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- MESSAGE.OF THE HOLY FATHER

There’ are moments when all is sxlent‘
“within us, as if to confer on the pre .
‘sent. event all its 1nten51ty, all its
-resonance.There are moments when grace .
lays hold of our being at its very
depths so as- to prepa.re it for a more"»
genérous "yes" ‘
. It was surely such & moment we were
allowed to experience when,on Januery .
15%th just passed Pope Paul recelved
“in sudience the ‘Exécutive Ccuncll of
“the World Federation. In the gudience .

he forcefully reaffirmed the vocation -
and the reason for existence. of the"

“Christien Life. Commu.nltles And simply
and w1’chou1: fomal:.ty, ‘he made. clear
‘to us hls fatherly affec’clon for the
Commmutles a.nd 'his confidence in them. -

We dre: ‘at & period when our. Commu~ o

m.tlel are gz.v:.ng 1ncrea.sed emphasn.s

to their efforts at reneWal end. are

ntering resolutely on the path of ser

‘vice. May this witness of love and o:f'

gospel s:.mpl:.clty glven us by the Pope
" and the clarlty of his message remind

us constantly of the mark of our spiri .
‘ tuallty, which 1s ’co be men and ‘women
" of the Church., . :

Dear Sohs and Daughters,

‘The World Federation of Chrlstlan Life Communltles whlch you
represent is well-known to the Holy See,as you are already aware., .
Just recently we had the opportunity to examine and. approve the
revised General Principles and Statutes of your group. So it is =
with joy that we are receiving for a short time this morning the
members of the. Executlve Counc:.l . w:,th their preszdent, Mr.Roland -
.Calcat. ‘ :

Yes, we encourage you. wu:h all our heart to keep on with what
is, in our eyes, & top-priority goal in the Church of today: the
forming of solid Christian personalities, who integrate the full-.
ness of their humen life and their varied respons:Lb:Llltles w:.‘ch a
‘contlnually deepenlng splrltual l:.fe.
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o fec’cwe, “like the Sp:.r:r.tual Exerclses of S’c. Ignat:.us, from which
' ‘gyou draw your 1nsp1rata.on, meditation’ on the Word of God, - on.the
~ doctrine and faith set forth by the church- ‘prayer, personal and
" communitarian; the search for God's will in the ‘'events which are
His signs to us, done with the help of splmtual direction and of
. thav brotherly exchange ‘that you make use of in your 'communities

“;of Chrlst:.an 1ife'; frequent participation in the sacraments, e8~
peclally the Eucharist; an organic’ bond with your -assistants;
and, in line with thé origin of your movement, your eyes turned
‘always towards Mary, our example of dlsponlblllty in her coopera-
’ ;‘tlon with the work of the Saviour. .

‘ Dnnklng from such s:prlngs and fa:.thful to such dema.nds, you
are’ ready tc grow in the l:Lfe of faith and to become authentic
witnesses. 6f the Gospel in today's world by a concre‘te. well-gm

Couneil calle& for. As the program of your' current meeting makes
clear, you want to- contrlbute, on your part, to the development
of the whole man &nd of all men. And you show a ‘concern for the
young which we are glad to see. May - their generosity find in the
,:call of Chrls’h the living - water which quenches their. thlrst and
the flre of love wh:.ch ‘sets aflame thelr actlon.

dapted and effective commitment, . in line with what the Tecent

In this 1mmense f:.eld oi‘ actlon whlch is’ the Church you
feel a sense of solidarity w1th thosé who devote themselves to
" the apostolate according to other. methods in their social mlheu,
'so as ‘4o penetrate its mentality and ‘gtructures with ‘the Gospel
5t of justice and peace. We urge you to put into practice
) at‘preoccu;patlon which we notice with joy in. your. General Prin-
‘;cvples' _‘'genise of the Church', Dear sons and daughters, - keep
this deep affection and fldellty t6 . the Church,. this openness to
her pastoral projects, this insertion into the ecclesial communi-
“ties of which you are part. Bring to this what is perhaps most
characteristic of you: a continual resort to the well—sprlngs of
Christ and His paschal mystery, follomng in the path of Mary.:
In expressing these des:.res, ‘'we give you, and those whom you rep—-
,resent here before us this morm.ng, ‘with all our heart, our fath—
erly apcmtol:.c bles:ung. : .

We. were, may we add, es,pecia.l]_.y impressed by the s'pog,
. taneous remarks the pope made -to the Coun¢il members

apart from the text of 'his address. Before beginning
“his talk, he said that he was "one of you". In giving
his: talk, he departed from the text to insist on "the‘
: maxzmallsm" which ought to inspire 'che CICs and on the
.intensity ‘and solidity of their formation. At the end,
. .he said- he would be glad to address the Communltles as
‘a whole at some future congress.»




Formation is an eéential need for
'z member of the Christian Life Commi- .

 nities and a special responsibility .

. of the national federations,for these.
are anxious  to offer +their -members.
_ formation methods of real guality«last
"July,Monlque ‘Brunel traced for .us. the
evolution of their training sessions .
in Canada. -Today, Ben Sim, S.J., deg -
. cribes their experience in the Philip -
pines with & course using group dynemics
followed by the Splrltual’Exercises.

