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MESSAGE OF. THE HO~Y FATHER 

"There are moments when all is silent' 
within us, as if to confer. on 'the pre 
e.entevent all its intensJ.ty,ailits 
~resonance.There are moments when grace 
lays hold of our being a:t; its very 
depths so as' to ,prep'are .it. for a more 
gener.ous "yes" ", 

It. was surely such .amoment we. were 
alloweli to .experience whep., on January , 
,15th just paseed, Pope Pa.ulr.ecl:idved 

.. in audience the Executive Councilor 
'the.World.FederaUoh. In the fi,ud"i'ence 
~e forcef41yfeaffiI;'llleil . the V?c~ti~n 
and the reason for existence of •the 
ChI'ietian LifeColIl{llun~ties. And' ,simply 
and withoutformality', . 'he made clear 

,to us his' fatherly affec.tion· for t~e 
COmlnuni ties and his 'confidence inth-em: 

We ~re: ata per.io.d· whe.Ilour:Commu­
nj. ties aregiv~ngin~reased ,.elllphasis 
to their efrot:t;s at renewa,].ancl are 
enteringresolutelyon tbe, path .ofser 
vice. May tItis witness ',oflove8ndo~ 
gospelsimplioi ty given us by the :Pop,e 
and th,e,ciaI-i ty of hie messagex:oemind 
us constantly ofthe mar.k Of o~sp~r~ 

'tualitY:, ",hioh is to 'be .men andwomeii 
of the. Church., 

Dear Sons and Daughters, 

'Th-eWorld Federation of Christian Life Communities which you 
represent is wElll-known to the Holy See,al3 you are already aware. 
Just reoently WEl had the opportunity to examine, and approve the 
revised General Prinoiples and StatUtes of your group. So it is 
with joy that .we are reoeiving for a short time this morning the 
members of the Executive Counoil, with, their president, IVlr.Rolan,d 
C,alcat. 

Yes,weenoourage, you with all our heart to keep on with what 
is, in our eyes, a. top"';priority goalirt tl.le Church.of today: the 
'I'orming of solid Christian 'personalities, who integrate the full.,.. 
nesS of their human l:ife and their. varied responsibilities with a 
continually deepening spiritual life. 
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me~s yo:u use.. . . this seem toussihtple, ef­
f'ect:ive,like the 5pidtualExercises of ,St. Ignatius,
yOU: draw your inspiratii:on; m,editation on the Word.ofGod, . on 
doctrine and faith set forth by, the Church; prayer,' personSJ. and 
communitarian; the search for God's will in the events which are 
His signs to us, done with the help of 'spiritual direction and of 
that brotherly exchange that you make 'use of in your 'communities 
of Christianlife'j frequent participation in the sacraments, es­
pecially the Eucharist; an organiC bond with your assistants; 
and, in line with the origin of your movement, your eyes turned 
always towards Mary, our example ofdisponibility in her coopera­
tign with the work. of .the Saviour• 

. Prinking from such springs and faithful to such demands, you 
are' ready' to grow in the life of. .faith' and to become authentic 
','Vi tnesses. of the .Gospel in today'sworldby a concrete, weJ.l-a­
daPted·andeffective commitment, . in line with what the recent 
Council called' for. As the program of your current meeting makes 
clear,Y9u want .to contribute," on your Part, to the d,evelopment 
of'the )Nbo.le man and of all men. And you show a ~concern for the 
yqung which we are glad to, see. May their generosity find in the 
,c~l: of Christ the living water which quenches their thirst and 
the fire of. ,love whicl;1sets aflame their action. 

In this :immense field of action which, is' the Church, you 
:te~l a Sense of solidarity with those who devote themselves to 
the 'apostolate accordirtg to other methods in their social ,milieu, 
so .. as, to penetrate its mentality and structures wi ththe Gospel 
y~aElt of justice and peace. We uz:ge you to put into practice 
that'.p;reoccupation which we notice With joy in your General Prin­
~ipl:~s:' .'senseef the ChUrch'. Dear sons and daughters, keep 
this'deep affection and fidelity to the Church, this .openness to 
her pastoral projects, this insertion into the ecclesial communi,.. 
ties of which you are part. Bring to this wha,t is p.lllrhaps most 
characteristic of you: a continual resort to the well-springs of 
Ch~ist and His paschal mystery, following in the path of Mary. 
In expressing these desires, Will give y()U,and thos.e whom you rep­

. resent here Qefore us this 'morning, wi th all. our heart, oUrfath­
erly apostolic blessing. ' 

We were, may we add, especially impressed by the spog 
tanE;!ous remarks the pope made ,to theCoUllcil members 
apart from the text of his address. Before beginning 
his talk, he said that· he was "one of you". In giving 
his. talk, he departed from the.text to insist on "the 
maximalism'~ .which ought to inspire the CLos .and on the 

,intensityand solidity of their formation. At the end, 
. be sa.id he wou,l.d be glad ·to address the CollJIliunities as 
a whole at some future .congress. 
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Formation is an esential need for 
a member of the Christian Life Comm~~ 
nities and a special responsibility , 
of the national federations,for:these 
area;nXious'to offer their members 
formation methods of real quality ... Las,t 
July , Moni que BruneI traced for us the 
evolution of their training sessi~ns 
in Canada. Today, Ben Sim" S. J. ,:de~ 
cribee their. experience .in the ;Phi~l:£ 
pines with a course using grbupd~S!llips 
foUowedby the Spiritual'Exerci4;tes. 

