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o LQrdourGod, Fatherar,r,d Friend of: men, 
you willed to reoonoile,alLhuma:t'lity " 
in your Son, JesU$ Chr:l16t,who has died and risen, 
and' in this wayreoonoiled aJ.l,men among themselves,_ 
Hear the prayer of your people ixithis year, 
of graoeand salvation.. , 

May your Spint of lit'~and of holiness 

renew ·us in the Vlary depths of ,oUr heart 

by 1lliiting us, .in the ,w1:iole of ,our lives, 

with the Risen Christ, our, Saviour and our_.B,~c:)ther. 


On nia.rohwith allChril;ltians 

on the· road of the Gospel, , ' 

may we ,fai1;lit'ul. to the t eaolrlng of the Church, 

andattel1t:i:veto1;lle:q.e~ds:of'our brothers" 

'beco~agentsiof 'reoonciliat~on; , 

'Unity~d:peace. 


,. 	 Make fruitful. the efforts of all those " 
who work for t;b.e service of men•. 
Be the hope and the light 
'of all wl1ose.ek yoU. without knowing you, 

and of, those, wl;to, ~owing you, 

seek you mO,re and more. ' 


Forgive our ,sins,strengthen our faith, 

st:ir our, hope, inoreaseour love. 

Grant that we may live "in the steps'of Jesus, 

as yoUr dearly loved children. 


May your Church, with the mother,ly help of Mary, 

be,thesisn and saorament OfsalvatiQnfor all men, 

so that the world ma.,ybe.1ieve 

in your love andyacirtrath. 


Father,all-good, 

hear the prayer that you Spirit inspires, within us 

for yourgJ.ory and. the salvation of all, ' 

through Jesus Christ f your Son and our· Lord,. 

who is thi:! way, the truth and the life, 

forever and ever. Amen..' , 
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AFR,ATERNAL EXOHANGE 

. The "Liberationll seri.esfor this year, as youkllow, 
alte~tesbetween anacoountofan;aotion,forliberation, 
and a .. oritioalanalysis9f • that acoount byanoth¢~CLC 
team. Today then" we give our. reao.t:ions to' the artiole, 
,rLiberat"1on Effo:vt 'In .a· Rural Milieu" in· the. May P.aOGllES­

.SIO. Of aourse you will ·wani;firstto.reread that artiole 

before. going on to our oritiqueof it •. Four pOinte in the 

a.ccount especially impre.sfl'edus. . 


.. First, the fac!tthat it ia anexperienoa.in 'a rural 
setting, . since in many ;parts' of 'the world a large part of 

. the pOpuJ.ationliveeand labors -: often within a etruoture 
%-iddled with injusti.ce '... on the land. Our' e:fforls for lib.... 
ei-atioll sometiInes take too . Utile aocount of this :fact.. .,' - . 

The experience is one, too, o:fefforts.at reform 'wit!!. 
in an ecoiesial struotUre. It l:dghJ.ights a' tru.th stressed 
by the .last World SYnod of Bishops : that efforts for jus­
tioe must. begin with assuring justice within the Church it 
self. Nor 'isitslllllg or "holier-than-thou" to speak of and 
to work for the re'form f)f the. church" as long as we keep 
in lllind the dictum' of' Karl Rahneri'- Le1;:the cdtiaalways 
remember tbat he is . part of what's wrong with the Chu.z.ch. 
And wisely, . the Margosatubig effort drew on :t-ecent. 'out-, 
standing Church documents to help orient ita activity• 

. The account is surely an excellent example of the 
l,d.hd 'of collaboratiC!n needed. in: e:fforls for' justice" and 
that in several Ways. A lay-priestly team worked together 
in spearheading the action, and that is in 'the best ,CLa .. 
tradition. Again,' t:he 'approach used was not' one eft doirig 
things for the poor, but from the' .start aimed 'rather at 
collaborating with. the pbor and involving them in efforts 
-to free themselves.It is the. only valid and effective meth 
cd. .Lastly, the -aboliti9n of diacrimination referred t'O 
was in the same-spirit, aimed at furthe'ringa..< Church not 
o:frich only or.poor only, but of all~'UD,j,vereal Church. 
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The wise use ef intrediletory formaef the Spiritual 
ExerCises ili graduany mere 'intense ferms was sUrely a mas 
ter streke. On the ene hand, it gave a certam stability-;­
balanc,e and, depth to. the effprts fer greater. justice and' 
truer o'emmunity•. On theeth!'lr, . it ,undoubtedly was the i­
deal step toward eventual fermatien ef'~. CLC, silioe Chris­
tianLife Cemmunities soolea:i:.'ly draw thi:dr inspiratien and 
d~sm frem Ignat~.spirituality. . 

CLCmembers and readers prebably woul"d have feund the 
acceunt even mere helpful ;t·f mere had .been said ef the 
methods used to. ~chieve,the'results. Especially it weuld 
have been useful to. have merefil::tfermatien en hew the two. 
initiaters, and,later the la,rger .greup,used discernment 
to decide ,ameligthe va!'ious eptiens at differ~ntsta:ges. 

One question that came to. us was what efferts had 
been made to. induce the wealthier parishie~rs and the 
"status-seekerl:!u' to. take part in, the develc:pillg. Chril;ltian 

. cemmunity and its deepening spirit and cemmitment,and 
With what success. Perhaps some cf'these .peeple stayed a-' 
"waybeoause theoc,mniuD.ity was becom1ngteo Christian fer 
their 'tastes. Bo.t were there others whe,' like Zacheus , 
were able to. be attraotedby a truly Christlikeapproaoh ?' 
.It woUld be gc'odte m()w. 

Filially, we weuld have liked to. learn. mere abeut just 
hew the gradually develeping IIceregreup" eventually. led 
to. the lau11.ching ef a· CLC., Perhaps no. mere was said b~ 
cause this prccess had.~ cnly., just pegan.At any rate, the 
last sentence· ef the article, with i-ts reference to this, 
tantalized us, and left us with a desire and need to>knew' 
mere ef what teck: place later• 

. m sum, we find the article·· truly helpful.in. many 
-vvaysas an experience Qf eff9r.tsat .liberatien. It alerts 
U.s t,e theneedt:ei' effcrts:,1nsectcrs We semetimesneg­
iect, and shews how a tru~:teamef.fc;rt cf. cCll1m:ttted~em­
'\::lers ef the ChurOhcan, . while achieving .. greater justice 
and· truer Cl1:iJistian. ceIllIinmity, stimulate at the 'same time 
the growth of a Christian Life Ccmmunity·. 

