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/Today PROGRESSIO has the feeling of a boat rewly launched,

‘ts sails billowing in the mnd... ‘A fresh breeze, young

an \dynam:.c, breaks into its pages mth its Youth Section.v

Ouf rev:.ew, a link between the CICs of all countries, be-
comes now a lln.k too between youth and adults. The new ar-
‘of PROGRESSIO, . with its ineclusion of YOUTH-PRO—
"'foffers o all its readers begmnmg now an op-“
f’for mutu.al understandlng and comprehensmn. And

‘nd the less-—young follow the same path and. lcok to: 't:he

samevsemce of others. Today is a time 'to re,jo:.ce‘

PROGRESSIO

—
PROGRESSIO SU?PLEHENT Ne 3, FREEDOM
POR SERVICE, The Use of the Individ-

ually Guided Spiritual Exercises, has
appeared in English and French. The .
Spanish . edition w1ll appear at the end

s of June.




M A R Y
IN THE LIFE
OF MEN AND WOMEN OF TODAY

i

We nrge all our CLC members and subscribers to get znd
read the recent Apostolic Exhortation issued by Pope Paul
VI entitled Marialis Cultus (For the Right Ordering and De-
velopment of Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Nary). It pre- -
sents Mary in a truly modern way, keenly aware that "in
our time, the changes that have occured in 'social behav-
‘ior, people's sensibilities, manners of expression in art
_and letters and in the forms of social communication have
also influenced the manifestations of religious sentiment”.

‘Our devotion to Mary, we are told,should be biblical,
so that it is “imbued with the great themes of the Chris--
tian message". It ought ™to be in harmony with the. sacred
 liturgy" and "somehow derive inspiration from it". It Yre-
flects the preoccupations of the Church herself” and somis
in secord with the deep desires -and aims of {he ecumenical
movement". ILastly, - and here the document speaks very clear
1y and vigorously - it should take full account of "modermn
‘anthropological discoveries and the profound changes which
have oecurted in the psycho-soc:.ological field in which
modern man l:.ves a.nd works"

The exhortation both recegnlzes the -vyalue of anmen‘t;
forms of devotion to Our lady, such d4s the angelusand the
rosary - when used in accordance with the guidelines giwven
above- - and also encourages the "creative impulse™ of those
who "through gemuine religious inspiration or pastoral sen .
sitivity wish to establish new forms" of devotion to her.

SOME EXCERPTS

"In the Virgin Nary evetrything is relative to Ch.mst and
dependent upon him.... it seéms to us particulariy in con—
‘formity with +the spiritual orientation of our %time... that
o in the expressions of devotion t0 the Virgin the Christo-
~log.|.ca}. aspect should have partmular prominence,” :
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"'..,.‘ without in any way dé’cm,cting from the un:.que charac-
ter of this devotion, every care should be taken to aveid

any exaggeration which could mislead other Christian breth
" ren about the true doctrine of the Catholic Church.... it

'is the same power of the Most High which overhadowed ' the

Virgin of Nazareth and which today is at work within the

" ecumenical movement and making it fruitful.... Just as at.
" .Cana the Blessed Virgin's intervention resulted in Christ's
performing his first miracle,so today her intercession can

“help tobring to realization the time when the d:.sciples of
Chr:ast will agam find full commmmion in fa:.th.“

- M...the 1modern. woman a.nxlous to par'hlcn.pa'be mth decision
making power in the affa:.rs of the commmnity, will contem—

. plate with intimate joy Mary who, taken into dialogue with .

God, gives her active and responsn.ble consent.... The mod-
- ern woman will note with pleasant surprise that Mary of
" Nazareth, while completely devoted to the will of God, was
far from being a timidly submissive woman or one - whose
piety was repellent to others; on the contrary, she was a
woman: who did not hesitate to proclaim that God vindicates
the humble and the oppressed, &nd removes the powerful
people of this world from their privileged positions (cf.
Luke 1:51-53). The modern woman will recognize in Mary,who
- "stands out among the poor and humble of the Lord",a woman
- of strength, who experienced poverty and suffering, flight
- and exile. These are situations that cannot escape the at-
- tention of those who wish to support, with the Gospel spir
- it, +the liberating energies of man and of society.... the
figure of +the Blessed Virgin does not disillusion any of
the profound expectations of the men and Women of our time -
Wit offers them the perfect model of the disciple of the:
 Lord: the disciple who builds up the earthly and temporal
city while being a diligent pilgrim towards the heavenly
- and eternal city, the disciple who works for that justice
“which sets free the oppressed and for that charity which
agsists +the needy; but above 2l1l, the disciple who is the
- active witness of that love. wh:x.ch uilds- up Christ in
; people s hear'ts.“ .




ECUMEN ICAL ACT IVITY ‘I‘ODAY

by Walter M. ABBO‘I“I‘ Sede

The most widespread ecumenical activity is not some-
thlng directed by the World Council of Churches or by loc~
‘al Councils of Churches. It does not come from internation
al or national dialogue commissions. It is not the annual
Week of Prayer for Unity, Jjointly sponsored by Churches in
,most parts of the world. :

A1l those urganlzatmns and the:.r actlv:.t:.es are :.m-
portant, and we shall return to them, but we begin our sur
- vey of ecumenical activity with the fact that the most'
widespread form of it in the world today is, ;provxdentzal~
1y, -the most basic and essential thing of all: cooperation

in Bible work and prayer, i.e., -interconfessional Bidble -

translating, distribution, reading; study and prayer.