© A"PROGRAM OF FORMATION

by, Ben Si,ni,:" S’«"‘J?

- Qur OLC movement is barely three years old. In “this way WE'f'
are starting ?rom the beglnnlng,ymhrough these years we have ael .
milated experlence. And this article will deal with some mechamcs,;
involved in gur programof formation. In our exper:.ments on various’
vapproaches to CLC. renewal ., we -have found +that an effective means
is 16 start with a seminar uslng group- djnamlcs, followed b; the
Splrltual 7xer01ses of Salnt Ignatlus, o :

Jalme Bulaﬁao S J. and Eugene Moran, S J. descrlbe tnls tech;.
nlque as "a method whereby a 'spital process' mlght be set - up 1n;"
‘individuals leading to- individual end soé¢ial maturity." The prin<s
‘ciple behingd -this method, according to Bulatao; and Moran is that.
"Human ‘growth is along wo lines: the 1na1v1dual and the group.
No man grows as a man by himself; nelther does the group g£row as
4 group unless somehow or other its members grow %os, - not merely

in- numbers but in new attitudes and sklllq sulted to tne dhanglngt7'

‘51tuat10n of’ an evolvlng and enlarglng group "

. In general our seminars (1nvalv1ng £roup dynamlcs) are heldf
for four days and four nights.Theré are some variations like week
ends, six days or more etc. Our seminars are -uainly for students

but they are also given to adult CLC groups.There are no assigned

speaﬁers or toplcs in the seminar, -except for one secs1on each daf’
~oh pergonal prayer.And that sessio sontlonaltothe perticipents.

The staff Wembers(alscSuudents)merely faCllluategrounalﬁcu531on
‘and 1nteraetlon among partlclnants.
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Semlnars us1ng group dynamlcs usually brlng about selfcon-~
. fldence,’ and sensitivity to the feelings and attltudes ‘of others,
- and usually. a- deen appreciation of. religious values.Some exsmples
" of typical remarks taken from gquestionnaires sent. out after the
“senlnars give an 1nd1cat10n of what the partlclpants expemenced

To the questlon,"How dld the seminar affect you personally‘?"

. A participant answered “It developed my fau.th in God by
freallzlng people as. they are.

_ Another replied to ihe fsa‘me‘ question, "It's really very dif-
ficult te express how the. seminar affected me.To sumup everything,
I*feel ‘great. For the first time in my. life, I‘ve felt that llfe
is nice énd Chrlst is very near."’

The - semlnar beglns with the participants gett:.ne to know one
another.This cen go deeper with the participanis' sharing personal
experiences, or undérgoing some exercises that deal with communi-

.. cation. - Some of these exercises emphasize the problems of audio-
visual communication g combination of various forms of communicetion.
We have found that one of the stumbling ¥Ylocks to CLC.progress. is
communication. And so the  CLC members are made- aware of this
“through an eicperiexice of the various aspects of communication.
These exercises make. tlie participants desire to understand the way
people behave rather than give value Judgmenus. The exercises on
communication usher -in the world of feelings.This world of feelings
which says a lot abouil a persen ‘and tlie group is another important
aspect to be considered. An undersianding -of one's feeling and

- the feellngs of ethers hrlngsabout sensmtivn.ty which is a key fac

,tor in group functlonlng. : :

Some exermses,, +to bring about the world of feelings, could
be made also. Oftentimes, role-playing is used.. Role-playing is
cexactly ‘an exercise of "putting oneself.in’ another's s:.tuatlon
One ‘becomes aware of others and the:.r s:.tuatlon.

- The next stage usually is the bulld:mg up of group conscious

ness, and responsibility %o the-group. . This can be brought ‘about

. by .the use of collage which. is an exercise where a- group gathers

pictures that expresses the group's sentiments.Pictures are taken

Y- from old magazines and newsnapers. Another exercise in tnls stage
“is problem-solving. ‘ . :
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When the above preparatory stage 13 over, the group trles to
‘form a common goal or goals for the'rest of the seminar.The group
also-decides on the meazns to. achleve their. goals. Thus they are -
_responsible ‘for the outcome of the seminar. The coordinator and
the staff members merely p01ntoutthe Process. g01ng on and supoply
the necessary 1nformatlon when needed. ) . L

Regular evalaatlon sessions are held. during which the partl«
cipants assess the;progressof‘the semincor,analyze the hindrances—-
even pérsonal ones and try to resolve canfllcts.Thus,more efflClent
progress can be achieved. - ‘ : o

When the JEroup or communlty is ;ormed, then they decide on

their program and task after the seminar. VWhat is very important .

in the seminar is the informal atmosnhere and the spirit of accen‘
tance.: Also very 1mportant is a meanlngful llturgz whereby tqe
part1c1pants really exnerlence a communlty of loves o

, In most cases the group deczdes “to’ undergo a closed retreat
{Ignatian) wusually a few months aftef the seminar. The reireats
range for 4, 5 or 6 days., Christmas and Summer holidays are the
most - sultable and convenient %ime For all. The places of retreats
are varied due to financial circumstonces. They are held on,mounta1n 