* 



COMl'lON:rTY" EVALUll ION 
. , ' 

DyIng~boZ;g von G~;E!fSTEIN 
Not a Trlckof .Tecbnique, but Serious Business 

..A:rrl;icles. on. e:valua,ti.on in the two last, issues of PRO'" 
GRESSIo--boththB.t on fts theoretical basis (January,1974) , 

, and 1ihat' . giving a person~1.witness '(MarCh; 1974) :.:.,...;·made 
clear that in achieving'a growing unity' between' fai:th life 
andhu.man life(Gene~l Principles, 3),' the, practice of a 
permanent watchfulness plays a key, role., 

" !Ji meditation~ i tuin. consciously to the cal;L and the 
action ,ot GOd 'as I' already mow, him, thanks to the discov:'" 
ery of him made earlier in' the Word and :in Scripture. My 
aim in doing this is to welcome him with all my being,. and 
t.o let myself ,be laidhQld of :and tran~formed b.Yhim.But 
inor9,erto f.i11.d God not onl;y: in prayer as such. and, intb,e 
revealed word but- l'inall,things",'.I .mu.at1earn to meet 
him in the entire,~-facetedrealiti of'm.y life. ' ,This 
watchf'll.l turning to 'hiJ!tashe confronts me' :in the events, 
and situations of life :in ever-new and:. ever-fresh ways, is 
achieved directly and above all through the practice of 
daily evaluation~ This exercise tends .to ~pen us up' to ,'all 
the happen:4lgs'of the 'day, and to become a sort of contin­
uing alertness ,that accompanies the actions themselves~ In 
the timebf the evaluation itself this then is simply' dee~ 
aned andrenawed, under the eyes of God and the, in:t'luence 
of his eall. ' ' 

. , 

But God calls us not only as isolated individuals.• It 
is alsO as a community 'that he calls us and sets us on his 
path. And so tiI.a.t he can' lead us along this path, we mu.st· 
learn to hear his new inv;itationto the next step and, 
"promptly and readily" tak", it. Moreover, linked to God's' 
call there is always 'a missioner "sendingll , ,but one that 
-,;..just as :in the life of, indirl.duals-"beoomes conorete on­
ly step by, step. as revealed through oiroumstanoes • There~ 

fore thismissionI!lllst not only be carried Gut faithfully, 
but aiso listened to as something alwa.ys newandredisocrf... 
ere.d in i'tspresentform., 

It is a prerequisite, then,' if' a. community of se~rvice 
in.the Church, is to; fulfill its task, that of "bril:ltLng 

http:e:valua,ti.on


worldU 
, 

be able t()readand to decipher the "signs' of the times" ~ 
Oo~ity:evaluat:£on isnot;just a.form that the community 

.' goesthrougn, perjiain:i;ng oniY.to it, but a continual help, 
'. a.sa cOllll:lIUnitY:fn the /midst,of tlie many facetsofe:x:is- .' 
. tence:"to remain in him". Tt~. purpose is to, a.id us,' in the 
fac:e of the demands oftim:e, of Situations, Of needs,>qf 
difficu,lties, and often 9ven>of total impasses; to hear 
his'calland to answer it • .Pnly through' suchaoontinuing . 

. efI'o:rtof discernment will onearrive, not'jus't"a.t "doing 
some good" .. according to,one"s own ideas, rut to· discoVer 
contiimallyttwnat is more urgent and universal",andtoe!, 
ploy in it all one's strength, . while never ceasing to ask 
wilat'God wishes, in the 'moment ahead. Itisolily in this 

. way that 'a Ohr1&tian Life OOmniunity can live to thefuJ.l, 
a.s a cOnm:t1.lnity, the dynamic, of the Exerc.ises.......olily if :In 
its1'lIl1tual relations, its reflection and. its action it 1'112, 
ces itself before God, who, "leads 1;1S out i,ntothe deep'i~' 
iiitallowsitself".,to be called by himcontirlual1y. and 
anew;~ and if it is willing to let itf:!.elf be led toward men, 
in the different.sitUations and taskstnat .he assigns.' 

Different· Forms 'of Evaluation 

A . first meth9d.of·the 
. with.ea:chotherof the 

outpEid.hga.conmnmity evalua.tion . examination in the 
strict se.nse, i tis stiil somethmgimpor:tant,;fClI' the f'irt-i:tre 

'of the group. De.pending on how frecfuentlyit is done, it 
'can cover a certain part of ~hetime that has·elapsed,.or 
all of it. . Examples woUld be on the occasion of a monthly 
reflection in common., or as.a. "listening 'group" at .the' be­
giniiing of a Euc:b.a.ristic ,celElbration.It ,can ~lsope 'linked' 
with ,a specific themE3' .as fo:t-example- thatof,lreconCilia­
t.ion" in connection withWor:).d" CLO'Da.yofcthisyeaI<, with 
a.n exchange an the evaluat ionHnat each one:nasmaCl,eof how 
ha.has contributed to rec'onciliationinliis activities·,his 
attitude and ,his. conduct during this yea.r~Again, 'it can 
serve as an.'introduction to a' discllssionon urgentp'rob­
lems, .as for:.example thoseof social struct:uresor pf t en­
sions in theCb.urch.Discussionsofthistypeeasily lead 
either to hopeless resignation,or to putting the blame. f9r 
the evil on' others. A mutual exchange, then, of thepo~i­
tiveand negativee:x:periencesofeachonecanaffoI<d a .fine 
basis~forobjective dia:;L?gue. it .keeps .onefromtranSferrine; 



the 'blame to~ othersor' shielding p:;leself (through arguments 
that. OItlilurges with oneself or with others)" from a co-re­
sponsibil:i:j:;y that is. real even if not admitted. Iri. a more 
.general way,this kind of ,evaluation is already a first bas 
is for mtlWal trust, encouragement and appreciation: each 
one can be 'Wi.tnessaf' how others are ai'lare of their weaknes 
es and their faults, and how they show their f~ith and 

. their hope in the Mercy of. God. 

Along the same line, .qu.tfocused· on the existence of 
the: group as acoillnltU:i.ity t ist.he .evalllationof the regular 
~ther;pss of the members, eB~ecially the evaluation ofa 
long series of meetings. In. order topI'ofit as much as pos 
sible. from .each meeting,' .and not to: drag along a whol~ 
chain of problems j misunderstandings and even stagnation, 
it is important that each member of the group in his own 
personal exa:minatiolfSof'conscience go over .toothe meet­
ings spent together. He should then ask himself questions 
such as theseabouthls. own way of acting and r~acting : 
- How did, I prepare for the. :rneet~tand.how was my partic! 

:pation in i t1 .' . . 	 . 
, 	-During themeetlllg what. 1nf'luenced me Or struck me? 

-To what degree did I succeed in taking . part in it? 
- What role did ! play in i t1 Why? What.influ.ence did that 

have on the others:,?.. ... 

