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., . 

faithful to the ·direc'iiipn weset;fQr' ourselves 
at 4he AugsPurgAsS8xnp'1y.; invite~us 

. . 

* to understand better theautliEmtic vocation of 
~{}LC, 	 throu~. rereadingwhatF~ther·A:i:Tu.pe said 
apoutit . . 

* .to start from e1rents, in this case the event 
0:( the 25thanniveraary of the Declaration Of~ 
:th~ Rights of 'dan, so as to. grasp its il)lp'ot.;;., 
tance in the slow'advance of humanity . ,< 

. *a:'f'ter. r~teading the concrete ex;pe~iende-.'of ,a 
CLCij.n. tlleservi-ge of .. liberi'1:t;iOrl ':t~ta.ppeaTe(:f 

.~,,!~:=~io~~~~~~;iM~1~';,i·b'!l:~~: 


come to a true understanding and d'Elepening
of ecumenism, so that we may be bec'P:me clipabTe 
of uni ti.ng our efforts withthoseof th~ whole 
Church 

* To prepare for the Feast 'ofthe An;nunc.iation, 
which is in a special' yvay tb.at of. the Chris
tian 'Life Co~iti:es'f for they re.cognize in 
Mary the model of cqmpliance with G:od's de
sign and t he guardian of their own fidelity. 
By studying. ,the. place of this contemplation 
in the Exer.cises. Somet still not very .fa.m:i:l-, 
iar with the Exercises, mayJind it difficult. 
But it should introduce all of us to a deeper 
'Lmderstandingofit , and prepare us for the 
meditation we can then make,·usingt"he sugges~ 
ti<lns giyep. in the Exercises' (nos •. 101 -:. 109) 

* to grasp better the imporlance in our lives 
of the daHyevaluatioll, as we read th:ewit~ 
ness-of aCLC member in this regard. 

* as we read the "echoaof CLe", to rejoice and 
be grateful for this gift we share.• 
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,- ~ - . 
WfJ ll.re alway;s. spEjaldng. '.' 'today o't tltf;rslg:ns .of the . 

t±m~fl'.~atQ:~'iI thatmeatt'flt ''llIeans: tlle·,revel$'ti;oiliofGod 
thrb:ugnGlWistr1~a, tlU'oughsi~tiP1'l:S't t~ .. l;ro'e~l, 
1ll,OV~nt$, .tltrohgh' t he ~w,a.4va;nqeni!lll!lts ahd progwes$·of. 
ciyi1i~;;i'ol:h W~Hl'ave·'b;os;e'(il'G.od::in- ~:L"'l;~:~" bv;t wi1:h . 
thti ap~~tQ:f'St •. I~i#.v.:Sf,tha:t i~~ ~"t:tt~:str~ei1tc.Not 
every11~:i.$th¢ W.o:t!d. Gt'G.od..~it"&re &re'dif$$rEmii S:l'il'its, 
~d the .Iil:lcerc;i$~1iiI:g::t.~y:ou:the·s~t'P~~e :fit> di$O'over whe.re· 
C~1at il;l, wl'l:e;r~'C~i'St:' is·at. 'l'/ork.... . 

.Wj':tJ:L.cu.;-$.e~~QtJ:ant smt'ey"pl1c':I"li;U t'll1,d GQd mev~" 
tfti~iy~dyou·W)iJ.l;be, atrem~4011$,!'Ixp:toS5:Ve·b~b. .We 
s.peak;1lro .. tqa~ht· "l"od~~bo~ilb'om~s~tQJnl'l;lombl;l.j· .h~bS--S() 
muehab~'Il1t reilt~lutitlrt. ..• 'YOU $hQnlld< be tl'le~eal~e1'lOaut:ton~ 
aties· tQ$~ ·.~··.llib:e .. WOl?ld.~h&' fQttnda~iJ)lt··o1'iriti.~raYblutj,Dn.

\ .i~the .~x~.GI:Ji~; ···lo'\t:e,··"fpr. ~lltiStt .~d:.tor '.''l::!.-~:. ·vrork.. 

~OWsho.tilId'gO.ou.tf'rOm.>tt1.i'.s"CQ~~ am :rrofilA:~bW;>g 
. be:j;ng1!le!l; and,' WPnte!itol"othsra.Wfp <h$.ye tot~_J0Ul$~J;'Ves, 
s:uraly" biliI;. wS,s,)ren:tit egocent~c;We,Uketo devea:opotit' 
]lel'SD~~1J;:tYr we like, ito •deve14PIi ~U ·~powel.··~:t. 'Ftlr' what? 
Foroth~•. ,(J!ol;le~~otll$rs~ •.. 'llhi:!:t•... re'f{)r .U$,.·a·~~ 'of 
+tte.W{3 .. fQllOW'~±~:t;;,. ~.'~:FOll O1BEll!'l ..,.. . , 

wamt1liltnev.'~fi 'sa.1_1'en.~1t1; '.' ·i::it:m'~h~" tf'InoX'e :ino~e: 
1!lQ~~.<ocD~~:O~~·.Lov~t~J;e_C~~~.:~~:L~, ;uP.)tc.t~~· 
cJ;'oss". '.' i$·tne·~~~:"tQ.:~~;EStn<;, <mow ·jJlJ;'th~ ;se~ce ." 0'£ 
oj;he-r&il=i~· t~:(}ltrj;$.t) Wh4;ot':re~1i;f ·1[·fl!$$U"on.t'he· Crtls'S,;e'o:r 
others:, .wiIJ: O:fcf'e1:'·HJ;;1tls$~onqeim~.·~~~o:u;", .' :Do the 
1l1~ 'Of '1ihe~~t:{!Iil' ~¢'j,p1:'e$<; 'wh:te:'h, 1s:,at'ii'eZ'.aU, ' tlie 
·_x~':e$ "thespi,l"itij," .' . 
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Question: 	"How do you see ,the work; oftheC~istiah Life' 
Comnnini)iiesin tb:e ensemble of the works ·of' the 
Society of Jesus?n 

Answer 	 The c:b.ristian Life~oups are inspired' by the 
Exercises, which are als.o at the origin of the 

SOciety of jesus.: Therefore,we consider this movement of 
lay people--and I underline, lay people--the realexpres
sion of the charism of St,•. Ignatius, for the laity. I hardly 
lmow a deeper m$)vement for lay people. The place of this 
movement in the works of the Society is veryhigll and the , 
Society has it much at heart.I consider the Christian Life 
Communities unique, ',inspired by the Exercises. I am con

. v:inced they are dOing'vtlry importa:rit work;. 

QUestion -: 	 "Wliat is the relation between the Spiritual tier 

cises and liberation?1I 


,. , 

Answer 	 I am glad to ,answer this.• The Exercises give u,s 
'the internal liberation, the liberation of' 

Christ, liberation from all atta<;1hments ~o that we can be 
completely iridifferent and 'free· to fOllow: the will of God 
and the way of the Holy Spirit and to work for others.Then 
we can work in other areas' of liberation-for justice, 
against oppression, and so forth. Liberation is averyim'-< 
portant question and we have to study it in a11its depth, 
especially the theology and psycllology Of it,and its'human 
aspects.Bl;tt we shou,ld avoid being superficial w::tthslogans 
that don't mean much and can distort t1).e. ttieaningoftb:ings • 

. I am sure that ;your study of this at ..A'Ugsbtirg will give' you 

clear directioril;! so thS.t you· can pUrsue this important pro 

blam in the right way. . -


Questicim : 	 IiHOw much can ChrisUan ComnItmities be 
adapted to different situations ,ana. still remain 
CLC?" 

Answer : 	 DUf·ioulties in this .comefrommsunderstanding 
by people o;fwhat the· ChristlaJ;';). Life Communities 

really are.We should adapt groups todiiferent cOnditions, 
but every group should be established within the framework 
of .the General Principles.. Today these General Principles 
are so flexible that one ,can, make one's own applicat.±on of 
them. But you canndttouch theess.entfals-. You cannot have. 
a group but say, "We do not care for· theE:x:ercisesll • :~hat 

4 



i$',acbntmQ;i~ttQ:t.r. ,:!(ou,w1a,J: ~ve;' 8:;'mup:, .of'~pe.epl.e, Wh'() 
'are" dom~'t ,wonder';f'U.l w.ork btit nQt', a Cll,rlst.iatlt,.td$~,~ C'01IltInm~' ' 
'tl'.Th~l:'te~p~ewe have, to, d.iatingu.isl'l,bei~,e11: the eS:S,en~ia.1:s~ , 
~'d' th~'a,:leide]j:,t8(ls.The essentiaiJ;;sar(ilin, ti::l:e'GeneraLhj:n 
e±pl:es. 'Then th~se can' beliLpp'.L:i.ed.in ditterent wayS' itla.i,~ 
,;f\erentcomtr±es,.., That is the: wQnde$l J!la:stic:ity of :tl:re ' 
,cl1ar.ism, of St.. Igtl,at~s. ' , 

IJltte$tion: : ' i'll', "Cheltle is a1;i.clia cl:os.e"om:rneotio~,of,Cr.c witb. ' 
the. Spidtti.al Exeraises,wb;iclimee.n very'int1ch t'o 
,J.esU,lts;' .' h'QW do'ybue~pIa.infa.ot, t11at, so~~ 
Jes:uit$ are not nniqhi1til'er.e,svedinCLCs.orSod.a1 
iti;~S"? 

