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PRO G'RcE S S I~O 

.. offers. a "charger"· for reflect{on9n z:-ea1":' 
lifes\1bjects to stimulate our personal 

. study and group exchange 

- publishes articles or documents essential. 
for the comprehension and de~pening of the 
spirituality of the CLC 

- sets forth the significant experiences of 
the life and activity of our communities 

- draws together diverse people. bypresenta­
tionof a country and its communities. 

P R OGRE S S I 0 

wishes to be the expression of a universal 
and apostolic community.Its projects concerns 
us ALL. 

The' time has come .to uni"tie our efforts in or-, 
der to diffuse it,more widely.· 

so ••• What sho~d be done ? 

- Could each reader find a new subscription, 
or better yet, several? 

- Could each reader inform· the editor of the 
names and addresses of interested persons ? 

PR 0 G,R E S S I 0 

counts on the support of its readers to ena­
ble it to achieve a substantial growth in its 
diffusfon. 
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APOSTOLIC OBJECTIVE OF THE CLC: 

" DEVELOPMENT " 

It is a pleasure for me to reestablish this contact with all 
of you, brothers in the CLC. I had alreadygro\vu to know and ap­
preciate you through the delegates of the federations of~hedif­
ferent countries of the world at the world congress held at'Santo 
Domingo last August. Since you had chosen these delegates, they 
reflected what you yourselves are; I am assured then that you, 
like them, are deeply cOIfcerned with the problems of development 
in its fullest sense. Although,at Santo Domingo, it was not possi· 
ble to pose the question,you recall that 'at the time of the world, 
congress of the lay apostolate in 1967, the World Federation of, 
the CLC took. as its communal and primary objective the .participa­
t10n in. the offensive for development. 

Itis from the vantage point of this· decisio.n <that I would 
like to share some reflections with you. We now know better the 
difficulties' to be overcome. The gravity of the problem has begun 
to grip the conscience of the masses, but this new awareness is 
only the first step. We must press oni.for Pope Paui, the inter­
national organizations, world experts, economists ,and theologians' 
are unanimous in affirming the growing gravity of .the instability 
of the situation, in pointing out the causes and:ln launching an 
urgent call to action to all Christians,' to all men. 

Speaking for the Justice and Peace Commission, Cardinal Mau.... 
rice Roy said'recently: "If the decade (of develop)nent). on whose 
threshold we finCl ourselves, does not serve to reverse the march­
ing orders and to fill up the abyss which daily separates more 
profoUndly the rich from. the poor, within the different.societies 
as well as throughout the world, one can only refuse to believe 
1;hat humanity will arrive in peace at the end of our century, 'al­
ready so torn.apart". 

An ever-growing number of UN. .experts say that the guiding 
ideas of the 'first decade of development. (1960-70) -- need of fi­
nancial assistance and. the necessity of more generous trade agre,! 
ments -- all these though being valuable objectives, are not e­
nough to stimulate the development of a truly humane society and 
a peaceful world. Without political and social action which would 
improve the lot of the masses and permit them to participate fUlly 
in their proper development -- or if this political and SOCial-a.!:, 
tion'is not forceful enough --.. no economic development, impor­
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tent though it is. e.an lead to 'a 
society. 

It is then more than a problem of material aid.While we were 
searching for an explanat;i.on of our lack of success and of the 
burgeoning phenomenon of disc'ontent,wefound the discourse of Mr. 
Julius Nyerere,President of.Tanzania, to a group of American mis 
sionaries: "The significant thmg..about the .division between rich 
and 'poor, and rich and poor nations~is not simply that one has 
therel;lources to provide comforts for all its citizens and the 
other cannot provide bas.ic services. The reality and the depth of 
the problem arises because ,the man who is rich has power over 
the lives' .of those who are po.or, and. the rich nation has power 
over.the policies of those who are not rich. And even more impor­
tant is that a social and economic system,'l1ationally and inter­
nationally, supportlS these divilSions, and constantly increases 
them 150 that the ,rich get ever richer and more powe:i-ful, while 
the poor get relatively ever poorer and less' able to control 
their own future". 

