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AllPointme...ttof a nevi 
Vice-As;iistant' . 

VIe aree;lad welcoClethe official 
nocination of Fr.Nicholas RIEliLII.!'l sj 
as Ecclesiastical Vice-Aasistantof 
the World Federation of. Christian 
Life Communities. 

The members of the E~ecutive COU£ 
cil were unanimous that Fr.Rieman 
was the right choice. So the Presi­
dent ,of the Council asked Fr.Alh~l~ 
Jesuit General, to consider him as 
acandiate. Fr. General was pleased 
to do this, and, on lllay 31, 1971, 
nominated him as president of the 
Central Jesuit.Secretariate. Accord 
itig to the 'Statutes of the World 
Federation, this means he also be 
comes Ecclesiastical Vice-Assistant 
of the World Federation~ 

'Fr.B.ieman is detained in USA on va.;,: 
ious prior engagements . and will be 
with us in Rome by September. As 
promotor of the, CLCin the province 
of Detroit, he is kno~'ll for his sol 
id experience of the Christian Life 
Communities and his deep understand 
ing of the Spiritual Exercices. ­



20 OUR ROOlj'!,!S 

,This :page, deaT ,f'r.!.eudaj 'iJ:!:J;ended:for each pi y()U 

;peracmf:l~ly. We hOJle , t9.d:ra~.us "all p1.p.ser together bys.harin,e 
with you our t'houglrts abo1xtl}Ur J'r.ojects and our concern.s '- and 
a.bove all., by asking: Y0l.l. ,for yOUl' opinions. 

PJ;WGIlBSSIO ggeos to s:i;:xtY..,SizcPWltries in five ;Conti­
nents" I;lostwh,o 'r,ead . it seem to ,be in '.n.a:ti:ional or lova,l positions 
of re,sponsibUi ~y in CLe,. J,~riestJs:and .laity. Ba.1Bo attai:nsa 
nttmb'er;of' "eYlllp,atlli,sing ,reader:s". tilembe~ ',Q,f grouJ,ls do not .seem 
to knu':y ,1 t so well., -although, intne' las1; 'tVIO ,months (April and 
11a:y)' wehavenad 267 new subscrip:t;i.ons, This is -e-ncoJ,lraeing/and 
see'lJ'lscto indioateour reaul'trship, 1:6op,en,ipg out.· 

..I ,find in i't . plenty' of .mat'D.rial " end inspiratipn. ,to 
stimUlate ourgr9upsll writes an eccle.~iast~cal assist,ant :from .the 
Far East in a'letter.recei-vedthislllO.:r.;r;Ung, ren~lVling his airci,in 
subscription~ "Do.cumentati<m, inspiratiQP, stioulation~,. .• ,those 

, c~rtain~y .seem the servic.eeanyone snouldbe able to expec.t :from 
, PROGRESSIO ar,dwe feel they sum up OJ;l.,r ..main aim~ 

Documentat.ion me8r"s 'giving. news,. ini'orl::lation abo:1l t the 
life of our greups, ·theirprogress,tJJ.eir research; their aotivity ~ 
It also. implies reflecting ..in 'our choice .of' subjects and informa­
tion the actual situation in whichdurrn,embers are living. Inspire. 
tion means providing points :for reflection, to ret1ind us of 'the 
uniqueness and special nature of ,our vocation in the Christian L.! 
fe COJ:lliluni ties. And. all this adds up, to stinmlation, through our 
readership in sixty-six countries, of the desire to l'ive in union 
with Christ according to the vocation of serVice to wliich he has 
called us. 

In view of, this, we might spend a :few moments defining, 
our goal. It has been developingprogressi'.;ely- the Vlorking .out 
of the General Principles and theyarious resolutions of General 
Council!;) mark stages, in this, development 'of an experience, and in 
reooenising on 'vihat it is founded:;..the formationo:f the wbole ma."l 
in the school of the .spiritual Exercieesj ,~the experience of ,caE] 
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munity life which stimulates us to be faithful to Christ a.."ld exer 
ciseour sense. of discernment so we can serve better; :""a.n aposto 
lic life based an -being aware of the mest pressing needs - sw;IDl.ed 
up since our 1967 Congress as "'the development of the whole man 
and of all men". This is the way our Comn:nmities are following, 
and l'ROGRESSIO wants to accompany them on it, seTVing as a forum 
for the initiatives. taken in the different countries and conti 
nen-l-;s, respecting the evolution and "the originality of the expe­
riences. 

