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UThe ruirvest is great 
laborers are few • II 

begitJ.by telling you, Lord, that I understand almost 
abOut you.. 

to understand you, 

I ~ve to try some 
which were shown at 

, 
, rows· ofh'Ulllan bodies; or in the mountains we en'noY','" 

the cool shade'of the pines, and tlie firs •. 
to, the country, we do not see beyond the fences andwa;lls 
that enclose the"sacredll private estates of the wealthy. 

PerMps 1 can understand you. through the products, which 

daily apllearon the table for breakfast or for lunch. This 

whitebread, toasted, ,smothered each morning with butter, 


. ought to be sqme of the produce of the field fS harvest, ­
for the wheat grew in the field, there it vias sown~ culti":' 
'V"ated,and }l.arvested and is now changed into ;t!lour by. those 
Y01;lcall the laborers of the harvest. ' 

I have neversee:tla peachtree; .yet.Irelish its fruit, 
.'filied with co16rand tasting .so fresh,' when it comes>un­
failingly at i;he end of lunch"a delicious' dessert. 

You certainlY-have seen the Mrvest and the laborerstanne d 

by the Mediterranean sun' in the fields' aro,m,d Nazareth. 
. .; .. 

You,have also lo~edthe fru:rtsof·the field, and above ail, 
. you loved thoSE:} men, ~oinyour time were mal:ly; 'bUt today, 
inourindus;;rial' andurbaJi society, . they have abandoned 
the symmetricalsq~es of,chltivated land, and have gene 
to ,work and to live.in the '. teaming apartments of big cit-; 

where the sun, the ·fresh air,' andpeacene:y-er enter ~. 
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.1 may Jlo.t know about harvest l:>ehindthe windbreak~ all-d the 
walls. of .the fields ,mt I mow well the men whom you w:l,shed 
to signify by these' ;harvests, per;haps I know them better 
~han your ohosen seventy-two•. For Iaee them each day and 
everywhere, they-are of every color 'and their eyes have 
many snaPEls, they speak eVery language and dress in the 
most va;ri.ed stylesf;rom the almqst naked of ,tropical cou;n";' 
tries to those bundled in fur coats for they live in polar 
,regions. I see them at the;r'ed sto1' light accelerating for 
aq,uick start, and I see them,: nerVous pedestrians hurrying 
in the cross walks l.estthey be run OVer•. I 'seEl them in 
the ,television reports on the starving people in what iE! 
called the "Third" World, Isee them become cadav.ers in the 
accidents ,of eaclI day' and the conflicts' of fighting. These 
menQi'my :time are surely the "harvest tl of which you spea1r,,' 
They are those WhO live on ray floor and take the same ele­
vator up and down -alone - so 'many til!les each day". They 
are those :included 'among the ao,ld :i:rumber~ and percentages 
of the statistics tbat make up my daily work. These men and, 
women- my brothers on earth ... aref.or me people wi tho'\:!.t 
names" but whose su:ffering" joys, disilIusibns, . fears and 
hqPes, I )mow,perfec1;ly well. 

e Even in ·the moraentsofsincerity and. openness whenI'feelw.[ 
seli" their IIbrother" I woul~ Uke to do something-for them, 
yet I find myself checked by the ,wall of a closed door., or 
as ,som~,farmerwho would like to harvest but has no .sickle.. 

.Nevertheless, you speak about the need of "labQrers" • 

Clearly you are an idealist.' , 

What<;!an I do for them,i:f I cando nothing for myself? 

How can I assist them so that they discover you and disco,.. 

vel' yovr Father,' if I walk in darknesl:;l and the shadow of 

death, if I puzzle out in the night an unseen road? 

My interest in them, , will it not be ,more of an obE!tacle '? 


.'tou ask me i'to workll andt¢> do as a "laborerlldoes,what 
in particular can, these' WOrkers do., in the fie14s of your 
palestine, only with their,arms and ,sweaty broVls, without 
machines,and without tractors"they ,may bring 'about 'a miX!:. 

. cle with each yearts'ba.rVest, : b:ringizlg it. forth ,from the 
d.:ry eari;h,undertal$lg the difficult planting; .and finally 
cOmming back joyful" with the harvest iP,' their hands • 

. - ,- , , 

If I would work, perhaps the world will be l:1. J.ittle b.etter, 
and some p.erson at· my side would receive. a drop of happi­
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ness. I willingly give this drop; simple and fresh, as a 
raindroI> in spring time. 

-You seek ulab.orers" for the "harvest ll • 

Evidently you desire that apostles and prophets spring up~as 
those whom Jahweh sent before your coming,and as those you 
chose -apostles and disciples - during your earthly life. 
All were sacrificed, by the very same me.n mom they wished 

serve. They did not achieve their goal. 

Always there sounds in my ears and in my soU:!.- within its 
depths -the words of that prophet, very much a man • who 
rebelled against the mission Jahweh had entrusted him:"You 
have chosen me, Jahweh, and I gave mys.elf. You were the 
:stronger and I was conquered•••• Ever I speak, I must shout: 

. 'Ru.in and .destruction' 'o ••• and though I said: 'I will not 
remember Him, I will not speak again in his name', your 
word is in me asa burning fire. lI (Jeremiah) . 

In .our modern world they also speak of prophets. 
Th~nyevenhave long hair and thick beards, as did the pro­
phets .of the Old Testament or the apostles of the New.They 
would be excellent models for IvIichelangelo. 

But, .1:lY brothers, these men, they continue to grope along 
their V'sy. 

Perhaps, it happens that in this world of noi<3e and clamor, 
of supersonic flight and spf:'!ctaculars from thf:'! 1.100n, there 

no placf:'! now .for prophf:'!ts ,or the prophets must stay 
hiddf:'!n, or those not hiddf:'!n and s~aking out, do not have 
voicf:'! f:'!nough to be heard. 

tell you, Lord, that I \~uldsurelylike to .find myself 
with one of. them, with a prophet who would tell me simply 
that God exists, Creator of Heaven and Earth, a Father who 
loves us and gave us His Son.Jesus Christ to save us, that 
Jesus Christ establ.ished aChurcb. to ser've men lovingly, 
and to assist them along the paths of this wor],d - to their 
end and to their happiness - to find themselves in 'you, 

.and to die very simply with .this hope. And then, you 
wish, I would be able to try tobf:'! . a small prophet to my 
neighbors in thf:'! a partm:ent, without a bf:'!ard and without any 
strange dress, but withan Opf:'!n hB.ndofbrothern.ooda.:nd 
with a heart full of undf:'!rstanding• 

to 

is 

s I 
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by. Nicll.Olas R!llJ'IANsJ 

Many CLe groups have :come to adopt the practice of a 
community evaluation at the cloSle of their gatherings oi­
sessions. In this context it was thought the experience of 
the World Federation's Executive Council might be of inte!:, 
est. Hence' this article. In it Idescribe'briefly and in 
its main lines the evaluat.ion the.Counc.;i,l made at the close. 
of its meeting of January 3-6, 1974. . 

E;irst,' though, I will fli tuate .thi.s in the cont.ext of 
the COmlcil's growing sense of community, and afterwards I 
wilJ,try to draw from the .comlcil' s experience of .such e­
.valuations some usef-q.). tips. . 