We are e~countering a theological and moral problem. Until 
now theological reflection has been preoccupied· principally with 
individual moral acts, but it nas not tackled the morality of col 
lective acts, national and international, which touch on 'power iii 
particular. This is one of the important alSpects 'that· theology 
has to play in itlS role alS critiC of society.Since power fulfills 
a decisive function in development,. it controls almost entirely 
the distribution of wealth. One can only hope that a just order 
would spring spontaneously from the free play of economic and po­
litical. force.s. But power does not act 'this 'flay. In practice, some 
mechanism for participation in power,some persons and some' groups 
are necessary in order to realize the indispensable m~n~mum con­
ditions for the liberatiofl and the flowering of the human person. 

The Churches have done very much and still. do much to improve 
the human condition by their works of charity and by their social 
labors. It is . right to add that the promotion, in the West, of 
the ideas oJ the person and of liberty is the work of Christiani­
ty. The moment has now come to accompany that effort by a the,olo­
gical development ,of the' concept of human liberation. Without 
thi.s', "the Churches will 'remain, ,at least 'implici tly, in the camp 
of those forces which·brake or impede development" (B!3-lasuriya, 
p. 4)-. 

Thesecibservations, shared by the leaders of nations, econo­
mists and theologians ,help to grasp the actual si..tuation and val­
ue of the Justice and Peace Commission. We are at a turning point 
in history and according to Pope Paul,the time has come for the 
Church, a specialist in humanity, with the aid of the human sci­
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ences and in the'light oft}:te GosP,el" to rethirlk' man and to :re­
vise, through :new vision;' the 'actual st;ructures of differ~n~'so­
oieties. 

This is an apostolic task,anoutstanding fOml for exerc~s~ng 
. chari ty, for which the members of CLC are especiallypreparedby 

the Spiritual Exerci~es, and by a tradition of service in the 
first' ranks of, the Church and of the world.The daring involvement 
in this collective apostolate, I am more convinc,ed, 'than ever, is 
going to be for the ctG the occasional ofa spiritual deepening 
and of , a renewal in the ways of its presence in the Church and in 
the world. We must hasten to stir the c'onscienc,e of the elite' and 
of the masses of the major implications or' this great project of 
developll!ent and we must be unrivaled in our generosity and in our 
spirit of invention in action. 

May the fCiilowing words of :Pope Paul in his message to Chris 
tians , given at r,lanilla, be adop~ed by 'the ctc as the resume of 
their program: "In imitation of Jesus Christ who ,passed by doing 
good (Act lO:38),Christians are the best friends of man and their 
faithmust inspire them to work for the sanctification of'the 
world and to take the lead' ,of that indispensable movement of fra­
ternal solidarity'which must bring to all men the satisfaction of 
their needs for food, employment, shelter, education, and the res 
ponseto tlieir aspirations for responsibility, liberty, justice: 
moral values,' in a word to a fuller humanism". ' 

+ Rene AUDET 

Ecclesiastic Assistant cK,the 

Viorld Federation of CLe. 

- 5 




AN 'IGNATIAN PERSPECTIVE 

We propose to explore in the coming issues a subject 
which is for us of particular concern: the COMMUNITY. 
Jose-Luis Velasco. in an article to appear in May,. will 
stimulate our thinking and attitudes. It has seemed im­
portant for us to begin ,in the present issue to encour­
age the :reflection of our readers on this subject by 
.reprinting, in three successive ,artiales, the study.of 
J.C. FUTRELL, entitled "The Ignatian Perspective",which 
appeared in Christus 18 (1971) nO 69, 125-133. In this 
issue: The Problem Today; to follow: The Ignatian Per­
spective and A Model For Today. ' 

(Editor's note) 

The' Problem Today 

,The whole world of men today is, in .travail searching for un­
ion in difference. All ,men' profess to desire ,peace and jW3tice 
for everyone in every nation,but we have not found ways to bring 
this desire to realiz~tion. The members of the Church, are actual­
ly deeply divided, in sp,ite of their professed communion in the 
Spirit. The efforts 'of relil:£ious congregations to acpomplish re­
newal and adaptationwi th:iri the profound unity o,f a shared charis 
matic vocation have, often re sulted in the b'reakdown of community 
or even in polarization. At a time when community is a loudly ac­
claimed ideal,there seems to bl> very little real communion of per 
sons. But no community can exist without communion. ­

Community is the embodiment in space and time of "communion" 
emiT-UNI 0 , the coming' t-ogether of human persons beCause of a 

shared vision, a common goal,an intended good which these ,persons 
wish to realize in actual li:fe. There is no such thing as communi 
tywithout communion. 