,A PROGRAM OF FORMATION 

'by 

Ou,r CLC movemeriti..s ba.relythree years old. In this' wa!:! .il,e 
are starting from the beginning. Through these year\3 we haveaccu 
mulatedexperience.•.Andthis articl/wil,l d.eal Withsomemecnanic-; 
involved in Du'r program o.f formation•. In QUI' e:x:perimentscm varipu.s' 
approaches toCLC. rer':ewal" we have. 'foundthatan.effectivellieans 
is to start with'a seminar usinggt-oup dynamics, ,followed by the 
Spiritual Exercises of Saint 'Ignanus~ 

Jaime Bulatao,::l.J. and EUg.ene Moran,S.J., describe ~histe,ch 
nique as "a method. wherebya'spifal process' might be setup. Tn 
individuals leading to individual and so.cial maturity.1t The.prin.:.. . 
c;i.ple behind this met40d, according to Bulatao and moran is th?,t 
"Human 'growth. is along two ;J,.;i.nes: the individuBJ.and the grout>_ 
No man grows asa man ,by himself; neither does the groupgro~v as 
a.groupunless 'Somehow or other its members .grow 'too. 'not merely . 
in numbers but in new att:l. tudes and slcilis sui ted, to the d1umging' 
6i tuation of an eyolying and 'enl~ging group." 

In general, our .selllinars (involving group dynamics) are.he1:d 
.for four days and four nights.Tnereare.some variations like wee!. 
.ends,si:x: days ·or more etc.' Our seminars are·rr:ainly for students 
but.they are.also given to adUJ.tCLq groups. There are no assigned 
speakers' or top:j.csin the seminar,e:x:ceptfor one ses.sion each day . 
oh p,ersonalprayer.And that sessiort:,~.soptional to the. particiT.)ants~ 
The staff members {alsostudents)merelyfacilitate. group discus.sion 
ana Lnter-action a.'nong part1cipants. 
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Seminars using group dynamics'usually bring about selfcon­
fi.d~nce, and sensitivity to the feelings and attitudes of others, 
apd uSkally, a deep appreciation qf religious values. Some examples 
of typical remarks' taken from qUef3tionnaires sent out after the 

seminarl;l give an indication of wh/iit the participants experienced. 

To the question, "How did the seminar, affect you personally?" 

A participant answered, "It developed my fal th in God, by 
realizing people as they are." 

Another replied to the same question, "It's. really verydif... 
ficul t to express how the seminar affectedme.To sum up everything, 
I'feelgreat~ For the first'time in my life, I've felt that life 
is nice and Christ is very near." 

The seminar begins with the participants getting to know one 
another.Thiscangodeeper with the. participants' sharing personal 
experiences, oI'undergoing some exercises that .deal with communi­
cation. Some of' .these exercises emphasize the problems of audio­
visual communication !icombination of various forms of communication. 
We have found that one of the stumbling l:llocks to CLCprogress is 
communication. And so the CLC memb,ers aI'e made aware of this 
through an experience of the various aspects of communication. 
These exeI'cises make the paI'ticipants desire to undeI'stand the wlaY 
p~ople behave I'ather, than give value judgments. The exercises on 
communication ueheI' in the 'NOI'ld of feelings. This world of feelings 
which says a lot aooll.t a person' andthegI'oup is anotheI' impoI'tant 
aspect to .be consideI'ed. An undeI'standihg ,of one' s feeling and 
the feelings of ethel'S bI'ingeabout sensitivity which is a key 
,tor in gI'Oup functioning. 

Some exeI'cises, to bI'ing !3-boutthe :NOI'ld of feelings,' could 
be made also. Oftentimes, I'ole-playing is used. Role~playing is 
'exactly'anexercise of "putting oneself in' anotheI"s situation." 
O.ne becomes 8.waI'e ,of others and theiI' situation. 

The next stage usually is the building up of group conscious 
ness, and I'esponsibility to thegI'oup. This can be bI'oughtabout 
by, the use of collage which is an .exercise'wheI'e a group gathers 
pictuI'es that expresses the' ~roup's sentiments.Pictures are taken 

'from old magazines and newspapers. Another e~eI'cise in this stage 
is problem-so~vin6' 
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~'rnen the above preparatory stage is over, the group tries to 
form a common goal or goals for. the 'rest of the seminar. The group 
al~o decides on the means to achieve their gOals. Thus they are 
resnonsiblefor the outcome of the seminar. The coordinator and 
the' staff lliembersmerely .point out the process going on; and supply 
the necessary information when·needed. 

Regular eval"v.ation sessions are held during which tYle parti­
cipants assess the progress of the selllinc.r,analyze the hindrances-­
even p~rsonal ones and tr-i to resolve conflicts.Thus,more efficient 
progress can be achieved. 

,lhen the group or community is formed, then they decide on 
their program and t.ask after the seminar. What is very. important. 
in the seminar the informal atmosphere arid the spirit .of acce.D 
tance.· Also very important. is a. m:e~ingful liturgy whereby th";; 
participants really experience a community of love. 