A Dev.eloping Community Sense 

OVer several years the Council has been aware tha"!:: to. 
serve asit should the world .community that. is CLC, it 
needed it·seUto become mqre truly .:;L .Christian"community. 
l'iIore truly a community, with its members sharing at a deElE.· 
er level each' other's hopes and concerns a"Qout OLe. And' 
more of a Christian Life community, with cro attitudes and 
approaches. built into its gatherirtgs.' .. 

Always in our sessions the CLCwayof < life had been 
presumed. Gradually, .however, it. began to enter into the 
fabric of our tWice-yearly meetings, . each. of 3 days or 
more. So, . sometimes there would be time given .to ~nindiv­
idual evalU!:l,tion (examin,ation of conscience). Or again,an 
evalUation of the~ meeting ~s such, done perhaps in the 
framework of shared prayer•. Then, drawing on .therich ex­
perience of some CoUncil members.in their national·or loc-:­

. I'll meetings or workgroups, we began. to make. more regular 
.' use of .meeting evaluations, and in so doing to learn their 

great worth. .. . . 
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~histrend formed part ofa certain overall advance we' 
m.ana.ged to achieve in better integrating lithe spidtual l1 and 
"bu.siness" or the .workto be done. This was shown in our 
adopting the custom of a "meditation exchange II before 
breakfast, in. which we shared with each other the fruit of 
our morning pr:;iyer (for which very brief po±nts--which 
weresomei;imessimply the liturgy readings 6f the previous 
night-had beengiveri earlier). It appeared too in, ourlit 
urgies ,whos.ethemes, setting and intentions" became more 
closely linked with the content and concerns of the meet~ 
ing. 

Without a doubt, this trend was also aided bythein:­
dividually-'guided Spiritual Exercises that the Council 
made together for an entire week just before our January 
1973 meeting. The 'clearer common vision, deeper sense of 
solidarity, and greater appreciation ofdisceriunent that 
resulted surely were a stimu11lS to a larger use of commun­
i ty evaluations' in our gathe:dngs. , And the Rome FOrIJ.l8.tion 
Course and Au,gsburg Assembly reinforced this d:i.rection. By 

. now, 'each of our Executive Council meetings concludes 
with an evaluation in common of the session. 

Evaluating Our ,January '74 Meetini 

This was true too of out January '74 meeting, in which 
eight of us took part •. The last half";hour or so' of the 
day.session was reserved for an .evaluaticOn of the content 
and method'afour work during th<lse daYs. We were alIt ired, 
bu.t we knewfrompastexperienoe that the right kind of e­
valuation not only gives precious insights for, mproving 
future work, bu.t can bea very deep experience in c.ommu.nity 
sharing. First we all took about 10 minutes to reflect 
prayerfully on the meeting, some meanWhile making .i3.' few 
j,ottings. Then each in turn shared his ref'lectionl3,stating 
whit things :in the . session .he felt were quitegood and helE, 
ful, and what thingsseemedtohilIlless .good and in need 
of irirpravement. 

One 'member saw the hard work, patience and selfless­
ness of ,the .grou.p as avery positivefactor;bu.t fei'tthat 
cert.aintopics .011, the agenda. could have been better pre­
pared beforeband...-a.nd named. one or two ofthem.lUtother 
was much pleased by the cli:Jiiateof earnestsearchili the 
Spirit that Was.operative, and felt too that an atmosphere 

6 



,0t':j:;ru,e'OhPi~tiMj011>r~'mUed;itse~medt~eu:gh to him 
'i;;hatcertairi,topiosqould have been ~and.1ed,W;tth m,ore dis-­
patch. To a third, it seemed·thatt~e OOUncii had succeeded 
'inta:king aome .courageou.s .$J:ld far~sighted .decisiona;on 
the negative side~howevert he.felt that the I1chairl.:tlg"of 
thedifferentsessions (done, atth(i) presiq.ent's invita:... 
tioll., byvariou.s. COlUloilmembers) , varie.d.~nqua1i ty. and 
lin ;stY'le,~dtha:t .:toomu.ch,time .·hadbee.n spent on· the 
firata,genda ;topic. A coupleot members remark(i)d (and we 
allfelt) that the. fact that.o.nel!l~ber,though .sRfferit¥?; 
at the time from a pacls: ailment. that required lying down, 
hail nonetheLess taken pe.rt in· the whole ,meeting, hadbe(i):p. 
a source of inspiration to us. One or two felt that' on oc­
casion decisions had been ,taken a .IitUe too hastily , with 
out sufficient. pondering 'of the 1ll.atters. And so on••.• :- . 

~ ".' 

These .few·eXamplesareenougb to convey the climate of ex.,.. 
chan,ge •. 

As frequently~ppen,s.,. certain pOints were ·menitione.d 
by several persens. All felt that th(i)spirit operative.in 
1;his CO'Qncil:sessi(mhad' been excellent., . and tha:e... whilS' 
the work . bad been very demanding,ao.ertainlighthearted:­
ness bad obtained oeV'en wnen the questions were di.fficult 
and thesohedu1:e taxing.. lVIanysaw as positive that ·the 
meeting, morethanpreViollsones" .focused on theaposto lic. 
servieji,; and mission of . oro., . and almost all· seemed t o think 
thatt-l1e frank exc.l+ange .one ;9venin;g on reeent ;importa.nt 
worldev:entshadbeen a step f'orward..On the Qther hand., 
three '.01' :f'ourpersons .suggested two specific improvement-s • 

..	One was't.hat'the Euoharist be int:egrat.ed 'Still better int.o 
the meeting,and itsschedu.lmgbetter foref!jeen.· As.eeond 
ex;pressedthedesJ.re f'orinolusion .in, futuremeetin~ofa 
;period where members could share withea.ch other about 
their personal preoccupations a.na..cona~rns •. We concluded 
with a shortprayer~ Tn thicScase, .. it was a ,song.; ..the~­
:$. Regina, ~$ I remember. 

trseful.l'edagogio.al.Tips 
" , " . 

. . ,~O'llr use of communityevaluatiohS $uch 'as th(,)t:j.­
bove,b.othin Exetlutive CblUlci1.meet1ltgs 'Mdother (j:te gat~ 
e.rrngs, we· have .of. .b'O'Ilrse lea.rned.something ,0f thep"eda~o­
.gy involved... Itwdu.ld seem. tbat iinpoi'tattt poiUts. to note 
.in this :pedagQgy are the follOWing:' . 
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1)JrrJ;r meeting or. session lasting sOIfl,e .hourswil1proi'it by 
concludfngwith an evaluation, especially if .other.meetiiigs 
of the' same type or by the same group al"e plmmed; . 

2) If the pari;iciparlts in a meeting number at least 3 or 4. 
tandnot over about 15, .theideal ~ytoevaluate it is ·by 
an .oral "listening grOUpl'. Here, .after a period .of reflec~ 
tion,each person>in turn states briefly and simply what 
elementsil:l the meeting,he.found especially good,and which 
elements he judges need improvement. Evaluations donebnly 
in w:riting (such maybenecessarY9r advisable especially 
when the session being revie'l'\'edis along one ortheevalua 
tors are m.any) ,do not cre.a.te the deep sense of Unity that 
an oral evaluation can.. 