Since community is the embodiment of communion, the kind of 
community , its dynamics. it's demandS uponits members. and i,ts 
modes of realization depen<ia.bsolutely upon the depth of the com­
munien. Most persons belcCirig:to many ,collllnuni ties at once: communi­
,ties which-embody the common goals' shared wi tli all the' persons. 
The degree of commitment of one's person to each of these communi 
ties rigorously depends upDn the depth and the permanence of the 
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underlying communion which:must be embodied, through 'common,shared 
activity, This is why marriage is such a total community.: it is 
the life-time realization of ,the communion of two persons who 
have defined their whole existence by commitment of their lives ' 
to one another in mutual love. This is why,permanently vowed reli 
gious life 'is total community,becalise all the members_of a specif 
ic communi ty have discovered their own personal identi ty in Christ 
-- therneaning and value, of ,their entire' life in the world-- in 
the ,shared charism of this religious 7ommunity. 

In ol.'der to understand the unifying 'dynamics of any particu­
If!,r community "itis necessary to Clarify the quality of its under 
lying communion.Once this is clear (and only when this is clear)~ 
it is possible to begin to describe the kind .of shared activity, 
the common commitment to concrete modes of action required to em­
body this communion in human community. For, unless all the mem­
bers who' share the, communion, ,the shared vision and common goal, 
actually do commit themselves to carrying out the necessary activ 
ity in space and time to embody this communion, there can be no 
human communi ty • 

The problem of every human community, then, is above all to 
clari'fy the shared vision, the common goal, the communion which 
its members must embody in this changing world today. But to a­
chieve this clarity of communion requires cO,mmunication ,and there 
is the rub. Communication depends upon expreSSion; upon language, 
both verbal and non-ver.bal,upon signals which clearly. convey 'that 
which is intended to be Signified, upon symbols which speak and 
which jOin'persons together in common understandin~ and feeling. 

'But, as the late Paul Tillich aptly phrased i t,we live in a "land 
of broken symbols". The entire world in,which mankind lives is in 
the throes of dramatic and rapid cultural change immensely inten­
sified in its im~act by universal, instantaneous communications 
media. mankind is\suffering from profound cultural shock: the co~ 
temporaneous confrontation of radically different modes of struc­
turing experience and of expressing it. All the people in the 
world today are victims in one way or. another of a massive break­
down of language which leads, to constant misreading" of Signals, 
failure to read the meaning of what other pe:rsons do and say: and 
this results in fear and fixation and in deadly'polarization: a­
mong'nations, in politicE!l and social structures and attitudes,in 
the schools,in the f~ily,and in the Church and in religious cOA­
gregations. . 

The Church is made up of people who are just as culturally 
COnditioned by their historical circumstances in their modes of 
structuring and ,expressing Christian experience as are all men in 
structuring and expressing any human experience. If we are to re­
cover our-awareness of our shared experience of the Spirit of the 
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Risen Jesus in the Church, we must· 
.withone another across the :enormous gap created bytheconfr.onta· 
tion of 19th and. 20th century' cui tural patterns; We must find way;' 
to eXperience ·together the deep, underlying communion' that is 
sharing in the one Spirit: a.communion·which is real and true ,but 
which often is hiddenbertea;th the barriers to communication thrown 
up by very . different ways of expression, We must· learn to read 
signals which are foreign to us and to r~adwhat the other person 
means by them, rather than misreading' his signals accord:i:ngto 
what they would mean in our. own "language". We must learn to pen- . 
etrate beneath differences of expression to communion in experi­
ence. 

(to be continued) 

John CatrollFUTRELL. s.j. 

5aint~Louis'Un1versity 

The changes 'of type and format have caused 

a delay in the sending of the January issue. 

We ask our readers'kindindulgence. 
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II IILIVING DEVELOl'IdENT 

E,x p er i en c e s 

by Fred C.' LEONE 

In the January issue of l'rogressio, the first article in a 
series on development was presented. This covered some fWldamen­
tal attitUdes in the Manresa meeting. The present article contin~ 
ues.this theme of development. I would ,like to share ,some exper_ 
iences of United states Christian Life Communities. with other com 
muni ties around, the world. Other experienc.es could be presented: 
not only by me, but by many of you. 

