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~ourselves .

"a'b 'the Augsburg Assembiy, rlnAvr

* to- understand better the au'then'tlc voca‘h:.on of o
=CEC, through rereadnig what Father A_rmpe sa:r_d.
abou‘bk rt

* %o star'h'from events, in this case the ‘event
-of the 25th annlveraary ‘of the Declaratlon of
e ngh'ts of len, . so-as to grasp its 4 po
tance in the slow’ advance of humanrby ‘

o

~to come to a true understanding and deepening
of - ecumenism, so that we may be’ becgme capable

~ of uniting our efforts with' these of the whole

, Churc‘:h L -

To prepare for the Feast “of -the Annunc:.a’clon,
which is in a. special way that of the Chris-
-~ %ian L:Lfe Communities, for they recognize  in
 Mary the model  of compliance with God's de-
sign and the guardlan of  their own fidelity.
By studylng %he. place of 'this contemplatlon’
in the Exercises. - Some, s£ill not very famil-
iar with the Exercmes ‘may find it difficult.
But it should: 1ntroduce all of us to a deeper
understanding of it, :and prepare us for the
- meditation we can then make, using the sugges-
tions glven :Ln the E;cerc:.ses (nos. 101 109)

to grasyp’ be‘cter 'bhe mportance in our l:wesx
of the- da:.ly evaluatlon,' as we read the wit-—
ness - of a- CLC member in this: regard

as we read the ‘"echos ‘of CLC" %o re;]oice and
- be- gra’ceful for i:ha.s glft we share. )
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" Question & "How do you see +the work of the- Chi‘lstlaih Life -
: - Communities in the ensemble of “the warks of the
‘Soclety of Jesus?"

- Answer ¢ The Christian Life groups ‘are :Lnsplred b;y the

~ 7 . | Exercises,  which are alsc at the origin of the-

" Society of Jesus.' Therefore we consider this movement of

o lay people-—and I underline, lay. people~—the real expres—

“ gion of the charism of S‘i;.Ignatlus for the lan:ty. I hardly

. know a deeper mpvement for lay people. The place of this

. movement in the Works of the Society is very high and the

‘Society has it much at heart.I consider the Christian Life

Communities unlque, 1nsp1red by the Exerc:.ses. I anm- con-—-
_vinced they are don.ng very 1mportant work. o

" Question : "Mat is the rela'blon Detween the Splm‘bual Exer o
. cises and llberatlon"" :

Answer ‘I am glad +to a.nswar 'bh:Ls. The E:cercmses g:.ve us :
the reel internal liberation, the liberation of -

Chrls'b liberation from all attachments so that we can be
s completely m&szerent and. free t0° ‘follow the. ‘will of God -

© and the way of the Holy Splr::t and %o work for others.Then
we can work in other areas - of liberation--for justice,
against oppressn.on, -and so forth. Liberation is a very im- -
portant question and we have to study it in all its depth
especially the theology and psychology of it,and its-human
.aspects.But we should avoid being superf101a1 m‘bh slogaz:s
that don't mean much and ecan distort the meaning of 'th:.ngs.'
‘I am sure that your study of this at Augsbirg will give you |
clear directions so that you. can pursue "thLS mportan'b prof

 blem in the rlgh"h way.

Question : "How mu.ch ‘can Chrz.stn.a,n L:L:fz‘e Cortles be
: adapted to dlfferent srlmatmne ‘ang stlll remain
C‘LC‘?" , : :

Answer :lei‘fmul’c:Les in 'th:.s come friom misunderstanding ,

' by people of what the Chms‘t;n.an Life Communities

really are We should adapt groups to d:.:fferent eondltlons,

but every group should ‘be. established. W1‘ch1n the framework

. .of the General Prmclples., Today these -General Principles
o are so flexible tha’c one’ can make one's own- appllca'hxon of -
B "bhem. But you camnnot ‘$ouch’ ‘the esaen’tlals. You cannot have
-2 group but - say, "We do not ca,re for ‘che ‘Exercises".  That -

k'tf 4 - j




”:um. Yau mll have 2 va

Q tlon

7 how do you e plan.n the fac’c tha:b sofe.
Jesu:.ts are nct much - In-beres’c;ed 1nCLCs or Sodal -
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25TH AﬁNIVERSARY OF THE GNIVERSAL DECL&RATION
: OF THE RZGHTS OF MAN ’Vf«

by Frangals RUSSO' - J

We Just celebrated last December 10 the - 25th Ann1

- versary of the Unlvereal Declaration of the ‘Rights.of Man.,

R - 1 offers a fitting occasion to inform ourselves and to re
flect on this. Declaratlon and on the pacts and . conventlons o

‘”that since then have made it more ‘specific and detailed,
and have tried to assure its bexng ‘put 1nto practlce.

- . This Declaratlon cf the. Unztes Natlons made in 1948 ;
‘ 1s along the lines of the Declaration of the Rights. of. Mana
of 1789, ‘but is the expression of a more mature and more.

. precise- awareness of the rights of the humsn person., Itse»

7{ aim at flret was to be & SQlemn condemnatlon of the crimes:

~of Nazism. But soon it was to orient itself in a more pos- -
itive gense: the affirmation of the dignity of man. This-
';short document con51sts of a preamhle whose thoughtls'very/»
exalte& and then of 4hirty articles in which are llsted ’
in clear, sober. and arrestlng language the- fundamental re'V

- -quirements 6f the human ‘person. Have we read it? Have we

:“welghed its thrust, its richness, its permanent up—to—dateaﬂg
ness? Here -already are questlons that thls ~amnrversary,f
‘eleads us to pose. : - 5

: of the ‘many. conventlons fha$ set themsélves wnthxn[f
~ -the framework of the Declaration of 1948 the most impor—. -

7 tant are two pacts which were voted by the: Assembly of the

fUnlted Natlons in 1966.  Ome of +these is about economic, -
~ social and cultural rights, the other about civil and po—f

litical rights. Although,, ‘because of its- very nature, the
- Declaration has no- juridical value in- the strlct -sense,::
- the pacts, as also all the other conventions, are texts
fiof a- aurlazcal character. But although they were approved‘w




-by vote, ‘chese 'bex*ts do no‘t ‘enter mte effect untll ratl— R

fied by a. sufflc:.ent number- of ‘countries. For the pacts,
- o35 ra*blflcatlons are needed., And as of November 15, 1973,
only 23 states had ratlfled them. Among the coun"cmes that -
have still failed to ratify them can be noted France,
. Great Brrba:m ‘Italy, and West- Gemany, anong those. who

 have ratblfled,' the Soviet Unidn. This makes one. reflect
on two things. On the one hand, _as to the worth of such

" commitments on the part of "certa:m" countries: On the oth" .

