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EDITORIAL 

1973 will remain' for the Christi,an r.,ife C6nimunities 
a striking event. The Conrse of Home and the General Coui1;;..

• '. I . 

cilofAugsburg were -places ,where som~thing happened. Some 
thing that chaU:enges us p.erson.aJ.ly. Something . that makes 
usexpe:rience in an existential way . the world CQUl!!lUl').ity. 
Somethingtb.at makes us re.cognize togeth,er our connaon goal' 
an-d our patlito it. 

As we turn the last page' of the year's calendar, it 
wil1. not -b.e 'VYithout value to recall for ourselvea and to 
fix in OUT minds the:challensethat is. p17esentedby t11ese 
tiays,with which we must from noVi on confrOnt· our lives 
I3,ndth9se of our COtlllll!lnities, , i·f we do not wish the seed 
that has been sown to die through. contact with our, resis
'liahces or -t.obe smothered' by our fe!'l'r~and ourip.cum'bran
ces. 

For,it is indeed question of. a. real challenge--now, 
several weeks after, 'we .can see i teven more clearly-,
'~hicn lays hold of· us in all the dimensions of our b·e~ng. 
There, doubtless, ,is the first interro~tion with which we 
o1;1ght in the futUre to begin our periodic evaluations: to 
what degree do our faith and qur personal..love of Christ 

_enlighten and give g.ireetion to our entire life? To tend 
'toward identification with Christ--and to help each other 
al.ong-thepath that progreasively leads us th~re--thatis 
in;deedthe basic thrust' underlying all t~e concr.ete decis_"': 
ions adopted together. . 

This concern for fidelity to the .Love :ofGod.. incar
nate in the world led us to recognize the priorIty.goals 
before. which each one of U$ and our oolll!l'l'l.tO-itiesquestion. 
thelllselvas: in our local context, what is: the sp'~ci:tic 
a.ndconc~ete contributi9n.Qf my c01lll'llU!lity,ofeachof its 
members, to the lit;erationof all 'men? Our disce:rntnent t we 
said, must lead t:o t:!,ct±on,,_ 'it must' 1l1akeof -each· of llsan 
a:gent ·ofchange in t~earea of hi$:/!,tctivit~es ,liJ:IJ.st.en-, 
visage the. presert,ce of th'eChuTch .in the necessary .trans... 
f o1"'matiol:l'S ' 0,1. st~c'tUl'es. -This same .' sap.se of the ·Church 
has called ;Ot\:r- atten'ticon too. to the importance ·ofour par
tiCipating ;in ecumenical, effOrt$ •. 
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The reJ1l.sonfor o1ll;'existel?-ce !as! Christian Life Commun' 
ities;.we recognized,istoserve, wliiledl'8:wing oUr l;>a;sili' 
orientationfrQmthe dynamics, of the SpiritualExerc:ises 
and finding the support and stimulus for ,a .discerneda:nd 
vnified apostolic life ;in our union at the heart' of our 
communities •. ' ' . 

'On the eve ofl974, it is fit1;ing that we affirm our 
desire to move ahead 'on this clearlYperor,i:i.ved ~th. With, 
no other desire thEn that of working for, the birth of a 
more ~rotherlyworld.· With no '~~her inspiration thanth~' 
dynamism -of .our faith and -oo.r hope. With no other secret 
than that of' love~, 

'* '* * 
It is along this path that:l?ROGRESSIO will try to M,;..., 

/companyus throughout the new year, drawing on oUr concrete 
decisions ta-orieht'its them,es.Sowe will generally find 
in it a.l:l;introduction to themeditated Word of God; an aT
ticleonsome event' (Holy Year, 25th~iversary of ,the 
Declaration ,6f. the. ,Univers.al Rights' orman, ,Population 
yea.r .and other import~1; events); a series on "Liberation" 
:i,n:which we will publish accounts ofexperiencesfrom·dif.... 
'ferent continents--which eXperiences will befolloVied by 
an a,nalysis of the methodology used so as to help us in 
our discernment; a series of arti~lescine(lwnenism;others 

, on'the esseri:tial e+ements of formation inCLC; finally an 
eJt];)lorat±on in"depth"ofa. specific,Jneans, that 6fevalllat~ 
ion (or examen),' both personal andcollllll1,lll;ita.rian. Tn addit 
'ion,of course, hews about each other,andanyotherart!: 
ole or accOun1; Or presentation that might be -suggested by 
events. These various proJects,. as one sees,justify in
creasing the size of the review, which tOday becomes 28 
pages. 

* '* * 
May we,during th,eyear now beginning, wa.lktogether 

with the entire People Of God, stir hope'in all'whos1lffer 
and work to bring men together, knowing that the road lea~ 
.ing there goes bJrway of the sharing of our. riches, : the 
s:trv.ggle against oppression arid the solidarity ~ittenand 

.lived at the heart Of our lives. . ' '" 

Jos6GSELL 

4 

http:Univers.al
http:ities;.we


.CALl;. TO RECONOltIATIONAND RENEilA,L 

by liicholas. RIEMAN. crj 

.' 
All times are times of grace,i'orGo,d is. active iri all 

things and all E')vents.But e:x:istencet.akes place in time. 
4hdso Gonis call to us is clearer and' more pressing at 

. 'certain til:nes. 

For the ancient' Hebrews, such ,a time was the year of 
jubilee :"·10u will,de.cYare the fiftieth year, sacred and. }Jr2,. . 
claim the liberation of al,ltheinhabitants of the land. This 
is to be for you a jubi1cee year" (Leviticlis25-:l0) •.An 
portant feature of the year was that eyeryonerecovered 
cestrj;j;iproperty'hema.y have had to .sell,·andthatslaves 
were sat free. The Jerusalem:j3i'bleadds ina footl1:ote: "The 
Church has takE')h'the custom overahd given it SIliri.tualsili 
nif'icanceinthe per.iodical HOlY Year. II It was in1300~hat 
Pope nonifa<:uil VIII designated thefiz<st Holy Year, a practi.ce 
since. then .often.re.peated,usuaily at twenty-five year inter 
vals •. 

Snch Ii time o.fgrace for us is .the' coming year, desis: 
.	nated by Paul VI as a· "Year of Reconciliation and Henewalf ., 

a "Holy Year". In the Pope's own \'for.ds, "this year weInUst 
renewoUl'selvas ,refashion ourselves, reunite ourselves, 
blending our ;psychoJ,ogyando~educa;t:ion ~d 0lU" hea;rt.s 
#n;Ol'lder to !:lay, each oneof:ufl, t.o p.urs·elvea, tYes,J;<wa.nt 
tODeWhat:ttl,e Gospel calls ti)e tobe~, a newl'nt:l.n.',; anasQ
o1a1.;1;1, to:S'&'ek't~ 'scae tn those ar.ou.ngme only, b1'o;&hersand 

.. 'friends•u 

]!'ortb;.e. w0riawi:d1FGhu,rcb,theHoly Y-ear~n:l1b~ tha.t of 
.. :;r.'915~)Vh~¢h:~rk¢ ·a.notherq'\lart;e~....centuryi'·rom the 'Aate(by 

'.Po]lUJ.~ 'reQko:nd;rig}ol'tneeom:irig ·of'sal.vation .-cO'Ow;" worl.d . in . 
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", ",:perf3oIliof,~esua,cm-ist,.Wisely •Pope ''Paul has decided
the year.'snouidbegtnin,t11e' l,ocalecc~esialcolDl'D.Unities<al 

'ready,illl974, so" ,that' lJeconciliation and;-enewal will really, 
·.be a~$J;l':'root:s,p~oc~ss,building':gradUa.lly: towards a~ive!:. .. 
, l:lalexpressioI).of .it. ' 

". . . - . - . -. - . 
. - . 

,~t must franklybe,admittedthattl1e image that comes 
tOIIiindformanyWhen'heariP,gtlie term, "Holy Year"ishardly 
reasstiri!lgtcommercial promotion o:f.touri~m in connection ydth 
pilgrimages,an emphasis on indulgences that; seems to, appeal 
to se:t.f-interest, at best a stress on vocal prayer and indiv 
idualistic.piety .that seems to haye littlereleva,nce -both; 
great problems afflict,ingmanldndtoday•True ,suchan' image 

,fails to reflect the many positive aspects of bygbnejubilee ' 
years .. YEltitis an iIru'l;ge tha"j; may linger• 

.It isclearaSday~hat what ':paulVlhas in mind ,for the ' 
comingH61y Year issomElthingquite differelit, something 'IIlll;ch 
deeper. Over arid, over ag:ain, p,racti cally every time, that he ' 
speali;s,hekeeps repeating that the aim oftheYea,r of Reco!!. 
c.iliation ';.md ReneWal is exactly ,what those words f,mply:a 
fundamental change of heart ,one tliat will touch every co!:. 
ner of our lives,. Words sUch ,as lI:conv'ersionn f "aI).ew ,heart", 
,"reneWal of conscience.1I . "reconciliation with alII! keep re .." ,"'" ':... , 
.curring in 11is COll)!!ientEi. As he said when in ~ove.mber 

. 
he 6E. 