In the few examples presented below,' there no , attempt to 
ignore the spiritual aspect. Noris there an attempt to replace 
this spiritual development with action. I take the spiritual 
growth for granted and as aprereguisite for full commitment. 

These examples take place in four different cities, from·a 
very small city to one of the largest in the world'. My purpose is 
to .show a common .thread. True, there are differences,but there.is 
a common unifying purpose. Final'ly,. we shall ask .. what is. a com-. 
mon characteristic in all qf, these which.is essential for every 
CW. 

The first city we visit is one of. 40,000 inhabttants.,It is 
not a typical town .of this size. About half of the population is 
made up of tranSients, since it is a university city. The large 
university has 20,000 students and over 2,000 faculty and staff. 
As in most oi ties ther.e isa' segment of "tu;t'IIed-off" youth. These 
youth, local reSidents of Pre-university age, do not want to be 
associated with eSi;ablished society. They are "drop_outs" from' 
school and near drop-outs. Some have committed petty crimes; sOme 
have been in jail. They are t.ough; their language is "unaccepta_ 
ble" • But, ,they are ,apart of our communi i;y, part ·of us ,and they 
do not relate to the 'community. 

Eight people saw the need. They Were committed to Christ; 
they felt a commitment as Christian citizens, to <fo something a­
bout this .real need. They knocked on doors;they spoke at many ser 
vice clubs; they had many disappointments. Several times' the~ 
changed their .course of action.. They.battled animosities; their 
motives were questioned. But, because of this commitment, they 
kept going. The conclusion: 1) a summer yout~ center for the 
"left-outs", 2) a $2000 grant (half the budget) from a local YMCA 
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3) a concern on the part of citizens, rcid 4)a~~1l &l9velopment" 
of ,these·y.9~thtowar'd CPlll!llunity iJ:1volve.J!lent. Thef;uture: 1) p~r-' 
haps Ii, permanent center, outside, :theestablishment, but supported 
by it, 2) the devel.cpment .of leaders in the ccmrmmity. and 3) a 
program of concern and aC,tion for all the youth of the city.It 
will take a great deal of prayer and work on the part .of this ~n~ 
tial group who started an experimental iJ:1terparochial CLe and who 
now have iJ:1 addition ancn-profitcorporation FOR YOUTH. 

The next cLty we visit has. 500,000 inhabitants. In one of the 
parishes ten couples and severai siJ:1g1e people were searchiJ:1gfor' 
what Christ and their neighbors wanted .of them. , They prayed to-, 
gether; tn,ey searched together. WithiJ:1sixmonthsthey discovered, 
CLe.Withll1 an 'additicnal year, theywere the force which 1) de­
vel.oped the Parish Council, 2) established a ci ty-wide'program of 
assistance to the needy of all types, and 3) helped l:iring abcut 
an· .ecumenical dialogue. As a specilfic example; take '''Operation 
Food Basket". This group enlisted a large number of school youth 
for a specific job; on a particular Saturday,to stand outside the 
major focd stores of the city and ask each buyer as he or she en­
tered -"Please purChase just one extra item or can ,of food ,for 
thepcor and give it to us as you leave". The result: 1) tons of 
food, for the needy, 2) cb~un~ty involvement, .3) ccmmunity unifi­
cation .on a small, specific, useful task., The pr.ogram now contin­
ues city-wide on' an expanded basiS. 

The next city has a metropolitan area of about two million 
people,. The CLe involved .wasa professional group; the ,issue was 
cn'eot' racial 'equality. What program would be necessazjto reach 
the ccmrmmity '/ Should the CLCset'up a structure from the top? 
Or shculd it take the' "grass-roots", approach? Either, approach 
had its probability of failure. This CLe started at the bottom. 
First it helped to develop !'L, small group enti tled' ,the ".at. Augus­
tiJ:1e's Guild," Jliade up of black and white businessmen. After twc 
years 'therefinBay emerged the Catholic Interracial Coun~il which 
provides 1) a program supported fullybyCLe (though not identi­
fiedas such) whcsepurpose is the advisory council to the Bishop 
on all interracial matters, 2) a collabQratiQn with other similar 
groups in the city, 3) a prQgram tQ , iJ:1fluence .racial justice,' 19­

quali ty and opp,Qrtunity ,and 4) a program of education at all lev­
els but especially to Catholics ~onone of the major iSSues of the 
day - human rights. 