~ Paradoxically, most of this common-or :.nterconfesswn_
al Bible activity is the result of the work of an orgeniza
tion that is not, &and cannot be, formelly engaged in the
ecumenical movemenir the United Bibtle Societies (UBS)
federation of 56 national Bible Societies with offn.ces m
ano‘cher 105 cozmtries. :

The one aim of 'the UBS is ever wider circulation of
the Seriptures, without doctrinal note or comment. UBS lez
ders, who are devout clergymen and laity of various: Church _
- es, say the Bible Societies cannot engage in ecumenism be-
cause it is a controversial thing among Christians. Be-
cause the Churches do not have the same concept. of unity,
the Bible Societies have nothing to say about _ecumenism,
Just as they have nothing to say about the proper method
of baptism, ordination, or the number of the sacraments.
No controversisdl material enters their publications, be-
cause they aim to serve all the people everywhere with the
Sera.p‘kures.

‘-'..5  '
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e Bible Soc:.et:.es “to--get the Sci P 4

11 the people. The Roman Catholic Church joined this work,
as & result of 'l:he Second Vatican Council (Dei Verbmn, Ch. .
6). The Bible Societies have therefore turned out to be
‘more “ecumenical' than the Councils of Churches. In the’

- USA, for example, the National Council of Churches, com~ . ‘

;,:monly regarded as +the chief ecumenical instrument o:E the
country, has 35 member Churches. The- American Bible Socie-

1y, bowever, has 70 Churches in its Council, including an~

ti-ecumenical ones (i.e., anti-NCC Churchea) There is a
B simila.r pattern in the Philippines and in many other coun-

- tries. Twice as many will work with the Bible Societies,
“: in fact, almost all, although some will npt cooperate with

. each. other in anything else.

B “IA the process of coope:‘a‘cmg with the B:L'ble Soc:.et:.es
.. there is a vast, interconfessional return to the Scrip-
~. tures, o the Fa‘t;her and the Son and . the Sp:.rrt: speaking

“to the world in and through the Scnptures. In the process

. the Scriptures and the Bible Societies become mighty in-
-~ struments in the hand of God, for Gh.r:.at:.an reneml and
for m:z.ss:.onary outreach and .’:‘or ecumen:.sm. :

‘We are talking here abouft'an annual prod:uc-fbion»afﬂmare
than 200 million Scriptures by the Bible Societies - more
than 5 million Bibles, 15 million New '.I}esta.ments, 30 milw
lion portions (booklet editions of G-cspels, Psalms, etc.),
165 million selections (pamphlets and leaflets attract:wely :
illustrated, giving a key passage of Scriptm'e) in more
“than 500 lemguages in more than 150 countries and territo~-.
‘ries. Ve are talking here about Catholic part:z.c:,pation in
UBS translation work inllS languages around the world (119
out of 585 in which the UBS is currently at work). This in

" “terconfessional work is at various” stages of complet::.on.

 The New Testament has been published in Korean, Thai, Sin-
,hala Prench, Cebuano, Chinese, Bulgarian. Work on the 01d -

© - Testament is well advanced in most of these languages also.
Meanwhlle ‘people don't have to wait for the-new version.

‘By order of Pope Paul VI (Decree, Nov. 15, 1966) the laws
against versions produced under’ nonacathollc ausp:,ces have
.been revoked, and all of the Episcopal Conferences have
been informed (Jan. 29, 1969) how to make use. o:f.’ already ‘
ax:.st:.ng B:Lble Society prod:uct:.ons. - ;

o Much of the Chrlstian renewal around tha world is be-»
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ing achieved by the use of these Bible Society productions.
Christian renewal is the pre-condition of the ecumenical
movement. As the Second Vatican Council said, “There can
be no ecumenism worthy of the name without a change of
heart,and holiness of life, .along with public and private .
prayer for the unity of Christians, should be regarded as -
the soul of the ecumenical movement" (ibid., N°, 8). VWhere -
ever Bible Society productions are used they do the wor}c,
of chm.st:.an renewal, in the privacy of the home or in o¢b~-
servance of national Bible Week, national Bible Sunday,and
local distribution campaigns, winch are especially effec~
. %ive in the Bible Society training program‘ {called - "Op-
erat:.on Philip" in the Philippines; ' where they have been

very successful). In this way the Bible Societies are ac- - o
tually the most mdespreacl productive and efficient in-

struments of ecumenism, and all who cooperate with them
are de facto doing a basic work of ecumenism.

- The Bible Societies at their World Assemﬁ:ly (Adciis Ab
aba, September, 1972) resolved to reach an annual d:.s*tr:.b— o

u‘t:l.on of 500 million Scripbures by 1980\ with spec:.al emm

phagsis on selections for literacy programs, for children,
youth, = students, women, special groups and situations as
opportunities arise. Anyone who engages in this vast pro-
gram contributes to ecumenism end to the basic Christian
missionary outreach. Missionary outreach with the Scrip-
tures, by everybody - man, woman, child - is another re-
sult of the Vatican II document on the Bible, which not on
ly recommends but urges that it be done mtercon:fesszonal«
ly or ecumenically (Dei Verbum, N°. 25). OCne hears many
- people asking these days if ecumenism is dead.If one means
by ecumenism the work and prayer for fulfillment of Christ’s

prayer that all may be one, ecumenism is not dead and it
won't be as long as the Word of God is in c:.rcula:t;lon-and

the Bible Societies m.ll ‘gee . to that. : ‘

_Anyone who reads the  Seriptures and tries to share
their messege with someone else - and that ' s what Chris-
tian renewal and missionary outreach and the Bible Socie~
ties are all about -~ must be able to explain the Serip-. .

