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. Why a special issue on Development and Liberation? The
goal that we were proposing to ourselves for this issue, the rea-
sons that militasted in favor of it, we see confirmed in the first
echoes coming to us of the World - CLC Day theme, which has just
focused again the energies. of our Communities in alfferent coun-~
tries on complete human development.

A Situation

We open this special issue with iIwo articles giving the
state of the question. In doing this we are attempting %o pin-
point the concepts that have had so many different 1nterpreta—
“tions. We try to follow, by & short asnalysis of the smtuatlon,
the evolution in the underste.ndlng of these concepts that has
taken place, resultlng finally in the recognltlon of the person .
in his capacity as the responsible agent. In the obstacles, that
inhibit justice, 1liberation, cooperation, we see - outllned the
area of human responsibilities- and of brotherly love.

A Spirit--Experiences

The second part shows the spirit that guides us. By ex~
panding our awareness and opening it to a vision of ever greater
service. By stimulating our will with examples. These accounts .
prove that effective action is possible. That it is all the more
effective wien it does not develop in isolation but knows how to-
work in collaboration and association, how to ‘cooperate with oth-
er forces already at work. Effective, 'when it knows how to lead

the greatest possible number of persons- to participate in im~ -

-proving the conditions qf life and in actually living out soli- -
darity. When it-knows how to free their energies and their own
special talents. Effective, finslly, when, moving on from the so-
lution of a concrete problem, it adopts an institutionsl approamch
and seeks, through the political dimension, to attack the deeper

causes. . C o
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B Cooperation and Rééipfoc‘ity

. "tTo work whlle it is st:.ll day' and to bu:.ld ‘together
‘wha't is closest. to the vision of our Creator and hig design for
all of humenity" . (Cardinal Roy,  Nov. 19, 1970): thus one could .
summarize the reflectlons suggested to us in the third part of
the issue. = To build together, in union with our Christian broth-

i ers and with all men who feel themselves involved in the history.

of humanity. To work for a liberation ‘bhat 1eads all men to the

freedom of the sons of God.

- ) The contribution afforded by four of the authors in thls'
" ibsue who are not members of the Christian Life Communities is -
a sign of how much we receive from being in and of the Church, .
PThe sharing with us of their reflections, which probe the ques—
. tion from different angles, is for us en invitation to comstruct-
ive dialogue, a source of progress, a reason for gratitude.

"‘Sha,ring and Service '

Finally, PROGRESSIO invites us . to question ourselves,
personally and as a local, national end international Community.
It wishes thereby not only that this issue be a starting po;nt
for further ‘reflection, but also of a .wider sharing among us. In
‘this, it is aware that it is responding to requests from the Com—
‘munities of many countrles a.nd contmbutlng to a more effective
sez‘vmg of CLC.

o Does- that mean this issue is complete? - Far from it, It
does not pretend to be. But if, -in spite of its gaps, it helps
our Communities to re-situate the ftop-priority goal that they
have set for themselves, if it is able to ‘arouse a- fuller flow.
. 6f communication between us, above all if it  stimulates sharp

- challenges from our Communities in ‘the poor countrles, then it -

- will be worthwhile, It will have contributed, in & small but real
- way, to what our Genersl Principles have in mind when they say,
"Our life finds its permanent 1nsplratmn in the.Gospel of. the
*. poor end humble Christ so that we work in & splrlt of servwe to. .

‘establlsh ,}ustlce and peace among all men", . o
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, The 1dea of development swns up todey the aeplratlons of a
- rgreat number of people in the poor countries snd in the r:.ch

countries. The attention given to economic oycles, the anxle‘cy of

the average man in face of 'a possible recession, the polltlcal
Vvlmpaot of the planning of development, =all ‘demonstrate this.

But what is behind the word "development“" %hat is one thinking
_of Awhen he uses it? It is :meorte.nt to be specific about this for
. there are different models of development and there is question’
here of an important political and ethical opnon.. More- than
that this notion, like all those that have a propaganda va.lue, ~
‘has been manipulated.

The concept of development 1s reoent. Lebret- says, - without‘
being more specific, that it dates from 1945- With its beginnings
in. the work of Schumpeter and Colin Clark (1) among others, the -
first descrﬂptlon of development takes form: development is ec-
onomic ‘growth mainteined during suffieciently long periods in such’
a way thatitarrives at growth which is economicelly measurable-= -

,growth in real production, per capita income, etc.--as in the
wealthy countries. . The best-known proponents of ‘this theory have
been-~and this is not by chance--Samuelson and W. W. Rostow.. . (?)
This vision has political consequences. In fact it sUppPOSEs - the'

domlnatlon of a national bourgeodisie llnked to ‘international cap-,-

italism or. if necessary to 1nternatlonal mllltary imperialism...
This social .group assumes the management of - development andfﬁk
~ thereby of the welfare of the people and the progress of the na-
tion, taking as a model the r-eo-capltal:.st societies. It presen'bs;
economic growth as an absolute good whlch conditions ' all - social
transformation and which brings in its wake au‘tomatlcelly Jus-
tice, liberty and the participation of all in- pol:.tlcal ﬂec:.slon-
,making. Any disagreement with -this benevolent management is Te-
_ pressed ag- subvers:we, - such an attitude, it is said, is the work
of a minority of ‘fandatics or of self—lnterested men. ‘The “good'
people” may sometimes be fooled by such fanatics, it is admltted
‘but would not pardon them if they: -came to power..
“approach admits as .a dogma that the coneumer s
- people the supreme good.~ :

‘" hes known ' a h:.gher standard of. llv:.ng will forg:.ve ’choee who,,
& -result of “clerical’ e’ctaohment or erroneous dogmas, ;
beekwarzi" (J de Servan-Sohrelber)

} The average cz‘blzen translates thls 1nto an 1mage,

~~Lbut effective, of the consumer society as it is spread by ‘bele
vision,  the movies and the popular magazines: & superflo:\.al VeI
sion of the "American way of life" shapes the #spirations - ‘of ‘a:
great number of people-—of all, except those who are aware of -the
situation and those.who are very poor--and it mekes them incapa-
ble of critical judgment and vulnersble to a certaln type of po~ :
,11t1cal social a.nd commercial propeganaa. )




aking of man - % machlne “for consumpnon smd for competltlon. ‘a -
socmty of opulence but one-dimensional. and repressive, . - the im-
Qverlshmen’t of those on the margins of society, the explo:.taulon
6f the weak. ‘For & G‘hmstla.n,lt is perverse to place riches above
an, end to draw the wedlth of some from the misery of many.  But
this outlook contlnues to " hold sway, semetlmes maintained by a

propaganda that has’ di%s influence on all at other times suppor—

ted by the force of 1mper1al1sm.j o e

) Another concept of ﬁevelopment consmts in seelng 11; as a
' global socipl process with intérdependent economic, sogial, cule
~tural and political aspects. The sociologists in their study of
cdoncrete problems, hdve discovered that the strategy of develop-
fment, if it is to be effective and avoid dangerous setbacks, must
be global and hamem.ous. Accord:mg to a Spanish study, the sub-
etantlal growth in per capita income in monetary units ought to

' -;be accompam.ed by & series of social: processes——-urbanmatmn, in-

dustmallzatlon, secularlzatlon-swhlch tend to reduce. the diffe®-
ences between the different groups and bring about a mder social
partlmpatlon, with the result that the populatlen in general be-
gme to have an influence on the political power. This 1mp11es a
- jmore ranonal ubtilization mnd distribution of the resoarces “that
the increase of income brings with it. This ensemble of changes
E -cannot be viewed as a mechanical consequence of development, ,but
" as a social process. {3}

Startlng from thls global soclal perspect:we, some u.nderl;ne N

the humen and ethical values. Thus, Christians snd Marxists have
R fomulated 2 humanist and critical concept of development 1linked-

“to. the outlook that appears to us  today as most valid. F. Per-
~roux adds to the global sociel vision ithe idea that’ "development
is total to. the degree that, by a reciprocity of  services, one
arrives at a recxproclty of consclences". Lebret sajs that devel-

opment conelsts in "havxng more in order to be more™, and he DN

derl:.nes the value of solidarity ‘in thxs process.- Thig - is the
. Aine ta}:en by the encycllcal The Develonment of Peoples. ’

N " A more pretzlse knowledge of reality has mgdlfled w1't:hout
;contradlctlng 1it, this humanist conceytlon. The efforts of peor -

countrlee towards development have ‘often: not succeeded. The ac-

tions of governments have ‘been irisufficient smd ineffective. The

: ma of rich countries has very ofien been of benefit for the sup-

ﬂpoeed benefactor and - coatly for - the one. aselsted. . In’ addltlon,
'development accordlng to the capltallst ‘model “is . almost always
promoted by organisms that are manlpulated by those who dominate
the world econony, - and any change. -which would . be u.nfavorable to

those. in power is- exclused. - The reforms proposed "would in the 4

";long run serve only to ‘consolidate new forms of ’che ca;pltallst_
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;‘countrlés thelr bwn mlnor ies who have become aware - of he hu-
.man cost of the society of affluence are also enterlng 1nto the
- Process: : : : : A (

; In a word, therc#itidai«asééssméhf éf'éapitalist1-“dé§élo§;f
ment", the ineffectiveness of the efforts made in this field and

the frustrations resulting from it have led to“a'different‘diageV;:t 
nosis:  the root cause of the situation is the social, economic,'

.political and cultural dependence. of some countries upon others.

. Only an authentic revolution will manage'usbreak this dependence, . -
'Furtnermore, _the expectations of the poor countries, while not =~ ' -

- very precise, >'go beyond the socizl’ model ‘0of the rich countrles' -
they are seeking a- dlfferent and more human. soclety.‘

"The idea of llbe atlon, more exact, .expressive and complete,*‘
betier expresses this expeciation. "Liberation”, "process of lib-

‘eration” sums up better the total human content. It does not 6pe”:5
pose the collective and the individual, it expresses the charac-
- ter of conflict involved in the process, and it affords a glimpse . -

of the truth that liberation benefits the rich as well as the.
.poor, " though not in the same waYy . It is not possible to present .

v an exact desurlptlon of the new soclety in which we belxeve. " We

are more clearly aware of - what it is we refuge, of what we must

liberate ourselves from. But it 1s posalble to 1ndlcate 1ts maln S

llneaw,

It invol§es‘ an econdmic,. social ana pelitical‘liberafion,“<

but it goes furthér. It envisfons a total and radlcal llberat10n<i 
from all tha% prevents esach men from arriving at his fullness, |

that is to.say, - at the full. exercise of his capaclty to know and -
. to love, for it is in exercizing these powers that - he transforms
‘the world and himself. Likeration, . then, from all- that shackles‘
him, limits him, - or makes'difficult the exercize of his liberty,
whether from the outside or from the 1n91de.,What is protested is

not only mlsery but elso a rich soc1ety based on coercion, on the g

despoiling -and the misery of other men, a society which lures

‘those who have attalneda,certaln level to alm ai well—belng wh1ch_>x7

is merely quantltatlve. ) : . . AR

Tk

The task of. revolutlonarles among the poor peoples and amongﬂ:

‘thé ‘nonconformist mlnorltles in the rich countries  is -the same..
This must be recognized, this common struggle. But this must be. -

done without glavish imitation of one group by the other., That
would, be to misunderstand the actual situations, whn.ch are ‘dif-
ferent and would be g new form of 1deologlcal 1mper1allsm by the
rlch countrles, : . <

Liberation is at once collectlve and personal @hat isthy,
‘it is incumbent equallycnzthe poor and the rich., More than that,

whoever oppresses another is rot free. Political and _economic- llb, i
-eration without personal conver31on ‘will pave the. way for other ;

- ‘slaveries,. other imbalances, other alienations. That is why one
‘mast be on one's guard., One must reaect the worshlp of mere quan—




, sbc:xety and - is w1111ng 1o be austere. Gne must keep‘lri mlnd al-
ways that technolog:.eal ‘progress——in many cases, & new mythe~is
" necessary and good,. ‘but that it _does not. of. :L‘I:zelf ‘bring about

_“the liberation of man. The social structure ought to be such that

» ‘the économy 1is’ controlled by all, and it ought 0 :t‘urther the
. 1nter10r liberation that is necessary for man to achieve’ hls crie-
-ative fullness. o : : -

Finally, this demands that from now on there be the full

- gpa:‘rtlc:x‘pat:.on of all in_the process. "It belongs first of all to

_the poor peoples and t0 the poor among all peoples to bring avout
_ ‘their own advancement“ (5). rSocial transfermat:.on is not simply
‘a revelution for the people. The pedple. themselves-—above all the
peasants and the workers, - those who are exploited and . those who
“through 1njuetlce are on the fringes of society--must be the a-
gents of their own 11berat10n" (6). &nc that, not only. in order

- to. arnve at = soclety in which there is’ the same opportunlty

- for all, %but in which all fundamental questlons receive full a.nd
fequa.l treatment. = , , .