_ tops, beaches, homes, schools etc.. The overall effect is infor- -
mality (less rigidity) -so that there will be moré chances for
nersonal contact and consultation with one another and more parii
c¢ipation in shaping the retreat format. A word must be said conw-
cerning the size of .the group. Usually the, retreat is for small
groups. Thisis to insire guidance. There is room formere sharing.
The retreats are “handled by Jesv.:d:'= or g team of Jesuits or a
groun of Jesuits and ‘laymen. : o :

The closed retreat (CLC) foilaws the basic structure of the

Spiritusl Exercises of Szint Ignatius (she 4 weeks, rules on dig- -

cernment, election, ad amorem etc.)- If there is & removation, it
is & happy combination 6f individuai~ and group-cenuerea retreat.
' This is an experience gathered from the seminar using group dy-
fnamlcs.lAnother addition is that of the dlscuss1on on tne vamouc
- methods of prayer and ihe practice of it. - Also the evening group
~evaluation of the day wherein the retreatants share the Ansights,
problems‘of the day. There is an extensive treatment of “%the Dis-
_cernment. of Spirits since this ig & necessary tool for an efFfecs
“tive CLC member. There is always an effor? to provide & modern .
(here and now) connection between the meditations and 1ts expres—
sions. The retreatants give these connectzons.



‘ The liturgy found dn- the seminar is very'lmportant especmally
i;the Euchdristic Celebration (cf.N°.- 4, Part I Genersl Principles,
CLC). It is a general consemsus that the. Bucharistic Celebration
~and Liturgy in- general bring home thie point that liturgy expresses
" the life of the CLC member. During the retreat elso an all-night
vigil is: scheduled Usually this is an hourly watch of the Blessed
Sacrament done durlng the medltatlon on the Passion of Our Lord.

As of wrltlng,there are plans‘ﬂ)lnclude Penltentlal Serv1ces
‘done locally, as an addition to the dimension of the Sac¢rament of
Penance. Blble Serv1ces are also in the plans.

‘ A last but 1mportant innovation is the addltlon of a dis-
cu531on of the General Prlnclples,towards the end of the retreat.
,Thls ‘session was added to endble the retreatants to see the rela-
tion of the Spiritual. Exer01ses of Saint. Ignatlus to the, General
Principles. The experience of the Splrltual Exercises is articu-
lated. in the General Principles.In this way,theGeneralPr1n01nles
'of the CLC come, closer to the life of & CLC member.

The comments of the retreatants have ‘been encouraglng. When
asked about the effects or the relation of the Live-in Seminar and
the Isnatlan Retreat to their llves, tney nave this to, say: ..

"I think that like most peonle, I_needea the Live-in before
trying to make -ilie closed retreat;we have first to free ourselves
to 'be able tc meet others, and once we are free we can follow up
on. that &nd meet God." ' . :

"Yes, in the Live-in I realized I had %oo much of a front
dealing with other people. Only aifter removing this front, will I
- be able to remove @y front,before God." ’

"Prue, Sthe live-in taught me to treat neonle as persons: ‘the
retreat tauant me ‘to treat God -as a permon.”

‘ A1 tlese sentimeénts 1nd1cate a. certaln relatlonsnln beuween
the effects of Zroup dynamlcs and closed retreats %o an increased.
senﬁ1t1v1ty ‘in.one’s personal relatlonsnlp with God. Aceording to .
survey reports, the three most nredoa1nant feelings are confidénce
and qelf—unéersw:andlng and acceptance and sensitivity to’ the feel
ings of others: '
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Today we make the acquaintance of the -
-"International Sodality.of Our Lady of
the Sick", affiliated - to- the World

' Federation. During this time of the

year when the liturgy of Lent and of -
the Passion.prepares us for the Great-
Passover, we. thought it good.to pre-

. sent to our readers this branchof the f :
- Church Suffering, whose specific con-..
tribution constitutes one of the ‘rich -

es of our World Communlty.

A COMMUNITY FOR THE SICK =~ .

by Msgr. Wllhelm GILLMANN, eccl. asst.

Thls Sodallty of Our Lady-n-I would llke to note thls at the
-outset--is obviously the work of the Mother of God..It would take
too long to recall the "accidents" -that.presided over its birth.
‘Seen with the eye of faith, these "accidents" are the hand of God
and of our Mother. God always gives -us his- grace when we need it.
So I consider our Sodallty for the sick as a grace, a glft of God
for our Church and for the. world of today. R A . .

The members are all s1ck persons (women,men,youth, prlests,
rellglous) who, because of. thelr infirmities - (1llnesses, Jbodily
handicaps, infirmities of age) cannot take an active part in
another Community, but malntaln a.desire to grow in’ the. splrltual,
llfe, and to give themselves wholeheartedly to apostollc service.
For this reason they want to belong to & community whose menmbers
are llnked "by their common commitment, . their common way of 11fe,

“and their filial love for Mary". (General Principles, N°.'6.. Its
" members- are scattered among - 21 dloceses of Germeny ..and German—
speaklng countrles.;. - - . : .

