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N REGARn-To CLe.

;“f?hose who wish'torecelve the supplements in the future can

'*;ﬁdo 50 by a complete subscription. We propose then two klnds
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- 51mple subscrlptlcn (6 issues per year)
: LIRE 1200 or US § 2. 00 -
- complete subscr1pt10n {6 isgues plus 2 supplements)
: LIRE 1800 or US % 3. 00

For a1rma11 subscrzptlons there is- addedtheaarmail charge
according to the number of mailings and +the distance.
Flease refer to the chart below for airmail: rates.(The suc
cessive devaluations have forced us %o increase sllghtlyw

the su};scmptmn pr:.ce. We trust our readers will under-
Stando . °

" In'a short time we will gend you as usual the bill for your

" ‘subscription,offering you two formulas of payment. All you
‘need do is indicate on the form sent you which subscripiion
you prefer and send the payment for it,at the begimming of
10740 . .

. The commenis that have come to us since the appearance of
the two supplements convince us that they are & service
to our readers and helpful for the promotion of our Commun
ities. This is why we have responded to this need,and why
we cordially invite you to choose & complete subscrlpulon.

- PRICE OF AIRMATL SUBSCRIPTIONS

Simple | Complete -
'subscription subscription
o \ Jiire - US § | Lire Us §
Furope, WMiddle East 11.500 | 2.50 | 2.200 | 3.85
UsA, Canada,Indis,Sri Lankall.750 | 2.90 2.500 | 4,00
Africa, Mexico, Central ' ‘ ' : ‘

&merlca : 1.850 ] 3.10 | 2.600 | 4.35
Asia,Far East,South Amerlca 1.950 § 3.25. »2,800 4.65
Australia 2,200 | 3.70 | 3.000 | 5.00



http:AIJmY.IL

ROME FORMATION SEWTNAR (JULY 18 - AUGUST 2, 1973)

8 Days ofv"b}»ie Spiritual E:’«:'ercises,y"? days of Course

. In the begnmmg... ~ the earth was barren and empty.
The Spirit of God hovered over the waters. It was-a little
like that all began, that morning of July 27, 1973, et Vil
la Cavelletti. Ve did not know wh&t was in - store for us.
But ‘each of the 110 part:_c:.pants, “come from.3l countries
for this formation course, had just finished an experience
of the personally—glnded Spiritual Exercises: durmgBdays.
This Exerc;ses exper:.ence formed ‘bhe first part of the sem

" inar. For 8 da.ys, in complete silence and a profound clim- -

~ate of recollection, each one had meditated the different
‘steps of the life of Christ and there confronted. hlS own
life, hed entered into this dynamic which is the ‘bas:.s of
" the way of l:Lfe, the style of living, of CLC.

The 8p1rat hovered then over this . as yet confused
mass of persons who, for the first time, . ‘l:r;ed to commmi~
‘fcate in several languages. But. very quickly, light was
‘made. l’eople separated into small language groups- of six
. each, -to d;,scover themselves in depth., ‘Which is M"the real
"me"? Not so muich my natural ’cemperament but that underly-—

.. ' ing, deep personahty thet shows itself when Christ gives

us our trie name, as He did to Simon, -son of Jo}m “when. He
said, "You shall be called ‘Peter”, ‘Then, alrea,dy with a
certain trust in each ‘other, we gathered in the big confer
ence hall to hear the mtroductlon of the master archltect
-of this course, Hildegard Ehrtmann Ve are not here, she
tells us, ‘o listen to experts, nor to engage in group dy=
‘namics, ‘tut to live an experience with a precise goel and.
content: the way of life of Christiam Life Communities. It
"is not something ‘based on lmowledge or on laws, ‘but on the
personal resources. of - each -one, . resources often ’rmried
deep inside oneself, hrut which ghow themselves when we- en--
ter into-an authentic réelationship in a context of faith.
In the afternoon it is Roland Calcat, our international
presiden‘t who, with enthusiasm, - sketches the profile of a
Christian Life Community: its f\znd&menta“l a‘htitude is one

L3



http:finished.an

of an’ :umnense aes:Lre to serve God and men, 11'ved ou*h m
-commumty, in a: solidar:rty *bha'b reaches out to. mclude ‘the

- ;en’c:u‘e world. - F:.nally, in. lang,nage assembl:.es ga*\;hermgs -
that. were midwey. between +the sm&ll _groups and 'hhe general
assembly, each one ;aresented hmsel:f by means of an origin
- a2l poster he had made from cut-up magazines. At -the end of
. the day, it was evalumnted: God saw that it was good. - And

- Pathér Paulussen, with & humor and. delicacy that gained
- all hearts, underlined the h:.gh points. that had been lived
s together and introduced the theme of tomorrow. ‘There was

evenn.ng and monnng, the flrst day. «

‘ Saturday was &evo*ted to 'bhe ’bas:.c ‘theme' awareness of .
7rea11’t;z. Every'th:w.g beglns with that. The real isnot just.
what one can see. toueh, measure. " Look a'b Jonas in the
whale's belly (wh:.ch we d:.d in szlence, befcre a most sug
gestive sketch of this). His refusal of reality, of that
,great world of Ninive and of God's ‘call, made him mthdraw
even to the womb of the sea, But before long his aecep‘t

- énce made him ‘stand upright, at the service of that salva-
tion thet God wills for all men. Jomas is a very eloguent
symbolic image, in which each one sees himself in his own =
fash:.on- if you live in the real, in ‘that which exists in
you, ‘in others and in the wide worlﬁ “it may well be that
you are not far from God. If on the con‘hrary you flee ‘from
reality, out of ‘fear or :.lluszon or mggardlmess, you are
turned back’ upon yourself ‘and soon reduced to a state of
fetus. So this Saturday mom:mg we underwent severa.l exer-
cises capable of opening us o reali‘l:y: Zen medltatlon,
8. mete.z)hor exercise, - plcture«-medma‘hlon, sharing of the
Word of God, non-verbal communication... The afternoon was -
span‘h evaluating “these experiences w:.’ch a view to 'bhen.r
use ‘in our respec‘t;:.ve federations, This day ‘whetted our
appe‘bite. It was good, tasty, suggestmvm : And God seemed
'to ’chink so too. It was evening and mommg, “the second