It is there that your suggestions Vlould help us, iVould 
you send your-answers to the following questions? 

" * Which QLCtopic.s best suit youineeds? 
(formation of members, life of.tb.egroup, 
outward-lobkingness" and service •. retreats, 
• ,. etc,) 

.. 	 ,That experience of your country (local or 
national) would interest ail our readers? 

.. 	 On which current question should PROGRES­
SIOprovide p.oints for reflection in -tlle 
coming months '? 

:L:!1e Executive Council are a..'lxiousto make PROGRESSIO a reflection 
of .our whole movement arid 81:1 instrument of servie.e to i t-, They 
will be very grateful for the time you devote to Bl1swering these 
questions, and hope you wi:ll send· them in quickly. They areconf.!, 
dent a:llour members realise the bond that unites them and the 
work ,tharmustbe done, and they hope for a delugeo:f"letters, 

"Each will be a gesture of concrete cooperation which will' benefit. 
all our members, 	 " 

PROGRESSIO 
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THE CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMUNITY and the MOVIDllE:NT TOWA."'IDS COllll',lUNITY 

by Jose Luis VE~~SCO 

THE CONCRETE ThI!SSION, of C1.C in this MOVErWT TOWARDS COl,U.tUNITY 

Finally; welllUst not forget that, having experienced the in­
fluence, ofcollll!!UIli ty, life in CLC, our ,movement has spec,ial charac 
teristics, which differentiate it from "typical basic communitiesi 
'If these di:fferences impede our, renewal they are merely negative,; 
but they ca.."l be positive if they mean avoiding certain dax).gers 
and becoming a means of dialogue between baSic communities and 
the hierarchical Church. 

, Tne chief dangers, to avoid are: becoming a Set> of illuminist 
ghettos; becoming so radical pOlitically that the life 'of faith 
and prayer is abandoned;constantly challeng:j.ng the hierarchy.As a 
concrete example Of guide-lines for living a community life 'in 
CLC, I am going to quote what was said at the last national meet­
ing of my fede,ration, -C.E.r-l.I. of Spain~The quotation deals with 
a particular problem with speCial peculiarities - particularlyna 
tional trends ax).d the fact that most of the members are of boUr':, 
geois origin. ,Uor is the thought fully, developed. But I hope that, 
based on actual experience as,it is, it may be useful. 

The community we describe can ,be called a Group of Christian, 
Reference. It isa reference group in the sense that,while it,may 
offer a few general hints,it deals 'with a particular aspect of Ii 
fe. Nor is it a: natural group or a complete, group. It'does nO,t i!,! 
clude(or pretend to include}all the life-plans of the individual. 
,It only modifies, orientates, animates ,his action and, provides 
constant opportunities for self":examination before God,'a contin:'" 
ual, reference point for renewing and promoting Christian action • 
The reference group is one to which we are led by action in the 
world,and which one leaves to..return to work in the Worid. His 
a group which makes total demands on its members because' of this 
Christian reference pOint. , As a Christian group, it is distin 
guished by a strong sense, of what is finally aimed at':the worship 
of God, the witness and proclamation of the Word, sharing in the 
building up of the Kingdom (1). 
~--~~~----~'~ ,* 	 This is a continuation of all article which appeared in:'prgg­

ressio, '118.y1971, n 0 3, CrJ'istian Life Go:;u~,uni ty and the move­
ment towards community. 

(1) 	In other words, to share fully in the priestly, prophetic and 
royal functions of Christ,accordin to the idea.s of Lumen r;en­
tium. 
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Each Comrauni ty at ,sam~ 'time·. a community of 
Christian' reference and (where ther~is'groupactionJa cOIlll!lunity 
of' Christian action. It should not, however,seek.for actions in 
order t.o unite the .communi ty; common action will only arise' when 

.it is really of service to men. 

CEA...'lACTE:iUSTICS of this COliIrilUNITY OF CHRISTIAN REFERENCE 

It is: 

1) POOR 

This is urgent,andnecessaryinfaithfulness to-the gospel 
and the witness .of the Church, . especially where the Church ·is 
still linked to the rich and powe.rful.HolV, can we, as individuals 
or a.group, in our own situation, become poor? .(We have .to disti£ 
g'.lish here between cOmlilunity povertyanda.community o.f poor ind! 
viduals). 

