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'{1ce~Ass stant

hppoxntment of a new 2001351astlcaln

‘Wé‘éré'glad'%o welcome the official

nominetion of Fr.Nicholas RIEMAN sj
as Ecclesiastical Vice-Assistant of
the World Pederation of Christian
Life Communities.

The members of the Executive Coun
¢il were unsnimous - that Fr Riemsan
was the right choice. So the Presi-
dent .of the Council asked Fr,ARRUFE
Jesuit General, to consider him as
a candiate. Fr. General was pleased
to do this, and, on iay 31, 1971,
nominated him as president of the
Central Jesyit. Secretariate. Accord
ing to the Statutes of the .Wo¥ld
Federatlon, this = means he also be
comes Eeclesiastical Vlce-3351stant
of tbe World ?ederatlon.

Vr Eleman is detained in USA on var

‘ious prior engagements -and will ‘be

with us in Rome by September. - As

‘promotor -of the GLC in the province

of Detroit, he is kmown for his sol
id experience of the Christian Life
Communities end his deep understand
ing of the Spiritual Exercices.
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‘,st1mu1at= our braups" writes an ecn1951astlcal assistant from .
Far Fast in a letter .received this-morning, Tenewing his airmail”

2D OUR BRADLRS

'j’h;ts page, dear frisnds, 'is-infended for each of you
nersanallg. e hope . to draw us  all closer together by sharlng_
with you our thoughts about our projects  end our concerns - and
above all, by asking yow fer your onim.cmu.

«“PBO‘GB:BSSEO goes o s_itx’syesix countries in five conti-
nents. LHost who read it seem 1o be in national or logal positions

‘of respomsibiity in CLC, priests and laity. It alse attains a
umper of "sympathising resaderst. - Hembers -of groups  do not seem -

to ¥mow it so well, -although, in the last two months (April and

ey} we have had 267 new subscriptidns. This is encouraging -and .

seems to indieate our reaﬁarsn&n is ovenlng out.,. =~ . a

"I find SAn it nlentJ of matnrlal and 1nsp1rat10n 1o
he

subsgription, Decumentatlon,, inegpiration, stipulatien:.. those ©

.cerivzinly seem the services anyone shoula be- able to expect from

PROGRESSIO wr.d we feel they sum up Sur main aim,
Decumentatlon neans - vlvvrf news, information about the -
life of our greups, their progressytheir research, their aet1v1tf.

It also implies reflecting in our choice of ouOJects and informa—

tion the sctual situation in which .Cur members are living.Inspira
tion means providing ‘points for reflection, to remind us of the
unigueness and special nature of our voeation in the Christian Ii
fe Communities, . and all this azdds wup to stimulation, through our

readership in sixty-six countries, of the desire to llve in union
with Christ sccording to the vocation of service +to which he has
called us. -

I view of this, * we might spend a few moments defining .

our zoal. It has been developing progressively - the working out
of the General Principles' and the various resolutions of General
Councils mark utares in this development of an experience, and in

Jrecognlslng on what it is founded--tbe formation of the whole man

in the school of the Spiritual Exercices; '=the €xpérience of .com



http:t9.d:ra~.us

munify life which stimlates us 3o be faithiul to Christ and ekeg
cise .our sense. of discernment 56 we can serve better; -—an aposto
lic life based on -being aware of the most pressing needs - sunmed
up pince our 1967 Congrsss as “the development of the whole man
and of all men". This is the way our Commnities are following,
and PROGRESSIO wants to accompany them on it, serving as a forum
for the initiatives. taken in the different countries and conti
nen*s, respecting the evolution and the crxglnalltg of the expe-
riences, ’

It is there that your suggestions would help us., Would
you send your»answers to “the f0110wing questions ?
Whlch CLC toylns best sult  your. needs ?
~ {formation of members,, 1ifé of -the group,
outward—looklngness and service, retreats,
ces &C,) ‘ :

* yhat experiénce of your country (local or
" national) would interest all our readers 7

* On which current question should PROGHES- -
SIO provide peints for reflection in the
coming months ? DR .