. God said: 1et every 11v:mg thmg grow, according to-
“its species. This reality to which we were opening our-
selves, 11: is not something f:.xed static, definitive. St. .
Irenaeus, in the 2nd century, expressed it marvelously :
"First, man had to ‘be made; end once made, -he had to grow;
and once grown, %0 reach adulthood; and having reached &d~-
ulthood to develop; having developed, +to grow stronger*;
“having been streng‘khened to be glorrflea* and- once. glor:.- ’

, ’4“{- '




f:.ed 'to see h:.s Lord. Father Alex Lefrank in ha.s pres-" o

*entation, aveakened us. to this personal i ,owth process: our
own salvation history, the history of the integration of
all our natural energles into the reality of Christ. -This
’transfozmatum of ‘our whole bemg dowh - to its roots has .
its logic. It is that which St. Ignetius in the Exercises .’
develops in four weeks, “making clear, with his spmtual‘ '
‘gemus, the universal law of all Chrlst:.an growth It
‘supposes dlscernment in order %o discover- ‘how the Holy
Spirit himself is at work in the inteérior world of our gmo

_ tioms,our. feelings It allures our liberty, and magne‘t:zzes . '

it in the direction of God, so that in. storm or in time of .
calm we find the- direction indicated by our’ 1&en‘b:.ficat10n~ .
with Christ, What 'is then the history of my own sp:.r:.tua.l '

growth? We tried to become aware of this by sharing our €224
7. perience in small groups. In the aftetrnoon we examined- the

" specific. mea:ns *bha‘t CLC proposes . for- f‘ur'themg this
growths: Scnptural meditation, -the Spiritual Exercises,
daily evaluation,’ spiritual guide, etc... And God saw that
.all t}us was good. It was even;ng,angi moxmng, V the thlr&

Monday 11‘. was tme to &0 mto comunzty lee- ) how A
. Zrou] of Christ1ans develo J.nto a. Chr;.stian erex

:en‘t phases-—-often gohe throngh mthout knom.ng i‘t—-—m the
\growth of & group. In the interaction of & grtmp, things
take place at two 1evels, content ‘and process. In fact the
gevelopment of a group 1s influenced more by the " -process
then: by the content of the exchanges. S It is- impor‘ham: to-
situste -t what point the group is in its growth: pre-con-
‘fidence phase, - crisis; ~mtual acceptance of each other

~while recogaizmg dlfferences. There -too, a practical ex-
ercise wasg proposed - one that many will long remember be-—
. cause of its spn.ritual impacts {the evaluatiqn of our de~-
- gree of mutual confidence .within the group.’ Already we
could feel that these six persons, gathered in this small.

-~ room-at Villa .Cavelletti, ‘on this Monday July.30, were be-

coming ‘a true’ commmity. There was. reflection on possible .
applications of this exercise in our countries. Then ‘a.
look back: over the day. It was even:mg and momlng, ) "’l‘.hew :
: fom*th day._ ‘ S

o ;' 'mesday was g:nren to stressmg 'bhe most charactens—f
't:;c aﬁpec*t of cmr spiri'hualzty' decision-makang. To fmd :

A-5
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the right aecls:wn. at 'l:he ra.ght moment _in one perscnal -
~.1ife as in the life of the group,, tha-l: means- to: pu*l: %o ,

-work th:.s éssential- elemen'b of" lz.berty b3r which we open.

- purselves to the" action of God and become His ‘collabora- .
“tors. The word "find" was well chosen to suggest that we
d0 not take such a decision alone but that God inspires
us, by medns of events,‘ through the help of others, -with
~ the love that comes from on high. The morning's expose re-—t
called-for us the econditions of any “spiritual® decision.:
. :x.ntern.er liberty, dlscemment ' cenfim-h:.on. - During the
day we practised - the applymg of : dlscemmen-t to-a dec:.s-

_ion by a sort of revision of life in group.” In this, af

ter choosing an event thet had been vividly - experienced

by one. of us, we tried through that person's witness -and -~

his presentation of the event, tolisten to God, to discern

His call in this, and to. respona by our readmess to be~ .

come "agents of transformation®... As usual, in the evening
‘ Father Paulussen brought before our mlnds “all. the ‘good
things of the day and made the trans:.tlom It was evemng
angd. mornmg, the flfth day. ' - v

L Hav:mg go*b'ben thus far in this account I ask my rea.-
ders %o notice that  this modest descmptzon might “seem,
just the  reverse of. the Genesis account “40°.-diminish
the ::.mpor'bance of - each day's step. At least they should
"be aware. that .as “the week - went on,~ a- quiet enthusmsm
was in fact gromng amcng 21l the parti clpan-ts. -So here
we are at.VWednesday, devoted %o the mission of -CIC.
That morning we went to see the. ?ope, gt Castelgandglfo,
4o receive from him confirmation of that: mission. The at-
tention that he gave to our group, which was -seated in the .
places, - and then to each of the persons. in the’f:ront :cow, -

filled us with & true- chmst:.an joy, that of: recognizing“
ourselves,: there among many other delegatwns, - as true
members of . the Church. ‘It was. easy +then, afterwards, to

. listen to the. dynam:.c Aintervention: of José.. Gsell'i,whafb;

.is ‘our growth, = as perscns and as. commnit:.es, - for? The -
, goal envn.sloned 1s “%hat we become |ver: freer mstruments

- at the service of the liberation of -all'men, that we be~ -
. come.skilled artisans who work with Christ and according

. to His views. And José, thanks ‘bo her vocation of "globe- -

. trottert, was able to make  come ‘alive the enormcus “human
- problems of our world. We cannot stay in our cormer. Our
: miss:.on_:.s,, like that of Chrls’c %o help. men by betoming
_one’, with them. Once more, --we ,made an exercise, in-the
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,groups o:E‘ SlX, . to. sefe'how we . should. reaet in.th 'vconcrete!
situation of a- country, using the case: 'me-bhad. '

i n:.ng a:ad momlng, the s:.xth day. :

) Thus wasg achleved not the heavens and the earth and-
"all their array, for the Lord God had seen to that before"
we began t6 breathe, but a sort of foundation week, which
enl:.ghtened our: minds and’ mflamed dur hearts, We real-

“ized, with mo@esty and pr:l;de, the small role that belonged -

to us, men and- women oreated in the :unage of God 1n work-
ing w:u.'bh Jesus and his Father for the development of this
vast world. We became avare of the original and" special
: vocatlon that is ours, of the way of life of our communi-
ties. Fatlier Rieman, last but not least, helped us to re-.
capitulate, on the seventh. day, . all ’che work completed

by assessmg the vocatmn of CLC: a permanent a.nd grow:mg
‘gift of self, lived in e triple relatmnsh:.p—-—a definitive
&ift of self to. God; a commitment to-a way of life, that
of Christ, as set forth in the General Principles; and ad-
'hes:ion to a colmnum.ty. I% is for each one to see how hmsr :
- ovm. personal call allows him to identify himself 1ittle. by

1ittle with this vocatn.on, even to one day seeing himself, .
‘along wz.th other compan:wns, commrtted and consecra’l;ed :Eor i

-the missa.on of sernce to men.