Mswej:' : Why don1 tsome Jesu.:itsapp~ec4a.:t-et~C!l::l.risi;ia.n 
Lit,e QolD.lll\lnit:i:e.s? ,IwQuI'llsa:v'l.t :;ta,mo;stty',a;; eaSe 

of igtl"O;renoe. TheY don~t.'r-eallY~ow, them... ".0'1'i the±'rmo.w.-., 
J:.edgeis. ot"$odatl'l.ti-es:of, tlie' oldatyia,' :atld:t:b:~dQnQ:t 
~re :€olf,them., Aatd that would ber±ght:t,bec'litua~ We;r$'c,Qg~ 
ni~e that the. o,J.:d tNlle cif. Sodaliityhas' .nG',n:t~:n:trig;t.g~y. 
Wf:l;Il1U'Strespact:the,~st but wei$tst:"'~l?i1' ';6. t~de;y. 'I 

'ii'hmkif the C~ist:i::an,LJ;~ee'O~t:t;es,:aa,;conta~e'din 
, t]ieGfjnereiL ··IT:4lcip~s. 'ar,a .presel;l't-~:di::t'O'J.ae.utt:s~· t:heW", m+1. , 
r.e~()'gm;izethe'Vatl.ue" -at' ~pO~$nla1ie.. , 

'fl)(a.e,¢rIl~e, ~OIJj!ltlle.:ad~~$s\6$ F:t~~pet'~~!L 
o-£;"-t1ie,'.ao1:ii;,e~:9f\J.:e~~$'f8,n'd £~mh!tl3:~:pa.:f,ea ;to 
q\te~t'i:~~ia4$.'!~ 'ii.o: ..hIm•.'b# "l;he: pa~ui.pant:s' . 
in i.. tcbl9; 'lftteJt;~:eltvi.tlrj;a;li .CJje'~6'rma~ eQUrS~ ,a':t 
llQm~~JU1t 2i6~;:t,;19'7:n •. ' . '. 
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·25TH .umIVERSARY OP. THE UNIVERSAL D1i!etAItA~ION 
OF.TRERIGH,TS" OF MAN 

We just ceiebrated, last December 10, the 25th Arini
verf;3ary bf.the Universal Declaration of the·Rights.ofman. 
It .offers a fitting occasion to inform ourselves and to ,re 
flect on this Declaration and on the pacts and conventions 
that since then hav,e madeitmore specific and detailed, 
and have tried to assure its being put into practice. 

This Declaration of the Unites Nations, made in 1948, 
is along the lines .of the Declaration oftheRi@ts of' Man.. 
of 1789, but is the expression of a more: mature and more.' 
precise awareness of the rights of the human person. Its 
aim at first was to be a 'solemn condemnation of the cI'imea: 
of· Nazism. But so'on it was to. orient .itself in a morepos.;; 
itive sense: thea~firmationof the dfgnityofman. This' 

.shorl document consists of apream'ble .whose thouglltis v'ery 
exalted, and then ofthirly articles in which are listed, 
mclear, sober and arresting 1anguage,thefUlldamenta1 re 
quirements of the human '~person" Have. wer.ead i t?Have' we 
weighed i.ts thrust, .its richness,iiiSpe~ent. up-t07dat~' 
ness? Here already are questions 'that this :anniv~rsary 
leads us to pos~. 

Of the many conventions that set themselves within 
·the framework of the DeclaI'ation of 1948, th€most l.mpor
tant are two pacts whicl1wer.e vot'edby, the'Assembly Of the 
United Nations in1966.Clne of these is abouteconoll1ic, 
social and cultural rights, the other about civil and po.... 
litical'rights. Although"because of its'very nature, the 
Declaration has no juridical value in' the strict sense, 
the pacts, as also' all the other ci:mventions, are texts 
of juridical character • But , ~1though they VV,ereapproved . 



> by vote, these texts do not enter into effect untn rat:i.;;. 
fied bya sufficient nUinber of"countr.ies. For the pacts,
35 ratifi9ations are needed. And asofN{)vember 15, 1973, 
only 2} states had ratified them. Among the countries that 
have still failed to ratify them can be' noted France, 
Great Bt'itain, 'Italy, and West Germany; among those who 
ha.ve ratified, the Soviet 'Union. This makes one reflect 
on two tllings. on the one hand, _as to the worth df such 
commitn:llmtson the part· of "certain" countries. On the otl1 
er ~d" as to the: difficulties that countries--whichare 
nevertlielesscpnce;rhed about respecting the rights, of the, 

,hUlllEln .p~rson-...can have aboutfulfilIing the oblig;a.tions 
imposed' by thepa<?ts. F'Orit, mu.st ~ recognized that these 
agreements can sometimes pose delicate problems t especial:

'1Y;. for.,countries Which have only'recently acquired indepen 
dence ,JI:hich cannot in honesty 'be dodged. ,

" To rneasu,re wel,lwhateffectivenes~these pacts have, 
it must be noted th/:l.t they have not come intu being 
throughpr.{)eedures· which assure a, recourse to courts and 
to sanctions in the cases where they are found to be viola 

'ted. The sole recourse consists in 'complaints that maybe 
ma.de to the UI);ite.d Nations, which can demand explanations 
fromcthe countries ,involved,andrnake observations to them. 
However, as e:lcperiencesi+ows, :these interventions general... 
ly have'noeffe.ct., Such a judicial recourseisfou.itd in 
the:Euro;EeElll Conve.ntion. on the Rightl;3 .. Of manor 1950,: 
which' convention is a.lreadyineffect.; and the recourse is 
open not only. to governments but also to individuals (un,.... 
fortunately ,France, whichha.s finally ratified it, in do
ing so set a condition which exclude.s recourse by individ
uals'.' 

The Declaration, and the pacts through whichit has 
been implemented in a very'concrete way., ta:keaccountwith 
great clarity, and ,preCision of the variety of situations 
in which respect for the rights ofma.n IJ:l.9.y be in,danger. 
They· hav,eto do' mainly witlitheserights: .the right to, a ' 
life that, is free and worthy of the vocation of man. (con-' 
demnation of slavery, respect fo!" human life, 'respect for 
privacy., defense of thefatllHy,protect-1onof infants and 
of the aged); public freedoms (freedom of opinion, partie.., 
ipation in political life, the. right of asSembJ,y.an.d of 
association); economic. and social rights (the right to 
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the right to a' suff:i:cientsal~n,the dghtto form . 
Or 'other unions, t:Q.el1tghttqproper"'!;y,.etc.); cul
rights (-the right to· ed'\icatio.n, t:t:te right topar1:;ic

ipate in cUltural life, etc. ).Let us ·single.ont;besides, 

,particular conventions having to .dowith :the .rignt Qfpeo
pIes to self-determination, . racia.lorreligious discrim;.. . 

. ination, war crimes andgfilnooide, the .polit:ica,lriglltsof 
. women. rei'ugees and sta,te:tessp:ersqns .. . . . 

Here then is a descri.ptiQno:f the. way it is agreed 
thingsoughtt6be.Helre·isthatto which nations in great 
num1:)erhaveconrmitted themselves.. Bu.thow far have these 
noble andj:usto-'bligationl:'l been pu:t intoappli.cat:i:on? 

Are we not tempted to scepticism and. even to discour.. 
agement when today in so many cOu:rLtries we see these 
prinoiples and these commitments ignored or g¢offedai; ? 
Onetl:l:i.J:'1ks of arbitrary detenti'on, systematic practice of 
torture, growing .j.n:fringem-ent of. the intimacy-of :priva.te 
IH'e by-pheuseof ndiabolical" elec:tronics ,maintenance 
of .woman:in a oonditionof.iuferionty,p~~sistence of sla 
very in certain .co\mtries."'. 

. Whate'l1er"Qe the oruell1eaiityofthiss't.ate.o.f things, 
we ca.nand sliould nevervhelf;lss lJa. alert to.,and,recogniz:e, 
twopos;i.tiveas,Pectso.f the present si't$tio!1 as '~far as 
the rights of mali are ocmcel."1led:. 

. - As :PoPe ,Paul Vla:ta:tedih h~.s message t,o the United 
NatioJ;J.s onttheoc:aasion..Clfthis.anliiversary, liMen ,of our 

. time,ehowthemselvessenaitiv:e to the values cO.ntainedin 

the Declara1;;'ionoftheRights .ofMan.Thefliotthat d.e

ntuiciatixmsanddelll8.ndsaremultiplylllg, . ;istl;l.is.nota 

sign 'of thisgromn~ sensitivity?lI. Jmd in thi-ssel'l,siti 

.. \?iini,' the. ,Declarat.ion o:f'. 194B seems Whave>p;layedanim
portantrole. . 

-Even.when they nave. ,:p;~t~e~fuved::lI{lb;;entini-'b'er. o:frat
ificati()nsWhiCh>wo~d'mE:\ili1e'.Whel!1ibi$id51!l'g;, :thea1:l.paets ,ari:d 
conVentions .htive ',o:riien,'led: '§imat~s:1icmodJ;!EY" th~il:',atthtud:e 
with _regaratoresPec~tf6r'ifhe :rig)ht,s().+·~;r4&.rh'~e,sid;$s,se"V 
eral,·'6f' ,th'as'e, ...c()tl;·fm:t~~ns~$Jv;e,~een,v.~~··eonq~fu-e·],y·~t ,i!i . 
to. PI'act i9'e, .1;)y"a~ea;t::1l:'tI.Th]j~lt"6f.~a;Jtiel?,!l!~:i;:~t:~.q;rne ,with 
'rega,rd ·to,the t~eat:rn\!!nt o·f t'~ee~;!iihef'~e'e1npV:en1!3nt ·of 
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persons,. freedom of inforIIl.ation, raoialdisorim'inaticm, 
ligiouiS liberty. 

