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EDITORIAL -

: This issue -~-the first of a series devoted to a single
topic-- deals entirely with Latin America. Our readers might with
justice think this an ambitious project, unless we limit its hori
zons, and also, at the very start, state precisely what its aim
and its content will be.

Last May, PROGRESSIO gave a brief sketch of the trip un
dertaken by Roland CALCAT and Father PAULUSSEN to Latin America.
During an entire month, they made contact with the Federations and
the Christian Life Communities of twelve countries of that conti-
nent. Our readers recall that the trip had as its goal to let us
know the true situation in Latin America following the Santo Domin -
go meeting. It aimed as well at tightening the bonds between the
World Federation and all its members, for by the challenge of the
- last Assembly the Federation was made more aware of the need for
this if it is to prov1de more effectlve service.

The trip was, for those who made it, a revelation, let
us not hesitate to say it. All through these thirty. days of wel-

- comes,of meetings,of gatherings, was traced the profile of a more

than ordlnary apostolic action forged by.the CLCs (Marian Congre-

. gations) of Latin America. The warm and friendly attitude every-
where allowed to surface in complete frankness the activities being
achieved and the difficulties encountered the problems of forma-
tion as well as the very concrete expectations in different coun-
trles,i And, if there was need to strengthen the ties between the
different Communities, the present contacts and the projects al
ready in progress were proof of how strong are - the bonds already
existing. . : ]

This issue follows the path of the journey,its step-by-
stép itinerary. At every step, it presents the facts. They speak
for themselves. There is no need to comment on them. They sketch
for us an image admittedly incomplete, for the living reality of
a community cannot be translated in a few lines. But still, these ~
flashes tell us much of the work undertaken, 1of_thékquestipns_it,,g
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raises, of the renewal that is taklng place Above a.ll they speak
to us of the indefatigable zeal of -communities truly involved in
the changes taking place in their countries. One will not be sur-
prised that this issue ends with z meditation onOur Lady, marking
in this way the deep attaehmem; to M&x}y that is a specifisc note
of our Communities., - - . '

In the face of these fac’os,and o sustain the prodiglous
effort mvolved a close cooperation between the . -Federations is
much desired by them. It is #iris whieh will support the steps-to
be taken to dewvelop or to reinforce the neefded means of formgtion
which are everywhere reco@;zeﬁ ami vﬁa.nted by our-: uatm~Amarwan
-communitiess :

~ & more intensive format;mn of the leaders of CLC in the school
of-the Spiritual Exercises of 8%. Ignatius,
beginning end developing “the use of communel dellberatlon»as the
means par excellence to -make possiBle the growth of the wmun;ty
in an-attentive disponibility o the Bpirit, ~
“eoordinating and supporting mutugl- ‘eomni tments, §<} “that % ,
‘respond.evermore ‘fully to -the reguirements. for the developmentof
tvl've wiaole mém anﬁ of ali meg,ln he ‘pe spectlves tracea ¥n "1 B .

eourg of the manth of March.v I&ay e couzit on completa.ng for our
regders in the .rear future “this first account ? - The" prospectof
coritact before Tong with the. othar mnn’cr:\as stirs us to ma&:esuch
a promse. . : .

‘ Whatever mag' be the m}aerfectmns ‘and the ‘Zaps. nf “Bm.:s
]J.ssue, At offp,rs, we “think, & panorvamic view of a ‘group of Commu-
- nities at work. But, more than that, the-witness that »emergers i‘rom
At cennot fail to cause the reader - --vmember of a Community-- :to
question- hlmsglf Bbout the qudlity of his pe“rsonal adhesion to-the
Christian Life- Communities. Is not such’ mvalry one ‘of the best
services that we can render?  For ‘their specific cog;rlbwtlan 1o
“the common patrimony, we canmot thank emugh our frisnds of Lat:.n .
Amerlc:e.‘

José GSELL
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| MEXICO :

Groups Nost Active and With Closest Ties

-March ‘1=4

. The evening of March 1, 'Roland CALCAT and Fr. PAULUSSEN set
foot on Mexican soil.There, waiting for them at the airport, is a
delegation from the Natiomnal Pederation, zlong with many friends.
Among them--Antonio SANTACRUZ, former president of the World Ped-
eration, founder and moving spirit in many apostolic ‘achievements
in Mexico. From their arrival till the moment they leave on March
4, they sre the objectof the most cordisl and brotherly affection,
of which there are many proofs. Itis the prelude to the same warm
_reception in all the other countries.. :

It is obvious that the aim of the. journey was not _just to vig
it the groups and their achlevements.What could one see in two or
“three days? Still ‘our Mexican friends were  intent on exhlbltlng
some of their centers of act1v1ty in the capltal. From the after~
‘noon of March 2, our two visitors could recognize that the aposto
late of the 1a1ty,‘,developed above all at the time of the Calles
‘persecution, still continued. If Fr,Paulussen knew already of the
‘work of the Mexican Sodslities, Roland Calcat wag, on his part,
particularly impressed by his visits to the schools, the eclinic,
the dispensaries, the centers ¢f technical training for workers,.
all with lay members of our COmmunltlesa=the core of their inspi
ration and leadership. "A itrue work of development in the sensof
VThe Development of Peoples, 1ook1ng to the 1ntegral formatlon of
each’ man."