’ We are ‘aware of belng a Marlan communlty. "Our members have
entrusted themselves to the Virgin so as to bé, in union with her
and by her help and example, at the disposition of Goed in all
circumstances 'in their mission of service to the Church and the
world. The sick are  the great hope of the Church. ' The Church
needs their prayer, their expiatory suffering. Christ needs the
sick. "With. Him you will save —-1f you wish rt-—the world" was'’
‘written in the message of,the_Councll Fathers to. the sick.

g




Po- accompllsh their apostollc m:\.sslon, they offer God each
e day their ‘prayer, their suffering and their difficulties, in rep-
aratlon, and 1n the sense of asklng of the Fa’cher, "'l‘hy kingdom
come" '

mheir general’mission reaches out %o include‘ 2ll the preoc-~
cupations of the Church. ~The monthly intentions formulated by
 the Popegiv’e each mon’th new direc’cions to their prayers.

5

. Thelr spec:.flc tasks 1nclude*

Al) the personal concerns and 1ntentlons of the Pope. Our Sodal-
ity considers the first of -its tasks to be a group at the ser-
vice of the Pope, as was the first communlty of Jerusalem in

. its prayers for Peter when he was in prison: "the prayer of
_ the Churech for hlm was directed %o God mthout ceaszng" (Acts
) 12: 5) . .

2) the respons1b111t1es of our blshOpS- This tie with the hier-
s archy has always been a characterlstlc of our movement.

© 3} the adva.ncement ‘of the Christian Llfe Ccmmunltles throughaut
"7 the world; for our group is convinced that, just as all during
" the past 400 years, the Communities have as their vocation "to
- form committed men and women, adults and youth, for service to.
" the Church in every area of life" (General Principles, K9, 3).
. The members of our community feel themselves co-responsible
for the growth in qual:rty and -in number of our Communltles
) throughout the world. .

4y Helplng the slck in their ‘own parlsh especially those without
- famlly or. w1thout aid. : ) . E

5)‘-Helpmg those w1thm our “own -community. All the - members “of
" the Sodality are aware of their responsibility . to ‘each other,
* and help each other by prayer and personal contact. What is
_essential is not following- the General PI’lnClpleS to the let-
ter, but ¢o live them out in ’che spirit of the Gospel and the
flntenor Iaw of love.

. ‘The unity of Christians who form one body in Christ is sig-
nified -and realized in the Eucharist. The members of-our Sodal—
'ity unite their ‘demand to that of the whole Church that "'by tak-




ing part in" the body end ‘blood of Christ we may be gathered to-—- »'
‘gether in the Holy Spirit in one sdle body" (Eucharlstlc Prayer)
To come together around the altar is not possible for them, but
that is not what counts. They are invited to -unite themselves .
‘each morning in spirit with the Holy Bacrifice _celebrated by
their ecclesiastical ass:Lstant, who is aware of their unity a-- -
round the altar. The fruit of the Eucharist is the fullness of
love, which *has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Splrlt
who has been glven to us" (Romans 5: 5).. It is He who unites our -
members ever more closely in a fraternal commum.ty. Yes, we have
gradually become a real “family®,. strengthened by the contacte
between the members, and by those betwéen the members. and the ec-- .
cles;aatlcal assistant. - . :

Our other means for relnforcmg the bond..of community are: .
a- monthly exchange of information, the letter of the asmsta.nt )
the bulletin, +the points of meditation for our daily prayer,”
-~ the various ™"correspondence groups" whe form working teams of
6 to 10 members, corr¢sponding with, each other by 1etter,
~ the regional groups of members ‘living in a certain dlstnct
-~ the oceasional gatherings in small circles, whether these be of

formation or simply of friendship, .
~ the regular gathering in autumn, linked with the annual assem-

‘Ply that follows the Spiritual. Exerc:tses made just before. the
.feast of Our Lady of Sorrows on September lb’th. Only some of
the members are able to take part- Athe last one found 40 of the
sick in attendance. . «

Since the life of our Sodality is very demanding for its.
members, entrance into the group is made only after a periocd of
probation, at the end of which the decision is made.‘ The conse-
‘eration is the expression of the. declslo_n' it :anolves also for
the members -a  commitment to the specifie tasks of our: Sodallty.t

~Doub’cless the above account is focused mamly cn csimply
communicating information about our group. In a brlef\ space, i1 o
would not be possible to speak of the life and the “fotel commit-
ment of our members. Still I am always deeply ‘amazed when I find, ~
myself before certain of the sick,  bedridden for 10, 20, 30, 40
or 50 years, who have not shut "themselves off fro’mvth'e world nor

-1



N tumed in . apon themsélves, but rather, forgetful of ‘their own .
,~3.11ness, have offered ’themselves to be’ open to all the suffenngs
“of the world and the Church,’ keeplng their goy, their understand-
~3.ng ‘angd the:.r sense of humor. ‘One can feel the ‘Spirit: a% work...
I thank “the’ Lord for each sick person that He draws intoe our com—
munlty (we count 352 members, and this w:;,’chout any nubllc:.ty),
and for ‘80 - often be:.ng witness to thelr lzfe, their: sufferlng.
thezr sacrlf:.ce and - their, love.‘ We have often asked ourselves‘
whe‘t;her it m:.ght not be necessary,‘ 1n order to retain a true com-
'mum.ty ll:f‘e, to l:un:.t the number ‘of “our members.ﬂ Our ‘beam of

