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FOREWORD 


With joy, we publish the, tex;t of the General Principles 
of theChri'stianLHe Community. 

This text replaces the former one of 1971.preserves 
the ','best of our tradition and incorporates the main 
developments since 11)71 up 'ttl now. The approval of 
these General Principles at the General Assembly by a 
large consensus indicates' that ,God is addressing us 
through them. In fact, the General Prlnciple.se:J(press 
the way in' which we wailtto respond to Christ'5 call. 
They are our '~ovenant lHth God) with the Church and 
with all people. 

With this conviction) we have come to the Apostolic See 
with humility and a spirit of faith to be confirmed in 
our vocation and liiimt but to live it atnongthePeople 
of God. '-. In receiving its confirmation and cannonical 
approval, we have experienced : once again the life of 
the Church expressing itself thtough a very old rite in 

• I 

the history 'of the pilgrim People of God: the solerrn'l 
confirmation of a covenant. 

May this double approval help us to grow, in our sense 
of communion with the whole Church in its efforts to 
extend the Gospel in a lasting and profound way in the 
great variety of places, persons and situat~ons. May we' 
also grow in our love for the Pope and the Apostolic 
See, visible expression of the mystery of the Church. 

These General Principles will help us to fulfill our 
deepest desires of service. Let us pray on thein, 
individually and' in community. Let us use them as an 
inspiration and a point of ref~rence when we review our 
lives and program our activities.

J • 

Encouraged . by 'the :example of Francis Xavier, on whose 
Feast we received our cannonical approval from the Holy 
See, let us offer to the Church our life as an 
apostolic Ignatian community. 

./ 
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PONTIFICIUM CONSILIuM:' 
PRO LAICIS 

1620/90/AIC-50 

DECREE 

Having consider.ed and carefully studied the text 
of the "General Principles of t'he Christian Life Commun­
ityl', approved by the World Assembly qf that association 
of faithful in Guadalajara (Mexico) on 7th September 1990, 
and subsequently submitted to the Pontifical Council for 
the Laity for canonical appr.oval, 

, Also bearing, in mind the "General Norms of the 
Christian Life'Community", approved in the same Assembly, 

Recognizing in the Christian Life Community the 
joint continuation of the Marian Congregations initiated 
by Jean Leunis, s.j. whioh still trace their origins to 
I1those groups of 'lay people that developed after 1540 in 
different parts of the world through the initiative of 
Saint 'Ignatius Loyola and his companions" (General 
Principles, preamble 3), 

In appreciation, of a venerable association 
erected by the Bull Omnipotent is , Dei of His Holiness 
Gregory XIII (5 December 1584), sustained and encouraged 
subsequently by numerous pontifical doclllIlents, particular­
ly by the Apostolic Constitution Bis Saeculari of His 
Holiness Pius XII (27November 1948) enriched by exampl~s 
of holiness and apostolic fruits, 

Taki'ng into account the actual commitment of "men 
and women, adults and youth, of all social conditions who 
want to follow jesus Christ more closely anp. work with ,him 
for ,the building of the Kingdom, who have recognized 

) 
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Christian Life Community as their' particular vocation 
(within the Church" in accordance with their own charism 
'and spirituality (cfrjGeneral Principles, part 1), 

i 
Recalling that the former World Federation of 

Christian Life Communities was recognized as an Internat­
ional CatholicOrgantzation and that its Statutes were 
approved by the Holy' See 'on 31 May 1971 after a period of 
three years ad experimentum, 

Also conside~ing the actual norm of the Code of 
,Canon Law relative to Associations of the faithful within 
the Church, 

TEE PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR THE LAITY 

CONFIRMS the Christian Life Co~uni ty as~ a publi~ inter­
nation.h Association of faithful, of pontifical right, 'in 
accordance with canons 312 and following, of the present 
Code of Canon Law, 

IAND APPROVES its "General Principles" presented,in their 
original form and deposited in the Archives of~ this 
Dicastery. 

It is highly signif~cant that this pontifical 

approval of the "General Principles of the Christ ­

ian Life Communi tyil occurs precisely in the 

Jubilee year which celebrates the ~OOth annivers­

ary of the birth 'of St~ Ign~tius Loyola and the 

450th anniversary of the founding of the Society 

of Je~us. Ther~fore all the members of the 

Christian Life Community should take. to heart 

what has been written in the letter ,of Rev. Fr. 

Peter-Hans Kolvenbach when he points out that 

"the Ignatian year has no other purpose than the 


" renoyation, in the Spirit, of: the apostolic life, 

both personal and at community level", associat­

ing with this ce;tebraUon in a special way "ap 


r ' 
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thos~ men. and women who collaborate most intimate­
ly with the Society or who take their inspiration 
from Ignatian spirituality" while embracing "the 
Spiritual Exercises in all their. rigour and 
authenticityl1. This we ask of 'the Lord through 
the intercession of the Most Holy Virgin Mary, to 
whom the Christian Life community regards itself 
as profoundly and traditionally united from its 
.very .beginnings and in whom it has always wished 
to inspire its fidelity to the Lord and its 
apostolic and missionary zeal "for the greater 
glory of God". 

Given at the Vatican, on 3 December 1990, 
the feast of St. Francis Xavier. 

Paul J. Cordes r Eduardo F. Card. Pironio 
Vice-President President 

4 



GENERAL. PRINCIPLES 
;OF THE CHRISTIAN L~E COMMUNITY 

\ 

Approved by :she General Assembly on September 7th; 1990 
Confirmed by the Holy See on December ard. 1990 j- - .. 	 . , 

PREAMBLE 

1.' 	 The Three Divine Persops, contemplating t~e 
whole of humanity in .so many sinfulGod loves 
divisions, 	 decide to give themselvesand saves us 
completely to all men and women and liberate 

them from all their chains. Out of love, the Word was 
incarnated and born from Mary, the poor Virgin of 
Nazareth. Inserted . among the poor and sharing with them 
their condition, Jesus invites all of us to give ourselves 
continuously to God and to bring about unity within our 
human family. This gift of God to us and our r,esponse 
continues to this day through the influence of the Holy 
Spirit in all our particular circumstances. Therefore we, 
members of the Christian Life Community, have composed 
these General Principles to aid us in making our own the 
options of Jesus Christ and taking part through Him, with 
~im and in Him in this loving initiative which expresses 
,God'spromise of faithfulness forever. 

2. 	 Because our Community is a way of Christian 
life, these principles are to be interpreted

Guided by not so much by tHe letter of this text but
the Spirit rather by the spirit of the Gospel and the 
interior law of love. This law, which the Spirit inscribes 
in our hea'rts, expresses itself anew in each situation of 
daily life. It respects the'uniqueness of each personal 
vocation and enables us to!be open and free, always at the 

-disposal )of God. It challenges' us. to ,see our serious 
responsibilities and to seek constantly the answers to the 
needs of bur times and to work together with the entire 
People of Godaild all thQse of good will for progress and 
.peace, justice and charity, liberty and the dignity of all 
people. 
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I
J. The Christian, Life Community is a public 

~ world associa.tion whose'executiv~ c~ntre is 
A history of presently in Rome. It is the continuation 

, grace 	 of the Marian Congregations. started by Jean 
Leunis s.j. .and first officially approved by Pope Gregory' 
XIII 1 s bull, Omnipotentis Dei, of December" 5, 1584. 
Going back beyond ,the Marian Congregations we see our 
origin in those groups 9£ lay people that developed after 
1540 in different parts of the ~orld through the initiat ­
ive of Saint Ignatius Loyola and his companions. We live 
,this way of christian life in joyful communion with ~ll 
those who have preceded us, grateful for their efforts and 
apostolic, accomplishments. In love and prayer we relate to 
those many men and women of our spiritual tradition who 
have been proposed .to us by the Church as friends and 
valid intercessors who help us to fulfill our mission. 

