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~ ,CHRISTIAN, LIFE C01YDITIES OF ASIA 

As We Saw Th,~m 
by Jose GSE;tL 

If anyone doub1;s'the chances of renewal and the future pos­
sibilities of the Christian Life Communi ties, ,. I would ,be ,tempted 
to suggest a trip through the countries of the Middle and the Far 
East such as the one we' are finishing at the moment When I write 
these lines. If anyone is surprised that there could be a common 
basis and common outlook among'pommunities spread so widely--and, 
what is mOre --among the, others across the world 1 I should ,say 
very frankly 1;hat that is .just what we discovered: different lev­
elsof evolution, certainly, but 'a common basis and outiook that 
was real, rec.ogn1zed as sucb, and lived out. It should be added: 
that this journey struck a deep chord in those who had the privi­
lege of making it, shedding on their path a neW light in which 
the unique contribution of each country was mingled in the .over:'" 
all effect. 

Doubtless the most that can be done here is to sketch ,in 
broad strokes the observations and general impressions of a jour­
ney that lasted six weeks, consisted of seventeen.stages'in nine 
different countries, included seventy meetings,' numerous con­
tacts, and five full days of partic'ipation in the nationlA con­
gresses of Sri Lanka and Japan. Still,in spite of the general and 
incomplete nature of this kind of· account., it .is striking to note 
wi th what clarity the points in common stand oU1; and impos,e them­
l;lelV'es in the course of such a trip. 

A family-style welcome and an, experience of sharing 

Father Rieman and I left Rome June'2l, following the itiner­
ary indicated on the attached map. We were joined 'by Fred Leone 
(USA) during our stop at Tokyo. At each stage, the same brother­
ly welcome: sixty-odd pet-sons are waiting fOr us at the· airport 
at Beirut when we arrive two hours late; a dozen members from 
Ranchi in Bihar come 400 miles to meet us at Calcutta, and at 
Bombay national and diocesan leaders wait· two hours for us in the 
middle of the night; the .leaders of the Vietnamese groups passe. 
whole day uncertain whether we will arrive after a flight ge'ts 
canCelled, and yet there they are, at the airport to greet us" in 
spite of the complications caused by -our lat.e arrival. One could 
go' on ••• all the welcomes received, the delicacy of so many small 
gestures. Eve!'YWhere friends, yesterday unknown~ who from the 
first moment, seem to be members of your om:!' family; and who know 
how, by the cordiality of their welcome, to make you feel l'at 
home". ­

Each stage afforded the opportunity for many working ses­
sions: with the national councils, with local. communities, wi~h. 
regional. and diocesan leaders, with the assistants, with groups 
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information;, etc. ~.'These gatherings reflect the true'S:i, tua:tio:il: 
of theCtCs~, They make' :Ltposs'1ble firs't to ,becomeacquaiD.ted, 
then .to trace essential lines', to. pose concrete problems', to dis- , 
cuss possibie s,olutions, to outline the next step, to inform, to 
explain the work done in other countries • These ,exchanges are ex";" 
tremely.fruitful because they are very lively, very concrete and 
very warm. It is a search in common where we come to know each 
other~whereall, lay persons and moderators alike, feel ourselves 
reii!ponsible for the future and the service of CLe. Not the least 
of the reasons why we remember .this trip with such affection is 
that it had and kep,t a simplicity in our exchanges and a depth in 
our sharing. 

A movement young, and of the young 

:A first fact becomes clea:r. The renewal rasulting from the 
putt1ngintoeffect ' ~f the General Principles is giving to the 
OLOsa dynamic character. This renewal is in process in practi­
callyall the c~tries, and the impreSsion one gets is of an ex­
traordinary vitality. This feeling is reinforced by the consider-' 
able number of young people among the active members. The age 
bracket between 20 and 30 years seems to be the most numerous. 
The Congress of Sri Lanka brings together 240 people. of whom 
200 are youth; at that of Tokyo, the 75 delegates coming from 
different regions (some have come 600 miles) are divided between 
2 delegates from secondary school, some university students and a 
JUa.jori ty of young professionals; in the Philippines our circuit of 
12 days through the different regions puts us in 'contact almost 

. exclusively with groups of young or young adults; the same phe­
nomenon at Hong Kong and at' Taiwan, without taking into account 
the fact that in countries like Lebanon, India, Vietnam and In­
donesia, we find alongside the older members (older than 35 
years!) a great number .ofyoung people. It is a fact; the Commu­
nities in Asia are young, and this seems to be a. thing full of 
promise for the future. The problem in. one or two countries· that 
remains is' to create groups of young professionals' after they 
have finished school. 

A national and cultural.identity 

..Anyone who confuses the Christian Life Communities with a 
movement that is standardized or imported or colorless would be 
quickly set straight by observing how much the OLOs express the 
values, the culture and the problems of each nation. AB we will 
try to underLine later on, it is clear that a cOlilJl!on root gives 
them a cOmmon orientation. But their groups take flesh in a con~ 
text, in a milieu, in a history, in a situation which conveys 
their own riches and translates their own particular needs. It is 
fasciilating to see how the different,OLOs not only liv,e out these 
differences but seek to emphasize them. One could cite,by way of 
example. the means of formation and the liturgy, which illustrate 
in an unusually striking Way how rooted these groups are in the 
culture of each. If, sometime you can be present at a program pre­



sented ~y young I~dians or Ceylonese, ~xpressing in dance ,a,bib­
l1cal excerpt, do' not miss it. If you pass by the Calcutta area, 
stop" for example, at Kaurapukur! •• , listen... , yoU will hear Ta­
gore iZ). the chants and choirs of the young Bengalis. Ahdwhen you 
feel like ,relaXing, learn ~he bamboo dance at Batangas (Philip­
pil'ies)', ,or again, reflect on the need for punctuality at meetings 
as you enjoy the humorous !3kit on this at Surabaya (Indone'sia). 
Eloquent too are the different versions of the General Principles' 
translated into the 'native languages and matched by apt commenta­
ries. 

