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,Why a special issue on ~evelopment and Liberation? The 
goal that' we were proposing to ourselves for this issue, the rea
sons that militated in favor of it, we see confirmed in the first 
echoes coming, to us of the WO,rld CLC Day theme, which has just 
focused agatn the energies , Or our Communi ties in different coun
tries on complet,e human development. 

A Situation 

We open this special issue with two articles g~v~ng the 
state of the question. In dOing this we are atte:nptine to pin
point the, concepts that have had so many different i'nterpreta

'tions. , We try to follow, by a s,hort analysis of the situation, 
the evolution in the understanding of ,these concepts that has 
taken place, resulting finally in the recogni t.ion of the person 
in his capaci tyas the responsible agent. In the obstacles that 
inhibi t justice, liberation, cooperation, we see' outlined' the 
area of human responsibilities and of brotherly love. 

~_~E~~~::~:E~!~~~;~~ 

The second part shows the spirit that, ,guides us. By ex
panding our awareness and opening it to a vision of ever greater 
service. By stimulating our will wi th examples. These accpunts 
prove that effective action is possible. That it is all the more 
effective When it does not develop in isolation but knows how to' 
work in collaboration and association, how to 'cooperate with 0 th
er ,forces already at work. Effective, 'when it knows how to lead 
the gre;3.test possible number of persons' to participate in im

,proving the conditions' Qf life and in actually living out soli
dari ty. When it knows how to free their energies and their own 
special talents. Effective, finally, when, moving on 'from the so
+ution of a concrete problem, it adopts an institutional apprc)'ach 
and seeks, through the political dimenSion, to attack the deeper 
cause.s. 

- 3 



~~oP=:~!~~_~~=':~~!~~~!l 
'''To work while it is still day' . and to bulld together· 

what is closest to the vision of our.Creator and his design for 
all of humanity" . (Oardinal Roy,. Nov. 19, 1970): thusone,coUld 
summarize the reflections suggested to us in the third part of 
the issue. To build. together, in union with our "0hristianbroth
ersand with all men who feelthem!;lelves involved in the history 
of humanity'" To work for a liberation tha.t leads all men. to the 
fre~dom of the sons of God. 

The contribution afforded by four of the authors in this' 
issue who are not members of the Ohristian Life Communi tiesie 
a sign of how much we receive from being in and of the Ohurch. 
The sharing wi thus .oftheir re·flections, which probe' the ques
tionfrom different angles, is for us an invitation to construct
ive dialogue,a source of progress, a reason for gratitude. 

Finally, PROGRESSIO invites. us . to question Ourselves, 
personal:i.y and as a local, national and international Community. 
It wishes thereby not only that this issue be a· starting point 
for further reflection, bUt also of .!i.wider sharing among us. In 
t~is, it is aware that it is responding to requests frOm the Com
muni ties. of many countries and contributing to a more effective 
serving of OLO. 

Does that mean .this issue is complete? Far from it. It 
does not pretend to be. But if, in spite of its gaps, it helps 
our Communi ties to re-si tuate the top-priori ty' goal that they 
have set for themselVes, if it is able to arOUse a fuller flow. 
of communication between us, above all if it stimulates sharp 
challenges from our. Communities in the poor countries, theni t 
will be worthwhile. It will have contributed, iIi a small but real 
way, to what our General Principles have inmind.whent~ey· say, 
"Our life. find~ i tspermanent inspiration in the :Gospel of the 
poor and humble Christ so that we work in a' spirit of service to 
establish justice and peace among all men". . 

Jose GSELL 
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The idea of development sums up today the asp-irations , 
great number, of people in the poor countries and 'in the rich_ 
countries. The :a.ttention given to economic cycles, the anxiety of 
the aVerage man in face of a possible recession, the political" 
impact of the planning of development, all demonstrate this.' 
But what is beh'ind the word, "development"? I'lhat is one thinking ,," 
,of when he uses it? It is important to be epecific about this for 
there are different models of development and there is question 
here of an ~mportant political and ethical option. More than 
that, this notion, like all ,those that have a propaganda value, 
has been manipulated: ' 

The concept of development ,is,recent. Lebret says, without 
being more specifiC, that it dates from 1945. With its beginnings. 
in the work of Schumpeter ,and CoHn Clark (1) among others, the 
first description of development takes form: development is ec
onomic'growth maintained during ,sufficiently long periods in such 
a way that ,arrives at growth which is economically measurable-

,growth in real production, per capita income, etc.--as in the 
wealthy countries. The best-known proponents of this theory have 
been...-and this is not bychance":-Samuelson and Vi. W. Rostow. (2) 
This vision has ,political consequences. In fact it 6upposesthe 
domination of anatio,nal bourgeoisie linked to international c'ap
i tal ism or, if necessary to international mili taryimperialiem. 
This social group assumes the management of' dev,elopment and 
thereby of the welfare of the people and the progress of thena:
tion, taking as a model the ileo-capitalist societies. It presentlil 
economic growth as an, absolute good which, conditions all soCial 
transformation and which brings in i tswake automatically jus
tice, liberty and the participation of all in Polltical 'decision":' 
making. Any, disagreell\ent with this ,benevotent management is re~ 
pressed as' subversive; - such an attitud,e , it, is said, is the work 
of a minori tyoffanatics or of self-intere'sted men. ,The "good 
people" may sometimes ,be fooled by such fanatics, it is admitted, 
but would not, pardon them if they -came ,to power~ In effec,t; this 
approachadmits as '. a dogma that ,the'consumersdciety fo rthe 
people the supreme good. A typical'formulation: "No .peoplewhich 
has known a higher standard of, living will forgive those who, as 
a result of ol:erical attachment or e_rroneousdogroas, make ,i,t go 
backward" (J.J. Servan";Schri,!lber). ,,', 

The average citizen' translates this into an image, 
but effective, of the consumer society as i tis spread by ':tele~ 
vision," the movies and the popular magazines~ A superficial vel'.,. 
sion of the "American waY of life" shapes the aspirations of a<" 
great number of people--:-of all, except tho~e who are aware of ' the 
6ituationand those ,who are very pooJ.:'--and i i makes them incapa
ble (If critical judgment and vulnerable to a certain tYPe of po.. 
liti'cal, social and commercial propaganda. 



a· 
hWilanlevel,wecan ·see 

mSking. man f!/ml;l.chine for consumption and for competition: a 
$ociety·ot opUle.nce but one~dimensiorial' and repressive,. the im-. 

·.p()verishment of those on the margins of SOCiety, theexploi tation: 
of the. weak. For a Christian, it is perverse to place riches·above 
.tn!ln, and to draw the weal th of some from the misery ofillany.But 
:thiS outlook continueS to . hold sway, s()nietimes maintained by a 
propaganda that. has its influence on all. at other timessuppor
ted by th~ t;orce ofilllP~ria.lism. . 

AnQtherconcept of development consists in seeing it-as a 
global social process With interdependent economic, social,cul
t.ural and political a~pects. Thesociologi",ts in their study of 
l)oncrete problems, have discovered that. the strategyo-f develop
ment, it it is to be effective and avoid dangerous setba.cks, must 
be global and harmonious. Accord,ing t.oa Spanish study,thesub
stantial growth in per capita income _in monetary units ought to 
fe accompanied.by a.series of socialprocesses--,.urbanization, in
qustrialization, secularization-which tend to reduce the diffe.r
i:lricesbetween the different groups .and bring abOut awid.er social 
participation, with the resul. t .that the population in general be
gins to have an influence on thepoli tical power. Thisimplies a 
more rational utilization and distribution of the resources that 
the in:creaseof income brings with it. This ensemble of changes 

. cannot be viewed as a mechanical consequence o-fdevelopment,but 
as· a. social process.(3} 

Starting -from this global social perspective,. some underline 
the hu.iw;m and ethi.cal values. Thus, Christians and Marxists have 

. formulate'da humanist and entical concept of.development. linked 
to the outlook. that appears to us today as most vali.d. F. Per
roux adds to the globalso.cial vision the idea that' "development 
is total to the degree that, by a reciprocityof . eervicefl, one 
arrives at a reciprocity of conf:!()iences". Lebret says that devel
o.pment consists in "having more in ord.er to be more", . and he un
derlines the value of solidarity.in thispro-cess•. This, is' the 
line taken by the encyclical The Develo1lment of Peoples. 

A lIlore pret':isekn0wledge .ofreality haslIIO.dif'ied,wi thout 
contradicting it, this hUlllanist conception. Theefforts.ofpoor 
90untries towards development have .often not succeeded. The ac-.· 
tions6f governmen.tshave .beenin.sufficient and ineffective. The 
aid of rich countries· has very· often been of benefit .fQr :.the sup
posed bene-factor .andcostly for the one. assisted•. In addition, 
development according to the capitalist model is almost always 

'promoted by organisms that are manipulated by those who dominate 
.the world economy, and any changewhicpwouldbe unfavorable to 
those in power is . exclused.· The reforms proposed ."would in the. 
long run serveow.ytoconsolidate new .forms of the capitalist 
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'means' of .. 

ess're~:h:(4f . iilven 
co'untries ,theit'ownitlinorities~no' have 'become aware 
man cost of the society of affluence !ire also entering into 
procesB~ 

, . 
In a word. , the critical assessment of cauit,a1ist . "develop-· 

men:t", the ineffectiveness of the efforts made in this field arid 
the frustrations resulting from it have, led to adiff-erent dil1g.,. 
nosis: the root cause of the situation is the social,' economic, 
poli tic.al and ~ul tural' dependence. of some countries upon, others. 
Only an authentic revolution .will l!lanagetobreakthis dependence. ' 
Furthtlrmore, the expectations of the, poor countries, while nO,t 
very precise, 'go beyond the social model of the rich countries: 
they, are seeking a different and more ,hUman society., ' 

The idea.ofliberatiQn, more exact,expressive and complete, 
better ·expresses this expeptation. "Liberation", "pro.cess of lib
eration" sums up better the tO,tal human content. It does not Op
pose the collective and the ind'ividual,it expresses the charac
ter of ¢onflict involved in the process, and it affords a glimpse 
of the truth that liberation benefi·ts the rich as well as the 
,poor, though not in the seme way. It is not possiblei;o present 
.an exact description of the new society in whi.ch we believe. We 
are more clearly 'aware of" what it is we refuse, of what we must 
],iberate ours,elves from. But it is poss~ble to indicate, i tsmain 
lines. 

It involves an economic ... social arid political'liberation, . 
but it goes further. H envis:i::ons a total and radical 'liberation' 
from all that 'prevents each man from j:Lrriving at his fullness, 
that is to say, 'at the full exercise of his capacity to know and 
to love, for it is in exercizing these powers that he ,transforms 
,the world and .himseif. Lj,beration, then, from all that shackles 
him. l:i.mits him, ,or m9kesdifficult, the exercize of hi!,! liberty, 
whether from the outside or from the inside., What is protested is 
not only mise~ but .also a rich society based o!lcoercion, on the 
despoiling 'and the misery of ,other men, a society which lures 
those who nave attain.ed a certain 'level to aim at well-being which 
is merely quantitative. 

The task of· revolutionaries among the poor people.s .and aJ!!ong 
. the nonconformist minorities in ~he riCh countries is.' the same., 
This must be recognized, this common struggle. But this must be 
done without slavish imitation of one group by the ,other., That 
would, be· to misunderstand the actual situations, which aredif
ferent, and would 'be .a nEiw fonn of ideological imperi8J.ism by the 
rich countries. 

Liberation at once collective and personal. That is Why 
it is incumbent' equally on the poor and the rich. More than that. 
whoever oppresses enother is not free. Political and economic Ii.!? 
erat10n I'li thout, personal conversion'will pave the. way fo rother 
slaVeries, other imbalances, other alienations. That is why one 
must, be on orte'.s @;uaia. One must reject the. worship of mere quan



strito 
society and is willing' toba austere.• 
ways thattechnologica!progress-in ~any c!:tses, . a new my'th--is 
necessary and good"but that it does not of, i tselfbring about 
,the liberation of man. The social structure ought .tobe .such that 
ti,ieeconomyh controlled by all, and it. ought to i\l.rther the' 
interior liberation that is necessary forman to a-chieve' his .cre
ative ..fullness. 	 . , 

Finally r this demands that from now on there be' tlie full 
participation of alliri:the process. "It belongs first of ail to 

, 	the poor peoples and to the po.oramongall peoples to bring a'oou.t 
their own advancemen.t" (5). "80.cial transformation is not simply 
a revolution for the people. The people 'themselves-above all the 
peasants' and the workers, ,those who are exploited and, those who 
through injustice are on the fringes of society--must be the a
gents of their own lil;leration" (6).. Ant', that, not only, i~ order 
toart-ive 'at a Society in which thertil is the same opportunity 
for all., but in which all fUndame,ntaJ. :questions recEdve ,full arid 
equal treatment. 