* 
* * 

The attitude or the Church .as r.egards respect for the 
rights of l!limhas'Unha:ppilyno1; .always been what it should. 
We shoUld have the honesty tQ. recognize that i# the past, 
notably, freedom of belief has often been imlleded, and 
wars have been accepted .which in mu.ltiple ways: ha.ve done 
violence to. the dignity of , the human ,person and to his 
most sacred rights •. Let us think o.f some asp~cts of the 
oonquest of the New World, and of those so· ntllnerous ware 
in which, for "the ,glory of a very Christian prince, so 
many men iost their lives or their freedom. These failings 
mu.st not however, make us fail to recognize all that the 
Churohhas done in the course ofoenturies for the. uplift 
ing of man, for hisproteotion against injustioe, exploit: 
ation aJ:;Ld domination of every sort. 

One regrete too that the lead.ers of the Churoh rejeo
ted as a whole the deolaration of 1789, not knowing how to 
distinguish between erroneous views andviewa direotly 
flOwing from the spirit of the Gospel. But with Leo XIII, 

" who knew how to recognize the legitimate rights, till,thim 
seriously disregarded, of V'(orkingmen, and, mu.oh more, with 
the Enoyclical "Peaoe on Earth,j of John :XXIII, Vatican 

_ 	 CounoilII, ·tlie Encyolical "The Development of Peoples li 

and a number of other declarations and direotiv'es of P!:i.'41 
VI, the Church has very explicitly and very positively 
given its backing to the promotion of the rights of man,. 
linking this c.losely with the promotion of peace, since 
both the one and the other constitute, inseparab;Ly,t:q.e 
fundal:llet!,tal oondition of the t:rue progress of peoples. 

* 
* * 

With. the hindsight of a quarter" of a oentury, we can 
today better gauge the human bearing of the Universal Dec
la;ration of the Rights of Man of 1948, and our Christian, 
faith gives to this its full meaning. 
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worlo., 
, Christian, or of other' religious or 

tendencies, managed to agree on a certain num
ber Qfpr:inc.iples tl 

• Certainly, they did so by giving to 
. the.se princi'ples different bases. One can morebveras1c one. 
self as regards the adhesion of some, notably of the marx.,.. 

· ists, ..whethertheir ideology is in accord!:l">1ce with these 
principles. .any case, t.he fact' is there: the rights of 
man, . the·fundamental normspfcond\tctwithregard to man, 
the relations 'Of .' nienbetween' theniselyes"wererecognized' 
as havingiQrce for the wholeo:fhumanity.To thisuniver~.· 

· sal;i.sm, our faith gives a.prof0undbasis. :.Aspaul VI .de~ 
clared inhismessage,already cited, . tQtheUnited.Na7'. 
tions,' liThe Church. can never fail tobeilltereJted inth@N 
rights of man,> :'\Tho has. 'beencrea;ted in the image of God~~ 
t'o the liken.ess of.his Oreator._ She feelS' herself woundedi . 
vfhen. th,e rights of m8n,whateverthe'sebEfand~vherever it):';·. 
be, are ignored or vi.oJated. The rights o·f man are fOlJllde~~~~., 
on therecogriition of ,the dignity, the e.quality and t '." 
brotherhoodof.allhwnan beings." 

Clearly awa;r-eof andpen~tr8A::,ed with these views,. 

CQuid we 1:ieinsensitive totl:ll.sanniversary? How could 

fail to accept • the .~viiiation found thereto. cooperate 


· every possible way in the defens·e .and furthering of t 
rights of:. man, rights tha.ta~eformulatedw:tthsu:ch c1ari
ty,detail and precision in the texts of the United Na-, 
tions? How could wefa:il to contribute to the work of sen... 
sitizilig and of formatio.nthat is there called 'for, as we 
are invited to do by the Joint appeal 'Of the Justice and 
Peace CommissiOn of the Holy. See and the WorldC,ouncil of 
Churches on theoc.casion, of this anniversary? Especially 
.by making kno,Vll the Declaration and .itsc'onventions, by 
bringing pressure to bear ongoV'er:mnents which have not 
yet ratified them, by denouncing violations o.f'them, by 
taking the le.M in' efforts to a,ssurej;;hat they will be,. 
recognized and respected. '. '" 

Here, thenyare the concrete tasksbywh:ich our ChriE!. 

tian ideals will expresS themselves in t:tLe m.ost authentic 

and effective fashion. 


Father' Frangois RUSSO is the ecclesiastical adviser of the 
catholic Genter at UNESCO. 
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II Liberatiqll" 

LEr.'S HE1PEACHOTHER.TlffiOUGHA .FRATBRNAL .EXjClJANGE 
','"' . ",:,.. '~ ,-.- ~.. ,..., ,- "'",'- ".--.' .--. '-" :""'--~"-~ .. - ~~"-'- .....,-- ";,,,.)-. ", ", 

. , 

As we, s.tatedearlier, the s'erieson' "Liberation" v/ill 
be presented this year in alterriating fashion, with eacp. 
'experiej1tial account followed by ,a critical analysis of 
it, the' aDnbeing to .<help ourielves to grovvp:rut'lla,llyin 
discernment. The experience is-given brthe GLe, whtchhas 
llved'it. The.'cr:ltical an::t~ysis,is m,ad;e by 8.team,.ofCLC. 
members .conneCted with, the perj,;odical. '. ttmUstbe' noted 
that, . 'sinceit.isnot~ pos.sible for, t.heaut,hors of thea-c:"; 
counts to meet thet~am that. s;Lngles'out :their' $,'trong' a,ria: 
weak po:i.nts, some remarks o~cf.iti6isriismai'resisinrply ion 
an'iiiadequate descriI;rbion of things:. 'N"o matter !:';Iti,El,(!ues 
tion above 'aU ,of p.elpfug each,othe'r·'recognizetheessen::- ' 
tial steps that mark. ourpath-:-ortheobstac+es "along the·' 
way--:soas to achieve, more and more the integrai:Lon.l2f' our' 
faith with our entire life~ . 

Today we make reference to the article that appeared 
in the January issue entitled, "A Concrete Eiperience of a, 
Community at the Service of Liberation". It would be good 
to begin by rereading it. For verytinderstandable reasons; 
which the authors point out at the sts,rt of the article, 
their v"fitness rell!S:ins purposely.general. So we will focus 
on its main lines, which still give us a (!uite penetrating 
view of the direction the efforts ~ f this coll1llIWtity are 
taking. Several points struck us. 

First of all, the very clear option made in favor,of 
_the very poor, the oppressed, by this community. It is. a 
matter of a solidarity that is lived, which dictates the 
choice of the service to render and the actions to under
take. As we expressed it together during our re'cent Gene
ral Assembly, it involves being at the service of "those 
who are "directly affected". 

We notice too a profound concern--sometimes explicit, 
sometiInes iInplicit--to live in communion with the Church-. 
The Church's documents serve a,s 'a rei'ererice to pri·ent the 
acti-on. There is insistence on the authenticity thatIriu.st 
clothe our witness 'if it is to have credibility anti to pre 
sent'the true image of the :3ervant Church. "The mission of 
preaching the Gospel dictates at the present tiIneth,at we 
shouid dedicate ourselves to the liberation of man even in 
his present'existence in this world." This dictate,foi'nIU.. 
lated by the Synod of Bishops, is aimed at. This c:oncern to 
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in. 

ando1lrpart, .•. t9s~.e in 

thread theaction.'\l,l'l:d.eMaken. 


-tedly-tl1is fidelity guidance ofine Chu.rchms.y .have 
be~nf~u.nd difficult in specific cases • BUt one QaJ:mptbut 
p~rigraBD-'ate and encourage this co:r:n:ni'1.lnityif in.fact has 
aJ.i~ys~aged t.o carry out itsacti\Titywith a care to be 
i:n'c:ql)ll!tCrhionwith the Church. In ,the types of action IOOn
$ioned--:J!ersonal.witness to justice, denunciations of. in
justice, a<;:tion in favor of liberation--one reCOgli:izes too 

.theb,rieni;ations so often'reempl:lasized by the Church. 

We Yibuld have liked the article 'to describe more 
detail. theprocEfs.s bfdiS.cernmentused by' the comrrrunity 
IIiakingits choiC:es.What,were,the possibilities for action? 
Wer.e there ,otlier options 1;1.1.an those taken? How did the 
group arrive concretely at ,the choice decided upon? What 
were the reasons for,! What wereihe reasona against? How 
were the specificdecisions·ms.de? Are they subject to per
'iodic evaluati'on?" •• 

Other questi'Ons' which might present themselves as sub 
, . jec.tsfor discernment: Is. the general situation such that 

committed Christians can now move ,from the simple.denuncia 
tion of injustice to the taking of some initial .. steps to=
ward refo:rmingthestructur~s ofinjustlce? Or is this im 
pOSSible aithe present time? lfcommitted Christians are 
not vigil:;mt, and .theopportttne moment i;oreform the 
structures according to Gospel principles social action, 
simations of injustice such as that described tend to move 
inevitably toward the II r evolutionary situation!!, whenthe 
onlyo:ptioh that presents itself to people is bloody revo
lutionorcivil war. To the extent possible,this should 
be .a,voided.' .Among t}fe policy makers of the society, a;t'e 
there any in whom the Christian COnscience with regard to 
justice is not completely dead? If so, . itpossi;ble ·to . 
take to awaken. their consciences? 