. tures to some extent. At this point he (or she) needs, and

- will be well served by, the Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF)
or Scripture Union (SU), interconfessional organizations
. that were originally Anglicen (BRF) and conservative Prot-

-7
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estant (SU) tat iﬁa'?e, as a resul‘!: of va'blcan‘II ex*bendedk'
1the1r services to include Catholics.

o BRF gu:.des and commenta.ries for d.a:.ly reaé.mg {all of
‘ ‘wh’ich have the imprimatur of Westminster) come in four ser

' ies: A, foradult readers with some lmowledge of Sceripture;

By bmef notes for busy people with Seripture passage prin
' ted on the same page; Compass, with illustrated notes for
children {ages 10 to 135 Dz.scovey_z for young people {14

4o 18) with Bible passage printed in full. I've used Ser~

. ies A, and I can assure all of you it's worthwhile. If you

don't kmow the BRF address in your country, write to inter

. mnational headquarters, St. Michael ' s Hou.se, 2 Elizabeth:
St., London SWiW = RQ mglanu. '

- SU Bible readmg aids. 'are produced for children, teen
. agers and adults in 150 languages, and SU has staff at

" work in 70 countries. Perhaps SU publications are more sim
"~ ple than what Christian Life Community members need them

' selves, but they will discern what others in their care

. will find useful. For information write to the central of-
. fTice, 5 Wigmore St., London W1H OAD England, The French °
‘branch is La Ligue pour la Lec-bure de la Bible, 15 Avenue
" Poch, 68 Guebwiller, France. If SU publications don't have
~ the :.mpr:\.mamr in your language or your country, perhaps ..
‘you can dec something about it. : ; , )

Common Bible gtudy is good as far as it goes. How far. .

"jit goes depends on how competent the people are who engage
©, in it. Catholics nedd everything they can get from the
" ‘World Catholic Federation for the Biblical Apostolate (WCE

" BA)Y, ~which came into existence in 1969 to prométe develop- :
.- ment of national biblical apostolates and publication -of
v -all the helps Catholics need - priests, teachers, people
- in Bible~study groups - for understanding and praying with
' the Seriptures in the Catholic tradition. The founders of

- WCFBA, ineluding Cardinal Bea and Cardinal Willebrands,

Q"_,rightly regarded Katholisches Bibelwerk of Germany as the
. model for a national organization, since it has represent—

. ‘atives dnd members in every diocese of the nation, Bible-

. study courses for priests, teachers, the laity of all ages,
- and periodical publications, hooks, helps of all kinds. If
- -you don't kmow the address of your national Catholic bihli-
"cal apostolate office, and above all if it turms out that
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YOur‘céﬁn'bry' doesn't yet have an organized biblical aposy't-»'h .
olate, write to the central office: Silberburgstrasse 121-
A, T Stuttgart 1, West Germany. ‘

" The second most widespread ecuménical activity in the
world today is certainly the annual Week of Prayer for Un1 s
ty, in January or in the week preceding Pentecost. Surveys
by the World Council of Churches and the Secretariat for
Promoting Christian Unity show that in many places the Week
of Prayer needs to be rescued from dullness and lack of -
power. The people who have studied the Scriptures together
are the ones who can be counted on to know what is happen—
mg and to glve leadership in the matter.

‘ The third most m&espread ee’umen:.cal activity is coop
eration in health work and hospitals, uhiversity chaplain-
cies, industrial plants, prisons, the armed forces, work
among youth, drug addicts and distressed people of all
‘kinds, in relief services, response to national emergen-
cies, development and social action, work for human rights
and social justice. There is great progress in all these
fields, with and without collaboration of Church leader-
ship. Where clergy and people have a deepened knowledge of .
the core content of revelation, they hold liberals and con
servatives together in projects which would otherwise fly
apart. The same can be said about mixed marriages, with re
gard to the pastors of the partners, who must assist in
the best way possible before and during the marriage, as
‘well as with regard to the partners themselves.

The fourth most widespread ecumenical activity in-

cludes collaboration in education, in ecumenical centres,

in use of communications media. Africa leads the way in

this last field. Multimedia Zambia joins together the ra-

dio, publishing and audiovisual work of the principal Chur
ches but each Church alsc has facilities for expre,ssmg;
its own doctrine and practice. Interconfessional Bible

work is rightly at the core of all this activity.

~ Pifth and last on our list comes ecumenical dialogue.
At its $op level there are the bilateral dialogues (Angli-
can/Roman Catholic, ILutheran/Roman Catholic, ete.),  the
joint working groups <(at world and national level), the
work of Councils of Churches (all levels). This is the
least widespread activity because of its mature it requires.

sy




the total dedication of a small number of highly competent
‘and specialized people. The hopes of these people and the
. effect of their important work ultlmately depend on clergy
... and people at grass-roots level, as it is called. There is
~ not yet anywhere near thelevel and amount of local dialogue
- that are needed for the wunderstanding of the theological
. work that has been accomplished by these groups. There is
_more and more dialogue at local level as. a result of con-
‘flieting views on family life, sexual mores, aboa:‘tlon, sup
port of parochial schools, etc. By and large, ~the clergy
and people who will best contribute %o the dislogue on doe
- tTine and onpractice will be the ones who've read the Serip
tures and want to share their message with others,the ones
who've had a change of heart and are striving for holiness.
of life along with publ:.c and private prayer for the unity
of Chrz.s*blans. ‘
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ABOUT GIIR NEW YOUTH COMMIﬁSION

Youth have always been assoc:.ated wi'th Christ:.an Iafe’
Comunlt:.es ‘both as students and- yovng ‘workers. ~The spe~
cific goals of youth comnmnitles are to assist you’th in ar
‘riving at a mature response to their Chnstianvocat:.on and -
to guide them in their search to discover the designs of
Go? in the:.r 11ves.~ (See Geneml Prmclples, Numbers 3, 10
11

[ . . i

bigd you lmow that 'bhe very: f:.rst Chr:.st:.aa Life Connnui

“nity was a Youth group? It was founded in 1563, for - -l;he'
‘students of the Jesuit Roman_ College. Since that time, we -
]mow that youth CI:CS have constituted a unique and impor=

tant part of this world movement. A part that is growing’

“in number, too -~ asg: those of us who were in Rome and Augs-
‘burg last summer could see, by ‘I:he l&rge percen*tage of” "un,j
der 25ers" ypresent, from all over the world., Youth's influ
.ence is really. growmg, \not only in CLC but m 'me rest of‘
today's society as’ well. ~ -

-

Therefore, in- response to ‘klus Bign of the 'l:mes the

Executive Council took action to form & "Youth: Cmmmssion"
which weuld act as a8 work;ng body of the World- Federat:.on. :
- Phis article will hoge:f‘ully serve ds a brief in"broduct:.onj
~ to the Youth. COmm:Lssion. ijts members,, -its f'tmcft:ion, i*hs
hopesforthefuture : : o )

, Make-up of the COmm:Lssion- = there are ten members al-,
together, two from’ each of five continents, These menbers
were chosen by the Youth- delegates of Augsburg'?B, through
2 meil ballot last fall. Here are the results of that elec-'
tions :
‘ Afr:.ca o ; Aloysms Mahach:. (Rhodes:.a.)

