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. IMPORTANT

S As we complete this issue, the last of 1974, we feel
'”welllng up within us a spontaneous sentiment of z2pprecia~

?,rﬁhanks‘to the collaboration of so many members of CILC and -
*~to the support of our readers generally

For 'PROGRESSIO is nothing else but that: tne frult of"
ﬂthe contlnulng -and authentic experiences made’ by the Chrlst
txan Life: Communities -‘and then ripened thrcugh exchanges
- and ccmm‘n atlon. And this exchange of -experiences, what-
T£orm or style, has attracted a cirele of readers

" who are fr ndly, 1nterested but also. demandlng,' 1f we

,'may gudge by tHe reactions rece1VQd durlng the year.~ '

: The addition of two Supplements has been w1dely ap— ,

’Tpre01ated, since the vast majority of our readers have op~
.téd for the complete subscription,and there have been many
orders for additional copies of the brochure on the Exer~
cises published last April, So we extend our warm grati-
‘tude to all the authors and, through them, to all the CICs

~ whose experiences they have transmitted. Our heartfelt
fﬁhanks go too. to all our readers, who have so often ex
pressed thelr encouragement during the year. -

- It is to. this confl&ence and support, so vigorously
. shown, that we wigh to make appeal at this moment when it
becomes necessary to augment:the subscription price. The
© year 1974 has .been very difficult: the increase  in the
. price of paper, of printing and above all of postage has:
- stretched to the limit revenues that were already rather
" meager. In addition, the financial assistance that the re
- view could furnish to thekefforts of the World Federation
- in its work of promoting'CLC throughout the world could no
_-.longer be counted on. And this, precisely at the moment
" " when, follow1ng the 1973 Formation Course of Rome and the.
" General Assembly of Augsburg, efforts to develop authentic
* CLCs were being multiplied everywhere. Communication was .
- being intensified and demands made on us also on the part:

tion and thanksgiving for the work that has been achieved,



-of “the poorer countries, .before which we were in dange‘ of
And this would blunt too the
which can '

finding ourselves paralyzed.
dynamism of +the youthful national communities,
.only develop thanks to the solldarlty of all.

In the face of this 31taat10n, the Executlve Counc11
of the World Federation, counting on the fund of good will
that surrounds the review, had faith that its members and
‘friends would understand. - It has fixed a new subscription .
" price (see below) which takes account of the price in-
_creases already in effect or foreseeable in 1975, assuring
also a contribution - to the work of promotion that is &=
chieved thanks to mutual aid on the intermational level.

, _ We were all convinced, in taking this decision, that
it would in some instances be felt as’ a real sacrifice,
And yet we. have taken it with confidence, for we are sure

that we can .count on your faithfulness as a subscriber, We

are sure that your help will be forthcoming and will allow
us to solve this difficult situation. We are sure,finally,

that together we will contlnue this work of the -Church
‘which is the development of the Chrlstian Life Communities

and in this way ‘take part 1n announc1ng Jesas Christ to .
the World of today.

.José GSELL
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SIMTLICITY OF LIFE AND POVERTY

Some Reflectlons of Father Pedro ARRUPE Seds

" When he presents the mystery of the Nativity of
Jesus in the Spiritual Exercises, Ignatius in-
vites usg to see, %o look at, to consider, to ob-
serve, to contemplate the Lord born "in extreme
poverty. And after many labors, after hunger,
© thirst, heat and cold, after insults and outrag-

es,He is going to die on the oross.“(Sp.Ex 116},
,GHRISTMAS, contrary to what our consumer society
- thinks, ‘is a mystery of poverty, and already
symbolizes the cross. To help us in our medita-
tion, we publish here some reflections of Father
Arrupe,  extracts of an address.of ‘his of Decem-
ber, 1973.

, The simpl1c1ty that belongs to our. way of llfe is'to—
day menaced not by a single but by a-double. danger. It is.
~ menaced not only by our built-in egoism, but by the: coﬁsug
* er society that provzdes with such facility almost every-
+thing our egolsm craves, In a society characterized by pen
ury, our egoism cannot have such spectacular success; . we
are compelled to live simply. “And so, those of us who live
in societies of affluence nmust be very consclous of the en
- slaving effects of an economy of abundance and its hlgh-
pressure -salesmanship, If we really want to.live the life
~of austerlty to which we are called, we must be able to rg
spond t¢ its propaganda: "How many thxngs ‘there are T do
‘not need! How many things there are I do not want!" To mod
ify a little bit one of the four freedoms of Pr991dent\
V'Roosevelt, We must cultivate freedom from "“want".

v If we look more closely into- the matter, we . flnd that
simplicity of life 1is rooted in, and is a manifeatation
of, a basic splrltual attitude., This attitude. ‘can be culti

'vated ~-or, on the other hand, opposed - in diverse ways,'

in our personal lives as well as in our apostollc work. It

is not merely a problem,of poverty. In our personal lives,

for 1nstance, we can fall short of szmpllczty ‘for many

reagons: because of sensuallty, or vanlty, or an unacknew—

,ledged pr:de of social class. :

4=



http:becallseofsensu.ali.ty

Sensuality - if you will allow ‘me to use that old-
fashioned but still valid expression - makes us adept in
avoiding whatever is.inconvenient, and in tak;ngﬁfull adm
vantage of the opportunltles offered by a cansumer ‘society
to engoy ourselves in comfort. ‘ :

Vanlty ~ again an old—fashloned but by o means out-
dated term - inclines us not only to provide ourselves
with superfluitles, but even, in what we need for -our maln5
tenance, to.choose only "the best that the market of;ers"
thus joining, whether we realize it or not, the number of
“thoge who have become enslaved to prevaillng *ashlon‘f

