
40th Year - No. 1 

---~----------------------

Editorial' 

News from the Executive Oounqil 

Living Development 

Synthesis of reactions about S. Domingo 

World OLe Day 1971 

Meeting of the Executive Oounci1 

The Finantial Situ~tion 

JANUAlW 1971 

R. OALCAT 3. 

5 

J. GSELL 7 

A. DISOHINGER 11 

J. PARSONS 13 

H. EHRTllIA1II'f 15 

The Treasurer 18 

PubHcatlon of the World Federation of Christian Life Communities 
English. Spanish. French Editions C!P. 9048 - 00100 ROME, ITALY 
Subscription 1.000 Lire or US$. 1.60 Editor: ,Jose GSELL 



l'ROG~SSIOHAS UNDERGONESOUE CHANGES 
eventl10ugh i~ remain:s the continuation of "AciesOrdinatanC1924
1967) and of nPro'gression P968-1970). ' 

lorpra6ticalre~SOl'ls'the fO:r.l:tat has not beeh changed, the 
printing-process has been simplified. 

The three usual languages -' English, Spanish, French - are 
kept; however, a separate e,di tion will appear for each. 

,',"PleaSe let us know if the edition sent to you is not 
that of the language which you prefer. 

Henceforward, "Progression is the official publication of 
the World Federation, and the management is in the hands of the 
Executive Secretary. 

Frojll now on, "Progression will appear six times a year (in
stead of four times), while at the same time the subscription 
rate remains the same, that is, 1.000 Lire or US$ 1.60. Because 
of frequent delays in receiving the magazine by regular mail, we 
offer you an AIR-MAIL subscription.' If you so wish, the annual 
rate, including:postage, will be: 

Near East, Europe Lire 1.200 $ 1.90 
U.S.A'·f Canada,. India,Ceylon 1.450 2.30 
Central America. XlIexico, Africa 1.500 2.40 
Asia, South America 1.600" 2.50 

The ADDRESS LIST of Presidents and Promoters 

of national federations' will be published in 

a future issue of "Progression. 
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D I T o R I AL· 

With ,this issue the review PROGRESSIO inaugurates a new se
ries. It. will bring about a .more complete' autonomy for the' . World 
Federation" because it will become its. official organ. Besides, 
it will serve ,as the medium'Ior expressing our needs,forexchang": 
ing our experiences, and for examining the.health of the BODY and 
of the WORLD COMMUNITY, which constitute our Associations, Feder
ations of Confederations. For,' underlying the needs and wishes 
formulated at Santo Domingo, this necessity of developing a truly 
INTERNATIONAL BODY , a truly WORLD COMMUNITY (1) ,appears clearly 
for those who can and wish to see. 

Vfhy an international Body, a Worl'd Community? 

The answer is clear: TO SERVE THE CHURCH, that is. the enti~e 
People of God, of which we are an integral part in all things; at 
all times, at all levels and in all places. . 

The APOSTOLIC PROJECT (2) of the entire, People of God wi t·~ 
its . PRIORITIES, is at the start of everyth:rngandii,elnands o,n our 
part that we THINK with the Church. ' '. . 

That explains why ,especially in the times in which we liv.e, 
so much like the 16th century, we must be firi;ltof·all men,of, 
DISCERNMENT. We must be aware of Ignatian' indifference, pfthe 
exi'stential Situation, of the mind of the Church. MARY,the Mother 
of GOD, remains our best model in this domain (3). 

Through the SPIRITUAL EXERCISES, Saint Ignatius of LOYOl~ 
proposes a real EDUCATION for disceI'l1Illent. Well before: Loyola's; 
time, Saint Ignatius of Antioch (4), Saint' Bernardine ,of Sienna,' 
and' Saint 'Catherine of Sienna (a doctor of the' Church):led the' 
way in this fi,eld of disceI'l1Illent. ,We consider the Spiritual Exer
cises of Saint. Ignatius t.o be a specific source and .the character 
istic :l.nstrumentof ourspirituality ('5). ' . 

. Therefore, we will easily understand·that the' World Federa
tion of. CLC will not be primarily a:ilorganisation (6), bllt a spir
i t..It will be the spirit of the SPIRITUAL EXERCISES • ,animating, 
the whole fraternal BODY: 

,~ - ' , 

" - this Body will be all-embracing, excluding alltha~ could cut 
us from men orsiilgl'e us out uselessly; 

- it,will be educational because it will help us all to 
EDUCATE ourselves; 

- .i t will be social because INFORII'lATION-:-SOCIAL RELATIONS ' 
and MUTUAL HELP will be developed;' 

- it will 'b,~ a link wi th ali INTERNATIONAL ECHELONS and ORGANI
ZATIONS; 

- it will respect cultural, ethnical,.linguistic and ,national 
differences; 

-' and it will act according to decisions taken .through the pro":' 
cessot' COMhlUNAL DELIBERATION (7) • 

Th,e Executive Secretariate (8) of the World Federation of' 
CLCserves as permanent basis of the Executive Council 'of the WJ;: 
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to its mott?;MAGIS(-8.lWaySlIl.0re), 

gressio"Will keep.its haridonthepuiseo;fou.r 

I~wi11be t~e regularBALAN.CE-PROJECT .of tlre, 


, and aO.tivities desire!1.and liyedby a.ll ( 9) • 

PROGRESSIO will serve as the periodical that records our ef
fofts, oUrdl.fficulties, oursuc<;lessesand.ourfailures, in order 

. ,t<?help us to improve Ourselves ~d to progrl;lss. ' . 
. " 	 " ': . 