A deepening of the' international dimension 

Father, ,Paulussen , made a firSt trip, to ,Asia in 1958, Many. 
people recalled it for us, and it seems to have been the first 
link, the first discovery of the international dimension. This 
was the living bond which made its mark. After that, the national 
OLe groupings pursued their growth~and their/various experiences, 
and it is no exaggeration to say that this latest journey caineEit 
a propitious time. For it occurred at a time when'there was a de­
Sire for mutual help', when the need wa'S felt for comparing one's 
own eXperience with that of others, when there had taken place a 
discoveF.{ ofone',s own spec'i:fic contribution and ,that which oth-' 
era might bring, when a universal solidarity 'between, the' CLGs 
seemed to be full of promise... Already five countries spoke 'to 
uscf the possibility in the near future of a first gathering of 
OLOs of the Asian continent. 

A concern for authentic formation 

Questions regarding the formation of members and of their 
growth in eLe were the most numerous, and the meetings where this 
question was not.raised were very few. Clearly it'is a concern of 
the leaders, who know and have understood that the effectiveness 
of CLC service depends on the quality of 'their membership. On 
this subject, some observations. First of all, a very large num­
ber of the countries visited make the Spiritual Exercises the ba!! 
is 'of the entire eLe formation. They are its "source and, instru­
ment" " For certain groups, taking account of their stage of evo­
lution and 'o~ their age (this is especially true of youtp groups) 
preparatory forms are necessary. For them, summer camps or other 
sessions appear as steps leading to the maturity needed t.o-make 
the personal experience of the Spiritual Exercises. ~~ methods 
of formation being used ~truck us by their realistic and energet­
ic approach. Starting frQIli. where the peo~le are" they, set in mo­
tion all their talents, looking to'their unified and total-forma­
tion, orienting them to service, making a wise use of certain el,! 
ments of group dynamics, relating the formation given to the lo~ 
cal'and national situation. In an article like this it,'is· impos­
sible to detail the programs being attempted indifferent coun­
tries. We will have occasion to come back to this subject. But 
we would like to call attention especially to the "Training In­
atitute" f tried last April in the .Philippines for the first time 
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on·<anati.onalle*ef~ . This,' ,eXIlerience .3 weeks (l'week· of the 
Spiritual.Ei:erci$~~, lw:e'9kof~ study, 1 week of national, Snd reg­
lonalplahning)is,ln its internal coherence and the methods it 
emlUol.B~(lneof' the most complet~ and concrete means of formation 
t~at we areawareofi~the CLes anywhere in the world. 

Pz.otW~$S and approach "in community" 

The community appears as a key factor in the growth of. CLe 
members and in 'their apostolic serVice. Various experiments are 
being made in community life. These attempts· run the gamut all 
the wa¥ from first beginnings (where co~unication and sharing 
arEl practiced) to the.regular exercise of community disceriunent. 
But whatever the depth of these experiences or the iength 'of time 
they have been going on, community life is being strengthened and 
extended. through them. 'This strengthening and extension ' is mor,e 
true' the more it goes parallel with a personal formationrestirtg 
on the' ExerCises. It goes beyond ,the limits of the local 'or the 
parish. community' and is found also at the regional and diocesan 
level" and finds 'expression in the national community. This en­
largement or rather this. growth of community is illustrated by 
the,national congress of Tokyo: after a prepa~tion stretching 
over many' weeks, they engaged fo'r two days in a discernment about 
their personal and community Christianity, in a climate of ,recol­
lection, where personal prayer alternated with listening groups 
and wi:thdiscussions. the whole .culminating at the close of the 
day in a EUcharistic celebration. Numerous questions were posed 
in many countries about the practice of discernment in common, 
an~ the elements of community life. We are on ,the way••• 

,A' profound commi tment· to libaration and development 

The majority of the countries visited ,belong to the Third 
World and the terms of liberation and of development carry here 
a deep meaning and the need for all the Communities to bear real 
Christian witness. Even if the actions undertaken take different 

. forms, looking now to the evils themselves, now to their causes, 
they all seem to agree in their vision of a world in which man, 
all men, will be able to ,exercise "their ~wn capacity for know­
ledge andlova". One really should give details here of the ac­
tivity undertaken or planned in the different countries. We do 
nQthave place to do so, and this article does not replace the 
detailed report of the trip which we will publish sonie weeks la­
ter. What we would Hk~ to emphasize here is that we found in 
~country an arod,ous concern' to be of service to others ·and 
to live in solidarity with them. This concern shows itself in 
different ways. One might recall here the two accounts of Asian 
a.ctivity published in our sI'ecial issue on development and: liber­
ation. Such action ~s not found only in India or the Philippines. 
We discovered in other countries achievements somewhat similar 
or different, but real. 