L © Timothy Smith = (South Africa)
- Asim b . Al‘eli?ftamundo - (Philippines) .
e o—eha:.man,secretary(
‘ " Yorizumi Wetanabe (Japan) B
~Europe 3 '. ' Angela Clarke - (England)
> - Helene Hﬂller S ;(Gemany)
‘ I.a.t:.n America Carlos Lecaros °~  (Peru)-
. . Martin Morsles. (Argen'tine)
- North Ameérica : Diane Chagnon ' (Canada) »
- .. . . Peggie Telscher  (Usa) ohaimnv

%
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' new sect:.on of th:.s., magazine Progresslo.‘ -

Each member of the com:xssn.on b.as a :Lg reSpons:.b:.ll-‘
¥, - both to the other members and to-the World Fedération
as a whole. Having two, , ‘f:f'ic:x.al" represen‘tat:.ves from' each
continent Cwilk, f:l.rst of 'all, fac:.la.tate communlca'blon'
among the youth. oups themselves, ‘with adult: CLCs, with

the. Rome Secretamate. Communication and. shar:_ng of oursel; A

ves and ¢ our 'ideas ;.s tremendously mportant' For the youth‘
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To comlude “a though ac' A.N DNITA'."ION TO OI*BEEW&S

,"';tually, this is just a beginf .-
" ning! -we can say that a tref -

mendous job lies shead ofus.}
There will be many problems
dlong the ‘way: distance, lan|
. guage d:.fferences finances....
“but this is all fpart of our:
growing identification with|
- Jesus inthe paschal mystery.
© If it is our Lord's will,the|

new Youth Commisszon mll be;
. a decmswe h,elp for youth’
."CLCs across the world,Let us’
“be- um.ted 't;hen, in prayers|
oi’ thanks’ o ‘

.

“tional - community.

is  what all

1 tedo

A total of 67|
; CIC youth lea~
: ders from ‘all over the is-.

land, - went through the ad-
-venture.
Exercises together.

'MGXS?CAR i

The at-

: ‘ mg you to
of the Spiritual]-in

‘mosphere? "Very open to Chms‘h; ;

H ,.\and to o"the:mn

“We 've studiea no,
‘of PROJECTS, just re-]
which deals with,

¥PEB.’U

ceived,

"%mnmg" by ;Nat:.fonal Fede-1"

) Mratu.ans, and we re deeply:;
“interested. Count us in. The?

. dshme Aas regards full andj
‘helpfudl exchanges . about our

- experiences and our programsj

‘ of formation, =nd on how to:
~ achieve eccnomic help®.

for some’th:mg which would

be dedicated just to- CLC'\,

youth grcmps. Some‘bmng that

would be a product of our. ef

fTorts. Somethmg that would]

give ug a chance to gir our
| views,write downmthoughts, :

share them with. our mtema—- g
‘So ' our

first Youth Section of Pro~
gressio is indeed a great oo
oceasion for rejoicing. It

-of us- young
people have been 1ookmg for”

ward ‘to .

our request has been g,ran
But with it comes the
responmbllz.ty of contm.z—- .

1 ing the struggle to make sure
this LINK s‘i:ays al:.ve.

&s your sérszan‘b I;/a';m.atﬂ_{_
be. one; with me

this ander-bakmg. Cur pur
su:.t can be  called ~"ours"

only if we all are one in 1a - . ;

{ bouring for it.I shall ‘then,
- { frém time to time, be asking

0%

you young: people to share’ }

your views in the form of ar
ticles for our Youth Sec'tmn.t.
I am also :.nv:.tmg you to- .
,,freely wr::te ‘your . theughts- .
or share withus events which "’
Fare meaningful %o you and
. your: groups.

. we are ,maeed mrs o TI:IE,’
SPIRIT! :
gl«en.

-13 -

We have all been asklng -
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YGUTH cms - AN mmmm:om:, COMMUNI "

b;gr N:Lck Bm S J‘. B

O:ne of the strzking thmgs in cur Chr:.stian L:Lfe Com—-
es today .is their swiftly growing sense of’ hemg in
i s:.ngle wortd commum.ty.ff One. sees it everywhere,,
“,of man.l we get here at 'the World CLC Cen~
And 6 ofteni

‘share: mth them more" Tt was the same on all th ‘ Executive
,cunc:.l tnps, At every stOp one of the questmn_s was sure
to bve: wha,’c's happening in - ‘the other par-ts of our world

IC . fam:.ly‘? The: Sol:.dar:.tyhmd too was. conc ;e‘te proof .
.%alit CLC.members are beyond just talkxng abo
,m’temat:,onal community. We’ are’ begummg to-ac l:.ke one.
«And the events of last summer - the Rome cmse\“ the Augs=
burg. Assembly, the. Ta:.zé - Youth Sessz,cm v éeepenedkthlsi

sense unbellevably.

rs)ﬁie of reference create\d by radio, . televmmn =
T,'e T concems are 'bhe ‘same-: verywhere pove' Y,
o commmr!ry,, au hen't::Lcrby.
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c:.l::t:ators.’ ALY tlns isd most encouraging It meens - that
youth -initiative is. encouraged, that CLC ‘believes ..its -
young members have ‘a special - contmbnt:.on to meke, and -
mnts them to make it in their own way. But even more im-
porta.rrt - it -means that the World CLC. Federa'tlon loaks on

" youth as ‘persons capable of participating, not justin some
‘7«spec:.al section of CILC which would not really be taken’ se-r
nously, but in the life and mss:.on of CLC as a whole. .