The, Editor of the J4a.gazine "Progressio", Jose Gsell, win 
present the "balance-pr9;Ject" reports. It is up to you to ,furniSh 
the data. We function as a MISSION, DELEGATED 'by you.,and,U1 fact, 
we I;l.re fundamentaly your representatives. Of course, ' our private 
ilti.tiat~ve1s not eXcluded, :l'/.qr the 'reminders ofyrhat is ,impor
tant, of what bAs been said and agreedupon,as this issue of 
"Pro~ss10Iis willing to do. . , . ' 

, Especially'a ttlie end o:ftllis MISSION, come' what ma,y, we, must 
be ready to ask for and' tosubmit.tQ the SUPERVISION ,of the WORLD 
COMMmfITY, sovereigp. in its GaneralCouncils, ,wbich will now take 
place tnorefrequently (every three years), and responsible them
selVes before th!3 universal Church. " , 

,Roland'CALCAT 

'. (1) On this necessity •. s.eePIUS XII's, All.ocution to ..the Italian 
Women.',sSodal,i""iEla., April 26, 1958. 

(2) 	ulsn.'t the ,Go,spel, which is the Good News 'annouricedto ,the 
poor', a source of deveilopment?The Churcl1must then' .0fferHs 
helptopr6mdtecomplete'humanis~,that' is. the hltegral develol?, 
ment of· the whole man -and of all men; i tis iii. lopcal conseguen
ce of. our J'Jhristian fai th il • PAUL VI' sAllocutiontothe Asian 
Bishops, .Jl1a:nila, Nov. 28, 1970 (in D.C.; 1113-,1114). - , 
'. -See also Jean-Clauq,e DHOTEL; s. j. TOUT L'HOMME ET TOUS LES 
HOMMES, Fondements evangeHques du developpement hwnain,Edi1;ions 
VIE CHRETIENNE,PAniS 1970. ' . ' 

(3) 	Cf •Karl R.AHNER,MISSION 1ST GRACE, Au service des hOtnmes, Edi:
tionsMA.ME ,.PARIS. ,... . ' 

(4) Cf~Hugo RAHNER,SERVIR DANS L'EGLISE,Editions de 1 'EFI ,PARIS. 
(,5) General Principles nO 4. 
(6) 	Study on the Role of .theS!3cretariate of the.World.Federa.tion 
oy, Jose Gsell,new]SxecutiveSecretary,of theWF of CLC~ pre,sen' 
ted to the Executive Council, Lqndon, January2...;3,1971,. ., 

{7)See 	"La. dnib~ration des premierscompa.gUons"(1539J,inC.lHRIS 
TUS 12 (1965');nO 47;pp.384-391.· .. 

(8) In the next number of "progresEli6t1~ Jose Gsellw1l1describe 
the I!lission oftheuew ExecutiveSecretariate'o:f theWF ,o:fCLC. 

(9) We will. reproduce soon;n "Progressio" 'the, wants and •.' needs 
pointed out by the National Federatiori!ll",,0 the ExecUtive coUncil 

'formed at the SantoDomingo.electiO:Q.S~, TliElchart -will have ado:!! 
ble entry, i.nal;ytic~land geographical. 
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NEWS FROM THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

Letter of 'the. Holy See 

In a letter of the Seoretariate of State, dated Deoember 26, 

1970, Mr. ROLAND. CALCAT has been oonfirmed as PRESIDll:NT of the 

,World Federation. 
, . 

Edythe westenhaver leaves 

On Deoember 16, 1970, Edythe M.WESTENHAVER left Rome and re 
. turned to her home-oountry the Un,ited States •. She has, work~d' at 
theCentralOffioe more than five Years as .ExecutiveSecretary'of 
the World Federation. She wa,s the,f,irst full-time offioer in·our 
Federation,appointed by the Executive Counc'il. All who have known 
her great'intelligence and still,more her unselfish dedication ,to 

. the cHl,osen. spiritual ,ideals. 

Special mention should be made of her outstanding historical' 
researoh on, the "'practice 'and influence of the Spiritual Exercises 
in the'early groups. If we have today' the General Principles, 'a 
tentative apprqachof an old movement to new situations, it is in 
a large part due ·to the 'thinking of Edythe, for which we are Illost 
grateful.. She also spent much time and, energy on those groups in 
many parts of the, world which are lookiilg fOr a deeper spirituali 
'ty -and a fuller apostoliccommitment ,inspired by the Exercises' 
and often bY the evangelical counsels as well. 

Times are changing rapidly. In Santo Domingo we eleoted, a 
oompleteJ,ynew Executive Council. It was also decided to change 
the Executive Secretary. On december 15 , at a very f'inefare-.well 
party at our Central Office in Rome, we trie.d- to ,express to<our 
departing Secretary our deep apprecia'tionand gratitude. ;aut ..I 
.feel that in. justice ~e should thank her again now in. the name of 

. the whole World Federatfon. All of us wish. her a w:onderful·new 
life less lonely :than in Rome in the midst of family and 
friends. 

Louis PAULUSSEN,s.j. 
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Welcome to Jose Gsell 

~ The Executive Council of,'the World Federation, 'at its last 
meeting in London, named unanimously Miss JOSE GSELL as Executive' 

'Secretary of the World Federation~ succeeding Edythe West,enhaver. 
Jose Gse:j.l has also been named Editor of "Progressio" ,from' hoW , 
the offi:cial organ of the, World FederatiQn. 

, Jose,Gsell,. born March 21,192,5. atSa:int HippolythE! (France) 
has been' since '1961 the head of the administratlOI).depa;r":tmen,t of,. 
"V~e Chretienne". ip. Paris ,in particular editiilg the magazlne"Vie 
chr~tiennell 'and the series of booklets of the' same name. Since 
1968 she has been Executive Secretary of the "Association Vie 
ChretieDne" (National Federation CLC):' For the, past two years. she 
has also been Secretary of the "Equipe EurOPe~Dne" of CLe. 

Before Jose Gsell came to "Vie Chreti~ell.,she had been ac
ti'l[e,.in the girls' division 'of the Rural ,Catholic You'!;h on local, 
regionalandnat1onal l:evel. 'Some ofcher aetivities were:. orgaxli
satiQn,,'ofa program of professional formation, thTOUgh exchange: 
programs: andtra.in1xlg course's;' welcoming forsign ru~a:\. 'youth .and 
'organizing their studiesprogI-amS; preparati:oi:J.of nati9ttal and :L!! 
ter:nationalmeetings. 