PART ONE: OUR .CHARISM 

4. 	 Our Community is made up of Christians: men 
and women. adults and youth, of all social 
conditions who want to follow Jesus ChristPurpbse 
more closely and work with him for the 

building of the Kingdom. who have recognized Christian 
Life Community as their particular vocation within the 
Church. We aim to become committed Christians in bearing 
witness to those human and Gospel values within the Church 
and society which affect.the dignity of the person, the 
welfare of the family and. the integrity of creation. We 
are particularly aware of the pressing need to work fdr 
jusqce through a preferential option for the poor and a' 
simple life style which expresses our freedom and solidar' ­
1:ty with them. To prepare our members more effectively for 
apostolic witness and serv:.ice, ,especially in our daily 
environment. we assemble people in community who feel'a 
more urgent need to unite their human life in all its 
'dimensions with the fullness of their 'Christian faith 
.according , to our charism. We seek to achieve this unity of 
life in response to the call of Christ from within the 
world in which we live. 
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5. 	 Thespiritual1ty of our Community is 
centered on. Christ and on participation ,in 
the Paschal Myster.'y. It draws from theSources 

, 
c 

~ Sacred Scriptures, the l,iturgy, the doctrin­
al development. 'of the Church, and the' revelation of God's 
will through 'the event's of Qui times. Within the context 
of these universal sources, we hold the Spiritual 
Exercises of St. Ignatius as the specific source and ,the 
characteristic instrument of our spirituality. Our vocat­
ion calls us C to live this spiritua\lity, which opens and 
dispo,ses us. to whatever God wished in each concrete situat­
ion of our' daily. life. We recognize particularly the 
necessity of prayer ,and discernment, personal and commun­
al, . of' 'the daily examination of'consGiousness and of 
spiritual guidance as important means for seeking and 
finding God in ,all things. \ 

6. 	 Vnion with Christ leads to union with the 
Church where Christ here and now continues 

Sense of his mission of salvation. By, making 
the Church ourselves sensitive to thei signs of the, 
times and the' movements of the Spirit, we will be better 
able toencouriter ,Christ in all persons and in all situat­
ions:' Sharing'the riches of membership of t:he Church, we 
participate in the liturgy, meditate upon the Scriptures, 
and learn, . "teach and promote Christian doct:i'ine. We work 
together with 'the hierarchy and other ecclesial leaders, 
motivated by a common ~oncern for the problems and 
progress of all people and open to the situations in which 
the Church finds itself' . today" This sense ot the Church 
impels us to creative and concrete collaboration for the 

'work 	 of advancing the re~gn of God on earth, and inc:ludes 
a readiness to go and serve where the needs of the Church 
so demand. 

7. 	 'OUr gift Qf self finds'its expression in a 
persbnal commitment" to the World Community, 

Community through 'a freely chosen local community.
bonds Such a local commurli ty, centered' in the 
Eucharist, is a 'concrete experience of unity in love and 
action. In facio each of our communities is a gathering of 



people in Christ., ,a, ceill of his mystical Body. We are 
bound together bY·our connnon connnitment, our common way of 
life! and ou,r recognition and love of Mary as our llIlother. 
Our responsibility .todevelop the bonds of connnunity does 
not stop with our lo~alr· community but extends to the 
National and 'World Christian Life Connnunity, to the 
ecclesial connnunities of which we are part (parish, 
diocese), to the whole Church qnd'to all people of good 
will. 

8. "As me~bers ,of the pilgrim' People of God, we 
. have received from ,'Christ the mission of 

Apostolic being his witnesses before all people by our 
life atti tudes, words and actions,. becoming 
identified· with his mission of bringing the good news to 
the poor, proclaiming liberty to captives and to the blind 
new sight,· setting the downtrodden free· and proclaiming 
the Lor'd I s year of favour .0ur life is essentially 
apostolic. The ,field of CLC mission knows no limits: it 
extends both to the· Church and the. world, in order to 
bring the gospel of salvation to ~ll people and to serve 
individual persons and society by opening hearts to 
conversion and struggling to change oppressive structures., 

a) 	 Each of us receives ,from G.od a call 'to make Christ 
and his saving action present to our surroundings. 
This personal apostolate is indispensable for 
extending ,the Gospel in a lasting iind penetrating way 
among, the great diversity of persons, places and 
situations. 

b) 	 At the same time,. we exercise a corporate or group 
apostolate in a great variety of forms, whether 
through group action initiated or sustained by the 
Community through suitable structures, or through 
involvement of members in existing secular and 
religious organizations and efforts •. 

c) The Connnunity helps us to live this apostolic 
connnitment in its different dimensions, and to be 
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always open, to what'.is more urgent and universal, 
particularly througb the "Review of life" and through 
personal 'and communal discernment. We try to give an 
apostolic sense to even the most humble realities of 
daily life. :i 

d) 	 TheCoriununity urges us to proclaim the Word of God 
and to work for the reform of structures of society, 
participating in 'efforts to liberate the victims; from 
all sort of discrimination and especially to abolish 
differences between· rich and poor. We wish to 
contribute to the evangelization of, cultures from 
within. We desire to do all this in an ecumenical 
spirit,. ready to collab,Oratewith thos~ initiatives 
that hdng about unity, among Christians. Our life 
finds its permanent inspiration in the Gospel of the 
poor and humble Christ. \ 

9. Siace the spirituality of our Community is 

Union. with 
centered on 
in· relation 

Christ, we seethe role of Mary 
to Christ: she is~the model of 

our own collaboration in Christ's mission. 
Ma'tylg cooperation with God begins with her tlyesH in the 
mystery of the Annunciation-Incarnation.. Her effective 
service as shown in her visit to Elizabeth and' her 
solidarity with the poor as re~lected in the Magnificat, 
make her an inspiration ftir our action for justice in the 
world today.' Maryls cooperation in her Son's mission, 
continued all through her life, inspires us. to give 
ourselves totally to God in union .with Mary, who by 
accepting the designs of God' became our mother and ther 

moth~r of all. Thus we. confirm our own mission of service 
to the world' received in baptism and cpnf~rination. We 
honor Mary, the Mother of God, in a special way, and we 
rely. on her intercessl,on in fulfilling our vocation. 

- 9 


http:what'.is


PART' TWO 
LIFE AND ORGANIZATION OF THE COMMUNITY 

\ 
10. Men'lbers 

Becoming a member of Christian Life Community 
presupposes a personal vocation';'During a period of time· 
determined :i,n the Gene~al Norms, the candidate is 
introduc'ed into the way of life proper to ctC. This time 
is allotted' for the candidate and the wider Community to 
discern the candidate's vocation~ Once the decision has 
been taken,and approved by th~wider Community, the member 
assumes a temporary c.ommitment and, with the help of the 
Community, tests his/ her aptitude .for living according to 
the end and spirit of CLC.Aftera suitable per'iod of tim~, 
determined by the General Norms, permanent commitment 
follows. 

" 11. 	Community. Bonding 

As a primary means ot formation and 
continuing growth, members come toge£her on a regular 
basis in a stable local . community, to assure a deep 
sharing by members of their faith and human life, a true 
community atmosphere and a strong commitment to mission 
and service. 

12. Way of Life 

a) 	 The way of life of Christian Life Community commits 
its members, with the help of the community, to 
strive for a "continuing per~onal and social growth 
which is' spiritual, human and apostolic. In practice 
this. involves participation in the Eucharist whenever 
possible; an active sacramental life; daily practice 
of personal prayer, especially that based on Sacred 
Scripture; discernment by means of a daily review of 
one's life and, if possible, regular spiritual 
direction; an annual interior renewal in accordance 
with the sources of our spirituality; and a love for 
the Mother of God. 
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b) - Since the Christian Life Community aims to work with 
Christ ,.f'or ,the "adyance~ent 'of God t s reign, all 
individual members are' called to" an active participat­
ion 'in the vast field. of apostolic, service.' A'po~tolic 
discernment, bothindividual and c,ommunal, is the 

,ordinary way of discovering how best, :to 'bring 
! Christ t s, presence" concretely, to our world. Our 

broad and demanding missipn requires of 'each member a 
willingness to participate in social and political 
'life and to, develop human qualities and professionai 
skills, in oider to become more competent workers'and 
convincing witnesses. Furthermore, it demands also 
simplicity in all aspect:s of life, in order to follow, 
more closely Christ' in His poverty and to preServe 

, inner apost~lic freedom. 
( 
\ 

c) 	 Finally, each one assumes responsibility for particip­
ating in the meetings and other activities' of the 
Community", and to help and ehcourageother members ~o 
pursue their' personal vooation"always ready to give 
and to receive advice and aid as fr:lEmds in the Lord. 