We appreCiated much, the way in which the role of the 
c()mmUnity was .presented. "The plaQe wher,e faith ·in Christ 
~ndinhis presence is 9xpresseda:nd livedlf ,and where. one 
fcinds !!the' strt;l;1gth I;>nd the, mutual toadyancein the 
serviceoi o:t;l.e's· brotherstbrorigh ~);l:r'ogressive liberation, 
achieveCj. through difficul':t,ies and ,.with One could 
say that the CommUnity, oentered on 'the !i:u.eha;t'ist, plays a 
double role. is on the one hand for· each of i>ts members 
t.he'means to a. g:t>eaterpe;sonal fit;'ielity in one's attach
ment'to Christ, to 'be ,implemented in one's entire life. 
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On.the oth.erhand,±t i$. '\iJ;l,e .pt$:qefOr disoe~ together 
Wlll.\t·service.is to ,.berend~red.and th~n Carried·fo~rdto 
gether, the. place wheX'eea:eh·member,~h.arill:s to theeM.riili 
and .then:ru.t-uaiLllelp,..willfind· "the st~ength and-the '1:1e1p!1 
togo forvvar.d again. onther.oa.d~d.to continue in: spite
of· difficulties .. . . ..' ."' 

The authorairisist on .the.n:e.oessfil;vof s.solidforma.,, 
tioD..ofthemembers... jIerewELtottch."the;essentia.l pdintoli 
wh'icha,ependsin),:arge.measllretheql;lality of ac.ti6n 
andth.erigbtnessof' . Qrieutafrion.Tnepedagogy of the 
f~ith.aEidescnb'e(Lin . the aX't.iqlere~tson 'lIa: 9PIillrllmity 
~irit in.l:i.:vixfg,·1;he imitati.on.of CM'ist~ref1ection. on 
imd, de(:li;>eningof1+isme·s.s!:Vg~)' 'of salyati<ln.t ·.a.na·.•!3.n apdsto1- . 
.icandmissib~s~it, witb: senSeofthe·Chu;:rchas 

.. theBodyo.fCh'l'<ist~.in ord.ertb 'eontrib;liteto ·its building 
u.p .anait8 ext'el:!.Siorit. I! We recogniz.e th~e, indee<4 the 
es~entiale1ementiS ·that lJO'int towardaJ,ld ar.e·an integral 
pa.:i"tofth.e;wayof'U.feqfC14Q!" . still)we think wes~e 
SOltlething lae.k;:j,ng.whenc'wei!.b not. find· .tM~ercises listed 
among-them:f):ans~:£$o~t:io~~ •. Without d(lu'Pt the approach 
used lpspi;r>6tl b¥:ini1ii::i.l foIllIlS .of,tha ~ercisE;ls, bJl.t 
w.e thirik that be£.o:r·e1.o:n,gthe:need will be felt fQr an. . 

. . a-g.tJl:enti¢ exP9ri~c.e:Qft'heEx.ercis.es:i.n the fOrI!1ofa.r~~ 
tteat and .!'Iilsothro'\tghtheus.e afthe Exercises peda.gQg"y. 
in the gra'U.pmeetl.ng:;3' and in daily' 1iv:ip,g,andthat :this 

. will give 1l1ern:ti.~rs thesoli(i t o~tionthatthel.eade~sare 
lo.okihgfdr. ,~hiswoulc1 help the.members--.whilebeing car~ 
f'ul to use as a point of depa,rturetheirowIl. real n!3eds~,:," 
to attach themselve:sbetter. to the Person of Christ, to 
arrive at a greater :i:nter·ior freedom whioh will condit'ion 
an'd.fac·ilitat·etheir commitment to serve liberation, to 

·acquiiethat.s,o 	nec.essary sense .ofdiscernment, to find. in 
the process of the Exercises a dyn:am±c that aaexperience 
shows can direct' andsupport'tlle joint action taken. 

May we 'Pe all.ow.ed·, in Cl.osing,tQ tb,ankthis ,communi.,.. 
tyforha:ving -shared w;ith us that whicli constitutes its 
way of life. Its witness. is a chaHer;tge tOE;laCh OfUB and 
toeacb. o£ our comlnu:tl:~ties. A challenge to .greater unself... 
iahnessin'the gift o:tourselves for the liberati-onofa],.l 
mexi. A ohallen,ge to greaterun;i.ty so· tha.t,austained by' 
mU.tual. help, prayer. and: brotherly exchanges, botp..we 'and 
they ma;yfoll.ow the path vroereC:b:i:-ist aY;ai ts us. 
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THE "WHY" OF ECUlI'IENISM 

Its Theological Basis 

'. 
by Walter M. ABBOT~, s.j. 

It is tIie clearteachfug of' the S'criptures that God· 
the Father sent his· only begotten Son into the world so 
that, . being made man; .he might give new lifEi .and unity to 
the entire human race by his redeeming of it~ HEi commanded 
.his apostles t.o preach the Gospel message everywhere so 
that the 'human race might become the family of God, in 
which the fulness of the Law would be love. 

All who accept the Scriptures' are agreed on these 
points.. They might have their differences when they get· 
down to the details of what they mean by the redemptive 
aCt, and who precisely succe.eded the apostles, and what 
exactly is contained in the Law j but they all hold these 
points in common. As a result there is today a strong ten-. 
dency among ecumenists in favor· ofa common Christian wit.:. 
ness which can be united to that ·of many other religious 
people,especially Jews and Moslems~ This; in fact, was' one 
of the conclusions of the meeting of Ecumenical Commission 
representatives held by the Secretariat for Promoting Chri~ 
tian Unity in Rome, November 15-22, 1972 •. To explain their 
conClusion they started from the doctrine of creation, which . 
reminds us that we depend utterly' on God, . whO . called the 
wo:r;-ld and' mankind into existence .by freely sharing with 
thePl his own being. This self-giving o'f God, . whsreby the 
whole cosmos e~ists, .they ad\led, re?-~hes i tsabsolute sum
mit in Qhrist, the God-Man, the perfect and gratuitous co!!!. 
munication to the world of God's being, who in, his own life 
recogrlizedthe '8;bsolute dependence 'on GOd' wh}ch this, im
plies. This is why his Gospel isthl:'lmessageofthe Reign 
of God. Iri the Paschal Mystery we see that Christ is the 
fulfilment for each human person, 'inan.kind·as a ~hole, and 

'the entire created universe.He is the New Manand.theHead 
of the New Creation. He, the Word made flesh, God present 
in person among'men, expre.sses in an absolute way inan.'s de 
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pendence on God l • love of the neighbor, and the, new life 
which is'th~ objeot of Christian hope. (SJ?c:cr ,I:ilf'ormation 
Service, N°. 20, April,1973)." ' 

With such ,a viSion, and inspiration it is understand-, 
able that'many eoumen;ists today are more and'moredrawnti:> 
the study of the Unity ofma;nkirtdandtl}.econt:l-ibutiOn that 
Christian witness can mak~ to it.God's willforthll!:t.unity 
is 1!he 'bl3.sio font: of their acti:v;ity.They trnst that modern 
man Will come to ~ee thatnothin€; , is ,more relevant or im
portant for him, and will therefore accept the ~ew Cwist':'" 
centered life offeredt'o' him. 

Most ecumenists,nowever, are still worklng'With the 
more restricted derinition of eoumeniam, - the, one given, for 
example, in the opening words of the Vatican.II Decree on 

, Ecumenism, where ,the Council Fathars deolared that "promot 
ing the restoration of unity among all Ohristians" was one 
of the, chief concerns.pf the Council. If one asks the, "why" 
of tnat goal, object, end, one gets first the simple, basic 
answer:becallse JesuS christ deSireS it. Thus,in the Decree 
on Bcumenism one reads: "Today,in many parts of the'world, 
under the inspiring graoe of the Holy Spirit, -milltiple ef:
forts are being expended through prayer, word an!l action 
to attain that ,fullness ' of unity which Jesus Christ4e
sires" (N°.4). The best expression of Christ"s desire is 
given, 'all agree, in his prayer "for those who belj,evein 

, me" found in the Gospel ,of john (17:21,) :nthat they may 
all be one; even as ,thou, Father, art in me and I in thee; 

. that 'they also may be ,in us, so that the world may believe 
that thou hast sent- me" (RSV, 1973). The desire ,of Chrj,st 
is suoh a big piece of the "why"·of ecumenism ,that the COUll 

(Jil Fathers' can immediately add a sweeping conclusion7" 
"This 'sacred Synod" therefore, exllo:r:-ts all the Catholic, 
faithful to recognize the signs of the times and t,o partic 
ipate skillfully in the work of' ecumenisinll (N°.4). . '

'That the OQuncil 'Fathers meant' II all Ii quite literally 
is made quite explicit: "Concern for restoring unity, per
tains to the whole Church, faithful and clergy alike. It 
extends to everyone, according to the potential of eacb, 
whether it be exercized in daily Christian living, or 'iIi' 
theoiogicaland.historic,al studies" (No.!;) •. Why? .Not only' 
bec.ause Chris:t desirel;l it but, al~o because he made us his 
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t?:r1GtheJtS i evenmell1bers, ofhimself,,!Ptrbughbaptism we 
G}ome adopt~d " . of· God al1d.protherB of 'ClJrist', to/whom 

,VIe are organically ,united. Thus everyone of us sha.resin 
hiS~Id;~stly ~ ;prophetic and"ro~al re'sponsibilit1es • 'Young 
people too, even childrE;m? Yes.But ,are'htthere many older 
people who fail to understand how they canh;!l.ve any 'role' 
in all thiS? Yes, nevertheless wern-Ust ±nsJ,sttha,tevery
body-Illan,. woman, child-"::'hassome rol.ein: the. fulfilling; 
of Christ's desires. It follows from eve:rytJ:iiQ,g the Scrip"': 
turestell u.saboutbaptiSin and. about the risen Christ"s 
gift of the Spirit to those whohJ;l.vebeliElved and have 
baptized. 