,And ‘thirdly - whethér we realize it or not - We all
-come under the influence of what have been called ""ollec-
tive passions" - of nation, or race, or goeial class.  ‘The
trouble is that we fail to realize. that we share these
"pagsions®, precisely because they are "collective"; they
find their unexamlned Justification in everything that sur
rounds us; and’ thus, without our full advertence, they con
‘dition our attltudes,,our choices, our way of llfe.

gpverty : Mystegy of Falth -

Poverty is a Gospel mystery, and one must love Christ -
to comprehend it. The mystery of poverty springs from the
mystery of the kenogis of Christ: Christ's emptying of him
gelf. It is a mystery, something that human reason cannot
fully understand, ' something we can approach only in the
measure that we are .enlighbtened by the Holy‘spirit} The
problematic of religious poverty ig neither socmologlcal
nor financial, It is not even merely theological. It is.a
- problematic of faith: of love for Christ poor, poor in the

human life he chose for himself, poor in~the life of ‘hiS~
fmystlcal Body. ' : S '

And so, to arrlve' at -8 measure of un&erstandﬂng of
what poverty means, a double experience is necessary. A
faith experience, first of all, of Christ's emptying of
himgelf; but also a lived experience of being .really posr.
If either of “these two experiences is lacking, one cannot
really know what Christian poverty is. If the mystical ex-
- perience of Christ's kenosig is lacking, one can possibly
‘kriow what human poverty and misery are, that poverty and
-migsery which we are’called upon to flght in themselves and
in their effectsy but one cannot know What( poverty for a
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" Christian is-and means‘ If the personal, lived experience
rAo:E real ‘poverty is lacking,: one may p0951bly arrive at
some - knowledge of what the - poverty of the” ‘historical
Chrlst was and its charactermatlc traits; but one cannot
o know what ‘the poverty of poor men is in actuality.

Hence, if we are to know Christian poverty in its
fullness, in the round, we must strive for an inward know-
 ledge, an epign091s reached through prayer of Christ poor,

. Christ. on the cross; . this epignosis leading us in virtue

. of the Ignatian charism to that .third mode of humility
whereby we choose poverty with Christ poor rather than
riches, , At the same time, and by the same token, we must
gstrive to live this poverty we have chosen, and thus exper
ience what poverty really means for the indigent poor.
Faith impels us to the imitation of Christ poor, -and this

in turn impels us to actual poverty~* such is the upward

. spiral generated by the . interactlon of faith experience
- - and lived experience which is the basic pattern in this or
der of being. - interact10n~‘ for the lived' experience of
poverty impels us to the love of Christ, a 1ove which pur-—
ifies and liberates. As Saint Ignatius puts it, "It is no

~ small grace that +the Divine Goodness gives us when it

fgives us the opportunity of actually ‘tasting what we

- -should always desire if we are to be conformed to our modw -

el, Jesus Christ. "

Af'Poverty Basis of Life in the Spirit

We all know “how- much Saint Ignatius-loved pcverty. He
" looked on it as one of the %basic virtues of the apostle,
. Deriving this insight from interlor illuminations of the
o Holy-Spirit regarding ‘the standard of the Crosa, he lost
- no time in translating - it into practlce. we are to love
"pover%y as a mother and defend it as the rampart of - rellg-\
ion. oo A .

o -Let us spell this out, using the - samlete?mindlogy‘
~ ;that Ignatius does. What does 'poverty do? It'dlsposes'the
 human instrument to union with God, and endows him with ap.
. ostolic mobility. Union with. God,. effected by the theolog
“ieal v1rtues, is nourished by evangellcal poverty, “which
" is both founded in faith and increases. faith, since Christ
. " known by faith i8 the key to an. understandxng of what pov=
’ erty really meana, and poverty, Ain turn, is- the supremely

N




"credible witness of what faith ia- “faithﬁithout5ﬁ6rksiﬁaﬁ
Vdead. (James 2:17). -

Poverty means total detachment, at least in attltude,
it meals. w1thdraw1ng trust from all things ‘created. and -
placlng ‘all our . trast and all’ oar hope in- God, in the
falth-certalnty that our help can ‘only come from him, It
is to this total trust in the prov1dence of God that pover
ty leads us by- dzspossesslng us of everything and  thus lib
erating us from attachment to anything. *The surest as
well as the most needed contr1bution we can give to the re
form of the universal Cburch,“ says Saint Ignatius, "is to
g6 about it as- lightly burdened with things = as possible,
as Our Lord hlmself has shown us." The experience of human
,rlnsecurlty leads’ us: to- find shelter in the unfalllng secur-

ity of God.

Poverty prepares us not. only to profess but to prac- -
tice charity; for true poverty makes. a man eapable of giv-
ing for his- nelghbor's sake not only what he has but what
he is, “YAll for others" - becomes his. rule of life, All° pos -
sesslons, talenta, time, labors, aoys, grlefs,'saylng with
Saint Paul, "I am perfectly willing. %o spend what I have,
~-and to be spent, in: the ;nterests of your souls," (2 Cor, -
12'15) ‘ R Co e L

Advantages of Poverty and Szmpllcity of Tivi ing

The advantages of that perfect- detachment on which
_Christian poverty and ;slmpllclty of rllfe is based are
many. T ; : -

Perfect detaohment eonfers an 1nner freedom whlch
is unlque- the freedom to respond to- the Splrlt‘s call as.
goon ag we hear it, whether in our own hearts, or in the -
- woice of authority, or in +the signs- of the times. Thia
inner *readineds for anything? is what gives us . mobillty,
_it.disposes us to go at a moment's notice wherever God, 0=
bedlence or the need. of souls demand,.