In. the same way, questions like these about the group 
as. a. whole': . '. . ­
... Who areth~ .onesthatparticipated most fully in the meet' 

. :i.ng? That participated the least? Was therea:n:y'one :who d~ 
ing the. meeting·llcopped outll and. didn't reallY take p3.rt? 
Ano..wb;y? Or'9.nyonewho wasonly ttmarginal-"?' Or whose at ­
.titUde·~snot really serious? . 

- :Were there co:Dflicts that arose? Or other conflicts that _ 
were there below the surfa~e . though they didnttbreak. out'? 

;.. Were we rea"dy .to listen to'each other; to reflect and to 
decide together?... . . . 

A secondstepwou.ld be ~opcit to use the ~esults gar­
nered fromsuc.h a reflection. That is,to,dialogue-With one 
or other of those with whom; iI had conflicts t or whose at ­
titude or thought was not .clear to me. To bring upinth~. 
next meeting a precise point in reference to one of these 
matters.Or again,to communicate to' the leader of the group 
how this .or that me~hodw()rlced for me--a,nd, as far as I 
cauld . judge-f.or the·others. 
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It is . a matter, then, by'means of the evaluation made 
by eaCh,O'ne 'of the' grO'upin general, O'f'livil'lg"together, in 
a mO're consciO'US way the develO'pment of the comMunity as 
such. The pUrpose O'fthis is 'to' O'vercO'me' di'fficuliiies as 
quickly as possible • Or, if it ,is a. questiO'n O'f prO'blem~ 
that are . related to' alO'nger and deeper crisis in the, group~ 
to' learn to' live with them,. and to' pray about them,mO're 
cO'nsciously. 

In this latter situa.tiO'~, it is pa.rj;icn.larly help:euJ., 
in certain circumstances, to' examine to'gether alonger.PO'rt 
ion O'fthe grOup'sexistence;cO'vering a definite ;periO'd of 
its lif'e" This .COuld be dO'neO'nan evening setasidefO'r 
this, 0'1' in a we.ekendO'freflectiO'n~ ThislO'oking baekO'n 
the ensemble is. indispensable when the' cO'mpO'sitioZl O'fa 
grO'UP has changed, in order to' recO'gnize tendencies and 
deveiopmen:t;s.: It' fs essential at such a. PO'int that the 
groUp rediscO'ver itself, and this is achieved better and 
mO're rapidly.by 'an evaluation. . 

The best methO'd to'usefO'r such a CO'~l lO'O'king~ 
back depends O'n the concrete' situation. In a:oy. event, it 
ought to be 'PO'ssible,afteraitime fO'r personal refleciiion, 
to have a l.isten1ng g:J;'oUp in: whi9h each one expresses his 
own refleotiO'ns ;a.ndthen,aft~r qUestions O'f clarification, 
a dialO'gue .O'n the 'main problems that' have been raised.. An­
otlJ,er way W,ou1.iibe thi~:. ,if'fa member of the group see$' ,a 
specificil!toblem with reprd,:to the group's life and acti!. 
ity atthe'presentt'imeand Wishes to' 'bring it up,he could 
first, quite~impii,present; :it. This would befollo.wed by 
a time, :to'r.~eflectionwhere,':in quiet and in prayer, each 
qne wo1+ld examjneand ponder>what he hadjustheat'd;a.nd at 
the end,each WO'uld, give his rimpression' or his. View O'f the 
poilat iZlquestioZl. Then wou.ldfO'lloWalon:gerpa¥lii!e, dur­
irig whicheachwO'uld pondertl1e different ,'aspects (0'1' the 
sUr};ll"ising'similarities) that surfaCed among the impres­
sions and points, O'fview set fO'rth; . and, then a free ex­
change -wO'ul.d fO'llO'w. :Tbj,s'methO'd, however, should be used 
only 'on condition tba:ttheone who. raises the, pI'O'bliemdeels 
free as regards himself .and tl1egronp, sothlit..hecan in 
all honestY expos.e . his .diffibulties and .take ,the risk.<tha.t 
oppositionmtght develol?In the same way, ,the members of 
the< group ought, for this method, to' have attamea.<already 
a cert:a.in Itdispon1bilitylt or readiness :to liSten ·,to . each 
othe.r, to considercalm1y specific proposals and, to allow 
themselves to be .called inq'lles';ion bytheri. 
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It it is not 'a 'matter of dealing with a specific prob 
lem,.'bu,t of appreciating b,etter together the. muttial relat= 
ionships with;in the community, one could arrange a kind o,f 
discussion or "feed-back" on attitudes ,arid conduct in. the 
group. After a.pause, perhaps of :prayer" each one presents 
.inctumw;h.!;l.t occurs to him as regards hisoWli conduct: in 
the group,and perhaps as regards that of the group ,in gene:;:, 
al.Tnis techniciue stimulates a concrete exchange on diffe:;:, 

.' 	ent topics, and e.achonecan draw much profit from it. The 
facility of .:j.ndividual memberst.o enter into relaticm With 
the community, anli so, the possibi::).ities of cOlla.borat1on. 
within it, a~ heightened. In addition, this resUlt tends 
to have' an influence on a.ll one's human rela.tions, even out 
side the group-",:,on one's attitude in one t s profession or 
elsewhere.It is possible too that- ,this method may cause to. 
surface problems and tensions of a deep sort that up to now 
were repressed. In. this wayan important step is taken,to­
wards good understanding'. within. the c"ommunity~' . 

The question might be asked: does such a.n'evaiuaiiion of 
cOlllllIllliity11ving 'lead 'directly to 'clearing'obstacles away 
~dtca.better serVice,or does it on the contrary seem-to 
increase the obstacles by. causing ·oraccel1tua.ting a crisis? 
'In any case ; this vieWing in retrosp~ct the path that a 
group bas traveled is muchmore' than a: group-dYnamics anall. 
sis of a .. aituation,. even if, at the begimling, this. can 
lend to, it a certain attractiveneas:.Itis a matter, rather, 
of 8:cotmmmity understanding better the j,ourney that it has 
ta.ken, . the obstacles encountered,' the mistakes made on the' 
way;as, well as the.next Step to take in order to finli again 
the right direc.tion. That direction leads'towards God ,and 
towards the "muititude II , that 'is" toWard the tasks for, 
which God wishes to, make uEle of our co~ity. 

, , 'This relationship of the community evaluation to ser­
vice becomes still more d.irect arid more evident 'in the 
forms of'it'that highlight the commitment of the communii;y. 
:ger,El it is' Cluestion, to start with, of an evaluation, done 
by the community, 'Of' an act.ion of a member who asks the ot!:., 
ersto examine with him both the facts and his response to 
them, so as to perceive more clearly theirconsequences,anli 
to profit in futureundert-akings by the experiences of the. 
past. To 0.0 this iile methodical way, one could follow he.re.· 
the three steps of the,. '''reViSion of life": listen, discern, 
respond. 

