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PROGRESSIO has the feeling of a boat newly launched~ 

in the wind... Afresh breeze. yoUng 

breaks into its pages with its Youth Section. 

a link between the CLCs of all countrie~,be­

link too between youth and adults. The new ar­

of PROGRESSIO, ,with its inclusion of YOUTH-PRO­

offers to ~its readers begiIulingnowan op­

pO,rtunityformutual ':lll:derstanding!:l.ridc:Ol11prehension. And 

thesearethethtngs thl;L,t .form the ba,sisof esteem. and broth 
. . " 

erlylove./tru.t above all, it teaches us ail ,. that 'the young 

c:ind,the, less-young follow the same path and look to ,the 

others. Today' is a: time to rejoice. 

PROGRESSIO 

, 

PROGRESSIO SUPPLEMENT N° 3, FREEDOM 
FOR SERVICE. The Use of the Individ­
ually Guided Spiritual Exercises, has 
appeared in English and. French. The, 
Spanish edition will appear at the end 
of June. 



M A ·Rt 

Dr THE LIFE 

OF MEN AND WOMEN OF TODAY 


We urge all our CLe members and s'tfi:)soribers to get and 
read the recent Apostolic Exhortation issued by Pope Paul 
VI entitled Mar1alis Cultus (Forth~ Ri t Orde~in and De­
velopment of Devotion to the Blessed Virgin r.Iag • It pre... 
.sents ldary in a truly modern way, keenly aware that "in 
our time, .the ohanges that. have occured insooial behav­
ior,. people's sensibilities, manners of expression .in art 

. and letters and in the forms .01s.ooial co~oation have 
also influehced the manifestations of religioussentime~tfl • 

. Our devoti.on to Mary, weare tol.a, should be biblical, 
so that it is ".imbued with the great themes of the Chris­
tian message)'. It o¥ght "to be in. harmony with the· sacred 
liturgy" and it.$omeho'N deriveiltspiration from. it". It 1i:re-­
flects thepreoccu;pationsof the Church herself*' and sonts 
inaccOl"dw:Uhthede·ep desires .and aims of1/he ecumenical 
movement" ..Lastly, -andh:ere t1Je document speakS very clear 
ly .and vigoreus1y -itslaoula tak:e fUll. account of "modern. 

•ant~opologil:aJ. discoveries and the profound changes whi<ch 
have occ'l.tt!.t'ed. intha psycho-sociological field in which 
mode1"n man lives and works". 

Tha exhOrtation both reoognizes the ·value ofan-cient 
forms of devotion to Our Lady, suoh as the angelus and the 
rosary - when. Usedina:ccordanceWith the guideline.s :given 
above - and also enoourages the Ucreative impulseu of those 
who IIthrough genuine religious inspiration or pastOral sen . . ­
sitivity wish to establish new fcormS" of devotion to her.. 

tlInthe 'Virgin ,Mary everything ,is r.elativa to Christ and 
dependent 'll'pbn him..... it seems to 'us particularly :;in: .con­
formity with the spiritua.lo1rie'l:ltation of our "t1me... tha;t 
in the expressions of devotion to the Virgin "tn.eC)ar::i.sto"­
logical a.spect ahoUldhave pa,rticular promineh-oe-," 
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n ••• withou:t in any way detracting from thE:! uniquecharac­
ter o·f this dE:!votion, E:!very care should be taken to avoid 
any exaggeration which could mislead other Christian .breth 
ren about the true doctrine . of the Catholic Church•••• it 

.i13 the same power of the Most· High which overhadowed the 
Virgin of. Nazareth and which today is at' work within the 
ecumenical movement and making it fruitful •••• Just 'as at 

.Cana the Blessed Virgin's intervention resUlted in Christ's 
performing.his first miracle, so today her intercession can 
help to bring to realization the time when the disciples. of 

. Christ will again find full cOm:mUnion in faith. II 

.n ••• the modern woman, amCious to participate With decision 
making power in t~ affairs of the community, will oontem= 
plate with intimate joy Mary who, taken into dialogue with 
God, gives her active and responsible consent •••• The mod­
ern woman will note with pleasant surprise tblt Mary of 
Naza;'E:!th, while completely devoted to the will of God, was 
far from being a timidly submissive woman or one . whose 
piety was repe.llent to others; on the. contrary, she was a 
woman who did not nesitateto proclaim that God vindicates 
the humble and the oppressed, and removes the powerfUl 
people of this world from their privileged positions (cf. 
Luke. 1:51-53). The .modern woma,n will recognize in Mary,who 
"stands out among the poor and humble of the Lord",a woman 
of strength, who experienced poverty and suffering, flight 
and exile. These are situations that cannot escape the at­
tention of those who wish to sUpport, with the Gospel spi!: 
it, the liberating energies of man and of society•••• the 
figureo·f the Blessed Virgin does not disillusion any of 
the profound expectations of the men and women of our time 
but offers them. the perfect model of the disciple of the 
Lord: the disciple who Wilds up the earthly and temporal 
city while being a diligent pilgrim towards the heavenly 
and eternal city,the disciple who works' for that justice 
which sets free the oppressed .andfor that oharity which 
assists the needy; but above a.l1, the disciple who is the 
active witness of that love which builds up Christ in 
people'sheans. '1 
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ECUMENICAL ACTIVITY TODAY 

by Walte~ M. ABBOTT, S.J. 

The most widesprea.d ecumenical activity is not· some­
thing directed by the World Council of Churches or by l.oc­
al Councils of Churches. It does not come from. internation 
al or national dialogue commissions. It is not the' annual 
Week of Prayer for Unity, jointly sponsored by Churc'hes in 
most parts o.f the world. 

All those organizations. and their activities are im..; 
pprtant, and we shall return t.o them, but we begin our sur 
yey of ecumenical activity with the fact that the most 
wides:pread form of it in the world today is, providential.... 
ly, the most basic and essentia.lthing of -all: cooperati.on 
in.Bible work and prayer., i.e., interconfessional Bible 
translating,. distribution, .reading, .study and prayer. 

Paradoxically, most of this common·or interconfession 
al Biblea~tivity is the result of the work of an organiza 
tiOn tba'tis not, and cannot be., formally eng1lgedin th; 
ecumenical. movement: the United Bible Societies (U13S)ya 
federation of 56 national Bible Societies with officesi,n 
another I05countries. 

The one aim of the UBS i severwider circulation of' 
the Scriptures , without doctrinal note or comment • UBS lea 
dere,who are devout clergylnen and laity of various Chtirc~ 
es, say the Bible Societies cannot eng1lge in ecumenism be­
cause it is acontrovereialthing among 'Christians. Be­
ca.use the Cb;urches . do not have the same concept. 0 f unity, 
the Bible Societies have nothing to say about . ec:umenism y 

.justas they have nothing to say about the proper method 
of baptism, ordiria.tlon, or the . number of the sacraments. 
No controversial material enters their publications, be­
cause they <aim to serve all the :people .everywhere with the 
Scriptures.• 
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Unl[e±'$t,I!ln~lilltg, ' the. y",.:.ul,.I.l:JtlllU;t'cli,'E\e 
Soc eties tQget the s<:;;:i..ptilres to. 

all the people •.The Roman CathOliC church joined this work 
aresult of the Second Va.tic~ CoUncil (Dei Verbum, Ch. 