er land, as to the difficulties that camtm.es-—whlch are

nevertheless concemed about - respec‘t:mg the rights . of thef_i.
,'human persom—-—can have about Tulfilling the obligations

imposed- by the pacta. For :Lt must-be recognized that thege
agreements can sometimes pose delicate problems, espec:.al—f ,
1y for countries which have: only recently acqulz‘ed mdepen
dence, which canno*b m hones't:y be ~dodged. j‘

; To measure well wha‘l: effectiveness “these pac‘ts have,
it must be: noted that they have mnot come into. being
through pz‘oeedures which assure a recourse 0 courts and

' %o sanctions in the cases where they are found to be viola -

‘ted. The sole recourse consists in complaints that may. ‘be
made to the United Nations, which can demend explanations
from the countries involved,snd make observations to them.
_ However, as experience shows, these interventions. general~

ly have no ‘effect. Such a. judicial recourse is found in -’

the Furopean- Conven“blon on the Rights of Man .of 1950
which convention is already in effect; and the recourse is
“open not only. to governments but also to individuals (u.n—- :
fortunately France, which has finally ratified it, in do-
ing so set a condlt:.on which excludes recourse by mlelﬁ-—
uals).

The Declaration, and the pacts through which it has
“been implemented in a very concrete way, take’ aceount with
' grest clarity. and precision of +the variety of s11mat10ns
in which respect for the rn.gln‘bs of man may be in. danger,,

‘They have to do  mainly with these. righ*bs*‘ ‘the rlgh’c to.a -

life that is free and worthy of the vocation of man. (con- ,
- demnation of slavery, respect- for human l:L:f‘e, regpect for
 privacy, defense of the family, protection of infants and
of the aged); public freedoms (freedom of opinion, partie-
ipation in political life, <the right of assembly and of
: assoc:Lation),, : economic and. socmal righ’t:s (the rlgh‘b to
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. “the rlgh*t to a sufflclen'b salary, the mgh*b to :formf
oo mdf or -other unlcms “the rmgh‘b to. }Jroper‘by, a5c. ), Jeul-
“tural righte (the rlgh'h to education, the right to partic-
_'1pa’1:e in cultural life, etc.)s Let us single out;besides,
—;partlcular conventions having to &0 ‘with the right of peo-
©ples to self-determination, pagial or. religious discrim~.
:matmn, war crimes and. genoc:;.de, the pelltq.cal righ-ts of =
. womén, rew‘*ugeeb and statele.ss persons. I : :

Fere 'i:hen is a descmp-blon of the way it is agreed“‘
things ought 40 .be. ‘Here is that to which nations 1n great

- _number have committed themselves.- -But how far ‘have these

B noble and - aust oblzga't:.ons been pu*ti :mto appllcatlon‘?’ ,

Are we not 'bemp‘t;ed *bo sceptlclsm and even to dlscour- :
agemen‘l; When ~today in so many coun‘bz‘:Les we see these
prmclples and these ‘commitments 1gnored ‘or scoffed . at ?
 One. thinks of arbitrary de‘tentlon, systematlc ‘practice of
'I:or'l:ure, growing - Ainfringement of . the m‘tn.macy of private

Life - by the use of “d:abol:.cal", elec'bronlcs, maln“henance -

" of woman in a condition .of. 1nfer10m’by, persistence of sla;k_
: very in cer*baa.n countrles". : . o

Whatever be the emel realrty of" tth:ns sta'l;e o:E' thlngs

we can and should never'imeless “be aler'b

- two. positive aspects of ' the present srlmatlon as “far as
-the rlghts of ma.n are coneemea-"‘ » : :

S = As Pope Paul VI sta’ced in h:.s measage tc “the United
;Na'hmns on: the oceasion of this anniversary, "Men of our
. time. show themselves sens:.tlve to the values contained in
the Declaration of the ‘Rights of Nan. {?he faet that de-

“ - nunciations ‘and’ demands are- mult:.plymg, is tms vnot a

S s:Lgn of this growing sensl‘biV1ty‘>" . And En er
zing,  the Declara'tion of 1948 seens 'bo have :played a, _.~1m—;
'portaxrb ‘role. - : -

1fn,ca’t:|.ons wh:.ch w ;

conventlons have

-regard “l; -_éthe treatmén’b of refugec S,
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- persens,. freedom of - 1nfomat10n, racial dlscrmlnatlon re
lzglous llberty, : S

The a'btltude of the Churcn as regards respect for the
rights of man has unhappily not always been what it should. ’
We should have ‘the honesty to recognize that in the past;
notably, freedom of belief has often been impeded, and.
wars have been accep-bed whlch in mltiple ways:® haveé. done -
violence %o the dignity -of the human person ‘and to his
most gacred” rights., Let us think of some aapects of the -
" conguest of the New World and of those so numerous wars

- in which, for the glory of 2 very Christian prince, so -
many men lost their lives or their freedom. These failings
must not however, make us fail to recognize all that the -
Church has done  in the course of centuries for the. uplift-
ing of man, for his prc'tectz_en against 1n;1usi;1ce, explo:.’c—
ation and domination of every sort.

One regrets too that the leaders of the Church rejec--
ted as a whole-the declaration of 1789, not knowing how to
distinguish between erroneous views and wviews directly
flowing from the spirit of the Gospel. But with Leo XITI,
. who knew how to recognize the legitimate rights, till.then
seriously disregarded, of workingmen, and, much more, with
the Encyclical "Peace on Earth" of John XXIITI, Vaticen
Council IT,. *the Encyclical "The Development of Peoples“
and a mumber of other declarations and directives of Payl
VI, +the Church has very explicitly and very positively
given its backing to the promotion of the rights of man;
linking this closely with. the promotion of peace, since
both the one .and the other constitute, inseparably, the
fundamental condition of the true progress of peoples,

- ¥
* *

With the hindsight of a gquarter of a century, we can
today better geauge the human bearing of the Universal Dec-
laration of the Rights of Man of 1948, and our Christian.
faith gives to this its full meaning. ' o




ly 1nsp1redw sala recently,

ory of. hmaana_ty, " '8ll the natlons of the World whether S

they were Marxist - Christian, or of other .r‘ela.gious or
'polltlcal 't;endenc:Les, menaged to agree on & ceriain num-
ber of principles". Certainly, they did so by giving to
these principles différent bases. One can moreover &8sk one.
; selfr as regards the adhesion of some, notably of the Marx-.
‘ists, whether their ideology is in accordance with these
- principles. In ‘any case, the fact is there: the - rlgh'i:s of
v man, . the- fundamental norms of conduct - mth regard to ma.n,’*

" the relations. of men be'bween themselves, were recognlzedf'" '

