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This Supplement is, in a way, a natural outcome of
Providence'82, when the General Assémbly, with no dissent
ing voice, declared it felt the call to the CLC's to be a
World Community. One of the implications of this declaration
is the responsibility we all have to deepen the quality of
our presence to one another, and to develop our international
presence in those structures that are available to us.

What are these structures? How can this be done? We are
most fortunate inhaving one of ourmembers, Thomas Ignatius -
Monszhan, who has the experlence, and the vision, to tackle
these questions.

For many years, Tom has been our representative - as he
explains in the pages that follow - at the UN Headquarters
in New York. Endlessly patient, painstakingly thorough and
selflessly dedicated, Tom has rendered aymost valuable and,
in many ways, hidden service onthe international scene. We
are most grateful to him, both for hisservice, and for this

'enllghtenlng Supplement Whlch should prove tobe not- only a

'consciocusness-raiser’', but also - a very valuable resource
book for our members.

In this issue; we are also grateful to. be able to pub
lish a contribution from Dr. John Larnaud, Director of the
International Centre for UNESCO, at Parls. Dr. Larnaud, a.
layman, is also another witness to the power and the pre-
sence of the Gospel values on the international level.
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Finally, we have included some information about the
ICO's, in the hope that this may sowsome seeds for funther
collaboration with other ICO's.
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"THE P&LESIUVCH?CH’CILRISITAIWS IN-THE

INTERNATIONAL WORLD

The world of the second half of the twéntieth century,
the field for evangelisation and the Church's actiwity,is

.strongly conditioned by the traits and the rhythm of inter

hational life. Never inhistory, politics, thought, culturg?
economics and sociology has it been so necessary as it is

' now to bear in mind the very close solidarity which exists
- between all the inhabitants of the globe : here they are

really involved with one another for better and for worse.

The gfeatchanges brought about by these new dimensions
occur principally at three different levels:

1. an ever more uniform type of civilisation predominates,
coupled with a standardisation of the klnd.ofwell being
taken to be ideal for all.

2. the great contemporaryldeological andpolitical currents
have a chance of succeeding only according to the degree
in which they are really international.

3. the 1mportance of .international institutions (of differ
ent types, some more widely spread than others) continues
to grow. It is they that—prov1de the structures for the
international life which is being formed. :

The unification of the world, which we already see as
a fact, is not, however, synonymous withunity. This latter
can only be achieved on the spiritual plane. It involves
becoming aware of the unification already achieved in the
material order and its acceptance on the level of ideas by
the reason and the will, which alone can transform a blind
and purely mechanical solidarity, into.areal international
community. If this conscious element ismissing, the general
spreading of economic and social problems andthe discovery
by nations of their inequality on the level of material
well-being only lead to new.conflicts. What is'lacking for
world unity is -a creative stimulus which gives shape and
meaning. to every society: commitment to a common task.



~In his speech to Pax RomanaonApril 25,1957, Pius XIT
.. declared:. , R o S

"A christian cannot remain indifferent befonre the evo
C Rution of the wordd: if, undenr the pressure of events,
he sees a mone and more close Lnternational commund-
ty being moulded, he knows that this undification, want
ed by the Creator, musit aim at the union 04 Bpinits
and heants in the same faith and the same Zove. Not
only can he but he must werk for the coming of 2his
community which is sLiLL in the process of formation,
because the example and the . command o4 the divine
Masten constitute for him J{ncomparable Light and
“stnength. ALL men are his brothers, not jusl in vin-
tue of thein unity of onigin and thein participation
‘in the same naturne, but alsoc Ain a more pheésingway
. -~ through Zthein common wvocation to the supernatural
Lider. 7 ,

The. international presence of catholics can be looked
at in two ways:

- either that of specifically catholicorganizations, which
try to discover the international dimension of problems

~affecting their apostolate and action, or to act accord-
ingly; ' :

- = or that of the presence of catholics in non-catholic in-
ternational institutions, governmental orprivate, through
which is already being moulded the future world community
that Pius XII called them to aspire for., This presence
can be exercised either by catholics as individuals or
corporatively through the international catholic organiza
tions properly so called. .

Since the end of the Second World War the Holy See has

not ceased to support the setting up of organizations apt

" to fulfill the obligations of catholics in the new 1ife of

a world which is so strongly internationalised, and above

all the different International Catholic Organizations and-

the Conference of the I.C.0.'s which unites most of these
organizations. ' - /

- The meaning of and the need for the collabordtion of
catholics in the work of dinternational organizations, be

6 - | | ‘
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'»theykoffiéialg governmenﬁal, private or of a neutral char-
~acter, have often been recalled by the various popes:

"1£ is thenre that you wilf beable to make yourselves
promotens of a peace which conforms to chnistian prin-
ciples, which surmounts narnow-mindedness, Lriumphs
over ceafain nationalisitic positions which ane thon-
oughly impregnated with nancour, jfealousy and pride.
Trhy, therefore, using all the means at youn disposal,
Zo create among the nations & climate of trust and
understanding, to onganise Zhein collaboration on a
basis of fraternity and mutfual senvice.” -
(Pius XII to the Internat1onal Federat1on of Cathollc
Men, 1956) .

-

But the wishes of the Supreme Pontiff are not limited
to general recommendations. In his speech to the Second World
Congress for the Apostolate of the Laity (October 5, 1957),
Pius XII declared: ,

"To conczude, We give you fweo d&&ectaveé' 54&51 fo
collaborate with neutral and non-catholic movements
and organizations, Aif and fo the exfent that, by s0
doing, you senve the common good and God's cause. In
the second place,. panticipate mone in international
onganizations.”

This line of action has undoubtedly shownits worth in
practice, and we ‘can congratulate ourselves on the results
obtained. Ithas not only indicated the firmwill 6f catholics
to oppose initiatives or declarations which arein conflict
with the requirements of christiandoctrine ornatural moral
ity. Catholics have actively given witness to the desire of
christians to bring to the world which is being fashioned
their fraternal, loyal and effective collaboration.

But this catholic presence in organized international
life can be achieved in different ways. First of all in an
organized form, that of the 1.C.0's. Secondly, in anindivi-
dual way, through the <collaboration of individuals, and
through the personal respon51b111ty ofcathollcs in the work
of international 1nst1tut10ns.
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Organlsed Presence

, The Unlted Nations Charter 1ntroduced a new formula
into the international world, .in article 71 : that of.con-
sultative status, which,is'openAto the large "private” or-
ganizations called '"non-governmental organizations' (NGO).
More - than twenty ICO's have obtained this -~ consultative
status with the Economic and Social Council of the United
Nations Organization, as well as with its specialised agen
cies: UNESCO (educatlon), FAO (food and agrlculture} WHO
{health), etc. The exercise of consultative :status, which
"is laden with demands and difficulties, has, on,the whole,
produced ¢ood results and has made it possible for the
"consultative" ICO's to acquire real competence in interna
tional life, and, in the most successful cases, to .exert
real authority there. .

" To facilitate this work, catholic Centres ofinformation
and liaison have been created at Geneva (in connection with
the European Centre of the United Nations), Paris (in con-
- nection with UNESCO}, New York (in connection with the
‘United Nations Organization} and Vienna, in cennection with
the various international set- -ups which have their headquar
ters there. These Centres are in contact with the official
Observers of the Holy See appointed to government institu-
tions. These latter find in the Centres excellent resources
for information and documentation.

" Individual Presence . .

In addition to the presence of the Holy See through its
Observers, and the organized presence of catholics in 'some
sort ‘of 1nst1tut10na1 way through their recognized interna
tional organizations, there is an altogether .different kind
of collaboration of christians ininterndtional life. It is
that supplied by individuals through their own professional
work under their own responsibility.

This, in its turn, takes very different forms. ¥There
are international officials working in the secretariates of
intergovernmental institutions; there are "experts" ofevery
kind and spec1a11ty“whomthese same institutions call on for
specialised services, inmost cases in their programmes for
developing countries. '

i |




. i . '
; On other occasions, catholics take an “active part in
. the non- gd?ernmental1nternat10nal organizations of aneutral
. character, and there are quite a few who have positions of
zrespon51b111ty at the very centre of such organizations.
That is one way of making chrlstlan thought shine through .
in the contemporary world.