Through these contacts and these visits to various social 
action projects, it appeared to us obvious that effective action 
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Jor ·justice ·anddev~lopment is, directly linked to; and dependent 
. oli, the s.eriousness of. our:pe:rsonal and community Christian life, 
in· other words,to. the quality of Our CLes. But on .""he other hand,., 
we could see how solid action, . putting one in contact. with .the, 
real situation,brings With it a deepening~ a grqwth in selfless­
ness andin,our personal and community Christianity, and so .in 
our colllDlliniti.es. There too, we learned much. 

rn: closing' 'tluS'fi,rst account, .1 am tempted to' ask pardon of 
our friends of· Aljlia tor not, having been able. to'colI'IDIUnica'te all 
'the life and the ricruiess ·ofeach. stage-, and not having been :able 
to list ali our dil;1coveries.' Every'country is for us now a flood 
of .images, a·flood of memories,·as well' as a' shared· experience •. 
In the plane that took ,us back from Djakarta to Munich,.· as the 
thNe of us recalled -together, 'in a final ~valuation, . aJ.l the 
graces received in the. course of this. journey, Father Rieman was 
able to saY, ."Ye~, this trip was indeed a spiritual experience". 

'r 



Gospel, the light of the questions and the 
strong'points Of the ,Spiritual Exercise~. is a marvelous Hght to 
h~lpus to, live in a positive way, without f.ear or pride, the de-' 
mandsof the mO.dern world •. ·W.e have trfed already to situate our-, 
selves at the. convergence Of the Gospel., the Exercises and th~ 
world. of today by going through the steps of the Foundation and 
of the Kingdom. We have viewed, this last subject by means of the 

meditation on the 5e.rmonon the Mount, ' from the point of view of 
th~ relEl.tionship' between the tasks of development and liberating 
conversion. I propose to take up again tOday this meditation on 
the Kingdom, but '.. in ~tBdynamic orientati.on toward ,that of the 
Two Standards. that is, toward the' det.ermining of apostolic 
tasks, and especially,' doing this within a collect.ive perspec­
tive.,And this will touch very m~ch on questions of development. 

'1 -:THE: KINGDOM AS EVANGELICAL SOLIDARITY WITH PEOPLE 

John 4: 4-30. This deals with the meeting betwean Jesus and the 

Samaritan, woman. Wi ththe light :from this we will· pass from the 

personal call which runs all through .the Gospel, arid regards our 


. moral. conduct (the last article ) , to the ,mYstery <lfthe meeting: 

of Jesus with each One. In this we will learn not only by what 

kind of meeting everything began for us, but also how we must ap­

proach THE WHOLE MAN AND ALL MEN, to use the expression of Paul 

VI. . 

The Gospel is' a certain way of living human solidarity,. the 
solidarity of persons and of groups that·Jesus Christ teaches us, 
He passes through Samaria; he did not come there on purpose.. So 
many encounters begin this way, the ones that,one finds very of­
ten at the' origin of the founding .. of a family, or of the start 
ofa great enterprise. Ignatius passed by Paris. ~. Faber and Xav-: 
ierwere there. BUt here, everything makes fOr separation: Sama­

'ria ,is the country' that is separated i'rom Jerusalem, a more ser' ­
fous thing than the 4istance tnat separates pagans and Jews.' Je­
sus is tired. And this woman is.a Sinner, which 'means ·that her 
usual concerns Mve nothing to do with the sear~h of the ldaster. 
She is not disturbed, at least apparent.l,y;as :Peguy said, a "ha_ 
bituaJ. " Sinner. The worst kind. . , 

But Jesus is Jesus, persons are persons: sacre.d.If Jesus, 
for that reason, wishes to take the initiative, he has everything 
in his favor: the sovereign power of .clairvoyance, andaninia­
tive without fear •• " But, that ts riot the way. he chooses. For to 
call someone means first ,of all to respect his freedom, to give 
him the deSire to do something. ' 

So" .adivineruse and 'leta human SimplicitY'. Jesus "tired 
out" -God tiredoutt - .seated on'the edge of the well,. HAS NEED 
of this woman. He makes an appeal, in El. way., to the competence of 
the woman:,give mea.dr~. Gestures of invitatiOn before the use 
of sovereign power... After that I the discussion liS it unrolls f 
which. the reader shou.ld .take up. Here 'we only,want to mark but 
the main lines., 
8 ­
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The diB;logue cont'inues:', thee woman finds the,man i~om Jerus­
alem; she brings up the difficulties tilatsepar~t~ them. .reaus 
does not defend the,oPPosing-party. On the contrary Christ choos­
es, to single out the COMMON PROMISE that unites them: "the hour 
is coming when you will adore the' Father neither on this mountain 
nOr at Jerusalem" (21). He does not present his own proposal but 
thiLt, of the Father for Him and for the 'woman. 'A maz:ve10us enlarge 
mE1nt ofperspective ~ , ­

But· r.either respect for liberty nor the stress 'on a common 
promise·are allowed to dE1gE1nE1ratE1 into weSkneas or demagogy. Free 
dom, called by God, ought to show l.tse1firi action. It is at this, 
moment that his':courageous int.ervention invites her,. 'py means of 
the truth,.however rude, to a practical conversion. He breaks the 
conversation.~ and her humility shows in her acknow1e!i8emen:t., i'GO 
call your husband... I have no husband ••• You 'have had five' hus­
bands" (16-18) and what follows. ·The personal call is not only a 
respect for her freedom, ands. reminder of promsesto be looked. 
forward to, but a1.so a CRITICISM,' an invitation to a reversal in 

. practice. . . 

And from· this comes the liberating and creative rel3u1t ; of 
tllis meeting; in fe:ct: the woman calls the people of the village 
t.O listen to the Voice. Ready .to 'accept for once to lose her rep­
utation and to begin to live the Gospel. . 