Finally, we come tQ a very large city in a foreign land. The 
American ccmrmm~ty is noticeable and influential, iJ:1 this city of 
over six millio~ inhabitants.' The only , American parish has. its 
members all .over the city. How dQes .one pull together this very 
diverse parish? A small group of laity and 'religious saw the 
need 'and consideredCLe as the answer. They learned CLC; they de­
- 10 
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vefoi>'ecf' ,~i'ih, ft.' Before long this c.ommunity '01' six 'couples, 'two' 
single lay people ;:md three religious, working with tli-Et'pasto:r;: 
launched program~ Of. 1) parish census,2) self-help welfare pro':' 
jects, 3) youth involvement, '4) hospital assistance, and 5) reli ­
gious education. Some of these programs will fail. All will be dif 
ficult. But they.wil;!. continue doing Christ!s v(ork in their .com: 
munity, not the~r ~wn CLCcommunity alone, but throughout this eg 
tire city• 

. Now what is cOllllllon to all of .these. exEimples? First prayer 
was an integral paJ't of the depth. and growt,h of the group members. 
Secondly, the members saw a ~ whichex{sted and which must be 
solved. Thirdly, the people ,were cOllllllitted to their Father's busi 
ness. Finally, they worked for Christ, even against unsurmounted 
barriers., accepting the possibility of failure, y,et trusting in 
Christ. 

Dear Lord ­

You see us 	with 
ou~ too busy lives, 
the demands of our daily work, 
the duties 	of our state in,life. 

Many times 

we fail to hearybu, 


. we are so pr,eoc,cupied. 


Opehour eyes and qur hearts. 

Help us to 	reorder our priorities' 
in our personal lives, 
in our Communities of Christian Life. 

Grant that 	we may 
grow. to see the world through Your Eyes., 
learn to love with Your Love, 

'seek a life of total cOllllllitment 
to you, Our Father 
to our neighbor~,. 
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Let's get' acquainted ••• 

THE CHRISTIAN LI·FE COMMUNITIES 

IN THE PHILIPPINES 

by Benjamin SIM s.j. 

The L~d and the People 

The Republic of the Philippines occupies some, 7~OOO islands 
situated 900 miles east of Saigon across the South China Sea. The 
land area itself is slightly less ,than that of Japan" but ,larger 
than that of the British Isles. 

The population of' the Philippines numbers some 36,090,000 
(1968)" and increasing a,t the rate of about 1,000,000 per year~ 
Filipinos speak about 80 different languages -- some dozen,major 
ones--belonging to the Malayo-Polynesian group., E!iglish ,Pilipino 
and Visayanare the principal langUages spoken. "The majority o;f 
the 'people obtain their livelihood by farming, and live in small 
rural communities or ,,'barrios" in the midst .of their fields. The 
Manila Metropolitan area with a population of 3,50b;000.dominates 
the urban sector. 

The Philippines is in a true sense a nation, of theyoUQg, 
with half of the population below 17 years of age an'li 83% beiow 
the age of 40. T.he largemajori ty identify themsel;ves as Catho­
lics, 83,8% according to the, census of 1960. 

The Christian Life Communities 

Overview 

The'CLCs in the Philippines, when looked upon as a continua­
tion of theSodaiities,had their origin in the Philippines as far 
back as .the 16th century, 'with the coming of the Spanish Jesuits 
to the Philippines'; However, for pres.ent purposes, it may be suf­
ficient to mention t,nat the records of 1965 show that there were 
more than 800 affiliated Sodanties in the Philippines. ' 460 of 
these were attached to parishes, 220 to high schools" 65 to col­
leges. About 70-80% of'these Sodali'ties Were for girls and· women•. 
The few SodaHties for men ,were usually found in Jesuit schOOlS. 
These forma tionalSodali ties' hav.e' formed exceptional groups of. 
young men, some of whom are now in responsible positions ,in the 
Philippine Elociety.' 
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The Episcopal CommisE!ion of, Catholic Action approved.theNa­
tional Federation of Sodalities in 1958: However, it was almost 
ten ~~ars later. that concerted efforts were made to strengthen 
the federation~ As with most, movements in the Philippines~renewal 
and change from the Sodalities to Christian Life' Communities 
started. from Manila and spread to the other parts of the Country. 