The community of Chri.s tian reference t 0 which we speak , if it 
is to be a poor community, will .lead each ofits, meni'oerstD auste 
ri ty and, the stripping away of superfluities. The poor comlmmity 
willbe.acormi:nmi ty ,of people who aim to' be available a.'1d genel" 
ous;it will bean austere communii;y, asking the normal Christian 
means.of austerity. It will be,a community of support for all -in 
hospitality, in he.lping its· own members ill need. It will be aCOID 

. mu.'1ity of welcome -:and a community that ,'1lakes demands o:r:;its me~ 
.bers. 

The c.o=itywill ieadi ts membe.rs 'to lead a poor life , and 
so will become a community of: poor L'1d'ividuals. It is not a que.s­
tionof consecrating part of one.' slife to poverty , or a part of 
one's money or one's work ..:.but of: putting one's, whole 1if:e at ,the 
service 'of others. 

Some are alreao.y established ina situation of· being engaged 
-in a job within an in jUiltc system. The idea of "coming out of 
one' sclass.n is on.e not to be taken lightly: it cannot be dQne in 
a. day:c it is a difficult,cpainful, long procesi3.One muststa:rt by 
having an uneasy conscience abQut ol;'let.smilieu;as a practical way 
in the short term,. of challengingit by one's witness. GQirig out 
of one' s class IS risky, too-:\. tinvolves one"s. wife and children, 
therearce family ties of all SQrts .N-ot all ,anyway, find themsel 
ves confronted withthis choice.' . ­

'lIe fi.'1d the key in living according to the gospel. "Coming 
out of one's c~ass" sho1..lld not be a laborious, artificial affair. 
If we life our Christianity, the ruling class will soon .force us 
Qut. of it. I'foris it necessarily a.question of leaving one's job 

. (a1 though some situationslllight demand this). It is rather a !;la,! 
tel" of putting one's job a.'1d one's whole life at the service of 
others. rhis' is poverty as a llleans of bringing about a more just 
80c.iety, 8.11-d makirig o.ne' swho1e life revo:).ve. round this. 
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, Service, poverty, involvementshpuld go together. Wea.re not 
talk~ng of b,eing poor in the,'sense of having nothing, but of a 
whole life oi:service~ If ,we cOllllllitour,lives ,'to bringing a.bout 

, a better hum!m 'society, this will force us to ,be poor. ' . 

Obviously ,anyone taking this path ofpove,rty - involvement ­
for a long period-will need a good deal of support from the Whole 
community. 

2) INVoLv:im 

Aco~~ity of the involved,- Involvement is the preliminary 
to poverty !md, in a way, it leads to it. Putting one'swh6Ieli­
fe at risk to,: obtain ,a better, SOciety. putting all one's' life as 
the service of men - this will make one poor-in- t:i,me, fn. money .••• 
For us, it folloWB from the gospel, but we must realise~e c!mrtot 
'M it ail by ourselves: we need the:\,l.elp of God.lieal evangeltcal 

'poverty, means putting the whole of one'.s life, always,',at'the 
service of others. " 

One important aspect of inVOlvement is. to take o1,1r own jobs 
. 'seriously; One's work is a,;eryf~damental thing ,but the kind of 

work may ch!mge. One' hasconst!mtly to -be asking oneseLf: who.is 
benefiting from mY work -this or that kind of person ? a domiiuint 
class, ?Inmost caseS, we shall probably. find Gur work is,socia1­
ly productive, but thefirs-t step is to be aware of the need to 
ask the question, !md to see howimport!mt it is. 

Trying to link one's job to a changing society. ,seeking out 
new relationships in one's YfQrk. This aUitude(which implies in­
volvement) is always nece~sary., 

The mo!;!t urgent particular aspects of - ':,this involvement are 
the political arena, the area of study, the need to cu1tivate a 
professional conscience .In all ,these, we have to work,' with a 
I?trong sense, of the injustice of the soc'ial structures,~ and it is 
import!mt to 'kr!pw the techniques • ,the "rules of 'the game" - other: 
wise one may work with greatgoc:>dwi;L1 but one will be peai;ing the 

, air, like a fish out of water... ' , 
j 

CollabOration in .our ,inj.ust society. ',0' how far' should one 
accept resPOnsability' for the inJustice? One mustd1stinguish 

.' between accepting it in political matters' (where one ,is more com­
. promised with the. system) and ill technJcal 'm,a:tter.s" (~qerethe 

collabora.'tion is not so grea.t). To breaK ,with tM:,system~ If thi,s 
is not possible, at least to be' conscious of one"s col'laboraticin 
with Lt.; 

,How. can one cOl1!bine living inside the sYe:tem in c()ne's job, 
a.r).d 11vingo~ teide it, in other fj.spects' a.f lifE! ? ."Tile co:rnmuili tY'}3 

. rolei s very inlport!mt in 'workingthie: ou;t~' ...•. 