Such is thEiso1id~rity that should unite every Christian to 
every man he. meets. on, the road. of life: Not first of all econom­
ic or political or affective solidarity1 but in and through dif­
ferent situations, a solidarity of beingS in a worth that is af.;.. 
firmed in practice, a sOHdarity in the freedom of each one, i1i 
the Call that is given, in the actions that must follow it. Such 
is the Kingdom as it is lived out in the relationship between Je­
sus and men: let us recall the. prelude to the. Kingdom contempla­
tion ~-Jesus. go111g about the towns 9,IlQ. .vil1ages... Such is the 
Kingdom to ·be lived ·oui between each Christian and each~, 
whether sinner, hardened pagan or person pf good will . who is 
wafting, without knowing it, for this meeting. All that· is, ever 
ming1ed,- the good seed and the weeds,. in the deep soil of' eaoh 
he.art. 

2.PEOPLE ENGAGED IN COLLECTIVE TASKS THAT nNOLVEGROUP SOl"IDARITY 

This personal encounter ,is not only an individual cine. I't is 
. Ii meeti!lg n.ot just with A SAMARITAN but .withTHE SAMARITANS.!.., OIl.e, 
sees this well through the eventual outcome of the meeting. It 
can be important to follow the deve:lopment o:/:· the·;Gospel. light in 
the sense of th.e group tasks that follow fr~m and that manifest 
the encounter of. God and of ALL men.' It is well then to ask how 
Jesus meets with GROUPS OF PEOPLE, those of ).1is time, his place; 
his COUI),try. Let us sketch several. in1!ro'ductory thoughtS, .ready 
to come b~ck to them another day. 

Right at the start one thing is clear., . Jesus reaches out 
first to grOUpS of those'for whom life.is. in a special Way a BUR­
DEN•. It is an irreSistible ,P!:incJlan'.t l :an.d one which amazes and. 

"sometimes sCl~~ize's those 1;>e1onging to' these groups themselves. 
Jesus loves and cares for the l?OOR,and the SICK. .It is by. his 
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. ·'8estures·.of .• he~p ......··.,.~liihes~.'lat;~.¥· ..·tllat;;lJ.e·.~e~~s .•·.~is 
j0ur.r).fty. ID\dalw'a.tEl·hegoes.all·tb,ewayt'o·.the.heart....He noticelJ 
~t. once. thE! 'CJ,uaUt.ies .·OfSTRANG_.; .and,do~s' not fail'to ·reveal 
tnemto thos~;. who do not recognize' them~··Finally. and above .all He 

,has a pre(Ulectionfor .. SINNERS. '''He eats with them••• "When we 
th~:nk thatevel'Y.mealls a·prepa.I:ation for the Eucharist. that 
makes sense. A!ld'allof thesegroulls are ·quitE!scandalized•. Let 
us remark; finally, that Jesus, in all this; does not come only 
to help and to. take care of. He reveal.sto these peollle their' 
entiredigni1Jy.as aonsof God. . . ..•.. ' 

. 'Aild'-then~hEl~ are those who. have responsibility and power, 
w~ ththe capac~ ty to use them. Here . one can distingu.ish also. 
though in a different way. three different groups. First of all, 
those withpoli tical12ower, the Sanhedrin, PUate. Then the mas. 

,ters of the. Law, these Pharisees who interpret it in. a hard way •. 
And f:i.nally. the RICH: . "It is more ditticultfor a cameL.... At 
this juncture, a remark must be made about the .attitude of Jesus. 
Christ is very demanding, . eVen severe, . with these categories of 
perSons. But this severity neVer closes· the doors. The .condemna­
tions addressed to the Pharisees or to the rich have.often been 
tr611s1at.ed,. "Woe to you••• ", as if they were. already condemned. 
There is only one case where the meaning i!3 such, and that is. in 
the pronouncement of the Last Judgment, the separati-on o:r' the 
sheep and the goats; and in that instance it is'an eschatological· 
word: hi.story is already finished. Apart from that, ChriSt only 
says: "Miserable is your condition .... n. T.o those who I'lre in. posi­
tions of responsabili ty, one must at one and the sametimi;l recall 
to·themhowgreat is their responsibility, but also from whom 
they hold it. 

Let us add that the encounter is very different when Jesus 
speaks with the individuals who belong, tp these <late'gories,For 
then tbey are not only representatives of groups. ,Then one finds 
a gentleness and a special approach to each one. There is the 
welcome to ~icodemus during. ,the night, along with paj,n:fttl remarks 
about the limitations of his wisdom.There is the call to Za.cheus, 
perched in his tree,' already stripped of his complacency. And,
how many' otl'lers ••• 

THE CONCRETE DIRECTION OF THE GOSPEL 
Such'is the meeting, the solidarity, between Christ and men, each 
one and all of them, and each one as part of his group; 'It is up 
to us to reflect on this; to apply themEldi tationt.o our country, . 
our situation. How many different tasks that must lead us to: , I 
think of the countries of old Europearidot' the difficulty that is 
found in. welcoming fittingly the migrant workers-and the poor who 
come.there to perform the lowest kind ofwork~ Each one must ap;.. 
ply it to the situation of his own continent.But be sure of this, 
that while these collective exami~tionsofconsciencl! are anec­
essary work, they will come to.nothing if we do not begin each 
day by meeting every person /il.S Jesus met. the Samaritan Vloman:.in 
respect for their freedom, in revealing the call to the di~ity 
of sons in action taken up. For that, we must begin each morning 
of each'of those days by listening to Jesus in the G0!lpel. This 
is the place for th.e "gospel' contemplations" of the Exercises, 
which aretlie sUllPortof the ,great pivotal meditations on .the 

~~dom and the· Two StandardS. 
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SCRIPTURAL PRAYER 

Some Reminders to Help Us 

by Sister Margaret BAXlliR H.v.•lIi. 