The renewal started with a handful of college Sodalities and 
two Jesuit scholastics,who.organized a "lived-in seminar" for the 
leaders of various college Sodalities in Manila. During the four 
days of living together,of discussing common problems, working 
together, imd experiencing a meaningful liturgical and prayer li­
fe, the g;roup found its self-idsntity. They experienced love and 
community; which were merely words before. 

As part of the. comniori search for self-identity, the General 
princip1es were discussed, resulting in the conviction that' the 
Spiritual Exercises of.5t. Ignatius are vital to the formation of 
asodalist. 

,As a result of this experience, more CLC' seminars .andre-· 
trea.ts were organized, By 1968 all the officers of the college 
CLGs as well as the Execut:j.ve Council of the Manila Student Fede­
ration were products of such' a formation program~ Some of theee 
leaders were'trained to conduct or help in conducting similar'se.!!! 
inars, 

The renewal received the much needed impetus with the arriv­
al of Rev. Fr. JoeeC. BLANCO from Indonesia,where he had worked 
with active young men's group13. He was most instrument.alin brins: 
ing a sense of 'social involvement to the CLOs.: His participation 
in the World Congress of 1967 brought' the local CLOs up to date 
with the General PrinCiples. 

\ 

In an aggiornament0 seminar in the summer of 1969 on the na­
tional level,the delegates decided to follow the World Federation 
in changing the name to Christian Life Communities. However, .the 
delegates decided that the maturity and experience demanded by 
the General Principles are beyond the level of the average high 
school student (13-:).8 years of !il.ge) .It was· th.erefore dsc;i.ded that 
younger groups not be called CLOs, and be coneidered aspreparato 
ry groups or as "l:arge;rassociation.s" according to. Part III, no:­
28, .of .the G "P. 

The Jesuit Provincial copsiders theCLO movement important 
enough .toassign a Jesuit( the undersign,ed)to work full time for 
the CLO together with Fr. Jose C. Blanco, the part-time ./\,ssistant 
of the National Federation. The. Society of.Jesus also maintains a 
small promotion office, which serves at the same ·time as the seat 
of the National Federation and of the Manila Stuiient Federation.' 
- 14 ' 
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In another seminar on 1ilienational ievel~ in December 1969, 

a revamp of, the National Federation ,took ~la.ce; the officers, had 

all resigned previously,for one' or other reason. The delegates, 

most of whom,were college s~udents, decided on a complete break 

with the.old Sodalities that had consistently failed' to partici ­

pate in the renewal effort. The federation limited its official 

membership to the 25 CLGs that 'had been exposed to the reilewal. 

had accepted the General Principles and had been represented in 

a renewal seminar. These members would be responsible for updat­

ing any group in their neighborhood, and :for the formation of new 

groups. 


During the summer months of 1970, a training team from Mani­

la flew t'o Cebu (Central Phil.), and to 'Davao, and Zamboango 

(Southern Phil.), and conducted training for local promotion 

team~. 

Because of the varied conditions from pla.ce to piace ,the CLC 

covers a wide variety of apostolates. Student groups are often in 

volved in protests and social reforms, in teaching and dOing char 

itable work among the poor, in making Ii turgymeaningful .to the 

young,in organizing adult education or recollection for the' po~or. 


Older groups are often involved in liturgical services, in 
various civic and religiou6seminars, community developmehtpro­
jec'ts, and disaster relie! \'fQrk. Due to the socio-economic and po' 
litical situation in the country, the group a.postola.te plays a big 
part in the CLC work in the Philippines. 

As decided upon in the General Assembly last December 1970, 
the direction of the National Federation's efforts fOr the coming 

'years will be towards the formation of more adult groups, and to~ 
wards constructive apostola.tes. In the: conc'rete t)1is la,tter means 
helping various communities develop 'their own resources, e.g.lead 
-ership training or work for rei'orme aimed at a more just distrib~ 
,tion of ;Health. 