This llbemtion does not turn a person in upon h:.mself, The

L work of free man is not ego:.stzc. at the root of this entire vis-

“ien is conscience, alert and each .day active in service, in s0li-
. derity with other men. It is not my 1n‘cent10n t6 study here the
© profound- agreement between this conceptmn ‘and the GospelsI would .
. hardly have the space to develop it. It is however essentlal that

) we Christians be aware of the profound unl‘by of human ac'h:.v:x.ty and

. of the saving message of Christ. The Vatican II document The
) Church in the Modern World - (55) speaks of "a new humanism in
_whzch men is defined essentisally by the responsibility he assumes’

toward his brothers and in the face. of history". And it is Christ
.who. tells us, - "You know that those who are looked on as the lea~
-ders of nations command others &s masters, and that the. great of
. this world make. their poiwer: felt by others. It must not ‘be 80. a=

: V‘ntong you. Rather, he who ‘wishes %o become. great’ among you, let
him be, your: servant, and he who wishes to be first. -among you, ;letw Lo

he ‘servant of all. So too “the Son of Man has not come %o

be served but to serve,a.nd to glve his' 11fe aa a ransom for many"‘ S

(Mark. 20¢ 42-45).°

) Schumpeter,’ "Qheorze der ertschaft.hchen Entvucklung“' Collnl
©7 Glerk, "The Conditions of Econonnc Progress”.
2) Rostow, "The Stages of Economic Growth: ANon—Communis‘c Mamf‘esto" S

. Report on the Social Situation in Spain. I?OESSA, 1970, p. 36.-

"Let Us Not Build Injustice™, Statement of the Priests' Move-
ment ONIS in -the Daily. Express of Lima, July 27, 1970.
and (6) Clta,t:.ons teken from "The Theolog;ziof Tiberation" by

- Gustavo Gutierrez. This book, published (in Spanish) by Uni
versity Editions, Lima, December 1971’ was very useful to. me .
in helplng ’to focus my article. .
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The O‘bstacles on the Road 1o Development

‘ by Francleco IVERN B.j. o

In his article J. L. Velasco defmes the dlfferent concepte';
of development: From a ‘definition. of development that would tend -
to equate it with economic growth, %o a more soc:.al, global and’
organic concept, and flnally to. l1beratmn as a synonym for human
development. . V

The 1m;portance of economic .growth as & condition for
development is unwersally recognised. However, a mere sta-
tistical increase of income or growth rates does not necessai

rily mean development. For human ‘beings ' development means i
better nutrition, better housuxg and health facilities, better

education and longer lives. People also know thet the. increase, -

use end dletnbunon of their countries® wealth is determined . -

by & series of institutions and structures, at both national and -
international level, over which they heve litile or no control.
Hence their growing desire ‘not only: to have a fair share of the -
wealth- that is produced, but also fo partlclpa’ce act:.vely 1n all»

the declelons tha’t condltion thelr llves. '

) As development moves away from the purely econom:n.c a.ndl

closer -to the social and political, it gets also closer to man. .
By that very fact it. becomes more complex and difficult to rea= °
lise. The forces that perpetuate poverty and the state of de--
."pendence of developing - countries are many and powerful. ‘Some
gre within men himself, others outside him. They reinforce one -
" another and it is. desperately difflcult to break awe,y frcm them °
,and to ‘be free. : i

If to develop means to grow in freedom, ) man must f:.rst free
~ himself from all the constraints that enslave ‘"him: igmorance .
' selfishness, a sense of. dependence, supertition and fatalism. This
.., inner liberation must be accompanied-by liberation .from all the .
) extemal forces and ™ stmctures that demmnate, e,x'oloit emd de«»]
, ‘humam.ze. ) : . . . . . ‘

S ,What does it meen for us to be developed *ho be free? Untilfa
‘recently, for many this meant approaching the hodel symbolize by
T the wealthy and hlghly modermsed North Atlantic countries. Butr )
B tode;y thls model seems ‘not only unattaa.ne.ble ‘ut unattractive, o

Unattaznahle, because the com‘blnatmn of fevorable factorsl
‘ .which in the lgth century worked for the development of ‘the- weetemt

-9
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world exist mo longer: On the contrary, in develop:mg countrles'.'
f“.'ithose very factors dre worklng in the opposite’ alrect:.on and h:.nd .
" ering development. . Because of technologlcal and demogra;ph:.c gaps
*the distance between the rich and the poor nat:ums will remazn,_
. even w:.den, for a long time to come. .

: Unattractlve, because’ the so-called aevelope‘d ‘peoplés' are ”
' grow:l.ng diseénchinted with the type of man. and soc:Lety that the
'vso—called development has produced. This is partieularly ‘true

among the young people. While the developing world lomgs for

_freedom and ‘is willing to pay = high price for it, - the developed
world seems to have lost faith in it. Some even bel:n.eve that
-we can nd longer afford freedom,bm; must replace it with controls
. over man, his conduct and his culture: The attack is not so much
_on freedom itself,but on a way of life,a particular concept of . ha -
' ‘man progress a.nd freedom ‘that instead of liberating man has enslav ,

. ed him, ‘

Therefore, 1f developmen‘h is défined in tems of llberatmn, .

it applies - in different ways and degrees,of course-both to rich

and poor, 1o developed and developing countries, If the latter do
. not take sufficisnt account of this,they risk to get out of their
,present -tate of - dependence only to fall into another kind ‘of

subjection. In other words, if we apply to liberation and freedom
- thé samé narrow concept of progress that has charscterised up
_ - until now the development debate, we have not gone very far.

The definition of development in terms of liberation, hows
‘ever, offers us en opportunity to break awasy from a concrete
" historical model of development, with all its -ambiguous and
. transitory character, end to lay down - the basis for another
. .model, closer to the Christien 1deal. It ig for us an opportu-
‘ 'nlty, but also a. challenge. » ‘ o ‘ .

. As we pozn’bea out, the obstacles on the road to tme developb
“ment. and liberation sdre many: some in man hlmseli', others outside
hlm. The grave sin of injustice, that character;.ses today 8. world -

o flnds expressmn inuwnjust stmctures that oppress-’ and 1mprlson man.

and - prevent him from attaining the development and.. freedom *o whlch,

“le has-a ‘right. Christians: will have to - engage in a: paznful ami,'»'

,protracted struggle to- change those structures. Bat: smful struc X
tures have their roots in the hearts. and minds of ‘men. IT these.
do not change there ds- 1ittle hope of . ensur:.ng that -tomorrow's.
economic, .social and pollncal structures 'will be more 3ust and )
'-‘human that those of toda;y. . .




We have to fashion .the Christian man of .today: the "new man" ..
who, while meeting the needs of his highly socialised, scientific:
and technological age, will instil love, meaning and purpose inhu-
man life and endeavour. As Pope Paul states in Populorum Progres— )
sio: "If further development calls for the work of more and .more
technicians, even more necessary is the deep thought and reflec- .
tion of wise men in search of a new humenism which will enable mo
dern man to find himself anew by embracing the higher values. of
love and friendship, of prayer and contemplation." (m. 20)

The new Christian man and others who like him, even if they
do not call themselves Christians, are inspired by the same basic. -
principles and ideals, are the best guarantee that the road to in
tegral human development remains always open and accessible to all.

The well known words of Populorum Progressio de?ining
.integral human development as the development of "the whole’
‘man and of all men" give us the two dimensions that the new

humanism should have. -The vertical dimension -"the whole man"-
represents man's gradual opening to always higher wvalues and
perspectives: from the purely economic to the social and poli-
‘tical, from.the material to "the spiritual, from economic  and
political liberation to Christian freedom, ’

The horizontal dimension - "all men" = points to the need
for man's gradual opening to "others, to a more social and com-

munitarian conception of human existence: from one's own needs

or interests to those of the family, of the neighborhood, of the
village or city, of one's own country, of other countries and cul
tures, of other social groups.or classes, of the world.

These two dimensions closely inter-relate. There is no true
development along the vertical line without an equivalent develop
ment along the horizontal line: For us Christians, to have more,
and even to be more, is not an end in itself. It acquiresits full
meaning only when it is open to others and when it also enables
those who are less to become more. On the other hand, there is no
“true opening to others, in a spirit of respect, love and solidar-
ity, without a personal enrichment and without getting closer to.
higher splrltual values and to God, :

When there is a’ "blocage" (vlock)’ along one of these dimeni-,
'sions, or a "décalage" (time-lag) between them, in the sense that
we develop more in one. direction than another, or when the itwo di
mensions do not inter-relate or meet, then we have a.source of un.

S
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der»development. %’#e have also a potentlal oppressor and 2 no+en-—
‘%ial oppressed or v;enm of . injustice. . From the point of view
cof development and justice, verticalism or angellsm are as per
‘nicious as borigontalism or materialism, rugged individualism . as
dangerous as exaggerated collectivism.. The vertical and horizontal
dlmensmns of buman development and the points where they eross;
" provide us with an instrument, a system of coordinates, to measure
the real development of am 1nd1vzduel, country or culture.

W%hat T called "blocages" and “décalages” exist in all of us
and in the societies in which we live. A Tirst step is to realisze
that they exist. This is why the development of a critical sense;
“of a chscernlgg mind in the true Christian and spiritual sense of
-this word, 1is a necessary condition for true development and =8
f:.rst step towards liberatlon.

- Human development has to be conste.ntly purified and perfected
by the power of Chrlst‘s cross and resurrection. It can only be.
.achieved through privation and sacrifice. This message is sorely
_needed today when the aimof development seems to be the"maximisation"
“of production,of income and of material comfort,and when an indis
‘eriminate use of the world's resouvces threatens our very life and

' _freedom.The Christian conception of saerifice,simplicity and mode-
"r‘ations have not only a purely religious- value detached from the
realities of human development,but are also anessentlal conaxt:.on
to achleve a more human and - just world.

Today l:.ke yes‘terda,y, ‘Christ is the. ideal to be kept in mind
when we work towards this new humanism.On the cross man was recon
‘ciled with God,with 0ther mern end with himself. The whole man and’
‘all men. were llberated from sin end all ids consequences.In Christ
‘the horizontal znd vertical dimensions of human existence perfectlj

' meto It was also on ‘the croes that jubtice was done, .
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ACTIVE CONCERN FOR DEVELOPMENT PART OF CLC, SPIRITUALITY
v by Nluholas Rleman s.J.

