience. : L

Jesus too asks for everythlng from. the heglnnlng(see
, Luke 14:26 ). Ignatlus proposes to candldates for the Soci-
ety of Jesus the most radical seif-renunciation And our
- General Principles ‘start by . presentlng the challenge of -
- the complete gift of ourselves(GP 1, 2). ’

In truth can one speak of an authentlc Chrlstlan
life if one dces not desire to losé his life(see Luke. 9 i

" 24)% And if I do not desire it, then - %o use again the
‘o words of  Ignatius to candldates -~ do 'I mnot .at least
' desire to desire it? Is it possible to  pray, to "pre
pare and dlspose" myself for purification and union wlthV
L. Jesus, if at the same time I oppose. myself to "his most ko
C-ly wilite? To pray is to dlspose myself to say = yes to the

- infinite deszres of Jesus that live: wzthin me; it is to
\,let myself ‘be grasped by his thrust of love towards +the
' Father .and towards &4ll men. Isn't it normal to prepare one
;self for this, one's heart opened(‘w1deAand totally ready

"for the lelne actlonv' B )

- To begln my ‘prayer with "magnanzmlty and- gener031ty"
, means not only . ‘openness to God, but also recept1v1ty tox
‘ﬁwards everyone. That means wanting to bring w1th me -all my’
brothers 'and slsters,’ all men, and to be 1lsten1ng to

- -




;their‘heéda, their aspiratlona éﬂfbrxyrogressfana, jeace;. 
gaatlce -and charlty,, liverty and the . dignity of -all men” -

™
Is there anything more personal than prayer, 'abqve,

all “personal prayer“(GP 4)?

But in.prayer, ‘all -are called to trae trangulllity and -
calm, for prayer is like the seventh day of creatlon. I
oceupy. myself with God. . ’ ‘

A1l are called to respect and humillty, for I am’ face
to face with God.

A1l are called to gTow. contlnaally in- the. glft of*x9
self, for God is Love, always greater than our hearts.

ECHOES

‘LIBERATION B oEe A week-long Study Session on Livera

: , tion drew 37 participants  from 10
”countrles, 1nclud1ng 2 other continents, Lively exchanges
pointed up the ‘need for ‘deeper integration’ .of CLC spiritu’
ality .and - our commitment +o. . liberation. The session
‘urged the formation of national core groups on  libera-
. ‘tion, Dbetter sharing of +tools and resources in the
struggle for Justlce, 1mplementat10n of means to achieve. -
the integration mentioned. It took actiod too on a specif-
ic problem of justzce in one of the countries,

) Jagan- The national Congress, preceded by 3 tralnlng cours

- es, had as theme"What do  you value?". Writes Kenichi
Miyasaka: "We felt. the s‘c;a.rﬂt;n'x,a point of llberatlon in Ja-
.pan was not big political. or social problems, but the prob
lems around us - air pollution, water pollution... The foc 
us .of Japanese soczety is not on "mankind". . So,Wwe must
start the action from the problems. of ourselves."

Zambla- The Workbook of the Christian sze Groaps‘ cgveia
, ~all facets of CILC livmng, lncludlng social con.
‘sclousness and commitment. Here are some of the questlons
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that  introduce concrete _exercises: What has  indepen-
dence achleved9 VWhat remains to be. done?. s Bbw does il-
1teracy make it difficult to improve the- liV1ng standards,
of our people? What can we do about it as a group9 ‘What
will I do as an. individual member?.... How .does God reveal
 Himself in the needs of our t1mes” What -are. some of the
needs of our times - in Zam%1a¢ ST

World The leeratlon Commi951on of the Wbrld'Fﬁderatzbn'
‘ "sent to each natlonal federa‘ion 9 copies of a ques"
tlonnalre on attitudes to llberatlon, te be- answered by
persons of different age, sex, social class, anﬁ length of.
CLC:membershlp. It is hoped thus ‘to'get 4 much more exact
,proflle of understandlng of - and attitudes towards llbera-g.
“tion and soclal austlce among CLC members.,: o

t~¥FORMATION 2 MEXLCO. The’ Formatlon Course at Puente Gran~

= ‘ - de, modelled on Rome 73, was a ‘mile-
stone in Mexican CLC history. A hundred members  took partv.r
in its second week, and two-thirds of these had- made the. -
5Sp1r1tual Exerclses under 8 Jesuit guldes the week preeed—~‘
’?1ng. Many young - men and women. took part. i