Pos.sible ways of action and life:J:JUtside the system, ! 
- The colll!lluriity needs this, and seeks it out, as a community; 
-Seeking new relationships within one's job, more in accordance 

with a just society, with a view·to paving the way for !,l. news£, 
ciety; - 7 



- Real.isins" . . . . , 

films, conferences,disc1.1ssiongroupsj 


- InCLC, forming a..;'1d preparing people for thei.deaoI a 

lidarity as the chief driving force of society. 


. . . , 

. Tlieseare only a few possible ways. Each individual must see 
what best suits him in this situation. spurred on by hfs sense of 
urgency. , 

.3) 	 IN THE: WOlin' OF GOD' AND . THE EUCHARIST 

Creating a system which makes it easier to bring about a com 
muni t1' based ~:m the Word of God, andfindi:hg the right means to 
build such ,a system. 

A community of faith in the Word of God. Communal, discovery 
and common shiiring of the fruits of the Word. A spirit of faith 
as a'basic element in Our spir:i,tuality. Fraternal correction in 
the scriptu,ral context. 

Community in the'breaking,of.pread and cominunal celebration 
of the Eucharist •Exchanging the sign of peace with one', s brethern 
Realising our real role~ 

In doing all this we exercise our priestly funct1'ons as 'ind,!. 
viduals and'as,a community. 

These prinCiples should lead us to 

a) an intensification of common praye:r:; 

b) an inten$ification of private prayer the prayer of members 


of a community even when . they are dispersed, and who 'lIi],1' be 
,able to enrich their.communi ty prayer .when they come . toge.ther 
,again; 

c) 	A're-thinking of the Eucharist in all its different aspects, 
which themselves 'make up a summary of the Christian life: c0E! 
munion. sacrifice, o:f':f'ering, .word.prayer, forgiveness. 

The ilnportance of aliturgicEi.l formation which fits in to 
the life of the Church and. inconsequence. to the life of our 
own community. The. import'ance. also ,of biblical fornlation. These 
two kinds of formation could be undertaken tosether but, however 
one does it, it is not so easy_ 

The careful preparation of retreats, other spir~tual'exerci­
, ses' and other 1iturgical and religiOUS actions.' 

4) 	OPEN 

Never a closed com.mu.lti ty~ ~ery community, as a s~gn of' uni­ > 

ty arldlove. is a.. sign of progress -,although,it can cease to'be 
, this if it does not base its oper.ness on love. We should not set 
up an "elite". Anyone should be able to come to us and be at home 
in our community • 

.,. 8 



~) PLURALIST.· 

Different trends of thought can co-exist in the same group. 
Rela.tionships and exchanges of view sh.ould exist inside and out-· 
side OLe (with workers. professionals, university people). and in­
side and outside the. Church (interested groups of all other tZ. 
pes) •. 

'Freedom of development of each group orcor:rrnuni ty, with its 
ov,n characteristics which can enrich the v/hole. Rejection of any 
"ideologics.:). mon0p,0lY"j the need for different tendencies, aris­
ing from different ideologies and backgrounds (geographical, so­
cial) etc. 

6) FO:ru.!ED 

Serious study of the background ~s necessary in. the li turgy • 
bible, theology. l!'ormation is neces~ar'J, to,o. in professional COil)­
petence, and in the appreciation of .the need for community. With­
in OLO, meetings might be held for members ·of a particular profes 
sien, to examine its human aspects, .the renewal of society , . the 
building of a ne·ti world, the Christian sense existing in the pro­
fession, its efficacy, the importance the pro'f'ession has in .regard 
to the needs of the country. 

7) OPENllESS TONEI'INEEDS 

An a ttentiveeye to new need.s. The supremacy· of life and the 
new problems. which are arising, as compared to the institution 
and the juridical order. 

8) DEMANDING' 

The saine . demands for all members.' 

9)' INSTITUTIONALISED . 

A real understanding of thisjaesessing·the importance of the 
'institution and the organisation. Re-appraisal of means ,steps ,use 
of authority. 

lO)'EFFECTIVE ,j\.ND V1SIBLE 

·Awitness to love and. sign ,of salvation. .If we take a stand, 
we should be seen to be dOing so. 

- 9 




NEW 5 ...... 

