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ROME FORMATION SEMINAR (JULY'lS-AUGUST 2~ 197J) 

8 Days of the Spiritual ~ercises, 7 days. of Course 

In the begilming... the earth was barren and empty • 
The Spirit of God hovered over'the waterS. It we.sa little 
like that all bega.n,thatmorning of July 27 t 1973, atVil 
la Cavalletti. We did not know, whatwe.s in store for us:
Bu.t 'each of .the 110 participants, . come from, 31 countries 
for thl.sformation course,hadjust finished.an exper:tence 
of the personally-guided Spiritual Exercises, 4uring 8 days. 

. This' Exercises experience formed the first ~ of' the S~!! 
·inar. For 8 days,in complete silence and a profound c:)..11D.
ate of recollection.,. each one had meditated the different 
steps of the life 01' Ch:tiBt and there confronted· his own 
life, had antere'd into this .dynamic which is the .bis1s.0f 

'the way ~f life', ,the style of living, of ctC. ' 

'.I,'he Spirit 'hovex;ed 'then over this as yet . confused 
mass 'of pert'}onswlio, for. the first time, tr~ed to coJlllm;1Ili

· cate·in several la.ngw;!.ges • But. very quickly,. lig1:lt was 
· made.. People separa:ted into;small ·la.ngqage . groups ··orsix 
, each,to discover themselveB in depth. . Which is ,"the rel:'tl 
· me4'? Not so :mUch. IllY natural temperament but. that 1lnderly
ing, deep personl;l.lity.that shClws .itselfwhenCliristgi'v.e.s 
us ourt;rue~e, as He did ,t(j Simon, . son of Jolin, when,He 
said" nyou shall ),ecal;led Peter". Then. already Witba 
certa±ntrust in each crther,we gathered in the big confcir 
ene-e ball to hear the introduction of .themasterarChitect 

.·of this course~.Hildegard Ehrt~. We ai-.e llot lie;re,' . She 
tells us, to listen to experts, nor to engage in group ·dJr.... 
namics, . but to Uve an experience with ,a precise goal and 
content: ' the way of life of Christian J.ife ,Communities. :It 
is' not sClmethirig base,d onkn(jwledge or on lawS,butonthe 
personal resources ofeach:one" . resources often buried 
deep .inside oneself,but whieh show themselves 'wh~nwe:~:" 
.te,r into·an authentic rdationehip in a. contfrir;tof fai"\ili. 
lh the afternoon it ie RQland CaJ..oat, o'l1rinternationa.l. 
presi4ent who, with enthueiasm; .' sketches ,the Fofne (If a 
:Chrl.stian Life Coll1t!ll.1l:).itl: its f'undamenta1.,a.ttitu!ie ie one 
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ofan immense de!3ire to serve God and men, 11YOO out in 
community, in asolidarityti\at reaches out to .include the 

.' :entire world. ·rinall;i,in .la.ngu.a.ge ..assemblies,gathe:rings 
that were midway 'betwaEinthesm.allgroups and tlle general 
assembly, each onepresentedhimselfbj" means of an oI'igi!!, 
.al poster he ]:).ad.made .from cut-up magazines. At the end. of 
the day,' it wasevalua:ced: GodsawthM it was good•. And 
Father Paulussen, with' ~ humor and delicacy that gained 
all hearts , underJ.,med the high points that had been lived 
togeth\:lr an(l introduced the theme of tomorrow. There was 
evening !":l.nd mor.ning;the. first day. 

SaturQ,ay'was devoted to the basic theme: awareness of 
realit1. .EveTithillg b.egins with that. The real 1sf!.ot just 
what .onecan see. touch. measure.' Look at Jonas in the 
whale's belly (which. we did. in silence, before a mosts~ 
gestive s:ketch of this). His refusal of reality f of that 
great.world of Niniveand of God's call, made him withdraw 
even to the womb of the sea. But· before long his accept 
a.nce made him stand upright,at the service of that salva= 
tionthatGod wills for all men. Jonas is a very eloquent 
symbolic image, in which each one sees himself in his own 
fashion: if you live in the real, .in that which exists in 
you, 'in others and in the wide world, " it may well be. that 
you are not fax'from God. If'on the contrary you flee 'from 
reality, out off'ear or illusion orniggardliness,you .are 
turned back upon yourself,and soon reduced toa state of 
fetus. So this Saturday morning we underwent several exer
cisescapable of opening. us. to reality: Zen meditation, 
a :metaphoI' exercise, . picture-meditation, . sharing .of tile 
Word of God, non-verbal (tOlllIDl.Uli:cat i on. •• The afternoon was 
spent evaluating these experiences with a V'iew tee their 
Use in our respective federations. This day whetted our 
appetite. It was good, tasty, suggestive.. And God seemed 
to think so too. it was evening and morning; the second 
day. . 

God said~ let every living thing grow, according to 
its species. This reality to which we were opening our
selves,itis notsomethingi'ixed, static, . definitive. st. 
Irenaeus,' in the 2nd century~expressed i tinarvelously: 
"First, man hll;dto'be made; and once made,he had to grow; 
and o11c.e grown,;;o' reach adulthood; .and having reached ad
ulthood, to develop; haVing developed, togt'owstronger; 
having been strengthened, to beglorified;a.naonce~ori.. 
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fied, ;;0 see his' Lord. If'F~therAlex Lefrt:lnk, . in hiSJlres~ 
entation,' awakened us to this .Personalg3,"owthprQCess:. our 
own salvation h1st<>ry, . the history of the in'!;egration of 
all oUr, natura~ energies in;to the reality of Christ~ ·This 
transformation of our whole beiDgdown, to its roots has 
its logic..Itis that which St. Ignatius in the Exercises 
de.velopS ..irlfour weeks~ <making olear,withh:l.s spiritual 
geiiius, the ;un±versal·lawofal1Chri·~tian groWth. 'It 
sup:posesdisce_ent~' ili order' to discover how .the Holy 

.Spirit ,ililiiseli' is at work; in the inte:t'ior world" ofouremo . 
t,ions,ourfeel1ngS.It allUres our 1ib~r:ty, and' J!l8{;!;netize;' 
itinthedirectio:p. of God, so. that insto;m or intimedf 
calm, we ,find the direction indicated by our'icientificajii()%l 
with . {}br1st,. Wha.tisthenthehi$tory of my own spiri~l 
growth? Wetned to become aware of'this by sharing our ,ex . 
periencein .smaUgroups.Iit the' aftetnoon we examj,ned the 
speo:ific· 'mElane t;ha.t,CLC. proposes . for :f'ur1;he:r:'ing, this 
growth'; ,Scrtptural,meditation, the .Spiri1;ual ExerCises, 
dail,yevaluation,.. flpiritual gliide,etc••• .A:p.dGod saw tbat 
alltl:li's was good. It was evening ana. morning; thethird 
liay. '. . 

