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'VV‘O Lord ‘our- God Father end Friena of men SN
you w:x_lled o ‘reconcile all. humanity o
in- you:r Son, Jesus Chr s‘b ‘who has d:Led and r:.sen,

B and "in this way - reconc:.led all men among ’themselves. :
' Hear the prayer of your. people m 'hh:Ls year
‘ of grace and salva‘t:.on,.; ;

May you:r Sp:Ln‘t of llfe and of holmess
- renew-us in the very depths of .our. heart
- by uzut:.ng us, in the. whole of -our. 1:|.ves, ST
m’th the R:Lsen Chris“b our Sa.viour ‘and. our.: ,'Brother.; .

o om ma,:pch with a1l Christians
Coon *I:he road ofr-the Gospel

Sl e : ,reconeilz.é'blon,
r;ywmrl: and peace. o _,f o

,v"Make fru:c.'tful the efforts of all 'hh.ese
_who work for the ser\rice of men..
“"Be -bhe hope and the 11ght ‘
“of all ‘who geek you without know:mg you, «
‘and o:E' those who, k:nowmg ysu, '
_seek. you more a.nd more. ,; ‘
‘Forg:t.ve our s:x.ns, strengbhen our farl:h,
stir our hope, mcrease cour love, '
Grant that we. may 11ve, .in’ the steps of Jesu.s,
ag your dearly 1oved children.. '

: May your Chu.mh ‘with the motherly help of Mary, S

- be the- si@ and. sacrament of salvation :E’or all men,

. so 'I:ha't: 4he ‘world may ‘believe '
in- your love and your -l:mth.

Fa:bb.er all-—good ‘ :
hear the prayer that ycm Sp:.r:.t :mspires withm us o
for your glory and “the salvatien of all, - S
! throngh Jesus Chr:Lst, your Son ‘and -our- Lerd
who is the way, ‘l:he 'I:ruth ‘and - ‘che life,
forever and ever. Amen. ’ : ,
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*. "Liberation" -

A FRATERNAT EXCHANGE

The "Liberation" series for 'l:h:r.s year, " as you. know, g
alternates between an account of an action.for liberation,
.and a cmtlcal analysis of that aecoun-l: by another CLC' a
team., Today then, we give our reacticns to the arb:.cle, -'
*Liberation Effort In a Rural Milieu" in- the May PROGRES—

_SI0. Of course you will want first to reread that article

~,befctrtfa going on to our crltique of 3.1: Fonr points in the
account especlally :meressed us,. s

Fir;'st the fact that 1’6 16 an. expera.ence in'a rural
ae‘ctmg, 'sa.m:e in many parts of the world a large part of
" the population” lives and labors - often within 2 structure
,‘Z'lﬁdled with injustice - on the land, Our efforts for lib-

eration somet:.mes téke -boo little acco‘tm:b of . ‘bhls fact.

. The experxence is one, too, of efforts. aﬁ reform wzth
in- an ecclesial structure, - It highlights a truth stressed
by the last World Synod of Blshops- that efforis for jus-
tice must begin with assuring ;rastlce within the Churich it
self. Nor is it smug or "hol:.er—tha.n—thou" to speak of amd
to work for the reform of the Church as long as we keep
in mind the dictum of Karl Rahner: Let the critic always
| remember that he is part of what ' s wrong with the Church.
" And wisely, the Margosatubig effort drew on recent . out-—
'standing Church documents to help orient its activity.

' The account is surely an excellent example of the .
kind of collaboration needed in efforts for Ju.stlce, and
that in several ways. 4 1ay-priestly team worked together
in spearheading the action, and that is in the best CLO
tradition. Again, : the approach used was not' one of doing
things for the poor, but from the - start aiméd rather at

- collaborating with the poor and involving them in efforts
to free themselves. It is the only valid and effective meth
6d, lastly, the abolition of discrimination referred to
was in the same spirit, aimed at furthering 4.« Chureh not
of rich only or poor only, but of all——a universal Church, .

=3
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‘The wise use of :.n’croauctory forms of ‘bhe Splritual: o
‘,Exerclsee :Ln gradually more intense forms: was surely & ‘mag '
~ter stroke., On the one hand, it gave a certain’ stabllrby,

"’ balance and depth to the effor‘bs for greater justice and

= truer connmmn.ty.~ On the other, -it. undoubtedly was the i-
- deal step toward eventual formation of a CILC, since Chris-
. tdan Iife Commmities so clearly draw thelr msp:.rat:.on and

‘ _rvf‘v,dynamlsm :E'rom Igna'blan splrn.*t;uallty.,

CLC members and readers probably woul\d have found the

; jaccou.nt even more helpful if | more had been .said of the

methods used to aghieve the: results. Espec:.ally 11: would -

.f‘ have been usefucl +to have’ more information on" how the two

:.n:n.t:cators, and 1ater the larger group, -used dlscemment )
to decide among the var:.ous optlons at dlfferent stages.~'

One questlon ‘bhat came ’co us was. wha.t efforts had.
been made to- mduce “the. weal*th:.er pamsh:.oners and” the

0 "status-seekers" to take part in the developing. C‘hr:n.stlan

-f}co:mmmrty and its deepenlng sp:c.mt and. cormitment, and .
“_with what' suceess.‘ Perhaps some of - these people stayed a~
- way because the community was beoom:l.ng too Ghrmtzan for .
- their tastes. But were there others who, - like . Zacheus,
"were able to be attracted by a truly ChI‘lS‘tllke approach 7
I woruld ‘be good to know. ' : . .

: : F:Lnally, we . would have l:.ked, to leam more’ about ;]ust"
" how the gradually developmg "core group" eventually Ted

"-",ﬂto the. launchmg of a OLC.Q Perhaps no more was said be

~.cauge this process had only: just begun. ‘At any mte, the
- last sentence of the. artlcle,  with its reference to this,
.. tantalized us, and left us with a des:.re and need ‘cc Imow-
" 'more. of what took place later. ‘ S ‘ S

, In su.m, we- fmd the ar'ticle tnzly helpful mr many
: ways as an. expemence of efforts a*l: ll‘beratlon. -
.Q,us to the need. for ef:f‘or‘bs An sectors we’ sometlmes neg«-
" lect, - and shows how a true “team effort of  committed mem—
”bers ‘of the Church can, while achieving g,reater ,]us’clce
| and truer Christian commumnity, stimulate at the~ same time
'the grow-bh of a- Chmst:r.an I.l:t‘e comum.ty.f‘ :




GGMUNITY EV&LUAEE IOB’

by Ingeborg von GRAFENSTEIN

Not a Trick o:f Techm.que : 'bu‘b Serlous Business

S Artlcles on emluatlon in the two last: issues of PRO- ,
- GRESSIO—both that on its theoretical basis (January,1974)."
- and that giving a personal witness - (March, 1974)--made

clear that in a.ch:l.evmg a growing unlty be'bween. faith life -

and humen life (General Principles, 3), the prac-t:.ce of &
pemanent Watchi‘ulness pla.ys a key role .

