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Here we areattllehalf'-way mark . between tile C()ng~sso:f 
·;SantoJ)omingo Of .1970 and ...tlle one wllieh willtake,';plaoe 

August 4-10,197,,,at Lutershofen,near Augsburg(GeJ:"Dtany). 

At this 1;ime.Ofthe:ye1U'th~;C~t1rCh, .. 9Y ber.Hturgy, re~· 
'minds.u.sthata. "Liberator"bS:s"beenborn to us. He oomes 11100 
tile Spirit, without making any more noise tllan a drop of water 
penetrating a sponge, a 11ttle like tile suf:fe:r1ng of the Pakis- . 
tanis. 

. Certainly, Ilis kingdom is not of thisworld. It is good 
to.reoall tllis. :for tile word "liberation" today Ilides mantcon­
fusions. At tllis very instant--not tomorrow .... every intentionD 
every action, every operation to "liberete" our brother oan plaoe 
us witllin the design of' God and reoonoile IlS iil Jeslls Christ. 

Do ,we want it? 

Every being on tile way to christificationis waiting to 
see in us Jeslls Christ, Ilumble, poor and crucified. 

Are we?' 

What.a conversion that requires of Ils ••• : 

~d still, .if we are abie to recognize ourselves as sin­
ners, and believe that we are effectively saved, that we are 
nothing andRe is' EverTtlling, our Ilope is notemllty. Everytlling 
beoomes possible, so ,immense is. the meroyof Jeslls Christ, eo 
well expressed in his words to the goodtllief•. 

Let us tllen givethanksHke tile leper wllo was oured, fo:1:' 
oompared to tile situation as it· appeared at .Santo DomingO, we 
have truly been overwnelmed wi~1l grace. 

From tllen on, spontaneollsly.,htb.er Paulllssen was read;y 
to prolong Ilis· priceless Ilelll. 

Bishop Alldet has told us recently that he oOllDted on be-' 
ing able to devote more time to our movement. 

Fatner Niollolas Bieman,wllo has inspired tile ,work of tile 
Exercises at Cleveland, Ilas accepted tile post, left vacant, of 
vice-eoolesiastical assistant. 

Jose G~ell, after 10 years of Il1lwearieddedication to tile 
Christian LUe grOIlPS of Franoe ~ has taken in hand tile Central 
Secretaria.t and given i tapprCipriate'form and development., 
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"Progression, iii spite of tile limitatiOns of its fOl'lllat, 

is beooming littleb7 "Uttle--even tllougll .tllere. is still m~h 

progress to be made--tlle tool that tile people at tile Santo Domin­

go Assemb17 desired. 


In Latin America, thanks to. the trip undertaken with 

'Fatller Pallll.lssen, confl.lsion and fears have given wa7 toolarity 

and. hope • 


. SOl.lthern Afrioa is responding from variOlls parte and I 

understand that, t.here 'even more thaneleewhere, the el.lbsorip­

tion oampaign to "Progressio" ie infllll'swing. 


~he trip plannedt.oall tile oountries of sOl.ltheast A'i3ia 

is getting organized b7 .Fred Leone, JoeeGselland HichOlas Rie­

man. 


. Old Eu:rope isooordinatillgi ts efforts, faoing its prob­
lems. together and searohing for sollitions. 

~henks to the efforts of the .center for Ignstian ·~p.iri­
tualit7 of the Jesl.lits at Rome,and more especial17 to Fathers 
Gillliani and Gonzalez, 'with the backing of Father General Arrl.lpe, 
the Exeroises, ,considered a short time ago as out-of-date., are 
being seen now as fu.llymodern., The-guidel1nes go.verning' ~0lIIlI11.l­
naldeliberation are being worked ou.tandpubl1elled,; with Fath&r& 
Fatr.ell and Gonzalez-~arrio among others'g1ving themsdves gener~' 
0l1s17 to thiliS work. ..' , 

From the Philippines. with Father Silll~ the. revolu.tton 

which liberates, the tru.e revoll.ltion.. is making .its echos heard. 


Good news keeps ooming'fromall parts of the world. 

At the' same time, and wi thol.lt '. darkening' the pioture ,',for 

one whO knows. how to view things clearly, these graces- constitu.te 

but the necessary preconditions to go forward effectively' under 

the inspiration and the gl.lidanoe of the Lord.' . 


~he EJ!;eol.ltive Council, which meets at Rome this Janl.lary 
will have, among other tasks, that -ofpreparin.g for th~ Congress 
of 1973, and certainly marks a tl.lrDing point in ti'lis senae. Fu:r;" 
themore, the new team chosen at santo Domingo is now r~ing 
smoothly and ready to act more effectively in order to be of bet­
ter service, in conformity with the wishes and o.esires expressed 
b7 the countries present at the Oouncil assemb17 of santo DQmin- .. 
go. 

Ma7 this year be the year of . Hope :for ,all. Ma7 ·91.lr 
hearts ex~lt in the Lord. May the lowly be lifted up and become 

,greater, may the powerfllland the oppressors bepl.lt down from 
their thronee. May the starving Fakistanis--and many others-­
have a little more of the good tllings. We pra7 to the Lord. 

Roland' CALCA.~ 
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SnrOD-'11 

We are the Church, we Christians, and so of course the Third 
World Synod of :Bishops, he1dSeptember 30-Bovember6 at Rome, was 
our synod, and we were deeply in'terestedinit. Qu1tespeCial17 

1 	 is this true of our C~ities, wbose aim and whose honor it is 
to "ssrY'eOhr1st in his Cb.IU'ch". So a. few reflections .about it 
seem fitting. 

Tb.is is now the third suchs;ynod since Vatican Council :II, 
with 2-year intervals b&'tWeen. each. The regular calling of such 
synods,composed overwhelmingly of bishops elected ,by their 
peers, sbows,that Pope Pau.l VI takes seriously collegiality and 
is trying to implement it. It is the first time in the histOry 

.of the Ohurchthat the union between pope and bishops has been 
translated into a permanent and specific form. In thiS lastsy­
nOd,'tne average age of the delegates taking part was lower than 
in theories before, and for the first time the Third World was 
~t~ong17andadeqll8te17represented. The two subjects taken up, 
"the pr1:esthood'and. ~ustice, were certainl,7 ones tl:iatneeded at­
tention.· How 'successful. was the Synod in advancing the kingdom 

'tif God? That is not ea~y .to say, but let us try. . 

