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Our ,;mthafs in th‘ifs{;"iésue S “

<

~,~Jun msox,. One of the highlights of the v1s1t last summer
: < ‘of three WFCLC representatives to Asia was meet
ing the CLC groups of Malangas and in particular Jun Ebol.
The integration in these members of solid and deep spirit-
uallty with an intellz.gent and courageous social commit-

" ment was such a joy to experience that it mede the long,

’ _rocky, dusty ride by jeep necessary to get there only a
" minor difficulty.'» :

Father Maurice GIULIANI, bornm at Lyon in 1916,was teaching

French litterature when the Jesuit-
) Provinclals of France chose him to found the review of Ig-\
' natien spirituslity which he edited for 8 years. In 1959
wag added ‘the collection entitled Christus also, which he
began withhis translatlon and publication -of the Spiritusl
Journal of St. Ignatius. In 1966 the 2lst volume collected
~under the title Prayer and Action various studies of his
on I@aman sp:.ntua.llty. After ha.vmg spent 7 yeers as Re
gional Aesistant to Father Arrupe, the Jesuit General, he
. ia again at Pana. ;

l?ather Nicholas RIEMAN, born in Ohio in 1917, before com—
. ing to Rome last yesr as full-time
‘ v:.ce—assistan’c of the World CLC Federation, had been as-
- pistant to three mdult and %wo youth CLC groups in four
‘American cities, prlncipally Clevela.nd‘ Besides his. confer
ences and writing on CLC,he was involved in pastoral work
eepec:.ally the longer Sp1ritual Exercices, oecumenical act
inty and. work m.th the blacks. ‘

,Father Jacques SOMMET, born at Lyon in 1912, is a speclal—

~ 'ist in problems of social morality
a.nd of the apostolate to the working class.For twenty years
he has filled the function of the intellectusl and apostol
ic direction of his Jesuit brothers,evidencing both a large

human experience and an educat:.onal approach much apprecla
tedo .




"YOU SAY OFTEN: 'I WILL GIVE,BUT
ONLY 70 THOSE WHO DESERVE IT"
"YOUR TREES AND YOUR ORCHARDS DO
NOT SPEAK THAT WAY, NOR THE
: : . . FLOCKS IN YOUR PASTURES."
EDPITORIAL ~ - ™IHEY GIVE IN ORDER TO LIVE, FOR
~ : TO HOLD ON TO IS TO PERISH."®

Khalil Gibran

By highlighting a quotation from the Lebanese vpoet,
we . simply wish, as this new year begins, - to make us
- mutually aware of how enriching is our opening to others.
And to stir us to discover and to recognize in each cul-
fure and in ite various expressmns, men's way of saying
" who he is and what are his yearnings. And, ‘as we are
touched and moved, to admire the -immense human values con-
tained in each culture, It is in this cultural pluraliam,
with its source in the earmest search for self-identity,
that one comes to perceive how all parts of the human fam-
“ily have something both unique and complementary to con-
. tribute in the building of a better world. ‘

It is this recogm.tlon of the specific contmbutlons_
of each country, each culture, each man, which is at the .
base of human brotherhood. Its roots go very deep, even to
the place where & purified conscience sees in each man a
brother. Which is to say too that the failure to express
thamselves.of men deprived of responsibility or ground down
by msery ought to aslert us and prod us to actlon.

" Let us face the fact that it is seldom a very natur-
al thing to leave behing our a8 prioris, our already-formed
- opinions in oirder to go out to meet the other, whether
individual or group, with the.t attitude of welcome and of
‘respect that is due each one. But let us add at once that .
it is this we desire in our deepest heart, and that there
is no greater joy than-that of a tme com:.ng together and
of fruitful dxalcgue. )

- x o :

Does not our world Comunzty of Chnatzan Life repre-v
sent for us an extraordinary opportumty .o forge and to
live out in a-concrete way the sense of international 501~
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'ffidarity‘? The mulnple commmcations between the some "
_“forty member-countries, -are they not .a symbol of this?
-To enter into communication by a letter, by an article as:
" 8 'kind of go-between, by the interest we’ ‘feel in the news
coming from different countries, by a personal encounter,
by participation in a session or an assembly, by our re-
sponse ‘to an appeal that is launched, etc...., may that
not be the path to .a discovery and to. a mutual apprecia-
“tion? May we'not see, in the achieved unity of a project
and in the awareness of our legitimete and. fruitful differ
ences the building up of a cell of the Body which is called.
the Church? In our concern to be faithful to the dynaamic of
the Exercises,should therenot be this desire to be-what-we
=gre in order truly to dislogue with those around us? Yes,
 surely, there is in the exchanges and the mutual help prac
“ticed in our Community = formation, an apprenticeship to

openness and to the selfless service of ‘our brothers.

It is in this service that PROGRESSIO ought to and
desires to cellaborate. It wishes to be a place where memw

" bers of Afrxca, - the Americas, Asis, Europe 2nd Oceania
cen meet, come to know each other, exchange. To reflect
. their umty at the same time that it explores more deeply
‘our common epeeLfic path and apostolic orientation, To
bighlight, finally, their diversity and so to help us all.
to a.pprec:.ate 80 many values that, alas, we too often ige
nore. . , : «

‘An ambit;eus project, no d‘oubi,, but which neverthe~
_less is elready in the process of realization, thanks to
the unfailing collaborat:.on—-the editor of the review cam
attest to this—of so many friends knowm or unkmown. With
{his issue PROGRESSIO, . in token of its esteém for all its
readers, appears with an improved format and readability.