In the evening takes place the first encounter with the leagd
ers of the groups. A very mixed gathering: adults and youth, work
ers and owners, men and women, but all of them really 1nterestea

. and committed. A very friendly meetlng of welcome and of getting

. to know each other. There is a general exchange, in the course of
which Ignacio ORENDAIN, Fr. VALLE, delegate. of Pr. Provinecial who

.- was away, Fr. aLTAMIRANG, ecclesiastical assistant of the National

- Pederation, Roland CALCAT and Fr.PAULUSSEN all speak. Afterwards,
a reception would give plenty of opportunity for personal contacts-
with the young and the ddults.

On March 3, a similar program groups the members of a Sodality
of women around a Bucharistic celebration. These women are espe~
cially active in a great number of activities directed to both hu
man and religious growih. The next visit gives an. opportunity to
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.men: a retreat hcuse(lGSOz@treatsofB days®’ length in the course
of the last 6 years;the workers come.in the evening when they leave
the factory and leave the following morning), schools, centers of
technical training for the young workers. During a second meeting
‘with the leaders, the discussion’ concentrates on the General Prin
’~01ples, the Splrltual Exerc1ses, the y "g the larger grouplngs.
~Ag on the nlght before, i ) by & per'od of znformal

’exbhanges which s*extremely fru1%fu1 A ‘final m'“ting would leave,
rocm for dialogue on the ‘

- a splrlt open to accept any new ideas capable of

: But before leav1ng Mex_co “ilet: us°allow to speak far them-
sélves 'some figures which 1llustrate‘thls f“energetlc snirlt“ 'of
the Méxican groups. - “We give here: cnly gome, o them, omlttlng the
work-of many “othér séctions’ 1nvalved Wlth charxty,_ the m15$1ons,

e

the seminaries....

\t;Nﬂmbeéé‘af:Sodéiifies.::};;;31:;.1.;::;...;::};
Catechetical centers......................:f:
Catechlsts.....;...........;...;...a......
*Chlldren catéchlzed.......................‘";'
'Adults catechlzea................;......‘.f
: ’Schools and other centers of formatlon...i‘
' Dispensaries and medical teams..w....w....}y

Recreation CenterS..vssssviceecescsscrsanes



http:grciup'l.b.gs

‘NICARAGUA'z Two Generations

Mai‘cﬁ 4=

At Manszgua there exisis since long ago a Sodallty of Men, ex
tremely active.This per10d1cal has spoken of it on many ocasions.
At the Pirst Congress of the World Federation held atRome in 1954,
iz delegates from Nicaraguas were present, the majority being mem-
bers of this group. In 1859, while attending the Second Congress
of the World Federation in the United States, they made  contact
- with the leaders of the American organizatidn of Caritas, and .on
Teturning to their country, established the national Caritas of
Nicaragua, still directved today by members of this Sodality.

Their program of activities is impressive. Let us mention
first of 211 "La Vivienda de Mi Hermano", elaborated by the tech-
nigue of specialists in human development.Oneof its achievements:
a program of 2500 housing units with running water,baths and sewage -
disposal, and with community facilities managed by the people them-
selves. B

The same So&ality of HNanagua also manéges the first retreat

house in Central America. During their stay,Roland CALCAT. and Fr.
PAULUSSEN were able to visit the retredt . house while a-retreast
was going on, the .place where new houses were under constructlon

a sample of modern urbanlzatlcn, the Bureau of Carltas, and the
prlnCanl leaders of the Sodality, among whom were Fr. Fernandez
de PINEDO and fir, STEINER._ : . .

