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' THIS ISSUE has a different format -
than wuswal. It even takes liber-
’bies.v’. o

Most of its usual features have been
"pumped" so as to give more place to
. the General Assémbly of Augsburg '73.
To report on it, it seemed best to
‘ask one of the 170 participants to
give his observations, Iimpressions
and comments. On the pages at the
right then appears the account of .a
participant who, along with all the
others, lived fully these five days.-
 This 'account is paralleled, on the pa
" ges &t the left, by certain data and.

recollections, attempting to convey ~

to all our readers as exact a picture
as possible of this gathering.

For lack of spaee here, reports on
the international formation course of
‘Rome (July 18-August 3), in which 105
delegates from 31 countries +took
part, and on the CLC youth gathering
at Taizé (August 10-16) -will be kept
for ’che November issue.

The only ax"tlole of the usual “l:ype we

‘have kept is oné in the series on- for

mation experienceés in different coun-
" tries. So we present here the "CLC-
Seminar" as carried out by the Nation
al Federation of Germany. It is de=
scribed by the Augsburg -team that be- -
. gan it.

We conclude w:'gth"the very encouraging
message that Pope Paul VI addressed
to all. the CICs .of the world 'as he-
spoke to the 105 delegates present at
the audience of August 1, 1973, '




AUGSBURG ' 73

- CIC: A COMMUNITY AT THE SERVICE
OF THE LIBERATION OF ALL MEN

I was not & delegate. Rather, I was among those who,
- in all congresses, are designated as *observers®. Those
people, supposedly cur:mus, . who are thought .0of as viewing
the world and men with. a benevolent neu‘tral:.'by. ~Is that
- why I was asked to write these lines? To tell the truth, I
am-too involved in the Chrs.s'blan Life Communities to be

"satisfied with stating what I observed, 1like a film or a .

. tape recorder which ‘reproduces what 11; has recorded, I
ask all 'the participants to be forgiven if ‘I seem to them
to lack objectivity. For me, that is impossible, since I
did mot a% all "observe" during this week of Augas‘b 4——9,
1973 at Angsburg. I l:Lved.

Samr&éy_, Augusfbi&:ﬂ In & new environment,...béewildered

'To start with, a very packed hour, that of our arrive,
‘al. As we came into Augsburg, & heavy downpour dimmed the
windshield of. . our car, and it was hard to read the signs
that marked our path: LEITERSHOFEN EXERZTTIENHAUS ST.-
PAULUS. But of 2 sudden the rain stoppeﬁ ~and pele sun-
1light 1it up the-white buildings: we are there! It is
some minutes past 6:30 in the .evening, and we can hear the
hubbub of the dining room. But first, the welcome.  The
word is weak. I lmew already that, since our hosts weré
German, the organization would be perf,ecft. But it was all
Bavaria which met my eyes, in native costume, with the
smiles of Trixie, Gobriele, 7Peggy, Ingeborg, and  the
‘i‘menaly he.lpiﬁ‘ulness of John, larry, Rudolf... The welcome
wES §0.-Warm +that one even forgo*l; all was perfectly organ-
ized! We were tzken. to" our rooms, then to the dining hall.
It was to0 smalls people were sating in the spacious ball-
way too. It Wen‘t Tight to one's heart: here, in this tiny
pace, 1:&; was, as Samt Igna‘b:r.us would say, "the whole eir
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cuit of the earth, filled with human beings, in their di-.
versity of dress and at‘bl'tudes, some - white, some black,
some at peace, some-'at war", men and women of all na‘tlons,
young and old... An mpress:.on helgh'bened a. moment 1ater;
when Ofmar SCHIESSL, President of the Pederation of Germa—
ny, - greeted each o:f the thirty-nine delegations by name,
‘interrupted each time by .the Assembly s applause. ‘

-Qne hunared and eighty. par‘b:.c:.pants, cotmtmg the mem
bers of the Executive Council, invited guests and the in—
defa’c:.gable tetafft,. .. W:.thout counting those who, with us-
in spirit, sent their messages: His Holzness Pope Paul VI,
Bishop Audet, Pather General Arrupe, and Doctor Gop;pel
,P:m.me I\'Imls'i;er of Bavariz... Yes, truly,

"Iiord, we come from the four corners. of earth, -
Here we are W:L‘th You“' : '

V,Rarely has this entrance song of our. f:.rst Eu.charlst ’to—
- gether struck me as being so richly exact. So too the
 choice of texts for our Mass of the Annunciation, where
the whole universe is present in: the little house o:ﬁ’ Naz- -
areth when the Angel comes to visit Mary. '

Sunday, August 5: Who are you?