~-as having force for the whole of humanity. To this univer-

"/,‘salu.sm, <our faith glves a profound basls., As Paul VI de

elared in. ‘nis message’ already ‘cited, to. the Un:rted Ha.
‘tlons, ,“Tha Church can - never fa:Ll to be .urteres‘hed in the
’ mgh'bs of man, . who hag ‘been created in the image of Go
to the likeness of hls t”rea'tor. She feelS’ Terself wounde

when' the: rlghts of man, wha‘tever these beé and wherever. i’

be, are 1gnored or v:.olated. The rights of man are founde
on the recognrbmn of the dlguty, -the equal:.ty and T
) bro‘che:chood of all human belngs. 3

Clearly aware of and penetra:ted wrbh %;hese v1ews hcf

: oould we Ye msensrtlve to this anm;Versary‘?' How coula Wi
- fail® to. accept $he mv:Lta'b:Lon found there to cooperate in
- every possible way in “the defense and furthering of th
, rlghts of man, rlgh“bs tha‘c are formilated with such clari-"
Ay, ae-hall end precision in +the texts. of ‘the TUrited Na-
Cbions? How could we fail to contribute to the work of sen—
sitizing ana of forma:blon that is there called for, as we
are invited to do by the- go:mt appeal of +the Justlce and
‘Peace Commission of the Holy See and the World: ‘Council of
“Churches on the. eceasion . of this" armlversary‘? ‘Especially
by making known +the Deolara‘tlon #nd its. conven*blons, by
"~ bringing pressure to bear on govemmen“bs which have mnot.
yet ratified them, ’by denouncing violations of them, by
- tsking the lead in efforts ’co assure "tha‘t ’they will b
'recognlzed and respected. S o =

T1ere, “t;hen are the concre‘te tasks by wh::.ch our Chrls
Qtlan ideals m.ll express 'themselves :m ‘the most authentlc
and ef.;ec%zve fashlon. :

,‘Fa‘bher Frango:Ls RUSSO is ‘tne ecclesmastlcal advlser of the .
Catholic Center at UNESCO.

S 10~
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As e stated earller, the serles On: "leeratlon" w1ll
be presented this year in: alternating fashlon with each
: experlentlal account followed by & crltlcal analy31s ‘of
i, the aim oelng to . nelp ourselves to grow ‘mutually lnf,
- discermment. The expérience is’ glven by -tle CLC which ‘has -

. lived-its  The. critical analysis.is made by a. team of CLCo
members connected w1th the periodical,. -It must el noted;
" that, - since it is not poss1ble for. uhe :authors of the Lac=".
counts to meet theé team that s1ng1eg 1ok thelr strong and,
wea& o01nts -~ Some. remarks or” cr1t1c1sms may rest 31mply on.

. wLiberation® -

an 1nadequate descrlptlon of" thlngs. No matter {It 1s;ques;7-‘

tion above all..of helplng each. other- recognlze the
tial. steps that mark our path——or the obstacles alonr thec‘.-
way—-so as to ‘achieve more ‘and. more. the 1ntegratlon of‘ourj“
faith with our entlre life,’ : T

. Today we make reference to the artlcle that appeared
in the January issue entltled ."A Concrete Experlence of a..
. Community at the Service of Liberation. - It would be good
to begin by rereading it. For very understandable. reasons,
which the authors p01nt out at the start of the artlcle,
their witness remains purposély . general. So -we will focus
on its main lines, which s%till give.us a quite pénetrating,
view of the direction the efforts of thls commuﬂlty are
taklng. ~Several p01nts struck us, ;

First of all, . the very clear option made in favor of
“ the very poor, the oppressed, by this community. It is g
matter of a solidarity that is lived, which dictates the
choice of the service to render and the actions to under—
take. As we expressed it together during our recent Gene-
ral Assembly, it involves being at the service of "those
who are "directly affected". -

We riotice too a profound concern--sometimes explicit,.
" sometimes implicit--%o live in commmiori with the Church.
The Church's documents serve as ‘a refererce to orient the
action. There is insistence on the authenticity that must’
clothe our witness if it is to have credibility and to pre

essSen< il

- gsent the true image of the servant Church. "The mission of -

preaching the Gospel dictates at the present time that we

should dedicate ourselves to the liberation of man even. in

his present existence in this world." This dictate, .formie
lated by the 8ynod of Bishops,is aimed.at. This concern to"

o _>T‘ll,
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and ‘we - would be 'bemp'ted . ‘bo see in rb the .
' thread runhing through all the actlon wndetrtaken. Admit-
'tedly thisg fidelity to 'bhe -guidance of the- Chu.reh may have
been found difficult in specific cases, But one- cannot- but

fco\ngra"bula'he and encourage this cmmnunn.'by if infact it has

ga?.wavys ‘makaged to carry out its activity with a care %o be
3 _ciomzmmlen with the Church. In the types of action men-

~justice,. action in favor of liberation-—one recognizes too-
Athe orle:crba’clons so often’ reemphaszzed by the Church.

We Would have liked the. artlcle to descrlbe in. more
detail . 'bhe ‘process of dlscez*maent used by the community in
-making . its choices. What were. the poss:Lblll-h:t_es for action?
Were there .other. op‘tlons than - those taken? How ‘did the -
group arrive conere'tely at the ch01ce decided upon? What
wére the. reasons for? What were ‘the reasons against? How
were the speclflc decisions made? Are they subaec‘b to per-
10d10 evaluation?s.. ~ : ‘

, Other questions whn.ch might presen‘c themselves as sub
 jects for dlscernmen'\‘:- " Is. the general situation such "bha"t
committed ‘Christians can now move from the gimple denuncia -
tion of m;;ustlce to the taking of some initial s*beps to=
“ward. reformng the structures of 1n,3us’slce‘> Or is this im
possible at -the present time? If committed Christians are,
‘not vigilant, and. seize- the opportune moment to :reform the
structures according to Gospel principles of gocial ac’sion
situations of injustice such as that deseribed tend to ‘move
; 1nev1*ha‘b1y toward the "revolutlonar'y situation”, when ‘the
" enly option that presents itself to people is ‘blcody revo-
lution or:eivil war., To the extent. possivple, +this should
. be avoideds’ - Among the policy makers of the society, -are
- there any in whom the Christian conscmnce with regard to
i.;ms*b:Lce is not comple‘bely dead? If so, is it poss:Lble to
'I:ake steps to awaken their eonsc:s.ences‘? :

We apprec:l.a'bed much  the . Way in Whlch the role of the
.communrty was presenteé. "The place. wheére faith in Chrlst
‘and in his presence is expressed and lived®, and where one
. Pinds Mihe s"crength and the zmztual hel;p to advance in the
: ,servz.ce of one's brothers. throughaprogresslve 11bera’t:|.on,/ ‘
. achieved through difficulties and -with risks". One could

say. that the Communlty, centered on “+the Eacha:v::.st, plays a
ciouble role. It is on the one hand for each of its members
\’che means-to. & grea’cer personal- fx.delrhy in one's attach-
‘men‘b 't:o Ch:r‘:.s't to be implemented in ome's en'b:.re 11fe..