On the negative side, there was much dissatisfaction among 
li3a.ny bisllops with some of t.he procedures. Speeclleswere very 
repetitious, they said, and. so not e~oa8h time was left for .the 
important exchanges in' small groLlps. Some felt that. too .many 
procedural questions were decided. by appointees, not·by tile Syn­
od i tsdf. In particl.ll.ar, not all were happy that tile ptirssitl& 
of tile amendmentsJ "modi"} to be inserted in the proposals revoted 
was left too mu.ch to a small oommittee; though admittedly lack of 
time was a cllief reason for this. In the part of the Synod on 
tile priesthood, some wOllld have liked to look first at the prac­
tical problems and needs of the priests before discu.ssing tb.e 
doctrinal side.' 

Widely regarded. as illogical and Ullu.sllal was the decision 
that, even tllough all tile discussions of the Synod on tile priest­
hood and jll8t1cewere publicly and. qu.ite fu.l17 reported, its con­
clu.sions on tllese topics were not made public by tile Synod, but 
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were rem8.nded pnvate17 to the pope. While lack of time and lack 
of satisfaction with some of the conclllsions reached see.med to be 
~he main reasons for thiS, i.t was still mu.ch cOllllllented on& 

The pope bimself in his closiDg Synod address mentioned ,tb$'t 
he woQld take steps to assure that for fu.tQre synods the proce­
dQres be more expedi tiOIlS, and inviteil the bishOps to commllDicate 
to him any sllggestions they had along this lins. 

Perhaps the most frequent observation made was notconcern~ 
ing the Synod i tselt t btit about its preparation-that most of the 
national or regional bishops' conte:rencesbadnot l"eal1y in­
volved their people or their priests ver.r much in the prel1minar.v 
discu.ssions on the topics, and therefore their delesates were nOt 
well-equipped to make statements or decisions that their people 
and especially their priests wou.ld IlDderstand. Possibl1 this was 
most felt resardiDg the discu.ssiona on the priesthood. Apart 
from ten superiors~neralt ~here were onl;r some' twenty-odd 
priests who took part in the Synod, active indeed in the small 
work grollps,bllt in the categor,r only of observers at the gener­
al sessions. One priest in attendance said that at times dgjing 
the·discussions on the, priesthood he bad the feeliug of being,$ 
smallboy in a family of srOWllIlPS, all of lfhom are talkiDg in his 
presence abollt what he ought to be and to .do, bllt no . one eve,r 
asks him wbat he thinks abollt it. . 

So, l.iks all things hIlman, the Synod was not perfect, and 
can be improved. Bu.tthis should not.blind IlS to its ,many a­
chievements, very real and ver,r important. ' . ",; 

Begardingthe priesthood, it seems ciear tb$t both ,thedei:' 
egates and many Catholics generally acqllired aC.learer sra~p.of 
the great vallle of the chariem of celibacy, when freelY embraCed 
and combi7;led With an entirely eVBDgelical life. Emerging' fz,OlIl 
the discussions too was a deeper realization tbat, whether or not 
one speaks of married priests or priests eDgaged part-time in 
secu.lar activity, the priesthood is 'not merely f~tional, bllt a 
consecration and an orientation of one's whole life and beiDg_ 
Qllite possibly one of the most important benefits of the Synod 
for the priesthood will be a much cioser and more brotherly arid 
collaborative relationahip between bishOps and' priests .iAthose 
diooeses where this has been somewlu\'J; lackiDg; the need for ,su.c,h 
a relationship was stressed by many speaker". 

The .exploSive he'll. of celibaoyand its link with the Latin 
, priesthood was mlloh disoussed, and it seems good tbat a sllb~ect 

eo milch spoken of in many parts of the ChQroh was aired at the 
b.1ghest level. As to the preoise qu.estion of admittiDg. mBJ'%'1ed 
men to the priesthood, there remained at the end of the S;ynod a 
deep division &mODg the bishops as to whether such a praotioe 

.shoQld.be, forpraotical purposes, ezclu.ded completely, or on ·the 
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otb.e~' band.whetl1ertllereetiou1d'.'\)8 . eomewba t .1Il0re~0 .' ad­
mit in special ei.tuations, with a,slight17 higher nlllll'l;ler favoring 
the fomer solution. A synod is advisory, not legislative, but 
it did offer the pope a cleare,r image of the different situations 
and opinions. 

Regarding justice and peace, lIlany of the participating 'bish­
ops felt tbat lIluch was achieved. :Beyond any doubt, a great sen­
sitizing of the delegates from the 1Il0re affluent nations to Third 
World problems and outlook took place. In particular there was 
much empbasis on the world nature of the problem of poverty, and 
that it is, much affected by national policies, especially inthe 
area of trade •. ,The growing feeling in developing countries tbat 
their need is not so much for development as fpr liberation from 
the economic and cultural domination of the richer nations was 
clearly reflected at the Synod. And the truth that witPin the v. 
1'1 structures .and practices of the Church there is still . consid­
erable tbatdoee not refiect jl1stice was often spoken of•.Astl1e 
Synod wore on, the rights of women, both in civil societ1' and in 
the Ch~h,received increasing attention, aided perhaps .by tile 
presence of several women either aeobseryers or special speakers. 
There were frequent calls for a special comm1seion to explore 

. this whole area of women I s rights, and. there seellls litt1e doubt 
tbat in this field' the Synod took a SlIlall but quite important 
step. 

One question .raised a number of times both by bistiops and by 
attentive observers was .whether, in the real.1llof practical'lIlat­
ters and discip1ine (not in that of doctrine and broad policy) it 
is reallY feasible today to.arrive at decisions that will appl1' 
well to a worldwide Church, orwhetlle;- increas,ingl1 such lIlatters 
should. be lett.toilational or regional bodies. It isa thought­
ful question, one tbat deeerves reflection. 