};'inal confirmation of the' General Frin 
cipies a~d statutes of the World Fede:: 
ration, 

!lany of you will remember that, after 
the 1967 Congress, the Holy See confi.!: 
med the nev( General Principles and sta 
tutes ad eA"Perimentulll for a period of 
three years. 'That" 'period now beine 
ended,theSecretariat of State', on 31 
r,1ay 1911, gave us, confirmatior. of the':" 
se' texts with the following alllendments 
agreed at,the Congress of Santo DO!:lin­
goo : 

Text of N° 14 (para 2) as voted , 

"The. assistant of che group ordinarily 

takes part, in the life ,of the" group; 

he is principally responsible for che 

Christian development of>the group and 

helps the members to discover the ways 

of God. In virtue of the 'mission given 

him by the hierarchy. 'whose authority 

he represents, he also has special re 

sponsibili ties ,:for doctrinal and pasto , 

ral concerns and for the harmony prop:: 

eT to a Christian community." 


Text of" N°, 21, as voted, 

"The aSSistant of a group is a priest; 

in special cases the competent authori 

ty may' assign this, function of assis:: 

tant to' any other qualified person. 


"The group may propose one or more' per­
'sons, but approval is reserved to the 
,coI:lpetentauthority." 

Amendments to Arts. 9 and 12 of the 
statutes :, 
to change from five to three years the 
time f'or 'the' meeting: of the General 
Council and the term of 'office of the 
members of' the Executive Council. 

- 10 



THE IGNATIAH PEHSPECTIVE * 

by J. C. FUTRr:LL 

A 1.1ODEL pbR T.OJ;JA'Y 

Using the. Ignatian perspective on community as a modeJ"it 
is possible to shed sone light on the problen u!1!tre ensemble,.mal 
gre tout." today. The readers are invited tor'3flect, upon "heir 
own situations according to this model. Employing a contemporary, 
phenomenological vocabulary, I shall apply the Ignatia.'1 perspec­

·tive here only to the situation of ,a religious COrl\.1'lltUlity. 

Ignatius pOints out'that the communion to :be embodied in the 
co=ityof the Company of Jesus is grounded in the personal 16­
ve of ,Goli of each individual member. 'l'his means. that the persons 
forming a religious . communi tyarebroueht togethel' because each 
one discovers his own life-response t.o· God, 'his "personal i'denti_ 
ty" in Christ. in the same 'communi ty vocation. fJ:tiy person who dis­
covers his personal identity does so through discerning within 
the experiences of his. life, which make up":his total s@lf-aware­
ness,', an energing pattern; an u-11.derlyine thread. ,of continuit'y, 

. which enables him to see that he win bring integration, to.his 
personality ,and meaning and value to his being in the world 
through the cOlllmi t..'I1ent of his whole life .to realising this mean­
ing .and this, value. The discovery of pers.onalidenti t;f is commit­
~ tocreatingtltis ide:ntity through cre,ative fidelity;' 

, A Christian discovers his personalidenti ty in, Christ J 

through discerning ,wi tllin his own fai th:"experience of JesusChrist 
a cert.ain call, a.specifi~ "charism", 1;owhic11 he responds by bO,!!! 
mi ttfug his entire life to th.e embodiment of this oharisL1 in spa­
ceand time. To. be a Christian at· all, is to respond 'to a. personal 
experience 'in' faith of' the person of .JeS1.1S Christ. 'It if; the .sha­
re'd experience of ,the one spirit, of t,he Risen Jesus 'l'lhich is the 
communion 0'1: the People ot God, embodied in space and time in the 
human commun:i.ty which is the Church. 

But wi thi11 the Church, there are avariety ofcharisl:ls for 
the, service 'of the whole' People 'of' God. Eac·h· individual Christian' 

* Third. part and end of the artiolewhich appeared in Christus18 
(1971)n.69, cf. Progressio, March and nay 1971, The Ignatian Per 
spective. -11 
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has his Olfffi, unique, fai i;h-experience of God in J esusGhrisi; ,be_ 
cause each individual is a unique person with his .ol'ln irreplacea,.. 
ble se1fhood, his own totally personal self-awareness. Although 
persons are joined together in communion through a shared, oommon 
experience, thi<l ver';! experience in its personal c.omplexi ty is 
Uo'1ique in each individual' sown self-awareness. , 

Thus, ,if a given person sharing with all Christians the 
fa;th-experience of the Spirit of the Risen Jesus is aware of ce£: 
tain elements wi thin his 01'ln awareness of this e'xperience of 
Jesus, he feels simply impelled to g~ve his entire life to the 
praise of God and to praYer for the People of God. He is aware of 
being called to the contemplative life" If •. in another llerson,his 
fai th-experience gives him aviareness of other elements within this 
experience, he feelS simply impelled to give his whole life and 
all his time and'energy to trying to share the experience' of Je­
sus with other' men tlu'ough proclaiming t'l1e Good News. He is. aware 
of a.call to the apostolic life. 