~ "It:wishes at the same time to express. its gratitude to

- 211 those, and they are many, who write for it and who-
voice their encouragement. Its presentation, one can no-
tzce, remains simple, in-line wztb the means end the style
that is ours. » :

-~ On the rosd whick we take together at the start of
~this new year, let us challenge each other and proclaix 301
ously , from one end of the world to the other as HNew |
Year's greet:.ngs, "keep love and justice, and hope in your :
God mlwsys". : '
José CGsell |
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| VHERE ARE WE ?
To aid ‘us in our evaluation .
of the year just passed.

‘ The questions below are to help us evaluate the ryelari
of 1972 just passed.They will be most effective if members

first use them for personal prayer over several days, and .

then in a meeting share the insights arrived at .in each
one’s prayer with each other ima kindof "listening group”.

Thus the evaluation will be both of the individual and 6f .

the Community. One hint:  before beginning this- community
- revision of life, a few minutes of silent, prayerful TE-
flection is most helpful,for a CLC evaluation is not simply
a business checkup, but a spiritual discernment of how one
stands before God. The three parts of the evaluation are a
unity, together comprising the CLC vocation, . the CLC way
of life. _— S E

Personal leVlng of Our Vocation.

-—-Have I understood CLC as involving (eventuall;r) ‘8 pere
- manent commitment that includes: o
--an entire gift of self to God?

--a decision to live 1life the CLC way?

- =——in and through life in this Community? .

~-Has God been for me Alpha and Omega (A and z2)y ﬁhe cen-
ter of everything? o

-~How strong was my faith comn.tment to Christ? 'ToVWhat
degree was Jesus for me Way, Truth and Life? D

- ==Has the Church been for me truly "the Body of Chms‘c""

Did I love her, striving to make her ever more truly a

‘gign of God's 1ove for men by my personal vu.tness and

‘activity?  Was I mtelllgently but smcerely docile to

those members of the People of God gl.fted by Christ with

~authority? . :

--Wa.s the Eucharmt the center of my Christian life” Did I
participate in it fully, daily if at all possible?, ’
-=-Have 1 made use of the sacrament of Penance with' the fre
‘quency and in the manner that would best aid my contlnun.ng

comversion?

~-Personal prayer, espec:.ally that based on Scripture-—was
this a regular partofmy daily life? Of sufficient length
‘and depth? ~ Truly relevant to my ordmary hving? : '
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}-—Have I been advanc1ng in dlacernment by an evaluatlon;
‘each evening of the day just passed?” ‘

. ==Did’ I seek the spiritual guidance-—personal when possi=

- Dble, but also as received in a group--that I needed?-

--Hag Hary, Mother of God, been for me the model of the
fully developed, truly liberated human person? How have‘
- I prayed to her and tried to imitate her9 ' o

f—-Did I practice & certaln s:mpllclty of 1iv1ng as part ofj "

" my following of the poor Christ? How well did my material
resources contribute to building God's kingdom? N

~=ly bhuman and professional skills, how well were these‘
developed and used so -as to make more. effective my Chrls

~ tian witness?.

--How often and how well didﬁ[participate in CLG,meetings?,

_ How well did I prepare for them? ,

--Was my life last year one life, with its human and Chrig
tian elements truly 1ntegrated°

-=-Did I renew the experience of the Splrltual Exerclses in
sufficient length and depth to make thelrsplrltualey a
dynamic force in my daily 11fe°

fOur Vocatlon' communlty Llfe and Dlscernment"

wQur ClC--was 1t durlng the year just finished more truly

.. a community than an organlzatlon° Was there in its meet-
ings a deep sharing among members of their life of faith
and prayer, &s also of their human life and. experiences?

,Was this done in such a way as. to involve true dlscern—
ment? : '
~=To what extent and in what way was there a sharlng among

' Community members of their material resources? Of pers-
onal end professional skills? In whlch of their needs
did members help each other?

--Was our Community concerned to make known the CLC voca~
tion and to afford to interested persons the best condi-
tions for initiation and growthQ‘Boeé the atmosphere and
style of our Communlty present an attractlve image to
youth?

—-What- erlterla are used for permanent commltment ‘in our
Community? Is there a carefully planned program to pre-

. pare members for,1t° Are the Spiritual Exercises a key
“part of it? Is the program through? Well-balanced° In~
-volve real participation by those who receive it? :

6 -




-The meetlnga, declslons, publlcatlona of our commnnity-"
~ did they represent a team effort, reflecting the fact

that CIC is a lay orga.m.zat:.on, with lay ‘reaponsibuity

predominant?

-=Hag our Group partlclpated fully 1n our nstional CLC life
(publications, meetings, sharing) ?

--How did our Communxty reflect its partlclpat:.on :Ln “the
world Christian Life Communzty of which it is part? Use

" of PROGRESSIO? Taking part in CLC gatherings, and sharing
with CLC of other countries through letters, v151ts, ‘ex=
change of ideas and materigl resources?

Our Vocation: Apostolic Service and Commitméntfco ‘Justica:

" ——Were our members kept acquainted with the guidelines and

documents set forth by the Church, whether on the world

level or locally?

