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'HARVEST TIME

"The harvest is great and the
laberers are few.", (Jesus)'

nI begm by "telln.ng you, Lord tha'b I unders-band. almost
¥ about -you.

y'ou expect moda_m man to undersi;a.nd you, 1f h

which were shown at
..gome television sho

~ gre
rm é.nd the colorf‘u.l beach umbrellas fadis
uR,  rows- of “human bodiess: or in. the mountains we enjo
+the cool shade of the pines and the firs. If we should g
.- to. the country, we do not see beyond the fences and walls
‘,’that enclo e the "sacred“ pmva‘te estates of ’che weal‘bhy

?erha.ps T can understand you through. ’she products which
‘daily appear on the table for breskfast or for lunch. This
. - white bread, toasted,  smothered each morming with butter,

vough‘c +to be some of "bhe produce of the field's harvest, -
for the wheat grew in the field, there it was sown, cul'bn.-
‘ vated ‘and harvested and is now changed 1n'bo ﬂou.r by ’chose
,,you call the laborers of “the harvest. )

T have never seen a’ peach tree; ye'b I rellsh its fmlt
filled with color and tasting so fresh  when it comes: un-

'~,,fa:_l:t_ngly at the end of lunch, a deln.czmzs dessert. -

“You cerbamly have seen the ha.zvest a.nd the 1aborers tazmed Ll

‘by the Iaedrterranean sun 1n the fields: around. Nazareth

, ,You have also. loved 'the fruits of +the field, and above all
you ‘loved those men, who in your time were many, but today,”
“in our mdustrn.al and - urban society, 'bhey have abandoned
- the. syrmmetrical: squ.ares of=cult1vated land, - -and have. gone,
+to work and to ln.ve in the: team:mg apar'tmen‘bs of big eit-’
3 1es, where ‘f;he sun, ’the fresh a:Lr, a.nc’i peaee never enter .
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: o I may ;10'?; know abou'b harvest behmd the- mndbreaks and the
walls of the fields, tut I know well ‘che men whom you wished
to slgnlfy by these’ harvests perhaps I Imow them better -
than your chosen seventy-'bwo. For 1 see them each day and
everywhere, they are of every color and their eyes have

many shapes,  they speak every languwage and dress in -the

- most varied styles from the almost naked of tropical coun-
tries to those bundled in fur coats for they live in polar
regions. I see them at the red s‘top light accelerating for
a quick si:art; and T see them, nervous pedestrians hurrying

 in the cross ‘walks lest they be run over. I see them in

- the television reports on the starving people in what is
ecalled the "Third" World, I see them become cadavers in the
‘accidents of each day and the con.fllc‘ts of fighting. These
‘men of my time are surely the "harvest” of which you speak.’
They are ‘khose who live on my floor and take the same ele-
vator up and down - alone - g0 many times each day. They
are those included among the cold mumbers and percentages

“of the statistics that make wp my daily work. These men and. -
women - my brothsers on earth -~ are for me people without

‘names, but whose suffering, joys, disillusions,.fears and L

;hopes, I know: perfec*bly well ' -

e Even in “$he momen‘bs of 'sinceri‘by\ and. o;pennesé whenl’f‘feelk'-rml

self their "brother" I would like to do something for them,
- yet I find myself checked by the wall of a closed door, or
as some. farmer who would 11ke to harvest but has no ‘sickle.

Never’cheless you -Speak abou‘b _the need of "laborers".
Clearly you are an idealist.

What can I do for them, if I can do nothlng Tor myself ?
How can T assist them so that they discover you and disco-
‘ver your Father, if I walk in darkmess and the shadow of
death, if I puszzle out in the night an unseen road ?
My interest in them, ~will it not be more.of an obstacle ?

s You agsk me "to work"™ and 0 do as a "“laborer" does, what
in particular can.these workers do, in the fields of your
‘Palestme, only with their:arms and sweaty brows, without
machines and without tractors, they may bring abou-h a mira
‘cle with each year's harvest, 'bringing it -forth from the
dry earth, undertaking the. difficult planting, and finally
comming back Joyful with the ‘harvest in their h.a.nds. - )

If Iwould worlk, perhaps the world will be a little bet'ber

and some person at my side would receive a drop of happi-

—3”
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: né's's'., I m.llmgly give thls ﬁrop, ) s‘imp"}lfé andfresh,as a

,ra:mdrop in sprmg t:.me.

You seek “laborers" :E‘or the "harvest"
Ev:.aently you desire that apostles and prophets spmng up,as
‘"those whom Jahweh sent before your coming,and as those you

* chose - apostles and dlsclples - during your earthly life.,
“A11 were saerlf:.ced by the very same men vhom they mshed
to serve. They did not achleve their goal.

."jilways there sounds in my ears and in my soul - within its
depths ~ +the words of that prophe‘t very mich & man, who. .
rebelled against the mission Jahweh'had entrusted him: "You
have chosen me, . Jahweh, and I gave myself. You were the
s{:ronger and Iwas conguered.... Bver I speak, I must shoutb:
'Ruin and destruction’ .... and though I saids 'T will not
renember H::.m, I will not speak again in his name’', yotw
word is in me as a burning fire." (Jeremiah)

In our modem world they also speak of prophe‘ts. )
Many even have long hair and thick beards, as did “the pro-
phets of the 0ld Testament or the apostles of the New.They
would be excellent models for WMichelangelo.

But, my brothers, these men, they con'binue to grope aiong
‘ *chelr WAY. : ' '

Perhaps it happens that in thls world of non.se and elamor
of supersom.c flight and spectaculars from the Moon, there‘
is no place now for prophets, or the prophe’ts mist stay

. hidden, or those not hidden and s;»ea.kmg out, do not have
voice enough to be heard.

