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-our authors today

»Lulsa HOCSON is one of the young full tlmers at the Nation
; " al CLC Center in Mamila. In this role she is
"ecalled to tour the Phlllpplnes {0 orgenize seminars ‘and
. formation courses. In particular she is one of the leaders
- for the "Training Inst;tute". She gives an account in this
“igsue of that formation session, which lasts 3 to 4 weeks
© and is addressed mainly to lezders in CLC. We have already -
in the past 31ngled out its quality and the interest it
Zevoked. e

.Fa+her ancenzo IN;OLLRA s.j. hag for many years been the
‘ soul.ofour movement in Italy.
A very dynamic eccles1astlca¢ assistant of the National Fed
eration,he is:the 1ndefat1gabie organlzer of the congress,
“‘the editor of reviews and books of spirituality.His latest
R writing is a new presentatlon of tie Exercises. Father In-
solera gtill finds time and energy to give each Jear geve-
ral courses of the E?er01ses to CLC members of all ages.

- José Luls VELASCO is already ¥nown to our readerc by sev-
: ‘eral previously published articles. Mem-

- ber of the Executlve Council of the World Federation -and.

_chairmen of the International Comm1551on<x1"leeratlon and
Development", ' he is.a person for whom one's esteem grows
through the W1tness he reflects and the warmth of his pres
ence. He is education director of .& school in one of the

”;noorer sectians of Madrid, is marrled and the fatner of two

: chlldren.f

-
Raymond ZAHBITO of. New York is actlve in the flela of den-
» tal and university education. The warm at-
" mosphere of the Zambito family (both are CLC members) re-
sulted in exchahges with youth about love and marrisge, since
published. Ray, member of Loyola CLC and indefatigable CLC
promoter,is currently president of the UsL federation. His
energy, vivrant perscnwllty @nd Ignatlan sense of commit-
ment impress everyone. :
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LIBERATION OF ALL MEN :
LINES TO EXPLORE

by José Iuis VELASCO

"leeratlon of the whole man and of alil men" © A hap~-
Y expressz.on but to achieve it Christians have not found
a2 gimple path, one open to all men of good will. Neither
has a profound approach been found--not because the theory
is complex, but because it must be incarnated.in the prob-
lems of our time. That path we must find by -travelling
together., These lines would like +%o0 be simply & coopera-
tion in this search by the CLC. . Its possible usefulness
will come from the help that, in my personal search, I
_have received from the Spanish Commmities and from the
World Federation, whlch for many of us, is begimning to
be an authenulc comnmnlty. ’ ‘ :

A first step is to reflec‘t on the process of libera-
tlon and to see it in =2ll its ‘amplitude. This helps us to
evercome the frustration that arises. when we find OUL~
selves unable to- implement it glong lines presented as the
‘only ones, when in fact they are & partial and limited op~
tion. It avoids too confrontation with persons--Chris-
‘tiang or mot--~who are working and strugeling for the same
 thing as we are, but in a different wey. The liberation
of each man and of men in history is a single process, but
one very broad and very complete. We will ‘mention - three
of its main lines. They cannot be separated from ezch oth
er, but neither should we ignore the value of egch. lat-
urally, -they are not neutral. Our personal option must be
_the object of & careful and continual discernment.. Each
person should choose that activity that will zllow him +to
work most effectively for the concrete needs of . the men
_arolmd hzm. There are options 'that are in themselves goodr
or at least not bad, but which are negative in & concrete

f
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: an egon.sm and makeV ‘

For example,

] 8 *},,men who, “as a resul‘t of discérn-
ment,. cnange théir field of act:;.v:;_ty. fTrom a scientific or
humamtaman work they pass, at & certain point in “their
ALE 4o a.political struggle, 6 which they give them-
> lusnrely, or which they. msert in work of anoth-
er kind. - The essential thing is to be ettentive -to the

“fffneeds and the si uua‘tlon of others, -especially of the very

poor; ~ahd to - remember always that we “4end to Tind more
jbearable ‘those problems from which we ourse_lves do ‘not
' suffer. ' : : :

o In ‘the first 'olace, one part of the liberation proc-
cess is formed by the activity through which -man masters
nature, overcoming--in great part--the limits heretofore .
imposed a:ad making use of the la.ws of nature :f‘or mants

venefit. The concrete means by- Wthh “this p;rocess takes
place is work in the widest sense. In this way is crea- -
ted a world which to ‘@ large. degree is now culturdl - and
humen, - not only one of nature, - and which makes passlblef
 new steps towards dominion over nature and over ourselves.
Marx has studied this process and its ambiguity: sourcee of
progress and of ;almenatlon. Tellhard de Chara:m has pre- -
sented the progress “of -man- in the framework on an evolu- .
“tiom constan’cly perfecting all reality which is “advancing

