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ED ITO R I A L 

As wecomplet"e this issue, the last of 1974, we feel 
)"felling up within us a spontaneous sentiment of apprecia­
ti.cmandthanksgivingfor the work that has been achieved, 
thanks to the colJ,aboration of so many members of CLCand 

the support of our readers generally. 

·]'or PROGRESSIO is nothing else but that: the fruit of 
continuing and authentic experiencesmaCl,e by the Chris 

t:i.an1i~~Cominunities . and then ripened throu.gh>.exchanges 
andc:ominunication.Andthisexchange .ofexpe'riences, what­
ever its;:~Qrm orstyle,h,as attr-acted a circle of readers 
who at'efr'1;ehdly,. interested, but also demanding, 
may .judgeb9'the reactions received during the year.

,,<\ 

Theaddition of two Supplements has be.en widely ap­
vast maj'ority of- our readers have op­

tl3dfor the complete subscription, and there have been many 
orders for additional copies of the bro,chure on the Exer... 
cisespublished last April. So we extend our warm grati­
tude to all the authors and, through them, to a.ll the CLCs 
whose experiences they havetransmitted. Our heartfelt 
thlinks go. too to all our readers, who have' so often ex 
pressed their encouragement during the year•. 

It is to this confidence and support,. so vigorously 
shown, that we wish to make appea.l at this moment when _it 
becomes necessary to augment the subscription,price. The 
year 1974 has .been very difficult: 'the increase in the 
price of paper, ofprintinga.nd above~all of postage has' 
stretched to the limit revenues that were already rather 
meager. In addition, the financia.l assistance that the r~ 
view could furnish to the efforts of the World Federation 
in its work of promoting CLC throughout the world could no 
.longer.be .counted on. And thiS, preCisely at the moment 
when, following the 1973 Formation Course of Rome and the 
General Assembly of Augsburg, efforts to develop aut~entic 
CLCs Were being multiplied everywhere. Commuhicati.on was 
being intensified and demands made on us also on the part· 
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'of the poorer countrl.es,before which we were in danger of 
finding ourselves paralyzed. And this would blunt too the 
dynamism qf the 'youthful national coIlimuIiities, which can 
only develop thanks to the solidarity o~ all. 

In the face of this sitlJ.ation, the Executive Council 
of the World Federation, counting on the fund of goodwill 
that surrounds the review, had faith that its members and 
friends would. IJ.nderstand. It has fixed anew subscription, 
price (see below) , Which, takes account of the price in­

,creases already ine~fect or foreseeable in 1975, assuring 
also a contribution to the work of prOmotion that is a­
chieved thanks to mutual aid on the international level. 

We were all convinc!,!d, in taking this decision, that' 
it wouJ,din,some instances 'be felt as' a, real sacrifice~ 
And yet we have taken it with confidence , for ~ve are sure 
that we can count on your faithfulness as a subscriber. We 
are' sure,that your help will be forthcoming and 'will allow 
us to solve this ,difficult situation. We are sure,final:).y, 
that together we will continue this work of the Church 

,wnich is the development of the Cbi-fstian Life Communities 
and in this waY take part inannolJ.ncing Jesus Christ to 
the world of today_ 

. Jose GSELL ' 

S'lJ B S CR IP/T IO,N PRICES 

SI1~LE SUBSCRIPTION CorID?LETE ",SUBSCRIPTION 
(6 issues per year) , (6 issues plus 2 supplements) 

---------------------~----------------~---------

by ordinary mai1....2640 LIRE by ordinary mail-3960 LIRE 
, ,or $6.00or $4.00 


by airmail by airmail 

.:. all, other' ,all other 

countries----3960 LIRE' , countries----5280 LIRE 
or $6.00 , 0;' $8.00 

- Australia--.;.-4620 LIRE -Australia-----5940 LIRE 
, or $9.00or ST. 00 ' 
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SIMPLICITY OF LIFE AND POVERTY 


Some Reflections of Father Pedro ARRUPE s. j. 

When he presents the mystery of the Nativity of 
Jesu.s in the· S;piritual Exercises, Ignatills iIi..,. 
viteslls to see, to look; at, to consider, to ob­
serve, to oontem;plate the Lord born ,lIin extreme 
;poverty. And after many labors, after hut:lger, 
thirst, heat and cold, after insults and olltrag... 
es,He :i.s going to diE'! on the, cross. II (Sp.Ex.116). 
CHRISTMAS, co:t;l.tra:r:-y to what ou.r consu.m&raociety 
thinks, is a mys.te:r:-y of poverty , and already 
symbolizes the Cross. To .help.u.a in ou.rmedita­
tion, we ,publish here some reflections of Father 
Arru;pe,· extra¢ts of anaddresa of his of Decem­
ber, 197.3. 

The. simplicity that belongs to ou.r.. way of life is to­
day menaced not by a' siilgle bllt. by a double danger. It is 
menaced not only 'by ou.rbllilt-in egoism, blltby the·consll!! 
er sQcietythat provides withsllch facility almost every­
thing ollregoism.craves•. In a society characterized by pen 
u.ry, ou.r egoism cannot have· allch spectacQ.lar .sllccess; we 
are compelled t.o livesimpJ.y.. And so, those of us who live 
in societies· of affluence must·be very conscious of the en 
slaving effects of an economy ofabllndance and its high: 
pressure salesmanship. If we really want 'to live the life 
of .a'usterity to which we are called, we" mllst be able to re 
spond to its p:r;'opaganda: "How many things ·there are I d-;­
not need: How many things' there. are I do not. want:" To mod 
ify a little b1tone oftb.(:! fou.r freedomao:(:' . President 
Roosevelt, we mllst cultivate freedom from "want". 

If w'a lQok more clo.sely into the lllatter, we. find that 
simp1.icity of· life is rooted in, and is a manifestation 
of, a basic spiritu.alattitlide.Thia attitude can be cult! 
vated - or, 9nthe other hand, opposed.,.. in d.iverse way-s, 
in ou.r personal lives as .well as in ou.rapostolic work. 'It 
is not merely a problem pf poverty. In o~ personallivea, 
for instance, we can . fall short of simplicity for many 
reasons; becallseofsensu.ali.ty, or vani.ty,or an u.nacknow­
ledged pride of social class~ . 
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Sensu.a.Iity -if you. will allow me to u.se 
fashioned. bu.t still valid expression..,. makes u.s 
avoiding \vhatever is. inconvenient, and in takingi'"u.ll ad­
vantage of the opportu.nities offered by a consu.mer.society 
to enjoy ou.rse.+ves, in comfort. 

Vanity - again an old-fashionedbu.t by no means 
term - inclines u.s not only to provide 

with su.perflu.ities, bu.t even, in what .we 
to ,choose only "the best that the market offers", 

j.oining, whether we realize it or not, 
"thoae who have becpme enslaved to prevat'ling fashion. 