Mob-day it was time to go into COmmunitylife.': how. 
does.···. a ... SPOU!? 'of.. Cbr1stiansdevelop in'!;o a Christian LEi' 
OoJlllllWiitt? Father:BenSimopened our mftuls1:othe differ~ 
entphases':""o:ften gone through without kJioWing' it-in. the 
grow:lihofag,;.9UP. In the interaction of a: groUp, thillgs 
take place at two levels, contentandproc,ess. Infact1ihe 
develOpm\:lntof a grOuP ·isinfluenced more by the pro¢es'S 
'tlian'by,thecontent 'of' the exchanges•. It1s.1mporta.nt to 
situatee.twhat point thegrou.pis in its groVith(pre';'con.,. 

.' fidenc'ephase, . criSiS, 'mutual acceptanoe ofeacllothei
wnile ;recognizing differences. There too, a pnlct1cale~-:
erc1sewasprC)Posed," .' one that many:. will long remember . be... 
·eauseof 1ts spititua.limpact: the evaluation' of our .de;., 
:gree ofiIilltua.l . cori:f1dence,withintliegrouIl·. .Already-we 
could ~eel that these sixperso~s, gathered in this small.· 
room at Vtlla,Gayalletti,on this M'onday.July.30, were be.... 
c~.a true comm:unity~ . Th-ere .wa.sre:flection on possibl-e 
appl1eationsof t:his exercise1,n oUrC:Ountrles. Then. a . 
:J.OOkba.ck Qve::rthe day." It was ev~ing: IiUldmorning;' the 
fourth day. .. . 

Tuesday.v.ra.s giVen to stressi.n:gthe most. 'clit;l.ra.cteri$'

·tto >asiPe~· of' 0ltt',sptritualfty:iiec1sion....mak1i1"g. To find 
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• the :tight deCii?ion, at cthe, I'ight 1IlOImmt, .. in 9ne'c!?perSQrial 
· life as in. thEI l:if~ 'ofthe group, .thatmeanst.ocpUt to· 
wOI'k·thiS e'ssential element .oflibertyblr whioh we'. open 

.oUrselves to the(a.ctionof.(fod and become Hiscollabora';' 
tars. The wor.d llfindtl was well chOsen t.o suggest that we 
do ,not take such a decisi.onalone but that God. inspires 
us,.'by means of event~,' tbrougllthe.help of others, with 
the love thatc..omes from on higb..Themorningts exposere
'called' for us theoonditione of any"spiI'itual,ldeCision.: . 
interior liberty, discernment,' qonfirmati.on.Du;r:i,ngthe 
day,we practiseq. the applying of disoernment ,to.a decis'",,: 
ion by a sort .of revision of life .j,n. grOUp.' In this, a!. 
tel' choosing an event that had been vividly expenenced 
by'one; Of us,. we triE;ld through. that persontswitnessand 
his' presentation·of the event ,to listen to God,to discern' 
fiis call in this,. and to respond by 0l,lX' readiness to be- . 
come "agents of t~s:forma.t;i.onll •. As usual, ±nihe evening 

·Father Paulusser,r .brougllt .before our minds 'all· the good 
things 0 f .the' day and ma:de the transition. It was evening 
and ,morning; th.e·fifth'day. 

Having gotten' thu$ far inthi$, account, . I ask myr~ea
ders to notice that this modest description might seem, 
justthe.reverseof the Genesis account, to. diminish 
tlleimportanceof each day·sstep. 'At l:east, they should 
be aware' that .astheweek went on, ·atiuiet enthusiasm 
was in fact groWiligamong all the 1'SrliCipants~ Sohere 
we are atWednesQ.ay, devoted 1;0. the. mission .of ,ctc. 
That morningwe.wen:t; to see the Pope, atCastelgandQlfo, 
to receive from him confirmation of that mission.•. The at... 
tention that he gave· to ourgroup,whichwasseatedinthe 
places, and then to elach ofthep.ersons. in the:fronii.:toVl, 
filled us withl1. true Ohristianjoy,that of.reeogn1~illg 
ourselves,< there a.;nong.manY .other. delegati.on$, as. tru.e 
members of. the Church. It was. easy then, af'terwards,t() 
listen to the f.i3'Ill!Ulrl,cintervent.ion ofJod Gsell,: : what 

· is .our growth,. as persons and . asc.ommuni ties. .' for? The . 
g.oal envisioned is that we become'ever:freer .d:nstl"l.itnents 
at theservice.of the libe:rati.on.ofallmen,thatwebe
c.ome. skilledart;'l3answho WOrk with Christ and. acc.ording 
t.o His view.s•. And Jose, thanks to~ he;r v.ocation o.f i'gl.obe
trotter" f Was able· to make c.ome alive thee;nQtmoushuma.n 
problems of .our w.orld. We c~.ot stay in our. c.omer. Our 
mis.sion is, . like that . .of. Christ, toheJ,pmenbybecoming 
.one. with them. Oncem.ore,·wemade an exerCise, in the 
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.ot si~, .... to seehQwwe ·.~01,1.1d*e~ct..;m.'the' con1:lrete· 
8ituationot'acountry,u$il1gthe .c~$emeilio:d..I:1twa.'S. eve;;., 
n~. and morning;,. the' s:i..x.tn day... '... 

, .: 1-. " . ' 

. Thus wa.$ abhieve~l.,nottb,e l:):eav~and the ,earth and . 
alltheira;rra.y, :.for the I,ord. God lladseen to that before' 
we began to breathe; but a sort of fOuhaa.tion;v~e~, VlM.cli 
&n1ighte:nedour minds and ltiflam;ed OUr hea.rts., We real
ized, with modesty and pride, the sWlll r()lethat beionged 
to ':Us, men and'womi:lncreated' il1 the image of God; in work... 
:i:ng with Jesus and' hi~ Fa.ther f or the develoPment· of this' 
vast world. We became aware 'of theoriginalandspe.cial 

, vocation ·that is OUI'I{, of the' Way of life of our communi
ties•. Father RiEuna.n, last but not least, -helped tistore-, 
capitulate, on the seventh.,day,; all the work completed, 
byas13es'Sillgthevocation of 'cl:;C:' aperman~nt ; and. growing 
gift of self,'1ive.d il1 a triple relationshi~:de1illitive. 
gift ,of self to GOd; . a commitment'toawayof. Hfe, that 
of Chr:ist, as set 'forth.in the GeneralPr:il::i.c:iples;and ad:'" 
hasion.. :to a cotrmlunity.. It is forea,ch dna to see how his 
own personal .cal1allows.' h1In to ideritifyh:1mselflittle 'by 
.1itt1ewith tlrls.voca/tion,; even to on:e day' seetilg:himself, . 
·aiong with other 6ompanions~' committed' arid' aonseara'ted'for 
the nO,$siQnofs.ervicetomen.. 