In pz:ogressio for Januf,l\I7, 197? the article "But Are \"Ie Praz 
ing" stressed that personalrprayer ~s necessary for every CLCmem 
ber, and high priority must be given to it in the many demands of 
daily life. I wOuJ;d li.ke to de'lrelophereon.estatement in. that ar 
tiCle regarding CW daily pray~r : "Sc'riptureshould be its chief 
source, and above all the life. of·· Christ. I'! . • 

. ~e W83 of looking at prefer is asa response to the Person 
of Jesus: an atte~tive lis~eningtoHtmon our part, and are~ 
sponse appropriate to .myself as an individual. But I can only lis 
ten and respond to someone I know, someone who is deeply an,d pei:· 
sanally present to me. Someone recently said, in remarking on 
the relationship between prayer and Scripture : "if prayer 'is a 
dialogue ,·then let the other person speak!" 

Jestis Himself; and Mary t in their 'recorded scriptural pref­
ers reveal their deep reflections on the. Old Testament. From.. 
earliest times Christians have made ~cripture the source of their 
prayer; and today, this exhortation is one of the most irisistent 
in the documents of 'Vatican II; Ignatius Loyola's conversion mid ­
subsequent Spiritual Exercises were born and nourished by hi.s 
meditations on the life of Christ in: the Gospels. 

Thus scriptural prayer seems the obvious answer for. CLe 
members 'who desire growth and deepening -of their prayer life. 
However my experience With adults struggling. to pray scriptural­
ly shows. it does not happen easily 0 Many don't know where or how 
to begin, and if theY!2 begin, often, become discouraged and 
give up ina short time. . 

From my experience '. in this area, I would'like to offer a 
few suggestions which may help. First of all, parallelwithef­
forts to make Scripture' the,basis of one's prayer, I feel it is 
necessary to irow in a general knowledge of the Bible. We. must 
realistically face the chalienge . that Scripture !! diffi.m.1t to 
read and understand.It is 11terature written in ancient Ian..., 
guages 'from two to five thousand years ago, reflecting a vastly 
different -culture and mentaJ.ity ,than our own. In order .to grasp 
the Biblical m.essage one must be ready to take' time for study, 

-11 

http:diffi.m.1t


I 

a,ndbewilling to stj.cklil"!; it,' This calls for real 

setting of priorities 'on ou::r part. 


. Today 'there are excellent bookS' and tapes available on Scril!, 
ture,which can be very helpful for personal knowledge and 
growth. A few of these are suggested at the end of this article. 
Some of these are especially helpful to gain an overview of th~ 
biblical message, lithough designed for adult discussion groups • 
they can also be frui tfullyused by an individu8J.. In studying 
the Bible' lt0U should also make use of some of. the fine commen­
taries no"; avai1able~ Some come in $epare.te paperback pamphlets 
for each book of the Bible. . . 

In the. Church as a whole there is a,rea1 Biblical renewal, 
so that today one can often locate excellent presentations on 
Scriptu::re in near-by areas. Many colleges and'universities offer 
a variety' of adult education courses on the Bible. Often .there 
are valuable short-ter,m presentations of one day. a week-end, or 
a summer institute on Scripture. In the Bible there are certain 
images I key words. and unifying themes which ooour again and 
again. Thus, eaoh lecture, article, or book you read will throw 
light and meaning 9n other parts .01' Scripture • 

. liang· with learntng about the Bible» be sure to ac111ally 
read Soripture itself. Here-rtis essential. to have y.our own Bi­
ble; . today you can seleot one of the very fine modern transla... ' 
tions available. The introduotion and foot-notes in many Bibles. 
are also -v!jl;luable study aids. 

lithOugh difficult to read it is important .to realize :1:hat 
the Bible is different from other. books in its oharism of inspi­
re.tion. It truly is the word of God to us... God' s own revelation 
of His love in the person of His Son, God does speak to us in 
Soripture if' we approaoh the Bible with the right attitude: that 
of openness, attentive listening (involving quiet and silence),' 
faith',and reverenoe • 

..AS you read SOripture in this refleotive way. you are in the, 
first stages of SCriptural. prayer. Granting that you are JlIaking 
on-going efforts to study and read the Bible, I would now like to 
suggest some ways CLe members ~ght !lIakeScripture the source of 
their daily prayer. Sugges'tions here might oover where to begin, 
and method of procedure. . 

Since'the Bible is a whole 'library of· books. 'a first step is 
wise selection of passages suitable for prayer. For those begin­
ning in this area, the Gospels are. often the best starting plaQe,. 
The Gospel,of Mark, or possibly that of Luke, !lIaybe the 'better 
choi.ces he.re. For those who have been meditating on the Gospels, 
another fruitful selection are the'Epistles of Paul. Here some 
find First Corinthians, Philippians. Ephesians. end' Colossians 
especially helpful. . 

The Sunday Scripture readings ,in the new th~e year cyole 
Lectionary are anotherexcellent 'source for prayer~ The theme of 
these readinsS is a reguJ.ar feature of differen.t maga.z,inef! in va..!: 

12 ..,. 

http:reguJ.ar
http:epare.te


ious lane;uages. 'One CLO group I know make~ the Sunday readings 
the S<;lurce of their mental prayer for the week, and thenbegiJa 
each meeting with shared reflecti'ons and prayer' on these read­
ings.' 

How should you proceed in sc;riptural prayer? An essential 
step is. to prepare. the passage you select before your prayer •. Try 
to grasp the general context. and backgro~d by reading sections­
just before and 'after; the foot-notes; and perhaps the Introduc,:" 
tion to"this Book of the BiQle. It is often· helpful to look up 
other Scriptural references indicated in' your Bible which relate 

, to this ·passage. toolC'up difficult or unusual words or sentenc'es 
in a biblical commentary. The' first question always,should be: 
what is the author trying to say? What is the message ,of the text 
itself? What doefj this pasl\lage tell me about Jesus, the apostles, 
or whoever else is present? . . 