And thirdly -'whether we realize it or not ~ we 
under the influ.ence of wha1i have been called "collec..;., 

- of nation, or race, or socia'l class. 'The 
we fail to' realiZe that we' 

precisely becau.se they are "collective"; they 
find, their u.nexaminedju.stification in'everything that su.E, 
rou.nds u.s; and·th,u.s, without ou.r f~ll advertence, they co!,! 
di tion ou.r attitudes, .ou.r choices, ou.r way of life. 

: MYstery of Faith 

Poverty is a Gospel mystery, and one mu.st love 
comprehend it. The IOysteryof poverty springs from the 

myst'ery of the kenosis of Christ :Chriet 's emptying of hi,!!! 
self. It is a mystery, something that human rea:son cannot 
fu.lly u.nderstand, 'something we can approach 
measure that we are ,enlightened by the Holy Spirt t'. 
problematic of religiou.s poverty is neither sociological 
110rf;i.nancial. It is not even merely theological. 
proble:r;natic of faith: -of love for Christ poor, 
human life he chose 'for himself, poor intlie life of 
Mystical Body. 

And so, to arrive ata measu.re of u.nderstanding-of 
what poverty means, a dou.ble experience is necessary. 
fai th .experience:, first of'all,.. of Christ f s emptying 
himself; bu.t also a lived experience of being really pOGr. 
If' aither of "these two experiences tslackirig, one 
really know what Christian poverty is. If the mystical ex­
perience of Christ's kenosis is lacking, one 
know what hu.manpoverty and misery are, that Poverty and 
misery Which we are called upon ,to fight in themselves and 
in their effects; bu.t one cannot know what' pOverty fora 
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Cb:rietian is and means. If the personal, lived. experience 
of real:poverty is,lScking, one may 'possibly arrive at 
some knowledge of what thepoyerty of the " historical 
Christ was and its ci:laracteristic traits; but one call1lot 
know what the pOV'$rty of POOl" men is in actuality.' ' 

Hence, if,weare to know Christian poverty in its 
fUllness, in the round, we must strive for an inward know­
ledge, an epigriosis reached thr0 u.gh prayer of Christ poor, 

, Christ on the cross; tilis epignosis leading us in virtue 
of ,the Ignatian charism to that .third mode of humility 
whereby we choose poverty with Chriatpoor 'rather than 
riches•. At the same time, and by t,he aame token, we must 
strive to live this poverty we have chosen, and thus expel: 
ienoe what poverty really means for. the indigent poor~ 
Faith impela us to the imitation of Christ poor, andtb,ia 
in turn impels us to actual poverty:' such is the upward 
spiral generated by the, interaction of faith experience 
and lived experience which is the basic pattern in this or 
derofbeing. interaction: for the lived' eX:pf!rience of­
poverty impels us to the ,love of Christ, a, love which pur­
!fie's and liberates. As Sairit Ignatius Pllts it, lilt is 
small grace that' the :Divine Goodness gives us wb-en 
gives uathe opportunity of actually ,tasting what we 
should always desire if we are to be conformed to our ,mod­
el, Jesus Christ." 

Poverty: Basls,of Life in the 'Spirit 

We all know how mu.cil Saint Ignat1us-lovedpoverty. He' 
looked on it as' one of the basic virtues of the apostle. 
Deriving this insight from interior l1luminations'of the 
Holy'Spirit regarding the standard Of the Cross, 'he lost 
no ti~e in' translating' it into practice: we are to love 
poverty as a mother and defend it as the rampart of ';r.'eli8­
ion. 

Let us spell this out, . ,using the same .. terminology 
tliat Ignatius does. What dO~IiJPoverty do? It 'disposes the 
human instrument to un,ionwith God, andendowe him with ai!. 
ostolicmo'bility. Union with. God~effected by thetheolofl: 
icai'virtuee, is nourished by evangelical ,povertY, 'which 
is both founded in faith and increasesfaith,since Christ 
known by faith is the key to an, understanding of what pov...; 
erty really, means, ana poverty , ,intu.rn, is the supremely 



credible witness of what faith is:ufaj;th withollt'wbrks :La 

. dead. II (James 2:l-7). . . 


Poverty means. total detac<hmen;t, at least in ,attitude; . 
it means, withdrawillg'. tru.sit from '. all things createdand 
placing alf ourtrtist' and all ;,OlU' b,-opEi in-God, .in. the 
faitt;r:"certain1iythat ollrhelp can only come '. from.· him.. It 
is to this total.~u:st in theprovidenue o'f God that po'lte,r; 
tyleads u.s by dispossessing Ilsar! everything and. thlls liJ:!. 
erating .IlS from· attachment· to anyt~ing. IfTh~sq;restas 
well. as. .the mostneededcontriolltion we .can give to the r! 
form of the u.niversal-Cb.llrch," says .SaintIgnatius,"is to 
go abollt,1t· as 11gb-tly burde.ned witb.things as possible, 
as Ou.r Lord himself has shown u:s.1I The experienc.e of b.WIll;l.Il 
inseouritYleads u.s' to f:i;.nd sllelter in, the Iln'failing seoa.£ 
ity of God.' . . . 

Poverty prepares ,u.s not, only, to profess bllt to prao-: . 
,ticectll;l.rity; fortrlle poverty make.lL a man capable 'of giV-' 
ing for his ,neighbor IS sake, not only what he~sbu.t what· 
he is~ "All for others" becomes his. rille o::flife .. All: pos 
sessiOns, talents, time, labors, joys, griefs;, say1rigwith 
Sa1nt Pc;i,u.l., 1ft am perfectly willing 'to spend what I have ~ 
~ndtobe spent, in the interestsaf your §lollls." (2 Cor~ < 
12:15). ' . 

,. . 

Advantages. ,af Poverty; a.nd Simp'lioity of Living 

The advantages 'of that perfeot. deta.obmenton whioh 

'Christiaz;t poverty and simplioityof life is based are 

many. 


Perfebt.de.taobment ,0.0Ilf'ers an inner freedom whioh 
is uniqu.e: the freedQmto.respond to the Spirit's oall as 
sO,on as we haarit, whether in oqr ownhea.rts" or in the. 
,voice ofau.thority,or in the' signs of the times • This' 

. inner ureadiness for. anything~' is what gives u:s mobility; 
. it disposee'lls to go·.at a. momentts, nottcewherever 'God, o­
bedience' qrthe need of soq.ls demand., ' 

.". . 