toward awareness and freedem. His thought makes us see in
this evolution a2 coneréte and authentic realization~-al-
“though ne: ,"her complete nor sufficient in itself--of - the
~plan of- God cwihieh will' culminate in the second coming of
the Lord as Omegz. Sciende and labor cooperate in this
‘line of liberattion, not through & blind. advance, but
‘ through their u’blllzatlon for the authentic good oi man,
“This is related to political liberation, but 1is mnot re~
dueible- to thet: . Are we Christians cooperatlng in the use
of the liberating power of science and of humen labor? In
“the perfecting of agriculture, of medicine, in the better
and more effective use of technigues for" obtaining and ap-
- plying peaceful energy? In the several means. of communi-
cation, in psycholegy, 4in an education that frees men in
place of oppressing them? Or do we remain apart.from many
of the anxieties oi‘ ‘men of today in. these. fields, - and so
play a part in perpetuating the unhanpy attitude that as a
group we had with regard to Galileo or in the face of psy-
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choanalysis? Ox course,these are only suggestlve thcughts,,
‘tnev' do not exhaust the quest:.on. . o

But Tie cannet present this dimension of. llberatlon as
definitive. That would be angelism, in the worst sense. of
the ’vord- a ‘tranguilizing vision of the real s:.‘tuatzon.
" The material means to understand. and subdue nature do not
-of themselves alone assure the liberation  of men. On the
contrary, the control and the understanding of nature have
" been and are being used by groups of men and by some coun-
‘tries,’ in so far as they are global political powers, to
dominate and oppress other. social classes .and other coun-
tries. Therefore, liberation is also an ‘economic, social
and poll‘t::.cal process. The. o‘opressed groups and couniries
--znd also other men in solidarity with those who - suffer
“this situation of oppression--combat -so that the power of
‘men -may help every group and -every md1v1dual to build
more effectively an ‘autonomous and authentic personal
life, in place of meterially enriching some few at the ex—
pense of the immense magorlty. In this sense,. liveration
is a confliictual precess, a struggle. Here we must point
out that the stmggle is a fact and that- the choice of
Chrls’clans is te placde’ themselves. either at the side of
‘“the op'oressed or of the oppressors ‘and to take part in this
conflict in = goszel way or not.. We must be aware that in
‘this second.option there are essential differences--it is
not enmough to say, "I am with the oppressed" +to have an
‘acceptable Christian option-~but that +to ignore the con-
flict is to give support to those who at this present mom-
ent have the greater power. Perhaps a text ‘of Girardi
clarﬂmes the matter: "We cannot choose 2bout recognizing
or not "hhe class struggle, but only about which side we
renge . ourselves on. - The ' transcending of -the struggie
takes place necessarily by means of the struggle.... With-
out doubt the Gospel commands us to love our enemies, but
"it does not. tell us that. we must. not. onpose them or not
struggle ageinst them.... The Christian must love &all,
but not leove &ll in the same way: the- .oppressed he Loves
by defending them and liberating them, “the oprressors by
aceusing them and opposing them. Love demands of us that
we struggle to free all those who live in a state of ob-
jective sin. The liberation _of the poor and of the rich
is effected st the same time." Our age sees clearly that
this political dmenvlon is essen‘hleﬂ t,t.ms noment. In
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,",’the f:mal analys:L , itis not a ques‘tlon nere’ and now: of
'}tperfectlng the. present order- through ‘a reform of details—
- glthough these be. mportant-—whlch ‘in the long run, make
: the oppresswe system more endurable and so wmore solidly
entrenched, tut of searchmg, by one path or snother, for
" a new order tha't is mare huma.n and - has dlfferent quallta—
: tlve values. ~

3
.

‘Finally, liberation has a personal dimension-~not in-
dividualistic inthe distorted sense that we sometimes give
to the word, "person". It is not easy to define this di-
mension. By it we become capable of realizing in our
lives truth, respéct and love for others, creativity. We
overcome our consumer mentalmy, our .alienations, the
destmctwe and anti-rational forces of our own psycholo-
gy. We are not speaking of an egoistic perfectionism. The
very sign that this dimension is authentic is when this
personal liberation increases our solidarity for the liber
ation of others, This solidarity, like Iliberation itself,
culminates in the gift of ourselves to Christ, the Lord.
There i& a real danger of ignoring this dimension and of
reduecing the plamming for liberation to a "scientific" an~
alysis of - the  economy and of the class struggle. Ve,
Christians, will collaborate in a fuller planning end exe-
cution “of liberation if, as an ecclesial commmity, = we
give witness of a radical commitment, concrete and realis
tic, which is not evasive, ~and which, at the same tinme,
respec"bs the complete reality of mén. :

I cannot say much more here. 4An. effor"b t0 listen to
the word of God and %o respond to it with our life is
worth much -more than Imowledge. The Xingdom is a free
gift, although it is not built without ocur contribution.
- Therefore, let me suggest to you to meditate on what the.
‘meaning was for the conteuporaries of Christ of the thrust
that He gave to his mission as it appears in Luke 4:16-30.
Let us take account, besides, of the fact that it was not
- a theoretical formula but one pointed towards practice
- through & series of optionsg in favor of the very poor--not
‘against the rich as nersons——optlons wha.ch stlrred up very
concrete reactions. »

I must stop here.  Many problems remain untquéhéd. It
is enough that each one of wus listen attentively to the
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Lord. He, through his Word, . through our personal prayeér,
#hrough our community, through the anxieties of men - is.
pointing out to us the problems and what our choice must
be in the:tr regard. And that now we gearch together..