In most cases the group deciciestounde.rgo·a closed retreat 
(Ignatian) usually a few months ane!' the seminar. The retreats 
range for 4, 5 or 6 days. Christmas and Sumriler holidays are the 
most suitable and convenient time for alL The places of recl;reats 
are varied due to financial circumstnnces.Theya.re.heldon moullt?-ib 
tops, peaches, homes,schools etc.. The overall effect is infor~ 
mality (less rigidity) so that there .will be more chances for 
personal contact and consul.tation wi th 'one another and more parti 
c:LpaHon shaping the retreat format. A word must be said, con=­
cerning the size of the grOup~ Usually the. retreat is for srt.all 
groups. This is to insure guidance. There is room for more sharing. 
The retreats are· handled by Jesuits ora. team of Jesuits or 8. 

group of Jesuits a.'1d laymen. 

The closed retreat (CLC) follows the basic structure of the 
Spiritual. Exercises of Saint Ignatius (-,;.I1e 4 weeks, rules on dis­
cernment.election, ad amorem etc.)· If there is a' ren.ovatlon, 
is a happy combination of individual- and group-cent~reQ retreat. 
This is 8n. experience gathered from the seminar 'using group dy­
namics. Another addition is t~lat of thed1scussion on the various 
me'thods of prayer and the practice of it. Al.so the evening grOup 
evaluation of. the day ·wherein the retreatants share, theiilsights, 
problems of tl1e day. There is an extensive treatment of the Dis~ 
cemment of Spirits sincet.his is a necessar-i tool for an eff~c,,:,: 
tive CLe member. There is always an effort to provide a modern 
(here and nov;) connection between the meditations and its expres.;. 
sions. The retreatants give these connections. 
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"The 11tllrgyfqunCl in the seminar is very important . especially 
.the ,Eucharistic Celebration (cf.N°.4, Part I General Principles, 
OLC). It is a general consensus that the Eucharistic Ce.lebration 
and Liturgy in general bring home the point, that liturgy expresses 
the life of the CLC member. During the retreat also an all-night 
vigil is scheduled. Usually this is an hourly watch of the Blessed 
Sacrament, done during the meditation on the Passion of our Lord. 

As .of writing, there are plans to include Penitential Services 
done locally, as 'an addition to the dimension of the Sa¢raiilent of 
Penance. Bible Services are also in. the pl'ans. 

Alast but ihIportant innovation is the addition, of a dis~ 
cu.ssion otc the General Prin\ciples, towards the. end of the retreat. 
['his' session ,vas added to. enable the retreatants to see theI-ela­
tion of the SpLritual ExerCises of SalntIgnatius to the. General 
Principles. The experience of the Spiritual Exercises articu­
lated,in the General Principles.In thiswa:y,the General Principles 
of trle CLC come closer to the life of .a CLC member. . 

The 'comments of the retreatants have been encouraging. When 
asked about tIle effects or the relation of the .Live-in Seminar and 
the 19natian Retreat to their lives, they have this to; say: It 

."1 th.ink that like most people., I needed the Live-in before 
~rying to make ,the closed retreat;we have first to free ourselves 
to be able to meet other~. and once we are free we <;:an follow up 
on" that and 'meet God." 

"Yes, in ~he Live.;.in I realized I had too much of a front 
dealing with other people. Only after removing this front, will I 
be able to remove my front before God." 

"True, ,the live-in taught me to treat people as persons; the 
retreat taught .rUe'to treat God ,as ,a person." 

.All tLese sentiments indicate a 'certain rela.tionshipbetween 
the effectso'f group dynamics and closed retreats to an increased 
sensi tivityin on.e' sperSOIlal relationship with God. Ac'cording, to 
survey reports ,the three most predominan,t feelings are confidence 
and self-underst,anding and acceptance and sensitivity to- the feel 
ings of others'. 
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Today we make the acquaintance of the 
'''Internatiorull Sodalityof"Our Lady Of 
the Sick", affiliated to the World 
Federation~ During this time of" the' 
year when the liturgy of Lent and of 
~hePassion prepares us for the Great· 
Passover, we, thought it good, to pre­
sent to our readers this branch of the 
Church Suffering, whose specific con­
tributiqn constitut~s one of the rich 
es of our World Community. 

A 'COMMUNITY FOR THE SICK; 

by Msgr. Wilhelm GIL~~, eccl~asst. 

This Sodalityof Our Lady-:" :i would like :to not~ this at .the 
outset--is obviously the work of the Mother of God. '> It would take 
too long to recall the "accidents"that,pre!;1ided ,over its qirth. 
'Seen wi1;h the eye of fai th, thes,e "acci,de,nts" are the hand of God 
and of our Mother. God always giv:esus his grace when we need it. 
So I consider our Sodality for the, sick as a grace, a gift of God 
for our Church and for the ,world ,of ,today.' , 

Themeinber~ are~l ~ick, pers~ns (women,~en, YO~th::priests, 
religious), wh~, because of, their infii-mi ties ' (innesses~ ,bo,dily 
handicaps, infirmities of age); cannot take an active part in 
another Community, but main,tain a.desire to grow in the .. spiritual 
life, and to give themselves -whol~heartedly_to apostolic" I;lerv:i,ce. 
For, this reason they want to belong to a community whose members 
""re linked "by their commcm, cOllllI!itment, their common way of-life;. 
and their filial love for Mary" (General ,Principles, N0. ',6.", Its 
members are scattered among 2). dioceses of Germany ,and German­
speaking countries,' 

We are aware of being a Marian colmnunity. Our ~embers ,have 
entrusted themselves to the Virgin so as to be, in union with her 
and by her help and example, at the disposition cif God in ,all 
circumstances in their mission of service to the Church and the 
world. The sick are the great hope of the Church. The Church 
needs their prayer, their expiatory suffering. Chr~st needs the 
sick. "With Him· you· wili save ,:o:--if" you wish it --, ;t;he world" was 
written in, the message of the .Council Fathers 'to ,the siclc. 



