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THIS ISSUE has a different format 
than usual. It even takes liber­
ties ••• 

Most of its usual features have. been 
lIbumped ll so as to give more place to 
the General Assembly of Augsburg '73. 
To report on it, i tseemedbest to 
ask one of the 170 participants to 
give his observations., impressions 
ana. comments. On the pages at the 
right then appearlj3 the account ofa 
participant who, along with all' the 
others, lived fully these five .days. 
This account is paralleled, on the pa 
ges at the left, by certain data and 
recollections, attempting to cOnvey 
to all our readers as exact a picture 
as possible of this gathering. 

For lack of space. here, reports on 
the international formation course of 
Rome (July 18-August 3), in which 105 
delegates . from 31 countries took 
part, and on the eLC youth gathering 
at Taize (August 10-16) will be kept 
for the November issue. 

TheOD4Y a~icle of the usual type we 
have kept is one iIi the serie.s on for 
mation experiences in different coun= 
tries. So we present here the "CLC­
Seminar" as carried out by the Nation 
al Fe.deration of Germany. It is de= 
scribed by the Augsburgteam that be­
gan it. 

We conclude with the very encouraging 
message that. 'Pope Paul VI addressed 
to alL the CLCs . of. the world 'as he· 
spoke to the 105 delegates present at 
the audience of August 1, 1973. 
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AUGSBURG'73 

OLe,: A .COIYlllBJJNITl ..AT ,THE .SERVICE 

OF THE LIBERATION OF ALL MEN 


'" I was not·adelega,te•.Rather, I was among those who, 
in all congresses; are .designa,1fea.a.s u.obse;rversll. Those 
pe.ople,supp.osedlycurious,. who are tliought ;of as viewing 
the world gnd men with . a benevolent ;Q.eutral±ty. Isthat 
why I was asked to write these1:ines? To tell the tru.th, I 
am too involved ';iJ::l, the Ch:ristian Life COmIrnmities to be 

'satisfif;ld W±th stat'ing what IODseMed, . like a .filmor a . 
. t.ape recorderwhichl.!'eYI'oduceswhat it has recorded. I 
ask aU 'the partiCfipantsto be f·orgiven if I seem. to them 
:t;o lack objectivity•. FOr mE),tll.at is impossible, .since I 
didnotatall "observe tl during this week of Augu:st 4--9, 
J;973~t Augsbt!:rg. I lived. 

saturday, August' 4,: In a new environment ••• bewildered 
-....- ...... -, ay~ • .....----------."",.-----.,..~--

To start. with,;.a very .paake.d hour, that .of ourarri:v~. 
a.1. As we. came into Augsbti.rg, a :heavy downpour dimn:led the 
wimlshieldof ourcar,an.d it wa~ hard to read the siep:ls 
that marked our path: LEITERSaOFEN, EXEaZITIENHAUS ST.' 
:PAULUS. :aut. of. a sttdd$ the rain stopped, and pale ,SUll""" 

light lit up the-white l::Juildings: we are there! It is 
some minutes past ,£:30 in the evening, ,gnd we can hear the 
hubbub of the d1n;;ng.,room. :But first, the' welcome •. The 
word is. weak..I .knew already that, since our hosi;swere 
'German, the. organiZation would be perfect. But it was all 
Bavarii:jl. which met my.eyes,,· in native costume, with the 
.smilesdf ;Trh:ie~. Ga:criel.e, Peggy,Ingeborg, and' .the 
:fneniIly helP:f':u.lnesstlf John, LatTY , Rudolf••• The welcome 
was s:o wa:rm that 'Ql'le even: forgot all Was perfectly .organ­
ized! We weretl'!$:ento'our ,rooms, then t.o the dining hall• 
.It was tboSmaJ.l: people :w~e ·Eia,t.il'l:g.in ..the .spa.ci.O'\ls hall"'!' 
waY toe. ttwent 'right t'O one'sh'eart:' here, in this tiny 
<S:PaC'~1 it was, . Saint:tgna.tiuswouldsay, "the whole c:!:!, 
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t:ui:tof the earth"1 filledwith.,:b.mnanbeings, in their di--. 
vsrsityof dress and attitudes~ ~somE(white, some black, 
;::lome at j?eace, some at warn ,mE';lna.nilwomenof all nations, 
young and old. •• .An impression .heigh,t.ened a. moment later 
when Otmar SCHIESSL, Presi4ent 'of the ~FederatiQnofGerma-' 
ny,· ~eeted each 01' the thirty-ninedele~tions by name, 
'inteITl)l;pted ea.ch time by.the AsSembl¥'sapplause • 

.One hundred and ea.gh,ty, participants,counting the'mem 
bers 'of the Execntive Council, invitedg\1ests and the in=­
dei'atigable IIstaff"... Witholltcounting.those who, with/us 
ifJ,spirit, sent theirmessagE';ls: Hi.sHoliness POlle Paul VI, 
Bishop Au.det, F;atllerGenE';lral Arrupe, and Doctor GOPllE';ll"1 
~e1\1inisterof BaY~ia••.• Yes, truly, 

IILord.,wE';l come. 'fromthE';l four c.orners of earth,' 
Here we are With1{ou.!,i 

Rare;Ly.Jw;sthkent:t'anCe song ·01' our·first .Eu.charist to... 
. gather stru'<ik me .I!I;S being. so richly exact. So too the 

choice. of texts for our Mass of .the.Annunciation, where 
the whole unive:t'seis present in : the little house of Naz­
areth when the. .Angel comes to visit Mary • 

.Sunday, AUg\1st 5 :Vlho are you? 
,-~-~-' - - ~-----:---

.Last night (this morning, rather) I .slept like a log. 
When Iwo1l::e up, I tried to take stock of things. So much 
already in .so short.a time, . from the 'WJ3.y to Use the 'ear­
'Phones for simultaneous translation' (which onentust not 
forget to detach after et;l.ch usage!). to the message of Fa­
ther Arrupe on the ties offa:!.th and16ve that link local 
cQmmunities and the universal "community. And I askedmy-' 
self how,startingfrom our introductions of the night be­
fore, at. once .global and emotional, we wouldJl8isson to 
the s:t:ecific work of this·Assembly. 