,.ened,the ,Year for the diocese of Rom,e, "Weneed to enter in 
.. :depth .into our ,consci!3no~, to' ~ve thesenseofoUX' $elves ••••• 

'We need, to be convinced that ,we can,:.and wesh01ild, dialogu.e 
\vith everyolle.... Wemu.s·t regenerat.eourwayof thinking 
a.ndlivinginthe!wbrld in which we live.. We must'reco!!, 
strucit a true Cbristian,conscfence. tI ' ." 

True enough,we s.:t'e. in-vitedin .this first phase of the' 
. IiQly:Year to visitiP- pi;Lgriniage the cathed~al of our local 

church, but itisai'c~m;mu:nity celebration" that is. there 
asked' f'Qr, . one t:ha;t'ref~ects the '1lliityof,ChTistians among 
themselves and with their bishbp,and'tM,t "represents the 

, c·ol'l.cluding· moment of an entire process ofspiritual rene
wal" • TrI1eenoufW" a, plenary indulgence for such a 'Visit is 
offered, but there is insistence tha1:thi/?'bs<viewed 'asan 

. expression of .that"mysteric>us solidarityl~g 'one with 
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the ·otherI1lembe~.s'~",~ •. alit'!iI,.,.giV~ •.. pa.1:tiQi~atj;on . in.. ,the 
graqe andl;!oirh:e mer!t sofP~~st" •. ,AndtneG'entralCommit 
tee 	for the Holy Year,appo.~edby pa\.tlv:j:to.'Priepareit:;' 
couldhardlybeclea,r~r when it goes-on 'to "say" ltUnp.erstQod· 
then is a specificcommij;ment to an i.ti1lel."'al'Yof et'fect:tve 
persona,land, commu:nityconv~rsi:on,ckra,oterized1)ylflye' 
.an:d 	by~eeonc;i.l.iS.tion with God an,d with ohetSbr~l1.e~ .. " , 

Principa:J-()'bjectives 

The principal'aimsof<,tlie 'Year ~ in 'the words of' 

Central Comnli.t:tee, incl1W.fH, 


l} 	IIContinua,l, recourse ,t,oChrist 'astne only 'saviour; 
Whom, comesf/1-verygrace, 'including ':that of conversion 
and of good actions. Stl?:engthen;ing of oll!'Po1Il!l)UlliQn. 

'Christ at the'level of personal consciousness. 

. , 

, 2} 	 Etnpl:;tas is on reConciliati:on wi tl1 God and 'at t;he s/fUlle 
time with one ' sbrotiners. , with the, Chris"Uan colIlll))ltlity 
and with allot' htUIia.nity., stress on the need tC)repair 
the ruptures that exi,st in this communion because 6fl?er 
snnal or 'social' fa1.uts. ,... 

3} 	 Sensitizingofourse+ves to the p:rO'ble1ll'of sin and c~m~ 
versitni, presented in lan~'suited t-o the modern men 
talityand takin'g .account:wherenee!ied .o£ the psycho::'. 
logical and SOCloJ..ogil;:al'aapects ·oftheproble,m.str-ess 
.On .the rOJ..eof . penance,. whether as . a Sacrament ora' 
PJ'actice,. in this pToc,e.ss, and 13.0 ..of 'its effectivro.'l-ess 
for unity and fprpeace. 

,4) 	RecalJ..ingofour mission and 'of .the duty 
to be prSli;lent, in . the. world j;n.every,field of' activi'ty.-.... 
family, 'professiona1,soc:,l;al, .political, 'c1l1tur9;l, .etc .. 
_as-builders Qt· unity.a:nd;ofpeace, 'fol1:.9wing'thegos
pe;t way -'ofbrothennooaMdo:ftpa;rdon, .and t~S'lat.i't'l;g 
intoactions,intoa-ooeptedvalu:esand: into institu1;-ions 
:the Chr:i..stiarispiI':it.of ,love. II 
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,.:311%'elY these> goals ,of.-!;heRolyYear~s s,et,forthby , 
th~ HolYFather-~alld as they have been Or ydll'beelabo..J 
:t'l3;t~d,bythedif't'erent nationalorreg10nalcon:f'erencesof 

,bisllO;pS__shbvJ.d, stir,in the ' hearts ,of Chri,stiall, Life ,Co~ 
,,' IllU.tlit,Ymembers ,specialresonance.Firstofcourse b~cause 
it is part of o~'C:LC vocation, to throb andfeeiwith the 

, ., 	 Church 'and,withwhat she has at heart.. But 'more than that, 
because the, theme of reconcil:iat,ionand: re~ewal as present 
ed by, the Churcliin ,the ,Holy Year so p:erfectly sta.1;esthe 
callufQurCLC vocation:~ , ' 

E1iouiJ,. has beEm ~aid of the· tmilst of the ,Holy 'Year 
t'o nlake clear·that , it is not "a call simpl!toXeconc;i.lia
tionw:i,th'G~dorsimplytoreconciliationwith" our fellow... ," 
fuen,lmt to both. ,Not a"oalloruy to, love God vt.tthalloUr, 
hearts, ',or a call only to loveou.rneighbor ourselves 
tin fact, either oneby', itself is itnpossible); ',but. 'to do 

.. both~A"call, to an integratedconversion,~ both personal 
and social.ls not this exact;lywhat 'our General Principles, 
askof,'t:lS) wImt, the ,Spiritual ExercifJes invite US to, what 
our, recent General Assembly ,developed ,asitstheme--that 
tprough'pet'sOilal andco:itlIlnll1ityconversionwe should be
Cbin~acommu:nity at the service' cif the liberation of' 

? 

It is a call to integrated living.tt is striking ,how 
often the two words l'personaP and "social" kee;pre'c'\:ttring , 
,in, the ,officialdocUlIlents,' on 'the HQly , Year. ",' For our life " 
'i~oIie 1if~, andallpfitmustbetouchedandtt-ansfpnne.o. 
by the leaven of Christ, whether 'it be ourindiv,idual prac 
tiee pfprayer and penanee, . our familyrelationlShips; ,our 
poliificaloptions. And our reSJ5onsetotheoaUo:fconver~· 
sion,wearetold,shouldbeintegratedinyetanother I1rcJ.Y. 
retleeting both the ge:nlJ,ine tradition of . the Church and· 
the psychologica.l8.hd sociologioal situa.tionoi:modern 

The Holy Yea.:t is, thfm,.a t,ime of grace,a period:' 
when we areca,llea, l1l0,re, insistently to re~o:nCill.'ation with 
both God and. our llrothe~s " torenewa,1 botit pe~sonally and 
.socially•. Or, as Paul V;r said ino:penih~theY~ar ;for the 

. diori.eseofRome 9 lilt is a question o"ffindingastyle of. 
liv:iJ;lg. ••• We must ,truly be rebo:rnin our hearts .. " 
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·. A ,CONCRErE .EXPEIllENCll: {)F A COatlNITY AT THE SERV;ICE ()ll' 

.' LIBERATION 
+-' " " 

. ' 
In the. course of this year we will .publi~h 

several exp.eriences Of ·act:l.vity in favor of ltb'i
eration. Tchese experiences .we have drawn fr9ll1. 
different oontinentl:!' .and diversesit;uations • 
.Each time J in a first article we' will;relatE.) .the. 
experience~ asa. Christi;a.n Life Community pre.;:. 
sents·itto us. In a second article ~ppearing.in 
the issue following, we will'analyze·the metho~ 
dolog'J involved,· tryingtopinp9int .:the ,process, 
follow-edand the. pos{tiv(:l and negative points to 
be found in it. This 'is ,done so as to help each 
other in our discernment,a,nd t.o contiritl!3.J,J:y re;'; 

.. e.all for usth(:l aims of ou;r action and the source 
on which it must draw.Othe:rwis-e' there might be 
danger 'of disfiguring the eye.ngelicaJ: wimess 
and 'the V'o<;la:tion of CLC. . 

The 'experience' wepubli·sh 't6~ i~ takenf:t!om' 
a countrywitha'dictatoI'ial :regime. Wo;rkin fav 
or of the oppressed is 'difficult there. These 
special difficulties. ;and an analysis 'of the sit'll 
ation have"led this community to ".take action in 
the form it describes.Other communities,inotlie;t' 
situations, will tend toward other discernnients. 
What is important i's that our faith in God and 
in man insert itself into conorete r~lity, fol
lowingip.thepath of Christ' as membe;t'~ of the 
Chui'c.h. ~(Editor'snote) 

We ,have been ,asked to relate some of the experienoe~ 
of ou;r Christian Life Copununityand its work in favor of 
liberation. It.wo'Q.l.d oevery eas:v: to present .one ·or'm,o;r.e 
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:"oonoHteexf.lJllples' of···ouraotiv'iiY• 
. 	 think, aVfS,y·toaommunicate:toyouolirwaYof1:ifein. 

situation, .to walk. the road togetherand.toenri,ch . each 
other withinthis>movemen1;of the Church. the CLCs, which 
represent for usa real forge of the Spi'rit. . 