13. Government 

a) The World Christian Life Community is governed by the 
General·· Assembly,which, determines norms and 
poUciesi ,and, by the EXecutive Council 'which is 
responsible for their ordinary implementat:i:on~The 

'composition 'and' functions of these bodies are 
spec,ified in the General Norms. 

b) 	 The National Community, constituted according to the 
General Norms, comprises all those members who are 
striving to live out theCLC way of life and mission 
within a giveri.country.. The (National Community is 
governed by a National Assembly and an Executive 
Council. Their aims are to ensure the structures and 
formation programs necessary for responding 
effectively\ to what is ,needed 'for the harmonious 
development of the whole Community, and for"an 
effective participation of Christian ,Life Community 
in the mission of the Church; 

. 
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d 	 National Connnunities Jrtay, if they find it helpful, 
establish' or approve regional or diocesan .connnunities 
or centers, comprising the local: communities of a 
given region, diocese, city or institution. They are 
constituted according to the General Norms and the 
National Statutes. 

14. Ecclesiastical Assistant 

Christian Life Connnunity on each level has an 
ecclesiastical assistant, designated in accordance with 
Church law.and the General Norms. The assistant takes part 
in the life of the connnunity in its' various levels accord­
ing to, the General norms. Working in collaboration with 
other leaders of ,the community, he. is principallyrespons­
ible for the christian development of the whole connnunity, 
ana helps its members .grow in: the ways of God, espeCially 
through the Spiritual Exercises. In virtue of the mission 
given him by the hierarchy, whose authority he represents, 
he also has special responsibility for c}octrinal and 
pastoral concerns and for the harmony, proper to a 
Christian community.' 

15. Property 

Christian Life Community on each level can, 
if it is useful, own and administer property as a public 
ecclesial person.,. in accordance with Church law and the 
civil laws of the country in question. Ownership and 
administration of such property. belongs to the specific 
connnunity. 

PART III: 

ACCEPTANCE OF GENERAL PRINCIPLES 


) 

16. Modification of the G.P. 

;J The General Principles, which express the 
fundamental . identity and charism of the Christian Life 
Connnunity .and therefore its covenant with the Church, haVe 
been approved by the General Assembly and confirmed by the 
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Holy See as the fundamental Statutes' of this World Commun­
ity. Amendments to these General Principles require a two­
thirds majority vote by the General AssemblYAand conflrmat­
ion by the Holy See. 

. , 

. I 
/ 

17. Suspension and·exclusion 

'" Acceptance of the General.Principles of the 
Christi.'in Life Community is a prerequisite for membership 
in CLC on any level. Significan~ failure of a member or a 
local community to observe them is cause for suspension 
and. eventual exclusion by the National Community. 
Significant failure of a. National Community to act when 
one. of its local, communities is not observing them is 
cause for its suspension and eventual exclusion from the) 
World Community. Tberealways remain aright of appeal! 
from a local or regional decision to the national 
community; from a national decision to the World 
Community. 

- 13 




GENERAL NORMS· OF .THE CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMUNITY 

Approved by the General Assembly on September 7th, 1990 

\ 

1. Membership 

l. 	 A person can become a member. of the World Christian 
Life Community in one of the following ways: 

a. 	 By initiating along with others a local pre-CLC 
community, which is accepted by a regional or 
national community_, The accepting community must 
provide the formation resources for the development 
of this new community~ 

b. 	 ·By being a member of an existing group of Christians 
which, has chosen the CLC way of life. This group 
accordingly has been received as a local community by 
the regional or national community, which is its 
accepting community. 

c. 	 By joining an existing local community .. which is the 
accepting community, and which provides the means of 
formatipn. 

2. 	 In ,whichever way admission. takes place, the new 
memb~rs must be helped by the Community .to assimilate 
the CLC way of life, atrd to decide whether a cal1~ an 
ability and a willingness to live'; it are present, -and 
to become identified with the wider Christian Life 
Community. After a period of time ordinarily no 
longer than four years and no le~s than one, they 
assume a temporary commitment to this w?y of life. An 
experience of the Sp. Ex. is strongly recommended as 
a means of arriving at this pE~rsonaldecision. ' 

3. 	 The temporary commitment continues as such until, 
after a process of discernment. the member expresses 
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his or her permanent commitment to CLe, unless he or 
she freely withd:raws from the community or is 
excluded by it. The length of time between temporary 
and permanent"commitment should be,ordinarily no 'more 
than, eight, years and 'no less than two. ' 

" 4. 	 An experience of the complete Spiritual Exercises in 
one of their several :forms (in daily life, a closed 
month, retreats over several years), precedes 

, permanent commitkent to Christian Life Community. 

s. 	 The forms of these personal commitments are left to 
the National Communities. It, is suggested that ~ 
printed model of these personal commitments, be drawn 

,up 	 by each 'national community and that they ipclude 
an explicit reference to' the acceptance of the 
Gener,al Principles of CLC. 

, 
6. 	 .. All that is said above must be understood and pract­

iced according to age, culture and other specific 
characteristics. For this purpose the National 
Commun~ties must develop formation programmes, 
diversified if necessary for various groupin~s of 
members and the various, exceptional circumstances 
which may arise for individual members. 

, 7. 	 The Christian Life Community is a,particular way of 
following Jesus "Christ and working with Him to b,ring 
about the reign of God. It allows for many different 
individual responses and does not value one more than 
another., Within the richness of the Gospel and the 
tradition of the Church and ,as a result of their 
growing in Christ, some CLC members may desire to 
emphasize one or more of the many eyangelical 
counsels by taki~g private vows. Likewise, persons or 
groups of persons who have taken such vows outside 
CLC can be, accepted into the community'on the same 
basis as all the others. 
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II. Way of life 

8. 	 National and regi,onal cOlllID,Ul'lities must find ways for 
making accessible to all members the ·actu.al 
experience of t1:1e Spitrit'Qal Exercise$ of Saint 
Ignatiu$, of spiritual" guidanQe~ and of other means. 
of growth in the·.spirit~ 

9. 	 A$ a primal.'"Y me.an.13 to continue our growth as perl?on$ 
and as Chri.13.tiCUl LHe Community, Ollr ordinary'· way of. 
decil;;ion-making at Gl,ll levels is a discerning 
approach, and even a fQrfil.aol Qommullity discer1)lllent for 

, the 	more important share.el decisions. 

Hl. 	 In tbe spiri,t of its best tradi1;.ioIh 8,nd for t1:le sake 
0:1: greater aPostolic e:fficacy, the Chris.ti.an Life 
Conmnmity at all levels promotes t1:1e partlcipation of 
its memQen~ in joint projects to respond to. va:riQu$ 
and changing needs. Nat.ionalor in:terllational 
networks, speciaUzed apo13to1ic teams. or other su.ch 
initiatives I1)qy be set up by the COnJ1)lUl"dty wbere 
appropriat¢. 

11. 	 Likewise, in the same tradition and. in view of the 
formatioll of its. member$. and 0+ ot1:1er people, the 

,~ChristiaIl. 	 'LUe eOJDIllunity at all levels promotes 
~orkshops, $emina,rs,. cqu.rses, pu1;>·Ucqtions all:d. other 
's'Qc1:1 in:ltiatlves. 