~ How far removed such an attitude is from that of one.
: who has- "found his nlehe" ‘and made himself thoroughly com—
- fortable in it! He surrounds himself with an assortment‘ef
conveniences that for him have become necessitles, culti-,
vates powerful friends attentlve to his slightest wish, -
~apg”thua gives himself a sort of tenure, a permanent post
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from which, as. Sal,ﬁiIgnatiuS'remarks;c‘"manyi'men fcanﬁdt\
Rmove him&“cf : L : , ” S .
Tru poverty develops a spirituality that is aoyful,

) v1goroue ‘and vzrile, ‘a8 the Roman poet” Lucan observed long
" ago: "poverty, fruitful mother of men, " - Poverty does away
" with softness and - w1th our natural . tendency to loaf,  to
the dolce far niente. It generates spiritual vigor. and ‘an

extraordlnary endurance in. apostolzc enterprises and,c on

"fktop of that, ‘confers an - inward Joy and - gladness in the

midst of labors whlch one who has not experienced 1t finds,

* hard to imagine.

v Another characterietlc of the life ’of 51mpl'city and
- poverty is apost" ic efficacy. For clearly, if one is uni-
. ted with God an& relies on him alone,A one is more open to
";recelve the- graces that render the . pastoral. minlstry frult
ful, since - "neither the planter nor the waterer matters—
only. God, who makes things grow." . Mcrecver, such -a way of
. life has: the 1mpact ‘of ' irrefutable witness, especially to-
f‘day when the value of poverty and simpliclty of livang &8
, 8 “51gn" has risen 80 dramatlcally.
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'NORTH AMERICAN TRIP

by José Geell

Slnce our Executlve Council meetlng of last September .
was being held in Canada, it seemed the right time to make -
“this the stepping—stone for another continental trip. Af-
ter South Amerieca, Asia and Afriea, ~was this not .the mom-
-gnt to. become better acquainted with the face of CLC in
North America and to, intensify the already existing links?
So, at the end of our Council meeting * we said goodbye %o
the pleasant country place at Mascouche, so generously fur
‘nlshed us by the TLieunis 8001ety, to go ‘back to Mbntreal.

: Many of the CQunc11 mémbers had to go back at once to
their tasks, usual or "exceptional®”, the latter ‘being the
case of Jose Antonio Esquivel who was  to receive, -  the
next day, his ordination to the priesthood. It was sure
“that- as we saw the car bringing him to the alrport disap~ .
pear in the distance, we Sensed somethlng of what it means
t0 be a community "in dispersion" in which, their work to-
" gether completed, the members séparate, each one to take
up again the- demands -on him and his own responsabilities,’
and yet close to Jose as he left accompanled by our prayer ..
and our frlendshlp. . . ;

- Roland Calcat prolonged his stay to take part in the
meetlngs in Frenchrspeaklng Canada, Hildegard Ehrtmann
went with us for the whole. of the Canadlan trip (and we
met her again at our stop in Cleveland, USA). Josette Beau '
" bien, of course, as president of the "National Pederatiol
of Canada and member of the World Council, accompanied us
in-Canada as well. That left three permanent staff members
of the World Pederation: Justo Gonzalez-Tarrio left direct
1y for Mexico %o help the national leaders in their final™
preparations for. the formation course, while Nick Rieman
and I begen a trip that wds to extend over five weeks.

Three countries: Canada, the United States, and Mexi-
.co. Three CLC realities, each one expressing a rich histor -
ical past, an effort at adaptatlon to new situations,a dif .
ferent context demanding of their leadeérs a creatlve and
‘generous  commitment, in which most of theh are vigorously
engaged. To start w1th this means that here as elsewhere,
we  discovered living realities, each with its own shape
and its own proEIems, but also each with tremendous posgi-~.
bilities for development in the near future through lead-
ership, both national and regional, - offering a formation'
- ¢lear 1n its dlrectlons and fully open to the modern men-—
tallty. 9




Though our stay in Canada was: short it was filled
‘with activity, * It included, first of all " friendly con~
‘tacts and meet1ngs with the’ CLCs of Quebec, Montreal, Tor-
- onto and the Leunis Center; an excellent day of’exchanges'
with a large group of Mbntreal Jesuits, interested in CLC:
" -experiences taking place today around the world; . £finally,

‘a-long and’ extremely profitable. session with the team of
“Jesuits- guldlng the Center for Ignatlan Splrltuallty of
Guelph. o ‘ 4

- The all—day sessxon wlth the 27. Jesults of Mbntreal

‘,'and the meeting with the Guelph team surely were among the

. high points of- the trip. For they were above all the shar-
ing of a common vision, and an exchange of experlences. We
were happy to find in them the dialogue and mutual help. -

  ~Athat are s0 necessary for us in order to strengthen CLC
“{‘promotlon in its fldelity 1o the Ignatlan charlsm.'

L ‘The meetlngs with the CLCS of: Quebec Prov1nce were ' or
‘ganized on a tight schedule, which allowed us to meet th®

]Q}largest possible number of members, ‘but Sometimes short-

‘ened the time available for’ deeper exchanges. The personal -
testimonies given by the Canadian members, -and the inter-
‘national experience furnished by Executlve Counéil members

‘«; provided matter for some very good exchanges, both at Que-

bec ‘and at Montreal. And we will long. remember the Buchar-.
-istic celebration that cloSed the very fine meeting with
+ some sixty members of the Regina Mundi Communlty. Our stay-
" here closed with: helpful contacts and .discussions with lea

- ders of the National Federation and of Leunis Center ~ whd
“ " weré our- kind ‘hosts ~ about. formation . programs,. new efforts.