-	 9 
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:sut . it 'Can a;tso inyolve:wei~t~ether'¢'si~tion 
'lived Dy.all•. For 'example, one com;unityniathave Und~ta!. 
en a',project ,to sensitizepubIicopmionw;thre~dtothe 
problem of abortion, or may bave~ieipatedin' a demon""­
stration With regard to~it.· '>Inanothergroup,asa resUl,t 
of its reflection together,~' some. ;families have taken 
charge, ,during their vacatiollS,of children in 'institutions 
Slld without parental care .whatq,ue.$ttonsaris'e now as reo..· 
gards.the individw:l.lsipvOlV~d'as a result of their exper!. 
ences?What q,uestiona now pose themselves to thecOllllllUhl.ty 
as such? It would be useful. if each ()ne;.afterhaving±n a 
listenillggroupgiven his. positive and negative 'experienc­
es, tried to. set forth the problems a.ndquestions that he· 
hSdto pose to ,the group. There CQuld .bean opportuni-ty 
for questions ofclari;rication.Then time woUld be given 
for refle9tionon what had been presented.Througb. dialogue 
the group would d,eterm.inewhich questiQnsshouldbe taJoon 
up by the grouP:s.s such~ ThEm the .cQmmunitywould tr;vto 
see wheredecis:i.ons'ought t6. be takf3n,. and'l!hat action 
wO'l.lld be m9st useful .. in the.. long run.. Finally an effort 
would be made to> ,decideho~. best to,'gointo the .other ques 
tiona ;usua.lly. the best way :rorthis. is by.. a .free exchange 
oftil,e whol~ group, p~rhaps· too in part msub-groups•.For 
example, tlieuse of books or'articles on the subjectc,ould 
be looked into~or whether on a specific topipaspecialist 
should.. be'invite<l to talk to, the grOllI'. Or whether a coIllYl1!!. 
nity. deoision on it ought to be done in.a deliberation as 
su'Ch,andprepara.tion for this beinitiated~. • Anevalua­
tionOf thetypeheredescrib.ed is surely needed when a. sp~ 
cific cormnii;ment Of the group'has achieved certa.in resUlt, 
and the question ]lOW arises as to whether it ought to, be 
cont:j.nued or, b~causeQf a~ne\'l ob1.1gationor some'newUT­
gency, di~Mntini;ied. ' 

This' then gives a brief glanc~ at dif.ferant forms Of 
community evaluati()ne Onenrlg!lt here .wellaskh1mself.this 
questionr. what is there;J.ationbetween thespecif'ic forms 
ofevaluationmentioiled,' ana the stl!ge~ offQrrpation of 
a.community, ortpesituat,ion it is. in. This imPortant t 0:2. 
1c ~s alrea~ t(juche<loti in th.e . preparatory mat'erials for 
the G-eneralAss.ezl!.b1yof Augs~g '73. tt1s bei:p:g. pUrsued 
in tlie WQrkof the. Formatiol1Commiss'ion, and no doubt ech­
oe'softhat effortWil,l . befbr,e long find their way :inlio 
PROGRESSIO. . , 
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Let 'a get acquainted ••• 

CHRISTIAN' LIFE COMMUNITIES 'OF SRI LA1iK:A (CEYLON) 

by Patrick PERERA, S'.J: 

Sri ~a is ,an island ili' the,' tndian Ooean of South 
Asia. It is 270 miles ,in length - no;Mh to south ... and l40 
miles in width.It is separated from India oniy by.s narrow, 
~hallow strait,' 22 'miles wide. The ;powlation stands at 
12 1/2 miilions and iricreases at.a.n annual rate 0:[2.4%.' 
Of this total pOl;lUlation',about 66.5% are Buddhists, 18% 
Hindus, 7% Muslims, and 8.5% Cllris:tians. It is significant 
to note that .nearly 60% of the popu~ation is under the age 
of 24. 

Si:nhalese is the ta.nguage spoken by the :rp,ajorityof 
the people of Ceylon. English though still widely spoken 
is graduaily.beingpushedout with tp.~ introduction of the 
national It:Ulgtia.ges. Tamil is ,the language of ·the largest 
minority in Ceylon. 

Sri Lanka was " declared a republie in 1972 and the 
ruling political power, made up of the three political par 
ties so as to form a United Front, has committed itself to 
a policy of building a democratic socialist society in which 
it is hoped the people will, enjoy', a greater sense of· equal 
ityand th.e di'gnityof economic freedom~The means to bring 
this about were drawn up in the form of a Five-Year Plan. 
But so far due to various problems within and without pro­
,gress in achieving this has ,been retarded. ,Asa result~ 
tensions have bUilt up in the various levelso! society.' 

. youth are divided. Unemployment,esp'ecially amoD.g: the youth 
has inereased. The growth of new families has raised pro­
blems in housinga.nd arise in the. cost. of living. All 
around, in the Church of sri Lanka and in secular institu,­
t'ion~, there is mu.ch unrest andtmcertainty with regard to 
the future. ,In this situa.tion and' context, the ChUrch here, 
and therefore· all Christian action, groups, have a vital 
role to play in infusing huma.n - Christian valUes into 'all 
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arl;las'ofpeople'slives:, spiritual, polit1cal,economic ,and 
social. Thus they could be a. leaven in this new, growing, ' 
socialist society which is taking a. new direction and there 
fore will definitely commit its pe<;rple to a new pattern of 

~ living. 

OUr Christian tife Comirnmities: Then 

, 0Ilr Christian Life Movement in Sri:t.a.n:ka, as a· Chris..,. 
tiaIi action group, striving to translate the mission of the 
Church into concrete terms o~ development of the whole man 
and of all men,has come a long Way from viIlat the SQda.lities 
of our Lady., as they were ,called then, were 'ten years ago. " 
At that time Fr.R.Chiriatti, S.J. had the pioneering task 
of'structuring a Nat,iona.l Federation. With the, ap;proval of 
the hierarchy,Diocesan Federations were established, too~ 
f~st in Colombo, then in 'other dioceses, and priesisnamed 
to promote them.' ' 

. With the Common Rules a.xl,d Bis Seculan. togive,guid~ 
ance, several groups with a large membership sprang up. Bu.t 
perhaps dUe to . the stress on forms of devo:t;ion to Our Lady 
,and theempbas1son personal ,sanctification given in the 
Common Rul-es, ,our groups :for the most p8.rt' tur:!:ted out to 

,be' pious' ,associations without sufficient-' dynamism ,or in­
fJ,.uence in the milieu in which they, flourished. BeSides, 

,these grOups tende,dto attraot more girls and women than 
boys and men. Today the, situation is much better. This is 
especially due to,tbeefforts of the then Nati ona.l Assist­
ant as well as to the chlinge Clf the name of oi.lrmovement to, 

,(f~L.a. and the new orientation our groups have received 
from the liv;i.ng out of the General Principles.' ' 