. The evening of March 5, ameeting brlngs together the ;eader
of all the groups of Managua.Among them are Fr.Valentin MAKTINEZ,
national ‘ecclesiastical assistant and . Julio Cisnero SOLORZANG
president of the youth groups. A% this meeting there is 2 strong
representation of youth. There are, 1in fact, guite a2 number of
CLCs here which have taken the General,?r;ncipies a5 the basis of
their activity.The meeting goes on for many hours, with the youth
insisting on the need for politicel involvenent and regretting the
lack of reszl information onwhat Cils are in the world. HMany hends
~ go up, people interrupt. Two generations, 1inspired by the same

.spirit, but with totally different expressions.Two ways of living,
which seek to mutually complete each other. Fr.Paulussen explains
the main lines of the General Principles, and the dialogue which
follows is so passionate that the youth demand to have another
meeting the next day. JHNeed we add that this unscheéuledeeetihg
wag even more positive and more fruitful? ’ :

~
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"VENEZUELA ¢ The Country That Gave'Birth to "Fe y'Alegria“

March 7-10

* One day in 1955, Pr. Jose Maria VELAZ is visiting with So-
dalists the slum section of Caracas. It is a- "historic"  visit.
They feel that something more must be done to assure effective
‘help. And this idea translates itsélf into the movement "Fe y Ale
gria", which continues today, but ‘now . as an international work,

"Fe ¥ Alegrla" (Faith and Joy) believes that education is the
best 'tool for-the social and economic .development of the natlons
of Latin America. Since 1955, this.organization has Built more
than one hundred training schools——primafy, secondary, teacher-
training, agricultural, technical, One finds them in Venezuela,
Ecuador, Panama, Peru, Bolivia, El Salvador and Nicaragua. One
¢an envision that, in a few years, "Fe y Alegria" will be estab-
lished’ throughout- the continent. ts-schools are always built in
the poor secticons and the local ‘populace is involved in erecting
them. One finds oneself in the faee of true urban planning, .de-
51gned in a way well adapted to famlly life in this area.

The spirit of this. pilot organlzai1on anlmates the meetlngof
March 9, held at San: Ignacio High School with ghe group of eccle=’
_ siastical a551stants, among them Fr., Jose Maria SALAVERRIA, the
fnatlonal assistant. Roland CALCAT gLves a report on' the’ last meet
“irig of the World Federation at Santo Dom1ngo explaining the source
‘of the confusion that followed the meetlng Allherepresent accent
the General Principles and all want  definitely to be affiliated
‘with the World .Federation. The groups -of university students: and
of young WOrkers’existing‘here‘use the name CLC and strongly desire
to make contact with the national organizations inother countries
of the continent. They also desire the early establishment of a
‘Latin-American ~secretariat. There is a strong demand too for a
version of the General Principles geared to the young.An excellent
meeting in which those present have understood remarkably well the
importance of action directed towards the development of the whole
man and of all men, in the sense of the document of Medellin.

But let our visitors speak for themselves,by excerpting from
the periodical "Noticias" a portion of the intérview that. Roland
CALCAT and Fr. PAULUSSEN gave to Fr. Jose Manuel RIOS."It is well
to state that we are not a thlrd—order of the Society.of Jesus,
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neither do we limit ourselves to the Exerbieest ‘We hold fast to
other élements in the spirituality of Ignatius, =as for example,
the letters he wrote to lay people of his time. We relate always
© to Ignatian spirituelity,but as lay people,and this takes account
of amutual sutonomy with the Society of Jesusasareligiousorder.
The Jesuits remain the persons. best qualified to transmit to us
the core of this spirituality."

: "We leave w1th real’ appreclatlon 1mpressed with the very pos
itive welcome given to our ideas and orientation. Personally”,
added Roland Calcat, "I had the feellng that those who took part
in the meeting at San Ignacio High School were people who were
achieving .the synthesis of personal prayer, community living and
apostolic action." T

COLOMBIA : A Magic Word, "Medellin"

March 10-13

. It is Father Daric ARANGO, ecclesiastical assistant of the
_National Pederation of Colombia, who meets Roland CALCAT and Fr.-
PAULUSSEN at the Bogota Airport. They will visit, starting next
.day, the Sodality of Medellin, known for its extraordinary activ-
ity. Wno has not heard of Medellin, the c¢ity where the bishops of
‘Latin America drew up in 1968 the celebrated document on develop-
ment? But before going there, a first contact with Fr.VELA allows
‘them to become acquainted with the LatlnnAmerlcanPastoralCenter,
“attached to CELAM. The young peoplé there get the benefit of a
~double tralnxng at the same time in both catechetlcs and develop~
ment.

At Medellin, the energy of just'one Sodality has given birth

to:

- a cardioﬁvascular surgzcal cllnlc of high technical
quality, open to all, rich and poor. HManaged by the
Sodality,one also flnds there many Sodalist surgeons
and physicians.




- a surgical dental clinic at thé service of the poor,:
where about ten dentists are on- the permanent staff.