An active concern for the '"develoﬁment of the whole man and
of "all men" - is of the very essence of the CLC way of life. Our
GENERAL PRINCIPLES (hereafter, GP) -are very clear on this. More,’

- they are quite specific about" the elements thls must 1nclude. Let
us look at them. : : s : :

First,: the GP stress that the servicé of man, .all men, is a
key facet of the way of living of our Communities. The. preamble
of the document says that it was composed to help us: give. our
selves to God "in loving and serving all mankind in the world of’
today" (GP'1).. The aim of CLC is stated as being that of forming

committed persons "for service 'to the Church and the world in ev- '

ery area of llfe"(3) Article 5 declares that we. ‘collaborate with.
the bishops and. that we "share their concern for the problems and.
_the progress of mankind", = Speaking of Mary, the GP say that\by
our union with her "we_confirm our own mission of: service. to the.
world™ (8)., Clearly_ then, the GENERAL PRINCIPLES see the service
"of a1l men as part and- parcel of our way of life--as an expres-
sion of our gift of self to God, of our union with Mary, of our .
sense of the Church. . ‘ o B

The GP show too that the‘inspiration for our commitment to-

development is found in Christ. TImplied in many places, = this is -

strikingly put in asrticle 7: "Our. life finds its permanent inspi- _
ration in the Gospel of the poor and humble Christ, so that we

work in a spirit of service to establish justice and peace among

all, men" And later ‘ons- "This way of life....requires of each

member simplicity in all_ aspects of living in order to follow

more - closely Christ in hls poverty..." (ll)

But our CLC guldellnes are much more spe01f1c. 'They insist
that our action include efforts to eliminate the causes of 1n3u<-.'
tice. In what might be termed allusions to the "pedagogy" or the
"strategy"- of development, they' give priority. to efforts to
_"change the system", that is,  to renovating and influencing in- )
stitutions and structures' that impede justice: "We are aware that’
we must consecrate oarselves first of all to_ the renewal and i

sanctlflcatlon of thé temporal order” (7). ihe.same article: ,-we
. must "work for the reform of the structures_of society" by "par-
~ ticipating in- efforts to liberate the-vietims of all forms of
discrimination®. A statement of remarkable vision, - considering .
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that it was wrltten flve ‘years ago‘;‘Thefsame:streés, on. structu—
‘rpl change is found in Number 11, . which says that our apostolic
- commitment is dlrected "especzally to “the: renewal of the 1nst1tu—
'*ktlons of soc1ety". :

S The GP glve »oo a certain orlentatzon to - éevelonment act1v1-A
% iy, _suggesting that it be channeled’ partlcularly through our per—.

~sonal skills, our occupatlon, our 1life situation.. The preamble .

{2) hints at this, speaking of "the uniquenesg of each personal
vocation®. " Article 3 adds: . "To prepare members more effectively.
for the apostolate, each- group assembles people. of like gualities
and organizes itself to suit their needs", Number 12 speaka more

‘Aclearly, giving the “traditional’ CLO approach that "each group is

erdinarily composed of persons of like qualltles, such as agey
,{prof6351on,' state of/llfe,l ete, M. It is clear from the history
‘oof . our Communltles that +the reason’ for such grouplngs ig that
" they orient one's ‘action (including one* s actwon for Justlce, de~

‘glopment llberatlon) “fowards one's- own age .group, ~one's own
profession or occupatlon, one's own llfe situation. - Since activ=-
‘ity of this sort is obviously greatly aided . by a certain huimen
and profe551onal competence, . Number 11 states that thls requires
- of a member "an effort o strive to develop. his human gualities

and professional skills so as fo beeome ever. more campetent and
conv1n01ng in his witness". . .

o Flnally, the PBINCIPLES env151on that our efforts to advance
.Justice and liberation not be isolated, but operate. in a frame-
“work of collaboration, wutual support and‘commuhitv discernment.
Already in article 2 .we “say that our aim is "to work together
‘ with the whole Feople of God for progress and peace, justice and
ﬂ‘charlty, liberty and the dignity of - a2ll men". Agaln,' "Qur re-
o sponsibility to. develop the bonds’of . communlty does not stop wlth
our own group, but extends™ to the:whole CLC: mOVCment '"the ‘whole

Church and to all men of good will® (6). Article IT describes .

what Community collaboratlon 1nvolves, ‘saying that each -ocne
o §hould be "always ready to: give and receive- fraternal adv1ce and
© aid". The article on apostolic life goes- further. ‘After saying.

o that: prlorlty should normally be glven to 1nf1uenc1ng -the - tem—,qu

- poral order, it adds: "To accomplish this, ‘the _group helps us; in

. particular by the *revision of life'’ {enquiry)  practiced in-com-

’f,;mon" and "teaches us also 1o dlscern what: is: ‘most’ urgent: and Ui

~versal® (?)., Without specifying a precise method, ‘the’ GP clearly -
intend that each Communlty {and. of course, natlonal federations
end indeed the worldwide Christian Life’ Communlty) search out to-
) gether what the faets. and problems and needs are:xxthe broad area
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of development what llght the Gaspel and the teachlng and exper«1'
1ence of the Church shed on them,  which needs are most pressing
and universal, and how the 1ndiv1dual members with their human
and profe331onal skills, or the group as a whole, can take effec—_
“tive action. And -all this is to take place in a ¢élimate of dis~ . -
cernment (7, 12), "always at the disposal of God™ (2), through "a
spirituality which .opens and disposes us to whatever God w1shes
in each concrete 31tuatlon of our- dally exmstence“ (4)

‘The GENERAL ,PRINCIPLES,, then, both*pdint us ‘t’oward action
- for development, and give us precious guidelines as t0 how 1o go
about it. But. how do these excellent guidelines become part of
the way of life of Communltles and of their members? -Let us have .
- no illusions: it does not happen by reading them,or hearing talks =~
on them, or by dlscu531ons about them—~though all of these things
help. It comes above all from an organic formation program in CLC:
spirituality, be ginning. when we first come to a Communlty as cane
- didates, and’ contlnulng all our lives. Por development is not an
oceasional actlon, or .even an ‘attitude added--onc It is an essen—~
tial part of our splrltuallty. The way,’ then, to. develop in our:-
members concern and actioun for justice and liberatlon 15 tw ef—
fectlve growth in that splrltuallty, (R

Vhere do we get our splrltuallty° The GP‘ tell us. - "The
spirituelity of our groups ...draws from the Sacred Sorlptures,f g
the liturgy, the doctrinal development of <the Church,  the Tev— -
elation.of -God's will through the needs of ‘our times. We hold -
the Splrltual Exercises of St. Ignatlus s a spe01flc source..."\i
(4). A word on each of these. '

We must readAthe"Bible, discuss it-~yes. ' But much more, we’
must ponder it daily in our personal prayer. There we find God's
whole plan of salvation as the Bible unfolds it; we find theé
central -Gospel message-»love of God and of others. In particular
we must pray over the’ .elements most directly touching on “justice,
love of others, community: the Good Samaritan, the commandment of
love, the Last Judghent scene, the first epistle of John, the 1et“‘
ter of James, Paul on the Mystlcal Body, etc, o

The lltur our second source, can help-us much to grow in
our commitment to austlce and human liberation--if we take part.
in it often, if we use and ponder the many texts in it that bear
on effective love of others, if through community and personal
reflection we link it to dally events, problems, expemences° V

Our third source, "the doetrinal: development of the Church"
tekes us straight to ‘development: - Paul VI's PRGGRESSIO POPULORUM
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(The Development of . es) \
'vc,ard;nal‘ﬁoy), V also the 1971 B shops' Synod 'tatement on’ JUS—‘
ICE IN THE WORLD. Do we use. these for CLC readlng, ’calks, dig. -
“cussions, but most.of all.do we, inleldually or as a Communlty,,
f}use them sometlmes for mental prayer and rev1smn of llfe‘? v

) And our splmt‘uall’cy draws too on. the needs of our t:unes,_ln
Cand - through which God is speaking to us. Do our Cammunlty exX—
o changes and panels--and especz.ally our prayer, both shared -and

.. 'personal--use somebimes as subject matter the anti-war demonstra- -

"tions; the hippies, 'the Peace Corps, th.e drug addlcts or some: of
*the popular songs" 7 o o ’ : B - g
, All of these sources are con“balned S in an intensive and ex—
. tensive form, - in the Spiritugl Exercises. . It is. then above:all
“-from the Exercises that will come our clear grasp of’ wha’c develop

“mént means, - our profound concern for i%, our solid. and persever- ' -
.- -.ing commitment to it.: But this re'qu'iresr that we experience the
.. ‘Bxercises at some length,.in a c¢ontext ‘khat fosters prolonged and

" deep personal prayer under guldance thet is at once authentically
. Ignatian and comple‘bely modern. In such - an experience one- will
. learn well from the. Principle znd Foundatlon ‘that all sub-human

o reality is. 1n’cenderl to  be for the use and benefit of “"man"--not

“"just of me. One will grasp that the kirigdom of Chrlst ) whleh we'
are called to help bring. into belng both here and later on,. is

%an eternsl and universal kingdom, a kingdom of truth and life, 2

. men.

'kxngdom of holiness and. grace, a. klngdom of justice, love and
- peace" (Preface Feast of Christ the Klng) The meditation on the
- Two Standards will appear as what it is, - ‘a view of two different
o ways of llfe, the "getting" kind of life and the "givihg" kind of
. life=wand only- the ‘second klnd can advance development: The "e-
11ect10n" or decision in the Exercises, though its specifics may
vary, will be understood as a choice at whatever. peruonal cost
- of what will most con'brlbute to the gloxy of God and the good of
Vsouls--—whlch is just another. way of saying,  what will .in fact
© ~most advance “t;he fullest developmen‘b of the whole man and of all

Wof means 1nd1v3.<iual and collectlve, but esp czally pray

“all will . we _&row in the kind of- understandlng, ‘concern and c»om— :

- mltment to dev‘elopmen‘c that is needed if we-deeply and at length -

and often draw on the authentic Splrl’cual Exercises, for they ‘are
he charactems“bic 1nstrument of our splrltuallty" (4} .

The GENERAL PRINCIPLES make cléar then tha‘c concern and ac-'
. tlon for development is an. essentlal part of our- spirituality. .
End s0 the bést way "to effectlvely furthér action for - develop-'
}ment in - our Commum.tles and by thezr members 1s ’co foster that :
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" Pederation of (CLC.....
. _

That is a question that could come to-the mind-of more than
one reader when learning of the decision of the EXecutive Coun-
cil. How real are its chances of effective collaboration? How
can it accomplish its work? Those are two gquestions to which we
will try to give here at least part of an answer. '

An international group

This Work—Group is made up of nine members, from as many
countries, representing five continents, under the leadership.of
José Luis VELASCO of Spain. The group will -first of all be a
platform for discussion between CLC members of different origin
and different sensibilities, but united by a common concern to be
themselves and to aid each member of the Communities' to be an
"agent of ‘development”. Its.international character should make
it an efficacious instrument for dialogue, .for mutual aid and for;
collaboration betweentheCLCsofpoor countriesandrich countries.

A work—groug _
whose members are aware of-difficulties in the way of their:
meeting (with such distances to contend with, how could they'meet;
Voften'), and are ready to make up for the lack of meetings by a"
real personal commitment which 1mn11es a permanent relationship
with the CLCs and the member—correspondents of different coun-
tries. It will be a work of reflection, of formation, of action,
but under the severe and necessary limitations of written commu-
nication. An exchange of views, a sharing of each other's exper-
iences, and reflection together will constitute the first step.-

A unity in service

We are, for the most part,s eneitized to the nroblem of under
development ‘but we are also, for the most part, baffled embarf
rassed,ineffective because we do not know where to begin, nor how
to take hold of it. It is here that the work-group can and should
help usS. - .

YES, :by:giving us .the elements which wiilrshed light on our
efforts, by furnishing us with information which will deepen.our
reflection,by transmitting to us experiences which will stimulate
our action,by making us discover that, whatever be our professiém:
“or our situation, we-can live this essential dimension which is:
‘solidarity, by helping us to discern_together.the priorities at
a given time. . o :

There is the task of inspiration, ‘of stimulation ‘and of coordina
tion that this Work-Group sets for itself. ' It is in this\freme—
work that it puts itself at our service. = .- o

P
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EXPERTENCES
m

R e publleh here an mccount of some of the actual- experl'-'
~ences of- Gcmmunltles of Chmstlan Life in different con-
. tinents. - Thel“r variety and. thelr insertion into the loc
‘el sltuatlon express alike an’ alert,senmt:.v:tty to the
needs .of ‘the surrounding mllleu, a concern for educa-
tion, & wzll to transform.  They sketch for us. 'too-—w:.th- .
out at all ex.haustlng the subgect——how many dlfferent~
kinds of actlon are pocs:l.ble. B

" Bach of them poses a ques’clon for the attentlve reajder;
'if he knows how to find in the .sharing of an. expemence
a‘call to solldarlty a.nd to communlon.