12 ,4

“fioned—personal. witness to- austlce, denunciations of ine
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‘ :C}n e o'bher ha,nd iv 13 the place’ i‘or d:_st_ rnlng together'
. what.service is 1:0 _be rendered. and thgn carried -forward to =

gether, the place where each- member, . thanks to the. sharmg

and the mutual help, will fmd "the strength. and the' ‘help" -
. togo forward agzin. on the. road’and ’co con*binue :r.'n spﬁ:e
- oft dlfflcultles. e :

The authors 1n91s$ on: the neoess' y‘ cf a solz.d forma—'

tion of the members. - Here we. touch the essential point: on

"_wh;ch danends in largemeasure jthe quallty of.. an actlon%f
fand the rightness. of” its orientation. The- nedagogy of the -
B sribed. in the article rests on Mal com:mma.{:y '

1 l’f}S extens:.on. We recognize ‘the:re, :Lndeed, “the ,
7 eseen'blal elements that point toward and -are an mtegral
pard. of the way of 11fe of CLC St:Lll we i;hlnk We see,,

;131 foxms of ,he Exercmes,
; 1 = ' - need will be felt for an
'au‘thentlc experlence of the Ehcerclses in’ the form of a. re-

I'ef lec”c:x.on on :

bu‘t .

“treat and also through the: ise of the  Exercises. pe&agogy, -

in' the group meetings and . in daily l:.mng, and that this -

- will give members the solld formabion that +the 1eadera are
looking for. This would help the members——while being care
ful to use as a point of departure their own real needs-—-
to attach themselves betbter to the Person of Christ, +to
arrive at a greater interior freedom which will ccnd:.t:.on
‘and . facilitate their commitment to serve liberation, to
-acquire that so necessary sense of discernment, to find in
the process of the Exerclses a dynamic tha’b as experlence
' Vshows can direct’ and ‘support the aem‘b act:l.on taken.,

I‘ﬂay we be allowed, in clos:mg, 1o ‘E:hank this commmz.-u
ty for having shared with us that whiek censta.tu’ces 1’cs',

way of Iife, Its witness is g challenge %0 'each of us and

to each’ of our commtmrbles. ‘A challenge to grea'ter unsel:f-’

ishness in-the gift of ourselves for the liberation of all

‘men. A challenge to greater unity so that, sustained by-
matual help, - prayer and brotherly exchanges, both we- and
they may Tollow the path where Chr:.st awai'ts us.

- L3
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‘THE' "WHY" OF ECUMENISM : -
I'bs Theolog:.cal Bas:Ls

by Wal'ber e ABBOTT 5. 3

It is 'bhe clear 'beachlng of’ 'bhe Scrlptures ~bha'b God
‘the FPather sent his - only begotten Son into the world so
that, being made men, - he might give new l:|.fe and unity to
the en't:Lre hvman race by his redeeming of it. He. commanded

his apostles to0 -preach the: Gospel message everywhere so

*» that the human race might become the family of God in

©-:which the fulness of the Law would be love.

~ A1l who accept 'bhe Scrlptures are agreed‘ on these
points. They might have 'the:Lr differences .when they get -

-down to the details of what ‘they -mean by the redemptive -
<+ aet, and who precisely succeeded -the apostles and what

- exactly is contained in the Iaw, but they all hold these -
- points in common. As a result there is today a. strohg- ten—

" dency among ecuménists in favor of ‘a common Christian wit-

ness.which can be united: to that .of many other religious
people,especially Jews and Moslems. This, in fact, was one

. "of the conclusions of the meeting of Ecumen:Lcal Comm1s51on

representatives held by the Secretariat for Promo‘b:l.ng Chris
tian Unity in Rome, November 15—-22 1972, To. explain their
conclusion they star‘bed fromthe doctrine of ‘éreation,which ’
‘reminds us that  we depend utterly on God,  who' called the
world: and man_k:Lnd into existence by freely shar:l.ng with -
“them his own 'be:l.ng. This self—g:l.vmg of God, Whereby the -
. whole cosmos exists, they added, Treaches its absolu'be sum~ -
mit in Chr:Ls'b " the God—Man, the perfect and graturbous com -
munication to the world of God's belng,who in his own life
,recogn:Lzed the absolu'be dependence on God which' this. im= -
~plies. This is: why his Gospel is’ “the: message ‘of the Relgn
fo’f'God. . In the Paschal Mystery we see that’ Christ is the

2. fulfilment for each human person, ‘mankind ‘as a whole, and
- "the -entire crea‘bed un:Lverse He is 'bhe New Man-and . the - Head '
" of the New Creation. “the Word made flesh, God presen'b

‘in persor among men, expresses in an- absolute way man's de -
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g _pendence on. God 1ove ‘of the nelghbor, and: the new 11fe“'
- whieh ~is’ the obgeot of Chrmstlan hope. (SPGU Informatlon" .
: Serv1ce, ‘e, 20, Aprll 1973) C ‘ '

o Wlth such a v131on and - 1nsp1rat10n it is. understandm.
able that- many ecumenlsts today are more and more -drawn. togf‘
the study of the unlty'ofmanklnd ‘and. the contrlbutlon that -

,‘Chrlstlan~w1tneSS ‘can make to it. God's W111 for that.unity"
‘is the basic font of their’ act1v1ty.They trust ‘that modernx,
man will come to see that nothlng is more relevant or ime
.portant for: him, and will therefore accept the new Chrlst—
‘centered life offered to hlm, L

Most ecumenists; howaver are stlll worklng w1th then‘
more restricted defmnltlon of ecumenisn,  the one given, for
example, in the- openlng words of the Vatlcan II Decree on.

’Eeumenlsm, where the Council Fathers declared that "promot
ing the restoration of unity among all Christians® was one
of the chief concerns of the Council,If one asks the "why
of that goal , object, end, one gets first the simple,basic
answer: because Jesus Chrlst desires-it. Thus,in the Decree
on Ecumenism one reads: “Today,ln many parts of the world,
under the 1nsp1r1ng grace of the Holy Spirit, multiple. ef-'
forts are being expended through prayer, word and act;on:
to attain that. fullness' of unity which Jesus Christ de-
sires™ (N°. 4), The best expression of Christ's desire is

- . given, all agree, in his prayer "for those who believé. in
“me" found in the Gospel ‘of John (17:21): "that they may

all be one; even as thou, Pather, art in me and I in thee,

* that ‘they also may be .in ug, so that the ‘world may believe
that thou hast sent me" (RSV, 19?3). The desirée of Chrlst

_ is such = b1g piece of the“why"of ecumenlsm that the Coun'

“¢il Pathers can immediately add a sweeping conclu31on*
. "This sacred Synod, therefore, exhorts all +the Catholic,

faithful to recognize the signs of the times and to partlc
ipate skillfully in the work of ecumenlsm" (Ne.4).