What to say in conclUsion? JUst a word on what struck . 
me most., the, pedagogy of this oourse: to propose, to expe!. 
ience,toevalua.te.· To p:r;<>poseL the clear' and ,simpl.e pril!., 

..entation in,the 'morning, deve16ping,'the 'master thrust•. To 
experience:. the Putting' to work: of the theme setfo;"th, 
praotioedby each grOUp•...T.oEivalua.te: lookingback.~ both 
iIidiv:i,.dually a.n:das a gouP,on.what:had taken place..Ozie. 
sees 'tbat the key to this pedagOgy is to bring ,it 'aboui: 
,that "someth:Lng bappehS" :. ~not talks, . hotreter~ces·~.bu.t, 
a spiritual even;t. m the group. It is then Cinec .can:' ;jl;(O:ge 
tbat the Holy S;Pir±~is aetlng,azid erea.1;es B.new.OI:t.link ... 
ing these· " eventsII with each' other" one can: discern a 
thrlist, a direction, that leads somewhere.... Th,at is the 
whole~rt of cOllducting a course.. 'r~ are due to' those 
responsible for thiscour$e forhavillt invited us' to live 
wbat may be calledt;"UegrOliPI1~Ipiri~l.1ilX~:tioises" • For. 
it 'is indeed there·tbat we will redj;scover "oUr wayot 
life" ineLe and the Itdynamic ll of O,ur' vooa.:tion•. 

-Claude FLiPe:, S ;,,T,": . 
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QUE1IGNYis a name Yfl1i.Oh i61;1:o1; impossd.-.,le to loca.te 
on the map of' Fnlnce i~one (with or without glasses) .pa';' 
tientlytrac,es 'tlle.ro,a.d$ 'leading to Dd.;jo;t)." Ohe oi'France's 
I'ichestculturalp;:t:i.es.anda flou.z1~ center of Bur
gimdy. N~ither11i3it impOssible. t-e rea~ll ~u~tigny. Itis 
pretty acce.si1;>lebY car or 'wtrahorbf any other de
sired means of ,travel.OOminga lottgway from 12 diff~rent 
countries (A,ustria., Ger,many., ,Roll.and,Hong Kong, India, In 
dcmes,ia, Japan; !,JebElnon, Pei'\l,.Philippines, Souj;h Africa:
zambia), 58 YOllt:qCLCmembers:f'ound t~ir way to Quetigny 
one fine summer day in A1igI1st. 

, AlthOllgb. someof'the Quetigny-1;>ound travelers hardly 
sle~t the night bef'oreh'lhcihwas ,the last night of "Augs
burg~13},' they had to get out of bed at .Leitershot'en as 
early,as six th,e'nextmorn1ngPriday, AugIlstlO, to catch 
the 8:00AMtrall,l for DiJon••.ID.notimea-t all, 17Augs.... 
1;nlrg-13 delegates arrived at 'the Augsburg train station 
'where. they were joined" by 16'(;ei'm~ Youth CLCmembers and 
an Au.strianFntnciscan s.cholastic.All together, they b~~ 
e.d .thetrainwh:i,cp. pul'led right 'of'f on the dot. Everyone 
andeveryth1;n.gweI'eall.a'board -o:r:.rather . almost every
thing except. Fatll,er Sidney.D'.Souza 's sUitcase which was 
accidentally left behinainLe~tershofen. 

Ascorudbeexpected from a gathering, of youth ,(of 
all ages), there 'was fun! 'Despi!l;e theinconven:l.ences, of 
hauling he~vy baggage' 'and of c~ing trains 'I;,wQ t:l:nles , 
des}i>i-ye the sweltering summer neat and the exp~nsiveeold 
drinlq;, there ~salwaysreason for laUghing,s~ng, en 
joying. At Dijon, the group. ms welcomed by Fat:tlerHerman= 
Jozef l<:reutler (Gennariy) , who, ,took charge of the organiza
tional side. of the yo'\.\th mee1;ing, artdby theSou;th Af~ican 
delegates who :flew'fromA,ugsl;lurgto.Paris early"tlle same 
morn:1ng.. The last stre·toll of. the tI:rip was a thirty...m:i.:nute 
bus ride to Quetigny.'1'he~e_s· hardly any diff'ic')llty in 
finding the .right bus ahd ataroimd six in the evening, 
Q1l1~tiBny became .a visible :re~;Lity ... a s~:ll, .quaint ,plea.
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santviliag:e- and ,no lO:rlgerjust aI!licroscopic dot on t~e 
map. For Fra.nsBonang (Indonesia.), however,Qu4tignybeoame 
almost unreachable". Frans, . who doesn't speak French and. 
~s onhis.. fi~t trip ~9 France, got separated from the' 
group in Dij.onand went .through a harrowirig search of .13.1
most three hourS :for Qu'tigliy. Indeed, not only' em. t'c:ases 
could. be acc;i.dentaly leftbehind~ .•• _ . 

Fr.ans' sa:fearrlval certinly provided.aepecial reason 
for thallksgiving during the Mass celebrated shortly after 

.all .the hungry travelers ( some'. of whom came by car) . had 
recei".ed their bodily nourishment (French. style ! h A short . 
Plenaryeession followed during which Helene Mtlller(Ger":' 
lIlanY) . brieflyo1;1t1ined the whereabouts 'of the" meeting 
w~ich :was to last until .Wednesday, August 15. As stated in, 
theinfo:rmation sheet sent to .the :ParticipantS beforehand t 

this internationalmeettng ·of Youth CLC members.aimed to 
provide the possillility .for moTe extensive sharing ~ong 
the· different delegations~ for deepening. the ~xperiencein 
Rome and in Augsburg and finding"itespecial significa~ce' 

.. 	 for the Youth eLC; .. for a. dialogu.~. witli' the parti~i.Pa.ting 
members of the WF Executive Council, .and for a Visit .to 
Taiz'. The Meetillg had two parts, the visi.t. to Taid (Au
gustn"':12) atldthe meeting proper at QutStigny . (August 1~-
15)" The general course of .the meeting was pattem~dafter 
that of the General Assembly., therefore ,alsO - including 
the basic elements. of daily meditation, the Et1charlst, 
evaluation ·of the day,'and preparation of' meditation 
pOints for thf;l next day.. Eaoh" day had Ii theme which _the 
participants "lived" tli%'ough personal reflection and .su~ 
sequentshe.rillg and exchange 'in permanent sub-groups de~ 
termin~d ihadvance accorq.ing tola.nguage· (English' or 
French). Almost' all the participan-tshad . a good. working • 
knowledge Of EogJ.ish and. this minimized the· need fol:" tran! 
latJ.on tQ a degree... Helenets intl:"oduct:Lon was supplemented 
by -some technical instru,etions .given by Fathel:"Kreutler 
who.se organizati()nalstaff made up .of .the Polletysisters 
(G~rmany) -Maria, Elfrieda and Paula .... adeptlyturneCl the 
meetl,ng plac.ein Qu'tigny (an_ agricultural school'with· do£. 
mitQries) into a cozy hoine away frolll.home. After a'll had. 
beeris.aidand Clone, the participants' were' ~couraged togo 
to bed.