There was need to make acquaintance of as many per­
sons as possible in a minimum of time•.There were first of 
all the- language g:t'01.lPS • Mine, sma,11erthan some ,inaJ.1.lde.d 
two French, a Lebanese, a Lu:xenfbu.rger, a Malagasy, a Bra 
zil;i.an: six persons from. four continents, 'that's not bad! 
'A thick prog:t'am folder had been given Us wb±'Ch itself gave 
an overall picture of th~ . federationsrepresented...-their 
strong and weak points, theirvm.Y of life,. their under.. 
f;!tanding of social and political problems, their internat­
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ional tie.s. But notliing, is as go.od as an exch~e in small 
grOUps or, better still, a conversatioll betweentw6, under 
the eye of the "official" photo~pher who, goel;J abOut snaP. 
p1ng anyone he can!... What a .joy to chat ~th 'Jerome, 'lIf3' 
friend from Madagascar! It was as if we were meeting a.­
gain, . a'bove and 'beyond the 'tortured history of our two 
countries, in a, new community, that of our World Federa­
tion~ . . 

'Chance me~tings had even be'iln planned (oh HildegaI'd­
ian paradox!). Two concentric circles danced on the grass, 
moving.in'different directions, to the guitar beat of Peg­
gy and fieli. When the music stopped, there were two or 
three words, two or three gestures (no time for more) with 
the man or woman opposite me ••• and the dance continued.. 
But when we happened to meet again '. (this time rea1.1y by 
chance) 'at allieal or anal;3sembly y" "in the h~l ora.t the 

. masEl, one remembered .thosetwo words or those three ges­
tures and it was. a sign of recognition,••• 

Finall;V, at night, it was the, soul ,of all ,the ,coun­
tries that set itself to sing! From the BraziliB,nsamqa.',to 
the graceful choreography of InQi~n dance, from the :En.&, 
lishparody to the .Chinese chorus, while the Bavarian bl\ler 
:Uowed in the steins! 

~day.z.~~~~! 6: wa~igna?-~ 

, However, we. had even now put our shoulders to the 
wheei~ Yesterday already Jose GSELL bad presented herac­
tivities report and Jolln PARSONS his financial report. 

In the: report of Jose, which SI.1lIIlllaZ'izes the life 'of 
. the World Federation and the, work of >the Executive Coun­
cil, one reads 'between the lines as well the intense acti!: 
ity of the Rome Secretariat directed by her. Alrea.dy ,in 
her report stand out the main tllemes soon to ,be .debated: 
justice and liberation, the Spiritual Exercises,comm,unity 
life, inte:rnati:Onal relations. Reflected too in the' ac­
count is the friendly and active collaboration petweentlie 
CLCs and the. Society of JeSjlS, represented here by more 
than forty Jesuits, thanks especially ,to the pe~ent c0u. 
tacts made over a three-year period through the trips' vis­
its and· correspondence of Fr. Nick RIEMAN and d.ose. . 

All that under the theme of our Assembly: "CLe': 'A COM 
MU:N!TY AT THE SERVICE OF THE LIBERA!):!ION OF ALL MEN". But 
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Ali'RICA and r.1A.DAGASCAR· 

- Madagascar 
-.Rhociesia 
- south Africa 

Tanzania 
..,. Zambia 

NORTH AlVIERICA 

- Canada 
- U • .3 •..&• 
..,. A.C.U. 

ASIA and }ilIDD~E EAST 

. - china.-Tai\"l8.n 

. - Hong-Kong 
..,. India 
_ Indonesia 
- Japan 

Lel;la.rion 

- Philippine 

..,. Sri Lanka. 

.;.. Vietnam· 


.8 ..,. 

LATIN AlVIERICA 

-.Argentina, 
..,. Br:azil 
- Chile 
- Colombia 
- Dominican Rep. 
- lilexico 
- Peru 
- Uruguay 
..,. Venezuela 

.EUROPE 

- Austria 
..,. Belgiurn ([W. end F 1. ) 

England i 

- France 

- Germany 

- Ireland 

- Ii;aly 


Luxembourg 

- Malta 

- Netherlands 

- Poland 

..,. Spain 

..,. SwHzer1.and 




we did not yet glimpse the seed.s of confrontation under.... 
neath those words. 

Star:t;ing this morning, they began to be evident. Justo 
GONZALl!Z-TARRIO h?-d ju/?t spoken. of the liberation of the hU 
man person through: the Exercises.He· recalled that the Church 
must continuallY be reformed, but that this form.u:.la. ,risked 
being nothing more than.a. sloglln if the reform was 110t a 
personal conver;'lion of availability to the Word of tIod 
that' challenges us and invites us to a: permanent con­
frontation with reality so as to make spiritual disc.ern­
ment effective. After his conference, Enrique COMAS DE limN ' 
DOZA 'tOOk the stand to underline vigorously that collec:: 
tive sin precedes our. personalEiin, and that there will 
never be personal liberation if 'wedonot fr~e ourselves 
from this collective sin by combatting it. 