'. But, alas," We cannot speak, toyou:m toO: precise a 
. way: we live in a situation 'of total rep~essi0tlt.ofeom
plete .lack of freedom•. To tell you· what· each community 
doescou:l.dbeveryriSky• This is .whyto() we cannotsigIi 
thisartiol~ with the llame of the Community which compo13ed 
it.· Takillgaecountof.thi~..,.r.Elma.I'k i . you will ,we believe, . 
understaridour situation.· The. firstCliristians .. sOmetimes 
'preselitedthemse;Lves . bef0:r'e' tribu.nalstoproclaim . their 
i'aith .' in • Christ and to oppose the· pa~laws .... At .other 
timesth~:vbid themselves. so E!.S to 'beabl~tovdtnessand 
COIllIIlunlcate to others this same I'a~th:.: At:PreSElllt, weP:re. 
fer, torema.inhidden so as to proal-aim 'our faith in the' 
daily struggle.againstop:press·ion~ 

II It is up to tl;le Christian .oommuni~ies. to analyze 
objectivity the. situation . whiqh.is:r>Z'oJ)er . to their. 

owncountTy1toshedon.it thelightoi'theGospel'snorms 
ofJ1,ldgmellt and directives for action from the . socillI 
teaching of the .Churchlt : (Letter of Paul'YltoCaTdinal Roy , 
4). 

The supremellorm()f di~cernlD.emt is lithe interior law 
ofloye which th~Spiri:t ~cribesinour,;neartslI. (Gi!neral. 
Principles 2h,This it :iswh±chaIIOVlS~stodiscernW'hai; 
in our. sooietyoppresses.mall" . 'rhis.>~sve:ry.dii'ficul.tfor 
us, .Sinc·eoilr', present society ami'gover:rxtneni;~e clQthed 
With, e;x:terior .:religiousfo~s~ndhavepresented:themselvel;l 
for years astha: quasi",,:ideal ,expression of ClWistianity.. 

The ~ffort~tdi,sCer.iln1erlt.in,our cODllIJUlli:t~es ..... crystal
lized.in a liberating judgment : oursoC±Erf;yil;l.domfnated 
bytlie interests of asmallnuinber,·andtl1:j.S,domillation is 
maintained by a:. continual repressi'onofanywhO . try toe~:-, 
press themselvt;!s, .to meet or to freElly ~ssOci~teforthe 
obtaining of any demand, however juet i'tbe. . 

Our assessment . now, . aft·era labo:rious disceI'l:iinent, 
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made in.the light of: the Gospel and, the doct~ine of, the " 
Ch'qrch~ rega:rcU1;tg th.erights of the person,' is clear: we 
live in asocial and. political situationil,i whj,ch the most" 
:elementary huJ:na.n, rights are continually-violated,; .it is 

. so ,evident that manyterinitfascist.Those who have lived 
through siID.i1ar situations in the 'pastwill understand what 
that means. With the added. aggravation that the. present re 
giniecalls' itselfCath6lic and.claims,·,in· the nlidst of its 
repressive laws, "t6 inspire'itself with the· teaching of 
the' Catholic Church". . 

Prophetic denunciation 
, ' . 

. For us, lito wor}r together with. the whole People of 
God for jlrogress'andpeace, justice' and charity, . Uberty 
and the ,dignity of all men" is oUr . liresponse to' the call 
of Christ 'from wi,thin the world in which we' liv.e llc.(PG'2

.and 3).' ," . . 

The minimum that one can do 'is to denounce any con..,. 
crete injustice. The preaching of the gospel message in
volves; as the: Synod of Bi~hops' affirms, , toilproclaim jus
tice ••• ,and to denounce the situatioliS of 'injustice when 
,the fUl1damerital rights of man and,-even his salvation·de- . 

. mand it il • 

This aspect of the evangelical mission is very urgent 
in ,our country" where tflhe legislation . considers as ~' 
IIcrinien , the exercise of the most basic human rights, pun
ishing it'with year-s'in prison. One must remember that in 
our 'countrY, anyc;>ne -at all can be 'arrested at any ,piace 
and'any time, and kept in cUf:\tody in the jails .of the goy 
ernment police fOT' up to . 3, days Withou.t t he intervention 
of any lawyer or judge;' thatanyone ' can .be' fined by·the 
governmental authorities, even' without proof or sentence 
and that not to. pay the fine ,means some months in prison: 
(there are few days. when at .least a hundred persons are 
not arrested and heavily fined, 'besides being faced with, 
.a charge of meeting illegally);., that numerous persons are 
condeli\nedto months, , years, ',even many years ill jail for 
so-called ",crmes" of ~eeting, association, propaganda, 
.strike·, .... 

This is ,why we regard it as an. unavoidable conse
quence of oUr cOlilIllitm!'lnt of faitllto make concrete jud~ 
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:men1is',about':thec,~j.tUai:L~n 'a.rl'dto 
ilElaTto v.s.·.·.as.· ·e:!.ea~iy~~ust..; . 

Thus, .f6rexample,we have recen:tlyde:no~oed tb,e 
.tria.lof 14 workersaocused -Of'assQciating,in workers" .oolli. 
mist:ltons, ,:and who were threatened witb.sel1tenc.es of. many 
years in p:r;-ison•. We·havepr9tested too ,the dismis$alof 
a group of workers (arbitrary dismissal is" legal ·inour 
oountry)forhaviligpartici~ted in a strike to secure 
their demands; s~veral. of them were held/incllsto.dy ~d ' 
~twohad a heavy firie im.posed.on them. We have. denounQed 
thesit~tion 'of some thousands -'of VlorkerS. in a particular 
s,ector,whose moet elementary rights as workers were not 
'recognized; se'V;e~l groups among,them: shut themselves up 
in 'churcheS to be,s.bletode.ma.ndtheii' rights ; it was for
bidden . them too.:lsousstheir ,problemi:ltogetheriand the po-· 
licepu:to'bstacJ,.es in the way oftheirconsultmga .lawyer. 
We have 'protested the situ:ati6n of priestscollfineg ,in 
prison and the it,lhuma.n conditions to whichpoliticalpris

'oners Eire subject to in several prisons., generally" far 
from tbeir bomes. 

Many .o.ther ChrfstieJi groups have also taken partin 
this gospel task 'of'denunciai;.ion.To protest. against the 
.situation·, of the priel3t prisoners, diffe.rent ',groups'.hav~ 
lockedthi:lmselves in churches and other places dependent 

.on.tlieCh-qrcll,· and .have·drawn: up at,a1;ements. 

Precisely: . in order',thatthe witness. of the ChurCh be 
more . striking lind. m.oreed':J;ecti ve , we work at coordinating 
the action of different CJri'istian groups, pa:r;-ish communi-.' 
t~esi etc. Thus the protest against ,a recemt tria.].· was the' 
result of ,common .action. We.bel:i.eve, tllatthis ...is a taSk 
pro·per to our commitment to theCh~ch. '.lu1d it·>·wasf:or us 
a novel Christian gesture to see ChrIstian cPll1!n'llnities.of 
<?ther countri.es Join us ... 

We have only ment.ioned some re.c.eIl,tex~plef\l. In ~eal"" 
i ty, . 'prophetic, denunciation 'is for us sornethlngoontihual 
because the rep:r;.essionis continual.. Our preachmgl;Uld our 
deeperundersta.tl:ding· of the .gospel ~essagegro\'lS withthe 
concrete situationsofinjustice.underwh±cnwe;sU!fer. 

Our responsibility is allthegreaters1nceChr:i,stian 
associations 'enjoy in our countz:ya.oerta.inpri"lilegedpo
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Eiition. That does not keep uS, . however, from heing su~ 
jected to a strict p6lioesurveillance••• 

LiberatiB6;action ' 

"It. is not enough to recall principles, state 1n1;'en
tions, point'to crying injustices and utter prophetic de
nuncia;t~ons; these words will lack real 'weight unl.essthey 

,are acc6mpanied for each individual bY'aliveli~r. aware
ne.ss' of personal responsibility and by effective action" 
(Letter of Paul,Vl to Cardinal. Roy, 48).• 

This active involvement, in" the struggle for justice 
is also delilandedby our faith in Christ: "to work for .the' 
reform: of structures ofsoC;iety, participa:tingiti' efforts 
to liberate the vic~ims of all forms- . of' ' discrimination" , 
"in 'aspirit of .service to establish justice and, peace 
among all men" (GP 7). 

This evangelical demand requires a furtb,er time of 
discernment in order to find the ways to act effective'ly, 
the means, t'o participate in- efforls' to liberate the most 
oppressed, the method of solidifying and strengthening ,our 
faith so that it can, face up to the risks. 