S0rtlething else follows from those very same things the:;" 
Scriptures tell us, ' namely that aJ.,!who ;believei in Cwisj;:' ., 
and have been trUly baptizeda.;r-e;in:t'eal c'0~ionwith the' 
,Catholic Church even though this 'cotnniunion i~per:fect ; 
they are members of Christ's .body-and havea,!ji-ght.,to be' 
rec'ogniz,edasbrothers by ifhe ,children 6f 'th~cath'()lic 
Church; we can 'a~ktlowledge ·th&.t tne HOlySpir.;it .... i'8 at work .• 
among them and ~estheir chUrchesaSlileansof~salva;t:ion. 

-All ,th:j.sis the explicit teachmg o£ t~~Se"O~ndVat.~:can 
CoUncil (,Decreeon EOUllle~im" 'FrO.,3}•.• itieix:pili~"'wh:v>-the 
Council Fathers decreeqthat we shquld:maJW"av~e:f:fort'· 
to el~inate words, judgment:;! and ac¥ionsw1deli~o. not re:.... 
spondt.othe condit:l.on of o~·lSe:pa:rat.ed bre'i1wenW±th truth 
and, fairness, why we sha:u,J.:d engage in dia[ogg:eWiththem, 
why we should cooperat1e w:i:th them in Wha.teverprojects a 
(ihr±stian consci:ence demands for' the c'ommQn good;. why we 
shOUld' come together for common prayer, Why we shou:ldUl1de~ 

" take with vigor the task ''Cyf renewal and reform.. When all 
do wha:t',they should doaOou1;all thesethil:'l,gs., the Council 
Fathers. declared; lithe re$ult wUl betl1at, ; l.i't'tle by 
li-title faS' the, oDstacles tOllerfect> eeeles::L'astioa1 coIlilnlm:lon ' 
a.reovercome, all Chrisi'fans'w:i;ll be gathe~e;dt "in'" aC,:OlllmGl'l: 

, cel.ebrationofthe 'Eu.cha:tist, int'ot}la;t;unity; ,oftha,one 
andonlyChuxchwhic:li~istbestowed; 011, his Chmh from 
the begi:.tnlingU (N° .4). " 

, It can besa:!"d that in the Decree ott ECcimenism the 
CoUnCil Fathers were ,:intent" on. tnaldngth\:l:'mos:tfavora:ble 
poss:ible analYS'i~ of' thesepa!'a:t:edb~'thren;,a1'¥(l that" Church 
authot'ity has continued, this apprOach,in.tne ,lcttnreni.,Qal 
Directory and other documents,ofimplemen-ta-tcton·f'o:llowing 
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VaticanII~ Thus,among other tb,ings,as a result, the noil
Catholicpartn~rin a mi:x;ed marriage no longer is asked ,to 

. sign 'or even to make any promises about the bringingup~ of 
the children, and the .Catholic partner is required to prom 
ise, only that he ".willdoeverythingpoasihle ll to seetIiat 
the children are baptized and brought up in the Catholic 
Church (Motu Proprio,IVlatrimohla mixta, ~1arch 31, 1970):' 

.. The Decree on Ecumenism stated that II change "f,het::trt 
and holiness of life, along with public and priv~te'prayer 
for the unity of Christiansjshould be regarded as thesolu 
of the whole ecumenical movemer\;1;'i (N0.8), that all Chris
tians snould unite in professing "their faith in God, one 
and three, in the incamate Son of (kid, our Redeem~. ane. 
Lord. • ~ and with mutual respect let them bear Witness'. to 
our common hope, which does not play us fal.se" (N.o.12)":Il:!. 
subsequent reflections and suggestions on the subject'>'of 
ecumenical dialogu;e the Secretariat for Promoting Chris'tian. 
pnityexplained.that through dialogu;e Christians must lea.rn 
to give common. witness to the mission which Jesus Christ 
confided to h,is Ch'urch, and "since the world ,poses the st:;l,l)le 
question to all the Churches and ecclesial Conimunities,t,he 
latter,.listening to the questions together and understand 
ing them through dialogue, and being attentive toth,e Holy 
Spirit, wi~l seek to.gather. the' response that' the Lord ex
pects of' them in order to serva the world" especially in 
those places where the Go.spel has not been preached" '(sl>CU 
Information Service, N° .12, Dec., 1970,. page 6). The Joint 
Working GrO'UPbetw~en the Roman Catholic Church and the 
World Coun.cil of Churches, at about the same time, recom
mended to i tspare:p,t b,odies a study document . entitled !ICO!!, 
mon Witne'ss and PrQselytism" wbichnotonly clarified those 
two terms but also proposed a number of 'Practical conc,lu
sions,including this one.: "M:tssionary, acti9n shoulp. be ca.!: 
ried out in an ecumenical spirit which takes into consider 
ation the priority' of th'e announcement of the Gospelto. 
non-Gh:l:'ifiitians.The miesionary effort of one -Churoh in an / 
'area-or milieu where another Church is ,already at work \ie-
pende Qnan honest answer' to' the . question:' what is the 
quality 0 fthe Christianmessa,ge proclaimed by the Church 
alreadya.t work, and in what spirit is it being proclaimed 
.and lived? Here frank discussion between the Churches con
cerned would be highly desirable, in order to have a clear 
understanding of each other' smissionary and ecumenical 
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· conv:ictions., aridw:Lth the hopet1J.at it would help todeter 
mine the possibilities of cooperation, ofcollll1lo:n witness~ 
Of fraterJ:'la~assistance, or of complete withdrawaP (SPCU 
In:formationService, .N°. 14, April,l971,page 22).· The' 
meeting' of . EOUmenical Commission representatives alrea,dy 
mentioned reached tll.i~Conclusion:llperhaps also might. 

· be possible to have a common cateCh,es:Ls this field, 
though it would be ;necessary to prec.eed very carefuliYin 
such a project" (SPCU Information Service, NO. 20, April . 
1973 ,lJage19) • ' 

Yes,even to those lenghts,corfCEdvably, emllllenism 
go on the t:t).eolOgical premis.es now ~ndorsed by ..theSec.on 
Vatican Council. ,.' The S~creta.riat for , :Promotint$Christiari~1f:';f' 

. Unity is at work s.tu9.Ying the proposals and intEl:nds to pro~~;r' 
ducesomething helpful as soon as possible_Whatever iifj;;/ 
decides ,however far it goes in the directions recommended, .' 
we not gO back to the one-sided -stress on the Roman 
Catholic Church as a perfect society which prevailed for 
so long, with the implication that outside Of it there. was; 
bnlY':non-Church. " We will keep focus· on the one holy . 
God Whom we worship and from whom We have received all that. 

· we have,on Christ's prayer that the world may believe that 
the Father sent him, on the'Spirit's'activity everywhere 
showitig t:t).ereis indeed a God who loves the world and ,'VilIs 
to share his life of holiness with it. As the. restoration. 
of unityamel1g Christians proceeds, as it surely will, per 
haps more of us will be able to embrace the broader concept 
ofecumenism. that is in the making, the one looking to the 
unrty of mankind in' Christ. 

Next issue.: 

The "Hawn . of Ecumenistil 

Father WalterA:SEOTT :is director of the Section for a Com..,. 

monEihle at the Secretariatio!" Pl'oinQting Christian: Unity, 

in Rome. 
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THE CONTEMPLATION OF THE INCARNATION IN THE EXERCISES 

by D. MOLLAT, S}j" 

The contemplatiol"). of the mystery of the Incarnation 
holds in the Exercises a place of the first rank. The re~
treatant has just heard. ·the call of the Kingdom. Dr~yenby 
the de,sire to ,prove his IIgreate:r love" and, to IIdistinguish 
himself in every service", he offers himself to the "Eter
nal Lord of all things 'l • He commits himself to "imitate" Him 
up to, total poverty, both in desire and 'in f,act,if sttch is 
His, most holy will., ,The contemplation of the Incarnation 
'OIJens the series of "mysteries I! ,which are going to show 
b:im ooncretely on what path he has entered. He has decided 
to place his footprints in the footprints-of.h:i,s Lord:rTow 
he ciu'st gettolQ.'low route, by which his Lord.has passe.d~· 
The rD.carnation - is the first si;epof the itine:rary: In li' 
senee, it contains already thewhble journey. -. 