In closing I would.ask ‘tha‘t at Augsburg '73, we the
CLCs seek angd pray ‘that emch one . of us—<and not only the
delegates~—find our-authentic solidarity with the poor and
the oppressed.. . That we bée able to cam:y*famard' the strug -
gle and to give witness thet Chrs. 2 - Libd
-and that He brings us {o the full
of Hz_story. That the- values of - praye
attention to the poorest, “of love o:t’ G’-ad and cf men are
rot an escape.- And that all ~of us.: cgeperate in the search

ation whieh will be vital
ecnrdmg to the vocation .
b h gLl of the radz.oalrsmﬁ;
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- News from lee

A Christian Lifeﬂcom{nunity of VYou‘bl\fi ,;wo;‘k;‘_p;g, in e E;act ory

. A Chms’c:.an Llfe Commity at the Coleg:.o de San Ig~
nacio (Ovalle) is made up of students of the last year of
_ secondary school. At the close of that ‘final year of
. school their classes finished early, and they made use of
© this situation to go away for fifteén days with -then.r as-
‘s:.stan‘t to: work as 1aborers in a glass factory. :

I.n 'the locallty of Hurtado :mu’t in front o:t‘ the Jes—
wit retreat house there. is a. bot‘tle factory with .more than
400 workers. The CLC lived in the retreat house and every
dey left at 6:30 in the morning to report with the mommng
shift. They were. scattered among the different work areas,
* which meant that some were assigned +o the unwelcome work
at the. oven, where 'bhe tenmera‘tures ‘were very h:.gh.

Before 'taking up the work we presented our pl,an +o
- the supervisor of the plant, who was a Communist. He
- willingly accepted our presence in the factory. We insist
ed that our reqv.est be approved also by the labor union
leaaers, since it might look like unfair competition with
the other workers, and we received the -approval too of
these union o:t‘f:.c:n.als. We explained that our aim. was to
experience the reality of the workers®' life and at the
same time to complement our too-intellectual formation re~
ceived in the Colegio. On our part we would attempt to
convey to the workers a s‘trohger cultural interest and an
‘awareness of their responsibility in the process 6f pro- -
duction by means of our conversatlens and any exchanges or
gatherings we mlgh‘c have.

, -The young people qulckly beoame good frlen&s of -bhelr
“working companions, who would invite them to have a beer
or to take part in their soccer (football) gemes or other
.amusements. During our stay & general assembly of the la-
~ bor union local took place, and the chairman made use of
it to ask the assembly how it felt about the experlment
,'that was takmg plaoe. Loud applause was the answer. |
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Bvery night, after some well-merited relaxation, a
short meeting was held to exchange our experiences and to
make an evaluation of -the day.: At the end of our two
weeks of work the supervisor was given, at his request, a
report presenting our ideas on some of the needs we had
noticed, - and on what improvements might be introduced to
lessen the boredom and drudgery of the daily work and to
ralse the culmal 1evel of the workers.

A% ‘t:jhe end, one of the yoimg men gave at the Colegio
a farewell talk, part of which had been prepared with the
help of the whole group, and in which special mention was
made of +the experience they had just had. As a result
their example was followed by another CLC group of the
same school for a fifteen~day period, and later on by the
‘students of another Colegio for & whole month.

We hope that during the scholastic year of 1972 this
.experience can be organized on a regular basis for stud-
‘ents of various schools in such a way that it can become
part of the regular plan of studies. In ‘this -way one
would arrive at the ideal where every student would have
wcrked for a pericd and where every worker would be in-
volved in some sort of study. We are counting on the rec-
, omendat:x.on of the supervisor who has both promlsed us ‘fa—
cilities for’ other groups and said he would recomuend the
plah for other industries that have been n,atlonallz,edk or
whose. menagement hes been tdken over. Both students and
workers remain very setisfied with the experience, and a
fm~end1y camaraderie has grown up between them that reach-
e$ much beyond their days of work together. The same stu-
dents who begen this experiment have. committed themselves
_to help and stimulate other groups of students to. contin-
‘ue with it during the scholastic year that began in I‘Iarch,.

Other Chrlstlan Llfe grov.ps of the same Coleglo took

Da”t furing the summer in volunteer work organlzed by the

scholastie commmity in small v1llages of ‘the prov:mce.

Lheg took part in-a pastoral effort in a town while others

them worked at the same time on- constmctlon of tuil-

dlngs an«i other activity in favor of the commum.ty Where
the camp was held. o
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 DISCERNMENT IN DAILY LIFE

by R.F. ZAMBITO, D.D.S.

When I was first asked  to write this ariticle on dis-
cernment in daily life, I willingly end quickly accepted.
For after all, in the years since 1956 that I have been

making the Spiritual Exercises of S%. Ignatius, I had
-~ learned my lessons from the B“erolseg and spiritual direc—
tion well'

As the time for the writing of the article drew near,
I began to be troubled that all -of the self-confidence I
felt at the acceptance of the request was somewhat shaky
and not a little uncertain., At that point I began to read
and reread new and older manuscripts on the Discernment of
Spirits and within a short time I was truly troubled.