As to the. risks, we hard.1y neeato discern,> except, 
of'course, to "be wise as seri>ents ,i • During these . last 
mQnth.s, severa.l members of our communities ha,ve been !3-r
rested, . certain ones have been dismissed from their jobs, 
others ,nave been given heaVy,flnes ••• for having d,efended 
the most' elementaI'j': 'rights of" themselvesandtheir com.;. 
panions, for haying held meetings looked on as illegal••• 

, The paths to.eff'ective action are verycl'ear: assoc
iating and organizing all those who are working for Iibera 
tion, for experience shows, that noassoclation of anof'f\£: 
ial or governmental type can lead ,to liberation. The op";' 
tion is then clear even though it demands an ef'fort of' di~ 
ceTllJllent because of the difficulties which it brings wi th 
it. 

This is the reason why we continually attempt to dis
cern, personally and in community, adequate means for a 
solid f.ormation, .along with a pedagogy of the faith adapt
ed tod,1.fferent states and sitUations,and a pedagogy of a£. 
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t;iV~cgOml!1ij;l1l~nt"~Our~fn,i i.s, t,hl.t-l;"~ii'ch:li~rs'ori" 

s'wiie tliedefense '" o:('the:(midamerl'!;/3,l' rights ' 

cOllabOJ:'ate ,~actively 'so that ail "Will be abie exe:rciE!e 

those rights and mIT irifact exercise them. 


, . ~his;;pedagogyo:t ,the faith is develope(iwithin the' 
spei::dfic,framework of OLC , with particUlar insist,ence ,on, a 
oommuniiiy spirit' in living" 'the im!tation ,oi'Qh:ds't ,re
fiectionon a.nddeepeningof hisme$sageof"salvat:i;on~and 
Ej.Il,a~iistolicandmisfdonaryspirit , with a sense' of the 
Ch1ircn,as,:&h~ :Body ofChr1s1;,' inor(ier'tocontribute to 
i ts'buil(iing 'Up anq.' i tsex.1~~sion;. The commun:ity is not O!!. 
ly thepiac,E! where :faith inOhriE!t "and in"his,; p:resenceis , 
ex:;presse,da,.ndlived,' but the strength and ,the mutual help 
to.adVance. in the:s9riice of, one,,'s hrotheI'~th:rough. a pro- ' 
it'essiveliberation,' a'chieved thro~ghd~:t'ficui~ies 'and 
With risks; and ,with the community center\:ld in the Eucha"," ' 

as the sharing, o:t' all.of, life. 

The pedagogy' of, commitmen'i; developed by the, shap
,ing ofa,'co~ty 'coll,science, having, the ,goalo:f. penetra
tingourselves withthegaspel' vaiues.1;1:i8.ti we ,want to live 
and witliwhich we \'i&1tt,O WO:r;:'ll'l:ali ,1;~e .~6cial structul:'es'. 
This is ,done th:r'ough knpwledge a,nd anal.Yl?isof reality, 
through knowledge and ,discernmentof var;Lou~ liuIn'ah effarts., 

In practiCe thisf,o'I:Jll/ittionis,achie:Vedthrough cours'...; 

,es, illtensive oratinterva:).s,~involYing'6o:th theological 

formation and human anc:l ,socialfonnation. ThoSe,:areoUr 00 

je¢tives'.The re/3.1ity falls S omewba.t short of this beoause 


'of Our limits, and Our .mistakes. ' 


The Problem' of the Churoh 

The Church suf'ferseveryvyhere to\iay f~om an internal 
conVlilsion., We all are questioning ourse'lves 'as to' the 
true, demands of tlieGol:\p,el, as to 1l0Wto iive our faith t~ 
da,y .FTomallSidestiOI!l6 d:i;fferentand.:sometimes contradic " 

'tory answers and mode's , Of 'CllI.f:s'tianactivi'\;y. In om:. , coUn= 
try thiscQn:t;r.l;l.didti?h 'very acute: from a Qhurch sub
ject :to,the go:v:el1'ling power 'which su:pported it,' it is 
changing slowly ;:i.ntoa ,Churoh giyil'igvrl.tness to theradi
calityof :the 'gospelme.!:isage.' ' , 

Today thi,s O:nuroh', resolutely free,- "takes "position 
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each. day. more clearlyin.thie direction. The b,tshops them
selves take. this:approach.Recently a member oftbe hiera.~ 
clly gave a very 'courageous homily, defending .the right of 
meeting and of assoc.iatj,on anddenouncil'lg the 'latest ar": 
rests as lamentable. Other bishQPs .hi:l.,j-e. expressed their 
solidaritywithpnsoners, a.ndcertain ones have publiclY 
denoUnced the ,+se of torture •.• 

But a' .great part of the Church -in: ou,r comitry does 
not ta~e the riskOfspea'Klng oracting,.orfollo~ bliridl.y.; 
AsF6.ther dela Costa says: .' Itof"all the. wounds inflicted' 
bY. inju.stice :the most gr;i.evouSissurely this: inju.sti:oe 

·;if sUfficiently prolonged~' ~kesmen. f.orget wbatit 
be free; . aeprivesthem not :only of the ability to 
off their-chains, .bute'Venof the desir.etodd 
I>lement ~O~2" of Pz-ogr~seio, page .20Y. . . 

. We think that the Churchof'ChristshoUld<'be a.li-t,era. 
tingfor'cein' thewQrldand.tha.t it can be S(>" '9nly through 
o'i.tTeffe6tive aQtion'~ WereIliain±n.her, we lOVe hert ·.we 
~t herf'a:be to appear more and mOre: as a reflectio11 of 
the Saviour. Tbatis what we desire for .the Churchand 
that is what we seek to live in6ur communities. Insp~te 
of our. cowardice. and our' limit~tione, ·we.aff:j.nn in the 
name of our companions even more persecuted~that we .seek 
.	to' follow ~ist . seriously,. .' that,.' eVen if· our.wayofliv
irigour faith in Him ~has manyfattlt8;' vie hOPe :tooy'ercome 
them in the present concrete a:Q,d effective struggle against 
inhuman oppression. 

Brothers in the' fa:i.th: when you' strive to implement 
the demands.oisOCial. or political commitment, remember 
that' if·for you it isa matter of efforts·made at the .cos..t 
of individual: eomfQrt, for .usitis ',a matter of ag;ra:ve 
risk..' We say this toyot1:.not as your superiors nor as your 
iD.feriorsbu.tasmembers. of the same Church•. \Ve wish to 

. share with you our. risk and we ask. you to share with ~s 
what you can, . t~t you help. us in all the ways .that the 
Spirit will inspire~ ., 

Let us live in. Christ the struggle for liberation. 

From underground, we gr'eet you¢th joy, £.or we be.... 
Have in the Resurrection. 
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APROPOS OF '.aN ANNIVERSARY, 
. A BI~ OF HISTORY... . 

.TwentY,..fiveyears· ago 
·ElPpeared • 
the Aposto1ic constitution 
:aIS SAECULAR! 

!>y tOuisPAULUSSllli,s. j. 

When Roland Calcat oomes to Rome, we always go to .the 
t.omo .of Pius.xII in st. :Peters. ' Not with~'\lt reaepn.This 
pope hasbeen-....in a period ofoppos:ition,dec1ine~and dev
iations--the'greatest promotei' pf our movement •. Onse]li;em
"bel' 27 , 1948 he gave usBrs Saeculari, that marked the ..'be,... 

'c' ginning ofa new pe:d.,odof01,U' CLC history •. A p~riod,of re 
novation. ," .' . . -

, ' , 

Fr.. Emile ViUaret,S.J... ,divides our hil'ltory .intO' 
t~ee pe:riods': 1540-1773,fri:>lilthe foundation of.theSocie 
i;y ofJeeustillhersuppressl:on; 1773-1948,fromthe sllP= 
'pres,siontilltheConst.itut:lonBissaeculari; :~fter 1948, ' 
the third, period. . . . 

. ' 

First. Period: 1540-1773' 

Fro:m'tbeirve~ origiri:s tMJesuits started small 
groups of ,a.dultlIle:ii, whO helped 'them ' intheir-oastora1 
w6rh 'EVidently they were formed in.the spiri.tbfIgnat
ius. Thesegrchxpshad differentna.mes, ···wt'.allofthem are 
rightly considered as' the earlytpre!'l:ecel:ioorsof our ;CLC. 
In 15631"1' • Leti:nis founded., thefi:r$t group for. young peo;.. 
ple,stud.ents of the>Jes'\lit College in Rome, '.aEuropean . 
formation·center.·In the first Rule.s (1574),.the ,Preamble 
says .that these norms ai'e .the.result .·of'colim!ondelibera... 
tion a.ndthat i;heaim is "unii;y of life" , integrating all 
dimensions of hurnatl-Clu>isi;iangrowth..Tltey ealled them.;. 
selves 'iCongregatio1l1ariana" (CM) :,lIsil1c.e it is the custom 
to recbnimend such groups ,to aheavenl.ypatron,.'I'IlJ:9se:game 
1s.a1so taken, . we choose ourLai(iy of the '.Ani;).unCiation, 
whom .we :pa:rticular1y venerate" .. The'reasofifor tp,is >.s:pecial 



a.£,;f'ecti'On is lneni;:iioned in the same Preamble.' 11; was the ~t.! 
tIe of thecol.lege chure!!:. 