~ flnally, the Sodallty Center 1tself.

A retreat house for the Spiritual Exercises-is to be established
soon. Finally, our two visitors will also ssee & shop for appren-
tices in sewing, where young native women are irained in dressmak
ing'and where the apprentices -receive remuneration from the sale
of the products made. : T .

A meeting with sixty or so of the. Sodality leaders will:let
the guestion be raised of the Exercises and the difficulties met
with in them. It will allow also a very free discussion on the
General Principles; - which receive the full -adherence of all the’
officers present. Once more is expressed the deep desire for a
closer cooperation with the World Federation.The ides mfacongress
for youth and of the establishment of a Latin<American- commlttee
‘receive the approval of a large part of the audlence.' a

ECUADOR- :: -"At Any’CostﬁWe Want.the world Fedérétion"

March 13-15

The ecclesiastical assistant of the National Federation, Fr,
Juan CABALLERO, was in Europe.. It is the president of a CLC of
professional men and Fr. Jaime ACOSTA who greet Roland CALCAT and
Fr. PAULUSSEN.at the Quito Airport. Fr.. Acosta knows the CLSs per.
fectly and is very involved in giving the Exercises to youth. '

It should be said that 'thé Geéneral Principles had already,
over a period of time, been welcomed very favorably by some 30
- groups in Ecuador,.. for they opened the path to & renewal in the
spiritofVatican II and:Jlthe wider perspectlves of the universal
Church: .This international, :this world -character of the Christian
Life Communities had found there a-strong:echo, which the gather-
1ngs and meetings in .the .course of this day would conflrm.




A first meeting with the leaders of the Commuriity of men,
whose assistant, -Auxiliary Bishop CHIRIBOGA, is known for his dy-
.namic¢ attitude. One finds oneself here in the presence of members
very involved in secular responsibilities, who accept . fully the
lines of renewal expressed in the General Principles. .They are
strong in declaring repeatedly . -their absolute determination to
‘remain united to the World Federatlon. :

Sunday, March 14, a meetxng takes place ‘at the close of Mass
with a Community of workingmen. The 80 participants, ~youth and
adults, greet with emotion the president of "their organization®,
their French friend who knows fromhisown experience the working-
man's-life, The discussion centers on labor union guestions. This
meeting certainly standé among the most profound exchanges that
our vxsltors experlenced in the course of thelr travels. '

A v1szt to St AugustlneRetreatHouse is another unforgettable
experience.- Everything is practical and spotless, "Here one would
like -to begin his retreatatonce." The dialogue with the director
of the retreat house confirms the fact that here a real effort is '
made to assure the true Exercises to the greatest possible degree.

At the University Center of Quito, numerous conversations.
with Jesuits working in the student milieu focus on the difficult
situation under different aspects--religious, cultural; social and
political. If the General Principles are here accepted too, still’
.there is insistence on a version adapted to the young. E ‘

“

PERU : A New Formula for the Ecclesiastical Assistant

' March 15-17.

Three young laymen and two priests were waiting patiently at
the Lima Airport,whére unforeseen formalities deleyed the arrival
‘0of the Buropean visitors. Evenywhere the same cordial welcome,the
same warm greetlngs, the same affection. - The Christian Life Com-
munity-~it is not a slogan, it is a living reality.




The first meeting with ‘the ecclesiastical aseistants of Lime
takes place in the parish of San Pedro. There a Community of 70
adul ts ig involved in liturgical renewal and isactive ir the func-
tioning of the parish. Roland Calcat presents the principles at |
the base of the World Federation,insistingon the essential points
which continue atradnlon of several centurles in away tha* meets”
the needs of men today. . -

In .the afternoon, a very worthwhile meeting with fifty young
people end several assistants.A discussion clarifies the problems
arising from the Santo Domingo Convention.  The comments and the
-guestions about commungl deliberation are particularly interesting.
A1l are inegreement. that the practice of such deliberation requires
a certain maturity and the personal experience of the authentic
Smri‘mal Exerclses. . . ’

) The vxslt ’co the parxsh of Nuestra Sefiora: de los Desampa.racos
lets;\’chem meet Carlos LECAROS ZAVALA,president of:the youth CLCs,
and a Community of young engeged in numerous educational and socigl~
action efforts——a pilot CLC .for .the -integral formation of  the
‘young members. Fr.Edouardo BENITO is ecclesiastical assistant of
this. group. R Lol VN :

. Two other v:.slts glve an. opportunlty to gauge the thmst of
CLC, one %o Inmaculate Concz,ptlon High Schood,  where there is.a
very active kgrraup.the other to.the Teachers® College.The formation
of future teachers includes-an introduction to.the pedagogy of ~
development and the p.x.annlng of a progran of fundamental reform of
education. .

