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our authors today 
---~-------------

Father Jean Claude DHOTEL ej, born in 1926, 
,chaplain of, Association , Vie 

Chretienne in France since 1963, has been botheditor:"'Ui':' 
chief and then director' of the review VIECHR:I!;TIENl~. He 
is knoWnespec:i.ally, for the 'publicati()ris tha;t , have ai>­
pea:r'ed inthe Vie;C~tienne SerieSt suchashis n~he 
Whole l~n, All lIen'!, and very recently IIIgna'tins Loyola, " ' 
Who .l~e You?", crt whicihwe make mention in the present is-, 
sue. Let US call attention too to his thesis on' liThe Or..;.: 

igins of the Modern Catechismll 
f published by Aubier, J?a.r-~' 

,is, 'in the collectiion,' Theologie. He is the ecclesiasti-:: . 
cal assistant for the,' European CLCTeam, and has been, of ' 
great herp to communities of lay people in their research, 
by his translation and adaptation for practic:tl use of 
writings on discerIlJlient and 'decision_making. 

Marie SCHHlELFENING is executive seoretary of the Nati'onal 
, CLC Federation of the. United States. 
Earlier she served as permanent' secretary 6fthe CLCarch­
diocesan office in Detroit" ~hen ,for several years was in 
charge of the ~tionalCursillo Center in Reno~ Now at the 
l-Tational CLC Center in St. Louis, her friendliness, readY 
service and competence have, endeared her to many. 

Father Luis GONZALEZ sj,formerl.y' Jesu.it .Provincial in To-: 
J.,edo,Spain, is now DiJ:'ector of the 

Center for Ignatian Spirituality in Rome~,:Born in 1916, he 
exudes energy, optimism and openness. The courses, lec­
tures ,and publications oftb:e Center have, done much to de­
",elop and spread Ignat1an spirituality in modern form. He 
is a member of the Work Groa.p on the Spiritual Exercises 
of the E~opean CLC Team,andhelped'prepare and conda.ct 
"Chantilly 1111, the' COllIlllunityDeliberation held by CLCs 
of Europe in ~972.' ' , 
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ON RETURNING FROM AFRIOA AND MADAGASCAR (~) 

Tl:leitinerary was' inviting. Did .itnot envisions 
seriesof·stepstb.a.t wouJ.d allow us to meet Cb.ristianLife 

. COI!llll.unities with which, up till now, the World Federation 
!:lad had but littleool1taot? A·first· stop in Ethiopia ar~ 
ranged .for !lS meetings in Addis Ababa, . Dire·Dawa and Har­
are Four hundred miles of winding roads of the high Mada­
gasoar'],iJ.a.teau took us from Tananarive to ll'ianarantsoa 
with stppsat Antsirabe ?nd Amoositra. Nine· days passed 
in .South Afrioa Sa\1. .our gathe:t-1ngs grouped arolUld three 

. oenters: Johannesburg, Durban and Cape To-nn. A first stop 
at Bulawayo followed 'by two days" in Salisbury offered us 
o.urfirst view of theCLC .iIiRhodesia. Then Zambia with 
v?rious meetings at Lusaka and Kabwe,' t:r01llwhere we passed 

. into Tanzania. There all our meetings were in the Diocese 
of Meshi, at the fopt' of Mount Kilimanjaro, I:lighest 
peak of ~rioa. whioh with its 19,000 feet dominates a' 
landsoape of b?nana and. ooffee trees. ~ meeting at Momba­
sa and severa.l at Nairobi familiarized with: life and a£ 
tivity in Kenya. Restriotions now ineffeot prevented us 
from going to Uganda•. Some excellent oontaots in Zaire 
and a visit to INADES (Institute for the Eoonomicand So­
oial. Development of Afrioa) (2), launohed by the Jesuits 
atA~idjanin Ivory Coaet, completed a trip that. lasted 

(I) AsannolUloed in our last issue,' the, Exeoutive ·Counoil 
alitb,orized three of its members, Father Rieman, Nicholes 
Roorda Van EYsinga and ~os' Gsell to visit the CLOe of 
Africa and madagasoar. They re1iurnjust as this issue is 
going to press and here oonvey sketchily tnei'r firstim.­
pressions, while 'awaiting a detailed accoUnt which will 
give a fuller picture. 
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This rapid ...listing ofpla:ces,~s •• enough .... to .. 
tb,e impre.ssions ·gl;!theredand.the .discover.ies:madewere·.~. 
ny, butiihatthet 'remain partial. The personal contacts 
withOr.Oleaders wel"e i"ruitfUl.,: .... :focueing .essent.ially oli 
thepedagbgy andthei't>rmat1.on specific to the way of life· 
a.nd of service of the CbristianLife Ootnmuitities. They 
needoi'co1i:rse to be pursued if this :firSt 'mutual exchange 
is to flower and bear fruit both in the growth. of the lo­
cal and nationalco1nmllnitiesandin the African and Mala­

gasy contribution to the world' co:rnmunityof OLO. :Silt it 
reIllB.ins tI."ue that the ties established are solid arid. that 
i tis milch desired that they be strengthened. ....The. expec ­

.ted participation this summer of many African'and lJalagasy 
deleg~tesin the International LeadersfCourse and in the 
General Assembly is a first step in this direction•• 