One word indicates the goal and ,the, spirit 
templ~tion, as 'st. Ignatiuscor1c·eivedit" l:am'to seek il'l , 
it lithe, intilJl?teknowledgeofOurLord, • ..,ho has'. become, man 
for'me".In'itssober way, this "form'S" orients and qual
Hies the whole reflection. rti s ch.argedwfth ,lov:e, and 
thanksgiving. One finds this again the c.ontemplationon 
the Nativity., The retreatant there considers "the extreme 
poverty" of the birth of the Saviour and, beyond that, 
thinking o:£: all, thesUffer:i;ngs which he ,will endure in or
der finally "to die'an the, cross II , he Says to himself: IIAnd 
all that for me! II In the third week, contemplating the 
Passion of Christ, he will say the s;ame: II It is. for my 
sins that He sUffers all this! II The, life of Christ has 
been but one single'gesture of 10ve.A gesture 'Of' lov:e that 
concerns me; that looks to me; that challenges roo person
ally. 'And that, from the first instant,: uThs Lord became 
man for me!" He, loves me. He lovesallmeri. It is to the 
discovery of this love 'that. following Saint pau.l and 
Saint .!ohn CGa12:Z0;Jn13:1), Sa±tl:tIgnati1!U3 'brings th.e 
1:'etreatani;in i;h.e -eontemple-t ion ~ft~e"!:Rearil.a't~:tG\l)f~ 

'This is' not just, any event in the course of human 
history. It is an "unsearchable mysi;ery" (Rom 11:33; 16: 
25-27), which is only known to us by, the revelation of it 
God has made to us 1 and cannot be recognized except in 
fai tho This is why Saint Ignatius ;asks the retreatant to 



byprayerf he rteeds to $;sk for light 
spfritual :understanding•. And since· event is 'a 

gesture ofloye, which as such cannot really.be knovm ex
cept from the inside, what I ask is "the intill'1ate know:

'. of -the Lord" Himself. :t seek to knoW-Him, startin\g 
the unheard-of step love hastakeh. IlThus",writes 
PaUl, "you will, with all the saints , have the 

strength to grasp the Breadth and the Length, the Height 
and the Depth, to know the love of Christ, vhich surpasses 
all knowledge, and to be filled with all the fullness of 
God". (Eph 3:18-19). 

The love of· the Lord shows in the 'Incarnation its ab..., 
solute grt;l.tuity. The Ignatian contemplation stresses this 
forcefully. The retreatant is invited to reflect on the 
state of the humanity in which th~ Lord is going to incar

'nate Himself, on what men are, what they say, what 'they 
do: IIhow they strike, how they kill, how they go down to 
hell". A:worldof violence and of' coveiousness, .closed 
and hard" without unity because without love; a lost race, 
doomed to death. The picture may seem oversimplified.Still 
it agrees \'rith what Saint Paul writes in his Letter to the 
Romans: '''Christ died for the wicked••• The proof that God 
loves us is that Christ. died for us while we were still 
sinners" (5: 6-8). This does not mean to say that there is 
nothing good or lovable in the heart. of men. But precisely 
that in them which is good and lovable, that is what the 
love of God has put there. Without this love, \vhich is at 
work 'secretly, humanity, delivered over to its demons, is 
a hell. But, this humanity, God'has loved; withoutany 
other reason than His love itself. And He decided to save 
it. Saint Ignatius would like the retreatant to hear re
sound in his heart the words that ,in . the ineffable mys
teryof their unity these three I)ivine Persons prono:unce 
from all eternity: "Let us save the human racelll 

Love 'shows itself again i:nthell'1eans chos~by God,to 
bring about salvat10n;thaIp,oa.:r:natio:h. God will not save 
men from outside. Hawill ,Put Himl;>eJ;f On their level. He 
will becoll'1e one of theni,~He "will dwell among usn (In 1:14) • 
By the Incarnation, the Word who ·created all things, the 
Son 'of' God, makes his own the condition of men., with its 
weaKness and its destiny 01' death. He <take'S on Rims.eLf, 
everythingexce:r>t sin. He commits Himself' to the history 
that is Unfolding·. l'ChriElt t Ii writesHalls Ul"svonBalthasar, 
is "the t:9ll'1mitment of God" to 1).ilt1fa.niity. Total commitment., 
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w::icii110uttz1.cl!ery, w:t:l111otrt reserve and witb.out ret't1r,n;' 
,n.1esus·cprist is the same·; , ,ye$terday, today, and forever!' 
(:.aeb Ijr&). 

, Still more. :rnbecoming,ine~rna·te, God takes the path 
of servil}e. He comes lito serve and 1;,0 give His life as a 
ransom ;for many" (MarklO:45). He does not force Himself.He 
wishes to' be, welcomed, believed,' loved.,freely; He win on ' 
Iy sav:e' a ,humanity that ,consents and, cooperates. Without 
this adhesion, :j.t w,oJild not reaily be saved. 'And this is 
why :silence surrOunds the entry of ,God into humanity. This 

, 	sl.lence'e:x:presses the respect the Lord ,has for His creat
ure and the 'delicacy of HiS 'love.A resounding strokew~)U1d 
have made us bend our knees before Him. Tl1ehumilitypf 
this approach purifies our ,idea. of God and opens to, Him' 
our hearts. 

NoW, it is in Mary that is found and is concentx:ated 
all the perfection ,of' thiaconsent of humanity. She says , 
yes to the divines1;ep, to the divine qffer•. She welcomes 
f,orus the Saviour. The C,ouncil cQ1nmentedon the scebeof ,,' 
the :Inca.rnation in this way: liThe Fatp;er. of mercie,s willed 
that the, consent of the preiiestined mother should precede 
the Inca~tion, 'so'that, just as a woman contributed to 
.death, "so also awomanSho'Q.ld contribute to ',life ••• It 'The 
C!ouncil specifies what the '''yes'' of the Virgin really' 
l1leant{lI~y thus consenting to the divine utterance" Mary, 
a daughter of Ada,m, became the mother of ,Jesus. Etnbracing, 

,God'ssavil);gwill. with a full heart and impeded by rio sin, 
she devoted 'herself totally as a handmaid of t1:;l.e'Lord :to 
the person' and work of ,her Son. In subondination to Him' 
aild along with Him, by the, grace of al:tnighty God she, 
se,rvedthe mystery of redemptionII (1). It has been .rE;,,
marked, with reason,' 'that according to the, text of the, 
Council,' the consent of Mary "does not envisage only the, 

,fact of the divine, maternity, but expresses, a total, ana., 
activea\lllesion of the : .sf;l'rvant of the, Lor'd to the whole 
mystery of'salvatio.n,to.the whOle work of her Son. H' She 
aeceptshel;'OWl'lmisiSion in the esta:bl;ishmentof this king
dom" the 'newhu,man.:i;ty, the new Israel; 'that the descendant 

. of David ,is to. bringintobei'ng~ •• Ii J2:}. 

In the CQllrseo'f tl1eEX:erc'ises, the attit'Lide of Mary' 
shorudthen,. inth~sceneo:tthe Annunciation, hold the ai' 
tenticlfiof'the·retl:eatant at great len.gth.Id~ry shbws hill1, 
in. 'reality, SiS llas been said" "what the ;offerin~ in t:p;e 
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.... . .,. the plan: "God, 
l1erwhole.being and her whole future. She 
the hands of her IILoratl • Without ma1):ing a special 
it. , 'As of an offering that goes without saying... 

of a dialogue in which she has alway.s 
had greetedhe,r as "filled·· with grace~1 

She 	only sees herself as "the handmaid" at 
al of her "lordII(Luke 1: 38) • 	 . 

is alway,s a very serious and very morent 
when a, h'Llman being recognizes and acce]Jts vocat.ion:.. 
Going out of himsel·f in someway ,and 	 the Yoice 
that ur.ges him pressingly irt his most conscience, 
he says yes and gives himself over to God, casts himself on 

This Hyes" never has to do just with him. Others and 
their. destiny ar.e ahvays linked to . hisacpeptance.. In the 
case of lilaryit is the salvation of the entire :p.uman family 
that is involved.• The coming of' Kingdom of God to this 
'earth is found linked to what she will s~Y. 

It is the grandeur and the power the Ignatian ExeE. 
cises that they situate man at this ofresponsibil 
ity. The retrea"ilant is searching in for his d.ivine vo 
cation. This is presented tohimunique.and irrepla 
ceable role that, the Lord calls u;p!,n to, play in the 
work (j·f the salvation of humanity. of his sins by 
the exercises of the first week, open and, a tGod' s 
disposal, he has given himself by offlFring of the ){i~ 
dOll. The contemplation of Incarnation pOints out to 
him what it is to which he has committed himself: he must 
follow his Lord in His 'strange adventure of love. He -' 
should not only accept it, but enter completely into the 
game, and. merit, as Mary did, the beatitude of welcome 
and of collaboration without in the work of God : 
"Happy is she who has believed that t.he pronuse made her 
by the Lora. woul,a be " (Lultel:45 ) • 

(1) 	Do~tic 'Constitution .on.the ChUl:'ch(Lumen GentiUm). 
chapter' 8, riQ 56. . 

(2) 	 IlIvlary and S¢rip-l;ur.eChapter i,/';II!", in :J?t;tlletinof , 
the French Society f ot'Ma:rianSt;udies,' byR~ Le Deaut, 
1965, p.• 66. 

(3) 	TheEXerQis€sWithMautheMeMatrix, by F •. Oharmot. 

is Professor of New Testament Scripture 
Gr~gorian in Rome. 