Fr. NORIEGA-ARCE, national ecclesiastical assistant, is also
a pastor. So his desire to discharge more effectively. "the respon
sibility for the Christian formation of groups" has led him %o
seek the establishment of & team of national assistants. This has -
just been done.Its members have divided the work,one being charged
especially with high schools, another with university students,
the third with the Communities in parishes.A distribution of work,
there is a new formula which should further the progress already
made by tne ClCs of Peru. Co
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BGLIVIA Wltness of Youth

) March,l?-—lQ_

. La Pag," of which the airvort is situdted at-an altitude of
12,000 feet,”is the ‘capital of the poorest country 1n Latln Amerl
ca. The statistics are definite on this p01nt.‘ :

Is 1tthzs almost total destitution that has' moulded the Boll
vian communities into- cells each’ with 2 deflnlte influerice? At La
' Paz,the Indian ponulatlan represents ‘about 85% of the total number
. of 1nhab1tants. The proportion is just about the same in the CILCs.
A1l ‘of- the groups in this’ conntry have begun the renewal proposed'
by the General Principles. g

How explain that the Bolivian delegation waltlng at mldnlght
&t the airport ito-greet the twod: renresentatlves of the World Fed-
eration includés three membérs who have  arrived from Sucré after a
Journey of 16 hours by tra1n° The cnly answex'lsthe extraordxnary

In the same way, a meetlng manages %o brlng together thlrty
or so leaders from La Paz, Sucre and Santacruz--azll young, boys
. and‘girls of- the-secondary ‘schools and of the unlver51ty.vThe in-
- formation they" furnish- is qulte precise: - all of them- have a Com-
munlty meeting every week all have a common bond and are active
‘znthepoorer sectors., Theweekly meeting lasts 3 Hours: It includes
the Eacharistie celebration, ‘a digcussion, and an exchange of ln-
formation, and is the "high point" of community life. :

Another gatheéring 6f the CLC preparatory tesms brings together

about arhundred youth.of 13 to 17 years of age. They représent 13

~groups and each of the 13 reads a.report.of their activities. These
groups ‘too have a weekly training session.There are students from

all the schools in the city dmong- them. One cannct help véing im-

nressed by the serlousnesa and the energy’of this w1tness of youth.

Dlscus51on in depth w1tﬂ Fr. Camlllo -CABANACH, the natlonal
eccle51ast1cal assistant,with Ariel TANGO ALVAREZ, the president,
and with other leaders help fill out the picture. From these ex-
changes it becomes clear that the work achleved.by'our Communities
grows out of a profound sense of the Church and a real spirit of
sacrifice, and that it is carried on in humility, in poverty and
in hope. :




CHILE : The Problem of Strﬁctures

Mareh 20 < 22

During the two days spent in Chilé,the dialogue continues .to
be with the young Communities, and with Fr. Gustavo ARTEAGA, na- |
tional ecclesimstical assistant. S B

The first encounter gives evidence of & very deep commitment
and a grasp of the meaning of the faith,traits that are both ¢har
acteristic of the new generation, notably in Latin America. The
exchange focuses chiefly in social and politicalvinvolvément. A
discussion ensues on Marxism, on Macism: In the face of the strik
ing inequalities, . how can one be surprised at the revolt that is
runbling in the hearts of the young, how can one not feel chal-
lenged by the stagnation of development? In this profound crisis,
what is our Christian witness? How do we translate our solidarity
and our commitment inte the integral development of 21l men? The ,
questions are deep, the views various as to what action ought to
be teken., The discussion goes on for meny hours.'» .

A- second meetzng will center on questlons about the World Fed
‘eratlon.Wnlle the General Prlnclnlesarerecognlsmiandwellthought
of in théir new form, the group shows reservations about any struc
tures, including those of the Federation. A discussion follows.
Doubtless structures can sometimes prevent spontaneity in initia-
tives and creativity in persons or in groups. And with reason one

ught to criticize mistakes. But,if the "structures" intended. and
‘arranged are really channels of communication, mak;ng possible mu-
tual aid, discernment and concerted activity, then the action of
gome will be reinforced by the supportandencouragementofothers.
The 1nterestxng discussion contlnues.

" The idea of a- Congresé of Ycuthjaziatin America meets a vefy
favorable hearing from the group and they declare themselves ready
to support the. organlzation of such a gathering.