The World Federation of Christian Life Communities
(WFCLC)'has consultative status at the United Nations. This
status gives, amongst other thlngs, the right to send dele
gates to meetings, to intervene in debates, to propose re-
solutions, to present renorts, and so on. -

. But your delegates will be able to represent you ef-
fectively only if they are supported by efforts at the
local level, and"if members of the Federation show interest
in this level of presence and make it a dimension of their
aspirations, their undertakings, and supply their sugges-
tions. We must, infaet, care more andmore about a positive
presence and an effective technique with regard to these
institutions; absenteeism in this spherewould be disastrous.
The teaching of the popes of these last years has always
encouraged us to be present in the organizations which try
to build a better world for humanity, on the obvious condi
tion that these organizations respect 'the precepts of
natéral law in theory and practice. Catholics will try to
keep them on the right path and to play a beneficial role
through their active presence, which the divine Master com
pares to that of salt and leaven', .

We must persuade ourselves that we really do have a
mission in this sphere, because 'catholics are, in the first
place, extraordinarily well suited to collaborate in the
creation of an atmosphere without which a common interna-
tional action cannot be consistent and develop”.

It is in this splrlt that christians must make thelr
V1tal and competent contribution to the building up of the
world and inspire others by the Wwitness of their lives.

Jean LARNAUD
-9







THE CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMUNITIES
AND THE UNITED NATIONS
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"The whole creation is eagendy waditing 50&@0& -
te neveal his sons. It was not for any, faulit on

the pant of creation that it was ‘made unable to
attain Lts purpose, it was made s0 by God; but
creation stiLL netains the hope of beding faeed,
Like us, from its é«@a\)e}tg 1o decadevce, to enfoy
the same §reedom and glory as the children of God.
From the beginning ilL now the entinre ‘creation,
as we know, has been groaning in one great actof
giving binth; and not onky creation, but all o4
us who possess the fiisit-fruits of the Spirit, we
too groan inwardly as we wait for ouk bodies to
be set free.” (Roman 8:19-23, JB). -
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' INTRODUCTION

o

In 1975 the Christian Life, Communltles were granted
‘consultative status (roster) by the United Nations Economic
and Social Council (ECOSOC), a privilege which grants us
the right to make interventions during meetings, of that
Body, to ’'collaborate with Council and United Nations
Secretariat personnel in areas in which we have expertise.
We are also given the opportunity to bring the work of the
United Nations before our membership, to encourage them to
work .at the field level to promote peace and justice. At a
later time CLC was granted official Non~-Government Organiza-
tion (NGO) status with the United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF). CLC's consultative status with ECOSOC has some
bearing, but it does not follow thatwe have official status

. with other UN organs such as UNESCO, ILO, FAO, WHO, UNCTAD,
which are semi-autonomous activities. (Developlng close
relations with these groups would be most desirable as we
pursue the specifics of our CLC World VlSlonfM1551on) )

g ' The purpose of this paper is to outline insome detail
the presence of CLC at the Unlted Natlons as of summer 1984

a. the nature of our consultative status with ECOSOC, the

s . ‘responsibilities which we have assumed, and the oppor
tunities afforded us by our association W1th.thelnter
national communlty,

b. some details on the structure of the Unlted Nations
and its various programs;

c. some considerations of Ignatian and CLC spirituality
which underlie our presence at the United Nations, as
we move to greater participation in the organization’'s
work. Additionally, some reflections on how CLC can
employ the on-going research andanalysis, conclusions
and recommendations, plans of action of the United
Nations in the contlnulng updating and elaboratlng of
our CLC world V151on/m1551on.

I willi conclude with some personal observations, based
on my involvement at the United Nations over the past six
years. V




, We are living incritical times. We are faced with 'the
alternatives of destroying ourselves in anuclear holocaust
or advancing to anew anthrepological stage, to a new stage
'in evolution. We must identify with the newage ‘in which we
live, to see the signs of the times, ‘to resonate with the
problems -of contemporary mén and women. The Second Vatican
 Council called us - to -a profound conversion of heart, to
aggiornamento. S o - -

.

Speaking to the need fofrconversibnéxfheart Fr.William
Johnston, SJ, quotes ‘two " rophets of our century”(l) The
first is the sc1ent15t Albert Elnsteln. .

. Fr. Johnston's second prophet is Pope Paul VI, address
ing the General Assembly of the United Natioms in 1965.

"We musit neven xefax oun effonts to arcuse in the
people of the wornld, and especially in governments,
an awareness of the unprecedented disasten which they
are absolufely certain tobring uponthemselves unfess
‘thene is a fundamental change in thein attitude towanrds
one anothern as well as inthein concept of the future.
The unleashed powen of the atom has changed evenything
except our way of thinking".

"The houn has strnuck fonr ourconvensdion, for personal
tnanéggamat&on, fon intenion nenewal. We must get used
to t&&nk&ng of man in a new way; and in a new way of
man's Life 4in common; with a wnew manner too 0§ -con-
cedving the paths o4 histony and the destiny ¢f zhe
wonld, acconding ;4o the wonds ¢f§ S£. Paul : "You must
be clothed inthe new self, which is cheated in God's
image, justified and sanctified zthrough zhe trnuth'
{Ephesians 4:23). The houn has struck for a halt, a
moment 04§ &ecoﬂﬁect&oa, 04 xeflection, almosi of
prayer. A moment to think anew 04 oun common origdin,
our history, our common destiny. Today as inever
befone, in our era 50 .marked by human progress, there
is a need 4on an .appeal §e the monal conscience of
man, " ‘ :

T
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?

Humanity' s future isa concern of Fr. Karl Rahner
his paper, "Planning the Church of the Future”'(Z)

87,

"Humaniity's 5~u/tu,/‘1e‘, in 'ea&ﬁie& tim‘_g/sf, was _/Leﬂatiuei{g—

unplanned. Concern was not for planning. the future

but Living the present. That is not the case today -
humanity {3 planning its future. Nature is no Longen,

taken fon granted but is viewed w.smateuali fonr huuid
ing a sphene of existence.

This global planning forthe future is fust beginning.
14 has its Limits leven a univernsal cempufer cannoit

fonsee all possible contingencies) and L4 fraught with

danger: over-population and its after-effects, atomic
annihilation, destructionof natural resources,psychic
stness. And falling back into a naive, unreflective
mind-sef L8 meng nostalgic utoplanism. We must sfart
now to find a - plan for newenr and beffer siructfunres
fon socdlety. The United Nations 45 only abeginning in
the neca.ééalcy tasko4 511(1)9&?19 aglobal political strat
egy. Biological engineering 44 very much with ws',
Perhaps 4t cannoit be penfected 4in practfice and 4L
not ethically justifiable - but ifcan no Longer fust
be ignonred! Humanity's biological existfence will be

guided somehow - and not simply +through population.

control. ‘And, surely, a church 4in the {irst stages
04 bacomuag in fact wonkd-church must be actively
4nua£ued in this planning 35 human&tg 4 futune”,
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I. A LEGITIMATE QUESTION

Tt
-

. Why should participation in the United Nations be 'a
concern for CLGC? We are a religious organization, but we
are also concerned for the spiritual well-being of all
people, which must also include their moral, cultural,
economic and political rights. We canexplore this question’
on several levels.

) The Turning Point : Frltjof Capra, in his book "The
Turning Point,”™ (3} sees a massive shift in the perceptlon
of reality as underway, that thinkers in many disciplines
are moving away from the traditional reductionist, mecha-
nical world view developed by Descartes and others to an
ecological, holistic systems paradigm, including a search
for meaning and the spiritual . dimension of life. Arthur
Fabel (4)-observes that an increasing number of philosophers
and scientists are coming to the conclusion that neither
the physical universe nor human civilization can be ade-
quately described in materialistic terms. Instead, many
writers and thinkers are developing unifying perspectives
that take living organisms, not machines as the model for
the complex inter-relationships K observable in nature and
society and, significantly, for their future evolution.
For us in CLC, the pedagogy of the Spiritual Exercises looks
to freedom from.inordinate attachments to the rigorous and
mechanistic paradigms. of yesteryear.