* 

* * 


Though rapid, . this tripthrougll. the. dif'ferent coun­
tries allows orie to experience flash1mpressions, which 
however' do not really do justice' to the Dany-faceted real- . 
i ty. All the samet let. us mention . some predominant' 
ilnpressions that will help us grasp better . the reality of 
oUr Communities as they are inserted and rooted in a giv":,, 
en local situation and . cultural . context. The situation 
tal-:en as a' whOle is complex and varied. The' social, eco­
nomic and political data differ according to country. :But 
a 'c6lllllion characteristic in the majority of cou,ntries vis­
ited'seems to be the surge of. young nations towards the 
attainment of their development by methods which reflect 
.theirown personality:. One senses inang. through .many. 
different expressions and gatherings the dawning of. a le­
gitimate national pride, which gives the right to be one~ 
self'., 1iTalagasy. in JI'Jadagascar, Zambian in Zambia. At the '. 
same t:i,me, 'one'· :feels. the inevitable growing .pains of' a ' 
world incl:!ange~ in aearc)1 of .a fusi~of the modern world 
with traditional culture. One must mention too 'the sad-' 
ness that seize.s one there \vnere racial segregation or the 
domination of' one group over others still holds sway. It, 
is a reality that weighs very-heavily. 

(2) 	We willbave the occasion 1;0 present INADES in 

our f'u,ture issues. 
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The faith and the Catholic Church seem on 'the whole 
tooe making progress. many meetings, in 'seminaries 'im­
pressed us by the nuin1:ier and quality of the African c~er­
gy. Still, we were, always told ,that the number was less 
than that needed. They kep't 7100king forward toind irists.. 
ting on the contribution t.hat the laity could make to the 
work of evangelization. Finally, we were often moved in 
?eeingthe wOl','k done by the mi.ssionaries, real p:lon,eeJ;'s ,of 
:the faith, knowing ho\v. to efface themselves and, ::topu.t ' 
their competence at " the service'of a young Churoh intent 
on 'basing itself on Af'ricari and I','falaga.sy values and' on the 
'Patri!!~ony proper' to eaoh country'. 

* 
* * 

The contacts, exchanges and encounters that we had in 
the different cOllntries put llS in the .pres~noeof diverse 
CLC realities. Let us try to sketch the min lines. 

First of all the experience of three countries in 
which CLCwas lallnched four or five' years ago. A· recent 
experience, certainly, but dynamic and oriented acoording 
to the characteristics proper to our way of life. An ad­
vance, taking account of the milieu, of the country . in 
which they were developing, and translating itself often 
by clear and. courageous apostolic options. :Beginnings 
truly promising. We were'struck, for eXaI!lple, in a 'illeet ... 
ingof thirty or so leaders of CLO, by the qllality and the 
depth of the exchange between members of different races. 
COmIllllnity life and community sharitlg were a reality which 
showed well how long the path .they had already travelled. 
In another place, we took part at a World CLC Day: 400 
African (that is, black)melI/bers, half men, half women, 
withollt counting the babies who "followed" the disctiS­
sions, securely installed on the 1:iaQ~ of their motheJ;'s. 
They had centered their day on the family, the promotion 
of the family cell, thedevelol?ment of their community, 
their ties with the world movement"The :i.nternationa~lea 
ders t course which' will take place in Rome tilis oom.i:ni' 
.filly has, even before being implemented, stirred up the 
nesire to multiply it: thus one of the countries is plan­
ning a similar experience for the leaders of its Communi... 
ties ne.rl ::December. In a black African seminary, we met 
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~ ...... composed>ot sem:LJlarians~ .~.Ei~h1:0:f~h.em 'were ,,.;..; ......;; ... "" 
eaoh d~y two nourJS 'of'\;heirt1me' (lletWeen:tl1:)0u:and two 
olook)t'o teaohing' reading,w:riting,a~d all subjects ,to 
ohildren of" the 'surrounding 'terr:i:torY. These are but s 
examples among many••• 

, There ar~also-we ~nOOUD:tered them here or there­
former' SodalitiesofOurIady ,whloh have, entered or are 
trying. to enter on aprooe~s of" renewal•.If this 'prooess 
is ,still only at its beginning":"'there aremany~ .reasons to 
explain this--the chances of" an evolution seem good, oon.l 
eidering . the concern and the qllality of the 'leaders~ 
Their members generally pursue an intense aotivity in th~ 
parishes. We were able to see once more how important are 
the international exchangefl\, the relations that. they bri~ 
about, the whOle reality and life of our world Commu.nitYi ' 
for they advance the oollective growth of the CLGs. They 
break the '. isolation of groups, put at the. disposition o+' 
all the sUlIi of CLe ex:perience, make possible. a true~ shar';' 
ing, confirm'or oorrecttheexperience both of: one ,and of 
the other, ahd stimulate our sense of responsibility. ' 

Finally, we must a.dd that we were able to make very 
interesting oontaotsin three countries where CLC does not 
yet exist and interest there a, certain nllUJ.ber of persons. 
The presentation of the General Principles and of their 
concrete expresSion in the. life ofdifi'erent cou.ntries of.. 
ten oorrsctedan image based on certain misconceptions or 
past experiences. 

These exchanges in so many meetings of communitiefl, 
of leaders, of ecclesiastical assistants--ot). what subjects 
did they, foous.?· What were the questions that, in lin,e 
with the level ofdevelopm~nt of" the groups, came IlPfor 
discus.sion?· Let u.s mention those occurring most often" 
while stressing. how 1;he sharing in the course of such'$.. 