The nine group reports that we listened to tonight 
accented this cleavage. Some of themstresl3 the liberation 
of the 'one who makes the Exercises'; with the words disc.ern 
ment, faith, cOurage, interior,peaee coming up.intheu r!: 

,marks. Others, basing thems.elveson the meditation' of the 
Two .Standards , insist more '. On the role of the Exercises in 
leading those who make theln to commit themselves to ;the 
struggle for the liberation of men. Certain of them detect 
a ..kind of lIangelismtl in some .methods .ofpresenting the ~Ex­
ercises. In his synthesi.s tllis evening,Father EomcioDE 
LA. COSTA will set in relief these dif:ferences of int,erpre­
tation, whose soUrce lies in the d:f;versity of-lived exper­
iences. , 

The discussion has begun and, perhaps, the .criSis.. 

Of today, I retain above all. one picture. •It is the 
day of our '.Eu.charistic celebration lIin manyla.n.gw;l.ges,tI 
mainly those of the Far East • The altar is adorned'in '.. Jap­
anese fashion, the incense tapers are slnoking, the bread 
and wine arebrough,t uJlat the offertory but also the ·rice 
and flo\.vers andfruit. The entrance song' cQmes "from the ' 
Philippines, the penitential petition is Indian; the first 
reading is done in ArabiC, the gospel read in Chinese;' the 
VietnameSe s'ingthe Ave Maria; , the Sanc:tus and the Agnus 
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General Them.e .. : 

CLC: 	A COI'ITh'lUNITY AT THE SERVICE OF 
THE LIBERATION OF ALL MEN 

Saturday, August 4 (evening) 

- Opening session 

- Eucharistic celebration 


Sunday, August 5 

GErTING ACQUAINTED 
with each other 

- with the CLCs of other countries 
- with the state of the World Federation 

.. 1Ionday, August 6 

LIBERATION OF THE HUMAN PERSON 
Iritroduction by Justo Gonzdle:z-Tarrlo sj' 

Tuesday; August 7 . 	 . • 
CLC,1'lE.ANS OF PERSONAL MiD CDrm.tUNITY LIBERATION 
Introduction by Ale;x Lefrank sj 

Wednesday, August 8 

LIBERATION OF ALL ~rEN .: OUR COI\l1~ONOBJECT.IVE 
Intr.oduction by Horacio de la Costa s j 

Thursday ~ August 9 

Conclusions of the work in small groups 
rlleetings of national delegations i • 

PRESENTATION AND ADOPTIOn OF FUTURE OR1~'"TATIONS 
Election of Executive Council 
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Dei are in Ita:1ian 'and Flemish; after the consecration, 
the acclamation is from Zambia, the communion song Mal­
tese, the beatitudes are chant.ediD. Japanese, the reces­
sional is in Malagasy. Everyone understands as if it 'were 
his native language; at any rate, sings with all his heart. 
~'Look . on Your Church, Lord, spread' across the worldll ••• 

still, I had the impression. that many seats were em:p­
ty. In fact; the Eucharist had already begun when arrived, 
little by little, one by one, their faces serious as if 
they were' strangers to oUr community, our Spanish-speaking 
brothers and sisters. A sens,e'of lman:imjty waslacking.~ .. 

I learned a little later that they had hesitated a 
long moment aboutpartici:pating .for. they no longer felt 
one with the assembly. They.had not recognized in the pres 

. entation of Alex LEFRANK their deepest aspirations in. the 
matter of the. IIcommunity at the service of the libera:tion 
of a:1l men".' Alex showed how the collll'l!tmity, in· the measure 
that it permits the integration of all of1ife, and dispo~ 
ibilityand discernment with a view to maki,ng deCisions, 
is for all its .members, through and. even by means of . the 
crises that threaten its existence, a. sohool of' libe~y. 
It was an e:x::pos~ of great depth and clarity of thought. 
13utin it the spaniards .and the Latin-Americans did not 
feel they heard the echo and the challenge of the events 
of titEjl world as they experienced them in their own persons. 
And from this arose the cont'lict that had just appeared. 
It went to the heart of" the q1iestions we were posing for 
ourselves: What are the CLCs. fer? . What is liberation? In 
the course of' his synthesis of the day , Larry STTIm would 
r$,ise the 'crucial question ahead: "Where are wegoi.ng? and 
what do i do if I do not agree?1I . 

The day was to close more caJinly. In the course O'f an 
int'ormal gathering, but which included a great number of 
people, the Spanish group eXplained their viewpoint~ By 
the early hours of the mOrning. I had reached. the.. conYic­
tion that the more people' were able to express themsl:!lves, 
the more receptive they became.• One after the other Ramon, 
3;latric1o" Gineida, .; Alberto told what liberation meant for 
their communities in their countries,. and, a long discus­
sion ensued, frat~rn.aland in great mutua:!. . respect. '(But, 
at the moment when I . write these lines, September 12, how 
:painfully Lrecall your words, ·oh 1.!f3 friends of Chile!) 
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SHARING (in small groups pf·5) of the rfruitof 
the personal meditation made by each at the 
_day's start 

PRES.Er'l1:,ATION. of the day's the.TJ1e arid introduc­
tion t,o, personal and community research into 
it 

Time :for personal re:fle.ction 

LISTENING GROUP (in permanent language group­
ings of 12 persons) :for sharing the re:f1ec­
tionsof each 

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATION 

DISCUSSION GROUP (in the groups o:f 12) leading 
gradually toward alliscernment 

PLEr~.ARY ~ESSIOI'f including 
- reports :from the groups 
- questions of clarification 
- cOlJlIllents· or discu~sion 