Toaccompliahtheir apostolic mission, they offer' God each 
day their prayer, their suffering and their difficulties, in rep­
aration, and in the Eiense . o·f asking oi the Father, "Thy kingdom 
come". .J 

Their general mission reaches out to include all, the preoc­
cupationS,of the, Church. The montPJ,y intentions formulated by 
the Pope give each month new directions to their prayers • 

. Their specific tasks includel 

.1) 	the personal concerns and intentions of the Pope •. OUrS.odal­
i tyconsiders the first of ·its tasks to be a group at .the ser­
vice of the Pope, as was the first community of Jerusalem in 
its prayers fO.r Peter whenne was in prison: "the prayer of 
the Church for him was directed to God :without ceasing" (Acts 
12: 	·S). " 

2) 	 the responsibilities of our bishops. This tie with the hier­
archy hascilways been a cnaracteristicof our movement. 

3J 	 the advancement 'of the Christian Life Communities throughout 
the world; for our group is convinced that, just as during 
the past 400 years, the Communities have as their vocation "to 
form committed men and women, adults and youth, for servic.e to· 

, the Church in every area of life" (General Principles, N°.3). 
The members o"f our community feel themselves co-responsible 
for tb,egrowth inquality and in number of our Communities 
throughout the world. 

4) 	Helping the sick in theiroWIl pari$h, especially those without 
family or without aid. 

5) 	Helping thOse within our own community. All the· members of 
the Sodality are aware' of their responsibilitytoeach o'ther, 
and help each other by prayer and personal contact. What' is 
essential is· not following· the General Principles to the let ­
ter, but to live them out in the spirit of the Gospel and the 
':interior law of love. 

The unity of Christians who form one body in Christ 'is sig­
nifiedand realizlild in the Eucharist. The members of our Sodal­
i ty unite their demand to that of the whole Chur.ch tha"t"by tak­
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ing part in ,the body and ,blood of Christ we maybe 'gatherep. to­
gether in the Holy Spirit in one sole body" (Eucharistic Prayer). 
To come together around- thealtar is not possible for' them, 'but 
that :j.snot what counts. ' They are invited to unite themselves 
each morning in spirit with the Holy Sacrifice ,celebrate\i by 
their ecclesiastl.calassistant, who is aware of theirunitya':', 
round the altar. The fruit of the Eucharist is the f\.l.llness ,of 
love, which, "has been poured into ,our hearts by the Holy Spirit 
who has be~n given to us" (Romans 5,: 5)., It is He who uni tea our 
member,S ever morlLclosely'in' a fraternal community. Yes, we have 
gradually become a: real ,ifamily.. " strengthened by the contacts' 
between the 'members, and by those between the membersandthe'ec­
clesiastical assistant. ',' 

Our other means for reinforcing the bond" ,of community are: 
- a monthly exchange of in.formation, the letter of the assistant, 

the bulletin, the points of meditation for, our daily prayer,­
- the various -"correspondence groups" who form working, teams of 

6 to 10 members, cprresponding wi tn, each other by l'ett!i!r, , 
... the regional groups of members living in a certain. district, 
- the occasional gatherings in small circles, whether these be of 

formation or simply of friendship, , ' , 
- the regu1,ar gathering in autumn, linked withthe I;UlIlUal' assem­

bly that follo\,{s ,the Spiri tual EX,ercises made, just before, the 
feast of Our Lady of Sorrows ,on September 15th. a,nly some of 
the memberl,'lare able to take part; the last one fOun9-40 of the 
aickin'attendance. 

Since the life of ourSodality is very demandirtg for' its 
members, entrance into the group is made only after a: period of 
probatio,n, at the end Of which ,the decision is, made.' The conse­
cration is the expression o,f the decision; it invol';:esalso for 
the members a commitment to the specific tasks of our' 'Sodali ty. 

Doubtless the aoo';:e' account i~ focused mai~y on simply 
communicating infcmation about our group. ,Ina brief space, it 
would not be possible ,to speak of the 'life-and the tO,tal commit­
ment of our. members. Still I am always deeply amazed when If'ind ' 
myself before certain of the sick, bedridden for 10, 20, 30, 40 
or 50 years, who have not shut themselves off from, the world ' 
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turned, in upon themselves, but rather, forgetfUl of"their own 
illness, have offered themselves to.be open' to Ell.lthe ~uff~rings 
of ·the world and the Church,' keeping their joy, their understa.nd­
ing anQ.their senseo.f humor'. One can feel the Spirit at work~ •• 
Ithal:t.k . the Lord for each sick person that He draws in,to ou;r COm­
~unity (we count 352 members, and this withOut any publicity), 
and tor~o . oftenbein~ witn,ess .. to their life, their.suffering, 
tp.efr sacrifice and their love•. We ha.veoften as,ked' ourselves 
whether it might not .be nece.s.sary, in order. to retain a true com...; 
mtlnit~ ,life, to limitthemimberof 'our memb,ers:Our team of 
le!1ders , .on the Inse advice of F~ther l'aUlussen, has re~rained 
from d.oing so. . , 

To c()liciude,' let us give this .reflection written .to us re­
centlyby a: young woman student who ha:dbecome acquainted with 

... ' ourcominimity: . 