-lea&ers,\ on the mse adv:.ce of Father Paulussen, has refraxned
from do:.ng so. o ~

To conclude, let us give thls reflec'blon wmtten to ug re-
) ently by & young woman Bmdent who had become acqua;n‘bed with
‘,,'our communlty. ’ - B T

Wl found real Joy in’ ‘the lz_fe a.nd the 1ntense sharz.ng'
. whlch exigts in this communlty. in spite of the fact -
"~ thdt T had regarded them from' the point of viewofone .
" in ‘good health, the worth and the relevance of the apos
folate of this group took hold of me. Very oftem.our . - -
- modern society offers only smoke and evasion of all :
“sorts even to the extent of suicide as an escape from
situations of personal misery. How easily one de-
‘ _clares that one is at the end of one's endura.nce,‘ and
© how quickly one “flees pa:nlc— ‘stricken. from misery and
- from oneself! Knowing this, ‘it is almost frighten—
ing to meet peoplé who do not flee from the burden— .
“some reality of their grief and vexation, - but pos- -
- sess the endrmous -courage to- shoulder it. More- s%ill,
these sick strive to transform their sufferlng into
a precious contribution for the life of the Church.. -

May the Lord make this community "a city set on
a mountaln-—’hop" “as a sign of hope for all of us;, "'so-
temp’ted daily “to flee like cowards ‘before - seemingly .
Hopeless sxtuatlons, or - before the deman_dsa'of the
‘present momenmt. ™. v . ST e -
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| NEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL IN ROME

by H:leegard EHRTMN

The fact tha‘c the Executlve Cm.mc:.l met. January 13 -~ 16 at o

Rome - assumes fTor our future work a quite speelal . significance.
" No. one could foresse how the private audience with Pope Paul VI
~and the 1ong session with Father General Arrupe, SJ, would reveal
so clearly how much the Church -= in the .person of those who bear

within it the chief responsibn,zty --recognizes ﬂ}e relevance of - ‘

‘the CLCs,  and how much it comits on the persons and the communi=
ties who live out in this way of llfe their commitment tc ther
Church and to the warld. : : s

The agenda, as plan.ned ac‘cually would not have allowed ’nme ‘

for these "extra" events, - since it included 19 ‘matters for dis- -

~ cussion and a day 0f study on the Exercises in the worla ’coday. .
‘80 the first decision taken was that, for the: future, the agenda
of meetings would be limited to one principal topic. 411 infor-
mation and matters not reguiring genersl discussion would be. com-

municated in writing beforehand.. For a better use of the time. -

and talents and knowledge o0f each one, ~preparing proposals by‘
means of work done in small groups remains a speclally effectlve
method. - . .

. The study day on .the ‘Exercises certainly had .for the move- .
ment as a whole particular importance. Three groups at the same
- time probed the difficulties which the Exercises present in to~ .
day's . world. One’ group assembled the problems met with by re-
treat-directors, a 'second the difficulties that stem from the .

. mentality snd situation of the world todsy, while a third ferret-

ed out the difflcultles which seem to be inherent in the Exercis~
es themselves. The results of this-effort brought to light that,
underlying the llstlng of the problenms, lay experwnce with per-
sonally-guided Exerc:.ses, put also experience with other forms of
them .which, correspond neither to the néeds of people today ner to:.
the aim of the Exercises. At the same time it was evident that’
the problems are fundamentally the smame in a1l continents.. It~
- was seen as important that the Exercises not be employed haphaz=:
ardly; that while they are unequalled in. their relevance for our:
day, the criteria. determining their usage by the instructor, -the -
retreatant and so. 100 by the .CLC. movement generally. ought to Le :

‘sought for from those men who have had rea.l experlence w;am‘ch them." ‘

- .~ One. declsa.on taken among others was %o dz'aw up a questlon-“
naire aimed at exploring more fully the difficulties already lis-
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,‘ted. ' T}ns would Be ‘sent - to persons both favor‘ le and unfavora—
ble .to"~ the Exercises, So &s “to test the solutions’ proposed by
members: of ‘the: ‘Executive Council. : ‘A parallel study seoncerning

+_the preparation for the Exerclses needed’ by people today will al-

50 be sent out..  Thisg latter would be of help both to members and
to ecclemastlca.l asslstants. :

: The questlonnalre and the- study on- preparatlon referrea to

above will be: done within the: coming year. . Another pro,]ect more
- long~term, w:.ll be -that of publishing a beoklet presenting in
© . parallel ¢olumns the text of the Exercmes, an explanatlon of
térms, and a modernized translation. -Such ah effort, ~"it is ob-
vious, will demand the collaboration of experts, partlcularly
Jesults. T A o

.The develogment ‘Mof the wholé man and of &ll men" - was the
“second important topic ‘of - the’ gdthering. - The Gouncll members
were glad to learn that the: review Progressm would soon’ be pub—
lishing a series of five articles by Father Sommet ‘8J,. on this
subjeet. Council members stressed strongly that the questlon of
development would not #nd should not be considered as if detached
. from the total human and splrltual foma’c:.on of man, nor from “the
globa_l ‘mission of CLC. : : S :