A person aware of" such a call must then seek to embody his 
response in space and time. Discovery of a vocation to a particu­
lar .religious community is an experience ofRECOG1:iITION that one' 
s own individual .. response in love to ~od eobodied.in the response 
of this entire community : "l!'or the union of the members with one 
another and with ,their head,the principal bond is the love of God 
our Lord," For "all of·us share one an!! the same spirit in'our 
Lord". The,cormnunionwhichmust be embodied in a religious commu­

:.nity, then,isa'particular way of responding to the Spirit,of the 
,.personal growth in the life of ,Jesus of ,each in.dividual member of 

thecormnunity, which depends J in W!'ll, upon the depth and reality. 
Of the faith-experience of Jesus of each individual through pray­
er. 

In order to ",~tre ensemble, malgr~ tout" today, then. it is 
necessl'iry that the members of a community find ways to become 
aware of a shared experience of their profound communion'in the 
spirit, which underlies all their varieties of language and .of 
expressi6ntha,t makecommuri.ication.so difficult. Shared, sponta­
neous prayer is one effect:j.ve way toacc,o)llpl,ish'th1sshared ex­
perien.c~' of communion. Perha,ps the "qharity and in genet-al al:l 
goodnessffthat !gnatius s'aw as the means ,to help union today would 
be manifested chiefly in truly listening to others who have radi­
cally different forms of expreSSion than my own and striving to 
discover whether. there isa communion of lived, shared expert'ence 
beneath them. 

The effort of religi'ous orders 'today 'to ..~tre ense)llb1e, maJ.­
gr~ tout", concretely is 'the effort toaccol1lPlish the renewal and 
adaptation demanded.by the Church in Council. "-/hat we must do in 
our 'renewal, then, is to retUrn to the Foun.der's original expe­
rience of the Holy Spirit beneath his histor:tcal expreSSions, 
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and to clarify this visicn in the language of: our own time. 'All 
the members, of the comm'U.."li ty must gradually discover this commu­
nion in 'the spirit ~~d must make the common commitment to seek' 
together to' discern how to embody this communion in space and 
time here and now, as Ignatius of Loyola and his first com,panions 
did in the "Deliberation" of' 1~39. ' Through'corru:!WIlal discernement 
of' the Spirit it wil'l be possible to recognize the aptual ,Werd 
of God to the whole Community here ~~d now and to resrond "Yes" 
through the life and acti,cn of the whole.,unffied community, even 
when the Word of God is unexpected ~~d disconcerting, even when 
it is a call to new life throug..':\ the' Cross. 

HAVE YOU READ ••• ? 

- the _"'postolic Letter of Pope Paul VI 
'. to Cardinal Roy I on the occasion of 

the 80th anniversary of the encycli­
cal "Rerum Novarum!!, (r~ay 15, 1971) 

- the Pastoral Instruction I i'Communica 
tion ,andProgressll I published by th'€ 
Pontifical Commission for Iiiass l'iedia 
(June 4, 1971) 

Every CLC member should be familiar with th,!!. 
ae. Group discussion will produce dee:t:erre­
flection and understanding of them. 
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NEW S 

llaples, 30 Ap:ril~'2 !vIay 71 

Third Congress of the Italian National 
E:,::VY1Be'" '.:: Federation, on the ·theme: "Seeking for 

A. f'~rJ;[in,,_ our time, in the community 
perspective of. the CLC". 

Faris, 30 April - 1st M<l;Y 71 

Fifth Congress of the French 'Associa 
tion of Christian L~fe. Question for 
consideration: "Christian life - obje£, 
tives 1971 - 1974 ?" 

Liege, 9 Uay.71 

General meeting of FEBEC on the theme: 
"Prayer. as it appeal'S in the gospel". 

l'Iladrid, 21 - 22 lIIay 71 . 

National meeting of the S!lanish Feder~ 
tioh, for adults. on the question' of 
secularisation. 

Vienna, 19 - 20 .June 71 

Heeting:o,fdelegates .of the Austrian 
NatipnaLFederatton : preparati.on of 
"Deliberation, 1972" and working out 
the,programme of work. 