What to say in conclus;mn‘> Just a word on what struck' .

“me most the. pedagogy of this course: to propose, to exper

ience, to ‘evaluste. To propose: the clear and simple pres

éntation in the morning, develdping the master thrust. . To
_experience: the pudt ing- to .work of “the theme " setforth,
practiced by each- groups - To emlna’se* looking back, boih
. individually and as a group, on-what had taken place. ‘One. ‘
sees ‘that the key to this pedagogy is to ‘bring it about -
that "Something happens" not talks, - not references;. but -

a gpiritual event in the group. It is.then one can- judge '

" that the Holy Spirit is acting, - -and creates anew. on link-
ing these . "events" with each othér,- ome can discern a .
thrust, a direction, +that leads somewhere. ~That is the -
whole art of conducting a coursé. Thanks are due to those
responsible for this’ course for having invited us to live
what mey be called frue group “Sp}.ritual Exercises". Por

it is indeed there that we will: re&:scover our: way ofw-u

'llfe““ in CILC ‘and the "dynamm“ of our voca.t:_on., S

3
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‘ . QUEI‘EGM is & name ﬁlﬁ.uh is no‘t imposs:.ble to loca.te
- on the mep of France if one (with or ‘without glesses) pa-
tiently traces the roads “Leading to Dijon, one of France's
richest cultural cities and @ flourishing center of - Bur-

- gundy. Neither is it mpcss:.ble t0 reach Quétigny. It is -

 pretty accesable by ecar or by train or by any other de—
‘sired means of travel. Coming & long way from 12 different

.~ countries (Austria, Germany, Hollend, Hong Kong, India, In

‘ ,dones:.a Japan,  Lebanon, Peru, Philippines, South Africa
Zembia), 58 Youth CLC members found their way to Qué'blg,ny
- one. fme summer &ay 5:n August.

. Al*khough ‘some nf -hhe Quétignywbound travelers hardly

’ slep'l: the nigh’c before {wheih was the last’ night of "Augs- ..
. burg '73), - they had %o ‘get out of bed at Leitershofen as
. early as . snc the ‘next momlng Praﬁ,ay, August 10, to- catch
the 8:00.AM trein for Dijon. In no time at all, 17 Augs—
irg-73 delegates arrived at the Augsburg train station

‘where they. were . ;Jo:med by 16 Gema.n Youth CLC members and

- an Aus-brian Franclscan scholas*tlc. All 'toge-bher they board
' ed the train.which pulled right off on the dot. Everyone
_&ngd . everyth:mg were all aboard - or ra‘ther almost every- ‘
thing except. Father Sidney D' jouza's suitcase which was -
8 accldentally 1eft behlnd in Leitershofen.

ks could be expec‘bed from & gathering of ‘youth (of
- all ages) there was fun! Despite the inconveniences . of
. hauling heav;y ‘baggage and of chang:mg {rains two 'b:i.mes

‘despite -the swelter:mg ‘sumner heat ‘and the expensive coldi* )
drinks, ‘there wes always reason for laughing, singlng, en

Joying. At. :D:Laon, the group. was welcomed by Father Heman—f
- Jozef Kreutler ( Germany), who took charge of the organiza-
~ tional side of the yowth mee'l;:mg, and by the South African

- delegates who flew from Augsburg to Paris early “the .same

-morning.. The last stretch of the trip was a thlr*ty-m:.mrhe

~ bus ride to Quétigny. There was hardly any- ‘difficulty  in

. finding the right bus and at- ‘around six ‘in the evening,
i Quétmgny beca.me a vzs:.ble reali-ty - small quain't, plea- .

8 ,,,
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,sant v:.lla.ge - and no’ longer just 8 m:.croscopic dot on ‘the
m2p. For Frans Bonang (Trdonesia), however, Quétigny became
almost unreachable. Frens, who doesn't spesk French and -
was on his first trip +to France, got separated from the
group in Di;;on and went through a harrowirig search of al—
most. three hours for Quétlgny. Indeed, not only sui‘tcases 3
. could be acc:.dentaly left behind,.. B

» Frans' sai‘e .-amval certml‘y provided a'special reason .
for thanksgiving during the Mass celebrated shortly after -
‘all the hungry travelers - (some. of whom came by car) ~ had
received their bodily nourishment (French style') A short -
plenary session followed during which Helene Miller (Ger-
,many) briefly outlined the whereabouts of the- meeting
which was to last until ’Wednesday, Avgust 15, As stated in
the. 1ni‘oma‘ta.on sheet sent-to the partlcipam:s be:forehand
'thls intematlonal meet:mg -0of Youth CILC members zimed tov' ,
provide the possibility .for more extensive shanng among -
the. different delegations, for deepening. the experience in -
Rome snd in Augsmrg and finding its spec:.al significance-
- for the Youth CILC, for a. dialogue- with the varticipating
members of the WF Execut:.ve Couneil, and for a wvisit .to

Taizé. The Meeting had two parts: the visit to Taizé (Au- =

gust 11-12) and the meeting proper at Quétigny (Augu.st 12-
15).. The general course of the meeting was patterned after
that of the General Assembly, therefore, also’ melud:.ng
~ the basic elements of da:.ly meditation, the Euchans't

evaluation of the day, and prepara*blon of meditation
points for the next day, Each day had 2 theme which the
participants "lived" +tHrough personal reflection and sub
- sequent sharivg and exchenge in permanent sub-groups de~
termined in advance according to language (English.’ or
French) Almost =2ll the participants had a good werking
,knowledge of English and this minimized the need for trang
* lation to a degree. Helene's introduction was supplemen‘hed