"FE Y AI:EGRIA" ,.: MOVLMTEI\T FOR INTEGRAL POPULAR EDUCATION

WFE Y ALEGRIA"l wegs . born in a Sodallty of Our Lady wha.ch
tmth wag a "small Chrlstlan Life Comum.ty" at aunlversz.ty.

At the end of 1955 "FE Y ALEGRIA" undertook awork of- soclal -
promotion in a slum on the edge of ‘the city. The basic pur—
pose was to bring about social change by means of. educatwn. .
to help -people to discover their own possibilities, .so thdt
they could then on thelr own discover all the other thlngs.

Ly
‘N
| B2
Sz
U.
B
.;A

) " The first ‘step was very elementary. A hundred small chil-
i»dren seated on the ground in the care of - 'two young girls with
qnly a primary education degree. Its financial- support came from‘

~the aid sought for by the Sodalists and, .a llttle later, from an

Office of Public Relatlons——really one full—tlme promoter-—who -

: went about the city of Caracas visiting persons and sélling them
the 1dea of a commum.ty edueatlon progect in favor of the slum
,,deellers near the city. : s

" The first school was held on g sn.te furmshed for noth:.ng by'
‘,a brlcklayer, fatehr of eighit chlldren. ) .

Bes:.des coordlnatlng the dlfferent elemen‘cs whlc;h must be o

E l,iﬁtegrated into "FE Y A_LEGRI&",' my own effort was concentrated on
- human resources, . seeklng out first' of all the full, eooneratlon of

-committed people. I found a- great generoelty in the rellglous

’ communltles, ‘To put it in a few words, -let me. say- ‘bhat today -
there are over. three hundred -sisters. working full time' in "FE Y
ALI.‘GRIA" They belong to Jover flfty dlfferent 1ns1tutes and

"”1:Lg3_ous congregatlons. A ‘ e o

The spread of "FE Y ALEGRIA“ te twenty-s:.x eltles’ovaenezue

—"a and later to Ecuador, Peru, Bollv1a, Colambla, Panama and El, ap :

Lo Falth and Joy. "Gazety" may translate 11; even be’c’cer than Joy,‘




fSalvador.as due'to the alm, already partly reallzed of glVlng lt,5

a Tatin- Amerlcan dimension. We who-work 1n HFE Y ALEGRIA" believe

that only through a continental effort ih. our America will 1t Ye
pos51ble to- muster sufficient- publlc oplnlon “and suff1c1ent v01ce}
to achieve in our nations gust laws in favor of equallty af edu—‘
cailonal opportunlty for all 01tlzens. . R

Such. an’. achlevement w111 be the result of ralslng the levelr

‘of the people on the fringe of society and so meking them capablef"

of exercising the necessary pressure on publlc oplnlon and on gov
ernments.

Today "FE Y ALEGRIA" counts elghtv-flve thousand gtudents 1n‘ 
two hundred educatlonal centers scattered in the countrles named..

“FE Y ALEGRIA“ " has, sought above all native resourees, and.
_ ‘has a rather negative experience with European ‘or North American -
v;cooperatlon. The Christien Iifé Communities from outside Tatin -
.America have had some contacis ‘With us,” but up' till now we have .
not beep able to recognlze 1n them an effectlve declslon to coop-
) erate. . W '

I some European or North Amerlcan CLG would be sufflclent—j;
ly well~1nf0rmed and. generous enough to také account ef the fact.
that wé are truly an adult movement, it mlght be able to be- off
help to us in the following. waysi C -

l) Offer us human resources, people of real cempetence w1111ng
to be 1ntegrated 1nto our program urider our guldance.

‘~:25'Dlscuss W1th '"FE e ALEGRIA" ‘the flnan01al support the CLCS’
might glve to one of our prOJects. Eigey,
a) An. Offlce for the Promotlon of” Human and Economic Resour~

Lces for "FE Y ALEGRIA" accordlng 1o norms fully approvedh‘,}f'

,kvby us. : .
b} The stafflng of a teacher tralnlng senool of “FE’Y ALE~,;
- GRIA". . : :
"¢) An Dffice of Plannlng and PrOJects for YFE Y ALEGRIA.
d) A Technical and Cattle-farming Secondary School. -
‘e) A progran of Communlty Organlzatlan in: Cooperatlves andf
,for the Clv1l ngbts of the Pgor. o

In -general the Eurcopean or North Amerlcan mentallty tends to"'
impose on us its projects and its way of acting. ' We ‘might arrivej
“at some collaboration if it is recognized that- we know our own-

countries best and ‘that we have @ accumulated an experlence togrw

'whlch they can. w1th full confidence give cooperatlon.

- In general we can. say that we have unlmmited human resourcest
1f we can -find the proportlonate economlc support they deserve.

T - Tt would. be up to CLC to open dlalogue w1th us, cn,the propos;
;als 1nd1cated. :

José Marla Velaz sag.
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' :‘19?2. Strangé as :Lt may . seem,:

1 oldest boy was. our teacher.‘

“né al'tematlvéé', f
. ,the wacr in consclence.‘

B:Lty. Sometme durlng His last year a groﬁp ofﬂ: tud—; l
& Charles was ‘one of them, 'l‘hls act‘

'war :as no ‘80 utlon for
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on the other hand we see the search for peace as part of the ;V

" whole struggle for human liberation.~ a recognition of the funda-"

mental worth of each human being for whom Christ died. We shere a -
“profound convietion that we must help to develop alternative pol-“
itical and economic structures which will promote full human dev-

-elopment for all men, In accordance with recent Papal teachlng we -
pledge ourselves to work for & new world order based - not ‘on mad .

competition for military, economic, or political power - but based
on & spirit of fraternal collaboration - sharing the resources. ofﬂ
this world with the whole family of- man,

To make a lOng story short, Charles fznally did receive clas_
gification as a CO (consclentzous gbjector),served his alternative

service to the satisfaction of officialdom znd is now preparlng*‘”

- to enter law school. Our second and third boys, who are of draft
age, are also conscientious- obaectors. .

‘Betty LEONE

SEVA NIKETAN.

‘The theme chosen for World CLC Day thls year is 'Development
of the whole man and of all men' - a most relevant theme for
us in India. Now, what are some’ of the concrete projeets
through which we in India strlve after th1s vital goal°

One such attempt.is Seva Nikbtan, the National CLiM Centre,
. {formerly Sodality House)- & Socio-pastoral Centre, situated

the teeming metropolis of Bombay. This experiment provides trainﬁ .

ing in Christian Apostolic Commitment and is Aimed at building up
of activities. Thus we feel that the problem of Development, so
‘erucial for countries of the Third World,may be tackled at a grasg

roots level from thhln the  community 1tself~ ‘

Among the actzv;tles crganlsed in the pastoral fleld the 3
that have become a .permanent feature of every year's programme are
the Leadership Camps, Public Speaking Courses and Seminars. Two
Leadership Camps of 8-days® duration, organised by the Bombay CIM.
Federation; are conducted by Seva Niketan mainly for the working
youth of the city. The main purpose of these camps is . to provide
opportunities  to- “the participants to learn, in a practical way,
about the nature of Leadership through psychological techniques
designed to develop initiative. and ability to handle problems and -

o o -2l
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-~ communicate ideas. These camps have proved-most useful in produc-
- ing a core of dynamic young people who return to' their milieu en-
thusiastic and trained to carry out their mission in the world.
Public -Speaking Courses conducted at several parts of the city by
the Christian Speakers Forum of Seva Niketan, have every year
fostered motivation and initiated over seventy-five or eighty
people from all walks of life in the techniques of ‘speaking with
~confidence in public.” The Course is based on Fr. James Keller's
. book  'How to become a Leader'. These courses are being conducted
for the last seven years by the CLM group of Seva Niketan. A 3-or
4-day Action-oriented Seminaron Social Work is 'A Living Christian
Experience' based on the CIM way of life,where experiences in the
" apostolate are shared in small groups. Likewise quarterly Action-
oriented Seminars on Urban Social Work as follow-ups of the previous
courses are a regular and fruitful activity. For the last 4 years
too - Seva Niketan has also been organising 5-day Urban Welfare
Seminars for young priests, once every term,to initiate them into
the ministry end give them an exposure to the main problems in an
Urban set-up and share their experiences with CLMers of the city.

An important feature of all these camps and Seminars are the
moving Liturgical services with their meaningful = participation
through spontaneous prayer and joyful singing which make - them a
deep spiritual experience for many of the delegates. HRetreats,
" Recollections and talks on subjects of interest to the Catholic
layman ‘are also organised from time to time to help our lay people
enrich their splrltual llfe.

Moreover the Mornlng Stdr, a monthly publication invites
ClMers of all over the country to share their experlences in Chris
’ tlan living and in the apostolate. -

» In a city like Bombay where social ills are rampant Seva Ni-
ketan realized the felt need of launching into the field of social.
apostolate in order to give the CIM Units of diocese &nd country
a concrete demonstration of how to translate into action some of
the resolutions taken. at these camps and Seminars. And so grew up
- what today is called the Social Service Centre of Seva Niketan.

The following are the sotial work activities carried out at
Seva. Niketan mostly with the help of six professional trained
social workers.in collaboration with a good number of volunteers,
many of them CLMers of our group as well as of other groups of
the city: .
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Fam:.lz Se rvice: An experlenced social worker arra.nges for rev
. ferra.ls and guidance on fam:.ly problems.

Emglo}@_en'b Bureau: Candidates are competently tested and
: prepared for interviews by a team of trained
- workers and volunteers. A sponsorship Scheme =
helps deservlng candidates learna ;ob—-or.\.ented :
sklllo
. Dispensary: = Six honorary doctors one nurse and volunteers s
. 'offer complete service to an average of 100
patients dally. X-Ray, Screening done by a
Radiologist., Pathology: Tests daily - carrie :
ut by a laboratory technie:.an. T :
' Child Guidance Cliniec: - Treatment’ and gu:.de.nce offered by a
. Psychiatrist, 2 Paychologists, speech thera-a .
plst and a pedlatncxan socla.l worker. :

Counselllng Bureaus: Samaritans - Psych:mtmst Psychiatrlc‘ -
soeial worker and befrienders help- solve ‘emo
‘b;\.onal problems of adults.

Yk

Marriage Counsellinz Bureau- Gu:.dance by a team of experts.

Legal Bureau: Offers profess:.onal help u.nder a panel of ho.'
~ ‘ norary lawyers. L
Alcohollc Informat:.on Centre' Imparts lnfoma.tlon abont alcov

. hol:.sm. R .

hree Gommunrtx Projscts: Conducted by three full-'bz.me tra:.ned" :
; Commtmzty prganlzers. ‘A =

.. .

Three mio‘oile Medical Um.ts' Each comprlses a dcctar, ?t’v,\‘o”
‘nurses,one social worker and volunteers oper
ating in the communlty pro,jects. B R

Future Ple}is: Bxylng—-out-Cen‘cre.~ Lo * prova.de {shelter and
R condnionmg to destltute alcoholics.

Seva N1ketan has" indeed come a 1ong way since ite 1ncept10n
in 1958. But is has yet far %o go, if our vision of a country,-
llberated from a.ll oppressn.ng ‘evils, «'and where ‘the aspzrat;on of
today's mem ‘for a climate of freedom and  of more human . living = -
conditions in which he can grow o matmty and self-f‘ulf:.lment ‘-» -
is to become a reallty.

J. PUJOL s.j
- 23
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—‘I‘HE STATEMENT OF THE PHILIFPINE NATIONAL FEDERATION oF CLCs
DECEMBER 19'{1.

The Philippine Nationdl TPederation of Christian Life Come
munities feeling the urgency of the times, affirms along
with other concerned groups, the task of liberating our
people and help:.ng fowards the to‘sal development of the
nations

- We affirm that as Christians we are called to this work of
liberation and development. 'We believe that it is part of
our Christian witness to affirm that the work of liberation
-and- development is & fulfillment of the Gesign of the Father.

0t e R L'*;l—‘i v

A

-+ In viewof this we set for ourselves the following priorities
- as imperatives to be carried out and implemented. We shall seek
) their implementation in our respective units, exen as we itake.a
stand on these peints as a National Federation. :
A \
) l. We will carry out a program towards the formatmn of the.
authent:.c Ghrist:.a.n, we will seek the formation and practice of a-
. 'llturgy that incorporates Filipino life:. its values, culture and
_ problems. :

2., We w111 work and f:l,ght for the equltable dlstr:.'butlon of .

fgoods and resources snd help set up the structures that support
this equitable distribution. .