. Last night (this morning, rather) I slept like a. log.
When I woke up, I tried to take stock of things. So much
already in so shorta time, from the way to use the -ear-
phones for simultaneous transla’t:_.on (which one must not
forget to detach after each usa'g*e‘) to the message of Fa-
ther Arz'upe on the ties of fazth and 1ove that link localp
commmnities and the wmiversal ‘community. 4nd I asked my-
gelf how, starting from our intrcductions of the night be-
fore, - at once global and emotional, we would p‘a;ss on - to
the spec:.flc work of this Assembly. ;

There was need to make acquaintance of as many per—
sons as possible in a minimum of time. There were first of
all the language groups. Mine, smaller “than some, included
two French, a Lebanese, a Luxemburger, = Malagasy, a’ Bra
zilian: szx persons from four continents, that's not badl
‘A thick program folder had been given us whlch itself gave
an overall picture of the  federations representéd-—their
strong and weak points, their way of life, their under- -
standlng of social and political problems, their 1n‘bezm‘b-—

\'-i ‘5r
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k :wnal *b:.es. ‘But noth:mg 1s as good as an exchange in small
- groups or, better still, a conversation between two, under
the eye of the "off:.c:.al“ photograrpher who goes about snap
- ping anyone he canl,.. What a joy o chat with ‘Jerome, my
friend from Medagascar! It was as if we were meeting a-
gain, - above and beyond the tortured history of our two.
countries, in a new commmity, that of our World Federa~
tiom, B ' : o

~ ‘Chance meetings had even been planned (oh H11degard-
Cdian paraaox') Two concentric circles danced on the grass,
moving in- d:x.fferent directions, to the guitar beat of Peg-
gy end Aleli. When the music stopped, there were two or
three words, two or three gestures (no time for more) with
the man or woman opposite me... and the dance continued.
But when we happened to meet again (this time rea.lly by
_ chance) at a meal or an assembly,” in the hall or at the:
mass, one remembered those two words or those three gés-
tires a.nd it wes a s:.gn of recogm.tlon...

Finally, a'l: night, 1‘};1 was the. s»ou_'l. of all the coun=-
tries that set itself to sing! From the Brazilian samba-to
the graceful choreography of Inda.an dence,. from the- Eng
lish parody %o ‘the Chinese chorus, while the Bavarza.n beer,
:E‘lowed in the steins!

Monday, Augu.st 6* Wamlng sn.g.nals

However, we. had even now pu't our shcmlders 'to the
wheel. Yesterday alrearly José GSELL had presented her ac-
‘blv:.'l::l.es ‘report a.nd John PARSONS his fmancz.al report.

In the, report of José which summarizes the  life of
the World Pederation and *bhe work of the Executive Coun~-
eil, one reads between the lines as well the intense act:.v
:.'I:y of the Rome Secretariat directed by her. Already in -
her report stand ocut the main themes soon to be: deba’bed~
justice and liberation, the Spiritual Exercises, commun:.ty
life, international relations. Reflected too in the ac-
coun’b is the friendly amd active collaboration be‘bween the
CLCs and the Society of Jesus, represented here by more
than forty Jesu:rbs, ~thanks especn.ally to the permanent con
tacts made over a three-year period through the trips vis-
its and correspondence. of Fr. Nick RIEMAN and José, =

All that under the theme of our Assembly' nCL0 A COM
- NUNITY AT TH_E SERVICE OF THE LIBERATION OF ALL MEN“. Bu'l: -

-7
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" we did not yet gl:t.mpse the seeds of confron'katlon mder-
neath those words. : »

. S'I:artmg this mommg,they bega.n to be evident. Justo
GONZALEZ-TARRIO had just spoken.of the liberation of the hu
men person throughthefkerclses.ﬁe recalled that the Church
must continually be reformed, but that this formula risked
being nothing more than & slogan if +the reform was not a
" personal conversion of availability to the Word of God
 that ' challenges us and invites us to a permanerit con-
frontation with reality so as to make spiritual discern-
ment effective. After his conference, Enrigque COMAS DE I\’IEN .
DOZA took the stand to underline wigorously that collec—
tive sin precedes our.personal s:m, and that there will
" never be personal liberation if we do not free ourselves :
from this collective sin by combatting it. ‘ :

~ The nine group. reports that we listened to tonight
accented this cleavage. Some of them stress the liberation
of the one who makes the Exercises;. with the words discern
ment, :E'arth, courage, interior peaece coming up. in-their re
vmarks. Others, basing themselves -on the meditation of- the
Two Standards, insist ‘more on the role of the Exercises in
leading those who make +them to commit themselves to the -
struggle for the liberation of men. Certain of them detec’t
a kind of "dngelism" in some methods of presen'blng the BEx-
ercises. In his syn‘thes:Ls this ‘evening, Father Horzcio DE
‘LA COSTA will set in relief these differences of interpre-
tation, vwhose source lies.in the d:.versrl:y of lived exper—
1ences. s . .

The dxscussa.on has begum and perhaps, 'bhe crisis.