In Jose Gsell we welcome' not oray a first class adminiatra
tor:but 'also';a 'member,'oi'.,tlu:! 'movement whO 'understands and ' lives 
o,u;.,spiritUal:i ty<Jose ,Gaell will be' in Rome permanently 'beg~irig 

, lIf~. 'Until that time she will COIl\e here periodicetlly to manage 
"Progressio" .. ' , 

Apropos the'Vic'e...Asaistaht, 

;' 'As 'one may read in the report of Hildegard Elirtl'nann "on' the 
mee.ting of the' Executive' Council in London, Fr. Arl\O DISCHINGER, 

. s .fj ~'h~ ',forpersonai reasons asked for suspensiOll from p.is offi~ 
C'e. of'eccles,iastical Vice-As'slstant' ot: the World, Federation,. With 
regret the Council agreed to act on this request,' Inth,e meantime 
Fr. paulussen continues toeerve the :rederation Wl:thhis high; CO!!! 

petence and dedication. 
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LIVING DEVELOPMENT 

by JSs~,GSELL 

In his Easter message of April 1967, Pope Paul presented his 
encyclical "Populorum progressio" t.o the ,world by describing it' 
as "a. 'hUmble and _ cordial word of hope". It 'presente,d i.ls Ivith :a' 
striking cali to involve ourselves on the. world..scene by ,trying 
to iinpregriate its structures with the Gospel's spirit.The,General 
C'oUncil of the' World Federation, adopted th:j.s concern as its 'own" 
in, its October'meeting of that year. It proposed to ;i ts':members 
that they revise and orient their apostolic life ,along the lines' 

'of "integral development of man and a'shared development of man
kind". That is what Vfe proposed four years,ago ,when we decided,to 
make development a common preoccupation: to work within this per-, 
spective so th'at everyon,e c,ould "live a tru.e human existence by 
which every man would be: able to support his family by, his work. 
and, by his intelligepce, would be apt to participate. in the cpm
mo'n good of society, by means of an involvement freely chosen'and 
by actions voluntarily accepte'd ll ' (Paul VI', Allocution to the FAO; 
Nov., 1970). What has happene~ since then?, 

And so it has been ,f~ur ye'ars now that we have been working 
at it ,searching to concretize our lqve of ,Christ through a b'etter 
service. of all mime It might be good to stop a few se,conds :t,o re-: 
f.1ect' upon the ,slow a9-vances we 'have made on this road. Undoubted 
ly each individual has to examine how he ,has answered the call or 
this orientation and how it. has been expressed in his inv 0 lveIIielft' 
and in his life style ;.' how he has helped the members of his commu 
nityand how he has applied to himself the communal discernment] 
and, finally, how he.has sensitized people around him concerning 
this question Md hQwhe participated' in loc~l, national and even. 
international initiatives; we have this data: for a profound eXBJ1l
ination, data which should: provide us with profound sensitivity 
and authenticity especially in this season of, th~ liturgywhen.we 
meditate on how Christ'became man among men. But perhaps today we 
cQuldreflect together and discover some pro~9und attitudes w~ich 
are common to all despite the div~rsityof our s;i tuations and cQ!!: 
ditions of'life, attitudes 'which 'constitute a preface to the'im
plementation of tru.e,devel?pment. 

The Preamble of the' General Principles which we, have, adopteft, 
affirms with pz:ecision our vocation of service. ,Faithful to ,the 
sp'irit of the Gospel'and to the interior law of ,love, seeking, 
after true liberty and availab1lity towards"God, becoming .con
scious of our responsibilities, we are careful to seek constantly 
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'the answers to the needs. of our. times and to work tc)gether with 
the' whole People of God· for prowess. e.n.dpeace, .justice and char
itym,liberty and the dignity of all men. Therefore,how is. itpos
s;i.blenot .toconsider this call on behalf of development as a spe . 
cific mission of our commUnities and their members? How can we 
not seethat.integral development of every man and of'a11 men has 
to be tor usthe.privileged exPression or our lOve and of our fol 
lowing of Christ? ·If.we really are in the service of Jesus' C:tlrist 
who .loves' all men ,but with a prel'erence for the very poor ,hum
ble' and effective service of our brothers d:emands of us that We 
be, genuine'ly . incarna.ted jn· the 'world, wherever we find ourselves 
among our brothers, and, moreover, to be by preference among th~ 
verypooI\. Development, is based upon the unity of mankind and. We 
will'go from words to concrete action only through a progressive 
and constant training in fUlly lived solidarity.To be a man among 
men, a ,brother with all brothers,poor with the poor, this is sure 
ly" the primarycondition 'which allows us to grasp the needs of 
our time and to serve by. working so that everyone has the 1>ossibi 
lity to, become respon!iible for his personal development and co': 
responsible for the development of all men. 