12. 	 For the sake of ~tual help ~nd apostolic collqborat.., 
ion.. the Christian Life. Community at any qppropriate 
level can affiUate other associations of people who 
wish to. share :i,n Ollr way of H:f;e b'Qt not,· to becQme 
ftl,ll mempers. Similarly, the Christian LUe' Community 
at any .;tppropriate level can. find ways of expressing 
meaningful' links with' personsol; tnstit:q;tionswnQ are 

, somehow related to, the same tradi tiQu. ' 

16 ­
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1.3. 	 Special attention' must be given at the world and 
national levels to ensure that fall local communities 
be helped to live a ,genuine CLC process with a 
well-formed guide and an efficient coordinator. 

14. 	 All that is said above, both with regard to apostolic 
and ,formative ' challenges, supposes a good 
collaboration with the' Society ·of Jesus and with 
other persons, communities and institutions that 
share in the ignatian tradition. 

III. Life and Government of the Community 

A. General'Assembly 

15. 	 The General Assembly is the supreme governing body of 
CLC. It is made up of the Executive Council and the 
delegation of each National Community. Each delegat­
ion will consist normally of three delegates, ·one of 
whom should be the Ecclesiastical Assistant or his 
representative. Difficulties which may arise in 
making up the delegations are to be settled by the 
Executive Council. 

16. 	 The General Assembly: 

a) Approves the activity reports' and accounts of the 
period since the previous assembly. 

b) Sets ,the policies and orientations for the' period up 
to the next General Assembly. ~ 

c) Decides the financial policies to be followed. 
d) Decides on proposed amendments to the General 

Principles and 'General Norms. 
e) Confirms the establishment of new national commun­

ities. 
',. f) Elec1;:s the Executive Council for the period until the 

next Assembly. 

17. 	 The General ,Assembly meets normally every 4 years and 
is convened by the ExCo at least 12 months in 
advance. 
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18, 	 The President· is empowered 'to convene the General 
Assembly at other times following consultation with 
the national communities and the written agreement of 
one third of them." 

19. 	 In the" Gener.al Assembly each~,NationalCommunityhas 
one vote and decisions are taken in a spirit of 
discernment by a majority vote providing a quorum is 
present. A quorum consists of 50% of the national 
communities. In the Assembly,the Executive Council 
has one vote in the person of the President. 

B. Executive Council 

20. 	 The Executive Council is resp<;msible for the ordinary 
government 'of ,"the Co~unity. It is made up of 7 
elected members and) appointed members and a maximum 

.of 	two coopted members. 

21a) 	The elected members of the Executive Council are: the 
president, the vice-president, the secretary, the 
treasurer, and three consultors, all elected by the 
Generp.1 Assembly for a period of four years. They may 
be re-e1ected only once to the same office. 

·b) 	The appo.}nted members of the Executive Council are 
the ecclesiastical assistant; the vice-ecclesiastical 
assistant, who is the head (of the Jesuit Central 
Secretariat for CLC in Rome; and the executive' 
secretary. 

c) 	The World Executive Council may, if it wishes, coopt 
one or.two additional consuu.tors. 

22 .. 	The Executive Council is responsible for: 

a) Promoting the implementation of the General 
Principles and General Norms. 

b) The implementation of ,the policies and decisions 
taken at the) General Assemblies. 
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c) 	Fostering national communities, stimulating their 
mut~al assistance and collaboration, and,promoting 
the~r active participation in the world mission of 
CLC. 

d) Assuring",. CLC representation in programs of internat- l 

ional cooperation wherever it may be opportune, for 
example in collaboration 'with the Conference of 
International Catholic Organizations~ 

e) 	Promoting the implementation of the teachings of the 
Church, especially that of Vatican Council II and its 
further developments. 

f) 	Encouraging the fuller sharing,by national ,and other 
communities, between each other and with tpe World 
Community', of their· documentation, experiences, 
personnel and,matet:'ial'resources. 

g) Promoting and encouragipg specific'projects particul­
arly in accordance with norms 10 and 11. \, 

h) Encouraging and! crf?ating initiatives necessary to 
fulf ill all ,thes,e tasks. 

23. 	 The Executive Council meets, at least once a year. It 
informs all national communities of its activities. 

24. 	 In the 'Executive Council~ decisions are taken in a 
spirit of discernment by a majority vote providing a 
quorum '~s present. A quorum ,consist's of 5 members. 

25. 	 ~e '. Executive Council maintains a Secretariat f6r~ 
car:rying out its policies and decisions. 

26. 	 The' Executive Secretary is appointed by the Executive 
Council, which determines the rights and responsibil ­
ities of the office. 

27. 	 For .all official communications' the address of the 
'World 	 Secretar.iat .. is to be considered as the address 
of the Executive Council.· 

28. 	 Nominations for all elected officers are'to be propos­
ed to 'the World· Executive Council in writing at least 
fo~r months before the meeting of the, General 
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Assembly at which elections are to take place. Nomin­
ations are submitted, by each national community 
through its executive council. 

29. 	 A list of candidates for the presidency ,of the 
Christian Life Community is to be/presented to the 
Holy See at least three months prior to the election. 

C. Establishing New Communities 

30. 	 Though the Christian Life Community is one, it may 
nevertheless ~otnprise groupings of National Commun­
ities according to' common specifics or relating to 
territory. ' \ 

:31. 	 The World Community officially establishes a single 
national community in a given country. When 
circumstances make formation of a single national 
community impossible, the World Community may 
establish more than one comrnunityin a country·or one 
community to include more than one country. 
Establishment of a new national community is first 
approved . by . the World Executive CounciL Such 
approval makes the newly established community 
eligible henceforth f0r, all the rights and 
obligations of membership. However, the decision is 
to be confirmed by the General Assembly. 

32./ 	The Church authority which grants. official·approval 
to a national, regional or local community is the 
World Christian, Life Community, canonically approved 
by the Holy See, with the consent of the bishop or 
bishops concerned; for communities established in 
places belonging to the Society of Jesus or in those 
whose charge has been confided to it, the consent 
required is, according to the pontifical documents, 
that of' the General or Vicar General of the Society 
of Jesus, who may delegate this authority to the 
prOVincial or to the ecclesiastical assistant. 
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33. 	 Every established national connnurlity must accept: 
( 

a) The General Principles and General Norms. 
b) The resolutions approved by the General Assembly. 
c) The financial contribution fixed by the Executive 

Council. ' 

34.' 	 The Executive Council of the World Connnunity, ,respect- . 
.ing r the legitimate rights and obligations of the Nat­
ional Connnunitieswi11 take action regarding a nation­
al connnunity pn1y in the event ofnon-ccomp1iance with 
General Norm 33. The General Assembly reserves to 
>itself the right of expulsion. 

D. National Gonnnunities 
" 

35. 	 Each nationalconnnurtity as ·a branch of the. World 
Community establishes its own statutes in conformity 
with ,the General Principles and General Norms and the 
stage of development of the· national connnunity. Such 
statutes would ordinarily deal with:· 

a) Membership -in and admission to the national 
community. 

b) Goals and means of the national community. 
c) Re1at'ionship with the hiera.rchy 
d) Structures for choosing leaders and for making 

decisions. 
e)-'Procedure for selecting delegates to the World 

General Assembly. .. , 
f) Any other matters ~ssential to ordering the life, 

unity, growth and mission of the nation~h community. 

The statutes of national connnunities are to be.. 
confirmed by the Executive . Council of :the World 
Connnunity • 

36'. 	 Each National Connnunity may establish regional, 
diocesan, parochial or .other suitable units as may 
faci:litate its development. 
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37. Secretariats may 'be established: by national commun­
ities which desire them for the purposes of coordin-

l. ation,counsel and promotion. 