" 3. We shall help to carry out the task of liberation: to work .
©  with the victims of oppression so that they may come out in full
freedom and development; to work with those who unknowingly have
lent themselves to the dehumamzmg conditions for they too are
.in need of llberatlon. We shall work for the development of the
ltotal man, )

- 4. The monopoly of political power, a damaglng of f~shoot of

. our pseudo-democracy,continues to be the cause of so much injustice

“-and violence. We will ‘do in our power, what we can as a Christian
. community to help breek thls source of tyrany and injuetice,

) 5 We call for an educatmnal system. that ’cw.ly forms soc:.al
' consciousness in us, ' Filipinos; ' we demand that the educational
_ process truly and effectively. plant. 1n the F:Lllplno a knowledge
- and pursuit of human velues. '

4




We are aware that this is a tremendous task that we have
taken upon ourselves. We perceive the painful implicationsof this
Christian affirmation. But we dare not Xeep silence,for the cause
of the many injustices and inhumanities we want to fight against
can very well be laid at our feet. In these urgent.times, to keep
silence and not take a stand, +to take a stand znd not %o act on
it, is to deny the very essence of our Chrlstlan comm:.tment. ; '

(This statement was - approved - and formulated during the Natlonal )
General Council Meeting at Zamboanga City, Dec. 26 to 30, 1971)

s

SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME ?

Cycling to Understanding

A dozen boys cycling. up a hill, puffing because the going is -
hard, sweating because the sun is hot, making slow progress
because they are more used %o cars than propelling themsel-
" ves. At the time. of writing that is just what is happening
gomewhere in Rhodesia and it is not only plain exerc1se but,
an exercige in understa.ndlng.

B HAEY O DD

The boys ‘come from one of the Catholic multi-racial schools .
run by the Marist Brothers. At this school there are Asians,
Africans, Coloureds and Europeans - Christians, Hindus and Moslem
The spirit of the school is excellent and many barriers between
the races have been broken down. But in our. own individual fight
againstracism - the one that must continue all our life for pre-
_judice is not limited by age or place -.there is always work to
be done. A%t least that is the view of the Moderator of the Christ
ian Life Group and his members. He wz.shes to bind his small group
of twelve members together as much at possible. This group like
the school has representatives of all races. And during the pres-
~ent holidays, they set out on a three hundred mile trip together.
Their plan is to visit a mission there, a school $here. Perhaps
they will help to do some small jobs on the way. But the main aim:
of the trip is to grow in knowledge of and in union with each
other, - to break down  the barriers that separate each one of us
from our neighbour, even more so when the colour of our skin is
,different. Each evening they will get together to discuss common-
problems and to share their prayer, to deepen their splmtual un-—
derstandlng of love and service. -

Already during the term time, they have gone off now and ggain
on a Friday evening to spend the night in conversation on common top.
ics and then in the morning to share an hour of. prayer. This has
brought them together in'a marvellous way and it is hoped the trip
w:.ll bind them even closer,
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“Where's Peter ? .

Z"Where's Peter?", the _young. girl shouts out the bus w:l.ndow. The

" bus with two of the school groups is just about "to_ leave after,_

- 'the very enjoyable weekend ‘spent at the lakeside some twenty miles

. ~from Salisbury, The camp site is ‘called Pax Park and this is what
we have experlenced Peace.

‘; “Where's ‘Pe,ter?" she,shouts agaih. ' Gradually the bus is filling

" ‘up &nd soon will be leaving but still there is no 'sign of Peter..

_ The week-end of discussion between four school CLGs has ended in”
& rather rough and tumble rugger metch in which boys and glrls:
had tasken place and Peter has in fact dashed off for a quick shower. -
But the young girl was not to be disappointed.” A minute or two -
before the bus departs,- Peter - a. six foot, well built, son of.
. an African sub-inspector —~ arrives. to .arrange  another meeting
‘with his FEuropean friend. Probably she had had very few oppor- .
tunities to deal with Afrlca.ns in this context, having only seen
her family's servants. "Let's hope that Peter has helped to break *
down a barrler and has himself beneflted from. this weekend .inhis
flght agalnst ‘racial pre;]udlce. ’ ; - .

. gue Que 1972

: k‘Thls year, the annual Chrlstlan L:Lfe Schools Meetlng w111 be

itaklng place at the Marlst Brothers'College at Que Que, more
‘or'less bang in  the. Centre of Rhodesia. - Each year for more .than
ten years, there have been meetlngs ‘of th1s sort.. Some th:l.rt;r
schools w1ll te sendlng at least two representatives. However
"this year, we hope that it will.be more ‘multi-racial than ever.:
Sharlng dormltorles, shar:l.ng meals, . sharlng dlscuss:Lons, shar-
“ing problems, sharing recreation, we. hope that our CLG Movement
. will help to br1ng some of the you.ng people of thls country closer

2 o together.

P.AR.D. ,J*';'lfh(ii:?"wf
‘ ‘All of us here in’ Rhodes1a have to be on our guard agalnst
~Rac1a1 . Prejudice.. It can be .blatant or almost 1nv1s:.ble, public.

,or pr:Lvate. Recently a new group was formed People Agalnst Raclal'

can to help this new. body of men of good—w:.ll The battle agalnst‘
E »Raclsm is here a’ cont:l.nual one, all: CLG members must take part in

. taken together they add up to somethlng., Shape of thlngs to. come"«"
,At leaet we hope BO%: -
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T 7 "PIRST STEPS OF EUROPEAN COOPERATION IN
| o | THE FIELD OF DEVELOPMENT AND LIBERATION -

The Christian Life Communities of Europe have formed a Bur-
opean Equipe (Team), whose purpose is "to help the greatest.
possible number of people to live a more apostolic l:Lfe in
the spirit of the Spiritual Exerclses“

l WO WO

MANRESA *70 -

The year after it was establlshed the European ‘Bquipe assembled
. about 80 persons, leaders in the dlfferent national CLC federa-
tions, for a deliberation on the topic: "How can we promote an in -
creased awareness and a transformation of structures with the ‘aim
of achieving justice for those who live on the fringes of sbci=
" ety?™ . A questionnaire on the actual situation in Europe as re-
gards this problem was completed by the participants as vart off
an intensive preparstion for the gathemng. -

Spurred by this preparation, the I:’Ia.nresa participants sequired a
real grasp of the structures respons:t’ble for pover‘by and of the
rights of the poor. They concluded' :

1} It is necessary for our Communities to find 2 new style of
life,personel and communiterian, living together the love
of Christ poor in such a way that they will be a visible.
and effective sign directed toward the poor. ’

©2) It ies necessary that each one truly align himself with .
- those who are struggllng for a radlcal change in society. -

| FIRST : A DEEPER AWARENESS

“One must recognize that at Manresa the Christian Life Commﬁn‘
‘ities of Eurepe were not yet sufficiently sengitized norknowledge“ ;
able enough to be able to undertake a concrete actlon. It was clear -
that we needed to give top priority to this basic matter. It is
necessary to convince sll our members of ‘this need for change in
all the social structures of our western world, =and that only a -
radical conversion of Chrlstlans will be "able to effect such a
change. : -

Inl971 the English Pederation was the flrst to hold a meeting,
one for the English-speaking countries. The topic studied was
the Commen Market, .and especially what the expansion of the Com-
mon Market might mean for the less developed couniries. In Germa-
ny, & report prepared by a Work Group under the leadership of An-

‘dreas Hiter marked the start of reflectlon and of sensltlmng.

- 27




Dellberatlon for the LGerman-speaklng reglon Will’ be

& this’ coming August. In Prance’ too 'a gathering ‘on the ‘sub. =~

"The Life of’ Falth and Polltlcal Respons:.blllty will be
eld in August of thls year vn.th partlclpatlon from dlfferent
_eountries.

‘COMING EUROPEAN DELIBERATION

‘The efforts nowin prdgress in the different lang;iage regions.

 and the results that will ensue are pointing toward anew Delibera

_tion on the Buropean level. This would bring together the ef= -
. forts of European CICs and could env:Lsage the possibility of con-
_erete action, somethlng we, were not able to- achieve at Manress.
This deliberation is. already in the planm.ng stage and a Buropean -
. Work Group -has been formed w:.th this in view:. The acceptable res
_ ponse for.us will involve flrst of allfreeing ourselves from éx-
~ cessive. concern for and attachment to money and possesions. ’

? ,AND THEN - CONCRETE ACTION

i} The Equipe has taken some steps in thls direction. The General
Assembly of Manresa invited us to cooperate- wholeheartedly and
~‘gincerely with the organizations already -at work in the develop-
ment sector. To engage in" such cooperatlon, one must know .who .
‘they are. The "Action Groups for International Develepment“ eg—
~tablighed in 1970 a ‘temporary international secretariat to main-
- tain ‘and extend these contaets. Iis activities as well as a list
~'of. the principal organizations working for development have been
“brought to the attention of the national federations. But-the
. questlon posed at Manresa, and which remains, is how the work now
..-in progress can more fully ™"give support to the action of our
~‘comrades, already- committed or asked to commlt themselves in such

" a way that it w:.ll make possibles

-a sensrbmxng and a real collaboratlon at the 1ntemat10nal lev
el :

-

bas:.c research into the real . and not aust the apparent causes
. of the evils that are noted )

'precJ.se “and bold relearch :mto the rad10a1 solutlons needed

a study of the. strategy of developmen’c focuszng on the key sec
tors, the most needy, the centers of decision

- the settlng in motion of selected methods of formation,  both
" for developing the spirit in which we wish to act (not at all
similar to certaln kinds of action that we know %oo ‘well),” and
" for-a study of particular development techmques as well as an.
,understandlng of the problems involved." .

Nlcholas ROORDA VAN EYSINGA




" AN ACTION OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

ST Last January,éuring the papal audience glven to the Execut:.ve
%»*Conncll .8 card was given to the popé by Betty. Leone. It was
 signed by all the members of the Ebcecutwe Council and bore the
follomng message*

“~‘Canvmun1tles, gratei‘ul for recent Papal- teachxngs on Justlce and
“,Pea.ce in the world, -lovingly urge our Holy Father. to- ‘continue to
“-emphasize the need for a_ sense . of communlty in the famlly of na-,
tlons- c e wro L ; - : R -

‘ a sense of eha.mng ra’cher than of competltlon B
a sense of human communlty rather than of na.rrow natlonalism

’ In. accora w:,th you we belleve there must be stressed the need

for alternatlve political and economic structures that: will pro-

. ;‘mote full human development for all men., -‘We support you in your

call for & new world order based,not on a mad competition for mil
dtary and economic. power but based on a spirit of fraternal collabix
{~orat10n--shar:mg the resources of this world- w11;h the whole family*
of man.

‘I'he only competltlon--to be first in 'l:he promot:.on of peace'",

" We are happy to° mfom all oar readers’ ‘who enswered
~ our appeal of last May that, thenks to their = gene-- -
. rosity, the necessary funds - “for our trip to Asia .
{ - “have been assembled. The" gifts .received (ranging

| from  the very modest ‘to the quite large) =nd the .~
K ‘enc(mraging ‘words - that a.ccompam.ed them, give-j :
‘witness ‘to more than simple Triendship. They are so
‘many sighs of - the peraonal commitment that gives to |

~our wo a commzm:.ty its vitahty and its dynamiam. e

ALI: A VERY WAR&! THANK YOU.
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THE GOSPEL = LIBERATION AND DEVELOPMENT- *Irjl

by Jacques SOMMET sl

Let us begln with something that actually heppened.7 Sev—-‘

eral years ago. a militant Marxist twenty years old, very involved

_'in things, completely ignorant of Christianity, enveloped inhis
closed mental un:weree, met the gospel., He happened to put his -
‘Hands on. & copy of the- Gospel of Saint Matthew. By :ichante he
~ read chapter 5:  the Beatitudes and the Sérmon on the Mount.,ﬂ:ﬁnd .
: after that he seJ.d' From now on I ca.nnot J@mre that. S . :

. Here then wae g man completely given over to 8 certaln
development project, and one that seemed %o make sense. ‘Towhere'
”dld the link between theory and practlce, .between organization
,;and liberation. seem. t0 him so clear as in his ovm pe.rty. And yet '
'the Gospel shed new hght on g1l of that.~

o Thls eplsode °uggests ’bhat we rethlnk these great questlons‘
-of our time in tems of the thrust of the Gospel. . Not “that the
Gospel hends us. some ‘magic fomula for an effectz.ve techn:.que.'_' .
ZBut at least it invites us to probe the meaning of. the key words
conta:med in our approach, end in this way to make some critical
,judgmen’cs about the future thet they propose to us. Development’-’
. leera’blon" - .