If this is the goal we are striving for. don't we have to' 
ask ourselves if we are "men of develoPlllent"? The importance of 
the question should. make us reflect a minute. ,In' order to very, 
quickly see ' that rea.l involyement fa rooted in aprofoutid conVE!r
sion, we· 'only" have to, Obs.B.rve around and in ourselves the various ' 
a,ti;itutles eXpressed iii our concrete a.ctions. ''The latest copy of. 
"Progressio"reported the recent DeliberationheJ;d at ll!e.n.resa. by 
$0 members 01" the Christian. Life' Communities. and it 'pfnpoints 
~efinal conclusions: a rea.listic,vision of the evils and iIi jus:' 
t;i.ces which crush mankind. decisions for action ree!arding the 
most underprivileged, action preceded and accompanied by a perso
nal: in'iTOlvelllentin' the- world a~ the po.or; \'tor'1drigtoward real de- . 
velopment delllandsthatvlB' share the human condition of our bro
thers. It's then we can find answers because we know a situation 
by,Hvingit. Then each indiVidual can become abitof yeast:in 
that portion of the worid that is his, capable of ,eXpressing the 
common will an:d~ by concrete cooperation' with others. capable of 
turn:iiJ.g aspira.tions into necessary t.ransformations. His in this 
way that attempts can be launched to transform bit by bit theli:~( 
ing standards of a greater nUmber of people and that dynamicac
tion can spring to life ~ ,nThe Kingdom of ,God is like yeast. A wo
man takes it an m'ixes it with a bUshel. of flour., ,until, the . whole 
ba.tch of dOUgh rises" (Mt 13.33). May this saying of the Lord be 
always present to our m:iiJ.d:s and may it become realiseq in the di.." 
verse places where We live out our existence; 
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To foll'o~ this ·PJ3.th.ofservice and detachment' . demalids of us 
a deep union 'with the poor Christ'~d the help Of those who wall>; 
with us. Here is where o1i~'Chri~tian,Life Community comeein alid 
fiIJ.d its importance. Isn':!; it 'the, co~uni ty1'pa.+eJ;celle,nce" in 
which we train ourselves ,. in the pr~sence of pur brothers ; 'for a 
hi~er fidelity and'availabili ty towar?$ Cj:lristz Do~sn' tit cons':': 
ti tute art ensemble of discernment which leads us through the con..., 
creta S1tuations 'Of our life, to a recogni tio'ri of God~ sWill 'and'a 
jo'ining of our,:w'ill ~o; His:? .F:l.iia:lli~;i.i'l.tne, c,oncern for l1:Vi):lg and, 
practiving development, is :i.i really a living ceJ;l Which. 'prod1,l.ces. 
thedyhamism of action arid sends .usoUt into the' world? ,We can 
see hera the reasons why our cbIknuni ties shoUld 'exisLButmaybe' 
we should underline artotheraspect which we, tend to' 'forget at' ti':'" 
meso The. l~arning and living,of community life which we practice 
in our Christian Life Communities, quite naturaily should lead us 
to a,sense' of community wherever we are. Wouldn't there be more 
brotherhood in the world if "fe were concerned about promoting" 
community everywhere our activ,ity takes place? Wb,etherin thefa-,' 
mily,at school"at work, in the ,l}eighbor):lOOcl,' oI-city ,or parish,'; 
in professional organiiatf()ri1? or in. a.hy'~fther, a:ssociation.~ ~', the' 
style of our rehl.,tions, the goal of our effor:ts~ the cri tiq1,l.e of~ 
our me,thode . sh.ould all, .. result in, re-creating, truly, .' h~'ties.; 
Let's' convince' ouraelve~ that"nbconcre'te 'pli:i.i::\toward development. 
will take rOQtunlessit comes into contact \vi th the fertile soil 
of huma:n brotherhood. " 

, Translating the goal of developmen~ into concrete, action,: 
this, 'theri'is the, task which is incumbent upon'us to a¢complish, 
i:!J,company witll:all ,those in the world who have gone to work in 
tpe task'. In oUr different 'countries what concrete ,repercussions 
has this 'choice of the priority oLdevelopment had? Are the mem-, 
bers of our communitiesactive agents? How,do our riational feder":' 
ationsandbasiccommtinities arousearid'suliltaintheattemptsof 
all? Isn't it now time,to'poo:). our experiences, our difficulties, 
the needs we se",? 'Some' among us, areworkfng full thue inthl'l task 
of development and ha"!:!,acqiiLreddeep' experiences; other~ ',are 
looking, trying t'o 'feel their way :Undolibtedly, wrg are placed, in' 
very'different Situations, some in poor countries, othe;rs in rich: 
ones. But isn't the ability ,to unite forces 'for a more general' 
common good one of th~ Justifications '~f the World Federati'on? If 
we don't,know "what each 'other",is',dOing;, how wi4-1,we,eve:r' he able' 
to realise our effective 'mutual aid or ,.a general orientation or 
even ,concrete action? WoUldn't it already be necessary ,to know 
what has been done, the work in progress in such and such a re-' 
gion, country, or continent? This is why "progressio" wants to" 
keep us informed by regularly publishing ,important experiences.By 
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',doipg this , it hopes to increase our contacts, to provide us with 
matter for reflection and to help bring about that our ,Christian 
Life Communities, throughf::i.delity to, their vocation; m:i;ght find 
in their unity a stronger force for service • ' 

since this is the first month of ,the year when we have :the 
fine- custom of exchanging greetings to all who are dear to us, 
allow, us to express them here on behalf of each other; Could we 
wish for' anything better thana deeper unJ.on'throughout the world 
of ,the CLC through an unswerving, fideH ty to their vocati,on? And 
so, let us ask the Lord,to transform this unity into ~ ac.tive 
force for progress and peace~ justice' and charity" liberty,and 
the dignity for all, .men. All of these thingsbea:r t9day the name 
of DEVELOPMENT. ' 

Evangelization demands that each day we open ourselves 1;0 
our own conversion,thatw!, are available for the problems 

'of the people, that we live God's here and now. In order 
that the CLCmay inc~rate themselves into eccl.e,.
sial renewal, ,PROGRESS'IO i,ntends to gather together the 
t,opics that are most al.ive iIi today t s worl!1,andthat Clf 
the future. ' 

Yet, we, do not want to' restrict oUI'serlves to general 
questions. "Progressio lt " wishes to be a 'forum'where the 
OLC over the entire world dan discuss thei;r everyday prob 

,1ems.In this you can help us:SENDPROGRES,SIO YOURO:PIij:' 
ION about the s'\lbjects that' have be'en published,a report 
on the situatio:p. of the CLC in your own country, a state
ment of experi'ences indevel,opment, (individual' or collec
tive),an account of, sens:i tivity sessions '-.or other means 
used by national 'federations. In ,the, same way we suggest 
that from time to timeyou'bhng to our attention one or 
more ,articles whl.c!l could be a SUBJEOT OF DISCUSSION in 
the next issue. 