38. 	 National Communities are free to enter into relation­
ship with each other' for apostolic projects or any 
other jus't· con~erfis. Any" new structure resulting from 

'such 	 initiatives,:U it ·intends to act in the name of 
th(l}se ··natipnal. communlties, must have ·aclear and 
specific mandate approved by the Executive CounCil. 

\ 

E. Local Communities 

39a) Members participate .in . the 1ifeof the community a~ 
several concentric levels.. The local community level 

. (also cailed "small :CLC community"or simply "group") 
is the most appropriate for a communal continuation 
of the dynamics of life generated by the Spiritual 
Exercises.! TheSe' ·smaHcommunitiespractice the type 
of prayer and relationshipswhichfdster a process of 
integration of faith and life by offering to all 
members' a permanent· ;communal verification of their 
spiritual and apostolic growth. 

b) 	Experience shows ,that for this end it is of. great 
help that these communities be composed of: no more 
than twelve members of like qualities, such as age, 
occupation,o+" state· of life, and that they meet 
weekly or every fifteen days. so that the process 
carries over from· dne meeting to the next. 

40. 	 Each local commlinity; within the framework of a wider 
community (a center otchurch, a diocesan or national 
community, or whichever unit is appropriate to the 
different realities) adopts its process for accepting 
riew members, its own 'programs, service, and the 
content· and format· ofits\meetings. All members 
participate periodically in celebrating the Eucharist 
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and share responsibility 'fot'the life of their local 
community and of the wider community 'in which this is 
inserted. Thus,! the: entire community decides all its 
affairs' except those: it delegates to i,ts leaders. 

4iGi) The principal responsibility flOr coordination in each 
local community is vested by' the members in its' 
ele:pted coordinator, who works,in close collaboration 

'with t.he guide ,and possesses such other powers as are' 
delegated by the community. 

b) 	The guide" well formed in the ignatian process of 
growth, helps the community todisce:rn the movements 
at 'work in, the individuals and the community, and 
helps them to maint.;lin a clear idea of the CLC goal 
and process. ,The guide assists the ~ommunity and its 
coordinator to ,find ~nd to use the means needed for 
the community's formation and its mission. The 
guide's 'participation in the life of the community is ' 
conditioned by the 'objectivity needed to carry out 
effectively the role, of guide. The guide is chosen by 
the community.' with~ the approval of the national or 
reg~onal commun~ty. 

F. 	Ecclesiastical Assistant' 
/ 

'42. The World" ecclesiastical 'Assistant to the Christian 
'Life Community is appoihted by the: Holy' See after 
receiving a list of names from the World Executive! 
Council. 

43: 	 The World Christian Life Community accepts as its 
Vice..iEcclesiastic~l Assistant the jesuit who, after 
consultation' with the World Executive Counci~, is 
appointed by Father General of the Society of .Jesus 

'as head of the Jesuit, Secretariat for CLC in' Rome. 

44.' National, 'regional, diocesan or other ecclesiastical 
'assistants are' proposed b:ithe CLC executive councils 
at the equivalent level, but their appointment is 
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Ci?served to the.comp~tent!authority. Generally at the 
national, regional, and diocesan levels,the eceles-/ 
iastical assistant isa pries,t; in special cases the 
competent authority may assign the' function ,to any 
other qualified person, always taking account of the 
role that the CLC expects from its assistants (GP14). 
Procedures ·and formalities for these appointments 
must 	be clearly expr~ssed in the National Statutes~ 

4S.Atthe level of the local community the link with the 
ecclesiastical 'assistant will normally be maintained 
through the local community guide. 

46. 	 The term of office. for a national, regional or 
diocesan ecclesiastical assistant is four years. This 
may be renewed. 

G. Modification of the General Principles 
and General Norms 

47. 	 Changes in' the General Principles and General Norms 
are to be proposed in writing by nationalcommun­
ities to the World Executive Council at least si* 
months prior to a meeting of the General Assembly. 
Copies of formal al)1endments will be circulated to the 
national communities at least three months prior to 
the meeting. A two-thirds majority vote of the 
Assembly is required for approval of·such amendments. 

48. 	 The World Community of itself can both establish and 
amend the General Norms by a two-thirds majority vot~ 
of the General Assembly, with the exception of,norm~ 
21b, .29, 42 and 48 which touch on our relations with 
the Holy See. 

49. 	 A national, community may reword ,the General 
Principles 'and General norms, if need be, for better 
comprehension, as long as the substance is retained, 
subject ,to approval by the World Executive Council. 
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HELP: FOR READING THE GENERAL PRINCIPLES 


The text of the General principles which we are 
nowpublf,shing, - vaH~ since, December 3rd, 1990, is the 
fruit of a lobg process of revision of the'prev:i:ous text, 
which had "heen approved iO; 1971.' 

BeJore voting gn a new text,. n.ati<;mal leaders and 
delegates. to Gua4alajara I gO 'bad . devot.e(\. a great deal of 
time to the stu~y of the 1971 text; and the changes that 
were being proposed t,o it. They acquired in that way a 
greater IaJlliliarity with the main. them.es of the ~eneral 
Prin¢iples, which remain the same as those in the 1971 
text. In fa.o,t, the changes. that have been. :i:ntroduced are 
matters o·f style, empha$is, nuance and explicitation of 
contents. Thi.s (joes not: mean that they have litt1e 
impOrtance. 

In QU;r desire to help people to tmderstand. the 
changes approved by the General Assembly o'f-GUADALAJARA 
190, and, 'hence to d,eepen the main lines of the, General 
Prino,iples. we' have Qrganiz,;ed the main sources that have 
inspired t1:1e changes into s.ix chapters . 

The six chapters Or "souro,esu of the changes are:. 

1.. Qrganb\ation of the materi~l" 
Use of langu:age. 

J:Il. Our Ignatian chat'acter 
IV. Stres's on the apostolic thrust of GLC.. 
V. l(eeping in s.tep with the Gode of Canon I,.aw. 
VI. Chcmg,e from Fed.eration to Community~ 

There is another So1,lrce o,f change which. is 
present in aU six; so We do not ,treat it separately.' It 
is the Mandate giVen by tbe Executive Council to the 
Ad.,.Hoc CQmmislSion which was established to propose 
eventual amendments. The 'mandate was a broad one, and 
ino,luded the need to reflect OYer the life of the Church, 
the d.evelopment o·f theology and the experience' of our 
Chri.stian Life Community. 

.,.. 25 



1. Organization of the material 

. The,. text .. is div:i:ded into two large 'sections, viz 
the General.Principles (GPs) and the General Norms. (GNs). 

,The GPs define o~r t.harism and our covenant with 
the Chtlrch. They fulfill as well what the Code of Canon 
Law 'establishes for lay associations such as ours (cf. CIC 
304) . Changes in them require approval,from the Holy See 
(GP 16). 

, 
The GNs. are more practical orientations for the 

development and life of the Community in line with the 
General Principles, and therefore can be modified by the 
World Community itself (GN 48. cf·.,also' CIC 309). . 

Some sub-titles have been introduced within each 
of these two big sections. The resulting internal struct­
ure of the text is as follows: 

I .. General Principles (1 to 17): 

n. 1 to 	n. 3: Preamble 
n. 4 to n. 9: PART I: 	 Our Char ism 
ii.l0 	to n.15: PART II: Life and organization of the 

Community 
n.16 .to n.17 : PART III: Acceptance' of the General 

Principles 

II. General Norms (1 to 49): 

1. n. 1 to n. 7: Membership ( 

II. n. 8 to. n.14: Way of Life 
III.n.1S 	to n.49: Life· and Government of the Community: 

n.lS to n.19: k. General AssB!!lbly 
n.20 to n.29: B. Executive ,Council 
;n.30 to n.34: C. Establish~ng new co.mmunities 
n.3S to n.38: D. National Communjties 
n.39 to n.41.: E. Local Communities 
,n.42 to. n.46: F. .Ecclesiastical Assistant 
n.47 to 	n.49: G. Modification of the GPs. and GNs. 
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The main advantage of this distinction between 
GPs and GNs is that while the G~s express' our fundamental 
identit:y andcharism,the G:Ns. ,incorporate the lived 
experi,ence ofCLC Wit.hout conferring' on it the .character 
of "Principle", thus leaving ,it open to be enriched by 
permanent evaluation and reflection. However, as the norms 
are related' to and insp:i!red by the Prin9iples, they are 
stable and solid enough to have ,the status of IInorms" 

, approved ',by, the General Assembly; they are not just vague 
"orientations"'.' ' 

The lived experience which is bein~ reflected' in 
the 'General Norms is not the experience of a particular 
country or re,glon, but rather the fruit of re,flection on 
many current. and past e:iperience,s. The GPs and GNs 'are not 
meant to confirm one particular-experience or vision, but 
to challenge and'orient every' single experien~e and to 
allow for creativity within the diversity of rea'lities. 