R I 'I:eZU you, Lord, ’hha“& I would surely like to find myself
~with one of 't:hem, with a prophet.who would tell me ‘simply
that God exists, Creator of Heaven and Barth, 2 Fa‘bher who
loves us and gave us His Son .Jesus Christ to save us, that
Jesus Christ established 2 Church to serve men lov:mgly,'
and to assist them along the paths of this world-to their
end and to their happiness -~ ‘to find +themselves in, you,
‘and %o die very simply with -this hope. And then, :.,:f‘ you.
~wish, I would be able to Fry t0 -be a small prophet to my
rieighbors in the apartment,without a beard and without any -
strange dress, but with an. open hand of brotherhood and
with a heart full of undersi:andlng

: o




AN EXZPERIENCE IN COISMUI\IITY EVALUATION

by N:Lcholas RIM 8]

, Meny CLC groups have. come to-adopt the practice of a
community evaluation at the close of their gatherings or
sessions. In this context it was thought the experience of
the World Federation's Executive Council might be of inter
est., Hence this- artlcle. In it I deseribe briefly and in
its main lines the evaluation the Counc:r.l made at the close,
of its meetlng of January 3-6, 1974. ‘

F:z.rs‘t ' though, will s1tuate thls in 'bhe context of
the Councﬂ's growing sense- of community, and afterwards I
will try to draw from the Councll's exper:.ence of such e-
-valuations some useful tips. ‘

A Developing Community Sense

Over several years the Council has been. aware that to
gerve as it should the world commu.nl’cy that 1s CI.C it
needed-itself to become more ’cruly a Chr:.stla.n conmrunl‘hy.
More truly a comnmnrby, with its members sharn.ng at a deeg
er level each other's hopes and .concerns dbout CLC. And
more of a Christian Life community, with CIC attltudes and
a.pproaches built -into its gatherings.

Always in our sessions _the CIC way of 1ife had been
presumed. - Gradually,  however, it began to enter into the
fabric of our twice-yearly meetmgs, .each of 3 days or
more. So,. sometimes there would be time given to an indiv-
‘idual evaluation (exammation of conscience), Or again, an
‘evaluation of - the meeting as such, done perhaps in the
framework of shared prayer., Then, drawing on the rich ex-—
Pperience of soine. Council members in their national .or loc-
© al meetings or work groups, -we ‘began .to make more regular
-uge of mee‘t:mg evaluations, and in so doing to 1eam thelr
great worth. T .
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"7 . This trend formed parw‘; ofacer’cam overall advance We»’
. managed to achieve in better integrating "the spiritual" and -
- "pusiness" or the work %o be done: This was shown in our -
- adopting the custom of a "meditation exchange" ‘before
. breakfast, in which we shared with each other the frul't: of
_.our morming prayer (for which very brief pom’cs—-whn.ch
" were sometimes simply the liturgy readings of the previous
. night--had been given earlier). It appeared too in our lrt .
© urgies, whose themes, setting and intentions became more -
B closely lmked w:.'bh the content ana “concerns of the meet-

ing..

, Wi’chout a doub“t; thisg trend was also aided by the N
d:.v:.dually—guldea Splr:.tual Exercises that the Council
made together for an entire week just before our J’auauar:gr
1973 meeting. The clearer common vigion, deeper sense of
~ solidarity, and greater appreciation of discernment that )
resulted surely _were a stimulus to a larger use of commun-
- iy evaluations in our gatherings.  And the Rome Formation
~ Course and Augsburg Assembly remforced this direction. By
.now, each of our Executive Council meetings cencludes
w:rch an evalua‘lzlon in common o:t‘ the sess1on. C

Evaluat:mg Our January ‘74 Meetmg

Thls was true too of our January 74 meetlng,:m ‘which
eight of us took part. The last half-hour or so- of the 3=
day. session was reserved for an evaluation of the content

. and method, of our work during those days.We were all tired,

. but. we knew from pas-t experience that the right kind of e~
valuation not only gives precious insights for impreoving
future work,but can be a very deep experience in community
sharing. First we all took about 10 minutes. to reflect |

- prayerfully on the meetmg, some mednwhile ‘making a few
jottings. Then each in turn shared his reflections, stat:mg ,
what things in the session he felt were quite good and helg o
ful, and what th:mgs seemed 'to ‘hin less good and m need o
' of mprwement. ; '

One member saw the hard work, patience ahd selfless—
‘ness of ‘the group as a very posrtlve factor, ‘but felt that
certain 't;0plcs on the agenda could have ‘been -better pre-
rared beforehand-»—and named one or two of them., -Another:
was much pleased by the climate of ea:mes*l: search in the
Spirit that was .operative, and felt too that an atmosphere




o:f true. Ghrn.st:.an oy preva:.led' it seemed. theu,gh o h:unr
“that certain ‘topies could have been handled with more dis—
pa‘i;ch. To a third it seemed ‘that the Council had succeeded

- in ‘teking -some courageous. and - far-sighted .decisions; on

the negative side, however, he felt that the “cha:.rmg“ of ~
%he. different sess:r.ons (done, at the president's mvma-
-t:um, by various.Council members), varied in guality and
i in style, and that +too much time had ‘been spent on- the
fﬂ.rst agenda ‘top:t.c.g A couple of members remarked (and we
‘all felt) that the fact that one member, though suffering-
at-the time from a back ailment that required lying: dowm,
“had nonetheless taken part in the whole meeting, ‘had been
a gsource of msplra'hz.on to usi ,One or. two felt that on oc-
casion decisions had been taken a little too hast:x,ly, wrbh
ouf sufficient pondering of the  matters.. And so on,...
‘Phese few. exa.mples are enough ’co convey “the . olimate of ex—-
change. . :

As freq_uently happens cértain points were mentioned
hy several persons. All felt that the .spirit operative in
' +this Council session had been excellent .and that, vwhile

the work had been very demanding, 2 cer'bain lighthearted—

ness had obtained even when the guestions were difficult
and the schedule taxing. ' Many saw as positive that ‘the
~meeting, more than previous ones, focused on the apbstol’ic
service and mission of CLC, and almos*b all seemed to think
that +he - frank exchange ‘one evening on  resecent 1mpori;an“a v
" world events had been a step forward.  On the other hand, -
three or four persons suggested two specific improvements.
_One was ‘that the Bucharist be integrated still better into
the mee‘tmg, and its scheduling better foreseen. A second
expressed the desire for inclusion in mture meebings of a
‘period where members cowld  share wJ.th each other a‘bout
their personal precccupations and cohcerns. - We concluded
with a short prayer. In this case, it wes -a song, .the Sal-
Xe Regina, as I remem’ber. I s