That +he Council Fathers meant’ -"all" quite literally

is made guite explicit: "Concern for restoring unity per— -
tains to the whole Church, - faithful and clergy alike. Tt
extends to everyone, accordlng to the potential of each

whether it be exercized in daily Chrlstlan living, or din -
thecloglcal and historical studies" (N°.5). Why? Not only-
‘because Christ desires it but.also because he made us his -
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=5 30= O : eit‘ hlmself P Through ba
‘come adop’tedsons of God and- ‘brothers. of- Chrlst

& are organically united. Thus every one of us shares :Ln: T
S his - prlestly, prophe’clc ‘and royal responsfmll't}es. Youngjjj‘
people too, even .children? Yes.But are'nt there nany ‘oldexr:’
- people who' fail “to tnderstand how tThey can. have. any rol

‘inall 'bh:.s‘? Yes, ‘nevertheless we must. ms:.st “that every
f«body—-mau, -~ womamn,’ chlld——has some rTole in the fulfill

“of. Christ's desires. It follows: from everything: the Scmp,

. tures “tell us about baptism and about the risen' Chrlst's;

','-lglft ‘of +the Spn.rrh to those who have bellevea and have bee
- bap'tlzed. L ; P

Something else follows from those Very same 'bhlngs jth

Scrlptures tell us,

Church' we can’ acknowledge tha't; the Holy &

,among “thenm. ana uses 'bhelr c}::cm:'ches as’

why we shoul& ccopera't wn.th them in - vma‘beve .
Chrlstlan congcience d,eman@s for- the common:good; why we ‘

. should come. together ‘for common prayer, why. we ghould underj
- ‘take mth v1gor the ‘kask o:t‘ renewal and rafom : When all/’

Fathers declare& ¥
E llttle as the obstacles‘to '_perfec'b eccles'

v and smly Church whlch Ghr:x.s*tz kbestowed on | Sk
. { the begming"'(N".il). :

I‘b can be S&ld tha't: :m 'the Becree o'n Ecumemsm ‘l;hef

authorlty has. contmued this. appmach in

. ,“Dxrec*bory and other documents: of implem

16 -
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Vatican II. Thus,among other things, .as a result the noh-
“ Catholic partner in & mixed marriage no longer is asked: o
sign-or even to make any promises about the bringing up of
the children, dnd the Catholic partner is required to prom
ise only that he Mwill do everything possible" to see’ that
the children are baptlzed and brought up in the Cathol:.c
Church (Motu Proprio, - Iﬂatrlmoma mixta, March 31 19'70) ‘

The Decree on Ecumem.sm stated that "change 0f heart
and hol:.ness of life, along with public and private’ ;prayer
for the unity of Christians;should be regarded as the soul
of the whole ecumenical movement" (N°.8), that all Chr:Ls-

tians should unite in professing "their faith in God, . one

and three,k in the incamate Son of God, our Redeemer andf
Lord . « «»and with matual respect let ‘t;hem bear mtness to )
our common hope, which does not play us false" (N°,12).

-subsequent reflect:,ons and suggestions on the sub;ject of
ecumenical dialogue the Secretariat for Promoting Chrivistian ;
Unrhy explained that through dislogue Christians must learm
to give common witness to the mission which Jesus Christ
confided to his Church,and “since the world poses the same
question to all the Churches and ecclesial Communities,the
latter,  listening to the questions together and understand
ding- them through dialogue, end being attentive to the Holy

Spiri'b will seek tége”hher the 'response that the Lord ex-

pects of them in order to serve the world, especially in
‘those places where the Gospel has not. been praached" {sPCU
Information Service, N°.12, Dec., 1970, .page 6). The Joint
Working Group between the Roman Catholic Church and the
World Council of Churches; at about ‘the same time, recom=
mended to its parent bodies a study document entitled "Com
mon Witness and Proselytism" which notonly clarified those
“two terms but also proposed & number of practical coneclu-
‘sions,ineluding this one: "Missionary action should be car
ried out in an ecumenical spirit which takes into- cons:x.der
ation the priomty of the announcement .of the Gospel: t0.
non-Christians., The missionary effort of one Church in an
‘area or milieu where another Church is already at work de-
pends on an. honest answer to the question: what is the
quality of -the Christisn message proclaimeéd by the Church
already at work, and in what spirit is it being proclaimed
and 1ived? Here frank discussion between the Churches con-—
¢erned would be highly desirable, in order to have a c¢lear
understanding of each - other's missionary and ecumenical. .

- 17 e




if;conv1ct10ns, and W1th the hope that it would help to deterf
‘mine the . posmblll‘cles of cooperation, of common wrtness,»r
' of fraternal assistance, or of complete withdrawal" (5PCU

,Informatlon ‘Sérvice, N°, 14, April, 1971, page 22). The

V meeting - of ’ Ecumenlcal ‘Commission representatlves alreadyfk
" mentioned reached this. conclusmon*‘ "Perhaps also it might:

- be p0351ble to have a common catech951s in thls' fleld )

‘"thougn it would be. necessary Yo proceed Very carefu11y in
. 'such & project”: (SP“U Informatlon Serv1ce m° 20 -April
“-1973, Dwge 19). o . . ' e

Yes even to those lenghts concelvably, ecumenlsm cari
kgo on the theologlcal premises now endorsed by Fthe Secon
Vatican Couneil, The Secretariat for’ Promotlng Chrlstla

‘J.Unlty iz at. wor? studying the proposals and. 1ntends to pr

© duce something helpful as soon as possible, Whatever i
decides,however far it goes in the directions recommended,

we will not g0 back: to the one-sided stress on the Rmmmy"

Catholic Church as a perfect soc1ety which prevailed for.
80 long, with the 1mp11catlon that outside of it there was:

 only "mon-Church.” We will keep the focus on the -one holy

i; God whom we worship and from whom we have recelved_allthat_i
- we have,on Christ's prayer that the world may believe that
the Father sent him, on the Spirit's  activity everywhere .

- showing there 151ndeed a God who loves the world and wills -
" t0 share his llfe of holiness w1th it, As the restorat10n~ .

of unity ‘among Chrlstlans proceeds, as it surely will, per
" haps more of us will beable to embrace the broader. conoept
~ of "‘scumenism. that is in the maklng, the one lookzng to the
~ unlty of - manklnd in Chrlst . -

. Next 1ssue

The "How" of Ecumenlsm"

'.Fafhér Walter ABBOHT is directorVdf'thé‘Sectlon for é Com~ .