In medltation, I turn consc:.eusly to the call a.nd the
actlon of God as T already lmow him, thanks to the d:.scev-'
ery of him made earlier in +the Word and in Seripture. Ny
aim in deing this is to welcome him with all my being, and
to let myself be laid hold of and transformed by him. But
in ‘order to find God not only in prayer as such and in the
revealed word but "in all things", T must learnm to meet
him in the enfire, many—faceted reality of my life. -This
watchful turning to him as he confronts me in the events
and situations of life in ever-nmew and, ever—fresh ways, is
achieved d:.rectly and above all through the. Rrac'b:.ce of
daily evaluation. This exercise tends to open us up to.all
the happenings ‘of the day, and to become a sort of contin-

alertness that accompanies the zctions 't:hemselves. In
-bhe time 6f the evaluation itself this ‘then is simply deep
ened and- renewed under the eyes of God and the . :Lni'lnence
ofhis eall. - . - : A .

B

Bu:b God. calls us not only as isolated individu.als. It
is also as a commmity +that he calls us and sets us on his
path, And so that he .can lead us along this path, we must
‘learn to hear his new invitation to the mnext step and
tpromptly and readily" take it. Moreover, linked to: God's

call there is always a mission or "sending", .but one that
—just as in the life of. ind;xvi&uals—beccmes concrete on-
" Ly step by step.as revealed through c:.rcumstances.' There~ -
fore thig migssion must not only be carrisd out fa:.‘l:hfully,
“put also listened to as something always. new and rediscev-
-ered in its present ‘form..

It is a. prerequls:.te, then, if a comnmm.ty of serviece
in *‘che Chnrch :.s to. fulfill :d-.s 'task. “bhat of "bringing

i
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-fo:rbh frun.t“ “in:'the world ot not ofE 4he world" “that it
‘be able to read and to dec:.pher the "signs of" the times", -
Communl’cy evaluat:.on is not just a form that the” comnnmlty
";goes throu@'z, pertaining only to i‘t but a con‘tinual help,
‘as a commmity in the midst .of the many facets of exis— -
'tence Mo remain in him®, I'ts purpose is to.#id us,’ in ‘che

w[,face of the demands of “time, of situations, ‘of needs, of

ds.'fflczﬂ.ties, and often even of total impassesy to “hear
- his ‘call and to answer it. . Only through such a- contmumg
Aeffort of dlscernment will ohe arrive, mnot just’ at "doing
some’ good" . accordlng to one' own ideas, but to- dmscover
oon‘t:i_nually "what is more urgent and tm1versa1" and to. em
ploy in it all one's strength while never ceasmg to ask
.- what God Wishes/\:.n the ‘moment ahead, It is’ only. in this -
- way. that a Ohfistian Life Communlty can live to the full, -
as a comm1ty, the. dynamic, of the E‘xerc:.ses-—-only if in
o its m‘hzal ‘relations, i"cs re:flect:.on and. its action it pla -
" ces 1-l:se1f before God, . who - "leads us out into ‘the deep";
if it allows :1.‘tsel:f:‘m't0 be called by him contmually and
- anews and ifit is willing to let itgelf be led toward mery,
: the dlfferent snua“t:.ons and tasks that he asmgns

' I}:;.fferem: Forms of E*valuatlon

A first method of communlty evaluation is the shar Qg )
. with ‘each other of the evaluations made by ‘each one. With-

out being a community evaluation (-examination ) in: the
. strict -genge,it is still something dmportant. faz' “the fv:b‘ure -
--of the Eroup. Depending on how frequently it is. done, it

. ‘can cover a certain part of the time that has -elapsed, or-

-allof it. . Examples would be on the occasz.on of a monthly'

'Fﬁre:f‘lect:.on in common; or as -a "llstenmg groujp“ at . the: be~ -
" ginning of a Bucharistic -celebration. It .can dlso be linked

with a specific’ theme, as for -example” that of "reconcilia~ -

‘tion" in comnection with World. CIC Day of this year, with
an exchange on ‘the evaluation: that each one’ has ‘made of how
ha has contributed to reconc:Lllat:Lon in his act:wrh:.es shis
a—t:trhude and -his. conduct durmg 'this year. Agaln, it can
' serve as an Aintroduction to a- da.scuss:.on on urgent prob-
. lems, .as for-example those of’ social structures or of ten-

. gions in the Church. Discussions of this “type: eas:.ly lead

- gither to hopeless resn.gna'tlon or to. putting the vlame for
" the. eva.l on’ others. A matual exchange, then, of the pogi-
> tive and negat:we .experiences of each one can afford a fine

basig" for oba ective d:.alegae I-t keeps one from transferrmg

6




the bla.me to others or shield:mg oneself (through arguments
that one urges with oneself or with o*bhers} ‘from & co-rg-—

sponsn.blln.ty that is real éven if not admitted.. In a more
fgeneral way,this kind of . evaluation is already a first bas
is for mutual trust, encouragement and appreciation: each,
one can be witness. o:E how others are aware of their weakneg
es and the:!.r faults, and ‘how: they show thelr falth and :
‘the:.r hope in the Mercy’ of God, . :

Along the ‘same line, . but focused on 'bhe exls'tence of
the: group as a conmunlty, is the evaluation of the regu.lar
gathermgs of the -members, especn.ally “the evaluat:.on of a
long series of meet:.ngs. In. order to prof:t.t as much as posf
"sible from .each mee'tmg, ‘and not - to: drag along a whole
chain of problems, - misuniderstandings ‘and even stagnation,
it is important that each member of the group in his own
‘personal examinations -of -conscience go'over too the meet-
_ings spent together. He should then asgk himself gquestions
such as these about his own way of acting and reactmg :
- How did I prepare for 'l:he meetmg,and how was ny partlci

~pation dn it?