Enthusiasm filled the. air the following day.' ·Equipped 
td.th appetite...whetting information about the Ta:i:z' pheno;nt...:; 
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ellon,giYen~YTiIn~thy:51l1it~{sin1thc~fric~1.~~~?'cli~c~ele_ 
bration·of the EU,cll.8.i'is1;· ';;he'g!I~p cboai'd'$d .. 'Enlsf"r 
'. " ., . .'. ...'. ..... ... . ..... ...... .'. 	 .

the ride o1'abou,tOl;ie-h'lmQre'd ldlomet~·to~e:~~~.. This 

tiine, spe,cial prepal1tionary:measure$w&ret$.kento.~m-e 

:that 'everythirig ...•a:na.•. ev.e:ryone. were'aboEl.rd - 'eve~bing.pl1lS 

guitars, goodsingil:lg voices, ',gooc;t jokes,gdOdlIwnor't .•er.tid 

GQd'sblessings. . . 


Wha.t read.11ymeets the eye in Taiztf'arethe' e;:i.ant 
tents-sOllie 30 or 40. ofthelh -pitchedoneoeside .the 
other~onW±de, sprawling liI'Ounds•. Somewhere. in -:the middle 
of ,this. is the .church,the point .of conve:rgenee1'or '. the 
thousandso1'.·people .who .visit Taiztf.. The···evenillg prayers 
{recited. daily by' the brothers ·ofTaize) 'on Sa~y,a.nd 

. theSim:daylVIass, both held in the chUrch forme.d part of 
the Ta.izt$experience of the CLe visitors. Added to1;his 
were the 'series ..ofdialogUElsw1thsomeof, the 'brothers, 
the short IIprivate audience" 'W:lthBrptner Roger '.schUtz 
(1'ounderandpresent superi-oro1' the, Taizfooll!limtrl.iiy, now 
made up o1'abo-~t '73 br.others Cif various creeds) ,the 60n
versationswith·someo1'.theyoung peoplepartief1?9-t~in 
thepreparation:oI' theYouthcoun:cilin 1974; theovenlight 
IIsleep" in. a crude barrack-like roonl:forthewomena.ndin 
a no...bedtent:for the lheniandperna,pe themef'~ s.ight and 
sound.of·the place' itself.'" , 

. Sunday evening found the' group back at. Qulti:gny. 
Though:feel1ng nota littleexliausted, thegroupbeoame 
still: :merrier because it beca.melarger,Whatvdth tbenew . 
arrivals front Augsburg: .Fr.. Nich6,la~R:ieznan1 SJ,Aritnony 
Martin (India) ,'and Father Sidney's'suihase.There.were, 
amazingly ,enoUgh highspirit13 ;'to last ~hrou.gh~h>eevmiing 

.	for the socials,. for the 'closing evaluation of the 'day' and 
for the preparation of.meditation·:po±ntsfor Monday. . 

'Asplan:ned,theseoondpart of thelheeting'Stariied'on 
~()nday. W~rkproper'bega;nwitli .~·ge1;ting....tf)...lq].owoneanot! 
er groUp-dynamic. exercise called·cuVnmaslQ.ng" which was 
doneinsub--grouPs. A,highlig'l1t of.the daY wasitheinter
national Mass . oele,brated . by'. '. Father Isidoro. Ribas ,SoJ. 
{Ja:pan)~who milhTomQ'ki Egashirallnfortunatelyhad to 
leaveaf'ter lunch to fly back. t-o Japim.]3tit every loss. has 
a corresponding sain~ "Pather" ana. "MotherIlN±chQlas and 
I.VIariet· Roorda van"EYainga (Holland) .boosi;edthe .•.. dayls mood 
with 'theirmucho...awaite'darrivaJ.. The aft$rnO'(mwas devoted 
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to' an ~$valuation .~f' 1;heTliI,izltrip, and '. t~~ev:~:n5~t() 
some' triteresting, sliclesh:oWl3whieh~v~ the participants 
~ 'idea .of the CLCwork; in, India and of the A.:frican .. trip' 
of Father Rieman, Jo:!?' Gsell, and lUcholas Roorqa in Fe
bruary, 1973.1J1'0 windup the Q.ay, . FOW;l.clSayah (Lebanon) 
led t.hEi d~Y'sevaluat~on, and to .begin the,n~xtd~y.Alfoits 
Werner (Germany) gave .the:'l!leditation points with which the 
pt:!,rticipants (immediately or otherwise) went .to bed• 

. The focus of the next d,ay'S work was on'~the needs. of 
the youth" which were· discussed by Father Sidney D'Souza. 
in his talk, :and whichproV;lded stuff for personal refJ,ec-' 
tion andsubs.e.quent sharing and discussion in sub-groups.• 
The visible :z:-esults of this reflection and group activity 
were the placards made by . each lISrtiCipant.todepict hil3 
needs and which were .presented as a' personal offering at 
the' EucMrist.· :rnthe" afternoon,Dav1d Coetzee (South' 
Africa) and DandLee, S .. J. (Hong Kong) gave report,s on· 

, the Rome Formation Course and On 'Augsburg'73 respectively.• 
With this background information, the. sub-groups conttnued 
to thresh out further questions concerning thEiir~' own. ex
perienceof the aLe way o·f life,. and the relevance of the 
General Principles,pariicularl-ytn relation. 'to liberation. 
The usual schedule in the evening was followed, with Maria 
Brig1.ma.ter, (Gennany) . lela-ding the communal evaluation of 
the day, at),d ..A.lfons Werner giving the medit.ation ,guid.e
lines. 

on Wedne.sdaY m'orning, the:participan:fs bU.s:te:C. 'them
.selve~ with article .three of 1;l1e General ·Pr;i.nciples, 
l'Aim of our groups", as Ronnie Viilegas pointed- .pu.t some 
aspects of "Un1tyqf Life". After some ti.m,e for personal 
reflection, .they exchanged their insights andi~eS.s. in the 

·resp.ective .$Ub-groupson the theme gi'Ven, whieh was' hunity •. 
,of life". Having reached the end of, the meeting" they then. 
devoted the afternoon to a lengthy .personal and·; coimn:Unal 
evaluation of the total experience.' The Eu,cha.ristic. 

· c e, Ie b r a.t .i .on" which followed the evaluatfon and 
which to Jnany~y well be unforgettable, elimaxed the day. 

GOod-bye! Adieu i Aufwiedersehen! Adios!' They said it 
with a handshake, .with a kiss, with a hug. SOI/le ·Said it 
withe; sIilile, soine with a tear. Certainly'there Was a mix
tu:re of feelings, impressions, .conclusions on that Thurs

· day ,morning as ea.ch one went hl;s separa.tE'i ws:y• Much had 
, . 
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been·'experi~nced;;pytliepa.rticipa.nisvd:tij:in .' past ;9ix 
days:. j oir .fmstrati.dn,~su.ccess, .~isappoirltzfient~iaonfliat,' 
unity•• ~ The extent to which the ~a.ted gpals and tile "ex
pectatiQns were met is 'not easy to measure. one ca.li.only 
hope that' the !!leeting. will open. .niilw ./lUldgea.terpossibili- . 
tie,s for more intensiYeCLc se:t"1{iee among theybuth. one 
C8.n only hope that thecontaots and. encounters.¢~erlenced 
dUring the 'meeting, will grow and deepen unity. One can 
o'nl:y hope that they,. whO shared a i'ew days 'of their lives 
in this small quaint, pleasant. village in France, will 
ne"irer really say:good-bye toQu~tign:y. 