CLC Spirituality: Ours is an incarnational spirituality
to be situated in the world. Our spirituality is Ignatian:
"The more universal, the more grace~filled'. In 1953 the
World Federation of Sodalities was formed to give us a
corporate presence in the .international community. As.a
world community at the service of one world, our involvement
at the United Nations allows. us to be at the cutting edge as
the emergingworld community unfolds. We have the opportunity
to bring our global spirituality to the bulldlng of a new
society. ‘

CLC History: Particiﬁation.in UNprograms is a natural
outlet to realize the conclusions of our CLC General As-
semblies: Augsburg'73, Manila'76, Rome'79, Providence'82,

- 17




. The Augsburg Assembly s de11berat10ns were pursuédjon’
three levels. . . ,

a. . the 11beration of the human person,,and“thefSpiritual
’Exerc1ses as a means to it: : )

- b. CLC as an 1nstrument for personal and communal 11bera
tion;

c. liberation of all people: our common objettiVe;

. In terms of service to the Church and to the world,
that Assembly called on us to:

a. -recognize more keenly that commitment to justice and

- liberation form part of the witness of our faith, and

- are a response to the most traglc cry that runs through

5 humanity today;

b. recognize that liberation cannot be confined to just
one sector, be it social, economic, political or spir
itual, but that our. action and our collaboration must

% . ‘ look to the totality of the human person, tohis dignity
, and his power to exer01se'hlsrespon51b111t1es so that
he can open himself to. the llberatlng force of God's.
lovey :

c. be aware that our activity in this field must be the
expression of our way of life, and that itis therefore
very 1nt1mately linked with the process of 11berat10n
which is the Exercises;

d. show that we take our apostolic orientation seriously,
by opting for activity with the very poor and calling
our own llfestyle 1nto questlon,

~e. have a special concern for Christian unlty, dialogue
. with non-Christians, and participation in-ecumenical
- efforts.

Manila'76 developed and accepted this orientation:

"The CLCA are awanre that theyhave rediscovered thedin
‘specific natune in the path of the Spinitual Exencises.
This they nowcongirm. They confinm, too, ‘the ondienta
tion taken by Augsbung-in favor of a commitment Lo the

18 -
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K&be&at&an 0f the whole man and 05 all men. But the
continuation of this dinection is now matthed by the .
very widespread option ofa pkeﬁenence fon the pooh,an’

coptdon that must express itself in a conchete index-

Aion.and a service WLth and fon the pOO&“

This general directive was made more specific by the

following major points of emphasis, concerning ourservice:

a.

b.

ga

a clear option "in favor of the poor" in our 1life, and -
in our apostolate : o

this option is shown by a commitment to justice, and by
a service of, and identification with, the poor, espe

_c1ally by worklng for the establlshment of CLCs among_

the poorer classes;

a dlscernment needs to be done at mnational levels to
recognize priorities in the area of justice, then to

.make the decisions needed and to integrate ourefforts'

in an overall pastoral approach. Insisted upon is‘col
laboration with .other organisms and communities, as

:well as- our relatlonshlps w1th the bishops;

»the questlon of dlscernment atthe 1nternat10nal 1eve1“
'is also raised. 'Might this not be ‘the moment, it is

asked, to-arrive at a priority (the. example g1Ven is

“world hunger)? Adelegation makes the proposal that. the -
Executive Council, after consulting with. member fede-

rations, carry out a discernment with Trespect to in-
sistence onwitness inour personal life by (i) a gquality
of life that expresses the dignity of the human person,
integrating the Gospel and the spirit of the Exercises;
{ii) simplicity in our 11festy1e anda continuing chal
lenge of it;

-a strong stress on consideringattentively andassistingf

in the creation of and leadership in Christian com-

“munities. .Underlined is the reférence of Paul VI to

the role of small communities inhis 1etter on Evangel
ization, Members can render the best service in this
domain by working with the poor in such groups,

efforts so that the Church may have a credlble 1m\ e
among the poor and among all people;

the support of the World Federation is- requested for

- 19
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~actions of national CLC federations that have been
* carefully discerned. There is a desire that the World
~Federation maké itself heard among the hlerarchy, and
that it take positions where necessary in the publlc
forum, especially as a non-governmental organization
represented at the United Nations.

At Rome'79 Fr. Campbell ~-Johnston, S. J., put forward
"liberation" as a strategy for the development of peoples,
.one which calls for consc_entization, awakening of the poor,
their educatlon for progress: actlon,forand by the people.

Conference ofInternatlonal Catholic Organizations: As .
a member of the Conference of International Catholic Orgau
nizations (ICOs) we in CLC are called -to participate in in
ternational life., In his message to their 1977 General As-
sembly, Pope Paul VI described the ICOs as having a voca-
‘tion which is not only Catholic but international:

.
5

"Contemporany man is becoming more and more awane that
he will not solve the problems o¢f his time and that
he will nof construct anythding Lasting ifhe doeé not
go beyond the narnow cincle of nationalism, i§ hedoes
not aim-at aconsistent intennational 50£4daﬂ¢ty The
Church 44 panticularly sensitive ito this d&menb&an,

© sheids awanre that she brings theworld a specific con
cept 64 man, a concept rooted inthe universality of
human nature and enlightened by divine Revelation.
This 48 the neason for hen teaching on the human {a-
mily and 5on hen presence among Lntehnataonaﬁae&gani
“zatdons, An which she is happy to dee many 05 hen
s0ns and daughtens at wonk".

On the occasion of  the prayer meetlng w1th ICOs at
UNESCO headquarters in June 1980, Pope John Paul II gave a
~homily in which he expressed the interest of the Holy See
in the 1ife of international organizations: : -

w

"In this pznépectaue T would K&ke to expﬂeéé mg ap~-
preciation andmy encouragement 5oka2£,therCth0£LcA
who assume thein propen nesponsibifities in interna-
tional Life, whethen, Like many 0§ you here, at the
senvice of HNESCO whezhen in a Apec4a£ way, Ain the
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- Intennationat Catholic. O&qdnizdtionaznhichhave unden , -
-~ stood what animportant nole theyhave to play in this
" domadn,

PActually, whethen it is a quedtion of the étudy 0f

‘great Jintennational pncbﬁemé on of the sensitizing
and fonmation of public opinion in thein regand, an
inneplaceable contribution is madeby,thefntennataonat
Catholic Onganizations by vintue of Zhein status as

‘non-govennmental onganizations, as is alao done by the
Confernence Centens of-the ICO&.

"In no way do I undaneét4mate the need fox zec&n&caz
compefence 4Ain app&oach&nq these deficate and complex -
problems which are naised onithe internationdl Level.
But your own contrnibution should consist 4in .afways
endeavouning to asbent at the heant of these problems,
which affect zthe destiny. of Aindividuals and whoﬁe
peoples, a nrelfigious and ethical dimension which s
an essential ‘component of human reality. No solution
i4 possible on the political, economic or technical
Level - as necessany as these may be - which does not
nespect and draw inspiration from these values. May
nespect and tolenance, the willingness forn a thusting
collaboration and diafogue, neven be an excuse fonr
disguising on minimizing gou&own.un&quacont&&but&oné
‘as witnesses to the truth of Christ, who, in His own
penson, reveals the thuth and d&gn&ty of man.

"The contribution you make will be atf ithe mone
effective to the extent .that it is based on the
expeniences and nregflections which come Lo you from
the membens of your onganizaiions and movements in
different places, countries and continents. This is

a veny important aspect of the 1C0s. On account of
thein structure and the geoghraphical divernsity of
thein membenship, they insiinctively know how Lo go
beyond Zhe Limited view of one country -0n even a
negion,whife at the same time avoiding zhe exrron of
thinking Zhat an approach fto dinternational problems o
is Bimited to an elite of the "power people” on is
the privileged domain o4 specialists. Through the ex
tent of thein presence in 40 many different cultures
and countries, rthrough zLtheir numerous channels o4
communication onthe Local and national Leveds, through
thein active union with the Chutch on those Levels :
whene international cooperation is taking pZace the
ITnteanational Catholic Organizations are giving and
must continue o gdlve, even more, a witness and an
impontant witness %o the bu&id&ng of the city of man
and the Kingdom of Ged". 21
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o Pope John Paul returned to thls theme in- hlS message
T to the 1983 General Assembly of the Conference of ICOs

oMo . It must be made cﬁean'sthatghtaway thxé”phenom ,

" enon of the development 04 international - Life could
_be 4in dangen of degenéndation andétaJnatLontﬁ‘etwene
to be Limited to relations between govennmenté ~Such
nelations ane: neceééaay but insufficient. An internd - .
tional Life wonthy of the name needs to neflect and.
express. the democratic participation, on *he WLdeAt_'

. possible scafe, of both individudls and nations. It = .
amounts: theneﬁoae tocoﬂﬁabonatton.notjuét onthe pant
0§ the political forces in the sirict sense of the
wond, but also on the part o4 the intefleciual and
;popuﬁan 6onceA the culzunal and deﬂ&g&ouA fonces ,
ete., who togethen weave the -fabric of day-to- daj ex
LAIQHCQ and 05 which we aKK have need.