Co serv1ce.'

in  progress, apostolic orientations and evaluation . of .
strengths ana weaknesses “all in- a mutual search for beﬂer ‘

L At Toronto our ‘"base" was the blg, friendly rectory of
“,the~commun1ty of prlests grouped around’ Father Joseph John~
- son.. Rather new yet in the clty, ‘he had succeeded in. arran;
., ging the maximum number of :.contacts with -interested and
,ﬁn”interestlng" persons. - So we -had an evenmng with: flfteen'
- or so prlests, ‘mainly- Jesults.ﬂ~"' a

ful meetlng wlth two groups of youth

 ;V€y CLCS, stlll it' a;true to say th ,
" ent there which make possible and* ‘kely that Communities

o will soon begln, and develop in. very favorable cendltlons.“

e UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

e Tne route we. took on. our trlp in. the States ‘was de-=

L termined by the schedule of the: different - sessions and
»,meetlngs. This allowed us to traverse the country going.
- from West “to East and from South. to North. - San Franclsco

lO S
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VPortland and Salem gave ‘us contact w1th the groups of theﬁ

" West. In the Southwest, these are rather new, and mainly -

of youth, and so- oun first regional gatherlng, -under the
blue skies of Santa Clara, near San Francisco, reflected
the dynamism of its partlclpants and the stir of new begin
nings. - In the Northwest, at Portland and Salem, several
groups of ‘couples with a solld formation and whose witness
. was quite convincing, were posing for themselves the- ques~
tion of respon31billty for the growth of the groups in
their reglon.

Then it was the turn of Cleveland Toledo and Detr01t
in ‘the region of the Great Lakes.: There wére various meet-
ings - and ‘gatherings with mixed groupes, mainly couples,
some of -them -lively and quite committed. Father. Rieman,; -
who had been priest-assistant with them, met them again
with joy and emotion. There were some deep and fruitful. ex

" .changes,with the confrontation furnished by the varied ex~

periences -helping to p01nt out better +their common way of
life. A very good session with Father Farrell, Director
of the Center for the Spiritual Exercices at’ Cclomblere
near. Detroit, on the program there for the preparatlon of
Exerclces guldes.

From there we left for Mexico, to return ten days lat
.er to St. -Louis {Missouri) and make contact with the teall
at the National Secretariat. Marie Schimelfening, the nat-

"ional executive secretary, had taken the trouble to accom—

pany:us on various parts of our American irip, and: this al
lowed us to situate better in their context the curren?
needs and the efforts undertaken.;

) Flnally. it was the East Coagt, = Washingtop.‘ Phila-/
delphia, New - York. We had an excellent meetlng with &
group of ACU (Agrupaclon Catolica Unlvers1tar1a, ‘of Cuban
orlgln), resulting in an exchange in some depth on the
more important questions facing CLC today. Several friend-
"~ 1y gatherings with various parish sodalities of women, fo-

cusing on some of the questions these wider grouvs face in

pursuing their own approach. A twowday session with Jes~
uits from hlgh schools of the area onthe approach to youth
communities:a brother of another order. and ‘several CLC lay’
- people gave their input too for the session, and all in
all it was a guite positive experience.. Flnaliy ‘a meeting
near New York with a group of couples who posed, to them-
selves and to us, the question of definitive adhesion to.
CLC; it was a session showing clearly the quallty of the
formation they had been pursuing. -

‘The last stage : New England, - which, 1n»these,autumn»
days recelved us - w1th its forests in all  the glory of.
thelr changing colors., Lively youth communities receiv~
-ing a strong stimulus from a regiomal communlty of assis
tants, mainly made up of religious. These priests, broth=
- ers and sisters had made the de0151on to attempt to llve

’-f11'
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out ' together in this community of moderators what they
were itrying  to promote. -And another . sign ‘of & vitality
here: the first groups of adult couples had recently begun

. This stage ended with the meeting of the national Ex-
- ecutive Council, or, as they term it, the National Commun-
" ity., It inecluded in its program a day's workshop sensiti-
zing members %o problems of oppression and liberation, and
‘this had been carefully prepared. A noon meal 'took us by’
- surprise: some tables received complete dimners, while oth
"ers were Served almost nothing; it was interesting to not®
the reactions of both groups, and afterwards in evaluating
it to apply it to the world situation and seek out the cau
ses. .., .. : R S
: . "In the course of this weekend we were able. to.share
our impressions with ~ the national Executive Council. - The
- ‘exchanges focused on two things: the encouraging trerids in
the American. CLCs. in recent. years, and how to further deve
lop. these; and the priorities needed in order to strenghenl
the movement in the directions that it seems, more and mo-
re clearly, to be ‘taking. There are ine?itabiy}wide~di££er
ences in the levels of formation. We had met some extreme—.
ly committed CLCs, which had led the movement ‘of -~renewal
through the Exercices; others were still on the early sta-
" ge of the road, others still searching to find their path.
-Giving impetus to the movement in such a large country can

" only be effective if to some degree it operates on a re-

gional basis. This is what the present national leadership .

. is attempting to do, at the same time. giving increasing at

tention to the need for thorough formation in the CLC. wa¥
of life. In -all this, there is much 1o rejoice aboutad to

© say,. in American siyle, O.K. ‘A thank you to'our friends.

who had given us such a warm and such a simple welcome,and
already our plane was taking us towards other skies. ' ' °

. MEXICO

- . In Mexico the thing that struck us. -at once;  -@s soon-
as we. arrived, was the warmth of the welcome. The -six
leaders waiting for us: at the Guadalajara airport gave us
a first taste of Mexican hospitality. And this impression
did not prove wrong;: in fact, it was reinforced at each
new step and meeting. . - e S e '

It was Puente Grande, a house way out in the country, .

" that “opened itwelf to receive the 98 participants -that
- took part 'in the two-week formation session.  While Justo

- Gonzalez-Tarrio took part in it from the start, we only ar
~rived on the first day of the second part,;making our firsT

. attempts to handle the language of Cervantes...! There we-

. re -adults .and youth - young men and women both - coming

from 18 different cities. One should say that the Mexican
© delegation to Augsburg, = on its return, -took care to sée
P 12 . ' o . C ~"(eontinuat10n ps 27)
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POPULATIOH &ND POLI?ICS
by Franeis IVERN s j.‘

The World Populatlon Conference held at Bucharest
-from August 19 to 30, together with the- other. meetings and
" events connected with it - the Youth Population Conference,»‘
" the- Encounter with Journallsts, and the Tribune for Non-gov.
: ernmental Organlsations - Wag an enrichlng .and unforgetta -
‘ble experience, It was the first world-wide political con-
ference on the vital and delicate coplc of -population. But
anyone who went to Bucharest to get a clear, objective and
balanced idea of the nature and gravity of the population
problem, - and of the different factors respcnsible for it,
would have- been dlsapp01nted.