Walsingh~m,3l July - 7 August 71 

A,1:1nua1 S1.l.Ill!ller Course of the English 
CLii .' ~dotherson the theme: "The 
Christian and the Common .I>!arket".Irish 
and Danish ctc meI:lbers will be present 

PhiladlOlphia, 19 - 22 Aue;ust 71 
t- - '-,' '-. 

"Conven,tion 71'" of·· the US lfational Fe­
ration, on the theme: '''rowards Life ~ 
challenge and action". 

Philadelphia, 22 - 25, August 71 

Meeting of the Executive Council of 
the \'lorldFederation,with a very tight 
agenda (as usual) Details will be 
given later. 
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FRm~ "SODALITY i5:El>1TIiAliS" TO "OLe SEMINARS" . 

:Experience e;nd:j;.'volution of 
Training Session.a in C~ada 

.by !;Jonique Emmj2:J., 

The method ofeeminars.has,been very precious to us in the 
last twelve ye!l;rs. 'lixcept 'forthe>Spiritual Exercices,itis the 
instrument that seellls to hava best contrlbuted to the forpation 
of our CLC leaders, and I w01.Xld li.ke ·to share our experience with 
the re.aders of l'ro~-essio. 

During the 50's, 'we were' bro~ght into contact Y'lith rilf:W-.Y 
Priests" Ee1igio-us and lay l.e.aders in charge of Sodality goupe • 
.\vho were doing their work with Jll'ldeniable good will, bu.t vli'l;h 
little practical and theoretical knqwledge of Sodalities. Already 
overburdened with their ministry, their t,eacp,ing or their studie;:;; 
they could find . no time to dorea<li:ng or studyaboutSbdal:i,ties. 
They needed some; kind of anillllllerSion into Sodality: and we tried 
to anS1,"{er this need. 

Ourfirst selllinar, in June .1959. vms for Sisters .whom 'we 
led through an intensive pTogr£l.IU of. conference a.."'ld study .In 
spite otthe liensity of the program.). the.$isters wer~ verJ happy 
\vith their· expe.ri~nce and they asked ·us to organize-similar ses,.. 
sions for other groups •.Through the'thirt.een seminars we held that 
y.ear. we were able tc adjust our metho~ li.ttle b~r little. 

I<IETEOD 

Seminars usually tockplace on V'l8ek,..ends. The first evening, 
there ,vas ,a presentation of the seminar'!'l-'ld of "the 'participl?.nts • 
as well as· an opening talk. 1'ne following half-days were di-vio.ed 
into a45 minute talk; an hour of personal study: and a'l hour of 
exchange. On the Saturday evening, there was' either a. friendlY 
get..;togethe.r, an informal discussion 'on questions brought up .dur­
ing the day, or a communication.of experienCes • 

.The seminar ,~as based on the ,th.reefoldmetho,d of conference ­
study-exc)J.ange ~ FOZ: the study j If'1.e drew '.:frolll" the text and commen­
tary o:f"Bissaecular;i r., frC/mthe works of FatherVillaret, and 
from the series "LesCongregations ma:r:iaies dans l' Ee1.~se" ,with 
texts by Pius X!I·, Eugo Rahner, J'os:ephStierli and others. 
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'1e.ry·precise recommemdations were made for the' full success 
. of the method: - .Conditiona f·or adm.iesion: a Will to deepen the. 
characteristics and methods of the SO.dality and attendance at all 
sessions of the seminar. - Nec.essary disposition: an open mind, 
ready to discover anew or to deepen one's knowledge of Sodality. 

'- Importance of being faithful to personal study where one can 
really assimilate the subject. 

Corr.rEriTS 

The follo~ing plans of seminars give 'some idea of the su~ 
jects treated: 

Seoinar for'a s4~thesis of Sodality ~ 1961: i) History of 
Sodality. 2) Spiritllali1;y. 3) Apostolate. 4) Human :formation. 
5)Sele('1;ivity 9f members, and formation. 6) Government. 7) mee! 
ings. 8) At the service of the Church. 

, Seminar for Priest-Directors ,-1962 1) Sodality. for the 
'formation of committed Ohristians. 2) Spiritual Exercices ,source 
of spirituel and apostolic vi tality. '3)' Rule of li:fe. prolonga­
tion of the Exercices. 4) Sacraments and spiritual li:fe •. 5) Spir 
i.tllal'direction.6) Apo$tolate o"f Sodalities. 7) T.he sense of 
'the Cb.urch. 8) Humanfor:mation. 9) Government. 10) Selectivity 
and fbrmai;ion. 