The Executive Council are anxious to make PHOGRESSIC s reflection
of our whole movement axd an instrument of service to iV, They
will be'very grateful - for the time you devote to answering these
questlons, and hope you will send: them . in quickly. They are confi
“dent. all our members vrealise the berd that unites them ané the
work .. thar must be done, - and they hope. for a deluge of - letters.
-Bach'will be a gesture of . concrete cooperatlon whlch will: beneflt;
all our members.

, PROGRESSIO



http:sw;IDl.ed

- THE CHRISTIAN LIFE CGMHUNITY and the MOWEMENT TOWARDS COMBMUNITY
. ’ ‘ © by José Luls VELASCO

THE CONCRETE WISSION of CIC in this MOVEMENT TOWARDS COMMUNITY

Finally, we must not forget that, having experienced the in-
fluence of cowmunity life in CIC, our movement has special charac
teristics which differentiste it from "typical basic communities?

~-If these differences impede our renewal they are merely negative;
but they can be positive if they mean avoiding certain dangers
" and becoming a means of dxalogue between basic communities and
the hierarchicel Church. :
5 : i .

The chief dengers. to avoid are: becoming a set” of illuminist
ghettos; becoming so radical politiecally that the 1lifé of faith
and prayer is abandoned;constantly challenglng the hierarchy.As a’
" concrete example of guide-lines for living a . community life in
CLC, I am going to quote what was ssid at the last national méet-

- ing of my federation, -C.E.M.I. of Spain.The guotation deals with -
- & particular problem with special peculiarities - partlcularly na
tional trends and the fact that most of the members are of bour—.
geois origin, Nor is the thought fully developed.But I hope that,

based on actual experience as. it is, it may be useful.

The communlty we descrlbe can he called a Group of Christian .
Reference. It is 'a reference group in the sense that, while it may
offer a few general hints,it deals: with a particular aspect of 1i
fe, Nor is it & natural group or a complete group. It does not 1n
clude{or pretend to 1n01ude)all the life~plans of the individual,
It enly modlfles, orlentates, anxmates ‘his action and prov1des
" constent opportunities for self~exam1nat10n before God, a contin-
ual reference point for renewing and promoting Chrlstman action .
The reference group is one to which we are led by actlon in  the
world ‘and which one leaves to return to work in the WOrld It is
& group which makes total demends on its members because’ of this
Christian reference point. A4s a Christian group, it is distin
guished by a strong sense of what is finally aimed at:the worshlp
of God, the w1tness and proclamation. of the Word, sharing in the
building up of the Xingdonm (1). :

*  This is a continuation of an artlcle which p; eared in I Prog-
ressio, May 1971, n®3, Christian Tife Foandnlty and the wove-

_ ment towards community.
{1} In other words, %to share fully in the prlestly, proyhetlc and
- royal functions of Christ, accordln to the ideas of Lumen Gen-
tium. -5
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o L L&Ch communlty should be ‘at the . same: time a'communlty of
o . Christien reference and {where there is group action) a communlty
 of Christisn action, It should not, -however, seek for actions in
order tc unite the commnnlty, common actlon w111 only arlse when

(it ig really of service to men,

. CHARACTERISTICS of this COMMUNITY OF CHRISTTAN REFERENCE

It is ) ) . . : S
1) POOR \ - o T ‘ -
~ Phis is urgent " and necessary in faithfulness to -the gospel
. and the witness -of the Church, . especzally where the Church -is
- 5111l linked to the rich and powerful ‘How can we, as individuals
or a group, in ocur own sitnation, becoms pocr? {(We have 1o dlstxn

gulsk here between communlty poverty and a communlty of poor 1ndl
viduals).

The communlty of" Chrlsulan reference to which we speak, 1f it
is 1o be a poor community, will.lead each of its. members o ausue
‘rity and the strlpplng awgy of superflultles. The poor COﬁyunlty
will be. a commnity -of people who dim to be available and gener
ous; it will be an austére community; asklng the normal Christian
means .of austerity. It will be.a comaunity of support for all -in

\hosnlta11ty, ‘in helnlng its-own members. in need. It will be a com
munity of welcome - and a communlt that makes demands on its meg
. bers. : o 7

The ¢Ommunityiwill~lead its members to lead a poor life; and
o will become a community of poor individuals,. It is not & gues-
tion of consecrating part of one's life to poverty, or a part of
‘one%s money or one's work <but of vutulng orie's. whole life at the

-~serv1ce of others.‘~’ .