· "r'round real joy in the life· and the intense sharing" 
whicll exists inth1scommuni,ty. In spite of the fact 

· thatlhad:'regEitded:themfrom the' point of view of one 
iIi ;gOod neaJ.th, the worth and the releVahce of the .apo~ 
tolate of. this group tool!: hold of me. VeryofteIl- our 
modern society offers onlystnoke and evasion of all 
sorts even to the extent of suicide as an escape from 
si tuations of personal misery. How easily one de­
Clares that one is at the end of one's endurance, and 
how quicklyone.fiees panic"';; stricken from' misery iand 
frOm ones'elf'! Knowing this, :j.;t is, almost· fri'ghten­
ingto meet people who do . not flee from the 'burden­

· so~e rea:li ty of their grief, . and vexation,' butpos-. 
sess the enormous 'cou:ra.ge to shoulder i t.'lI'Io;re still, 
these .sick strive to transform their 'suffering . into 
a precious contribution for the life' of the Church., 

May the Lord make this cqnimunity "a cfty set on 
,a mountain"':top" .as a. sign o'f hope for all of us" 'so 
tempteddaily:to flee ll.ke cowards before, ,seemingly 

· liopeless situations; or· before the demands' of the 
present moment'. " 
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:r.mETING OF THE .EXECUTIVE COUNCIL IN ROME 

by Hildegard 

The fact· that the Exec\J.tive.Counci:i met January 13 - 16 at 
!!2!!!! assumes for our future work a quite special . significance • 
No one coUld foresse how the private audience with Pope Paul VI 
and the long .session .with Father General Arrupe,.f3J,would reveal 
so clearly how much the Church-- in the person .of those who. bear 
wi thin it the chief responsi:bil,i ty -- recognize$ the relevance of· 
:the CLCs, and how much it counts on the persons arid the communi­
t.ies who live out in this way of life their commitment to the 
Church and to the world. 

The agenda,~ as planned, actually would not have allowed time 
for. these "extr.a" events, since i 1; included 19' matters for dis",:, 
cussiOil and a day of study on the Exercises in the world today. 
So the first decision taken was that, for the future, the ,!;l.genda 
ofmeetings.wouid be limited to one principal topic. All infor­
mation and matters not requiring general discussion would be. com­
municated in writing beforehand. For a better use of the time 
and talents and knowledge of eac.h one, preparing proposals ,by 
means of work done in small groups remains a specially effe.ctive 
method. . 

The study day on ,the ·ExerciSes certainly had ,for the inove-' 
ment asa whole particular importance. Three groups at the,same 
time probed the difficulties' Which the Exercises .presentin to,.. 
day's world.. One' group assemble'd t.he problems met with by re­
t;reat directors, a' second the difficulties thats1;em from the 
mentality and situation of. the world today, while'a third ferret­
ed out the difficulties which seem to be inherent in the Exercis­
es themselves. The results of this effort broUght to light that, 
underlying the listing of the problems, lay exp'erl.ence with per­
sonally-guided Exercises; bu.t also experience with other forms of 
them.which, correspond neither'to the 'needs of people tod~ynor ,to' 
the aim of the Exercises. At the same time it was evid,ent.that 
the problems are fundamentally the same in all continents. It 
was seen as important that the Exercises not be. employed. haphaz,oc,; 
ardly; that while they are unequalled in. their relevance for our: 
day, . thecritfi!ria determining,their usage by the instructor, the 
retreatantand so 1;00 by . the, CJ:,C. movement generally: ought to be 
sought for from those men who have had real experience with them.' 

One decision taken among others was .to draw up a question­
naire aime,d at explOring. more fu,J.ly the difficulties already lis­
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ted. This 'would be 'sentto:persolls 'both favorable arid1.ll1favora­
ble to the Exercises, so B-S to t.~st the solutions proposed by 
members· oftheExecut~veOo1.ll1cil. A parallel study . concerning 
the preparation for the Exercises needed by people' today will al­
so be sent .out •.. This latter woUld. be of help both .tomembers and 
to· ecclesiastical assistants. . . 

The questionnaire and. the study on preparatiotireferI;'ed to 
above win .be done' within the coming year. Another project, more 
long-terril, will be that of publishing'abookletpresen,\;ing in 
parallel columns the tex't6f the Exercises, an'explanation of 
terms, arid' a mOdernized translation. Such an effort, 'it ob­
vious, will demand the collaboration of· experts, part'icularly 
Jesuits • 

.Tp,e development "of the whole man. and of all men" . was the 
secC)nd important topic 'of the gathering•. ' The Oouncil members 
Were glad to learn that the revieW Progressio would soon be pub­
lishing a series offiye articles by Father Sommet,SJ,. on this 
subject. Oouncil members stressed-strongly that the question of 
developmen't would.not.and' should not be considered as if d.etached 
from the total hUtlian and spiritual formation of man, nor from the 
global mission of OLe. 