. trip is mutually enrichj,ng• 

. The initiation into the way of life. of CLC made up 
the core of most of the meetings. Together we sought 
the'important steps· of formation involved in. the growth 
and e.xperienceof:a Christian Life CommLmity. An experi­
encethat .is personal f leading to the gift of sel:fof ,tile 
apopt:le formed in' the school, of the Spiritual Exercise .• 
A cOl1ll1lu.nity experience. whi.ch follows, which supports . 
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l>ersonal eVolution of the members and prepares them for 
cOIDIllunal discernment. Aglobal experience which takes 
hold 01"1;. person in all the dimensions ,of his life, help­
ing him to llliify them. To the 'exohanges '. bearipg on pre-:­
cise points of formation were ofte.n added discussions on 
the Africanization ofCLC, the expression of theirol'm. Af_ 
rican or Islagasy identity. With the help. of interpreters 

. we followed and participated in meetings in ZuJ.u, ShoDa, 
·S\7ahili. ... Everywhere the same concern : to rethitlkone I s 
Christianity and to.express. it by means of one's way of 

. life. 

There is mucn that would merit being mentiQnedh.ere 
if we were not limited by' having to write this at the last 
lllinute. But that cannot prevent us from higl1light;1.ng once 
more the warmth and hospitality of the 'welcome we received 
both in Af'rica and ]l~d.agascar. It touched our hearts. 
And as \'te close,we see again those smiling faces, yester­
day tmlmown, that. we left behind, with what regret••• 

Jose GSELL 
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'PlmSONAL CONVERSION" COM;MtJNITY LIFE 

AIfD APOSTOLIC COMMITMENT 

by Jean Claude DHOTEL fI.j. 

. To prepare ourselves for communitydiscernmen1; ,let 
us begin by calling to mind the link that exists between 
personal conversion, community life and apostolic, effecti­
veness, whether personal or communi tarian.• 

One question to settle at the start: is this link 
necessary, that is,' does person8.l' conversion necessarily 
give birth to a coimnunity and apostolic approach of ace,!: 
tain style? A simple look at .the ensemble of,spiritualit­
ies inspired by the Gospel obliges us toariswer no: the 
G'ospel hasbeeritheinspiration of both solitaryhermits 
and of conternplative and !ictive communities, of apostles 
worKing together and of free-lancers •••. Every spirituality 
takes its rise f'rom the contemplation of Christ, but while 
Christ is one, the eyes that look at him are dif'ferent ac­
cording to temperaments. 

Another example is s~ill more striking: one knows 
how much st. Ignatius owes to the Benedictines of Montse­
rrat. Yet the spirituality of st .. Ignatius far removed 
from the Benedictinespirituality. st. Benedict ,has "seen,j 
Christ "come to live among us!!, literally IIhe has pitched 
his tent among us". The BE!nedictineorder rests then on iE! 
plantation; his apostolate is one of radiation, like a 
lighthouse planted on a rock: that is what the abbeys 
wish to be. Saint Ignatius, he, has "seen" Christ as "he 
who sent and who sends". The Society of Jesus rests 
then on "mission'~,which supposes illobility; its apostolate 
is that of contact, like .that of Saint Paul. ' 

On the other hand,every spirituality is,coherent. 
If a link between its diverse elements appears in the exp.2, 
rience of the founder, it, becomes necessary for all those 
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who wish in their turn to .make the experience of the foUB; 
. del'. This i$the case for the' Ignatiail. experience, COIllIlll:1­
nicated in the Exercises, lived·today in the Society of' 
Jesus.and, in a distinct way, in theCbristian Life Com­
munities. 

Is there need to recall that the conversion.,o~ 
Ignatius at Thlanresa made of him a servant of the Church,. 
prodding him, . from the beginn1:ng., to "help'souis", and ve';" 
rysoon, to recruit companiQns?To helI> and be '. helpe~d, to 

,be helped in order to help more, tliere is thelink,anec­
essary 'onet'that he perce.ivedbetwe,en ,coIllIllun1ty life 'and 
apostolic eff'i.ciency. This life-view.. appeared clearly' in, 
the statement'. of the. Jnai1l...reason for the decision of the' 
Companions in 1539: "A mutualresponsibility and a. fUll 
accord of. each one with the others would assure 'a more a­
bundantfruit,for souls: f'orcesuni t.ed have' more resistan­
ce and mOre energy f'oraccomplishing great and difficult en 
terprises ·than when tney are' divided and dispersedll(Deli= 
beration, n.' 3). ' . 

~tiJ.l, many think that. this link is not evident in 
the Exercises ,which they reproach for being "individuali,!!! 
tic". The r:emark appears.to have a, basis if.oneconSj,ders 
the text itself~ There is queetion ·of "ridding, oneself of' 
all' disordered'attacoments, and. theh,when.. one is rid of 
"linem, to seek and find :the divine will in the disposition 
of onel.s life for the good of onels soU:l lI 

" It·tias a ba:;'lis 
als~ori.e considers the manner:-in"which the Exercises' 
ought to be undertaken: ,in solitude in perSOnal prayer, in 
the role even Of. the instructor, who is to leave "the Ci'e-· 
ator and Lord communicate himself to the f'aithful'souF{C:fi 
Annotations). 

But is it not time to draw on our oVVJ:leXperience,? 
EVery free effort, every decision, including those that 
concern. the community, . does it not hark. back first of al·1 
to an experience the most, personal? Is. there nota,momen;t;, 
at the he,art .of even ,the Iilostcommunitarian deliberation, ; . 
where .1 t' is I .who st=+ys "yes" or '~no"? 

Some days ago,. ona French 'television, program, Fa':" 
.ther G:eneraLAr~pe was asked: 
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:Do'yo\l.t",el·;rou:rse1:ttQQealone? 

On, no, no, he. 'repliedionly,t>a.m alone when I take the 

big decisions.... Re.sponsibility isaometh1ng personal. 


One can even say that an apostolic Qommunitycan­
noi; e:x'istl;l.tl,less it ismadel,1p ,of men capable of making 

,llersonal<decisiona. ,Tl1e Exercises form men of that sort. 