This liberation does ,not turn a person in upon.himself. ''rhe 
work of free man is not egoistic: a:t the root 'of this entire vis
ion is. conscience, 8.lertaild each day active in serVice, in soli 
darity. witn other men. Itils not my intentioll to s~dy here the 
p:rofound' agreement between this conception and the Gospel; I would, 

, hardly have the space to develop it•. It. is however essential that 
,we Christians be aware of the p:rofouna unity of huma:o.activi ty and 
of the saving message ·of Christ. 'l'heVatican II document The 
Church in the Modern 'World ( 55) speaks. of "a new humanism in 
which man ie defined essentiaJ.lyby .the responsibility he as,1i?UIIles' 
towara hi,sb:rothers and in the face of history"., Andit is CbI':i.st 

,Who tells us, "You lq10w that those,who are looked on as the lea, 
ders:of nations cOmmand others as>masters,' and tl:lattl:le gre'at of 
this .wOrld make their·:powerfeH,byothers. It'inustnotbe soa~ 
mong you. Rather, he who wishes. to become greata:mong you:, let 
hiJ!lbe ,Your serv~t;and, he who wishes to .be first . among you, let 
hilii,be.;the 'serVant of' aU. So too the Son of Man' hJa.l;Iitotcome • to 
.be served butte serv1!,andt~give hisHfe as a ransom fO,r many" 
~Mat~l(). 42-45);' 

Sch~peter , "'Pheorie der Wir:tschaftlichenEntw.icklllIl8"; ,CQUn 
~lark, "The Conditions of Economic Progress" • 
Rostow,"The. Stages of EcoIl,omic Growth: A Non-Communist Mmifesto tf

'• 

Report on the Social'SituJa.tion,in Sp?,in. FOESSA, 1970, p. 36. 
nLetUsNot Build Injustice", Statement of the Priests' Move
ment ONIS in -the Daily Express ,of Lima, July 27, 1970. ' 
and (6). CitatiOns, taken f.:fOm "i!heT.heologr." o. f Iiibe.r. at. ion.". 'W 
Gus~avo Gutierrez. This book, pu.blished lin Spanish) by Urii 
versi ty Editions, Lima, December 19719 was very usef'u1 to, me' 
in helping :1;0 focus, my article. 
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The Obstacles on the Road to Development: 

by Francisco !VERN s'. j~ 

In his article 'J. L. Velasco defines .. thediff'~rent'concepts' 
qf development; From 'a definition of'development that would tend 
to equate it with economic growth, to a more social, global and' 
organic concept, and' finally to liberation as a 'synonym for human 
development. . . 

The importance of' economic growth as a condition 
development is universally recognised. However, a mere sta
tistical increase of income or growth' ,rates does not necessa 
rily me~ de'Velopment. For, human beings development 'mean; 
better 'nutrition, better housing and health, f.l;1cili ties, better' 
education and longer lives~ People also ~ow that th~ increase, 
use' and distribution ·of their coUntries' wealtn, is, determined 
by a series of institu;tions and structures, at both natj,onal and 
international level, over which they have little or no control.' 
Hence their growing desire not only to have a fair share of the 
wealth that is ,produced, ,but also to partiCipate actively in all 
the decisiOns that condition their lives. ' 

\ . , 

As development moves away from the purely' eC,onomic' and 
closer to the SOCial, ana pOlitical, it gets also closer to man.' 
By that very fact it, becomes more complex and difficul.tto rea;" 
lise. The forces that perpetuate poverty and the state of de

.pendenceof developing' countries are many and powerful'. Some 
are within man himself, others outside him. They reinforce one 
another and it is, deSPerately difficult to break aw'ay from them 
and to be free~ 

If to develop,means to grow in freedo~t man must first free 
himsel·f' from· all the constraints that enslavehi~: ignorance., 
selfishness,!! sense of, depend~nce,supertitionand fatalism. This 
i.im.er liberation must be'accomp~ed, by liberation ,frojDall the 
exteI'l:).a1 forces and" structures thatdomi,nate~ exploit and 'de
humatii~e. 

,Wbat does it lIlean for us to be developed, 't~ bef'ree?,Up.~l1 
, rece;ntly, . for. many this meant approachiD8 the model syjDbolizeg. by 
iFhewe''illthy and highly modernised North. Atlanticcoun.tr:lee.But 
1.qdq ,this mO,del seemS not only uriaiFtainablebut 'unattractiVe. 

Unattainable.. because the combination of' favorable 
,which in the 19th c,en'lFury worked for the deveiopment of the 
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existnolonger~On the contrary, in developing countries 
very factors are working in theopposi'te direction and hin,!! 

eI'ing development.' Because o,f technological and demographic gaps 
the distance between the ,rich and the poor nB:-tions will remain, 

wip-en, fOra long time to come. 

Unattractive, ,b~cause the so-called developed peoples a.re 
growingdisencha.ntedWith the type ,of man ,and socie1;ythat the 
so-called development .has produced. This ispa.rticularlytrue 
among the young people,. While the developing world l~ngs for 
freedom and is willing~o pay a high price for it, th,edeveloped 
world seems to have lost faith in it. Some even believe that 
we can no'longer afford freed,om, but must replace it wi tp. 'controls 
over man,. his conduct a~d his .cUlture. The attack is not so muCh 
on freedom itself, but on a way of.life,a particular concept of ,hu ' 
man progress and freedom that instead of liberating manhas,ensla; 
ed him.' 	 , 

Therefore, if development is defined· in terms of liberation, 
it applies - in different ways and degrees, of course -both to' rich 
and poor, to developed and developing cOuntries. If the latter do 
not take sufficient account of this, they risk to get out of their 
present state of dependence' only to fall into another kind of 
subjection. In other words, if we apply to; liberation and freedom 
the same narrow concept of progress that has characterised up 
un,til now the development debate, we have not gone. very far. 

The definitIon of, development in terms of liberation, how..; 
ever, offers us an opportunity to break away from a concrete 
historical model of development, with all its ,ambiguous and 
transi tory character, and t,o lay down the basis for another 

.	model. closer to the Christian 'ideal. It' is for us an .opportu
nity. but also a,challenge• 

. As wepo-inted out, the obstacles on .the road totru.e daveloE,. 
ment,and liberation are many: some.in man himself,othe):"s outside' 
him. The grave .sino! injustice, that ,characterises todaY' s wbi'ld 
findS e~pression in unjuet structures that oppress a:p.dimp.risonman 
and prevent him from attaining the development andfreadomto which 

. he has· a. right •. Christians will have to engage in' apa.inf'ul and 
protracted struggle to change. those 'structures. But sinful struc
tures have their roots in the hearts andmindsofj!len. ,·:tfthes€!, 

'do not, change there:-isliiUe hope of" ensuring that tomorrow' s. 
economiC. ,social arid political, structures will be more justahd 
hwnan that those of today. . , 



We have to fashion the Christian man of.today: the "new map" 
who, while meeting the needs of his highly socialised, scientific 
and technological age, will instil love, meaning and purpose in h:!! 
man life and endeavour. As Pope Paul states in Populorum Progres
sio: "If further development call·s for the work o'f more and ,more 
technicians, even more necessary is the deep thought ~d reflec
tion of wise men in search "of a new humanism which will enable'mo 
dern man to find himself anew by embracing the higher values of 
love and friendship, of prayer and contemplation." (n. 20) 

The new Christian man and others who like him, even if they 
do not call themselves Christians, are inspired by the same. basic. 
principles and ideals, are the 'best guarantee that the road to i!! 
tegral human development remains always open and .accessible to all. 

The well known words of Populorum Progressio de'tini'ng 
. integral human development, as the development of "the whole 
man and of all men" give us the two dimensions that' the new 
humanism should have. The vertical dimension -"the whole man"
represents man's gradual opening to always higher values and 
perspectives: . ,from the purely economic to the social and poli
'tical, from the material to' the spiritual, from economic, and 
political'liberation to Christian freedom. 

The horizontal dimension.- "all men" - points to the need 
for man's gradual opening to 'others, to a more social and com
munitarian conception of human existence: from one's own needs 
or interests to those of the family, of the neighborhood, of ,the 
village or city, of one's own country, of other countries and cul 
tures, of other social groups.or 'classes. of ,the world. 

These two dimensions closely inter-relate. There is no true 
development along the vertical line without an equivalent develoE 
ment along the horizontal line: ,For us Christians, to have more, 
and even to be more, is not an end in ,itself. It acquires its full 
meaning only when it is open to others and when it .also enables 
those who'ar~ less to become more. On the other hand, there is no 
true opening to others, in a spirit of respect. love and'solidar
ity,without a personal enrichment and without getting closer to 
higher spiritual values and to God. 

When there is a' "blocage" (block) 'alo~ one of these dimen
'sions, or a "de.calage" (time-lag) between them, in the .sense that 

we develop more in one ,direction than another, or when the two di 
mensions do not inter-relate or meet, then We have a source of ~ 
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oer-development. We. have also a'potential oppressor and a poten
..:tial oppressed or victim of. injustice. From the point of view 
.of development and justice, verticalism or angelislli are as pe£ 
niciou$ as horizontal.ism or materialism, rugged individualism. as 
dangerous as exaggerate'd collectivism. The vertical and horizontal 
dimensions of human development arid the points where they cross • 

. 	provide us with· an instrument, a .system of coordinates,to measure 
the real development of an individual. countryoi culture. 

What I ealled "blocages" and ttdecalages" exist in all of us 
and in the societies in which we live. A first step is to realize 
that they exist. This is why the development of a critical sense, 
of a discerning mind in the true Christian and sp.iri tual sense of 
this ,word. is a necessary condition for true development and e. 
first step towards liberation. 

Human development has to be constantly purified and perfectecl 
by the power of Christ'sc:ross and resurrection. It can only be 
achieved through privation and sacrifice. This message is sorely 
needed today when the aim o.f development seems to be the"maximisation" 
of production,of income and of material comfort,and when an indi~ 
criminate use of the world's resources threatens our very life and 
freedom. The Christian conception of sacrifice , simplicity and- mode
ration, have nO.t only a purely religious'value detached from the 
reali ties of human development, but are also an essential oondi tion 
to achieve a ~ore human and just world. 

Toda;y like yesi;erday.'Christ is the ideal to be kept in mind 
when we work towards this new humanism.On ~he cross man was recon 
ciled with God,withother men and with himself. The whole man and 
all men were liberated from sin and all its consequences. In Christ 
the horizontal and Vertical, dimen:si9ns of human existence perfectly 

.met. It wa.s also on the cross thatjuatice was done. 
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ACTIVE CONCERN FOR DEVELOPMENT: PART OF CLC,'SPIRITUALIT¥ 

" by Nicholas Rieman s.j. 

An activ~ co~cern for the' "development of the whole man and 
of all men" is of the very essence'of the CLC way of life. Our 
GENERAL PRINCIPLES (hereafter, GP) are very clear on this. More, 

. 	they are quite specific about the elements this must include. Let 
us look at them. 

First, , the GP stress that the service of man; ,all men, is a 
key facet of the way of living of our Communities. The preamble 
of the do cument says that it was composed to help us give .o~!./ 
selves to God "in 10vJng and serving all mankind in' the world of 
today" (GP 1)." The aim of CLC is stated as being that of forming 
committed persons "for serVice 'to the Church and the world in ev~ 
ery area of 1:j.fe"(3). Article' 5 d,eclares that we collaborate with 
the bishops and, that we "share their concern for the problems and 
the progress of mankind". Speaking of Mary,' the GP say th,at by 
our' union with her "we, confirm our own mission of, service, to the. 
IVorl:d" (8). Cl early, then, the GENERAL PRINCIPLES seethe s,eryice 
of all men as' part'and parcel of our way of life--as' an expres
sion of our gift of self to God, of our union with 'Mary, of our 
sense of the Church. 

The GP show too that the 'inspiration for our co=i tment to, 
development is found in Christ. Implied in many places, this is 
strikingly put in article 7: "Our life finds its permanent inslli 
ration in the Go'spel of the poor and humble Christ, so that w'e 

work in, aspiri t of service to establish justice and peace among 
alL men". Anel, later on: .. ' ''This way of life •• '•• requires of each 
member ;limpJi6i ty in all, aspects of living in order to follow 
more closely Chris,t in his poverty••• " (1,1). 

But our CLC' guidelines are much more specific;' They insist 
that our action inc;:lude efforts to. ,eliminate the cauSeS of injus
tice. In what might,be·termed allusions to the "pedagogy" or the 
"strategy" of development, they give priority to efforts to 

'''change tl)e system", that is, to renovating and influencing in
sti tutions. and st~ctures' that impede justice: "We are aware that' 
we must consecrate ourselves first of all to, ',the renewal and 
sanctification of the' temporal order" (7). The same article: ,'we 
must "work for the reform of the stnictures' of' society'! by "par.,. 
ticipating in efforts to liberate the victims of alJ,. foI'l]ls of 
discrimination". A statement of remarkabl.e vision, considering 
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that it waswri tten. five y.ears ago! . The same stress on st.l:'Uctu
ral change is fouhdin Numb.er 11," which says that our apostolic 
commitment is directed "especially to the renewal of theinstitu
t.ions of society" • 

The GP give too a certain orientation to . development activi
~suggesting that it be channeled particularly through ~ur per
sQnal skills, ourocc.upation, ourlifesituation. Thepreamble 
(2) hints at this,speakil:).gof "the uniqueness of eac):l personal 
vocation". Article 3 adds: . "To prepare members more effectively 
for the apost.olate, eachgrdup aSlSembles people (;If like qualities 
and organizes itself.to suit their needs". Number 12< speake more 
clearly, giving the traditional CLCapProach that "each group is 

·ordinarily composed o'i persons'of like quaiities, such as age i 
· profession, state of Ufe; .. etc; n. It. is clear from the history 

of., our . Communities. that the realllonfor such groupil:).gs is that 
they' orient one ',saction (including .one· s action for justice, de
Velopment, libj?ration)i;owardf! one'. sow;n age group ,one's own 
profession or occupation, one' s own life situatidn. Since activ
i ty 'of this sort is obviously greatly aided by a certain human 
and professional competence, Numbe.r 11 states th.at thls requires 
of. a member "an effort to striveto deveiop. his human qualities 
a,ndprofessio:r:).al skill I? so ,as to beoome . ever more. competent and 
convincillg in his witness.... 