How far remoyedsllch an a ttitu.de ie trom that- of one . 
who has "fo.Wld his n~c.h~"a~do made him.selftll,oroughlYconi~ 
forte-ble in it! He~urro'lillds: himseU wt,th anassortlnent.e! 
coJ;lvenienoes' that for hi:lp. b.avebeoolllenecess:i,ties, 01111;1,... 
vates ·powerfU:1fri~nQ.s ..attentive tob.is slightest Wish, 
Ii!.!ld thq.s giveiiahim.seJ:f' ,a sor.t of' tenure, a permanent post 
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fromwhicb, as Saint Ignatius remarks, "many'" 'men ,cannot 
lIlOveb.im~",' 

'Trl1ec poverty develops aspiri,t!1a1.ity'that isjoyf111, 
vigprollsana: virile, as theRomanpoet'Ll,1canobservedlong 
ago: "poverty,fruitfUl mother of men.. '.' Poverty <toes away 
with softness and:with our naturaltenden.cyto lo~t, to 
tb.edolce.far niente. It senerateer spiritual vigor and 
e;xtraordiriary endlll'anceiil.a.postoUcenterprisesand, 
top.ofthat; 'confersan "inward joY. and gladness .. in the 
inidat of labors which one who, has nO.t e:qn:irienced it.i'inds 
hard toilIlsgine.· ,. '. ' " 

,An9the.rcharaoteristicofthe 'life ...0fsiDlp;I,ic::lty and 
poverty is.apoato+icefficacy. For clearly; if one tsuni­
ted with God aildrelleson him alon$,.oneis more'opento 
reoe1ve the' graoes .. tha.t render the pastoral.ministrY' frl1it 
fU:l., sincE! .. 'Iru:iither the planter nor the wateret- matters", 
orlJ.yGod, .whomaltes tb.i~sgrow. Moreover,. such a way otII 

life has the imp;:1;.ct :Qf irrefl1table witness,espe91ally .to.,­
Uay when the value·of poverty and.simplicity.of living as 
s'llsign" has risen so dramatically. 

http:and.simplicity.of
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'. ' 

NORTH AMERICAN TRIP 

Sin(lE! our EXeoutive Counoil meeting of last September 
was qeing held' in Canada, it seemed the right time to ,make 
this the stepping-stone for another oontinental trip. Af­
ter South, Amerioa, Asia and Afrioa, , was' this no,t the mom­
ent to beoo,IIIe better. aoquainted with the.· faoe of CLC in 
North Amerioa and to, intensify the already existing links,? 
So, at the end o,four Council meeting we said goodbye' to 
the pleasant countryplaoe at Mascouche, so gen~rously fur 
nished_us by the Leunis'Society, to go.back to 'Montreal. ­. ' .' ­

Many,of the Counc,il me,mber's had tQ 'go back at once to 
their tasks, uSual or "exceptional", the latter :being the 
case of Jose Antonio Esquivel who was to, receive', , the 
heJ.Ct d~y, his ordination to the priesthood•. It was sure 
that as we saw the oar bringing him ,to the afrport disap:.o 
Pear in the distance, wes'ensed ,something of what it means 
to be a oommunity "in dispersion,fin' which, their ,work to.... 

. getheroompleted, the members, separate, eaohone to take 
up again the deIllands 'on hinland his own responsabil'ities,'
and yet cloS.e to Jose as he left acoompanied by our prayer
at).d 'our friendship. . 

., Roland Calcat prolonged his stay to take part, in the 
meetings in Frenoh-speaking Canada, Hildegard Ehrtmann 
went with us for the whole, of' the Canadian trip (and we 
met her again at our stop in Cleveiland, USA). Josette Beau.' 
bien, 'of oourse,aspresident of the National Feder!lJ.tion 
of Canada: and<member of the World Council, aqcdmpanied us 
in Canada as well. That left three permanent staff members 
of the. World Federation: Justo Gonzaleiz....Tarr:lo left direct 
1y for ~exico. to .help the, national l.eaders in their final=­
preparatil:)ns , for the formation .cQurse, while NiokRiemal1 
and I bega:n a ,trip that was to extend over five· weeks. 

Three c~untries: Canada, the United States,' and Mexi­
00•.Three CLC realities, each one -expressing a riohhistor 
ical past, an effort at adaptat~on'to new situations,adil' 
ferent oontext demanding of' 'their leaders a creative ana 
generous commitmetit, in which most of them are vigorously
engaged. To start with, this means thEi.t here as elsewhere; 
we discovered,living realities, each with its own shape 
an,d its own problems, but also eaoh with tremendous possi­
bilities for deve10pment in the near future through' lead­
ership,both national. and regional, offering. a formation' 
clear in its directions' and fully open to the 'modern men,..
tality•. 
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ourstay inCahada was short, 

with activitYtIt included, first of all, 


. tacts and meetings .with '. the GLCs of Quebec, Montreal, Tor,... 
onto and the I,.eunisCenterj ,an excellent day 'Ofd§xc~ges 
with a large groUp of Montreal Jesuits, interestedinCLC 
experiencestakin,g place today around the. world; . finli!.l::Jiy, 
a ,long and extremely prpfitable, session. with . the team of 
Jesuits gIliding the Center ·for Ignat;ian,. Spirituality of 
Guelph. 

The all-day session with the 27 Jesuits of Montreal, 

and the mee'liingwith the Guelph team surely 'were among the 

high poin~.s.of ..the trip. For they were above, all the shar­

ing of a '(,l0mmon.visio~, and an exchange of experiences. We 

were hap:pyto find in them t.he dialoglle. and mutual help 


. that are soneceasary for us in otderto strengthen CLC 
promotion in its fidelity to the Ignatian ch,arism. ' 

The meetings with. the CLCsofQuebecProvincewereor 
ganized on a tightsched\lle,which allowed us to mee.t the 
largest pOljlsible number of members, 'but· somet,imes short­
ened.thetime available for deeper exchanges.: The person8.l 
testj,monies given by the Canadian members, 'and the inter­
national.experience furnished by Executive COUnc:il II1embers 
provided matter. for 'someve:ry'good exchanges, both at Que­
becandatMontreal.A:i1d we will long ,remember ~heEuchar~, 
isticcelebratioit. that closed theverY:rine meeting with 
some sixty members of the :Regina Mundi Community. Our stay
here closed with helpful contacts and ,discussions with lea 
deI'S of the National l1'ederation and.ofLeunis Center - who 
were ollrkind hosts- about fOrmation<programs,newe:ffi:>rts 
inprogresstapostolic orientations and eValuation ,of 
,strengths an.!l weaknesses, all in a mutual search for be tIE!I' 
service. . , 

.At.Toronto Oll'r "base"vvasthe big, fr:1endlyrectoryo;f 
the!' c01'llllrimity ofpriestsgroupedaroun,d Fsther.1()seph .rohn 
son.cRather new yet in the city, hehad succeeded in.arran 

. ging. themaXimUJnnurilber of.Cbnt!'liqtswith, interested ann .. 
"interesting" persons • Sowehadanev:ening~ith fifteen 

or... so. ...a..inl ....e·..s.Ui ...~'. ....T.h.·.·e ........~.e.f.0.'.r .. .........
pri.' ests."'.·m .. Y.'...J .. ... t.S .. · ... ,n.'.ilt.n.t ..e ' a.del.J.."ghtful meeting with two .groupsoif youth. (high School and-u:ni= 
versity). Whil~,in Engl.iShCapadatll.ere£lire·notae .yet man,· 
.y CLCs,still ,It..is true to say .that the factors a~epres= 
enttherewhichm~epossibleandl4'kelythatCommuni:ties 
will soon .beg~n,~ddevelopin very favora.bleconditions~' 