Fi;rst of. all, by personal conversio;n: "bY ridding 
oneseUo:f all disordered attacbments" so as to be abieto 
:follow'Cl:Irist "poor and humiliated". Thelang'uage may be 
old, but its meaning is Si.jrikingly mode:rn.At~the.birth of 

.capitalism,Ignatius perceived the twofold human energy un 
leashed by thecapttalisj;ic ,movement: theappetiteforpl;~ 
sw;-e and i;he .will for power; .the exploitation of man 
by man; economicpow'er leading to political power, exerci..., 
zed,:for·personal ends. His intuitive analysis is it not 
one with the, most systematic analysis Of today? If in the 
meditation of,theTwo Standards, one translates "riches" 
by "econom1cpower" and "honorsll by IIpolitical power",one 
will be struck by the harmony... • 

Nevertheless this personal conversion,tranalated 
negatively by the renunciation of money and ,power, positi ­
vely by adhesion to Jesus Christ poor and humiliated, does 
not seem toinvolve.necessarily an apostolic community Ii 
fee At the time o'f his convalescence at Loyola, Ignatius 
was still' hesitating between tb.e ,CarthUSians and Jerusalem: 
hermitage. or pilgrimage, forms of iifevery distant .' from 
that which we envision•. It was 'because at this. period Igrl,! 
tius st.ill thought. of sanctity in terms of heroism-we \voulClt 
say today, a moralistic approach: one must. be poo'r, one 
must be humble. A vision still static, even egocentric. 
'True ..conversion demands a more total forgetfulness of 
self'••• 

The Dynamism of Love 
----------~-------------------_.._.-------­

At Manresa, Ignatius let go of himself and let hi~ 
self' be ·led.byGod, who instructed him, says he, "like a 
teacherinachoolu.He enters then into a dynamism that 
leads him on. For be !lsees" the Holy Trinity, he "sees". 
how God has created the world, he ttsees"the humanity of 
Jesus Christ and, in,all three cases., always as something. 
whiCh acts, which emits, which radiates.... . 

http:teacherinachoolu.He


Let thQse who criticize the· EJeercises as being "in 
dividualistic ll Iilakethe Same experience, and. let themsEllves 
be instructed. The community, it· is true:, . is. .not pre- . 
sent in them under its psychological and SOCiological as­
pects, but in its very source and ;n the movement. which 
makes it .go beyond itself' and draws with it all thosewho 
throw themselves in its wak~. ·~o go out of itself is, .in 
the Ignatian perspective, the unique raison dfetre of the 
community. From the Ope!ling me-ditation to the· "contempla­
tion to obtain love", .there is question only .offollowing 
the dynamism of love,. "to. which it belongs to communicate 
itseli'II.At the center of tl1is cycle ,vhich goes frQm God 
to creation. and from creation to God there is "tihe Incarna-· 

. tionof the Son of God. If one rereads, or better, if one 
makes this contemplation of the Incarnation as it .is des;" 
cribed in the Exercises .{nos. 101-109}, one will. find 
as one does also in'the Gospel of ~uke, the process of ci6~ 
mtinity discernment: the three Persons of the Holy Trinity 
see the world situation--we would say today that they ana~ 

• 	 lyze it togetl1er-from the more . universal ("the surface of 
.the earth" )to the more particular (men in "all their. var! 
ety of dres·s ano. attitudes ll ); they d.eliberate on what is to 
be done; they decide and they execute :their deCision. 

~----------~--------
It is a community o.ecis;i. on then, and for an apost.2, 

lic end, since after this "deliberation" the Son' of the F!: 
theris "sent". Let. us recall 'that the word "apostle it means 
".sent" : Christ is the l'Apostle" of the Trinity, .as the 

,Twelve are "Apostles" of Christ. From this it is clear 
that the c·ommunity, according to Saint Ignatius, is not 
completely alltonomous any more than' is the individllal, in 
what concerns its apostolic mission. 

In the same way tb.?t Jesus is. related to the Fa_ 
ther who has sent him, the community receives its "missio­
nary orders" and gives accollnt of their eXeclltion to the 
one who sent it. This can be seen in the great meditations 
of the Kingdom and the Two Standards, where Jeslls assem­
bles his disc:i.ples in order to send them lIinto the whole 
world••• to help men by at1;racting themll • This isey:&nm,o-: 
re nQticeable . in the decision of the first Jesuits to 
place themselves at the disposition of the Pope "so that 
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)le,lIIS.Yf3endthemtherewhe:rehejudges tlleirministryWill 
be<;most<fru:ltful"(~libera'tionn.3J. :Did not, l'gnatillS 
pw-';·as the fi:z<st point of the.slection that matters about 
which wew1sh to decide muatbe "lawfu.l within oUr Holy 
Mother the hierarchical Church, and not . opposed to' her" 
.(Exercisesn.;L70)? All oommuriities founded on the spirit 

of the Exerciseathen' cannot but be linked together "in 

one sole . body" , whose finality is apostolic. and whose sty­

le of life will be determined by the, need for mobility. 


Here weare at the heart of Ignatian spirituality. 
In his vision of Trinitarian love, II of which it is charac­
'teristic to communicate itself", Ignatius perceived the dz 
namism of the "going out'l of all things from God and of 
their return to God. He felt himself oaughtup ina ,move­
1l1en.twhich is at the . same tinie personal o onve rsion and OO!; , 
munity apostolicoommitment. . Let us not talk then only of 

. a "link"but ofidentity.lt i.s precisely this whioh is ex 
,pressed at the, end of tile rules for e;[ecti011: "Let him de: 
sire and seek,nothingexoept the greater praise and glory' 
of God our Lord as the aim of ali he dOes. For everyone 
must keep in mind that in. all that ooncerns the spir:j.tual 
life his progreaswiil be in proportion to his'surrender 
of self-love and of his own will and interests tl (Exeroi­
ses n. 189). ' ' 

The oonversion of theperaon isa going out of h::i.E! 
seif to go to GOd by means of the route.of men. The oonveE, 
sion in the oommuni'ty is to go out of the dommunity,whioh 
sendseaohof its members. The. oonversionof the oommunity 

.is the oommu.n.ity goiilg out of itself to-gO- to answer the 
oal1 of the Churoh and of .men•.·' . 
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:BEFORE IMPORTANT DEOISIONS IN LIFE 

by Luis GONZALEZs.j. 