To become acquainted with what the different national fede­
rations are doing in this field, and above all.to pI'Qvide:inspi­
ration and motiVation, it was proposed to setup a collllllissionof 
OLO leaders including some members 9f the Executive OO\inc'il, 
which would make possible a coordination at the'world level:lt 
was clearly recognized that our movement, forexamplei ,was not in 
the category of. those involved .in development at the world level 
in such a fashion that, it could or should send an official d'ele­
gationto international congresses. Nonetheless it was also very 
clear that we should be aware or all these efforts and that to 
the degree possibIe, OLO members should take partin sessions and' 
gatherings of this sOrt. 

It is 'not merely in development that the WorldFederailion 
needs .collaboration. It depends also on close contact of the 
federations with each other, so that people who share the same 
vocation may know each other and mutUally su.pporteach'other, ev­
er ready to give and receive brotherly cOUIlseland mutual assis­
tance (Gen. Prin., no.n). ThHr perspectiveiled the OO1.ll1cil to 
accept the plan of Father Ri.e'man, . ,Jose Gsell and Fred Leone for 
a, trip to nine c01.ll1triesof Asia ·from ·J1.ll1e22' .to August 3 this 
year. This. trip. was viewed as urgent in spite of the scarcity 
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o,f funds. The Council members were. asked to'do everything pos­
sible to find the money needed. Here it. ij3not' a question only 
!)f a gesture of ,solidarity, but of' a, ,necessity -- to have dialog 
and exchange and; to get to know each other. 

Still in the course of th'is year, an attempt will be . made' to 
initiate in Latin America what might be, Called a center, of spir,... 
i tuality and of action, so that the youth' of the continent find 
there ,the help they need, and steer clear ·of two extremes--an ac­
tion cut off from its roots, or a fiightinto a purely spiritual 
world. The session with Fr. General Arrupesingled out particu­
larly how 'well we can in the CLes.· offer this total formation 
which allows Christians solidly rooted spiritually' to commit 
themselves totally in the world to the struggle for justice' and 
for peace. 

The question of ecumenism in the CLCs was first worked on in 
sub-groups. Theresults, which. were a good beginning, will, 
after further refiection, be submitted to the members 'of' our '. Com..;. 
muni ties for discussion. It was clear that 'in all ecumenical 
collaboration and stillmore in the question of non-Catholic meni';: 
bers wi tlii.n CLC, the aspects specified,in the General Principles 
should .remain a common base;' among others, the central. 'place of 
the Eucharist, the sense of the'Church, the role of the Biessed 
Virgin in the plan of sa,J.vation. ' 

The theme and methods of. the next General Assembly will be 
the main topic for the. next meeting o:f the Executive Council, 
August 3-6,1972, at' Augsburgin Germany. 'Nonetheless, an impor­
tant decision had to be made even now regarding participation. 
The National Federation of Germany , host to the, AssemblY, reques";', 
ted the Council to limit the participants to the number specified 
for the..national delegations.· It will, be then a Congress of at 
mest 150 delegates. A religious ceremony. in ,which CLCmembe.rs of 
G;ermany, families of delegates and any. guests present will take 
part, will be celebrated one of the evenings in the Cathedral of 
Augsburg,and be the culminating po,int ·pfthe week. Apart from 
ihi.s ceremony, the Congress will have the character rather of a 
'l'(ork session and a community deliberation, such as· was planned 
for Rome in 1967 and for Santo Domingo in 1970'. . 

As regards the cost to delegates for the expenses of the As­
sembly, .the decision was made to ·chargesomewhat more to members 
from the so-called "First World" so that delegatee from the Third 
W9rld would be· better 'able to take part in a 'gather~ng in Europe.• 
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'The. ·CoUncil took up again the question of i -bs method of 
work,.a:p.dofthe,makeup .of the group during 'itsmeetings. It was 
stressed. strongly. that the sessions were not for sociiUizing but 
for serious work; that in this light, experts might sometimes be 

. invited. for a limited period, as well as two young members of the 
:host country who might have something to. contribute and at the 
same time get a view o.f our movemerit as a whole; 

When the pope,inhisstriking identification with the re­
newed :OLCe, said that he was "one of you" •. thiswas fo'r each mem­
ber of the Council not just a phrase, . but a .serious call to la­
bor--a:p.d .not just in his own country but also on' the' world 
leyel--so that t.he grea~estpossible number of Christians might 
have access to this way 0"[ intensiVe sp.iri:tual a:p.d. apostolicliy­
ing, with--thepope stressed it quite pOintedly-:-theExercises 'as 
source, a serious interior and externalcolllIlli tment., a' clear 
vision or Marycollabo;r:ating·. by her atti tude of disponibili ty and 
openness with the work or her Son•. It was with some trepidation, 
but ey·en .more with encouragement, that themem1::)ers of thl'lEXecu:;' 
tiYe CO]J.nci;l. heard b&th Pope Paul and Father General say to them 
that this kind of life Y'las not easy, could not 'be.off.ered or 
lived lightly, but demanded a serious and deep formatiQn,. thor­

. ough study, a formation, a tota.lcolllllli tmenttothe li'ling of the 
paschal mystery of Christ~ 

The visit to the Secretariat where the Council at once felt 
at home, t1].e inyitation 0fFather IIl.sol~rrato the .centerof the 
National Federation of Italy, the remarKable hospitality of 
.iVil~aCavalletti 11 ,the Jesuit retreat house where we. stayed-'-all 
i;his played its. part in aSSUriIl.6 that the work got done in a 
brotherly spirit and according to the methodofCLC. 