-"In View. 06 the Aentaué pnobﬁemé hangtng over the 6u C
tune 04 mankind,: any. appnoach Limiting itseld simply
to 'technocnattc pracesses onto neductive idedlogies,
~would shont-cincudit theéeanch éoh.pnacttcaﬂéozuttoné
which should have the "individual human being' as
thein focat pOLnt That is. whiyy 4t is amatten of grneat.
C uhgenty that a new stimulus be given.to the.culitural,
ethical and neligious 5once4 which ane: eéaenttazty
. human values and -ones which anre- capabfe of making pos
. sdble an.duthentic and united appnoachto the problems
‘04 men and of nations in our age, and thus anadvance
__aﬁong the noad of true human progress. -

"(The Chunch A) vocation is centa&nzj not‘tereh pow
en, noi to degend political, economic o m&ﬁ&tady in
'te&eétA. 1ts vocation i fo sernve man by precélaiming
the redemptive and Liberating message 0§ ithe Gospel,
-and-the anthropology which derives from it, oven and
beyond all matentaktém '

"A few. pnacttcak gu&dektneb W¢££ 1 hope, heﬁp to add
funthen weight fo. the veny tmpontantacttutt&eé 0f the
1C04. The 1C0s should fake cane not to work An isola
tion. 04 course, they anre all autonomous. However,
despite thein generous endeavouns, they can only pro
vide forn a fraction of Zthe meenée needs which have.
fo be met. More can be done o .coordinate ‘the 1COs'
programs, orndientations and profects by means of col-
Laboration between the consultorns and the very valua
5 ble help of the Centens inParis, Geneva and New Yonrk',
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. The 1005 would centainly benefit gréatly if-each weng -
to. insunre, Ain-accordance wilh iZs own specifdc aims,

a -high degree of expentise amongst AZs membens, by

providing effective ways of training “them in infeana
tional Life, and Looking for ways. 0§ participating
fhenein which are truly efficacious  and which anre

blems”,

mindful of the Church's mission vis a vis wenld pro-.

23




I THE UNITED NATIONS
| STRUCTURE AND PROGRAMS

.
“

..The United Nations includes the -following principal
organs : General Assembly, Security Council, - Economic and
Social Council, the Trusteeship Council, the Secretariat,
and the International Court of Justice. '

The General Assembly is composed of all 158 United Na
tions member states. As new problems arise, the Assembly
initiates activities to deal with them, ranging from huma-
nitarian efforts to development programmes, the campaigns
against colonialism and apartheid, the negotiation of trea
ties and other agreements on matters ofglobal concern such
as the seas and outerspace.

The (General Assembly deals with its work through 2ight
main committees on which all members are represented. They
areée: ' ;

- First Committee (Disarmament),

- Special Committee (Political and Sécurity),

- Second Committee (Economic and Financial),

- Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian andCultunal}
- Fourth Committee (Decolonlallzatlon),

~ Fifth Committee (Administrative and Budgetary),

- Sixth Committee (Legal),

- General Committee.

The Securlty Council has 15 members. The Charter has
de51gnated five States as permanent members, and the General
Assembly elects 10 other members for two-year terms.

The- Security Council’s function may be summarized '"to
maintain international peace and security in accordance with
the purposes and principles of the United Natioms".

7 The Economic and Social Council has 54members elected
for three-year terms by the General Assembly.

The Economic and Social Council,under'the authority of




-the General Assembly, coordinates the economic - and - soc1al

work of the United Nations and the specializedagencies .and
institutions. The Council makes recommendations and initi-
ates activities relating to developmént, world trade, in-
dustrialization, natural resources, human rights, the status
of women, population, social welfare, science and technolo

gy, prevention of crime, and many other economic and social

questions. The Economic and-Social Council generally holds
two month-long sessions.each year, meeting in New York and
Geneva. Throughout the year there are meetings .of the Coun
cil's standing committees, commissions and other subsidiary
bodies, at headquarters or in other locations. The standing
committees include those on Housing, Crime Prevention and
Control, and Development Planning. The Commission on Trans
national Corporatlons is also a standlng body.

¥

The functlonal commissions 1nc1ude the Population Com
mission, Commission for Social Development, Commission on
Human Rights, Commission on ‘the Status of Women, and the
Commission onNarcotlc Drugs. The Comm1551on.0nHuman Rights
has asub-Commission onIllicit DrugTraffic. Several hundred
non-governmental organlzatlons (NGOs) have consultative
status with the Council, as described below. ’

Also under the Council's authority are the reglonal
economic commissions, whose aim is to assist in the economic
and social development of their respective regions and to
strengthen economic relations of the countries in each
region, both among themselves and with other countries of
the world. These are the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA),
based in Addis Ababa; Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), Bangkok; Economic Commission
for Burope (ECE), Geneva; Economlc Commission for -Latin
America(ECLA), Santiago; and Economic Commission forWestern
Asia (ECWA), Beirut. The regional economic commissions study
the prcblenm of their regions and recommend courses of action
to member Governments and specialized agencies. In recent
years the work of the commissions has been expanded, and
they have beenrlncreas1ngly 1nvolved in carrying out de-
velopment pro;ects. .

The Trusteeship Council has five members. One member,

the United States, administers the Trust Territory of the
Pacific Islands. The non-administering members - Chind,
France, the Soviet Union and the United Kingdom =~ are the
other four permanent members.



http:theeconoIl].Jc
http:Prevent:j.on

. The Internatlonal Court of- Justlce has 15 members
‘elected by both the General Assembly and the Security As~
'fsembly and the Securlty Council. Judges holdnine-year terms.

The Jurmsdlctlon of the Court covers all questlons
whlch States refer to it, and all matters provided for in
the United Nations,Charter or in treaties or conventions in
force. States may bind themselves in advance to accept the
jurisdic¢tion of the Court in special caseseither by signing
a treaty or convention which provides for references to the
Court or by making a special declaration to this effect.

United Nations Children's Fund. The UnitedNations has
set up various organizations for groups .needing special
help. Established to meet emergency conditions, these im-
portant humanitarian organs have continued to function on
a long-term basis since the early years of the UN. They
include the Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR} ., the UnitedNations Relief andWorks Agency (UNRWA),
‘and the United Nations Children's Fund, better known as
UNICEF, CLC has NGO status with UNICEF.

B

The principal objective of UNICEF is to help developing
countries plan, develop and extend low-cost, community-
oriented basic services in such fields -as primary health
care, nutrition, education, safe water supply and simple
technologies which 1lighten the workload of wvillage women
and girls. Provision of equipment and supplies represents
a large part of UNICEF .aid. Examples are health center and
day care center equipment, drugs, diet supplements, well-
drilling rigs, pipes and pumps, seeds, gardening tools,
and machines and paper for large-scale textbook production.
Stipends for training local people to staff and administer
those services have become an 1ncrea31ng1y 1mportant form
of aid,

Specialized Agencies : The intergovernmental agenc1es
are separate, autonomous organizations related tothe United
Nations by special agreements. They work with the United
Nations and each other through the coordinating machinery
of the United Nations Economic¢ and Social Council.

Fourteen agencies - ILO, FAO, UNESCO, WHO, WORLD BANK,

N

¢




(bA, IFC,. TNE, ICAQ, UPU, ITU “WMO, IMCO and WIPO = are
known as ”spec1a11zed agencies’, a term used in the United
Nations Charter. They report annually to ECOSOC.

The TAEA, which was established .in 1957 "under the
aegisof the United Nations", reports annually to the Gene
ral Assembly and, as appropriate, to the Security Caunc1T
and the Economic and Soc1a1 Counc11

~

The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) is
a multilateral treaty laying down rules accepted by nations
responsible for most of the world's trade.