In the years since I have been making the Exercises,
-I.had come to know them well and even had the opportunity
to share them as a retreat master. Iy spiritual direction .
- was alwayo drawn from the Exercises and the elections of
the year's retreat. St. Ignatius has spoken to me, through
the form of the Exercises,  and has asked me, constantly,
to Ydo more, and do it better" for the sake of Christ, the -
Crucified; Christ the Risen One;Christ the Redeemer,Chrlst
“the King and Prophet. I had learnmed my lessons well and
was very capable of verbalizing these lessons t0 others
when discussing the nature and thrust of the Spiritual
Exercises., With this mental requirement to “do more and .
do it better", my day was never far away from me and my ac
" tions,and my nightly examen was quick to be made and clear
" in its commissions and omissions and in the guality of my
‘ @ctlons.

For some time, I have kmown that I had learmed my les
son too well, for I had intellectualized the art and skill
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'of the examen and of the de’cerm:.natlon of the Splr:l:t as a
force in my life. I had learned well how to think and
:judge and act, for ‘tne ¥ing, but I had almost forgotten to
listen with my heart as well as with my mind, Since the
‘real appreciations of the Exercises and Discernment did
not penetrate and become a part of my total sense of person
for almost ten years, I must apologizé for my stlubborness
. in not permitting the Spirit 6 be in me until I was an
 adult in the late thirties of life. I have missed 50 much!

My own perceptlon of ‘my charac’ter and personallty was
what first brought me to Sodglity, seeking the missing -
‘tsomething' in my life. A% the time, I was and still am,
aware of & personality I call 'service oriented' for lack
of & clearer term., To be st the service and care of otrxer
no matter what the cost -in inconvenience to me. At my 1n—
troduction tothe \.Jay of Tife of: ‘Sodulrty and the Exercises .
and smrltuaW direction, I mew I had found a method suit-
avle to my personal identity as a Christian and .one that
eould build on the great sense of ftradition and respect for
authority I held very dear.During the years that followed,
T wag led very carefully by two special persons who served
me &s spiritusl director. From bo'th I -learned the strength
;-,pd frailty of love; the meaning of faith; loyalty and a
perception of the Church of Christ I had not known before.
Both led me through the Exercises many times, with cere,
concern and detachment --my . S'Dl?l'tU.a.l and personal yells
being their only cdncern. Slowly, the rays: of: 110111: rene—
~trated this egotisticzl head and with meny prayers gome
evidenc_e of progress in the spiritual life was present. .My' )
dey was and is constructed around certain psychological
(strengtns and percepuons developed over the years,so that
I begin my day with the preyer- of all CLCers to Mery and
through her to Our Lord in vetition for that dzy; to be of
.service; to ocn'tlzme the sense. of the Church in all my
dealings and . +to be aware +that I wost 'do more and do it
better'. The word 'disappointment' end the word 'discour-
agement' are not to te found in my vocabulary, for I be-
lieve they,are the antithesis of Ythope! y my sense of the.
 Christian faith! Too, over the years, the major virtues
have been & part of my study end’ attempt to improve the
guality of my life. The sense of the virtues has and is
woven into the fabric of my 4aily life, 'so that it is a
sens.nble pam of all my dealm gs and-a ma;;or focus for crit
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- dgal review durlng ’che da,y anﬁ a‘t nlgh'b ‘Phrough ~the

;*years, I have been very much aware of the fact 'tha’c my
‘ver;y presence ‘and reputation have been formidable forces:
‘for the Church in da:.ly dealings with troubled Catholics ;
‘ concemed non~Catholic Christians . and non-Christians and
with this. sense I have realized the obllga'tlon and accepted

it to ‘be evermore ava11able and ready to serve ana be of

;servz.ce .-

“‘hese 11nes above I have wr:.:tten so that you might
become more acquainted with me and my person. My faith
" commitment has teen made in Consecration to Our Lady.
‘but  I-have been very diligent to carry it out according
to my best  judament — normal - human prudence! This is
a strange and difficult realmatlon to come to. and not
an easy one to admit, But the tempta’tlon to be free
and. easy with the words in describing daily discernment .
was. set aside as T realized I had been of service to
" many, but had forgotten how to listen with my heart as
well as my head! Through the years when *balklng before
many CLC groups, I have been aware .of using combinations
cof words to¢ describe my llfe gs a CiCer that were new to
my word construction usage. It is ‘& remarkable reaction -
within - oneself, +to" be speakmg to an audience and be
,:t’:‘ully aware of another presence strengthening and. aldlng
in the presen’uatlon. I heve and do believe this was the
presence of the Spirit aiding my pocr efforts for the
grea*ter glory of the Lord. - .