" . 
. " Within twenty·year~themovement· had spread .all()Ver 
,the wo;t:'ld,.l:n the 'llakeofthe Jesu,its. The total number in 

this.i!leriod:". 2500 groups, ". almost ex.ciusivelymale, since 
only after 1751 were woments groups allo~ed.Allthese were 
affiliated to the first group of JlOme {"Prima.~al'J"< 
Only Jesuits eould be the groups tspintua11e~d$I' (ea.l;Led 
~the FatlleI'''}.The. spirit, nourishedbytl:!.el:xe~cises,was 
dy,namic,the !Jensa..0fcollllll1m1ty very stroM, - ~he activ;i.;;y 
enOnilOus. 

On.:ruly 21, .1773,. OlementXIV suppressed 'the Jesuit 
order. But theOMh8.dto go onwithou,t' them! From now on 
all pries1;scould be w~t was la.terto becalle!i 11 director" ~ 

.S~cond·Period: 1773-1948 

It "Y()uld. have been a. miracle if 'inaJ:w groups had not "16st 
their identity. The change of spiritual gUides was 1;ooCiras 
tic, too sudden. No wondetthatthisperiod is inmany~yii' 
the opposite of the first one. Thiswa$r especially truei:p. 
the late 19th and.. the . 20th cen~ ';In.these yeliLl's JDal':IiY' bish 
opswanted the em as their parish association, too often 
only to roster a rather ihdividl:lB.listic piety. stilli.more 
unfortunate ivas the . fact .tha:t" numerOus .youth associations 
"organized" OM, or even iml?osedit:from above, . frequently 
hav;i.ng as their principal aim protecting their members 
fr"om' evil. The fast .growth of "these" years wa.sunna,tural, 
and a deadly dangerfor -the authenticspirit. Morethan 
80,000 groups were <tffiliated in these yea~s, very-often. 
without referenoe to J:gnatian"spirituality•. After there:;;
iioration of the Society , the Jesuits \tereagain charge.d 
with CM, but the '. true spirit did 2lotalWays. return with" 
them.No need to say it,here and thereexc!311ent groupsdld. 
wonderful work. And also the many grOUps existing almost' 
eve~here did- some good. But as i3.wb.ole the ,mov'Sment h<td 
lost the original spirit. 

'.. The Socie,tyof Jesus,awareofller respo:risibility, 
convened a meeting of Jesuit experts in Rome (1922) - to 
stuQ,y the sad situation. A lICentral Secretar:l..ate ,i was 
fOunded~- Its task wasext:remely' !iif'ficult, not to say im':" 
possible. How to reform a world movement withoutauthori
ty(onl'Y5% of the·groups were Jesuit), . without effective 

,... 17 

http:hav;i.ng


"-" . 
,.,- -,,-) - -:--' 

.,,1#$@~,~,.•.••• Y4t~out~.:t~$, ·.¢OOllel'ati~ll,of.;;.·q$**~ie;d,1;~yp~O~le., 
. ,.·.• Ydj;lio~t,pe~ent'cc:)Il.t;l.ct·.witlt the'Pase,:without'l!:noWledge' 
..' Of',t~ene,Uo~lcOridj;t~ons?Neverth~less.it'sts,rted ,/!rid 

iiNati'One,lSecret.ariat,esll. • o:f't11.e '. saxnetYPe . followed .cAll 
'thesQ o:t:ficesworked, v,eryhar9:and 'not,wit:p.out .c.onc:petere ' 

S'\1.1-ts••' $oo'ks, .. pa.m.phlets;ma.gazj,nea, . Pl91:ltings and o1;her
iI1ean$ .wereall()pted~An:interrlational, review .(Acies ,Ordina;" 

::t~"rep,eceaso:r'.of:P:ro~essio), ." was)le.gun, some national 
!edff;-at:ions,weN formed.yet weneed,edlll.oi-e.A~oveall, a' 
~dne'Wchallenge,a spark of inspiratio~. AI's,dical 1'e
(birtl1 oJa;qt'hen-tcici~Y. '. 

,Pius ,XII, knowing .frome:xpenence·lgnatiB.ri spiri1nlal'" 
. ityand, theor.i~anl force of. t11e CIil,fo:tlowed?vith mter
. est ,all tliese'efforts and' did his utmost'tosupport.thelXt 

withi·all'kind;s of allocutions,let"tei'.I3,anci otheI'pro(}fs .of 
.his.:pre'dilectio1'l fa:r't11.is' fOrJnof0hl:'istiatlliying.Final
. ly he' .clecidedtqdosomethin.gextraordi:r;ia.ry: .toprociailna 
new,statute for the . wholeOhul"ch.;aisSaecula.~i . 'was 1;11.e 
synthesisafal:lhis' tea.c,h~. ' .. Itcame.asareal,explos
iQl1'O Tl1eIQa.~nreasOnof:.thiS 'shock-~:f'f,ect ~$thes~lemri 

·afffrma.ttont}mt the OM ''~". 'tui1't>1J;ti3t8lft1:i!lg .a.x1d,particUlar 
:fo;pn<>fCathoHcActiWini~hu.s 'pu+lilil~doym~a, flOlid'. ,system 
'of un;l.f.ormistic, thlnkingoP,t11.e\layapos1;olate,,'Inp,oiIlg 
tbislieopenecl the. way foral}ewaal,d pluralisticevolu.ti¢l. ' 

:eu~e.ll,tliis .. '. now;pastand·leSSil1teresting.Much 
llI.oreimpori8.l1talreother ,~spects .' of the . document " important 

, alsotoday~ .. We'lfitmtionO'nly'tm-ee: '. the;cha.ll~nging call 
for reno,vation and :reform~ .,t;necJ:ar~fdcati"'n()f .their:t~, 
the,~r:iQri:t;ygiventotheS.Pft'itua:;t,Exeroises oflgna.tiu$. 

:t'orR~newal 

:rhemost .interestitigthingwl1:i.c11'." the Oonstitution 
achieved was .1lofacei;he .•·Churoh of, .. 1948Wi:t'h .a,stil'pris~ 

·new.pict~e ofadisda5"ned,lUi~tie:r$t-pOaJ;l.ndabl.1sed!aSsOC 
"iation., . Fo!'/manymembers iil, wa,s ..?-•• 'ttefilen~ou:s'ch'l:lll~~e . for- . 
fid~li1ly 'tioan(jl.d .id~l~ . a';p:r;E!e;sing·cfil~.i'oJt',r:e:rO~'t;f9: 

.•'tti1condiiriO~ISe~ice:.,.. ,SPm.ejiti;ng't1f·••t,h~ .~~ll,o:f,Yhe.··~er;.,. 
IUi+':l';ingin·1:.Fie·FJx~Tc$~~S.~· .... ·\'nlat.. :'i~pre:j:la:e,dInQs;t:.--'s .,notsQ 

"nl\lCl"t•.tl1elong.list .·.Qf;$~a<t~JIi~nts,·•.• but.re.-t11.e,i'··' •.,tne,.Ill9'\t~t 
inv;i:\:;i~ ·t.onti 'of t-Jie'Q'6nst:!l1!'II1tion:'~1'3 's~ili'h, .t~e· ;.i,JJ1~yt.:9:f 
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tlie whole •...SUchdo.cuments can ,be read 1n. many ways. Know"::' . 
ing the backgrQund, thecontex"b, and especially the person 
who wrote it, you find ,~,"~" spark~ ,the:~eed,ofnew 
life,hidden,u.nd~rj;hectirial style and thejuridica.~ 
i::erms."· The ]?ope praises a,11 that could be.Praised, you: 
teel hisconf.idence/h.f,s affection,his·love. ltmakies. oiie 
re,st1ess. and it pushed irresistibly to the great Quest1bn 
of the Exerci~es=a.ndnow, . wha.:tdoesGod ~t·us:todo>'? 