- =How did we as = Commum.ty grow in our grasp of the nat-
-ional and local situation (soclal, political, econom.c,'

- spiritual) and needs?

--Hag our- group used commumty d:.scernment to plnpoin's the
apostolic priorities for our group (as individuals and
as 8 Gommum.ty)" How e:t‘fectlvely?

—Has our Commum.ty or its members in their act:.on aimed
especially at eliminating the causes of social. i11s?
.--How have we furthered a greater political awareness and
involvement of individual members of our Community?
 --Is the world dimemsion of the problem of. justice and
~ human llberatlon sufﬁclently taken account of by our
Community? .
-~~Apart from the area of liberation and development, Are
’chere other pressing apostolic needs in our areas? If
so, is our Communlty strlvzng to’ respond to them?
'Bev;g_zt.én done, how well have I--how well has our Communltz .
——lived out the CLC vocation that is ours? How will I-—how
will we--live it out better? - EEERTEE s
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i "GQNTEEPI«AIION ?OR I:OVE" of‘ the World in the Church

by Jacques Sommet Se je

- The "contemplatmn o gain love" whlch closes the
-;ournay of the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignativs, begins
with a double remark: "It will be good, first of all (says
the text) to call attentlon to two points: v

Flrst~ that love ought to manifest itself in deeds
rather than in worda. »

- Second: that love cons:.sts in a mutual sharlng.

In the context of DEVELOPMENT there can . be questi‘on
'only of MAKING the love of God LIVE in the world. “In the
context of the GOSPEL, there can be question only of wel-
coming the Church in its growth, its unity and its diver- .
gity in the worlid. MARKE LIVE and it is God in the world.
',WELCOME or INTRODUCE and it 13 God in. the Church in the -
world, L :

: >I - LOVE MS TO RECEIVE THE CHURCH, ONE AND YET MULTI
FORM SINCE ITS FOUNDATIOR, and to return, each day, to its
: onglns, its source in- Seripture. ' -

To love one must live in :.tx.. Otherwise one leaves
bits of oneself along the road, one does not love with ev-
‘erything that ome is. But t6 love there must also be  di-
versity, a diversity that transforms the differences into
& richness, into a loving communication. Now the New Tes-

1 ”‘_tamexit, come a.hve for a modern person given to the Spir-
~itual Exercises as a result of the meditation that ‘he

‘makes on 11; ‘reveals to us the wonderful variety in the
unique méssage,of God's love in the newborn Church, ‘80
young and yet already with such variety in it.

Let us review it together: God has willed to speak to
- us from the start by texis that are different, coming from
" different gospel writers, and from communities that are
neighboring but distinct, to suggest to us the rich unity
of the MAN GOD. ) - -

“8-‘




. There is first of all THE CHURCH OF PETER, conveyed
by the Gospel of Mark (ome could begin with another). "The
Church of Peter is the Church of un1ty by means of a cér-
tain organization of it, a certain obedience. "You are Pe-
ter and on this rock I will build my Church.™ But let us
not view this as a juridical "structure" with'a certain
power; but much more as the Church whose. organic unity is
the path by which comes and is found the Spirit. At Pente-
-cost, in Chapter II of Acts, Peter certainly presides for
‘8. moment, but to speak of and to give freedom to' the Spir-
it. "He insures the unity of the community for its dynamic
thrust toward the exterior. And this role of openness by
means of a certain hierarchy is so clear that Peter, in
dohn 21, . recognizes himself as inferior to St. John, and
in the Acts he brings about the recognition of Paul, this
apostle come from among the pagans... Church of the rock
in order to support love. ' ol

, And it is the CHURCH .OF JOHN by his Gospel and his
Epistles and the Apocalypse. John and his community. But
first of all John -in the Gospel, - the John of those fresh
and bright scenes of the call of Christ, where always the
call is more an affair of love than a command: "Come and
see...". The John of the profound ecclesial meditations
in. the boundless perspective of the Trinity's love and in
the realism of Christ's imminent death: the discourse
after the Last Supper. And thig same John, -mystic of the
Spirit of Peace, is the same John who is mystic &t the
heart of the combat in the Apocalypse. . And also he is the
apostle of practical love in the tender accents of his un-
forgettable letters. There the Church is revealed to us as
"the presence of the triune God, :wherever a man begins to
- love unselfishly and by humble acts of - service. Here we
are beyond conditions, though these are not scorned. The
. Church and God are Love. received... But love received is
not living unless it- g:.ves itself. A.nd then, the Church of
St. Paul. . «

ST PACL = and the Churches. For here 11: is in the plural
that we must speak “of . the churches. - Not to oppose them
but to recall the many foundations, even as far as Rome
and .Spain. .Here the faith has become & contagion,  a word
‘spread abroad, to the farthest places. But it is also a
Faith of conversion~-and what conversion! This conversion

- g




"ﬂfell ,1f cne may 80 put ity on a man- of actlon, a man al-
- 'ready en route,v but it made him change the direction of

" the route. &nd - it is at the same time a repentance, and so

a8 commitment . w1thout 11m1t to announce Him whom -he had !