ARGENTINA : The Oldest National Federation
March 22 - 26

The desire to coordinate . efforts and to furthér mutualiaid
between the Marian Congregations had led Argentina to establish,
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already:111924, anatlonal federatlon. ThlS step was soon fellowed
by other countries. All the same, as the World Federation repre-
sentatives got off the plane at Buenas Aires, it was the delegatlon
from the first federatlon that they were prlvzleged to meet and to

greet.

The trip in from the airport to University College of San
- Salvador gives an opportunity for the first contact with the na-
. tional leaders, in'particular with Jose Luis TESTA, “the nres1dent
~and Pr. Luxorio RUIZ BILBAO the a551stant.

The program for their stay:xxArgentlna looks to contacts with‘
~ the Communities in two important centers--Buenos AlresandRosarlo,
which- lles about 250 mlles to the north of the Capltal.

In the first of these meetings, held irn a parish hall in- Bue
nos Aires, they meet about. twenty CLC leaders. These Communities
are very involved inpastoral work. Among the members present, one
finds the "old faithful" of the earliest days,  in particular the
former president of the, mnational federation and former member of
the Executive Council of the World Pederation, Federico VIDELO ES
. CALADA, Dean of the Faculty of Law. The discussion is lively, con
“gerned with the concept of the anostolate, missionary act1v1tyv
ccommunity, ~communal dlscernment-— all questlons very ba51c1nthe
CLC way of llfe.

“The next mornlng, a warm welcome at the railroad station of
‘Rosario by the chief leaders of the diccesan federatlon. There are
meetings-in turn with the diocesan assistant, with the archblshcp
of the place, with the auxiliary bishop, and with those in charge
of various diccesan works. TFollowing this, a ‘general meeting of
all the CLC members.The officers of the different Communities give
‘their reporis. Here-as in other countries one feels the influence
of the document of Hedellin on development. The discussion bears
on the 1mportance of the Exercises and the formation of those who
direct them. A concelebration in honor of the Annunciation marks
the end of this stage. Then all of them, commemmorating World CLC
Day, gather around in Joyful agapes.

On their return from Buenos Aires, another celebration of the
"world day" unites the léaders from the city at a fedst typically
Argentinian.Here in joy and friendship are sealed the tiés between
* the World Federatlon and "the first National Federation in the

world“ ' ) :




: Country of the Guarani Reductions
March 26 - 28

PARAGUAY

The experience of the Guarani Reductions,an original creation
of the Jesuits in the 17th and 18th centuries,is proof that social’
and even political  involvement of priests is not an invention of
our time. "During a century end a half,from 1610 to 1708 through

‘out immense sections of South America,. embraclnb most of present-
day Parsguay and a part of Urugusy, thousands ¢f Indians lived
happily according to the sp*rlt and the morals of the gospel, in
a reoubllc, under a regime suthentically communistic.”. (1)

It is not surpr1s1ng that Fr.Miguel SANMARTI, natlonal a351s
tant of CLC,is at the same time professor of soc1ology and member
of the . Cenﬁer for Social Research and Action in, Asun016n, the
Paraguay capital.

‘The CLCs of Paraguay have studied and mastered the document.
of H[edellin. PFrom it, they have undérstood and remémbered “that
‘*tlie gathering of Latin<American bishovps recommends "the creation
“of groups of young peovle, who involve themselves in all sorts of
‘activity, in accord with their own interests, assuring a gradual
and ever-growing direction of ‘these activities by "the young them-.
selves, . and developing among themselves the qualltles necessary
for the formation of lezders.,”™ Thgt is certainly the line thet
the youth CLCs of Paraguay have teken. It is the constant preoc-
‘cupatlon that stems. from their meetlngs and gatherlngs.

) - Problems in formatlon are here a priority. The young are in-
~troduced to- protlems of development both by courses in theory and
by prectical action. A great concern-for -the rlght method and ap-

proach 1nsp1res the movement as g whole.

. Tne meeting with some of thebyoung leaders and with Edouwardo
FRANCO and Fr. SANMARTI dwells on the relatione beiween the National
Federation and the World Federation, and on the organiZation of a
futqre congress of young Latin-Americans. Here as elsewhere, this
latter ‘proposal seems to respond to the need for better mutual
understanding, and to give promise of E,rea’%er callaboratlan, seen
‘more .and more as 1ndlspen=able.