, . ," , 

_ ,At our Almua.l C.L.C •. convention in 1969, the National 
Federation, decided+ to foUo~ the Worl~ Federation of aLe 
in adoptillg, the new, na.mefor i tS,Federation. Almost all 

,,the groupsjwith: rare' exceptions, have now accepted the ,new 
nanie. liso, inany groups are finding tlle neWllEllllexnore me~ 
ingful and easier to relate to their lives., And we are 
findi.l+g that 'our Movement now is beginning to attract more 
youth' than before, as the ;apostolic aims are now more 
$tressed. ' , (continued page ,17) 
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Today there are', 124 groups nth >an averagEI membership 
,	of about l~ persons per J1l1it eerring five dioceses. Of this 
~ber over, 6Q%are youth groups .. The transition from the 
COIllIllonB:u.1es t,o the, General Principles has beenslow.There 
are still groups that 'find it difficult to adapt themselves 

, to the new' orientation of . Vatican II as envisageClin the 
General Principles. The growing consciousness of the illSde 
quancy of oUr grOUps' blunderstanding the full.impl:tcat i6ns ., 
of the, G.P. ,has led to a greater desire to go deeper into 
the G.P. and to see' how 'these can be a.pplied to the local 
needs of each grOup and milieu. Asa result of this need, 
the National Fed~ratiott was able to' organize for the' first 
time an intense. course of two days on tb.e s~dy·of, the Gen 
eral Principles. The results were satisfactory. It is hoped 
that the ,leaders who attended this seminar Will organize 
for their local groups s:iJnilar seminars and foster a desire 
iritheir llJembers' to ,stuay more intenaely the Principles , 
and sa motivate them ,in their dai1ylj:ves to a better ser­
vice to the larger c,onmm:iity. ' 

Probl'em.s 

, One of our difficulties J::asbeen how to help Otlr 'groups 
• be "col':ll!!1tmitarian" in their outlook and attitude. Isup­

pose this Will be a task continually to be aimed at by em- , 
phasising this setU3e of Cb~ty th.:t"ougb. our spiritua.l 
and apostolic pro~s. This will encourage' -and create 
opparttmitiesfor personal contacts of members,friendships 

,am,ongthem, morE! collaboratioJ:l, in their work and, cOllDD.on 
,a:postola.tes. We still find ,this isolation of our groups,a 
so~of, "live-and-Iet-l:ive 'l a.ttitude, cOncerned more about 
,the sense of "association"and adherence to juridical strue 
tures tb.S.n aflexiblecommuiUty setU3e where' the spirito! 
lmi-tyin diversity stands out in 'a! connmmity of persons.. 
With the stress now being given to this aspect in formation, 
there is a gra.dual,awakeJiing to the meaning of community, 
moving away from a too seli~centred, !la.rr,ow outlook, in our 
spirituality. ' 

, Another serious difficulty, d'1,le I think in large mea!!, 
ure to ~ gn;ve economic situat:l,on plus the indifference 
of, certain grQUps,has been the poor' response of bur groups 
to ,support the National, ~ederation financially. Though. an 
a.mJ.ttal subsoription of' RS .. , 25/= per group (for adul.ts) and 
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Rs. 20/jft; (:t~r'YQ'\l:tht-grOupsis Levied,>wehav~foandit ex 
treme~.;difficultto get our groups to be f~iallycom= 
ndtted:Due to this we have been compelled t.o appeal to. the 
:B:LshopS'con:ference for 'wlannual subsidy to help our move­
mentin its. conwitments~I thinktb.a.t with a proper moti"l1'8. 
tion and a. sense of .community,we spall be" ab~eto overcome 
th1Ei prabl.em•. 

.OttrOW':~'rhe ,FU.ture 

Our cOuntry,b~il'1..g in "!ihe 'rhird Worid, is in, a conti!!. 
ual state of crisis, especially in ·its economi.c needs. Our 
OLa ~s, living :i,.nthe midst of poverty, mass unemployment, 
bribery and: corru.ption, and being continually chil,lenged 
~. disunity. caused by caste, c~and pQliticaldiffe:: 
enqes,h9.ve. a tremen.dous. opportunity to give areal witneSS 
to the spirit of poverty by simplicity of life, to a deep 
commanitysense .by a greate:rsharing' of materia.l. goods and 
involvement in projects for:the eo.onomie and social devel­
opment of Our people.We need to· stress with greater insist 
ence and force the value of ;the Spiritual E:li:ercises in the 
lives of our members in order to motivate them to' enter: in 
toa very-deep involvement in pOlitioal.and social effQrts 

. in our country. I feel very- optimistic for the future .of' 
our OLCsand for theimPact'1;hey, can.exerb in the country-' 
and in all other Christian iaction groups. '.l!here is real 
dynamism in the General Prinoipl:ee.and they can do much for 
a person i.f he is ready likelYIarytomake the response of 
a total gift of self. God calls us in the events and daily 
situations of our. lives,' and discerning and answering in­
volves a total commitment to the 'OLe way of life for the 
greater good of SOCiety and:the greatergloryo'f God. 
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Ethiopia: "Let m~ tell you that a first group of 5 teach';" 


, era has jus.t beenformed~. We mee-:\iweekly, p:'ay 

. tpgether, exchange"etc • For example,' dur:1.ng our la:st meet. 
,ingwe tried to search out, together what the 'Christ'ianat= 
titude slloJlld.be in the fa.ce of the. social a:ndpolitical . 
60:n:vulsions that seem to be.,()cc~in our country." 

~da.escar: .' Ueurleaders~t various' levels are ,soaking 
.. themselv.es in the Spiritual Exercises and tTl, 


ingto' renew meeting methods and style, of liv:1.ngaccord­

ingto the CLe. wa.yoflife'~ FrornApril' 2nd to 7th it was 

the .turn·of the National·Burea'll,' 'nth 9 other leaders, to 


. make the Spiritual Exercises.". . . 

Fa.ther Jean-Marie ~l;cotondrasoa, t'orme~ national. assistant 
of Madagascar, has ,just been co.nsecrated bishop oftl').edi~ 
cese of,.Antsirab~. The World CLCFederation is l').appyto 
join .w:tth its Mala.gasy friends in offering BishopRakoton~.' ~. 
a,rasoaita respectful greetm.gs '!iLnd assures 'him ,of its 
pJ:'l3.;v.ers., 

Rhodesia: '''Manytha:o,ks for the periodicals ,and, doc~ents 
that yousentme~ I use them a. great' deal to 'be 


Of help to our, grouPs in both the urban ,and rttral sector. 