' by -some technical instmetmons given by Father Kreutler

whose orgamzatlonal staff made up .of the Pollety sisters
(Germany) ~ Maria, ‘Elfrieda and Pauls - adeptly turned the
meeting place in Quétigny (an agricultural school with dor
mitories) into a cozy home away from home. After all had’
been said and done, the particmpan‘ts were encouraged to 80 -
to bedn

S Enfhﬁéiasm] filled the air the following day. »"Eq;ilippeé; -
- with appetite-whetting information about the Taizé phenonm-

-9




o 'the ride

'bme, speclal precau‘t:.onary meames were i;aken orinsnre,,

that ever;y‘l:hmg and everyone were: ‘aboard - evsry*bhmg plus

- guitars, good singing vozces, gooﬁ 3okas, good 'm:mor, a.ml )
God's. blessmgs o ' .

: What readily mee*hs the éye in Tazzé -are the g:.an“h
)tents “some 30 or 40 of them - pi‘hched ‘one beside the
other on mde, sprawlmg grounds. Scmewhere in the middle
- of this is 'the church, -the peint of convergenee ‘for - the
“thousands of people - who visit Taizé. -The- evem.ng prayers
: (recrt;ed deily by the brothers - of Taize) -on Saturday, and
- the Sunday Nass, “poth held in the church formed pert of
"'bhe Taind experaence of. the CIC v:fs:.'l:ors.' Added to this
were “the series of dlalogues with some- ;of . the" brothers,
~the short "pmvate gudience® with - Brother Roger Schutz
(founder and - present superior of the Taizd’ community, now
‘made ‘up of about 73 brothers. of various creeds) “the éon=-

‘versations with some of “the: ‘young- ‘people parblciyatmg in

the prepara‘bmn ‘of the Youth council - in 1974, the overﬁi‘ght
"sleep" in & crude barraek»-llke room for the ‘women and in
- a no-bed tent for the men, and perhaps the mere mght ‘and
’ smmd of ‘the pla.ce :|.'l:self. R : V

‘ Sunday ‘evening ftmnd the group baek a2t Quétlm .
Thou.gh feeling not -a little exhausted, the ‘group “became

8till merrier because it beceme 1arger, _ ‘what. with the new

arrivals from Augsburg: Fr. Nicholds Rieman, SJ, .Anthony
Martin (Ind:.a), and Father Sidney s Buitcase. ‘There. were, -
“amazingly, enough high smmts to ldgt th:raugh the evening
~for the socials, for the closing evaluation of the day and
‘for 'the preparatlon of medrbatmn poin‘t:s for Monday. :

« As planned 'the second par't of 'l:he meetmg stari:ed on
Monday. Work" proPer begazx ‘with a ge*ktmg—=to~kndw one anoth
er group-d;mamn.c “exercise ~called "Unmaskmng" “which was
" done “in suhgroups. A h:.ghl:.gl:ﬁ: of the day was: the inter-

 national Mass - ‘celebrated by Fa*bher Isidoro Ribas, S.J.

“ (Japan), who with Tomoki Egashira unfortunately ‘had  to
~ leave after lunch to fly back to Japan. But every loss has
& corresponding gain.; “Pather! and. "Mother" Nicholas and
" Mariet Roorda van Eysinga (Eolland) ‘boosted the. ‘day's mood
- with the:.r much—awai’ted arr:.val The af‘temoon ms devoted

’10_-
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to an evaluat:.on af the Te,izé tmp, .and the evemng to

Some mterest:mg slide shows which . - gave the - particlpants
- &n idea  of the CLC viork in India and of the African trip
of Father Rieman, José Gsell, and Nicholas Roorda in Fe-
bruary, 1973, ‘o wind up the day, Fouad Sayzh (Lebanon)

v led the day's evaluation, and to begin the next day Alfons N

Werner (Gérmeny) gave- the meditation points with which the
’ pe,rt:.clpants (immedlately or otherw:Lse) went to bed. -

.The focus of the nexf: day's work wes on’ "the needs of

the youth" which were discussed by Father S:Ldney D'Souza
in his talk, :and which provided stuff for personal reflec~
tién and subsequent sharing and discussion . in sub-groups.

The visible results of this reflection and group activity . '

were the placards made by.each participant to .depict his
‘needs and which were presented as a personal offering at
the Bucharist. In the afternoon, David Coetzee (South
Africa) and David Lee, S.J. (Hong Kong) gave reports on -

- the Rome Formation Course and on Augsburg '73 respectively.

With this backeround information, the sub-groups continued
to thresh out further questions concerning their- own ex-
‘perience of the CLC way of life, and the relevance of the
General. Pr:mclples parl:lcularly in relation to liberation.
The usual schedule in the evening was followed, with Naria
Briglmaier (Germany) leading the communal evaluation of
the day, and Alfons Werner giving the medifetion . guide-
. lines. S - L

On Wednesday mbmmg, “the participents busied them-
.gelves ' with article three of the General Principles,
nAim of our groups", as Ronm.e lelegas pointed -out some .
agpeets of "Unity qf Life".  After some time for personal

reflection, they exchanged their insights and ideas in the o

- respective sub-groups on the theme given, which was "unity -
" of life". .Having reached the end of the meeting, they then
devoted. the afternoon to a lengthy personal and- comminal
evaluation of the +total experience. . The Euchams‘clc,
‘eelebration, which followed the evaluation and -

B Whlch to .many - may well be unforgettable, elimaxed the day.

Good-bye' Adn.eu' Aufwiedersehen‘ Aﬁlos" They ’S?-ld it

‘with & handsheke, with 2 kiss, with & hus. Some said it
with a smile, some with & tear. Certainly there was a mix-

ture of feelings, impressions, conclusions on that Thurs- - '

-day mornmg asg- each one went. hls separate wa.y. Much ha‘d

S




g s joy, . , - disapp ' :
) _um.'ty...f Tbe extent to which the sta'ted guals anc. *t:he ex-
pectatlons were met is. ‘not easy to measure. One can only

o hope that the meet:.ng will opern. new and. greater posalbll:.-'

_ ties for more intensive CLC service among the youth. One
can. only hope +hat the contacts and encounters experlenced
' during the ‘meeting. will grow ‘and ‘deepen unl‘ty. One can
: onl'y hope that they, who shared a few days “of their lives
in this small qua.mt pleasan‘b village in France, ; will
never really say good-bye to Quétlgny ..