Only then shoulti you go on to ask : what meaning does 'this 
passage have for me in my 'life nOw? For the actual' method of 
prayer Ignatius' suggestions in the Spiritual ExerciseS ,are ex­
cellent. If yOl),r passage is a mystery of Christ' slife, you can 
follow the suggestions for a contemplation:§ ,101-109. For Jesus', 
words and discourses, or passages from the Epistles. Ignatius' 
suggestions on the Sec.ond Method of Prayel,' may prove helpful: 
§ 2"-~7. .. 

As you pray and meditate on Scripture be sureta' foii~wone 
'of the most fruitful stlggestions of Ignatius in the' Exercises. He 
is continually urging the retreai;ant to apply all this ·tohini­
!!!!l e.g. Bee § 53. . 

It is importal'lt to realize that God !!Uso speaks to me 
through the people, events, and. situations of daily life: these 

. are also· God's "word" .to me~' It is the'unique and -essential. role 
of Scripture to. focus and enlighten our daily "word" through this 
prayerful meeting with the mind and heart of Christ. . 

Scr~pture actually grew out of ~he early Christians· group 
reflections and meditations on the Christian mystery as -they 
lived it. Individual. study and prayer based ohScripture needs 
the support and, motivation of a group; it seemS. to carry withi:n 
itself a demand for a faith community 'with whom to share this 
rich treasure. what greater chaUenge is. there' for 10cal,CLOo 
than to become a group wh~ch initiates and fosters study and 
prayer based on Scripture? 



.SUGGESTED :t(W:lINGS 

LECTURES~Ol?OS_ 

.. :tECTURAS· P·ROPUESTAS 

in: '. ENGLISH 

-'J~~omeBibliCa1 commentary. "'Ei'lg:fewaod CUff's,N .,J •. : Prentice­
. Hall, 1968. . .' . 

. "':Ahern;Barnabas. The Formation of'. Scripture •. 'Ohicago,Argu13,
1968' .' .... . 

. :-:-,BRF Notes . (e~ce11en~ commentary on dai1yiiturgic~lreadm8~h 
-B;ib1e Reading Fellowship, 14BBuckingham Palace Rd., London 

,'Maertens, Thierq. The Spirit,of God in SC:ripture. Dublin, Hel­
icon Press, 1965._> '. 

-HUmit~,Iici:bert.r.1ari Meets God ( fine f'orBibie s'tudyGroups).New 
. York, Benziger , 1970 

in ll'RENCH . 

- pI\lFraine~Jan.Prieravec la, Bib1e~' Les ·ailt'c~dent,s bibliques 
'. de ~Clespri~res chretiennes.Bruges , Beyaert, 19Ei1., ',' 
-:aaguin,Yves•. Les chemins dela contemplation. .Paris , Desclh 

De Brouwer, Co11ection, Christus,l969 '..'. ". .., .. 
- Dans 1a. collection Vie.Chr6tienn~ ~ 14 rue de1a Tombe-IElsoire, 

750lA-Paris: .,,', . , ..' . . 
* 	Guillet, Jacque~.Textesbib119ues pour prier. 1964 . 
* Lyonnet, Stariis1as. . InitiS.tion a 1adoctrine sp:brituelle 

S. PaUl. 1963 

!I~Mol1at,Donat:l.en. Initiation a 1alecture .sPirituelle •. 


Jean. 1964' .. ,...., ," ." .. ,' .., . 

II', Rimaud~ Didier. Desniots de.'Dieu Pour 1a. pri~re •. 1969 


: *,Pautre1,Ratm~nd~VerStoi 116 orit cri'. 1971 . .' . 

-.Aujourd'hui: 	la Bible •. Revuemensue.l1e. 17.;t1le defa'Tr.§II\Oille, 

Paris 8 

in SPANISH. 

... Sec:r:'etariadoNacional.deLiturgia. Comentarios biblicos'al;;Lec- . 
cionario DClIninical. . Madrid -. . . . ..' . 

- Hilsdale, Paul. Oraciones de San Pablo. Madrid, Editorial· Apos­
to1ado de 1a Prensa., 1966 ' 

- En 18. colecci6n Bibliay Vida, EdiCiones Paul1nas: 
It Bligh, .John. Los relatosde 1a Infgcis., 
* Bligh, JOM.El maestro divino. 
* 	Bligh, John. Carta a los Filipenaee•. 
* 	Bligh! John. Carta a 10aColosensee •. 
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CLO EXECUTIVE COUNCIL ITEMS 

The Executive Council of the World Federation of Christ~an 
Life COlIlLlUlli ties met at Augsburg, Germany ,August 3-6. 

Most of .the session was given to planning for the World Fed-, 
eration Assembly, which will be August 4-10, 1973 at Augsburg, 
Germany. Taking into account suggestions coming fr9m .the national­
federations, the THEME of the Assembly' will be: " " 

CLe: A COWftUNITY AT T~ SERVICE OF HUMAN LIBERATION 

The program and work methods for the gathering were discus~ed 
thoroughly, and their broad lines settled. It wil,l»e: a serious' 
working assembly of delega'tes, operating in a general climate of 
discernment. and with a considerable part of the sessions berng. 
in small muJ.t1-,.·national groups.A serious preparati.ori by de;t,egates 
was viewed as important "and so :national federations will. be,' 
asked to choose their repr\!!sentatives byDecemberldf this year: 
'~efore long' a secretari~t to handle details of preparation and' 
correspondence on the subject will be set up in Augsburg. 