. 
Ronnie VILL.r..~AS 

.. ** 
* 



A DISCERNMENT OF PRIORITIES 
" ". • <' • .' " 

ZamboangaCity was the site, the week after Christmas 
was the, time. The General Council of ''!ihe ,qhriStian-L;lfe 
Colmmmities of -the P.hilippines held its amxu.al meet;ingof, 
1971 fromtneevening of December' 26 to the late-afternoon' 
of December 30. The delegates came toZamboanga from all ' 
corners ·of'the Philippines,sixty-six persons all together• 

. The theme Of the first' day was "Community". The ~ay 
starte.dwith shared. .prayers on a Scripture theme about com 
munity'~ This was done in small groups. The rest of the day 
included talks, discussion, e~changes of experiences, and 
reports. 

The theme of the second-day was "Discernment." There 
were shared prayers, talks, exchanges ,of experiences~al)..d 
an eval.uation of group process, which led toa. crisis, an!l 
a resolution of the under-the-surface conflicts -existing 
within the group.This process cJeared the ai~- - for a freer, 
and more fruitful group int~ractiond'Urlng the following
days. ' . 

Towards the end of the morning, Fr. Jose <Bl:anco, -the 
National Asslstant, ..~pokeat length on discernme~t~ He 
made use of concepts contained in .Fr~Futrell 's a+ticle .on 
"Ignatian Discer.nment " Without uaing -itsteebnlca1 termin
ology. ~ ,the afternoon the assembly again broke up into 

. groups - .thistime according to age: adults, college, high 
school ..... to discuf:ls further with the af:lsistance of priests 

,and religious, -the_ whole topic of individua,l and "communal 
discernment.. After·an "-hour ali came together again to 
share insignts and infor:ma.tion, that had come from the group
discuSsion• 

.Thetheme. of the third day was "Work".· Fr. Blanco 
f:lpoke on seeking and recognizing the "signs of the times" 
as each one personally and cOI"poratelyturned-toface the 
work of God's Kingdom. The assembly then broke up into 
small groups. to_ discuf:ls the signf:lof the times asth$Y re";' 
cOgnized them. Later in _the morning the group readers re
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p6ne'd·back' :t~~., G:en.e~.,J. .. '.A.~i3embly all'" 
an:d impressions presen.t:4:}cl fn the groups. 

-.. , 

After only a brief lunClh break this su)lject was con..,. 
tinuedarid the members of the Assel!lbly . summarized· their 
ideas. on the "signs" under a number of. headings: education, 
.economic. situation, political situati.on, "Christianforma
tion,'justice, and liberation. 'Therewerl;lstrOng differ
encesof opinion as to whether th-eGEmeralCouncilsho~d 
take any stand, that is, m&keastatement and. pledge to 
carry it out later;. After some discuSsion~d at Fr. Blan
co l s suggestion,all agreedtnatthey would go into a period 
of co:rmnunal.deliberation about this precise point. Fr.Blan 
co carefully explained the rn.ethod (as, in Fr. Toner's ar:' 
ticle) and set ul1aflexibleti.nre-table for the" discerning 
process. 

It was about 5:00P.M. that the ,assembly broke ,up 
into' a ntimbero'f smaller groups. aga?-n according to age 
level.; .Each group followed thesameprocessJ,first,presen! 

'. in~ reaso;ns asainst· taking a stand., the .reasoJlsforit , 
interspersihg periods o;fptiv:atereflect19nand·prayer. Fi 
nally, all decided privately.arid voted on t;ne.issue •. This 

.processle.stedmor'ethan four. hours ....;. il1terruptedonly by 
supper taken in silence. The result was that out of the 
sixty-six participahts, sixty were . for' taking, a ·.stand. 
There followed a simplettWi1;nessing" before tMassembly 
about what this prayerful deciding 'and strong stand meant 
to oneself andone's1i:re: thiswas~ost impressive. 

:At . 10: 00 P.M.. the day's\conce1ebrated .. Mass . closed 
and cro\'m.ed this petio'd ofdisce:rnmentallddecision. 

. . 

The'le.stday 'was devoted '100 ·.Natio~l.,F.ede~tion busi.... 
ne.ss but, all its aCltivitieswerea:ffec1;ea by.the i;tpirit· 
andthel!les of the first three days ",,:coImIIimity, disce'rmnent, 
and mission. 

Amongthe'IQaliy' comments ori;.i;he experience by partic.i
pants was t!ie following: "The, communal disc,e~ent•••. had 
been pl'e.pared for bytlle group dynamics, ,by the'talks and 
discussions on ClOllIIllUnity j bY"tl1edanysessioll~, shared 
cif such deliberating changedtbe wholeC:ouncilatmosphere 

. from . that of discu:ssion, to one of sha.ring'of i'cleasandin
'. ", ',',_. , N. • 
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i'ormatiOn.lt ·1l:I.H~cted lill1,a~ene1!!s.l)f', God's presenoe and· 
ai'elt' need :for'Rif! c()ll'\;lilUal light and, strengtll. Ii 

Irhe followWg :is, the. actu,al statement drawn' dur:i,::ng 
this'meetti'lg ·01' December 1971, and Ylhich was reaffirmedby' 
the General Council of April 1973 : 

"The Philipp1:ne National Federation of christian' 
, Life Communities feelmg the urgency of thet:i.mes, 
affi:rm.s along w;i.th other ooncerned groups, the 
task of' liberating our people and helpilig .to
wards the total development of the nation. 

, ,"'. - , 

Weai'firinthat'. as, Christ~weare oalled to 
tllis work of l.iberati,onand developm~t. Webe
lieve that it is part o~.our Christian witness 
to aff:i;rm that· the 'work of liberation and devel
opment is a ,fulfillment of the'designofthe 
Father. 

In view of1ihis we set for ourselves the foll.ow
:W.g priOrities and imperatives 1;0. be oarried out 
and implemented. We shall seek theirimplem.enta.... 

.	tion1n our respective units, even as ~' take a 
stand' on these priorities as a National Federa
tion. 

1, 	We ,will carry out a program towards the foI'ln!, , 
t10n 01'- theauthent:ic Christiall; we will se.ek 
the formation .and: practice of a litUrgy that 
incorporates Filipino Life : its val'l1es fCUl- . 

tureand problems. ' 

2~ We will work,and fight for the equitable dis 
'tribution of, gooc1S and resources end,help 
, set up thestnoturesthat support this equ;; 
table distribution. . 	 ' 

3. 	We shall help~o carry out the task of libe~ 
at1on: to work With "the victims of oppression 
so that they come to ,fUll ,freedom and de- ' 
velopment; to work with those who unknOwingly 
have lentth!9Illselves vo the deln3manj zing .con
ditions :fcor they ,too are in need of libera
tion. We shall work. for. the development 'Of 
the total man. 
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, 4" Tn~mOl',\OPoly," ofpo'Ii'tioal,power7 " 

off~Shobt of oUr ,pseudo~democracy'; , vUJU","I...uu"".. 

to,bethec~u.se of sOlllllchinjustice and viol' 
en~e,. We will'do in" our 'power what we can 'as 
a Christian community, 'to help break this 
source of t~y and injustice. 