I am assisting somediocesa.n priests too in the, WOrk of 

promotiOIi:~ Soon I will haVi9 more time to give theSpiritu­

a1 Exercises .and hope in. this way' to be able to help to 

deepen the faith of our members ~:ndenoourage them to live 

more, ful.ly the way of life of CLC. n 


Zambia: i'We hav.e begun this year with a ,short formation 
session which brought together,more than 40repre 


sentatives of our 22 groups. The assistants and'la.y dele= 

gates took part in i;hepre~e:i:J.tations, excMnges, activi­

ties, ,liturgy., It was ,truly a "Mini-Coursen of cava,lletti 


, and AugS'Qurg. At this gathering we decided to plan a ser­
i.esof recollecti'ons and retreats - ofl day, I ,weekend, 

3 days - and in 1975 we 'hope to have longer retreats based 

on the spiritual EXercises." ' 
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,From ~INAMERIGA 

~: "We are working at .:the renewal of the Federation 
s(')that theSpirit· Will be the .inspiration of' ~ 

OLes._ We &renoW .expanding' .OUX'. communities, . which up to 
now were:maitllY'mI:\.deupofuniversity students, to adults. 
We are t:t"ying to mal!:e~urethat the Chilean CLes are clos,2, 
ly linked with theWor1d,Fe4~ration.1f 

Mexico: ~he National Federation of' Mexioois preparing a. 
two-week .formation·coiu'se,for some 401-eadersof 

ii;s ,communities. BaSedontlte.Rome Course, it will consist 
of 8 days of the individualJ"y.-guided Spiritual Exercises, 
followed by a .commUnity ex;perienoe to discover and deepen 

. the CLe way . ofli'V'i:b.g•. It "will take place, September, 14 ­
October 2. . . 

,Peru.: "Last March 24 we celebrated World CLC Day with' 
.~ . BrEilat s~coesf!1 . bringin$ together the 5 Communities 
ofLima~ "The day had been 'prepared by the 3 delegates to 
the Augsburg General Assembly~ We have big-plans too in 
ourFederati~ to promote our commitment. in the, sense of 
the message ot' "Augsburg'73".,,' , . 

Some Vei-yGood Ne'm3,! 

FOll~wingtherequeEitsivoiced'by many na.tionalfedeZ!:, 
. tions of Latin America.,'anCi at the' instance of the . Exeeu.. 
tiveCOuncil of the World Federation, Fatller Arrupe, Gene!:, 
al of the Society of Jesus,.has given his accord that~Fath 
erJusto GonzlUez-Tarr:Cosjdevote himself full~time to' the 
work ofpromotingCLC 'in ,Latin America. He Will.. be at the 
samoe of .the different national federations and~ wit;n 
their collaboration~wiil further and coordinat.etheirYVork 
at the continental level~ , His base of operations will be 
Cordoba (Argentin.a)ct . very probably at Casaros 141,.·, Both 
man.y national leaders as well as the readers of this review 
have; already pado~cs.siontoappreciatethe q~littof liis 
contributions to the work or CLe. ' 
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ECH ors ...From ASIA 

~: The National Federation has set up an intensive 
program of formation sessions.­ The calendar of 
these.f,or the first semester is: 

January 20-26:t 36 participants from 10 Indian federations 
March 1-10 : Seminar for 'leaders from Bombay . 
March 30-31: Adult members, 2 fro~ each group 
April 4- 7: Introductory live-in for young working members 
April 17-28 : Live-in Course for 30 priests and sister~ 
May . 3-10: CLC.Leadership Ca.mp forBombayworldng youth 
May 11-20: CLC Leadership Camp for Mahableshwar work­

ing youth. 

~: "We are in the process of translating the main con 
·;ferences of th~ Formation cOurse and of.the Gener= 

al AssemblYELlld are pre"paringa series· of week-end seminars 
for priests and lay members. OUr Federation,although young 

. compared to others, is growing in different sectors. The 
climax of the last few weeks has· been the act of consecra­
tion (commitmerit )of 27 members.' MaIly of. them prepared for 
this bya retreat." . 

Philippines: 	 "Christian. Life", the ~ationa). Fedez:a,tion's 
review, has, beginning in Jamia.i-y '74, been 

. pUblishing a series af articles on the formation program 
drawn up over the last few years. . It envisages a succes­
sion· of progreSSive s'teps, which challenge the wh91e per­
son and take account of the stage he is a.t .• 

On the'Continental Level 

The' first regular bulletin of "ASIAN LINKU has come 
to us. rt invites the rea~ti~s of . members regarding the 
desire for and possibilityaf an Asiatic gathering in 1975.• 

.	It includes neWS from CLC .across . the world~ " It prods its 
readers to refle9t .on their experience of the Exercises 
and their thoughts and feelings in the face of the energy 
cr:Lsl.S~' Finally, 'it invites its readers fO;t" criticisms 
that might improve' its service.: It· is a very interesting 
step and has the value of establishing a regular dialogue, 
lessening in this way 'the problem involved in the enormous 
distances between Asiatic countries~ 
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I. ",I,~,!. of F'ai f~ 
~ATliXENT 01!' THE1!'EDERM'ION 01!' CLC of THE 

UNITED ST.A.TES IN RES~ONSE TO POPE PAUL VI'S 
APOSTOLIC EXHO~A.TION ON DEVOTION. TO MARY. 

The IInew woman" and the develo:pment of the UJiique and 
Vi-tal contribution she can niake within the ranks of a con­
cer:ried Christian laity was a~opic of diSCUssion and action 
at the semi-a.nnual. meeting of the execu:f;i'Veleadership of 
the National1!'ederation of Christian Life Communities. 

Meeting in St. Louis, March 22- 24, the l'lFCLC -- the 
post vatican IIdevelo:pment of the 400 year old Sodality 
movement - gave its full endorsement to the recent papal 
exhortation entitled IlMarian Devotionll , with its strong 
sense of, and emphasis on, the women's rights movement and 
the authentic search for ChJ;Iistian.Unity. 