- During the meeting what influenced me or stmck me ?

- To' what degree dia I - succeed in taking part in it ?
- What role did I play in- 11:‘? Why? What mfluence did- that
have on the others vie

In the same way, questlons l:Lke these abom; the group

as a wholes: - ~ ‘
=-Who are -the ones. that partlclpated most fullymthe meet'
ing? That participated the least? Was there anyone who dur'
“ing the. meeting-"copped’ out" and didn't- really take paz*t"

And why? Or-anyone who was. only- "margmal“‘? Or whose a‘b—-

t:.t-ude was not really serigus? - . -
- Were -bhere confl:.c'ts tha*b arose? Or o*ther conflicts that,

‘were there ’belcmv the surface though they didn't ‘break out? e

- Were we ready to listen to each other, to reflect and to -
dec:.de together?, ... - . ~

¥ second step would be o pu_t to use the results gar-
nered from such a reflection. That is,to- ‘dialogue - with one
or other of those with whom .I had confllcts, .or whose at-
titude or thought was not clear to me. To brmg up. in the,

-next meeting. a2 precise point in reference to .one of these .

ma‘tters or aga:.n to communicate ‘to the leader of the group
hcw this .or that method worked for me-—-and .as :t‘ar as I
coru.ld ;;udge—-for the others. i \
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o I-I: 1s a. ma'b-ber, then, by means of the evalua‘.;:.on made
by each one of the group in general of’ limg together in.
e _more. conscious’ way the development of . the comznlty as

. such. ‘The purpose of this is “to overcome difficulties as

. qulclcly as peasmble., Or,' if it is 2 questlon of problams
~ that are related to 2 longer and deeper cns:.sm'bhe group,
" to learn to live with them, and- to pray about -bhem, more
consclously. : ,

In this lattenr sn:l:ua'tlon, it is par‘aicula.rly helpf‘ul

in certain circumstances,to examine together a’ “longer Rort
ion of the group's exzstence,covermg a definite period of
its life. This could be done on an evening set aside Tfor -
this, or in a weekend of reflec’kn.on. This. looking back on
the ensemble is rindispensable when the - composition of &
group. hae changerl in order o recogxuze 'bendencies and

developments. It is essen-l;ial at . such a point that the
group red:.scover itgelf, -and +this :.s ach:n.eved be‘kter a.nd

- more x'apldly by an evaluat:.on.

The best me'thod to wuse for such a conmmnal 1ook:mg-'
back depends on the concrete situation., In any. event, .
ought to be’ posmble after a: time for perso:nal reflec‘tion,
to have a listening group in which each onme expresses his
own reflectionssand then, after questions of- clam.fn.ca't:z.on,

a dialogue on 'hhe main problems that have been raised. An- -

other way would: ‘be ’chis: if'a member of the’ g::-oup gees &
specific . pro‘blem with regard 1o the group! 8 life - emd ac-biv ,
Ity at *t;he present time and m.ahes to bring it up,he could.
K flrst quite s:unply, present :Lt. This would be followed by
a. 't;:une For’ reflec'h:.on where, “in quiet and in prayer, each
one would examime -and ponder what he had just heardjand at
,the ‘end, each would - -give his: imression or his view of the
pom‘b in question. - Then would follow a 1onger peuge, dur-

- ing’ whioh each would ponder the different- aspects (or the '

surprismg similarities) that surfaced among the impres-

" "sions and points of view set forth; .and then a free ex-

change would follow. Thig method, however, shoaldﬁeuaed '
only on: condition that +he one who. raises the ;problem feels
' free asg regards himself and the group, so that. he can in
‘all honesty expose: ‘hig difficulties and take the risk that
. opposition’ mght develop. In the same way, ‘the members of
the group ought, for this methoﬁ to have attained already
a cerba:in “alspombility” , or readmess “to listen to each -

. .other, to comsider calmly specif:.c ‘proposals and- to allow '

themselves “to be ealled in a,,nestion 'by them.

8..
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If it.is not a ma'tter of ﬂea.lmg Wi'{‘}h a speclflc prob -

lem, but of appreciating better together the mutual relat~

ionships within the community, one could arrange a kind of
discussion or “feed—back“ on attitudes-and conduct in the
. group.’ After a. pause, “perhaps of prayer, each one presents
Ancturn what occurs to him as regards his own conduct in
the. group,and perhaps as regards that of the group in gener'
- al.This technique stimulates a concrete exchange on dlffer'
- ent topies, and each one can draw much profit from it.. The
facility of mdlv:!.dual members to enter into relation with
the comumm.ty, and so. the possibilities 'of collaboration . -
within it, are hezghtened in addltlon, this result tends
to have an mfluence on all one's human relations,even out

gide the. group~-on- one's attitude in one ' s professmn or .- :
elsewhere.It is possible too that this method may cause to ...

surface problems and tensions of a deep sort that up to now
were repressed. In this way an important step is taken to—
wards good unders’candmg within, the commum.‘cy. .

e The questlon mn.ght be asked does suchanevalua’clon of
~com:mm1‘l:y l:wz.ng lead ‘directly to clearmg obstacles away
'a:a.d to a better service,or does it on the contrary seem-to-
increase "bhe obstacles by oausmg -or accen‘cuat:ngacrlsls‘7
In any. case, ~this vn.ew:mg in retrospect the path that a
group has traveled ismuch more than a’ group—dynamn_cs a.nalg
-8is of a sn.'bua‘tion, even if, a% the 'beg:.nning, -this .can
. lend %o it acertain. attrac-b:.veness It.is a matter, rather,
of a comunlty understanding better the journey that it has
taken, the obstacles encountered, the mistakes made on the -
way,as well as the next gtep to take ‘in order to find again
" the right directlon. That direction leads towards God and
towards the - "rmltltude“ that is|- toward the t‘asks for

whlch God wishes to ma_ke use of our commxmity. ' )

T}ns relationship of the cormnunlty evalua.tlon to ser-
viceé becomes still more direct and more evident 'in the
forms of 11: that highlight the commitment of the community.
Here it is question, to start with, of an evaluation, done
hy the commmity,of an action of a member who asks the- oth

" ers to.examine with him both the facts and his response to

them,so as 1o perceive more .clearly their conseduences,and
~to proflt in future undertakings by tle experiences of the .
past. To do this ik 2 methodical way, one couldfollow here’
the three s*l:eps of” the "revision o:E‘ llfe"‘ llstezx aiseem,
respond. :
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Bu’k 11; can’ also mvolve ved,