Afirst'answerca~e troman 1nterna.tional:;Jesuitmeet 
.:!.ng (Rome, 1950). A respectful. answer. TOO. 9.ui~t.Noten= 
ougnnew thinking. No ' 'revolution, after . the., explosion•. 
st;ra.ngelY" enoU&h,"Bissaecwari, 'ceri;ail1ly meant ·:a;.s,astim 
ulusto new. dev:e:i:c)pjnent, ,was at tiDies uEledas ..fln .arguinenf 
.blockingf~hergro\Vt:h.( "TheConstitut1.onsay;S~tli!:irt n9th 
ing may be changed!'!) :We badlyneededmoreeffectivi' 
stru.ctures, . permanentcotnliJ.tUlication .,mtb, the' baere"cooPe:r!!. 
tion.with ,responsible people on'. the.nati.onalleve;I., b~tt.Elt' 
I'1l1es • Pius XI! !'Iaw·i:t. He, . the man who in~ieted contitl\ll:l.l 
lyon thetirg,ehcy of, activityon.the i11terna.tiQnalleveJ,-, 
he' the Pope 'of· 'the Woridcon.g.resses t,o:rthe ,Laj;ty,Who 

'. told, us ,thS~,' on.' this ever .smallereartl1a' new~te:rnati6n-:
al coinmunitywas in formation. . When he receive1i thep:ro j",,: 
ect· for ,a World Fede~tiofi'ofCM,' he was so enthusiastic 
that he prOmisedspontaneo1lSly',' to write another,.o,ooument 
to approve the Federation. So peo,id'} on July 2,. J.953 , the 
date of the ;foundS1tion.ofOiU'World:Feder;ati()n.'I~,~e trtj.e 
tliat BisSaeculari did not foreaeesucha FederEttion. BUt, 
-it is anatur.al cons,equence. Theqlle!'ltion1 ,iWn8:t does<tod 
want ustodo?"does riotmak.e senseunlesaweare able to 
~o something. This implies .~hatwe· are·united-~andnot on~ 
,ly spiri'i;ually:"'-in a permanent vvs.'!f • This means World· Fede~ 
rati,on:a oOricrete pos.s;i.:biiity for deliberation and action 
on'tneworld.iev:el. 

. . 

CM.ist in the' Center 

After the publication ofBis saeculari all those ,elld
less dispussions on our . -identity became, silent •. The new 
image of ,the 011'1 was clear, much clearer than in any other 

. document of -1;hepast. As in the Exercises the' whole, spir
ituality is centered on Christ. As in the Rules of the 

-:first group in 1574,. the aim is ·the. ChriStian life in its 
f:Ulitessand. ip. all its dimelisions. All are invited "to 
grow gently to a high level in the life- of the'Spirit, 

- 19 

http:anatur.al
http:1nterna.ti


" 	 ' 
~ - . 

'eVep.'tQc$a,n¢td;'Il¥.+~II~Al:I.1JleI;m.S~re' oonpeJl:t;r$t'edon the 
"pe:d,es:t~dwp.9tLlaliea'l"tea" fo);1orl1.:ng ofChrfst". , 

$'Q,ch language,' !Jl,1shedthe yoUng;Worl9,Fe,de;ration to 
the next· step :<:,li:ewcOnimon ~es,..Du.ringt.h,emassCotJ.gress', 
at;N~~r~ (1959), we,~d ~ infomal, meeting, i,nJvhicha;Ll 
,presl?11ta~eeatllatwe~dtostartjmrn:ed:i:ately~' A: WO?1d
w;i.dec()Ils;u.lta:j;ion with-all na.tiQl1l:Ll ,cente:rsbega,n.ObV'iollf3· 
lywe' ha,d" to .wait, WItH' the ,'end ,Of the insp!ripgEcwneni= 

"cal'emmcil of Vatican II " befor:ewec;Quldpropo~e,a f';inal 
versiQn~New~xpressionshad tobe'f0'Ui1.d for the senS,eof 
the, Church, ',t;heloveofOur t.ady, asmUc'h: aspossiple;in 
ham:onyWi:J;hthelatest Cliu,r"oihCl.'ocw:aents." In 19B7th~new 
"Genera';l 'Principles ll 'w~re approV'ed" ,a, new name-Christian' 
L;ifeCommunity--adopted. ,A'w~r'ldmoVe!D.entwas'repo~ ina. ' 
yrorla' conimiUlity~Thisbecameevidentespeciaily ;in Au,gs.., 

<	'J:n::l.l:'g 1973. Here too 'lais 'SaecUlari wasnotliL'bs~t. 'The 
theme of the Ass,elJ!.ply,"the 'liberation of'allmel'1" ,Wasin 
strict harmo~wi1:h: another of itsdireeti~s:'"Among the 
primaryaim$ are to pe l"eckonedany and all,for.:tnsofapos:"" 
tolate, especially the socia1ap~sto.1at~lI. , Thl;! name for 
"social apostolate" 'in ,1973 is: libe:ra.tion,. ' 

~i()rityof tAt; S;Pirit:ua.l~~;r.ptses, 

Therets another ,reason, toO b:e,gratefu];!;the absolu.t e 
prioritygivent()the,Ex;erci$e~ofl~~,iue.' They are list 
ed,tlu:mb&r' one;tn. tl1e<eltUlnerationo;f:thameansof CLG,in 
BisSaecu,lati~ "All,tho.se interestedund'e~stoOdwhat it,· 
llleant: '~ifwe wa.nttol:i.ye'whatweare,wehave to go to the 
source and drink' Sj;udytoO;,wtabQve,a:ll <<:iriri.kin,g, simPlY 
livingt,he 'e~er!iell'ceofthe:!)!,wllheirt;ic::E;;itel'lci9'es'~ ,Lool,1:ing' 
at,thepr9gressofthe last:years, w.e:K;nQ\q tllaj;:it.comes 
,'fron't thtr·jJ~ctice ,ofthelo.ngerretreats. :The~ewe find 
'enthusiasm for0~istand 'for hi,s. ideaJ.:,tij:e ,lib~ration of 
aU men.> There we growcons1;ant1.y in faith and; love • , 

Otleofthe most s1;rikings:tat.ementsotthe General 
,CounciJ.whichin ];967 fo~ate4" t.he General,' Pri;n'Ciples 'is 
the one on theEke~cis:esin N°.4. lt~ill.bef'()reverthe 
'gu~FB.nteef,or the further development of QU1"Christia;n 
Life ,Col)iIl:qtiiiti.es,Wlleflnaldocumen"lof' AU~~rg1973 con-,' 

'firmed :lt ,'Very '$'trongly; "The,:Ete,rCises>are, ,:th"e priorj,ty 
of prioI,:'it ie,s II ..A:~:in:J3:.is Slie,c~a.riwas 'l'lres~p;jt! ' 
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PERSONALEVALUMION THROUGH A DAILY REVIEW 

by,Vin~e~o 'lNSO~, s.j. 

ItThiswayof iife oo,mmitstn:e,c'andida~e 
to.; •• discer,nmentbymeansof a.d~ill" 
reView (if 'one's ,life••• '" f GP11) 

This "sp.iritual exercise li is not limited t~ Christian 
itybutbelongs, to all r~ligions!" Typioalof"the. religioita 
man .is,introspeotion~ A;!.~ with' introspeotion, retnorsef?r 
faults comznitted, ths wi11to be~ ~ga.::fu,attention'tb the 
differeritmoinents of One' !,'rlife .' ' 

In. the, Old Testament eValuation ,has an is!,ort#:t' 
place. ' This appears frpll1 the amdety, o;f Adam, after Pis 
fault, from the repentance of ,:David under thelashiri.g 
words ,of Nat~ (nyou are .that nian", 2 Kings;!.2:7)and 
from th~ tormented soliloquy of JOb. Itithe New Testament 
John the Baptist p'roclaimstheneed to 'faoe ,up to one's 
ownoonsoience (Lk3il...;.14) and Jesus ,throu.gb.the Beati~ 
tudes .and the Se~ohon th:eMount, invites us ,to a profound 
reView of life and. conduCit. Paul; in hi's Fi.rst Lettet', to 
:the COrinthians, s~ys clearly: "Let a ma:n examine hiInseli, 
8.l'I.donly thEm' eat. of' the bread, 'and drink of tl:ie~up~ •For 
imyonewho eats and d,rinks ' without discerning the bodj, 
eats and drinks condel:I!nation upon himself" (11:28":29) -i ' 

The' evaluatiQrlis made, befQre the Lord, before his 
crO$s (lithe whole qI'owd gathered to 'sli!)e the sight , 'when 
they saw what had.ta.~en,l?lace, went back home striking 
ti:teir breasts", .Lk 23:48).", st. Peter~', att~eendof his 
first disoourse, made "in a l,oud voice", exh~rts his hear.
ers to a trueex8.IJl.ination 

-, 
o'fconscienoe. (Acts 2: 22-23);... ', '"-. -' .' . 

The examination of conscience is to be' found then, 
in all Christian literature and asceticism up to the pres~ 
ent. But 'it takes a definite turn in the SpiritualEJcerci..;; 

'ses of St. Ig:natius, where it receives a new f orniulation, 
destined to. assure a wide and permanent diffusion. 
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'Thellg¢n.e~:~aminatd;Q~ . ..:O(In.scj;',~~:e!~",*.!3.1ong'· 'W;i,t,h 
the"dailYpEl.ctic.'llil;;a:r$t~en~La.n~t~e ."tg~~~l.CPn1~I3~.~~nu 
--ho;J.dan.i;mpoX!tliIDt plaaeintne.textof:ths' ]&ercis:es: 
it cioIlles 'immediatelya:f'tertJn:econsidera:t:Lon of the":J?rin~ 

,.ciple' ~dfti!ln{il!1;tion"':and befbt'etne lIexercisea'tproj;ll!!rly 
'so.Ca1:led,·(32",,44J~Infive points~' at. Ignatius lets the. 

s c:ruTex~d th:I'Q:Ughathank~givJ.nG,makes. itc'ep:sciou;sot 
ita~de;f'~c,ts, . lifts it up to'a level of generosity ,renews 
itthI'ou,gh love •. 

tl1e l'ltepFlsuggssted .bylgna,tius!·· l)'~give 
ourLordtor~the fayors:receivea"'y that is. 

r~c·ogn:iz.ethe gi'fts';given; .2 )uasltfor.graceto kn,OWIllY 
'sinsandto rid: myselfoftll,efu",.· lightthue:foresoasto 
r1s'e'abO'lfetheworld ;of liesan.d,<of eontagioninwhioh 'we 
live; 3) examine oneself by· reviewing,one"s, own activ~.ty 

. "'one houraftera;nQther,or by determined lleriOds'·...."..r.eeall 
irig tliereifore ;our seeFst th~htsand our acti.onsi:rithe 
sight of .the; 'L.o;r'9..; 4)' ''';askpardon 'Of .. Godour.Lordi'oz<.IllY 
fa:ultsll' placingout'Sel"Ves.'inthetj:'u;th at the. root, of oUX' .. 
being, .thereWll.eretheFat~e:t:'j:udJges . insecret;5}"re.... 