3) The evaluation should be a scheduled part of the .meet­
ing, with enough time allowedfot' it~ If the group is 

. small (4 or 5) and the meeting being evaluated is of a 
half-day or at most a full day, 15 minutes might suffice 
for it. If the session is of several days" length a half­
hour Will probably 'be needed, 'or, if the number of persons 
is larger (fo~ example ,10 or 12), 'perhaps.a little more. 
In any case, it is time well spent. 

4) .An essential part 01' 'the evaluation is a time of si­
lence....-a minimum of 10 minutes, at least for longer meet­
ings.r.-for personal. reflection before comments are ex­
cha.tiged. To omit this easily results l.nasuperficial and 
tooucerebral" assessment, too little ref::Lecting evangelic' 
al disce:r.r:unent. In a good evaluation I should share not 
only what my head tells' me , but what light I receive frOiD. 
the spiritual movements taking place in me. during the meet 
ing, or. now as I reflect on it. . 

5) While charity and delicacy are in order, the evaluation 
needs to be honest,. reflecting what each one. thinks, or 
better, feels. Suchhone!3ty is,1IlU.cil.easier. ilia. prayerful, 
reflective atmo!3phere. In a group that has ma,desome prog­
re!3S toWard. becondng a true colDllIllll,ity, the degree of fran!. 
ness (in perfect. charity) achieved in the evaluation com,;,. 
mente is sometiIqesasto'linding. 

6) The evaluation-.concludes with a short pray-er, prefera­
blyaomewhat informal. An example might betheOl:.tr Father 
recited together by a.ll,withhands joined in sign of. com­
mon brotherhood. 

8­
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1) .Thf3 evaluation works bj;tStwhf3n' t:hf3 .who~ , llleet~ha$' 
ta.x:$llplace in ~praye.rfla. cljJ:nate. Some aids to achif3ve 
thi{ila;l:'f3me¥ingful liturgies, OI'if3nting the sessions with 
al'tScr;.ptUI."e readings .01" 'a' bit of :sb,aredprayer, and a 
.schedulf3 that. is not toohf3ctj,.c. Acerlain atmosphf3re of 
Opf3J:lllf3SS f .1'ti.th the. participani;swill;!.llg andacC\lstOmed to 
e;qiresa . t.o eacliot,her thejr true .spirit:u.al impre~sions or 
I'ee1.ings,isdistinctly hel;pful.. '. 

Our ~ecutivenotinci1, has learned, then,. "\!hat conclud 
ing our meetings with a ahared evaluation.js a precious 
help both for making future meetings' moref3ffective and for 
forging a deeper J~lOnd 'between the members.~ And that bond 
is an important, perhaps t:l.n essential'fl3;ctor if' we are to 
perform our :service as we should. Is that ~:prising? Af­
.terall,· it was Ignatius Loyola who used to say that to 
plan bef,orehand and,to review ,or evaluate afterwards, are 
tiwoofthe surest 1"l11esf,or suoc.ess ill any human endeavor. 
They are., in fact, expressions .of that Ignatiandiscern­
mentthat continually seeks,~ . in every 'ewnt, . the.gr,eater 
gloryof'· God, which; in the concrete1 is identieal with the 
greater service ·0£ ,others,.' . 
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W()rld~;rof'Peat,::e~ 1975 

. RECONCILIMION THE WAY TO PEACE 

January lof each year is World Peace Day, sodesig 
nated since some years ago by l?a.ul VI. The them~ he 
proposes for the 1975 Day you see in our title. The 
officiaL commentary-on it follows·. [Editor'sNoteJ 

Two ·main reasons have inspired the Holy Father in the 
choice of this theme for the World Day of Peace, 1975.· 

The first reason is its connection with the Holy Y:ear. 
The latter puts forward two inseparable aims: Christian r!, 
newal and reconciliation. 

The second reason is its connection with peace. In 
the first place, "vertical peace": the return to God, or 
conversiOn, that each individual is called upon to accom­
pl1shwithin himself on the occasion of this great jubilee. 
In the second place 'there is "horizontal peace": peace .a­
mong men. This :peace between individuals, social groups 
and nations cannot be redu.ced to mere coexistence. It goes 
beyond conciliation. It presupposes reconciliation'. In oth 
er words, after one or more breaks (wars, or social, civil 
or ideological con:frontations),it means a voluntary-return 
to dialogue. to good understanding and to cooperation•. The 
very object of the Holy Year is to inspire this form or re 
:pentance and this interiorization of peace With a .view to 
a fraternal commitment at the service of· all. 

Becom:i.:J:lg recon.ciled on the individual level is cer­
tainlya difficult thing and an act· of high virtue•. At 
this personal level the problemi.nVolves a difficulti•. but 
the prinCiple is clear: the forgiveness of offences is 
asked for .a:nd lived every: day in the OUr Fathero 

But 1¥ilenone comes to other types of conflict, coll.ec 
tive ones, the problem of reconciliation seemato change, 
characterolt poses a p:t'Oblem of conscienCeoD() people have 
the r:Lghtto be reconciled? 
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ilo n'Cit :socia.:Lj eiv~l :or:i.nternati:~ic'etrtli'cts wast;;;' 
.ly al?pea~ to be. eo#licts :oflO;YaHy, an.dtheI'e!f:'o~e cou­
flicts of duty? In. o.rder'that :1 maY ';I!.'elnai,rl.lopl t"ot1;18 
varipus groups to which Ibelpng (JDi tamily,mlli·eu, work, 
,so~ial class,re~igion, pa,rly,race, couniiry i colourh am" 
Inotperbaps often obliged, . unwittingly and unWillinglY'~ 
:to . fight .othergroups';"· grOups to which I .feel loyalty f'Or 
:other reasons ~nd iri.whi.ch I s'01ll.stmescount ,just as~Y' 
friends, but which constitute ah:i,ridrance;, t:hrP~ t'heir 
act;Lonor their verY existence" s6metimesto.the .~ost f1m-, 
damehtalrighta :Of'my oWncominU.riity? 

. Theans\1ers ..given today to . thessQ:u.estli,ona . ea;nbe :put 
into. tb:ree 'categories. 

FOr some 'people, peace is defined as ae.()nf1ict - free 
,inte~l between wars,' c,6nfl.iet.sbeing regarded ~aa. evils 
in themselves;. . or,at the very least" a.g. abrlormal .inci­
dents to be regarded :as()om~ into the' spher-a ,oi'erroror 
aUt. 

Oiithe ,'Other hand; .many of ¢ur.eon:b:emporaries.;inclut1 
ing a .C'eT'ta'inliumber .of Christians., give an absolute :value­
to confiic:i;sa.nd violence, 13e:eing them ·as the only 'CauliIS 
of 1iistorieal progt.ess .and. therefore .as,good things in 
themSelve:s; .and the.:ycons:ider reconciliation as a uto;pia;n 
.fQnI1 of 'disamamentor asanimmora.l~dinj,urious 'drug~ 

. . Finally,,, there are .many.' others who .have a wider and 
more reaUstioCYie'wof'the :pronlemio 'The f.ollowing are some 
indications of tb,isView•. 