“Some are already esuabllsned in a s1tuat10n of- belng engaged
in a Jjob within an- injust system.. ‘The ideg of “eoming out of
oné's class" is one mot to be taken llghtly- it cammot bé done in
a.day: it is a dlfflcult,'palnful long process.0ne must start by

. having an uneasy conscience about one's milieu,as a practlcel way
in tHe short term; of challenging it by onefs witness. Going out
~of onets class is risky, too-it .involves one ts wife and children,
there are family fies of ‘all sorts. Hot all anyway find themsel

" ves confronted w1th this choice.

We find the Key in Iiving acnordlnb %o the gospel, “Coming
out of cne's class" shoyld not be a lavorious, artificial affair.
If we life'our Christianity, the ruling .class will soon force us
out of it. UNor is it neces=ar11y a guestion of léaving one's job -

‘,(althouvh some situations might demand this), It is rather a nat
ter of putting one's job and one's whole life at the serv1ce of
others, This is povertg as a means of bringing about a pore just
scc1ety, and maklng one's whole llfe revolve round thls.

- 6
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Ty . Servxce, poverty, 1nvolvement should go together. We are not
‘talking - of being poor in the’ senge 0of having nothxng, but of a

“whole life of service, If we commit our lives o bringing about T

;_a better human soclety, thig will force us to be poor. .-

0bv10usly,any0ne taklng this~ path of .poverty - 1nvolvement -
for a long. periocd- will need a good deal of support from the whole
communlty. .

2) INVOLVBD

A communl_y of the 1nvolved Involvement is the preliminary

to poverty and, in a way, it leads to it. Putting one's whéle 1li-

. fe at risk to obtain a better society, putting all one's'life as

the service of men - this will make oné poor-im time, in money...

For us, it follows from the gospel, but we must realise we cannot -

a6 it all by Ourselves- we rieed the help of God, Real evangellcal

~poverty, means puttlng the whqle of one's llfe, always, at’ the
- 'service of others.

x

One 1mportant agspect -of 1nvolvement is to take our own jobs

“seriously: Ohe's work is a very fundamental thlng,but the kind of
‘work may change. One has consfantly to be’ asking oneself: who is
benefiting from my work -this or that kind of person 7 a dominant

~¢lass 7.In most cases, we shall probably find eur work is social-
"1y productive, but the first step is to be aware of the need to
ask the guestion, and to see how 1mportant it 1s. :

. Trying to 11nk one's Job to a changlng soc1ety, seeklng out'
‘hew relationships in one's work, This attltude (whlch 1mp11es ine-
volvement) is always necessary. . S

. The most urgent partlcular aspects of thls 1nvolvement are
the political arena, the ared of study, the need to cultivate a
_professional . conscience. - In all -these, we have to work: with.a
‘strong sense of the injustice of the soeial structures, and it is
important to know the techniques, the "rules of ‘the. game" -~ other
wise one may work with great goodw1ll but one w1ll be beatlng the
) axr, like a flsh out of water...'

. Collaboratlon 1n our 1n3ust soclety.... how far should one
aecept responsability for the injustice £ ~.One must - dlstlngulsh~

. between accepting it in polltlcal matters {where one is moré com- .

_promised with the system) and in- technical matters  (where the .
collaboration is not s0 great) ‘To- break with ‘the. system. If this

. is not p0351ble, at.least to be consc1ous of one's collaboration :
wzth it., . o s . )

How can one comblne living 1naide the system in one's job

i

‘and llVlng outside it in other agpects of llfe ? “he communlty 8

‘role is very 1mportant in worklng thls out. L

: Possible ways of action and life out31de the system '§
~ The communlty needs this, and seeks it out, as a commumity;
|~ Seeking new relatzonshlps within one's Job, nore in accordance
with a Jjust °oc1ety, w1th a view-1o pav1ng the way for a new €9
c1etJ, : X ) ’ -7




4r$ - ?eallslngfathn rieans | tnat carr n,luence'people" publlcaﬁions,j;“

films, conferences, dlscu551on Eroups;

- ~.In CLC, forming and preparing people for the 1dea of a- real 50—

116&r1tv as the chlef derlng force o‘ ‘society.