- 1 on & pro;lect 'bo sens:.tlze ptiblie °

- ’ﬂ"problem of -abertion,

stration with regard to 1*i:. In ano'hher roup, ag a‘result‘ ‘

" of its. ‘reflection toge*ther, ‘some. families have -taken

k‘ Vcha.rge during their vacations,of children in 1nst1tu~l;:|.ons
‘and without parental care. Wha“t: questlons ‘arise how as re-

-gards the individuals involved-as a result of their experi

" ences? What questlons now-pose. themselves to- the communlty v

as’ such‘? It would be useful if each one, ‘after having in a -

‘ l:.stenmg group ‘given his: posltlve ‘and. negatlve “experienc-—
‘es, tried to set forth the problems and quéstions that he
“had %o pose to the group. There could ‘be -an opportunity -

~for questions of ‘clarificatiom. ‘Then time would be given

for reflection on what had been presented.Through chalogae
- the group would d,e“bem:.ne -which ques‘hlons ‘should  be - taken
‘up by the grcup as. such. ‘Then the eommunri;y would try to

.- see where deC].SlOI'lS ought $6 be taken, and what action
. would be most uSeful in  the’ long rr.m. ; Fmally an-effort
- would be made to decide how best to.go into the other ques

~ tions; usually the best way for this is by a free exchange

- of the whole group, perhaps 00 in part in sub-groups. For
example, the use of books oriarticles on the subject could

- be looked m‘bo, or whether onaspec:.flc “bopa.c a. speclallst'f
Vshould. be 1mr1ted 'ho talk %o the graup. Oor whe'bher a’ comm

"»_;nlty decision on it ought to be done in a delibsration as

_'such, ‘and preparat:.on for: thls e inl‘bia‘bed...~ An evalua-
»tlon, " the type here. descrlbed is- surely neede'd.when a8 spe

~ cific commitment of the group has achieved a certain result,

and the qv.estlon now amses as to whether :L‘c ough“i; to’ ‘be‘ ;
con'b:x.nued or, because of & _new obliga‘i;mn or some new ur-.
’gency, discon‘binued, , « o

Th:.s ~then g:wes a bme glance,at d:.fferen*t forms of

] -community. evalu.a‘cion.,()ne might. here well ask himself thls

f{questlon: ‘whatig. the rel L‘between the speciflc forms

et evalua‘tlon mem;loned, a.ndithe s*bages of " ‘forma‘hlon of

. a . commnity, or ‘the situation it is in. This important top_,
- ie was al eaay teuched on_in:the prepara'bory méte -ials for

”the General Assem‘bly of Augsburg '73. It 'is being pursued

:in the work of the Pormation Commission, and. nokd‘mlbt éch~
'~ oes of . that e:t‘for'b mll 'before 1ong fmd 'bheir way 1n:bo
' VPROG-RESSIO. o ‘ : o : o
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CHRISTIAN LIFE COEMU'NITIES OF SBI LAM{A CEY.ION 7

by Patrick PERERA, s J.

: Sr:. Lanka 13 an 1sland in- the Indian Ocean of South-
Asia. It is 270 miles in length - north %6 south =~ and 140
miles in width. It is separated from India only by a narrow,
, shallow stra:l.t 22 'miles wide. The population stands at
12 1/2. m:.lllons and increases at-an annual rate of 2.4%.
~Of this total population, about 66.5% are Buddhists, 18%
Hindus, 7% Muslims and 8,5% Christians. It is significant
to note ‘that nearly 60% of the populaf::.on is under the age
“of 24, - -

: ) S:_nhalese is. 'the language spoken by the ma;om'b'y of -

~ the people of Ceylon. English though still widely spoken
is gradually. being pushed out with the introduction of the
‘national languages. Tamil is the language of the largest .
- minority in Ceylon. BT ~ R

, Sri lenka was- declared a republic in 1972 and the
ruling politiecal power, made up of the three political par’
ties so as to form a United Front, has committed itself to
“a policy of building a democratic soclalz.st :society in which

it is hoped the people will enjoy:-a greater sense of equal - - "

ity and the ‘dignity of economic freedom.'fhe means to bring
this about were drawn up in the form of & Five-Year Plan.
But so far due to various problems within and without pro- -
gress in achn.evmg this has been retarded. -4is & result,
' tensions have built wp in the various levels of soclety. ’
Youth are divided. Unemployment especially among: the youth
has increased. The growth of new families has raised pro-
- blems in housing and & rise in the: cost. of living. All
;aronna, in the Church of Sri Iapka and in secular institu~
tions,there is much unrest and uncertainty. with regard fo
the fu'bure. In this situdation and context,the Church here,
~and therefors all Christian action groups, have a vital
‘role to play in infusing human - Chmsnan values into- all
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"areaa c:t’ peo_‘ple's lives- splritual, pohtical economic and.'v "
. social,’ ‘Thus they could be a ‘leaven in this new, growing, =
~ socialist society which is taking & new direction and there

- fore will defini'l:ely coxmnit i'hs people 'l;o a new pa'btern o:t':‘" '

B living.

| Our Christien Life Comu.n:l.'b:.es' Then

- - Caxr Christian Ia.fe Movement in Sri Lanka as a. Chr:.s-
 tian action group,striving to translate the mlss:Lon of the
Church into concrete terms of development of the whole man
and of all men,has come along way from what the Sodalities .
~of our Lady, as they were called then, were ten years ago.:
At that time Fr. R.Ch:.ria'htl, S.J. had ‘the pioneering task
" of ‘structuring a National Federation. With the approval of
. the hierarchy, . Diocesan Federa-b:.ons were established too,
- first in Colombo, then in other d:l.oceses, and prmesisnamed ,

. to promote *bhem.

. - With the. Common Bules ‘and Bis Secular:i to’ give guld—
. ance,several groups with & large mem'bersh:x.p spra.ng up. But

o perhaps due to.the stress on forms of devotion to Our Lady
. and the emphasis on personal ‘san¢tification given in +the

* Common Rules, - our groups for the most part turned out +o-.
-be pious associations m‘bhou‘b sufficient dynamism or in-
. fluence in the milieu in which they, flourished. - Bes:.des,

". these groups tended to attract more girls end women than
" boys and men.. Toda.y the situation is much’ better. This is

,Vespecially due to. the e:ffoz“hs of the then National Assist-

. - ant-as well as to the change. of ‘the name of our- movement to.