V‘Usef‘ul ’Peﬁagogzcal Tlps ;

Frcm our use oi’ comnmm.ty evaluatn.ons such ‘ag the a-— .
‘ bo*@'e both in Executive Council meetings and other CIC gathr
ermgs, we ‘have of .course learned something of the gedago—-
gy invelved. It would seem.that important pomts ’co note
in- 'bhls pedagogy are 'bhe follmvmg
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‘ 'l) Any mee't:mg or. session lasting some hours will proflt by
L conclnd:mg with an evalua"l:lon espec:x.ally if other meetings:
of ‘bhe same tme or 'by 'the same group are plazmed. ‘

2) If +the pax'blclpants in a mee'l:mg number at 1east 3 or 4,
‘and not over about 15, -the ideal way to evaluate it is by
an oral “1lsten1ng group" Here after a period of reflec-

 tion, each person’'in turn sta’r;es briefly and simply what
elemen't;s 4n the meeting he found especially good,and which
elemen'i;s he judges need improvement. Evaluations done only

. in writing - (such way be necessary or advisable especially

E \when the session being reviewed is along one or the evalua
- tors are many), do not. create the deep sense ‘of mn‘ty ’chat
“an oral evaluat:.on can. , ‘

: 3) The evaluat:.on should be a scheduled part of +the meet-
"~ ing, with enough time allowed for it. If the group is
. small (4 or 5) and the meeting being evaluated is of a
“ half-day or at most a full day, 15 minutes might suffice
- for it. TIf the session is of several. dayst length a half-
~hour will probably ‘be- needed or, if the number’ of persons
is larger (for example, 10 or 12), ‘perhaps a little more.
©'In any case, it is 'I:ime ”v'vell spent.. e e o

4) in essen*tn.al part of the evaluation is a time of si-
1ence--a minimum of 10 minutes, at least for longer meet- -
ings~for personal reflection befdre ‘comments are ex-

- changed. To omit this easily results in a superf:r.cial and’
.~ too “cerebral® assessment too. little’ réflecting evangelzc"
al discernment. In a good evaluation I should share not
- only what my head tells me, but what llght ‘I receive from
 the splm'mal movements -l:ak:uig place in me. du,rlng the mee’l:

1ng, or now as I reflec*b on it,

L 5) Whlle char:d;y and dellcacy are in order, the evalua‘clon :
- needs to be honest, reflecting what each one thinks, or
" ‘better, feels. Such ‘honesty is much easier in a prayer:ﬁ'ul
‘ reflectlve a’cmosphere. In a group that has made some prog-
‘ress toward beoommg a true communl’cy, the degree of frank
ness (in perfect charity) achieved m the evalua'blon com—
' 'ments is some“bn.mes astomdmg. .

8) The evalua:blon concludes with a short prayer, preéfera~ -
" " ply somewhat mfnrmal ‘An example mlght be the Our Father

« recited together by all, mth handa ;;omed in s:.gn of . com-
S ; mon bro’cherhood‘ .
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7) The. evaluatmn works best when the whole meetmg hasf
taken place inm & prayerful climate. Some aids to achieve
this are meaningful liturgies, or:.ent:mg the sessions with

E apt Sceripture readings or a bit of shared prayer, 2nd a

schedule that is not too hectic, A certain atmosphere of
opemmess, with the partieipants willing and accustomed to
express to each other their true splri“bual mpressnons or
feelmgs, is. d1stmct1y halpful.

Ouz Execu’clve Gounca.l has leamed w‘:hen, ’cha:b conelud

:Lng our meetings with a shared evaluat:.on is a precious
help both for making future meet:r.ngs more effective and for
- forging a deeper bond between the members. And that bond

is an important, perhaps an essential. factor if we are Ho
perform our service as we ghould, Is that surprising? Af-

ter all, it was Ignatius Loyola who used to say that to

plan 'beforeha.nd and to review or evaluate afterwards, are
two of the surest rules for success in any human endeavor. .
They are, in fact, expressions of that Ignatian discern-
ment +that contmually seeks, in every event, the. greater
glory. of - God, which, in the concrete, is 1den-bica1 with *bhe

grea*ter service of others,. "
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‘World Day of Peace, 1975

. RECONCTLIATION : THE WAY TO PEACE

January 1 of each year is World Peace Day, so desig

nated since some years ago by Paul VI. The theme he
. proposes for the 1975 Day you see in our title. The
. official commentary on it follows, [Editor's Notel

Two mein reasons have :i:népired the Holy Father in the
- choice of this theme for the World Day of Peace, 1975.

The first reason is its ccmnec'ta.en mth +the Holy Year.
The latter puts forward two mseparable ajmss Chnstla.n re
newal and reeoncil:.at:.on.

. The second reason is its connection with peace. In
the first place, f"vertical peace": +the return to God, or
~ conversien, that each individual is called upon to acccm—
" plish within himself on the occasion of this great jubilee.
In the second place there is "horizontal peace™: pea‘.cAeA B
mong mén. This peace between individuals, social groups:
and nations cannot be reduced to mere coexistence. It goes
. beyond cenciliation. It presupposes reconciliation. In oth
er words, after one or more breaks (wars, or social, c:w:.l. .
or 1&eolog1cal confrontations),it means a volun’bary\ return
to dialogue, to good unders‘handmg and to cooperation. The
very object of the Holy Year is to inspire this form or re
‘pentance and this mtern.orizatlon of peace. with a view ’co
" a fraternmal connn:.i;ment at the service of all,

Becoming recon.c:.led on“l:h’e :mdiv:Ldual level is’ cer—'
tainly a &ifficult thing and an act of high virtue.