Finally., 'thePRINCIPLES envJ.sJ.on that ouref;fortsto advance 
· justice .and liberation not. be isolated, . but operate. il:). a frame
work of collaboration, '. mutual .support and communi ty discernment. 
Already in article 2 we say . that our aim is' "to work together 
wi ththe .whole P.eople of God for progress and pelllce, justice and 
charity, liberty and the dignity o.f al.lmen". Again, "01?-r re
sponsibili ty to develop the. bonds'oi'comlrnmitydoes not stop with 
our own group, but e:ll"tendsnto the' whole GLCmovemerit •. "the :wliole 
Oh';;'rch and to. all men ,Of. good will" (6). Article II,desc<r:i,b€!s 
what Community collaboration inv01Yes,sayine that. each· one 
should be "always ready to give and receive fraternal advice and 
aid". The article on .apostolic life goes further. . After saying 
t):latp:,riority should normally be'. given' to influencing .thei;em-. 

'ppralorder, it.adds; "To accomplish this,the gro¥p helps ulil,in 
particular'by the ·rev:teionof life '(enquiry) . practiced in com.,. 
mon" and "teachEtslls also to disc~rnwhat.ismost urgent: and ubi-:
veri:?al" (7)., without specifying apreci~e method,the<GPcl~arly 
intend that eachOommunity (and of course, national fede:f.atHns 

:a,nd indeed the worldwide Christian Life Community) search out to
gether what the facts and problems and needs ar.e' in the broad aTea. 
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of development, what light·the Gospel and, the teachinge.nd exper
ience of the 'Church shed oli them" which needs are most pressing 
and Universal, and, how the individual members with their hUman 
and professional skills, or the group as a whole, can take effec- , 
tive action. And all this is to, take place in a climate of dis
cernment (7, 12), "always at the disposal o,f,God" (2), through "a 
spirituality which. opens and disposes us to Whatever God wishe.s 
in each concrete situation'of ou~ daily existence" (4)~ 

The GENERAL ,PRINCIPLES, then, both point us toward action 
for development, and give us precious guidelines as to how to go 
about it. But how do these excellent guidelines become part- of 
the way of of Communities and of their members? Let us have 
no illusions: does not. happen by reading tpel'Q.. o:r hearing .talks 
on them, or by discussions about them--thoughall of these things 
help. It comes above all from'an organic formation program inCLe 
spirituality, beginning When we first come to a CO,mmunity as can
didates, and continuing all our Lives. Fordevelopm.entis not an 
occasional action, or ,even, an attitude a.dded-on. It' is ,an essen
tial part of our spirituality. The way, then, to, develop in our, 
niembersconcern and action for justice and liberation is 'by ef
fective growth in that spirituality: 

Where do we get our spirituali ty? The GP tell, us. "The 
spirituality of our groups ••• draws from the Scriptures; 
the li,turgy f the doctrinal 'development of the, Church, the -rev
elation of God's will through the needs of our times. We hold 
the Sp:Lritual';Exercises of St. Ignatius, as a specific source ..... 
(4). A word on each of these,. 

We must discuss it--yes, But much more, we 
must ponder it our personal prayer, There we find God's 
whole plan of salvati~m as the Bible unfolds ,it; we find tl).e 
central ,Gospel message--love of God and of others. In particular 
we must pray over 'the eleme~ts most directly touching on justice, 
love of others, community: the Good Samaritan, the commandment of' 
love, the Last Judginentscene; the first epistle ot' John, the let 
ter crf James, Paui on the Mysticai Body, etc.' . 

The liturgy, our ,second sourpe, can help us much to grow in 
01?-r pommitment to justice and human liberation--if we take part 
in it. often, ,if we use and ponder the many texts in it that bear 
o'n effective love of others, if thro1.l.gh community andperi;lonal 
reflection we link it 'to daily events, problems" experience~. 

Our third source, "the doctrinal development of the Church'!, 
takes us straight to development: Paul VI~ s PROGRESSIO POPU~ORT)M 
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c. ". 

D~ve~o:pment, 0 f ""·,,,v IJ"'''''' 
Cardinal Roy}.; Bishops. "Synodstatement 

IN THE WORLD.•. DO we' use these for .OLC read,ing,talks, . dis':" 
cussions, but mast of alL do we.I . individually or as a Gommuni.ty , . 

them sometimes for mental prayer: andreyision of life? 

And our spiri..tUa.lity draws too on the needs of our tfmes"in 
and through Vlhi ch God .. is .s{leaking tc us. Dc our. COIfllllunity ex- . 
changes andpanels...,-and especially our prayer, . both shared and 
personal.....use 'S0me.times as subject matter the anti-war demonstra- 

'tions, the hippies; . the Peace Corps, the drug addicts or some of 
,the popular songs? .. 

All of·these sources'are contained, in an intensive'and'ex
tensive form•. in the Spiritual Exercises. ,'It is tllenabove all 
from the- Exercises that· will come our clear .grasp of what develoE 
ment means, our profoWld cO.ncernfor it, our solid andp'ersever
ing commi tmentto i t~ But this requires that we experienoe the 
Exercises at some length,.ina context that fosteirsprolonged and 
deep personal prayer, under guidanoe that is at .once authentically 
IgnaUan and compietelymodern. In such .... an eXPerience one will 
le~ wellf'r0mthe Prinoiple and Fourtdationthat all sub_human 
reality is, intended to be for the Use and benefit of ·'man....,.;..not 
just of Il!e. One will grasp that the kingdom of Christ,., wh:i.ch we 
,.are oalledto help bri.ng ,into being both here andlatel' on, ...is 
j'aneternalanduniversai kingdom, a' kingdom, of truth and life, a 
1!:ingdomof holiness and grace, a kingdom ,o.f jus:t;ice, love and 
peace"(Preface,Feast of Christ the King). The meditation on the 
Two S1;andardswill appear as what it is, a y1ElW of two different 
ways of life, the "getting" kind of l,.ifeand the "giving" kind of 
life--andonly the,second ~indcan advance development. ,The "e
lection" or 'decis'ion in the 'Exercises, . though its Spe.cifics rf).aY 
vary, will be understood as a choice at whatever personal cost 

. of what will most contribute to .the glory of God and the good of 
souls~-which is just another. Way .of saying, what will in fac·t 

advanoe. the fullest development of the'who1.e man and of .all 

The GENERAL 'PRINCIPLES make .clear,th~n that conoernan:d,~c''''' . 
tion fo'r development. an essential part .of our,s:P'i,ritual±ty.· 
And . so the best 'way to effeQtively. further action, ,for devf)l~p

. mf)nt in our Communities and' by their members ,'is .to fo!Ste~<t;hat 
spirituality. We ddthis by going toitl$ sources-"..theBible.':the 
'liturgy, the developingdoctrineoftheChurch.thei'ai'gns :Qf1;he. 
timesn--usi~ asourtoolstounearth,their' treasure!> a,J;lxii:a.nner.· 
..ot.me~s.individua1andooHectiYe, bUt especiaJ;ly.pr~er.. '1\.1>0,"16 

• all will. we grow in the kind .o:f'understanding, concerna,ndc0m'" 
mitment to deVelopmenttha:t is needed Lf we deeply and at length 
!iI),d of'tendraw ontrieauthentic Spiritual Exeroises, for theY-are 
"the characteristic instrument of ourspirituality" (4). 
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- WHY? 

That is a question that could come to the mind of 'more than 
onereader.,when learning of' the decision of ,the Executive Coun
cil. How real are its chances of effective collaboration? How 
can it accomplish its work? Those 'are two questions to which we 
will try to give 'here at least part of an answer. 

An international group 

This Work-Group 'is made up of nine members, from as many 
countries, representing five continents, under the leadership.bf 
Jose Luis VELASCO of Spain. The group will first of all be a 
platform for discussion between CLe members of different origin 
and different sensibilities, but united by a common concern to be 
themselves and to aid each member of the Communities to be. ail 
"agent of development". Its. {nternational character should make; 
it an efficacious instrument for dialogue, ,for mutual aid and for, 
collaboration between the 'CLCs 'of poor countries and rich countries. 

A work-group 
o • < • 

whose members are aware of·· difficulties in the way of their: 
meeting (with such distances to contend with, how' could they: meet: 
often!), an.d 'are ready to make up'for the lack of meetings by a; 
real personal commitment whiCh implies' aperroanent relationship' 
wi th the CLCs t:Il1d the member-correspondents of different coun
tries. It will be a work of reflection, of formation, of action', 
but under the severe and necessary limi taiions of written commu
nication. An exchange of views, a sharing,of each other's exper
iences, and reflection together will constitute the ,first .step. 

A unity in service 

We are; for themo,st part, sensitized to the problem of unde!: 
deveiopment~but we are also, for the most part, baffled, embar~ 
rassed,ineffective'because we do not know where to begin, nor how 
to take hold of it. It is here that the work-group can and should 
help us. ' ' ' ''.' 

YES, by giving us ,the elements; which Will ,shed light 6n our 
efforts, by furnishing us'with information which will deepen our 
reflection,by transmitting to us experiences Which, will stimulate 
our action, by making us discover that, whatever be our profession 
'or our situation, we.can live' this essential dimension which is 
solid'ari ty, by helping us to discern together, the priorities a.t 
a given time. . . 

, 
There is thetaskofiIispiration, 'of stimulation 'and of coordina 
tion that this Work-Group sets for itself. 'It is in this frame=
work that it puts itself at our'service. 
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We publiSh here: an account of some o:ftheact.l8.l experi
ences of Oomtnunitil'ls ofCht-istian Life in (j.iUerent ~on
tinents. Thei'"rvariety and,their insertion intQ the loc 
al situation express alike an alert ,sensit).vi ty to the 
neeCls, .of ,the surrounding milieu, a concern for ..educ.a
tion, .a will to transform. They ske.tchfor us1;oo-..,..wi tb
outa:t w.lexhausting tl+esubject-"':howmanydifferent, 
kinds of action are possible. ' 

Each ofthem.poses a question for the attentive reader, 
if he knows howtofil;ld in the sharing. of can experience 
a call to solidarity 'and to communion. 

Y ALEGRIA": mOVEMENT FOR INTEGRAL POPULAR EDUCATION 

"FE Y ALEGRIA"l was born in a Sodality o'f Our Ladywhioh, in 
truth,was a "emall Christiarl. Life Community" at au.n:l.versity. 

At the end of 1955', "FE Y ALEGlUA" und~rtook. a workofsoc'ial 
promotion in a slum Qntheedge of the city. Thebasicpur
pose was to bring about social change by means of education: 
to help people to discover their own possibilities, so that 
theY could then on their own discover .allthe other things. 

The first step was very- elementary. A hundr.efrsmall chil-. 
seated on the ground, ' in the' care of two young girls with 

only a. primary education degree. Its financial support came from. 
the aid sought for by theSodalistsand, .alittle later, from 'an 
Officeo.fPublic Relations-....really one full...;,timepr,omoter--who 
went about the city of Caracas visiting persons and selling 'them 
the idea of, a conmiunity education project in favor of the slum 
dwellers near the city. . 

The firstschooJ., was held on a site furnished for nothing b;y 
brickl.ayer,fatehr of eight children. 

Besides coordinating the different elements whiCh must be 
integrated'i:i:lto "FEY ALEGRIA", my.own effort was concentrated on 
hUman resources, .seeking out first of all the full co.operation 
committed people. I found a great generosity in the religious 
communities. To putitin a' -tew words" let me .say'thattoday 
there are over thre-ehundre.dsistersworking full t;ime<in "FE Y 
ALEGRIA", ThE!y bel9?g to. over fifty ,different institute~and 

.religious congregations. . . . 

The spread of "FE Y ALEGRIA" to t~enty-six citie~biVenezue 
'la and later to Ecu!j.dor, Peru., Bolivia, Colombia, Panama. and EI 

.. '. 

and.Joy. "Gaiety" m8¥ translate .it even better than Joy. 



Salyador due to the aim,alreanypartly ;realized,. of -giving 
a Latin' American dimensi,on. WewhP work ill' ItFEYALEGRIA'" believe 
that only through a continental effort 'ili. Qur America will itl:i'e 
possib;Le to muster sufficient public opinion and sllffic.ientvoice 
t08.chieve in our nat:l.onsjust laws favor of equality ofedU-'" 
9a.tional opportunity ·for all. citizene. . ' 

Such. an achievement will be the result of raising the level 
of the people 'on the fringe of society and .so making them capable 
of exercising the necessacry pressure on public opinion and on 
ernments. 
_" "M' • •• ~'". 

Today "FE Y.A]:,EGRIA" counts eight;y-five thousand s'tudents in 
two hundred educatlonal centers scattered in the countries named. 

'iFE YALEGRIA" sought above native resources, and 
has a.:vather negatiyeexperience with European or North AmericaiJ. 

. cooperation. '. The ChristianCpmmunities. from outside Latin 
.America have. had some conta:ctswith us, but up: till now we have 
not beenabletdrecognize in thelll an effective decision to coop
erate. . . 	 . 

If some European or North American .oLC would be. s~fficient.:.. 
ly well':'informed and. generous enough to account. or the 'fact 
that weare truly an adult movement, i tmight beabl~ to be of 
help to us the fo;J,lowing wa:;:s i . 

1) 	Offer us human resources, people of ,real competence willing 
to be integrated into our program under. our guidance. 