The . Gosgel e.mi Develogment

Let us take the  text of Matthew Cha,pter 5 at Verse l? Do

not think that I have come- 40 abolish the Law or the Prophets. I
‘have not come to abol:.sh them but  to' complete them.". Such- is,
éfter the Beatitudes,: the. first statement of Jesus Chrlst ‘in this
dlscourse,‘ at the moment where He wants ‘to specify what. is meant )

oy . "practical Chrlet:.an -gction”.: Wha:t: does this have. Ao do with
gdevelopment" To. unr}erstand this, . one: mast -go.. back to what was
‘mesnt by the ‘Law at this period. It was. not first. of g1l a. legal. -
"code in the way in wh:.ch we, ‘understand lt--somethlng which speci-
-fies rights. and. 1mposes regulatlons. -Rather the Jewish - Iaw re-
‘sembled . what we might c¢all.an "order of. ;)ustlce_ ; ==justice of
men and of 'God at the: seame Ttime.. Tt wes the " soeizl * .structure
which’ at that. time mede it poss:.ble for Jewish: soc:xety, - after

going through terrible triels, ~+0 be reconstltuted. There we are -

very ‘close, when we speak of the Jewz_sh Law at the time of Jesus, :
to ‘what would be called today "development" -On condi "on, that
- that develo})ment be taken ’co include the dynam:., aspectf of. -
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progress in a” just sdciety.l Let ué not forget that the People of
Israel had just found again its internal force as a society, af-
-ter going through’ the difficult situation of an occupied people,

by its renewéd adhesion to the Law, unitlng them in their social E

morality and in their fidelity to God. 'So too we must not be deceived:.
when Jesus in verses 21 and 27, 31 and 33, and 38, appeals to the
" Law, ‘He insists on the institutionsl and dynamic dimensions whiech -
a s6eiety simply must have if it is to emerge from die-hard immo-~ -
bility. Without the=e, it will break up. If we read and really.
hear these verses, we can say that the Gospel requires of practi- -
cal Christianity that it translate itself first of all into an -
_gaxﬁc advance in justice.. This is what we call, in its econom-
ic 'aspect, Develogment. A - Co

II ~ Lz‘oeratlon and the Sermon on the Mou.nt

) But the Gospel is not sa’czsfzed with the duty of dynam:.c ob- )
servance of the Lew, nor is the Christian satisfied with devels -

opment. A further step is necessary, startlng from the moment . ;

- when one has commztted cneself to development. '

" Let 'us come back to the Sermon on the Mount, s,tarting'yéitvh, .
Matthew Chapter 5, verse-2l, The structure of the disc(dursel is at
once cléar and subtle. Jesus Christ recalls the Law and the fact .

that it is not only necessary but is objective--applicable to. )

all. He says, "You [plural] have heard”, and cites the law(verse
21). 1In verse 27, "You [plural] have heard that it has been said
{to 211]".  4nd, in verse 31, "It has been said".  But this re-

minder issues each time in a personal appesl, an appeal to “che,‘, ‘

use of freedom. After verses 21 and 22 there is an abrupt move-

.ment to an invitation to consciznce acting in freedom -and  beyond .
the Law. This is. marked by the transition from "you"-—plura.l to .-

"you"-singular; it deals therefore with someth:.ng surpassing: the ~
Law. See for example verse 23, "If you [singular] present your
offering.. ", and verse 29, "If your[singular] eye is an occasion -
of sin to you...", 'and -again verse 42, "Give to him who asks you

,[smgular]...ﬂ This shift from you—plural to you—-s:.ngular is not =

~found after each praclamatlon of the Law. -But of the content
there can ‘be n6 doubty always Jesus is call:mg on man f;o freely;,j
g0 beyo —'the requzrements of the Law.

: Tn rterms ef eontemporary lzfe this has' & preclae meamng- .
the Gospel doea ‘not ecall us only %o tasks invelvirg the.organic

development “6f justice.  Instead the Christien who has read the

- Beatitudes ought to mové on from development to free activity to:

: ““‘31‘;




whlch he ig no’c obllgated.f This supposes tha’t;, running through
and beyond . collectlve /duties, there will be. other free decisions,
*;Lssulng from a generous love. This does not mean that the result-
“ing activity will be individual, but that the individual creative
decision is the source and the goal of development. In this sense
- development, for the Christian, is the necessary underpinmning for
“liberation; - but this implies an enthusiasm in the liberty and an
rlmaglnatlveness in its use whlch ‘goes beyond 'hhe orgam.c dlmen-

o s:.ons of develcpment.

;';“III The leerty oi’ the Sons of God

.

But all has not been sa:.d when oné “has described ‘bhe
relationship between development and ‘liberation. Something else.

must be made clear: for the Christian, true liberation is not the

'resul'b solely of his decision lived out by him salone and according
< to ‘his norms. leeratlon is human liberty supported and corrected
"By the creative liberty of God. The whole last part of the Sermon
on the Mount, beginming with Matthew Chapter 6 is structured.by a
. concern to put us on our guard ageinst decisions made entirely on
;-odr owd or from egoistic motives. Waat is there suggested is re—
ther an activity issuing from a continual dlalogue between our
" free sctions and the free actione of God: almosglvz.ng, prayer
and fasting--as well as the group ‘acts that these imply: ;justlce,
llturgy, ac‘tlon to elmlnate the hunger in ‘the world. -

Such is the broad path of Chrlstlan initiative in the world.
‘It is important to deal with questions of development, of that

‘-'orgam.c .justice which the “world situation calls for. This will

‘have to be accomplished by unleashlng those ‘initiatives in ‘the
. cause - of liberation by which persons, individuslly and collec='
1vely, give priority to development.- But persons are not freed
-except in en encounter with God, from whom freedom comes. Suchv
;" is the path opened up/ by the Rlsen Christ: ‘that of the Christian
‘vocation, which is the freedom of the. grown—up Children of God,
; ,-con‘blnually renewed and set free from *t;he:.r chains 'by the 11fe of,
o Chns’c in all. : S
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“OUR OWN EVANGELIZATION (1)
by Brother Mlchel, Tazzel"‘ 3

If reclproclty is to become a reallty in the Church, ‘bherw
~humber of missionaries which the Third World sends to the elderj

Christian countries will  have to grow. .To balance -the flow in. -

the other direction from the Churches, of Europe. and North Ameri-
ca, - thousands of ‘African, Asiatic and Latln—AmerJ.can Ghrls’clans
would have 10 be ready to - leave thelr land in order to brlng hopev‘
"bo “the. 1ndustrlallzed peoples. )

. That- the very poor should brlng hope $o. the rlch, surely. -
.that must seem a contradiction. Can one be the bearer of a mes—-
sage of hope among peoples who are more powerful and be’cter pro-

vided for materially? Is it not rather the nations whlch have .

"succeedéd” who should send messengers 0 the less fortunate? -And-
besides, it is said,  if~ there is a surplus of Asiatic or African
mlsslonarz.es, ‘would it not be better for them first to preach the - .
gospel  to the non~Christians around them, before ,mmlng towards .
Canada.or Holland? o . T

Throughout the history of the Church, - religious missionary
activity and cultural expansion have often gone together, It is
from peoples or empires in process of expansion that mlssmnarles
set out for subject countries or those intended for subaectmn.
‘S0 it was with the Roman missions to Ireland, %o England ahd to
central Europe in the fifth century. Later under Charlemagne it
was the Franks who pushed toward Scandinavia or the Slavic’ plains.
More than that, in the ZEast they encountered the emissaries of.
an6ther empire, the Byzantine, who were eva.ngellzlng ‘as far as
- Russia. After the first Christian millenium, Byzantium is in de~
-cline before the advance of Islam., -But western Europe, in full
‘economic and cultural development, 'throws itself ‘into the Cru-
sades, the mest ambitious and amblguous blend ever- attempted be-
tween m:.lltary and misgionary effort. In the fifteenth century
- the Ibeman pemnsula, a8 g result of its spréading influesicy;.
brings the sword and Ghrlstlanlty to® Asa.e.,' Africa and  the two
Amer:.cas, -kt ‘about the “same time,  Orthodox missioharies .leéave:

.Russ:_ fér Siberia. - Still later, during the industrial expan siom .
otestant cauntrles, the Reform Churches of a sudden -

"fv"b:.ply the:. mlss:.ohs, though they had been s:.ngularly :mactlve in

)y Afﬁicl’e vyhiéhﬂapp'eeﬁred in GOWUNION, ’vand (repr"oduc‘ed hei‘iéw w’ith_
generous authorization of the Community of Taize. ‘

N
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this field since their beginning. Finally, in the twentieth cen~
' tury, the United States, now.a great power, floods first Asia and
then Latin America with its military, commercial and religious
representatives. : :

The Christian minorities of Asia and Africa, and Latin Ameri
can Christianity too, are the heirs in our day of thiskindof
missionary activity. . In many respects these Churches are bodies
'somewhat alien, -marked by the influence of the dominant powers, -
By the grandeur of- their buildirgs--often, in.these couniries,
‘the Churches, ~the schools and the religious hospitals are the
most important buildings--and the international ramifications of
thelr personnel - and thelr finances, they "reflect .the- riches of
the countries whence came their missionaries. It is the same with
‘their customs, beglnnlng Wlt'h the ratlonal effectlveness of their
'organlzatlon-. : .

‘This short ‘review of hlstory shows that missionary effort
and économic and cultural expansion are ofteh inseparable. And
yet, it has not.always been so. Anyone_w1th even-a slight know-
. 1edge of CGhurch history knows well that the most rapid expansion
" the 'Church ever had . occurred when Christians were undergoing
bloody persecutions, “'when its members belonged. to the lower so-
cizl classes and ‘when their faith -came from an ‘obscure colonized
reglon, a small mlnorlty people.

iAlongside this obvious case, one ‘can cite other examples of
missionary efforts-that took their origin from & situation of ec- '
onomic and cultural ‘inferiority. -‘Thus the-Irish who evangelized
western Europe from. the sixth to the ninth century. Or, in our
day, the Pentecostal movements now in rapid expansion and which |
recruit their members above 2ll azmong the lower .social classes.-

"Another contemporary example comes from Islam. It  is grow-
ing in Africa more rapidly than Chiristianity, ahd yet without or-
ganized missionary effort and in spite of the fact that the Mos-
- lem countrles at present are not polltlcally or culturally domi=
na.nt. R

These examples _show that missionary  ‘activity has not al-
. ways been effected by peoples in the position of conquerors. = All

the same, the list of missionary actions that took their origin
from a situation of “weakness" is much shorter’ tha.n that of mis~ "~
"~ sions achieved w1th “muscle“.
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" The’ 'ﬁ%mbi‘em is of great importance today because all the
missions linked to the European expansion of -the last centuries
are in crisis.. “The. crims has many ceuses. The migsionaries: them

.selves no- longer wish to Ve at the same time messengers of Ghrlst S

and agents of a foreign power. The peoples who receive the mls-' ‘
sionaries refuse anything that would be a forced 1mpos:.t10n ‘of
- another culture. On the contrary, they are in search of their own =
“cultural identity in the midst of .current upheavals. The crlslsf

has a third cause, more complex. The technological ¢ivilization,

. which in our days .is  stretching out to include all the countries

of the world, finds severed the links which it .once was able to
have with the Christianity of the countries where- it arose. The
divorce betwsen this civilization and. the Christian missionary ef‘m
fort is then found in the value system of that technology 1tself,
- gquite as much as in its desire to be 1ndependent of the Churcheés:
And that techmology, let it be ssid in passing, spreads across