Much time was given too to problems of finances, in, regard 
both to the ordinary expenses of the World Federatio,n and its: sec 
retariat, as well as the need for some mutual aid arrangement <to' 
facilitate the participation of Third World delegates in nex~ 
year's assembly. Communications on this sllbject will be sent to 
national fe,derations soon. 

Some time was given to discussion of youth and young'CLes. 
Already the Executive Council has been'having two youth CLC mem­
bers from the country where i.t meets take part in its sessions; 
and now they will be integrated more fully into the meetings. Al~ 
so, steps were taken to encourage correspondence and exchanges 
between young CLC members in different' countries. The Ph:Uipp:ires 
CLC Center will coordinate them. The Council.- plans to go into 
this whole question more deeply at a future meeting. 

VariOUS aspects of' Progres5io were discussed. In time, col:'" 
leqtions of the review's articles on related t,opics (for ejtample, 
formation or disqernment) will be made 'available to subscribers. 
And the number of subscribers receiving the magazine as part of 
the ~Iutual Aid Fund of the review will be ,doubled in 1973. ,since 
clearly there is neced o:f this. ' 

And. of course, there -was a report to the Counoil on the 
Asia triR by the members who made it. 
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OUB CLe LIBRARY 

New Communities for· Christians 
By F.rSncis_K. Drolet S.J. 

An important new book on the Christian Life .Communities nas just 
been published in-the United states. It. is entitled New CommUni­
ties fo~Christians, and its. author is an internationally known 
leade.r in the movement. Father Francie!" K.~Drolet ,S.J. 

Ameriqan CLeS felt a need to substantiate the General Princip,les, 
'with a mare complete body of supportive literature. Mature adUlts 
now comi,ng to CLeS wanted the rich theological and ascetical foun 
dat~ons behind .these Principles that reflect Vatican II's teach=­
ing on the priesthood of the laity, the co-responsible roles of 
laity and clergy , the Christian secul'ar task of laymen, the uni­
versalcall to holiness, the Paschal Mystery, Mary in the modem 
ChuTch,-and the relationship of responsible lay witness to hierar 
chical. witness. ­

It is a lar8ebook, 350 pages, with an extensive bibliographY. 
Certain chapters. are outstanding: ,the Spiritual.Exercices as the 
CLe Charism, Personal and Communal Prayer , Liturgy, Commitment, 
Mary the Firet Christian in the Community of Christians, and We 
Christians and'Our Church. The chapters on the apostolate open up 
vast horizons for individual and corporate forms of lay Cnristian 
service and witness. Eminently pragmatiC and creative are the 
chapters outlining nevI types. of communi ties :for CLes. 

Moderators and lay leaders will find this book a goldmine'of in­
formation and inspiration. CLe members will use it to dee.pen an 
Understanding and love for their OLe way of life. The movement 
is richer because of this book. 

New Communities for Christians (available only in Eng... 
lish) can be obtained from ~ 

National Federation of Christitin Life Communities 
3109 s. Grand Bivd. - ST LOUIS, lilo. - USA 

Price ·~S3.95. paperback edition. Add $ 0,36 postage 
for foreign mail. . 



"CHANTILLY lIlt 

A European CLCCommunity Deliberation 

by Nioholas RiEMAN, s.j~ 

Community disce.rnment is a key element in OLC life. And per­
haps the most serious, most difficult and - on those occasions 
when it is an apt tool -mostfruitful kind. of communal discern-, 
nient is a community deliberation. The European CLC Community De­
liberation held August 27 - September 2, 1972, ' near Paris, and 
known as, "Chantilly It" (Deliberation i'Chantilly !"was held 
there in 1969) was all of these: serious, difficult, highly frui~ 
'ful. ' ­

The quEisticn to be decided was, "Should we.unite our efforts 
with this purpose in view: the formation of persons who will be 
qualified to give the Spiritual Exercises, to help people to live 
them, and to spread them, in and through the CLC? - If yes, by 
what means?". Only 'if the first question was deoided'affirmative­
ly was the question of means to be disoerned. 

Partioipating in the process were 37 cLC,ieaders (13 of them 
assistants) from 11 European nations. Also, 8 otherCLC members 
from Asia,.Arnerioa and Africa partioipated fully but 'did not vote, 
sinoe the question conoerned Europe. Twoe;x:perts were present as 
observers. Three persons helped with staffing' and translations. 

A team of j animators aided the deliberation: Hildegard 
li!hrtmann, seoretary of the World Federation, team leader; Father 
Ludwig Bertsch of GermanY, "spiritual" animator, presenting the 
context ofdisce:i:'nment, topiCS of 'meditation, etc.; and Father 
Horacio de la Costa of the Philippines .·'~apostoliclI animator, 
presenting the needs ,of the world today. The work of this'team of' 
animators was exoellent in every way. ' 
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The event had been ca.refully prepared by a W(>rk~Groupon the 
Exercis.esof. 7CLC members (4. lay persons,) assistants) appoint 
ed by the European Equlpe (Team). a CLC service grouP. a~'there: 
quest of the European C~C presidents and assistants. First, cri-' 
.teria for partipipation were set: those taking part ,were to be. 
national CLe leaders in Europe. able to speak e"i ther French or 

. English, havingpe:-sona1 experience of the Exercises, convin.ced 
of their validity for our tillles, and with some experience of com­

. munity process. Each -participant received, at .6-week intervals, 
4 different mailings, . each - containing material in 4 different 
'categories: points for medi tat:j.on drawn from the Gospels. mater­
i~on the needs ·01' the world. (including papal and synodal docu­
ments on justice), some items on discernment (inCl.uding the ac­
count of the deliberation of the first Jesuit compaz:tions, and ar~ 
tic1es by Futrell and Toner), and. questionnaires for persona1re­
search on the :present state of the Exercises in one·' s own coun­
try. 