- In my deallngs with my- colleagues,‘ there is always
an  opportunity for anger and sarcasm. Usually, Yefore
_each meeting where sensitive” subgec’cs are to be d:x.scussed
I earefully Teview the - materials to be discussed, plan
a’ presentatlon where I have a posrtlon to take a:nd then
trust in  the Lord that I keep my mouth shut except to
be constructive, .Over ‘che years of retreat elections,
‘I have made decisions related to moral values and- the

strength ' of wvirtuocus at‘bltudes, go that the daily exper-

ience of  certain temptations (such . as decelt lylng,'

;half-—bmths) find no place even for a hearing, However,
this psychologa.cal control has been s0 internalized, *I:hat

T have almos*b forgotten how it came to be'

In my Qdea‘lings with my - dear wi:f:‘a, . Doroty,; a CLCer
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t60, I am always m:.ndful of my reasons for asking her-
to marry me. I was and am- cnmlneed that she will assist
me to heaven more assuredly then if ‘I tried all by myself
or with. another’ woman as a wife. In each of my daily
dealings. and in the carrying out of my obligations as a
husband and father (we have five chilaren),’ I am reminded
‘of my first reasons for ny mamage, my love for her &nd.
with her, end my need to have a sirong ally for the. daily
struggle to please +the TLord., Our realization of +the
truth of  'two .in one flesh' does not allow for anger or
11l feelings Detween wus, for it would deter and make
falise the reasons for our joining together in matrimony.
S0, anger and ill feelings do not share our household,

and in this" we _concur dallyr— with the ackuowledgment
"tha+ we do not succeed by ourselves. ' '

) Bach meal is a faith expression as we all vray " for
and offer thanks for special favors and our food. At
night, Dorothy and I (when I am at home ard not at a
meeting) pray with our . children +together, a prayer of
thanksgiving, for one special = happening that day, by
each person; . & prayer of petition by each, for a special
- favor or request, and a prayer of con't;rl’cion by each,
for an action performed that-day that we know was not
pleasing to Qur Lerd. We coneclude with 2 prayer and 'a
hymn chosen by the children and -then proceed to bless
~ each one in turn, as they bless us. In this way, we have
~tried to dimculcate the sense of respongibility for actions
placed and the knowledge that God .desires us to please
Him before all else and only constant repetition of this
tm-bh will make it real in life: : .

After all of this writing, I do believe that I em
more fully aware of what discernment is and especially
discermment in daily life. Discernmeént is the desire and
ability to listen to the Lord, in prayer and in action,
developing options and se’lec’t\"ing the better one and zlways
remembering for Whom all of - this is done and why. To
carry out this process da:.iy means, . to me, to bring the
dynamics - of the process into its buman, personal and
social dimensions - the real ev:.aence ~of mtness for the
other teo sees

I carry with me each day the knowledge that I nave
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o a, heavy obla.gatlon to ::rea‘&e ‘a bri ge with the past and
the. future of my Church through my VWay of Life. That I
: have the-obligation to be and to witness to, the righiness
. of the truth as éxpressed by the Pathers of the Church
Cogiven ns By Christ- and the Pether in  the 0ld znd New
~festament, I  have the Tforeknowledze, +too, thet if I
. renegde on this obligation, no one will be able to fill the
“v0id ‘I will leave. In 21l of this,  and more, I have and
do try to serve the Lord more fully and more forcefully,
eack day in each interaction with all my family, friends,
colieagues and patients. Yel, each day, I am aware {and
more so. these days s I write) <hat I do not listen
enough before I act and am not yet fully a captive of Our
Lord and His Spirit. Please vpray for me as I pray each de
for all Cilers throughout the world, :




Formation Seminar in the Philippines

General Orientations .

by Lowise HOCSON -

It its plamning s‘bage the Institute was thought of
mainly -as a tralnmg schopl involved in an in-depth study
‘of “the CLC, -in both 1%s ftemporal as well gs its spiritual
aspect. It was to present methods and techmiques in hand-
-ling but also with organn.zatlon, theology, sociology of
leadersh:.n etc.

,  The initial phase of the Institute was the Summer

- Training program last year. It was the start of & program.
'for a group of trainers who were willing to make themselves
available for' CLC work intheir ovm particular areas or for
. the Natlonal Federation,

[
B

Below is the program from. which the nature and the
'tomcs of the Summer Tralnlng Seminar were drawn:

[

.Actual ST ' VOBJECTIV,E. The set‘blrrg up of a team of
 experiences Christians who ' would train assistants
' ~ or members of a Christian community to
arrive at & commitment to Christ and %o
the group and to live the commitment in
service to the world according %o the
plan of the Father.
Its dynemics - © . MEANING OF PORMATION OF THE ADULT CHRIS-
‘ ) TIAN, While there are times set aside
for =an intense experience of formation
processes,seminars,retreats, liturgical
activities, étec,. the formation must
‘take place in the. day-to-day 11:fe of

‘bhe Chrs.s’slan in the world. ‘
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Scrlpture

fheoldgy .