\Tuesday, Augus“t; ?° Cr:.s:Ls )

of ‘soday, I retain above all one picture. It is the

day of our  Bucharistic celebration "in many. languages,
mainly those of the Far East. The altar is adorned in Jap-
anese fashion, +the incense tapers are smoking, +the bread
-and wine are ’brought up &t the offertory but also the rice
and flowers and fruit. The entrance song comes 'from the
_Philippines, the penitential petition is Indian; the first
reading is done in Arabic, the gospel read in Chinése; the
V:Le*bnamese sing the Ave Maria;. the Sanctus &nd the Agnus

L
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General Theme

CLC : A COMMUNITY AT THE SERVICE oyf
THE LIBERATION OF ALL MEN

- Saturday, August 4 {eﬁening)"

- Opening session
- Eucharlstlc celebration

, Sunday, August 5

GETTING ACQUAINTED
- with each other ;
~ with the CLCs of other countries

- with the state of the World Federatlon
L

‘ ;Monday, August 6

LIBERATION OF THE HUMAN PERSON
Intro&uctlon by Justo Gonzdlez-Tarrio sa

Tuesday, August 7

CLC, UEANS OF PERSONAL AND COMMUNITY LIBERATION
Introﬁuctlon by Alex Lefrank sg : ‘

Uednesaag, August 8

LIBERATION OF ALL MEN : OUR COMHON OBJBCTIVE
© Introduction by Horaclo de la Costa sj ‘

Thursday, August 9

Conclusions of the work in small groups

leetings ‘of national . delegations :
PRESENTATION AND ADOPTION OF FUTURE ORIENWA?IONS
Electlon of Executlve Counczl ‘




Dei are  in Italian and Flemish; after the consecration,
the acclamation is from Zambia, the communion song Mal-
tese, the beatitudes are chanted in Japanese, the reces-

sional is in Malagasy. Everyone understands as if it were
his native language, at any rate,sings with all his heart.
"Look on Your Church, ’Lord sprea& across the world”,..

S'I::.ll I had the :unpression that many seats were emp~
ty. In fac't; the- Bucharist had already begun when arrived,
little by ln.'b't;le, one by one, their faces serious as if
they were strangers to our commmity, our Spanish-speaking
brothers and sisters. A sense -of unanimity was lacking,..

T learned a little later that they hag hesitated a
long moment about participating for. they no longer felt
one with the assembly. They.had not recognized in the pres .
-entation of Alex LEFRANK +their deepest aspirations in the
matter of the “commmity at the service of the liberation
of all men". Alex showed how the community, in.the measure
that it permits the integration of all of life, and dispon
ibility and discermment with a view to mak:mg decisions,
is for all its members, through and. even by means of -the
crises that threaten. its existence, & school of liberty.
It was an exposé of great depth and clarity of thouzht.
But 4n it the Spaniards and the Iatin-Americans did not
feel they heard the echo and the challenge of the - events
of the world as ’bhey experienced them in their own persons.
© And from 'I:h:s.s arose the conflict that had just appeared.
It went +to the heart of the gquestions we were posing for
ourselves: What are the CILCs for? “What is liberation? In
the course of his synthésis of the day, Iarry STINN would
raise the-crucial questlon ahead: “Where are we go:u.ng" and
what do I do if I do not agree"“ : .

The day was to close more calimly, In the coursé of an
informal gathering, but which included a great number of -
‘people,  the Spanish group explained = their v:.ewpom't. By
the early hours of the mérning I bhad reached. the convic-
tion that the more people were able to express themselves;
+the more receptive they became. One after the other Ramon,
Patricio, Gineida, ~Alberto told what liberation meant for
their commtmlt:.es in their countries, and a2 long discus-
gion ensued, fraternal and in great mutual respect.. J{But,
at the momen’t when I write these lines, September 12, how
painfully I recall your words, ~.oh my friemds of Chile!)

AR :Ll
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Lm/'ez 0_ well -6apanced /OI'O?"Q"‘?

SHARING (in small groups of '5) of the fruit of
the personal meditation made by eadh ‘2t the
day's start

P
'

PRESENTATION. of the day's theme and introduc-
tion to personal and. community researoh 1ntc o
it : ;

Time for personal reflectioﬁ

LISTENING GROUP {in. permanent 1anguage group-~
‘ings of 12 persons) for harlng the reflec-
tions .of each

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATIOﬁ

5

DISCUSSION GROUP {(in +he’ groups of 12) leading
‘gra&ually toward a- dlscernment -

PLENARY SESSION including’
~ reports from the groups

- questions of clarlflcatlon
- comments or dlscuss1on

CLOSING SESSION OF ‘THE DAY 1nclud1ng !
- synthesls of the day B

. = personal evaluatlon in- 311ence

' f- medztatlon p01nts for the next day'J




H

: "The respec‘bful"chalieﬁge of love" .