Eurone- Similar Formatlon Courses (that 1s, baaed on’ thefu

‘Rome 73 Coursgey .with: certaln,adaptatlons) were .

held on a conmlnental level in 3 locations and 3 languages»‘"
(Engllsh French, German), ~and drew 123 particlpants ‘from
;‘13 ¢ountries. All 3 courses were viewed as. highly effec~

o bive in deepenlng the members' grasp ‘and-. liv1ng of the CLC

- way of llfe. ‘

:India- "Our CLC Moderatcrs‘ Course, October 2-14, ~went
o deeply into the CILC themes - of the’ Splrltual Exercls
es, "gift of self, communlty, misgion of liberatlon, commit
.ment to CLC, We had to turn away 10 applicants, as 30 was
all we could handle. And 4 came from Sr1 Lanka... ‘ ‘

COMMUNICATIGN Latln Amermca' Since taking up hls post
L ~  as full-time CLC continen
:tal a351stant Father Gonzalez-Tarrlo has already visited .
L OLC lay leadera and assistants 1n.be1co, Dominican Replb-.
lic, Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador,' - Peru, Bolivia, Chile,
Argentlna and .Uruguay. - Earlier he had visited Brazil, By
erywhere he finds interest and enthu31asm, cand in. several
eountrles, conszderable promise,. His hope is, during the
oomlng year, to spend a: longer tlme 1n some of these couna
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tries, aa well as make first coniact w1th same ethers.

~'B¢S,A Thms past summer, the Us ?ederatlon sponsored a
~ naticnal tour by the '”Followers of the WayY,
- group -of 7 young CLC musicians from all over the' country.

From July 21l-September 15 the troupe - lived as & Christian

"Llfe Community, travelled some 6000 mlles, visited 11 cit~ -
ies, and performed for 4000 people. Through their music, -
the- "Followera" were able to share the message of Jesus
chrlst and the CLC way of life- w1th others. Their witness

made a sxgnlflcant impact on many, somethlng surely due to. -

the. work of the Haly Spirlﬁ. Praise and thank the Lord'

*MBdggascar* FIEAISAN-KINA (LINK), tHe review of the Yomng
, " Christians of Today(CLC youth groups), is serv

 ing 1ts purpose well of:linking the different’ grqups tc- ;
. gether. Iwo recent. conxrlbatlons-~'"frayer in our 1ife as -

-Christians - do we.know how - to include in it the ~problems
of others? And how to speak to the Lord of others? Do we
know how to take part in and how to further community

prayer?* (Aimé Ran&rla) And from the group of .Antonibe: 7

*"Tast year we organized a. dxamatlc production: the- re~
© ceipte allowed us - to install a pump for drinking water...
_We have helped the poor to build huts as well as pens for

‘the animals,and helped too in the work of the rice paddles,ti]
«from February to May, and especlally in the June harvest.".

: Franee: ‘The Natlonal Congress of the French CLCs(the move-
: ment in Prance is & single natlonal association
rather than a. federatlon), ‘held. every 3 years, took placeé

at Versailles November 1-3. Well. over 400 members (1nc1ud—.;"‘

ing about .a hundred children, since many couples  were in
attendance) took part., The Congress reflected the maturity "
and lay responsibility of the Association. In gsetting its .
future orientations, stress was placed on Ignatian spiritu.
~ality, mission. of,liberation,,communlty, and youth. -




»‘aSocio—economlc Sitaat;ons.

o uAround ths World e
THE FAMINE IN THE R . _
. SAHEL REGION . The speclal point ‘of this ar-{
o ' ticle is to underline how im-

,;pertant it is to assemble the
‘mogt precise data pOSSlble Te’”
.garding a problem and, by re-
~flection and an evaluation of
the dlfferent factors, to an-