We should not 'be 8urprisedthat a 'gI1o.up liketheiExecutive 
Council had first to become a community. We could, tell that J. t 
was on its way to becoming one,and. perhaps this extraordinary 
meeting. was especially favorable to our eXp'eriencing th$ Church 
on a small scale. We .areyerY thankful for it...,.- as also for the 
fact that ali the members present decidedtom6ke together the 
Spiritual Exercises from December 30, 1972 to:January 8, ·1973. 
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I..AFRICA I 
.SOUTa AFRICA: New Natio.nal CLG. Training Centre 

J;n January, 1972,. began in Joharinesburg thenewCLG (Christian 

Life Groups) National Training Centre, under .the name "KOINO..., 

NIA" (Community). Directed by Father John Goller, SJ,the, nati.2, 

nal CLG assistant, i thas 50 beds, . plus fine facilities for 

meetings, courses, etc. Plans include: 

- an annual four-months' intensive CLG training course· (Janu-' 


ary-April) for full~time and part-time CLG priest":', brother-. 
sister-, andla,y-workers. The numbers. for the' 1972 course 
will be limited to 24 so that each participant can be given 
full personal attention, 

- two t'koinonumens" ata time. A koinonumen is a. special 46-; . 
hour CLG trailiingcourse, 

- general CLGleadership courses, . 
- regional and national CLG confe~ences and executive meetings 

for the three CW levels: students, young ac'iults,:adults, 
- a gathering place for .government school CLGs, 
- a meeting place for the growing Voc;ations-CLG '( 60 members). 

the National CLG Secretariate. ' 
Starting January 15, .Father Eastwell, national EngJ,.ish.assis­
tant, is also at the Center for 3 months to help. Father Golier 
with the training course. 

I; LATIN AMERICA 

BOLIVIA: Enthusiasm and Inspiration . 

"We held a: CLC Congress at the national level, in the city 
Sucre, and it helped to inspire further the different COllllJlun­
i ties in .theprovinces of Bo~i'vi~ Y/e ,hope the enthusiasm will 
continue .togrow, for weare persuaded that the CLCs are an e!, 
cellentmean.sto revive the Christian.spirit among our people, 
and especially among the young." 

PERU : New Horizons 

"On the' Road Again" is the title of the lead article in the 
first issue of HORIZONS, ·the newbull-=tin of the National Fed­
eration of Christian Life Communities. of Peru. Tlle heading 
means. that the .nationalfederation has just .been reorganized 

. and i.s again in full swing, i tsoffices open ,for ,"interchange 
of ideas. or anything relating to the federation" • The ,ne w . 
bulletin describes its goal as "communication, from the sim­
plest--'the information that .ou~tto reacll .each member or'CVX­
to 'the most centra,]. objective, that of our spiritual and hUman 
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fo'rmation, shownin we"':Wnldo',together." 
.It lays special stress on the style ofEfe ofd;Vx membera, 
and ends by saying', "HORIZONS will be, thim,> a horizon of 
Love". 
The bulletin invites its- members to subscrib.e to.~ PROGRES$IO 
and to give .if they can one hour's salary for World Federation 
needs.. It gives the :toPic for the next meeting, which. will 
have "two par:ts,both v.ery important: 
- theory: the preamble of the· General Principles 
-practice: hovi to live.. this out in eachCommuni.ty" •. 

[. .NORTH p.:tIlERICA 

CANADA: Building tneMissiQnary Community 

The above title was tp.e theme ,of a session which brought to­
gether. at the end of the .year some 80representative,so'f the C~ 
nadian CLCs. Quite apart from being the .theme of the meeting, 
the words aiso express an aim which inspires and stimulat.es the 
CLCs there to.make their service in the Church more effe6tive. 
"Withspirit" and all the 'way!" That is the way. 40 young me!!! 
bers of the "Pienes vivantes" . Teams express \vhat they eXper­
iencedin the course of So day of-sharing, and tell us as well 
how they intend to orient their effort.s. for the months ahead. 
This ·slogan of theirs, is it not a fine expressiotl.of. "the 

.more"'? Does i tnot remind us qUitespecificaily of what our 
vocation really is'? 

I :ASIA .1 
HONG KONG : youth and Vigor 

TwelveCommunities were represented at the anriual meeting of 
the Hong Kong CLCFederation, most of i;nem student groups. In­
eluded ,was one new group,the I~ew Asia'College Community. Adult 
membership is mainly concentrated in the \'{anchai Community (made 
:up of working men and Women) and in the t'NO new gra,duate CommB. 
nities started two years ago. 
Though rapidly changing membership (especially in the st.udent 
groups)presents some problems,the members show great vigor.and 
ability in their activities.Joint efforts .during the year.that 
.were qui tesuccessful were the World ctc, DaiRally, a holiday 
camp of 'several days, and a three-day seminar. The latter, espe 
ciallywas very carefully organized and quite effective. ­