" Every day we ask of our Father tQ give us the bread 
of the "Holy Spirit, . and tbde1iver us fromEVil~ ~h:i.s 
evil, like an intJ:,qder, hind~.rs us. . The good Spirit, . He, 
waits for.us to invite Him. He respec.ts too rm;tchourfree
dom to impose Himself, but oom$sprompt1y at the,fa.intest 
call. Still it is foolish to imaginetM:1;; He can enter if· 
"the other" oce1ipies the place with Jiisusua1 hubbub. And 
the Evil One is'the more pleased when •.•• , " . 

- I do nothing to reduce,use1ess fatigue thai,; changes bit 
by bit myattentlon to others and my taste forthe LOI'd • 
.Sleep .that is too short, food that is too heavy;. 

- I iet my thotlghts, on rising, ramble here and there al;ld 
settle on ."false reasons" that prevent me from .gOing 
forward;' 

- I throw myse;Lfinto~ll that which'.stirs 1.lpmy elilotions: 
.hot· po1itioa.1 topics, . tOo lengthy d±scllss.ions in meet' 
ings, that ea.t lip the time of pr!'lyer,' of listening and 
of' eve.1uation; 

...; 	 I allow certain resentments to surface; without at once 
OPPO!;ling to them the love of the Lord; or Ido not avoid 
those who-.,..lilre myself at certain tillies,...-are more filled 
"with negative ~riticism than with positi:\1'esuggest;ions .; 

- :f do not stick to :the'pl';'iorities or the d~:r, . 

way t0my ease and convenience; 


- I spend tiJIle on plans that are still in germ, determining 
bylliyse1f the path 6f the Holy SP.irit. 

I 	need not .go. on: these al';'e for me the major Qostac.les 
. to a spiritual life.•. The worst thing would be to .accept 

them with the blase attitude of. uonewhohas caught the . 
sickness of the modern w:or1d", and tore.sign oneself to a 
rhythm'. so-accelerated that one no longer has' time to -li:\1'e 
nor.t<> maintainre:;tations with God. 

23 

http:respec.ts
http:hind~.rs


The. Lqrd"CGtn€SWAel:l~ .go::l.ner,QveralJ-'oftha,.ct, serfu:busly.· 
andsim;plyin .dJ;:a10§ll~';witb..a;·sP;t:t:i~:u.aJ:.'~ide;;\:I adml~be:-, 
f ore ' (}od ...and'my; prothej;!,S't¥:;t; .1.:3,I1Ei$.;.s,tnneW;•••. '.Wille .:to;r;d'Te 
mains if·' I .stayailleri7,'~:v±il;g'fo~o:aga.'~tttlte~~al,C!?;ti.S~~ 
of', .my ..trOli1&J-e'S ..• by'•. 'g;oingba'eik:G'Wexct'he\ 'who~~' el'):~ilJ.9:t. my 
thou.ghts, . whioh in;vOl.Y(;'d~~~~,ti;l;ai·air('tever .... ,.c1::ta~g. 
So, . IloQkon . as.i.1,'lidj;s,;pensa;bJ.~;j., ceve~",i;J;:.i%;i~'nQtal7" 
ways .ElasY$;fteJ;' ·a.harasaing;dSiY•.•,'.. ,t'O~a'kiea;;.··da;Wly'evajJ.;ua"" 
tion•. Sa.fni; J:gnatiu~, ~se:¢irQ.saythat.if ~a.c,otrldnot 
make . both1!l,edita,.t;tcnatidaw,e~ndn~ti(>no3r;c~l'll3:cj.en-ce; .he 

, J?refe~red:thee;}(ame!l: tQ the'tne4:t'.t~t±qn.mheno~awill, 1'e"'" ' 
main ,then'. if".at ihesctiI'qkeo£ n~Ott,tr.ty:·e:te;t~·'a·'· bi;\;.· 
tmvardthi·s .uni'luemee:tdjrgwit;h1f$:m'--~p;" '. ·ve~yofta!l.f "I 
haye locked out a;s :i f ·Hewe~e\a·th.itef. ..~l;l:e;IIley thing.1''Or' 
me is t,o hayea:tasiiefc}r.1tliisnigl;1text;l;lnett,,9lt:b,ac.t i$;wb;a.i1 

. will,.. firsce, ofall,ma~e/&~*i!~t;.w;i;ll-t$~:P~P~:': 4P;a.'I;ha;j{ 
'is what w:Ul, next" aV9;j.dmymalti~itaps~phQllrog:i¢a.l in-· 
vesUgatJon,' for what win >-bMnstirme' '1;'0 ...... it i:s. t1:t& 
joy that comesfromiihe' desi:tt,e fO;t!'Godand S'aaateEs ,a:i;,my 

.·inf'ide1.i-uieS.... 

The time ~V;ing.ar:t'iVe:d.~ '. I·i*t'S'S:i,n."re~eyt my:d'acy~ 
otten i:t ··has.Men~ed .;;t'littJ:ell.P~id'e· ..a.O_by.Q;t;nelt'$ 
and by Ill;YSE;lf. . Mr I ha~e a,. hQ~orofmon:~~li~t1;tt M~ 
that iChange anaej;'i"\hi.tiY jj,.·oril;ert'O do .,~:H)m~!t~~:~gelse., 

. something.veryimpo.riantto>bestwt:l, . 'but Wfu,th~;t1trelatdon: 
to"what .the Lord.want:a"tha4, I ·d.o-ai; '. that . Pll'ec j;$ie•. rl1G.nt •..·I 
hav~becomemoreawa;17:ethat·tni:sis .inff3;ct~t;tit.)lg '.' the 
do'or -on: . the 'Holy SPidt.,a.trO:t~at:f':orme··.is~a;7"~:t· d~-a;o,*" 
dieno.etorealitW.· ,.·IDhedeCi'$ive·.;relJfedY jrS;.i;.o;jfores.ee,·the 
nigntbefore what wil1beo;~cu;t'r~g::t9~l;ll.;b'~l;'.:i:~:te·. Sil'ld . 

. . sense .in advance-withtbe'L'6Td .e~h:.i}i±'ua1f;1t0n; 'itih~iriswa:it 
rng f: OT me, .80, ·'~.s'. tof'ina'a,t~:lYein,!,:n~i:j$Qught; t~¢o:7 
thall'ka .to-the' e;va:luati?l<l· oi",lllY'Past! ~pj!t3l1i.en;C'e...;, . 

·An~~:ple•.., '. I.:,I-±~€r.:o,'Ver·1;h.J:aa'e)'a'01:tf3t~~~>Qn: ..tiiat't 
took: .PEj;lif.'. in'.. tOd~~1an~;wh~¢nr(pr();v"o~ed.~',me~'i~!fd:ngi~llit'e 
n6~1",,~mico~t;eO~]fe.a:tl~eme;tl;t'~ •.....I;a'm.gla~ :1: :di'IjI·,n.,6:t· '. 
give,. way ..... to . 1rhehevdi;,inst~~'Q$''filj;ii:eJ.~ll:a'i:tJ::.~tl!~h •.. of .. '~Si; .., 

, . BUt •.1 .. (iifl.,not.m~ag~'.t~ .li;i.a;lio~:e;w~tb.;~'~j:~~r(;'Wlo··•.•~ 

'he1.Cpinm,Unist,Sbl.tia;l~st,,'is;'b07",~O~':Iir~~.f/f~e:i,li~, 

. Chilean,? Whf:!.t 'wa$ .heloo~j;n:g;,:~i;)~~'.Wli~t~d:'t:C;e.;,:~6i'itex:p$'et 
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from oUr bE!Jing.'in c'rintact'\vith each other? I left without 
knowing. Scruples~ ,you would say! God doesn't ask that 
mucn in such a situation! Still, we are continually in
volvedinliberationmovemen:f;s, in collective act;ionsfor 
justice. How are we to. be truly present there" able todi'S 
cern w118.tin these disturbances is from the Spirit, ,capa=
ble of helping others in these situations to see clearl.y, 
as ,free and responsible men? To turn these, things over be
fore God will help me' to live better a: similar event next 
time'.At thenE;!xt demonstration I will find,. myself a little 
less in the 'role, of a specta;tor,' a little more in,anef
;f.ec'ilive and a.ffective spirit of solidarity. 

TOW!lrl;ls a NewDal 

, There are also the small events that are significant 
--sucn a's meeting an iinm:igrant. I know the situation of, 
these workers ,of' whorilmany sleep packed t,ogather like sar. 
dines. As I remember this m$, my' mind runs on to the bill' 
at a businesslttncheon, the picture of an unused hou.se,artd 
again of ,property acquired by inheritance, ac,cepted with"": 
out much questi9n. The word IIsharingn appears to me in a:" 
new light. ' I lingered over this because it seemed to me 
that it" Was ,something serious. How did I stand in my 
Sharing, especially the sharing of my power? , Some of: my 
responsd,.bilitiel6remain a private preserve. And as I could 
not respond alone withoutmakil'lg a, mistake, I began ·to 
think: thatthissituation needed to be clarified without 
too ~ch \'lelay,' 'together in community with my Christian 
fril.ilnds, in, the light of the guidelines of ,thE;! universal 
Ch'\lI'ch,. I do not see what 'the Lord thinks in this because 

, with regard to this affair I do not have the vieWlJoint of 
the, Lord. I have the feeling all of a sudden that the Lord 
:lsfar off, that perhaps I am slipping into scruples, and' 
I realize that my Eucharistic iife has been-less resu+ar, 
less intense; it is notsurpr'ising that I not mpre spo!.!:, 
taneously moved by the Spirit. 