. persecuted. But in this action nothzng of the adventurer

who would oppose himself to ihe disciplines of the commun=
ity: in case.of difficulty, Paul confers with Peter; he
- does not go beyond this explanatzon, this solidarity. When
there was need for food at Jerusalem,. he at once made ap-
',peal to all the members of the new catholicity. And final~-
ly this man always active and busy with projects ‘has the
tenderest of hearts, he is most concerned about the ‘lowly:
~w1tness his letter“m:Phllemon, overflowing with affection.
Such,.Ls Paul and the Church which is a-building in small
cells as far as the limits of the known world,, but around
Jerusalem and around Peter, in a dlalogue and ‘a help w1th—,
out 09331ng.» ,

_ ST, JAMES snd JERUSALEM. And now snother face of the
same Church: that of faithfulness on the home ground. Je-
rusalmn is the walls between which the Christ passed. It
is. the Jewish structure at the point where it received the
~ message - of the Son of God. It is there that was achie ved
- the first merging of ‘the past and the future.There is then
- a concern for the’ purlty of its origins. At the head, this
) James with the stern word, recalllng that an action ought
to follow every. word, that this great Greek world where
the Good News is being spread is also a world of the sgo-
phisticatéd and facile word, end that the first duty is to
speak the truth. But this sternness is not a rigidity, a
closed outlook. As proof, it is. St. James who intervenes
- to soften the requlrements to be demanded of pagans who
~ come to the Chrlstlan llght (Acts 15: 19)

_ Such. is the Church in the world, varied even in its
beglnnzngs, but always ONE -in Him whoseArichness,it re-
" vealed. The Church of Peter, the first at theé resurrec-
tion to race toward .the tomb. The Church of Jehn, the
. first to see through‘m?re deeply,  to recognize the traces
of the- Rlsen One. Thus one aiding the other, each one dif-
ferent, they are the sign.of +the paths the Church offers
ug through the ages. - 4 Gathollclty which is a discovery,
a communication in the harmony of the different melodies
of the Splrlt in a humanlty transformed by love. That is

20 -
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»what the "contemplatlon to gs.;m love" reveals to us, - :.f we
search out by what means this Love penetrates the eéarth,

.~ through believers and unbelievers, -offering to each one. a
" path to discover. the future which is being shaped. through,

crxses, the future of God in the world by the Church.-

“

IT - And Hence OUR PRESENT TASK n’;’ the Contemplation to
Gain Love. o i o RN

That is what is meant, for a follower of St.Ignatius,
by active love received from God, It mesns to bring Chris-
tians to share with each other, starting with the gifts
that they possess, the spiritual gifts of their national
and social communities ... Then, going on to share the
gifts of each sector of the modern world: the youth of
- Agia and of its Chnatlan members, the realism of the sons
. of North America, the thrust féor change in Latin: Amer:.ca, )
~the profound intuitions of Africa, the maturity of old Eur'
ope. ZEach person, each group, each Christian Life Gommun-
ity, must start from what it is, to receive the gifts of
the other, of the others, even the most distent.

And love, ' a love st once given and receivea, - means
still more. It means to hear and listen to all men of good
will in every human grouping, whether these be the neo-pa- -
gans of +the secularized world of today or those who use
Christian words for more restricted ends. ... An immense .
throng, hesitant before a diffieult and 1mpend1ng future,
before revolution or reform.People have never so earnestly
searched for hope in a storm. Then we must hear. their
eries, welcome them, engage with them 1n‘a‘d1alogue of
truth. Yesterday Paul and Peter and James welcomed the .
pagens; today,what welcome are we capable of giving them ?
Not the demagogic welcome which says yes to everything
end so presents only a ridiculous Christianity, a sort of
least common denominator. .We de not need that kind of
catholicity; it would be only that of the lie and of lukew
warm water. Men would vomit that out. Rather it is a ques-
tion - of -our recéiving the love of God, as it comes to us’
through all. And that supposes a. search together for the
truth. The truth of situations: where is true justice?
_ What are we doing for it? When is there need for frank-
. ness, difficult when dealing -with adversaries but even

-1
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‘more when dealing with —othér followers of tke Gospel ¥
 The Kingdom of God, the effective Love of God for us, is
" there and nowhere else: at the meeting point, at the voint

~-wheTre men the most diverse, those who believe more and -
, those who believe the least, dialogue in their search for
. Xhe Light, in their attempt to discerm it.- ~

And I think of that youth, so far from all that makes
up my life, who declared: "I am an atheist and none of
your affairs interest me". That was his first statement.
But 2t the end what bhe said was: "Isn’t there somewhere,

" with or without the name of God, a chance for men to live
standing up, to pass beyond the gadgets, to find the Abso-
lute...?". The Love of God was speaking in that young man.

. He speaks, let us not doubt it; but it is up to us to list
eén to Him, eand that He. will manifest Himself a 1little
more; that finally one ™"obtains" . this Love, as says St.
Ignatius. Such is the path that the Gospel leads us on.:

- In the Gospel are the Exercises of St. Ignatius. -And in

~and through the Exercises, DEVELOPMENT, the real develop-
meént, the symphony of the nations, not the sum of their
dollars. ' ‘ . ' S S




3ISCLRNING THE SPIRITS

hy Maurzce GIULIANI, s.;.