2) 	Discuss with"FE Y.ALEGtUA" the fin~ciar support th~ CLCs 
might give to one of our prQjects. E.g.. . .' ...... . 
a) An ,Office' for the Promotion of ' Human and' Economic Resour

ces for "FE Y ALEGRIA", a~cordingto norms fully approyed
by us. , . .... . 

. ! b) The s1iaffingof a teacher training school of "FE. YALE.:;. 
GRIN'... .... ..... 

cJ An Off;ice ofPlariningand Projects 'for "FE Y ALEGRIA". 
d) A Technical. and Cattle-farming Secondary .School. 
e) A program of COl!lllluuity Organization in Co.operativesand 

,for the Civil Rights of the POor. 

In general the EuropeaJ:;lorNorth ·American mentality tends to 
impose on us its projects and its wa:;: Of acting.' We might arriv,e 
at some collaboration if it is recognized, that we know our 
countries best and that we have accumulated an experience 
which they can. wi.th filll confidence giVe cooperation. 

In general we .can say that we have unlimited human resources 
if we can find the proportionate economic support they de.serve. - ~ " 	 - , 

It would, be up to CLC to open dialogue·.with 
indicated. ' 

Jose Maria V€laz 



RADiCALrZATIo~~ioJE" FWLYFoRPEACE 

This ifl"tne'st?'Ij of' anAllieriCanCL0·,family.'':':and,:tts"change 
inunderstand,ingand attitudesto\'iar,dswar, 'tjetweoeri 19688:hd '.' 
1972.'. StrEm€;e' as it mB¥ .. seem"our Cat1:iolic-scll.o.ol~edu~ated 
olde!3t.boy .wasourteacher.We saw him gradw;U.lybecomeen:

'meshed iritheollligatory systemofmilita.ry service:- with 
no alternatives,' . now£I.Y Qut, even thoUgh he was.ilpposedto
the '19m: in consc:Lence.. . . . ' . 

...... '. It,all st9;l-tedin1965.whenCharles,recEi!lvedadeferment from 
.immediate milita.l:-yflervice because he had (*osento go to ,u:riiver.
,sHy. first. He was.agoodstudentandhaddecidedtospecialize 
inp~sic·sandmathematics. Some Umeduririghi1!Secondyearat, 
theuniversity•. ,wereal:i.'zed·· sOlll.ethingwaswrong.llis grades went 
.down;c{)mmunicat:l.onwitbthe familybecamllll essf'reqUeht. . In his 

'tM.rd year he moved 'Out of ·ihe do:t'mitories;and.l~vedin town.' Ee 
"~reV'la beard and long' h~r•. 'He was restless and so· we].".e.we·with..,. 

1?)l:t kno;n.ng why..WereaHzed thathewantedtochangeM.smajor 
·s~bject.l:lbut couldit't; dz.lat-tdeferments permitiedohlY1'0uryears 
l,lltbe uri1versity.-Sometimed,uring ,his Iafltyear agroupof'stud
ants burnedthe:tr draft cards. Charles Was one of:thelXl;. This a.ct 

'i>uthim in jeoparaY witll..thesele.ctive s~TVicesystem. 

asked him whatheplann.edtod()aftl!r~duatio'n.He was 
21 years oldaI\d was 0 bligatedto report. when. called fp]."m1.!, 
service. KnOwi~thathecouidn·t. p;i.anhislife,helie1dodd 

and drifted·,Withagrhup . of like:-m~naedstudents.Herejected 
"......... ideaof.go·ing, :toCanada(asm~ ;boYfldid)beci~useitwouId.be 
justa..personal escape ; . it.· woUldp' t change any.thing.H'ef'elt ,that, 
nec0u.:t<1n··t de(lIarel:limselfa conscientfousPPjector'because. he 

"hadn1tdone it.Vdienhe regis1;;ered:for the draft: at the ,'age 'of IS. 
'llesidesCathol'ics.we]."e •. 'no,tr/ilcogluzed .' a.sobjectprs,to'tll.e·wl3.rr 
.·~nIy. Quakers ,.andMenriOnites.,'Wel'e•. 'He.faCE;!d .ilie re'alpo~sibil:i;;ty 

of impx::i,sonmeht'for;refusi!lg,illdu.~1;;ion.· . '. , 

As 'parents We . sbared wj,tll. ()urson',l1~s .' gro\fllillg~1f8.reness,o:i 
unjust system•. Weltaa,rdlo:uderandclearel'what thEl.<'Berr,igans 

". ,., . other resi$tanclllgroupsinthe <coUllt:r-y were,sayiJ:1€;..'~lr and' 
.' ." . newspaper .; coverage'of. .. the "''IIar'' .Qurownrea;ding, •.•.•.• reflect±<;n, .. and. 
;.p:t~er aJ:socontri;tni:tedto,our •chall€;~d .understl!li)ding.of:11he Viet':"· 

~()metos~e 'this wa±-asfuridamen:tailyun.ju~t-a.s .Iii•. 
eiploitation-;o;f' 'people (both ~ericans'.and ';VietnWllesel' 

V~'.L ..,~ ...",.."".andeconomicr~asonS.weseewar asnol!loiutionfcer 
'y,,:, . . ,.,
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On the other hand we see the search for peace as part of the 
. 	whole struggle for human l1beration.- a recognition of the funda

mental worth of' each "human being for whom Christ died. We share a 
profound conviction that we must help to develop alternative pol':" 
i tical and economic strllctures which will promote full ):luman dev
,elopm!'lnt for all men" In accordance with recent Papal teaching we 
pledge ourselves to work for a new ,world order based - not 'on mad 
competition for military, economic, or political power - but .based 
on a spirit of fraternal 'collaboration - sharing the resources of 
this world with the whole family of man. ' 

To make a long story short, Charles finally did receive cla!, 
eification as a CO (conscientious' objector), served his al ternative 
service to the sa.tisfaction of officialdom and is now preparing 
to enter law school. Our second and third boys, who are of draft 
age, are also conscientious' objectors; 

.Betty L~ONE 

I 

N 

D 
I 
A 

SEVA NIKETAN. 

The theme chosen for World CLC Day this year is 'Development 
of the whole man and of all men' - a most relevant theme for 
us in India. Now, what are some of the concre.te projects 
through which we i~ India strive after this vital goal? 

One such attempt .is Seva Nik\3tan, the National CLM Centre. 
(formerly Sodality House)· a Socio-pastoral Centre, situated in 
the teeming.metropolis of Bombay. 'This experime!J.t provides train
ing in Christian Apostolic Commitment and is Aimed at building.up 
of activities. Thue we feel that the 'problem of Development, so 
'crllcial for countries of the !,Chird World~may be tackled at a gras!!, 
roots level, from wi~hinthe commui:l,it;t .itself• 

.. Among the activities .organised i!J. .the pal!1toral fi.eld, the.3. 
that have become a ,permanent feature of every .year' s programme .are 
the Leadership Camps, P'\lblic Speaking Courses and Seminars.. Two 
Leadership.Camps of a-·days' duration', organised by the Bombay CLM. 
Federation, are conducted by ·5evs"·Niketan mainly for the working 
youth of, the city. The main purpose of these camps is 'to 'provide 

. opportunities to· ·the, particiRants 1'0 learn, in a practical way, 
about the nature of Leadership through psychological techniques 
deeigned to develop initiative and ability to handle probleme and 
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communicate ideas. These CWD,PS have proved most useful in produc
ing a core of dynamic young people who return to their milieu en- ' 
thusiastic and trained to carry out their mission in the world. 
Public Speaking Courses cond~cted'at several parts of the city by 
the Christian Speakers Forum of Seva Niketan, have every year 
fostered motivation and initiated over seventy-five Or eighty 

,. people from all walks of life in the techniques of speaking with 
~confidence in public. The Course is based 'on Fr. James Keller's 
. book 'How to become a Leader'. These courses are being conducted 
for the last seven years by the CLM group of Seva Niketan. A 3-or 
4-day Action-oriented Seminaron Social Work is 'A Living Christian 
Experience' based 6n the CLM way of life, where experienc.es. in the 
apostolate are shared in small groups. Likewise quarteriy Action
oriented Seminars on Urban Social WOrk as follow-ups of the previous 
courses are a regular and fruitful activity. For the last 4 years 
too ,Seva Niketan has also been organising 5-day Urban Welfare 
Seminars for young priests, once every term, to initiate them into 
the ministry and give them an exposure to the main problems in an 
urban set-up and share their experiences with CLMers' of the city. 

AU important feature of all these camps and Seminars are the 
moving Liturgical services with their meaningful participation 
through spontaneous prayer and joyful singing which make' them a 
deep spiritual experience f()r many of the delegateS. Retreats, 
Recollections and talks on subjects of interest to the Catholic 
.layman "are also organised from time to time to help our lay people 
enrich their spiri~al life. 

Moreover the Morning Star, a monthly publication invites 
CLMers of allover the country to share their experiences in Chri~ 

, tian living and in the. apostolate. ' 

In a city like Bombay where social ills are rampant Seva Ni
ketan realized the felt need of la~ching into the field of social 
apostolate in order to give the cur Uni tis of diocese and country 
a concrete demonstration of how to translat'e into action some, of 
the resolutions taken. at 'these camps and Seminars. And so grew up 
what today is called' the Social Service Centre of Seya Niketan. 

The following are, the social work activities carrie9. out at 
Seva Niketan mostly with the help of six professional trained 
social workers in collaboration with a good number of volunteers, 
many of .them CLMers of our group as well as of other groups of 
the city: ' 
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Family Service: 	An eXperienced social worker arranges for 
ferrals and guidance on family problems. 

"'Em=pl.;;;;.o...YID""""e:;:n::..;t;.....;;;Bur=.=.e=au:: Candidates are competently tested 
prepared for interviews by a team of trained 
workers and vol.unteers. A sponsorship Scheme 
helps deserving candidates l.earn a job-oriented' 
skin. ' 

Dii6pensaz:.ti 	 Six honorary doctors, one nurse and vol.unteers 
, offer compl.ete service to an average 'of l.00 
patients daily. X':"Ray, Screening done 'bY a 
Rad10l.ogi,st. pathol.ogy: Tests dail.y ,carried 
out' by a l.aboratorytechnic'ian.'

.-' - . 	 " , 

, Child Guidance Clinic: . Treatment'and gu.idatice offered bY. a 
Psychiatrist, 2 Psychol.ogists, speech thera
pist and.apediatrician 'so'ci81 :worker. ;, 

Counsel.l.ing Bureau:. Samarita.ns-
n 
Psychiatris,t;.PsYchiatric 

social worker and befrienders hel.lf·sol.ve"emo 
tiona! probl.ems of adul..ts. , 

~ «.' .' • • . ~", ; ~ 
t· -' 

MarriageCounsel.liruf Burea.u: Guidanoe' by a team of :experts. 

Legal Bureau: 	 Offers professional hel.p under a panel. of ho, 
norary l.awyers.·. ',~ -., 

Alcohol.ic Inf-ormation Centre-: Imparts infori!latio-n' abOut aleg, 
hol.ism. 

Three 'Colnmunity. Pro;! e'cts: Conducted by three M1-time trained 
, Commw1:ity, Prganizefs. ' 

Three Mobil.e Medical.: Units:' Eac~·comp:r:l.ses'a doctor, 'two 
nurses,one sodEa ~orkera:r1dvol.unteers 
atin~ in the .community projects. 

Future Plans: 	 Drying-out-Centre':" ,To' provide :{'s}:felter 
conditioning to ,destitute arcohofics~ 

~ ., . , 

Seva Niketan 'hall! 'ind.eed come a long waY since 1 t"s 'incePtion 
in 1958. But :i;1!I"hasyet far to go, ,if our VisiOn 9f'a country, 
1~bera:tedfrom a.l1 oppressil:lgevils; ..,'and where :the aspiration of 
todSy's' man 'fOr a 'climate of freedoDl and of more htiman' , living 
conditions in which hecM uow'to' maturity, ana- aelf..;fUl.fUmen1(:"': 
,is to become a 	 reality., " . . ' . ' 

J. PUJOL 
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THE STATEMENT OF THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF CLCs 
P DECEMBER 1971. 

'11 
I The 'Philippine National Federation of Christian Life Com-
L muni ties feeling t):le urgency of the times, affirms along 
I with other concerned groups, the task of liberating our 
P people and helping towards the total development of the 
i? nationol' 
I 
N We affirm that as Christians weare called to this work of 
E liberation and development. 'We believe that it is part of 
S our Christian witness 'to affirm that the work of liberation 

,and development iea fulfillment o,f the design of, the Father. 

In viewof this we set for 'oUrselves the following priorities 
as imperatives to be carried out and implemented. We shall seek 
their implementation in our respective units, e:v:en as we take a 
stand on these points asa National Federation. 

1. We will carry out . a pri:>gramtowards the formation of the 
authentic Christian; we will ,seek the formation and practice of a 
liturgy that, incorporates Filipino life:, ;its values, culture and 
problems. 

2. We will work and fight for the equitable distribution of 
goods and resources and help set up' the structures that support 
this equitable distribution. 

3. We shall help to carry out ,the task of liberation: to work 
with the victims of oppression so that they may come out in full 
freedom and development; to work ,with those who unknowingly haYe 
lent themselves to the dehumanizing conditions for they too are 
in nee,dof ,liberation. We shall Work for the development of the 
total man. ' 

4., ,The monopoly of poli·tical power, a damaging off-shoot of 
our pseudo-democracy, continues to be thec!iu,se ,of so muchinjuetice 
and violence. We will do in our power, what we canas a Christian 

, community to help breli!k this source of tyranyo and injustice. 