;hese are only a few possible ways. Each 1nd1v1dual muist see
what best suits him in this situation, spurred on by hls sense of

. urgency. h

,3) IN THE WORD OF GOD AND Thﬁ BUC%ARIST

Creatlng a system which' makes it eas1er to brlng about a com
mmity based on the Word of God ‘end finding the rlght means to
build such .a system. . . .

4 community of faith in the Word: of God, ’Communal.discbvery

. and’ common sharing of the fruits of the Word, i spirit‘qf faith

as a ‘bagic element in our sPlrltualzt;. Praternal correction in
tne scrlptural ‘context, - .

COEmunlty in the’ breakxng of bread and communal delébration

.of the Bucharist.Bxchanging the szgn of peace with one's brethern
‘Reallslng our real role. ’

~  In doing all this we- exer01se our prlestly functlons as 1nd1
viduals and -as.a community. ‘

. These principles should lead us to

a) ‘an 1nten81flcat10n of common prayer, - L
b) an 1nten§1f1cat10n of private prayer ~ the prayer of members

of a community even when.they are dlspersed -~ and who will be
.able to enrich their. communlty prayer when they come . together
.agaln* ’
e) A ”e-thlnklng of the T‘1.zc,~heur~:1.s1: in al1 its:differént aspects,
which themselves make up a summary of the Christian life : com
munlon, sacrlflce, offerxng, word, prayer, forgiveness., .

The 1mportance of a llturglcal formatlon ‘which fits in to
the life of the Church and, in consequence, ‘to the life of our
own commmnity. The importance, also, of biblical formation. These

© _two kinds of formation could be undertakan together but, howsver

one does it, it is not so easy.

The careful preparatlon of retreats, other spirltual exercl—

‘ses and other ‘1turglcal and rellglous ctlons.k

45 OPEN

‘Never a closed communlty. Every communlty, as a szgn of uni-
ty and love, is 2 sign of progress, - although it can cease to be

. this if it does not base. its. openness on love., We should not set

up an "elite", Anyone should be able-to come to us and be at home
1n our communlty. - S

,s

e




5) PLUWALIST : ) oL ) ) : S Ce
leferent trards of thought can co-exist in the same group. -

Relationships and exchanges of view should exist inside and out--
side CLC {with workers, professionals, university people) and in-
side  and outside the Church (interested groups of all other ty -
‘pes). L : ) . - o

" Freedom of development of each group or community, with its
own characteristics which can enrich the whole. Rejection of any
"ideological monopoly"; the need for different tendencies, aris-
ing from dlfferent 1deolog1es and backgrounds {geographical, so-
01al} etc. ‘ ‘

6) FORIED

Serious study of the beckground is necessary in. the liturgy,
bible,thebiogy. Formation is necessary, too, in professional com~
' peterice, and in the spprediation of the need for community. With-.
in CLC, meetings might be held for members of .a particular profes
sion, to examine its human aspects, the renewal of soclety, - the
bulldlng of a new world, the Christian sense existing in the pro-
fession, its efflcacy,the 1mportance the prcfe331on has in. regardf
to the needs of the country. e

7) OPENNESS TOpKEW'NEEDS
in attentive eye to new needs. The supremecy-of life and the
hew problems. which are arising, .as .compared to the institution
and the jurldlcal order. C . C ' :

8) DEMANDIHG ,,7' - o
' The same. demands for all members. '

) INS;ITUTION&LTSED

- A real understandzng of this; as39351ng the 1mportance of the
“institution and the organlsatlon. ne-appralsal of means,sieps; use
of authorlty. : o o , ‘

10)° ?“FLGTIVV AND VISIBLE ' R o , o

-A w;tness to love and. 31gn of salvatlon. If we take a stand,
we should be seen to be d01ng so, - ) . ] L




=10

Pinal confirmation of the General Prin
ciples end Statutes of the World ?ede—
ration, :