It was larry who yesterda.y evening used this - expres-—
sion to help us to solve the erisis, To- 1ls'ten to ea.ch
other in order to understa.nd each other... '

Father Horacio DE TA. COSTA kad to 'leave yesterday

mom:n.ng for the Philippines, having learned of his fath-
“er's death. But how much he is here among us, this morn-
.ing, as the text .of his conference - is -read to us: "Our

common objective: the liberation of all men". He makes us
recognize the word of God in- the aspirations of mens: “the

~need to share in all the goods Qf the earth, <the need for
responsible liberty. We must g:we back to man “the dlgnity o

that he has in the eyes of God in Christ Jesus', But in 80
ciety today, because of scan&alous inequalities and physi-
cal and structural violence, - the idea of "development® is
ambiguous as long as it is not preceded by a true libera-
tion of men and of countries who are in a state of depen-

‘dence. This raises the political problem,  which our com-

munities cannot avoid. Revolution or reform? The guestion
then was posed for us: "The liberation of all men being at

' the core a political problem, should the CILCs as -sueh,
~and not only their members as md:.vn_duals, make it -L:he:tr :
concern?" _

W:o.th different .nuances, most of the groups mv:.ted to
give their reports responded afflrma’cively, although ‘some
underlined that the community as . ;such should not make po-
litical choices nor be politically involved. There Was a<

'greement in saying that community discermnment oughit to

inelude this "objective common ‘o CLCs- ~the liberation of
all men”. i L
Yet what struck one, both in 'the group repor‘ts and in
the personal observations,was not so much the unity as the
differénces in the way 'bhe problems were viewed. As one ef
the participants said, "the faith of each one is ‘linked to
a vision of the world ("weltanschauumg") which is nnigue

%o him". Some opted in favor of socialism and their faith

is integrated with this option. Others judge that -they

" mst work for the ln.beratlon of their brothers oppressed

by communism, in - +the measure that itis an alienating force..
Some envisage reacting inrealisti¢ fashion with means: ada;@_‘

" ted to the structural violence maintained. and even rein~

 forced by the forces of oppress:wn . others prefer nen~-vigo

:Lent ac‘bn.on, ete. ’
- 13




Interpreted by Avis -

Latinwﬁmerican chorus
'~“Guantanamera“

Dance of the umbrellas
) by the guariet frcm

Madagascar

Itallan solo
by Ina

ana some 30 other folk numbers 1n 15
&1fferent languages

* Flrst—class accompanlment by tﬁe North
" American guitars of Peggy and Jlm.and :
the Flllnxno one oI Alelx :

% John the 1n1m1table with hig Engllsh
humor acting as master Qf ceremonles




But more striking still is the  atmosphere of re-
-spectful listening in the Assembly tonight. And the Assem~
. bly is deeply moved when Janice reads the message from the.
United States delegation: "We say to you that we have real
1y begun to hear the message of llbera'hlon, and that :.*1:,
‘has for as a hew meaning, , .We hope modestly tobe a sign of
hope for you. But you truly are a sign of hope for us...
~Bach of us carries with him, as we go on next week to our

ovn national convention, this. conviction, along with a pro .
- found desire to sensitize the United States to your strug-
gle and 'ho our need to change"

Thurs‘day, August 9 s Decisions

It is the day of elections, in the ordinary and Igna- -
tian sense of the term... There are three things to do,
armounces José Iuis VELASCO who presides over +this final
day--three ways to exercise spiritual and temporal discern
ment regarding our tasks, “First, the national delegatn.ons_
will meet together to formulate their  desires and motions
with regard to the Executive Council. Then, the groups
that have aoumeyed these days together will draw the con-
clusions. of their experience. Finally +the elections will
take place and gederal conclusions will be drawn. A4 some~
what hectic day, for people realize they had wanted. to do
more, +to meet more peo;ﬁ.e... As a substitute, the walls
and windows are covered with posters, where each is ;n-—
vited to write & word... for those back home. Clearly. the.
others--those who are not here--of a sudden become more im
portant, and make ring ocut the community that we have %o
“uaild: "Go find my brothers and tell them...". Tt is of them
above all that. one thinks in the mee‘bmgs of national del~
egations. How pass on, how make to come alive what we have
lived and plammed here? How give to all members of CLC the .
splrlt of & world commum.‘by.... .

 But qun.ékly arrives the moment for decisions. It is
a matter first of all of electing the members of the Exee-f
utive Couneil. With 39 delegations voting, the first three
offices hardly pose & problem.

Roland CALCAT is reelected pres:.&en't with 39 votes end onek BT

abs‘ten‘tn.on. :
Fred LEONE is reelected mce—premden’c m.th 37 votes and 2

‘ abstentlons.
- 15




{ ree - fance ?m /A’e_r;
S:mce prac‘tlcally all of the na'tlonal CIC
federations were present, a certain num-
ber of initiatives oceurred spontaneously
—~informal gatherings, informational ses-
sions and work meetings. These took place
during "free 'b:.me*' '

OF SPECIAL NOTE AMONG THESE :

séveral meetings on a continental level,
to further mutual help and a coordlna‘ted
effort, m par'tlc’v.lar

- of the African coun’tries ‘

~ of the Asian countries

- of the Iatin-American countries.
- of the Nor‘bh——Amerlcan coun‘tr:x.es

.

one or other informational meeting re~
garding means of formation utilized, for
example, the "faith-experiences" |
\meeta.ngs of werk groups, espec-lally the
Buropean commission on “leeratlon ami
Development® ~




Hlldegard EHRTMANN is reelected secretary Wi‘bh 38 votes and
1 abs‘ten‘hlon.