 Ce T.0y and the new orientation our groups have rece:.ved,
from the living ou'l: of the General Principles. :

- ﬂO'ur C L. C. Toda',z

P At our Ammal Cs L.C. Convention in 1969, 'the National
. ~Federat:|.on decided. to. follow the World Federa’bion of CIC
"-in adopting. the new name for its Pederation. “Almost all
- the groups, mth rare excep'tiens, have now acceptéd the ‘new
. name., Also, many groups are. finding the new ‘Thame more mean

" ingful and easier to relate to their lives.. And we are

- finding -kh.a:l: our Movement now is:beginning to a-l:trac'b more
. youth than 'before,' as 'bhe apostol:.c aims are now more .
,,f,.‘,S“bressed. - S § T o (contirmed me 17)
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: Today -bhere are. 124 groups with an a.vera.ge mem'bersh:.p
of about 15 personsg per unit serv‘ing five dioceses. Of this
) Vn'u.mber over 60% are youth groups. The 'transi'bion from the

‘Gcmmon Rules to the General Principles has been’ slow.,There .

are still groups that ‘find it difficult to adapt themselves
_to the new orientation of - Vatican II as envisaged in the
~ General Pr:_nc:.ples. The growing consciousness of- the made‘, i
- quancy of our groups in understanding the full. implications .

‘of the G.P., has led to a greater desire to go deeper into
. the ¢.P. and to . see how ‘these can be applied to the local
needs of each group and mlieu. As a result of this need,
the National Federation was able to organize for the flrst

time an intense course of twe days on the study-of the Gen
.eral Principles. The results were. satisfactory.Tt is hoped
that the.leaders who attended this seminar will organize

for their local groups similar seminars and foster a desire
. in their members to study more intensely the Principles,

and so motivate: them in their daily 1ives %o a be‘tter ser—-
vice to 't;he 1arger commnnity.- S

Problems '

~* Ome of our difficulties has been how to help our groups
- be "commmitarian" in their outlook and attitude. I sup-
pcse this will be a task continually -to ‘be aimed at by enm=
‘phasising this sense of - commmunity - through our spiritual.
and apostolic programmes. - This will encourage and- create
. opportunitiés for personal contacts of members fnendships
. among them, more collaboration in their work and = common
apogtolates. We still find this isolation of our groups, a
- sort of “l:.ve-and—let-hve‘* attitude, cmcemed more about
,“l:he sense of "associa'bion“ ‘and adherence %o Juridical struc

- +tonres then a flexible comm:.ty sense where the spiri‘b of

unity in diversity stands out in 'a commmity of persons. ]
With the stress now being g:.ven‘i;o this aspect in formation,

" there is a gradual awakening to the meaning of community,
moving away from a too self-centredf BATTOW outlook in our
spmtuairby.

Another serious diff:.culty, due T th::a.k in 1arge meas

ure to our grave economic situation plus the indlfference o

- of- certain groups, has been the poor response of our groups
to support the Ea‘l;:.onal Pederation financially. Though an
axmual gubsoription of Rs. 25/= per: gronp (for adul-l:a) and

"17
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mitted.])ae 'l:o 'l:his we have been compelled ‘I:o appeal ‘bo the
. V:Blshops'conference for an annual. subsidy- to help OUIr MOVEw -

. ment in its commz.tmen'bs. I think that with a proper motiva
oo bien and &’ sense. of commum.ty,we shall be: able 'to overcome
,'th:;.s prn'blem. L S v o

Our cmtzy; | ne:mg in -bhe '.Ehlrd World s :m a con'hn.n

- ual state of crisis, espec:.ally in dts economic needs:. Our
.‘cm's, living in the midst of poverfhy, nags unemplo;ymen'b

< “bribery and comp'hlon, and: being. con’bmually challenged,
by disunity. taused by caste, commuhal -and political d:.ffer
ences, have a tremendous. oppornmi'hy to give a réal mtness'

“to the spirit of poverty by simplicity of life, to.a deep

. community sense by & greater ‘sharing of ma‘temal goods and.
”j,involvemen't in projects for the economic and social devel-
opment of our peeple.We need to - stress with grea'ber insist -
. .ence and force the value of ;the Spiritual Exercises in 'bher.

‘ l1ves of our meirbers in erder to motivate them to enter im
TN a very deep mvolvemen'i; in polm*i;n.cal and soc:_al efforts.
in our commtry. I feel very cp“bimn,s%:.c for the future of’

~“ our CLCs -and for the impact they. cen exert. in the country

and in ' all other Christian 'action grmzps. There is real
dynemism in the General Principles and they can do much for
a person if he is ready like. Mary to make the response of
-a total gift of self. God calls us in the ‘events and daily
‘situations of our lives,  and discerning. and answering in- -
* volves a total cormnltmen*b to -the CILC way of. life for the
'greater good of soclety and "bhe greater glory of God.;
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 From AFRICA

E‘Ehio;g’ia‘: "Let me tell you tha‘a a flrst group of 5 teach-
- ers has just been formed.« We meet weekly, way

'toge"cher, exchange, etc. For example, during our last meet

ing we tried tc search out together what the Christian at—
$itude should be in the face of the social and poll-b:.cal '
‘fconmls:_ons +that seem to be. oocurlng in our countr:;‘."k )
'Mada@, scar' : "Our leaders a.t var:r.Ous 1evels are soakmg'

T themselves in the Spiritual Exercises and try
,:mg to renew meeting me‘chods and style of living accord—
ing to the CLC way of life. From -April 2nd to Tth it was
the turn of the National ‘Bureauw, with 9 o‘ther Vleaders, to
- meke the ‘Spiritual Ex.erc:.ses. ’ I '

Fa‘cher Jean-Marie Rakotondrasoa former nat:.onal ass:.s’cant
of Madagascar, -has . ;Lust been consecra‘ted, b:.shnp o:E‘ the d1o
cese of- Antsirab&. The World. CL[} ‘Federation is" happy to
join. with its Malagasy friends in oi‘ferlng Bishop Rakoton~- -
drasoa ita respec‘l:ful greet‘mgs and assures him of its
; jprayers.