Our readers should address, their letter to: 

PROGlmssto, Bargo S. Sp,irito,5, C.P. 9048, 00100 ROMA 

The Editors of the llu~lication express their gratitude,in 
advance. 
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SYNTHESIS OF :REACTIONS 'ABOUT SANTO DOMINGO 

from the reports sent "to the Secretariate 

by Arh.o DISCHINGER s. j . 

I - General Comments 

A very valuable experience. very positi-ve', 
Helped to make important contacts betwe.en nations 

·Demonstrated that the GP anli Church problems are not "words" but 
reali ty , 

Was an important exPerhnce(not mere "discussion") of' the Church 
crisis and problemsto...,day , 

Problems we met in Santo Domingo should not be isolated frQm pro~ 
lems of the Church or ,of ,the \I'(or14 to-day 

II - Latin-American Groups Which Have Withdrawn 

a) Positive, comments 

Useful "shock" for 'the delegates ", , 
To be admired: their very strong senseo! community;, the plac~ of 

the Eucharist in their life; personalism; the "being" actually 
christian; creativity.' freedom an,d cohe'rence . in :the seeking ,of 
a proper style of life; commitment; prayer 

We should not deny their real values ' 
Ma.intaitlexistingbonds with them. 

b) Negative comments 

Do they represent the Latin 'American mentality? 
We would have expected from them a warmer hospi1;ali,ty 
Feeling that they were keeping apart. self-sufficient, Under .the 

thumb of some two adults, having already , made up their mirids 
t'o :withdraw from the ¥iF, unrealistic, one-sidE!dminds 

The.ir inability to explain themselves,their attitude on the whole 
negative and aggressive, their "exclusiveness", their way ·of' 
proceeding during' the sessions, their lack ofspir1t of 'servi.ce, 
their quasi magical idea of "Deliberation" ,have been ,cri ticized 

They wciuld ha.ve imposed their. will on the AsseJIlbly and prevented 
the completion of the planned programme 

It was very difficult to recognise the Spiritthro1lgh their atti 
tude 

Reasons indicated. for it: influence of the social situation in 
. :I,atinAmericajan identity crisis; in the past they have' had no 
'chance'to express themselves and develop. because of dictator
,ships and an arrogant hie~archy. 

III - The Assembly of the General Council' 

a) The 1970 Ass~mblY 1) Positive eValuation 

P~eparatory buU.etins ~ere much apprecia\ed 
The discUssion groups were 'very enriching and may have been the 

most important aspect of the meeting 

Very rich Iiturgy, main bond of community 

Very positive impres.sion of the delegates and their maturity. 
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The prograin: regret pla:nne4 Pl'b~a.m was not lc.ept and 
that the announced Deliberation did not take place; regret also 

,that the 'question of Development was practically ignored 
Organization: unsatisfactory;" too much time wasted.dueto.lackof 

organization and pun:ctuality, as. well S:s. slowness })f regi~tra": 
tions; lack of s.imul taneoustranslatioh " 

Li turgy: why capr:lciousinnovatiorts? 
Not ali· the representatiVes were prepared :nor had they' all receiv 

ed the Bulletin 
La:ck.ofprayerfulllessahd depth on.the delegates. 

b). Proposals for the next Assenibly 

To have the list of participants earlier 
To take seriously the spiritual preparation 
That each federatioh ...prepare.areport 'onthe 'localsitUation-,with; 

copies for all delegates 
That no meeting be held right before. the Assembly : .' 
To g;ive m9re time to Deliberation;. take no more than.orie' day for 

buSiness problems and thilt in the same pray.erfui: a.ttitude~ L~.ss 
le'gal1.sticand15llsiness minded orientation .". , 

That the meeting last" six days:' at.least the 'first afternooil and 
'evening for social get' toget'hers to 'break,' the ice';" socia.l. eve:-:
nings are fundamental; one afternoonbe set . asfd!=l" for a break" 

Simultaneous translation; if impossible, .then only 2 languages 
, A moderator for the plenary sessions 
If possible all delegates should live in. same J;luiId1ng" 
Avoid holdiIigsimul taneOllS .s'essl:ons· 
Stress the spiritual a.spects' ,0£ the'meeting 
Reports of eachrtle;eting to beiimned:iatel.y distributed, or at least 

. 'postedon a bulletin board . 
Contacts withlocalCLC members. 

, , 


. ," . 


rV- Consequences ·for the FUture of the. CLC 

Importance o.f theExerciSes~r c'o'clllIl'On, basis for every on,e 
Reinforcement of the idea· of a.i-;international conmninity 
Importance of the community (to d~s:co-ver its meaning an.d live:i:tr 
Importan()(3 of development;' int.ernational communal projects 

. C'onf'idence iri the new Executive Counc.il 
IIllPOr~an()e of the aduI ts grpups . " 
To promote the full implementation of the GP;: to, make comprehen$!. 
'ble .the· liberty and flexibiIi ty. inher(3nt. in the GP; but not to 
. conSider' them as an' absolute: they are ,means. ne()essi ty . of a 

continued search 
More radical attitudes: "to .be" complete christian; "cri tical at

ti tude" as. regards structUres,brel(!.k with ·the·pre:"conc±:).ia.r 
groups ,f'ormerSodali ties; . to run to keep ·.pace wi ththe World, 
not to beb/ilhind the times; to avoid exorbitant ,dependence on 
hier.archy andjuridi.calv;iewp6int; .to risk new ways, discard 
tradi.tiomil project~; boldness to become a completely new move
ment if necessary 

Importanqe of Deliberation; to prepare CLCmembers for this. 
--12 . 
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WORLDC.L.C •.DAY 1971 

'OYJohnPARSONS 

,"OUR RESl'ONSIBILITY AS LAY PEOPLE TOWARDSC~" 