. kthe world far more effectzvely ’ohan any rellgion whatever, :
S

Fundamentally, what is. l'h that converts someone" What is 11’.7
that lets one be persuaded to ‘adhere to a new faith, with the- en-"
tirely new 1nterpretatlon of the world, of llfe, of death, that. it
’proposes" If theology “teaches that converslon is an effect- oyf ,
the grace of God, we must ask the questlon in ’chls way' ‘. how does’
grace act in br1ng1ng about a convers:.on" S T

Perhaps the fundamental argurent of" the- old-tlme mlss:.onaryg
might be put like $his: "The God that I preach is-the strongest!™
Or, today, "The God that I announce answers better the fundamen-
tal questions of existence!™ This kind of argument is well il-
lustrated by the technigue of Saint Bonifdce, missionary %o Ger—
many. To prove how well-founded his message was, Boniface seized -
an axe and cut down the sacred oa.k of the local forest dlv:mltles,
when nothing happened to him, ' we are told that he said: "It.is
.my God who is the gtrongest, bes:.de Him nothing is sacred'" Anoth
er 1llustrat10n, s’ull more spectacular snd more ancient: the’
prophet Elias ‘and his . challenge to the priests. of the nature,
Coeults (1 Kings 18:- 20-40) Here the confrontation ends with “the’
massacre of those who were. not heard by their gods. One. would :
mentwn 3190 the mlracles of” Jesus and of hig fxrst apostles., L

What is. hzghl;ghted in these examples is ’she pewer af Gediﬁ,{n
-, Now, ~ mlssmna%y aetivity whlch accompanies the ‘expansién-of.. an h
. empire. transforms this argument. ~In place of invoking the power

of God, it meKes use inevitably . of the power of its country of’
Orlgln s a pmof of the legltlmacy of its message. In 's0 far
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as . there is aplaus:.ble ;Ldentlflcatlon between the faith announced
and the power of -the ‘nation which sends_the annocuncer, this argu~
ment has weight. Thus,; the missionary who is well-fed and well-
s elothed, of tall stature and with = long beard, assured each

onth of his salary, armed with- his technolog:.cal knowledge and -
““his university training, how can he fail to impress the villager
- of New Guinea or the peasant of Bolivia when he speaks of his all-
powerful God‘? ‘Still, when the identification beiween the power .
‘~of the country which sends him and the faith he ammounces is no
longer opportune or becomes doubtful the argument ‘disappears.

) But what of those who preach the gospel from a sltuatlon of
:pOllth&l or economlc weakness? Their appeal is different. They
. can say,. "In spite of your lowliness, God is interesited in you
‘and is capable of helplng you, ‘just as He does for me “who am an-—

©..nduncing his Gospe_L" If the example of the preacher is authen~

Utie, “the argument is strong. Histoma.ns of the Church tell us
-that in ancient Rome the- Chrlstlans impressed others by tnelr sex
Tugl ethlcs—-respect for women, monogamous and permanent marrisge——
;’in a society in the’ process of breaking up, and by their lavish
. ‘care of the poor and the- dead-«-these last- the Christians assured
& -decent burial even when it was a questlon of the bodies of name‘
- less persons abandoned-in the street. In our’ day in Braszil, the
-Pentecostals are spreadlng in the slums by ’chelr close unlty and
" their spirit of ‘mituzl help, and by their observance of a strict

'jAmoral code, especlally striking in thelr total abstinence and

their real monogamy in a mllleu where alcohollsm and f:cee 1ove are
‘the mle. : . :

¥*.
E
‘ If” the missionaries of the ~Third World venture into the
- ¢ountries of older Christienity, they come there in-a ‘position of
infériority. - The international situstion makes their countries
. dependent and subject to many pressures a.nd even of direct infer-

ence. From time- to time. representatlves of. these poor countrles,, B

whether Christians or not, but. bearers of a méssage, moke appeal: ‘
‘g1l the same to the example of thelr OWn - clvz.llzatlon,“mcre human,
Eless hectie, more spontanecus". The appeal is not w1thout force .
- - giace these’ values are cmelly lack:mg in teclmologlcal civiliza~ -
““.tion. - However, the problem remains that no one is able to show
“how ‘one might benefit from +the acquisition of technology and at
the same -time not lose-=or find again--the human. values  of “soc-

iallsm,nelther the countries in the process of cha.nge Hor the- var - ‘

:Lous forms : of capltallsm have succeeded 1n maklng th:.s synthesm' '
na satlsfylng waya ) : :




) From -now on, mlsnlonary actmvmty will necessarlly have to
rid itself of all cultural reference.. In this regard. the situg-
tion will eventually, more and more, be the same for all miss—
ionaries, whether they come from rich or poor countries. Both
of them will have to achieve their results by the gospel message

.alone. One sees it well when the missionary .effort revolves too
much around tasks of econemic and cultural promotion: at the end
of acertain time therezlsno longer need to refer to the Chrlstian :
faith to pursue them. ‘

.. Prue enough, the sense of greater spontaneity shown by an
Africen missionary, for exemple, will happily complement or gues—
tion the habit of organization and of planning of a European. But
- that will rather be accidental. The essential méssage will remain
that of the dignity of man, .of every man, and his fundamental
equality before God, whatever be his nationality or culture or
race or social class. ) T :

This aspect of the Christian message is often not yet under-
stood, except in an intellectusl way =nd without really orienting
concrete 1ife. In our day one finds reappearing in many coun-
tries, ~ both rich and poor, a tendency to remain zt home, to iso-
late oneself within one's own frontiers. This trend .is present
in the political and economic fields. : It is 'seen toe in the
will to affirm or to forge an original national culture and per~ -
sonality. If it is question only of a transitory phase, such an
isolation can be of value, particularly for couniries in a sit-
uation of dependence.They can in this way gain the time they need
$o strengthen themselves, 1o find themselves, before they go out
to meet others on an equal footing. But these positive aspects -
never counterbalance the bad effects of isolation:- discriminat-
1on9 pregudlces, national pride, racism, cultural regression.

Unless, that 1s, the Church stsps in as the yesst of univer-
sality. If she is-able to stimulate the exchange of people, -of
ideas, of means, in such a way that there is real reciprocity,
she will give the example of an suthentic human brotherhood. For
this it helps. to multiply “visits";  and first of all, such as’

will bring to the people of the dominant natlons representatlve -

messengers from the 1nhab1tants of the poor countries. -

"It is out of this will come that brotherly communion byA
which the Christian message, stripped of all other support, will
ccme o be buttressed., One’ could not imagine anything better.
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AN ECUMENISM OF DEVELOPMENT”

by Jose ‘Maria GONZALEZ~RUIZ

i There are words which as 4 result of being mlsused by many
- different. people. lose their proper identity, and end hy being em-
xployed in senses completely the opposite.
: This is" the case with the word, "development™ when it is ap-
. ~plied %o the zdvance of humanity. Does it have a positive sense-—-
 really revolutionary-—or does it serve only to designate a reform
ism which appears to be progr9551ve but whieh in reality isg only
holdxng back ‘that advance° : .
In any case when we speak here of development, we place our~
selves on a Christian platform. Christians as such do not have a

' concrete political program to propose, one that competes with

other programs of different kinds in the great market of political

;‘fcptlons. The Holy Spirit has not guaranteed to. the Church a_mo-
" “nopoly on the 1nterpretatlon and the trensformation of this world

. -to which we belong and this history which we painfully forge to-
" gether. Thls is why &1l development, considered under its techni-
" cal aspect, - ought to shy away from employing the term; "Chris-
" tian%: democracy, development, -socialism, Trevolution are not
*Christian, but ne;ther are they necessarlly strangers to Chrzstl-

anltyc ’

i

. The questlon which we pose to ourselves in as far as. we are. -
Christisns is to know whether, in the face of the different pol-
ditical, economic and social options which are ‘at present in the
eir, it does rnot matter which one we select. Are we free to

': choose accordlng to our whim any one of the optlons?

5

The answer iB'categoricaI. NO. And it is prec1sely in this

'wiattltude when faced with the great options that one can first dig

VL cern and then achieve the- true Christian ecumenism: convergence
~in the same practzce of love. of _the ne;ghbor. -

. In the first place,"let us'recall that the Gospel is a Good -
News. ﬁut the announcement of this Good News does not mean-that
/it is .a heavenly discourse which maintains itself in a .neutral
J - equilibrium. Tet. us not. forget that the Beatitudes needed to
- be proclaimed at the same time as the Maledictions (Luke 63 20~
26)' Our love of man certainly must be unlversal, ‘but love in a
,double d1rect10n' love in favor of the poor, ‘the oppressed, the




~exploited, the under-developed; and love against the rich, the
‘oppressors, the exploiters, the authors of under-development. At
the moment when they go about discerning between the -different-
options, Christians cannot choose those whz.ch cover over or ha.de
-~ or mask thls palnful reallty.A / _

In the, second place, we Christians cannot forget that the -
bourgeois ideology ‘which at first carried the odor: of - anticleri- .
calism end anti-religion, ' learned latér on that the more profit- -~ -

_ able way was %o manipulate Christian consciénces and to make of
the preaching of the gospel a justification for and & benediction .
upon their fundamental attitudes. The German sociologist Max Web-
er has emphasized the decisive influence of the Protestant ethic
on the birth and the development of capitaliem. But we ought to
recognize that all of the Christian churches. allowed themselves
to be to a large degree manipulated by the new masters 6f the ine
dustrial society. It is from that that there arose that “sani-
tized" gospel which was satisfied to tickle agreeably.the refined
ears of our pious bpurgepisie, as St. Paul long ago foresaw when
he wrote to his disciple Timothy: "For a time will come when men
‘'will no longer endure sound doctrine, but avid for the latest nov-
elty, will collect for themselves a whole seriee of teachers ac<.
cordmg to their own tastes" (2 Tim., 4 3)

One of the most skilful manmulatlons taday of our’ Chrlstlan,
consciences is that which the most retent masters of neowcapitale’
ism have achieved. They show themselves disposed to welcome, pro-

" mote ‘and even finance ¢ertain ecumenical movements, but on con-
dition that the convergence of all Christians remains in the do-
main of the sacred, though perhaps now with secular music. This
new deception they .cynicelly baptize with names teken from the
authéntic revolutionary process. d-evelopmen'l;, progress, even so=-
cmllzat:.on. L Co

Well then: the reply to this new skllful manlpulatlon of pur
Christian consciences is prec:.sely to cneate a new Christian ecu-
menism: = the convergence of all the ecclesial communities at that
" place on- the road from Jerusalem to Jericho where lies the man
left wounded and half—dead by the elegan‘b and- devout robbers of‘
our contemporary soc:.ety. .

. Chrlstlans of dlfferent denomlnatlons, - we cannot allOW our-
: selves the luxury of ¢oming together in  the- evening after dinner
in comfortable gatherings to discuss whether the presence. of
Christ in the Eucharist occurs by “"transubstantiation® or by
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, We must rather pose thls quest:l.on to: our-—f )
can the commumty celebration of the Bucharist: con’hlnue
C to adm:Lt in a sacmleglous fashion both. oppressors and’ oppressed?/
Or should not rather the Body and the. Blood of Christ, eaten and:
-~ drunk by all, actually put an. end to the abominable. fact of op-—
) press:ion? i
) In a word‘ the only ecumenlsm that is valid is that of con-
'vergence in the same ‘love but differentiated (in favor. Ofa.s and
»aga:mst...) which the Gospel of the Beatitudes and ‘hhe Maledictions
. imposes on us. It is there that ‘Christians must come. together.
. Qur technical - choices might be different. Certain Christians’
might even criticize others in terms of the technical-competence
- of the choice that the:,r have .opted for. But in any .case, even 1f
a Christian can bYe mistaken in his technolo&, one will’ fornge
hlm t}ns mlstake only 1f he is really actlng in favor of man.