. - The Bucharest meetings were dominated to a great ex-,a_
‘tent by the discussions on the draft of ‘the World Popula-

tion Plan of Action. These generated much ideological and

political heat, -but few new insights about the nature of

the population problem, 1ts causes and posslble approaches,
‘to solve it. The Plan of Action as approved by the Confer

‘ence reflects, not 9o much the present state of the popula

tlon problem, ~ as how govermments see the . problem ‘today,
the aspects they think should be emphaeised -and the meae'
 ures they are w1111ng to adopt for its solutlon. :

~ .As the Conference itself, +the World Population Flan
fof Action was essentially political: & set of" governmental
pollcy guldellnee, -the fruit.of a compromise among diver-
-gent political views and tendencies ‘and not of any ideolog‘
ical or doctrinal consensus. It would be a migtake to look
in the-Plan of Action for that objectiv1ty, interndl logic
and coherence which usually characterlze~,301ent1fle or
doctrlnal documents. : -

, However, the fact that the World Populatlon Confer~ o
_ence and its Plan.of Action were of a -political nature”

does- not deprive “them of 81gnif1cance and value. But we
.ghould keép that in mind if we are to understand the mes-

sage of Bucharest correctly and not to draw’ from it the
:wrong conclasaons. o

It is eV1dent that demographic statlstlcs alone doe
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‘1;1not constztute a problem, unless they are related to avall

able resources. and - Services ‘0 meet the needs of present
and . foreseeable future populatxons.! To .solve. the ‘populat

"'llon problem.we cannot ‘simply  act on demographic variables

‘ alone, such as populatlon growth @nd geographic distribu~
tion, We Have also to take into account the .factors that
. eondition: today the production and avallablllty ‘of resour- -
;vces and - their equitable dlstrlbutlon- socio-economic. devel
~ opment and trade, soc1al Justice aﬁ the natlonal and 1nter‘
n;natlonal 1evel N \ :

T Hnman reproductlon 1tself is not 51mply a mechanlcal
~act, Péople have chlldren because of psychological, economf.
“ic and soclo—cultural reasons, - Besides, we cannot expect
~ people to act respon91bly in their reproductlve behaviour,V
- if economlc, social and political structures do mnot allow:

- and encourage peoPle's respon31ble partlclpatlon in other“

“H“vital decisions affecting their lives.

, ' The solution of the population problem requires con-"
l*certed action on all the different factors that. ‘are respon-
. sible for it. Bucharest focused its attention’ malnly on

. the .demographic aspects of the problem., Other Uhited Nat--

‘ fllons confererces were. supposed to have: dealt, or are. going

o deal Wlth, the other factors: trade and development

Hl‘(Santiago, April-June 1972), -human environment: (Stcckholm

© July 1972), raw materials (New York, Aprll-Méy 1974 ), food-
“(Rome, November. 1974), ‘human settlements (Yancouver, 19?6),

'fletc. Bven during the’ preparatory stages the organlzers of

© the Conference had’ emph351zed its limited scope.~ The Plan
of Action should ‘be con91dered ‘an essentlal ‘but only one
Jeomponent of the- ‘international communlty's overall gtrate~-
CL8Y for the promotlon of economic development and the. qual—
_glty of llfe.~ B TR v :
o The' efforts to conflne the dlSCussiOns' of’the World .
“Population Conference more closely to’ the . demagraphlc var-
- ‘iables or, in’ other words, - to. the - reeponsibllitles of the -
- .poor,. proved vain. The mnature of the: popilation: problem it

<~ self is such’ that it ig dlfflcult to focus on one set of7

.- factors only,, with abstractlon from the others.~ And what
~Cwould have been’ perbaps possible in- an- academ;c} -and de-
~ tached dlseu331on, ‘became’ 1mp0331ble in the polltlcal cli ©
_ mate at Bucharest, After the  meagre . ‘results. produced byp

f’the conferences deallng more dlrectly w1th resp0n91bilit1es

;¥18lf‘




Vof the rlch—countrles in flelds’ llke. development, fradé~i
and  raw. materlals.,,the _poor countries, which now ;inv

all world conferences constitute the . vast ma jority, were
not in a-mood to llmlt their dlscu531ons to family plan
nlng ‘alone, '

AV Bucharest, a group of Lat1n~Amerlcan and Afrlcan
countrles, supported by China and other gocialist’ coun-
tries, led the attack against what they . conszdered an- ex-
cessively negative approach and a too exclusive emphasis -
on demographic factors in the Drenaratory Conference. docu—~.
',ments. ‘They: were Joined by others in stresslng the need_

for increased soclo-eeonomic develoyment as the main fac-’—-“

tor, and for a more just international social order as the )
THecessary condition for the solution’ of the population
- problem, As the delegatlon of the Hely See pointed out, to
day's deep and growing 1nequa11t1es are caused more by the
selfishness of the rich than by the fertlllty'of the poor.f

- "In the course of the dlEC&ESlons it wasg also empha-n
‘sized that populatlon policies need to ‘be more clogely . 1n—4
tegrated with socio-economic development policies. Rich na

- fions were reminded.  of the consequences that their style
- of life and their superfluouns and wasteful consamptlon had

‘for a more equltable distribution of the world's resources._'A\

All these were questlons about whlch the Church had-
koften expressed its concern in such documents ‘as The
Church in the Modern World  (1965), The Development of BPeo—
‘ples (1967), Justice in the World (1971), and more recent-
1y, during the current year, the messages of the Holy Fath-
er to the TUnited Nations Secretary—General and to the
‘World Population Conference's organlzers. The Holy See al-

. 80 could not but agree with the greater emphasis given in -
the final text of the Plan to the status and role of women,
to the rights of individuals and minorities, and to the so
clc-cultural dimensions of the populatlon problem, o :

. In spite of this, however, at the-end ‘of the Confer-

-ence, the Holy See, alone among ‘the. official delegatlons,“
felt that it bad to dissociate =~ itself from- a text which
it had been, together with the others, actively engaged in’

produ01ng, through a long and laborlous voting process ove
er dozens of amendments and sub-amendments. There ‘were - in

_the final text amblguous expressions, statements regardlng‘,
haman life and partlcularly abortlon, the eoncept of ths o
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ff'famlly and the means of population eontrol which the Holy -
- See’ could not ‘accept. Nor could it support what it still

+ considered a- dlsproportlonate emphasis on’ demographic var-
.j,lables., L , . - .