‘; mon Bible at theSeeretarlat for Promotlng Chrzstlan Unity, -

in Rome.
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| THE CONTEMPLATION OF THE INCARNATION IN THE EXERCISES

by D. MOLLAT, 5.3,

The con‘templatlon of +the mystery of . ‘che Incamatlon

_ holds in the Exercises a place of the first rank. The ve-"

H'“t;reatan't has just heard the call of the Kingdom. Driven, by
“the desire +0 prove his "greater lcve" and to "distinguish
hmself in every service™, he offers himself o the "Eter-

- nal Tord of a1l things". He commits himself to "imitate" H:Lm

S up to Total poverty, both in desire and in fact,lf such is

 His most Holy will.  The contemplation of the Incarmation’
- opens:. the: series of - "mysterles“ -which are going to show
~him concre‘tely on what path he has entered. He has dec1dedk'
ﬁi;o ‘place his footprmts in the foo‘cpmn‘ts of. hlS Lordl Now
he mas*b get to know the route by which his’ Lord has passed.

The mcamatlon is  the flI‘S‘b step of ‘the 1‘b:x.nerary. In: a

sense, it contalns already the whole ;yourney. '

One word 1ndlcates the goal and the splmt o:ﬁ' *the con
templation, as St. Igaa“slus conceived it., I am to seek :Ln
it "the intimate knowledge of Our TLord, who has become man-
for me". In its sober way, this "for me" ‘orients and qual~; .
ifies the whole reflection. It is charged w1th love. and
‘thanksgiving. One finds this again in the contemplation on
the Nativity. The retreatant there con51ders "the extreme
poverty" of the birth of the ‘Saviour and, beyond that
. thinking of all. the sufferings which he mll endure in or—
- der flnally ¥{$o die -on the cross", he ‘says tohimselfs "And
all.that for me!" In the third week, contemplating the
Pagsion of Christ, he will say the sames "It is. for my
sins that He suffers all this!" The life of Christ has
been but one single: gesture of love.A gesture of love that
concerns me; that looks to me; +that challenges me person-
ally. 'And that, from the first instant: "The Lord became
man for me!® . He loves me. He loves all men. It is to the
discovery of this love that, following Saint Paul and
_ Baint John (Gal 23203 Jn 13: 1} ‘Saint Ignatius bri g?s ‘the
‘retreatant in ‘thse wontemplation of the B‘Eeama Ot e

This is not :just\any event in the course of‘ human
history. It is an "unsearchable mystery" (Rom 11:33; 16:
25-27), which is only known to us by. the revelation of it
God has made to us, and cannot be recognized except in
faith. This is why Sa:mt Ignatlus ask:s the retreatant 'to
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nd splrl'bual u.nderstandlng.g And since - ‘the even‘b “is a;,
gesture of love, which as such cannot- really be known ex—
cept from the :Lns:Lde, ‘what T ask is "the intimate know—
- ledge of “the Lord" Himself. T seek to know H:Lm, startlng ;

. from the unheard-of step His love has taken. "Thus",writes .

_ Saint Paul, "you will, with all the saints,. have the
. strength ‘bo grasp the Breadth and the Length, the Helght
and the Dep*hh to ¥mow the love of Christ,: vh:l_ch gurpasses -

‘all knowledge, and to be fa.lled with all the i‘ullness of =
e God"' (Eph 3 18-19) :

P The love of the Lord shows in the - mcamatlon 1ts ah-—
solute gratuity. The Ignatian contemplation stresses this
forcefully. The retreatant is invited to reflect on the
'state of the humanlty :,n ‘which the Lord is. gon.ng to. incar—
‘nate Himself, on what men are, what they say, what they

- do:  "how they strike, how they kill, how they go down to -

hell”, A world of vig¢lence and of covetousness closed
. and hard,. without unlty because without love; a los‘b race, -

doomed to death. The picture may seem overgimplified.Still

" it agrees with what Saint Paul writes in his Tetter to.the =

. Romans: ' "Christ died for +the ‘wi'c‘ked...rThe proof that God -

loves us is that Christ died for wus while we were still
simners" (5: 6-—8) This does not mean +to say that there is
.- nothing good or lovable in the heart of men. But prec:.selg
.~ that in them which is good and lovable,  that is what the
- love of God has put there. Without this love, which is at
. work secretly, humanity, delivered over to its demoms, is.
'z hell. 'But, this humanity, God has loved; without any’
. other reason than His love itself. And He decided to save
©.it, Saint Ignative would like the retreatant to hear re-
“.sound in his heart the words that, +in the ineffable mys-
-~ tery of their unity these three Dn.vme Persons - pronounce
- from all etern1t;y~ "Let us sa.Ve ‘the human z'a.ce'"» ~

Love ‘shows. 1tself again. in’ the means chosen by God to
bring about salva‘clon- the mcama fon.. G—od mll not save

. men from outside. He mll -put Himself on thelr level. He

" will become one of "chem.He nwill dwell among us" (Jnl:l4) .

By the Incarmation, the Word who created all things, the

" Son of God, makes his own the condition of men, with its
- weakness and its destiny of death. He ‘takes on Himgelf
every—thz.ng except sin., He commits’ Himsel:f‘f*ta the history
. that is unfolding. "Christ,"™ writesHans Urs von Balthasar,
- is "the com:nltmen’c of God" to hunram:ty. ':Tn*l:a‘i. commtment
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,wi‘bhou’c tmckery, withmzt reserve and mthou‘b re-bum for
A“Jesusjahmst is the same, . yesterday, today, and :E‘orever“
(Heb 13\ 8)

Still mé‘:rre. In becoming. inecarnate, God takes the path
of service. -He comes "o serve and to give His life as a
ransom for many". (Mark10:45), He does not force Himself.He
wishes: to be welcomed, bel:.eved "loved, :f‘reely. He will on
1y save a  humanity that consents and . coopera‘bes. Without
this adhesion, it would not really be saved. ' And this is-
why . ‘silence surrounds the entry of God into humanity. Thls :
" gilénce expresses the respect the Lord has for His ‘creat-
ure and the delicacy of His love.A resounding stroke- would
have meéde us bend our kmees before Him, The humility of
+this approach purlfles our idea o:f God and. opens to. H1m
our hearts. Sl .
Now, it is in Mary that is found and is cohcentrated
all the perfection of- this consent of humanity. She says’
yes to the divine step, to the divine offer. - She welcomes.
for us the Saviour,. The Council commented on the scene of ..
the Ineama‘tlon in this ways wthe Father of mercies willed
that the consent of the predest:_ned mother should precede
“the Inearpmation, " so’that, Jjust as a woman con‘bmbuted t0
death, "so also a woman should contribute to-life..." The
Couneil spec:.fles what the -"yes® of the Virgin really
_m‘eant» "By thus consenting to the divine utterance, Mary,
a daughter of Adam, became the mother of Jesus. Embraclng
‘God's saving will w1‘ch a full heart and 1mpedec1 by, no sin,
she devoted herself totally as a handmaid of the’ Lord 'bo
the person and work of her Son. In subordination to H:Lm
‘and along with Him, by the grace of almighty God she
served the mystery of ‘redemption” {1). It has been . re=
marked, with reason, - that according to the text of +the -
) Councﬂ the consent of Mary "does not envisage only the
_fact of the divine maternity, but expresses a total and
active: adhesion of the- servant of +the Lord to the whole
mystery of salvatlon, to the whole work of ‘her Son...- She
accepts her ovm mission in +the establmbment of 'bh:Ls k:mg-
dom, the new humanity, the ‘new Israel, that the descendan't:
) ef Pavid is to brmg into- be:.ng..." (2)