<

"The Splrlt of God lives in yOu.” How can ‘we . help but
be overwhelmed by these words of Saint Paul,  if we really
yield ourselves to their infinite mystery? And yet, they
only express the simplest reality of the Christian faith.
By the Spirit we have become sons of God,by Him we triumph
over sin, by Him'we live in the power of the resurreetlonv\

" that transforms us day by day. '

There is no need “to expérience this Spirit, who s
the life of our life, of complicated introspections, of ar
restlng the dynamism that constitutes our human ex:atence,
of tending toward an ideal that recedes to beyond the pos-
aible. No. The Spirit lives in us as a life of s different

sort than that of our body, our mind, our heari: for us
- who grow in the faith, He is the very gense of our entire
humen existence, He is the link that unltes all the for-
ces of our personality, He is in us the gift of God that
orients our freedom toward a response of total love %o Him-
‘who has taken us for himself and wishes us to open snd ex-
‘ pand in Him. To be aware of this, it is enough to perceive
Codincits full meanxng the - gresent moment that we live. To
'recognize it as the place, . or the time, or the’ ‘means {all
‘this is only an image) of the presence of the prrlt of~‘
God in and through our very being. .

~ "At every 1nstant our destxnyniswmven cf many threadss
" the health of our body, . the dynamisms and the obscurities
of our psychic nature,the demands of our family and social
surroundings, professionsl responsibilities, commitments
t0 be zept, etc. . All of that forms a perpetually moving
line, or rather the point of equilibrium that gathers to-
gether all these forces and expresses our fidelxty to God
in the’ present momenz of hls grace. ‘




' It is in fact an equz\.librlum, a balance, that is in-
v»volved. ‘But this equllxbrlum is the meeting of a thousand
: decis:.ons that have repercuasmns one on the other. By
' prayer may be lengthened or shortened, or its form may
‘change, . according as my health or my social reepcnslb:.l-
ities permt or suggeat. My a=apostolic action 'in ° the
Church is to expand or be restricted according as this
" will help or affect my family life. A decision needed in
a certain sector of my life has no chance. of being the
right one except when the sp1r1tual conditions are present
‘which will let me take it in peace of soul, One could mul-
tiply the examples: God calls me at each instant, but by
means of the multiple, fragmentary and sometimes contra-
dictory situations where I am placed that is, where His
grace places me. How am I to glve Him = response which is
- not the adhesion to an abstract formula nor the applica-
tion of yesterday'’s resolution already out-of-date in- the
-, situation of today, but the. offering of a life and a love?

‘What haa been said shows tha conduct to be followed:
discover the will of God for me by judging the spiritual
raqullibrium that it preserves in my life as a whole. .~ This

~ ~means to judge the correctness of a decigion, even a small

~ one, by its relah.on to the ensemble of my activ:.nes and
- the demands which I must satisfy. It means to refuse every
excess, even if obaectlvely generous, that would cause ten
' gion or mterior hardening. It means %o favor whatever in-
‘ereases in me the taste for the evangellcal virtues, by
the gift of myself and the- preference given to the paths
of - poverty and humility chosen by Christ. On. condition,
that is, of respect).ng the right degree, judgzng the rep-
ercussions that the approach or the decision taken will
have on my psychologn.cal forces, ~on the persons with whom
I am linked in one way or other, and on the sum of that
- equilibrium that malntamns ny entlre ‘life in its peace and
- ‘in lts truth. ’ ~ . ,

Even more, as I become aware of all these 1ntenor‘
: ﬂforces linked together, I come to realize that the present’
is itself rich with the  long hlatory by which ‘God has led
- me. . A1) the data of the present mtuatlon expialn them- -
selves by what God has already asx:ed of me: by the mani-
festations of his grace at privileged moments,"whose sense
as I now remember them is clearer in the event of ‘today
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than it was when I, with an awareness gtill obscure, first
lived them. "God was in this place and I did not know it."

One discovers then that this divine _pedagogy is always the
‘same because God is faithful to his love. It is a call re-

" peated to certain  demands of prayer, an opening to the

needs of the Church, a mastery of certain impulses ‘in a
quiet way that allows one to purify without breaking. How

many times the present event casts light at the same time |
that it reveals the long road which has prepared lt by ré=-
ewed touches of grace.

Perhaps enough has been said to convey the essentials..
"Po discern” the will of ‘God, “that is, .to recognize con=-
cretely where his Spirit is leading us at each moment of
our history,  means first of all to develop in ourselves a
refined spiritual sensitlvny which makes us perce:.ve the
‘divine here-and-now in and ¢ hrough the mult:.ple forcea of
the here-and-now of our human existence. ..Such forces, for
éxample, as the sense of and the taste for God, attentive- -
ness to His action, the welcome given to all those "mo-
tions” of grace at the core of a spiritual life formed by
many necessary acts of fldel:.ty,f the accepta.nce of the
lines that God traces in our life by the repeated inter-
vent:.ons of His love for .us.