6). The Bible Societies have tp,ereforetu..:r;"!led.-out . to be 
more II ecumenical it .than the .' Councils of.Churches. In the' 
:USA, for example, the National Council of Churches, com­
monly regarded as the chief ecumenical instrument of" the 
country,has 35 memberChurc~es. The American BilJle Socie­
ty, however, has 70 Churches in its Council, including a.n­

~ 	 ti-ecumenical ones (i.e., anti-NCC. Churcrhelll). There is a 
similar pattern .in the Philippines and in ~ othercoun... 
tries. Tmce as many will work with the BibleSocietles, 
in fact, almost all, aUho'Ugh sOme .will not cooperate with 
each otherin~hingelse • 

.Iii the process of cooperating with the Bible Societies 
there is a; vast,' .. interconfessional return to the SCrip'­
tures, to the Father ~dthe Son and. the Spii'it .speaking 
to the world in and through the Scriptures. Int;he process ' 
the Scriptures and the Bible Societies become mightyin­
s:truments in the hand of.God, for Chr1stianrenewal and 
for missionary outreach and for ecumeni$lll. 

VTe are talking here about an emmal production of more 
than 200 lllilliol'l Scriptures by, the Bible SOCieties -more 
than 5 million Bibles, 15 million New Testaments, 30 mil­
lion portions (booklet ,editions of Gospels, Psalms, etc.}., 
105 million selections (:pa.lnp;h1ets and leai'lets,attractively 
illustrated, giving a keypassa.ge. of Scripture) . in more 
than 500 la.nguages in more than .150 countries and territo­
ries. Vie are talkinghereabou.tCs.tholic participatioll in 
UBS translation work in 119 languages around the world (119 
out of 585 in wJ:4ch theUBS is Clln'entlyat work}.Thisi!! 
terconfessional work. is at various stages of completion•. 
The, New Testament has been published in' Korean, Thai,. Sin­
hala, French, Cebuano,Chlnese, Bulgarian.Wcrrkon· the Old .' 
Testament isw-ell advanced inmost of' these J.a.:nguageli3 also. 
f.1eanwhilepeopledon'thave .t-o wait. for the...new version.. 
By order of. Pope Paul VI (Decree, NQv. 15, 1955) the laws 
againstvereiona' produced under' non-Catho<lic auspices have 
been revoked, and all of the Epis.copalConferences . have 
been informed (Jan. 29, 1969) how to ·IDakia use of already 
existing Bible Society product'iona. 

Much of the Christian renewal around the world is be­
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ingachieved by the use of these. Bible Society productions. 
Christian renewal is the pre-condition of the ecumenical 
movement. As the Second Vatican .council said, "Therecan 
be no ecumenism worthy ofthen'ame without a change of 
heart,and holiness of life, . along with public and private 
prayer for the unity of Christians, should be regarded as 
the soul of the ecumenical.movem.entll (ibid., No.8). Where 
ever Bible society productions are used they do the work. 
of Christian renewal, in the privacy of the home, or inob.­
servance ofnationaJ. 'Bible Week, national Bible Sunday,and 
local distribution campaigns, which are especiallyeffec­
tive in the Bible.Society training program (called· "Op­
eration Philip"in the l'hilippines, ' where they have been 
veri! successful).. In this way the Bible Societies areac­
tually the most widespread, productive and efficient in-. 
struments of ecumenism, and all who cooperate with them. 
are ide facto doing.a 'basic work. ofecumenism•.. 

The Bible Societies at their World Assembly (Addis All 
aba, September, 1972) resolved to reach an annual ,distrib= 
ution of 500 milliqn Scriptures by 1980, with special em.,. 
phasis on selections for literacy programs, for children~ 
YO'l,lth,. students, wOIlien,special groups a.nd situation.s as 
opportulliiiiesarise" Anyone who engages in this vast pro­
gram contributes toecumenism Bndt;O the basic ChristiaIi 
missionary outreach. :Missionary outreach with the Scrip­
tures, by everybody - man, woman, child - is anotherre"" 
sultof the Vaticcan II document on the Bible, which not on 
ly r.ecommends but urges that it be done interconfe:ssiOllB.l= 
lyo1" ecumenically (DeiVeroollt, N°. 25). One hears many 

. people asking theseaa,l's ii'ecumenism is dead.Ii' .one means 
by ecumenism the work and prayer i'orfulfilimentoi'Christ's 
prayeX' that all maybe one, eoumenismis not dead ana. it 
won ,.t be' as long as the Word of God is in circuia;ti'on-;and 
the Bible Societies will see to that. 

, 
. Anyone who reads the Scriptures and tries to .~ 
their measage with someone elsfl - and that t S wnatChris­
tian renewal, and 'missicOnal7 outreaoh a;.nd the Bible Soei~ 
t:j.es are allabout- must be able to expla.in the Scrip- . 
tures tosollleext_t. At this point he (or she) tteeds.,and 

'. 	will be well served by, the Bible Reading FelloVlSnip (BllF) 
or Scripture Union (SU), interconfessiona.l .organizations 
i;hatwereoriginally Anglican {BRF) and conservative .Prot­
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. e&:tant (80) bIlthave, as a reSu.l.tof Vatican II, 

theirse:rvices to include Catholics. 


. . . 
BRP guides and commentaries fOrdaiJ.;y reading (all of 

which have the imprimatur of Westminster) come in four ser 
ies: !,foradult readers with some, knowledge of Scripture; 
B, brief notes for busy people with Scripture passage pnn 
t'ed on the same page; Compasf3, with illustrated notes ,for 
children (ageslO~o l3); Discovery, for young people (l4 

, to 18) withBible passage printed in full. I've used Ser­
ies A,andI can assure all of you it's worthwhile. If you 
donft know the, BRF address in your country,.write to intet 
national headqUarters" st • Michael ' s House, 2 Elizabeth. 
St., London SWlW =:= RQ England. 

SU Bible reading aids are produced for children, teen 
agers and aduJ.ts in l50 la.ngua.ges, and SU has staff at' 
work in 70 countries. Perhaps SU publications are more sim 
pIe than Vlhat Christian Life Community members need them= 
selves, bu.t they will discern what others in' their care 

. will find useful. For information write to the central of­
fice, 5 Wigmore st ~ , London VllH OAD England. The French 
branchia La Ligue pour la Lecture de la' BibJ.e,l5Avenue 
Poch, 68 Guebwiller, France. If SU publications donfthave 
theimpril:natur in your languagf:} or yoUr country, perhaps 
you cando something about it. 

Common Bible study is good as far as it goes .. How far 
it goes' depends on how competent the people are who eIl£8.ge 
in it. Catholics nead. everything they can get from the 
'World Catholic :Pederation for the Biblical Apostolate (WCF 
:sA), which came into existence in 1969 to promote develop:" 
~ent of national biblical apostolates and publication of 
all the helps catholics need' - priests, teachers,. people 
in Bible-study groups - for underst8.l;lding,and praying ~th 
~he scriptures in. the Catholic tradition. The founders of 
YlCFBA.,' including CardinalBeaand Cardinal Willebrands,' 

. rightly regarded Katholisches Bibelwerk of Germanya~ the 
model for a national organization, ,since it ~ represent­

'. ,atives 8.ridmembers in every diocese of the nation, Bible­
study cOurses for priests, teachers, the laity of all ages, 
and periodical publica.tions, books, helps ofa.ll kinds. If 
you donft know the eddre,ss of your nati.ona.l, CatholicbibJ.i ­
.caJ.,apostolate office, and above all. if it turns out t1;lat 
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your country doesn't yet have an organized .biblicalapost­
olate, write to the central office: Silberburgstrasse 121­
A, 7 stuttgart 1, ~est Germany. 