- this personal fLevel the problem involves a dlfficul‘hy, 'mrb

the principle 'is clear: +the forglveness of offences is

. .agked for and lived every day in the Our Father. :

But vmen one comes to other ’cypes of. confl:.ct collec
tive: ones, the problem of reconc:.lzation sSeems 'bo cha.nge‘
character. It poses a problem of conscienceo -Do people have
the righ'l; to be reconciled? ‘

: 10 -




‘Do, no% soclal '01Vll or intemat;i.onal V

flicts of duty? In order that I may remain loyal to the
yarjous groups to which I belong (my family, milieu, work

social ¢lass, rekigion, party, race, country, colour), m“’

T not perhaps often obliged, unwittingly and mwmllingly,
to fight other groups — gréups to which I feel 1oyal~hy for

other ressons and in which I sometlmes count dJust as pany.

friends, but which constitute a h:_ndrance, . ?:hrrmgh their

action or their very ex:.stence, sometimes to the ~mos*t fune

‘damen'tal r:.gh-bs cf my own commnty? o

The answers g::v:en today to these q;nestzcns can ?be pu’c

. :mi:o tbree categorles. .

For some people, peace is &ef:.ned as a confllet free
:mterval between Wars, conflicts bemg regarded. as. evils
in themselves, -or, at the very least, as abnormal ineci-

dents ‘1;0 be re—garded as cemmg mto the sphere of srror or

sm.

On the other haaad ‘many of our- contemporarms, mclua )
ing a certain nunber of ‘Christians, give an ahsolute value a

o conflicts aﬁd v:.olence, geeing them as the -only cause

of historical progress and therefore as goed things in

themselves; and they consider reconciliation as a mtopian

fam ef d:.samamen’c or as an :.mmeral a.nd m;jurmus drug.‘

. F:inally,ﬂ “thera are many others who have a mder and

more realistic view of the yro‘blem. The fallow:_ng are some

;mdlcatlons of this view, -

;L‘ets mest=
.1y appear to be. conflmta of loyalty, and #here 'oTe eon=~ -

; _l} Can:f'la.ct éx:.sta. Wn.thln soca.ety we fmd a mass of stmg,:

“gles and- epp’os:.twns everywhere and at all levels: It is
only throng“h surmouriting  ever recurring confrohtations

“that peace can exist and be  perpetually created. - It is. .

for Christian discérnment to recognize, in éach case, what

gprings from adjustnents of soeial Tife and what on the -

eoﬁ'bz%.zfy springs ‘fz'-i;‘m s,in'- hate, pride, and ‘sel fls}mess.

2) Recogntn.on of oonfllct as z fact does nct en'l;az.l t‘ﬁe'

necessary trangition from the fact 4o “the right-and still
less to ‘the duty =~ .to uphold and radicalize ‘s¥rugles al-
ready taking place.or systematically to-create ‘frejs?; ones.




'For cen:fllc‘b is no-l: ‘an end bu’c a means.
crl‘tema of- lawfulness.

Ifl: has 1limits and

"3) The first task of reconciliation is to try to solve the
problems posed by these confrontatlons, by dealing less
with their effects than their causes, whe'bher 1mmed1a'te and
‘well-defmed or remote’ and general '

4y For this very reason, reconc:Lllatlon finds its own lim-
its in its counterfeits, - which we can only briefly touch
on here and which explam the fact that a certain number
“of con:f‘llcts escape 11: partially or for a t:.me.

‘The first'cou’nterferh:’ injustice. ‘Here is how Paul -
VI, &mong many other interventions, denounces injustice:
"Pegace will never be without a hunger and thirst for jus-
tice... Peace will never betray thé. hn.gher valiaes of 11fe'
in order to suz'v:.ve." : . o , =~

‘The second coun‘herfelt- reconciliation without truth
or against truth. In order to be reconciled, one does not
have the right. to .lose one's consistency, if reconcilia-
tion prevents one  from rem2ining oneself, if it causes one
‘to diminish one's personality in the soc:.al group, to be
"lost in-that group, and at the same time 4o lose one's
freedom,‘ fidelity and falﬁh In this regard, Paul VI re-
minds us of Saint Paul's. admonrba.on‘ "Do not be con:ﬁ‘ozmed
t6 this world" (Rom. 12:2). Reconciliation is not the same

“as indifferentism, either moral or religious. '

Society is not only bound up with conflicty it is al~
g0 and primarily a communionsy That which. unites ‘men, by na
- ture and grace, is stronger than that which divides. them..
- The commmity instinet is universal, It is the builder of

peace and civilization. Mutual aid, solldamty, friendship.
"~ and love ma}s:e up soclety, the "human fam:.ly" ' : B

, " The solutlon therefore :1,3 no‘b *bo shu‘b oneself up in in
tolerance and isolationism, -but, in the very hedrt of the
con:fllc'ts,ﬁ to rise above them- and to seek solutions along .

. new. paths, Reconc:.lza‘t;mn is nelther a standst:.ll nor a re

treat‘ :.’c :I.s a marcb. towards the future, -the way ‘to. peace.
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RIC»H GGU'HTRIES IIEED L’]EBER&TION TOO

by Betty LEONE

is chgimcmn of the Unrbed States CIC Committee on -

 Social Justice, T have been agked to describe an experlence
of ln.bam'i;z.on in the context of a First World éountry. -

mst say fha:t I have. experienced great frustration in get-—,

ting ny. fellow-ﬁmemcans ‘and fellow-CIC'ers to listen and
to understand what liberation is all about.What is keeping
us from responding? We don't lack good—w:ll. Lould it e
"din our free country that we are not as free as we beln.eve
omelves to be‘? Let me begin, ' .

. When I was a chllﬁ I theugh:b as a eh:.lﬂ. and believed
as a ehild, With m’y whole heart T sang our national a.xr’chem
-about our "sweet land of liberty" with freedom ringing from
avery mounta:.n—m&e. I pledged allegiance to the Stars and
' Stripes - concluding with theé words "one nation, under God,
with liberty and justice for - all®, My childhood Chrlstmn
Faith was similarly idealistic anﬁ uncomplicated, God was
all-powerful and lova.ng, Jesus was ‘my. friend - somewhat
\1:Lke Superman. He could and would solve oy problems for me.