Although the spiritq.al lind apostolic thrust of the OW 
movement iscentereg. solidly, on the person and mission of 
Jesus Christ, the federati~ cl~a:t'ly reaffirmed Mary, the 
Mother of Christ, as awolll.a'.tiof deep faith immersed in the 
struggle to form the first Christian . community with her< 

son, desus Christo 

In response to the pa~l challenge toCatho1ic groups 
to develop modern forms of Marian piety which emphasize 
womenfsrightfl and ecumenica;l.unity, thel'lFCLC determined 
to develop for its mem'bercornmunities; 

1) 	Programs which interpret.anew to Chris:f;ians of· t.oday 
the authentic role of Mary in the mystery . of Christ, and 
the Church, - and forms .:.of ,piety which authentically 
mirror this _modern interp;r:-etation;. 
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2) ;pr()~ that, see'in Mary the exemplar 'Qf' modern women 
, in all that wOul.d"liberate themfromecclesiasti6alalld 
cultural forms of oppnission which make them less tiu:;n 

'the. equals of men; 

:3) ,Programs wb.ichundertake to awS.ken a sensitive awareness' 
of' 'areas ,of,anti-fenu.nMe,injuatice, and ,to fo1l6~ ,'such"' 

, proei;rams, withremeliial sOcialactiou., ' 

TheNatJ.o~lli'edera.tion o:f',Cl~ristian: Life ColllllItlIlities whoJ.! ' 
hearledly endora.ed ',the papal ti,ew of'. Mary as the "ne.vv 
woman", 'and urged its'memb{rship to spread1;he authentic 

, nie'ssageof Mary,hotasa passive spectat~r on the lif'e, of 
Christ, but asawomanwho", ,in the wordsof"'Pope paul vt, 
"did not hesitatetoprocJ;ainithatGod·viridicates~he,humble 
and, the oppressed,audremoves. the ,powerful people of this 
world from their. privil,eged pO,sitions"II' " 

~OEIWrFROM,A~TER, ' 
, OF THE lVATIONAL~ FEDERATION OF GERlI'IANY 

"TO ITS, ,LEADERS" ' 

'DiscuSsi~n concerning ,the modification of Pa.;ragraph2l8 St 
,GB of th~:Ge:nna:n.CivilCodebas, long madecJ.earthat it is 
a. questi6h not only .of thes,o-called interruption of preg-, 

,nancy, 'bl.ltof a,basic position with regard to the, human, 
person arid his fundamental right to life., 

, ' , 

The protection of the life' of-the unborn is only one, of 
the ma:ny" sectors in which this right to ' ,protection needs' 
t6 be maintained. Some others, "which 'appear on 'the llorizqn, 
and may soon be the, object of violent controversy 'are the 
right to life of handicapped persons, and the right and d'),! , 
ty not to rid oneaelfof ''!;he bUrden ,of old age but rather, 
to be taken care of :by society. 

It is ill this context' that"the ,German bif;lhbps -are appeal­
ing for'a pay .of ,prayer lIfor life" ~ The full value of' life' 
can 6nly be' seen in reference to i~s s~e, the God-Crea~ 
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t~r~~<"~t 113 why,itis onlyinthe+igll;toft:(l:i.S~c'lin.k<'l?'i1;h 

we cana,1;tive "at,1;b.$,r1$lit appl'o~h tQ',life. 

For this reason we arese~dt~g yo'Utoda;y:severalcopies of 
ctne letter of April 4to the 'Work GrQup o.fcatholicOrgan.., 
batlonsof Ge~, aq ctllat i'Qumay comimmic~te cthem as 
quic~y aspoasible to cy()ur,aif;j;l~atedgrOl1Ps. .It isno11 
so IlIIlch questionofUlldertBldngsomeactionpy- CLC as c 
such, but, rather that each .•:oftist~e serioUsly- the call 
to persOnal and COmmunity prayer, and invite and motcivate 
others to it mom-family, among our friends, at cschool, 
etc • 

* 



IN THE LIGHT OFASSISI 

At the end of the Pentecost, 1973 me'eting at the Es­
corial in Spain, the National CLd, Federation of ItaiY,had 
innted the presidel;lts ,and ecclesiastical assistants of the 
EUropean 'federations to hold their next ,meeting at Assisi. 

The offer was accepted,to our great profit and)joy••• 
From May 31 to June 3, the leaders and assistants 'often' 

countries of Eilrope,.·along withthEf members' of 'the Europe,:,," 


'an CLd Team9.I+d .those of the llome Secretariat. foruld them­

selves'togetheronce more. Bj'nCiwthesegatheringshave b~ 


. come family reunions.Everyone knows everyone else. Introduc . 

ti.onsha.ve become unnecessary, except for the new faces ••7' 


~t was really new was Assisi. Assiai, that gave the 
gatherilig.a special theme and style.

, - , , ­

I} .InSearch of aStyleo.f' Life 

Assisi iS,the town of the "Povere3.lofi "saint Francis. 
A too easy poverty his ,one might say. In ~ case, one 
that was young, entllusiastic; g'ay, rash.' Thepove:rtyOf. 
the' flowers ,0£ the :fields and thebiL'ds of, heaven, ina 
couritryside where' the stones harmonize witli theindefina­
ble. tint of the olive tress. 'Perhaps we have need' of Fran- ' 
cisfCanticle of the Creatures to feeLthe allureot "Lady 
Poverty", and to unearth deep within ourselves t'batlittle 
grain o,f mamess that will allow us to :r.nake, inotirsocie:­
ty of today, those prophetic gestures ofFra.hcis E/nd Igna­
tius.··' . 

In this almost mystical atmosphere, "ourtemptatiOIi 
was to forget the world. from· which we were cQming, , this 
Europe sick with its riches, this 'club of wealthy coun~ 
tri.es that trembLes at the, thought tbit its growth might, 
be ,arrested, and,· to the degreetbataneconomic crisis 
looms.' as a menace,' turns in upon itself, w~ile the poor, 
are ;:Left aside even more. BUt before Assisi there had been 
A,ugsburg. We. c.oUld not forget its thrust of-world solidar­
ity. Thus ,our 'meeting was definHely set W::i.thin'thefra,me";; 
work of AUgaburg:. not :poverty for itself', bUtthepovei'ty , 
that Cbrist chose, in solidarity 'with the poor., Poverty at 

the service of liberation. . Poverty that will make us free 


. to identifY With the aspirations of men,: 'arid help them to 

find again meaning ,in life. 
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'. Together then. stYIe,8fli:f~ was 
suited to ·theCLCs6fEurQ:pe'atthistinie in which we live. 
F~rst 0·r,a11, .by .givin{$a la;~ge place .to prayer·andPerso!!. 
a1 reflection,. so as tocballengeou:r:'se1vesand to remake 
for ourselves the decisive choice tllat would ,set us on the 

'road: uI.desireand I (lhoosepoverty with'Christ p06r rath' 
'~',' ; .'.'' _. ,,- _ '" -l"," ___ ',_ ,', . . __ ', . "., _ ,.:_ 

er tb.a.n riches;. contempt nth Christ despised rather than 
honors,; , and I desire, to 1'.1e account~dasworthless and a. 
fool for Christ who was thus. treated before me, rather 
than to be esteemedaswi~e and prudent in ·thiEl world." 

•At the same'time we reinforced ow ref;Glve toliv~ 
out this option for poverty and roi-service in thecolll1i1.uni 
ty pf ,the chu.rcn. I>.uring three d.ayswe 1J.vedthisecclesial 
coIlJllltlJrity, bu,t it. was doubtless during our final. Eucharist 
1;hat we understood i t.As we met there together intheBa­
silica of·st.Clare,befor~ .the crucifix which had spO;k:en 
to St. Francis, was it not still to us that his words were 
addressed: "Don~t you see, .' Francis,. that my ChurCh is iIi 
rui~s? I want you to rebuild. it. 1t Why should we be afrei.d 
today to be.reformers of the Chtl.t'ch"on the condition,that 
we think first of. aU of re~ormfngourselves~and discover 
in ourselves the salne ills . that e~ists.in, the Church .at 
large? And, .. following Franci.s and Ignatius, how else can 
we do it than with 9ther brothers al1a. companions, in com­
fQ:Ilnionwith the universal Church? . 