‘ The good Samaritan (I«uke 10 25-37) mlght have been mlstaken‘
Y in medical te‘chniq‘ue',; for in fact he was neither a physwlan nor
" a medical technlcm.n nor a nurse; but he would have been mistaken
-in favor.of men. The.priest and the levite, on the other hand,
" ‘were mistaken on all counts: in thelr tech.nology and because they

were agalnst man.

. There it is that one finds the- spec:Lflc ‘l:hrv.st of Chrlstlan
'actlon and the unigue poznt of the first convergence of true Chris.
tlan ecumenism. PO . : ‘ ) S E
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MEXICO 6, D.F. MEXICO ~}Development) -
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Our participstion in the .common effort can be done in many dif-

ferent ways (action in a community, parish, charitable organiza-

tion, ecultural movement, in 2 labor union, political action;se.).
It ig for EACH ONE to DISCERN, with the help of his COMMUNITY
" whnere and how he can ACT. o ' - o

The epecialized organizationgfare.nﬁmérous. We would like to -
.list here some CRITERIA that seem to us important in judging
which' organization we wish to collaborate with:

that it furthers the personal development of ‘those whom in ih-
_tends to help, by encouraging their full participation and by
. taking care net to substitutevitself for - them in decisiqns

that it does not limit 1tself to direct aid to v1ct1ms, but  '

seeks also to ellmlnate the causes of their mlsery

that its orlentatlon shews"

a) that it is not, paternallstlc nor attached to the defense of
the establlshed system

b) that it does not alm at destruetlon or at hatred of eertaln.
‘ categories of persons

that it has given tanglble proof of 1ts competence and of its/ e

effectlveness

that, preferably, it 1nv1tes the collaboration of both Chrzs—r
tians and othar men of good wille.




The preceding pages have, “without doubt,.. expanded- our
horizons. FPerhaps it is not without value, at the end
of this issue, to highlight some of the ideas stirred -
up by ouryreading and to stress the implications of the
fuller grasp of the problem that we now have. .These
REMIVDERS are not a conclusion. . On the = contrary ,
they ere meant gs a poxnt of oeparture' the opening of
a dialogue, an exchange among us. 5S¢ they include many
guestions, many interrogations to local communitiés and
to national communities.” The mere readlng of the CLC
experlences recounted in thle issue gives us some hint
of the benefit that could come to us Trom shared reflec
tion -and an exchange: of experlences. So, let us "look at
it together. .
Let us recognize first of all the different levels .at -
which we’ ‘are called upon: personally, in and with our
local CLG, as part of a national federatlon, as a world
federation. Our- commltment is asked for on these differ
ent levels, end in and through these different respon-
sibilities, our. sights are directed always toward a
greater love of Christ, in the servide of a Church "tru
1y 'and 1nt1mate1y linked with menklnd and its hlstory"'

~

PERSONALLY

- To work in favor ‘of development and llberatlon demands on - ourr
part a change of. attitude, and becomes concrete in. dallx getion.
A change of ‘attitude in line with the demands of ! the Kingdom, -
whlch is *translated into reallty by .a ' 1life poor rather than af-
fluent. Concrete action, in a deflnlte sector, wzth a preference
for the neede of the very poor.f

- Good w111 is not. enough. Competence and an underetandlng of thé
resl problems are also. needed if our .work is %o have value. Study
and formation in various forms and by - varlous means are needed.;~
“Thls formation is partlally acqulred by means of thé" dlfflcultlES‘g'
that our action encounters, and which we must bvercome. . One must,_

-know thoroughly the problem that one 1s trylng to solve. N

- Our personal relatlons w111 be 51mnle and profound reepectful:
of- the other person, whether —he be poor or rich. They will be”
directed to making the other person. aware, to maklng the problem

- known and understood. ‘They will" further the creation of links.
which will offer to people, voiceless because they are poor, the
poss1b111ty of emerglng from their 1solai;1crne
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- Our actlon in favor of llberatlon is not an actlvity "added on"‘ L
~to our life. It is the expression of our life. It is rooted in a
-deep and personal love. of Christ. -To march in His footsteps, and. -
“to comm:.t ourselves, as He dld cut of love. It rests on our per-
sonal conversion, . :

- WHAT PART DO WE SET ASIDE FOR H'UI"IAN ARD SPIRITUAL FORMA- _
TION IN OUR LIFE? WHAT ARE THE MEANS FOR PHIS WHICH, AC--
CORDING TO OUR EXP.;RIENCE H;NE BEEN- FOR Uus ’dOS'l‘ USEFUL ?

' - WHAT ARE THE CRI‘I‘ERIA WHICH HAVE DETERMII‘IED ‘I‘BE CHOICE ,OF '
OUR ACTION ?

- WHAT PLACE DO ‘I‘HE cz]E“IRI’].‘UA.;.. E)CE.'HCISES HAVB IN OUR LIFB 2 =
TO WHAT DE(:REE AND IN WHAT IVAY DO THEY FURTHER 0{}}% CON—; -
VERSION AND "OUR ACTION ? ' '

... IN AND WITH OUR LOCAL CLC = .

-~ The Christian Life Community to which we belong, what is it? .
_ Wnat does it mean in the life of each of its members? ' Is it the

place where a mutual brotherly help allows each one to discover

© cand to persevere in his wvocation? Does it lead each of the mem—
bers toward greater generosity? - :

- This forward progress together, which includes the personal
life of each of the members without exception, how does it ex-
press. and- live out the love which puts itself. at the sar'nce of
the whole of man and of all men? -

- Is our CLC gpen to -the worldv?‘ Very concretely, is it open o
"the needs of the milieu in which it finds itself? The United Naw
tions,  in its program of action for the 2nd Decade in Favor of
Development, points out that the improvement of the internationsl
situation will depend ‘especially on. the concrete progress made

- toward genersl znd complete disarmament, the elimination of ,co-f

‘lonialism . and racisl discrimination and apartheid and the ocou-'
‘pation of the territory .of other nations {no matter whlch),A as

well as on the promotion of equahty of polzt:.cal economlc, S0~

cial and cultural rights for all members of soczety. These needs
translate themselves into concrete sltuatlons there where we live.
Are we aware of these 51tuat10ns, ’ and are they the obgect of our -
reflect:r.on together in group" .

S

- The CLC, is the place where community dlscernment is leamed.'
- This is one of its chief functions. This means assess1ng togetherf
& situation in terms of the love of God for all men, and then
figuring out the criteria for action. It means reviewing togeth-
er, in community, the coricrete individual commitment of each one.

- 45"




"ﬂ;WHAT HAS‘BEEN‘YOUR EXPERIENCE IN THE GHOWP AND. PROGRESS\
OF YOUR CLC AS SUCH}‘ AND LN THE AID T AFFORDS TO EﬁCH OF.
17s MEMBERS°

-~ IS comm*z mscmmmﬁm mz USE OF? IS 'ITS"POINT OF DE~
PARTURE INDIVIDUAL PROBLEMS, -A LOCAL SITUATION, INFORMA-
TION THE GROUP RECEIVES? ‘ : o :

| - WHAT IMAGE OF THE CHURCH DOES OUR CLC PRESENT”

«+s AS MEMBER OF A NATIONAL FEDERATION

-~ In what way does the National Federation -~ in the person of its
leaders snd its members ~ conscious.of the urgency of our age and
anxious to collaborate with the various efforts undertaken; fur-
ther and aid -in this matter the local communities and.their mem-—
bers? Since the situation varies from one country to another, we
‘1ntr0duce our exchange wzth some - general observatlons. '

~ A first guestion arises:are all the local Communltles'and their
menmbers aware of the problem? What reality do the words "develop—
ment" and "liberation” designate Tor them? Are they aware that
in this matter demands are being made upon .them in.all the dimen-
sions of their life? Attention must be paid too that some Commu-
nities are not left behind in this effort. How find and implement
means for acquiring objective information, and for formation?

-~ In the face of the immense needs, sand the complexity of the

situation, how will the National Federation and its Communities

discern the goals, and the tasks that should receive priority?
- It is well to remember that each one sgshould assure some con-

¢rete service, done in the llght of a concrete knowledge of the .

roblem, and that it is only then that he becomes capable of par-

ticipating in an institutional action and cooperatlng in a polit—-
ical actlon that attacks the deeper causes., : .

- Itis of help to learn how to ach;eve a convergence of effoftéf
tending in:the same direction, how to unite various foreces around
a priority goal, how to coordinate different initiatives. ~

- How collaborate with all men - Christians or not - who are working-
for.liberation, who are struggling and laboring for more human
conditions? - ' T B e

- Working also for a Church that is poor, and of the poor. Being
witnesses ourselves of such a Church. Knowing, spreading and
deepening the teaching of the Church (The Development of Peovles,
the Letter of the Pope to Cardlnal Roy, the 1971 Synod text on
Justice in the World), e «




. WHAT MEANS OF PORMATIO! NITIATED ‘BY YOUR NATIONAL FEDE-
RATION MIGHT IT BE GOOD FOR OTHERS TO KNOW ABOUT? IS YOUR
FEDERATION CONCERNED TO. PLACE AT THE DISPOSITION OF ALL
ITS MEMBERS THE AUTHENTIC SPIRITUAL EXERCISES ?

- IN THE FACE OF LOCAL NEEDS, HOW DOES THE COMMUI\AL DISCERN-
MENT OF PRIORITY GOALS AND TASKS OPERATE, OR HOW IS IT
PREPARED FOR ?

. = WHAT ARE THE PRINCIPAL DIFFICULTIES THAT YOU FIND IN GIVING
INSPIRATION, STIMULATION AND COORDINATION TO THE VARIOUS
EFFORTS ? R ‘

.= IN THE FRAME“ORK OF YOUR COOPERATION 1IN DEVELOPMEN‘I‘ EP-.
PORTS WITH OTHER MEN AND OTHER®GROUPS OF IﬁEN s DOES IT SEEM
TO YOU THAT THE CLCS HAVE A SPECIFIC SERVICE TO RENDER 7 -
HOW DO YOU VIEW THIS ?

se» AS A WORLD PEDERATION

The foregéing reflections do not stcp‘with our local and nétibn&l
' Communities. . They raise also the guestion of the. international
~dimension - and therefore that most universal - of our movement. -
How could we, in our efforte for development and liberation, de- ;
prive ourselves of the reflections and the experience of CLC in
other countries and other cultures? Confronted with problems of a
world dimension, will we be aided to achieve a better service by °
listening to each other, by‘m common search, by a certain coore
dination of effort? The World Federation includes national fedg
rations in all the continents, and 2/% of them are in countries . -
in the process of development. What do we look for from the World
Pederat:.on" :

- IN TERMS OF THE NEEDS FELT IN YOUR COUNTRY " WHAT HRELP DO
YOU LOOK POR FROM THE WORLD FEDERATION, in general, AND
FROM THE INTERNATIONAL WORK GROUP ON DEVELOPMENT, in par- -
ticular 7 (Communlcatzon" Formation? Motivation? Coordi-
‘natlon‘? ecn)

- HOW AND BY WHAT MEANS DOES IT SEEM TO YOU THAT THE WORLD
FEDERATION .CAN BETTER LIVE OUT ITS SOLIDARITY AND ITS PAR-
TICIPATION AS A COMMUNITY IN THE SAME THRUST OF SERVICE ?

‘Your replies, DEAR READERS, will continue the dialogue here begun.
, .They will be a contribution to all our Communities, to the Work
Group which wishes t0 be at the serw.ce pf all, to the entire

‘flarlé Federation, Will not tshat toof, be an’ act .of go;l.ldarlty"

_PROGRESSIO

- 47




"Christ calls us all to a basic comm‘i‘tment‘
toward our brothers. Let everyone rexamine
what. he. hes done up to now and what he ought

to do. It isn't enopgh to. recall principles ‘
or affirm good intentions; mnor to underline
injustices and offer prophetic denunciations.

Such words have no i'eal weight unless in each

‘person, they are tied to an acute awareness '
of .personal respone.lb:.llty and- to effective

'actzon. This is the hour for great decmlons.

the voice of Ghnst calls ug all to fully comm:.t

ourselves to our brothers. Let no one pull

back; 1nstead, let-everyone add his collabor
ation, according to his own vocatzon and ‘his

strength. God w111 bless and encoumge.

- Pope Paul VI, December 23; 1971.