Bhodesia‘: "Ma.ny thamks for the penodicals and - documen‘bs
- that you sent me. T use them a great deal to e
of help to our. groups in both the urban.and rural sector.
I am assn.st:.ng gsome ‘diocesan priests too in the work of
promot:.en. Soon I will have more time to glve +the Spiritu-—
a2l Exercises and hope in this way to be able to help to
deepen the faith of our members .and encourage them ’uo live
more fully the way of 1ife of CLC.

VZamb:la«;- - *We have beg:m th:x.s year with 2 -short formation
S session which brought together more than 40 repre
_sentatives of our 22 groups. The zssistants and lay dele—
gates took part in the presenta’clons, exchanges, activi-
ties, ,J.s:,x.‘kurgy. It was tmly & "Mini-Course" of Cavallett:x.
. and. Augs'burg. At 't:h:.s gathering we decided to plan a ser—
ies of recollections and retreats - of 1 day, 1 weekend,

.3 days - and in 1975 we hope to. have lon,ger re’f:reats based, )

on the Spintual Ebcerc:.ses.
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E'cIHng;“

1 ',VFrom mm AMERTCA

>~ Chlle: _ "We are workmg at ‘the renewal of - the Federatlon
: - 80 “that the Spirit m.ll be the. msp:.ratlon of" our

- CLCs, We are now expanding:our communities, - which up to

now were mainly- ‘made up of m:.verszty students, to adults. N
.. We are trying te make sure that the ch:.lean CLGS are close }
L ly lmked with the World. Fedemtion. y .

»Mexlco: The Natlonal Fedemtlon of - Mexloo is prepar:.ng g -
) two-week forme:t:.on course-for some 40. leaders of :
S its oonnmnltles. Based on the Rome Course, it will consist -
of 8 days of the :i.nd:.vn.dually-—gan.ded Spiritual ' Exercises,
.. followed by a. coxmmmmy exper:.ence to discover and deepen |
' . the CLC. way -of . 11v1ng It 'will take place - Sep‘bembevr,ld,‘-

october 2, o o ' '

APeru" last ‘March 24 we celebrated World CLC Day with-
e grea-b suceess, bringing together the 5 Communities
of Lima, - The day had been ‘prepared by the 3 v,delega’be‘s;to' )

the Augsburg General Assembly. We have big plans too in

‘our Federa-blon to promote cur commrbment 1n the. sense of
the message of "Augs'burg '73" A : :

k' Some ‘V‘ery Good News' ‘

Following the reques-bs voicea by many mtn.onal federa o

tions of Letin America, and at the instance of the.Execu- .

~tive Council of the wOrld Federa-tlon, Father Ampe, Gener
al of the Society of Jesus, has given his accord that: Fath
er Justo Gonzdlez-Tarr{o sj devote himself full-time 'bo the
‘work of promoting CLC in ILatin America. He will be at the
~service of the . dlfferent national federations and, with
- their collaboratlon mll further and coordinate their work

 at the continental level. His base of operations w111 be

Cordoba (Argentina), - very probably at Caseros 141, " Both
many national leaders as well as ‘the readers of this review
have already had occasion to a:pprec:.a‘i;e i;he qual:.ty of - hls
o contr:.btrl:ions to 'l:he work of CLG.
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From ASTA : ECHOES...

India: The National Federatlon has set up an 1ntens1ve
°  program of formation sessions, The calendar of.

. . +these for the first semester is: - ‘

January 20-26:@ 36 participants from 10 Indian federations

March 7-10 : Seminar for leaders from Bombay

March 30=31: Adult members, 2 from each group

April e T s Introductory live-in for young working members
April 17-28 ; Live=in Course for 30. priests and sisters

X

May - 3-10: CLC Leadership Camp for Bombay working youth -
May 1-20 CLC Leadership Camp for Mah.a'bleshwar work—
: : . ing youth.

Japan: "We are in t’he process of tramslating the main con

g ferences of the Formation Course and ofthe Gener—
al Assembly and are preparinge series-of week-end seminars
for priests and lay' members. Our Federation,although young
' compared to others, is growing in dlfferent sectors. The
climax of the last few weeks has been the act of consecra-—
tion . (comm:.tment) of .27 members. Many of. +them prepared for
'thls 'by' a retreat,"

,Ph:.llppmes: "Christlan I.ife" the National Federatlon s

review, has, beg:.nn:.ng in January '74, been
'pu'bl:l.shing a series of articles: on the formation program
drawn up over the last few years. It envisages -2 succes~
sion- of progressive steps which challenge the whole per-
son and take account of the stage he is at.

On the - Cont:.nental Level )

'.L‘he f:.rst regular bullet:.n of - "ASTAN LINEK" has come
tous., It invites the reactlons of. ‘members regarding the
de51re for and possibility of an Asiatic gathering in 1975.
It includes news from CLC across “the world. . It prods its
readers to reflegt on the1r experience of %the Exercises
and the:u.r thoughts and feelings in the face of the energy
erisis. F:Lnally, it invites its readers for criticisms
that might improve its service.. It is a very interesting
step and has the value of establishing a regular dialogue,
lessening in this way the problem involved in the enormous
distances between Asiatic countries. '

- 21




Problems 9;4‘ Teday
in the Light of Faith

' STATEMENT OF THE FEDERATION OF CLC OF THE
' UNITED STATES IN RESPONSE TO POPE PAUL VI'S.
APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION ON DEVOTION TO MARY,

The "new woman" and the developmen’c ‘of the wnique and

_ vital contribution she can mske within the ranks of a con-

cerred Christian laity was atopic of discussion and action
at the semi-annuel meeting of +the executive leadership of
the Natlonal Federatlon of Chr:.stlan Life Commmrt:r.es.