, alyze a omplez gituation, -
- Thig: effort constltutes a neg
. egsary step in dzscerning ap—l‘
ostolic. priorities and the -
v,speclfzc action to which they
call a8, (Edztor a note) Lo

B jude Baiga

The European CLC gession held this past summer on- thef
problema of liberation insisted on how urgent and impera=-

- tive it is that each one be committed, - But there is still

. the need to know where and how to carry on thms unrem1t~
. tlng struggle. »

. Everyone is aware, of course, “of the great crimes a-
- gainst humanity that occur - today, whatever the terms used
t0 describe them.. But there is more to it than tbat. These\
strlklng attacks on human dignity should not’ hide from our
view: the whole forest thlck ‘and sometlmes glOOmy, of the
',colleetmve sufferlno “of ‘men in all our: socletles. " Do we

“igknow how to open our eyes and our heart to all the asplrau

tions that men have to greater dlgnlty and freedom, aven
if these . movements take forms that’ s0met1mes repel us:

'fj'youth Wwomen, ethnzc mlnorztles, etc.r

-

) But to see | the problems of llberatlon that, far of
h Anear, challenge us, is not only to ‘be - informed about them
" but also to know how to analyze them in their true dimen-

"~31ons, with their causes and their origins, their links to

other problems. . Unless we do this, we reduce them to the-

xf, level of unrelated events, or of blemishes.  in our soc1al
’t_‘systems that call for publlc or prlvate a331stance.

Durlng this year, We w1ll try to show what that nght'
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mean in certain concrete cases, purposely chosen from very
‘different fields, The first, today, will-be that of ‘the
famine existing in the’ Sahel region of Africa., It -is a
-drama that would seem to be a’ "natural catastrophe® and so
to have no relation to the struggle for liberation., But is
not our first task to push back the frontiers of knowledge"
regarding this accident; since, for thousands. of years, ig
norance has shrouded in mystery many aspecta of man's @Xw
ploitation. of man. Catastrophes of nature are rarely natur
al 1n all their aspects. i

INFOHMATION

Here, briefly summarlzed, are the main facts furnishedA
hy the world press: '

-8 famine bas for two years been ravaglng the six coun-
tries of the Sahel ~ the sectlon of Africa on the . southe
ern edge of the Sahara Desert, between the 13th and 1l4th de
grees morth latitude - as well as other regions further to
the east-*Ethlopia and northern Kbnya, ‘central Asxa,“cern
tain sections of India. ’ '

‘= in the regxon of Africa the worst affected llve six mlln.
lion -persons directly menaced by starvation. The havoce
wrought is already catastrophic. In Senegal, Niger.and
‘Mauritania, 90% of the cattle have died. . - ; B

- taken together, the & countries are lacking more %han a
willion tons of grain.. The production of rice, which has
not been irrigated because the rivers are dry, is very
small, The harvest of millet and sorghum is being consumed
by the peasants, including even +that earmarked for seed,
‘Even this is not enough’ for their needs, - whereas~usually
some is sold on the market. :

- the mumber of infants and of elderly people dying has
.risen astronomically. The most conservative estimates put'
the deaths in Ethiopia alone at several tens of thousands
~of persons.

'~ the famine is. essentially the result of insufficienx,
rainfall over ‘several years, Since 1971, it has been only:
1/4 or 1/5 of normal, a sltuatlon wh1cn has not existed
since 1913, : o T

- the’ internatlonal aaaistance appears massive (700 000 to
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,'900 000 tons of grain gromised)  “but
- -and is often stacked up. in the port cities bee
St means of transportatlon.Lg‘v

J.