CLOSING SESSION OF THE TIAY incl~ding 
- 'synthesiso:f the day 

. - personal evaluation .in silence 
'-medita:tionpoints :for the next day 
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Wednesday, ' . Augu.st 8 : ilThe respectful challenge of love"---.. --"""'!'-~--, '" ----"!"--~~-----~--~--.-...............­
It was Larry who yesterday evening used thiseXl3res­

; sion to help us to solve the. crisis. To listen to. eaeh 
othe~ in order to :understandea.~h other••• 

Father Horacio DE LA COSTA had to leave yesterday 
ntOrning for the ]?hilippines, having .learned ·of his ;fath­
er's death. But hoW much he is here among us, this ~();r:p... 
ing, as the text ,of his conf,er@c~ is ,read to us: II~ 
cOmmopobjective: theUberat;i<>not all men". He makes 11'$ 
recognize the word of God in' th.e aspirations of men: 'Ilhf3 
need to share in all the goods 0.£ the earth, theneedfor 
responsible liberty. We must .give b/il.c;k: to man lIthe di€;nity 
that he has in the eyes of God iilOhrist Jesus". But in so 
ciety today,because of scandalous . inequalities and physi: 
cal. and. stru.cturalviolence, . the i.dea of "development" is 
ambigu.ous. as longas it is not preceded by a tru.e libera­
tion of men and of countrieswlioare in a stat.e of depen­
'dence. This raises the pOlitical'problem,' which ourc,om­
IlIIlD:ities Ca;Dnot avoid. Revolutio.nor refo;nn? The question 
then was posed for us: "The liberation of all men being at 
the core a political problem, should the, 'OLes as such, 
:and not only their members asindiv;iduala, makeit'their 
concer.,n?1I 

With different .ri.uances, m,ost of the groups invit,ed to 
give their reports responded ,affirmatively, /il.lth~s:ane 
:underlined that the community as,su~hShould not make po­
litical choices nor be politically involved. There ,was a-. 
greement in saying that. comnruni'ty' disce:rnment ought,to 
include this "Objective common to CLOs: the liberation of 
all'men"• I 

. Yet what struck one, both in the group reports and ,in 
the personal observatioris,was not so much the unitY']:l.e ~he 
differences in the 'liB.y thepro1:)lems Werf3 viewed. As on~' ,cif 
the participants said, "the faith of each one is lin;k:edto 
a vision of the world f"weltanschau'Ull.gll) which is.unique 
to him". Some opted in favor of socialism and their ,fa1th 
is integr!3.ted withthie option. Otherejudge that ':they 
l,Dllstwork for the l:i.berat:i.Ono'f thdr brothers oppressed 
bycommuhism, in the. measure thatit is an e-lienatir:\g :fo.rce •. 
Some envisage reacting in realisUcfaShion with means_ a~R. 
ted to the structural vl,olence ma.intained, and .. even rein... 
forcf3d by the 'forces of oPP!ession, others prefer n6n-vi.2, 
lent action, etc. 
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. _ Indian· dance 
Interpreted by Avis 

Latin-American chorus 
!I Guantanamefa II 

_ Dance of the umbrellas 
by the Cluartet from 
~.~adagascar· 

- Italian solo 

by Ina· 


and some 30 other folk numbers in 15 
different languages 

* First-class accompaniment·by the North 
. 	Americanguitars of Peggy and Jim and 

the Filipino one of AleE 

* J OM the inimitable with his English 
humor acting as master of ceremonie.s 
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:But more striking still is the atmosphere of re­
,.spectful listening in the Assembly tonight. And the Assem­

. bly is deeply moved when Janice reads the message from .the 
UriitedS1iatesdelegatiOn: "We say to you that we have real 
ly begUn to hear the message 'of liberation, and that it 
has for as a ':hew m~e.ning•••We hope modestly to be a sign of 
hope for you. 'But you truly are' a sign. of hope for us ••• 
Each of us carriee with him, . as we go on next' week to {)ur 
own 'national convention, this.convicti<m,along With a pro 
found desire to sensitize the Unit€d States to your strug= 
gl.e and to our need to change". 

It is the day of elections., in the ordinary and Igna­
tian sense of the term... There are three things to do, 
announces Jos~ Luis VELASCO who presides qver this final 
'day-three ways to exercise spiritual and temporal discern 
ment regarding our tasks. Firstfthe national delegations 
will meet together to formulate their desires. and motions 
with regard to the Executive Council..Then, the groups 
that have journeyed these days together, will draw the con­
clusions of their experience. Finally the elections will 
take place and geiie~l c'OFclusions will be drawn. A some­
what hectic day, for people realize they had wanted to do 
more, to meet more people.. .As a' substitute, the~ils 
and windows are covered with posters, where each is in­
vited to write a word .••• for those'back home. Clearly. the 
others--those who are not here-of a sudden become more. im 
portant, and make ring out the community that. we have to 
build: 1'Go find my brothers and tell them••• ~' It is of them 
above all that. one thinks in the meetings of national del...; 
egations. How pass on, how make to come alive what we have 
lived and planned here? How give to all memb~rs of ctc the 
spirit of a world community? •• 

But qui6kly arrives the moment for decisions. It .is 
a matter first of all of electing the members of the Exec­
utive Council. With 39 c1elegations voting, the first 'three 
offices hardly pose a problem. . 

Roland CALCAT is reelected president with 39 votes and one 
abstention. 

Fred LEONE is reelected vice-president with 37 votes and 2 
abstentions. 
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().na· for . 
Ire.~ - .fan ce t~Mer/I?~..f•.. 