As- I grew to adulthood I became aware that freedom m'

the USA existed -in & very wneven way., Uy religious faith

- has also grown and changed and deepened. This article dis a
brief attempt to deséribe my: ahang:ing percep‘tions of- iny
secula.r ami religlous fai‘bhs. :

As a g:.rl growing up in. :bhe USA I early realized that

men had fmch more fraedom than women, 'most of whose lives

'were narrowly defined in terms of wife, mother and consum-
I had %hree ‘bra-thers shose -expectations were very ‘Aif-

fferent “from mine. In %those days mo*bherho*od and a profes-

sional career were mutually exclisive; -fatherhood and- a

-career were co‘mgle‘cely compatible. The woien s movemetit

has made iae avzare +that my percep‘tums were ‘real and widely
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: ,fshared. Thrcugh the eyes of 'black fr:uends I 1ea.rned that

| black-Americans were also-very. unequal and unfree,. I de=
"'veloped -2 real gensitivity to their lack of equal acess to

- the American- dream in 'eivil rights,  social acceptance a.nd
equal opporbmties.‘rhere was little that I could do until
the Civil Rights. Movement formed acommum.ty of concern and ..
‘ irrvolvement., Educatlon was another area where freedom was
ambiguous Rehg:.ous authority figures had all the answers

- and my alternative newpo:.nt was denied. Thinking was some
times & subv'ersive and dangerous act. It seemed to me that
educat:l.on :t’or living in a democracy was very' undemocratlc.

It is d:L:t’ficult to pinpoint the exact t1me ‘when I be-
gan to inteéegrate my secular and rel:Lg:Lous life,. . My -brief
professienal life as a socialworker, prior to my marriage,

_had sensitized me to wide-»spread soc:.al pro'blems. Somehow
during my super-busy,narrowly reéstricted years as wife and
mother I began to redlize that modest social changes - wel

- fare, even legal reforms were very inadeguate. Problems
were gr.'ow:.ng mich faster than solutions.What was the Chns

: t:Lan respon.se‘?

o As my seven ch:le.ren grew up and as the Um.ted States

" became :anolved in a growing, incomprehensible military
conflict in S.E., Asia, I began to see enforced military.
service for young men as . another infringement of freedoin.
For whom and for what was I raising five healthy boys? How
daid other parents feel? I was 'beg:.rm:.ng to hear what the
young people were saying., For years I had,:.nternal:.zed the -
religious belief that the wvoice of  legitimate authority
was the voice of God. I began to have doubts. I reflected
on the Nuremburg Trials after World War IT ‘which revealed
»deep conflicts between ‘seculdar authority and individual
co,nsc1ence.My three oldest boys struggled with and o'btamed
the status of Consc:.ent:.ous Objectors. I was proud of them
and joined women's groups that were oppos:mg the war. I

D .was 1ea:m1ng From my ch:.ld.ren.

o I had always been a re11g10us person ana my 1nvolve-
~-ment in Sodality and later Christian:Life Commm:.tles has
had a growing 'but not: clearly-deflned relat:.onsh:.p to. my
--social -awareness. The ‘social encycl:.cals of Pope ‘John Ma—
ter et Magistra and Pacem in:Terris -were tummg points as
‘Was. Pomlorum Progress:.o of: Paul VI. My soc:l.al concerns

'_1‘8,;



http:hadagrow;i.ng

-

merg aﬁ.ao rghga.ous c«cmems,. eligian was more ’chan auat-
~“pie in “the sky when you .die" and :Ln‘caellec'bnal gggent Lo
,care\fully defined traditional doctrines. It was more than
faithfyl liturgical observance and “"charitable" band-aids
for gaping and uleera:bmg social sores., Religious faith
-dealt with more than tradition and :prom:.ses of immortality.
Forme God was continuing His revelation through human his- .
- %ory and currenmt events. .1 comsider the American ©ivile .
rights movement of the 1960*s and Vatican II as two reeent -
‘examples of God*s concern and continuing revelation in our
times. As 'Chra.sta.ans we neea to become more sems.t;ma ana
m:me respensa.va.; R

o A ma;or mmg gomt 4n -l:he mtegra;tion of my aecial, o
end reln.g:mus concerns was the year I syen'& in Brazil when
oy hus”band accepi:ed an appoa.n‘tmen'b &8s an exchange professor
at the University -of S3o Paulo.  TLittle did T realize that
. my ‘experience as an affluent . Amemnan in a developing coun
“try would. eduea'te me in the m;v it A@id. T loved Brazil,
Never had T - met fmch warm and hospitable ‘people. But the
aocasa&. contrasts were enormous and disturbing., I rsfusad
%o have a live-in maid and we did not own @& -car, We 4id
LU own marketmg.ﬂe saw htmgry peoply scavenging For food
-at the local markets and in .garbage-cans. Going to a movie
con- & demp winter &ay necessitated stepping over whole fam:.
1ies who had taken refuge in the theatre lobby. We maw mi-~
g'ant individuals and  families wearmg and carrying =11
“their possessions ‘because there was o low cost housing: ad
‘no. secure housing. In the company of :gubl:f.c ‘health ‘workexs
I visi’ted ‘some favelas. J began to perceive the economic
, miracle of Brazil as @ bomanza for American ”busmess-am B
- and well~to-do Braz:.ln.ans but -as @ disagter for the major-
ity who had substandard wages, ho decent ‘housing, ‘no right
%o form -umions or to bargain for better conditions.I began
%o evaluate the mozmting wevidence that the -gapitalistic .
-system was morally bankrupt ‘and macmS’clan. It gesmed to 1
‘be usinhg pecple as’ eas:.l:r,r re;placeable parts of the sconomic
‘@mch;ne.mhe enormous gap between rich and poor was ‘a’larga-
) scale Teprodiction of émerican social problems. There was. .
“po imaginable wey %hat %he ‘poor could better t?&emeelme& o
Ecanomlcajly they were s‘laves oi‘ *h}ze System. \