Problems 

There are several fa-ctors that, hamper the grewth and devel0l? 
'ment of the CLCs in the Philippines. Fir!'!t, the .Philippines being 
composed ,of many isl!'IDds p013~S a problem in co:nlin.unication. There, 
are not only delays in written communrcations but also difficul­
t~ in personal contact .<imgng t):'le, member groups " It, is quite ex­
pensive and time-consuming ctotra:vel from one 'i131and to another.• 
Secondly, there is a dire'lack of competent and'lmowledgeable CLC 
assistants and moderators. The fac" that most people identify the 
CLCs with ,the old Sodalities serves as a hindrance 'to the new, 
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emovement. The pious. epassiv:eiJ;aageunat­
traqtiveto theyoJlIlg people ofetoday. The older, epeopleregard 
the Sodalities as eith'er a .schoolmovement or a movement for JlIl­
married ladi'es'. On the other. hand, the independent-minded eand dy'" 
namic. nature ofe the new movement is.athreat to conservative 
Church officials. 

There is still the continuing problem of attracting more men 
into the movement. The membership is still predominantly composed 
of young ladies. Young men are more attracted by militant activ­
ism. They are impatient with religious formation. Therefore much 
effort and', time and experimentation must still be made particular 
ly by tho~e in CLC work among the youth. 

However,perhaps the biggest problem of the CLC lllovement in 
the Philippines is still financial. Most of our members are stu­
denteS and some are salary-earning young. professionals. The' small. 
~umber of members makes it impossible to depend on membership dues 
for our funds. As of the present the movement is not influential 
enough as t9'bring aid and donations from peopleewho.may be capa­
ble of helping it. 

However, in spite of these obstacles, the CLe moVelllent in 
the Philippines is grOwing, slowly but steadily. 
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VmY A SECRETARIAT ? 

by Jose GSELL 

You can find the Central Secretariat of the World Federation 
of Christian Life COll1munities situated in a few rooms atone end 
of the first floor 'of the Jesuit Curia in Rome. A number of our 
readers are undoubtedly familiar with the Bargo Santo Spirito 
which leads to the Coionnade of St. Peter's Square. They have vis 
ited the office on a trip to Rome because they ~anted'toturn aii' 
abstract address into a reality. Now seems a good time tp present 
the Secretariat to our readers by reflecting on its goals and the 
services it can and should, render to, the Christian Life CommUni~ 
ties. We invite you to share some thoughts with' us and we thank 
you ahead of time for the suggestions and needs you might express 
and which will provide you With better service. 

Imagine for a 'minute a large family scattered throughout the 
four corners of the world. Its members live in dDferent countries 
and cultures; they lead different types of lives. Each one is in­
tegrated fully into his' milieu and shares the life s~yle of those 
around him.But deep down he always remembers hisbr~thers and sis 
ters who are "elsewhere" and wants to be re-united with them.Don't 
these family ties stimulate and support him all during his life ? 
Despite the distances there is a more and more real eharing of 
joys and so'rrows, of successes and failures, ,of accomplishments 
and di'fficulties; there is mutual support,. 

Let's return to our subject and leave the analogy for a mo­
, ment--although it's a good way to start off since the World Fede­
ration is comparable to a large family scattered in every which 
directio,n. Let's ask the question whether it isn't vital that each 
individual federation and community be re-united with all the 
others ?' "{a all have the same 'questions about, the,m: How are, they 
doing? What are they doing? Aren't we somewhat obsessed, by the 
desire to know each other,and to share, to experience a deeper ua 
ion? If we lose interest" then we must ask ourselves' about the 
'meaning of our affiliation to tfle World Federation.But if we feel 
that this international dimension ,is the opportunity for and the 
means of greater apostolic activity, then we should intensify and, 
create means of communication ,which will make the Federation a 
genuine world wide, community. 
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It· s with this idea in mind that WE! w()uld like to underline 
a few vi tal aspects 'of. the Secretariat which is conceived of a 

. 	center for coming into cbntact with others and for sharing common 
experiences .and research. It is also considered an instrument of 
communication which informs federations and communities about the 
work done by the Executive' Council. Of its very nature the Secre­
tariat is a SERVICE. This is its only reason for existance. This 
call to service should leave its stamp on its style as weli as on 
its activities. As a permanent institution it acts' as a sort of 
intermediary, a hyphen between the'''ensemble" of the CLe and. the 
Executive Council. This situation'detemines the. dual' objectives 
mentioned above: to provide a,place for making contact with others, 
:for sharing experiences and providing an instrU.inent for coinmunica 
ti,ng and implementing the orientations worked out by the Executi= 
veCouncil. 