; I said that this perceptlon of God through the effects
of His grace in us is the essential. But our entire ‘exper-
ience proves atrongly that this perception is obscure,
sometimes even hidden in darkness. . Obscurity in all the
advances, -since one step taken leads to another still a-
head. But also an obscurity bvorn of our very freedom,
‘whieh has the strangze power to refuse the grace of God,
end, in doing so, to disturb the judgment by which we be-
gin to understand where this grace is leading us. God
calls, but. then our egoism persuades us that prayer is fa- .
" tiguing, or that it is impossible in the midst of our ac-
tivities; * that the peace of our home does not lend itself
to so many commiiments to the service of others; or, on
the contrary, that these commitments must at all costs be
developed-—and they do in fact develop, -without our. be:mg
aware that we are guxdmg our home toward its spiritual
ruin. There toc, how many examples could be given!
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- In fact one ‘can h:.nder the ac’uon of God in us by con
cealing it through coward:.ce, by - welcomng 1“}; but with -

a generos:.ty 80 ‘excessive as to make it :Lneffectlve, by

- not paying attention- to the dlfference between what it is’
"in us and the way in which we interpret it in the llght of
our psychological and cultural habits. These are so many
occasions to "discern the spirits”, that is, to discover
- what comes from God and what is opposed or ‘tarnishes this
by the limits or -the refusals of our freedom--wh:.ch we
call evil or the Evil One. -

I have alread:,r pointed out some of the criteria that
'vhelp us to make this discernment. They are perhaps summed
up in a few simple propositions, starting from which each

' ‘one can judge by his own experience and make application,

ftak:.ng into account the varlety of mtuat:.ons, gince it
is always & question of the most personal history of all, _
that of our love relationship with God. The’ Sp:.r:n; of God
acts in us always in‘'a way calculated to "build", to "de-
velop" our gpiritual being in its unity and its dyn’a‘mism,

'~ while the spirit of evil is in us a source of division and

of disequilibrium, on the splr:.tual level but also gener-
"&lly on the psychological level too. The Spirit of God
tasts light on, -and brings to .conscicus awaereness, all -
those secret energies that explain our conduct end moti-
vate our decisions, while thé evil spirit tends to obscu:ce
them and to make us more and more impenetrable 10 ourw
selves, The Spirit of God sets free in us the desire to
work for the Kingdom 1naugurated by Christ and to’ give our-
selves to the work of ‘the Church, while the spirit of evil
closes us in on ourselves and makes us more and more in-
sensible to what is not part of the tzght circle of our .
preoecupat:.ons and our affectmns. ,

The ultlmate reason for this oppos:.tlon" Ii; is as
“clear as day. On the one side, God who makes live, because -
He is the Living One. On the other, Evil who kills be-

o ‘cause he is Death, "a murderer from the beginning”, accor=-

-d:mg to the expressmn of the Lord d esus reported by St.
John. '

" The "discernment of spirits” then is not effected by'
a aort of "stroke" by means of whxch we try, at a g:.ven
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moment, to know whether such an interior movement, such a -
call félt, such a generous desire, comes from God or a-
rises, on the contrary, apart from Him or against Him.
Rather it operates in our living history, mterpreted in
faith as the ‘history of the permanent signs that God ad-
dresses to us in the secret of our conscience and in the
series of events that touches us. The criteria that allow
~ one to  “"discern" ‘are precisely those that allow us to
‘judge our spiritual life, in its development, in its in-
hlbxtlons, ~in its stagnatlon, in its dynamism. It is not
possible to remove at a stroke and for good all ambiguity,
because discernment deals with signs whose interpretation
is linked to the intensity of our faith, to the interior
freedom scquired by conversion and which opens into clar=-
ity and iato & gift of self. "Happy are the pure of heart,
for they shall see God"” working in their life and inces-
“santly calling them to pronounce the "yes" that commits
them more and more to his service. But it is always possi- :
ble to find the hymble certitude of being faithful r:.ght
now to what God asks, each time that it is questa.on of re-
moving a doubt, of solving a complex problem, of. ehoos:.ng
among the paths offered for our interior _journey.  To the
degree that our spiritual experience is enriched and puri-
- fied,we recognize more signs of the presence of God in us,
-we compare them more eagily with each other, coming gra.du-
ally to see, from one sign to another, the marvelous face
of Him who loves us--though never revealed completely. To
"discern the spirits", in a word, is to bring a judgment
which, by- one and the same look, banishes and dissolves.
2ll that is marked by the perversity of death and of noth-
ingness, and on the other hand to recognize lovingly all
the traces that God leaves in the- soul of those who seek -
only Hz.m. '




|OUR YOUZH GROUPS IN CLC

by Nicholas RIEMAN sj -

_‘Renewal in the Christian Life Communities has' had
thig happy result: CLC in most countries is by now largely
made up of adults.  The question is therefore sometimes
posed: what is the status and role of youth groups in CLC?
Our - GENERAL PRINCIPLES and the experience of the best
-groups everywhere make clear that the answer must be a
double one: Yoéuth groups in CLC are preparatory, but they
'are important.

- Even a glance through the GPs leaves a strong impres-
sion- that what is here presented is something gquite seri-
ous. The three words most used to convey -the meaning of
CLC are "way of life"™, "vyocation”, "comm1tment" "VWay -of
life™ gays two things. The first is that CLC must touch
and inform all areas of one's life - "spiritual, apostolic
and human®. The second is that this is expected to be done
in a settled, ‘habitual, enduring manner.- reference such
words in the - text as "continously", "constantly", "always",
. "annual". Both elements require time and maturity to devel
‘ops "Vocation" implies much the same thing, but from a dif
ferent viewpoint:  a call from God to a settled and defin-
itive way of living that will touch not part but -all of
one's existence.