Since practically all of the national CLe 
federations were present, a certain num­
ber of initiatives occurred. sponta;neously 
--inforJllS.l gatherings, informational ses­
sions and work meetings. These took place 
du:ring "free. timen • 

OF SPECIAL NOTE AMONG THESE : .. 

• 	 several meetings on a continental le:v(;!l, 
to further mutual help and a 90orditiateq. 
effort, in particular 

of the African countries 
- of the Asian countries 
- of the Latin-American countries. 
- of the North-American countries.' 

• 	one or other informati.onal meeting, re­
garding means of formation' utilized~ for 
example, the "faith-experiences" 

• 	meetings of worle groups, especially' the' 
European commission on' "Liberation. and 
Development" 
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Hil.'degard ~MANN is reelected secretary with 38 votes and 
1 abstention. 

There 1ilretwo candidates for the post of treasurer 
left vacant by John PARSONS.: JosetteBEAUBIm (Canada) and 
Ni'cholas ROORDA (Holland).Josette is elected with 27 votes. 

There are.five candidates for the three posts of con­
sultor. Jos6 ESQt:rlVEL receives 35 votes; Ben SIM, 37; Jo­
se Luis Velasco, 29. 

PeOple appla.ud, they ~mbrace •••lt is done! 

When silence has returned, Roland,' the ~eelected pres . 
ident, draw60ut the conclusions of the AugsburgAssembly";" 
which he put together by sheer drudgery that afternoon, 
basing them on the reports of the grOUps and the delega­
tions. Four concrete points and some .decisions for action 
mark his presentation. 

1) Cui common objective: liberation and development: 

The CLCs commit themselves beginning now toa transfor 
mation of political, social, economic, cultural and relig= 
ious structures in the optic of the expos6 of .Father de la 
Costa and in refiectiQn of the Magnificat of the Blessed 
Virgin. First of' all bya,sensitizing, tO'be done in the 
firs:tplace among ·youth•. CLC 'members will involve them­
selves in the organizations of p~ople concerned about lib­

,eration: them:tgrantworkers, the aged, oppressed peoples. 

Through discernment it will be made evident where op­
pressions'of any sort .exist, in order to denounce them.and 
combat them. A priority will be given toacti9naimed at 
causes rather than at consequences. Palliatives are easy 
remedies, but they make one forget the need for st1:'l1ctur­
al reforms. But this does not mean bypa.ssing our neighbor 
who directly needs help. K 

The CLCs will do this discernment in cOl'lmlUnity,' ask­

ing the help of experts. They will seek with prudence the 

backing of the Chur,ch and strive to ~ssociate the hierar­

chywith .themin their actions. The more committed 'Persons 

should establish permanent contact with their nationa:l fed 

eration and the World Federation. . ,. ­

2) Openness to iihe world 
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bo""r.tL Ipf" t!,L Ikr~ .. 
- commitment of CLO for the transformation of pOlit . 

ical, ecopomic, social, culturayand religious 
structures, uSUl,g personal and co~ty discern­
ment tbdeter:mine priorities and methods of ac­
tion,ir.i. the spirit of the pastoral orientations 
of the Church. 

, 
- openess. to the world. by presence, by action and 

bycollaboratior.iwith all men of good will •. m­
volvement in temporal organiz.ations .and efforts, 
solida;ritywith the. very poor and' the oppre.ssed, 
and ecum:enical work were especially ·unde;d.ined. 

. . 

- recognition of thecapii;al importance of the for­
mation of the members .of theCoinm:unities,s, fOrm§:. 
tiortrooted in the Spiritual EXercises an.d in the 
cu.lturesof the dif.ferent countries. Awareness, 
too; of the need to integrate the Exercise.s mall 
dimensions of' our life. 

-a conmnmity life that gives the witness Of a 
. style.of life that . is poor. and· in which'sharing 

and mutual help extend to all thecq!'!llriuriit'ies, to 
othE!"rnati6nsandto the poor.· ' 
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In many countries, . ecomenism is apriority 1:;aek. But 
all our corilmunities ought to d.ialogue with all men 'of good 
Will,and be open to all options1 we do not have a monopoly 
on truth. In the same way CLC members should not always be 
meeting Christians, but must be present in temporal organ­

,izations, labor unions, poUticalparties. Finally, it is 
urgent that we recruit members among oppre'ssedgroups, 
t:q.e helpless, ordinary people, manual .workers~ . 

Contacts must be developed with other organizations, 
between the First and Third Worlds .and With the Commu:riist 
world, with the hierarchy of the Church, with national and 
local cOmmunities.Formation programs and leaders for these 
should be exchanged. A special branch should be set up at 
Rome for international exchanges,. ttips,f'Ormation c0'1.\I'ses. 

Ways should be developed too to spread the thinking 
of the ChUTCh, of.the·Holy Father and of episcopal confer­
ences~ and to make mown the specialsituations of such or 
such a c.ountry.The members of tne Executive Council' should 
keep informed of these situations. 

Finally, asked for were: a history ofCLC; a review. 
for youth by youth; a supplement tci PROGRESSIO, a sort of 
annual or bi-annual (somewhat like the Jesuit Yearbook, 
but less elegant!). in a popular style, illustrated, relat... 
ing the experiences and the life of all the communities 
around the worl1i.· 

3) Formation 

To be effective, formation should be aimed at those 
already invOlved, simply but seriously, in action,anli who 
exercise a certain responsibility. Itsl10uld be adapted to . 
different cultures and mentalities, especially youth. 