The preambule of the General Prznclples is well graspea. It
has been summed up- wonderfully by the CLC youth of Paraguasy when
they say, "a response to the call of Christ, a total commitment
lived in commumnity,as a sign of the presence of love-~that is the
idea that inspires us." And, in fact, thatVis the road which we
are invited to travel. ‘ '

(1) Clovis Lugon, Lga Republique des Guaranis, Coll F01 Vlvante,‘
Ed. Economie et Humanisme et Editions Quvrieres, 1970




BRAZIL :- Strong and. Popular Marlan Movement

;o ) March 28 30

Fommg gar‘s of the nanona,l organmat:,on are abouh 80 diocesa.n
federatlons,‘comprlelng some 1200 local groups and a natlonal fed

ory The‘Sodallsts have to thelr cred

“it many ‘initiatives  ‘ifi alY sections of the country, hav1ng as
their goal social and culiural development (readlng courses, i
,brarles,...) .medical and -social . assistance (both.for those in
‘hogpitals -and .those at home),religious formatzon(cathechetlcs use
of aud10-v1sual means,...) Let us. nethe ﬁoo»same characteristics .
of -the Brazilian movement: . .a very large maaorlty of -the.. members.
“are ‘men,: all of.them ective, and . proud to use. the name "Os HMgria-
- nos™. . This . tells us of - the deep attachment o  Our, Lady which is
. an esaentlal element311the spirztuallty of our :Brazilian frlends.

< The flrst exchange takes place ln %he course of a meetlng
“that lagts* from mornlng t111 "4 otclock in ‘the afternoon. Takxng
part in it are many of the national Teaders, and’it dffers the op
Jportunity .to explain .and to clarify the new version of the General
Pr1n01ples., Theee are the . basis, cf our Communltles as a wholew-
vary in dlfferent countrles, dependlng on the mllleu of a country
. or its past experiences.The dlver51ty that results should even be
~someth1ng that enrlches the unlon that we are almlng to effect.

~ The Brazzllan way of expresszng our splrlt would become veny
qclear in the eourseof the evenlng meetlng, whlch brought together
300 members of the Diocesan- Federatlon of Rio. Among them are rep
resentatlves of the neéew generatlon, boys and glrls, enthuszastic
”'and aware. It is the monthly meetlng, a bit more solemn ‘this tlme
because of several speeches. But all the same,'what a cllmate of
fdedlcatlon, of frlendshlp, of unitys - -

How could one fail to be impressed by the “declaration™ of
the youth who state: "Youth in our days stlrs with profound preog
'Acupatlonsandnourlshes within itself bright hopes Preoccupatlons,
" because it holds within itself extraordinary courage, .not always

well dlrected or put to good use. Hones because youth represents,
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at this moment of history in which we live,‘someéhing quite extrag '
ordinary: a high degree of heroism, a hunger for ‘truth, an effort
to acquire moral values, an integration into the life of the com-
munity, a willingness ‘to shoulder responsibility, a decision to
take part in the building of a future filled with love. (...) We
are aware of our mission and or our responsibilities.” Vision such
as this, does itnot give us reason to hope? If to this we add. the
countless other .examplesof vision and dedication revealed in this
journey through Latin America, do we not have good reason to hope
that our Communities will carry out effectively their mission in
the world of today, faithful to the spirit of their beginnings?

‘PROG R E SSIO :
offers a "charger“ for reflectmon on real
»11fe subjects to stimulate our personal‘
study and group exchange ’ :

. publishes articles or documerits essentlal
for the comprehenszonandﬂeepenlng of the
plrltuallty of . the CLC

: gsets forth the 51gn1f1cant experlences of
‘the life and actlv1ty of our cemmunltles,

draws tcgether dlverse people by presenta
tion of a country and lts communltles<

aims at raflectlng accurately the forward
march of a lay movement at the serv1ce of
the world of today ’

THAT'IS WHY

confident of the 1oyalty and the support of its”
readers

P R 06 R ESSTIO

earnestly urges every reader to make it his con
cern. to secure a new subscriber for the perlodl
cal by March, 1972, ‘




"MARY OP NAZARETH OF THE THIRD WORLD"

} ) ) I k» . bj Jose Antonlo Esqulvel SeJe

_ Along the mountains, the roads and the footpaths of my conti
nent of Latin America trudge our country women carrying on their
heads Jjars and containers. filled with water.. Their faces marked
by the sun and by toil. Women who. know nothing of luxuries .like
a refrlgerator or televxslon, or even a movie theatre.

¢he;r houses nave earthen floorsorperhapssomepoorly placed
toards. One or two chairs woven of . willows and with four short
. poles. A bare tzble which knows nothlng of varnish and is certain
1y nqt at all “in style".

‘Women of my continent who smell of the earth. Who knoéw no
other spices or-liquids than the water That falls, running down
_upon jand washlng thelr undernourlshed boules and tne few rags that
cover them.