Romnie VILLEGAS




A DISCERNMEET OF PRIORITES

Zamboang,a crl;y was 't;he s:.te, the week after Chnstmas '

was the time. The General Council of the Christian Lifeﬂ V

Communities of .the Fhilippines held its annuel meetmg ‘of.
1971 from the evening of December 26 to the late afternoon -
of December 30. The delegates came to Zamboanga from all
corners of the Philippines, sixty-s:.x persons all together.

The theme of the fn.rst day was "Commum.ty“ - The day v

started with shared prayers on & Scripture theme about com

munity, This was done in small groups. The rest of the day
included talks, d:.acuss:.on, exchanges of experiences,, and
reports. " . . S -

, The theme of the second day was “Discemmen'l:." Thefe
were shared prayers, talks, exchanges of éxperiences, and
an evaluation of group process, which led to a crisis,: and -
a resolution of the under-the-surface conflicts - exis’cmg
within the. group.This process cleared the air- for a freer

and more fruitful g;roup m'teraction dumng the follomng‘
days.

Towards the end of the moming, Fr. Jose \'Blanco,‘the :
‘National ‘Assistent, .spoke at length on discernment.  He
made use of concep‘ks contained in Fr. Futrell's art:.cle on
"Tenatian Discernment™ without using its ’cec‘hnzcal termin~
0logy. In the aftermoon the @ssembly again broke up into o
‘groups - this time according to age: adults, collége, high -
‘sehool -~ to discuss further with the assista.nce of priests
..end religious, -the whole topic of individual and commmal
discermment. After an “hour all came together again to
" share insights and infomat:.on that had come from thia group*

-dlscusszon. / : S .

The theme of the third day was "Work", - Fr. Blanco
. spoke on seeking and recognizing the "signs of the times"
- as each one personally and corporately turned to face the o
" work of God's. Kingdom, The assembly then broke up 4nto
- small groups to discuss the signs of the. times as they re-
. cognized them. Iater in the morming the group leadere re—
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and mpress:.ons presented in the groups.

&f‘ter only ‘a brlef 1uneh break *bh:ts sub:;ec‘t; was con- -
’tmued ‘and  the members of the Assembly summarized their
ideas on the "signs" under e number of headmgs~ ‘education,

a economic situation, political mtuatmn, “Christian forma-

.*t;:.on, “rjustice, and lmbera’t:.on. “There were strong differ- .
- ences of opinion as to whe'ther the" General Council should
~ ‘take any stand, that is, make a -statement and pledge to

B oarry it out later. After some discussion and at Fr. Blan- -

g co's suggestlon all agreed that they. would go into aperiod
.of communial dellbera'blon about this precise point. Fr.Blan-
co earefully explamed the method (as in Fr. Toner's ar—

" ticle) and set ug a fle:nble tme-‘ta’ble for the dlscemmg

. process.

It was about 5 00 P M. ‘that +the  asseémbly broke .up -
m’to a number of smaller groups aga:m according to . age
level. Each group followed 'the ‘same. process:. first present’
" ing reasons against taking a stand, the reasons for it,
,n.nterspersmg periods of private reflectlon a.nd -prayer. F1
“nally, 211 ‘decided privately and voted on the issue. . Thls
_process lasted more than four hours ~ interrupted only by
"~ .supper taken in’ s:Llence. - The resul'b was that out of the
sixty-six part:.clpants, sixty were- for- taking . a .stand.
There followed & simple "witnessing" before the assemhly
about what this prayerful deciding' and strong stand meant
%o oneself a.nd one's life: this was most impress:.ve.

, At 10 00 P, M. the aay s concelebrated Mass closed
. and crowned th:.s pemod of dlscemment and decxsion. R

. The last day was devo't:ed to Natmnal Federatlon busi-
- ness but all its activities were affected by the &pirit-
- and themes of the flrst three. days-community,dlscernment, -
and mission. : . . ,

‘Among: "bhe many ‘comments on 'I:he experienee by par'tic:L-_n
‘ pan‘cs was the followmg- "The ‘conmunal dlscernmen‘t... had-
been prepared for by the group dynamics, by the talks and
- @iscussions on. ‘community, by the dmily ‘sessions, shared .

- of such dellbemtmg changed “the whole Council. atmosphere
: j;from 'bha’l: of aiscussmn to- one- of sharmg of ideas -and ine

NS VR
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o fomtion., I‘L‘ in;wcted an awareness cff God's presence a:nd
‘& fel‘h need for Hia continual ln.ght and. strength.

trhe follow:.ng is the ac‘tual statement dra.wn dumng
»'th:.s meeting of December 1971 and which was reaffirmed by
the General Council of April 1973 : .

"The thl:.ppine National Federa'l:zon of Chr:.stiaa‘ ‘

- Life Commmnities feeling the urgency of the times,
affirms along with other concerned grou‘ps, the
task of liberating our people and helping to-
wards the total development of the nat:.on.

" We- affim that as- Chris'tians we are called to
this work of liberation and development. We be-
lieve that it is part of our Christian witness
to affirm that the:work of liberation and devel~
opment is a fulfillment of the des:.gl of the
Fa:l:her. ) . ‘ o

In view of th:i,s we set for ourselves the follow—
ing pnorines and imperatives to be carried out
-and imPlemented. We shall seek thelr ‘implementa-
tion in our respective units, even as we take a
stand on these pr:.urit:r.es as a Isfa‘blonal Federa-
‘bion. ' :

l, We will. carry out a progz‘am towards the fozma» :
“tion of-the authentic Chr:.st:.an- we mll seek
the formation and practice of a liturgy that
incorporates Filipino Life: its velues, cm.;- L
ture and problems. e :

. We will work and fight for the equita’ble dis
trivution of goods and resources and help
-set up the structures that support th:.s eun.—
table dlstribu'bion. ,

~We shall help to carry out the task of liber-
ation: to work with the victims of oppression
g0 that they come to full freedom and de~
velopment; to work with those who unknowingly
have lent themselves to the dehumanizing con—

- ditions Ffor they . too are in need of libera-
tion. We shall work for the development 'of
the total man.



http:i'ormatiOn.lt

o:t‘:t‘-shoo‘t of our pseudo-democracy, - con'bn.nues :
to_be. the cause of so much injustice and vn.ol
ence. We will ‘do in our ‘power what we can as
a Christian commumity, to help break this
source ‘of tyranny and mgustlce.