,The three dimensions of thisthetne-poverty, ser­
vi"ce,co!IttIIUnity ... we pursued in dif'ferent ways. 

. .., . 

A'meeting 'of. this kllld;of course, includeS techni.cal 
aspects: ,&:x.cfuinge of info~tion and fu.ture plamiing.. But' 
these facets. were more easily .integrated into thej;heme' 
than at previous meetings. ~he reportf;ofnational feders;":' 
tionsas well as the actiVities report of the European 
Team ware seen batter as a. common search to, identify with 
the hopes of men: . greater justice, greeter shatingof.re­
sponeibilities, petter co~ication. 

In the samErway,tll..e meetiligs of illterest-groups. con-. 
verged toward this' sea.rch fo1" a style of liVing: :tnfoI'll'lA­

'tiol1 programS,. among youth, .in tlle confrontation. of CLe 
withthe world of today, :tn. the relations between national 
fed~rationsandthe world cOIlllll'l,lllity. Within the. walls. of 
Aesisi, thewor~d wasmore~haneverWithus.Andbesides~ 
ASia. was there' ill the pers0I>. of Father .TchO"U; .. and Jjat'in A-

in that 9f Father' GonzEtle:?i~arrfo. . B11t the world 
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tOt) of the ,men who live around us" 'thallks to the 
pre~eIttedby the European Team's study .9..t!.d ResearchCommis 

.sion.onIJModem Man: Has Needs and Hi~'Hopesir, wmch can 
nowprov1deabasis for our efforts. 

A New Style 

~he Assisi gathe:i;-ing had too a new style~. l might 
characteriz.e it as apilsr;1,mase, . in:thetrue s.enseof the' 
term. O\lr:picture of ,a meeting is usually that of a . large 
room, a big table,papers, . and persona roU'.!:l.d- abrut who' 
speak or who listen•. There was that,. of course. Bu.t aome­
thing else, which played a large iI'ole in the meeting:' a 
session in which our.feet tOQkpart as well as our heads.• 
We did not alway-sstay :in one pl~oe, and. yet we were not 
tourists ~ Rather we were,.' a.s St .!gnat!us loved to call 
ll:±~elf, pilgrims. . 

Each: .a.a.ytlleEucbarist'bl:'ought ~. toge1;herina dif~ 
. ferent place.. T.:Q.e first night,at S'l: .. -Ma.ry:' Major Church, 
on the theme . of poverty and 1:lberEi.tion:•. 'Nerl day, . at the . 
tomb of st~ Francis ,1eaming to folloW JeSt1.S Ch:ristpoor 
an.d,~:umble. On ~ente.cos~ morning, in' the, poor l;n1t beauti:": 
ful Church'ofSt. Damian, \ to be prodded :i,n.~Qur'.effortt:l.:to 
be' one With the aspirations of, men.. ~he : last qay,finally, 
at.,st. Cl.a.re's, at the foot of the st~ IlaIIiiancructfix,'to 
be !:!ent, like. Franc1s.,towsrd thetgont:illUal ref~rmoftb;e 
Church, in communion with her. I 

We we~ still more :trulypiliriIli$ wb,enwe climbed to· 
.theHennita~e of the Cells,. fivekiloIlleters from Assisi, 
where Francis used to . retire. First a: ·good· part .of the' 
j.oUrney in finence, listening to the· Spirit. on this morn':'" 
ing of Pentecost.· A prayer in poverty, our eyes open to 
creat:j.on around us, and qUitespecialiy to .IOur Brother 
the. sun"., who, that morning, was singing in f1l11 voice 
the Canticle of the Creatures. Then oUr. tongue!:! wera: un'" 

. loosed to speak in our turn of the "marv:e1s ,01 GOd"~ { and 

. thistru.ly fraternal ex.change . with our two' .or 'three com­
J:lSl11ons of the road was ~aerstood by each on,e in his own 
langu.age!. . 

No pilgrimage lackS ~its shou;ts.ofjoy and itssongs~ 
And we were in Italy! From Pentecost eve.we saw arriving . 
young eM members from Turill, . from NapleS, from ROI!le. 'Alld' 
the. next evenin€;," after that long Walk in,the sun, we sat 

'. a 10D€; trip thrOugh thedifferem regions o'f It:­
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"from<Tren.t"to Sicily,"inth.e . songs .... ~£our'h.o$ts"iso~!!· 
timElSgay, sometimes csad,~talways 'waI')lJandfriendly. In 
pres1enting us with .this fiesta, . our Ita::j.ian.friends re­
vealed themselves to us as they are" in all their feeling, 
warmt~ and friendliness. '. 11; is to them in a special way 
tlia.t we owe the unusual ~tyie' of our gathering. 

I would like to say,f~nally, that this style was not 
simply.thesauceaccompanyingthemain dish:- It was the ex 
pression itself of what we were seeking,the way. of liVwg 
that-we were talking about. 

Sho't1l,d we mention practical conclusions and decisions? 
On some points, yes, altl:lough this gathering took place at 
ampment when concrete activities alreadydecfilecr-upon 
were about to take place: for example, the coming .session 
on liberation at Toulouse, and the three formation courses 
which willrep~oducethe- Rome Course this coming summer for 
three linguistic'. regions: English, French and. German. 

For the rest, the questions remained questions, we 
can ,only offer them to oti.rreadersas they were posed to 
us at the start•. We tried .on our part to probe them, but 
it is up to all the .membeT¢ of OLe to re-translate them 
into the,ir ovm. life context~ and to deepen with us oUr un­
derstanding of them, so that the great light of Assisi,in 
these days of Pentecost, -may shine from East toWest.These 
are the questions: 

1) 	How can we, who are ricJ:l, follow Jesus Christ poor and. 
humble, as true sons? What prophetic. gestures in our. 

I present s'ociety can we pose and propose to CLC? 

2) 	How can we, who are in pbsitions of leadership andsom! 
times hemmed m by the narrow circleofQur responsibili' 
ties and ourbackground,:;identify With the-hopes and a~ 
pirationsof:th.e men of ,~ur time,in a spirit ofsE)rvice 
and notofdomii;l.atiori? 

:3) 	 HoW- can we, who are individualistic as a result of' our 
middle-class education, Work, within the Church and ~Ui 
side the Church, to abol'ish the barriers that our socie 
ty has structured? ­
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