. sOlve toa,mend with,the~qeeof'f.fMn, the wiU to.begin' 
anev'l. And 'finish·with the ~}i'ather... ., . 

, A suita'blemethod:foranyone.A..wayto.)q:e.pone.self 
Ualert, and, Vtatchinglt, • one' sla;tttp,~lways' .• ~eady. .' st~ , • .!gna

.tius. ml3.de·frequE;jilt use '. the examen, of eonsci'enqe andere!, 
om:r:o:andeo.±tstronglY. He i$ right,: tne.eValu:El:t:ionis· a 
fo'rmbf~pra-yei', tJie\first~dm:6$t element6rY J'meiihou of 

. :prfl;yer' (EDtcaz.cis,;e,s, '238-248) and .. mffers •... tO~he .simp1e-st . 
,pers.ons thepo'ssibiiity oIconVe:l'sing' ,"Iith Gbd~ .. . . . ..' ...... . I 

The practice of the evaiua:t:i;-ol'l,as we said, .. spread 
wio,elyiloday. u.naer.$11tiple ·.fQTllls.,,.personal, andc()~itar·. 
i?ll(rev1sionol'11.fe.). Itis'pest,ltIade ;at, hi~t.• O:r"p has 
aly,rayslo-oked P:t'tit,'f':roltl the v8!Vbeginn;ing, as an e1£e
mentoftheformat1ori.;of it$~nleml:fe~.· Here .l:i)an be'men
tionea.th:e ..1,1 s:oaaJ,iila,tisof' h.'Francis' CO::l1;9r 
(157:0),· ,t1;lejH.v.iYi~·'''of Fr•..Francis 
Vel:!on, {tiege, . F'p~pav'Ol'leofN!:l.pie'S~ 

TheehurC!~';ha;6;al~:r$ 


't>~I.t,'" 


http:i?ll(rev1sionol'11.fe
http:activ~.ty


I'!nalting ,aprplolJ.€;ede~am.eA' ,~:f conscience at .~ 
" t;iJne fl. ' 

Of course,objections,agai1:lst '1;his, 
cise"', 'have not peen la;ckirfg•. TLiey, comeirollltho!3~who ,do 
'notagree;With Umethods ll ofprayer',)_ook~g¢n1;p.elIl~s a. 
t'einon one t stree'$;dvance: toward God., ai'raqtioniz~:():f 
the unity .of the ·spirituallii"e.No,t>'Ii.Q,lllention,. the $'J;h'El,.. 
maticalaspect of t;he ;pal't1cu.ta;rexamenrmd. the, \lIe~cesS:ivell 
attention. :placed on., oneself t9-th~ .. detr;f;r,o:ent.otaben:don... 
ment .inGod~ ,'The Chi'ist1an today find1Jspec:LaI: di;ff.ic~tY 
in theide,a of thech,al"t:nientioned in, ,the plan~: .. 

Tothe~e. !lif£ioulties~swers hayenot bee:n lacking., 
T;he secret of the effectiveness .0fiiheexEiJnination 'of con... 
science lies, .as witheveqthing, .• in :1ts wis8,"se'. "!l;ti~ 
a ,quElstionofa path, an approach, away to go to GQ~. 
The observations we Will make will. perl).aps .provide.til.e . 
best response to these hesitations ,about the.pract$.ce~ 

, lJlheevaluation is' a way of a~s~ing re'~J)on~iPility, 
ofdisposingonel;3elf better for the Spirit I s ,actf.~m, t.o 
pr()gressin.. a t;ru.e smd gIV.dual conversi.on and to organize 
tlnels own lif£:prudently with a v::i,ew to one's .moral ,and 
spiritual growth. 

"Every method ofml:amir,dng oneselfll (Exercises i) . is 
the basic idea ofSt.. t~tius at thebegipning of the Elr':'" 
ercises ;for arriving at a life .in flUl co:n:f.o~itywitl).tl;te 
action of Godmus.,lt is a means todd oUrselves6fthe 
ref'useof the heart ,. to purify ourselves.. ~tbottom, i tis 
an act alive 'in God~ whichconnnitsus '\;0 the wa::r o£ humi:!-,.. 
ity and introduceS us to·an. authentf.c contemplation, . :to,,: 
it makes one "seek- God in 'all things II • 

, Man needs to know himself', t o blush· at. his own,mise:t:'Y 
and to aspire to a ,strong Christianlii:'e. The entire spir
ituai.life hi:tlgesonthe graces we rec'Elive and ourOVin co!!, 

'duct (Exercises 18). It is not- a matter ofturn$ngm on 
ourselves, rut of looking at ourselves in God. It is not 
a minute inq1.:lest ending in an unhappy realization of oUr 
guilt and arousing an energetic reaction of o~ w:i.ll.:Rat!!. 
er"it is to -see ~d. 'to will in God, beyond the iJ.lusions. 
and the feelings tllat hold sway in u.s. The evaluation is 
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just fer a<~eepen~dawal'enessof,etn;I3~J;vera, b1;tt' .' 
SCtl181;' ()ur:senses . and . out", . spirit 'willl'est·purifiec1·in 

'. gra,ce, .s(1as to remOve the intimate and root' o'bir?i;aole that 
is the '.causeofov.r.mis:ery...-sin--and b;r-ing.:us i{()asi;nc;er~' 
0.O.nf~sl'lion'; .Paithkee:r;>B us Aerit to' .this,makes, usanElw:er 
this.call, prodEl us to, conv~rsion, removes Qurgu.iltand 
~kea uS adher,e "teChrist,:ent:er~g :i.ntq· the . IllYstery· of 
hisdeat·h 'and resurrectiO.n.·.·· . 

Thee-valuation 'tea-che's .u,s..to ,fore~ee, t O.m~ke 
:i,one vvithptudenee; .to. will<with:patienCe·andg$ne~~Qa1,tv. 
It' is a help to pray, to...:reJ7l8.:in 'faithful and tO~dva'n9;. 

,st. Igr>~t~us ;prO.;!'osesfive !?O.tnts,. .futt-here,oan ••oe 
thre¢points. ors.eyen, that isnO.tYlh.at, eount~. '({hat ma:\;":' 
tersislltb:~consciousness of 'oneself in God" (St. Teiesa 
of Iiisie-u:x) ,WlJ,atJ!lat"f;ers is 'tOchangellbitterness'into 
~weetnt;ssH ..•,(St •.·.·:I¥lpb:onseR~ri.guelZ,.)an.dthe '.convi.qt.ionc;.on 
ta.illeel in the <t'eplyofPhrist to~ul: nlilY grace is ellOugh 
:for:you.; my power develops t~oughw~aknesa!l{2bor·1~:7...9). 
Tb:eo"bstacle~make the pewer ofGedintls'shineo1:1t~~h!;!fic1) 

·:proacJ::tu.sedshotw.dbenet~igidand m:i:nutef,()l:'nro,;L~,' bUt 
siln;p~e and i'lexii,'ble ones,;thatal1O.w Ged. 'towo:vkin USa:nd. 
-u.s to act inGed~ 

Evaluation is ap.3:th to ~isce~..mel'lt. st. Ignat'ius 
offers it ;':0 gua'rd the experience made in the E;:{ercises; a 
review tl1.esense of theele.ction orrefO.rm of' life, to 
giye more O.f a~ ha:ndleto the Spirit ,after the'inevita'ble 
daily deficiencies. The p:urfficationinvolved creates. a. 
neW dO.qili ty to' grace .and changes obstacle-s in;l;o . a .gro.wth 
in. love and in.freedorri. 