1) O&D..i'J..iO"t :axists.Within sot:ri'e't;y w.e 'finO. a:massofstrua: 
gies ana <oppO'sitiana j'everywn.ereand at ,a1.1.J:e'Vels. 'It, 18 
.~y throu.ghS'U.J:!Jlii:)Uri:t'ing .evel"'recti::.t'lt'ing conf1'otlts.t'ions 
that peace :can exist 'am 'be. ller..Petuanycrel1t'ed.. ' It ';is, . 
f;()r' <1hri'stia'tLd±s cerntnenii to ,pecogn:ize ,in-eaeh. case., ' 'wha1 
8.prings't~ :aiiJ'I1I.etmeh'tsio'f so'ciaU:, 'life a;nilw~'t ';on t-h-e 
tl'ontZ'ar.y'S:pr±.n:g's.fr.oill. s.Ut·,hat:e, pride., 'aridse1. f-is'lm;eSs,. 

2} Rec'ogn1t5.'on 'of .co'M'ltct ,a:sa; 'f'.autdoes .not ~entail tne 
nE.'I'cest1a:t'ytra::riel.tibn from 'the fs!)t to :the ,righiL- and; still. 
'1:e'sstoth'EldutY' .....,to· u:Phold andradiGia.1il1lelrlfrllglas a1­
l"eadyta.ti:rlg;plice,orsystemaiticallY 'to'cre&te tresb. ones,. 



For .conn::i.ct is not an end but a means. . It has. 

cri'teria of'lawfu,lness. 


3) The f'irst task of'recbnciiiation is to try to solve the 
problems posed by these confrontations, by dealing less 
with their effects than their causes, whether immediate and 
well-de:fined or remote and general.· . 

4) For thievery reason, reconciliation finds its own lim­
its in its counterf'eits, which we can only brieflyto'Uch 
on here and which explain the fa.ct that .a certain number 
of con:flicts escape it, partially or for a time. 

The first counterfeit: injustice. Here is how Paul 
VI, among many other interventions, denounces. inj'llstice: 
"Peace will never be without a hunger and tmrst for jus­
tice... Peace will never betray the.higher values of life 
in order to survive. u 

The second counterfeit: reconciliation without truth 
or against truth. In order to be reconCiled, one does not 
hav.e.the right to lose one's consistency. reconcilia­
tion prevents one from renaining oneself, if it Qauses one 
to diminish one's personality in the social group, to be 
~ost in that group, and at the same time to lose one's 
freedom,' HdeHty and faith. In this regard, Paul VI re­
minds us of Saint Paul's admonition: "Do not be conformed 
to this world" (Rom. 12:2). Reconciliation is not the same 
as indifferentism, either moral or religious. 

Society· is not only .bound up with conf'lict; it is al ­
so and primarily a co:n:ummion~ That which unites men, byna 
ture and grace, iestronger than that which dividErs them: 
The. cbmmu:riity instin.ct is universal. It is the builder of 
peace and oivilization. Jl.i1,l.tual aid, SOlidarity, friendship 
and love .make up soc.iet.y, the "human family". 

The solution therefore is not to shut <me self. up .in· in 
tolerance and isolationism, but, in the 'Very heart of the 
conflicts,. to rise. above them and to seek solutions along . 
new paths. Reconciliation is neither a standstiil nor a.re 
treat: it. is a march towards the future, the way to peace-: 

. 12:­

http:instin.ct










RIDHm)U)lTRIESNEEDI..'Il;JERATION TOO 

'byBetty LBonE 

As .crul.irwoman of t,he United states -ere Committee on I 

Socia,l Justice., Thav.e been asked to descr1be.anex:per1e.n.c!3
of iib$l!Z'ation il:),th;econterl of a First World 6.ountry. I 
milstfJsy that .Ihave,·eXperi~nced .great frustratiOn in ,get,.,. 
ting ~. fellow-Amari·cans 'and fellow-OW'·ers to listen and 
to understand What 'Iiberati.onisallabout ~Wbatis 'l'tEtel'l:ing 
us from 'responding? We don't lack good-w11.l.'Cou1d it be 
in our fr.ee ..countt:;r that We are not as free as we' believ:e 
'ourselves to be'? . Let 1ne begin. 

When I:wa.s a. child 1: tliought a'S a dhi:Ld and believed 
as a child. With .~·who1eheart I sangnurnationalanthem 
.'anoutour .11 sweet land .of1.iberty~' with freedom .rmging from 
every mountain-side. I :pledged .aliegiance to the Stars and 

. Stripes -conc.ludingwith the words!'on.e ,nation" :under GoA, 
with lioertyand 'justice .for ·all". Mi,ohil~()cOd Christian 
.faith Wassimilat'lyide~is'tio anuuncom:plioa:t'ed. God.was 
all-:powerfuland l()ving;J'esus wa.'S 'mY _:friend - somewhat 
like S:o.:pe:rman~ He could' .andwo.u,ld.Bolve my problems:forme .. 

As ,I grew to aduJ.t~d I 'became. aware that f'r.e:ed'Omm 

"thS'USA' -existed .'ina ver:y'une'V~n.way. .Myre1::i.giOUfJ :faith 

.hasaJ..:sp g.rownandch~edanddeellene4. ~hisartiole :,isa 

bri~f attempt to describe'lnt· c:ha:laging perceptions of· tny 

secUlar 'and religiou.s faiiihs.· 


Asa girl .gro\tingU'p in the USA .l: 'ea:.rly raaliz'ed tha:t 
men hadnmch more freedom .'thanwomen, 'mo'St. of whose lives 

-were~owl:rdefinedinte=a~f m.f,g, motner ~and 'consum.... 

sr. Illadtb:reebrdt~ers'lthos-e 'expec~ti(jns we'r~ v:erw dif­

,~erent ~f'rCimmihe.!n 'thos'e ,-days motherhood: ,and :a 'iprot'es­

s:i,ollalnareeI' were ~1iru;tua.'lI.y 'exclUSive'; fath:erhood . and a 

nareervrel:'e .oo'lliIllietelY compatible,. ''!e,he'womE!n'' 's movement. 

·'haS. -ae meaWa1'etha;t:itis' .peroet)'tians were 'rea.l 'and widely
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sh8red~~hrough .t.he' eyes of 'black frienda I learnE!d that 
black-Amer1ca;ns:were also very unequal and 'Illrl'ree., .t 'de­
veloped a real sensitivity to their lack of equal acess to 
the American dream in civil pghts, socialaeceptance and 
equal opportunities.There was little that I could do until 
the Civil Rights Movement formed a eoDlD1Uliity of conce~ and , . 
involvement 0 Education was another area where freedom was 
ainpigW)lis ... Religious. authority- figures had all the answers 
and my alternative viewpoint was denied~ Thinking wassom~ 
timee a subversive. and dallgeroUs act •. It seemed to me that 
education'for living in a democracy was very undemocratic. . . . . . . ,­

It is dif~icult to pinpoint the exact time when I be­
gan to integrate my ,secular and religious l~fe~ My -brief 
professienal life as a socialworker, priprtomy marria~; 
had sensitized me to wide-spread social problems.. Somehow 
during my super-busy,narrowly restricted years as wife and 
mother I oegantorealize that modest social changes - we! 
fare, even legal reforms were very inadequate. Problems 
were growillg much faster than solutions. What was the ·ChXis 
-t1anresponse? 