‘In the course of" the Exerczses, the attitude of Mary
should then, in +the scene of the Amunciation, hold the at
'tentmn of fthe retreatant. Qa:bk great length. Mary shows hlm, .

in ‘reality, -as bas'been said, "what the offering in the
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~he hands of ner "Lord". wlthout maklng a spe<31a1 point of .
. As of an o:fferlng that - -goes without saying. TLike. the«(
"endlng of a dlalogue in which she has always said, "yes".
The ahgel’ had greected her as "filled with grace® (Luke 1:

- 28). She only sees herself as "$he handmald" at the dlSpOS'

cal of her "lord" (Luke 1 38)

It is always a very serious and very solemn mom:ut

When a human belng Leeogm.zes and- accepts - his vocatwn, o

Going out of hlmselx in some way,and yleldmg $o-the wvoice

~_‘,(that urges - him pre551ngly in his most secre*b oonscmenoe,

he says yes and gives himself over to God cagts himself on -

Him, This "yes" never has %o do Cjust with ‘him, -Others and .. -

_their destiny are always 1i inked to his accep*tance. “In the ~

‘cape of Mary it is the salvatlen of the entire humsn family

that is involved, The coming of the Kingdom of God to this - .
earth 19 found llnked to what she w:ﬂl s&y. L

It ig the’ gra:adev.z' andg- the power of ‘the Ignaman Ecer,"-
cises that they situate man at this level of responsmll-«
'l'terhe retreatant is searohlng in them for his. divine vo
“mtmn. This is presen‘sed to' him as the unlque ‘and 1z'repla -
' ceable role that the Lord calls upen him to. play in  the
" work . 6f the salvatlen of humanl’cy. ?umfled of his- s:.ns by |
the exerciges of the first week, fully open and at God's
disposal, he has. given himself by the offermg of the. Ix.lng_ .

~ ~dom.- The contemplation of “the Incarnation points - out teo
" him what it is to which he hase committed. hlmself- he muast -

f»‘Icllow hig Lord in His - si;range adven’cure of love. He .-
' ‘{should not only accept. it, but ente‘r combletely into  the

game ~and merit, ‘as Mary ‘did, the beatl’mde of welcome -

and of collaboratlon w1’chout teserve in ‘the work of - God ¢

"Happy is she who has believed that the promlse made her’

by the J.;O:t"d would be fulflllea’" (Luke 1 45). g

'{,1) 'Dogna’si‘c ""C'onstitu’t;ion“o the Church (Lumen Gen’clum)

‘chapter 8, m® 56. - . Lo .

7 (2) "Uary and Scrﬂ.p“bure dinc Chapter V Iov, inc Bulle'bln of_ ~
. the ‘Prench Soc:z.ei:y for Marlan S“Euthes, by R. Te. Deaut

S 1965, p.66. , - : :
, (3) The Exarc:u.ses mth Mary ‘bhe ,‘dlas:brflx:, by P. Ghamot.

Fa'i;her D. MQLLAT is Professor of I‘Iew Tes‘bamem; §er1p’ture'g ~
at Gregoman Unzvers:.’cy in Rome.
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Every &ay we. ask: of our Fathe:' to glve us the breadf~,'
of the ‘Holy. Splrlt ~and to. ‘deliver us - from . Ev1 i
- evil, 1ike an 1ntruder hinders us.. The good Splrlt He
walts for us to- invite Hlm. He respects too- mach our. free— ,
dom to Ampose Himself, but comes promptly at the‘falntest:‘
call. Still it is foollsh to imagine that He can enter if -
“the other" occuples the place with his- usual hubbub. And"-
- the Evil One is the ‘more pleased when... B

1

I do nothlng to - reduce useless fatlgue that changes bmt,
by bit my attention to others and my taste for the Lord.
.Sleep that is too: short food that is too heavy,

~ I.let my thoughts,l on rlslng, ramble here and there and>‘

 settle oh,ﬁfalse,réasons"w that prevent meuf?pm,,g01ng
forwardy - S : : o

- "I throw myself into. all that Whlch stlrs up my emotlon3°,
hot political toplcs, _to0 lengthy dlscu591ans in meet~
ings, that eat up the tlme of prayer, of 1isten1ng an&
of evaluatxon, ‘

- I allow certaln resentments %o surface w1thout at once
" opposing to them the love of the Lord; or I do not: avoid
those. whe--lzke ‘myself at certain times--are more filled
7w1th negatlve criticism than w1th positive - suggestlons 3

- T do not{ stlck 4.6 the przorltles of thg day, but S%Ye;‘
way to my ease ‘and convenience; : o

~ I spend time on plans that are stlll in germ.&e%ermlnlng; 
~by myself the. path of the Holy Splrlt., ‘

- I need not go on:these are for me the maaar obstacles
‘to & spiritual 11fe. The worst thing would be to accept
them -with the blase attltuﬁe of "ohe who has caught the
.-sickmess of the ‘modern worlgd", and to r631gn oneself toa
“rhythn- 80 accelerated that one no longer has tlme to 11ve]
nor o malntaln relatlons w1th God.’ :

’_~23:1
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from our béing in eontact with each other? I left w1thout»
knowing, Scruples, you would say! God doesn't ask that -
mich in such a situation! Still, we are continually in-
volved in liberationh movements, 1n collgetive actions for
justice. How are we to.be truly present there, able to dis
cern what in these ‘disturbances is from the Bpirit, ,capa-
ble of helping others in these situations to see clearly,
as free and responsible men? To turn these. things over be-
fore God will help me to live better =z similar event next
time, At the next demonstration I will find myself a little
less in the role of a spectator, a little more in an ef-
‘fectlve and affectlve splrlt of soll&arlty. :

*

iTowards a New Day

‘ " There are also the small events that are significant
-—such a@s meeting an immigrant. I know the situation of:
these workers, of whom many sleep packed together like sar
dines, As I remember this man, my mind runs on to the b111=
] at a business luncheon, the picture of -an unused house ands
_agaln of property vaulre& by inheritance, accepted w1the
.out much question. The word “sharing" appears to me in a..
new light. - I lingered over this because it seemed to me’
thet it was something serious. How did I stand in nmy
sharing, esp601ally the sharing of. n@'powerq Some of my
responsibilities remain a private preserve. And as I could.
not respond alone without  -meking a mistake, I began to
think. that this situation needed to be clarified without
" too much delay,' together in community with my Christian
friends, in the light of the guidelines of +the universal
. Church. I 40 not see what the Lord thinks in this because
~with regard to this affair I do not have the v1ewp01nt of-
the Tord. I have the. feeling all of a sudden that the Lord
is far off, that perhaps I am slipping into gcruples, and
" T realize that my Bucharistic life has been-less regular "
less intense; it is not surprising that I am not more spon
taneously movea by the Splrlt
‘A good many annoyances are an occasion for me‘to;ﬂace
myself in the hands of God.' When I remain there, I solvet
them with llghtnlng speed and find peace again, When I in~
stead I leave.His hand, they become disturbances that grow
ito enormeusAproportlons wntil-—awake now--I grin at last
4ana;recngnizes%hat,"theVother",has fooled me once more. I
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my SenSeS, a certa:.n "abstn.nence" .
neither enlightened v:.gllance nox. the p'ssl”blllty of tas“c- ;

this

.:z.ng ’thmgs 1m:ern.orly.