B This raises the question of the 'kihd of“presence and
_ of" the specific role - of the official Churech in political

'jconferencea like that ‘of Bucharest. Should the Church, giv

.*en its religious nature, involve itgelf in what is edsen~
irtlally & political process? If ‘so, how and at what level?
- Should the Churech give - its support, not simply morally, 

~ but through its vote, on the conference floor, side by

. gide with other states, to affirmations which though vers
" bally in agreement with the Church's p051t10ns, Wwere SOMmew-
. times motivated by arguments or based -on assumptlons if-

not doetrlnally unacceptable,at least of doubtful objectiv

'fity? How to énsure then the active presence of the Church

in international dlspuss1ons on such vital’ human problema

like populatlon,, while safeguardlng the- Church's speclflcl
ﬁrellgious and ethical role and ite moral authority? o

These questions become more relevant When we analyzea

How gome coneluslons were reaohed and'w1th what arguments\
f and votes some amendments were: adopted.. : )

Ko doubt 1n ‘Bome countries there 1s need for & more

‘!f'positlve approach o populatlon problems. There should be

greater trust in- mah's ‘ereativity and resourcefulness and
4 more optimlstlc and hopeful view of mankind's fiature, In

trylno to find a solutlon, the emph331s should be more on . [

development and social justice, at the fiational ‘and inter-
" natlonal level, than slmply on populatlon control, ‘

~But development and 3001al Justlce are no-. substitutea

"_for direct fertility - control where and when,requlred. In

spite of an accelerated development, it is still far from
- adeguate in thoge developing countrles where the majority
© 'of the world's populatzon lives and where den31ties and -

- growth rates are- ‘high, Uhgust soclo—econOmlc and politlcal

 ~structures cannot be changed overnight, ‘nor can. ‘we change
. in a short time the mind-sets and - value systems of the peoi
~‘?_ple that support these structures.,f :

. At Bucharest the most voeal- opt1m1sts,v theVCQuntrles"
‘that’ downplayed ‘the need for population control, -and pro-
fposed developmenﬁ and internatlonal social austlce as the~
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solution, in general had low aenslties and relat1vely~-*
small popa'lamons. It is 4rue that’ Braml was .also. among‘
the 0pt“ists, in spite of havmng today a populatlon of ov
~er 100 million. - But it is also true +that Brazil's popilac
tion density is = still among the lowest, -that the- ceuntry
has vast and §till unexplozted territories and a flourish-
ing economy. 3691des,,3razil was ouly "partly"' among the

optlmlsts., While speak1ng in: populatlonlst terms, - Brazil
~aléo’ ‘openly stated, for the first time in -an internation~.
al conference, that it would: provide souples. with the nee~
essary informatien and means to determlne _the number and:

'espaclng of. their children. S ot e

of couree, the unquallfied optlmlet was Ghina. Wlth a
population estlmated at over 800 million, with large grain
imports from the U.S.A. and other developed countrles, and
with a masgive and extremely effectlve populatlcn control.
. aystem: in which artificial means are widely used, China de
_ nounced ‘the "absurd theory" of a population explosion "ln—

. gidiously. concocted“ by the superpcwers to maintain their

hegemony.: The Chinese repeatedly stated that of all. thlngs
in the WOrld people are ‘the most precious, that ‘population
growth in the Third. World was a very good thlng,< and that
“the future of mankind can be--made: ”inflnitely brlght"

. In-such a political climate, countrles 11ke Indla withfv
600 million people, Indonesia with 132 million, Pakistan .
with 68 milllon and’ Bangladesh with 83 million, with per

~eapita incomes oscillating between $80 and . $110, -and- with[e

as much need for populatlon control as for development
and eocial gustice, were bound to play a rather secondary
role, Only towards the end of the Conference, when polit~
) ical arguments were: runnlng short; did they rally and mus-
uter enough votlng eupport to malntain in the Plan of Ac—,
tion the recognitlon -that rapid population growth can in-
“deed: seriously-thwart a country's efforts to develop, .. and’
that suitable means.have to.be found which while fully re
vlepectlng man's freedom and dlgnlty, can effeetlvely llmite
that‘growth. : ;

" Most of the other ccuntrles,‘ the‘de#eloped cbuntrieé}y_
from ‘the West, and Russia  with some of its  satellites,
tried to steer a mlddle-of—the-road course,  with - Russisa
leaning more on the gide .of - the advocates of development.
‘ahd social Justlce, and the West . on the population con~
trol slde. Tnough in tb Acourse of the debates, the Unlted
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. ‘,States delegation often found 1tself aefendlng the demo~

_graphic Ainput which accordmng to- them the .Conference was -
..~ supposed to give, it was wrong to label 1ts 9031t10n "mal-
'f‘:thusian" as some did, -

~In splte of. all the heated debates and polltlcal sklr
mlshes, the flnal text of the Plan of Action was on “the
whole better than the draft and, leav1ng a31de the agpects

~ :;which were unacceptable from the Church's p01nt of view,it

~was a good text,The changes introduced eoncerned more the
analysis’ of the population problem ‘and of its causas, ‘and
even if some might have found them out of place, they cer-
talnly helped to put the population problem 1n a broader
and better perepectlve.f . ;

- What concerned me most at Bucharest was not g0 much
all the polxticklng that went on - after all, thls was .- to

7‘,be expected - but what I thought was a serlous “and wide-

- spread lack of vlnternatlonal solidar1ty, of true. concern‘
for each other's problems; .unless, of course, the problems '

" of the other happened also to be one's own, From this

,'p01nt of view, developing- countries were certainly not bet
ter than the others, One could, if not Justify, at least

??;understand “that -poor coqntries might not be teo preoccu-‘
.. pied for the welfare of the rich and find it hard- to.- symya

f thise with the latter's. problems. “But the selflsh pursuit
of one's own interests was. rather general and’ cut across .