. We call for an educat:.onal system that truly
foms soc:.al oonsciousness ‘in us Filipinos i

- we demand that “the educaticnal ‘process truly.
'ami effectlvely plant in the Filn.pmo a }mow~
ledge and pursult of human values.

We are aware that thls 1s a tremendous task that
we have taken upon ourselves.J We perce:we the
: paln:t‘ul imphcatlons of -this Chrlstlan afflma,-
tien, But we dare not keep silence, for the cause
of the many :.ngus‘tz.ces and mman:.tn.es we want
“to fight against  can very well be laid at our
feet. In these urgent times, to keep silence and
_not to take a stand, +to take a stand -and not to
~act on it, - is %o deny the very essence - of our
Chrlst:.an connmtment.“

‘Benjamin SIM, S.J.
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‘ A GLC SEMINAR
_ REPORT of en EXPERIENCE

The first part of this article -appeared

- in the issue of September, 1973. It de-

. .-scribed the goal and the’ method of a for

. mation seminar arranged by the Neatiomal

Federation of Gemany The conclusion of

" the. ar‘t::.cle, which we publish below, an-

alyzes the stages of the exyer:.ence and
,evaluates 11:. o

~ ,Struc'l%ure of a Weekend

To-have & clearer idea of the method used in the seminar,
it would be best to take one of the weekends step. by step.

- The one used will be the second-of the six ‘weekends, which -
in its content eorresponds to the crisis phase.: Th:.s will
"be 2 confrontation with the reality of Evil in all its di-
'mensions, not merely-{end, dwring this weekend, not espec—
~ially) the dimension of personal guilt, but above all " the

'.L,"o'bject:.ve" facde that it presents: - the social dimension,
such as-injustice, oppress:.un, war... and the psychic and

- material consequences, such as misery, sickmness, death. It
is a m’t’ner of going- beyond the illusory certi*lmdes with N
wh:.ch one too easily flees from. reali‘ty, in order to -exper
ience one's weakness, one's powerlessness, one's entangle-
men’c in :[n;justice, ‘one's inabllzty to l:.'bera:!:e oneself.

Thxs means, as regards methocl that on. Fr:.day' nighf: af- -
~ter a .short exchange in small groups over the experiences
" of the penod ‘since the last session, & survey .of the
- +theme and _program of the weekend is given. This-closes
with a shared plcture-meditatlon, Yooked on as a sign of
~ accord, Saturday morning begins with an introduction to
" the theological implications - of guilt, as ‘a refusal of
love, & rupture of comminication, a destruction of life.
~ The image is a negative one,. opposed  to creation - which
~ takes place out of love.and by love, and emphasizing the

-7
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: : - that follows, done cdn
~gmall groups, is carried out through various forms of non-
' verbal meditation (drawing metaphors, 8 collages made of
‘ ,pictures or mmes). e : ‘ o

"l‘he aftemoon begz.ns with a presentatlon of the s‘hmcture

' - and effects of ‘defense mecha.n:tsms, as an introduction %o a -

psychological reflection. An hour ig ‘then spent in personal

- reflection ‘{some questions are given to help) on one's own .
kpersonal ‘history viewed from this standpoint. Then there

is an ‘exchange on this in small groups, after whlch a plen ’
ary session offers ‘the opportunity to discuss, ‘questions
' that may have arisen. The recapﬁ;ulatlon of th:xs day takes

the form of a penance lﬁ:urgy., : S

: VSunday moming starts with a 'permd for individwl medita-
tion. Then &i - explanatlon is given of the phases of group
process, after which, in an exchange, this theory is con-
fronted with the experiences to date of each person. ‘There

- follows & presentation on the meaning of the evaluation

- (examination). of the day ‘and-of the practice of the revis-
-ion of 1life, - along with sone practlcal q‘uest:.ons “to “help
~in this.- This last exercise is done with a view to stimu-

g ukle.tmg their insertion -into this phase -during '!:he commg,‘

" weeks: The weekend closes in the afternoon with'a E‘ucha.r—,

o igtic celebra'tlon that includes a2 ‘shared medl’batlon and a

Agroup evaluatlon, of the two days. '

: In‘croductlon and Ehcgerimen‘cat:.on

‘ ‘Thls deta:.led descmpt:.on of the weekend (wh:xch in 1173 es
‘ entlal elements ‘was the same in all “three sem:mars) 1llus ]

trates what was said earlier about the method used. To the -
. change in theme;corresponds, a change  in ‘the methods em-

ployed. But the aim is always to assure that the partici-
‘pants enter. as ‘fully as possible into -the ‘theme of the
weekend, and, in doing so, enter into the new phase of. per
‘sonal experlmentatlon or m'bo ‘its further development. A%
- the least,  this is done by gett:mg a- theoretical - grasp of
- the next- step in the. process. of the Exercises. For even if

21l  the part::.c:.pants began together, ‘and.even if it wds.
. possible for them to mske the first steps: at the same. time,
clear d:.fferenees among the parhlc:,pants emerge a.s “the. pro .

18-




:cels goes on.One ;peree:.ves 'bhat the "cmsis phase" entered'
.into: the second weekend *bhough it was only a begzming or.

. an initial effort, was nonetheless lived very intensely by -

the participants. -More and more it took hold of: different -
‘sectors of their life, so that it was far from: ‘being over
and-.done with when the seminar process introduced the next
step. Since, on the one hand, to avoid the crisis or seem -

to avoid it would have been. eontrary tothe goal of the sem

" inar (a2nd to the method of the Exercises), besides being
qui'l;e ineffective, and on the other hand, it was nécessary

to communicate a’ global and :.n—dep'th view of the Exercises -

process within the time available, . & plan was adopted for
the -later -weekends: that. took account of- 'bhese‘fa.ctors.
This was to allow each one +to live the process in the way
‘that" stemmed from his own experience as gone through, but
t0’ continue to mtmduee further theory, coupled vwith some
prac'b:.cal exercises, -This made it possible for those who
were reaay £0. expenence in an .existential way the new .
fs'bep, while for o:bhers it opened the door to at least a -
;par't:.al experlence of 11:. : ; S

‘Extemal Stmc‘bure of the Semmar

,As said already, the- semma.r cons:sted ef 8 series oi‘ s:ut

- »wee.rkends running from Priday night to. Sunday afternoon.