What'is said of f~rmation in.general applies above 
all to tne Exercises. But, rather than adapt them, it is 
tlllestion rather that they be given, with 1:;heir dYrlamism 

. and their content, by instructors who are themselves capa... 
.ble of doing the adapting. The dynamic of the Exercises 
must be, integrateli into all facets of life. To further the 
personally guided Exercises, teams of instructors, layand 
JesUit, should be set up. 

The Course just held at Rome should be repeated ana 
wider level. 
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GroUl> leaders, or persons invo:+:ved. in; c;i:yiic'organiz!:! 
tions, .. shouJ..d receive .formation in appropriate' sessions 
where .tlieYwill . be aided to . analyze' contemporary pro~ 
blems. 

We must give witness to a life that is poor, shared, 
simple, as an expression of our prophetic role. Sharing 
ought to be extended to all the communities, to !other cOu;e, 
tries~to the poor. 

mutual help according to the General 1'rinc~ples is to 
show itself in our meditation on the Scriptures iand on the 
events and men around us, in the optic of liberation and 
in the 'light o'fChrist, poor, humble and servant. 

. .' , 

Those who are chiefly concerned.w:Lth persoIlfl.l libera.­
ti'orCshouJ.dmake their ·efforts bear on collective and struc 
tural liberation, and vice versa•• ~ 

•••• :••• if' 0 •••, •• ~ •• ~ •••••••• -. lit ... ~ ... «I ••• lit CI lit 4\ ••••• oJ! .• ' ••••••, • oJ! ••• 

Roland had hardly finished speaking wheni1hree "buses 
brought us to St. Ulrich's Church where the. Closing Euch­
arist.was presided over by Bishop JOflef STIMPFlpE of Augs­
burg, e;nd the homily . given by Father Louis' PAULUSSEN, the 
patient and tenacious. architect of the Wor.ld 'Federa­

·tion. 

The final meal, tp.e last mugs of beer,:thesongs that 
would go on late into t:t).enight, . the small .c9nversation 
groups forming and breaking up, Ralph EASTWELL who never 
stopped taping interViews on his recorder, Roland . going 
frOm one to another, ?-lways planning something•••. As for 
J?eggy, was she still playing her guitar when the bi:rds 
began to chirp?••• 
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In the morning, a bus picked up the pilgrims for Tai­
z~ •. Others were there too, their eyes still sleepy, to say 
goodye •••andthanks to the German Federation. . 

Augsburg••• Sarrebrttck•••Metz •••Paris. The trip back, 
with Jean Pierre and.A.ude, 'flaS filled with memories and 
hopes. 

J.e.D. 
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A CLC SEIl'IINAR 

-Account of· an: Ex:J?erience 

Anyone who bas ever tried to translate a living ex~er 
ience'into a Written report knows what· an unsatisfying 
task it is... The sketch that follows about our ex~eri­
ences during the last two years concerns a neW method of 
fOI"Jilation of leaflers. Perha~s.it will at least f$ucceed in 
~ointing outits main lines and highlighting' the values in 
suchan intensive formation. 

The effort was launched in October, 1971 at the re­
quest of'a team of leaders that had been'set u~ within the 
national federation about a year before. These leaders at 
the local, regional and national level had decided, during 
a: ses.sion held in the course .of thesumm~r of 1911, to de­
vote during the -coming year the time and energy required 
for this ex~eriment. From it they hb~ed for a'dee~ened in­
itiationinto the s~iritua1ity. and way of life of CLC, and 
as aresult,to be better fitted tb be of service in their 
work with "!ille groups. Basing themselves on' the ~ositive' 
outcome of the first'effort,two new seminars wer~ launched 
simultaneously last year: one in the south of thecou:ntry 
with six ~artici~ts, the other in the north with 26. 
Thosetaking~t in these three seminars were mainly made 
u~ of youth leaders, social workers, 'university students· 
and some diocesan ~riests,all between 19 and 40 years old. 

The seriousness with 'which the ~rtici~ants res~onded 
,to such a demanding commitment of time and ~erso;tl, and the 
results achieved, can without doubt De inte~:rjeted as a. 
~roof that this ~ro~osal was an answer to rea~ .needs and 
desires~ Two more seminars o"f this kind will J;lrobably be 
offered during the coming year. 
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Goal and Method 

EXactly what is involved iI;l. tlliskind of course, 
which by now has acquired the :tl.a!lle of nCLC Seminar"' oral­
so IIExercises Seminar"'? The aimwlP.c:Q. leq. to the first at­
tempt and which has been implied in the twoseminaJ:'s ,of 
this year, was the fOr.(nation ofmult1;;Plie!'sof CLe, <:that 
is, those who wouIdspread it) of all, sorts.'· . 

In' spite of all the work and effort· of 1?aStyea:r."B, 
the growth of' CLC has been very l:Ilow a.mong us. The reason 
has been the lack'of persons ca;pa,b).e of beginning new 
groups or aiding the advancement o;f:' e~istingones, along 
with the lack of' spiritua.l guides and of competent dir-eo... 
tors of the Exercises. 

Besides this first goal~ which is practical BI!.d~ed 
iate, the Seminar seeks to introduce the participants into 
so intense a mode of living the cLC' way of life that theY 
will be able to effectively transmit its dynamism in tileir 
service of groups and in thei!' contacts with indiv'iduaJ.;:s. 

The goal of· CLCs and the reason "for their existence.,..­
both as a community of' the Church and because of their or... 
igin in the Exercises--is lithe better servicei'.This ser­
vice can take many different forms.. Its expression in 
concrete .situa.tions depends on nwnerous factors: the. de­
mands of the situa.tion,- which may be partly apparent, --:Pari 

. ly hidden; the abilitie.s as well' as the family,' profes­
sional and social situa.tion of each; the route already 
traversed by each one, and the .experiences ~ tendencies, 
possibilities and limitations that this implies. 