A Place for meeting and sharing 

Right from the start this goal brings us , all face-to-,face 
with the style and nature 'of our relationship. In order to put 
this into context, I'd like to again recall the example of a scat 
tered family.This is because what concerns us are our family ties' 
-- a common reflection, in utter simplicity, on our gropings and 
our problems. These contacts depend on the 'certainty that we can 
count on one another 'during our ups as well as our downs, during 
our moments of disillusionment. 

,The ,Secretariat .will have 'to be used to create thisrelatio!! 
ship. The, indispensable starting point for real understanding is 
the .creatingand maintaining of definite connections. This sup-' 
poses that, the Secretariat is taking advantage of all the ,means 
at its disposal (correspondence,contacts, visits, participation) 
not only to create lihks between the federations and the Executi ­
ve Council but also to contribute to their formatiOn and growth 
among countries of the same continent or on an inter-continental 
level. No one would doub,t that this a,lso supposes that we provide. 
concrete,' information about the life of our communities. 

The efforts of all will be genuinely RECEIVED and SHARED ,as 
we gather' together the experiences of t11e communities and,corre­
late ,the elements of evolving situations. We wi.ll also accomplish 
this' by taking care of oommunications aj'ld connections wi th differ 
ent countries and being informed of 'the activities they haye star,! 
ed. This sharing of common eA"}leriences will gradually make, up a 
sort of family treasure which will make mutual help ed'fectiva. On 
the other hand, it will also allow us to pick out the faults and 
the gaps we might be suffering'from and at the same time will,u­
nite our attempts to solve them. And finally,it is only with this 
indispensable foundation that the members of the Execl;l.tive Coun­
cil .will be able to make useful evaluations and accomplish the 
task which you "have confided to it. 
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An instrument for corimiunicati.on 

This is another important aspect of the Secretarigt's mis­
sion. We form a community which has a goal ,an apostolate in which 
we all share common objectives. We accomplish it by ,fUlfiiling 
that specific role which we recognize as proper to us. Each of 
the General Councils marks a stage in its development.' The Execu­
tive Council which 'is formed from them works for the implementa­
tion of the commonly defined objectives. Its work takes root in 
the community experiences and discerns the orientations that lead 
to the greatest common good and to the best s~rvice that can be 
provided. 

In order to be profitable,this task has to be not only known 
but also must call upon the participation and collab9ration of 
everyone.This is where the specific goal of the Secretariat comes 
in.Its daily contacts furnish it with many numerous opportunities 
for providing information and arousing interest,for communicating 
it and. for evaluating the state of the research' in progress. Is 
i-t not indispensable that all of us. participate in the gradual 
but definite advances of our Christian Life Communities? Through 
~raternaldialog and by periodically sending out information ~he 
Secretariat should help in communicating and implementing the po­

.sitions and the decisions adopted by the Executive Council. In 
like manner it will follow and coordinate the steps tha:t are pre­
liminary to our international meetings and activities. 

We hope that these few lines on the basic orientation of the 
Secretariat have ~dequately insisted on its primary~function and 
work as above all being one of animation. This role is part of the 
perspective opened up by the Executive Co~cil whiph was commis­
sioned by the General Council. Our work includes a number of very 
precise jobs which it is hardly necessary to enumerate here.While 
some of them are quite specific, others vary according to the e­
volving situations of our communities and the progress of Our re­
search. What is important is that there are priorities demanded 
by the COmmon effortofa community at work and that, in its hie!, 
archy of tasks, these priori~ies be respected. Finally, there is 
no need to bring to your attention that the Secretariat has to be 
careful to maintain contacts and links with different internatio­
nal organizations. This is so the World Fede:ration might make its 
own contribution,no matter how modest; to the world wide communi 
ty. 

\Ve have developed these few ideas here simply to aid in a 
better understanding of the spirit ,of service which has to animate 
the Secretariat. In order to live ,and act according to this spir­
it of the Christian Life Communities, the support,suggestions and 
brotherly love of all of you is needed. This. is what,the Secreta!, 
iat lives on. It will find in your letters, visits ,and en,counters 
•••. just so many reflections of that community whic~ we all want 
to' be vibrant and which, the Secretariat has a mi,ssion to SERVE. 
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