Hany of you will remember that, after -
the 1967 Congress, the Holy See confir

ned the new General Principles ang Stg
~tutes ad exnerimentum for a period of

three years. Thal" “periocd now being
ended, ‘the Secreuarlat of Stat e, on 31
Hay 1971, gave us confirmation of the-
se Pexts with the following amendments
agreed at- the Congress ef Santo Domln

go ¢

Text of N° 14 (para 2) as voted :

uThe: assistant of the group ordinarily
takes part in the 1life - of the group;
he is- prlnclpallJ responsible for the,

~ Christian development of:the group and

helps the menmbérs to discover the ways
of God. In virtue of the mission given
him by the Y hierarchy, - whose ‘authority
he represents; he also has special re
spoensibilities for doctrinal and pasto¢~
ral concerns end for the harmony prop~
er to a Christian community.” I

Text’ of o 21, as voted.

“The . a551stant of a group is a. prlest~

in spe01al cases the competent authori. -
-ty may assign this- funciion of assis-

tant - to any othier gualified person.

-The group may propose one or more’ per-
“-sons, but’ approval 1s “eserved to the
.competent authority.’

Amendments  to Arts. 9 and 12 of the
Statutes : ..
to change from flve to three rears tbe

time for ‘the meeting of the General

Council and the term of office of the:

‘members of the Executive Council,




THE IGNATIAN PERSPECTIVE » '

by J4.C. FUT TRELL

A HODEL FOR TODAY .~ .. - .

Using the Ignatian perspective on community as a model, ‘it
,is possible to shed some light on the proolem “Btre ensemble, mal
‘gré tout" today. The readers are invited to- reflect, upon their
own sitvations according to this model. Employing a contamporﬁry,
vhencmenological vocabulary, I shall apply the Ignatisn perspecs
~-tive here only to the situation of a religious community.
Ignatius points out-that the communion to be embodied in the
" commmnity of the Company of Jesus is grounded in ‘the personal 14—
ve of God of each individual member. This means that the persins
- forming a religious community are brought together because 'each
_one discovers his own life-reésponsé to God, his "personal identi-
ty" in Christ. in the same .community vocation, Ary person who dis-
covers  his personal identity does so through discerning .within
- the experiences of his life, which make up 'hie totzl sélf-aware-
ness, . &n emerging pattern, an underlying threed . of continuity,
-which enables him -to see . that he will bring 1ntegrat10n t0 .his
personality and meaning and value to his being in the world
through the colunitment of his whole life to realising this mean-
ing and this value. The dlsCovery of persona’ ddentity is commit-
zent to creatxng ‘this 1dent1ty hrough creatlve fzdelltj.

"A Chrlstlap dlscovers “his personal idertity in , Christ,
through discerning within his own fai h-experleﬂce of JecusChrlst
& certain call, a -specific “"charism™, to which he respends by com’

mitting his entlre life to the embodlment of this charism in spa-

‘ce .and %ime.. To be & Christian at-all,is to respond,to a personal .

experience. in faith of the person of Jesus Christ, It is theVsha~

red experience’ of the one spirit, of the Risen ‘Jesus which is th
cormunion of the People of God, embodled in space and tlme in the
human- communltj whlch is the Churc“.

But w1tn1n the Church there are a varlety of charl@ms - forA
the. service of the vhole People of God - Bach- individual Cﬁrlstlan

* ”hl*d }arf and end of the artlcle wh;ck ap peareu in qulstus 18
{1971) n.69, cf. Progr8551o, Larpu and llay 1571, The Ignatian Per

spective, _ 11 -
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"has his own, unique faith-experience of God in Jesus Christ, be-
cause . each individual is a unique person with his own . 1r”eplacea-
" ble selfhood, his own totally personal self-awareness, Although
persons are ;oxned together in communion through a shared common
experience, this very experience in its personal comblexltJ is
unique in each 1ndlv1dua1's owm self—awareness.; ‘

Thus, if a given person sharing wzth all Christians the
faﬁth—experlence of the Spirit of the Risen Jesus is aware of cer
tain elements within his own awareness of this experience of
Jésus, he feels simply impelled to give his entire life to the
praise of God and to prayer for the People of God. He is aware of
being called to the contemplative life. If, in another person,his
faith-experience gives him awareness of other elements withinthis
experience, he feels simply impelled to give his whole life and