. geographlc and poverty llnes.

, "I think. thls partly explains why, given the turn that!
the Conference took, such 1mportant topics as food and en-

kliergy, which are so closely: ‘related to populatlonVand pre -

',‘sent today extremely urgent and. ‘gerious problems to.80 ma .
ny countries, ‘were hardly mentioned, The reagon’ could not
simply be the. proximlty “of “the World Food Conference, to

~:f be held in November in Rome, seeing how other topics. whlch,
daid_ not fTall exactly under *he "populatlon“ heading, and -

which had been or Wwere gclng t0 be - the subaect of other

fzﬂgconferences, were freely discussed.

S At Bucharest there was much: 1nsistence on the fac%
- that. populatlon pollcies are the primary responalblllty of-

ffjlnational governments., ‘Thig -cén be. underatood ~in the con—,
T itext of unwarranted generalizations ‘and of attempts $o e8-

: thablish universal pollcles for all countries, without?
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taking into sceéount the existing diversity of - needs and
gituations, waever,'this ingistence should not be inter-
preted in any way as & return to the -concept of "unlimite
ed" national sovereignties. It should not lead to a dimin-
ished sense .of intermational solldarlty and respon51hllity.
Solidarity should operate not only in the economic, social
and political fields, but also in the populatlon fleld.

In this context . I prefer to .8peak of a populatlon
"problem“, rather than of "problema", No. doubt that situa-
tlons differ from .= coantry to country. But if we 1ook at-
" the world as a 'whole, there is such a- w1despread 1mbalance
between the distribution of population and resourcees, ‘be
tween the rate of. growth of some of the most populated ar-
eds and . their présent capacity to meet the human nee&s
that = +this growth implies, that the. problem is. truly a
world probler and concerns all of us, - It concerns &all of:
us. because . of its- extent, gravity and universal impact,
. and because all of us are in a way responsible, if not al
,ways for its existence, at . least for. 1ts solutlon. ‘




SACRAMENT oF PERSONAL CONVEBSION

Nlcholas RIEMAN o]

) Sevaral articles in PROGRESSIO this year - dealt with

the theory and practlce of evaluatlon, both individual and.

. communitarian, It seems then the logical time to speak of
. the sacrament of evaluation - the sacrament of Penance. It
can also be called the sacrament of reconclliation, the sac

rament of- personal conversion.

Conver31on, most of us- have dlscovered, is a- contzna-]

ing process. If we ask why this should be necessary, these
.~ words of the Prench CLC Dossier on Formation may shed some
~light: "We live in a world turned upside down, shaped and
fashioned to the core by mentalities, reflexes and atti-

- tudes that focus all our energies on the amsssing of pfop~
erty, knowledge and power, sometimes to the point of organ.
-ized oblivion ‘of God. To live as Christians, we must some-
how manage to escape all that..., 4nd there is. more!  Deep
‘within us we sense,  in- spite of ourselves, a secrel com~

" plicity with this world that we condemn, . Thé ev¥il is con~
tagious." Our nightly "examinations of consciousness" too

~ often reveal to us "our Hearts and hands. all busy in our
- private 1little wars" (from the soéong, "Ilord, Teach Us To
 Pray"). We are alienated from others, sometimes alienated
from God., We need to be reconciled, to be converted. We

need the sacrament of personal conversion, Pemance.

Or sometimes we have best understood how much we need

this sacrament from its aftér-effects: the deep peace, the

~friendship with Christ and the elan for every facet of our:

© lives that was ours when in honesty we had admitted our

o guilt, put our hand 1n the Lerd'a and set out anew to llvej
llfe His way. ‘ . .

" The splrituality of ‘the Christian‘Lifek Communities

. has always viewed the use of this sacrament as a-key means

“to live our way of life: the "intense sacramental life" to.

-~ which- our General Principles commif us - obviously includes

the use of Penance, And. the Spiritual Exercises, ‘source of

CIC splrituallty, agssign an important role to- thls sacra~
ment both 1n and outside -retreat. - -

, Yet we are all. aware that,, among -our Cchmembers és
" 'in the Charchv‘generally, ‘"Confession" is practiced . far
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less than it used to be, - There are many reasons for thls,
some valid, some not. The revision of the rite for Pen-,
ance, decreed by Vatican Council ‘IT, was finally completed.
and became o0fficial early this year,- The changes.  in the
new- rlte are less radical- than some . had hoped, but they do
point clearly in new dlrectxons, and give offlclal encour-
agement to trends that were already developing. The new
Rite -of Penance envisions four different forms of .penance

or -~ %o use the term the Rite prefers ~,"reconclliat10n"-

1) Individual confessmon remains as before, but with og
S tional biblical readings and new absolution formula.
2} Community celebration of the sacrament, with individ
o ual confession and absolution inserted within a frame
work of community readings, prayers and songs. .

3) Community celebration of Penance with collective ex-

pression of guilt. and general absolutlon - this last
‘limited to situations of grave necessity such as a.

lack of enough priesta to hear confessions of indi-

v1duals. Decisions about where this form may be- used
depend on the loecal bishop and bishops' eonferences b

4) Non-sacramental Pemance Services, of which the Rite

. gives eight samples, Seen as helpful in furthering
conversion,Vthey c¢an be conducted also by lay people.