If we look honestl1' at the Synod,there is no question that 
certain criticisms are valid,perhaps especially in the areas of 
procedure and of preparation. :Bu.t it is also clear that the 
Synod achieved much' both .for the priesthood and for justice. And' 
one might well reflect on the comment of a certain journalist, 
who summed up bis view of the Synod by saying, "Wbat other world 
institution. has its very top leaders take five full weeks out of 
their busy schedules to do nothing but reflect and ponder and 
searcb. as to how it can better promote hol.iness and justice and 
peace? " 

So let us tbank God for the achievements of our recent Syn­
od, whicharEl, lIlany and real, both for tb.e Church and for the 
world •. And as it is our vocation to answer .t.he needs of the 
world by eerving Christ in .his Church; let us work and pray--both 
--that the next synod will be even mor8-.. effective, more evangel.­
ieal, more the extension of Christ in this world. 

6 ­



lIDTABE WE PRAYING? 

l.t is time we talkedabOIl1;prayer. Not ~bollt the vallle of 
.prayer 	nor methods of prayer nor topics of prayer, bllt abollt whe­
ther we are actll.Slly·prayiIlg, we memberl3 of 'the Christian ~ife 
COlDlIlunities. 

Of. course we all. pray a little,with a word here or a couple 
of minutes there, by fitlil and starts, _ with an occaSional shared 
prayer and once in a While an hour of recollection. . BIlt are We 
Praying with the kind of prayer--habitual, profou.nd, proloIlgeli-":' 
that is needed to change ou,r p~rlitonal ,lives an!ito m.ake ()LlrCom" 
munities flo~sh? 

To probe this Q,llestion,let 'IlS first look for a mOD!ent at:tb.!l 
life of, Cb.r1st and the role of prayer in his ·life. JIiISIlS pI-aired 
just after he w,as baptized.,H~wasinthe hills prayingabollt f.our 
o'clock in the morning when the storm at sea wae threatening·the 
apostles.He prayed all night be:fore he' chose his twelve apoat:te$i 
He prayed ·for two to three hours in. Getheemane. just beforebis 

. p~ssion began•. St. Lukegives us' a glimpse or the' prayer-:-lifeJof 
Christ when he writes, "His reputation cOntinued to grow, and 'large 
crowds. would gather to hear him and: to have their sickness cured, 
bllt he. would ,alwayiil go off t.osome place .wherehe .could be' alOne 
to pray." And the prayer of Jeslls was deep, all-absorbing,so that 
his apo.stles did not feel free to inte~llpt i teasily: "Now once 
he was in a certain place prayiIlg,and when he had finished one of 
nis disciples said, I,Lord, teach IlS' to pray, just as John taught 
hili! disciples.' liThe role he attached· to prayer is shown' 1.oo'6y 
comments on it: to name a few, the parable 'of the Ptlari'aee 
and the pllblican" that of the importu.nate widow,his comments on 
praying .in secret, his comparing OLlr prayer to God to the requests 
of children to-tileirparents. 

If Jeslls needed to,pray, so do we--far more. There can be 
milch fle~ibility about sllchmattere as when we pray,where we pray, 
how we pray or. how milch we pray, bllt not abOllt whether - we pray. 
For any Cl1ristian, prayer is a necessity. F.or those committed to 
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the fu.l.lest possible liv-ingof the Christian life, -andtbat is 
what CLe is all about -- nothing sbort ofregu.lar, intimate and 
reasonably prolonged prayer will do. The GENERAL PRINCIPLES of our 
movement say this: "We recognize especially the necessity of per­
sowi.l prayer and spirttual directi.on as indispensable for seeking 
and f1nding God in all thingsll.And again, "This way of life commits 
the candidate,with the help of the group,to strtvefor a continual 
development which is spiritual,apostolic and human. In practice 
this involves••• daily practice of personal prayer,especially that 
based on Sacred Scripture ••• " (Ullderlining added in both excerpts). 
Personal prayer is, then, espeoially necessary; and wbat is meant 
is prayer every day. 

'How much daily prayer is necessary? How much time oll8ht om 
to set aside for it? Here it helps to go baok to the ·SODALITY 
COMMON RULES, the gqidelines for our movement before the General 
Principles took their plaoe in 1967. In doing so, it should'be 
stressed that the Prinoiples were not intended in any way to wea!: 
en.the Common Rules, but to give them more flexibility in line 
with the directives and spirit of Vatican COllncil II. Sodality 
Common RIlle 34 read in part as follows: "Sodal1sts shall be very 
diligent in performing those religious exercises whioh are parti£!. 
ularlynecessary for a fervent life... They shall set aside a~d 
spend at least a quarter of an hOllr in mental prayer" (underliniDg 
added). (Other prayers too arespeoified--morning prayers, Mass, 

"rosary, .examination of oonsoience at night.) It remai.ns true then 
that, generally speaking,weCLC members need to give a'tminimllDl of 
about fifteen minutes eaoh day to prayer, and that without this, 
we will usually fail to aohieve the kind. of intimate contaot witb. 
'God in prayer that will deeply mark and infllienceo.llr lives. Some 
Commllhity members .find from experienoe that they need more ~even 
half anhollr. These things are very personal, and one pers9n may 
need twenty minutes of prayer,another twenty-five,athird fifte.en, 
a fourth,long habituated to prayer and so able to find God quic]e 
ly,a few minlltes lese.That is. just why Ollr. present Principles are 
now leas speoifio on the point.But to imagine that ourCommUllities 
can be vital and deeply .Chriatian with but a couple of minutes of 
sporadic prayer here and there is an illu.si.on~ Only adequate timn 
set aside for prayer (15 minutes? 20 minutes?) and on a habitual 
basis (for prac"tical purposes, every day) will help us and Ollr 

Communities truly to grow in Christ. 