5. 	Weca.llforaneducation.al system that truly 
forms socialoonsciott:mE!ss', inua 'Filipinos I 
we"a:emandthat "'the educational process truly, 
and effectively'plant in the Filipino a ]mow
led.ge and pursuitofhuman valu~s. 

We ~rs'a~re that' this' 'is a. tremendous task that 
we have taken uponouraelves. We perceive the 
painful implica.tio~s of ,this Christian affirm~ 
tiOn. ,Bu.t we dare not keep sile:nce ,fortne cause 
of the many injustices and il1:hv,manities, we want, , 

: to fight against can very well be laid at our 
feet. In these 'lll"gent times, to keep silence and 

,not to take a stand, to tak$a'stand,andno:t to 
act on it, is to deny the very essence' of our 
Christian commitment." 

Benjamin SIM, S.J. 

* * * 


* 
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A ctc, SEMINAR 

WORT 0:£' an' EXPERI:E:NCE 

The first part of this 8rticleappeared 
in the issue of September, 1973-. It de
scribed the goal and the' metho.dof' a for 
JIlationsem.ilmr arranged by the National 
Federation of GeI':lnany.. ~he conclusion of' 

. the article,whiohwe publi~h below, an
alyzes the stages . of .the experience' and 
evaluates it. 

Structure of a Weekend 

To ,have a clearer 'idea of~ themethodtlsed in the seminar, 
it would be best to take one 61' the weekends step, by step. 
TheoneusedWiil be the second of the six weekenda,which 
in its cOntent oorresponds to the crisis phase. This Will 
be a confrontati~ with the reality of Evil in all 'its 'di

. mensions, not merely.{and,.during tlUs weekelld,not espec
ia.lly) the dimeneion of persotial gui1ii ,butabove all the 
"obj:ective" face that 'it presents.: ' the social' dimension, 
sucl}as:injuetice·, .oppression, war••. · and the pSYQh,±c cand 
JIlate~alconsequences ,su()h asmisery,sio.kr!ess, .4.eatb..It 
is a matter of go1n:gbeY'ond the iUusorycertitudes with. 
whioh one too easily flees'",fromrealiti, .in order ·toeXper 
ienceone's weakness ,one' spo!lerlessness, one" s enta.iigle:; 
ment in injustice,one'a inability ,to liberate :oneself".' 

This means, as regards method, that on. Friday night; ~af-' 
ter '1:1 •short exchange in sniall groups over the expenenc:es 
of the period since the last. session, a.survey .co! the 
-theme and 'program of the weekend is 'given. This ,c.loses 
with a shared picture-meditation, . 10.eked on as a sign of 
accord. saturday.morningbegills with .an1ntrodu(rt1on to 
the theologica.l ':i1llplioati'ons of guilt, asa refuSal ~f 
love, a rupture of communication, a -destructi~on of life. 
~he image is a negative one, opp6sed to creati.on. which 
takes place out of love .and by love, and emphasizing the 
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with. this L't::,,"..L..Lcll.Y 

,si:na,h groups, is carrie'doutthrou~ variouS forms of,non
verbal meditation (d.raw:1ng, . rpetaphors, collages made of 

, piotures, or mime~). 
. . 

'The aftf1lrnoon begins \'lith a presentation of the'structure 
.andeffect!3 .ofdefellse. mechanisIIlS ,as an introductio11to a 
psychological reflection• .An hour is then spent itl personal 
refledtion(some questions are given to help) .011 one's own. 
personal history vi.ewedfromthis standpoint. ThEm there 
is an exchange on this in small groups, after which a plen 
ary sessionofferathe opportunity to disouss,r questions 
that may, have arisen. Tl).erecapitulation of this day takes 
the form of a penia.nce Iiturgy. ' 

SUh.day mo~ing starts with a period for individual medita
tion. Then an explanation is give:l;l of the' ph'asel3of group. 
process, after which, in an exchange, this theory is oon
fronted with the experienoes to date of eaQh: person. There 
follows a presentation on the meaning, oftlle evaluation 

. (exatninatiori) of the day and of the practice of·therevis
'ion of Iiie, . along with somepract~ca.lquesti()11st()help 
in this. This last exercise is done With a view to stimu.

.. lating their' insertion into this phase-during. the . coming 
weeks. The weekend clo.ses in the afternObilVdth·a.Et1char
istic celebl"ationthat 'include~ a shared meditation 'and a 

, group ..,evaluation of the two days .• 

Introduction aild'EXperimentation 

This detailed descr:iption of the weekend (Which, ,:in. its. e! 
se11tial elements was the same in all three seminars) illus . 
trates what, was said earlierabaut the method, used. To the' 

,change .' in theme . corresponds .. a change in the lllethodsem
ployed. BUt the aim is alwayato assure, that thepartici
pants enter as fully as possible into the theme of the 
weekend, aM; in doing so, enter into the new phase of. pe!:, 
'sonal experimenta.tion or mto .. its furtherdevelopment~ At 
the least,' this is done> by getting a theoretical g:t'8.sp of 
the next step in the prbCess of the Exerdises.For even if 
all the participants began togethe'r, and even. if it was 
pos.sible for them> to make the firstetepsa.t the se.met:tme, 
clear differences among thepa.rtici:pa.ntsemer~easthepr£. 
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,cess goeson.Oneperceivestbat, the IIcrisis phase i• entered 
into thes.econd.weekend, though it . was only'~ beginning.()r 

.an initial effort, was· .nonethel.:ess iiv.ed v-eryintenseltby. 
:the participants. More and more it took hold .ofdifferent 
s.ecto1's of their life, so tbat it was far .from being over 
and· .done with when the semil'larprocess introduced the next 
step.. Since, on the one. hand,to avoi'd the cri"sisors;eem 
to avoid it would have be.en contrary to·thegoal of thesem 
inar (and t.o theme-thod.of the Exercises), besides ·tieinS 
quite ineffective, and on the other hand, it was necessary 
to cominunicate a global and in':'depth view of the Exercises 
process wiiihinthetime available,.a.plan was adopted for 
the later ·weekends. that took account of these factors. 
This was to allow each one to live the process in the way 
that:stemmed from his own experience as gone thro'ligh, but 
.to' continue toilltrOduce further theory, coup,led With some 
practic$.l.exeroises•. This made it possible for tll()se who 
v.ere~eady'to eXperience in an ·eXistentialwaythe new 
:step, . whileforcj:l;hers it o"penedthe' door to at least, a 
:partialexper;i.enceo:f,it. . 

External structure of'the' Semi:na.r . 