To become acaualnted with wha’c the dlfferent natlonal fede-—
rations dre doing in this field, -and above all to provide :.nspl-'
ration and motivation, it wds proposed to set up & commission of
CLC leaders including so*né members of the ‘Executive Council,
which would make possible a- coardlnatlon at the ‘world level. It
was clearly recognized that our movenment, for example, was not in

- the catégory of those involved in development ‘a2t ‘the world level

. in such a fashion that. it could or should send an official dele~ -
gation to international congresses. Norietheless it was also very
‘clear that we should be aware of all these efforts and that to
the degree possible, CLC members should take part in sessn.ons a.nd‘
gatherlngs of this sért. :

. It is ‘not merely in development that the ' World Federation
needs collaboration. It depends also” on.clodse contact of the
. federations with each other, $o-that: people who share the same
vocation may know gach’ other and mutually support each ‘other, ev-
er ready to give and receive brotherly counsel “and mutual assis-
tance {Gen. Prin., n®, 11). This perspective led the Council to
accept thé plan of Father Rieman, ' José Gsell and Fred Leone for -
& trip to_nine countries of Asia.from-June 22 to August 3 this
 year. This trip was viewed a& urgent in spite of the scarcity
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of funds, The Council members were asked to'do everything pos-
sible to find the money needed. Here it is not a question only ’

of a gesture of solidarlty, but of " & necessmty-m-to have dlalog -

and exchange and: to get to know each other.,

. Sti11 in the course of this year, an attempt wlll e - made to
‘initiate in Latin America what might be called a center of spir-
ituality and of action, so that the youth of the continent find
there the help they need, and steer clear of two extremes—-an ac-—
tion cut off from its roots, or a flight into a purely spiritual "
world., The session with Fr. General Arrupe . singled out particu--

larly how ‘well we can in the CLCs offer this total formation .

which allows Christians. solidly rooted spiritually ° to . commit
themselves totally‘ in the world to the struggle for gustlce and ‘
for peace. . ;

The question of ecumenism in the CLCs was first worked on in
sub-groups. The results, which were a.  good beginning, -will,
after further reflection, be submitted to. the members of our Com--
munities for discussion. It ~was clear that -in 211 .ecumenical
collaboration and still more in the gquestion of non-Catholic mem—
bers within CLC, +the aspects specified in the General Principles
should remain a commnon base;  among others, the central place of
the Eucharist, the sense of the' Church, ~the"role'of the Blessed.
Vlrgln in the plan of salvation. ;

The theme and methods of the next General Assemblg will be
- the main toplc for the next meetlng of the Executive Council,

August 3-6, 1972, at’ Augsburg in Germany. 'Nonetheless, an impor—V; .

tant decision had- to- be made even now regarding participation,
. The National Federation of Germany, host to the Assembly, reques—
. ted the Council to limit the participants to the number specified
for the national delegations.. It will be then a. Congress of at
most 150 delegates. A religious ceremony.in which CLC members of
Germany, families of delegates and any guesis present will tzke
part, will be celebrated one of the evenings in the Cathedral of .
Augsburg, - and be the culminating point -of - the week., Apart from
this ceremony, the Congress will have the character rather of a
" work session and a community deliberation, such as. was planned
for Rome in 1967 and for Santo Domingo in 1970.

- As regards the cost to delegates for the expenses of the As— .
sembly,  the decision was made to -charge somewhat more to members
from the so-called "First World" so that delegates from the Third
World would be.better able to take part in a -gathering in Europe.
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. The COUIICll “tcok up agaln the questmn of 1ts method of
‘work, ‘and ‘'of the makeup of the group durlng its meetlngs.k It was
stressed strongly that the stssions were mnot for socm,l:.z:.ng but
~for serious work;  -that-in this light, experts might sometimes be

' j:mv:Lted for a limited pericd, as well as two young members of the
- -host country ‘who might have something to ‘contribute . and at the

same time get a v:Lew of our movement as a whole.

) .Vhen the. pope, in- hls strlklng 1dent1f1ca1non with the re-—
newed CICs, said that he.was “one of you“ ‘this was for. each mem=
ber of the Counmcil not just a phrase, but a serious eall to la-
bor--and not just in his own country but also on the world
level ---s0 that the. greatest poss:.ble nunber of Chrmtlans mlght
have access %o this way of intensive spiritual and apcstollc 1iv-
~ing, w:.th——the _pope stressed it quite p01ntedly—-the Exerclses as
source, a serious interior and external commitment, ‘& clear

vision of Mary: collaborating- by her attitude of dlspanlblllty ‘and

- openness with the work of her Son.. It was with some trepldatlon, :
~ but even more with. encouragement, that the ‘members .of the Execu~
tive Council heard both Pope Paul and Pather General say to ‘them
‘that this kind of life was not easy, could not ‘be offered or
- lived lightly, ~but demanded a serious and deep forma‘bmn, thor-
. dugh study, .a formation, a total comm1tment 1o the llvn.ng cf the
’ ’paschal mystery of Chrlsi:. )

Phe visit to the Secretarlat where the Council at once felt
at home, - the invitation of Pather Insclerra 4o the center of the
‘National Federathn of Italy, = the remarkable hcspltallty of
“Vxlla Cavalletti", the Jesuit retreat house whiere we stayed——2ll
this played its  part in assurlng that the work got done in a
brotherly Splrl’t and accordlng to the methed of CLC.