I' EUROPE] 
G~~ : Formation ofCLe Leaders 

We attention to the interestingexperilmce now in pro­
gress, aiming ata more intensive fo·rmationfor CLC'leaders. A 
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the basis of one weekend. per 
June) ,vvi th ten. days throughout that time and a 

session of several days given to the Spiritual Exercises, 
The originiaity of the effort, which rests on a combination ·of iE 

insertion into life in both its personal 
cOll1t'Ilunitarian aspects, following the path and the dynamics .of 

the Spiri tual Exercises, ca.I).notbe summed up in one sentence, 'lie 
ask of its organizers at the 

for bur readers '. 
five 'days which have been 

asked of Father Paulussen by the students of Braunshardt, Lei te£ 

this summer will allow CLC 
to live during ,one week as ,a 

true comm~ty.For those 'who have only ,recentlyenteI'ed 1;be CO!!! 
"Christian Life Meetings" onthe, 'theme 

live in the9h).ll"ch'~., For 
haVe already' experienc!'ld communitydeliberation,~there 

"Life of fai thand politic8J.r!t 
sponsibility", Starting wi th ,the letter of Paul VI to Car!,iinal 

there will be exchange of personal experiences, and, .with 
"the' help of competent, per'sons, community d el.,i ber!i1tion as 'to how 

the calla! the Church. 

Fortitude.; •• Joyously" , 
lIlarco Diliberto.presidentof the National Federation of Italy. 

at the age, of 49. The,members of his own 
was an examl'4.e to us inlifeand in death•••• 

to ,denounbeso,cia.linjustice ... . From that 
his insiste'nce ,qn, the essential ,duty' each one 

commit ourselvesde:eply and withall the meens 'at 
bur disposal' to, transform radically the 'social structure so as 

the fUll development. ·of thehwnanper­
innate tend!=mqy ,to place himself, always on 

, . ~ . , ' 
suffering terribly .,I4arco showed, extr~o:r:din.!i! 

thanked the Lord ,f{,lr having 
sent to him and not to his wife and children .the illness 'which 

continually expressed his conformity to 
in a. spirit 9f perfect 'Ignati'ail in­

to his heart., A few ,hours 
to read him the gospel of 

the personally-guidedSpiritual Exercises for 
month before his, death. He himself asked that 

state that he had been "formed in the 
and that :r~e had gone "joy_ 
the Ave Maria in the Sardi 

sung at the close of .his· funeral mass. 

\' 

bQutt~~ntyperl30ns take part, on 
month (October to 
fiI).ai 

formation,reflection, 

and 


promise to.come back to.it an<i to 
ehd of the course an account 
We note also the three retreats, of' 

,shofen and WUrzburg.' 

FRAt-WE' : 'Living .CoIIilllunity 

Three sessions .in the course of 
members. from all parts of Franc.e 

mUni ty, there;will be. two 
"Le/il.rningto live, to live toge;ther; to 
those Who 
will be aseesion on the theme 

'Roy, 

" to. answer more fully to 

ITALY: ,"On the si.de of tl:t.eweak.'••• 

died on December 1. 

cOIllllluni ty wrote: ;'He 

his humanity leid him 

hunianity too came 


. of us had ,to 

to afford' to. all p.eople 

sons••• : He had an 


'the side o.f the weak." '.' 

In his last days. 

ry Christian fortitude. "He 


waS destroying him, He 

the 'will of the Father' 


. difference'. an attitude very close 
before his death. he asked his Wife 
the last judgment~." 
Marco had made 
n ve days just a 
his death notice should 
school of theSpiritual Exercises". 
ously" to the Lord~ At his request. 
nian d,ialect was 



VERYSIIVIPLY 

Beirut - Bombay ."-Co.chin.'" Colombo- Calcutta-Saigon - Hong­
Kon'g - Taipei .... Tokyo -Manila .... :pjakarta. 

There- you haVe 'the 'itinerary that three members of the EXec­
utive Council will tak;e up next June, stopping to get. ac­

. :quainted with t~e national federatiotl,sand some local Chris­
tian Life Communities of the 9 countries of Asia. 

To get acqua.inted, first of all, to discover .the ,.life of the 
CLCs in this Part of the world, to come to ltnow.,thelr,orig­
inality and, thei:r;', richness. Then, to share ,our experience 
and togiye life to the re8.l.ity of our in,ternational federa­
tion. 

This sums '!IP 'briefly what we· hope' for and what we expect 
from this journey. Who wduld not fe.el an interElst in it, 
seeing the absolute necessity of intensifying personalrel,a­
tions among us so as to arrive at this world co'mmunity which, 
we feel it,' can tomorrow serve better the' Church and the men 
of our time? 

That conviction has l'ed the. ~xecutive Council to take this 
decision,. in spite of'i ts precarious financial situation. 
The World Federation Dumage'd, in 1971, to pay its bills' and 
to make ends meet•. However, 'its financial st,atus remains 
Un.certain. Above ail; its present budget does not allow it 
to, support "extraordinary" expenl;lles. So, some members, of 
the ,Communities ha'ITe already shown ·their solidarity· by get­
'tingbehino. the project arlo. sending us gifts. The amoUnt 
needed has not yet been,assembled~ , Tha;;is why, VERY SIMPLY, 
we address .ourselves to those among our readers who might ,be 
able to contribute to financing ,the trip. They' may choose 
any method of pa:ymenttliat is convenient, ma..,\{ing out their 
check or international postal money ·Order td the credi tof 
The.Wo.rld Federation of Christian ,Life Communities. 

To all those who may be able and willing to help us. 

VERY SIMPLY, THANK YOU. 
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