7 A llstlng‘ofthe various specialized agenc1es andthelr
abbreviations is given on npage 49,

. UNITED NATIONS CENTERS

The principal United Nations 'centers are located 1n
New York, Paris, Geneva, Vienna, Rome and Nairobi.

a, New York: General Assembly {GA)

: Economic and Social Council (EC0SOC)
United Nations: Children's ‘Fund (UNICEF)
Department of International Economic and
Social Affairs (DIESA)

United Nations Development Program(UNDP)
United Natlons"Instltute for Tralnlng
and Research (UNITAR) : o
Population Commission (ECOSOC) : :
- 'Department of Disarmament Affairs
Various United Nations conferences and
.. preparatory bodies




“b. Paris:f - Unlted Nations Educatlonal Scmentlflc
‘ - T and Cultural Organlzatlon (UNESCO)

. S C. Geneva: Economlc and Soc1al Coun011,(ECOSOC}

. e International Labor Organization (ILO).
World Health Organization (WHO)
United Nations Conference on Trade and
development (UNCTAD)
Disarmament Commission
Committee on Disarmament
ECOSOC Commission on Human Rights

d. Vienna: Department of Social Development and Hu
manitarian Affairs, including programs
on women, youth, aging, disabled
International Atomic Energy Administra-
tion (IAEA)

United Nations. Industrlal Development OT
ganization (UNIDO)

e. Rome: Food and Agricultural'Organization(FAG}
f. Nairobi: United Nations Env1ronmenta1 Program
. (UNEP)

g. Regional :
Centers: ECE, ECLA, ECA, ECWA, ESCAP.

-~ UNITED NATIONS CALENDAR
Conferences:

"~ Fourth General Conference of the United Nations
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) ,Vienna,
» 2-18 August 1984 .
-.International Conference on Assistance to Refugees
in Africa, Geneva, 9-11 July 1984




E

‘Internatlonal Conference on Populatlon Mex1coC1ty,
6-13 August 1984 . - :
~Seventh United Natlons CongreSs on the Prevention of

Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, 1985

Third Review Conférence of the Partles to the Treaty
on the Non- Prollferatlon.ofNuclear Weapons, Geneva,
August!September 1985

United Nations Conférence for the Promotlon of Inter
national Cooperation in the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear

‘Energy, 1986 :

United Nations Conference on an Internatlonal Code of
Conduct on the Transfer of Technology, 1984 or 1985
World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achieve
ments of the United Nations Decade for Women, Na1rob1
1985,

International Decades and Years:

1976-1985 United Nations.Decade for Women: Equality,
- Development and Peace

1980s Industrial Development Decade for Africa

1981-1990 International Drinking Water Supply and
Sanitation Decade '

1981-1990 Third United Nations Decade R

1983-1992 United Nations Decade of Blsabled Persons

1983-1993 Second Decade for Action to Combat Racism
and Racial Discrimination

1985 Internation Youth Year: Participation, De
- velopment; Peace ' o
1986 . International Year of Peace
-1987 * Internatienal Year of Shelter forthe Home
less.

_Days and Weeks:-

- 8 March International Women's Day

21 March International Day for Elimination of
. ‘Racial Discrimination

7 April World Health Day

5 June World Environment Day

16 June . International Day of Solidarity with
, S the Struggling People of South Africa
26 August Namibia Day

- Third Tuesday v V -
of September International Day of Peace ‘

-



© o= First Mpﬁday, : -
\ of October Unlversal Chlldren s Day
- 16 October = World Food Day A
- 24 October ‘United Nations Day
'~ 24-30 October Disarmament Week
- 29 November International Day of Solldarlty with
the Palestinian People
-~ 10 December  Human- Rights Day. .

'ECOSOC: CONSULTATIVE STATUS

Organizations requesting consultative Trelationship
"shall be concerned with matters falling within the compe-
-tence of the Economic and Social Council with respect to
international economic, social, cultural, educational,
health, scientific, technologlcal and related matters and
to questlons of human rights',

Non~Governmental Organizations (NGOs) (of which WFCLC
is one) may be experts or generalists. According to ECOSOC
resolution 1296 (XLIV) on Consultative Agreements, they are:

"Fon the purpose of enabling the Councif onone 0f its

bodies Lo secunre expert information oh advice:grom

organdzations havingépeciaf.competencein«thaéubjedté
‘fon which consultative status. £s arnranged, and, on

the othen hand, to enable angaﬂ&zat&cné w&&ch hephre-

sent &mpo&tant ‘elements. of public opinion in a Latge
“numben of counthies Lo express theirnviews. Therefone,
the annrangements for consulitation should involve not
only the subjects {forn which that onganization has.a
speciakl compefence or in which it has a special in-.
tenest. The ongandizations given consultative status
should be Zimited 2o those whose Ainternational ac-
tivities... qualify Zhem %o make a significant con-
tribution to Zhe wonk 04 the Councit™,
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‘Thus, NGO 1nput into the work of ECOSOC may be .at one
or mote levels: (a) pollcy’formulatlon or program development
by the United Nations; (b} decision making by the United
' Nations; {c) implementation of United Nations programs at
natlonal and regional levels; (d) ‘evaluation of United Na-
tions programs. »
. §

Organlzatlons in consultatlve status fall into one -of
.three categorles

"Onganizatiana which axe conceraned with most of the.
activities of the Council and can demonstrate to the
satisfaction of the Council that theyhave marked and
sustained contrnibutions to make 2o the achievement
0§ the objectives 04 the Unifed Nations inthe fields
set.out...above, and are closely Jinvolved with the
ceconomic and Aocdal Life of the people of the axreas
they represent and whose membership, which should be
consdidenable, {s broadly representative of major seg
“ments o4 papuﬁat&on in a Lanrge number of countnies
~{te be kuown as onganizations ingeneral consultatfive
status, category 1); Onganizations which have a spe-
clal compefence 4in, and are concerned specifically
with, onby a few of the {fields of activity dovensd
by the Councif, and which axe known Lnfternationally
within the fields for which they have oxn seek con-
sultative astatus (Lo be hnown as organizationd 4in
special consultative status, categony 11); Ongani-
Czafions which do. not have general on 4pec&a£ consulit
ative status but which the Council, on the Secretary
General of the United Nations, 4in consultation with
the Councdl on its Committee on Nown-Governmental On-
ganizations, considens canmake cccasional and useful
contributions to the work of the Council on its sub-
sddiany bodies or othen United Natiows bodies within
Zhedin competence Ahazﬁ be included in a E&At (2o be
~known as the Rosten}.

There is an ECOSOC Commlttee on Non-Governmental Orga
nizations which reviews, and’ passes on, appllcatlons fot
consultative status and which reviews quadrennial reports
submitted by accredited NGOs in categories I and II. Since
WFCLC's status is that of be1ng on .the "roster'", we need
not file such reports.



http:the.aeh-ie.ve.me.nt
http:maJti<.ed

ECOSOC AGENDA

The follow1ng are areas of United Natlons concern and
1nvolvement

o .a. Human rights to life, to freedom, to culture;human dig
: mity - ; : .
b. _ Family llfe children, youth, role of women in socie=-
ty, aging, disabled and handicapped
Ce Health, food and agriculture, education, housing, po-
pulation . :
d. Rights of refugees, disaster relief
e, Peace, disarmament, economic development, social deve
lopment, cultural development, religious.freedom, in-
ternational justice , : :
f. Trade, environment, science and technology for develop
ment. : »

If we consider St. Ignatius™ call inhis 'Contemplation
to attain Divine Love" that we examine God's gifts to us
in creation and redemption, and if we apply our considera-
tion to the entire human family, these areas of United Na-
tions involvement become areas for CLC mission. A similar
conclusion is arrived. at, when we reflect on, and implement
the conclusions  of our CLC General- Assemblles especially
Augsburg 73 and Manila“’76. '

These areas of United Nations concern have been the
subject of various United Nations programs, some of which
are pursued in normal activities of the several United Na~-
tions bodies, commissions and committees while others have
been elaborated ininternational conferences, or may be not

-ed in the International Decades and Years, or observed in
Annual Days. and Weeks, as indicated in thevUnlted Nations-
Calendar. : : ~ :




+

CONFERENCE OF NGO'S™ o e

s

kY

The NGOs in consultatlve status w1th ECOSOC are inter
national in character and cover as wide a field of interest
as does the United Nations. Their diversity provides a rich
resource of experience, expertise andability. They include
professional, scientific, industrial and business groups,
trade unions, cooperatives, religiousorganizations, peace,
human rights and relief organizations, varied research in-
stitutes, and women's and youth organizations. -~ In their
consultative status, NGOs consult with the UN secretariat,
engage in informal exchanges with delegations and present
views to ECOSOC, its commissions and committees, and other
1ntergovernmental bodies. They also help to mobilizepublic
opinion on issues.