Two other things abOllt our dail;vpraye~, both' of them stated 
in Ollr Principles.Scriptllre should be its chief source,andabove 
all the life of Jeslls;for if weare to live the life of Christ we 
must know him through and throll8hteverything abo.llt him, abollt his 
ways of thinking and acting, his vallles, his way of life. And it 
ShOllld generally be 'personal, not simply grollp praye~ nor re9ited 
vocal prayer, bllt the intimate dealing of the individual person 
with God. 
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A "!fery :-practical qu.estion arises: now can .ordinary lay peopJe 
find the time to give even a qu&r.ter of an hour topersona1 mental 


· prayer eacb.day?'The difficulty is very 'real, but one :should not .! 

xaggerate itt. It.is above all a question of what prioritie's we 

,set in our Uvea. The things we really jlidgeare important we do 

i'1nd time for. Some priests and religioUS are every .bi t &s'bllsy 

as any lay person, and face the same temptation to conClllde that 


· they have no time for daily prayer; and, let IlS" be honest, some
of them yield to. the temptation. F~r a married person,'certainly. 
'there is always need to work olitthe time problem w1-th one's 
Partner"blit if one assigns it high enoUgh priority, this 	can 1>ro~ 
ably be achieved. This show.e too why it is so desirable 	that not 
just one spollse bllt both be members of a CommllDity. Admittedly, 

· the. Froblem is more acute where there af'e YOllng children in the 
b..ome.,., :Bllt even ,hen, decidi'iIg mlltuaily on priorities is 	half the 
'battle: pienty of YOllng married'meu, if their work 're'quirelJ it, 
spend at nome' far more than fi.ftee~ minll'tes clos.eted withbtisi~i=HJS 

"papers or 're~9rts that. tbey. ¥lllst;peruse or 'pre~re., 

, .' Because ,there. a~ always a . ht:indred other thin&s ,to dol' .and 
'I;lecallse most of ilsd<) not find pral'er' 'easy or· pl.easurable,we look 
for rational1zati91;ls. The'most frequent one heard ie, "ii1Y''''~rkis 
my prayer"--and so, ofcot:irse, there ios 'no need 'for meta -devote 
anyspecif1c time to prayer. It oan be trlle that "labora're est 
orare" (to work is to pray), bllt only if the motivation behind 
the work is 100% perfeot" if,the aotivity is totally selfless, 
entirely God-' and other-directed-. Sin-ce that is rarely true, 'all 
of us need at times to return to our Source, to immerse oarselves 
1n God, the only perfeot milieu. More than that, if we, honestly 
~ove God, we will want Bometimes to be alone with Him. Just as, 
tne Wife who oomplains that' her hll~band 1s always at work at the 
offioe,and never home is never really satisfied with his reply 
that, after all, he'e doing it all for her; her intuition tells 
her that if you really love someone, you find ways to. be with tl1at 
person. 

Let me make very clear that I do not write from an ivory to~ 
er. I have all the' same problems in'prayer' th!!i,t others do. I too 
do not find it, easy t 'tnougb I do' find that, 6ver the years, it has 
brought me much 116ht and strength and. peaoe. ,.'1 too ali: not qllite 
as regular in my prayer as I should be, nor do I pray quite as 
milch as Iougnt. EUt I know too--I have learned from experience-­
that I Simply have to pray, and- pray datiy, and keep trying to 
pray well, or else I find that I do not think and choose and live 
as a Ctlristian should. And I do keep 'trying always to pray be,! 
tar. 

This article is directed to all Comm~ity members. But 	one 
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obvious conclusion from i·t is tbat, ifpra"eris reall" tl2&t im­

portant, then initiati,oninto pra"er sh.ould be a ke" part of an,. 

oommwiit,,·s candidate program. You note I Ilse the word, "initia­

tion." Reading abollt prayer, reading the General Principles con­

cerning prayer, discussingpra"er--all this is good. :But above. 

all.the I).eedis for actually initiating candidates into the :prac­

tice of daily mental prayer of at, least a quarter'of an hour.Once 

the l?~ctice baa ,been begun,a full week's experit;nce'of the Spir­

i tu.a:l Exercises is the best wa" to build the practice into solid 

babit.. The Exercises are often called a "school of prayer", and 


. there is no questiontbat an ann\l8l replu.nging for a ,full week i~ 


tOe. an Exerci,ses retreat deepens our com:mi tment(and so, tbat of 

our Qommuni ties}, in many ways, .bl1-t quite -striki~l" in its renew­

of ourprayer'life. 

This article was written, by the wa", at the prodding of the 
lay editor of. PROGRESSIO,wllo five or sixt1mes remarked, "We bave 
tobave a sel"ies of article~ .on l?rayer, approachi1l8 it from. dif­
ferent points ,of view" • 80 this article is a first , and we 'hope 
there '!I'ill be others, by di~:fferent people. Perhaps on 011r attitLldes 
in prayer, or on h.owto get at the heart, of the, gospel meaaage,or 
(In the liaison betWeeri prayer and our work-a-day life,or eXamples 
oi'a,ctual mental preyers.We invite your comments on th1s article w 

'and, your suggestions and contributions for futu.re article.s. 

By Nichol.e.s Rieman, S'.J. 

PROGRESS I 0 

wishes for all its readers tbat 

the' BIRTH' OF THE LORD will bring 

them enduring Jo" and Peace. 
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SOLIDARITY WELL-INl'ORMED, ACTIVE 

Last September we plibl1shed excerpts of letters from' 
India abo~t the situation of the Bengali ref~ees. 
The article below, Written·by a gro~p of high school 

. st~dents, tells simply of the actions. and reflec­
tions s~gested to the~ by this situation. This 
witness has a do~ble val~e: that of raising q~es­
tions for ~s, . that o~ opening the col~s of Pro­
gressio to the initiatives, and the aspirations of 
the yo~'. 	 _ (Editor' s Note) 

At Amiens a gro~p made ~p of st~dents.and of several teach­
ers got together. at the end of the year to inform themselves ·on 
the ,di~ferent problems which the world poses for a st~dent of 
the Premiere o~ of Terminal (l) and above all that of the imbal­
ance between poor co~tries and rich coUntries. 

Following this get-together, a gro~p of the yo~th decided to 
t~ its effort toward Pakistan. The gro~p, composed of abo~t 
fifteen boys, reflected for'a week, then decided on the motives 
and th,e direction of its c.ction. The gro~p wanted this action 
to take two main forms: first, as effective help as possible, 
given the means at their disposal;. second--and this to take place 
after the first action--acq~ainting tbe school, the other schools 
of the city and, with the help of the Third World Committee, even 
the town itself with the problem. . '. 

So meetings began to be held according to the need and tbe 
possibilities.' First there was the organizing of the rice-bowl 
project at the school cafeteria•.(2) This involved contacting all 
the classes--tea'chers and class officers-and reached abo~t 500 
persons. The organi~ation of the bowl-of-rice project first of 
all helped ~s become aware of the problems involved' in adminis­
tering a school (this might seem secondary, b~t it showed o~ de­
sire to ,understand and to avoid ready-made sol~tions). It also 

(l) 	Last .classes of secondar.y school before entering university. 