There are ’two cendidates for the post of treasurer
left vacant by John PARSONS: Josette BEAUBIEN {Cansda) and
Nlcholas ROORDA (Holland). Josette is elected with 27 votes.

There are five. candzdates for the three posts of con-
sultor. José ESQUIVEL receives 35 vote5° Ben SIM 3?, Jo=-
sé Izuls velasco, 294

People applaud they embmce...‘.[t 1s done'

When silence has rei;urned Roland the reelected pres )
ident, draws out the conolus:.ons of the Augsburg Assembly,
which he put together by sheer drudgery that aftermoon,
basing them on the reports of the groups and the delega-
tions. Four concrete points and some decisions for act:.on
mark his presenta‘hzon. X , f

1)} Qur common obaect:we' 11berat10n -and development*

The CLCs commit themselves. beglnm.ng now toa *bransfor
~mation of political, soc:.al economic, cultural and relzg-
ious structures in the o;pt:.c of the exposé of Father de la
‘Costa and in reflection of the Magnificat of the Blessed
- Virgin. Pirst of all by a .sensitizing, to be done in the
first place among youth. CIC members -will imvolve them—
selves in the organizations of people ‘concerned about 1ibe
.eration: the migrant workers, the aged, oppressed peoples.

Through discernment it will e made evident where op-
pressions of any sort exist, in order to denounce them and
combat them. Akpm,or;ty.mll be given to action aimed at
causes rather than at conseguences. Pallistives are easy
rémedies, but they make one forget the need for structur-
al reforms. But this does not mean bypassing our nelgh‘bor
who dlrectly needs help. )

The CICs will do this discernment in commmnity, ask- |

“ing the help of experts.  They will seek with prudence the

backing of the Church and strive to associate the hierar-

chy with them in their actions. The more committed persons

should establish permanent contact with ‘their na‘tn.onal fed
eration and the World Federation.,

2) Openness to 'I:he world
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ssehtr course

- commxtment of CLO for the. transformatn,on of poht,
ical, ~ecopomic, social, culturdl -and rellglous
stmcmr‘es using personal and community discern-
ment to de‘bemme priorities and methods’ of ac-—

-tion, in the sp:l.r:.t of the pastoral orlen'tatlens

- of -hhe Church., :

openess. to the world by presence, by action and
by collaboration with all men of good will. Th-
volvement in temporal organizations ‘and effcrts,
solidarity with the very poor and ‘the opnressed .
; and ecumenlcal work were espec:Lally underlmed.

- recognition of the capital importance of the for-
-mation of the members of the Communities, & forma
tion rooted 1n the Spiritudl Exercises and in the
cultures of +the different countries. Awareness
too, of the meed %o integrate ‘bhe Exerc;ses in all
dlmens:wns of our lzfe.

a communrty 1ife - 'that gives the Wl“t:ness of ‘2
- 8tyle of life that is poor, and in which shar:.ng
and mutual help extend t6.-all the cOm:mmat:.es, to
other na'tlcns ana to *bhe pocr.

5
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In meany countries, - ecomenism is a priority task. But
all our communities ought to dialogue with all men of good
w:Lll end be open to all options: we do not have a monopoly
on’ truth In the same way CLC members should not always be
meeting. Chr:.stlans but must be present in temporal orgen-
.izations, labor unions, political parties. -Pinally, it is
urgent that we recruit members among oppressed groups, .
the helpless, ord:,nary ‘people, manual workers. :

Contacts must be developed with other organlzatlons .

.between the First and Third Worlds -and with the Communist =

world, with the hierarchy of the Church, with national and
local communities.Formation programs and leaders for these
should be exchanged. A special branch should be set up at
Rome for 1nterna'tlonal exchanges, tr:.ps formanon courses.

‘Ways should be developed, too to spread the thlnkmg
of the Church, of the Holy Father and of episcopal confer- .
ences; and to make kmown the special situations of such or
such & country.The members of the Execut:.ve Council- ahould
keep mformed of 't;hese s:.tuat:.ons.

Finally, ‘asked for were: a h:‘;s'l;ft)r,}}r of"CLC; a review

- for youth by youth; a supplement to PROGRESSIO, a sort of .

‘annual or bi-ammual (somewhat like the Jesuit Yearbook,

but less elegant!) in a popular style, illustrated, relat- '

ing the experiences and the life of 'all the communitles
around the world,.

. 3) Fozmtmn

To be effec'blve, formation should be aimed at those
glready imrolved, gsimply but seriously, in action, and who
exercise a certain responsibility. It should be adapted to
different cultures and mentalitieé, especi‘ally youthe

What is said of fomatmon in . general applmes above
all to the Exercises, But, rather than adapt them, - it is
- question rather that they 'be given, 'with their dynemism -
-and their content by instructors who are themselves capa=-
‘ble of doing the adapting. The dynamic -of the Exercises
must be integrated into all facets of life, To further :the

personally guided Exercises, teams of instructors lay ‘and . -

Jesuit, should be set up.