UNITEP·STA',CESO]'AMEItICA 

The route we. took on, our trip in the states ·W8.S de';'" 
tennined by the schedule of the .different' sessions and 
meetings. . ',Chis allowed, us to traverse the .country . going'. 
from West ,to ~ast and from South to N6rth~ San Francisco, 
10 ­
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. . ,gave 'uscontact wfth'.tne g:t'OUP!3. of the 
West. In t)1e SQuthw~st~· these are .rather neW, and mainIy 
of youth, and so -our.. first regional gathering, ·unde.r the 
blue. skies of Santa Cla.ra~. near San Francisoo, refleoted 

.tnedynamfsm of its partioipants arid the stir of new begin 
nings. In the Northwest, at Por-tland .and Salem, sev!i!raI'., 
groups ofoouples with a solid formation and whose witness-' 
wasquiteoonvi.ncing, were posing for the~selves theques­
tion ofresponsibUity for the grpwth ..of tne groups' in 
tneir region. . 

Then it was theturri. of Cleveland, Toledo and Detroit, 

inthe,region.of the Grel;1t Lakes •. There.were various meet­

ings a'ndgatherings,with mixed groupes,. mainly oouples, 

some Of . them livelyand quite committed. Father. Rieman, 

who ;b.a.dbeen priest-assistant with them, met them again 

with joy. and emotion•. There. were some de~p and fruitful ex 

changes, with the cOnfrontation furnished by the varied ex':; 

pe:rienoeshelping to point'olit better their common way of 

life. A very good session withFather Farrell, Director 

of the Center for the ,Spiritual_~ercicesat Colombiere 

near Detroit, on the program there for the preparation~of 

Exercices guides. 


From there we left for Mexico, to return ten days lat 
. er to' St. Louis (Missouri) and make contact with the team 
l3.tthe' National SecretsI'iat. Mari.e Sohimelfening; the nat... 
io~al executive secretary, nadtakenthe,trouble toaocom­
pany'us on various'parts of our American trip, and. this al 
lowed us to situate better in t;b.eir context the Curren'i' 
needs and the efforts undertaken. ' 

. Finally. it was tM East Coast, -Wa.shing1;q;t. Phila­

delphia, New York.W~ .had an exoeFent.m~~ting with.a. 

group of ACU (Agrupacion Catolica Un~vers~tar~a, 'of Cuban 

origin), resulting in an exohange in some depth on the 

more important questions facing CJ;.C to'day. Sev'eral friend­

ly e;ather.ings with various parish sodalities o'f women.fo­

ousJ.ng on some of the questions these wider IZTOUPS faoein 

pursuing their own approach. A two':"d,a.y session _withJes­
uitsfrom hie;h schoo.ls of the area. oniheapproach. to.yout~ 
communities: a brother of another orderand:several CLC lay'
people-gave their in.put too for thes.ession· and all in 
all it was' a quite po.sitive experience. Finaliy ,.· a meeting 
near New York with a group of coupl.es who posed,.. to them­
selves.andto us, the question of definitive adhesion to 
CLC; it was a session showing clearly the quality of the 
formatiOn they; had been pursuing. . 

The last .stage :. New England, wb.ioh, in these .autl,1mn 

days, reeeivedus with its forests in all. the glory of 

their ohangin.gcolors. Lively youthoommun1ties, receiv­


. inga .strongstimulul3 from a regional _community .of assis 
tants, mainly-made up ofreligiolls•. These'pries:t;s, broth= 
ers and s1.stars had inl;1de the decision to attempt - to live 
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out 'together in th1S community of moderatorsJl'hatthey 
were trying tb pro~ote.And another .' sign of . vitality 
her,e: thef:i;rst groups of adult couples had recently begun 

. ':Chis stage ended with the meeting'of the national.IDe­
. ecutive Council,. or, as they ,term it, the Nati.onal COlll!!lun­
ity. It included in its program.aday's'Norkshopsensiti ­
zing members to problems of ollPression and,.1iberation, and 
'this. had been carefully prepared. A noon meal took us by 

. surp1?ise: some tables 'received complete dinners, while oth 
'. erswere served almost. nothing; it was in:teresti.ng to Ilo'te 
th~ reactions of both 'gro'ups,andafterwards inevaJ:ua.ting 
it to apply .it.to the world Situation and seek~out theca!:,
Ses•. 

In the course of this weekend we were able to share 
ourimpressionl3with the national Executive Council •. The 
exchanges focused on two things: the' encouragiIlg trends in 
the. AmericanCLCs. in recent years, and hO',,! tofurtherdeve 
lop theSe; an,d the priorities needed in order tostreng\hen 
the movement in the d~rec~ions that ~t s~emsi'inb~e an~mo­
re Clearly, to betakmg.Thereare 1nev1tab 1.. w1de dl.'ffer 
enceS in the levels of formati.on. We had met some' extreme= 
ly committe!! C..LCs~ which had led the movement :of'renewal 
tl:l.rough the Exerc1ces;othera were stiJ,lon the earlY,sta­
ge.of the road, others still searohing tofiridtheirpath•. 
Giving im'Petus ,to the lilovementin such a largE! cOuntrY can 

.	orilybe. effeGtive if to some degree itoPerat'esona re­
gional 1:Ia81s. This is what the present national leadership' . 
is attempting to do, at the . same .time· giving increasing at 
tention .to the neE!d for thoroUgh formation in the CLC, '. way
ot ;life. In all this. there is m'llchtorejoiceaboutend to 
say, in Ameri,cans:ty'l~, O.K. A 1;han'!t you to our friends 
who had given us such a warm and SUch aSimplewe];come;and . 
already our plarie was ;t;akingustowards other skies. ' " 

MEXICO 

In Mexico the thing that struck us at onc.e,~SS90n 
as We arrived, . was1ihe' warmth of the ..··welcome. Thesix 
leaders waiting for us 'at th.e ',uuad!il.lajara airport gave us 
a first taste of Mexican hospitality. And.this imprE!ssion
did not.' pr,ovE! ",rong; .. ' in fact, it was re;i'nforced at ,each 
new step ,and meeting. ' 

It was. Puente Grancie, a hOllSe. \'layout .inthecountry, 

.that opened itwelf to 1?~ceive the 98part1cipantsthat 

took par;; in the t'l'lo-week .formation seSSion. While Justo 

Gonzalez-Tarr10 took part i1)..it .fromthestart,;yeOnlyar 

rived on the .first day o.fthe secolld pa.rt"making our ..first' 

attempts to handle the Iane;uage of Cervantes•••! There we­

readults and yoUth ":'YQung men and wometl both-coming

.from' 18 .di.f.ferent . oities. One should say that . the Me,xican 

delegation to Augsburg, onitsreturnttookcare to. see 


, 	 (cc;mt:muation p. 27) , 
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POPULATIOJ:ANllPOLI:J,?ICS 

by Francis IVERN s. j. 