:Becoming conscious, 
--------~---------------------.-----­

Each one of us 'must become aware of the fact, t~t 
in life 'We make decisions whioh involve" usdeepJ,y'1l1ore 
oftentban we think. 

For example: 

Margaret nillst' ask herself seriousJ,y if she shou.ld 
. co:p.tinue her relationship with Charles; if she doesn't 
take the beginning of the relationshipseriotlsJ,y, tomorrow 
mayb~ too late. '.' 

Daniel has to concern himself, already now, with 
the date of his marriage to Ann: is it 'better for thetvro' 
of them to weit lllltil:they are well settled in ti:lE~ir p~~~' 
fessionsfor ahollld they experience the first years of 
their professional 'lives together?" . 

Vincent- and AEgelaareweJ.l·settledaftert~e .. 
yea:r's o:f'marriage. They have no:child:ren yei. Thdr hoti.$!, 
hold needB,howeverf increase eve"J!Y day. ShOu.1dtheyraise 
their standard of living, or wollld.. itibe better for" thelli.· 
tb maintain their present austere way· of J.ife. which they 
thov..ghta.bollt while still enge;ged? . 

John and Frederica,on thecontrary,Dave two chi! 
,d:ren after three· years of marriage. Shou.ld. theyprepare·for 
a third one? . 

George and Paul8.,however. bavelostthe hope of 

having child:ren•.DoesGod want them to adoPt the child o~ 

an unltnown mother? Thiawould mean a radical change til 

their lives. 


Alfred . works and is satisfied ill his profession. 

SllddenJ,y something happens f'orwhich he was not prepared: 

the offer of a job froD;l another 'company. ThiSwouJ,d mean a 
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change o"fcity, "achangeo"fprb"fesSion, together 

oonsidera.bl~ increase in;pay. What eholilclo he do? 


Thoma.e has four hours available each week ,for "a- [ 
pcstolic 'l work. What ,kind ·ofwork should he devqteh:i,msel:f. 
to? 

Why shouIdwe continue? The list ofo;ptionswhich
might be gone throUgh repeatsitself in our own Iives. We 
must be attentive tooe able to respond to these demanils. 

, The Will of God 
-------------.-­

V'ie are too used to saying that what we must, look 
for is "the will of God". What does lithe will of God" mean? 
Some think that the "wi11 of God" is like a card which God 
hides and which we must discover 'only by being astute; or 
at least, which we have to wrench from His hands by our 
constant supplication., This view of things is wrong. 

How can ,we imagine that God enjoys systematically 
withdrawing from us something which we need? How can we 
think that God does not take us seriously, that He plays 
wtth us, that in the end He lets Us overcome Him by our 
insistence? ,The wili of, God is not sqmethiDg different 
from i,;he ;plan which He has for us (I, T1m.2,4).God'e will 
;is ,love, for love Is itself God (1 John 4,16). If we iook' 
for the will of 'God in ordert'o fulfill it on earth as it 
is in heaven (TDatt. 6,10), we are askingi'or a realization 
of the mysterious design of His will (E;ph.I,9) For" this, 
reason, He lias sent Hts Son (John 4,34; 6, 38ff), and His 
Spirit (Gal. 4,6) to all men. ' 

, For this reason, acting, through the impulse o"f 
this love, I will be .able to act, reasonably before the co,!!' 
crete circllmstances in which I find myself. What wemus,tj 
do is.react, witl'l ever new creativity, according to God's! 
image ill ourselves (200r. 3,18; Rom. 8,29). ' 

This is the will of God, for which lam searching. 
This is the "glory of God" ,"the living man" '(Ireneas).' 

How to disoove,r the will of God 
---------------~---------------liiiiio.?___~-~--------"O':__--,_:--------­

The S;piritualExercises of st. Ignatius werefo:t'm,E; 
lated for this reason: liTo seek and "find the \v111 of God": 
(Ex. I). 'We canpotmake' the Exeroises, however, wheneveJ:\ 
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we have to askoarselves "what do You want me' to do"? 
(Acts 9,6). Whenever this comes up, however, we can profit' 
from the p'edagogy learne,d in the Exercises'•... Wecanapply, 
the rules :l'ordiscernme]1.t of spirits (Ex. 313-336) and for 
election (Ex. 17~189). This concerns .knowingwhat I must 
do II here 11 and nnow". Or, that is to say, what dges God 
wa.nt from me? This consists of two things: oreating the 
necessary preliminaryconditions, and. then following 
through with thesearch'::process. . 

These necessary pre;J.iminary conditions refer, 
first .ofall, . to ,the elimination of those internal. dispo­
sitions Which woul.d.,make us unabl.e to recognize what we 
"have to.do": lacl!; of attention and reflection; ·egoism 
which kills love; conscious and IlnconsciOus pol.arization 
of my will in'a fixed ~irection. 