, The Course just held at Rome shov.ld be repeated on a
Vwider level. S i
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Group leaders, or persons mvolved m c:Lv c’ organlzai‘
. 'tz.ons, .should receive formation in appro;prm‘te ‘sessq.ons
where they will® he aided. to ezlalyze con‘bemporazjr\, PIOo-
blems. ST ' S

4) Commm:z.tx L:Lfe ‘

We must give m:tness to a 1:1.fe ’cha'b is poor, shared,
~.simple, as an expression’ of our prophetic reolé. Sharing
. ought to be extended to all the communltles 'bo 'other coun'
'trn.es to the poor.

’ Mu'tual help accordlng ’bo the General Prmcmples is to .
show itself in our meditation on the Scriptures and on the
events and men around us, :m the optic of liberation and
:Ln the l:.gh'h cf Chl“ls‘t poor hum‘ble and serva.nt.

‘Those who are chle:tly concemea mth personal libera-
%1on should ‘make their efforts bear on collect:.ve and s*bmc
tural liberation, and vice Vers@... = - NS

.-
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Roland had hardly finished speaking. when three buses
brought us to St. Ulrich's.Church where the closmg Euch-
arist was pres:,ded over 'b:y BlShOp Josef STE&’EPFLE of Augs-
burg, and the homily given by Father Louis PAULDSSEN the
patient and 'benaclous .architect . of ~t:he World Federa—

- -tion,

i

The f:z.nal meal 'bhe last mugs of beer 'the songs that
‘would go on late mto the night,  the small conversatlon
groups forming and breaklng up, - Ralph EASTWELL who never
s’copped tap:.ng interviews on his recorder, . Roland . going
. from one to a.nother, always. plann:mg somethlng...v As for
Peggy, was she still playn.ng her garbar When the birds

”began to ch:.rp‘? ) , . ] ; B}
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In ‘l:he mornmg, a bus plcked up the pllgmms for Tal—-‘
&, Others were +there too; their eyes still sleepy, to say
goodye...and thanks to the Germen Fedemtlon.

Augsburg. . .Sa*'rebrﬁck. . .Metz. . .Parls. The trip back,
with Jean Plerre and Aude, was filled with memories and
hopes. = - , A N ~




A CLC SEMINAR

"Account of an Experience

Anyone who has ever ‘brled to 'bransla'be a living exper
ience-into a written report lmows what an unsatisfying
“task it ZLS..,, The sketch that follows about our experi~
ences during the last +two years concerns & mnew method of
formation of leaders. Perhaps it will at least succeed in
pointing out its main lines and hlghllghtlng the values in
.such an intensive fomatlon. )

The effort was 1aunched An October, ‘ 1971 at 'the re=
. quest of a team of leaders that had been  set up within the
- national federation about a year before. These leaders at .
the local, regional and national level had decided, during
& session held in the course of the summer of 1971, to de-
vote during the coming year the 't:.me and energy reguired
for this experiment. From it 'l:hey hoped for a ‘deépened in-
itiation into. the spirituality and way of life of CLC, and

- as a result, to be better fitted to bé of serv:we in thelr ‘

work with <he groups. Basing themselves on’ ‘bhe positive
outcome of the first effort,two new seminars were launched
simultaneously lagt years: one in the south of. -the country
with six participants, the other in the north with 26.

Those taking part in these three seminars were mainly made
up of youth leaders, soclal,workers u.nlvers:z.ty students -
and some diocesan pries-bs all between 19 and 40 years o0ld.

The seriousmess with ‘which the partlclpants responded
-to such a demandmg commitment of time ‘and person, and the
results achieved, can without doubt be mterpreted as a.
proof that this proposai was an answer 0 real needs and
desires. Two more seminars of this kind will probably be
~offered during 'the coming yean

)
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Goal and Method

Exactly what is involved in t}ns kmd of course,
which by now has acquired the name of "CLC Seminar® or al-
so "Exercises Seminar"? The 2im which led to the first at-
tempt and which has been implied in the two seminars of
this year, was the formation of miltipliers of CLC (that,
is, those who' would spread it} of all sor‘ts.

- In sp:.te of all the work and effort - of pas‘c years .
~ the growth of CLC has been’ very slow- anong 11&;° The reason
“has been the lack of persons capable of beginning new
groups or aiding the advancement of existing ones, along
with the lack of spiritual guldes and of competent dlrec-»
tors of the Exercises. ’

Besides this first goal, which is practlcal and med
iate, the Seminar seeks to introduce the participants into
S0 mtense a mode of llvs.ng the CLE way of 1life that they
will be able to ef:ﬁ’ect:wely transmit its dynamism in their-
semce of groups and in their centac'ts with mdlv:.du:als.