) }Thaar time is‘today, their life one of - constant sacrifice
and af trust in God. e S R

Young faces aged by the sun and by labor: lee land that has
been worked over. Veiny ‘hends that know neither creams nor cosmel
icg. Deep eyes, serene, whlch know tears and know hopew

They sa y - Mwe know nothlng of letters ‘notr of figures”, but
es, they know God. Out of a faith andaahumlllty thet would touch
even the most learnedkaf theeloglans.

. Enowing these women with faces blackened by the hearth w1th
brawny muscles and with hoping eyes, I discovered MarywofNazaret
Today it is said that devotion to the ¥irgin Mary is dying. They
say, "we are preoccupied with the Third World, with its men, its
women..." And it is in that preoccupation, there exactly, that I
. discovered a world which shouts and clamors for a dawn where we
meet the person, without creams or cosmetlcs or artlstlc ideali-
zatlons, of HNary.

There isno need to repeat what the Holy Scriptures say to us.
‘Mary is that woman of the fields, with the ¢amlloused féet, with the
‘forlorn eyes, but with hope, who knows the burden of the jarofwa
ter on her head, who "knows nothing of letters - nor or figures®,
but, yes, of God. o I '
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. Mary is the model of a mother, the model of - the woman of the
- Third World. ..

The more we set about involving ourselves in the joys and the
hopes, the griefs and the anxieties of the men of our continent,
the more will we discover the Christ of today through Mary of the
Third World.

If as Christians we are really anxious and desirous of involy
ing ourselves with the poor of the earth this 1nvolvement furthers
our identification with Mary.

Qur devotion‘m>Mary, Virgin-and Mother of Christ Jesus, will
not diminish if in the Virgin, stripped of all external trimmings,
we discover MNary of Nagareth of the Third World. The Mother who
suffers, who cries, who works, who hopes and who trusts, the hand
- maid of the Lord.

Hail Ma y of the Thlrd World
" full- of grace, you who know pain, know the anx1et1e= and the sub~
human conditions of your people,. the Lord is with you, with all

who .suffer, who hunger and thirst for austlce.' who know neither
letters nor figures.

. -Blessed are you among sll the women of our roads and pueblos. Of
furrowed faces, of brawny. musﬁles, of calloused hands, of fcrlorn
eyes, but with hope.

Blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. Because without Him, our
life and the struggle for human dmgnzty has no meanlng.\ R

Holy Mary, holy, a thousand tlmes holy, by your llfe hy the times
that you carry water, that you smudge -your face at the hearth,
trustlng and hoping in God. He has made.you Mother of God.

Pray for us sinners, for it is our fault, in One,way.or another,
by our egoism and our envy, that you, joined with the rest of the
women and men of the Third World, suffer subhuman conditions, to-
talitarian governments, wars and blood -and hatred.

Mmso%ﬂwewm@,%tthae%awmwmmmMmtwwd
.your Son,

And at the hour of our death;i so that thé,Lord have mercy on all
vho have offended you, you and Him, in our brothers, in the men
and women of a world which is struggllng desperately for Llfe.
- Amen,

ﬁylg




‘ities willing to promote with energy.that which

tors who awaken and give diréction to respon-

and finally, - the spirit of the Gospel, - the

a love which transforms and personalizes.”
(Excerpt. from the Document of Medelhn,
August-September, 1968) :

"The: new image of La’;in—Ameifican man. demands a -
" creative effort in all sectors: public author.

. responds to the most important needs of the com -
. mon good; technicians whe plan interms of "the -
‘concrete means availdble; families and educa-

sibilities; 1ntegratwn of all 1nd1v1dual ef-
forts in the accomplishment of & common tasks

MEDELLIN : -

spirit that gives life out of the dynammm of .

"The Gospel preached in an ‘authentic¢ fashion

to an oppressed man necessarily fulfills the

function of communicating an awareness,helps.

LIMA - ~  him to realize his dignity as a person .and
L * his situation, which is that of -spoliation
and injustice. For there is.no way to evan~
gelize without engaging in the struggle against -

the unjust situation.”
. (Excerpt from the Declaration‘of the
Peruvian Bmhops, August 1971)

"We ask of the Church (...) a;teachin,which,,

utes efficaciously to the change that our na-
. tions are calling for.(...) We propose giving
‘a new scope to education and to evangelization.”

is reslly liberating {(...) and which contrib-

' CARACAS -

{Excerpt from the Declaration of the
- Laity, gathered at Caracas August
© 22 - 28, 1971) :

. "Whether one knows it or not, whether one

. wants it or not, those who join together in
RECIFE ~ ¢« - ‘the cause of justice and of love, building
- the read to peace, are, by that Vvery.fact,
Christiens, and Christ marcheés with them. "

(D, Helder Camara, Archblshop of

Olinde and- Recxfe) '