As my seven .children grew up ahd as the United States 
became involved in a grOwing, incomprehensible military 
conflict ,in S.E. Asia, I began to see enforced military 
service for young men as another infringement of freedom;, 
For whom and for w~twas I raising five healthy boys? How 
did ()ther parents feel? I was begiiming to' hear what the 
youni people were.saying. For years I hadinternalize·d the 
religiOUl[3 belief .that the voice of legitimate authority 
~sthe voice of God. I began to have doubts. I reflected 
on the lfuremburg Trials after World War II which revealed 
deep conf'iicts be1;weensecular authority andindiVidtial 
C9JlScience~My three oldest boys struggled with and obtained 
the status of Conscientious .objectors. I was proud of them 
and jo:1ned women's groups that were opposing the war. I 

'. was lear.n:i.ngfrom· my children. 

I had .always been a religidUSperson ,and.'lII8 involve~ 

ment in Sodality and later- Christian 'Life "CoIimitinities has 

hadagrow;i.ng ~t not clearly-defined. relat::UmSliip' -to my 

social awareness •. The social encyclicals of Pope Jcihn- Ma­
teret Magistra and Pacem in Terris weret't1rniJ:l.g'poillts-as 

wasPo@o~Progressio 'o-r~1I;l Vl:~. My social concerns 
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~.,~la9 $l.j~'()U.Ii3~~~I,9.. ':ajJligio~ _iijnOJ'$ tbEmjue:t 
·pte 'in .~'~q 'WhenY9U,d.:is" .~ ini;;ellsct.ua:l. :8.:I,9$.'t .;tAll 
0_af'JJl;J.y.d.f:~ed tl'acl;i.tjOJ:taJ. doctr;j.;ne.s. Itms mo,r,e thAn 
~ait~2it'Pl'¢~lobse."a.ll;C,e.~dnchal';i.'ta:Qlell ~~idJ;J 
for~pin,g,f!WiI. u:L1ii~ti:ng .Boo.i.a1 sQ;r.'es,. Re~o,us;f'aj;~h 

·a;ea,Unth 1IWre i;l:ta.l!l' tradirtionandF0misesOf;UnmQrieJ.i"t1=", 
l1ol"meflodwas :cont~gHis ·_1!)e\Vei.ationtbrgg.p;hh~l1i~ 
t(QIj{ .ana •..~ £vents. .-;1: ,eons;iaer,theAmerieancinl- ' 
r1gh'tslllwcemen::tQ':f the19:6'Otsand Va-ti.can nastwo~ee&l,'t ­
~~• .s .tt£.. '®d;ts -om:toer.nand .contiD:U;X1gr~velati-Qn .:in ~ur 
times..:!:~Cbrli:st~ rte llssd to l:>eeomemo3:'e sellfJ1tiv~and 
·i'Jl..Orere~OlI.$ive • 

A :ma..j.or,~pointin .the .mtegrat.aonot' ·'I1ISsocia.1 
a.ndrel:i,g.:Lous concerns was 'the year I :spentin 1k'ali1<ill When 
~ "hus1Jandac<!:e;ptedan apPointmentasa.n e:x:ch~eJ?~;f:esso.r 
at the'Un1versit'YofSii'o'Pamo; Id..ttledid 'Ireal1z:e tllat 
'lI!Yexpetienee aa anaffluent.Ameri:oau. in ,ade:;relopmg .cmm 
.tz:y:wou:Ld. e<1ucate ;me:fnthe.w&'Y i'b >did...1 ].o~d ,itrazal.", . 
;Nev.eJ;' had. 'I-.met 'SBch -:wa.rm.andhQspi"ba'bJ.;ep.e-opl<e.. :]3U,'t. ~ 
a.o:oia.lOOlltraatawer.eenormous .-a.nd.aisturb~~' .I;~.fus;sd 
-tohav-ea live-In .maidarid we -didnotow.t1:a -oar•.. Wedid 
!OUr' -Own :markeid..:ng.•Wesaw hungrypeoply seavengin,gfiOr f\)o(1 
-at the ~o'ca1. :marketsandi:tl. ;.ga.rba:ge";.eall$l... .Going ·.t.oamo'rle 
on a damp :win~~r d'a.ynee:essitateClstepping:ov.er who~efam! 
lies whohp.iiI. taken'refUge in:Jiha theatI!elo:Qby. W~ :saw llli­
~tJ..:ndiridttalsa.ndf'aixa1:ies 'w.ear:;j~:[!: ·andcarr.v±ng all 
ihe':ir.posses.sionsbeqausathere was :no iQW .Goa,,!; hOU;smg 'aail:d 
nosectlre lrOUSiIl.g. In the pompa.ny of-publichea.rth:wQrk~r..s 
;L'V1sj;:t,edsOIqe 'favelas. .;;rbegantoperceive 'the :e'oonom-ic 
:mimc.Ie :Of Braz:i1 aa c:abo1:1atl'.Za:forDericanbusiness~ 
~dweli...to-<d'o :smzi'lians but a'S ;a·disas't.er ,.for ·tn:ema.jozi... 
itywllO ~ ,aubs'tandal"d wagas" ·un·decent ;h()ttS:;i.ng;,IICfriglit . 
to form.:Utt!oI1sot'to ~iln;fOr 1ie'tt-ercont'iit':iJo~s';l:began 
:'t'01:I_l~ethe;mouIl:t1ng ~a;enc.e "'tha't "thecapi:ta;;t.ti:it±:c. 
syat:emw,a;simo.z;alt'y·~ 'arid 'Un....01:iristial1l"..Its~eat';o 

.beusmgj;leo:p1e as:eaail.y. ,tte;pl;aeeabl'e pa::rta :Of''the .e:conom:i:o 
~.inac~ ..'fi!.he enomotts,gapbe'tWe-enrio.h ·ana p'oo~ wa:s'a'J.aJ:"/&e­
scall.;el'epr(l'a.~tion .'(,f . ..AD1e~::Iioans;ocla.l. :Jill;'ob1emsG'.l1'here· .-S, 
ne 'imagbli'bie ''W4if.Y' that .'tiie':Po'O'rcoU.td 'ibeiiter'tl).1:lntSelv-6's. 
Ecdtl.omcall."ttheY 'Were'&l:a:vEfs 'ot'th'eSys'tam•. 

fti:U~ ~'we~ther~:,:it'he'Mia1i'ta;r,y gOv~t 't:1ghtelied 
its :graSP.i. ;;'~'b'sJl:l:gUtiiv:-er.sli.ti'es,ttrtj~1t eoatpet,ent' 



professors,. impr;i./aonings:tudent,swithout. trial.The Church, 
except for Doml:Ielder. Camara., . - Bi$hop of Recife and a few 
other voic.es, was largely silent. It presided atman:y gov­
ernment functions and seemed by its silence to reinforce 
theuuj'USt status-quo. I longed for religi'ousleaders to 
declare Capitalism, as they had·with Co:rmnunism,ari1llljust 
system violating human. rights and destroying religious'val 
ues. 

It is difficult to describe all of the ipfluencesthat 
have changed me" The social encyclicals took Oll: increased 
meaning. My spiritua.l ,reading and prayer became a daily re 
flection on current events. I was absorbing contemPorarY 
history in the light of my Christian faith ,and also as an 
Ame.rican with a .growing dedication to "Liberty and justice 
for all" includingt;h.eoppressed minorities in' niy own C01lll 

. try as well as worldWide. MyC01llltry and my c01llltry-men . 
both at home and abroad were supporting andexpa.nding a. 
global capitalistic sys'tem based on "beggar-thy.... neighbo:r:"1 

principles WIlich I increasingly perceived as exploitative 
,and ,a"eny:Lngofbas1c economic and hUlllEtn rights. We have 
been doing this as a IIso":called" Christian nation without 
any self-awareness or reflection on Christiariva,lues. 