~all his time and energy to trying to share the experience” of Je-
sus with other men. through proclaiming the Good News He is aware
of & call to the apostollc life. -

A~person'aware of such a call must then seek to embody his
response in space and time, Discovery of a vocation to a particu-~
- lar religious community is an experience of RECOGNITION that one' -
g own individual response in love to God embodied in the response
- of this entire community : "For the.union of the members with one
another and with ‘their head,the principal bond is the love of God
our Lord." - For "all of us share one and the same spirit in our
- Lord", The .communion which must be embodied in a religious cémmu-
;. nity, then,is a particular way of responding to the Spirit,of the
. personal growth in the life of Jesus of .each individual member of
the community, which depends, in turn, upon the depth and reality
“.of the faith~experierice of Jesus of each “individual through pray-
er. - K ‘ e ) T :
In order to "8tre ensemble, malgré tout" today, then, it is
’ necessary that the members of a commnity find ways-to ‘become
aware of a shared experience of their profound commmion in - the.
Spirit, which underiies 'all their varieties of leanguage and of
‘expression that make communication o difficult, Shared, sponta-

. neous prayer is - one effective way to accomplzsh ‘this shared ex-

- perience of communion. Perhsps the "Gharity and in general all

goodness"that Ignatius Saw as the means 1o help union todey would

be manifested chiefly in truly listening to others who have radi-
cally different forms of expression than my own and striving to

discover whether there is a comminion of lived, shared experience

beneath them. .

The effort of religibﬁs;ofders today to "Btre enéemble, mal-
“gré tout*, concretely is the effort to accomplish the renewal and
" adaptation demanded by the Church in Council, #hat we must do in

our. renewal, then, is. to return to.the Founder's orlglnal expe- g
rience of the ﬂoly Splrlt beneath his hlstorlcal expr9381ons,;‘

- 12
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and to clarify’ thls visicn in tqe ‘language of our own time. “All ;’
‘the members of the community must gradually discover *this commu-
nion in the spirit and must make the common commitment to seek -
together to discern how to embody this communion in ‘space and
time here and now, as Ignatius of IToyold and his first companions
did in the "Deliberation" of 1539. Through communal discernement
of the Spirit it will be possible to recognize the actual Word
of God to the whole Community here and now and to respornd “"Yes"™
through the life and zction of the whole.amified community, even
when the Word of God is unexpected and disconcerting, even when
it is 2 call %o new life through the Cross. ’

: HAVE YOU READ...? .

- the Apostolic. Letter of Pope Paul VI
"to Cmrdinal Roy, on the occasion of
the 80th anniversary of the encycli-
cal'“Rerum Wovarum® (May 15, 1971)

- the Pastoral Instructlon, fCommunica
tion and Progress", published by the
‘Pontifical Commission for lass Leala

L (June 4, 1971).

Every CLC member should be fomiliar with the
ge. @rowp discussion will produce deerer re-
flection and understanding of them.
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Nanles, 30 Aprll - D ﬂay 71

1h1rd Congress of the Itallan Natlonal_

% . Federation, on the theme: "Seeking for
v PO gdin. . our’ time, in the community
perspective of the CIC¥, ) R

?arlslng Aprll - 18% May 71

Pifth Congress of the French Associa
tion of Christian Life. Question for
consideration: "Christisn 11fe - ongec
tlves 1971 - 1974 7" :

Tiege Hay 71

General meeting of FEBEC on the theme:
"Prayer as it appears in the gospel".