The evaluation .'. ,linkeda,lso to spi;ritualdiaTog 
withGO.dand wit'honeta1Jl"O.tht;rs,f~r ." is~,solidlneans 
toadvancein<O.1U"S:Pir:i1iU~1d:isPop.:i1J;ili'ty . (ayaiil;ibnity)~ 
It.. ·;i.snot .a.dry anJ?ly:s,is.'bu1i. a,."lopening·to;t):-{e··touoh . .of 
'GOd, theJl0wertt;5dttscern ·~etter.:t:he·a.o~:li'On~fgw'ace and 
to' ,c6rrespondw±ih.it" 

f;lpme s'l{~ge~;l't,ions
eael). day_ . 
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. . . 
'- Examine ,first 'of all ;one 's probleml;lOQnc~x1Ungprayer: 

Ohoieeoi' time for "it., fideUty to it ,d:l.tfiouities ~ 
fru~t; ',what prayer wo:rks "be~t :f'o;-me, what;f'orm ,is tor me 
more congenial,eto.· " 

- 2hen evaluate' what 'W;$ can call ,the "oliIna.te o·ftb.e 
day": 'net'Vous or restless or distracted; . joy..:or Peace of 

. heart: oraplea.santstate ,of soul; 'lev,e1 .or.llib:<ift" ofmy' 
.' hab;l..t;ual tho:u.ghtsf the "cJl,:rVell of the day'S ups', and.downs.; 

eto. 
. . . 

- 'Fina1,ly;.evai~':Jje 'the· problems,:the concerns, the com: 
initmen:t.s that abso~befLme all day long, ' discern whatpri
ority theyhad;'no1;ethings I 'failed ',;tQdo an'd defioien

, cies.itt oOnfrOnting trouble{3 and problems, initiativ~s 'aJ?d 
tlduti.es tl • 

In this way.,· the evaluation can be a wayo'f recogniz
ing,the gifts received, of oomprehending better the tl:"llth 
al;!out' ourselves, orbeginn:l:ng again with renewed strength 

,.the journ~ toWaro God and one's brothers. Above all,ttls 
a wa.y to speak to the Father' lIin ~ecretll (Matt 6: 6), to 
say to Him...-as st. A'lIgU$tinesuggests--what I am:.·"Tell 
God what ;tou are! If. 

* '* 

'* 
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C'L C EC .HOE S .fr~m. around WOR L. D••••• 

CONTINENTAL INIT IATIVES .. ' 

The meeting o.1'.the Gen~ral Council 0.1', AugsP,":t:g gave 
rise to. informaJgath~rings bstween :d.elegateS, ·.01' the 
.sameco.nti:n.ent •.Thespontaneityo.ftheseraeetings re
·flect.ed a widespread deJSire, iihatofwtensifyingcom 

.munic.ation and mutual helP.betweel:;l.qoutli;;ri~:S'.1.inke<r 
geographically.Five ']llonths l:a.t'er,VfesEl'e;a;p'pearing 
the firl;3tsignso.i' eo.ncertedcontinental.efforts., {)r~ 
for Euro.pe. , .the continuation 0.1' .·a largers'cale .0.1' 
jQintactio.n in effect since 1969. .'. 

In LAT IN.A1ilERICA 
-----~---------- .. 

. Replying to. the desires expre.ssed ··bW. Latin-AmEll'ican.dele
gates, Jo.s6 Anto.ni:oEsquivel, ctJ,ar.ged·· by ,the Execu.tive 
Co.uncil with furthering relatio.ns andinfo.::f'l1latio.nwithLa! 
'in America ,selltout a questionnaire to. the national l.ead":' 
era 0.1' the continent. Its. aim is to. gather the ideas and 
preferences o.f' all the coU.n.tries on the subjE!ct . of iih,eor
ganizatio.n 0.1' a co.ntinental formation sessio.n. . 

A series of questions .will furnish material for. cOnclus..,. 
ions as totl1e'timelinesS of. this· propo.sal,. the 'clloice of 
participants, the content and methodst.ope· ~Jfi:ployed;In 
addition, they o.ffersome suggestions 0..1' means that might 
strengthen c:om.'nunication between ta:t.in,""All1el~ica:n CLe.s. 

In ASIA 

The meeting of Asian· delegates atAugsb'urgendedwitl1 sev
eralpractical conclusions dElsi~ed:to;f.orm .the "ASIAl'f 
LINX".The first o.f these was thEldesignartton.of ..aconti
nenta.l coordinator i11.+he person QfJoe Hanal;)inghe. (Sri 
La.n.1re:) and a coordinator for each country so. as ·to as 
surEl the .. relationshipbetween the work and.activities o'I 
his country and the m1.ltual·aidforeaeenatthe·c6ntinemtal 
level. The national coordinators are ~ . forChina.,;.;TaiWanj 
ISt:.\bella.Ting; Hong I{o:ng, Axrthony Cheung; "lndia,/lnthony 
Martyris; Indonesia;. Frans Bonang; Japan, yori~um::iWatana... 
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,bl:!;Le'ba.noh,. Fo-gad'Saya.h; Philippineil, Marte Vinzons; 'Sri 
Lanka, DOminic Philips; V,ietnBnl,Fathe;r.:TacqueaDo-Minh':'Ly. 

We have 'just; ;received' the .first letter addressed to the 
:natiQ~l coordinators,laying the groundwork :for a periodi.c
bulletin. ' . ' , 

In EOROPE-----......... 


3 FormatiOi1Coursesasa.FoiJ.ow~uptothat, of ,Rome 

The presidents and, ecclesiastical,assistantsof ,the, nation 
B;l' federations of Eu.rope " decided" in ',. theirmeetillg in' Me.:
a,ridatPentecost1973, to' organize fonnation sessions by 
iinguil:l'PicreiP-ons,fo11owing·,and takitlg as their model ~he 
internatiorialsession :of Rome.Tbree. pre:paratoryteams h.B.ve 
be,en set up for this, with a coordinating team to assure 
thj;l unity of the three sessions and the adaptation needed, 
and to , . a!,!sistthe, preparatory teams .: ,,!I!hese courses.will 
take place: ,..' 

in English langua.geat TeipO'\lth (Engl~ndJ, 
25 to. Augu.st 11, . '. .,.,. . " 

- in German, a.t~esSanOIJ.e ,( rtaly), from Augu.stl .to ~B, 
- in French, at saint....Flour (France), ,from August ?-lO, 

with different possibilities to make the Exercises be~ 
forehand. 

Formation Session onLiberation , 

O:pento members ofnati"onal,:work "groups onq~stionsof 'lib 
eration,. thissessionwiU' be' held at TouloUse, (France) 
from AUgIlst, 18-25,1974. " 

Its 'goaiisexpress~d in t;he following text,:elaboratedby 
the European eLC, Wo~k Group on "Liberat'ion and Development": 

','starting from an exchange of concrete .experiences at 
the serVice of 'the cause .Of liberation, we attetapt to 
arrive at a,common'understanding of,liberat~on. 

We analyze criticallythetn,ethodsutilized in ·effect
ing this service. 

We 'try to search out to what degree 'our methods and 
the service rende-red have been channels 0:£ the love of 
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christ, f'or'.aiI,menl1ll'ldhowcthe, '~enH_ot'the, CLews,. 
ofli~:iuls beenex)it-eased ihrou8h' 'them. 

Th~Sre$:~l!!4'Ch~ltc)w.dsh~ U;S, the~s.biwhioo" ,the 
aLes Of E\n'opecaubest,make' useoftheir'S}1ecial ',:cha£ 
actenstics:to.prpinote. Ij;'ber,a1;:ion. " 

For,ou;- £de:nds~.oi the.eon;lii»$ltt of AmICA ·.anrC~GASCAR 
~ " ( -1 ( ~ 

'We ,cal~'a:ttentcj;on'to ,the;O:r~_t:iOll of: ~;SEGINNERS· 
ccnmsE, 'in DlN~, offering a GENERAL smCI()o.;EOONOMIC 
F91iMA'rION,. !rhisis, a CbrrSS;PQnSl!nce 'Course, ,,' .draWnup ~n 
Afri(:a fer Af'r,i,can, cotintries" It trea'tsbO:tli. ef'ec~Onomic 
a:$peC'ts~,andof thehistQricf!U"so~j'ological, ,1l91itical and 

. (!ul."tul'al. ,aspects' of the ,development", t1f',Af'rica. ,1t,PI'esents 
a Vi1ro Qi the 'e1isell1.ble .Qf~v.eloj,ment . problems.

",. ' ,-' , 

Tl'1is co~se is, spread :'Ove%- ,8' ,;2.....year 'pel'io.~. . Th.elie;,,:elof' 
studi'&s ~einanj!oed ,uithatofthe comJ>l;etion,of s~conaary 
1f3'chooil. ,He~er; ~didates'with01lt', the 'schO'$!5CS'tl:c1Jevel 
reqU;i,ll'fid,but ,who. " exercisilprof.essionalresll<.)nsibilities 
in,thes~Ccio.oi~i.U)n'6mic cfieldwiJ.lfbeal~QWed·1'i9 re/p:stcer,· 
af't.er~Jt~tfonof. 1rhEtir·:candidacy.· 

Pa.r .n intor.lnatiDn,t;lddrecas: _D1SS...FO~'.r'tON, B...P. ,BOOB, 
A'BIDJAN(IvCll'y: goast) •.~ , 
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