{ MaARCH 25 FEAST ‘OF ‘I‘HE ANNUNGIATI

What does l’ﬁ mean. ’zhen for CICs;to 1
keepmg inmind the general erenﬂa;b ong ofAugsburg’?B" i

‘Prcposed theme, whlch can 1nspzre our effor‘bs tthrough-», ¥
- out the year s

LIBERATION OF . SELF AND OF GTHERS
A STEP T@’WARDS REG@NCILIATION..

o the

L .- Reconcz.llatlon with ' (}od

- [How do the E};ex‘czses lead us *t:@wara. thls ‘73

C - Recenc:.l:l.a'&zen in the Chureh

{How work at furthe: 'Areﬁconca.lf - within -
" the. Church {in my pamsh in the mover
- which T belong,:m my relations w:t.th catholles
both pr1ests and lay people“.

:,promo-i:e 'Bhe resﬁmiuan of uﬂrty among all
,Chms’clans ‘>] ‘ A :

s '_3_5 1974) snggestlons te, ‘help them "Na
"_and to make 1’(;5 *bheme 'bhe focus of &

26—
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ch ECHOES 'from arou.nd the. wofgtn“.«-,,y.,v,,r,,’,,,‘_,mmt‘A

V AFRICA

‘South Africa- ‘For its special (LG course for adults and

priests, held' January 14- 17,  the KOINONIA center used

~Mwith great effectiveness" -150 of the mtroductory folders
to vailable at’ the World -Sécretariat and -entitled.
For ‘he Life of the: World iee. The new assembly Tfall at
-the national eénter in Jpharmesburg,dedlcated Februaty . 17 L
) accommodates 400 peopls and ‘will be.a blg help for the ma-v T
. ‘ny foma’tlon progi-ams sﬁaged there. '

v

& aenberat»'-‘ n on the ques‘tlon .

‘ ‘suocess. To' auote one af the leaders~who took 'oar‘b Con-

tact '74 resulted in

- clearer ‘idea of! what 'She Church z.n Emgland needs, g

-~ & deeper u.nders ndmg of what cm has %o share, and

80 resolufinns - pu:i: more energy 111’60 CLM :ﬁ‘ormatlon‘
a.nd promo‘clon, i L

- -’a greatér ability to commlm:teate to others what CLM is
a,nd what it effers" :

_ Holland- The weekemi of mtroductmn to’ GLC (see V 'kg_ggess—_f',y.
To, Nov. 1973, p. 24) took place January 5-6 at Maarseen. . .

Ten lay people and ten Jesuits Fook yar’c. Fa’ther Paulussen

Exercises; ‘and the 'reflectv n, .
and Bucharistit celebrations b aved “I:he way :F:‘or fuz—ther de-i :
velopment. The team of 20 % ‘
"prepare mee*t::ngs an Exerelses. j

s

;’LATIN AMERTCA |

Argentina:- Start:.ng in late Sentez}zber,\;and* continuing
Sunday af‘-bernoon +ill mid-December, national leaders have
conduc‘bed a Tformation course “based . on ‘the Rome oene, bul
with some adaptations,in Buencs Alres Slxteen CLC leaders .
half of them. unlversrcy students and the rest adults ‘cookf
part, working for the most part in. two wellmixed grouns ..
The reports adds: "During the summer we will have the Spir -
- itual Exercises. ‘I.n March we will repeat ’che cmxrse for new '
groups.“ . : . .
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,l‘ﬁé}cléé' A recen't; no*be, though shor-b makes clear ‘that the"
: erderatlon is 8% work on a follow-up to Augsmrg and’ Rome* a
"We are planning formation courses like ‘bhat “of Rome. - For -

“this we need material, We would appreciate your sen&ing us-

what you have that you Judge sultable. By almaa.l Cif you

- can,t

NORTH AMEB.ICA

‘Canadat In the. line af Augsburg '73 Leunls Cen’cer ar-.
'ranged an exchange between adults and youth on . the: tom.c ‘
_ "Do you feel that your family llfe . whether as parents or

;chllclren, is favorable to your personal llheratlon and -
A»i:ha% of your ch:.ldren (or p&rents)‘?" ‘

Unrl:ed St&tes~ From a letter of. Archblshop Helder Camara*

(Brazil) to Betty Leone, Member of the World Fedemtlon
' COIH!’II:LSS:LOB on Liberation: "In a moment of great difficulty
; and seeing. so much’ despalr around ‘e, S it certa.:.nly was a
"sngn of God, an’ encouragement, to read the" message’ of “the.
U.S. delega’slon to the World Assembly of Christian Life
"'Comzmma.t:.es meetlng at Augsburg,as well as- the news: af the”
- Seminar,It all shows that in truth we can hope agamst all-
'"T;hope." - Rec:.fe January 22, 19‘?4. - - ‘

ASTA -

) Ind:La- A shori: 11ve—1n forma.tlon course for the . entlre Na B
'blonal E}xecutlve Counc:.l ‘plus some o’cher leaders was held‘

" . in connection with 'hhe January Executive meet:.ng in Ca,lcu‘c

tai... Two "gr 0D encounters" for young working people in .
Bombay in January, aimed especwlly at growth in self-

. awareness and in a commuhity sense, attracted about 25
Youth for each. ‘session. This goal was mch furthered by the

B ‘atmos;phere of" prayer, reflec“clon and qulet ho whn.ch the
) Eucharls-b each day "came as a wonéerful cln.max" : :

ega't es ’t;o Augsl ‘

Iﬁdonesm- Smce las*t sum,mer Indonesa.an

. burg have been busy comxmmlca'bmg to local groups ‘what -

they received in Aagsburg and. Rome., ,fhey ‘have ccntaoted ,
CLC units in Djakarta, Bandung, Semarang, Surabaja. and So« '
lo. A new group hag begun at Kediri. A new CLC. newssheet '
 INSPIRASI, keeps~ everyone “informed and furnlshes, as you

R guess fx-om the ’sl‘cle, 1nsnlration.
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