5. We call for an educational system that truly forms social 
consciousness in us, Filipinos; we demand that the educational 
process truly and effectively plant, in the Filipino a knowledge
and: pursuit of human value'S. . ' 



We are aware/ that this is a tremendous task. that we have 
taken upon ourselves. We perceive the painful implications of this 
Christian affirmation. But we dare not keep silence, for the cause, 
of the many injustices andinhumani ties we want to fight against 
can very well be la'id at our feet. In these urgent·times, to keep 
silence and not· take a stand, to take a stand and not to ,act on 
it, is to deny the very ,essence of our Christian commitment. 

(This statement was approved and formulated during the National 
General Council Meeting at Zamboanga City, Dec. 26 to 30, 1971)· 

SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME ? 
R 
H Cycling to Understanding 
o 
D A dozen boys cycling, up a hill, puffing because th.e going is 
E hard, sweating 'because the sun is hot, making slow progress 
S because they are more used to cars than propelling themsel
I ves. At the time of. writing that, is just what is happening 
A somewhere in Rhodesia and it is not only plain exercise wt 

an exercise in understanding. 

The boys come from one of' the Catholic multi-raciai schools 
run by the Marist Brothers. At this school there are Af;ians, 
Africans, Coloureds and Europeans - Chrif;tians, Hindus and Moslem 
The spirit of the school is excell,Ent and many barriers between 
the races have been broken down. But in our. own individual. fight 
against racism - the one that must continUe all our life for pre
judice is not limited by age or place -, there is always Work to 
be done. At least that is the view of the Moderator of the Chris! 
ian Life Group and his members. He wishes to bind his sm~l group 
of twelve members together as much as possible. This group like 
the school has representatives of all races. And during the pres
ent holidays, theyf;et out on a three hundred mile trip together. 
Their plan is to visit a mission there, a school ~here. Perhaps 
they will help to do. some small jobs on the way. But the main aim 
of the trip is to grow in knowledge' of and in union with each 
other, to break down the barriers that separate each one of. us 
from our neighbour, even more so when the colour of our skin' is 

,different. Each evening they will get to£etherto discuss common 
problems and to share their prayer, to deepen their spiritual un
derstanding' of love and service. 

,Already during the term time, they have gone off now ,and again 
on a Friday evening,to spend the night in conversation on common tol!. 
ics and then in the morning to share an hour of. prayer. This has, 
brought them together in a marvellous way and it is hoped the trip 
will bind them even closer. 
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Wh~re's Peter? 

UWhere's Peter?", the young girl shouts out ,the bus window. The 
bus with two {)f the school groups is jus,t about' to leave after 
the very enjoyableweekenCi spent at the lakeside" some -t\venty, miles 
from Salisbury. The camp site is called Pax Park and this is what 
we have experienced, Peace. 

, "WlH';re' s Pe;ter?" she, shouts again. Gradu8J.ly the bus is filling 
up and soon will be leaving but still there is no sign of Peter., 
The week-end of discussion between four school CLGs has ended 'in 
a rather ro~ghand tumble rugger match in 'which ~y,~ and girls; 
had taken place and Peter has in fact dashE!d off for a qu~~k shower. 
But the young gi:rl was not to be disappointed,. A minute or two 
before, the bus, departs, Peter _ a six foot, well buil;t, son of, 
an Afric;:an sub-inspector - arrives to ,arrange another meetj.ng, 
wi thhis ,European friend. Probably she ,had had very fewoppor
t'?-l1Lties to qeal wi thAfricans in ,this _~ontext, having only seen 
her family's servants. Let's hope that Peter has helped to break 
,down a barrier and has himself benefited from this w,eekendin his 
fight against 'racial prejudice. 

Que Que 1972 

'This year" the annual Christian Life Schools Meeting will be 
ltaking ;Pl~c~ at the Marist Brothers'College at Que Que, more 
or,J.es~bang in, theCent~e of Rhodesia. Each -year for more ;than 
ten years, there, have been meetings 'of this sort.-Some thirty 
schOOlS wiil be sending at least two representatives. However 
this, year, we hope that :j.t will, be moremUlti-racial than 'ever. 
Sharing ,dormitories, sharing meals, sharing discussions, shar
ing' problems, sharing recr.eatipn, we hope that our CLG'Movement 
will-help to bring some of the YOulig, people of this country' closer 
togethe:t:. - , ' , 

P •.A.R.D. 
, , 

All ,of us here in Rhodesia, -have -to "be on our guard ,against 
- Ra,c,ial prejudice. It can be ,blatant -or almost ,invisible"public, 

or priVa.te.· Recently a ne,wgrpup was formed:~eo~le !gainst~acia1' 
Eiscrimination. It ,is hopedt~at our own, C.L.',G. s. ,:,ill, d,~allthey 
can to help this new body of ,men of good-wili. The battie a,gainst 
Racism ,is here 'a'continual ope,- all CLG members must ta.ke' part in 
it. Perhaps; ,the,' victories so far have, been insignificant, but 
taken together, theyadcLl.lp _to ,something. -Shape .of things to"come? 
At ,least we hope ,so'.; " 

, Dennis MANGAN s.;t. 
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'FIRST STEPS OF EUROPEAN OOOPERATION IN , 
THE FIELD OF DEVELOPMENT AND LIBERATION 

The Ohristian'Life Communities of Europe have formed a Eur..,. 
opean Equipe (Team), whose purpose is "to help the greatest 
possible number of people to live, a more apostolic life in 
the spirit of the Spiritual Exercises", 

MANRESA '70 

The year after it was established. the European Equipe assembled 
about 80 persons, leaders in the different national CLCfedera
tions, for a deliberation on the topic: "How can we promote an i,!! 
creased awareness and a transformation of structures'with the 'aim 
of achieving justice for those who live on the fringes of soci
ety?". A questionnaire on the actual si tuatio.n in Europe as re
gards this problem wa,s completed' by the participants as' part of 
an intensive preparation for t:qe gathering. 

Spurred by this preparation, the Manresa participants acquired ~_ 
real grasp of the structures responsible for poverty and of the 
rights of the poor. They concluded: 

1) 	It is rtecessary for our Communities to .find a new style of 
life,personal and communitarian.living together the love 
of Christ poor in s\j.ch a: way that they will be a, visible 
and effective sign directed toward the poor. 

2) 	It is necessary that each' one truly align himself with 
those who are struggling for a radical change ,in society~ 

FIRST: A DEEPER AWARENESS 

One must recognize that at Manresa the Christian Life Comm~ 
. i ties of Europe were not yet sufficiently se,nsi tized norknovvledg!!, 
able enough to be able to undertake a concrete action. It was clear 
that we needed to give top priority to this basic matter. It is 
necessary to convince all our members 9f 'this need for change 'in 
all the soci81 structures of our western_ world, and tnat only a 
radical conversion of C~ristians will be 'able to effect such a 
change. 

In 1971 the English FederatiOn was the first to hold a meeting., 
one fO.r the English-speaking countries~ The topic studied was 
the Common Mar~et, and especially what the expansion of the Com
mon Market mi~t mean for the less developed countries. In Germa
ny, a report prepared by a Work Group under the leadership of An
dreas Hater marked the start of reflection '.and of sensitizing. 



Austrla.aDeliberation fl?r the. GeI'lllan":speaking region Will 
this coming August. In France too a gathering on the sub 

"The Life of Faith and 'Poli:tical ResponsibilitJ:" will b; 
of this year ,with participation from . different 

COMING EUROPEAN DELIBERATION 

" 'The ~fforts now,in progress in the different language regions 
and theresults that will ensue are pointing toward a new Delibera 
tion on the European level. This would bring together the ef: 
forts of E~opean CLOs and could envisage the possibility of con
crete action, something we, were not able to achieve at Manresa. 
This deliberation is already in the planning stage and a. European 
Work Group has been formed with this in view~ The acceptablere,! 
ponse for, us will involve first of al;:L freeing ourselves from ex
cessive concern for and attachment to money and possesi~ns. 

AND THEN - OONCRETE AOTION 

The Equipe h,as taken some steps in this direction. The General 
Assembly of Mani-esa invited us to cooperate wholeheartedly and 

. sincerely with the organizations already at work in the develop
ment sector. To engage. in such cooperation, one must know .who 
they are. The "Action Groupe for International Development" es
tablished in 1970 a temporary international secretariat to.m!iin
tainand extend these contacts. Its activities as well !is a list 
of, the principal organizations working for development have been 
brought to the attention of the national federations. But, the 
question posed at Manresa, and which remains, is how the work now 
in progress can more fully '''giVe support to the action of our 
comrades, already committed or asked to co~it themselves,in such 
a way that it will'make possible: 

- a sensitizing a.:ild.a real collaboration at the international le~ 
el 

- basic research into the real and, not just the 'apparent causes 
of the evils that are noted 

- precise and bold research into the rB.dical solutions needed 

- a study of the strategy of development-, fOCUsing on the key sec 
tors, the most needy,the centers of decision 

- the setting in motion of select'ed methods of formation, both 
for developing thespiri t in which we wish to .act (no,t at all 
simil'ar to certain kinds of action that we. know too well).' and 
fora study of particular devel'opment techniques as well as an 
underl\ltanding of the problems involved." 

Nl.cholas ROORDA VANEYSINGA 



AN ACTION OF THE EXECUTIvE COUNCIL 

Last JanUary ,during the papal audience given to the Executive. 
c::ouncil, a card \VaE! given to the pope by Betty Leone. It 
signed by all the .memberl!! of the Executive Council and . bore 

.following meSE!agei ". 

"The Executive Board of. the World Fe.deration of ChriE!tian Life 
Comm:u.nities, grateful: for recent .Papal· teachings on. Justice tina: 
Peace in the world, . lovingly urge oUr Holy' Father to'continueto 
emphasi·z.e the need for a s.enseof 'communityin' the family of na,... 
tions~' . . 

a sense of E!haring rather than of competition 

a senl!!eof·hutnancommunity rathe.r than of narrownational~am. 
, ; '. , 

In accord .Withy'ou we 1:i~lieve ther~.must be stressed the' need 
:for alternative political and economic structures that will pro
motei'ul.l human development for all men. ,We support you in your 
.08.l1 fora new world order based,not on~ a mad ~ompetitionfor mile 
i tary and economic pO'wer but based on a spirit of fraternalcol1ab· 

.oration--shar:i,.ng the resources of this' world' wi t1): the whole family· 
.of man. 

The only compe1;ition--to . be first in the proml)tion 

'We are happ;y to' infO'rm all .~. readers who answered 
our appeal of last ·1day'that t . thanks to the1rgane
rO'l!!ity, the necel!!l!!&ry tundl!! 'f(jr our trlpto .Asia .. 
have 'been assembled. Thestftl!! ,received (ranging 
from the verymodel!!t.tO' the quite large) and the '. 
enct'1Uragi.ng .' wordE!'t;h8;t; accompanied . them, give 
witnel!!l!!tomore tbtim l!!iJ!lple friendl!!hip.Thefare I!!O 

man;r.l!!ipa of the personal commitment that gives ,to 
OllrYl9rid; coJilmunitf its vitality and itsd,ynami!3JD. 
~'mo:ALLAVERYWAmf tHANic YOU•. ' '. ;. .... 

http:enct'1Uragi.ng
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.. by Jacques SOMMET, S.J. 

Let lis beginw:i.th something·· that aotual.ly . happened. Sev... 
eral. ye'ars ago a nli1:i.tant 1I1arx:lst. twenty .years old, very :i.nvolved 
in things, oompletely ignorant of. ChriStianity, enveloped in his' 
closed mental. universe, met the gospel. He happened to . put. his 
hands on.s: oopy of the Gospel of Saint Mlitthew.By.ohance. he 
read ohapter 5; the Beatitudes and the $ermonon the Mount. And 
after -that he ;aaid.: From now on Ioannot ignore that. 

Here then was Ii man 'oompletely given over to aoertain 
development projeot, and one that seemed to make sense. Nowhere 
did the link betweeritheoryand praotioe. be"tween oI'ganizat:j.on 
and liberation .. seem to him: so olear. as in. his ownpartY.An.d yet, 
the GOspel shed new light on al.1 of' that •. 

This episodesugges1;s that w~ rethink these great questions 
of our time in terms of the thrust of the Gospel. Not:thatj;he 
G0i:lpelh.ands ussomemag1o .- f'ormuJ.a· for an effe9tivetElohnique • 

.Bti.tat least it invites us;;o prQbethe ,meaning of th~ key words 
contained ino:ur appr()ach, anti in this way to mSkasol!le oriti,cal. 
judgments about the future that they propose to us. Development?
Liberation? .' . . 

. I '. - The· Gospei and Development 

Let us take the text of Matthew Chapter 5 at Verse 17. "Do 
think that I 'have oOllleto abolish the Law or the Prophets. I 

llave not come to abolish them but to' complete them.:" . Such is, 
"after the Beatitudes, the first statement of Jesus Clu'istin this 
_discourse,. at the moment where He wants to specify what is lIIeant 
1:lY "praotical.Chris:tianaotion". What.does this hav-e·.to do with 
!ievelopment? To understand this, {)nelilUstg(Lbaokt~ what was 
meant by the Law at this period. It was.notfirst-'ofa:ll a; legal. 
code in the way .i,n which we, understand. i.t--somethingwhioh speci.;. 