You might find it somewhat strange that the Execut1ve·Oou.n
cil chose for·this year a 'theme that implied a looking in at our
selves rather ·than a turning'out to the world and its many seri
ous'problems.lndeedthere is a:tremendous danger of bothering,too 
much about ourselves and our organisationand,too ·litt.le 'about the 
various works we should be doing. Ther~ is also the other extreme 
of 'being completely and utterly absorbed in apostolic wo:rk'andnev 
et' stopping to reflect on what ,our responsibi,li ty toO.L.C.' ,is: 
And so in the midst of the various tasks into which your commit..: 
ment to Ohrist leads you we are asking,you to pause 'and consider 
the needs, of our O. L. O. groups. 

l'erhaps, the first question to ask is: "what does C.:L.C. mean 
to me and what part does i,t play informing the patteniof my lb 
fe?".'In pondering this I would ask you to 'consider that if'Our 
Lord had given the Sermon on the Mount to-day one ,of Hisbeati"; 
tudes might well have centred upon the virtue of commitment or;in 
another idiom, of being involved. For me' this 'is' the essent,ial 
point about our Communities. One cannot simply be a spectator if 
one has truly entered into the a-pirit of the 'General PrinCiples, 
One is part of a great world' wide brotherhood'of'Ohristian!;; who 
find the cW way of life suited 'and appropriate to them. 

Naturally in writing about the VlorldDay one starts 'with. ,/3,' 

special consciousness of the,international dimension ofO.L.C.but 
it bears thinking about a little more. The world is becom1ng ,small 
er all the time, a fact which struck me very forcibly when I went 
to Santo DOmingo last, summer. I had never been out of Europe be
iore and yet after eight'or nine hours travel I was on the other 
side of the world in a'country Which L had never thought I WOUld 
visit.But how long does it taxe for us to appreciate the point' of 
view of people in other countries? Certainly it is" seldom done in 
eight hours, not ,even in eight days. The ,second ,point therefore 
that we went to put before you is the international nature of our 
communi ti,es. 

One of the things that struck us all in Santo Domingo was the 
great difficulty of communication. It is not enough simply to re
member t11at OLe is international and that points of view E;lxpress':' 
ed in l'rogressio or at General Oouncil's must he interpreted in 
the light of a person'/S ,country of origin~ 'We can only be a wcdd 
wide community and play our full part in the world ,as such if we, 
can lea.rn to communi'cate,.The problem of ,language if!. very serious 
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and if we cannet selve it within .our .own erganisatien we sha1l.ney 
.erbe able.tece-eperate fully.Andltherefere suggest a specific 
activity to these who are ablete: do it. This is quite, simply te, 
learn another language. Your cheice, will obviously be dictated by. 
the circumstances in which .yeu live. But many pe.ople in, for exam 
pIe ,India will never beabletoreadProgressio because we can oil 
ly'manage te print it in three languages •.Just .think how much help 
you could be to tl?-ose who'write in it if yeu could translate'it; 
into' anether language for" these who never see, i't., I hopethbse 
good people 'whe faithfully translate extractsfre,m it fer their 
own national magazines wilf take particular ne.t·eefthis sugges
tion. I, hope. toe, that those in EUrope will pender on the import8!! 
ceef.more~f them 'learning Spanish. ' 

. l'ilany of you- wiil alrea.dy be very familiar with the custem of 
reporting your aChievements in your C.L~C. groups in .order te in
ferm ethers 'ef what you are dOing and giving them ide.as and en
ceuragementupen it I can assure. yeu frempersonal ·expe.rience 
that it·is .of great value. Equallyyeu may likete .censider the 
pessibility. .of correspending with other C.L.C •. meinbersand Greups 
countries. In this way YOU; will .he helping temake us all mere 
conscious .of the fact that we are international., 

Ffually r weuld ask yeute .rememberagainthe pewer .of pray-· 
er • .Many .of us will ,never be able te meet buti;f C.L.C, means anI 
thingte us it is always possible tep,ray fer each other, in the 
v:ari.ous difficulties with which we are all faced from time te 
time.. ,On this point I shouldmenti9n that all the members .of the 

• Executive C ounc il ke ep, Satur,day as a day when each .one' remembers, 
t'he others, Th'is' is a practi ce that. greups wi thin a Nationall!'ede 
ratiol}. may, wish' te adopt, . . ,. 

All the things.I have been talking about are merely sugges
tions.I hope they will help yeu all in designing your arrangements 
for C.L.C. day .. De let us knew what ye:uin fact .. de. 

The prebl'em .of l!'inance iSdfiialt ,'I'{ith e·lsewhere in, this issue 
and I hope ybU will read that article carefully.• 

'ALLSUBSCR!PTIONS WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN EXPRESSLY CANCELED 

WILL BE PRESUMED RENEWED 
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,M;EETING OF, THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, 

During the first three days of 1971 when the federation of 
the English Chris,tiM Life Movement had 1,l1s' :tre:iriine; ,course. fo1low 
ed'by its annual ,meeting bf the General Council, the new ~fic~rs 
of the Executive <::ouncl1 'of the worlCi ]'ed~r,El:t;l~n, ,alsom~ri1'.l:,Col.£ 
ma-College, West Wickhamnea;r London~ ," ;,;' 

Looking ba<;)k, this. ineeting was d~iC:l,~te~~~. a:nd,r~:(tf~. 
,Since the Council 'includedlliemoers from nme' differerit nations',i t 

was found that, in spite ,.of .the usual fru:stra.:I;ionsof'notbeing 
able ,to ll,aildle aIL the questions ,which me)liber. !ederat±i:msdesireq", 
there was' a 'genuine gratltude for the' chance to, work :together ,in 
the spirit of the CW,and 9J;l.t~ebasi's· of mutual 'c,o~i'den~e ,"0,'; 