~ The new rite streasses: "the social aspect of grace and
xSln, whereby the acts of” 1nd1v1dual members somehow affect
the whole body of the Church”, This too is why reconc;lla-'
tion'is effected ~through the community's minister, the
pr;est, and why commbnity celebrations of +the sacrament
are encouraged. Use of Scripture is strongly urged in the
rite itself("then the priest, or the penitent, -reads 'an
appropriate Scripture text"); it is even suggested that
the. one confe351ng make his act of contrition beforehand,
and his thanksg1v1ng and’ praise afterward, a prayer hased
on,. or drawn from, Scripture. The peace and joy.of the sac
rament are stiressed, and its inseparable link with the Pas )
chal Mystery of Chrlst. The role of the’ Eoly Spirit ap-
peara clearly., The new rite everywhere reflects a real con
cern that the sacrament be for those who receive 1t truly
meaningful and fruitful, resulting in new life, It hlgh—
'llghts at one and the. same time both the communitarian as-
peets of Penance ‘and- the very special values to be found
in individual confession,

To come now to more - praetlcal questlons.‘;HOWVOfteﬁ
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should we make use of this sacrament? Not, of course, out
. of mere routine, simply because it's-‘a weék. or a month
. since last time.: Penarnce must always involve a decision to
. change, a Step forward. But since it is the sacrament of
- repentance, of reconciliation, of new beglnnlngs, it would
seem that as often as I truly want to make a new gtart, de
sire to Tbecome a more authentic Christian, am ready to
change, even a little, the sacrament of Penance can be of
profit. A certain rhythm in our use of it is desirable;
and dialogue with one's spiritual guide on the subject
could be helpful in finding that rhythm,

‘When we do receive the sacrament, how make it most ef
fective, truly a grace experience? Preparing well is essen
tial, It might help to make ' our evaluation the night be-
fore cover the whole period since our last confession, or

- to meditate the morning of -the sacrament on an apt Scrip-
ture text such as Ezechiel 37:1-14 or 1 John 1:5-2:2 or
the account of the Prodigal Son, Where we can-do so, it
helps to confess to a priest alert to make the encounter
of true spiritual beneflt for the recipient. For most peo-
Ple, it helps too to have the place and .the setting for
the'sacrament be one that makes it a human as well as a
spiritual experience. In confessing, language that, rather

’than'being stylized, states in an informal way what really
happened, is a.distinect aid. ZEven more important  1is that
the confegsions center not on sinful actions as such, - but
on the fundamental attitudes ' that underlie them. The new
Rite says: "In confessions of this kind, which concern ven
ial sin, penitents should focus their attention especially
"on becoming more deeply conformed to Christ and listening
more attentively to the voice of the .Spirit", A climate of
prayer and listening o God's word -~ both in Seripture and
in the advice of: the prieést - ought to permeate.the encoun
ter. And of course, thanksg1v1ng and praise conclude: it.

CLC groups can also’ help thelr members in the use -of
the sacrament by arranging, at appropriate times, communi-
ty celebrations of Penance ' that inelude the ‘- opportunity

" for individual. confession. Such services could include &
litany mentioning community faults, readings, a collective
examination of conscience (but always allowing time too
for an individual one), .and hymns, For it is a fact of ex-

. perience that our comtinuing personmal conversion and -our .

“growth in CLC living will be  aided much by a dlscernlng

use of this sacrament of reconc111at10n. O
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ORTH ggg CAN ﬂﬂlP (Contlnuatlon)

that the message of the World Assembly became known.Father
Gallegos, Magdalena Palencia and Isabel Salas undertook to
spend a weekend in the main towns, explaining what had ta-
ken place at the international. gather1ngs of Rome and Augs
burg, and the orientations of CLC around the world today.
They spent. in this way 27 weekends in 27 different cities
stretching from the far north +o the south of Mexico, ac—
tlvely preparing. people for this sesszon of formation.

In this course there mlngle& youth, members of small
communities, and adults, coming from Marlan Congregations,
' all, in small groups, enterlng into a deeper discovery of
this way of life, It is. clear that for many it was some-

" thing new, and that this course constituted an important

step. It opened. new perspectives, particularly . for the

youth groups, and brought to all, 1n and through the exper :

ience, new hopeé for tomorrow.

The Course was followed by the Genheral Assembly,

-which brought together some 250 persons. And at the close
of this day, an exchange with about fifteen priesi~assis-
tants of communities about the experience of Puente Grande
and future possibilities. We still had three more days in
Mexico, conducted by the indefatigable Juan Murguia, pres-—
ident -of the National Federation, who foresaw everythlng.
‘We .deeply appreciated our visit of pilgrimage to Our lady
of Guadalupe, and there entrusted +to the Blessed Virgin
the CLCs and their mission; in the world of today., A final
stay at Guadalajara to visit some of +the efforis launched
and led by the Marian Congregations (a primary school, a
village center, a housing project) and then we left behlnd
the Mexican sun, our heads full of memories and our hearts
touched by the warm friendliness.

The national leaders of the Mex1can Federation have,
in preparihg and staging the Formation Course of Puente
Grande, achieved a work of depth, and with promise for
the future. The seed sown will mature, judging by their
sense of priorities and by the reactions to this session.

* »* * *
Our account of th1s trlp is of -course 1ncomp1ete. It~does

not present all the meetings, gatherings and contacts, all
most.interesting, that such a’ journey affords. And it but

weakly reflects the dynamism felt in so many national ,-

regional and local efforts. But if it confirms,. the reader

in the conviction that, in North America as elsewhere, the -

- CLCs are really alive and *on ‘the way" toward greater auth
enticity for a better apostolic service, then it bears w1f
ness to what we have seen, and has served its purpcse.
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