So, youth CI:Cs have already ‘come & long way. But m
this existential universe, we never stand still, we are
. forever ‘becoming., Which is another way of saying, we still
_-have far to.go before CLC youth become ftzlly and truly an
international community.. So, just three shm thoughts on-
what can. he:lp m thm: &erC‘blon.

The f:.rst is to deepen your shared vision and your
l:.vmg of what CIC is. The greater is our sense of CLC
identity and - the more we feel! from - ‘our- lived experience :
_that we share the samé vocation - & call from the Lord to.

" live Ignatian spirituslity in the lay state - -the more we
will be one,. The shared experience of the Spmtual ‘Exers
cises w:.ll fo:rge more t:.ghtly the honds of world eozmmmﬁ:y'

Semmd. vlmore eammn:r.cat:.on.\ You are very fartunaft;e
th.at ‘the sessions this past summer  at Rome,. , Augsburg and
Taizé initiated, for a few of you from many nations, per-. -
sanal friendships w::t;h CLC .youth. etverywhere. !Ehey are
friendsths I hope you will’ continue and deepén through
perscnal correspondence, . and somehow share with other CILC
youth of your country. 'Exchange of mbllcatz.ons between
- different places will help. The ‘whole of PROGRESSIO, too,
is an-important link: last year, for éxample, . besides many.
short -news items about youth-CICs, ‘it had four articles
‘written by youth .groups themselves from Frame, Ch.ile, Can
ada and Italy.: And then, very speclally, this Youth Sec-
tlon you ‘are beg:m:nmg C L : :

'.Ehird, commmi'by grows through love-maction. When
we can', it means sharing our money.. It surely means shar-
ing experiences, me‘thods successes ~-or even.just your at-
tempts -~ in mmess:.ng to Chrigt's truth and love and. aus-_
tice in your own region. or cmmtry. Hav:mg v:.srbed CLCS m
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YOUTH FORMATION PROGRAM PHII:IPPINE STYLE

“was suggested that part 0 5the Youth Sectlon,,ontent be'

a’ Vresentat:.on of formation ms:berials in- the fom of art:.-,;
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:III S:E’EGI‘EIC OBJECTIVES :‘F SESSIONS (9 sessxons :.n all)

A.. Gettmg-to-—know—-you. , : - ,
- = To make the-members feel zt’ ease with one another
]-vTc facilitate the J.nvolvement of md:.vmuals m the

later sess:v.ons , . S : A
Gounm;g()ff SRR ' - ,
- To divide the b:,g group :mto permanent small groups
. for the faciln.tatmg of sharlng , .
C.- lee and ‘Learn , C R
- To cause the. .group. to have an :.m.tlal feel of look—”
-ing back into. thelr l:Lves m terms of relatmg an
experlence o ‘
- To- cause . the group to ‘have an nut:.al feel of groupl
V sharlng ' .
"~ To introduce what the whole day mll be - all about B
Lecturette on Live and Learn . ,
‘- To summarize and explain what Sess:.on C was a.ll a-;
bout -
- To glve an mtroduc’clon of what is expected of the‘
‘whole: day: o T T e -
Dhe Giving Tree - B
-.To cauge -the group to look back :m’co their, 1n.ves
' particularly on their relatlonshlps ‘ thrcugh the‘
‘use of a fairy tale - . - ‘ .
Christ .Bncounter . - o s :
=~ To enable ’che person tc evaluate his’ present relat'-g
1onsh1ps in .. the light of Scnptures and share the
. results with-his: small group \
oG Depth—Sharmg
‘= To enable 'l:he group to deal wi‘th the basis of thelr‘

. _relationships from the sta.ndpomt of Scrn.p‘bure

H. Evaluation T

- . = To evaluate the whole day as ’co content aml method

X Celebration . :

_— To celebrate and give thanks for th,e en:t;:.re day

‘ SESSION TI-TREE LIVE AND LEABN Frocedure )‘ B »v""“-,f -

a) Yeu mll try to- look over - ;y'our l:.fe and try to de—,.;
séribe an ineident that has ‘happened to you and. tha'l:
i has taught you an mporta.nt lesson, '

b) In: addltlon, you w:u.ll try to reflect on these que

) tions , W 4
- How did you benefzt from th:.s experience"
- What was mvolved in you:‘leaming from thls experi—
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- A pys—,— expre gion’ 1s “la.ve and 1earn" We could also
turm that armmd to say "learn and 11ve" mea.nmg,, leam
~from exper:.ence and you wxll 11ve more fuliy. o '




LIBERATION EFFORT IN A RURAL MILIED

How the Demands of & Service of the Very Poor
Led to the kCreatidn of 2 C.I.C.