, ", Tlie evaluation of thewoikof' the 'ne\;C~uh~il.reca'lle~: 'thi' 
vigorous efrorts of the president RdiatidC!l-lcat a,ndof ~everai menL 
ber federations 'to dr!3-wthe',concluslons, from, Sto DQmingo 1,910: 
This resulted 'HI-stof,all, ,~n,'aIl\as.tonishingnu'mberof Jielega,t~s 
sending to ,'the World J!'edera,tidil'the,ir .t!J.oci:gCi:ts: pp. ;iSt'o, Domingo'! 
which reflected a great desif-e'to accept' the, chiUlengeand'a;J,:$o 
in a true coll,esionamong the federations together, with a:,seiious 
concern for .strengthening the basis of .the .CLC .J;qoveme:p.t.~·:,~,·, ;~" 
, , ., . ."",' ~ . -. • _." ~ .,.' '. ~_.' "-C';.' ':~.,:';' 

'The ,members, of' the CoUnCil h!3-d8.J.ready, by. !c9r;e'~pontlence a.", 
gree'd with' ,theresults ' of' a t1).ourougp,'study byR61~d (Jalcat" 
wh:{q!ipointed to sollie changes in the Roman Secret'S.riate, : :lI1order 
that ,it might become mo;re e;ffective in' its assistance to the fed-' 
erations: In the, meantime ~ :Edythe VIes t.enhave r , who had le.ft her 
profession several years ago to give herself, fUiitimetoserving 
the World Federation,returned to the U.S.A. villere"s;iiewill resp,me,; 

, herprofesS:lon:as a j()'urll,alist., The Counci~\.rished ,to, expres's it~ 
deep appreciation of, 'the outstanding generosity and .spiri,t,o!: 
Edythe Westenhaver. Further. the U.S. National Federatiop was ask':' 
ed by the Council ,to.express in a ~pecial way their i~ensegrat-
itude to, Edythe. ' ' . , 

, JOl3sGsell, preciously Executive Secretary' of,. tlvieGlir~tiEm~ 
ne" in'Fran'ce~' was unanimously appointed 'tc;? succeE1d Edythe, west~!!; 
haver as Exe~cutive Secre'tary of the World Federation,. JQS~ outEn 
ed'some possiple activl.'tie,S and a proposed manner "of ,proce,dllre' 
for the world secretariate. It ,shoUld be able to .:\"Ul;fill a two
fold tal3k: toassemible informations and. the, activi'tie1'l ,end: needs: 
of the CLC indifferent count:ri~S, andsec9ndly to carrY out or 
totranslnit to me)Ilber federations the directives of,the'Executive 
CounciL . It se,emed speCially. necessar.Yth~t the 's~~:retariatef' 
'shOUld remain in closet'ouch wi ththe'actual life of the CLC., Be
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sides being asel"iice center the secretariateshould represent 
the }YorldFederation.within theinternationalorganizations.These 
proposals met unanimous acceptance by the memberS .of the.Council. 

Fr. Paulussen announced that ·Fr. Arno Dischipger had asked 
for a temporary relief from his duties as vice-ecclesiasticalas-. 
slstant': All the members present were sad.denedby the thoug4t of 
his departure all having f.ound in him a personal friend. However, 
the Executive Council of the World Federation agreed to act on 
.the request of Fr. Dischinger to be suspended of. his responsibi! 
i ties as v'ice';'ecclesiastical ass.istant. . 

The Coimcil felt t~t it would require time to propqsea. su£. 
cessor, who would have the aptitude'~and competence necessary for 
the office of v"ice,-eccle$ia.sticalassistant. It was unanimously 
agreed that. it should alwa.ys bea jesuit priest whereas the asist. 
ant t.o the World Federatton preferably should reiIua.in abi.shop7 
All'were grateful that in the. meantime Fr. Paulussen would conti..,. 
nue to serve the Federation with hisgreatexperience.TheCouncil 
expressed the gratitude of - the members to' Fr.• General of the 50
9iety of Jesus who has agreed not to appoint.the vice~ec()lesiast! 
cal as'sista:nt without previous consultation with the Executive. 
Council. 

As always, the problems of financing the tasks of the. World 
Federation and the se9retariate were of special concern. Themem:.. 
her federations are :urged to send their contributions (one Mur's 
wage' for each member) for the beginning year as soon as pos,s.ible 
directly to the secretariate itl Rome. ' 

AI:) to the somewhat changed international review Progressio, 
which ought. to continue. to.beot serVice to the member feder!, 
tions, it was agreed that beginning with this number .the periodi
cal will appear in English, French and Spanish in separate edi
tions six t,imes a year. . 

Although the National Federation of the Philippines had in
'vitedtheWorld Federation to hold its next General Council in 
1973 in lYIanila the Council agreed, after a serious reflection .and 
discussion,. to prefer GermP...ny as. had been planned in Santo Domin
go. Well awa..re of '.the fact that Asian countries would be able to 
participate .with a. greater number of de:).egates in Manila',~l' 
felt it neccssaryho\vever to consider that most of .the existant 
groups' are geographically closer to Germany •. !f the meeting were 
held in Asia, the traveling expenses would be too havya burden 
for most of the federations. However the Council was a..."UI:ious to 
hold the following meeting .in one of the' Asian countries. It was. 
unanimously .decided . that on!! CLQ member. from the country where 
the.I:leet;i.ngwill take place, should be anon-voting consultant to 
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The Executive Council for' one year ,prior to the, meeting of :the 
Qeneral Council thus to assure an effective'preparat.ion, 

As to the future relations with ,the Latin Aroerican federa~ 
tions who left ,the World Federation last year.~ all desired colla'b 
,oration and friendship ,with the members ahd leaders of these COin: 
iD:unities. At the same time it was eI!lPlll:tsilQed.that information and' 
e:l;'fective help ,should especially be given ,those m~mbers and coun

·tries of 'Latin America who desire to share the way' 9,:f l'i:fe' 6f the 
CLCacqording to our common norms and who want ·tobecome or to re 
main members 'of the international movement • 'ThuS it,was deC.ided-; 
'that, .before considering further stages of' collabo:r:ation, the pre's 
ident Roland Calcat andFr.l?aulussen should plan as ,soon' as pps=' 
sible a trip to those'ten countries ,which have 're~e:ilt1yexpressed 

,their interest in' the World Federation'. 
". ~, 

A report on the'European initiativel\! such' astlleEuropean 
CLC'meetings in,Chantilly, '}la.nresa and, also the worki:f the 
",Mixed Commission" charged withstudylng thefundB.tnental princi':" 
ples and a' modern' approach to 'the Spiritual 'EXercises "showed 
clearly 'the value 'of this work and that' of tbe' "European Eguipe ,i 

·which should have a ·real influence on the ""hole movement. '. 