This service that can' ,be rendered is als.o-and -:thiS 
is far more important than one might at first thiilk--de­
pendent on the. level·. of inner liberty· that has beeli at;.. 
tained by each one. To what degree is he open to communi­
cate, to give and to receive, to commit himself,to-like 
Jesus--flgivewithout counting the C013t, to to~). with-out 
seek;ingfor rest, to fight with'Out heeding the wounds, .to 
give oneself without asking for reward"? Otherwi.se-.,.even 
viith good will-a more or less importa.nt~t of his poteE:, 
tialities will remain sterile, because through. a timid 

- 23 



fa.iththey will ber!'iserved for assuringhis"oWl:l s,ecurity ~ 
his recognition, the satisfacti~m of his needs •. 

"The more that someone has with this. kind~f liberty 
cOmmitted hilnsel.f to the way of seI"'liceand of· ILove, ,the 
less. he wi:).l draw a distinction or even see an opposition 
between life and. service" .petweenprayer and: action,. be­
tween spiritualityand activity.' Even the problem of in­
sufficient time will find its solution through the integra 
tion that.- arises from complete. disponibility.;· The less 
that:unity between life· and faith has been achieved, the 
more annoying it will .seem to reServe \'I'ithin the field of 
activity a time for the demands orG-od; . the more it win 
appear that prayer sej;larates one from :t:'eaUty and from 
vice. 

- . 

The more profoundly and extensively that th;isprocess 
of liberation 'Can be achieved, more one is' likely to 
fi;nd dynamic service as the sole orientation6f.life (arid 
not as one sector among many) • Precisely there lies the 
imp.ortance of the Exercises as the "characterismc inst;ru­
ment" o'f GLGs in sofaI' as they are a community Iof service 
within the Ghurch..'. . 

This was the reason why it was necessary to introduce 
and have people eJ;perience process of liqeration of 
the Exerc:j.sessuch a way that .itwould lay hlold of the 
whole' of ,life and that ,no sector would be excluded. This 
point Vias ah>vays recognized bY the participants iastheex­
pe!:-ience whioh \>vas the most, important and the .most helpful 
of the whole seminar. Thils this type of formation'of lead­
ers envisagesinore than just the training of "multipiiers,1I 
in function ofa given situation. It aims at helping CLe 
to grow more tr)lly into a cOllJ,lIIUnity of service within the 
Church. . 

Internal Buildup.,.,..TheSteps on the Road " 

The'itinerary of the seminar therefore fo:llowed that 
of the Exe'rcise.s, 'which-':'as' the seminars contiJiually con­
firmed by their experience--corresponds closely to the 
rhythm of psychological gro~h and to that of group dynam~ 
ics. 
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The, first step consisted in experiencing and tasting 
the "foundation", of the subsequent journey: to be created 
and calle'd by God, by love and .for love, and to learn to 
recognize and to accept this goal and the orienting of 
o~e's life within this v.ocation. 

The' long phase of the "crisis" that followed was made 
the object of two or even .three week..,.endS. First,. breaking 
out of our smugness as we hear the accusations of God to 
His people in the prophets, listening to the call of the 
Gospel td conversion, becoming aware of the total reality" 
of sin, including its multiform consequences. Then, exper­
iencing the disillusionment and the hopelessness to which 
a realistic view of the world and of one'sovm life leads, 
while clinging to God, true and faithful. Finally the dis­
covery that I can only live by God's mercy,the new exper­
ience of Jesus as "Saviour", who alone can liberate me 
from this dead-end street without hope. 

It is in tl+e measu+e that the person of Jesus Christ 
has been personally experienqed as, the only path, as the 
truth and the life, that the "call of Christ" to work and 
suffer "with Him" in the work' of the salvation and Iibera­
tion of all men--a call which introduces the IIsecond week" 
of the Exercises--can be heard 'and can attract. 

The following weekend and the weeks afte'r 'were given 
entirely to "getting to know .Jesus", to contemplating Him 
and follo\rlng Him in His life and action. ,This fostered 
an increasing imitation o,f and resemblance to Him, to His 
attitudes, ,to His chosen instruments of po:verty and of 
wea,kness. 

The last weekend then added a more theoretical intro­
duction to "decision-finding in the. spirit of Jesus" .'This 
utilized the "election" process of the Exercises and was 
a concretizing of acceptance into His service~ 

~he two phases of the Exercises that follow--partici­
pation in His passion 'and in His risen life-have never 
been utilfzed as actual exercises, but only outlined in 
their relationship with the preceding part of the 'jourriey. 
This was done in the course of the final session. Here 
the main purpose was to allow each one to ,find the, deds.... 
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i-enthat heshoJ.li!1i ''t~ a'S.:regardS~!?$e~ee~t';Cijt'~st, 
basd-on·hisexpe:ei~encedl.lr~€ithe·s,~ar.. .In·· ..;!the:tirst 
s~ma.r., .t:t,lie(iecisionat::tJ;J:is; ..point,. of- 't1);eindi'1ti:C!Da]; .:pe:r~ 
sOn:;l.led.tqtheel;rtabl,i'S:b.rnent ofa te.ammadeup.of' seve:eal 
of' tlleparticip~s. ·WhQ .~ ..as .acolllXDim~~ a~:,i.iabJ.efor 
the work of promoting eLC ~dwho'Seethis ..~. the' .':I!Ia;i.n. 
thru;j3to:f·their$'el:"Vicfj.Iilthe same' 'way the, t\vq: . other ':sam 
inar,;:;le.d atthecl:ose~' . beyond ' tl1eper,~onald¢:ciBionof 
each one, .to asort:of c,omm:tmal d:ecision:toJformthree 
CLOs .:tna:d.e.upof thOa-eWhohad. :take:p: partin order, to 1Jers~ 
Verel in 1;lIe ,path,'Ulldert$enand to .be 'ofmt1~ .help to 
eacl): other as: a l'cOlllm.t!llityo:f ·discernment" • 