“In one’ of ‘the seminers, the first weekend had been reé-.

‘placed by a five-day course, during which the participants -

made & personal decision for or against taking part in the

seminar, (There was still the possibility of discontinuing -

‘the seminar in the course of it--just as .is “true - crf ‘the. Ex
ercises even after they have been begun.) . - e

.,The program of +the weekends was pla.zmed by a guiﬁing tea.m,
"of 2 or 3 persons (not therefore originated by, the parhicm
‘ipants). At the same time it was strongly shaped also by
“the activity snd eypenmentatlon of the part:.cipem:s, ‘and

~ 'in part of the groups as such.

During the weekends, elements were also fumished whlchl

©would help those . participating  to pursue the process and

%o make it concrete  in “their day-to~-day life during the
four or eight weeks un‘t:.l the next weekend, Theseé included.
'Vpo:Ln'hs of" medrl;ation {some Scr;ptural passages) methods
of prayer, and elements of the CLC way of life th&t could
be of“spercial significance during this period. There were

_;‘19 o .
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: ﬁkex‘bs © Schoonenberg, Hugo- and Karl
; : 3onhoeffer, J. Ratzinger).. Also a Series
of quest:ons -I:o ‘help ezdch one make, halfuway between the
- two weekends, a "tentative. “inventory", - so as to evaluate
the ex;pemences 'hhus far- made and. s0 use more wn.sely the
‘rest of ‘l;he t:une s‘till left. S .

One of 'l;he prerequisites for *bak:u.ng .:par"t din 'I:he seminer -
was an agreement to ‘choose & spiritual adviser from the
start of the experience. His role was to ‘help. the partlcl-/
pant. to stay on the right track, to continue on, to persé-
-vere, and 'bo “dlscern" 'hhe next. step ‘l:o be 'taken.

- To m-tegrate wha'b ’the seminer was offer:mg 1n'l;o ordmary
- life and to gain expemence in - worklng with others, two
" types -of supervise& in-service tra:.m.ng were found 'I:o be
very useful, Each participant  (up-io. naw these have been
mainly group. leaders, youth workers. ' and social . workers}
- underwent a continuing experienee m-th aazother group ( eith
er ag leader or member). ‘Also each one fulfllled the role ’
of counsellor in a rela fxonship with one other person.
These roles each reviewed ‘through a peripdic report and
~ through an interview- {of at least one hour, every’ 4‘*weeks)
© with the person charged- wi‘th supervis:mg this’ ac-blvi'l;y of
“his. . Thus éach éne leamed, both how. better 1o recognize,

" plan and modify ‘his own conduct as well. as how to make. V

- better use in the future of the experlences h.e had. The

members. of the. guld:mg team’ ‘and others with. competence and

iexpenence were 'vallahle 'l;o 'bhe par‘b:.clpants for this sug‘
’as for -bhe role ‘of spzmtual gu:xde).

In the course of :the last two-thirds of the year, those

o tak:.ng the seminar made 8 days or more of the Spiritual Bx

erclSeS.The seminar endeﬂ wi-l:h a. sessa.on such ag descmbed]
. above.

' Role of the Gomammi'by

Ve .,poke 4ear1mr~of a. "grm;g" mak:mg ‘hhe sem:mar toge'hher.

a f,sed Vona;sthe -s:.tuatwn) ’mr!; Aa‘bove all shardng'bhe experience
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oi‘ bemg on- the same aourney, developed and re:mforced dur - |
mg the semnar strong commtmity rela’cmnships.‘ ' ’

In sp:.te of’ 'bhat the part:.clpan'bs ‘l:a.ken together d:.d not
ferm & CIC, whn.ch would pursue its growth ag a group. Thus
no coherent group process resulted, whose phases would
“have paralleled as do those of the :mdividual growth proe
ess, the stages of the Exercises. The commum‘hy was. rather °
‘a f:n.eld to exercise .activity, - the place where each sought
to make - his wey with the help of the group.’ mns is why‘ :
the decision to take part in the seminar, and to continie
or to stop, was taken from the standpomt ‘of each :md:.v:.du
al, without tak::mg eccount of the group wh:wh one aomed
or frem wh:.ch one - separa.ted.

Here oo ‘one not:.ces ‘a parallel mth the Exerclses: “wlnler
they are an individual process (even in ‘the case ‘where &
- group makes the personally-guided Exercises toge'bher} the

commnn:Lty aspect is not absent. The eeclesn.al comm:,ty»
.of faith. is the’ basic carrler ‘of the whole enterprise, and
jbhis is. felt in a special vay in the Euchamstic celebra—
tion, Even without the usual forms of interection between
the par't:.c:.pants, an m‘bens;fmatlon of rela'tlons resu.lts
from a kind of sghared ‘base of experience and “from the’
members? pray:er for each other, So within the 3 groups. of
participants a deep commmity sense developed " which - was
certamly Aimportant for their future work. It was easy to -
see that in the course of the seminar, readiness to share
“&nd. ‘communicate and an aptitude for teamwork develaped
very much, -This has had repercussions both on their om
communities and on their activity -and service in general.
Th:ts result was among the goals -vie had set in th:is for—
mation of leaders. . ;

-

Assessment of the Sem.nar

i‘hz.s accmmt deta:.led and yet fragmentary, has ‘tried ‘hoT
‘sketch an experience with meny facets. Now at the end “the
question arises: what have been the results? what. ‘are the
pos::i:xve pom‘hs the d:.ffn.cul'!;n.es, the questions remain1ng‘>~

Smce 11; is a process of ‘some dephh it is as mportant )
before launching such en effort, to select well the partic

“ipants and to clarify the requis:n.tes, as it is before be- -

ginn:.ng the personally~g,u1ded Exercises. A problem ‘l:hat Te
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‘ mains 1s in rega;' to a part "ipant who has begnn the ex- ,
‘ gemence hu*l; who aﬁ:er a certain period o longer - carmes '

_out fully the practlcal expemmentation expected, How does.
one help him reach a decision to continue or not, so as to;
avoid, ,both for him and the group as a whole, the d:.ssatn.s
faction resulting from a partial commitment. Another d1ff:|.
culty not yet resolved is the case of & couple where only
“one of the partners is able ’bo follow the process.