Mergosatubig is my first pestoral experience, and my
first experience of oppressing structures operative within.
the rather simple framework of &  rurdl parish community.
The parish organisations were rife with political rival- -
ries, gambling, usury, unjust landlordism andeven status—
seeking, among the relatively few who had the good fortune
to have been to high school or even to have graduated from
college. Silently suffering all this, very much in the
‘church bat very little forming part of the Christian commu
nity, were the fish-vendors and washerwomen of the townm,
and the frequently seen but seldom noticed :ﬁ‘a.zfxn-l#.?z.bm;_fc-r-:rs,~
tenants and small farmers of the barrios in the mountains,
ebove and behind the ftown. I Ikmew that out of this feeble
expression of a2 local “church® a Christian commmity hadto
rise. What precisely should characterise that community I
could not spell out, for I had in-mind only something like
a beginning of what sprang up in apostolic times. Further-
more, unlike the physics teaching I .had just left, there
was no formula that only needed to be filled out mth data
in order for the task to be brought to completion. By per-
sonal decision I was the lone priest in the area, with one
compam.on a teacher named Jun Ebol whom I had me-t at & go

cial action seminar. And I was 2 new pastor, with no- methf -

odology, mno ideology to bolster me. except for what I bhad
held on to personally throughout the years — the Spiritual
Exercises of 5t, Ignatius, . So, willy-nilly, I personally
and formally abolished discrimination in the parish (my
first principle learned directly;from Vatican I1). '

Then we invited any a,nd all to om m,th us in meet-
ings, group dynamics sessions, “bibl readmg, Just ordinary
discussions, even T-groups; hopefully seeking to form a
cora™ group,’bhough not quite certain what that core group
should be like. There were many mistakes, and many dropped
out.But it graduslly became apparent that a few of us were
becoming more united.
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~ . Our two became three, then almost impercep’tibly grew
"to0 the present number of 21, Meanwhile, +the Yarrio
gpeople had .a\jvakened to a consciousness of +their iden-
tity as children of God, as brothers and sisters in  the
. same family with Christ. So with almost nothing said, mno
“ call for volunteers, no thought of support, we set about
- approaching these long-forgotten folk, welcoming help with
- out effusiveness, plunging ourselves mto the still uncer—

“tain depths of Christian brotherhood with all, no matter

" how poor and unlettered. It was Jun who suggest,ed that a

felt need, hitherto unexpressed, of our developing small
- commmity of prayer be answered - gpiritual deepenmg So
o I immediately agreed; and before long we had our first
. three days of closed retreat according to the method of St.
Ignatius, letting the Church also speak to our brethren
through her recent documents callmg for greater and deeper
social involvement. The rest apparently came from above.
That first closed retreat was followed by eight others,
like the first,but even more intemse in their clear vision -
of Christ as Teacher of the oppressed, and in the strength
of the call to actively prepare for the advent of the King
“dom. As our small group of- “littlen people grew spiritual-
ly, 'a like splrit of awareness and commitment czught fire
among our barrios, thanks to the more active (and the phys
ically stronger‘} members who helped advance the cause of
Christ among them. Gone from our midst are the -polities,
the premoters of gamblmg,the usurers, and snobs. Even the
- lesser landlords have softened their ways towards their
_tenants., Thus,in a manmner so non-directive as to be almost
- disorganized, we began to realize that a CLC was forming
amongst ourselves. ‘

José A. DACANAY




OUE - COMMITMENT IN C.T.C.

Wishing to reflect the orientations set during -
-our last Assembly at Augsburg, we. continue to
include conerete experiences m our series on
"Formation',

During this year we mll publish several “pres—
-entations of CLC" elaborated by national federa
tions. They aim at giving a concrete and global
picture of the experience they are living, and
thus avoid,among interested adults, the ambigui
ties that can arise from entering into CIC m.th
- out ]mcwledge of its spec:.flc approach.

Here is a text recently adopted by the Na.t:.onal
Executive Council of France.To make the r reading
of it clearer, we should add that in 1968 the -
French National Federation changed itself into

a single national Association (Commmnity),which
seemed to it to express better the reality of
its commmnity experience. (Ed:.'hor's NHote)

I. - THE GOAL~CLC AIMS AT

We belleve that Christ continues tocall men ‘and women -
today in order to associate them more closely in His ‘work,
and to consecrate them along with Himself +to the mission
He has received from the Father. dJesus Himself. explained
clearly the meaning of this mlsslon when He. began His pu~’
blic lifes :

"Phe Spirit of the Tord is upon me, for He has
anointed me. He has sent me to bring the good
news to the poor, to proclaim Iliberty to cap-
tives and new sight to +the blind. to6 set the
dowvntrodden free, to proclaim. the Lord's yea,r of
:Eavor.“r (Tuke 4: 1.8).
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 Then, before passing from this world to the Father, He en—
trusted this same mission to those whcm He had chosen and

’ ,'to the whole Church-

"As You have sent Me into the world, T send them
into the world. And for their sake I consecrate
 Myself, so that they too may be consecrated in -
truth... I pray also for those who through their
vords will believe in Me" (John 17:18). '

Thus the members of the Christian Life Association wish to
live more fully their bap*b:.smal consecration by mutually
helping each other to work at this mission in. and 'through
. all the sa.tuatn.ons of their life.

Qur 'Specific Hisgion Within the Church

: ' Desirous of serving in the Ch'ui'ch,« we wish to respond
~ to the calls that she addresses to us today. We seek with

. . her to discover the signs of the Holy Spirit in the aspira

tions-of the men of our times. We are therefore aware that
we must penetrate with the spirit of Christ the relation-
ships between men, in particular by working for the spirit
ual and human liberation of +those who are victims of any

- form of oppression, by witnessing to justice, by having a

truly brotherly attitude toward all without distinction.
We desire to accomplish this mission through a personal

p,_ln.fe inspired by the spirit of the beatitudes, and through

" concrete action aimed at making society more conformed ‘%o
" - the gospel,going where necessary to the roo-bs of the enls

~_that disfigure it.

We have the conviction, along with in a special way
other groups that aim at fully living the gospel, that our
words and our actions have no,rspiritual effectiveness wun-

-less they find their source in prayer. It is in fact the

= ~periods of our personal encounters - glone with the TLord

“that introduce us to famn.l:.amty with Him and make us be-

" come contemplatlves in action.