A good many annoyances are an occasion for me to place' 
UlYself in the hands of God.' When I remain there; I Solve 
them with lightning speed and f.~nd, peace again. When I ,.if!....: 
steJ9.d I, l(3ave,·His hand, they become disturbances that grow 

, to encrnnoUs. :p~9Portions, until-awake now--! grin at las.t 
a:r:).d: r~.c:{)gn~2:!il' ihatllthe otherll has fooled me once more. 

- 2'5 
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reeai;ll. tlleJA tnte tb$eeq6ndit:l;on~ ..W~ta6ut·Vih:t¢tL:I cannot 
_),;ivetb.i:ngsa.nd~'el1$.e -thing~_ ,with theLQ~anii.gis.OhUrch: 
anatfect:tye ~ifewho9,e eq~iJilori~· is.:sf4;JlJ;l;],ii'O, this .. in
t~riorsense"; avi~:l;~tatientiOll~o a~to:t'~rese;e., s~e,· 
andl,'lifter'\l'la.rds -See retrospeqij; Glod i~ea;cll:l:·e;v:'ent, sE!e 
too what :i;s an obstacle tOHim;an:d finall0'f,afS9B;l'i'd' over 
mysel1ses, a cE!':ttatn 'labst:tnence",v4t;Ja:ontwhi:eh there is 
neither enlightened v:i,gilanQ~ nol' the, :PQ~Si1ii:lit.Y of tas.t
ing: Itl1ings interiorly. 

MA:ROH 25 	 FEAST OF. THE ANNUNXH:A.'rl'Q1'r 
WORLD OIiRlSTIANT;IFE crOlvl:M.UNlTY DAY' 

PrOJilosed theme, which canins:pj;reoUl'~ovtstb:r(;)llligh
out the year :-

tlBJllRATIO.N .OF .SELF .ANTI} OF' 'OTf.]:i!:Rs: 
ASWEP 'l'~ARnS ItEQ:0NCILIA~'J()N:. 

What dO.es it mean then for CWs~;t·oli,,"ethe HQly 'Y:e.ar, 
keeping inmind-the generalorientatio;nso:.f'AUI.?;iS'burg'731 

- Recollcilia.tion. with God 
[How d.Q the ~ercis'ef1' 1ead! US' -tQ~ra tn;is 13 

- Re-concil3.ation in. theCJi~i:lh 
[How work. ati'urtheritlgreconcil:iation:lrlthin 
the OhurclJ;. (in my parish,' in theliro-v.ement to 
wh~ch I be:1ong,,:ill my relations With cat~olias , 
botl;l priests and ··layp~ople... ?l 
How: situa.'teo1;lreourrrenicalef'·f'ons SO as to 
pro-motetherestora:viono-f-UJ:l;ity .am¢Ilg .aU 
Christia,ns?]· . ' 

- :ReooJ;lciTia;t:ion witl1al:1" nien 
[How doesthiaprepa~.:tlsll"'t',o be; at the· ·~er:v;:t.ce 
of.the libemt±on of· 'al1mel'.l:"?] 

National leaderS.wil1fihd inl'R'0JlJC'.l!SN:o .. -9.. (J8lrlua;:ry 
15, 1974-).· suggestions tOhel:ptMm.caill~P:lltthis·da;r .' 
and to. )ll8,ke ii;.sth'eme the:fq-c1lsdi1,sffott'S by OW. 
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~c~t~c~~~~~~~~~~~~~t=n~e~.. ~.~W~O~R~L~D •••••••••••••••••••• 

A]'RICA' 

$out1+ Africa: For :i..ts sp$cial CLGcotlrse for adults 'and 
priests, . held, "JanuElJ':Ty 14 ... 17, the KOINONIAc e.:riterused 
uw;tth.g:reGLte;ffectivenesl;3.u1500;f the introductory folders' 
:'j;ocLt ·'ava:liab].e!.at the World ..$E!cretariatalld'ent:ltled. 
Forthetif'e Of the World ..... . Thanew assembly mIl at 
·thenationaleen.terin J onannesbUrg:; dedicatad Eebruaf;:y- .11, 
accOm!nodliliteJ3400Jile,op:L~ ·.a,n·dWUI. be.~bj;ghelP for them!'i.... ·'. 
ny .fO:r.:'JllatiolJ, pr,o~rilS :si;}a.ge~ thel'e~ , 

'imOllE 
Engl-and:,CONTAC!.e "74,& 'deli~ration' on the' q,uestion; 
"S.,b:ould OLM·.wo·rk for T:i.:bElI'ation. ati'd:d,.ay:.eIQpment by. s.bari~ 
what it has.witltQt~Elrsin:theCh~dh?il" ~., v;asa.res9Ulldirig 
success • To 'quote one. of· the :Ee$idetswho took part, Con":' 
tact ~74 resulted .ill ..' . . '. ' . . .' 

,-' aclearer'idea(jf .what, the; Church .inEnglandneeds; 
-,8,' deeper. :v.nders~aitd:i:n:go:f 'whaj;,C'LM has to share, and 

'.soTt;!sO'lut1ons .tQ, put'more .energy intoC·LM formatiOn 
and. promotionr . . .... .' . 

.agreate'r ability' to co~icate,to'others Wl1at CLM 
..andWhat it ·o:f'fers·u~ " 

• . I'_ .' . 

HQ1JAn<l.: Theweelcenuof'i:fitToduction' tOCLC(~ee Progress,
.io, Nov. 1973~p.. 24'- tookp:~ceJahuar.v 5....6 ;at Maar:seen. 
Ten lay people atid'te.n JeSUits took pa.:r't.. Fa1;herpa,ulu.sE;l:en 
gave '..aniI;!.t:r;'oductiQIl.OX1'CLC,and;~Fathe~ van· BrElemen ·•.. o:q.i;J;1e 
EXercises,,' ~tl:.tlleii 1Je$l~ct~on,_~haredprayer;, .·evaluati'on 
and Eucharistic c.-eleb;ration;l;1,pave<i'theway ;for'ftti1iherde
velopment-. Tlietea.Dlof20 Wii.l1continueto c(forCiinate.and 
preparemeet:i:ngS:a.nd:':ax:'E!r~iSe;h' . 

LATIN AJiIERICA, 

Argentina: starting in late September,., and· -continuing 
Sunday afternoon till mid-Decambel':'; national leaders have 
conducted a f'ormli1ti,on course 'ba.sed . on' 'the Rome one, bqt 
withsome aqaptations, in Buen-o.$Aires. S.ixteen GLC leaders, 
halfofthem.universiiy studen:tsand the rest adults" took 
part; Working for the most· part in tw.o welJ.mi.Xedgroq:ps •• 
The reports adds: "DUring the summer we w:i.ll'havethe Spir 
i tilal .Ex:ercises. In. March we will repeat the course for' new 
groups~U 
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f'liexic-o:A recent note ,though short, rilaJces Clear th;a.t the 
federation is at work on a follow.,..up to AugsbUrgandRome: 

."Wearep;Lanning formation courseI':! like tllat,of" Rome. ,For 
this we need 1llaterial. We wOllld appreciate y(1).it' .send1:ngus 
what you have that you judge suitable. By airmail, if you 
can. '.1 

NORTH AIV[EB.ICA 

Canada: In the l;Lne of Augs1)urg '73, Leunis Centerar..... 
ranged an exchange between adults and youtJi.on the topic, 
'H)oyou feel that your :t:al;llily lHe, ~whether :;is parents or 
children, is favorable . to your personal, liberationand.
:that of your children (or parents )?". 

United 'States: From a 'letter of Archbi$,.hop H~lderCam9.ra: . 
(Brazil) to Betty Leone, Mel;lloer of the World Federation 
Cofumis~i9n on'Liberation: uIn a moment of great difficulty
aiidseeing So nll.:wh despair around me," it certainly was s:
sign of God,' an encoi;(ragement,toread 1;heim~ssageof'the 
Tr.S. delegatiqn to .the World Assembly of Christian Life' 
C6lI1llIU!'...ities ,meeting at Augsburg,as' well as the nev(s of the 
Seminar.. It all sho~s that in truth we can hope against all, 
hope .. " - Recife, January'22, 1974... 

India.: A shori; live-in formation' course for the. entireNa 
tional, Executive Council 'plus some other leaders was held> 
in connection with.the January Executive meeting inCa:lcut 
ta •••• Two "group encounters" for young working . people 

. BOl;llbay in January, aim,ed especially atgromh'. inseJ.f:'" 
_awar:~l:!e13s_and,in a ,collllllllility' Sense tattracted abou~25 
youth for each ,session. This ,goal was muchfUJ::'thereq; by the 
atmos~here of pI'8.yer,reflect;i.on and quiet, . to wp.i¢h th¢ 
EuCharist. each day "came as 'a wonderfulclimax". 

Indonesia: 'Since Ulstsunnner,IndonesiandeMgates t~AugS 
burg havebeenbusycomrmm1cating to ;LQ'Cal· groups what 
tlieyrec eived .:1.'4 Au.gsbUI'g and Rome • The'yha'V'e cont~cted 
OLe units in Djakarta,Bandung,Selllarang, suraoaja. andSo~ . 
10. A new groupha13 begun Kediri..Anew CLCnewSsheet,· 
INSPIRASI, keeps everyone informed and furnishes,a.$you 
guess from the title,. inspiration. 
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