(2) 	In place of the usual lunch, the cafeteria management made 
available an alternate l~nch consisting of simply a bowl of 
rice, usual meal of refugees and many others; students were 
encouraged to choose the bowl of rice, and to donate the mon­
ey thua saved. 
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,ma,de,ttle~',jort t;r Otthe~stu.d~ri~B,aw&:reO:f'~tle"retkfle pr6blem. ,', 
, ,l!';i.nalli, and tl1is:fe' notne:g11gible,it fillowfld o.s'tocollectthe 

swn of 1500 Francs"C3J • whichwae Sflil"tto Paldstan:tbrous:tiSe-. 
coara Catholiqlie. , "Ttri.s firstac:tion I!ti.mU.lt:ite~ 
boys iit several claesee to organiZe in turn other 
the benefit ,of the :refu.geee ellcl1 as car-washing, window-washing, 
l1air-clltting•••• 

!rhen a letter was drawn IIp and sent to liralraux 

grou.p assared Mr. liralrau.x of tl1eir accord and in ttle measare 

sible of'tlleir support. 


Ai't'er this, a 'flier was· ,p:re.pared ,and 250 copiesrUl'l off and 
;put,l:l1 t!:iedifferentscnoole Qf,tl1ecity wi tl1 tl1e 
ulatingstm:11ar actionein these institu.tions. 

',Meanwhile, the group .madeefforte, to inform as 
lemtne1:r <llillieu---in theechooland iIi tl1ecitY--and did tMs in 

, two, wayswhiol1 to the grollp seemed eseential.l'l1e first way was' 
by aotingafi leaders in meetings wl1ich 'we:re studying tl1e probl.em 
l3imultatleolJ,slYfrom. diffe:rent al3pects-~eoci.al,historicai,pol1t­

).~cal;, ,g~ggi-aphi(l-:-:eo.'e..s to 'I1avea eomewl1at clea:rer '. new of .the 
,problem~ Tile. seco'fl,d way~ w","s to organi~e one .or s9!e.ral talks by 
persons retu.rning from Pakistan, so as to bave direottestimoll7 

'ab6ut wl1at' is bappening tnere. 

......• . . Hbecame .. clea;rtollsratber .. quiakl.ytl1at wbat .' seemed to 
"be.~o:great problein in the meeting became mor.E! complica.ted 
~ if Pam.e :toj.mplemen~£ng:i,t. l't#e slowed things ddmi' a 
"f~r a momettt gave, tne impression 'th&tthe :actiVity . '. b.a.d 
'F~~ 1ioprepare :the Iil~etings ~~pposed . s'ome ' research' 
dpcllments were. trlls1'Rorthy anda etudyof 8UCl1 


. this wi thollt ' n!9g1ectingoI1rS9holasticwork~ So we 

'.. study of sQurces first of all, in ,the' daily newspapers. 

• nately, whiie these articles w~re'usefulfor elem~ntary iiu'orma­

tion, they quickly showed themselVes to b,e vert incomplete for an 
,etf?rt,just a ,little .deep~r. . As f.or. s.rticlesindepth 
spec1alizedperiodicaJ.s; We .l1ad to c'ompare tl1eseand' to' 
tb.elli;,draw~ng pno,W:- 'very. e.lementaryand sometimesnon.:..existent, 

'"knowle(!€lij' oftha' histoq 'and' geography:' involved. 

-',Som,- mig'ht-'1le' s~r,i-i;te'd_ at'- ':t~e place given by 
becominginfor.!ll.ed' i tsel:t. '. As 'f'or,ue, we tl1ink: we 
P:tac, ttia1; . it normal.l.y'ougbtto occupy in any sertou,s aativity. 
In' fact, i tbecame evident to 'us tl1at if saving men needed 
gently to .bedone,the manner of saving them needed by all. means 

, to be retl10u&ht. At tl1e' time' of the geno~:i.de tl1at took place in 
l3iafra,weall ~oW:tl1e .m&thod by which· public opinion wasgradll ­
all;y:.senaitized to. tl1e problem,a.method; whicl1proved quite £11'­
f.eoti ve ;for a .mass1.ve and rapiji, j:aelpin mon,e;y: and 8upplies, but 

(3) About $274.00. 
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whioh, separated l'rom.. allpoiitical and sooial aotioJ;1~ was only 
a flash in· the, pan. Who still thinks of now and gives ,acthe, 
help to those infants l3aVedfrom death and. sllpported for a moment 
tha.nks to, ,the· milk of Europe, and who, the moment of crisis ha...... 
ing passed, find themselves again in themiser,y of the developing 
cOllntries? Public opinion, shocked for an instant by the terri ­
fying pictllres transmitted by teleVision, has closed its eyes and 
its heart with a sigh of relief. 

We are Ilneasy too with the methods.stemming from coloniza­
tion a.nd which seem to IlS out of date. They consist in sending 
to the developing cOllntries thesllrplllses of the rich cOllntries 
without promoting to the fullest possible degree the awakening of 
these countries to. tp,eir own responsibilities and riches so that 
they may no longer need Ollr aid. 

On this sllbject, ~rgarita Moyano demanded of us:"Are you 
ready? Are you ready to give up the privileges of rich peoples? 
Are you ready from the economic point of View, for example, to 
pEi.y taxes, to pay more in order to allow greater international 
justice? . That calls for a very great effort at awarenesl3. Are 
you ready to accept that there is more than one development~-the 
EIlropean variety, which must' at all costs be ,imposed or exported 
elsewhere? Are you convinced that each people, must find its om. 
original path to freedom? Are you ready to become poor? Poor in 
the sense of someone who has need of another, who 'knows that he 
must receive something from another, who feels defenceless? ~ 
you ready t9 make yollr oonversion, to effect that revol~tlon of 
yOIlr mentality which will allow IlS to make Ollr revollltions at 
home? Otherwise, international solidarity is just philanthropy." 

There in a few words is where Ollr grOIlP now finds itself- ­
wi th these dema.n.de--this hope, this folly too. , 

If some of the groups which have this same Ilneasiness would 
like to make contact with us, they are we160me to write to us. 
We have no label. We are not at all interested in starting a 
new movement. We only want to share on as deep a level as pos­
sib,le with other young people who believe that there is still. 
something to be' done if justice and brotherhood are to advance. 