‘I‘he Sp:Lm'tual Exercises of Saint Ignat:_us, which are.
an exper:.ence we have been given and that we must make bear

. fruit and pass on to others, specify our vocation in the

~ Church. They lead us to a liberating conversion, and teach

22 -



http:witnessing.to

‘ns to 13.ve splmtual dwcernment in dazly llfe 80 as. tc'
,seek out what God expects of us in all c:.rcumstances. In
- this way we become. more. attent:.ve to the interior movements
lof +the Holy Spu‘:.t both in ourselves and in the world that )
. surrounds us. Thus we. are helped too to discover where the -
. true needs are to be found and what is the more universal
good. We are led in this way, little by little, . to find
God in all our decisioms. S -

,Accorda,n_g to a Gospel Way of Liv:mg

We mu.st live out +this mission in the mdst of a world
dominated by the struggle for possessions and for soczal v
success and in the end by Self-sufflc:.ency. Jesus, poor in
material possesm.ens, humble -of heart, proclaimed the Gos-
‘pel while giving his life. He was misunderstood and ulti-

mately rejected. He calls us to witmess with Him to a hap-

piness that does not come from the world. That of pos—
‘'sessing nothing and receiving all from the Father, that of
dominating no one but of bea.ng a’c the serv:.ce of men.,

Ve des:.re ~then to confom our wa : of l:x.n 0. I-I:.s, ;
if this brings with it lack of undsrstanding, 'l:rustmg/

it will be given. to us to say one day in truth:

T desire to l:.ve~poor with Chrls,'h poor rather:
than in riches; to live in .the condition of one -
‘who serveés with Christ rejected and despised
" rather then to seek honors; and I prefer to be
looked on as ridiculous and a fool for Christ,
who was the first to pass for such, rather than
as wise and prudent in this world" (See Spirit-
ual Exercises 167). ' S ;

To desire this love of Christ, in which the fullness of
" joy is to be found, we krow that we need personal prayer
nourished by daily meditation of Scripture, .and by an in-
tense sacramental life; habitual reviewing of our days and .
of the way in which we live events; +true spiritual dia-
logue; and, fmally, an annual interior renewal in the
spirit of the Spiritual Exerciseés. These different means,
taken together,specify concretely the way of life that ’che
members of Christian Life adopt. o




. To help us enter into- thm m.sslon, ‘and to 11ve in
- 'thm way, we form a ‘commmnity. Practicing together spirit=-
. ual discernment, “and challenging ourselves in the light of
the gospel we try to review our way of life and to make
our commitments conform to the orientations set as prior-

' \v*‘1t1es by the Ghurch. When we enter into such & community,

. in fact, .we accept the calling in gquestion of our natural
B preferences, the use of our time, the matter of our occupa

‘tions, even the direction of our professional life, We are
- ready too to reexamine the way we divide our budge'h and
- how we use our social influence. ‘

.  The final decls:.on as to-our family, profess:l.onal
,»soc:.al and polltical responsibilities is not withdrawn
from us; it becomes on the contrary more persénal. By

:asking othersto help us in a fraternal spirit, and by wel-

- coming their counsel, we place ourselves in an a‘htrbude -of .
greater interior l:.berty, we become more ready to  listen
* to the universal Church, and so make ourselves more open
" %o the Word of God. In this way we find confirmation and
- flrmess in our decisions. :

: . ¥We are seeking then the same goal by different pa:hhs .
~and we wish in the spirit of the Church to accept this: plu
raln.sm, not as if we did not care, but to receive. an ine
crease- of 11:f:‘e and of -light: none of us has the whole -
- _truth, a.nd we wish to learn from others, to- enlarge our
- awareness,  to support each one so that he may as a’ Chr:.s-
'tlan carry out his options to the limit,

Such is our aim: CIC is one "way", among others, to

. live the Gospel,CLC is also a commmnity, a world community

g'_’spread through 48 countries, made up of persons who are -

o very différent ‘and expressirg :rtself locally in multiple .

L wWayS. Tt is on the loca.l level that this community, ‘as a
“rule, takes on flesh for each one of us. In associating
‘ourselves with each other by a rec:.procal commitment of -
. fidel:.ty,we wish to pursue and, as. companions on the :t'oad
‘ to dlsoover, -our path wn.thn.n the Church.

. AIJHESION TO THE CLC H\TTERPRISE

Each one gxfadually, discovers if this "path" corre-
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sponds " to his own call. When one enters a group, ' :L-h is "
with the intention of trying it out. After a first year, -
one begins to see. If I decide to con‘l:mue, I am already
making 2 first option: recognizing myself as a member of

the Christian Life Commumnity I participate in its life :

‘meetings in which one shares, review of my commitments, my
prayer, my weekends... But vsoon, this is no longer enough!

-
- .

‘A Personal Call

My situation is like that of the man who went to find
Jesus to say to Him: "All that, I bave kept from my youth.
What is still lackirg to me?" He wanted to do more to go
further, to give himself more fully. And thig is why, -says

. the Gospel, Jesus looked at him and loved him: "If you
went to be perfect", to advance in an ever growing gift of
yourself, then V - ‘

"only one thing is lacking to yous go, sell what
you have and give it to the poor, Then, come, fol
low le® (Mark 10~2.l)

There we have the decisive step that the Tord proposes to -
us: to offer not only what is superfluous of our time and

resources, but to give oneself. There then is the real

question: for a Christian of today, what does it mean,

"Go .., then come"? It means that one go out of oneself in
order to commit oneself +to the person of Jesus Christ, and .
to proclaim with Him the Gospel inand through all of one's
life. "All the rest then takes on another lock: this deci-
sive step, in fact, causes us to enter into a dynamlc progc
ess, a kmd of triple passage: i
vl) "The passage from a "generous" 1life, where I remain