By 1948 NGOs ‘holding consultative status decided to
cooperate in order to improve the consultative process and
to coordinate their activities in relation to the United
Nations. They therefore established the Conference of Non-
Governmental Organizations in Consultative Status with the
United Nations Economic and Social Council, which is also
known as CONGO. The Conference assists the great variety
' of NGOs 'in consultative status to promote their common aim
to support the United Nations Charter. It works on behalf
of NGOs in consultative status to develop that status and
- to improve their relationship and cooperation with the
~United Nations and its various organs, It provides a forum
for NGOs with common interests to come together to study,
plan, support, and act in relation to the principles and
programs of the United Nations. o

The Conferenée'providés through its special and ad
hoc committees, for a dlscu551on of substantive matters by’
its members and with members of the UN Secretariat, dele-
gations, and other experts. The committees meet throughout
the year at New York, -Geneva and Vienna for the purpose of
keeping their membership informed of developments in their
respective fields and encouraging joint activities among
organizations in support of UN programs. Currently active
in New York are committees on human rights, development,
disarmament, aging, youth, the status of women, the  UN
University for Peace. :
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Rellglous NGOs A group of rellglous NGOs (1nternaw
'tlonal and national} atUnlted Nations Headquarters who are
accredited to the United Nations either through ECOSOC. or
the Department of Public Information, meet regularly to re
view on-going programs from the rellglous perspective.
They plan an inter-religious prayer service to mark the
opening of the General Assembly each Fall and prepare an
assessment of the work of each session of the General As
sembly. The group contributed significantly to the effort
which resulted- in the adoption of the Declaration on the
Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Dlscrlmlnatlon
Based on Rellglon or Bellef

INTE‘RNATIONA‘L CATHOLIC ORGANIZATIONS CENTER

The Conference of International Catholic Organizations
is a federation of 34 organizations, of which the World
Federation of Christian Life Communitiesis aregular member.
Some International Cathollc Organizations (ICOs) have spe-
cific areas of concern, for example, education, children,
womeén, radio and televl51on in contrast, CLC's mission is
broad, in that it includes: all areas of concern which flow
out of a mission-oriented way of life. Our CLC commitment
is broad: 'to renewand sanctify the temporal-order' (GP 7).
In addition to several working groups -the ICO's have four
centers ~ in New York, Paris, Geneva and Vienna - which
facilitate relationships between the individual groups and
the local United Nations organs, in addition toserving the
needs of the Conference. Biweekly meetings at the New York
center bring together representatives of Caritas Interna-
tionalis, Pax. Christi International, Pax Romana, Interna--
tional Cath011c80c1a1 Service Union, InternatlonaICathollc
Press Union, International Catholic Child Bureau, World Un
ion of Catholic Women's Organlzatlons, the LntennatlonulFe
deration of Catholic Universities, and CLC, forthepurpose
of exchanging 1nf0rmat10non.1nd1v1dualgroup interests, pro
grams, etc., At thése meetings. there are brleflngs by UN
Secretariat personnel and by members of various national
delegations. The potentlal contribution of the Center 1s

34 - co




limited because of inadequate financing to ,support a com- .
petent staff, yet with its constraints the Center is exert
1ng ‘considerable influence in UN and NGO c1rcles. v

\

PERMANENT OBSERVER MISSION OF THE HOLY SEE '
"zfo THE UNITED NATIONS :

%

The Holy See, -.as-an independent ndtion state, ‘main-
tains diplomatic missions at UN Headquarters, as well as
at UNESCO and at the UN centers in Geneva and Vienna., His:
Excellency, Archbishop Giovanni Cheli, is Apostolic Nuncio
and Permanent Observer to the United Nations.

Pope Paul VI, on the occasion of his visit to the
United Nations on 4 October 1965, praised the work of that.
body and exhorted it to reach beyondnationalistic rthetoric:

"To speak of humaneness and genexcsdity 4is o echo
anothern constitutional principle of the United Na-
tions, Lits posftive summii: you are working hene not
fust to eliminate counflicts between States, but %o
make Lt possible forn States Lo wonrk for each othen.
You afie not content with {facilitating coexisfence
betiween nations. VYou are taking a much biggen step
forwwand, one woAthy o4 our praise and oun support:
you are organizing fraternal collabonration between
nations. You are esiablishing here a system of s084i-
da&atg that wifl ensure 2that Rofty civilizing goals
rnecedve unandimous and ordexaly support grom the whole
family of nations, for the good of each and all. This
A4 the finest aspect of the United Nations Organiza-
tion, its veny genwine human side. This is the ideak
that mankind dreams of duning its pilgrimage through
time; this A4is .the gnreatest hope 04 the workd. We -
would even ventune to say that it 4is the neflection
of the plan of God - a Zranscendent plan {full of
Love -~ fon the progress. 04 human society on eanth, a
neflection -in which we ‘can.see the Gospel message
turning. from- something heavenly to something earthly.
Herne we seem fo hean an echo of the voice o4 ocur pre
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- decessons, and eApec&aﬁﬁj af Pope Joha XXIII ‘whose
message Ln Pacem in Tenndis med with such an hononed
and significant response among gau" ,

During his visit to 'the United Nations on 2 October
1979, Pope John Paul II expressed his strong support of
"your Organization’s functions and initiatives, which are
aimed at peaceful coexistence and collaboration bhetween
nations"”

%

"Pope John XXII1 and Pope Paul VI Loovhed with confi-
dence on your Lmporiant ALnstifuiion as an eloquent
and promising sign of our times. He who is addressing -
you now has, since the finst months of his pontificate,
Aevanaﬁtamaéaxpneééed zﬁeéameconﬁadence and convic
tion as his p&edaceééoké.

"This confidence and convietion on the pa&t of the
Apostolic See i4 the nesult, as 1 have said, not of
merely political heasons but 04 the religious and mon
al character of the mission o0f the Roman Catholic
Chunch. As a univensal commundify embracing faifhful
befonging to almost all countries and continents, na
tions, peopze, haces, Languages and cullures, the
Chunch is deeply intenested in. the existence and ac-
tivity of the Onrngandzation whose very name tellds us
that <t unifes and associates nations and States. I%
unites and associates: AZ does not divide and ‘oppose.
1+ seeks out the ways for understanding and peaceful
collaboration, and endeavors with the means at its
disposal and the methods in its power to exclude war,
division and mutual destruction within the great 5a—
maig 0§ humanity today".

The Holy See’s presence at the United Nations is on
the diplomatic level, whereas the participation of CLC and
the other accredited Catholic NGOs is on the working level.
Our ‘séveral groups initiate study and action, and respond
to developments at the United Nations in the light of the
- purposes for which we were founded, including our specific
" charismg,gifts and graces. Ind1v1duals serving the Catholic

NGOs. may be asked on occasion_ to_share their expertise and
experience with the Holy See Mission staff, but the several

groups are called to share their unique insights with the
international organizations, as Pope John Paul charged us
in his 1983 message to the Conference of International Ca-
tholic Organizations, cited above.
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In serving CLCin its mission at the United Nations and

in fulfilling our responsibilities in our consultative ca-
pacity, there are several functions involved, including:

Ra Egorteur. keeplng the World Federatlon s Executive
ouncil and the World Federation secretariat informed

on important developments at the United Nations, keeping’

them abreast of the UN agenda and calendar, making

recommendations for coverage of important conferences

and meetings.

Catalyst: educating and raising the consciousness and
information levels of CLCmembership, prepar1ngsu1table
material for PROGRESSIO and PROJECTS.,

“Technical expert: doing research, analyses of issues;

preparing CLC position papers, and making appropriate
interventions, furnishing input into ECOSOC and General

- Assembly debates and world conferences.