The goal of CICs and '*bhe reason.for. their exis‘ft‘ence-’--
both as a community of the Church and because of their or-
‘igin in the Exercises--is "the better service®. This ser- -
vice can take many different forms. Its expression. in
concrete situations depends on numerous factors: the de-
mands of the situation, which may be partly apparent, part
. ly hidden; the abilities as well as the family, - profes-
sional and social situation of each; the route already
tx:aversed by each one, and the experiences, tendencz.es, A
possn.blln.‘tles and limitations tha‘b this mpln.es. ‘ '

Thls service that can be- rendered is also—-and this
is far more imporitant than one might at first think-~de-
pendent on the level of inner liberty that hag been at-
tained by each one. To what degree is he open to commni-
cate, %o give and to receive, to commit himself, to--like
Jesus——"glve without counting the cost, %o toil without
seeking for rest; to fight without heedmg the wounds, to
give oneself without asking for reward"? Othemse-—eVEn“
with good will-—2 more or less important part of his poten
timlities will remain sterile,. because 'through a 'l::un:x.d
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faith they will be reserved for assurlng ‘his” own securlty,
his- recognltlon the satlsfactlon of his needs,

The more that someone has w1th thms klnd. sf liberty
~comm1tted hlmself ‘to the way of service and of love, . the
less.. -he . will draw a distinction or even.see an opposition
betwaen 1life and serv1ce, .betwean prayer and.action,. be-
tween splrl%uality and act1v1ty. "Even the problem of ine
sufficient time will find its solution through the. integra
tion that -arises. from complete. dlSpOnlblllty.; The less
that unzty between life and fzith has been achieved, the
more annoying it will seem to reserve w1th1n the fleld of
activity a time for the- aemanas of God, the more it will
appear that prayer segarates one from reallty and from- ser
vice. « : :

. The more profoundly and exten31vely that thls Drocess
of llberatlon can be -achieved, the more one is' likely to
find. dynamlc service as the sole orientation -6f life- (ang
net as . one sector among many) ?reCJSely there lles the
1mportance of the Exercises as the "characteristic 1ns%ru—
ment". of CLCs in so far as they are a communlty‘of serv1ce
Wlthln the Church. . . ;

This was the reason why 1t was necessary to 1ntroduce
and have people eXperlence the process .of llberatlon of
the Exercises in such a way that it -would lay. hold of the
whole of . llfe and that no sector would be excluded. This -
pomnt was always recognlzed by the partlclpants as ﬁhe ex—

“perience which was the most . 1mnortant and the most helpful
of the whole sSeminar. Thus this type of formation of lead-
ers envisages more than just the. tralnlng of “multlpllers"
in function of a given situation. It aims at helplng C1C
to grow more truly into-a communlty of_ serv1ce w1th1n the
Church.v o .

Internal BuildﬁpéeThe Steps on the Road .

L

The 1t1narary of the seminar therefore followed that
of the Exercises, which--as the seminars continually  con-
firmed by their experience--corresponds closely to the
rhythm of psychologlcal growth and to that of group dynam
ics.
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The first step consisted in experiencing and tasting

the "foundation" of the subsequent journey: 1o be created
and called by God, by love and for love, and to learn to
recogn:.ze and to accept this goal and the orlen'b:mg of
one's life mthm *t;hls vocation. .
The long ‘phase of the "erisis" that followed was made
the obgec‘t of two or even three week-ends. First, breaking
out of our smugness as we hear ‘the accusations of God to
His people in the prophets, listening to the call of the
Gospel to conversion, becoming aware -of the total reality.
of sin, including its multiform consequences. Then, exper-.
iencing the disillusionment and the hopelessness to which
a realistic view of the world and of one's own life leads,
- while clinging to God, true and faithful. Finally the dis-
covery that I can only live by God's mercy, the new exper~
ience of Jesus as “Saviour", who alone can liberste me
from this dead-end street without hope. :

: It is in the measure that the person of Jesus Christ
has been personally experienced as. the only path, as the
“truth and the life, +that the "eall of Christ" to work ana
suffer "with Him" m the work of the salvation and libera-
tion of 811 men--z call which mtroduces the "second week"
of 'bhe Exercises~--can be heard ‘and can a't'bract‘

The 'following weekend and 't;he weeks after were given
entirely to "getting to kmow Jesus", +to contemplating Him
‘and following  Him in His 1life and action.  This fostered
an increasing imitetion of and resemblance to Him, +to His
attitudes, - to His chosen instruments of pover‘ty a.nd of
weakness, ‘ ‘ « ‘

The last weekend then added a more theoretical intro-
duction to "decision-finding in the spirit of Jesus". This
utilized the "election" process of the Exercises and was
a concretizing of acceptance into His serviced

Phe two phases of the Exercises that follow--partici-
pation in His passion and in His risen life--have mnever
been utilized as actual exercises, but only outlined in
their relationship with the preceding part of the journey.
This was done in +the course. of the final session.. Here
the mein purpose was to allow each one. to find the decis-
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' scens lea -I:u +the" es'ba'bl;shmen of & team made np B

of the participants,  who are as a commanity’ availabl o1

“the work -of - promoting CLC and who -see this ag the main
throst of: tlze:.r gervice, In the same CWEY the 'hwo' other ‘senm
inars led at the close, heyond - ‘bhe ‘personal flec:\.smon of
-each one, to a - -sort of communal decision: “to form three
- C1Cs. made up-of these Who “had taken parﬁ in oxrder to perse.
‘veré in the path undertaken amd to be of mrim.al help to
each o*ther as & "cmmnmrty of - d:.seernment" o

‘ M'e-‘bhod

'l‘hs "open" framework of the. sem:.nar, ‘with & series of
weekends giving the main mpulse and the times between con
sclously made uge of , *bnmed out to be a ‘good. arrangement :
because it comld tak'&‘: dnrto mecount  the situation. of each
one and pessz.bllm:.es and 1:_m1*tat10ns of daxly lzfe.