The World Population Conferenc·e held at Bucharest 
from August 19 to 30, together with th~ other.me~t1ngsand 

, eventsconnecte-d withit - the Youth Populat.ionC,onference, 
. 	 the EncoUI:lter withJour:na+ists,and the Tribune for'Non-goy 

eri:unental,Organisations ,..; was all. ~nrichingand unforgetta'" 
bleexperience. 'It was the first world-wide political con­
ferenge on the Vital and delicate topic o'f popuJ.a tion. But 
anyone who went to Bucharest to' get a clear, objective .and· 
b;;>lanced idea of the nature and gravity of the population 
problem, .and of the different. facto.z<s responsible for it, .. 
wou,ld have· been disappointed. . 

. The Bucharest meeUn,gswere dominated to a great ex­
tent. by tnediscussions on. the draft of the WorldPopula­
t'ion Plan of Action. These generated mllc\;L ideologic,al ahd 
political heat,bu:t few new.insig\;Lts abou.'tthe natureo.f 
the po..pulation problem, its cl'ou'ses and po.sstble a.pproaches 
to solve it. The Plan of Acti9n as approvedbytheConi'er­
ence reflects, not so much ttie present state of the popu~l.! 
tion problein, as how gove,rnments' see the. problem today., 
the' aspects th!9Y think, shoUld,. be emphasise'd,·. and the mea~ . 
ures they are willing' to adopt for its solution. 

As theConfe~ence itself, the World Population Plan 
of Action was essentially. political: a set 9:tgovernmental 
policy guidelines, . the fruit.of' a coxp.promise'among diver... 
gent political views andtendenciesa'r;ld not Of any ideolo,6, . 
ical or doctrinal' consensus. It would be 'a mis.'take to look 
.in the'Plan of Actioll. for tp.at objec'\iivity, ihternal logic 
and: coherence whi9h 'usually characterize' ';Scientific or 
doet,toinal 'docUmet).ts ~ , 

However"the tact that the World, Population Confer­
ence and i is .. Plan of Ac1;ion were. of. apolit,icalnature' 
does not depr!vettlem of sitknifi:cance andV/3.lue. Bu:t we 
shouJ.dkeep that in mind if we are to Understand the mes­
sage of Bucharest oorrectly and not to draw from;ittl1e 
,wr9Ilg. conclu,sions. . 

It'is evident that. demographic statist.ics· alone do. 
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.constitute a problem, unless, they are related to avail 
'able reaollrces a.nd s.~rV'ices tomset the needs of present 
and ,foreseeable futllr.epopu.la.tions., ,To solve thepopulat' 

,ionproblenr weca.nnotsimp2y. act,'on demographic variables 
alone, .sllch as poplliation growtha.nli geographic distribll­
tion. We have also to take into accollnt.the fa,ctors' that 
condition today ,theprodUc.tionand availability of resour... 
cesand their equitable distriblltion: .socio-ecollomicdevel 
opment and trade', soci~l jllstice at the national and inte£ 
national level. 

Human'reproo.llction itself is notsiIilply ameC'ha'nical 
act~ People have children becallseof psychological,econom, 
ic and socio-cultural reasons,.: Besides,. .we ci:mnote:x:pect 
people to act responsibly in their reproductive behaviOu.:r, 
i·feconomic,social and politicalstrllctures do not allow 
and encourage people's responsi'bleparticipation in other 
vital decisions affecting.theirliv'es. 

,The so,llltion' of. the population problem reqllires con­
certed action on all the different factors truii;are respon 
sibleforit;Bllcharest focllsed' its attention mainly on 
thedemographio aspects of the problem. Other, United Nat-' 
ionsconfereIices .were sllpposed to have dealt, or are going 
to deal witlJ-, the other factors: trade and development 
(Santiago, . April...June 1972) ,.humanenviroIl1l1eilt(Stockholm, 
July 1972),rawmater:Lals (New York, April-May 1974), food 

, (Rome, November 1974 ), humanssttlements(Vancou.ver, 1,976), 
etc. ". Evenduring-the' :Preparatory stages', the organizers of 
theConferenae had emphasized its limited scope.' The Plan 
of .Action shou.ldbeconsideredan essential, . bllt only one 
component of the international cOIillllunity's overaJ,:l strate..;. 
gy for the promotion ofeconoltiic'develop1nent and the qual... 
ityoflife~ 

The efforts to confine the dbcllssionsofthe World 
Population Conference more closely to' the d~::unographic var­
iablesor,inoth;er''Words, to the reeponsibiUtieso:f:f;he 

-poor,. proved vain. Tl:l.e.nature of.tl:l.e:popQlattonproblem ·i1. 
selfissllch'that" it is.difficulttotocllS Orione set of 
factors only,.With a.bl?tractionfromtheqtl1ers., And what, 
would have been perhaps:poasiblein ari. academic ,a.ndde­
taclied diSqllssioIi~' beca.mej.mpossibie in the political ,eli 
mate atBllcharest. Af'terthe .' meagre. resU1tsproducedby 
the confer.ences q.ealingmore directly',wij;hrespbnsibilit'1es 



.ot the rich-c.ountries in fields likf3, development, traile 
and raw Iilad;erials, tb.e ''Poor countries, which npw 'in 
all world~onferences c.oristitute the vast majority, were 
n.ot in a, mood to limit their discussions t.o family pIa!! 
niDgalone. 

At Bucharest, a group 'of Latin-Americana:nd African 
countries, supported by China and .other s.oci,alist' c.oll.n­
tries, led the attack against what they c.onside:redanex~ 
cessively negative appr.oach. and a too ,exclusive emphasis 
on ,demographic factors in the 'PreDarat.ory C.onference,docu­
ments. 'They' were j.oined by .others in- stressing the need 
fer inc,rea$ed' so'cio"':econ.omic deveiopment as the- ma~n f'ac~ 
t.or, and for a mOre justinternati.ona;l.social order as the 
necessary c.ondi ti.on for the solution', .of the P.oPulation 

,pr.oblem. As the delegati.on. .of the :Holy See pointed ,qut, t,2 
day's deep and gr.owing inequalities are caused mbreby the 
selfishness of the rich than by the fertility of tlle poor. ' 

In the, c.oU+'se of the diatl'Qssions it was'als.o empha~­
sized that population policies nee,d t.o be more cl.osely in,,:: 
tegrated with socio-econ.omicdevelopment P.olicies.Rich na 
tions we:re reminded of the cOnseqllences thatthe1rstyle 

, of life and the'ir sUllerfluotis and wasteful consumption had 
f.or a m.ore equitable distributi()n of the' w.orld 'sreSOllrces. 