. Wlule we Weme ‘&here'*the “ lmazﬁy gtwemmem; ﬂghtaned
1ts sgrasp . % e clomng Universu:.es, "retinng“ competent -
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[;;professors, z_mpr:l.somng stud.ants w11:hout ‘trial The Church
-~ except for Dom Helder Camara - Bishop of Recife and & few
other voices, was 1arge1y s::.len‘l:, It presided at. many gov-

‘ernment functions and seemed by its silence to reinforce -

the’ ungus‘l: s'i;ea:t;us--cmon I longed for religious leaders to
- declare Cap:x.tahsm, as they had with Communism, an u.n;]us‘a

» system v:.ola't:mg hume.n rmgh*l;s a.nd destroy:mg rellgmous val

ues. - )

It 3.sd1ff1cu.1t 'bo deserlbe all of ‘bhe :Ln.fluences that

. have changed mé. The social encyclicals took on increased

meaning. My spiritusl. readlng and prayer became & daily re

- flection on current events., I was absorbing con’temporary
history in the light of my Christian faith and also as an
American with a growing dedication to "L:Lberty and Justice
for all®. mclud:mg the oppressed minorities in my own coun

Ctry as well as worldwide. My country and my country—men '
both at .home and abroad were supporting and expanding a
global capitalistic system based on "beg.garm‘thy— neighbor"
- principles which I mcreasmgly perceived as exploltatlve
-and .denying -of basic economic and humen rights. We have
been doing this as a "so-called" Christian nation without
any self—awareness or reflection on Christia’n ’valiles. ‘

My b:.ggest fmstratmn has been with religious people
, who could not share ny changing perspectlves. My religious
. values were shifting from institutionally decreed and rein
.. forced values to personal, gospel-oriented beliefs. God is
gtill transcendent but He is also very present in contem—
. porary history and is ‘calling me to take sides m’ch His
- Poor and Oppressed. . :

‘ ‘T have been descnbing my growing perceptlon of -bhe
. gAp between the my‘th or more charitably the -ideal of" free
dom in my- country and the reality of unfreedom as I have
experienced it.I believe that there is uncomscious slavery
| in America and that many of us Americans are its victims,.
We have a one-sided: view of our soecial, polltlcal economic
. and reln.g:.dua history.0ur Constitution was sigxed by white,

- - male slave-holders and their influence still persists. It
‘has tekem time and agonizing efforts for slavesto be freed
for blacks and women to obtain politlcal rights,for blacks,k .

_ women and other minorities ‘ho secure the beginning of full

human and economc r:.ghts., ’L‘his narrow v:.ew o:E freedom
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'po, ,,s t,,;s' narrew v,lew, ,eapec' g y .m op.r fore:.gn economic
: polﬁgy. Coe L . . , ..

Domesi;:.c economm pollcy is no he‘ttsr.'l‘here -V;a grow
“ing awareness +hat Americans -are trapped in an -economic
gystem which is. almoat totally manipulated by the mass-.
media and. ',dvert:,zmg. Many, perhaps most Amer:.cans mclud
ing Catholic Christians,are slaves of artificially created.
needg.v The prison is 1mmous and ‘+the bars are hidden,

Inmates -are  increagingly d.rugged with alccdhol, endless

,enterkamment and never-ending new consumer- "needs" There
- seems to be 4 parallel between the Russian version -of Soc:. :
ety in which people exist for ‘the State and +he American
version in -which people exist to-serve the Economic System.

'Alas - we are aware of 'bhe Russn.ans' Aaek of freedom, but
net our avm' . : : ~

T hewe sketched brzefly my pereeptmns of the myths
and realities of ‘human and- relz, jous fresdom in the USA, I
Hdoubt that my perceptions-are wz.ﬁely shared. Qur ensiave—
ment “to »our wyths and $o our consumer se:ca.ety ‘are so tobal
“that we ‘believe the myths and Teel that our enmeshment in
our wasteful, overconsumptive culture is some—-ﬁow b“iessed
by ‘God becav.se we are ‘s ‘hard-working., B . S

As for nm'self T am- slowly breaks_ng—tnreugn ‘and creat

- J.ng ‘ny own future in terms of more authentic - famly and
' humen velationships, better race-relations,  diminishing
: partian.paﬁmn in -the -consumer “rat-race", non—exploltatme
-economic’ rela’bmnshlps, ‘and attempbing ‘Go challenge and in
fluence tmgust social and political  structures wierever
. 'possible. I: ‘am actively looking for alternatives and T be~
 lieve HHat my secular and religious inmghts are ‘converging.
'.-I am ‘also Tooking for a cemmmnty in search nf “I.a.bartat:.om.

I an :beeom‘nng fz'ee i one sense, personally,‘.f‘ree m:hh

m the larger priscn, ‘of our American consumer Society. Ij‘

am also Tinding other “pr:.«soners" who ‘are taking 0ff ‘their
-chains and who are -choesing a simpler, 1essconsump~b1ve
life~style for humsn dnd Christian reasons. As of now,most
‘of those who thire with ‘me ‘bhese ideas "of 1beraiuo‘n are

not menbers of I8, They ‘are anonyhious ‘Christisns Within




‘and” w:x.'bhou'b the establlshed Chu.rches who share anewly—found '
gense ‘of mission to America, Some are returmed m::.ss1onar1es~
" 'all have had at -some point’ the - experience of oppress:Lon
- from insensitive ecclesial, social, economic or personal
" ‘relationships. For affluent societies this becoming free
“within the prison" might be considered a first step. The
discovery dnd formation of commmities who share this con-.
‘cept of liberation and who can exert joint pressures .for
‘attitudinalf a.n'd structural change - t’his is ‘a second s‘tep.