" On 'the whole, the three sem:.nars were strlk:.ngly success-
ful. This was seen especlally in the seriousness and sin-
eerrby mth which people gave themselves to the process of
conversion. ‘While this would be expressed differently for
each of the participants, still one can siy that there was
evident among all a deeper -integration of the different
sectors of their llfe, a greater unlty between: faith and
llfe, be‘bween prayer and service. .

_As regards CLC -activity in general it resulted in a more
' specific and more ‘independent commitment on the part of
each, ‘as well as an mtens:.f:mation of work with members, .
: mth ex:tstmg groups, even the creation of new groups. The.
gshared experiential base newl;sr ‘felt not only made further
- ‘collaboration possible, but the actmu’cy ‘pursued in small
- groups continues to-offer the parbmxpants ‘the- op:por‘t\mmy
‘Yo mutuzlly aid each other in rendering’ further service
along the ln.nes of this experience. Fmally, it .should be
‘noted that this intensive formation should not be viewed
ag the only way to introduce E:} person 'I:o CLC nor -as the
initial- WAY .- In general & participant, before. entering in-
to an e:x:perlence of this- length will already have taken
part in courses,. preparatory forms of the. E{erc:t.ses, some-—
times ‘even +the personally guided Exercises. With such a
foundation, the seminars so far carried out -have shown
themselves +to be the most effective tool %o° date for the
formation of 1eaders and ‘80 for the fur't;hermg of C‘LC in

: ’Germany
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Hong Kong Tederation will have its General Assembly Dec.
22.24, also . with an Augsburg——related theme- "CLO~ to l:.b-
erate self and others".

4% Calcutta in India,' interested CLC members made the guid
ed Exercises from Oct. 2-11, with Pr. Bruylents, former
provineial, as the instructor. Five shorter retreats were
also arranged in early October.

Japan's  recent convention, with the theme "liberation

_ from the value-system of today's Japasn", .was described by
‘a participant as ‘"an explosion of spirit, joy and desire
to serve". In October 2 seminar on the Spiritual Exercises

and Japanese spirituality was started and 8—&ay and 5 dayV
Exerc:Lses retreats are planned.

Lebanon's CLC review (in Arabic) and that 04. Indones:.a
{entitled INSPIRASI) are the newest national federation
publications to arrive at the World Secretariat. How we
wish we had the gift of tongues to understand every word
of them! But they do make us rea.llze -bha'h CLG is :mdeed a -
world. movemen'b. . : - <

»L.&‘I‘IN AI.‘IERICA

In Sao ,'t’aulo,A Brazil, the first Exercises retreat of 8
days' length for CLC members is scheduled for Ja.nuary 13—-
20 19740 ] ) : .- o

Latin Amencan national :t‘edera-blons, in con;mnc tion m.th
the World Federation, are explorirg by means of a guestion -
nzire, the practical first steps to be taken toward an
eventual cont:mental CLC 1ns‘c:.tu'te or course.

In Venezuela,. the CLC groups in Maracal’oo {one- of um.ver-—
sity students, the other m secondary school) ‘have drawn
real inspiration from the information the Augsburg. Assenm-
bly g;ave them of CLC efforts elsewhere on the contmen't.

' NORTH AMERICA |
Vmen the CIC. Federation of +he Unrl;ed States met in Iowa'

City in August, .community was its theme, with special in
terest being shown in. comnmnrby discernment and ithe com=

- 23
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uCLC 1ntereet is- growing in Holland, stimulated first by
‘a vzsit 0f Fr, Peulussen and then by the Rome Course and
i‘.Augshurg Assembly. ' Planned for early January is a weekend .
cof dntroduction to CLC for about twenty lay. people and
priests. The team prepering this session met with José
Gsell in 1ate October to dlseuss possmhllltles.f

Among the more effective CLCS . ;n Irelend 13 'hhe Men’s So
dality of St. Fram:ls Xavier! 'S Church in Dublin. . Nade up
entirely of men, many of them wo ’kmgmen, the community
is involved in ‘a dozen different ’tmv:rt:.es, mcludlng a .
credit union, &an  ecumenical Scnp ure . group, ‘and a shop
* selling booklets and other i‘sems.

The CLC You‘t;h Canventmon of I‘tal Cat Asslsi, drew & reg
ord 280 partmwlpants all of them ee,mes‘b and enthus:.astlc. B
The youth newssheet hes now 'become a pnnted CLC publlca—
tion entrhled AZIGNE (Action)

Malta's na-bmnal federatzon held 1ts a.nnual semlna.r Sep-

. ‘tember 26 - .28 at Floriana, “with canference topics " being

"The Personal Call of the Secular" . and "Life of CLC Mem~
bers", In the alscusrs‘iona, members shared experiences of
CLC 1ife,inl i'l'.vhe':i;r:' -i;eirishes’.ﬁ o

I Snam too 1% ‘was the tlme for national- meehngs. Two
groups within the na'b:.onal cgnfederatlon, 4hat of Warried .
 Couples and that of FECUN {(university. students) held their
‘national assemblles in Oc‘bober, in - the same 1ocatlon, end

" this worked out well, FECUN is us:.ng with:success an 1n1‘l:- -

iation into CILC splrl‘tualmtv which. they call "women'bs" It
';'star'ts with basic and generzal elements and . gradually devel
; ops mor‘e fully -bhe dlsnos:.‘tians needed x"or the Exerclses.

;;AFRTCA and MADAGASGAR

'In Mada@scar, 132 leaders and members of CLC of the Pian-
. arentsoa Diocese met for a formation session of some days.
Exchanges centered ‘especially onthe General Prlnc:Lples ow
- translated -intb Malag&sy. ALl were.much: interested in The

© rese Ra:vaonoré's acrcoum of - the Angs’mrg *’,ssembly and the

Rome Course .
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