, All these were questions ab.ollt Which,the Chllrch had 
often expres,sed i t6' concern in sllch documents 'as 'rhe 
Chllrch in the M.odern World (1965),'rhe Deyelopment of p;O= 
pIes (lg67), JlJ.stice in the W.orld (1971), and IJ10re recen,t~ 
ly, during the Cllrrent year, the messages of the Holy Fath­
er to the., United Nations Secretary':"Generai and t.o the 
World, Popul~tion Conference's ,organizers.' The~oly'See al­
sb could notbllt agree with the greater emphasJ,s given :in· 
the final text o~ the Plan t.o the status and roie .of women, 
to the rights of individuals and minorities', and to the sa, 
cio~cultural dimensions .of the l?oplllati.on problem. 

, In spite of this, however, at the: end of the cont:er­
ence,', the 'H.oly See, alone am.ong'the official; 'delegati.ons" 
felt that it had to dissociate' itself fr.om', 'a text which 
it had been, together with the others, actively engaged in 
producing, tlirough a l.ong and laboriolls V.oting process .ov­
er dozens of amendments and SUb-amendments. There 'were in 
the final text ambiglious expressi.ons, statements regarding 
human life, and pa'rticu.1arly abortion, the concept .of the 
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faintly and 'the means of population control. wh.i:cl:l the Holy 
See,could,notaCCl&p:t;. Nor cou1d itsuppqrt, what it still 
considered a disproportionate: emphasis Oil demographic var­
ia'bles. 

This raises the question of the 'kind 6fpresenc,e and 
of the specific role of the officia;L , Church inpolitical 
conferences like that of :Bucharest. ShollldtheChurchl giv 
en its religiou,s Il&ture, 'involv,e itself in what i..sessen­
tiallya political process? tfso, how and at ,what level? 
Should the" Churcl:i. give :l,tssupport, . not simply morallY, , 
but throu.gb. . its vote, on the conference floor, side by 

.aidewith other states, to affirmations,wh.ichthoughve:r.;;, 
bally in agreemen,twith the Church',s positionS,> Were some­
times motivateaby ,arguments' or based. on assumptions, if, 
not doctrinally ilnacceptable,at least of dOllbtf·ul objecti!:, 
ity? How to ensure thenthe.acitive presence of the, Church 
ininternational:discussions on,a,uca vita;Lh.uman problems 
like population, while safeguarding 'the Ohurch'sspecific 
religious and ethical role and its moral authority? 

These questions become more relevant when we analyze 
how some conclusions we:te reached, and. with What arguments 
'and votes some amendments were adopted. 

, . No doubt in some countries there is, need fora more 
positive approach to populatiOn. prob::I.enis. 'There should be 
greater trust ,;inman', s ,creativity and, resolircefulness :and 
a more optimistic and .hopefl,l;l view .ofmankind t S f&.ttire. In 
trYibgto find a SOlution, tht;! emphasi..ssb.ould. be mOre on 
development and social justice, at the national'and inter~ 
national level, than simply on populatiop. control:. 

But development and social justice are no,substitutes 
for directfertil1tycontrolwhereand when'required.ln 
spite' of an accelerated, deveJ.opment,it issiiHl far from 
adequate in. those. developil'ig couni;ries wherethemaj.Oriiiy 
'of the world' spopul,ationlivesandwhere. deri$ities and 
growth rateS' are high. un;Justsooio~economic. a~d pOli,tt'cal' 
structures cannot becb.angedov:ernight,norc~nweChange 
i}1 a short time, the,mind-set!3and vallIe systems of the 'pe,2 
plethats?-pportthesestructures. 

At Buchares\; tb,emostvocal~o.ptimists, the cpuntries 
.that downplayedthe need for population control, ,and pro­
posed deve:;Lopmen:t al1d internat~onal social just.ice ,as the 
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soltition, in, general had. 10\"1 densities: and. relativery 
smaJ:lpoplrlatj.ons. It istru.e that Bra2j.±1 was ,~l~o among, 
'theoptim;lsta,iri 'spite of, ha;vingtoday' a popu.lation ().f ov 
er 1,00 *:l..11iOn. Bu.t, it is, also tru.ethat ' Brazil's popti:ta= 
tiotl, density is still among the lowest, that the O~lll1tr.r 
has vast .and.still' unexploited terrltories and a flourish... 
ing eoonomy. Besfdes, ',BraZil was only "partly" amongthe 
optimist,e... While speak:ing;i.n popu.1a;tionist terms, . Brazil 
a.lso 'openly eta-ted, for the first time .tn ·an internatiol1­
al conference, that it wou1d'provide oouples' with ithe nec­
essary i1lformation and means to determine the 'number ·and 
spacing bf their ohildren. 

Of 'course;, the unqu.alified optiniist was Oliina,.' With a 
PPlm1ation"estimated at over 800 milli-on, with ~large grain 
imports from the U.S.A. and other developed countries, and 
with a massive and extremely effec~ive popuiatioIi control 
system in wliicharti:f1cia1 means a:r:'e widely used,Chinad~ 
n.ounced "the liahstU'd theory" of a popu.1ation exploslon"in-:­
sidiously concocted" by the su.perpowers to maintain their' 
hegemony~" The Chinese repeatedly stated that'of a11~·things 
in the world PeOple are the mostpreciot1s, thatpopu1at1on 
growth in the Thii-dWor1dwas avery go'cd thing, and tt;tat 
the futu.reof mankind can be· made "i1lfinitely bright ll • 

. , -... . ~ . " ~ 

In su.ch a politica::!. climate, ,countries l1;ke India with 
600 million people, Indonesia with 132 million•. Pakista.n 
with 68 Iliillion' and Bangladesh with 83 Plillion, with per 
oapita inoomes oscil1a.ti~between $80 Ei.nd$llO, and-with 
as much need forpopu.1ation control a.s for development 
!:inti social justice, ,were boUnd to playa rather 'secon?-ary 
role .. ·. OnlY ~owards the end o:t the Conferenoe, when poUt­
ieSt1 arguments were runni,Dg' sho.rt ; 'did they rally and mus­
ter, enoughvoJ;ing sllpportto maintain in the Plan of Ae­
tiol:). the recognition' ,that rapid population growth' can it'J..:­
deed seriou.sly:'\;)lwarta country's dfone to dE;lve1op, ,and' 
that. su.itab1emeane,;ha'Ve to·be' :f'6wid w.h:i.ch, while fully r~ 

, specting :man I s,freedo;m and dignity" can effective'ly limit 
that- growth.: ~ 

Most of the other countries,:the' developed cou.tl'tries 
from 'the West, and Rl1ssta, with: some of,its satellites, 
tried to steer a middle-of....:the-road oourse;' with Russia 
1e~ning,moreon .theside,.of. the advocates of development 

,and,' social. .justioe, and the West " on' the , popu1~tion· con-' 
trol S,ide., Though,in the:: oou.rse of the de:r,at-es ,the United 
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States delegat,ion often found itself defending the demo... 
graphic input . which according to tb.em. . the Conference was 
supposed to'giVe, it was wrong.toll:l.bel its, position "mal­
thusian" as Some did. 