The second most widespread ecumenical activity in the 
world to~y is certa~y th~ annual Week of Prayer for Un~ 
ty, in January or in the week preceding Pentecost. SUrveys 
by the World Council of Churches and the Secretariat for 
PromotingChristililn Unity show that :in many places the \'leek 
of Prayer needs to be rescued from dullness and lack of 
power. The peop;Le who have studied the Scriptures' together 
·are the ones who can be counted on. to !mow what is happen­
ing and to give leadership· in the matter. 

The. th;trd most widespread ecumenical activity is coo:2, 
eration in health work and hospitals,uuiversity cha.plain­
cies,industrial plants, p:risons, the armed forces,work 
among youth, drIlgaddicts and distressed people of all 
kindS, ~ relief services, response to national ~mergen­
cies, development and social action, work for human rights 
.and social. justice. There is· great progress in all these 
fields, with and without collaboration of Church leader­
ship.Vlllere clergy and people. have a de.epened knowledge of , 
the core content of revelation, they hold liberals and c.on 
serva.tives together in projects which would otherwise fly 
apart. The same can be said about :mixed marriages, wit.h r~ 
gard to the pastors of the partners, who must assist in 
the best way possible before· and during the marriage ,as 
well as with regard to the partners themselves. 

The fourth most widespread ecumenical activity in­
cludes collaboration in education, in ecumenical centres, 
in USfi\I of communications media•. Africa leads the way in 
this last field. Multimedia Zambia joins togethe:r'the ra­
dio f ptlblishing and audiovisual work .. of ·the princiipalChu£ 
ches btlt each Church also has facilities for expressing 
its own doctrine and practice. Interconfessional Bible 
work is rightly at tlle core of all this ·activity. 

Fifth· and last on our 'list comes ecumenical dialogue. 
At its top level there are the bilateral dialogues (Angli­
canj:aoman . Catholic, Lutheran/Roman Catholic ,etc. ) , the 
joint working groups {at world and national levei} f the 
work ofCounci1s of Churches {all levels}. This is the 
least widespread activ~ty beca'llSe of its ilature it requireS 
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· theto:taJ. dedication. of a small.· number of higb.:lycouipE!tent 
and specialized people. The hopes of these people and the 
effe.ct of their important work ultimately depend on clergy 

· and people at grass-roots level, as it is clEl.lled~ There is 
not. yeta.tl1Where near the level and amount of l,ocal dialogue 

· that are needed for the iolderstanding of the theological. 
work that has been accomplished by these groups. There is 

· more and m.ore dialogue at loca,11evel as a resu1t of eon­
fliotill& Views 011' family life, sexual mores, abortion,su;e, 
port ofparoohial schools, etc. By and large, . the clergy 
and people who will best contribute to the dialogue on doc 
trine and on practice will be the ones who've read the scriE: 
tures and want to share their message with others,the ones 
who've had a change of heart and are striving for holiness 
of life along with publio and private prayer for the unity 
of Christians. . 

* 



Youth have always been associated with(~hristian Life 
Con:trmmities,both as students and young workers. 'Thespe~ 
oificgoa1s of. youth cOl:lIQlUnities are to assist youth ilia~ 
riving at a matux.'eresponse· to their 9hristianvOcation a.tl.'(i'. 
to guide them in tp.eirsearoh to disoover the desig:zlSof 
God intheir1ivEl's. (See General Prinoip1es, ,lfulIloers 3,10,
11) , , . . . . . ,~ 

• r '_ I, 

Dillyouk:!:i:ow that. the very first Christian Life' ColIlllIli 
nity was a youth group? It wa~founded in 1563,. for ,th~I 

students of the 'Jesuit Roman, College. Sinoetbattime,we .. 
. know that you,.th CLes haveoonstltuted aUlliqueand impo~ 

tan1i part of this worl:dmovement., A part th.\lt, is growing' 
in number,t'oo .... as' tho!3e of us,who ViereinJiome.and A'\1gi3- .' 
burg last .sunnne,r coU1dsee, by the liU:ge percent~eof ."~ 
der 25ers" present, from all over the world. Youth's inf11a 

'e:rJ.ce is reaJ.1y grOW'ing" ,not only in CLe ,but ,in the rest of 
today-'s.soQ'iety ,'as ,wei1. 

Therei'oi'e, mre.spollse to this sign of the times, . 
ExecutiveC,ounoil took' aotionto foma nYouthC0tnlliission" 
.v~chwOlll.dactasaworking boay of theWorl:d·~ederation. 
Tb,isart~ole willhopeful.l.y serve a.s a ·brief1ntrodu.otion 
to :t;heYOlithCommission: its members, I its fUnotion, its 
lio.pes· for th.efu:tur¢. 

m8.ke-u,p of the 90mmission: ' there are ten membersa1­
together, two from~ach of five continents.. The,se members 
were . chosen by,the!outhdelegates of Augsburgt 73, . through 
ama:U ba.llotl.ast ft:lJ.l. Here are the reSU1ts',of thate1eO­
.~~' .' '. 

\ 

Afrioa: . 

Asia 

Europe : 

Aloysius ~chi 
Tinlothy Smith 
A1e1i' RaJl!1Wldo 

co-
YoriZumiWatanabe 
A:ngela. Clarke' 
Helene l'I1lller 

(Rhodesia) , 
(South Africa)' 
(Ph:i1ippines) 

chairman"seoretary 
(Japa.n:) 
(Eraglaua.) 

'(Germany) 
. ~tin Amerioa': carlos Lecaros (Peru) .. 

1t'rart:!n mO~leBI (Argentine) 
North America: Diane.Chagnon (canadS.) 

Peggie !r'e1scher (USA) obai:no8.tl 
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COlihC±l,. .' .' ...•........•..... ··:l.nitsnlee­
~he co-chairman .will:1n 'her r61eassecre':' 

all youth groups, at;rnternatjonalYouth.CLC 
"'l'!·...A11:a.'?~,;lll1l: mllianilR,Ph±lippines. She.is 8:lso editor .of 

section of this<magaziileProgr'ess:io•. 
,', .. - .. 

Each member· ..of. the conlmissionhas. abigresponsib:ili­
·ty t both to th~ o~~r membersandtothe.itorld'.Federa.'tion 
$.sawhole.Havirfg two "offic:j;al" representativesfrom'~acb 
continent·, will,. first· o;fa-lI, facilitate communication: 
among tbeyo\1th ~oups themsel.:ves,with adult;;CLCs, with 
the. Rome 'Secreta.I'iate. COmmi.Ulicat:i:onand sharing 'of o1.U'sel 
ves,~d .out'. ideas is tr~mendo\lsly iIitportant! For, the' yOuth 
gr'oup~.~itwill'ht:llp to provide mutual inspiration and en­
coura.gem~nt inourCLC .Way of life i, Thissense 0 f' world 

'comnrunityandmutual help 1sessentiai'ih tb,ese times of 
ra.pid.c~, ~spec~aliY'fo!, youngpeqple .who are caught up 
..jn, 'tl1e very cerite.r . of change. " .. 