II.' Use of 'language 

\ ) , , 

The original ~artguage of the 1971 text was 
French. During the revision of that text, most of the work 
was done in English, although the'contributions came in 
many la.:qguages. The present text adopted English as the 
original language. As language is not merely a collection 
of codes and grammatical structures, the change in the 

I 

original language explains' many of the changes of style 
and nuance. No, doubt, changing t'be origihal language 
affected the text ihotherlanguages, as all translations 
are from the, original Englii3h. ' 

The most clear ",example of this influence of 
language is the use of gender inclusive language. In many 
English-speaking countries'; generalizations that' usemasc­
uline gender (for example: "all men", "mankind", the use 
of "his" after nouns which may 'admit also "her", and other 
more complex situations) ate seen as a' r'ealand actual' way 
of excluding --,women from social arid ecclesial life. In 
English there are several modern technics of using 
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language without incurring thisproblem~ Many of these 
technics have been used 1n the origin~l text and have 
affected the Spanish and French translations. Translators. 
into these two languages have adopted some of the'changes' 
in this line, where they dee~ed it possible and aesthetic. 

Though the original language is English,. the 
I sources that were taken into account during the revision 
(for. exampl~, the submissions by one or other country) 
were in several languages. Moreover, not all those who 
worked in ~riting the text were native Englisry-speaking. 
In addition, English is spoken and written with different 
nuances in various countries. Therefore, the final version 
reflects these problems. For sure a perfectionist in the 
use of. English will find some less, than perfect construct­
ions. The same wi11happen to those whowi1l look critical­
ly at the ,translations. These problems are normal in ap 
ipternational community. Moreover, they are desirable. 
However, both the original text and the translations use a 
direct language which flows easily. 

General Norm 49 has been includ~d as a way of 
overcoming the problems proper to the use of language in 
an international community. ·Together with ,the above 
explanations, it should help us to avoid useless distract­
ions about alternative words or idioms. 

III. Our Ignatian character 

The text, recently approved keeps,.the ri.chness 
that the previous text already had in· this area. It 
includes, however, some further Ignatian elements. Some of 
them are typical expressions, explanations or references 
to our Ignatian roots and 'recommendations. 

1. Expressions and common phrases 

GPl "The three Divine Persons ... " in line with the 
contemplation of the Annunciation-Incarnation 

GP4 " ... to follow Jesus Christ more closely and work with 
. Him for the building of the Kingdom .•• ", as a way of 
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saying that the mature ~"CLC vocation' draws froin the 
meditation of the Kingdom. 

GP6 • ',a readiness to go and serve where the needs ofII• 

the Church so demand. lI • completes the Ignatian sense 
of the Church. 

GP12c" ..• as friends in the Lord. 1I 

2. A help!ul references to our Ignatian roots: 

GP3 	 "started by Jean Leunis s.j .... ". "those groups of 
lay people 'that developed ..• through the initiative 
of St Ignatius Loyola and his comj}anions." 

3. The Spiritual Exercises in our process of growth 

GP5 	 "Within the context of these universal sources. we 
hold the' Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius as the 
specific' source ..• ": The use of the article the has 
been~widely supported in the World Community. 

GN2 	 IIAn experience of the Sp.Ex." 
GN4 	 "An' experience of the complete Sp.Ex. in one of 

their several for]lls (in daily life. ,a closed month, 
retreats over several years) ..• \!: Norms 2 and 4 try 
to give 'a sense of process and to include several 
forms of doing the Sp.Ex. 

GN8 	 indicates the neces!j>ity of making the actual 
experience accessible to all members. 

4. Apostolic discernment 

GP8c 	 The Community helps us •.. to be always open'to what 
is more urgent and universal •.., through personal and 
communal discernment." 

GP12b 	 '!Apostolic' Cdiscernment, both individual and 
communal, is the ordinary way... 11 

GN9 	 ". ; • ordinary way of decision-making •. : is a 
discerning approach, and even a formal community, 
discernment ... II 
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5. Recommendations: 

GN8 	 " ... find (ways for makiiig. accessible to all 
members ... l1 

GN13 " ... a well-formed guide ... l1 

GN14 II ••• a good collaboration with the Soc~ety of Jesus, 
and with other pe~'rsons, communities and institutions 
that share in the ignatiah tradition." 

6. 	The dynamics of the Exercises applied to our CLC 
process 

GPll 	 II a stable local community, to assure a deep shar­
ing by members of their faith and human life, a true 
community atmosphere and a strong commitment to 
mission and service ••. " 

GN39a 	 " a communal continuation of the dynamics of life 
generated 'by the Spiritual Exercises ~ These ,small 
communities! practice the type' of prayer and rela'tion­
ships' which foster a process of integration of faith 
and life by offering to all members... \ 

GN39b 	 " for this end it is of great help that these 
communities be composed of no' more than, twelve 
members of like qualities and that they meet 
weekly or every fifteen days so that the process 

J 	 carries Qver from'one meeting'toJthe next. 
GN41b"The guide, well formed in the rgnatian process of 

growth, helps the community to discern the movements 
at ,work in the individuals9ndthe community and 
hel~s them to maintain a clear idea of the CLd goal 

, and process ..• 11 

IV. Stress on the apostolic thrust of CLC 

1. 	The primacy of mission: . In def ining the aim of the 
Community, GP n.4 says that the main purpose is lito 
follow, "Jesus Christ more' closely and work with Him for 
the building of the Kingdom". \While giving this primacy 
to mission, the importance of formation is kept. Other 
statements in this line are: ' 

GPS 	 "Our life is essentially apostolic ll 
• 
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GP12b 	 "Since this way of life aims to work with Christ for 

the advancement of God IS Reigh" j ~I 
GN7 	 Tp give a framework for a·good comprehension of the 

evangelical counsels and of eventual pd.vate vows, 
this norm repeats' mice again: "The Christian Life 
Community, is a particular way of following Jesus 
Christ and working with Him to bring about the R~ign 
of God"!· 

2. 	 Integration of' formation'ahd ' community' for mission: 
This integration is succinctly expressed in GPll land 
carried through. into GP12. The point which is being 
made 'is that formation can't be separated from commun­
ity and missl.oIJ. Tog~ther they make up a way of life 
which is ,essentially apostolic.. Other sentences in this 
line are: 

GN14 	 "All that is said above,' both with regard to 
apostolic and'formativechallenges ... " 

GN19 	 " ..• The guide assists the community and its coord­
inator .to find and to use the means needed for the 
commuidty's formation and its mission.;. It 

3. 	The field of>CLC mission: The central stat.ements regard­
ing the field o'f our'mission are: 

GP8 	 "The field" of CLC mission knows no limits: it 
extends both to the Church and the world, in order 
to bring the gospel of salvation to all people and 

. to serve individual persons and society .•• " 
GP2 	 It ••• to be open and free, always at the disposal of 

God .• ~' to see our serious responsibilities •.. to 
seek constantly the answers· to the needs of our 
times ... · and to work togethe~ with the whole People 
of God ••• II 

These statements overcome a tendency to identify 
the apostolate of lay people in a restrictive 'way, either 
by diminishing the importance of their contribution in the 
work of evartgelizat1on, or by' establishing dichotomies 
which don't· help the mission of the Church. UEvangelizat­
ion" , flthe reign of God" and other su'ch expressions, are 

J ' 
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choices .made)· in the text to broaden the field. of our 
apostolate.