Madrld 21 - 22 Nay ?l

National meeting of the Spamish Federa
tion, for mduits, on the question of
secularlsatlon. ) : C
Vlenna, 19 - 20 June 71
' Meeting -of delegates of the . Austrian
- National. Federation : preparation of
"Deliberation 1972" -and working out
_ the programme of work,

- Wa151ngham, 31 July - ? August 71

Annual Summer Course of the Engllsh
o CLI and ~.others on thé theme : "The
Christian and the Common Market® , Irish
~ and Danish CIC members will be present

‘ PhlladelnhlaL 19 - gy Aagust 71

"Con«entlon 71w of the Us. Natlonal Fa-n
ration, on the theme: “Towards Life -
challenge and action™,

Philadelphia, 22 - 25 August 71 o
Heeting of the Executive Council of
the World Federation,with a very tight

agenda (as usual) ... Details will be

given later,
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FROM 5SODALITY SENINARS" TO “OLC SEMINARS" -

) Expefience'and‘ﬁvolution of
Training Sessiong in Cgnada-

. by Honigue BRUNEL

The method of seminars has beer very precious to us in the
last twelve years. Txcept Tor the Spirituel Bxercices, .it is the
instrumert that seems to have tést contributed +to the formation
¢f cur CILC lemders, and I wpuld like %o share our experience with
the readers of Progresalc. - L ) L 2

Buring the 50's, jwe were  brought into contact with -many

Priests, Religious and lay leaders in cherge of Scdality groups,

who. were doing their work with undeniable good will, but with

“1ittle practical and theoretical knowledge of Sodalities, . Already

overburdened with their ministry, their teaching or their studies,
they could find no time 1o do ‘rezding or study about Sodalities.
They needed soue’ klnd of ‘en 1mmersioy into Sodality and we tried
to answer th 5 need : ' o
Our firSt _seminar, jin Jume 1958, was for Slsters whor “we
led through' an intengive program of,conierence and study. In

_spite of the density of the program, the Sisters were very happy

with their experience and txey asked us to organize similar ses-

 ..sions for other groups. .Thtough the thirteen seminars we held ‘that

year, we were able te adjust our method little by little.

HETHOD o , ‘ .
Seminars usually tock place on week-ends. The first evening,
there was .a presentation of the seminarﬂand of ' the participents ,
as well as.an opening telk, The following helf-deys were . divided
into & 45 minute talk, ‘an hour of personai study and an hour of
exchange, On the Saturday evening, there was either a friendly
get~together, ~an informal discussion ‘on questions brought up Aur-—

. ing theiday, or a communicatioh;of éxpefiences.

The semlnar was based on the threefald metﬁod of conference -

study-exchange. For- the study, e drew from theé text snd commen-

Ctary of mBis sseculariv, from the works of Pather Villaret, and

from the series "Les Congrégations mariales dans 1'Bglise" with
texts by Pius ¥II, Hugo Rehner, Joseph Stierli and others.
: B | - ' : So-1s
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Yery precise recommemdations were made for the full success

. of the method: - _Conditions for admission:  a will to deepen the.
characteristics and methods of the SOdallty and att attendance at all
sessions of the seminar. - mecessary'dlsp081t10n- . an open mlnd
ready to discover anevw . or to deepsn one's knowledge of Sodality.
- Importance of being falthful to personal study where one can
really 3351m11&te the subgeet

CONTENTS

The following plans "of seminars give some idea*‘of the'sug
jects treated- : ’

Seminar for 2 synthesis of Sodali*y — 1961 1) ‘History of

Sodallty. 2} Spirituality. 3) Apostolate. 4) -Humen formation.

- 5) Selectivity of members and formation. 6) Government. 7) HNeet
ings. 8) At the service of the Church. '

\Seminar for. Priest»Directbrs eALBSQ s 1) SodalityA’for’the
formation of committed Christians. 2) Spiritual Exercices,source
of spiritual and apostolic vitality. '3) Rule of life. prolonga-

' .%ion of the Exercices., 4) Sacraments and spiritual life. 5). Spir

. itual direction. 6) Apostolate of Sodalities. 7) The sense of
‘the- Church, 8) Human formation, ' 9) Government, 10) Select1v1+y
~and formation.! :

Seminar for Priest-Directors — 1964 : 1) The'Church Cin the
world of tomorrow. .2) The Christians we need. 3) An answer, the
. Sodality. 4) Training of members by & community life.. 5)° The
Director, an animator. 6) Spiritual Exercices, source of commit—
-ment., 7) The Spiritual Exercices in daily 1life. . 8) Spiritual
Exercices and Christian maturity. 8) The Director, a witness,