And ”comutment"mthe term used in key phrases of the
‘@Ps is "permanent comm.tment"--stresses again that full -
- membership in CLC involves a deliberate, definitive, life-
long choice of this vocation, this way of life. This is
 made completely clear when the PRINCIPLES state that "af-
ter permanent commitment all remain members of the group”
(15) eand that "permanent commitment is made only after a
- suitable period of time when the candidate has given proof -
- of satisfaction” (10). Quite clearly CILC is considered o
be a permanent commitment to a total way of life, a life--
. time vocation to be definitively accepted and cliosen on-
ly by a mature person. .

: 18"..
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In the. concrete, what does thm mean" Whlle matumty,
not age should be the criterion for full membership, some

-guidelines can be given. Obviously CLC groups of secondary

school age ~ (roughly, 15-17 years) do not as yet have such

~maturity. Spiritually as in every other way they are still

dlscoverlng, exploring, searching, trying things out. Some
will be ready for commitment on a temporary, provxslonal
basis, but not yet ‘for life. ‘

What of youth a little older--say, aged 18-217? Some -
of these, especially if they already have a job, will be
much closer to maturity.. If they are university students,
however, they are psychologically still in a period of
transition, etill working out their basie values and choi-
ces, mnot quite ready as yet to make life-options. Young
men and women are seldom prepared to make & permanent dé-

‘cision as to their CLC vocation till at least a yearior

two after they have begun their trade or pmfeeslon, more
often; they are not ready to do s0 till a year or two af—

‘ter marriage.

Youth CLCs then are essentially preparatory groups.

Sometimes, especially for secondary school groups, this is
indicated by a special name such as YCLC {Young Christian

Life Communities). . It is shown too by the fact that many

such groups use a very modified version of the GENERAL

" PRINCIPLES (or even a wholly different one, though with -

the same spirit and general thrust). Such w:.de freedom is

gquite legltmate in & preparatory groups.

At the same time, however, our youth groups are truly

‘part of our CLC movement, as is shown in all sorts of
ways. In many countries, they form par‘b of the local or.

national federations. They participate, on dlffe_rent bases
and according to different formulas, in most national cone
ventions. PROGRESSIO periodically publishes articles or
news about them. The Executive Council of the World Fede-

‘ration has decided to invite regularly two youth members

(usually university students) to its meetings. And for the
coming General Assembly, the national federations have
been asked to make special efforts to assure that youth
representatlves be 1nc1uded a.mong ‘their delegates wherever
posgible.




The preaence of youth CLCs in our movement is mpor—
tant for several Teasons, Pirst of  all they constitute a
solid hope for. the CLCs of tomorrow. Doubtless not all
-~ members of youth CLCs vull continue on in this way of
‘llf,e, in fact, probably only a few of them will. But it is
- -undenisble ‘that those who do persevere will generally fur-
»nish contributions .of special value by reason of their -
knowledge, the depth of their commitment and the generos-
1ty of their gift of self.

Qur young CLC gmups are also very precious because
‘they are good "*indicators" of the new—-world-a-bommg. Is
-there any need@ to enmphasize how necessary it is for all
menibérs ‘of the Communities to be open to the "signs of the
“times"? And one of the most effective ways to do so is

certalnly by a close and intimate collaboration with the

youth of today. For this will bring us a clearer under-
standing of the modern world, decisions better baseéd, a
formulation ‘and a style of life in our CLCs that will be
more up-to-date. Who would deny the importance of havmg
youth groups within CLC?

A thlrd regson—-—and we limit ourselves to thls O Qo

‘stems from the observation made in many countries that
“youth groups constitute for the. Communities: of adults an
apostolic priority, recognized and assumed as a community
by & serious discernment. Born of a concern that- youth

may find the answers to its questions, prepare itself for

‘its adult optlons and truly advance in-freedom, they col-
laborate in true fraternal dialogue with youth through a.
‘presence at once discrete but effective, Their only aim is
. that the generosa.ty of the youth of today will bloom and
- ‘grow, structured by a personal love of Chrlst and & come
'm‘it’me‘nt to the service of men. Is there any finer task
‘than to stretch out one's hand 80 as to build together the
world of 1:(>morrow9 o
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Wo publish here &n excerpt of a letter
- received from a CLC leader in the.
southern Philippines whom we met in the
~ course of our recent trip there.. His
‘witness needs no .comment. We -publish
it,  desirous that, as a3 community, we
.share with each other our Joys and our
‘sorrows. (Edrl;or's note)

"(...) My da.ys are really full of work, sorrow and heart-
‘breaks. Prom Monday to Friday I'm in school tesching Eco-
nomics and Spanish. Priday afternoon to Sunday aftsrnoon

I'm at the barrios with at least three or more CLC mem-
bers. We give seminars every weekend, and we really live -

the grassroots life. Often we have to hike for two 'hours

~or more to reach the barrios. . We have no land transporia~
tion here in Wargosatubig., Sometimes we have to crdss
- flooded rivers and brooks amidst strong.winds and rdins..
" Last week, after the seminar, we went home all wet through
a very strong wind and rain, -crossing flooded rivers sand
~.climbing slippery hills. Yet we were still full of joy.
My companions said, "This is Christification and "cruci-
. fixion". When we reached home in the evening I found my-
self with a heavy cold and fever, but still in class the
followmg day. Stxll O.K. mth the help of Christ.