.' ':FortheViorld '. Feq.era.tion. iilgt;l:q.eral,b,ettercomriIunic! ' 
tion be'tween yolitb and adult gr'oups could r~S1llt inllfu;ch 

"learning oribot;h:s:!.defl •• YoutlfcOuld benefit gr~tlyfr.om' 
>theexper1ence,commitlllent t .... and . perspective },f:adu.1ts, 
While- the adUlts .. could profit':fTomthe ·sp4,rit ,':tll,V91veilient,j 

.anc1':'newid~as Qf iouth.Toooftenihourwo:rld,a.."ga#era:­
. ..tion'gap" ex,ists t thi~sadstate Call1'lot .be. 19nored,;Bu.t .' . 
. ,:'\'I:i.th. Chrlstas the, centel' 'of. o:urcoilJIirunities, t:n~re61i1.:t:rbe 
, '. nogal'. VTe.experienced thisinRomeandAugs~g, ,vmere 
" '.adults and youth ~l1ar~d, not j~stsuperficil:!.lly ,rut from 
':;the 4epthsoft1i~1rb,ei;lgs..This aspect ~vas:.trtllywonder-
.','t:ul\':" and givesUsml1ch\1iopefor the, futu:re •.,Th~:ve!'yfact 

'that 'this y'QuthPub;r'icationisnow. an inttigral.pat-t .. of.Pro­
.rwess1o 1sanotlil.erposii;1ve's,ign. ,~' 

,.:, .Tb.e ". Tn~Uiberi:ibfthe.co.:it~S'ion. ¢:ll al;aopl~~·an. 
;tant~part inax.i;y:Jlrojectsunderta;k~n forthe:p:i:'omotion and 

. ,:.groyry;hoft:quthcr;Cs; 1:lke, f.iAdingnewWays to~!,esentthe 
:CJjC,.:jv!:l.y of l:ife."Co youth, ..' hovitoi:ntegra:t.ethe. Spiritual 

'ExerCises andtheOeneralPrincip;res into one't,s' life at 
". ,thisagetaeve~opiD.g ,formati,on: P~?grams~ . etc. contblu.illg, 
,.'·... ·tnf'ormation<ab()ut~pecificpr()jects will $.ppel:l.J;" in later 

. .~~' issu~S c)f P!'ogi"esaio. .' ;' . ," ~ 
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To cono~ude .... though,ac 
'tuallY, thi!3is just abe~' 
niilg!~we can say that a tre 
mendous job lies ah~d,ofUS: 
Ther,e ~1l be 'matiy" probleIl1S 
along the 'way:distanoe,lan 
gu,age differeuces, finances.:: 
'but thiS is all part . 0 fiqur; 
growingidentffica.tion with 
Jesus in,thepa;schaltllYSteI7. 
Itit, is our Lord~s will, the 
new yoUth ConmiiSsiOJ1 Willb,e, 
adec;isivehelpfor youth 
CLCs, across the w()rld.Let ua' 
be'united, then, m prayers 
.of thanks! ' 

, l?e&\p'e 

We have ,all been asking" 
for something whicehworu,.d. 
be ,de4icated' just to C"f£ 
youth grOUps. Someth:ingt~t 
would be a pl;'oduct ,of o~ af', 
forts.SometlJing that wou.fa: 
giv~ us a cha.noeto air oUr 
views ~ write dOm;J.our thoughts~ 
share them with QUrintema;­
tional collll!lllni.ty. So",~ 
first Youth Section' of Fr,e)­
gressioisindeed a great 
ocoasion for rejoiCing. .It, 
is what 'all ot, us young 
people have been looking, fbr 
tVard to '. ' / ­

Otirrequest'has been 'gra.t), 

te~. :aut Withlt comes the 
--------~----"I re,sponsibilityof con1;~­

, ,ing the struggle to ,makeElJU'e 

fMDA.GASCAR ::.A,total of 67: this,L!m;: stays alive. ' 


COO youth,lea­
ders f~oma.l.lovel;' the is- As your servant lam. ask 
land, went, threugh the ad- 'ing you to be,onewi1;hme 
vent'l2,:te, of the '$J;Iiritual, in thifil' underta:k'iIlg. Our ~' 
Ex:ercisesto,gether.Theat-St'dt ,can be' caolled"lt'oursii", 
mosphere'?UVel"yopentoChr1st' only if we all are one in,l~ 

.aind toother;s".. bourmg for it.'! sballthen~ 
from timet'o time" be ,asking 

PERU' :,IiWe t vestudiea.n0 ••10 you yo~g peOllie to.s~re 
- 'of' PROJECTS,just l;'e-z your vi'e'WS in the form of'.'l;1£ 
ceiiv.ed, whichdea'1'!9witb: ticles for our 'X'outh Sebtion. 
"Tw:imlinglf 'by Nati-onal F.eae-· a:m.a1soinvit ing. y'.ou, ·to 
rationst ,and we'redaepl.y; f'r.eely ,write your .thwghts 
mter.eshd. Count us in.. The: 'O.rsh.a.rem.thlisevents~:h 
saae as regards ful.l'ana; al;'e mean1ngfulto,you , . and . 
helpfu].exrihEl.ngesaboutour: your g'1"mlps. 
experienoesand our prQgrams' 
offo,rmat~on, and on now to~ Weare 
achieve. economic help'" _ ' SPIRIT! 

Ale1i. 
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by Ni.ck RIEMAN, 

. .0000e of the striking things .in OUr. Christia1lLife.C,om;'" 
,llIl.Qlii.~i~stoday ,isthei3:' swiftly growing sense of' being in 

", tact a si:!lg1e world community. .' One sees· it everywhere .. 
. .'!Ust,tp.ev.olume~.o:fma.il we get here at the World CLC.Cen- . 
'ter'from~embers aroUnd the globe proves it. And so often 

'" .., . . I . .'.
the .letters ask: what is gomg on in the rest of pur world, 

" colllXttliiLity?howcan we •e:x:cheinge '. withothers? .hOw can we 
share. with them more? It Was the same on all the .Executive 

.)Council trips~.Atievery stop one of the questions was sure 
to. be: what • s happening in· 1.he ~ther paI'tsof' OUI" world 

; ;CLCfamily? TheSolia.ar1ty. FUnd .too was concrete Proof 
:tahtCLO"membersare beyolld.. just talking about beipgan 
.,internatioilal community. We a'l'e beginning to act like one. 
'::And the events of ·la:st'l:iummer: -. theRpme, Cours:e.~;the AllgS-­
bur~ Assembly., .the Taize 'Youth Se~l?ion,...deepened this 
sense.unbelievably~ 

".This sense,6fworld cOIlJIll1'.Ullty 'is stronges;t:;amongCLC 
. youth. This is hardlysnxrpr;Lsing,· sin,ceth.e wor-ld's y4Ung 
,people are.alrea:dy one to a degree i;J:iat S'9metmes start'1es 
'",.-,thEii'1"'elders'. They are completely: a:t home in the, one-worLd 

frame of reference create,d by radio, tel.eivisioll; '. travel. 
,.",Their concer:tl:S 'a~ethe;:sameevery;where, -poverty, UlJUS­

'war, . freedom, , • identity, comnnmity-,; authenticity. 
;.Their •. frtlstrations,'their .d.I-eamsare .thesSJne,., ..sometimes 
';' .. eventheir·songs· 'and: their, lla;ir·stYles. And'beyond~ll 
',that; ctCyouth 'experience' their on~fiessin Ch.ri.st, ,and: ll:l 