We snould net be- surpmsed that a group llke the uxecutlve ‘
Council -had first to become a community. We could tell that it
was on its way to becoming one, and perhaps thls efxtraordlnary
meeting was especially favorable 10 our experlen(:lng the Church
on a small scale. We are very thankful for it --as. ‘glso for the
fact that all  the members presen‘h decided to make together: the
Spiritual Exercmes from December 30 1972 to’ January 8, 1973.‘




'LIVING OUT CLC

AFRICA

SOUTH AFRICA : New National CLG Tralning Centre

In January, 1972, began in Johatinesburg the new CLG (Chrlstlan
- Life Groups) Natlonal Training Centre, under the name "KOINO-
© NIA" (Community). Directed by Pather John Goller, SJ,the natig
nal CLG assistant, - it has 50 beds, - plus fine f30111t1es for
meetings, courses, etc. Plans includes
- an annual four-monthe' intensive CLG training course. (Janu-"
: ary—Aprll) for full-time and part-time CLG prlest— brother—, ©
sister-, and lay-workers. The numbers for the 1972 course .
will be limited to 24 so that each partlclpant can be glven )
. full personal attention, :
.= two Ykoinonumens" at a tlme.' A koxnonumen is a spe01al 46~
~ hour CLG tralnlng course, . s : -
general CLG leadership courses, ; L
regional and national CLG conferences and executlve meetlngs ;
for the three CLG levels. students, young adults, adults,
a gatherlng place for government school CLGs, e
s meeting place for the growing Vocatlons—GLG (60 members),
.~ the National CLG Secretariate.
'Startlng January 15,  Pather Eastwell, natlanal Engllsh a551s—
tant, is also at the Center for 3 months to help Father Goller
with the training course. e

s

[" TATIN .AMER‘IVCA’, i

BOLIVIA Enthusiasm and Insplratlon .

"We held a CLC Congress at the national level, in the city of
. Sucre, and it helped to inspire further the different Commun- '
.. ities in the provinces of Bolivis. Ve -hope the enthusiasm will
" eontinue to grow, for we are persua&e& that the CLCs are an ex ’
[ -cellent means to revive the Ghrlstlan splrlt among our people,“,
- and especlally among the- young."
PERU : New Horlzens L - , .
'"On the Road Agaln" is the title of the lead article in ‘the
first issue of HORIZONS, the new bullatin of the National Fed-
eration of Christian Life Communities. of Peru. The heading
means. that the national federation has. Just- been reorganized
‘and iz egain in full swing, its offlces open for "interchange
of ideas or anything relating to ‘the federation®. The new.
bulletln describes its goal as ““communication, from the sim-
) plest-—the infermation that .ought te reach .each member of CVX= -
’ tovthe most central objective, that of our:spiritual and human
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soolt lays special" stress on thé style of " llfe of" CVX members,'i‘“f
“and ends by saying, "HORIZONS will- be, then, a horlzon of“ .
“ Love"y " g
The bulletin invites its- members to -subscribe to PROGRESSIO
" and to give if they can one hour's salary for World Federation
needs. It glves the ftopic for the: next meetlng, which will
" have "two parts, bo’ch very important: R )
- theory: the preamble .of the. General Prlnclples B
- pract:.ce- ‘how te l:.ve this out 1n each Commum.ty".»

NORTH AI‘JIERICA ‘

CANADA K Bulldlng the Mlss:.onary Communlty

The above title was the theme of a’ sess:.on whleh brought t0-
; gether at the énd of the year some 80" representamves of the Ca .
" nadian CLCs. Quite apart from being. the 'theme of " the meet:.ng,
the words also express an aim which 1nsp1res and st:.mulates the
CLCs there to make their serviceé in the’ Church more effectlve.
"With -spirit, and all  the way"‘ That ig the way 40 young mem
bers of the "Pierres vivantes" * Teams’ express what they exper-
ienced -in the course -of a day of- shamng, ‘and tell us as ‘well
how they intend to orient their efforts:- for ‘the months ahead.

. . This -slogan of theirs, 'is it not a fine expressmn of "the
more"? . Does it 'not remind us qmte speclflcally of what our
vocation really 18‘?

ASIA

HONG KONG : Youth and Vigor
. Twelve Comnunities were represented at the annual meeting of
- the Hong Kong CLC- Federation, most of them student groups. In-
;- eluded .wasone new group, the New Asia College Community. Adult
.  membershipismainly concentrated in tle Wanchai Communlty {made
up of working men and women) and in “the t.vo new graduate Commu,
nities started two years ago. .
Though rapidly changing membership (especially in the studen’c
groups)presents some problems, the members show- great vigor and’
ability in their dctivities. Joint efforts dur:f.ng the year that.
..wwere guite successful were the World CLC Day. Rally,~ a holiday
.~ -camp of several days, and a three-day seminar. The latter espe
c:La.'Lly was- very carefully - orga.mzed a.nd qu:.te effectxve. :

- EUROPE

GERMANY Ik Formatlon of C1C Leaders

We call attentlon ‘4o the 1nterest1ng experience now in pro-
gress, aiming at a2 ‘more - intensive formation for CLC leaders. ‘A
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: jbéut twenty'persons take part, ‘on the basis of one'weekend‘per‘e
‘“month(Octoberto June),w1th ten days throughout that tlmeandah»_
flnal session of several days glven'HJthe Splrltual Exercises.