Meet::ag in St. Louis, March 22 24, the NFCIC —- the
post Vatican II development of +the 400 year old Sodality

. movemént —- gave its full’ endorsement to ‘the recent papal

exhortation entitled "Marian Devotion", with its strong
- sense of, and emphasis on, the women's r:.ghts movement and
’che au'bhentlc search for Chr:.stlan unrby. : '

Although the spzmmal and apostollc thme‘t of the CLC _
- -movement is centered sol:.dly on the person and’ mss:.on of
- Jesus Christ, the federation clearly reaffirmed Mam, the
" Mother of Chr:_st as & woman .of deep fal’ch immersed in the
Vstmggle to form the fn.rs‘t Ghrlsi;man conmmnlty wmth her
son, Jesus Christ,

§
1
]

In respense ’co the . pa.pal challenge to Gatholio groups
. to develop modern forms of Mar:u.an piety which- emphasize
- women's mghte and ecumenical. unlty, - the NFCLC' detemined
- fo. develop for its member commtm:lties,

1) ‘Programs whlch mterpre*t anew. ’ho Chnst:.ans of. “today" ,
- the authentic role of Me.ry in +the my’stery of Chrie't; and
5 _the Church, - and forms of . piety which’ authentically ,
- mirror this modern mterpretat:.on'




2) Programs ‘that see - in . Mary the exemplar of modem women‘ .
in-all +that would 11berate them from eccle31ast1cal andﬂ
cultural forms of oppression which make them less than
the equals of men- : o e

':3} Programs wh:n.ch umiertake to awaken a sens:L’clve awareness :
of areas -of - anti-femnlne injustice, and. to follow such:' ’

programs w:.‘th remedlal soc:Lal actlon. s -

e

The Nat:.onal Federatz,on of. Chrlstz.an Ia.fe Conmum.’ta.es whole,

hearteély endorsed “the ‘papal view of Mary as the "new

woman", - and urged its mem‘bership to spread +he authentic
.message of Mary, not.as a passive spectator on the life of
‘Christ, but as & woman who, in the Words of Pope Paul VI,

- "did not hesitate. o proclan.m 'bha'b God- mdlcates the humble o

-and thé oppressed, and removes, the powerful peeple of 'b}u_s
world from 'bhelr prlv:x.leged posztions. -

EXCEB.'P‘.I.‘ FR(}M A LE'.E*EER

OF I'HE. NATTONAL: FEDERATTON. OF. Gm
‘ TG ms LEAJ)ERS

=

*D:LSCU.SSE.OII concerning -the modlflca'f;z.on of Paragraph 218 St
;’GB of “bhe Geman ¢ivil Code has long made clear that it is
a questlcn not only of” the so-called mterruptlon of preg-.

- mancy, but of & bas::.c posrblon ‘with regard to the human,

7 perso;n and his- fundamental mgh‘c to l:;.fe.‘

The . protectlon of the lz.fe of the unborn is. only one .of .

the many sectors in which this right to- protection néeds - .

“ to be mamtamed. Some- others, which ‘appear on the horizon. .
and may soon be the-object of violent controversy are the
right to life of ‘handicapped- persons, and the right and du
ty not to rid oneself of the Imirden of old age but ra:bher,
to be taken care of by soc:.e“by.

It ig in th:Ls context” tha’s the Geman b:.shmps are appeal— '

ing for a day of prayer nfor l:.fe" The full value of life
can only be seen in reference to its source, 'I:he God—Crea-»

. -,-".':2”3‘ ‘.
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“~~such,? tat rather that each of us take seriously ,
o personal and community pr&yer, and ‘invite and motxvate
- others to it :|.n our family, among our fr:.ends “at school
o etes .

3 “
$ 8




IN THE LIG-HE‘ OF ASSISI

At the end of the Pentecos‘c 1973 meeting at the Es-
corlal in Spain, +the National CLC Federation of Italy had
. 1nv:|.ted the pres:.dents and ecelesiastical assistants of the
European federat:.ons to hold the:Lr next, mee’smg at Ass:.sn..

The of:[’er was accep’sed to our great profit and’ aoy...~,
- From May 31 to June 3, +the leaders and assistants of ten:
coun*l:rles of Burope, along with the members of “the Europe-.
‘an CLC Team and those of the Rome Secretariat found them-

gelves together once more: By now these - gatherlngs have beg

‘come family reunlons.Ever‘yone knows everyone else. mtroduc_
tions have become unneeessary, except for the new faces...

. What was really new was Assisi. Assisi, “that gave the -
gather:mg a spec:.al theme and style.

1) InSearch o:t"' a S'ty—le of“I:i»fe

Assisi is the towm of +the “Poverello“ .Saint Prancis.
A to0 easy poverty his, one might say. In any case, oneg
that was young, enthus:.ast:.e, gay, rash. The poverty of
the flowers of - the fiélds and the birds of heaven, in &
coun“brysn.de where the stones harmonize with the indefina-
- ble tint of the olive tress. Perhavs we have’ need of Fran- -
cis! Canticle of the Creatures to feel the allure of "Lady
Poverty®, and to unearth déep within ourselves that little.
grain of madness that will allow us to make, in our gocie—
ty of ’coday, those prophetlc gestures of- E‘ranc:n.s a.nd Igla—
'tlu.s. -

In this almos’s myst:.cal a’bmosphere, our temptatlon )
was. to forget the world from which we were coming, <this .
Burope sick with its mches,, this -club of wealthy cour-
tries that trembles at +the thought *I:hat its growth might
be- arres’ced and, - to the degree that an economic crisis
looms as’ ' a menace,f turns -in upon itself, while the poor -
are left aside even moré. But before Asszs:. there had been
Augsburg. We could not forget its thrust of world solidar-
ity. Thus our meeting was definitely set within: the’ frame-

work of Augsbumg: not poverty for. :.tself but the poverty‘

" that Christ chose, in aolidarn.ty with the poor, Poverty at
' the service of liberation..’ ‘Poverty ‘hhat will mke us free
%o identify with the asp:.rat:.ons of men_, ‘and help them to .
;fmdagai.nmeanlngmllfe. R S : e
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"su:.'be& ETY +the. CLCs of Europe at 'f:h::.s tme in. wh:.ch we 1ive.