Other po.siti'veconditionsare necessary to discov­
er the will of :GoQ., in the sense which we tal.ked about be­

. fore : internal. freedom to do what must be tione, whatever 
it is; an awareness of what God is, for whichmy~easoning 
is not enough, but rather His revelation through His Word. 
My. faith. will be the free . answer to this Word,'from which 
love will be born; this increases ·from constant contact 
with Chris.t and His Spirit. . 

St. I.gnatius :\.ntroduces lIelection", which -is the 
word he uses for "choice" in the Exercises, . when in the 
second week, the exercitant is familiar with "a knowledge 
of the true life exemplified in Clirist oar Lord" (Ex. 139) 
and when the figare of Jesus Christ appears serenely every 
day before his eyes' (Ex. 128-129).·· He is the living image 
of the unseen Father (Col. l., 15). He who came not to do . 
His own will, but that of the one. who sent Him (John 6,,38), 
He who has taught us to do .thewillof the Father on earth 
as in ·heaven (Matt. 6.,10). 'He who does not content Him­
seli' with the Law, but who gives grace and truth at the 
same time (John 1,16':"'17). for which reason we not only 
call ourselves children of God, but we really are 9hildre!1 
of God (1 John 3,1)• 

. The Search-Process 
-----~--- -_. 

We have as yet spoken oIUy about thep.ecessary lll'!. 
liminary oonditions for finding the will of God. If these 
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It is not enoUgh to lmowwhe:reweshoq.J:tl ~nd 

.hll:twhere ie Oll4" .startin,g':'point? The same ro.llte ... is' 

good for everybody. 


What. is importan,t is choosing :the 

ollrseJ:ves, am.ong aJ:J: that are given. 


I may find my soul. so. moved and attr~oted by God, 
. that I can foJ:J:ow withont hesitation (Ex•.175). 

.. Or, I may find myselfconfnsed by alternating 
feelings of optimism and pessimism, oonsolationand deso­
lation (Ex.' 176). 

Thirdly, ;r: maydiscoverinlllysel:f' a tranquillity, 
and su:fficielit light to u.se my natural powers with free­
dom and peace (Ex. 177-188). ' 

1. Even if we find· ollrseltres moved by the irresistibJ:e 
"clearness and attraction" f we cannot sttrrender ollreeJ:ves 
completely to following this ,pa~hwithont i'u.rther thought. 

The first qllestion is whether this oPtion is uper.;.: 
missibJ:e" for me; Without this eondition, neither the ; . 
clearness nOr the vioJ:ence of the impIllse would bewortli 
anything (Ex. J:70). 

The light and the attraction, which come from God~ 

makecJ:ear His attention and love (Ex. 169...172). For this 

reason, the light and attraction can eliminatelllany causes 

.ofdeception. T.he soru, HJ:mnined and strengthened .,' by 

faith, hope'and lovefdirectsitself spontaneou.sly towards 

truth and love : theisis the wiU·of God! (Ex. 316, 330) •. 


2. The second path should beta.ken when we. are confused by 
aUernating consoJ:ations and desoJ:atiop.s. This path is 
long; but t t, also, leads to the end for which we are J:06~.,. 
iug. If .IfindmyseH' ,in such a situation, there is nq 
other ohoice. 1£1 want to try 'another way, ! must go 
back by ways already covered. I 

The. consolations and desolations will b,eJ:p.lls to 
refine Ollr eyes and hearts, jllstas Ollr eyesaq.just to 
darkness, and jllst as love is perfected through pain. 

Ollr perseverance along the way,by .day and night, . 
will helplls to forget everything else and to search and 
find Him alone. 

In addition, we 'will succeed in· II inte:£.:preting" 
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'mysteriou.s language: ,the 'language o,! love; in which these 
consolations and desolations talk to u.s of His presence 
with an unmistakable accent. 

It is a path of bitter stages, bu.t it matures the·' 
inner. man prof0 u.ndly • F9r, man is gradually becOJili'(lg' like 
the Father, who has loved the world so milch••• (John 3,16). 

3. 'If vie do not IIfee111 anything; if we simply remaint~ 
qu.il, we mu.st undertake the thi,rd ~t\1. 

We'mu.st patiently consider the con,s~qu.ences whic,h 
will resu.1t from talcingone or the other option. Ju.st'a~ 
a tree is known by its .fru.its, the patJ;l.is, knownby' the 
end to which it leads u.s,not by its comfort!\16r bardsh1~s. 

The namber of reasons which add Up for both a1ter­
nativEisis not important;rather,th{! real valus Of these 
reasons in the eyes of man (EX. 185-187) and above all in 
the eyes of God (EX. 198). ',' ~ 

P"su.slly,abstract reasoning is. not enough. w:~ mu.st 
wait for the moment when the' election is confi:r.med by 
peace and clearness. When the "tru.th" settles down ,in the 
Sdu.l, it brings repose; 'like apiec!! fitted into its 
place, and like the, re.stlesshear:t wl::tich,bas foundGpd 
(Ex. 183). 

Generally, there are' these three paths; bu.t woe'to 
the person alone in his trave1sl . 

We, need God l s help to ,follow thepat\.l. ' 

He is always with usJitis good that we shou.ld 
try-to be attentive to Him.. Tobe"with Rim" means to 
talk with Him, listen to-Rim, simply: look at Rim, go af­
ter Rim, or to be su.retbat Re,fol1owsu.s; to be satis­
fiedwith knowing that He is~ooking at u.s. The consciou.,! 
ness of His nearness and the experience of Ris pre'sence' in 
Ilsdo' not "miracu.lOu.sly II serve to :reveal Ris \vi1l. They 
will give u.s, however, the streIlt:,'""th to go on: withol1t rest 
towards meeting Him. Wbat it is a1labou.t, more than an. 
ything, is trying to be like Him. 

?' : 

It is not enollgh, however, towalk'with God. 