CLC\as their way· to Him. n's na:t'u.ral; .·then"that.CLC 
:yollth,' attheirinsistenC'e, now have a. 'louthCoimilission 

....... ;a.n.d a youth .Section of .PROGRESSIO.. ; 


." ,Oneof th.e <best. things: 1:11 all this is :that'1;his\"grO~ 
',ingyouth activity has not b~~11, asepa.ratist~ ~ely...tole!:. 

ated, side-effort, bUt ano~;tly fun:ctioningp8.¥i;of ;world 
iCLCcolllimIl:lity life. Atbo1;h :Augs'bw:'g and ltome;'youth"tnem­
bers.entered ,f'ully' into theita:x:ing'.demal1ds ·.of :;I;he guided 

http:Ch.ri.st


:Ex:erCi$es~ •.•.:trh~ .,sti2r8d" e¥rih~St' fill.ed'tootb8 ro~e 
cilitators. j All,thisis -'most 'encoUJ!'EI.gi:ng•.. It means t1'!.I1t 
youth::i.nittative is ,encouraged, that Cr,C believes,:i:ts ' 
Young members' have a special contribution to make, and, 

.198nts thellL to make it tntheirown way;. But even.more im­
portan:t, '.it.means that the. World CLC' Federation . loOks on 
yoUth' as persons capable of pa.rticipat1:rlg,not justtn.some 

, , -specialsect';ton o£. Cr,C Which wouJ.d not r~liy be taken,se""' 
rio~l.y, b11t in the 'life and m:i.ssion of CLe. as a' whole. ' 

,So, ;youth 'CLes, have already 'come a long way. rut in 
thisenstent1al. 'Universe, we never ~and still:, we a1;'e 

,f~erbecolUing'l WhiCh is another way ofsay-1ng,we still 
, ..	have far to.go before C'LC. youth beeomeftdly and tru}:y..a,n 

inter.t1l!tt'iOllal. Commtll'!:i:ty • ,So.,. just three- short thoughts on '. 
what can. helP ill. that direcnon. . 

The first is :to deepen your sha.redvis~on and your 
living,of.;; OLC is. , The greater is our seneeo! CLe 
identity' and t:l:J.e. more we feel. from 'our lived experience 
~thatwe. share··the . same vocation -'a .call, frtmt the··T.o~:to 
'live Igns:tiBl'ispir.itw:tli:ty: in the'laystate- the more. ,,~. 
will.be. one. Th& shared ~xperience.of. t.he··Sp±r1.tual.Exer- , 
cises will forge more tightly the bon4's afworld c~ty.. 

Second,: ,more' cOlIIIIm:l:l!ication.. You' are very' foriunete. 
. • thatthe· sassi-ons 'thiS past summer. at Rome, .Augsburg and 
T~€ initiated, . for a few of you frcimmany na.tioris,.per~ 
.sonBl..'friendshipsw1th .CLCyouth eVerywhere. .They· a.re. 
friend.'shi.ps .I hope you will 'continue and deepen through C 

perscmal correSpOndence, and,somehow sllare .with other CLe 
you'th,. of your country. EXchang~ 0 f publications between 
different places will' help. The whole ofPROGRESSIO" too," 
is an:illz:porta.nt link: last year, .for example," besides many:: 
.shartnews itemsabO\1.t youth'CLCS,l.t . ba.d four a.rticl.ea 
written by youth.groups tllemselvea from ~e~Ch±le, C~ 
ada and Italy• . And then, ve1;'yspeeially, this' youth S~c...;· 
t1.on you are begimling. '. . 

·Ttrl.rd~ community grows through ~love~in-e.et1.on,. 

we ea.n~ it means stuu-ing Qur ,mOney•. It surely means . 
~.exp!:lr~ences. metl1ods, successes -or e:ven . just . yourll!-i 
tempts.,.. ili WitneSSing to Ohri$t'a truth and, ;Love .a.nd> juS­
tioe in your own region. or country.~v.ing v:isited CWs,~ .. 

http:love~in-e.et1.on
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'"
:\':,':mao..Y:CO'Uilttr:l;e. ,:."e~t~~:· ... 
:jciur;~'gt"Oli1)s na.ve::Som~tb4n8· . . . 

J.e!:t;;r"Il:; J: rom eachc)tlle:r.llo:n. ...... . 
·CommissioIl. wi 11 sUrely 

do this. 

"eommu.tU.tYL~ves!", , as 'the song Pu1;s 'it.,. for.etc· 
youth the world oV'erare ..already one in Christ I1lld one . in 

.,their'.CLC visionof'life. Bu.t, though it lives, we - ;y:ou ­
must. keep it- growing~ . 

AKO, KAYO AT SIYA * 

YOUTH FORMATION l'ROGRAM, PHItIPPINESTYLE 
/ - - '. / , 

-Itwassuggested-thatpa.rt..of,the Youth Section content be 
a 'presents.tion of formationma.terials in the for'lllof art!.­

'c],es;l; sharing sessions, group dytiSmicsexere±ses,.etc. 
The first of thisseri.es -is a. Sample program of.group<i;v:- . 
namics.exerciseaa.nd "lecturettesll.(5ilic~sp8ce·1s1imit­
ed; .~'after outlining the program, only two Of the sessions. 
are here developedilidetail.) I have l'erscma1:i.yfc;irmula­
ted ;thisan.d tried it out with our youth groups hez-e in 
the Ph11ippines •• It ,is hoped it will be of some help: to 
otherCLC'- youth groups. . 

Aleli 

... -.......; ­
. . 

A. tndividual reflection 

.B. Slnal1;,.group'Sh,arlng 

C. General assembiiesfor the '!Lecturettes,i 
.. -- -, - ,. ''''- - ".' " 

II - GENERAL OBd'EcTIVES .. 

~o/reasses!3 .one!!i'I,;qwn.lif:e in·t~rms ot one's relat..ion­
ship with oneself. and with..others , ­
TocompJUllica.te (conversea.nd communel Withonesel:(a.fJ.d
God . 

http:conversea.nd
http:TocompJUllica.te
http:namics.exerciseaa.nd
http:thisseri.es
http:Itwassuggested-thatpa.rt


tIl -:Sl?EcrFIC 01;lJECTIVESd~SESSIONS (9 

A.. 	 GettiAg,;,.;to-knoW-YOu: 
-To _e'~themem'bers fee~lat' ease with one another 
-Tofa.cilitate the involvement of U;;div1duals ' .. 

later sess.ions ~ 

B~ CouritingOff 


- To div,ip.e the big group into permanent small 

,for thefacilitating~of sharing ~.~ 


c. 	Live and:Learn 
-To cause the group. to have an initial feel of ,look.... 

ingbackinto,their lives in, terms . ,of relating,an
e;pe1"ie11ce .,,: ' . ,~ 

-To cause the group to have an ini.:tial .feelof 'group
sharing '. ~.~. ~. . . ' " ~, .' 