··fies rights and imposesregulat:i.ons. Rather . the Jel'l":I,sh Law re
eemb1ed what :wemightoal"l an: ('or;der of<just~.Cei·..__ justice of. 
man and o.f-Godat the. same time. Itw~s~besooial..structure 
WhiCh at ;that time made it possibJ;e for Jewish society. after 

.go;LngthroUghterribletritlls: 'to be·;econstituted.,Therewear~ 
-very close, wl:lenwesp~ak of. the Je\Vish Law at the tim'eofJesus• 
. . tbWbatwouldllecSlJ,ed.t9o,ay "development" •. 9n_cond;~ioA. that 
.is,. that development betaken to iliclude thedynami~ asp~ot of 

http:hav-e�.to
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progress in a'just society. Let u~ not forget that the People of 
Israel had just fo~d again'its internal force as a society, af
,ter gOing through the difficult situation of, an occupied people, 
by its renewed adhesion to the Law. uniti~ them in their social 
morali ty and in their fidelity to God.iSo too w~ must not be deceived: 
when Jesus in verses 21 and :n. 31 and 33, and 38, a.ppeals to the 
Law, He insists'on the institutional and dynamic dimensions which 
a society simply must have, if it is to emerge from'die-hard immo
bility. Without these, it will break up. If we read and really 
hear these Verses, we can say that the Gospel requires of practi 
cal Chrlstianity that it translate itself first of all into an 
organic advance in justice. This is what we call, in its econom
icaspect, Development. 

II ... Liberation and the Sermon on the Mount 

But the Gospel is not satisfied with the duty of dynamic ob
servanCe of the Law, nor is the Christian satisfied with devel
opment. A further step is necessary, starting from the moment. 
when one has committed oneself to develOPment•. 

Let us come back to the Sermon on the Mount, starting with. 
Matthew Chapter 5, verse· 21. The structure of the discourse is at 
once.clear and subtle. Jesus Christ recalls the Law ~a the fact 
that it is not only necessary but is objective--applicable to 
all. He says, ,"You [plural] hav~ heard", and cites the law(verse 
21). In verse 27, "You [plural] have heard that it has been said 
[to all]". And, in7erse'3l, "It has been said". But 1;hil5i re
minder issues each time in 'a personal appeal, an appeal to the 
use of freedom. After verses 21 and 22 there is an abrupt move
ment to an invitation to conscience acting in freedom and beyond 
the Law. This is. marked by the trm;lsition from "you"-p;j.ural to 
"you"-singularj .it deals therefore with something surpassing the 
Law. See for example verse, 2)., "If you (singular] present your. 
,offering•••", and vers,e29, "If your[singuJ..ar] eye is an occasion 
of sin. to you••.• ", 'anCl again verse 42, i'G.ive to him who aSks you 

,[singulat-j •• ;'I. This shift from you-plural to Y011-singular is not 
found after eachpracla.mation of the Law. But 0'£ tM content 
there' can beBo doubtr always Jesus iscal1ingon man to freely 
gobeY0Ji1,d:t'be requ.irements bfthe' Law. . 

Ihterms Qf contemporary life this has' a' precise meaning: 

the Gospel doee n-ot call us only to taSkS involviligthELorgimic 

development of justice. .Instead the Christian who has read the 

Beati tudea ,ought to move on frellt development to ,free act:\:vi ty to. 
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is not'ob+igated.· This supposes that, running through
'and beyond 'collective duties, there .will be other fre.e decisions, 
'issuing f'.rom a .generous love. This do~~ not mean that the resul t
ing activity will be individual, but that the individual creative 
d:ecision i'6 the source and the goal of development. In this sense 

'development, for the Christian, .is the necessaI"Y underpinning for 
li-beration;. but thiS implies an enthusiasm in th~ liberty and. an 
imaginativeness in its use. which goes beyond the organic .dimen
sions Of dev:.elopment. 

III ... The 'Liberty of the Sons' of God 

But all has not been said when one has described the 
relationship between development' and liberation. Something else 
{llustbemade. clear: for the Christian, true liberation is not the 
result solely of his decision lived out by him alone and according 
to his norms. Liberation is human liberty supported and corrected 
by the creative liberty of GOd. The whole last part Q:f the Sermon 
on the MOUl).t,beginningwithMattnew Chapter 6 is structured by· a 
concern to put us on our guard against decisions made entirely on 
oUr own or frol!legoistic motives. What is there suggested is ra

.ther an activity issuing .f.rom a continual dialogue between our 
free actions and the free actions of God: alII10sgiring, prayer 
and fasting...;-as well as the group acts that these imply: justice, 
liturgy, action to eliminate the hunger, ilithe world. 

I 

Such is the broad path of Christian inUiative in the world• 
. "is important to deal with questions of development, of that 

organic.justice which the 'world situation calls for. This will 
have to be accomplished .by unleashing those initiatives in 'the 
cause of liberation 'by which personlS, individually andcollec.... 
.tively., givepriori.ty to development.· But pez-sons are not ;freed 
except in an encounter with God, froinwhom freedom c·omes. Such 
is the. path opened uP/ by the Ri:sen Christ: . that .of 'tlle Christian 
'vocatiOn, which is the freedom of the grown-up Children of God, 
continually renewed and set free from their chains by the life of 
Christ in all. 

http:givepriori.ty


OUR OWN EVANGELIZATION (1) 

by BroJher Mic~el, Taize 

If reciproCity is to become a reality' in the Church, the 
humber of missionaries which the Third World send.s to the "Older 
Christian countries' will· have to grow. .To ·balance the flow in 
the other direction from. the Churches, of Europe and North Ameri
ca, thousands 'ofAfrican, Asiatic and Latin-American Christiane 
wO.uld have to be ready to leave their land in order, to bring hope 
to the. industrialized peoples. 

That the very "poor should bring hope to the rich, surely 
that must seem a contradiction. Can one be the bea.rer of a mes
sage of hope anlong peoples who are more powerful and bi9tter pro:" 
videdfor materiaily? Is it not rather the nations which have 
"suc.ceeded" who should send messengers to the less fortunate?·And 
1>esides, it is said,' if·there is a surplus of Asiatic or African 
missionaries, would it not be better for ,tliemfirs't to preach the 
gospel to the non-Christians aroUnd them, before. turning towards 
Canada or Hoiland? 

Throughout the history of the Church, 'religiousmissionarY 
aqtiv:j. ty and cultural expansion have often gQne together. It-is 
from peoples or empires in process of expansion that missionaries 
set out for subject countries or those intended for subjection. 
So it was wi th the Roman missions to Ireland, to England arid' to 
central Europe in the fifth century. Later under Charl.emagne it 
was the Franks who pushed. toward Scandinavia. or the Slavic plains. 
More than that, in' the East they encountered the emissaries of 
another empire, the ~yzaritine, who were evangelizing as far as 
Russia. After. the first Christian mill~nium, Byzantium is in de
cline before the advance of Islam. ,But western Europe, in full 
econom:ic and culturaldevelopmen-t, thr.ows i tsel.f into. the Cru
sades, the itlGst ambitioul:l!,and ambiguous blend ever'attempted be
tween m~1i tar)' and missionary effort. In the fifteenth century. 
the Iberian pemnsula, as'11 resulto:f:i.ts spreading irtt;i.uency, 
brings the sW9rd and Christianity to' Asia, Africa and the :two 
America,,', .. .Atliioout the csame time, Orthodox missionaries .leave· 

.Russia..f6rSi"b,eria, .. Still- later, d1l.ring tlie industrialexpailsion . 
of 'th~ ,ProteEitant coUntries, ,the ReformChur.ches of a· sudden mill

'., . tiplytliElUlmissions,' though the;!' had bSflnsingularly inactivE! in 

(1) 	Article whiohappeared in COMTiWNION,and reprodUced here With 
generous authorization of the Community of Taize. 
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this field since ,their beginning. Finally, in the twentieth cen
tury, the United States, now a great power, floods first Asia and 
then Latin America with its mili tarj. commercial and religious 
representative's. 

The ,Christian minorities of Asia and Africa, and Latin Ameri 
can Christianity too, are the heirs in our day of this,kind of 
missionary ~ctivi ty.' In many respects these Churches are bodies 
,somewhat alien, 'marked by the influence of the dominant powers. 
By the grandeur of their buildings--often, in these coUntries, 
the Churches, . the school!3 and the, religious hospitals are the 
most important buildings--and the international ramifications of 
their personnel and their finances, they reflect the· riches of 
th'e countrie's whenc,e, came their missionaries. It is the same with 
their customs, beginning with the rational effectiveness of their 

,organization. 

This shOrt review of history shows that missionary effort 
and economic' and cultural expansion are often inseparable,. And 
yet, it has no1; always been so. Anyone with even a',slight know
ledge of Church history knows well, that the most rapid expansion 
the Church ever had occurred when Christians were undergoing 
bloody persecutions, ,when its members belonged, to the lower so
cial classes and when their,fai th came from an obscure colonized 
region, a small minority people. 

folongside this obvious case, one can cite other examples of 
missionary effo~s·that took their origin from a situation of ec
onomic and cul turB.l inferiority. ,Thus the' Irish who evangelized 
western Europe from the sixth to the ninth century. Or, in our 
day, the Pentecostal movementf! now in rapid expansion and which 
recrui t their members above all among the lower ,social classes., 

Another contemporary example comes from Islam. It is grow
ing in Africa mo,re rapidly than Christianity, and yet without or
ganized missionary effort' and in spite of the fact 1;hat the Mos
lem countries at present are not poli tical],y or culturally domi
nant. 

The'se, examples show th?-t missionary activity has not al
ways been effected by peoples in the position of conquerors. All 
the same, the list of missiona,ry actions that, took their origin 
from a situation of "weakness" is much shorterithan that of mis
sions achieved with "I!luscle". 

'34 .:.. 



, ' 

Theproolem, is of great importance today Oecause all 
missions linked to the European. e;xpansion of the last centuries 
are in crisis. Thecrieis has many causes. The missionaries them 
selves no longer wish to be at the same time messengers of Christ 
and agents of a fore~gn power. The peoples who receive, the mis
sionaries refuse ,anything that would bea forced :j.mposition of 
another ,culture .On the contrary, they are in searcl10f their own ' 

, cultural ident,i ty ,in the midst of .current upheavals. The crisis' 
has a third cause, iDore complex. The technologicalcivilization~ 
which 'in our days, is ' stretching out to incl,udeall the countri es 
of the world, finds severed the links which 'it once was aOle,;to 
have ~i th the Christianityof the ,countries where' it arose. The 
divorce between,this civilization and" the Christian missionaryef 
fortis then found in the value system of that te-chnology itself; 
quite as much as in it$ desire to be independentof'theChurches; 
And that technology,let i tbe said in passing, spreads acro 1313 

the world far \Dore, effectively than any religion what;ever. 

*' 
* ~.. 

Fundamentally, what is it that converts someone? What is it 
that I.e ts one be persuaded to' adhere to a new fai th, witll the en
tirely new interpret'ation of the world, of life, of death, thatit 
proposes? If theologyte'aches that conversion ,is an effect'of 
the grace of God, we must ask ,the question'in this way: how does 
grace act in bringing: about ·a {,lonversion?' ' ' 

Perhaps the fundamental, argument of tl1~ old-time missiQnary 
might be put like .:I;his: "The ,God that I preach is ·the strongest IU' 
Or, today, "The God that I announce answers better the fundamen
tal questions of existence I "This kind of argument 'is well 11..; 
lustrated by the technique of Saint Boniface, missionary to Ger
many. To prove howweJ,l-founded his message,was, Boniface,seized 
an axe and 'cut doW!! the sacred oak 'of the local forest divinities; 
when nothing happened to him,' we are told that he said: "It, is 
iqy God who:i;.st1:le strongest, beside Him nothing is sacred'" An,ot,!! 
er 111ustratio,n,. stillmore 'spectacula.r and mO,re ,ancient: the 
prophet ,Elias 'al1dhis ,challenge' to the priests of the nature' 
cults, (1 Kings 18: 20,...40). Here the c:onfrontation ends withthe 
massaGre of those who' Were not heard 'by their gods. One would 
mention '!ilao th~ miracles of Jesus and Of his first apostles. 

What, ;ishighlj,gnted 'in these examples is the pawero:(Go.d.~ 
Now, missi:ana!'y activity wnich accompanies the e;xpansion, of , an 
empire transforms this argument. In place of invoking the pow'et 
of God, i tmakes useinevitably of the power of i ts countryo~' 
origin asa ,proof of the legitimacy of it's message. In so far 
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as there is'a,plausible identification between the faith announced 

• and the power 'of the nation which sends the announcer, this argu
:memt has weight. Thus t the missionary wIlois well.....fed and well
clothed, of tall stature and with: along beard, assured each 

..mOnthof his salary, armed with his technological knowledge an.d 
his univ~rsitytraining, how can he fail to impress the villager 
of- New Guinea or the peasant of Bolivia when he speaks of his all
powerful God?, 'Still, when the identification between the power 
of the country which sends him and thefaith h,eanno1l1lceS no 
longer opportune or l>ecomes doubtful t the argument disappears. 

But what of those who preach the gospel from asituation of 
'politic~Cor economic weakness? Their appeal iE! diff~rent. They 
can say • "In spiteof your lowliness, . God is interested in you 
and is capl;l.ble of helping you, j~st as He does for me 'who am an
n6uncing his Gospel".' Ifth~example of' the preacher is authen
tic, the. argument is strong. Historians of the Churchte;Ll us 

'that in ancient Rome the Christians impressed others by their sex 
ualethics-':"respectfor woman,monogamous and permanent ,marriage-: 
in asqciety in the"processof breaking up, . and by their lavish 
'care of the poor and the dead--these last, the Christians assured 
a decent burial even when it was a"qu.estion of the bodies of name 
less personsaband6nedinthe street. In our day in Brazil, the 
Pentecostals a:l:'e spreading in the slums by their close unity and 
their spirit of mutual help, and by their observ:ance o.f a strict 
moral, code, especially striking, in .their total abstinence and 
their real mcinogamyin. a milieu where alcoholism and free love are 
.the rule. 