As.said~ already, the seminar: consisted. of a·series.of six 
weeltends, rumrlng·from Fridlly hight .toSun®.y ai',te-m,oon.. 
In one' of the seminars, the· first weekendhadbeenre
'placed bya five-da.y course, during Which the Participants 
made a personal decision for or againSt taking part in the 
semil'lar.(Tllere was still the -possiDility of"discontinUing 
theseznil:l.ar in the course ofit--just as .1s.. true;ofthe.~ 
ercises even. after th~yhave been begun.) . 

. The program of the waekends was l'larined by a. gu.i~·teai:n 
.of2 Or 3 persons (not ii~reforeorigmated .by; thepa~d;.. 
ipants). At the same t:4D,e it waS .stronglyshapedalli;lo 'by 
the 'activity and ey.perimenta.t10n of the pSrtfcipants, 'and 
'in part of 1;he~ups as such. 

During the weekends,elements were also furnished-which 
would helpthos:e participating .to . pursue tM process and' 

..	tomalee it concrete';ln "theirday-to';"d8.y -life during the 
four or .eight weeks unt:i,l the next· weekend. These til.cluded- . 
points of· medl.tation (some Scriptural passages), methOds 
of pray~r, and el8lQ.etlts of the CLC way of . life that could 
be .of 'spedal significanc~ during this period.. Ther.e were 
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a1!!o'r~~'~sin~li.9~t,ed "~9~ci'eepening()nefs 
DlIitter'. (f'ot:~xa.m.i>le,t'~~ts ofSchooiienberg, 
Raful:er~D:fetrich:aOnll,oE!fif'er,J.ruLtzli.nger)., Aiso a series 
ofqli.esti()ns, to l1elp each one make, hal±\-way bl;!tween the 
two weekends, a "tenta-tive inventoryll ,so. as to evaluate 
the experiences thus far made and so.use more wisely . the 
restof,the time s-till.ieft. 

One·of theprereq,uisites for taking_part inthesemiriar 
was an agreement to . choose a spirit11al adviser from the 
start of the experience. His rQle was to help tlu;lpartici.... 
pant. to stay on the right track, to continue on, to perse
vere., a:ndto "discem" the next step to be taken~ 

To .integrate what the seminar was offering into ()rdillary 
life . and to gain exper:j;ence in working with. oihers, two 
types of supervised .in-service training .were found,. to be 
very useful. 'Each 1;)articipant (uptonQw·these have been 
mainly group leaders, youth workErrs ..ancl. ,soci.alWorker.f1) 
underwent a continuing experience with another grou,p (eith 
er al;lieader ·ormember). Also. ceach" one -iulfiUed, the role 
of counsellOr inarelatioriSllipWi,th one other person. 
These roleseacl1 reviewed·'thrOUgh 9.11eri'odic'tepOrt'and 
thro.ugh a:n interV:iew.{of ~t least. one hou,r," everr'4weeks) 
with' the person .cha,rgea wi-th supervising this aetivity . of 
his • Thus each one leal"l1ed., both hoYt better torec.ognize, 
plan .and modi:f'yh:i.s own conduct, as .well as :now tOnlake 
better_use..i;n. thEifutureof the experiences ~ "had.. . The 
members of1;he guiding team' and otherswj.th. compet.enceand 
:exper:ience were.a-vailablet.o t.h.e participant13 for this suI!, 
ervision.(as well as for the role of spiritual~ide.). 

In the course of the' last two-thirtrs of the year, those 
taltU:tg the~!!;qtinarJm3;de 8 days or more of ~heSP'i:ri:tUalE!. 
erciSf;lS.t,t'he-$eminarende:dwith a sessi~such,as ,described 
above. 

Role 'of .the Community 
J 

We spoke earlier ota~groUpltmaki.ng 'the seminartoge.ther. 
Here •one . sl:!.ouldbeIlJorespeci:fic .'Sharli.ng'tlie. weekends to
g~the-rwithyar:iioUsgroupexqcises' (.some.oftheminvolving 
group d~mjz9s'lt ·.'maint~m~'~tual. cOhti:l:.otsdur1ng-the 

..periOds '. be~ween' wee'kenAi;; (t~·irnumber .ana: ·in:tensity: 'depen~ 
ed Olfthe, ·s~tuati:on), ~lm.tab()ve al1'shar~ the'experience 

20 .-: 

http:ota~groUpltmaki.ng
http:soci.alWorker.f1


:..... -'".- .. 

Of b~ing on the samejourpey,develope(l and reinf'orced dur 
ing .the seminar strong comIrrimityrE!:La:1;ionsb.ips. 

In spite of that, the participants taken together did not 
form a CLe, whi~hwould pursueits growth .as a. grOtip. Thus 
no coherent group process resulted, whose phases would 
have paralleled, as do those of ,the individual growth proe 
ess·, the stages of the Exercises. The cO:rmmmity was rather 
afield to exercise .activit1', the place where each sought 
1;0 make his ~Y'.with the help of the group_ Tll,fl;l is. why . 
the decision to take part in the seminar, and to c:ontanue 
or to stop, ·was taken fromthestandpoint.Qf eachindividu 
aI, without taking' ac'Count oftha grouP.which onejoilied 
orfrom~which one separated. . 

Here too one n.oticesa parallel with ·the .:flxercises z -wh;i.le 
they are an individual process (even in the case' where a 

. group makes the personally-gUided Exercises together) 'I the 
cOIllll1Uhity .aspeot is not absent. The e¢cles~a.l commui:dty . 

··01' faith 1:st11'9. baSic carrier of the whole enterprise,anci 
this is felt .~ a .special Way in the. Eu.chariSti¢ celebra
tion~ Even wi1ihaut the usua1forms of interaction between 
the 'particiPants,anin1iensifiea1iion of rela;~ons ~sults 
from a kind of sl;l.a.red base of 'experience and from the 
members· pray..erforeachother. 50 within the 3 groups of 
participants a. deel> community sense developed, whichwas 
certainly important for their future -work. It-was :easy to 
see -that in the course of the seminar, readiness to_~are 
and,cOlilmUnicate and .an .aptitude for teamwork d~v.el~d 
very much. 'r.his ha$ had repercussions both on .. their' own 
communities and on their activity and serViceill.genera.1.. 
This result was among the Boals 'we had set in this ,:for
ma.1iionof leaders.. ' 

Assessment of 1;heSeminar 

'rhisaccount, detai1edan:d yetfragInentary,: histrie<d.· to 
sketch an experience With many facets. NOl"lat thEtend, 'th~ 
question ariseS: vdlat have been tlleresults? what ."arethe 
pOsitive ;points,-the alfficUlties f the questions. relJ1al.ning? 

5inceit isa process· of some depth,itisas important, 
before.launchmg such an effort., to select well the IJa.rti,£ 

'ipants and to clarify the requiSites, a~ it is b~forebe
ginning the ;personally-guided Exercises. A °prob1:em. thatr!. 
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mains is inre~dtoapart&oipantwhop.asbe~ the ex
perienoe but:Wlioaf'ter a certain penodno longer carries 

· out f'ul1y the praotical experimentat:ton eXpected. How does 
one help him reaeha deeision to continue or not, so as' to 
ayo:td, ;both for him and the group as a .whole, thedissati!,' 
faction resulting from a partial commitment. Another diffi 
culti not yet resolved is the case of a couple Where otily 
one. of the .partners is a.ble to follow the process. 