"':.Tointroduce what ,the whole dayvlill b~e~' allabo'Q.t 
D~ Lecture~tte on Live. and Lea.rn 
-To~rizeand explain what SessiOn 

. 	 bout 
- To give an introduction 6 f what is expected 


whole day , 

,E. The Givd ..n6 Tree 


-To cause ·the group to look back into 

particularly on their relationships" 

use 'of a fairy'tale 


F.. CJirist<.,Encounter , 

- ';roenable the person to e,valuatedlis present 


'ionships in.the light of' ScriptureS! and 

resu1:.ts with-ms·· smalL group 


G. 	 Depth-SharinS 
,.,;. 	 To ·en!:l.ole the group t.o<1eal with 


relationships from the standpoint 

H. 	Evaluation 


-To eVcilu.ate the whole 'day as to 

I. 	Celebration . . ' 


- To celebrate and gj.ve thanks for the 


SESSrmrTHREE: LIVE'ANP'LEAlUi':"Procedure 
, 	 -. 

a) YQ'Q.w111 trY to look over,~ your life and try d.e­
scribe an incident that has happened to you and that 
has taught you an important .lesson. ' ", ", " . 

b} In; additiOn, you will try to ref~ecton thes~ 
tions.:"- " I 

-How did youbenefit from this experience? 

- What was involved.in your learning from this experi­

, 	 . " , ',' " 

http:resu1:.ts


our -things, 
othe::rp~ople, Q'!lirselves. 

'It istru.e that, with/better facilities- schools, b?oks, 
la1;>oratories - we can learn 1;>etter.·It le true that good 
teaChers are -rreryimPQrtant ~ BIltit .is B;180t~ ,th.ate­
V~, With the 'bestfacilitiesap.d."j;hebe~t ,teache:t:s,' ..one 
Can fl2.il to learn fully because learnin!S;,depel?-~!S on,:US • 
.tust as no, oneean,ef;l.tandgrow snd.ge,t f'at'f,or us, so 
no <one can study and experience and lea:,rn .aud:' live for 

, We have to do it.ourseives.· . , 

'. . of iea~'9.n pe9Pl.e tmder­
going the very same eJq)erience? ..O:rl~t, dl:)'esJone t s.de­

,...... greeof~earnj;ngdep~a? .' .. . '.. ,'. ..... . .' , 
',.'~' ·Just what is, the difference' between ac~1:la()(n$.tive;ani 
. mal,) watching the sunset andaboywatcl1ingthemmset·.~:s 

he .rides the. carabao :b.ome .intheevening?'. .." 
'- What, is the dif'fereneebetween a dog and a.ma:o. listening 
,to the radio 'aEl' bOth.. manl'!/.llddog sit· in t~saritei-oom 
with the radio tumedori? .' ., . 

- Is it PQss'ible.:forthe man .to. ~as little aWare of the 
'raa.ioas thedQ'g is? .. .' :. . . . ."'. . 

~. trs'itposdblefor-the 'bOY ,to be as IittleaWEl'~eofthe 
····..sunset~theea..ra'ba.o is? ; . ...... ...., ~ .... ' ' 
:-:-IsiitPossibietogo,.thr~Jife;, less aware'o~ sunsets, 
. " bi:ds:, . flowery, "Q'fthiri~aro'qlld,US, tl:!;a.n 'wecOIlldbe ? 



LIBERATION EFFORT" .IN A RURAL .MItIEU 

How the Demands of a SeI:'Vice of' the Very· Poor 

Led to the Creation of So C.L.C. 


Margosatubig is my first pastoral experience. and my 
firstexperienee of oppressing structures operative Within 
the ra~her simple framework ofa rural parish community. 
The parish organisations were rife with. pOlitical rival­
ries, gamblingt usury, unj.ust landlordism andeven status­
seeking, among the relatively few who had the good fortune 
to have been to high school or even to have' graduated, from 
college. Silently suffering all this, veri! much in the 
church but very little forming part of the Christian commu 
Iiity, were the fish-vendors and washerwomen of the tom, 
and. the frequently seen but sel.dom noticed farm-labou;t'ers, 
tenants and sn:ia.ll farmers of the barrios in tb.emountains', 
above and behind the. town. I knew that out of' this feeble 
expression ofa local Itchurchlta Christian community had to 
r:i,se. What preCisely should c~cterise that community I 
could not spell out, for I hadtn'mind only something like 
a beginning of what sprang up in apostOliC times ~ Further­
more, unlike the physics teaching I .had just left, there 
was no formula that only needed to be filled out with data 
in order for the task io be brought to completion. By per­
sortaldecision I was the lone priest in the area, witho~e 
companion, a teacher named Jun Ebol whom :i: had met. at. a s2, 
cial action seminar. And I was a new pastor, with nometh­
odology, noideology,to bolster me-except for what I had 
held on to personally throughout the years - the Spiritual 
Exercises of at. Igna.tius • 50, willy-nilly, I personally 
and formally abolished discrimiIp.ation in the parish (my 
firs~ principle learned. directly ~romVatican II). 

Then we invited any and all to join with us in meet­
ings, grlJUp dynamtcs sessions,'b1blEr·'.::reading, just ordinary 
discussions, .even T-groups; hopef'Ully seeking to form a . 
"core lt ' group,thougll not' quite certain whAt that core group 
should be like. There were many mistakes, and 'many dropped 
out.But it gradually became apparent that a few of us were 
becoming more united. 
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~ two became three, then almost imperceptibly grew 
to the' present number of' 21. Meanwhile, the barrio 
'people had awakened to a consciousness of theiriden­
tity as children of God, as brothers and sisters in, the 
same family with Christ. So with almost nothing said, . no 
call for volunteers, no thought of support, we set about 
approaching these long-forgotten folk, welcoming help with 
out effusiveness, plunging ourselves into the still uncer= 
taind~pths of Christian brotherhood with all, no matter 
how poor and unlettered. It was' Jun who suggested that a 
felt need, hitherto un~xpressed, of our' developing small 
community of prayer be answered- spiritual deepening. So 
I immediately agreed; and before long we had 'our first 
three 'days of closed retreat acoording to the method of st. 
Ignatius, letting the Church also speak to our brethren 
through. her recent documents calling for greater and deeper 
social involvement. The rest apparently came from above. 
ThS.t first closed retreat was followed by eight others, 
like the first,but even more intense in their clear vision 
of Chris~ as Teacher of the oppressed, and in the strength 
of the call to actively prepare for the advent of the ~ 
dome As oUr small group of lI1ittle" people grew spiritual­
1y, a like spirit of awareness ,and comtment caueihtfire 
among our barrios, thanks to the more active (and the phy! 
icallY strOnger!) members who helped advance the cause of 
Christ among thE!m. Gone from our midst are the politics, 
'the prcmoters ofgambling,-the usurers, and snobs. Even the 
lesser- landlords' have softened their ways towards their 
tenants. Thus,in a manner sonon~di_rective as to be almost 

.. disorg'"'c>.D.iz;ed, we began to reCi,lize that a CLe- was forming 
amongst ourselves. 

Jos& A. DACANAY 
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OUR Cm.llMITMENT IN C.L:. C. 