* 

If" the' missiOnaries of the Third World venture into: the 
countries of older Christianity.. they come .there' in a position ,of 
inferiority.' The in-ternational s'ituai;ion makes their countri es 

, dependent and subject to many pressures and even ofdi:rect infer
ence•. From time to timerepreseni;atives of these poor'countries, 
whether Christians or not, but, bearers ofa mesl;lage,< make appeal ' 
all the same to the example of their own, civilizationt"more hUman; 
"less hectic, more spontaneous". ' The a,ppeal is not' without 'force 
since these values are cruelly lacking intechnologic6.l civiliza
tion. However, the problem remains that rio one is able to show 
hpw.(me might benefit from' the acquisition of technology and at 

'thesame ·time not lose--'-orfind again--the human, values' of '. soc
ialism;neitherthe countriesin the process of,change,northe var ' 

, ious forms, o·f capital·ism have succeeded in making this synthesis 
in a s,atis'fyittg way. . , 



From now on, missionary activi ty will necessarily have to 
rid itself of all cultural reference. In this regard the si tua
tion will eventually, more and more, be the same for all' miss
ionaries, whether they come from rich or poor countries. Both 
of them will have to achieve their results by the gospel message 
alone. One sees 'i't well when the missionary ,effort re~ol:'les too 
much around tasks of ,economic and cultural promotion: at, the end 
of a certain time the:te is no 'longer need to refer to' the Christian 
faith to pursue them. ' 

~rue enough, the sense of greater spontaneity shown by an 
African missionary, for , will happily complement or que,s
tion the habit o'f organization and of planning of a European. But 
that will rather be accidental. The essen.tial message will remain 
that of the dignity of man, of every man, and his fUndamental 
equality before God, whatever be his nationality orculture or 
race or social class. 

This aspect of the Christian message is often not yet under
stood, except in an intellectual way and without really orienting 
concrete life. In our day one finds reappearing in many coun
tries, - both rich and poor, a tendency to remain at home, to iso
late oneself wi thin one IS own frontiers. This trend is present 
:j.n the political and economic fields. It is 'seen tqo in the 
will to affirm or to forge an original national culture and per
sonality. If it is question only of a tranSitory phase, such an 
isolation can be of value, particularly for countries in a si t
uation of dependence. They can in this way gain the time they need 
to strengthen themselves, to find themselves, before they go out 
to meet others on an equal footing. But these positive aspects' 
never counterbalance the bad effects of isola;;ion: discriminat
ion, prejudLces, national pride, racism, cultural regression. 

Unless, that is, the Church steps in as the yeast of univer
sali ty. If she is able to stimuiate the exchange of people, of 
ideas, of means, in such' a way that there isreal reciprocity, 
she will'give the ex~ple of an authentic human brotherhood. For 
this it'helps to multiply "visits"; and first of all, such as 
will bring to the people of the dominant nations representative 
messengers from the inhabitants, of the poor countries. 

It is out of this will come that brotherly commUniori by 
which the Christian message, stripped of all other support, will' 
come to be buttressed. One could not im~gine anything better. 
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AN ECUMENISM OF DEVELOP!IIENT? 

by Jose Maria GONZALEZ-RUIZ 

There are words which as a result of being misused by many 
different.people lose their proper identity, and end by being em
ploye~ in senses completely the opposite. 

This is'the case with the word. "development" when it is ap
plied to the advance of humanity. Does it have a positive 
really revolutionary--or does it. serve only :to designate a refor.!!! . 
ism which appears to be prog;ressive but which in reality is only 
holding back that advance? 

In any case when we speak-here of development, we place our
selves on a Christian platform. Christiarts as such do not have a 
concrete political program t9 propose. one that competes with 
other programs of' different kinds in the great market of political 

. options. The Holy Spirit has not guaranteed to the Church a..mo
nopoly on the interpretation and the transformation of. this world 
to whi.ch we belong and this history which we painfully forge to
gether. This is whY-a1l development, considered under its techni
cal aspect,' ought to shY away from employing the term, "Chris
tian": democracy, development, socialism, revolution are not 
Christian, but neither are they necessarily strangers to Christi_ 
anity. 

The question Which we pose to ourselves in as far as we are 

Christians is to know whether, in the face of the different pol

i tical, economic and social options whicp.are 'at present in the 

air, it does riot matter which one we select.. Are, we free to 

choose ,according to our wllimany one of the options? 


The answer iscategorical-: NO. And it is precisely in this 
attitude when faced with the great options that one can firet dis 
cern and then achieve the· true Christian ecumenism: convergence 
in, the same practice of lOve .of the -neighbor. 

In the first place, l,et us recall that the Gospel iea, Good 

News.. But the announcemen.t of this Good News does not mean ·that 

it is .9. heavenly discourl;3e which maintains itself iii a neutrai 

equilibrium: Let. us not 'forget'that the Beatitudes needed to 

be proclaimed at the same time as the Maledictions (Luke 6: 20
26h Our love of man certainly must be universal, 'but, love in a 

double ,direc,tion: loveinfav~:ll:' of the poor,the oppresse.d,the 




expioited, the under-developed; and love against the rich, 
oppressors, the exploi ters,the authors of under-de'velopment. 
the moment when they go' about discerning between the different·. 
options, Christians cannot choose those which COVer over or hide 

-or mask this painful reality. 

In the sec.ond place, we Chx:istians cannot forget that the 
bourgeois ideology 'which at first carried the odor of 'anticleri
cali,sm and anti-religion, 'learnedl.ater on that the more .profit-·· 
able wa:ywas to'manipul.ate Christian consciimces and to make of 
the preaching of the gospel a justification for and a benediction 
upon their fundamental attitudes. The German sociologist Max Web
er has emphasized the decisive influence of the Protestant ethic 
on the birth and the development of capitalism. 'But we. ought to 
recognize that all ,of the Christian churches, allowed themselves 
to be to a large degree manipulated by the new mastlilrs of thein-, 
dustrial society. It is from, that that there arose that "~ani

tized" gospel which was satisfied to tickle agreeably,.the refined 
ears of our pious bourgeOisie, as St•.Paul long ago foresaw when 
he wrote to his disciple Timothy: "Fpr a time will come when men 
will no longer endure sound doctrine, but avid for the latest· noy 
elty, will collect for themselves a whole seriee of teachers ac.;.; 
cording to their own tastes" (2 Tim. 4: 3). 

One of the m9st skilful manipulations toda:y of our Christian 
co.nsciences is that which the most recent masters of neo-capital
ism have achieved. TheY show themselves disposed to welcome, pro
mote'and even finance certain ecumenical movements., but on con
dition that the convergence of all Christians remains in. the do
main of the sacred, though perhaps now with secular music. This 
new deception they .cynically baptiEe with names taken from the 
authentic revolutionary, process: development, progress, eveJ,1 so;.,. 
cialization; 

Well then: the reply to this new skilful man:lpulation of our 
Christian consciences- is preCisely to ,cr.eate a new Christian ec:u .. 
menism: the convergence of all the ecclesialcommunitiel;l at that 

,place on the road from Jerusalem to Jerieho where lies th.e man 
left wOjll1ded Iill}d half-dead by the elegant and d.evout robbers of 
our contemporary society. . 

Cl:frietians of different denominationSl,we 'cannot allow our.,. 
seives the luxury of c'oming together in the evening after- dinner 
in comfortable gatherings to discuss whether the presence of 
Christ in the . EucharJ.,st occurs by' ntransubstantiation" OF by 
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..tramifine.lization·;:~ We must rather pose· this 

selves: can the community celebration of the Eucharist continue 

to admit ina sacrilegious f,ashion both oppressors and .oppressed? 

Or should not rather 1;heBody and the. Blood of Christ, eaten and 

drunk by a,l.l, a.ctually put an. end to the abominable fact of op

pression? 


In a word:. the <>nl¥ ecumenism that is valid is that o.f con
vergence in .the same love but differentiated (in favor of••• and 

. against ••• ) which the Gospel of the Beatitudes and the Maledictions 
imposes on us. It.is there that Christians must come together. 
Our technical· choices might be different. Certain Christians
might even criticize others in terms of the technical competence 
of the choice that they hav.e opted for•. But in any case. even if 
a Christian can be mistaken in hiS technology, one will forgive 
him this mistake only. if he is re.ally acting in favor of man. 

The good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-3'7) might have been mistaken 
in medical technique. for in fact he was neither a physician nor 
a. medical technician nor a nurse; but he would have been mistaken 
in 'favor of man. The priest and the levite, on the Qther hand, 
were lllistaken on all counts: in their technology and because they 
were against man. 

There it is that one finds the specific- thrust of Christian 
action and the unique point of the 'first convergence of trUeChri~ 
tian ecumenism. 

*.'" 
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English 

CLIFFORD Juliet and OStlIOND Gavin,Wor1d Development Handbook, 
Charles Knight, 11/12 Bury Street, .London EC3A 5AP. 1971. 

CHRISTIAN LIFE 'COMMUNITIES, Theology of Liberation, 509 Padre. 
Faura, Ermi1;a, Manila~ 1971 

DROGAT N. • The Challenge of Hunger, The Newman Pr~ss, West
minster-Maryland. 1962 

HIRSCHMAN 'A.O., . Development Projects Observed, Brookings In
stitute, 'Wa·shingtori. :),967 .. 

HUNTER Guy, The Best of Both Wor1,ds, Oxford University Press. 
19,67 

GALBRAITH. John Kenneth, Economic Development, Oxford Univer
sity Press. 1964 

in ·Spanish 

Centro de Estudios de la Realidad Nacional.(CEREN), Universi
dad Cat6lica de Chile. 
Gunder Frank y Theotonio dos Santos han estudiado en.varias 
obras y artlculos las relaciones entre capitalismo, depen
dencia y "desarrollo'" , 
DOS SANTOS. T., Dependencia y cambio social, Cuadernos de 
Estudios Socioeconomicos de 1a Universidad de 'Chile. 

GUTIERREZ G., Teo10gi'a de 1a libcracion, ',C.E.P., Lima, 1971 
HIW~EL~~RT Franz y otros autores, DialecticS. del desarrollo 

desigual! E1' caso latinoamerican·o. Cuadernos de la Realidad 
Nacional :n0. 6 especial. Diciembre 1970 

Insti tutode Bstudios Politicos para America Latina (I.EJ?A.L.) 
. America del Sur frente al Desarro11·o '( I Y II.) 
Vision del desarrollo en America Latina 

OBRA COLECTIVA, Economla poHtica d.e1 Sl,1.bdesarro110 , en America 
Latina,Ed. Signos, :Buenos-Aires. 1970. Co.ntiene G.Frank; 
E1desarro110 del SUbdesarro110 .' .. 

WARD Barbara,. Los airados 70, Euramerica" Madrid.1972. English 
edition "The ~gryseventiestl. 

in French 

ALBERTINI J.M., Les .riH?c·anismes du sous-developpement, Edi tiona 
Ouvrieres. 1966. 

BOREL P., lieeftrois. revolutions .du developpement, Ed.Ouvrieres 
1969 

CARDOSO "F .M., Politigue et developpement dans .les·s9cieMs de
pendante.s, Ailthropos •.1.971. . .' . 

FRA1iIt. A. G., Le developpement du sous-d~veloppeme:rit: . 1.' Anleri
sue. latine, Mllspero. 1.970 

HARBISON E. ~t MYERS C.A., La formation. cle du developpement, 
'lea strategies du developpem!'nt des ressources . humaines, 
tr.· de l' ang1ai-s, Ed. Ouvrieres. 1967 

MEISTER A., PartiCipation, animation e't developpemerit, Anthro
pos. 1969. ' 
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UNI'.fE'O nATIONS· 

In addition to ite; ~ix princi":' 
pal bodies. tl:1e United Nations 
has, created, some specialized 
organizations· for particular 
sectors. Here are the . addres
ses of. 'SOllle. 'more directly re
l:ated to development: 

.UNCTAD (Uni ted Nations Confe-'
rence ,on Trade and Develop

,ment) 
Palace of lfations 

,GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 

• IDHCEF 	 (United Nations Foun
dation for Children) 
866 .Uni ted Nations ,Plaza' 

NEW YORK, N.Y." USA. 


.. UNIDO (UMted Nations In(l.ustri· 
'-;;;:lDevelopIDent 	Organization ) 

Post Office Box 707· 
1011 WrEN t ., AUSTRIA . 

GUNDP (United 'Nations Devel
opment Program) 
866 :United Nations Plaza 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK, USA. 

REGIONAL .ECONOMIC COM?IIISSIONS 

'.	For Africa: 

Post Office Box 3001 

ADDIS ABABA, ETHIPIA 


, 	 (t :For, Asia and the Fa:r. East: 
, 'Sala' San,ti tham 
Rajad~~ernAvenue 
BANGKOK, THAILAND 

.ForLatin America: , , 

.Edificio NacioneBUnidas, 

Casilla 179-D 

Avenida De.g Hannnarskjold 

,SANTIAGO! mIILE. 
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OR G A N'IZ AT 

CHUliCH 

.POI'lTIFICAL cmmnSSION em 
JUSTICE AND PEACE 
VATICAN CITY 
Oi'fices:16 Piazza S. Calisto 

RO.IIl.E. ITALY_ 

Established ,in January. '1967, 
ThisCommissidn tries tobelp 
the People"' of God. to,,:answer 
the call, '. expressed in the pa~ 
toral cons:tltution THE CHURCH 
IN THE MODERN WORLD, in favor 
oi' development, just~ce ~nd 

peace. Many countries have 
national commissions. 