In spite of. all the heated debates find politicalskir 
mishes, the final text of the, Plan of Action' was on the 
whol~ better than, the draft and, leavl'llg a.s~de the aspects 
which were Un.acceptable from the Church's point of view,it 
was a good text. The changes introduped concerned more 'the 
analysts of the population problelQ.and of it:scauses, and. 
even if some might havefotlnd them outQf place, they cer- , 
talnly helped to ,put the popUlation problem in a. broader 
and better' perspective. . 

What concerned me most l:I.tBuchareat wae not eo much 
all the politicking that went on -afterall, :1ihis wae . to 
be ~xpected - btit; what I' thought ,wae a' s,erioue. 'and wide­
spread lack of inte;roational solidarity, of tr!le, concern 
for each other's problems; ,unless;' of .course,the problems 
of the other happened also to be, one t~ ,own. From this 
po:i:nt of view, dey,eloping' countries werecerta?-nlynot be! 
terthan the others. Onecould,ifnotju.stify, at least 
understand that ,poor ,couptries, might' . not be too preoccu~ 
pied for the welfare of the rich and find it hard tosynlpa 
to:ise with the ,latter's .problems.Butthe sel:t:isp. PtU'sl1i:t 
of one I s own interests w~s rathergeneraf and cut across 
geographic and 'poverty line,s.' ' 

I think,thispartlyexplalns why, given the turD. that. 
.	the Conference took, stich iIli.portant topics as.foodand en­
ergy,whlchare so clOsely:relatedtopopulatlonandpre ~ 
sent today extremely urgent and eerious,probleIlls toso~ 
nycou:ntries, w~re ha:;;-dly ~ntioned. The rea.Bon Qouldnot 
aimplybe thepro)timity of the World FOQd C0ttference,'to 
be held in,Novem"ber 1nRome,see1nghow,pthertopics.whlch 
d!t:!,..llo"J;fall exactly under ,the "p,opulatipn1f lJ,ead.1ng,·', and' 
which had been or werego1ng to .be thesubjectof'otb.er 
confer~nces', were freely discu.ssed.' . 

At Buchareet . there wasmuchinsi.stenceouthef'l:I.ci; 
thatpopulation.po1.1cie'e are the primary~esponeib1lity of 
national governments. This can beunderatood" in the con~ 

,text· of unwarrani;ed generalizations. 'and 0:1: attemPtsto'es­
. ,tablish li:.tliversalpo11ciee fOJ:! all countries" w1thotlj; 
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taking int.o account the' existing diversity of', needs anq, 
situations. However,j;his insistence should not beinter-.... 
prate,d in any way as' a return tot,heconcept of ltun1.imit:.. 
edit national ,sovereignties. It should not'lead to a.diInin­
ishedsense ,of internationalsoli~arity and responsibility. 
SOlidarity should operate not only in the eco;noinic, social 
and political'fields, but al:so iIi the populati:on field. 

In this context' I prefer to speak ofa population 
"problelIl lt , rather ,than' of "problems".. No, doubt that situa­
tions differ from, countrY to country. Bilt if we 'iook at' 
the world as a whole, there is such awides:\?readimbalance 
between the distribution of,poPulationand resourceefl, b,! 
tween the rate of, growtho'f' some of the most pbpulat'ed' ar-' 
ass and their present capacity to meet the hllllian 'needS 
thai; this growth implies, that'the prOblem is truly a 
world probleinand concerns all of us. It'concerns ,all of, 
usbecallse, ofi,tsaxtent, . gravity and universal impact,· 
and be cause ,all of u's are -in 'a way responsible, if not a! 

,ways for its existence, at least for its solution. 



SACRA~~NT OF ~RSONAL CONVERSION 

Nicholas RIEMAN sj 

Several articles inPROGRESSIO this year dealt with 
the theory .and practice of evaluation, both individL1.al and 
communitarian. It seems then the logical time to speak o:t: 
the sacrament of evaluation - the sacrament of Penance. It. 
can also be called the sacrament of reconciliation, the 
ral)lent of'personal conversion. 

Conversion, most of uS.have discovered, is a·continl1­
iog Process. If ,we askwby this should be necessary, these 
words of the French CLCDosster on Formationmay shed some 
light:· IfWe live in a world turned upside down, shaped and 
fashioned to. the core by mentalities, reflexes and atti ­
tudes that focus all Our energies on the amassing of prop­
erty, knowledge and power, sometimes to the point of orgaa· 
i2;edobliv10n'of God. To live as Christians, we must some­
how manage' to escape all that... And there is morel. Deep 

'within l.1;S we .sense,. in' spi,teof ourselves, a secret com... 
plic1ty with this world that we condemn. The. evil is con­
tagious." Our nightly "examinations ofconsciouaness" too 
often reveal to us "our hearts and hands all busy in our 

,private little wars" (from the song, "Lord, Teach Us To 
Pray"). Weare alienat.ed from others, sometimes alienated 
from (lod. We need to be 'reconciled, to be converted. We· 
need the sacrament of personal conversion~ Penance. 

Or sometimes we have best understo,od. howl:lluch we need 
this sacrament from i t.S after-effects:. the deep peace, the 
friendship with Christ and the elan for every facet of our 
lives that was ours w.b,en in honesty we had admitted our 
guilt, put our hang. in the Lord's and set Ollt anew to liv.e 
life His. way • 

. The spirituality of .the Christian Life Communities 
b,as always viewed the use of ,this sacrament as a' key means 
to live our way of life: the "intense sacramental life" to. 
which our General Principles commitue obviously-includes 
the useO'f Periance~ .And the SpiritualExercises,soW?ce of 
CLC spirituality, assign an important role t.O ·1;hissacra­
ment both in and outside'retreat. 

Yet we are all aware that, amongour 

'1n the Church. geneI'ally, . "Confession"is 
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le,ss than ~t llsed to be. There are maW reaSQnS for this, , 
some valid, sqme not. The revision of the rite forPen.... 
ance, decreed by Vatici3.nCQllncilIl, wa,sfinally completed, 
and bec~Ine a.fficial early this year.' Th.e changes inthe 
new rite" are less radical~than some, had. hoped, bllt they do 
point clearJ.y irinew directions, and give offic·ialencollr... 
agement. to trends that were already developing'. The new 
Riteof Penance envisions fOllr differe,n't forms of penance .. 
.or - to llse the term the Rite prefers -"reconciliation": 

1) 	IndividllSl cO:n:fess'i:on. remains as bef'ore,but with. oR. 
tional biblical readings and new absolution ,t:orriillla. 