At Chantilly, each day began the night before with an evalu­
ation of the day pas~, followed by poin-tsfor morning prayer. A 
climate of silence was observed till noon of the following day. 
In the morning, after meditation, there was a conference on the 
needs of the world and then personal reflection on this, after 
which the participants shared the fruits of their reflections in 
small "listening-groups" (not discussions) 'of 6. to 8 persons 
.ea,ch, all speaking one 1al1guage, but from a variety of countries •. 
Then' the liturgy, always well integrated with the deliberation 
process. After lunch and dinner there was .timefor relaxing and 
exchanges between the participants. 

In the afternoon the same units met a,s. discernment groups, 
in which people discussed, depending on the day, the pros, the 
cons, or their tentative decision.Each one then wrote out his own 
personal opinion on the matter, and gave it orally in the general 
assembly following. -In the early evenings, in optional-sessions, 
members of different continent.s recounted the .:b:xercises efforts 
of CLCs in their countries. Twice- each day the 6 leaders of the 
small groups met with the deliberation .animato:!;"s to give·feedback· 
as to what had taken place and what the next s~ep might be. 

The first day of the deliberation might perhaps be called 
get-acquainted day. Getting acquainted with each other (some were 
already good friends), . getting acquainted with each others' ex­
periences and attitudes as regards the Exercises, getting ac­
quainted with the precise meaning of the question. A Penance Ser­
Vice, with opportunity for private confessions after it, was al.so 
part of the first day. 

The sec{md day, while continuing - as waa -done throughout 
the week - ref1ectipn on the life of. Christ and the needs of mod.­
ern man, the day was spent sea,rching out, -individually and in 
groups, and then presenting in a general assembly, all the'reas­
ons that could be found AGAINST the proposal. All, regardl.ess of 
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1;heir, 01911 per:sonal~e~ingS, took partin this search" jwitas 
the next day, all loo.ked for .the reat;lons in favor• 

.,The third day the process was reversed, With each person and 
eech group searching out the reasons FOR•.The aim of the'discern­
ment in small ~oups was not to arrive at a' group consen~us ,but 
to aid .each person to make his own decision. Then"in the general 
assembly. each of the 45 people stated orally the 5,reasons pro 
that he judged to be strongest. ' . 

On the fourth day ~each one.had in hand copies of all :reasons 
pro and con of all partiCipants' (a .formidable secretarial feat 
was needed to achieve this) and spent the day)veighug p:ra.yerful­
ly, all reasons on both sides and discussing these in h:is'group. 
In,the evening~l voted on whether they were now ready fora de­
fini tive vo,!:e'. . Almost 'all were, and so the vote was set for the 
morning ·of the' fifth day, .to 'allow' another' pehod .yet '. the neXt 
morning for prayerful reflection. . 

The vote in the general assembly was overwhelmingly in fa­
vor, with 35 persons voting YES and 2 voting NO. Each person also 
voiced his chief reason for voting'as he did. Main reasons given 
for voting yes were: the, Exercises are a powerful means for 
growth in the full Christian life,they can contribute ·effectively 
to furthering huma."l liberation and justice (the contributions of 
Third World representatives, especially Father de la Costa, had 
done muchto.sensitize partiCipants to problems of justice), they 
are the source of CLC life and spirit, and they can be promoted 
more effectively by a united effort. EVen the two persons' voting 
negatively shO'/fed readiness to cooperate in working out means to 
implement the proposal. contributing at the same time their o~ 
specific insights. 

The rest of the last day was given to arriving at a decision 
as to what means sho~d be used. A brainstorming session, done.by 

,countries, brought to the surface a wide spectrum of possible 
means. There was no time to sift these carefully, and so a decis­
ion was' made that the Work-Group I"lhich had prepared thedeUbera­
tion should' continue for the p.reseilt, with its membership possib':" 

'ly enlarged .or modified; and, begin' to implement the decision, 
this and other related questions to be review~d at the meeting 
'next May of European CLe preSidents and a.ssistants. 

, How successful wa.s the deliberation? Not, how corroct was 
the' de'cisi;)nj for, while, the near-unanillli ty Of the vote and the 
commu:nity's strong sense of peace in the decision were good in­
dicators of this, a definitive judgt:lent that this was. indeed 
a decision ins~ired by the Spirit should await further confirma­
tion in the res'ults as they appear. Rather, how well and truly 
wa~ jt a deliberation process? 

There wa.s some dissatisfaction with the final portion of the 
meeting, dealing wi.th means, and a feeling. tha.t, the climate of 
this portion seemed to be less truly a climate of discernment. 



But for the deliberation taken as a 
1.ngagreement . of the participants that it was a moat moving·and 
fruitful. experience, and indeed an importantCLe a..:hievemEmt. The 
atmosphere of prayer, of listening to one another, of opel'..ness 
to wherever the truth might lead, was indeed remarkable. One per:.. 
son remarked that.while on the seccnd day he found it harq to 
come up with NO reasons (this being aga.inst his natural views), 
on the third day he found it hard to discover YESrea.sons (so 
fully had he entered into the process). 

Community.Deliberation "Chantilly II" was at once a decis­
ion and an experience. Those taking part were unanimously in 
agreement that the experienc,e was a profoundly Christian one, 
involving a great deepening of their OLe vocation. Please God, 
the deCision taken will also do much to further. the effective use 
inOL(; of the EXfilrcises, ,and so to build and strengthen the Chri,!! 
tian Life communities, not only in Europe, but everywhere. 
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