_Flrs‘b of all, ‘by glving a 1arge place to. prayer: and. person;_
al reﬂec'hon, s0 as to challenge ourselves and to remake
:t‘or ourselves the decisive chioice that would set us on the

. road: "I desire and I choose poverty with Christ poor rath

‘er than nches- " contempt w:.th Christ desplsed rather than
honors' and 1 desire.to be accounted as worthless and a

fool for Christ who was thus. treated before me, ra‘bher,‘

than to be es‘beemecl a.s wise and . pmden:h in’ this. world "

At the- same time we remforced our reselve to l:.ve,
ou‘b this op‘hz.on for poverty: ‘and for service in the communi
ty of the. Church. During ‘bhree days we lived +this eccles:x.al
community, but it was doubtless dur:mg our ‘final Bzchar:.s'b
- that we understood it. As we met there *bogether in the Ba-
- silica of-St. Clare, ‘before. the crucifix which had spoken
to St. Francls, was it not stlll to us that his words were
addressed: "Don"b you see, Franecis, .that my Church is in

' ruins? I want you to rebuild it." Why should we be afraid

N today to be reformers of the Church,.on the condition that’ )
“we think first of all of reforming ourselves, and discover
in ourselves the seme ills  that exists in.. the ‘Church at
large? And, follom_ng Franc:Ls and - Ignatius,. how else can-
we do it tha.n with other brothers and compamlons, ’ m, com-
rmm.on with the um.versal Church‘? -

‘ -The three d:.mens:.ons of this theme poverby, ser—-
- vice, commnlty - We pursued in d:_fferen’b Wa.ysr '

o A meetlng of. this kmd of course, :mcludes technical
- aspects: exchange of mformatlon and futore planming, But®
these facets were more. eas:.ly mtegmted into the theme
than at previous meet:.ng + The reporbs ‘of national federa- .
.~ tions as well as “the actlv:.‘cz.es ‘report of - the European -
-Team were seen better as a common search to- identify. with
the ‘hopes ‘of men: greater ;just:.ce, greater shamg of re-
- sponsibilities, be*b*l:er commtm:.catlon. :

' Tn the same way, 'the mee‘tmgs of interest—groups con—.
Qverged toward tlus search fo.k a style of living: in forma~

‘ " tion programs, a.mong youth " in the confrontation of CI:C'
~ with the world of ’boday, in. the relations between na‘clonal L

. federations and. the. world cozm:rum.ty. W:x.‘hh:.n the walls .of
- Assisi, the world was more th:an ever with us. And: bes:x.des,, :
_Asia was there.in the person of Father Tchou; and Iatin A=
’ merlca in that of Father Gonzélez-‘.ﬂarr{o. But +the world,
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 ~1:00 of 'f:he men who 11ve around u.s, thaaiks to ‘the documen‘b‘”k

‘presented by the European Team's Study and Research . Comm:x.a"' '

. sion on "Modern Men: His Needs and His Hopes" which canf
now prov:.de e basis for our effox*bs. a

2) A New’ St;gle-,

The Assisi gathering had too a mnew. style. T might .

characterize it as a pilgrimage, in the true ‘sense of the
term. Our picture of a meeting is nsually that of a large
room, a big table, papers, and persons round- about who'
speak or who listen. There was ‘that -of course. But some-
thing else, . which played -a. large pole in the mee*b:mg
“session in which our feet took rert as well as ‘our head.s.
We did not always stay in one place, and yet we were not
tourists. Rather we were, . as S‘t.’ “Ignat:;us love,d. -bo\ call'
Bimself, pilgrims. :

' Each day tHe Euchamst “Prought. us. together m ‘a d.:Lf-, '

feren'b place. The fn.rat night, at St. Mary ez jor Church,
on +the theme of poverty and. liberation. Next day, at the .
tomb of St. Francis; leaming %o follow Jesus Christ poor
and humble. On Pentecost mom:.ng, in the poor tut beauti-
ful Church® of St. Damian, " to be" prodded in-gur efforts to

- be-one with the aspirations of men. The last day, f:.nally, K
at .5t. Clare's, at the foot of the St. Damian- erueifix, to
be sent, like. Franc:Ls, ‘toward the- contumal refom of the'
Church, in commanlon wrbh her. . . , .

" We were stlll more ’sruly p:.lgr:.ms when we clmbed to',
-the Hermitage of the Cells, five kilometers from Assisi,
where Francis usad to - retire. First a -good part. of the:
journey in. s:n.lenee, listening to the Spirit on this morn-
_ing of Pentecost.. A prayer in poverty, our eyes open to
creation around us, and quite spec:.ally to "Cur Brother
_the Sun", who, tha‘ﬁ morning,  was s:.ng:.ng in full wvoice .
- the- Ganticle of the Creatures. Then our tongues wera un-
loosed to spéak inour turn of the "marvels of God", ‘ and
this truly fraternal exchange with our two or. three com=:
panions of ’che road was unders’r;ood by each one in hn.s own .
1aa:1gaage' '

No p:.lgnmage :Lacks its. shouts of joy and its songs.
And we were in Italy! From Pentécost eve we saw arriving

‘young CIC members from Tur:.n, -from Naples, from Rome. And

.the next evenmg, ‘after that long walk in the sun, we sat.

'and made -a long ’srip through the d:.fferen‘h regions of I’c-u
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“times gay, sometimes ‘sad, t always wam and friendly. In

presenting us with- 'bh:Ls fiesta, our Ttalian friends re-.
vealed themselves to us as they are, in all thelr feeling,
‘warmth- and frzendlmees. "It is to them in a special way
tha'b we owe the unuml s’syle of our ga‘cher:.ng. : »

I would like to say, fn.nally, %ha‘h this style was not -
_simply the sauce &@ccompanying the main dish.- It was the ex
,pression :L'l:self of what we were seekmg, the Way of: 11vmg )
’shat we were talking abou'b.

Should we. ment:.on pract:.cal conclus:.ons and dec:.s:Lons‘? :
On some points, yes, although this gather:mg toock place at
~-a moment when concrete activities already decz&é&“ upen
were about to take place: = for example, the coming session
on liberation at Toulouse, and the three formation courses
‘which will reproduce the Rome Course this coming summer for
~three lz.ngulst:.c regn.ons' English, French and German.,. '

For the rest 't:he questlons remained ques*h:.ons, kwe"

can only offer them to our readers as they were posed to |

~us at the start. We tried on our part to probe them, but
it is up to all the .members of CILC t¢ re-translate.them
~into their omn. life context and to deepen with us our un—
derstanding of - them, 50 that the great light of Assm:., in
' ‘these days of Pentecost may shine from Fast to West.These
. are the questions-

','l) How can we, who are rlch follow Jesus Christ poor and.
. humble, as true sons?’ %at prophetic gestures in our
present soc1ety can we ;pose and propose to CLC?

i

2) How can we, who are in pos:L’c:Lons of leadership and some .
times hemmed in by the narrow circle of our responmbih:j
ties and our background, identify with the hopes and ag
pirations of the men of our time, in a sp:xr:.t of sernce,
and not of domnatlon‘? ‘ :

' How can we, who are md.l'VlduallS‘blc as a result of - our
“middle~class ‘education, work, within the Church and oub
-side the Church, to abolish the barrlers that our socie
'(ty has stmctured‘?’