I often reflect upon the Exodus exper:.ence. Sometlmes
I feel as though affluent American Christians are all mem-
bers of Pharoah's court and are: incapable’ of hearing,seeing
and ‘doing anything about: their own enslavement and that of
minorities at -home and -of - people in develop:_ng countries
~around the world. We will do anything to help them except
. get off their backs. I have also been reflecting more -deep
-1y on Christ's mission to the people of His day.  His con=
cerns were with the humble and the downtrodden.His healing
" presence and messgge were a sigh of hope to the oppressed.,
Are Christians of the First World a sacrament or. 'sign of
Ghr:.st's con‘bn.nulng presence in the world 'boday ?

Let me conclude with a personal credo on 11berat10n
-whicéh reflects my ma'bur:.ng secular and re religious bel:.efs
~on liberation, :

T believe in Christ as Saviour and Liberator, .
" He came to prepare a place for-us in heaven,
but He dlso cares about our human existence"
and He urges His followers to share this concerm.
I believe that He is éalling us :
t0 be co-credtors of His kingdonm on earth,
‘He has given us free will -
and Hé does not interfere with our freedom .-
even our bad and blind choices. :
He lets us take thée .consequences of -our actions
yet welcomes us with open arms when we “turn-to Him- -
“asking -Him to replace our hear-ts of stone with 'I:ruly
human hear-ts.

I bel:l.eve tha'b as Ghr:.stians we are called to be
‘co-laborators -and co-—l:.berators with Christ




‘aalls us te be 2 s:agn of contra&ictmn

to oup ma*berlalist o, manipuletive society.

Our msm.on as %0 create @ Christian ceun‘iser—-culture
} ive persena’l a-t‘ha.tuaes, -

albernative Anstitutiondl models .
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MEETING OF A C.L.C.

by José€ GSELL

The style and content of a meeting of CILC certainly
figure among the most frequent questions that reach us., It
seems also profitable to us to reflect on this matter to-
gether. In this first article we would like to pose the

" question while supplying some elements of response, fully
realizing that these only partially answer <the questions
received. " But we would like-thus to invite our readers to

. 'a dialogue-~—especially those among you who have ar have had
- concern about the progress of a CIC.

Let us consider first of all this submitted question:
how and under what conditions does aCLC meeting contribute
“to the all-round formation and growth of. its members and
to the development of an apostolic commmnity? ¥Which are the
key elements that introduce, deepen and help the CLC's way
of life? How does the dynamic of the Spiritwal Exercises,
through meetings, remain the profound force that forms and
fashions members and communities with a view to mission?
These are different ways of formulating the same basic con -
cern: how to live every moment of the meetlng 1n ‘the har—
monious perspective of an. authentlc CIC.

Now that the question has- been posed, we must surely
admit that the type of meeting is not 1dentlca1 in differ-
ent stages of growth of a. CIC. On the contrary, it varies.
 Between one group of beginners anda commmity that several
yvears of existence have advanced towards its goal,we shall
find a gamut of meetings whose profile might indicate” a.
misplacement of accent and emphasis, as they responded to
the precise needs of. a stage through which +they passed.
This leads us to recognize, at the same time, a certain
number of permanent key elements, irtroduced and practiced
from-the birth of a group, 11ved through different stages,
acquired #@nd always -respected by the - experienced "CIC.




o

'\Gema‘:m of “bhese ;te ements,are %lwmd Etaned daw,n] at tlmes'

, *bhat‘s :msmsi;sd upon over s‘bhers~ in wmch case the adapta»
‘i:n.o;n of 2 pedagogy of formation is needed corresponding to
the auccess:we s*f;ages of progress. We shall not stop here
40 consider the different stages and their. content; we
| .shall publish in this regard the result of the work -of the
,'Forma:'blon Commssien, as soon 4s this group ‘finishes 4its -

Gua." p:x'esent dESII‘B is 'bo retum %o these. permanezzt key
. elemen‘bs, s0 48s to nnderstand more Ffully what they @reall
‘about. First of all, let us say that the meeting usually
has i:wo seci:;:.ons. one of prayer and one of . exchange ©f
. ldeas. Other elzemexzts gould be -added occasionally: 1nfm:'ma g
“tion om 2 situation, the study of a text or document,etc.;
but. the twe periods indicated above form the basic s‘bru.c—
ture, from which a process of growth can be developed for
bﬂth the individual and the group, It is. self—eva.dea‘t that

it is @lways necessary o have in ‘mind the FTferent menta o

lities and eultures in order to find the rlg‘a‘c and natural
way which perm.‘cs th:.s gram:h. “Hote ‘that we are daala.ng
with the level of & CIC that is ordmamly made up of 8 4o
12 people and that where ‘a group is. ELarger 1+ aan he su%-w
divided: :::nto sma’ler oel“ls,

‘ Prayer ;ﬁ'e,z'in‘d:. The mest umm.l :t‘arm of prayer is pr‘o’ba%lg »
meditation on 2 passage of Senpture,‘prskuslymaﬁe known
to Yhe members of the group. It is profitable %o begin by g
-reading it,then to leave ‘some time for silent personad med
-ifa%ion, a:f‘tfer wh:.ch each one in turn can simply stute the
" fruit he obtained from his meditation. This sharing,in the
_ atmosphere of peaceful contempla%mon is an experiment in
listening profoundly to ‘what goeEs -on within ‘oneself and

around himself. S0 83 to racbgnlze +he. workmg of $the S'olm‘i; L

';:.n oneself ana a.n o’hhers.

T is’ same’cmes helpful : espee:.ally et “the begmrmg
£ et

leémse, :z.a“ at the. s‘tar‘h ‘of & gro 3; smae pe{a«plae :haire ‘n@fﬁ
yet had the experishce of The Exerczs%s,, %he cheplain (or,
if theve is none, another experienced member) should help
‘them by giving then: some idea of the method tobe followed,
accerdmg -l:o wha.‘t +the Exercises have tosay in ‘th:.s ‘:z‘egara»
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, Thls prayer tlme,‘ ag- it has- just been briefly de-
sorlbed is most natural and normal, indeed most speciflc'
to a CIC, for it is directly rooted in our experience of

the Spiritual Exercises and, in that sense, supports each
_oné's effort at fidelity to medltatlon in the first places
“and then, the sharing among the members of the group con-
stitutes an exercise of fraternal mutual help towards a
- discermment that is more just and enlightened,while at. the
© seme time being a sign and guage of mutual.confidence.