-Because it 1s rm.es‘a:wn of the llheratlcm of the Whale whole
men, nothing was neglected that plays & part in! our 1Lfe
whe“cher it was dndividual background and mrc:ums’caﬁces the
data of sociolegy orsocisl psyahology,or the'dimension - of
fa::th.Tak:.ng accmmt therefore of the themes at -t;he moment
being treated, <there were imserted into the weekends and
the periods between, - elemients that would help people to
grasp the thHeological :mel:a_ca‘tlons involved, to integrate
the matter- concre‘bely into their ongding 11fe, ana to ¢clar
ﬂy psycholeg:x.cal aspects of 1it, whether ‘individual -ones
or those- corresxzon&:mg +t0 “the dynamlcs of a group. .

, In‘beg:g@*taon of the d;\.fferent ‘aspects ami of wvaried
pergonal experiences was Doth me‘bhc&lcally a:.med ~at and
Cactually exper:.enced ’by *bhe par‘tzlclpazrts. STt was regarded

by them as a very mpar*ban’c factor. ' *’

. ' The wey m wh:,eh *thms m'beractlon *i:ook placa, and in .
‘which the dlf:f‘eren‘b elements were used “to camplemem: each
other and to- resul't: in'a rec:.pracal deepemng, was var:].ed
accerd:mg “to: nee&. . I

Alcmg mth ”bms m‘serla;nkmg of the ﬁlﬁferem elem—
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ents, 'tile method aimed fmdamentally at an interaction be-
tween lived experience, an evaluation of that expemence,
and a deepened theoretical grasp.Account was taken in this
both of the context and of the possibilities of. transmit-
ting such an experience  to others. For this reason each
community weekend began with an evaluation in retrospect'
of the weeks immediately preceding and a preview of the
goal and function of the step to’'come. Then, for the reas-
on given, exercises were first engaged in which would af-
ford this experlence. It was only on the basis ‘of these
experiences ' that. theological information or the trac:.ng
of psychological relationships could be constructed. What
they did was to clarify what had been lived, +6 comple‘f:e
it,. to situate it in a wider context, but above all.to
arouse .new experiences. The evaluation of the experiences
and reflection on them in order to assess their applicabil
ity to others was done principally through spiritual gu.:.d-
ance or as part of the consultat:.cn that. was linked to the
seminar.,

i
%l

‘(Cohclusioﬁ of the article in the next issu.é),‘

Alex LEFRANK sj
Hildegard EHRTMANN
Beatrix ORTNER




’ ,MESSAGE o:f B:J:s HOLINESS ‘PAUL VI
to the cmusmm LIFE commmms

7 We;would like, tovaddress ;avspeeiai message to
the members of the World Federation of CLC who are
_here- today. My dear sons and daughters, your General

' Council will begin in a few days in Augsturg. It has

- been ‘your intention to prepare for it by'a formation
course preceded by a week's experience, m quiet se-
“clusion, of the Spiritual Exercises of St. ‘Ignatius,
whose feast we celebra'ted yesterday. ‘

‘We conmder thls process an’ enccuraga.ng signal

‘ Whlch brmgs us.great joy and for which we . congratus=
late you. ‘How could you gauge better thar before the
Lord the urgent -demands made to you by the needs of
our times? A humanitarian sense is not sufficient to

" discover:-and to respond %o the problems of man in

'thelr deepest dimensions. Or bet'ter such .an approach
‘proves to be -incomplete if it does not refer to God.

At both an 1nd1v1dual and collectlve level the
- sense. of God, vwho is the source of everythmg,that
exists and of the salvation given us in our Lord Je-
sus Christ as well, is of fundamental importance.
- Deepen witliin you the conviction, therefore, “that,
whatever other efforts may be reqmred, it lS 1mpos—
sible apart from him to find the light !and courage
+o0 respond fully to the situation of our time.

We want to.encourage you once again, therefore,
in your effort of formation as well as :m your apos-
tolic activities.At the threshold of ’thls Holy Year,
strive ’co make your thoughts and your deszres even
more one with the profound life of the Church:. "Sen-
tire cum Ecclesia!" ("Think with the Church!"). You
will find here <the spiritual and apostolic force
which we: beg the Lord to 'give to your communltles,
‘to which we ex’bend with 211 our heart our Apostollc
’Blessn.ng.

) Castel Ganaolfo Augast 1st 1973
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