Wishing to reflect the orientations set during 
our last Assembly at Augsburg, we. continue to 
include concrete experiences in our series on 
"],ormationlt • 

,During this year we will publish several "pres­
entations of CLcn elaborated by national federa 
tions. Tll,ey aim at giving a concrete and global 
picture of· th~ experience they are living, and 
thus avoid,among interested adUlts, the ambigu! 
ties that can arise from entering into CLC with 
out knowledge of its specific approach.' ­

Here is a text recently adopted by the National 
Executive Council of France.To ma~e the'reading 
of it clearer, we should add that in 1968 the 
French National Federation changed itself into 
a single national Associ?-tion (COmmunity) ,which 
seemed to it. to express better the reality of 
its community expe~ence. (Ed1tor'sNote) 

I. - THE GOAL· etC AlMS AT 

We believe that Christ continues to call men and women . 
today in order to associate them more closely in His work, 
and' to consecrate them along with Himself to the mission 
He has received from the Father. Jesus Himself. explained 
clearly the meaning of this mission when He. began His pu­
bliclife: 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for He has 
anointed me ~ He has sent me to bring the good 
news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to cap­
tivesand new sight to the blind. to set the 
downtrodden free, to proclaim the Lord's year of 
favor.- (Luke 4:18). 
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Then, befoI'e passing fr9m this wor;].d to the Father, He en­
trusted this same mission to those whom He had chosen and 
to the, whole Church: 

, 	nAs You have sent Me into the world, I send them 
into the world. And for their sake I consecrate 
Ilfyself t so that they too may be consecrated in 
truth••• I pray a;l.so for those who t:brough their 
Vlordswill believe in Me" (John 17:18). 

Thus the members of the Christian Life Associationwi'sh to 
live more fully their baptismal, consecration by mutually 
helping each other to work at this mission in and through 
all the situations of their life. 

OursFecific MiSsion Within the Church 

DesiI'ous' of serving in the Church, we wish to respolid 
to the calls, that she a~dresses to us today. We seek with 

, her to discover the signs of the Holy Spirit in the aspiI'! 
tions'of the men of our times. Weare therefore aware that 
we must penetrate with the sFirit of Christ the relation­
,ships between men,in particular by working for the spiril 
ual and humanliberation of those who are victims of any 
form of oppression, by witnessing.to justice, by having a 
truly brotherly attitude toward all \vithout distinction. 
We desire' t o accomplish this mission through a personal 
life inspired by the spirit of the beatitudes,and through' 
concrete action aimed at making society-more conformed to 
the gospel,going where necessary ,to the roots of the e'Vils 

"that disfigure it. 

\'/e have the conviction, along with ill a special way 
other groups that aim at fl;llly living the gospel, that our 
words and our actions have no spiritual effectiveness un­

"less they find their source in prayer. It, is in fact the 
periods of our persona.l encowters . alone with the Lord 
that introduce us to familiarity with Him' and make us be­
come contemplatives in action. 

The Spiritual Exercises of Sa4.nt Ignatius, which are 
an experience -we have been given and that we must make bear 
fruit and pass on to others, specify our vocation in the 
Church. They lead us to a liberat£ng conversion, and teach 
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us to live spiritual di-ece~ent in da.UYliteso as to' 
seek out what God e.x;pects of' us in aU cir.cumst~cea. In 

,this vvay webe·come· more attentive to the interior IUovements 
:ofthe Holy Spirit, both in ourselves and in the world that· 
sur;rounds us. Thllswe are helped too to discover where the 

. true needs. are to be found and what is the. more universal 
good. We are led in this way, little by little, . to find 
God in all our deoisions. 

Acoord.¥!« toa. GosRsl .. Way .of. Living 

We must live ou1;this mission in the midst of a world 
dominated by the struggle for possessions and for social 
sttceess and in the end by.self'-sufficiency.Jesus, poor in 
material possessiOtUll, humbl'e of heart, proolaimed the Go.s­
pel. while giving his life. He was misunderstood and ulti­
IUatel;trejeoted.., He calls :u.s to witnesswi1;h Him to a hap­
piness that does not come from the world. . That of pos""; 
'sessittgnothing andreoeiving all from· the Father, that of' 
dominating no one bUt of being at the.serVice of men. 

We desire then toconf'orm our W$yof'liVi¥ to1:Iis, 
even it this brings with it lack of understanding,trusting 
that it will be given to us to say one day ':in truth: 

"I desire to live poor with Christ poor rather 
than in riches; to live in ,the condition of one 
who serves w:LthChr1st rejected and despised 
rather than to seek honors; and I pref,er to be 
looked on as ridiculou.s and a fool. for Christ, 
who vvas the first to pass for such, ~ther than 
as wise and prudent in this worldIt (See Spirit­
ual Exercises 167). 

To desire this love of Christ, ,in which the fullness of 
'. joy is to be found, we mow that we need personal prayer 

nOUI'ished by daily meditation of Scripture, ,and by an in­
tense sacramental life; habitual reviewing of our days and 
of the vvai in which we live events;truespiritualdia­
logue; . and, finally, an annual interior renevval in the 
spirit of the Spiritual Exercises. These different means, 
taken'together,i3pecify concretely the 
members of Chl"istian Life adopt. 



To help us enter into this mission, . and to live - in 

'this way, we forma community. Practicing together spirit ­

· .'I1a1 discernment,and challenging ourselves in the light of 
the gospel, we try to review our way of life and to make 
our conunitcients conform to the orientations set .as prior­
i ties by the Church. When we enter into such a community, 
in fact , we accept the calling in question of our natural 
preferences, the use of our time, the matter of our occu:p8. 
tions, even the direction of QUr. professional life. We are 
ready too to reexamine the way we ·divide our budget, and 
.how we use our social' influence. . 

The final decision as to . our family, professional, 
.social and .po1it;i.ca1 responsibilities is not withdrawn 
from us; it becomes on the contrary more personal. By 
asking othemtohelp us in a fraternal spirit, and by wel­
cOming their counsel, we p1ac~ ourselves in an attitude of . 

.greater interior libel"ty, we become more ready. to.listen 
to the universal Church, and so make ourselves' more open 
to the Word of God. In this way we find confirmation and 
firmness.in our decisions. 

We ~re seeking then the same goal by different pathS, .. ' 
and. we wish in the spirit of the Churchtp accept.this.p1~ 
ralism, not as if we did not care, but to receive an in-. 
creaseof'life and of light.: none of . us has.. tlie. whole. 
truth, and we wish to learn from others, to .enlarge our 
a,va.reness, to support each one so that he may as a Chris­
tian carry out his options to the 1imit~ . . 

Such is our aim: CLC is one "way", among others, to 
live the Gospe1.CLC is also a community, a world community 
spread through 48 countries, mad.e up6f persons who are 
very different .an d exp~essirig itself locally in multiple 

· Ways •. It is on the local level that this community. as a 
rule, takes on flesh for each one of us. In associating 
.ourselves with each otl:u3r by a reciprocal commitment of 

· fidelity, we wish to.:pursue a.nd, as collipariions on the rOad, 
to discover. our path within the Church. 

II.- ADHl!:SION "TO THE CLC lNTERPRISE 

Each one gradually discovers if this II:pa.thll cotte"'; 
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sponds to his own oall. When one :enters a group, . it is' 
With the intentiQnof trying it out. Aft,er a first year, 
one begins to see.. If I decide tooontinue, I am.alreadY 
making a first option: recognizing myself as a member of 
the Christian. Life COll!lllUility I partiqipate in its life' : 
meetings ·in which one shares,. re.View of my coInmitments~ my 
prayer, my weekends ••• But soon, this i.s no longer en~! 

o . 

A Personal Call. 

MY situa:tion is like that of the man who ,wen:tt:o find 
Jesus to say to Him: ItAll that, I have kept fr~my youth.. 
What is still laoking to me?" He wanted to do mo~e, to go 
further, to give himself morefu,lly.• And this 1$ why, says 
the Gospel, Jesus lOoked at him and 'loved him: "If you 
want to be pert'ect ll , to advance in' an ever grOwing gift of 
yourself, then ' . 