" Spokesperson: establishing contacts- with key UN per-

sonnel at the Secretariat and natiomal delegation ley
els, making substantive inputs on questions under con
s1derat1on or debate in the several UN fora.

Collaboratlon with other ICOs and NGOs on 1ong term

projects.

Advocate for issues of51gn1f1cant and immediate impor

"tance to CLC, including renresentatlon to various na-

tional delegations.

In all these efforts appropriate attention should be

given to the needs of our CLC constltuency and to the avail
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. ablllty of techn1ca1 expertlse Dhllosovhlcal and theologl—
cal 1n51ghts relevant ‘to the spec1f1c 1ssues.

The NGO Calenddr at the Un1ted Natlons Headquarters}
1nvolves several meetings: ‘ .

Weekly briefings by members of the UN Secrebarlat and'
conference spokespersons, on topicsof currentinterest
" .and concern, sponsored by the UN Department of Public
Information. '
CONGO Board meetings, two each year in - New York, on
matters of concern to NGOs in consultative status.

- CONGO ‘committee meetings covering specific areas -~
Aging, Development, Disarmament, Human Rights, Status
of Women, Youth, the UN University for Peace ~ each
meetlng once monthly.

Meetings of the standing commlttees particularly the
Second {Econemic) and Third (Soc1a1) of the Ceneral
Assembly, during the Assembly's three-month session
each Fall.

-The Spring meetiﬂg of ECOSOC“‘

Approximately fourmeetings eachyear of the UNICEF NGO
committee.

Meetings of the various nreparatory'COmmltte65plann1ng»
world conferences, when held in New York.

The biweekly meetings at the ICO Center and.thenmnthly
meetlngs of the Religious NGOs.

It is difficult to cover all these meetings, therefore
it isnecessary to prioritize areas of concern in the light
of CLC'sworld vision/mission and the CLC UNrepresentative's
gifts and talents. As I see my gifts and talents, they are
{in. decreasing order): prophecy, research, service, written
teaching, organizational leadership, oral teaching,advocacy.
Therefore, CLC's performance at the United Nations must be
evaluated in view of these considerations.

"In addition to attending meetings, flllng reports with
the WFCLC Executlve Counc1l and Sécretariat, answering
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routlne correspondence with the NGO sectlons of the Depart:"
ment of International 'Economic and Social Affairs (DIESAY:

and the Department of Public Information (DPI), preparlng,<>b

articles for PROGRESSIO, the follow1ng has been achleved‘
during the past flve years: o

a. Collaboratlon in the Rellglous NGO and CONGO Commltteer
- on Human Rights' efforts to .move to adoption by the

General Assembly of the Déclaration on the Elimination.

ofﬁAllForms of Intolerance and of Dlscrlmlnatlon Based
on Rellglon or Belief. : ‘

b. . The CLC statement for the. Second Special Se531on on -
: Dlsarmament of the General Assembly‘ 1982. o

C. A’The CLC statement for the United Natlons Conference
on Sc1ence and Technology for Development, 1979 )

d. The CLC statement on the Internatlonal Development
‘ ,Strategy for the Third Development Decade, 1980.

e,;e~CLC 1etterto the Department of Polltlcal and Securlty
. Council Affairs, United Nations, on preparatlons For
the Internatlonal Year of Peace (1986), 1983, ‘

'f; - CLC: statement for the NGO Commlttee on ‘Dlsarmament
(at UN Headquarters) for submission to the’ Adv1sory
Comm1ttee on Dlsarmament Studles 1984 '

g Collaboratlon in the preparatlonof the Qellglous NGOs:'
annual assessments of each year's session of the Ge-,
neral Assembly, 1979 through 1983

In evaluating the performance of CLC at the Unlted
Nations, I can give only a minimum passing mark. Much time
has had tobe taken in acclimatising myself to a very exten
sive, and at the same time, intensive, program. Trying to

“meet the anticipated needs for basic detailed information
on the United Nations of CLC leadership and membership was
given priority over developing and applying -one's personal
technical expertise. There has been little opportunity so
far to take strong advocacy roles except in ‘NGO meetlngs.
At the same time there has been the need to be involved in
U.S. national CLC activities and to participate in other
programs Ttelated to questions at the inter-face of faith
and science, and to the role of scientists and teehnologlsts
in the mission of the Church in the world,
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TOWARD A MORE EFFECTIVF CLC PRESENCE , R
AT . THE UNITED NATIONS R ; S

Y

CLC Vision: As many observers of the rapid changes
taking place in the world and in the role of the Church in
this world havenoted, including Karl Rahner in his article’
cited above, there is a need for CLC vision looking to the
future, but evolving from today's CLC reality. The basic
CLC vision for the future involves an understanding of the
value of "creatures" in the Ignatian Foundation exercise and
of the "gifts of creation and redemntion" inthe Contemplatio
ad Amorem exercise, inthe 1ight of the emerging world situa
tion. An understandlng which is of utmost 1mportance ‘for the
individual, but also for each CLC community and the CLC
world communlty : .

CLC Global Vision/Mission Statement: The basic CLCnus
sion/service model includes three 1nterre1ated elements:

a. spiritual
b. pastoral
¢.. intellectual-

The spiritual mission of CLC is tobring the message of
Christ to the people of the world,- to build up the Body of
Christ by forming Christians according to the light of an in
carnational spirituality based on that of St., Ignatius, to
form communities of ldy apostles in support of the Church s
mission, prlmarlly in lay ministries.

The pastoral mission of CLC is one of love and service
to the larger local community, a dedication tobringing the
- message of Christ to all on the religious, sniritual, moral,
social, economic and political levels. Work among the vic-
tims of an unjust society, work to reform and renew social
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structurés.‘CLCsvpromote among their members and others a;
formation in Christ, asimple lifestyle, a spirit of poverty.

hs

. . it

The intellectual mission of CLC inveolves bringing the
experiences and expertise of individual CLCs to bear on the
solution of problems affecting justice and peace on the na
tional and world levels, and contributing to redressing
world;imbalances\affecting human dignity and human rights,
Of immediate importance is the political dimension: to as-
sist in building a new world economic, social -and cultural
order, erected. on the Christian v1rtuesoF Justlce andpeace,
giving each person the opportunity to grow in freedom and
‘dignity.

f
1

Los -

It should then be possible to elaborate a CLC global
vision/mission statement which would include, but not be
limited to, our participation at the United Nations, and
which would be refined and updated periodically. .

CLC/UN Mandate: A CLC global vision/mission statement
would Tead to the development of a CLC/UN mandate, setting
forth guidelines and priorities for -our efforts at.and
through the United Nations, also setting forth CLC/UN re--
sponsibilities and accountability to the World Federation’s
Executive Council and the CLC Secretariat. There is need for
a phllosonhy of action governlng our UN activities.

Communication Linkdges: There is need for strong com-
munications 1linkages between our CLC/UN representatives,
our Executive Council, Secretariat, and our national fe-
derations, to enable - development of CLC programs at the
United Nations and effective participation in world con-
ferences sponsored by the United Nations.

" Mission/Service : Mission/service structures at na-
tional and regional CLC levels shouldbe encouraged. Needed
is a sense of mission activities and accomplishments at lo
cal and national levels., All are essential to an effective
CLC presence at the United Nations.

Technical Expertise: A viable CLC program atthe United
Nations calls for CLC technical expertise in the various
areas defined by the United Nations agenda. As our CLC mem
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'bershla grows ‘in experlence and research is conducted 1n;
" specific areas . of - concern: to local CLCs-and CLC national j
federations, we should develop cadres of competent person-
* nel to a551st in the development of the emerglng world com
munity. . :

" To assist in developing such expertise, particularly
among our young, when proper financing can be arranged, we
might foster internships with the United Nations Department
of International Economic and Social Affairs (DIESA), the
- United Nations University for Peace, and the ICO centers.

We might note that the impetus for the recent United
Nations International Year of the Child was initiated by an
NGO, the International Catholic Child Bureau (ICCB). The U
nited Nations Conference on the Human Environment, which
was held in Stockholm in 1972 was spurred on by NCGOs in the
environmental field wheo won” the support of Sweden when
other, larger nations refused to take the initiative.