.kw w:.fe is also & memher of CLC. She is charged with the

supervision of the Parish. Catecheneel Center here in Mare
gosatubig. She not only trains catechists in the Center,
but she 2lso goes to the barrios mth her owm team 10 cone
duct barrio catechetical seminars. Sometimes she has to
‘conduct formation seminars in the Center for barrio lead- -
ers. At times when my group is in one of the barrios, her

group is also meeting in another barric., Sometimes we
don't see each other for three deys and three mghta. Yot
‘We just laugh it off. It’s still 0.K. - S

: ,Despite the threatenmg peace-and-order aimtion, ‘we
- still mansge to mske it with our faith as the only sword.
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. Our sckiool is sufferlng from hardsth. ' We' have few stud-
"ents, and very few paying their tuition. Sometimes.our
‘Parish does not have a single centavo. (penny) so- that my
wife and I have to eat bagoong (salted fish fries). We

" just face each other laughing. We have adopted the Paolo

Freire "Pedagogy of the Oppressed" ' and we make it our
life, our approach to the Gospel. So there's no reason to
-complain. We really don't want to be inconsistent, preach-
ing without living what we preach. Our work is gaining mo=-
- mentum as we find the people in the ‘barrios accepting us.
In the task of liberation and development, we find our-
- selves threatened, despised and laughed at. Really, I have
been broken much. But still the light of hope is with us.
We are stomng the landlords with land reform laws and
tenancy acts. We have had many enemies, but we have gained
:fr:.ends, true fnends, the oppressad ones.

Sometimes we are very disgusted when we fimi our"neighbors
moving out without telling us, because ‘of the threats ari-
sing from the strife between the armed bands of the Ilagas
"and the Barracudas. ‘They flee without telling wus. This
happens because they are sngry at us as a result of our -
stand against injustice. But no matter, it's still 0.K.

' We always make it a point that our commitment will not
weaken, and we hope you will include us in your daily
-prayer so that our service will be. always ‘greater for the
- cause of the CLC. —
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THE WORLD COMMUNITY
AFRICA ' : » :
Eenya: 4 project for a seminar in 1973 is being stud-
ied. It would be prepared by a committee including the
presidents and secretaries of different groups. -

Panzania: There ars CLC groups in many parishes of the
Diocese of Moshi. The General Principles have just been
translated into Swahili by Father Dora;ra;, the nation-
al CLC aasmstant.

LATIR AHEEICA

Bollv1a= A 1etter from the, group ‘at Cochabamba tells

us they hold their weekly gatherings on Saturday,' with
two main parts to them: biblical prayer, and & sharing
with each other of what each is doing in the religious
and -social sphere. The youth meet a% the CLC cultural
center, and these sessions include conferences,’ diseus-
gions and the ed:.tmg of .a paper on 1nterest:.ng sub-
Jects,

Uruguay: Two young CLC groups '(univeraity and‘high
school) are progressing well, building on the Spiritual

" Bxercises. They hope to see Uruguay represented for the

in

first time at the World General Council of &ugsburg

next year.

n’ NORTH AMERTCA

' U.S.A. : CLC activity is increasing in the California

area, now that Father David Fitch is full-time region-
al agsistant. Latest of several institutes was one for
high school assistants at Los Gatos... "Contact Week-

‘ends"-—a group dynamics process using . such . elements as

- ghared orayer, -drama, discussion and liturgy--are .prov-
. ing to be a good stepplng- tone toward a deeper CLC com
. mitment .

ASIA ; . :
India: The Executive Council of the Diocesan Federa -

‘tionm of Caleutta has just made together, for the first

time, 5 days of the Spiritual Exercises, from October

- 23
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’13th m the evemng to the lgth in the morning

' Indonesia: A mmecgranhed bulletin of 10 pages was

sent to local CLC units from the National Secretariat
%0 further the contacis mmde during the vieit last sum-

: ner, of ?{orld Execut;ve; Council members.

Japan: i‘ckyo‘announces the arranging of two ' Exercises:
rretreats, one a closed retreat of 8 full days the other
" an open one extending over 3 weeks. :

o EUROPE -

England: The next national meetlng will take place Dec .
enver 27-31, using the theme *Liberation and Develep—‘~
ment”. It is open to CLL members from other Englishe
speaking countnes, and thxs year will be in the atyle
of a community discernment.

E‘rance. The wark of the last meetxng ‘of the Rationsal
~ Committee focused on permanent commiiment in the Chris-
- tian Life Community. The missionary task of a corps of
laity, the adhesion to the Community demanded for this,
and the preparatory formation necessary constituted the
principal points of .discussion.

- Italy: Two recent meetings of the Nationsl Counc:.l and

" of the regional promoters afforded the occasion for Fa-

ther Rieman and José Gsell to give a report and to ex-
change with -those present about the experiences of
their Asian voyage... The Italian Pederation has added
its om insert to the "Solidarity Fund" Christmas card
eampaign in order to aid the campamgn's effectzveness

- in Ite.ly
ROME

The International CIC Center is a lively place. The num
. ber of visitors grows.. Gountries, represented by recent

‘wisite include Ireland,  Bwitzerland, United States,
Philippines, India, Colomb,ia, Brazil, South Africa,
Malta, Indonesia and Sri Lanka.