Theology of

the Vord
Hope

Liberation

Sacraments

‘The adult Christian is.a man in the

world gifted with faith. What he must
be well versed in is the interpretation
of that faubh what it ‘is call:mg him

‘tc, what response it is asking of him,

To arrive at this 1nternretat10n . the
adult .Christian must know how o geft in
contact with the word. .of God in Scrip-
tures. He must learn how to experience

~this work that is come to pass; learn

how to seek himself in the events and
learn 'what are God's ways in the Christ
he sent., The Word of God must be acces~

'5ible to him in and through the Spirit
‘who shows to us who and what Chrlst is,

How in Christ God’s ‘promises are initi-

. ated and will be brough‘b to pass and
: co*lple'ted

It is the total world, man in all his
historic decisions that God's promises
bear upon. The -modern.adult Christian
must very.clearly see what God's designs
are for the individual person that heé
creates; how the world and i%s riches -
are meant not for the oppression but for
the liberation and development of man.

',How" God wants. righteousness 1o reign
- now, justice among all peoples now and

hope in the secure. ext»ec-batlon of a 'Lll’ll
versal resurrec‘non.

He must par'bicipate - meaningfully in
the ULiturgy particularly that of the
Bucharistic celebration 2nd be able
to relate this communion  with divinity

cin terms of the stresses and sirains
.and tasks in the world of. man and
‘human strivings. - He wmust have a very
elear view of the Church and the mis-
- sion of the Church in the World, A4s
a layman -he experiences & personal

call and  grows in ever more perfect
response. . ‘ ‘



http:throug..fJ

Analysa.s aml
‘Ref ectiorzs 0B
the World

Human means that

- are effective
and’ have an .
dmpact

Receiving and
Commnicating
abilities

Anglysis of
Sc_c'i ety

‘The adult Christian asks to what extent
.is, this kind of "kingdom wvieble ‘Vnow,,‘
If it is far frow being mplemented,
Cwhy ® " Whet are the causes ? How in

the company of his fellow Chrigstians

and that of all men of good will can -
‘e effectlvely bring: about this king-
dom of vightecusness and justice among =
- men and in the totality of society 2 -

In what methods snd processes must hebe
an expert to -have an impact on society?
How can his smaller community and bigger

 federation in conjunction with- other
-groups and commmnities make their vision
- and dynamism. bear on the- world. of power

and conflicts and very often dehuman-—

. 131_ng decls:.ons. )

To:have an impact whether as an indivi-
dual or as = member of a group, he
has to learn how to commun:.eate to be

.sensitive to needs; he has to convinee
-and persuade others, How does he get-

these qualities and proficiencies ?

Society has its owmn ‘dynemisms and power
structures. It has its own motivations

and attitudes., Flowing from these at N

titudes are patterns of behaviour. ind:
all these become iInstituticnaliged .

'The adult Christian to be of influence
, on. that society must understand . these

dynawisms. How will he ge't: an i.mder—
stan&mg o:f these 2

What competences in the concre'be should
this tramln.g take m‘?

1. ’ﬁndergo:‘mg the Exercises so that
~ one- arrives at total commitment.
Leammg the égnamics of the exer—:
.cxses.V, ‘
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‘God ih'Scr:‘:.. : m*es* urrderstandmg of
the Scmgtures

Medltatltm -and re:flect:.on on'’ the
. New Theolegy

Analysisf of 3@1,51;3,

Change Agents
Group Dynamlcs

A‘,Types of Chrls“alan Commun:.tles..:




Orientations of a Ngtional Federation

by Vincenzo INSQLERA Sede

- The Italian CLCs ususlly meet yearly in a convention
of the national federation. The ‘place of the meeting var-
¢es, the time is generally about ‘the end of April, and the.
topics treated hinge 'on the concerns of the moment. This
year the gathering was held at Rome, April 289-Mey 1, and
had for its central theme “CLC and the National Pederatiomn,
Part of the Ecclesial Community". The 230 delegates tak-
ing part were scattered among eight work groups and probed

the. topic through three sub-themes: a) As an ecclesial com
munity today, what should CLC and the National Federation
be ? b) What should be its tasks ? c) What fosters and
what hinders the emergence of such an ecclesial community?

_ In this framework the convention became a gathering
for research and for discernment, -and the end results of
the work groups offered a Tull, program for actlon.

1. The commnity is. based or personal and responsible
adhesion to it, in such a way that each and every member
can take full part in dits life and in the ohoice of its
direction$. Personal adhesion is necessary to create a
true community of participation, while the exercise of re-
sponsibility and the assembling of the résults of this ex-
ercise -compose the unity and the artlculatmon of the move-
ment.