‘ after 21l master of my decisions, to a ‘“spiritudl”
life, where I receive my action from God, in and through
the - s:.‘tuatlons of life and Jm:erlor ca.lls. Come,follow He:
for one person, it means entering on the ad.vanture of the
KJ.ngdom- I turn myself over to Christ, Ileaving behind my
securities and following Him amid the" goys and hopes, the
griefs and anxieties of men, above all of the poor and all
those who suffer. For another, it means becoming aware
that the human solidarity that he already lives and - the
transformation of our society that he pursues will not be
truly profound unless they base themselves totally on

g5




_Christ. In ‘both cases, It is , the Lord who goes before. And’
gince ‘is. 'is He who loves and who invites, my 1life +akes .
.from then on the form of a response. S '

2) The passage from a "practicing" life 4o an "evangel-
ical® life. . : '

Come,follow Me: it is the call to go beyond the moral
comfort that could come from observing themcomnandments or

- fidelity to an ideal, in order to adopt a way of 1:|.fe ‘more .
in conformity with tha't of Jesus, in the desire of being
more like Him, That means, not carelessness or irresponsi-
Ablla.ty, but giving up 2 propr;etary attitude toward my re-
sources as towards my power: I want to0 look on them from
now on as goods whose management has been entrusted to me,
and about which Christ suggésts to me, as he did for Za-

. cheus, +to share them joyously, with intelligence and com=-

' petence. It means too to recognize that I find myself in- -
serted into 2 social fabric which is quite often a carica-
ture of the Gospel, and to desire at the same time, if it

is possible, 4o share the condition of Christ and of the
poor, : '

3)  The pa=sage from a group where one goes %o be replen~
1shed 0 one tha:b 13 an apos’collc comnmz.ty

COme, follow Me: with Peter, James John who left all
“(Mark 10:28), With Joan, Suzanne and those other women who
followed Jesus and provided for them out of their owmn . re~
sources (Iuke 8:2). With Priscilles and Aquila, the couple
of the early days who accompanied Paul (Acts 18 :2; 18:26).
It is the dlscmrery, through the practice of d:.scernment
_and commmnity ‘deliberation, +that it is not I who have
- chosen Christ but that it is He who has chosen me so that
we may go out and bear fruit (see John 15:16). In this way
I become aware that the Christian Tife Commum.ty is more
than 2 monthly meeting of replenishment: it is a commmnity
in and through which Christ sends me out and makes me res- -
ponsible for the proclamation of the Gospel.If I associate
myself with others, it is not only to pray better but to
take action more effec‘slvely. ‘ ,

o

DISCOVERING ,MY WAY

AC‘camplishiﬁg this kpé.ssage is a lifetime task, It is
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movement, dynamism, progressive awareness of this or that
dimension. What CLC proposes is to help its members to -en-
ter into this movement or to advance in it, by integrating
these three dimensions: mission, way of life, community.
It helps them %0 do this by two characteristic means:
1) The Spiritual Exercises: FEach one is invited to make
the authentic experience of them--soon enough after
-one's entry into a group to avoid slipping into routine,
"~ late enough to allow the desire for them to grow.  Some
make them,for .example, during eight full days, in solitude
and in & versonally guided form. Others do so while con~ ..
tinuing daily life, over a longer period of time. This ex=—-
perience is one of lmowing oneself and the Lord, knowing
our resistances and his calls. It awakens the interior man -
to the movements of the Holy Spirit and leads him, - in and -
through a true liberation, to decide about his-life accord -
ing to God,to the point where he comes to say of it, along
with Ignatz.us, "Wnat is then this new llfe that we are be- -
ginning today‘?"

2) Comnam.onshi;g' It is obviously. in the group that one

first lives out the goals of the Association.’ I% is
from there that the preceding experiente is prolonged into
daily life,it is there that the fratermal spirit is forged.
But each one is, at the seme time, invited to go .beyond-
his usual ‘small £roup by participating in regional gather-
ings,and summer sessions, both national and intermational.
In this way one discovers other companions of the journey,
near or distant, alike or different, inspired by the same
spirit. One recogn:.zes oneself, 11ttle by little, as a mem
ber of a body, & corps, accountable for its growth and 11:5
vitality.,

It is in practicing these two means that each one con
trivutes to the vigor of the whole, and at the same time
discovers whether this is his way, - the way that will best
lead him to Christ. - ~

The Sign of My Acceptance

 ‘Thus commitment to the Christian Life Commmnity is’
something progressive. But in the very growth of love and
in the fratermal spirit there is an invitation, if the ex-

N
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perience is ‘ctméii.isive; %0 cross a threshold. In*:fnidzhg'
~ peace, joy "and spiritual dynamism in this path, T dlscover
L that God is callmg me to serve’ Hlm in this Way. :

: There comes then a day when the community recogxizes
me a&s a compenion, and, through one of its officers, c¢alls
me to go beyond simple part:.cipatmn to asgume with it reg
ponsibility for its task. There comes the day when, in or—
der to work more effectively at the mission of Christ, I
decide to adhere to this community, +to adopt its goal and

" its way of life. To menifest this mutual recognition, I

declare to my brothers that they can count on me as Icou:nt
on them,

- By this act of adhesion, I confirm the profound thrust
- by which, ever since my baptism, I am consecrated ‘to the
. migsion of Christ, and I commit myself in the Association
" to take the means, recognized for me as the best, to work
at it. : RS '

"Not®, as says St. Paul, "as if I had alreddy reached
the goal, but I run". To commit myself means simply to say
to my companions that, having reco@i’ze’d the road, I am
running with them, I do not say I . am further along than
others. I say only that it is my path, our path, and that,
. without looking back and without prejudging the f‘nture, I
.- - choose it today. :

© To deepen the meanmg of this conmrhment there is no
. better way than that of contemplating the mystery of Mary,
. particularly dear to our spiritual tradition. In saying
YES, without reserve, she understood the plan of God, was

} - the first to enter into the mission of Christ, and shared
"~ .to the end his way of living. Beside her Son, she prays

for us and shares with us Her joy:

"My soul procalims the greatness of 'bhe Lord. and-
my spirit exults in God, my Saviour, for he has
looked upon his lowly ha;ndma:.d. ’
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