My biggest frustration has been with religious people 
who could not share my changing perspectives. My religious 
values were shifting from instit"o1tionally decreed and rein 
forced values to ;per.sonal, gOspel-oriented beliefs. God is 
still transcendent, bI1t He is also very present in contem­
porary history and is >calling me to take sides with His 
Poor and Oppressed.' ' 

, 'I have been describing my growing perception of: the 
gap between the'myiih, or more charitably the ideal of f:re~ 
dom in my country and the reality of unfreedom' as I have 
experienced it~Ibelieve that there is uuconSciousslavery 
in America and that·riIany of uS Americans are its victims. 
We. have a one-sided view of oursocial,political,economic 
and religious history.OIlrConstitution was signed bywliite, 
maleslave-holde::t'S and theirin:f'luence still pe:rsist~. It 
has taken time and agonizing effort·sfor slaves to be freed, 
for blacks and women to obtain politicalrights,for blacks, 
women and other minorities to secure thebegiIming of full 
human and economic rights. This narrow view o:f fre.edom 
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~:plil.tez1ia1j;i:S;i.ct J',fatl;le:,lcil~VfI!J ·best.l.I ... s~1.11 .l'$r~:d;stsana. ;;1s . 
~~rnd1.~·of.£ai"'h ..j,n' Ci~C).vil:Relig;j.@ ji'hiehst:d;ll·.e.x­
·PQ:inis tllj.~ll8.rrow y;.iew" .e~;pe"Cia~y mpp,rforeign.eC:onomie 
;pol;ity_ 

;Oomest:i.o'.ecQ!1Ocmic pO'licy is .I1.0~tt:e,r.Thereis;a: 'grow 
1:rl&,:a~enesstb.atAm~rica.ns ;a.re . tra.pped in an ,ec,onomi9 

'E;y:st&m:which:is a];moet totallymanipUla.tedby .the . mass~ 
medla..and ..adv:ertizjng.MaIW.,perha:ps lIlostAlnericans,:inolud 
ing:CathOli.cCbrist:ians,are .slaves of .artificially ~eated 
.nee.cis. · .. :The·'pt'ison·i.s·l~ousa.nd the bars are hidden.• 
Inmatesareincreasi:ngJ,y~ggedwith .a.lconol., . endless . 
entertaintnent,a'lldneVer-ending 'newCo:$sUlller, ''needslJ~ .There 
seems' to be :a~11el between the Russian version .'Qf S-oci . 
etymwhicllpeQple erist for 'the State and ;ihe American 
v:ers.ion.:U1·whi.cn· ;people exiSt to ,seTVethe Economi.c. <~yst.em~ 
111as.., 'Wear~aware ;,of'the .Russians· ,lack ,o'f:t'reedcO:nt,but 
net -Otn- .own! ' 

I~vesketched.brEi.:ef]:y 'rtr9peiOO:e;pti.onsef thelllyths 
and :!'1!aUtie's ';of ''human.. andre1::igionS free'aommtheTIS11. .:;[ 
ububt that."'11J.iI peroe:Ptiol:tSare ;w~iiely sha-r.ed... 'OIir enslave­
.ment iio,ou.r myths 'and to our oonsumer'.so:ei'ety 'a;reso tota'l 
'thaitwe ,be1.i:eveiJilieDWthsand .cf',eel that 'our cen:tlleshmentin 
ourwas't:eful., 'ov:erconsUUlptive.c:u1tur"El is· SQ~OW :1fressed 
bY 'Goabeca-use we;a,.,res6 l'larii...worlcing. 

As for :IQ;y'sel:f:,lam 'slowlybr.ealdng-1;hrOughand cr.ea!' ' 
:ing'r1lY 'Own ·futur,e in' t,ertns 'ofmoreautnentlc' faniliyanli 
human rel"lil.'taonshiiPs, bette;rrace-rel:at±ons.., '\Ut1tlinishing 
partie3;.p8.t:ionint1l:e-con$l;l'lIlerllrat-~oell,non-exploIta;tiv-e 
'ecionomi.C:· .relationships, .'s;nua.-ttemptbrgtodl:lalJ.eng:e'and '.lJt! 
fluence:t1'n:austsoolalaudllo1.it±cal . struct:u.:!:-eswhel."&ver. 
pessib.l;l:!~ i:am. act::i.verylot:fkingfor.alt~ma.tiV':e!3 -a.ntllbe'­
.a.ie"ITe tl:tat'llIYsecularandreligi:Ous inSi~ts SlJ:'e 'eO!i:v.arg-:!;ng" 
t'allLaJ:st> .l;ookmg f'Ora.cOil:Ulruilitt:t:n..sea-rch 'Of" :1;ib~tion;" 

:Iam becom'ingfree in:one :sense':'Per.S'OliaUy~~~e\vit!'!:. 
in the :lar~e.rprisoil "of o'U.J:i Ameri:oancOllsUlnersoc:ice'ty. I 
am.'a:kso 'f'ind.l.ng:otnerfl:prisoners" 'Who are taking off' 'theil:' 
cchai:'nsand -whoa;re ,choosing a simp1:e<r~lessc:b:nB.tunpti"IT.e 
lif'.e-stil.:et'dr :h1l'trl8.:b.a.nd.chri'S~ia.nreasons .Aso£~w,most 
of.th-ose 'WhO,share Withm:e'th'sseide'B.'S:oflJ:bsl?aiti01l$:l'e 
:notmellibeI'sb'fCl1:f"ia.:T'he.1 ''9.re ~on.ym~s ·Cl:l:rls't,i:a.na ;Wj:thin 



and Without the established Churches who sbarSanewlY...f'01md 
sens'ebf' missiori to America. Some are retUrned mis'sionaries; 
all have had at some point the' experience of'oppression 
f'rom insensitive ecclesial, social, economic or personal 
relationships.. For af'f'luent societies this becoming f'ree 
"mthin the prison" might becons:Ldereda f'irst step. The 
discovery andf'ormation oi' communities who' share this con-, 

'ceptof' liberation and who can exert joint pressures ,f'or 
attitudinal and structural change- this isa second step. 

I of'ten ref'lect upon the Exodus experience. Sometimes 
I f'eel as though af'f'luent American Christians are all mem­
bers Of Pharoah's court and are incapable of' hearing, seeing 
anddoingan;ything about· their oW!ienslavem~ntand that of' 
minorities at home and of' people in developing. c01mtries 
around the world. We W:Llldo a.n;yi;hing to help them except 

. get of'f their backs. I have also beenreflecting·moredeeE, 
lyon Christ's mission to the people of His day.• ' His con­
cerns were with the humble and the downtrodden.His healing 
presence and message were a sign of .hope to the oppressed. 
Are Christians of the First World a sacrament or· sign of 
Christ's continuing presence in the world today.? . 

Let me conclude 'with a personal credo on liberation 
which reflects my maturingsecular'and religious beliefs 
on ,liberation. 