. . . 

"only one thing is lacking to you; go; sell what 
yoti have and give it to the poor~ Then; o<)me,fo,!. 
low Melt (NIark 10121). . 

There we have the decisive step tha.t the Lord proposes to 
us: to offer not ollly whaj; is suparfl'llous of. O'llr time and 
resources, but to give oneself.;, There then is the rea.l 
question: for a Christian of today, what does it mean, 
"Go ••• then coma ll ? It means that onego out of oneself in 
order to commit oneself to the person of Jesus Christ·, and 
to proolaim with Rim the Gospelinand through a.ll of one's 
life. 'All the rest then takes on another look: this deci­
sive step, in fact, causes us to enter into a dynamic pro£ 
ess,. a kind of triple passage: 

1) . The P§issage from a. II generous 11 life, where I remain 
after a.ll master of'my deCiSions, to a "spiritual"

.1!!!, where I receive my action from God, in and through 
the situations of life and interiQr calls. Come,follow file: 
for one person, it means. entering on the adventure of the 
Kingdom: I turn myself over to Christ, leaving behind my . 
securities and following Him amid the' joys arid hopes, the 
griefs and amcieties of men, above all of the. poor and all 
those who sutfer. For another, it means becoming aware 
that the In:ImS:n solidarity .that he already lives and the 
transformation Of our SOCiety that he pu:r;'sues will not be 
trul.y profound' unless they base themselves totally on 



, Cb.:rist"In both cases, J:t is the Lord who goes before •.And ' 
sinc$is is He who loves and. who invites, my life takes' 
,from then on the form of ,8 resp~nse. 

2) 	 The ;passa~e from a "practicing" Ine to an "evangel­
ical" life, 

Come , follow Me: it is the call to go beyond the moral 
comfort that could come' from observing the~comniandments or 
fidelity to an ideal, in order to adopt a way of life more 
in conformity with that 9f Jesus, ~n the desire ofbeiIl-g 
more like Him. That means, ,not carelessness' or irresponsi­
,	bility, but giving up a proprietaryattitude toward my re­
sources as' towards my power: I want to look on them from 
now on as goods whose management has been entrusteato me, 
and about which Christ suggests to me, as he did for Za­
cheus, to share them joyously, wi~h intelligence and com~ 
petence. It means too to recognize that I find myself in­
serted into a social fabric which is qui~e often 8 carica­
ture of the Gospel, and to desire at the same time, if it 
is pOSSible, t'o share the condition of Christ and of the 
poor. 

3) 	 The passe-sa, from a group where one goes to be replen­
ished to onethatise-n apostolic community 

Come, follow rae : with Peter, James, John, who left all 
(lilark 10:28). With,Joan, suzanne and.those other women who 
followed Jesus and provided for them out of their own' re­
sources (Luke B:2). With Priscilla and Aquila, the couple 
of the early days who accompanied Paul (Acts 18:2; 18:26). 
It is the discovery, through the practice 0 f' discernment 
and: community deliberation, that it is not I who have 
chosen Christ but that it is He who has chosen me so that 

. 	we may go out and bear fruit (see Jolul, 15:16). tn this way 
I become aware that the Christian Life Community is more 
than a monthly meeting'of replenishment: it is a'community 
in and through which Christ sends me out and makes me res­
ponsible for the proclamation of the Gospel.If I associate 
myself with others , it is not only to pray better but ,to 
take acti.on more effectively> 

DISCOVERnlGMY WAY , 

ACcomplishing this passage isa lifetime task. It is 

26 ­

http:Gospel.If


movement, dynamism, progressive awareness of this ort~t 
dimension. What etc proposes is to help its IIlembers to -en.... 
ter into this movement or to advance in· it, by integrating 
these three dimen~ions: mission, way of life, community. 
It helps them to do this by two characteristic means: 

I) The Suiritual Exercises: . Each one is invited to make 
the authentic experience of them--soon enough after 

.one's entry into a group to avoid slipping into routil1e, 
late enough to allow the desire ,for them to grow. Some 
make th,em,for .example, during eight full days, in solitude 
and in. a personally guided form. Others do so while con~ 
tinuing daily life, pver a longer period of time. This ex~ 
perience is one of knoV'ling oneself and the Lord, .knowing 
our res1stances and his calls. It awakens the interior man 
to the movements of the Holy Spirit and lea.ds him, in and 
through a true liberation, to decide about his'life accord 
ingto God,to the point where he comes to say of it, aloni 
with IgnatiUS, "What is then this new life that we are be~ 
ginning today?" 

2) Comuanionship: It is obviously in the grOup that one 
first lives out the goals of the Association; It is 

from there that the preceding experience is prolonged ~i;o 
daily Ufe , it is there that the fraternal spirit is forged. 
But each one is, at the same time, invited to go ,beyond 
his usualsmallgrQup by participating in regional gather­
ings,and summer sessions, both national and international~ 
In this way one discovers other cOIllPanions of the' journey; 
Ilear or distant,· alike or different , inspired by the same 
spirit. one recognizes oneself, little by little, as a me!!!, 
ber ofa body, a corps, accountable for itsgro\7th and its 
vitality. 

It is in practicingthe.se two means that :each oneco~ 
tributes to the vigor of the whole, and at the s1'lJI1e time 
discovers whether this is his way, the way that will best 
lead him to Christ • 

Thus commitment to the Christian Life Conmnll:l.ity is 
something progressive •. But in the very growth of love and 
in the·fraternal spirit there is an invitation, if the e:x:­
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cross a thre~hold./Infill.ding 
peace" joyandspiritual dynaJllism inthia path,; I discover 
that ~d is oalling me to serve' Him in this Way. 

There. comes then a day when the community recognizes 
me as a oompanion, and, through one of its officers, ~ 
me to go beyond simple partioipation to assume with it res 
ponsibility for its task. There comes the day when, in or: 
der to work more effectively at the mission: of Christ, I 
deoide to adhere to this community, to adopt its goal and 
its way of life. To manifest this mutual recognition, I 
declare to my brothers that they can oount on me as Ioount 
on them. 

. 	 . 
By this aot of adhesion, I confirm the profound thrust 

by which, ever since my baptism, I amconseoratedto the 
mission of Christ, and I oommit myself in the Association 

~ 	 to take the means, reoognizedfor me as the best, to work 
at it~ 

"Not·, as says st. Paul, "as if I had already reaohed 
the goal, but lrunn.To oommitmyself means simply to say 
to my companions that, having .reoognized the road, I am 
rwming with them. I·do not say I· am further· "along. tha.n 
others. I say only that it is my path, our path, and that, 
without looking baok and without prejudging the future, I 
ohoose it today. 

To deepen the meaning of :this oommitment, there is no 
better way tbl:m that of contePlplating the mystery of Mary, 
partioularly dear to our spirttual tradition. In saying 
YES, without reserve~ she 'Understood the plan" of God, was 
the first to enter into the mission of Christ, and shared 

. to the end his way of living. Beside her Son, she prays 
for us and Shares with us her joy: 

"My soul procaliuis the greatness of the Lord,an:d:~ 
risy spirit exults in God, my Saviour, for he ha~r 
looked upon his lowly bl:mdma.id. It 
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