1 

The uS.ecular cbaractex" which dis·tinguishes the lay 
iClentity follows the above fundamental statements: 

GP8a" to make. Christ an,d his saving action present to 
our ~lJrrounClings ..• , among the great diversity of. 
persons ~ places and s;i tQations",. 

PG4 	 "We seek to achieve this unity cif·1ife in response 
to the call of Christ from within ,the world in which 
we live." i 

! While the pa~sages h~()m GP2 and 8 (qu,oted above) set 
the ton<e for the understanding of mission in the GPs, some 
other sentences are int;rodtl,ced in other places to specify 
or to stress some particular concerns. Of course, not all 
!he emphases anQ specifications are ~qually important. An 
abridged text could exclu.de many specifications. A new 
'revision of the text could add. new specifications.,' or 
drop them all and leave only open statements. r Let us see 
some of these more specifJc sentences in the text: 

G1'2 II, • ,progress and peace, justice and charity, liberty 
and the dignity of all: people. II 

GP4 H, '.' the dignity of the p.erson, the. welfare of t.he 
family and the integrity of "c.reation". 

GP6 ••• learn, teach andpro~ote· Christian doctrine .. ,IIII 

GP6 	 It, , • the probleJlls and progress of all people ..• U 

GP8d 	 H, , ,effarts t.O 1iberat.e the vlet Ims from all ,sort of 
d.ia.crimination ...( to abolish differences' between 
rich and poor ..• \I 

GP8d ... to contribute to the evangelization of cultures 
from within,lI 

\ 

GP8d ", •.. to collaborate with tho~e init.iatives that bring 
ab.out unity among Christians. 

GP12b " ..•. to particiPate in s~cial and polftical life, .,11 

GNIO: II, •• joint proJects\.to ,l;:'espond to various and 
Qh;:tnging needs." 
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4. With Christ poor and humble: ln the life of the Church 
as well as in ~he developments of theology, and in the 
experience of CLC and the vario~s World Assemblies, it 
becomes ever, clearer that a central issue of our faith is 
what we usually call the following of the poor arid humble 
Christ. This key element of our vocation includes ae'all 
to live "a' faith that does justice" and to stand at the 
side of the' poor. These are some selected parts of the 
text in this line: 

Out of love, ,the Word was incarnated and born from 
, Mary, the poor Virgin of ,Nazareth. I.nserted among the 

poor and' sharing with :t~em their conditi,on, Jesus 
'invites all of us to give ourselves continuously to 
God and to bring about unity within our human family. 

GP4 	 "We are particularly awar,e of the pressing need to 
work for justice through ,ja preferential option for 
the poor' and a simple life style which expresses our 
freedom and solidarity'w~th them". • 

GP8 	 1I ••• s truggling to changeJoppressive structures", 
GP8d 11,••• to work for ,the reform of structutes of 

.' , 'IIsoc1ety... 
GP9: 	 "Her effective service 'as shown in her visit to 

Elizabeth and her, solidarity with the poor as reflect­
ed in :the Magnificat,,'make her an inspiration for our 
action for justice in, the world today" 

5. 	 Readiness for' mission: The paragraph related to our 
sense of the Church (GP6) includes a sentence which 
affirms our disponibility towards the needs of the 
Church: 

GP6 	 "This, sense of: the Church impels u~ to creative and 
concrete collaboration for the work of advancing the 
reign of God on earth, and includes a readiness to go 
and serve·wherethe needs of the Church so demand." 

In including this sentence, the General 
Principles recall the fact that participation in the 
IIcommunionll of the Church implies participation in its 
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"mission". Quite clearly," our ,readiness is not the 
ob~dience of religious life. Rather it refers to a spirit 
of creativity and initiative which is ready to listen and' 
be confirmed by the community" of mission. It is the 
"listening heartl1 and the idea of being "sent" by the Lord 
and His ChuJ;ch~ which so str((ilgly Game up at the Loyola 
assembly. 

6. Structures for mission:: the GP8 expresses clearly and 
in a unifying way, in step withVaticail II Council, the 
importance 'of a personal apostolic life and the necessity 
of organised apostolic service. The organised apostolic 
service can be developed "through group action initiated-· 
or sustained by the Community through suitable struct­
ures". While making this point in n.8, the text proposes 
later on (G.Ns.IO,12,14,22c,22d,22g,15,38) some possible 
"suitable structures".Noticethat lithe Communityll here is 
at every level (world, national, regional;, diocesan, 
center, local), and that the verbs used are "to initiate" 
and Uto sustaini' group action. So, what the text is saying 
is that the local cotnmunity (also called "small CLC 
group") is not ,always the more' ,suitable structure for 
mission or the place from which every initiative should 
come. However, the local community is very important also 
in V1ew of mission (see GP8c, GPll, GN9, GN13, GN39a, 
GN40). Finally, the organised apostolic service can also 
be developed through II involvement. of members in existing 
secular and religious organizations and efforts", a 
modality which open a number of possibilities. 

V. Keeping in step with the Code of Canon Law 

The Code of 'Canon Law in its Title V deals with 
lay associations. It, was necessary to introduce in our 
General Principles some helpful references ~'to our identity 
as an association of faithful, in such a way that every­
body may know which norms of Canon Law regulate Our life. 
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1. Our canonical identity: '1;hree expressions are used in 
the text to speak of ourselves: Connnunity, Way of 

Life, Association (notice that the word "movement" is net 
used). While the first~! two are perhaps more familiar to 

> many 	 'of our members artd more meaningful to express our 
charism,· the third one is' the correct canonical 
expression. GP3 (among other things) makes explicit our 
erection by the ecclesiastical authority Ccf'CIC 301, 3 & 
312, 1, 1°), in such a way that we can open GP3 by 
saying that we are "a public, world association". In 
declaring this, we are: saying that all the norms of the 
Code of Canon Law, valid for such associations (cf CIC 
Title V,' chapter II), are, also valid for our cOmniunity. In 
this way we have avoided great,detail, since w~ don't 
have to r'epeat in our GPs what is already in the Code, or 
we can refer' some particular problems to' the Code (For 
example: GP14, >,GP15);: / 

\ 

2. Some specific reguirements: The Church Law and the 
current reflection on it, ask that the Statutes. of 

every lay association fulfill certain conditions (cf CIC 
,304, 	 1). For example, the very inclusion of GP15 is in 
this line; as' well as the wording of GP16. As the G.Ps. 
meet therequirements.of the Code, all the rest is left in 
the G.Ns. Obviously, the G;Ns. make sense only if seen 
together with the G.Ps. 

3. Establishment of Communities: General Norms 30 t~ 34 
try to make clear the way in which new communities 

are established. According to G.Ns. 3D, 31 and 32, there 
is an "approval" granted by, the World Christian Life 
Community (which has been "erected" by the Holy See: Cf 
CIC 312, 1, 1°), and a "consent" given by the competent 
authority (one o'I') (several bishops, depending on the 
territory. Cf 'CIC 312, 2). GN 32 expresses the situati~n 
for those communities.stablished in jesuit houses. The 
relationships between the internal authority of the 
Community, the authority of the 'local and universal Church 
and the jesuit major supe·riors, are well defined. 
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VI. Change from Federation to Community 

l 

The text tries to express in some way ·the 
deliberations and con~lusions of Rome 79 and Providence 
82. Some results of the reV1S10n of our GPs. in this 
perspective of World Community are: 

1. VocabQlary: The word'.llfederation" is not used in the 
text, nor is the .word "group" used (except as a 

synonym for "local communitY")'iThe option was to use the 
word ucommunity", or the total expression "the Christian 
Life Community", mainly in singular (except when referring 
to local or national groupings in a. collective way: "nat­
ional communities"). It is helpful to make a comparison 
with the Church, which is a universal community. We speak 
of the lIuniversal Church", of "the Church in a given 
country", of the "diocesan Churchll 

, the "parochial Church" 
and even of the "domestic Church". It is always the 
Church, or expressions of her in different realities. 
Sometimes we reserve the capital "c" for the universal 
Church, while we accept the small "c" and even the use of/ 
the plural for speaking of the "local (or parochial, or 
national) churches" . The same has been the optiQn of the 
text of our General Principles with regard to tneChrist­
ian Life Community. When the text speaks of IIth'~ Commun­
ityll or of "the Christian Life Communityll, it is speaking 
of every expression of it, or better, of any suitable 
expression of it in the context in which the term is used. 
Other times the text introduces specifications, for 
example by saying "every local community", or "national, 
regional or diocesan communities". 