I believe in Christ as Saviour and Liberator, 

He came to prepare a place f'or us in heaven, 

but He also cares about pur human existence' 

and H~ urges His followers to share this concern. 

I believe that He is calling uS 

to be co-creators of His kingdom on earth. 

He has given us free will 

arid He does not interfere withO"ilr freedom­

even our bad and blind choices. 

He lets us take the consequences of·our actions 

yet welcomes us with open arms when we turn to Him 

asking Him to replace ou.rhearts of stone with tr,t.ily 

human hearts. 


I believe that as Christians we are called to be . 

co-laborators·and .co-liberatorswith Christ 
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lpsiie~tha'tthce '(}nr.:i:st$an . presence- in the United 'States 
ca:tls US1;:p ~.·a ~~ {)fe.ontraQ,i9~ion . 
to-~ma.t:eri~list$CIl:manipulatiy,e.soc.iatY• 
:Qur;JBission.as too;reateaChri/Stian;cnunter-C\llture 
..wi~h.a1te}r'nai;:by.e;per~1.· ,attitudes, 
:alt,ern.aittve .-J;nst'·itutional 'ilnpdels 
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_seeula.r and -:reJ.;~o'Us idea;1.:s·af' llw:nan f.reedom. 
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ThlliETING OF,A C.L.C. 

by Jos~ GSELL 

The style and content of a meeting of CLC certainly 
figure among the most frequent questions that reach us. It 
seems also profitable to us to reflect on this matter to­
gether•. In this first article we would like to pose the 
question while supplying some elements of response, :fully 
realizing that these only partially answer the questions 
received. -But we would like-thus to invite our readers to 
a dialogue--especially those among you who have or have had 
concern a~out the progress of a CLC. 

. Let us consider first of all this submitted question: 
how and v.nder what conditions doesaCLC meeting contribute 
to the all-round formation and growth of, its members and 
to the development of an apostolic community? Vlhich are the 
key elements that introduce,deepen and help the CLC's way 
of life? How does the dynamic of the Spiritual Exercises, 
through meetings, remain the profound force t'1at forms and 
fashions members and communities with a view to mission? 
These are different \vays of formulating the same basic con 
cern: how to live every moment of the meeting in the liar:: 
monious perspective of an ,authentic CLC. 

Now that the question has·, been posed,we must surely 
admit that the type of meeting is not identical in differ­
e!).tstages -of grovrlh of a. CLC. On the contrary , it varies ~ 
Between onegr.oup of beginners anda community that several 
years of existence have advanced towards its goal,we shall 
find· a gamut of' meetings whose profile might indicate a 
misplacement of accent and emphasis, as they responded to 
the precise needs of. a stage through which they passed~ 
This leads us to recognize, at the same time, a certain. 
number of perma,nent key elements, introduced and practiced 
from the birth of a group, lived through different stages, 
acquired and always respes~ed by the experiencedCLC. 
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tim.e~' 

We 

F.6I'll12tionOQmmi,sJJton,
s'lmliy. 

about", 
has ,two sections:! 

su~ 

'C:ertain '$ 1i1lt!Jae 's1.~ments,:are .bL~d£toned ,.d;p-W,t;t]a::j; 
(wh:1~s~in ,remaintngwe,sj;l1t) ,f;O;t" the ~saki:l :of tme.'t'hil:ig 
thatf,s insilllted' -u:p.ono.ver 'Qtnfn"s; in lQhio,h·'oe.:seth,ea,dapt'a 
ti.-o,UCYf 'a..1)enag,og;y cf 'fonnat,i:oni-s ne:ede:d' OOl:.'r8Spol:).ding to 
the SUO Oes,Sive sta.gesof p:tiogr~" Weslm.1.l not S't.oIl.,he~e 
t-'f)c~i4ar the "d:Lf:ferentsta~s .atl.dtheiroont-ant; 
ShaIl.;pUe:tis.hin this regard the r&sultofthe:wo:t1tof ·-the· 

as soon .asthis,group i'inislles 1:ts 
. 	 . 

,Our pre,sentdesire is tOJ:)et'l:U':ll i!;-e these ]Jercmanent . key 
;e'~mehts, :sn 'as to. understandmorefuH.:ywhat they'8,'l';e all 

]iirst:ofail.1:~l,et us !s,ay that the meetingl,tsuall;y 
,One o:t' prayer and one of ..exchange ,of' 

ideas"Other el~m-ents eoulp, be added oe.c,asionally.:ini'orma 
ti:Q!lOIl. aSi"tttation~ theatndy Ofatext:or,d'Ooument,:e'to,.; 
'hutthe-tWQ ,periods ,indioated ,abovefo~ the basic,stru:.o­
tu:re., ,from which a 'P!"ooe,ss of growth can 'be developed, ,for 
bothth-e:indiridua.lan~ t:hegroup~ I'di is seLf-evident that' 
it is caJ,:way-snac-easarytomve inmi'nd ~he ,iliif'i'1!:ren\t:llltmta' 
li:t:f:es and eruturesin ONer to 'find the right and natUral 
way whi'Olipermits t:hisgr~wth.:Not;et,ha.t:, wear.e'fkeal'ing 
with the l~el {)fa C:L'ethat .'ordmarll({ ,man.e u,p of 8 tG 
1:2 people, and. that w},t;er.e,a ,gro:ap, .'is J ...~ger it :ean ~. 

divided ,intosmaHer 
 ' 

Prayer ,1?erio:d.The mos~ :tiI.!;I:ua.l fO:r:ml:o:l:' prayer 'is' ~bably 
me:ditat~'On,.(\n a pas'aage 'of is:ori-l?t1l.re~p:re1T'iouslir ma.:ae lmriwn: 
M'the members;rif th-e :grOulh It:La -pro.fitable 't;obegi1!i by 

.	reading it"then. 'to1:ea'!te:efome' t.±me£orsilentoperson:al 
l'tation.,af"lier '~ich ,ela.ch i.one 'illtul"ncan'simply' 'si;lsiitl$ 

f'ruit he obta:ined f':t'olllh'ismeili'ta'tiOl'l.This'she;r,m5t:in 
atinosphe.reo:f· ,peace:t1d o.o'n't'smplatj..'on" isaneXJi>erimentin 
listening 'pro'ioUitidlyto 'wh:atgoe:son ,Within :'bnes'e1f .and 
aro'lmdllilnsell soa!9tO r.eo.o.gni2le t'lle ,¥lorkingof 'the 
ilioneseli':and, 'in ot;ners. 

1i;is $nttieti~she'lp1"u;:L, especiallyatthe 
'ofe. group"toUitt'b'a:uce~h-e c:pel"iod Q"f ':persl)naJ. """".u:""' .... .,. \,,,,-,,,,,.. 
·w3.:tha,'few ,POints tJlB;t 'il!t!llgerefJ.:ect:1:on and;pra;~.e'r ea.'S'ia'!". 
LikewJ..s'e, iifat .the sta::M;,'ot'.:a.g.oupsome l>e.()l>l~na..'ife.~Q:t 
yet bad the :exp.eritehae of ·:g,h.e~ercis~..tne ti~laUl{,tJr;) 
J.:t there. :iJ:'l :none:,encrthe:r 'eitP&l'.i~lloe'd 'Jile.iD.Pei') :snotitL.'d ':harp 
thembygiv;:i.;ftg them SOme ia;ea-t>f ~hemethQat'O 'b'efbliJi;o'Wea,,, 
aecording :1;:0 '.what the >Exere:ts~ishave 'toSSiy m'ithas iAga;,ra,. 