Method 

T.he "opanl! framework ,of the seminar,. With a series. of . 
weekendsgiwing the$in .:i:mpulseandthetillles .bietween o.on 
scioul31y made .u'Seof "t:l:1lmedout 1;0 peagoodar~gement:­
becaus.e itcnuJ:dtake:;intoac:count . thesit:u.ation o:f 'each 
one and pOs:s;ibi:I:itie,s, and limitations ofdail,y life; 

Beca:u.s,e it 'isq,uesiiion of thel;i..beJ:"ation, '0£1 tJ:te whole 
man, m:rthing'W'asneglec'ted that pJ::aySa :part;.ini,our life, 
wherther it ·Y\Ia'S.:i;I:lai'Via.,tl$l'background'li!J.'lp. n:bre:umstances, the 
data of sO'eiolO'gyorso:ciialp$ychology~CQ:"the·· di1'!iension of 
faith.!e'akingaeeount therefore of the themes· <at ;the IOOment 
beingtreat:~d, there' ware· ix:rsert.ed±nto the wS:ekends and 
theperiodsbed:lwe?'l1,. eleirients thatvvould help ;peo:ple to 
gra$p the .theol.ogical implications involved, to integrate 
the mattereoncre1iely into their ongoing .life,· and'toc1ar 
ilypsyeholog1cal aspe.etsof.it, whetherindi"'riidual .ones 
or thoseeorrespond±ngto 'thedynamics .of agrotip. 

Inteption of thediffereirtasp:ects~d of varied 
personal experienneswasbothme'tuo;d,icall,ya±medatana 

. actually experienced by the 'pa:rti.c,ipa;nts. Ttwasregarded 
by them asa veryitnportant :factor. 

The WEl-l 3.n>wb,ichthis::b1teraction took ;Pla:ci:s,8lJ,d in 
which thedifferente1eID!3nts Were used to complement each 
other and to . reE!ult ina .reeipro.caldeepening, iwasvaried 
according. to .:need... . 
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ent~, the method aimed fundamentally at an interaction be­
tween lived. experiens:e, an evaluation of that expertence, 
and a deepened theoretic'a;!. grasp.Account, was taken in this 
both of the context and of the. possibilities of, tr8.m:lmi't­
ting such an experience to others. For ,this reason each 
community weekendbega.n with an evaluation in retrospect· 
,of the weeks immediately preceding and a ,preview of the 
goal and function of the step to·come. Then,for the reas­
on given, exerc,ises were ,first engaged in which wow.d af­
:Cord this experience~ It was only on the basis of these 
experiences' that theological information or the' tracing 
of psychological relationships could, be constructed. Wlla,i; 
they did was to clarifY what had been lived,t6 complete 
it" to' situate it in a wider context, but above all·tO 
arouse .new experiences. The, eval1.l8.tion of the exper;iences 
and reflection on them in order to assess their applicabil 
ity'to others was done principally through spiritual gu.id:' 
ance or as part of the consultation ~hat.waslinkedto the 
seminar. 

(Conclusio~ of the article in the next issue) 

Alex ,LEFRANK sj 
Hildegard EHRTMANN 
Beatrix ORTNER 
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. . 
MESSAGE of .HIS HOLINESSl?AUL. VI 
to' the CHRISTIAN LIFE CODUNITIES 

We would like~ toaddressaspeciaJJ message to 
the members of the World· Federation ofCLC who are 
here>today. My dear sons and daughters, j1:our General 
Council will begin' in a few days in Augsbu;rg. It has 
been 'your intention to prepare for it by:a formation 
course preceded by a week rs e:x:perience,~n quiet se­
clusion, of the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius, 
whose feast vIe celebrated yesterday. 

We consider this process an encouraging .signal 
which brings iis>great joy and for which v,e cong:re.tw­
lateyou.~Howcould yOU gauge better thalibefore the 
Lord the urgent demands made to .you by1;he needs of 
our times? A htllllanitariansenseis not sufficient to 
discover and to respond to the problems of man in 
tlieirdeepest dimensions. Or better,such.an approach 

. proves to beincotnplete if 'it does not rE1fer t6 God. 

At, both an individ.ual and collective level, the 
sense of God, who is the source of everything that 
exists and of the salvation given us in our Lord Je­
sus Christ as well, of fundamental importance. 
Deepen within you the conviction, therefore~ that, 
whatever otheref'forts may be required, it is impos­
sible apart from him to £ind the light rand courage 
to respond fully to the situation of 9urtime. 

We \"iant to·.encourage you once again, therefore, 
in your effort o.fformation as well as i~ your apos­
tolic activities.At the threshold of thirp Holy Year, 
striveto make your thoughts a.nd your ~esires even 
more one with the pro.found life of the Church: "Sen­
tire cum Ecclesia! II ("Think with the Church! II). You 
will find here the spiritual and apostolic force 
which we beg the Lord to give to your communities, 
.to which we extend with all our heart oilr Apos"\iolic

I . 

Blessing. 

Castel Gandolfo,Au~st 1st 1973 
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