-Buginess period. Before begmmnxng this con81aeratlon, let
us think for 2 moment about the necessary conditions and
the manner of proceedlng, ‘so that this period may be truly
. a means of growth for the individuals and for the communi-
ty.. The time allotted to business is for the sake-of ¢ ommuL
nication: each member communicates his own experience, his
reflectlnns in the same way that he commumnicated the fruiit
of his prayer. We are not speaking, then, of an exchange
of ideas or points of view, but a willingness to give some
thing of oneself and to accept what others give him. It is
by means of this communication that, little by little,each
one will be known just as he'is,with'his strengths and his
weaknesses, and that he will be liked [loved] for what ke
is, Such an exchange cannot take place unless there really
exists a climate of mutual confidence and acceptance of one
another. Likewise, this cannot develop unless all practice
listening to each other respectfully. My llsteniﬁg, is it
of the same quality for all? Or rather am T more distrac- -
ted,perhans negative, with regard to this or that one that
T have pre-judged? The repeated exercise of listening, of
acceptance, of trust towards all, practiced with honesty,
leads on the path of fraternal 1ove.

Here aga1n, the 91mp1est wayiw go about th;s exchange
‘will be to introduce it in tumm, letting each one take his
turn at expressing his experience on the theme that is the
object of exchange. Thus each one will find his place spon .
taneously in +the commmity. He will discover that he has
something to say, that the others accept his experience,
‘and in the work of the others he will recognize the deep
~gcho of his own experience. This way eof- introducing the
4 exchenge avoids the polarization around one or two people.
It will be easier, after this raund table, to follow this
‘exchange with a general -plans some clarlflcatlon questions
could help for a better comprehenszon- the experzences eXw
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N pressed ;:w:i.ll gemit a more complete and enl:.ghtened execn-'
tions and finally and especially,by means of’ The - excha.nges .
‘there mll ‘appear, lrbtle by little, = the. way that "Jesus
‘personally came closer and walked along the way with them" .
(Ik. 24, 15). For, the goal of these exchanges, - which are
- exactly the oppesite of a-discusgion,is precisely to aeepen

‘within us, by means of respectful llstenmg and absolute

‘ V,d:.sponl‘bilrby, the sensitivity to movements in the life of

‘the Spirit, so as to discern His presence and His call and
to accept them, This regular, personal and communitarian
fdiscermnen'b is a goal of +the CLC, and the meetmg time" -
should, by its style and content, not only permit it but
- also introduce it,practice it, rest in it. Personal growtn.
and the development ©of the eonmnmi’cy will goon permit one .
to da_stwguish the various functions of the c¢ommunity, show

ing its members the path of service, helpmg them and guar
. ‘anteemg their mlssion,reflnlng Their sense of the Church

. etc. But. all these functions have asg fo*undation the ap-t:L-
-~ tude for true alscerzmen'h “that the Exerc:.ses precisely give.
us, * Not every’chmg in us and around us comes from God.
. There are different .spirits, and oné must Imow Chra.s‘t :.n
‘order 't;o s-bzek close to Hinm and to ’«Ims work.

, What do’ 'the exchanges deal w:.th‘? We can glve hére only
-gonme very general outlines, which thereby will not be saw
,tzsfyi.ng ‘But let us simply introduce a reflection, and it
- will -be completed by your contr:.butlons anﬁbyfurther work"
- ‘documents, Let us say, *I:hen, in & general way, that the ex

 changes ofabeg:umlng group will deal essentially with the»
- way of life of the CIC's and their integration in the life
of: their- members. In other ‘words, what are the. proposed o
tinerary and . the - prmcmpal charactemst:.cs‘? A person. who

enters a CIC must recognize and experience this itinerary

50 as to be able to opt for this way or, on the contrary,
to leave it freely if it does not seem to be his vocation.

It is the moment to - exchange ideas on the direction. of our
 life, 4o discover what obstacle exists in us to a full
life, . t0 root ourgelves in prayer, {0 z‘ecogxiza the call
of Christ, to experience the support of the fratermal com-

L manity, 'bo Jdearn to discern and to recoamize the conditions

required for a . true ‘decision, amid the mul'ka.ple daily
choices or where theére is a more :_mporl:ant option that can
"be placed before one or other member of the group.Finally,
to advance towards the responsible ‘decision regarding -the
mission in the world.’ Each of these characteristic points

.';z"‘{'
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"of our relatlo S wif h. bthers the union betweén “ou
) and OUI‘ llfeco.to

) Once roo*ted in l‘ts spec:.flc way of l:Lfe the CLC w:.ll
try to find out: how it  should gerve. Its exchanges will'
deal m’bh the concrete local situations, the discernment .
of  the action to be taken or promoted, the mu,mal “help. and’
suppor'b that will make “l:he best poss:.ble response to the
;m:LSS’- on recognzzed.

. Perhaps’ e should recall, as we come 'ho *hhe end of
this first outline that other art:.cles and - work: '
will com;ple'ke, that no matter what the s’cage ‘of grow*th of
a person or conmunlty, the conten'b of the- formatlon (and
-+ thus of the meeting as a means of formation) is always to
- ‘be: found 31; the :mterlor of the global pro;]ect of the CLC'S. .

more weight 'to others wh:.ch correspond 'I:o the need,s of the ,
group at :L'ts level of developmen‘h., The ms""stence on a
given point is not .realized by exclud:mg the others. Those
in-charge will have on the- contrary, the du*l:y b0 place and
order each stage always towards- the goal soughts

mation of apostolic men and conmmltles,, ammated by thef 7
_dynamic of the Splrltual Exercises, answering the call .of

‘Christ and the Chu:c'ch 1n 'bhe mldst of the world in’ which

= they live.