--A Group of Young People 
Coil~ge La ProVidence 

80 Amiens, (France) 

We share the grief'and the hope of the National,Federation Cif It ­
aly, tri'ed by the death of l'farco Di Liberto, its president. We 
assure them of Ollr prayers and ollr fraternal sympathy. 
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I.a.:ttsgetacquainted••• 

TliE OHlUSTIABLDE OOMMt1lttTIES IBTBE SPAIli OF TODAY 

Tile Obriqtian LU'e OQlllllll.Uli tieq in the Spain of toda;y bave 
tried to adapt tllemsel.veq compl.etel.;y to tile renewal. lniiiated 
first of al.l. b;y ":Bh Saecl1l.ari" and l.ater b;y tile dy1iamiSll1 of the 
OOl.UlcU, qO well lilxP,ressed in tile Gene:ral.. Principl.es tbatwe now 
Illllve. 

Tllis task ot renovation bas not been eas;y in a country as 
tradi ti<mal. as Ol1re, wllere necessari1;y and even wi til the best'ot 
will,ruistance and apprellension couJ.d not be l.acking. 'Littl.e 
by littl.e tile natl1ral tensions of tile wllol.e. process of renewal. 
.bave :J,.arge1iY PBesl\!d,and.we can nowsaiY tbat .serenity is begin-­
l.ling, to be feU,' in, the meas1U'8 tbat tile vi tal.i~y of the World 
~ed!ilrationa:n.4 its wise action in all. ftel.ds is beginning to be 
e~periIHlced. Towardtllis end tne ,review "Progressio" is accOlll"" 
i+isllingenormo,l1s good. ., " 
',0"" 

" ,.,Ql1r 014' MarianOongregations are being tranatormed trom 
IlUgeorganizationsinto small cOlDml1nities, ml1cll morl\! dynamic and 
insl\!rted into tile social.,reality in whicn tlley ml1st be illcarna­
ted." Their nl1mber bas 'decrease,d in a spectacuJ.ar way, jl1stas 
has happened to tile, entire organized apostolateand especially to 
Cat.holic Action, IiIob,Ove all since its tamol1s crisis-.;..still not reo. 
solved"":"":wnicll bas had sl1C:naninfll1ence on ouXmovement. 

Tne Oommu.nities of today are grql1ps, bllt ql1itesmal.l, and 
grol1ped togetner organizational.ly in a !p-l1cn more specialized way 
(I1niversi tystl1dentq, workingmen, cl.erl:cs', ;YOl1ng people, cOl1pl.es), 
altb.ougll neterogeneol1s OOIllinl.Ulities . are beginning to appear. lil 
of tllem bave been grol1ped together in the national tedera­
tion, the official organism ot tne Spanish Ohl1rch. Itgroups 
togetller and coordinates the· different federations, which are the 
toUowing: Federation of Married 00I112l.es (FEOMA); Federation of 
University Stl1dents(FEOUM); Federation ot Workingmen (Vangl1ardias 
Obreras); Marianist Federation (OEMI); Federation of Intermediate 
Independents (OIX);Federationof.Yo,l1thj ~ndFederation ot AduJ.t 
Women. In aU seventederetions are'integrated into the Oonted­
eration, atthe,side.ot. wbich futl.cti6ns~ as.a service organ, the 
National. Secretariat.. . 
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'''chfederation' basits', own" go'vel~ng I3trll,~tilrEl--.:re"rireSl!lni~ea 

. on 'the Batio~l~am, wbichi:8 tb.$. ooprdinatintibody:,--its 
plan offormation,nat10nal. 8ssembl.y and news bl1lletin. 

The ordinary meetings of the groups usual.lyconsist of' study 
and formation, always ending in a community Eucllarist~ The sev­
eral groups which form a Community normally meet montbJ.y. and 
there is much insistence on theological formation and also pn the 
experience of, an authentic :"community of faith". The principal 
apostolate is the apostol.ate tO,onels own environment and tile 
infusion with the gospel spirit of.. structllresat every level. 
This does not mean to say tbat there do not exist apostolic works 
of importance l.ed by our Communities. Some. of these are, for ex­
ample, inst'itutes for theol.ogical formation(mainly for university 
students), promotion of social works (-centers of instruction for 
middle-level and' professional peopl.e.), 'construction of housiDB 
for. the ordinary people, and coll.aboration with "Caritas Nacio... 
rial." in the relief work of the Spanish ChUrch. But apostolic 
priority ,is given to the transformation of structllreS, attemptiDB 
to make them more just, more human and above all' more Christian, 
more in conformity with the teaching of the Gospel. 

As one kind of federation we can present tbat of the "Van­
guardias Obreras"" which gr,ol1ps together the Communities ' estab­
lished especially for workers,' as its name indicates. Its cea­
tersare ,scattered over practicall.y the whole geograpby of thJ1:l 
country, and one of the big probleml!iltbat it bas at' present-:"'just 
as does the movement of university .students--is the lack of as­
sistants whogive themselves exclusivelY to this work. The Fed­
eration of the .Vanguardia is at present busying itself in a spec­
ial way with the solid formation 'in the faithof its milttants, 
and for this purpose the National Team is now traveling·through­
out almost the whole peninsula arrangtng cursillos of theological 
formation,well-planned and whose results are mostencouraging~ 
The Vangwardias bave concerned themselves not only with maintain­
ing centera in Spain itself', butbave also established groups a­
mong the Spanish emigrant workere in France, :Belgium and England. 

The university movement (FECUM) follows the direction traced 
by the workers" movement and also etresses the theological and 
religious formation in depth' of its members'. Just now it is pre­
paring for its next national. assembl.y, Which is to take place in 
Granada, on.a theme as suggestive and profound as "An Anal.ysis of 
the Christian Message Regarding Poverty". 

Another kind of federation is tbat of the married couples', 
formed of' Communities of married p_eople" as its name states. 
Practically all the former adul.t Communities bave l1ttleby lit­
tle been cbanged into mixed groups of men and women. ~hey meet 
in small groups and the themes for formation and study are sup. 
plied by a bulletin (FECMA) which offers plenty of' material both 
for suggested reading and for action. These CommQnities prepare 
'fQrmation courses for marriage and some of them carry out a won­
derful effor~ of assi8~ance a~ all levelse Very close17 uni~ed 

" 
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wi"b. them is an extreme1.7 activa. secretariat for widows, 
carries on a most 'interesting apostoli~effort inliaiaon with 
similar other organiZations at the world level. 