Seminar for Priest-Directors - 1964: 1) The Church in the 
world of tomorrow. 2) TheOhristians we need. 3) An answer, the 
Sodality. 4) Training of members by a community life. 5)' The 
Director, an anir.lator. 6) Spiritual Exercices, source of commit­
ment. 7) The Spiritual Exercices in daily li"fe. 8) Spiritual 
EXercices arid Christian maturity. .9) The Director, a witness. 

Seminars of 1965': 1) Groups of a Living Church. ,2) Apo~ 
'Colic conr:nitment. 3) Apostolate .andcommunity life. 4) Spiri! 
uality rooted in human values. 5) Spiritual realism. 6) Spi.!: 
i tuali ty and commUni tylife. 

EVOLUTION 
After a "few years, most Sodality leaders had attendeC!. at 

least one seminar of synthesis. :r.!any afterwards organized simi 
larses'sions for their own groups. Those who had gone throu@ 
a first seminar asked for a follow.,.up and -a ..flirther:'studY, of, 'some 
aspects of their Sodality vocation. In this way VI.e were led into 
bolding.seminars on specific subjects like 'Che Spiritual Exerci­
ces, the Development of Peoples, etc. 

Our seminars were undergo:i,ng quite an evolution already, bu't 
a more profound adaptation was becoming necessary, required by 
the deep religious and social cha.llges in the world,by the Vatican 
OOuncil in .the Ghurch,and byth.e General Principles in the CLes. 
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From 1966 to 1970. we were especially busy looking ror our 
,own identi-ty:study sessions on the projects of statutes submitted 
"'0 us by RODe previous to the Gener!U Prinotples; foundati·on of 
the National Federation; preparation andfollow-ur; of the ';{orld 
r;ongress in Santo DO!lingo. At t):1esame time, the old bibliography 
~1l Sodalities was in need of updating, SO'{I€ wrote a series of 

,"Fiches" (or study guides') for CLGs., These Fiches. together with 
(,he' General Principles. the "Fuhda.f.;ental Themes" by Father Paul':' 
.lssen, 8.!"ld some publications by "Vie Chretien.'1e" in France. are 
c;.lready an intE'restirlg bibliography, from which to start. 

Last Pebr'-1.ary, the 'National Federa. tion organized a week-end 
meeting to initiate CL.c leaders' to the use of the Fiches. The 
weele-end started with a presentation of the method (Piches n 01. 
2.3) and .of itl? orientation (Mouvement d'ense.rlible. io'icbe n04). 
\t'ilen some CLC groups,'. having l'llready used the J:'iches. reported on 
their experience. .lifter this introductory I'art. the pi?trticipa:nts 
broke up L'1to smaller groups for ,four long seSSions. Each snaIl 
group ex"]?erienceit one of tl'lree Fiches (n.ll on discernuent, c.; 16 
0n apostoliC cOl:U'Jitment, n.19 on the way of life) • choose its O'l1l1 

Inethod·of work adapted to the subject, and decided how to divide· 
the time a.lloted into reflexion; prayer, study or exchange. -In 
the clo.sing plenary meeting, the groups shared the result of tiieir 
work. 	 ' , 

In !liay. the CI..c groups in Quebec City. wishing to come toa 
better knowledge of the new visage of 'OLe ,held 9"session,in which 
they 'approached four main subjects with the conference-study'::ex­

: 	change r.lethod. They' used the General Principles and ,.the c"F'unda­
mental Themes"as biblioe;raphy on: l)Tne Purpose· and End,of'CiGs; 
2) Their Essential Characteristics; 3)' Their Way of Living; . 4) 
The Spiritual Exercices. At the endo:f. thi.smeeting, an older':'me!!! 
ber said .hoVi happy he was t'o have thus ,studied theGen~ral Pri!}ci 
ples:~IWe think' we 1010'1'1 all that and,· through more study , we diE. 
c.ov.er ·we still have lll'Jcch to learn 8.'1d to Iive! Ii 

At the beginning of the 70's •. our membership being lll'.I.ch,less 
numerous, there is. no question of organizing dozens ofsemmars 
every year. But we beJ,ieve the'method of intensive' sessions for 
training CLC leaders is always upto,date. We do intend to ,conti 
nue us.ing it. adapting i tto the real needs ofCLcsof today.,.<~-

Centre Leunis 
. 4100, ELv.de VendOme 
1,10ntrea.l 260, P.Q. 
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