Seminars of 1965 & 1) Groups of a Living Church. .2} Apos
“%olic  compitment. 3) Apostolate and commumnity life. 4) Spirit
-uality rooted in human values. 5) Spiritual realism, 6) Spir

ituality and community life. ) :

TEVOLUTION B ‘

‘After a few years, most Sodality leaders had attended at
least one seminar of synthesis., Many afterwards ocrganiged simi
.~ lar sessions for their ..own groups., Those who h#d gone through
a first seminar asked for a follow-up and s further-study, of. some
aspects of their Sodality vocation. In this way we were led into
holding seminars on’' specific subjects llke the Spiritual Exerci—-
ces, the Development of Peoples, etc.

Our seminars were underg01ng gquite an evolution already, but
a more profound adaptation was becoming necessary, required by
the deep religious and social changes in the world,by the Vatican
Gouncil in the Ghurch, and by the General Prinmciples in the CLCs.

- 16
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From 1966 to 1970, we were especially busy looking for our
-own identity:study sessions on xhe projects of statutes subnitted
o us by Rome previocus to the General Prineiples; foundation of
the National Federation; preparation and follow-ur of the World
Congress in Santo Domingo, At the same time, the old bibA¢ograpny
on Sedalities was in need of updating, so we wrote a series of
“Fiches® {(or study guides)} for CLCs. These Fiches, together with
the General Principles, the YFundamental Themes" by Fathér Paull
issen,  and scome publications by "Vie Chrétienne" in Prance, are
slready an intereuulﬁg 9¢b1ﬂ03rauby from which to start .

Last Pebruary, the Wational Federation organized & week-en
meeting to initiate CLC leaders to the use o0f the Fiches, The
week-end stsarted with a presentation of- the method {TlC@Qa nl,
2, 3) and of its orientation {louvement d'ensemble, Piche n°4),
Then some CIC zroups,. having slready used the ¥iches, reported on
their experience. After this iniroductory part, the participants
broke up into smaller groups for four long sessions, Hach small
group experisnced one of three Piches (1,11 on fiscernment, n, 18
¢n spostolic commitment, n.19 on the way of life), choose its own
hmethod of work adapted to the subject, and decided how %o lelde'
the timé allot ed into reflexion, prayer, ‘study or exchange, “In
the closing plenary meeting,the groups shared the result of their
WOrX. : . Co o

In ¥ay, the CIC groups in Quedec City, wishing to comeé to a
better knowledge -of the new visage of CiC,held 8 session-in wh;ch
tney approached four msin sub3ects  with the conference-sgudgmexf

- change nethod. They used the General Principles and the."Funda- -
zental Themes" ‘as bibliography on: 1)The Purpose and Eha of CT =H
2) Their Essential Characteristics; 3) * Their Way of LlVlng' 43
The Spiritual Exercices. At the snd of *this. meeﬁlng, an older hen
ber said how heppy he was to have thus studled the -General Prlncl
ples: "Ye think we know all that ard, through nore stady, wa dlS
‘cover we still have much tc 1earr and to 1¢ve'“

At the ‘beginning of the ?O‘s, our &embersblp b81ng muchiless
Aumerous, there is 1o question of organizing dozens of seminars
-every year. But we believe ' the method of intensive sessions for
training CLC leaders is always up to date. We db Lnténd %o contl
nue uSLnb it, adaptlns it to the real needs of - CLCs of todaj. B

P S S " . Centre Leunis
o s 14100, av. de Vendﬁme
Monuréal 260, P.Q.
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At the requést of several,readers and
in order to permit all a deeper and
. solid. reflexion on the "development
“of the whole man znd of .all men", -
through reading a serious book, we pu
blish heére a bibliography . prepared.
for this purpose by Fr. J&ND s.j., of
the Pontlflcal Ccmm1951on Justlce and
‘4~Peace. -
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wToday more than ever, %the Word of God. . .
carmot be announced .axd understodd if
it is not accompanied by the testimony
ing force of the Holy Spirit, working
in  the action of christians who are
- serving - their brethern . there -where. - -~ ..
- their existence " and ~ their future are. )
involvedr. : ’ '

Apostolic  Letter of Paul VI s "
80th anniversary of Rerum Novarun