Tbeother federations follow a similar line. That of the 
Marianists (CEMI), --formed chiefly of the alumni of their 
achoola,-""jliat finished its national convention, at the same time 
as the independents(CIX). The CEMI has an amazing Governing Body 
of'the Apostolate, charged withg~iding all the apostolic work of 
the fed:eration. ' 

. The Federation of'Yo~th is in. a period of restr~ct~ring. It 
has contact with many gro~ps from high schools ,and similar insti­
t~tibns and· tries strongly to'~ yo~ths in s~ch a way that a 
little later on they can form part, ofo~ Communitiej;l, and give 
themselves to the Communities with a real Christian commitment. 
We consider the work of 'f·ormation among these young people very 
important, since from them m~st come o~ f~ture corps. of members. 

. It'is 'difficult in times 11ke these to give a more complete 
pict~re. In moments of crisis s~ch a9 the present one, the task 
o'f o,ur Comm~nitiesis dif:f'ic~lt.J3ecause of that, we consider 
it very important that the Assistants be well-formed and under­
stand 'Otlr' spirit. In this regard a short co~se of formation for 
Assiatantswas held which was very interesting and which we 'hope 
to'repeat in the futiu-e. The .National Assistant, :Father Mielgo y 

is: assisted by a team of seven asaistantswho meet'periodically 
to study on the national. plane their priestly and. apostolic work 
'and who throU8ho~t this entil'e year are reflecting from a prieat­
(Lyatandpointon the' theme, "Christian Faith and Commitment in 
Our'Communities". 

Certainly the change from o~r former Congregations has been 
profound,while keeping as abase. the General Principles. T'here 
remains still m~ch to be done, b~t we have faith. We believe 
that, inspite of the difficUlties of o~ time, the Christian 
Life Communities, if they live the General Principlea~ can be a 
factor, valid in the higb.est degree,for the evangelization of 
the world of today. 

Madrid, December, 1971 
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"BOROS" ~£ ~be MOnth 

AliGElf!INA t Sureneea o£ Direction 

!he Argentina Confederation met September 5,1971, and,a£­
ter ~st:imlll.ting talJl: by ,the national assiatant, broke up 
into £ive groups o£ eight, persons each. which ·'"worked all 
morning in intense work and lively discussion" hammering out 
their anSWers to 14 very searching questions about their re­
lation as CLe members to God. to ~he world. to men. Some o£ 
their conclusions as to what CLe means £or them: 

, , Ide n tit, y. - '"Our CLC movement is a coIllDll1l'iity o£ £aith. 
hope e.nd love, inspired by the Spiritual Exercises o£ St. 
Ignatius and inserted ,into the world at the service o£man, 
with Christ, and in theOhurch." " 

De v e 1,0 pm e nt. -"As a commwnity o£ men in the world 
it must be 'a fllndamentalforce £or human promot'ionand 4e.., 
velopment' • The presence of the commwnityin the' world must 
help give ita direction that '111111 ,allow all their:tU:+l de­
velopment and the enjoyment o£ ~iberty." 

Lib era t,i, 0 n. - "The members of the commwnity'must come 
to develop themselves ae'human persons. The;y must 'pass from 
'conditions less human to conditions more human', liberating 
themvelves from all that oppresses and enSlaves,' , whether 
this be lack o£ ,material things, oPFessive structures, or 
the' mutilations of egoia." " 

Ell c h a ri st. - "Withollt the Ellcharist the community will 
never £0211' orystallize. ft 

U n i v e r sa!. - "By its link with the bishops and by its 
insertion into the joint 'pastoral e~ort which ogghtto be 
the work of the whole commwnity. it breaks Ollt o£ its iso­
lation and opens i tseH IIp to a parttclllar Church,and. by 
means of this, to the Chllrch Universal." 

Mar y. - "We regard as necessary a personal a~dmaturelove 
o£ Mary, ••• the universal model by the way ·in which sheac­
cepted God's plan over her, received Christ and radiated 
Christ with her £aith." 

F or mat ion. - "We believe that for our integral growth 
the £ormation of the members of our COlDl'!iUnity is'indispen­
sable." 

D is c ern men t. - "It is not, desirable 'tbat the action 
o£ the community be ~£ only one kind, but rather multiple. 
in conformity wi th the chariae of each one, bllt always in a 
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cl.i:mate ·of" :ac6ord":w1'~h" .-the:~~isne;of .1;h; . 
tues l • ~he means acb.1!!vethis.ie.1,lldiv1dllalaild cOmmu­
nity discel'lUllent ..". " .. 

:Bum be r s .... ".6: emallernumberof mem."bere i,sa condition 
for the rise of an auttlentio COllll'l1unit7, but ill no wat a de­
termin1ng cause." 

Com mit m en t. - "It is neoessary that our communit,ies 
, 	 be made up of Christians who are deeply and totally cOllll'l1i t ­

ted to ttle gospel way of living, who take seriously the Gen­
eral Pr1nc1ples and the style of life that "they demand: 
•Love' one another as" I have 10vec1 you. I" 
President Jose Test~and Vioe-president Au.rora Varela of the 
Argentina Confederation .sent us the aCcount of their meet­
ing, from wh1ch- we .have excerpted the conclusions above. We 
think it says a great deal about what CLC really l}1eane. ' 

CEYLON: Shared ~sponsib111ty 

A. few items, from the annual report and the. bulletins of the 
Nationa1CLCFederation of Ceylon. 'Tru.ly a team approach: 

Aug. 25....2g,1971; Th~first Leadership Camp "Organized by . the 
national federation was held at MIltwal,conducted in the Sin­
halese language,and drew 27 members from i3 cLb units. Spea­
kers included 3 laymen, 1 laywoman," a· priest and ·"abrother. 
With tbat kind of tee,mwork by theieadin~s,.it is hardly sur­
priBing that theetrong c()mmunity spirit struck the partici ­
pantemosi. As one. eaid, j'EVeryone participated like a group 
of united brothers and sisters in one family." 