2} 	 Comm.llnitycelebration of the sacrament, wj.th indivi.9: 
llSl confession and sbsollltion inserted within a frame 
work of commu.nity readings, prayers and .songs. ' ­

3) 	Commllnitycelebration of Penance with collective ex­
pression of gu.iltand general a bsollltion ...: this last 
limited t,o sitllStions of grave' neceasity slleh as a, 
lack of enough priests' to hear, co:n:fessions of indi­
vidw,l.ls., De,cisions abollt where this form may bellsed. 
depend on the local bishOp and biShOps I. co:n:ferences.' 

4) Non.;..sacramental Penance serVices, of which the Rite 
" gives eight samples. Seen ,as helpful. in ,fllrthering 

conversion, they can be condl,l.cted also by lay people., 

The new rite stresse,s' "the social aspect of grace and 
sin, whereby the acts of'indivi,i,llSl memb,ers somehow, affec't 
the whole body of the Church". This toots why reconcilia­
tion'is effected ,·through the commllriity's. minister; the 
prte'st, and why commUnity celebrations of. the sacrament 
are.encollraged•. Use .0f'Scriptllre is strongly llrged. in the 
rite itself(!1then the priest, or the' pen1t.ezlt, ,reads an 
apllropriate Soriptlli'e text ll

); '1t is even s~gested that 
tiie. one confessing mak~ .his sctof90ntritionbeforehand, 
and his thanksgiving andpraiae afterward, a prayer based 
on, or ,drawn from',: Scriptllrel The peace arid joy ,of tlie sa£.• 

rament, are stressed, and its inseparable link: with the Fa.!!!, 
chal Mystery of Ch:rist. The role of the Holy Spirit ap­
pears,' clesriy. The new rite everywhere 'reflects' a r~al co!!, 
cern that the sacramentbe:for those who receive it trllly 
mea ningfIII and fruitflll,. resll1tinginnew li·fe. It high­
lights at one ,and the. same time both the cOlDmllUitarian as..... 
pe,cts of :!?ensncearid the veryspf.:tcia1 vallles to be found 
in individ.llSl confession. ' 

.To come now to ,more. practical qlleations. How often 
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should we make u.seof this sacrament? Not, of course, out 
o:f mere routine, simply because it'aa week or a month 
since last time.•. Penance must always involve a deciaionto 
9hange, a step forward. But since' it is the sacrament of 
repentance, of reconciliation, of new beginnings, i twoUld 
seem that as often as I truly want ·to make a new start, d~ 
sire to become.a more authentic Christian, am ready to 
change, even a little, the .sacrament of Penance ,can be of 
profit. A certain rhythm in our use of it is desirable; 
and dialogue with one's spiritual guide oil the subject 
could be helpful in finding that rhythm. 

When we do receive. the aacrament,Q.owmake it moste! 
fective, truly a grace experience? Preparing well is .esse!! 
tial. It.might help to make our evaluation the night be­
fore cQver the whole period since O.ur last confession, or 
to meditate the morning of the sacrament on an apt Scrip­
ture. text such as Ezechiel 37:1-14 or 1 John 1:5-2:2 or 
the account of the Prodigal Son. Where we cando so, it 
helps to confess to apries-t alert to make the encounter 
of true spiritual benefit for the reCipient. For most peo­
ple, it helps too to have the place and the setting for 
the sacrament be one that makes ita human as well as a 
'spiritual experience. In confessing; language that, rather 
than being stylized, states in an informal way what really 

. happened, is a. distinct aid. Even more important is that 
the confessions center not on sinful acttons as such, but 
on the :fundamental attitudes that underlie.them. The new 
Rite says: "In confess:lons of this kind, which concern ve!! 
ial sin, penitents should focus their attention especially 
on becoming more deeply conformed to Christ and listening 
more attentively to the voice of theSpirit". A. climate of' 
prayer and 'listening to God's word,":, both in Scripture and 
in the advice of the priest- ought to permeate '. the enco~ 
ter. And of course, thanksgiving and praise conclude it. 

CLCgroups can also help their members in the use o:f 
the sacrament by arranging, at appropriate times, communi­
ty celebrations of Pe:ri.a.nce that include the opportunity 
for individual, confession. Such.services.could include Ii 
litany mentioning community ::faults, readiIigs, a collective 
examination of . conscience (but always allmving time too 
for ail individual one), .and hymns. For it isa fact of ex­
perience that our continuing personal conversion and our . 
gro\'vth in CLC living will. be aided much by a discerning' 
use of this sacrament of reconciliation. 
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NORTH AMERICAN TRIP (Continu.ation) 
that the message of the World Assembly be.came kno'l'tn.Father 
Gallegos, Magdalena Palencia and Isabel Salas undertook to 
spend a weekend in' the main towns, explaining what hadta­
ken place at the international. gatherings of Rome 'and Augs 
burg, and the orientations of CLC around the world today:­
They spent in this way 21 weekends in 21 different cities 
stretching from the far north to the south of Mexico, ac­
tively preparing,people for this session of .formation. 

In this course there mingled YQuth, members' of small 
communities, and adults, coming from Marian Congregations,
all, in small groups, entering into a deeper discovery of 
this way of life. It is clear that for many it was some­
thing new, and that this course constituted an important 
step. It opened. new perspeC"tives, particularly ,-t:or the 
youth groups, and brought to aLL, ~n.and through the exper
ience, new hopes for tomorrow. . ­

. , 

The Course was followed .by the General Assembly,
which brought together some 250 persons. And at the close 
of this day, an exchange with about fifteen priest-assis­
tants of communities about the experience of Puente Grande 
and future possibilities. We still had three more days in 
Mexico, conducted by the indefatigable Juan Murgu:ia, pres­
identof the National Federation, who foresaw everything.

·We.deeplyappreciated our visit of pilgrimage to Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, and there entrusted to the Blessed,Virgin
the CLCs and their missionj in the world of today. A final 
stay at Guadalajara to visit some of the efforts launched 
and led. by the Marian Congregations (a primary school, a 
village center, a housing project) and then we left behind 
the Mexican sun, our heads. full 'of memories and pur hearts 
touched by the warm friendliness. . 

T~e national leaders of the Mexican Federation have, 
in preparing and staging the Formation Course of Puente 
Grande~ achieved a work of depth, and'with promise for 
the future. The seed sown will mature, judging by their 
sense of priori,ties and by the reactions to this session. 

* * * * 
Our account of this trip is of course incomplete.. It does 
not present all the meetings, gatherings and contacts, all 
most interesting, that such a journey affords. And it but 
weakly reflects the dynamism felt in so I!Iany national, 
regional and local efforts. But Lf it confirms~.the reader 
in the conviction that, in North America as elsewhere, the. 

, CLCs are really alive and tfon the way" toward greaterauth 
enticity for a better apostolic service, then it beBirs wi;; 
ness to what we have seen, and has served its purpose. 
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