Prayertillle, as ,itilll.s justbeenbtiefJ,.y. de..,. 
is most nat'lll."!8.1artdnormal, iridaed most specific 

toa ,CLe,· for::l.t is direQtly rooted in our experience of 
the SpiritilalExercises and, in that sense, supports each 
one',s effort at fidelity to .meditation,in the first place; 
a.nd then; theaharing among the members of the group con­
stitutes an exercise of fraternal mutual help towards a 
discernment that is more just and. enlightened,while at the 
same time being a sign and guage of mutual, confidence • 

. 'Business period. Before beginning this consideration, let 
us think fora. moment about the necessary conditions Iil-nd 
the manner of proceeding, 'so that this period may be truly 
a means of growth for the individuals and for the communi­
ty • The time allotted to business is for the sake,~of co~ 
,nication~ each member communicates his own experience, his 
reflecti:ons, in the same way that he communica-:\ied the fruit 
of,his prayer. We are not speaking, then, of an exchange 
of ideas or points of View, but a willingness to give som~ 
thing of oneself and to a'ccept what others give him. It is 
by means of this communication that, little by little, each 
one will be known just as heis,with his strengths and his 
weaknesses, and. that he will be liked [loved] for what he 
is. Such an exchange cannot ,take.place unlesa there really 
exists a climate of mutual confidence and acceptance of' one 
another. Likewise, this cannot develop unless all practice 
listening to each other respectfully. My listening, is it 
of the same ~uality for all? Or rather am I more distrac­
ted,perhaps negative, withregard,tothis or that one that 
I have pre-judged? The repeated exercise of listening, of 
acceptance, of trust towards all, practiced with honesty, 
leads on the path of fraternal love. 

Hereaga.in, the simplest way to go about this exchange 
will be to introduce it in turn, letting each one take his 
turn at expressing his experience on the theme that is the 
object of exchange. Thus each one will find his place spo~ 
taneously in the community • He will discover that he has 
something to say, that the others accept his experience, 
and in the work of the others he will recognize the deep 
echo of hiS own experience. Tl1isway of introducing the 
exchange avoids. the polarization around one or two people. 
It will1:le easier, after this round table, to folloW this 
exchange with a general plan: some clarification questions 
could l:!.el:p for a. better comprehension'; theex:pe:r;oiences ex­
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pr;essedwUl .pe~ta.~ore;complete and· enlightened· exec:u-'· 
tiQn:;a.nd. fiIiaUY' and, especiallY', by means of thee~cha.nges 
t~e1"e W111appear, :;Little.' by ,little, ,the way that "JesuS 
personally came closer and. 'walked along the way with themll 
(!Jt... 24, 15J. For, the goa). of theseeXChSnges, . which are 

. exactly the, .opp0site of a discussion, is precisely to .deepel1 
within us, 'by means of :respectful listening and absolute 

,d:i,sponibility, ,the sensitivity to movements in the life of 
the Spirit, so as-todiscenl His pres.ence and HiscaHand.' 
tq accapt them. This regular, 'personal and'c01!l.llIUl:litarian 

'dificern.ment;i:s a. goal: of' the 'C1O~ and the meeting time' 
should, by its style andoantent, not .only permit itbu.t 
a.ls.!) introdt:lceit,practioe it, rest in it. Personal .growth 
and ,the develClpment ,of the cOl'DllIlln,ity will soop. permit one 
to diStingu.ishthe vat'iouSfunotionsof the community, sho!!, 
ingit&melllbet's the path ofsertice, helping them and gUa.!:, 
anteeingthe.1rmission,refiningtl1.eir sense of the Church, 
etc. But all these functions have as fo1mdation the apti­
tude f.ortX'\ie (iiscernmentthat theExercisesprecis9ly give 
us. -Not everythingih us and. around us comes from God. 
There!3-t'e different .spirits, and one ·l!II.1st .knowchrist, in 
order to stick close to Him and to His work. . . .' -. - ,- ­

What dotheexohanges'deal with?, We can give here only 
some ve~general ,ou1;linei3; which thereby will not be sa..... 
tlsfy1ng.Btttlet .tl.Ssimply introduoe a reflection, and it 
will ,be coinplete.d by your cbntrlbutions and by further'work 
'docu:m,ents. Le.t,us say, then, in a g,eneral way, that the. e!S 
change,sofa begimling grou.p will dealessen;tia.lly w~th the 
way of life of the CLO's and the,ir integration in the life 
of thei,,~elD:Ders. Inother\vords,what are the proposed i­
tinera:ryand .. the . prinoipal characteristics? A person, who 
enters a C10 lXI\l;l?treoognize .and experienoe this itinerary 
so as to be able to opt for this way at', on. the contrary, 
to leave it freely if it does not seem'to be his vocation. 
It is. the. moment 'to'exohange ideas on the direction of our 
life 1 t'odiscover what obstacle exists :in us to ,a full . 
life, , to root. ~elves in Ifrayer, to recognize the call. 
·of Christ, to ex:per;enoe ,the support, of the fraternal com­
·IIXt.Uaity,tol.ear.nt~disce~and to reco,!!lrl.zethe conditions 
reqUired:f'or a., true decision, amid the ,multiple daily 
choices or where theN is a more important option that- can 
be. pl.acedbeforeoneor other member of ,the group. Finally, 
toadVanoe towards the responsibledec1Sion regarding' the 
missioh in the WGrld.' Eaoh of these charaoteristic pOints 
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will.' 'be • aCcoDlPa!i.ied, bi, di~i~~ellt ··lliea;LJ.~·:'Ij.t:ith:e~:st:a.rt;;'j~cf;'ij
the.exercise:'the·dailymedttationon 
at the end of tlle day, the sacramental 
of our relatio:b,s with.. oth~rs, the.unionbetween 
and our life ... ~.. . 

Once rooted ~ its specific way of life;,the CLe will 

try to find Qutllow it. should serve. Its exchanges .will 

deal with the concrete local situs:tion,s, the di.scernment 

of the aqtion to be taken orpromoted,the mutuaihelp and 

support that willmal\e the best possible response to the 

missi'on recognized. 


Perhaps we should, recall, as we come t,o the end of 
this first :outline that other articles .and V/O~:k docume.nts· 
will complete, t.b.atno matter whl:!.t the stage of groWth of 
a person or community, the content of the· formation. (and 
thus of themeej;ing as a means' offo~tion) is always;:o 
be found at the interior of the global project of the OW's .• 
In each of the stage~ .theitineraryis entirelyprese:rl,.t, 
even if certain aspects are toned down in ordertog:Lve' 
more weight to others,which correspond to'; the needs of the 
group at its level .of development.. The insistence on a. 
given point is not realized by excluding the. others. Thos.e·' 
in charge will have, on the contrary, the duty' to p~a.cE!!and 
order each stage ahiays toWards the. goal sought: thefor-.. 
mation of apostolic men and communities,. animated by th.e 
dynamic of thespirituai E:icercises, A.nsV(ering the call .of 

.Christ .andtlle· Church, in the midst of the Y'lOrld in' which 
they live. 
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