Ilian is the ~ge of God and tb.erefore," poor men, , 
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our brothers, so long as we 

faoe. . 


A . man canteac:h us tbroaghhi,s example, 
.. to, home. 'Wllen he Ellrrs, when he is inther;i.ght; he 
'teaches.me in a language· Lcan ~derstand. If' in addi 
I,"meet a man who istl1e ilIlage' of God in his justice, 
his, fait!it'ulness,. his good will and his constancy f . I have 
:f;'ound . a tressure{S1rach 6,14). Sucb. a manwo!}~d 'be a 
spiritual' guide for ,me. 

If' he is worthy of such S name f ,he will not try to 
pasa Pie on the way; however, neitber will he shield me 
:f'~om fatigue; he will not force me t09.uicken.my pace, he' 
will not leave me in my deception, neither will he a;bandon' 
me b~r the wayside (Lt~l,e 3,.31 ff). '.' 

1t.i8a great grace to be able to confront him 
with my alternatives,asa friend who cannQt be influenced 
by my preferences. He will make me live in wakefulness; 

.he will open my eyes when I am dreaming like a child; he 
will comfort :me 'when I lose courage; he will help, me to '. 
re,cover optimism when I am about to become b;i.tter. 

It;i.s not good forman to. be alone; and i tis also 
a precious help to find a group ofrealfrien.ds.This doe~' 
trot mean one sipgle friend,. but a group of "friends in the 

, Lord". which ,should faithfully help:me to' find the will o:t; 
God. 

This would not be a time for communal dis.cernment, 
for then the group thinks as a group~ '[{hat iti8. about is 
sQmething more aimple, ,but no less precious.. The group u.... 
nitesaround me: the group, in all its richness, helpsme 
if I am able to open I!Iyselfto'it. Each one reflects over 
me the ligh:t which he receives· from God. All of them tol 
geth~r help me-:\iodiscern my problems~ 

The group, if it is mature, helps me to recover.:m:it 
lost 'serenity, . to evaluate my reasons, . to revive love in 
me, 'to a,ccept myovm responsibilities with courage. 

, , 

It is not easy to find such a group of friends. At 
least, .' however, I should dO my best to give this kind 
of Bia to others. 

J.8­
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THE FAITH EXPERIENCE 

by Marie A. SCHIMELFENING 

The Faith Experience is a fai thand community- buil 
ding experience of the Christian Life Community movement 
in the United states;' it-was designed by Jose A. Esquivel, 
S.J. to create and deepen communities. A community iaore­
ated and deepened by the growth of the individual members. 
The real result of the Faith Experience has been a growing 
aWareness in each person of God's presence in his own'life 
and 	this ··is strengthened by the. ~itnessofo"thers. 

The Faith Experience is use9- in conjunction with 
the General Principles as a way of getting a profound 
knowledge of the operating tools of this way of life. It 
.is open....ended, unaggreSE31.ve, and a f'reeing-experienoe of 
fai th-life; . it helps each one to see the hand of' God in 
the happenings oflif'e, to recall and recognize his work­
ings and to be prayerfully aware of God, others and self. 
By making one's fa.i th explioit and sh$,ring it with others, 
faith cOIllm.l..ll?-ity is formed. 

There is little structure. to the week-end other 
than one basi.c rule = this is a process of recounting ejepe.... 
riences, not intellectualizirigaboutthem. The leader or, 
"tuner", as we refer -to the person who faoili tates, would' 
interrupt this kind of .deviation, nothing else. The tun.er 
launches the exercises but is one of' the participants, not 
a specialist. 

The mood set is apeaceful.one--eaoh exercise usu-· 
ally beginS with some· shared pra.yer, then, the grouP. sits 
in meditative silence eaoh person calling ,to milid his own 
salvation history. When one feels he_ is ready to recount 
his experiences offaithto the group, he does so. No one 
has to speak unless he wants to but seldom does anyone re­
main silent. There are a numbe.l' of questions which serve 
as a focus for the reflection on one t slife,: 
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_ What. iSJ:llY genealogy:d.escriptionof home 
family lif.e? 

- What was ~ .first experience of God? , 
- What have been the turning pOints of my faith. 

lif.e'? 
- What is my faith life today? 
.,.. Wl1atis Christ forme? 

This forms the basis fOl"the contemporary testa­
ment which is being written in the lives of each person 
every day. Unity through diversity is th.e.lesson of this 
process--to se~ howdifferenily God works' in each soul is 
the grace to be had in the gift of sharing. 

Liturgy is included at some time on all three days 
of the Faith Experience. On the second evening a reconcili 
ation liturgy is held. ::this may last two. or three hours and 
offers an opportunity for face-to-face confession.' Those 
not at confession Sing hymns, share favorite scripture pas 
sages, etc. When the liturgy ends a. reconciliation celebra . 
tion is held in whatever manner the .group·desires. ­

The final exercise of the Faith Experience is cal! 
ed the "Christ-seal/l.Each .memberof the group tells the 
othe':rshow he sees Christ in each o.f them, in. response to 
the 'Cluestion from Luke '9: 20 . "Who do you say that I am?" 
This 'Christ-seal binds thecomttIUnity. together in avery 
real way•. 

The concluding liturgyls always a highlight 01­
the week-end and it Il.sually is the creative sacramental e:s. 
pression of .the sense of community which has been liveddu 
ring the three days. . . - . 