The speclflc mark - of our movement is service within
the Church, and insertion in her unlty constitutes the ba=.
sis of the faith. Formation has no meaning if it is cut
off from this unlty or from the times in which we live. In
. fact, grewth in the faith, like every gift of the Spirit,

takes place w1th1n the Chureh and by the Church.
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- To llve dn’ group is -today an effectlve way to 11ve
'"yowng", ‘because it involves the search for a new style of
rdally llVlng, the discovery of one's own 1dent1ﬁy, a spir-
-it and approach that one does not easily succeed in- flnd~
' ing today in one's family, the school or through the mess- -
~media. In effect, the family is generally resolute in its
" adherence to the cla551cal values; the school tries- to de-.
velep technical man, without giving & direction 1o thls
technology; the mass-medla highlight the semsational, the
immediate, the emotlonal the acquisitive. None of “these
three agencmes of educatlon. are able to prcv1de what the
) ﬂrcup, on the other hand, can. :

And so the need ig: stresued of creat1ng through the'x
groups '"méw ccmmunltlew":vmhlch,make,to,flaur;shyagain*the"
ancient witness of the Acts:  "The brotherhood remained u-.
“nited” (2: 44). :The groups provide an answer that is both -
love-inspired and striking by their new ang balanced style
of living. They are prophetic in the meaﬂure in which: they
achieve. a new relatlonshlp between people leading them to
‘share what. theg have and +to llve as a result of this shar~f_ 
1ng. ; '

] In thls context CLC was _seen by the delegates as an’ '
ideal place for: ‘a confrontatlanoi‘thelr various splrltual
" cultural, -social -and - political -stances, for evangelical
- discernment, for the shaping of,progects fOr'disdussiOn,*

- for mediation between the world and the: Churbh - Tt prods

the "groups and their members to e faithful to the call of
Christ, to find their authentic - .expression in . the church
and ‘Yo see in her the sign of the unity of the worid. And
it @ids them as well to commit themselves to &ction for -
justice,  and to evaluate: the way -in which persong -and
groups witness to Jesus Christ in the midst of the sitrug-
;fkale and hebes,of,thls world im the fermenﬁ of change.‘

The Eucharlst‘lsthe unlfylng actlon of ﬁhls communlty
,of sharzng,the Splrltual Exercises of St. Ignatius are its
klever. The CLC ig a place of creat1v1ty and .6f searching,
- ine which the bond of communion,as in the pr1m1t1ve Church,
.. is Mary. But only- love achleves +this sharlng. that is to
say, “the union of those who profess the seme falth and be»f
: 1ong to the same communlty.

20 -
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Uncontrolled or unharmonized.social differences,,,must
;then be resolutely pinpointed and. combatted. The same
holds true for those pathological expressions of "stlcklng
toggther"--mdlvm&uallsm fanatlclsm exagerrated " oroupe
ism®, mtolerance, mcapacrby to dlalog;.e. o

2. Going. more into . deta:.l %he . »anvent:z.on members saw
the natmnal feclera'tlon ag a communlty-of~shar1n,g too, on- -
1y larger. "The. Federation is US. It is not just 'the nat
ional Secretariat and the Executive .Council. We must not
make the mistake of the past which identified - the Church
‘only with the hierarchy. The national federation is the
community of the groups themselves,and between the central
organs and the lbeal groups there must be no rupture.”

. . The essential elements of CLC were seen as residing
“in .the Ignatian Spiritual Exereises, in disponibility. for
the design of God as expressed in the fiat of Mary in the
Annuncietion, in service of the Church, :Ln a discernment
at once spiritual and commmltarian in 'bhe e:::ncem'i‘ber with
Chrlst and with one's brothers, especxally ‘and by prefer-
BHce. our brothers who are. needy ' a

_ The Exerczses were unxversally recognlzed as the spe¢
ific source of the spirituality of CLC, leading 40 the sum
mit of the may is, the mores: "The Exezrclsgs are to be in-
_carneted in our everyday life., . They constitute our point
of departure, not our terminus, in everything we do. They
must inspire and sustain all ‘the other. sectors of our
Christian 1life and Torge &2 kc;,Lose, harmony between faith and
works." ~Not only this: "the wocation to the .Christian
‘Life 'Comzmmlty is tested by the experdence of the Exercis-—
es, and in various ways it widens the ambit of our faith,
‘making it;rsecogni«ze in c‘chens ,the preseng:e of .the Lord"

The encounter wlth ChI‘E!.S‘b which in the Ebcerclses a.‘b-
'balns an  extrpordinary ;Lntens:Lty, is "1nalspens:.hle for
grasp:.r%g Fhe different facets of God's plan,which involves
©all in & single call®, am,d this encounter is achieved "in
faith, in shared prayer and in-eontact with others"

QLe ough“t; to- he 'bhe pILace in wh:r.eh our own ch01ces
are made in the light of & sense of the Church, not just’
,*checretmal but real. “Is-should provide ,each_of us, its
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members, w1th the means for a Dersonal 1ﬂter10r 11fe,3 ‘out
of which we- express ourselves fully in uhe‘world

For a more vital Chrlstlanlty splrltual dlscernment
communlty ‘deliberation and an analysis of the signs of the
times seem,necessary. ‘These means invelve the seeking of
the divine will in the concrete circumstances of life. We
should have special care for "poverty'of‘spirit, the basis
of every genuinely Christian attitude," and for "responsi-. -
" bility for our choices, 301ned to a sense of creat1v1ty."