.SODEl?AX (Research Oommission 
on Society, Development and 
Peace) c 

150 route de Ferney 
J.211 GENEVE 28 SWITZERLAIID 

This commission was estab
lishedin January: 1968 ,by the 

, 	Catholic Church ail'dthe World 
Council of Ohurches._ Its goal 
is research on ,the means to 
,i'urther social justice and. 
peace. .This' . jOint effort' in 
resources and energy' iaa hap 
py result of the' eCWllenrcai" 
spirit. 

• CARITAS INTERIiATlONAL 
cPiazza. 	S • .calista 16 
1tOMA; ITAL~ 

Prolliote'salid coordinates 'char 
'Hable ~d rel.a'tedactivities: 
gives active assistance where 
particular circumstances de
mandit. Many national organ. 
izations.' . 



gFFICIAL ORGANIZATIONS (Continued) 

.Bureau for Mexico: 
Apartado Postal 20718 
MEXICO 6, D.P. MEXICO 

~For North America: 
Federal Bar Building, West 
1819 "H" Street. N.• W. 
WASHINGTON, DO 20006. USA. 

.For Europe: 
Palace -of Nations 
GEh'EVA, . SWITZERLAND 

.OIDSE (International Coopera.,.. 
~ion for Social and Economic 
Developmen-t;) 
Av.AdolpheLacomble 59 - 61 
BRUSSELS (Belgi~) 

CIDSE is a coordinating agency 
for organizatipns' active in 
the development fiel.d that are 
inspired by Christian ideal s. 

Our participation in the common effort can be done in many dif": 
ferent ways (action in a community. parish, chari.table organiza
tion. cultural. movement. ina labor union, political. action, ••• ). 
It is for EACH ONE tp DISOERN. with the help of his OOllilliUNITY, 
where and how he ca."). AOT. 

The specialized organizations. lire numerOU$. We would like to 
. list here some CRITERIA that· seem .to us important in. judging 

whicn organization we wish to coll~borate with: 

- that it furthers the personal development of those whom in in
tends to help:. by encouraging their full'participation and by 
taking care not to substitute·i tselffor . them in decisions 

- that it does not limit itself to direct aid to victims, but 
seeks also. to eliminate th~' .causes of their misery 

- that its orientation shows:! 

a) 	 that i tis not, paternalistic ·nor attached to the 

the established system . 


b) 	 that it does not aim at destruction or at hatred 

categories of 'persons 


- that it has given tangible proof of its competence and of 
effectiveness 

- that, preferably, it invites the coilaboration of both Chris
tians .and other men of good will. 



The preceding pages have,without doubt, expanded,our 
horizons.' Perhaps it, is not without value. at the .end 
of this issue, to highlight s9me of the ideas st,irred 
up by our reading and to stress the implications of the 
fuller grasp of the problem that we nol." have. These 
R~INDERS are not a conclusion. On the contrary, 
they are meant as a point of departure: the opening of 
a dialogue-,an exchange among us. So they include,many 
questions, many interrogations to local communities and 
to national communi ties. The mere reading of the OLC 
experiences recounted in this issue gives us some hint 
of the benefit that could come to us from shared reflec 
tionand an exchange of' experiences. So, let us'look at 
it together. 

Let us recognize first of all the different levels at 
which weare called upompersonally, in and with our 
local CLO, as part of a national. federation, as a world 
federation. Our commitment is asked for on these differ 
ent levels, and in and throlI,lgh these difff;l.rent respon= 
sibilities, our sights are .directed always toward a 
greater love of Christ, in the service. of a: Church "t:r:!! 
ly and intimately' linked with mankind and its history". 

PERSONALLY 

- To work in favor of development and. liberation demands on our 
part a chanse of attitude, and becomes concrete in.dailyaction~ 
A change of attitude in line ,with the demands of the Kingdom, 
which is ,translated into reality by a life poor rather than af
fluent. Concrete action, in a definite sector, wi t.h a preference 
for the needs of the very poor. 

- Good ~,.,ill is riot enough. Competence arid ariimderstanding of the 
real problems are a;l.soneeded ;if our. work is to have value. Study 
and formation in various formE! and bY'various means are needed. 

'This formation is ,partia;l.ly acquired bjmeansof thedifficul ties' 
that our action encounters, and which we must overcome. One mus't' 

thoro1,lghly.the.problem that one is trying to so:J.ve., 

-	 Our personal relations will be simple and profound,' respectful 
_ 	 of the other person,. whether he. be poor or rich. They will be 

directed to making the other person aware, to making the problem 
known and understood. They will further the creation of links. 
which will offer to people, voiceless because they are poor,the 
possibility of emerging from th~ir isolation. 
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Our action in favor of liberation is not,an activity "added on" 
to our life. It is the expression .of our lite. It is rooted in a 
deep and personal love of Christ. To march in His. footsteps, and, 
i;o commit ourselves, as He did, out of love~ It rests on our per
sonal oonversion. 

- WHAT PART DO WE SET ASIDE FOR tillMAN AND SPIRITUAL FORMA
'1' ION IN OUR LIFE? WHAT ARE THE ~SFOR THISVffiICH, AC
CORDING TO OUR EXPERIENCE, HAVE BEEN FOR US MOST .USEFUL ? 

-, WHAT ARE THE CRITERIA WHICH HAVE DETERMINED THE CHOICE OF 
OUR ACTION ? 

VffiAT PLACEDO THE SPIRITUAL EXERCISES HAVE, IN OUR LIFE ? 
TO WHAT DEGREE AND IN WHAT WAY DO THEY FURTHER OUR CON
VERSION AND OUR ACTIQN'? 

IN ArID \'11TH OUR LOCAL' OLO 

- The Christian Life Communi1;y to whioh we 'belong, what' is it? 
What does it mean in the life of eaoh of its members? ' lsit the 
plaoe where a mutual ,brotherly help allows eaoh one todisoover 
and to persevere in his' vooation? Does it' eaoh of the mem
bers toward greater generosity? 

- This forward prog;r'ess together, whi-ch includes the personal 

life of each ,of the members wi thout exoeption, how does it ex

press. and live out .t,he love which puts itself, at the service of 

the whole of man and of all men? 


- Is our CLO open to the world? Very concretely, is it,open to 
the needs of the milieu in whioh it 'finds itself? The United Na
tions, in its program of action for the 2nd Deoade in Favor of 
Development, points out that the improvement of the interna~ional 
situation will depend especially on, the oonorete progress ma<ie 
toward general and complete disarmament, the elimination of 00- ' 

'lonialism and racial discrimination and apartheid and the occu-' 
pation of the .territory of other, nations (no matter whioh), as 
well as on the promotion of equality of political, economic, so
cial and cultural rights. for all members of sooiety. These neeq.s 
translate themselves into concrete si tuatio,ns. there where we live. 
Are ,we aware of ,these situations, and are they the objeot of, our 
refleotion together in group? " 

- The OLO. istheplaoe, where oommuni ty, discernment is learned. 
This is one of its ohief functions. This means assessing ,together 
a situation in terms of the love of God ,for all men, ; and then 
figuring out the criteria'for aotion. It means reviewing togeth
er! in oommunity, the oonorete individual oormriitment of each one.' 
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- WHAT HAS YOUR EXPERIENCE IN THEG;Et01il''I'H' AND PROGRESS 
.OFYOUR CLGAS SUCK, AIm IN THE AID IT AFFORDS TO EACH OF 
ITS MEMBERS? 

- IS COMMUNITY DISCEIiliMENT MADE USE OF? IS ITS POINT OF DE
PARTURE INfJIVIDUAL PROBLEli1S~ 'A LOCAL SITUATIO~. INFORMA
TION THE GROUP RECEIVES? ' 

- WHAT IMAGE OF THE CHURCH DOES OUR CLC PRESENT? 

AS r~dBER OF A NATIONAL FEDERATION 

. ' 

- In what way does the National Federation - in the Person of' its 
leader!'! an9 its members - conscious, of the urgency o'f our age and 
anxious 1;0 collaborate with the various efforts undert~en. fur
ther and ai{~ in this matter the lo.cal communities and, their mem
~? Since the situation varies from onc8 country to another, we 
int;roduce our exchange with some-general observations. 

- A first question arises:are all the local Communities 'and their 
members aware of the problem? What reality do the words "develop
ment" and "liberation" designate for them? Are they aware that 
in this matter demands are being made upon ,them in. all the dimen
sions of their life? Attention must be paid too that someCommu
ni ties are not le'ft behind in this effort. How find and, implement 
means for acquiring objective information, and for formation? 

- In the face of the immense needs, and the complexity of the 
situation, how will the National Federation and its 'Communities 
disce'rn the gOals. and the tasks that should receive priority? 

- It. is well to remember t,hat each one :;ihoUld assure some con
crete service, done in the light of a concrete knowledge of the 
problem. and that it is only then that he becomes capable of par
ticipating in an institutional action and cooperating in a pol it":' , 
ical action that attacks the dee,per causes. 

- It'is of help to learn how to achieve a convergence of efforts 
tending in·the same direction, how to unite various forces around 
a priority &,oal, how to coordinate different initiatives. 

":" How collaborate with all men -Christians or not - who are working,' 
for liberation, who are struggling and laboring for more human 
conditions? 

- Working also for a Church that 'is poor, and of the poor. Being 
wi tnesses ourselves .of such a Church. Kno;"l'ing, spreading and 
deepening the teaching of the Church (The Development of Peoples, 
the Letter of the Pope tg Cardinal Roy, the 1971 Synod text on 
Justice in the World). 
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- WHAT MEANS OF FORMATION'INITIATED BY YOUR NATIONAL FEDE
RATION MIGHT IT BE GOOD FOR .OTHERS TO KNOW ABOUT? IS YOUR 
FEDERATION CONCERNED TO PLACE AT. THE DIsPOSITION OF ALL 
ITS MErIrBERS THE AUTHENTIC SPIRITUAL EXERCISES ? 

- IN THE FACE OF LOCAL NEEDS, H91V DOES THE COMMt)1iAL DISCERN
MENT Ol'~ PRIORITY GOALS AND TASKS OPERATE, OR HOW IS IT 
PREPARED l"OR ? 

WHAT ARE THE PRINCIPAL DIFFICULTIES THAT YOU FIND IN GIVING 
INSPIRATION, STIMULATION AND COORDINATION TO THE VARIOUS 
EFFORTS ? 

- IN THE FRAMEWORK OF YOUR COOPERATION IN PEVELOPMENT EF-. 
FORTS WITH OTHER MEN AND OTHER'GROUPS OF MEN, DOES IT SEEM 
TO YOU THAT THE CLCS HAVE A sPECIFIC SERVICE TO RENDER? 
HOW DO YOU VIEW THIS ? 

AS A WORLD FEDERATION 

The foregoing refle~tions do not stop with our local and national 
Communities. They raise also the question of the international 
dimension - and therefore that most unive;t'sal - of our movement. 
How could we, in our efforts for development and liberation, de
prive ourselves of the reflections and the experience of CLC. in 
other countries and other cultures? Confronted with problems of a 
world dimension, wilt we be aided to. achieve a better service by 
listening to each other, by's common search, by a certaln coor
dination of effort? The World Federation includes national fede 
rations in'all the continents, and 3/5 of them are in countries 
in the process of development. What do we look for from the World 
Federation? 

- IN TERMS OF THE NEEDS FELT IN YOUR COUNTRY. W1IAT HELl? DO 
YOU LOOK FOR FRor~ TJiE WORLD FEDERATION, in generl')1. AND 
FROM THE INTERNATIONAL· WORK GROUP ON DEVELOPf.mNT, in par
ticular 1 (Communication?· Formation? Motivation? Coordi
nation? ••• ) 

- HOW AND BY WHAT MEANS DOES IT SEEM TO YOU THAT THE WORLD 
FEDERATION CAN BETTER LIVE OUT ITS SOLIDARITY AND ITS PAR
TICIPATION AS A COMMUNITY IN THE SAME THRUST OF SERVICE ? 

Your replies. DEAR READERS, will continue the dialogue here begun• 
.They will be a contrib'tltion to all our ,Communi ties, to the Work 
Gr?wp .which wj,shes to' be at the !geryi9.~ pJ $ill,· to the entire 
Yiorl.l.i Federa.'''i~1}, Will not~at, too" 1;l~ anl'lct ...of J;jP;Uc1ari ty? 

J,>ROGRESSIO 
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"Christ calls us all to a basic commitment 

towaro our brothers. Let every.oneexal!1.ine 

what he. has done up to now and what he ougllt 

to do. It isn't eno~gh to ,recall principles 

or affirm good intentions; nor to underline 

injustices snd offe.r prophetic denunciations. 

Such words have no real weight unless in each 

person, they are tied to sri acute awareness 

of.personal, responsibility and to effective 

. aQtion. Thi~!is .thehour fOr great deci$ions: 

the voice of' Christ calla us all to fw.lycommi t 

ourselves to our.brothers. Let no one pull 

back; instead, let 'everyone 8.dd his coHaba!, 

ation, acco~ding to his own vocation and his 

strength. God will, bless and encourage." 

PopePai.U. VI, December 23. 19710 