- The originality of the effort,which rests onacombination of in ~
formation,reflection, insertion into life in both its personal .
and communitarien aspects,following the path and the dynamics of
 the Spiritual Exercises,cannot be summed up inone sentence. We

promise to come back to it and to ask of its organlzers at the
end- of the course an account for our readers.

We note also the three retreats. of five’ days Whlch have been
asked of Father Paulussen by the studen‘bs of Braunshard‘b Lelter
~sh0fen and  Wirzburg.

FRANCE L1v1ng Community

.‘TThree se331ons in the course of this ‘summer will allow CLC'
. members from all parts of Frence to live ﬁurlng one week as a
T true communlty.For thosewhohave only . recently entered the Com
};munxty,there ‘will be two “Christian Life Meetlngs"on.tne theme
'f¢"Learn1ng %o live,to live together,to live in the Church"' For

those who have already experlencedcommunltydellberation there

"~ will be a session on the theme "Llfe of faith and polltlcal Te

sponsibility™. Starting with the letter of Paul VI to Cardinal
iRoy; there will be exchange of personal experiences, and, with
.+ .the help. of competent persons, community deliberdtion. as "£6 how
"_to -answer more fully to. the call of the Church. :

ITALY ~‘"0n the side of the weak..a. Fortltude.... Joyously"

_ Harco Dxllberto,pres1dent of the Natlonal Federatlon of Italy,
died on December 1, at the age of 49. The members of his own
;wmmmymwmHe%mmwmmemwnﬂﬁemdmdwm”“
~ his humanity led him to ‘dencunce social injustice....From that
humanity too came his insistence on.the essential .duty each one
- 0f us had ‘to commit ourselves deeply and with gll the means at
- .oour dlsposal "to transform radically the social structure so as
to afford to. all people the full development of the human per—
- sons.... He had an ‘innate tendency to place hlmself always on
“the side of the weak.™ -
TIn his las%t days, suffering terrlbly, Marco showed extraordlna
- ry Christian fortitude. “He thanked the -Lord . for, hav1ng
" sent to him and not to his wife and ehlldren the 1llness which
was destroying him. He contlnually expressed his conformity to
the 'will of the Father' in a spirit of perfect 'Ignatlan ine
‘difference’, an attitude very close to his heart.. A few hours
before his death he asked his wife %0 read him ‘the gosnel of,
the last gudgment."
larco had made the nersonally—gulded ‘Spiritual Exerclses for
five days just a month before his death. He himself asked that
his death notice should state that he haé been "Fformed in the )
school of the Spiritual Exercises", and that hé had gone "ioy~-.
ously“ to the Lord. At his reguest, the Ave Maria in the Serdi
nian dialect was sung at the close of. hls'funeral mass.




VERY STHPLY

Belmt - Bombay - C‘ochln - Colombo - Calcutta Sa,lgon - Hong—
Kong - Talpez - Tokyo - Manxla - D;akarta.

'There you have the 1t1nerary ’that three members of the Exec-
.- utive Council will take up . next ‘June, stoppa_ng to get ac-

‘qualnted with the national federations and some local Chrls—
- tlan Llfe Communltles of the 9 countnes of &sxa. :

Do get acqualnted, flrst of all to dlscover the lzfe of the
.. CLCs  in this pa.rt of the world, to. come to. know their orig— oo
»1na11ty and thelr mchness. ‘Then, to share our experlence
and to- g:l.ve llfe to the rea.hty of our 1ntemational federa- ’

«tlon. ' e : ‘
Thzs sums up bmeﬂy what we -hope - for and wha‘l: we expect
from this jourrey. Who would not feel an mterest in-it,
" geeing the absolute necdessity of 1nten31fylng personal rela-
tions among us so as to arrive at this world communiity which,
we feel it, can tomorrow serve better the Church and the .men
ofourtlme" ' S ‘ e

- . That ‘convictioh has’ lea the Executzve Councll to- take 'I:hls o
Qdeca.sxon,. in spite of ° 1ts precarxous financial situation.
f: The World Federatlon menaged, in 1971, . to pay its pills and
-~ ..to make ends meet.' "However, ~ its - flnanmal status remains
© ‘uncertain. " Above all, its present budget does not allow it

.1 %o support. “'extraordlnary" expenses., S0, some members  of
" -the s Communities have already shown the:w solldamty by . get-
tlng ‘behind the project . and sending us gifts. The amount
" needed has not yel been assembled., That is why, VERY SINPLY,
we ‘address ourselves’ to’ those among our readers .who might be
able to- contr;bute to.’ fz.nanclng the trlp., They may choose -
. any method of payment that is’ convement, ‘maklng out their
check or international .postal money order to the credit of
The World Federatlon of Chrlstlan Llfe Commun1ties.~

To all those who may be a_ble m_'x’d willing tohelp us,
- VERY SIMPLY, THANK YOU.
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