The presence of Mary»was«mentionedVas "the redlscov-
~ ery of the place and the role that she occupies beside the
 person and the work of the Son,as a model of the Christian
of today, as the lived harmony of the daily yes to God and
to cne's brothers. as courage in adhesion’ to Christ and in
giving witness to Him, as fidelity in keeping the Word of
God. Model, -therefore, and help." Others saw in her a
Mkey element"_alon gside that of the. EkerClses. Others EXm
pressed the desire "to;be~w1th her the yes to others,"

" The veriable elements in CLC were found in "the needs -
of the times and of the miliew in which we work, the recog
nition of the varieties of personal vocations,the charisma

. of each one and of each commmity, the different trends of
- thought and of life accented from one age to another in.
the Church or the world. and assumlng dlfferent forms of .
expre351on " - -

3. e searchlngs of the canventlon took place 1n the
light of the religious and social reallty of the present-
- day Church and world. ' '
"Chrlstlanzty; as a vision of man, -makes calls upon
us in all our family, professional, - religious .and civic
relationships. - We should see social reform as the end re-.
sult of & maturation of conscience rather then as the fruit
of an extermal-imposition... To assure to-all the concrete .
exercise of their liberty as sons of God, - the. Christian
will combat without cease that every maﬁfbeguaranteed free
ly those services that are essential to human. 1life and dlg ‘
nity, among Whlch are at least a complete human formation,
Just treatment, sanltary f&CllltleS, ete. Christian ser-
vice ought to be ‘an expr6331on of love, artd so 1deally glv
en- wmthout recompense * : .
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"To spread this. 1dea opénness, dlalegue ‘and actlve ’
participation invarious presen‘bm&a,y organlzatlons of civil
- end church life is indispensable. ~For example, in communi
iy asaocmtwns, in labor unioms, in political parties, in
pastoral councils. And hence the task of CLCs is the for-
mation of the whole .men, capable of being a leaven also in.
_his socml and poll’slcal actnrlta.es. ’ -

"We do nc’c exclude contestatlon and confrontat:.«on,
~vhen - these. become necessary. But it ought to be dlctated'
and - 1nsp1red by a great love of the Church and - of men."
It should be "constmct:.ve attacking only superstmctures
and wrong behavwr, never unrty or truath. "

Tuch atten’s‘lon was given 0 the problem of unity at.the
level of communities, of the churches, of the planet. "The .
different social classes should be. represented in the ensem
ble of CLCs in- order to give a greater completeness to. gath
erlngs and to ‘meke our language more down-to~earth., It
seems to us that the time haes arrived when. the poor too"
should be a real part .of our communities.™ Especn.ally rec
ommended was dialog within each CLC: "Where counc:Lls eylst

" decisions should not be made only. by these councullprs.
New members should be very warmly received. The more shy
members should be helped to reveal their own special gifts,’

' so that each one feels himself an active and respons1ble
part of the community.We must notice those who are’ ‘absent,

-and make them feel wanted, especmlly it th:Ls is what :.s
lacking., 'We must foster frlendly groupings which facili-
tate the openness of one to the o‘bhe:c while avoiding small
‘ckigues of like-minded people closed—m on themselves for
1ove c:.rculates always among all " -

They were par'b:.cularly strick by certain current trends.
One- concerns the youth-adult relationship. In the final
session, it was unanimously agreed that the generation gap
‘must be bridged "for our mutual ‘enrichment, and so that
both groups may be adequately represented in our meetings,.
with a good exchange resulting." "It is a positive sigm
when youth arid adults are both present. When only a few
adults 2re at 2 meeting,it is 2 sign that something is not
working well." "We you’bh nee¢d. the witness and experience

of ‘adults." "We adults feel theneed of contact with youth,

because 'l:hey -help us, W:Lth ‘their problems and their expec~
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‘ cisions more realis'tlcally X , 't }
the CLC of tomorrow." ‘A new manli‘es*ta’czon, this, 'ev:;éence ‘
vtha:t a cer’cam bala:nce 1s returnlng.. ' SRR

Another re&zscovery:.s that ooneemmg the presence and’

- action of the priest-assistant in the CLCs: "Weneed & spir
‘- itual guide to help us respond to the many calls of God."
‘Hissistants ought to be relieved of" admmzstmtlve, techni
~cal, organmatlonal and . disciplinary tasks, so that 't;hey

" can inspire and guide us in our: search for God :m persenal

prayer and in conferences . with ‘egch one." - "‘Wiei need the
voice of one who by his. doc-tm,ne, axvpemence: -2nd hdliness
- can be forusagulée.__‘ o S '

.é.nother mdlcatn.on of maturrty. "I_n meetmgs there is
always a degire to S8y . everyi:nmg and in this- wey ma,ke the -
“encounter general and supez‘flclal ‘We. -must lmow how. to
~ choose .that limited facet which needs to bé explored deenly, -

and to- carry that fomrd,u ~ : -

J.t was then a. eonvent:.on in search wh:x.ch ponﬁ;ed ’co
CLC and. the Natlonal Federation as.a place of- sharing and.’
not of exclus:.on .85 .an open’ place in which . each one cculd'
be at ease, ‘A commmlty shering its work and- its prayer;
“and especially committed today to the liberation of man at
all levels. A fratemlty with its. um‘azlmg source 1n the
Lord Jesus Whom we a.ll share. -
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