Some examples: 

GP1 "Therefore we, members of the Christian Life 
•./ " 

i 

CQmmun1ty..• 
GP2 "Because our Community is a way of Christian Life ••. ". 
GP3 liThe Christian Life .Community is a public world 

association ••. it· is the continuation .• ~" 
GPS liThe spirituality of our Community 
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GP8b 	 IIGroup action initiated, or sustained by the Community 
••• 11: The Community here can be the World, national, 
regional, etc! .. .iccording to the nature of the 
action which i's to'j be sustained or initiated. 

GP8c 	 "The Community helps us ..• particularly through the 
"Review of, lifell and through personal and communal 
discernment": The Community here is at every 
appropriate 'level. 'For example, the revision of life 
is normally practiced at the level of the "local 
communiti ' .' Communal discernment can be at the level 
of the local, ,diocesan, regional, national and even 
world level. Indiv~dual members find a help for their 
personal discernment in their local community, but 
als~ in their wider community through the formulation 
of some priorities or through many other means. 

GP8d 	 "The Community urges us to announce the Word of 
God ••• II 

: here the Community is clearly meant at every 
level. 

GP9 	 '!Since the spirituality of our Community ... II: Here 
the ,Community is the one World Community and all its 
expressions. 

GP11 11 
••• members come together 'on a regular ,basis in a 

stable local community ... ": This is a sampie of those 
cases 'in which the text has chosen to introduce a 
specification. In this case, "a local community" is 
specified. 

2. 	 Membership and commitment: The logic of a federative 
model, is that a person is member of a IIgroupll, which 
in turn decides to federate with other groups for the 
convenience of all. 'Members ofa federation are 
therefore groups. tn the present text of our GPs, 
persons are members of the World Community, and they 
live this membership through a, concrete local commun­
ity which provides an acbual communal experience of 
faith sharing and apostolic commitment. The local 
community is 'therefore a "primary means of formation 
and continuing growth" (GPll), and not the primary 
reference' for membership. This difference between the 
federative model and the community model is expressed 
succinctly'in GP ~O & II, but it is present all 
throughout the text. Some examples: 

/ 
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GP4 	 "Our Commupity is made up of Christians" and not 
"our groups are Christian communities". 'I 

GPS liThe spirituality of our Community•.. II'and not lithe 
spirituality of our groups .•. II ( 

GP7 	 Our gift of self finds its expression in a personal 
commitment to the World Community. through a freely 
chosen l()cal community .• :II, 

GPiO 	 uBecoming a member of Christian Life,. Community, .. " 
and not "Entrance into a group •. ,". 

GP12c"Finally. each one' assumes responsibility for 
participating in the meetings and other activities 
of the Community ... II The activities of the Community 
include. but are wider than, the activities of th~ 
IIgroup" or "local communityll. / 

GNi 	 "A person can become a member of the, World Christ,ian 
Life Community ... 1\ i 

However, the text acknowledges the pedagogical 
fact that members need time to, discover this sense of 
World fCommunity. This is one of the meanings of the 

i temporary and the permanent commitment. S!=~, how GPiO 
speaks of a "wider community", and. how GN2 says that lithe 
C()mmunityll (in the Sense just explained in'l above) helps 
the new member lito become identified with the wider 
Christian Life ' Community" . GN3 says that the permanent 
commitment is lito CLCn , i. e., to the way of life of this 
World Community, and nO,t to a particular group. 

Finally,. the text is clear in saying that a group 
cannot exist as a genuine expression ofCLC withou~ a 
reference to 'a IIwider community" which has established or 
welcome it (GNi). 

, \ ' 

3. Life and Government: The reality of World Community 
does not affect only the language and the criteria 

for membership. It als9 touches the life .andthe organizat­
'ion 	 of the Community. The third part of the General Norms, 

mainly from n.iS to 38, is concerned with these organizat­
ional aspects. ' 
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A.· The General Assembly; ·(15 ::to '19): It i'S the supreme 
governing body. The norms', related 1:10 the General 

Assembly make explicit its composition, its functions and 
'attributes, its sty~e :while in session and the frequency 
of its meetings. The General Assembly sets the policies 
and orientations for a.ction through, an 'experience of 
communal deliberation. ' 

B. The 'Executive Oouncil (ExCo) and the World Secretariat 
(20 to 29): The n~rms regarding this topic regulate 


the composition {)f/theExCo, the election.. of'its members, 

its functions and capacities, th~ frequency of its meet- ! 


ings, the relationships between the ExCo and the World 

Secretariat. In a World Community dispersed throughout the' 

world, the. Executive· Council is responsible" for ,the 

ordinary government.' It,' is also the visible core of the 

Community" 


C. Establishing new communities (30 to 34): The Community 
is one,. as clearly put by "Providence 82 (GN30). This 

one Community "establishes" national communities accordil)g 
,to GN31 and GN32, and based on 1GP 13, band GNl. The 
established n$,tional communities can act then according to 
chapter D, (below), as. long as they continue to fulfill the 

,conditions of GN33. . 

D.National Communities: The definition of, a National 
Community is given in' GP13, b, first sentence. Once .\ 

established by the World Community, the National Commun­
ities may act as the ,"accepting communiry" of GN1 and grow 
accordingly. They can establish as many internal divisions' 
as necessary, in a~cordance with GP13,c and GN36. Notice 
that GP13c says' that they may "establish or approve. 
regional or diocesan communities or centers ... " While the 
"establishment" is in the line of GN1a, the "approvalll'is 
in the line of GN1b. Many other things are connected with 
the life of the National Communities: G.Ps. 13b, 13c, 15, 
16; and G.Ns. I, 2, 5, 6, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 33, 35, 
36, 37, 38, 44, ,49. Particularly)importantis therefote 
the GN35 about the necessity of National Statutes. 
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E. .Loc~l .. Gommunnies (39 to 41): The norms regarding 
local communities try to (reflect the experiences of 

the last 20 years. They ..explain the nature of the 
christian experience that occurs in sucpconnnunities (J9a) 
and the conditions which have prove'd to beo! help :fo·r 
this to happen (39b). The norms . also explain' the 
relationship between a local community and a wider 
community (40). Finally~ the normscladfy the various 
roles within a local community, particularly the role of 
guide (41). ' 

F. EQclesiasti,~al Assistant 
clarify the procedures 

ecclesiastical assistants on 

(42 To 46): These norms 
for the appointment of 

the various levels (42~ 44). 
They describe the part~cula:t;' insertion of the World 
Vice-assistant as an organic link with the Society. of 
Jesus (43) • They .also clarify the relationship between the' 
role of guide and the role of assistant at the level of 
the local community (45) )and establish a tarmof office 
for the assistants (46). It is clear that there is an 
assistant on each level (PG14), though this does not mean 
that he/she shOUld be· present at every meeting of every 
local community. Rather, it is the way . in which the 
assistant participates in th~ life of all the . 'local 
communities which is important'in these general norms. 
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