, On ,the request of the l{ational Federatiolll;! of U.S.A.',·!iJ.:1.,. Ii;. 
greedagaUi that national'editions of ..the General P~iriciplEl'!3a.nd 
Statutes should be approved, by the ,Wo;rld Federatiqn. HowevElr" 
'thisappro'l'Iil can be given by the president, the ecclesiast:lca:l, 
assistant and theexecutlve secretary. Only' incas'es 'of serious 
'doubt should the· fUll' Executive Council 'jUdgetheirqonformity 
wi t:l1 the spirit of the Gf:ffieral Principles.' 

J)uetolack oft!me, further points, especially, the stUdy of 
the question of CLC for y6uth,aid .. tClthe,'developing countries', 
service :for :federations on their way to reneWal, a questionna:ire 
to help the World· Federation w:!,thaccurate stat.istics'andreflec
tions on the evolution,of QLC,.and its, spir1tuality, had. to'be 

'postponed till the next meeting, which&hoU;Ld be held inPhila
delphia, U.S.A;. inconriection with the U~S. National Federation, 

· Convention, August, 22-25, i97J.. 
, ' 

All participants expressed the,:l::i-grati tUde for the outstand
, ing hQspi tality of . the National Christian Lifel\~ovetnexit 'of Eng-: 
'l:ahd. ' 
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THE FINANTIAL SITUATION 

by John PARSONS, Treasurer 

Elsewhere I have written about World CLC Day and I have. sug
gestea.one or two points that seem to me to be relevant to the 
responsibility of .the laYmen to CLe. I have deHberately asked to 
write separately about Finance because I do not want to give the 
impression that either lor the other members of the Executive 
Council place F~lance at the tOll' of the. list of the various res
ponsibili ties •.It ,is no good pretending that it is not a very im
portan.t matter and that .the veryex;istence of the World Federa
tion depends upon your incieased support. I know well enough that 
many of .the efforts you have made. in· the past to collect your sub 
scriptions have meant a lot of sacrifice for .,some people. The sad 
fact is that even so the amounts that have come in have not been 
suff;i,c·1ent.topay tb,e salary of the Executive· Secretary let alone 
all the exPenses of. running .the Federation. Had .i t not been for 
,the. generos;i,ty, of the Society' of Jesus and some kind', benefactors 
weshouldllot·have been able to.' survive. Now we are atacr~ss
roads· andif'w.e;donot have a greatly increased .income:we shall 

. not be able to operate' ,efficiently• 

Any organisation which. depends upon voluntary subscriptions 
ha,s: todec;i.de whether to. limit itsactivitiesaccording.to its in' 
come or ~o s.e.ttle its level of activity and. then set about get:: 
tingtl:J.enece$saryfunds. We have decided upon the latter. course 
be'Cause we are convinced that the service given by the Fe'deration 
nnis.t'be. imProved if we are to make the most effective use of CLC 
in the world today. So 1IIIlCh needtl' to pedone. iVe need to have! a 
bette.r· exchange of informa.tion, we, need to be able to send mem
0&1'6. of the Executive Council to vis·i t the NationalFederations 
so t~t·theymay ·understand more fully 'what CLC is trying· to a_. 
chieve on the national and international leveL We n'eed to be 
able to develop the whole concept of the mission Ctf OLC to the 
world. 

From· 1965 to 1969 petwe.en 3,500 artd 4,000 US.Dollars per 
year have been ·subscribed. I have not yet been able .to assess the 
'final figure for,1970, but it is in the region of 2,700 dollars. 
That shows the seriousness of the situation. Even if we had recei 
ved· 4,000 for 1970, it would not have covered the total deficit 
in the operation of the Federation. Indeed it would not have cov
ered the expenses of the Federation even when .gifts were taken iE! 
to acOunt. When one remembers that the Federation does not p~y 

for the office accommodation or for. the services of the Jesuit 
Fathers, you will see how dreadful the situation is. 
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The General C9illlcil at Santo Domingo agreed a budget of 15, 
000 dollars. This may seem a lot but I can assure you that it 
does not equate to the total amount of money that in one way or 
another has been devoted to the bU!,!iness of the World Federation •. 
Fares for members of the Executive Council alone would account 
for a substantial. figure and these have been covered in the past 
by contributiGlns from the members of the Council and from,Natio
nal Federations and other bodies. But I would certainly breathe a 
sigh of relief if contributions amounted to 15,000 dollars in 
1971. How do 'we dO it? Your representatives, yours not mine or 
the Executive Council, passed a resolution at Santo Domingo that 
each National Federation send a subscr~ptionequal to one hours 
salary per person per year for each member of CLe. 

I realise only too well the call on your money and also the 
great difficulties that some countries have in collecting and 
sending money. Will you 'do your best. You should send your contri 
butions to the Executive Secretary.in Rome, NOT TO ME. This is 
because of certain administrative' considerations with which I 
will'notbore you. The resolution at Santo Domingo said that this 
subscription should be collected on World OLO Day-and sho1l1d·be 
remitted not later than three months thereafter. Will you all 
please dO' your best to meet this request and send the money as 
soon as possible. Obviously the full hours pay can only be sent 
by those at work but ,I would ask students to make as generous a 
contribution as possible. 

I will send as detailed as possible a stat~ment of account 
in the next month or two. and I can promise you that your money 
will be spent qarefullyand wisely. The Executive Council have 
embarked upon a programme of activit~ based upon the budged a
greed by the General Oouncil.Please see that the money is raised. 
It will not be easy and it will require positive planning by tho
se who read this message.I am confident you will not let us down. 
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