The Faith Experience has truly been a gift to 
those so fortimateto have witnessed it. It is a gift .to 
have the opportunity to,. hear about· so many differentmani-. 
festations of God in the lives of men, leading them to dii 
verse states of life ::married, religioll.s life, single, th~ 
priesthood. Intnis setting the yotmgbenefit from the 0151 

·erand generation gaps' disappear. Theesaence of the Faith 
Experie:p.ce is such that it does not endwhe:n the' partici­
pants leave. It is only the beginning for many of a grow­
ing spiritual life. It creates a desire in. the individual­
for ever greater awareness of Christ in his life' and Clos~: 
nass to Him. 
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Jose A. Esquivel, s.j. developed the Faith.Experi­
ence while~orking with students 'in the Dominica;QRepublic. 
It has been his gift to t.he fo1'llll1tion program of Christian 
Life Conimunities in the United states. The process has 
been used, in ord~r to acquaint prospective members with 
the movement as well as to form, CLC members more deeply 
in their on-going spiritual development. 

It is somewhat like a pebble cast into a bOdyof' 
water--tnerecurrent ripples emanate far beyond theor1gi­
na.l thought or hope. ,Everywh,ere that the ,Fa1thExperience 
go~s-whether to microcosms of ChUrQh in the person of mi­
xed groups (students, religious, singli'L.persons or married 
couples),- already formed .Christian Life Communities, stu­
dents, groups of religious, or just- intere.sted persons-­
the. Christian Life Community 'movement is explained an(l pro 
mo'lied. It is an instrument ,offere4 to God, for His work. ­

The ·influence o~ the Faith Experience 113 difficult 
tokeell track of 'but in so far 1;1;19 we ba-ie 'been able tore­
cord Usl:!.istory1 theChr1stian Life Community movement in 
the United State~r has felt its impact inc.all spheres. On 
the national level, the-Board of Directors shared this ~~ 
perience together in an effort to cement the national com':" 
munity. As.many as ten looal Christian Life Communities . 
have particillated in the Faith Experience in order to grow 
more ,deeply in their own sense of' c.ommunityand to dee:P9.n 
their personal spiritu.a.l~ife.. In liovember f six Faith Ex­
perienoes were held in four parts' of the country: New Or­
leans,Chicago, New Jersey-and St. Louis. These were all 
in process at the same time and there \Vasa real 'sense of 
common. sharing in the knowledge that as many ,as eighty fe,! 
low CLOers aoro,ss the country were. partioipating in th1s 
in-depth encounter with one another and tbat the salvation 
history of the People of God was once more being ·made man­
ifestintoday'sworld.. 
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OUR OLe LI:BRARY 

WHO ARE YOU, IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA? 

by JeanClaudeDHOTEL s.j. 

(SuPlllemeritto Vie Chr~tienne, n. 155', March 
1973, 80 pages; at present available only in' 
}'rench, under title: Quiest-tulgnacedeLo 
yol8.? ,from Vie Chr4tienne; 14 rue de la Tom . 
be- Issoire , Paris XIV ; France, at5 FrancS' 
or approximately $l'per copy.). 

One never exhausts the mystery of a human being, 
says the author in this preface •. So he does not claim to 
answer in 80 pages the, question posed in the title. of this •• 
booldet. Just as the. SpirltualExercises do riot ~l,ease: 
their secret to one except gradually, over a period· of ti-} 
me, so a personal knowledge of Ignatius their author de-" 
,mands patience and familiarity. ,. 

It is precisely the close link between the Exerci.. 
ses and the life of Ignatius. that is purposely highlighted 
'iilthis work. !l~any people ~e and remake the Exercises, 
especiallY. among members of the.Chr1stianLife Communities,' 
while they know nothing, or think they know nothing, of 
the personality of t-he author--and yet, that personality 
isso·transparent in the experience he has hailded,doV!'ll to 
us. 'That experience was first lived; by hiJli at II1anresa. 'But 
each moment, each turn.ingpoint, each deeisioriin his life 
illustrates this cir that moment, turning point:, ordecis-. 
ion expressed or suggested in the Exercises. -Nothing sur-, 
prising in thl:!.t on the part of a man who was accustomed to 
repeat till. the end of his life, uI appeal toliIanresa". 

In this, booklet then, each chapter is p;resented in 
a way that makes this constant reference clear: first a 
precise event, dated" "lik~ a page -torn aut of an agenda" f 
marks this or that characteristic shift in the life of' 
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"t,ne. Pilgrim" i. then a .quotationfrom the Exercises gives 
the spiritual significance of the event; finally, the con­
tentof .the chapter furnishes a commentary,. Dot doctrilial 
but living, not like a courseinspit'ituality but like a 
vibrant and sometimes breathless aecount~ One sees in it 
Ignatius ''inake'' Ms own Exercises from the days oftha for 
tress of l?amp~ona where his life is tamed upside down and. 
reoriented in its "principle and foundationll~ all the way 
1;0 his l1ltimate offering lito obtain love" as his life en­
ded ear~ Jl1ly 31, 1556. . 

It ·was. a life completely mobilized 'for service o 

"A man at the service of Christ" is the title of the first 
part of the booklet,. whicht$kes us from the castle of LOZ 

. ola to the room of the College of Saint Barbara, at Paris, 
where Ignatius meets Francis xavier and Peter Faber. The 
second·section, "Companions at the'service of :the Church", 
might be called the life of Ignatius "told in the plural": 
a group of ,men .·who begin by forging bonds of human and 
sp1ritualfriendship to become, some years later, the So­
ciety .ofJesus, a oell ·of the Church at the service of men, 
a community whose members united themselves in order to be 
scattered "everyWhere in the world". 

A world expanding as men discover Jlew lands~ A 
world bursting with ideas and new projects. A world like 
ours, in which the e~erience of .Ignatius and hi~ Compan­
ions is still capable, it would seem, of shedding new 
l~ght on our discoveries, our ideas, our projects of toda~ 
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