S Beyond the offielal lnformatzen given out,f‘Whichkis’
‘*:often incomplete, we must search out what really is at
gtake in this drama.,ﬁ :

“\- the human 1lives.

v— the irreparable material losses-‘the grazn for seed
‘that has now. been consumed, the cattle and livestock too

- small in number to reproduce the herds formerly existing,

"~the terrain now. definitely . won over by the desert, . In a
word “often the total loss of means of productlon for en~

" tire regions,

. - the 1rreparable havoc. wrought toe on civilizatlons
 and ways of llvzng- the massive exodus of nomadic popula--
- tions towards the south, who will never go back - to their
region ‘and who are creating new slums near the cltles, “the
separatzon of famlllea, who will probably never agaln be:n
niteéd; the sale of land and of animals that survive to the<
rich,; - thus 1ncreaazng the proletarlzation of whole trlbes,

e‘bc,~> o )

. +the danger of genocide throagh the dlsappearance of
certaln nomads like the Touaregs, who “seem- to be getting
very lmttle help from 8 ome governments.,’ :

. From all thzs we. can see how technzeal ‘and fznanczal
help, while urgent and needed,. cannot be enough. It. defl—
nitely needs to be accompanied by a longnterm water conim
servation progranm (dams, wells, etc.) so that the neople
can little by little manage to control the water resources.,

- But can we stop there?,

‘SBEKING THE CAUSES

We have gust seen that these peoples do not need almsg
;but rather short-term and long-térm assistance. But |
this problem of water,, is it only a: ‘techniecal problem°

: . Here 'we need to ask & number of. questions-

,.1) The causes of this 1nsufflciency of water, are they all
;"patu;al"O Geographzcal experts, tell as- that it has been
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caused hy dlsturbance in the 01rculat10n of the w1nds that“
brlng the rain- (monsoon and’ trade—W1nds), which recently
have not gone beyond. the. tenth degree of- latltude(ln place
of, which is usual, the twenty—flfthl Apparently, nothing
but an occurrence of nature. And yet, some experts call at
tention to the role ~ difficult to measure with precmslon
- both of air pollution which modifies the makeup of the.
higher atmospheré,(l) and of the thin film of oil covering
part of the oceans and perhaps affectlng the volnme of e~
vaporation and so of rain. S o

'2) But why is “the research 1nto cllmatology and geology
(vetter understandzng ‘of the water stretches . underneath
the Sahara) so feeble in comparison with research in other
areas(mml;tary, technological, psychological effectzveness
. of advertising, etc.)? Why have the efforts at "clead.
seeding(to bring about raln)been 80 late in coming and
small here? The first serious attempt - took place in 1973
‘with just one plane u51ng...k1tchen.salt' Another o at-
tempt was made in 1974 with some iodide of 311ver. )

3 Why is it so difficult to get the help that is glvaujff ;

distributed? The former colonlzers hardly paid -attention
+o means of transportation +o redch these ‘distant areas,
being interested instead in- furnlshlng transportatzon A=
ove all for purposes that were military or commercial (to
facilitate the withdrawal of raw materials, for example)

4) Why dld the peasants have . such small reserves in graln
and other food products, when this was something arranged
for in thelr older economic structure, better adapted to
this more—or—lessuregular return of drought° S

5) Why are 'so. many persons in these countrles proflting
from .this drought: speculators who hoard - "and sell the
grain given from abroad,. property-owners mnow buying up
more land and flocks, officials who take  their "cat" for
passing on what is given,‘etc.ﬁﬁ ‘ : o

IHE THREE BIG . PROBLEMS

, In analyzlng, then, the 31tuatlon a little more deep~
1y, one. perce1ves emerging three main problems regardlng

(l)‘Stockhblm‘conferenee,‘1973




whlch one must ferret out the facts-f
- the expansion of the desert L
- the change in: agrleultural structures

\‘- the change in socmal and economlc structures.;

Ex~ansion of the Desert

lis unproductive

~.all this completed by over—pasturlng,' as a- reéait of
‘which the goats finlsh the destruction of the- vegeta-
txon. . .- S

All thls has been the tradltlonal pattern. But the problen
“has. been con31deraoly magnlfied by the. increase in the pop
‘ulation and the desire to- increage proauctlon- the defores
ted parcel is tllled until the -soil is exhausted, tlie)
,‘flocks of goats are increased beyond- the amount ‘of pasture
'/avallable, ete. Ag in practlcally all the regions of ~ the
;!Thlrd Yorld, the techniques permitting the lowering of the
human.mortallty rate have progressed :much faster than the
. means for planning the.spacing of births, and above all,

- more than the: techniques allow1ng food- productmon to " be
safely 1ncreased

Agrlcultural Productlon

If these peoples ‘have been 80 defenseless in the fac«
of the drought, it is bacause many ‘of them have given ug
+the traditional tlllzng of the 1and to provide‘ their own
living in favor = of tilling for export-— peanuts, sugar, |

. cotton, which‘apparently pay more - and ' the result has
-.been: . - L

>“il- lack of enough food reserves . . .