O:ri the w1>:0le; tl1.e threeseIl'linars were strikingly success
fu1.Th1s was seen especially .in the seriousnel;ls arid sin
cerity with which. people gave themselves to the process of 
conversion. Wliile this would be exPressed differently for 
each of the participants, still one can say that t;b.ere was 
evident among all .. a deeper integration of thediffel.'ent 
s'ectors of'th$:tr life, a greater unity between faitl;Land 
life, between prayer and service. 

As regards CLCactivity in g.neral, it resulted ina more 
specific and . more independent commitment on•. the part of' 
each, ..~l? .weUas. 8.ll intensification of wqrk withmem'i:!ers, . 
with,existing groups, even the creation of new groups. The 
shared e~PeI'ient;i;al base newly 'fe1tnoton1ymatiefUrther 
collaboration possible, .. but the aotiVitypursuedin small 
groups continues to~oi'fer the J'Ei,rticipants the' opportunity 

.to' nmtually aid each' other :lnrendering further·semee 
along the lines' of thisexperienoe.' Fiilal1y,it .should be 

·note~thattl1;is :iJ:,.tensiv.e. ;for.tl)8.tionshotUd not be' rtewed 
as the only way to. introduce a person to CtC,noras the 
initial way. In general a. partiCipant, before.. entering in
to an experience of this le.ngth,wi11alrea;tly 'ha.v.e taken 
partin' cOurses, prepare.tory i'ormefof' the. ExerciseS.,l;Iome
time s,even the peraona'lly guided Exerci-ses. WithSllCh a 
fO'llndation,tlie seminars so farcarrie.douthave shown 
themselves to be the most effective to.o1 toCCiate for the 
fO:rm;;Ltion of 1eadere and so f()rthefurtl'l.erin~ of C:J:,Cin 
Ge~. . c. . 

.'~lex .LEFR.ANK; .. S. J. 
dildegardEli1l'rlWm 
Beatrix ". OR'I'lVlm 
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Hong Kong Federation will have its General Assembly Dec. 

'22-24, alsoWitn an Augsburg-related theme: "CLC: to lib
erate self and others". . 


At Calcutta in India; interested CLC members' made the guid 
e~ Exe.rcises frOiiil5C"t. 2 -11, with Fr. Bruylants, former 
.:provincial, .as the instructor. Five' shorter retreat's 'were 
also arranged in early October. 

~'s reoent convention, with the theme IIliberation 
from the value-system of today's Japan", ,was described by 

'a :participant as "an explosion of spirit, joy and desire 
to serve". In OCtobers; seminar on the Spiritual herciSss 
and Japanese spirituality was started, and 8-day and 5 nay 
Exercises retreats are planned. 

Lebanon~s CLC review (in Arabic)" and that of Indonesia 

(entitled INSPlRASI) are the newest national federation 

publications to a.rrive at the World Secretariat. How we 

wish we had:the gift of tongues to' understand every word 

of them! Bllt . they do.ma.ke 'us realize that CLCis. indeed a 

world movement.' 


LATIN ArmRICA 

In .Sao .Paulo, Brazil, the first Exercises retreat of 8 

days' length fO.r CLC members is scheduled for January. 13
20, '1974 •. 


Latin American national federations, in conjunction with 
i;he World' Federation, are expl()ring by means of a_question. . 
naire, the practical first st.eps t,o be taken, toward an 
eventual continental OLe institute or cou;rse. . 

. 

In Venezuela, theCLC gr0\'i.ps, iJ;l Maracaibo {(lne of "miver
sity stuilents, the other in' secondary school) have drawn 
real inspiration. 'from the' information the Augsbui'gAssem
bly gave them of CLC efforts elsewhere .on the· continent. 

NORTH AMERICA 

When the CLC. Federation of the United'States met in Iowa 
Cityin August, . communi ty was its theme, with special i!!, 
terest being shown in. oommunity discernment and the oom... 
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etcinter!!et· is. gPowingin HOllandtstilllUlat~d first by 
.avi~it j)!f li'r"Palllussen and then by the Rome Course and 
Augsbtu'g A~~mbly. Planned for early Jan1lary is a weekend 
o:f,±ntroduet~on to CLC for about twenty lay people and 
priests. The team preparing this eeIlsion met withJos~ 
Gsell in late October .todiscusaposS,ibilit±ee,. 

j 

Anlong the .more effecti'veCLCsJnlreland.is the Men's So 
dality of St • Francis Xavier' a Church in ,DUblin..1tIad9ujr 
entirely of mE!n; many ofthemwOrl.d:.en.,thecOlIlIIlIUlity. 
is involveCiinadozen .Ciiff:erentaCtiV'ities, includil'iga .. 
creaitunion, an ecumen:icalSOrlptv.re. group, and shop 
selling booklets/andoi;heritems. . . 

. . . ' 

The CLC Youth C onve11ti on of Ital;y:, atAssisi.dr'ewa re£. . 
oro. 280 participants,~ll of themeal'tlestatldenthuslastic. 
The youth newssheet,hae l+OwbecpmeaPI1inted. C:t.C ,pub1i~c,a
tio11 entitled AZ,lplm (Action). ' ' , 

Ma-lta 'e ,natiOnal f:ederationheldits't;I.tl;tlUal aen1ifiar S~p
tember2q;- 28atl"10riana,with ccmferenCetopics ' being 

. liThe Personal Callof.theSee\1larlli ' . and ,i:Life'Q1'CLCllIem-· 
bel's". In the disC'U$sione"members shared experiences ,of 
qLC life,:,in.thdrparieiles. 

InSuail'itooi't \Vas the time fQrnationalmeetings •. Two 

groups withinthenationa1Coi':l,f:ederation,..thatof Jliarried 

Couples ·and thatofFECUN{'Uni,ve;rait;y ,student~ )heldth:eir 

national-assemblies inOctol)erin' t,besame location y ·~d 

this. worked out Well•.FECVN' is .uSilfS with \succe}:i"e .Sll. init.. 

iationintoCLCspirit,"alitywhion thercall"ll'foments". It 


.startsw.ith'basic andgeneralelementsan.d gra.dua.llydeve~ 

opsl'tlore fully the dispositions rte,ededfor the Exerciees~ 


AFRICAand!MADAQASOAR 

In Madage:scar,1321eaders and members of CLCoi'the :F'ian
.ara.ntsoa l)'io~se!lietfor a formation sesaionQf s'ome days. 
Exc~ges centeredespecia11yonthe -General Principles , now 

'tr~mslatea.i:ntoMalag&;>y., .. .411, w,el'!el'JJ,ll~h', interested. ill TIl! 
rase Ra.ovao11orf)'s.a.:o.e'Ou:nt .()1:·th:eAUgs~g :AiS:i:Jelllbly' Son'd ·tbe 
RomeC.OUl'!3e. 
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