Agg. 28. 1971:CLC mell!b~rs from different groups cleared the 
ground foz:CA:RPBO~ a Carpentry Center begun in commemoration 
of the P!)pe~svieitto sri lanka. The Begina Mundi CLC is 
to build it,With.collabor~tion of the entire national fed­
eration. As soon as the first part ·of the bl1i1ding:is fin~. 
ished, it shol11dbereadytotra1n20young men at a time. 

Oct. 	29. 1971: Discussions were held with.s member of the 4rch­
bishop I s staff by Fr. Patrick Perera ~' Miss Donita Syesinghe 

. and Joe .RIi~l3ingb.e r~garding work: among the' fishermen. 
Nov. 7. 1911:18y ofreco11ectlPll was tle1d at Negombo. given 

jointlyby.Fr. PatriClk and Joe Banasinghe. 

EPROPE : A Team. Effort 

The El.U'Opean CLCTeam(Eq.111pe) basbe'en. at work ·for t1Ifoyears. 
Its efforts werelallnchedby the deliberation of Cbant1lly, 
which gave it its. broad gl11delines, and .confirmed by the meet­
1ng of Manresa, whic.h sp!'lcified the apoEJtoliodirection of the 
CLes. In its recent. October meeting~ it.was able to establish 
three task forces, charged With bringing their contribUtion to 
the general objeot:!.ves. whiCh are those of aiding as many per­
sons as possible to live a more apostolic life in the spirit 
of 	the EXercises". !b.ree workgrol1ps(each Consisting of 

-	 18 

http:jointlyby.Fr
http:theieadin~s,.it


,about, 6' peraonsfr01lt different 'countries) bave 'alread7 DegUD 
work: 
- a Mixed Commiesio!(lay-people and priests), a research group 

takins; i tapoint of departure from tl1eneede of man today- in 
,hieqlleet for 'God, an,d seeking to find means capable of sat­
isf)ing those needs. 

- An Exercises Grqun which, starting from the experience of 
CLOSt is'stud7iDg the best means to further,at the European 
level, the spread of the true Spiritual Exercises. fhis 
proposal of effective meaDS will be submitted to the delib­
erationofthe national' leaders ,of,the different,CLe federa­
tions in August, 1972. 

- a Development Commission whose task ieto promote the imple­
mentation of the results of Man.resa; which enVisioned a 
real. simplicit1 in the sty-le of life of each person . and of 
each: Community-, pointed towards a' sol1dar11iy---actually- lived 
out--with the less fortliliate, as well as a search forwbat 
the specific contribution oftha OLes should be· in the field 
of develoPment. , 

'~he convergence and, coordination of these efforts should ae­
sure our CommUnities a profound inspiration, issuing, by- the 
means of ,a communal discernment, in effective service. 

INDIA: Newsofa Resional'Federation 

Kerala : ~he promoters from, eight dioceses ,in the sou,thwest of 
India decided to establ1sll,a regional center to . assure the 
cOmmunication ,arid coordination between the eight uiocesan fed- ' 
erations. This center, situated next to the editorial offices 
of the review "f6a:ryrt~ayam" (monthly- of the diocesanfedera­
tions, of Kerala), seems to correspond, in a feasible and ef­
fectiveway, to the needs of tbe ' region. 'In'their meeting, 
the promoters underlined the two fundamental' bases of th, 
movement: a life of intense pray-er, and an" apostolic. life 
geared to the cba1.1enges of our times' and tolocaineeds. 

:BELGIUM(l'lemisll)' : Pointed Effort Towards Use of the E:z:erQises 

All Saints,'t71 : Retreat given by l"atlie r Penning de 'Vrl:es to' . 
. 43 adults. Aretrsat of '5 dais and one ot8 day-s are p;Lanned
for 1972. ,. 

Christmas, '71 : Two retreats for universityatudents : 

--at Orval for 23 persons 

--at Westmalle for 10. 

Mardi Gras. '72: A retreat at Loppe.m. for 30 peop1e • 
. 
The annual weekend 'for 

' 

y-outh which will take place Januart 29­
30, 1972, is being actively- prepared. Abo"t 300 y-oung people 
are expected. ~heme of theday-s : "To Live Christ". 

JAPJ.l'{ :, Expansion and Deepening 

Ann 11 a 1 Con v e n t ion. .., IIW." bad our annual meeting 
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here: for 3 full da~s" 98 people from all over Japan•. the 
them.e was: ':rolive:·with God and nth men'. It was sllbdi­
vided into seven subthemes, according to the timEltable. The 
meeting had many extremel~ good points. One was that the 
~irstday was not too sllccessfq1, so we felt that something 
had to be done; we decided to pray for its spiritwal SIlC­

cess••• so we did. And we, were so happy to see that the good . 
Lord heard our prayers milch more than we expected. For maDf 
people it was a great grace; and the last Mass hadpeople 

'singing of Joy, crying, etc •••• " 

C om i n g Act i v i t y. - "Now. we are readjusti~ our 
groups and our National Oot;mcil. We have our. schedule now: 
two days of retreat for yOllllg cOllples, from which we expect 
to have the fOlltldations of our married CLC. ' 

On Novem.ber 23-24 we have a Seminar for Pri.f:ilsts and Re­
ligious, for those -actually directing or reallY interested 
in having OLe grollps. And then on December 11-12 the semi­
annual meeting for leaders of groups. Again for Immaculate 
Conception Day we intend to have as usual the meeting for 
the groups of Tokyo, where those who are to make the conse­
cration do so, and all the others renew it at a Mass, 1'01­
lowf:ild by a gathering•••• 11 . 

At the S er' vice of the If at. ton· III 11' e d­
e'r III t i o. n." "Part of our activit~ is..devoted to giving 
tb.e 'Lay Apostolate Seminars' which have become the best 
'known outside activity of our Pederat.ionhere. Ttle same 

, method should work with non-Cb.ristians as well. We start­
ed dOing it. Then we wrote the pamphlet 'New Approach to 
Apostolate' and we started giving 'such seminars, training 
sisters and other catholics for suchan approach. Now we 
have given sucb. seminars in the four main islands of Japan." 

Pre sen t Con C iii r n e. _UNow we feel that after one 
year of expansion, we should aim again at depth in our move­

, ment andinsiat' on the essentials.~ ,This1ewhy we are now 
preparing the meetiil&8 with the a~8istante, leaders, ete••• " 

20 ­