—»dependence on purcbase from abroad of rlce or wheat‘

"= a decrease’ in'revenue when prlgesfgo,down@ as well as

T 39’ ':_-




~ being at the mercy of price changes.. , o
4 large part of the résearch, equipment, &and training of ...
the peasants has been given to this sector of exports’ rath
er than to tillage for a living. Becauge of this, the pro-’
duetivity in 'this " latter sector has been quite poor and -
very liable to climatic hazards. While fthe overall preduc- .

tion has increased by 2.5% to 2, 8% per year,the productlen
of cereals has increased only by. 0. B% to l.l% annaally. -

Soclal and Eeonomlc Structures

One sees then taklng plaee in these reglons the com
ple@e overturning of the traditional structures, a process
that seems to introduce a system guite coherent'WIthln it=.
self., For some dozens of years one hag seenvdeveloplng

- tllling for export, whlch

- hrings big revenue "to the’ oil companies, the C Om~
mercial associations,  the officials, Aetc., but
very little to the peasants

- opens the traditional sector to the "market econ-~
omy" and to- dependence on money for taxes, credif,
and commercial penetration., The old abuses in
trade have been restricted, but have ‘not complete
ly digappeared

- large ‘modern plantations/ belonging either. to the -

great proprietors or to companles, which accentuate .
this phenomenon by using as hired workers the peas-
~ants. who have not been able to, survlve the monetary
econony., ‘ :

The recent fam;gg is in danger of accelerating the process.
- The peasants or stock growers who have lost every-
thing have no choice but to. hire themselves out to'
the industrial and agrlaultural enterprises ‘

. = The proprietors and ‘the’ companles are buying up the

© land and the: livestock: one sees . starting up mod-
ern "ranches" producing meat for export. The buy-
-ing up of land by <Ffeudal Ethiopian landowners and
by some bu51nessmen of Upper Yolta are equally in-
dicative )

- The nomads - and the tradltlcnal peasants are in dan
ger of disappearzng.‘_



“Here ‘is the conclusicn of a aournallst S cently re-.

"fj turned from the Sahel area, (2). one which agrees ‘with many
*,other recent economic. analyses' "Thus wmll be  created ‘a

. clasg . of” agrlcultural Wage-earners on the land conven1ent-,
ly emptied of ite: occupanis,; and there will develop by

means of the famine a highly productlve agrzculture,'fsub-:
- Ject, like cotton and peanat growmng, "to the requlrements

© of the profit economy." The drama of Sahel cannot- be’ ‘isola

ted from the ensemble of economic structures created in the

” i "tradltlonal" sectors by the 1ndustrial economy before and

gince colonlzatloni.

¢

- ‘CONCLUSION

It seems essential then ‘not to isclate the casesﬁcf’
oppress1on that we suffer or about which we krow, but to
carry our analysis of them to the level of -a global expla-
nation of the economic and social gystem” that creates them
It is the condltlon for being effective - in the battle to -

~end them, It is also the criterion. for the reality of our -

,*commltmsnt. Each one should be capable of questlonlng in
‘part or -as a whole the economic - system Wlthln which he
lives, and perhaps by which ‘he lives. ~

‘More than that. It is a means by which eachf one
can feel that he is not exterior to +these dramas, even
when he is not personally involved in them, The economic -
and social system, which plays an important part in most
of the great disasters, is at work everywhere, . - whatever
‘the country, social class, or the profession in guestion,
Each man is only a cog in its machinery, It is up to
-each person to live this reality either in a. complacent
and uncomprehending fashion, or in a way that is active:
and-effective in this struggle for its transformation, a
struggle that is worldwide, ' o

(Qj‘Thierry Brsn,,cfois§sncef§es Jssneskﬂatiéﬁs,rmay 1974