In addition tointernships, there can be opportunities
for ouryoung in finding employment‘w1thlssue oriented NGOs
and by United Nations agenc1es. I thlnk of Stefan Vanistan
dael and Giuseppe Mazzone; Stefan is-a leader in the InteT
national Catholic Child Bureau (Geneva), “Giuseppe 1semploz
‘ed. by the United Nations Development Program . (UNDP) in
Thailand. ) .

'CLC's mission-oriented spirituality embodied in our
General Principles calls forth the standards of Pope "John
XXIII- in Pacem in Terrls

~ "Neventheless, 4in crder to Aimbue civilization with
bound p&an&pZQé and enfiven £t with zthe spinit o4 -
the Gospel, it 4is not enough 2o be ifLuméined with

Cthe gift 04 faith and einkindled with zhe desire of
jorwarding a good cause, For this kaaéon, At is neces
sary to take an active panit ip the various o&gantza—
tions and tnﬁﬁuence them from within, And since ocun
present age L& one of outstanding sclentific and
technical progress. and excellence, one willf not be
able toentesn these organizaitions andwork 4from within
unless he 44 sedentifically ‘competent, ftechnically.
capabﬂe and skITTed in the praciice of his cwn phoges
sion. .
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We desine to call atteniion to the fact that scien-
tifie campetence technical capaciity and professional
expenience, - fthough necessary, are not of themselves
Au654C4entltoe£evate the nelationships of soclety to
an onden that £4 genudinely human: thait is, to an orden
whose foundationis truth, whose measunre andabject4ue
45 fusticde, whose duvmg fonce 4is Love, and whose
method of atiainment is freedom... 1% 4is nécessary
that human beings, 4n the intimacies 0§ .theln own
consciences, shoutd 50 £ive and act in their temporal
Lives as 1o cheate a synthesis between scientifdic,

technical and professional elements on the one hand,

and ég&&ituaﬁ values on Lhe other".

CLC/UN\Offlce. A v1able CLC program requires an office
nearby the United Nations, with salaried and volunteer
-personnel; * therefore adequate funding is necessary for
success. g ‘ ‘ .

WFCLC PROGRAM CONSIDERATIONS

Several considerations for programdevelopment have been
indicated in the previous section. In linewith the conclu-
sions of Rome'79 and Providence'82, we should continue to
place emphasis on global awareness at the local CLC level,
not to influence choice of mission; but to understand that
mission in the light of the needs of the world human commu
nity.

:

‘In support of this thrust, itis possible to develop the
broad outlines of 4 splrltuallty under1v1ng CLCinvolvement
at the United Nations. The basics are to be found in the
writings of Fr. Teilhard de Chardin, SJ. Let me quote . the
message of Javier Perez de Cuellar (UJ.N.Secretary General)
to the participants 1n the 1983 Internat1ona1 Coll@qulumon
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Teilhard de Chardin, sponsored by the?UnitédNéfionsUhiﬁez
- sity for Peace: - T S

"... To begin with, fwo of my eminent predecesdons
as Sechretanry Genenal 04 the United Nations, Dag Ham-
marskiold and U Thant, once indicated that Teilhanrd
de Chardin was one 36 the contemporary thinkenrs who
exencised great dinfluence upon them. 1 share thein
profound admiration for the universal, humanitarian,
and spirnitual Zthinking of this ph&&oaophen this vi-
sdonany of peace. I would Rike torecall the biblicak
words accornding to which ‘'whene thenre is no visdon,
people perish'. In my judgment, these wonds appﬂg
perfectly to humanity. Today we Lack a new, global,
and essentially human visdion of peace, fraternity
and univensal cooperation. The analysis and the dis-
S semination o4 the vision of Tellhand de Chandin thus
appears tc me of great Lmportance. This vision menits
ample discussion on the threshold of ihe new global
ena which is opening before us”,

As Pope John Paul II remarked in his message to the
1983 General Assembly of the Conference of ICOs, our local |
and national communities should coordinate their efforts |
with those of the constituent members of the various ICOs.
For example,  Caritas Internationalis and the World Union
of Catholic Women s Organizations’ (WUCWO) are represented
throughout the world. (The Annex gives information about
the ICO Conference, and alist of its members. Copies of the |
ICO Directory can be obtained from the Rome Secretariat).

It would be highly desirable that, as resourcespermit,
CLC collaborate more closely with the Conference of ICOs
and the Conference’s centers in New York, Paris, Geneva
and Vienna. CLC has particirated actively in the work of
the Conference's Continuity Commlttee, and our service will
.become moremeaningful as our own vision of the role of the
Church in the world expands and deepens.

, We should promote collaboration among CLCs throughout
the world, to assist all of us.in understanding the diverse
cultures .encompassed in the world. There isneed to initiate
inter-religious dialogue relating to issues in the social,

economic andpolitical orders. Such dialogues are of con31d
‘erable benefit not only in the countries where they are

44 -



http:peJt-L.6h
http:Ln6luen.ee

. B : e

tonducted but 31501n those Wlthllmlted culturaldlver51ty
The dlalogues would be of considerable assistance to our
CLC representatives at the several UN centers.

-

-We should promote ‘collaboration with basic ecclesial
communities, sharing experiences and insights, looking to
social justice, andimpelling governments to exercise their
political will to assure more peaceful environments at all
levels of soc1ety.

" We should promote CLC presence at the UN centers in
Paris, Geneva and Vienna. Speaking from my own personal
experience and that of other, NGO representatives, patient
endurance is one fruit of the Hely Spirit required of NGO
personnel, as we learn about the procedures and operations
of the organization, at the same time as we endeavour to.
understand the 1deologles struggllng to emerge at a time.
of constant change in society.

In the near future 1t would be desirable to define an
optimum’ scope for the CLC presence at UN Headquarters in
New York, 'in terms of supporting programs and financial
resources,  to apportion responsibility for personnel and
financial support among the World Federation, the U.S. and-
Canadian CLC federations’,and the CLCs in the New York area.

PERSONAL POSTSCRIPT

What implications for CLC do I see arising from my
personal involvement at the United Nations? Tobe sure, this
report reflects my personal observations over the past 20
years. Has my involvement been a personal mission or have
I beenmotivated truly to be servant of WECLC in its global
mission? I feel that T have been graced in a special way by
the continuing interaction of a deener faith life with my
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1grow1ng sense of mission at the global ‘level. I trust. that
my remarks are objective, recognlzlng that my vision of CLC
in the world mirrors my experience and may not consider the
overall and specific priorities of CLC as aglobal movement.

I'f the Church is to participate significantly in the
building of the emerging community, we laypersons must con
tribute our gifts and talents. We in CLC have an unique op
portunity, for our spirituality calls us to integrate all
aspects of our life: faith, secular knowledge and experience.
Even though ourmission is located in some remote corner of
the world, we have the challenges of Augsburg'73, Manila'76,
Rome’79 and Providence'82 to urge us on. Whereas initiallyI
saw my involvement at the United Nations as a specific mis
sion task, today Isee my service there as informing my splr
1tu311ty'wh1chls becomlng increasingly globally-oriented. X
reminder of I'gnatius' call to 'the more universal, therefore
more divine'. : -

It is my desire to recount my experiences and reflec-
tions on the United Nations agenda, drawn from what I see
to be clear Christian, Ignatian, Teilhardian and CLC per-
spectives. I have grown in a sense of community through
participation, on a personal level, in two other programs,
-The Pacem in Terris Society at the United Nations, which
is open to Secretariat, national delegation and NGO person
nel, has for its purpose to 'provide through lectures .and
discussion groups a forum for the study, discussion and
realization of the ideals and purposes of the Charter of
the United Nations, and of the spirit and message of the
encyclical, Pacem in Terris, and. thereby, to promote the
cause of international peace" The Movement for a Better
World, aCatholic NGO in consultatlve status, has conducted
several programs, includingone on "Splrltuallty andDevelog
ment", which, when completed, I hope to circulate among CL
leadership for critical comment.

It is my dream - one which becomes clearer as I reflect
on its possibilities in the face of apparently insurmontable
obstacles - to see a center for Ignatian Spirituality here
in NewYork, which would focus on the spiritual and apostollc
dimensions of living in the global v1llage. The centetr's
responsibilities wouldinclude formation, raising conscious’
ness levels, religious reflection, research education and
advocacy programs. I see such a.centerhav1ng aservant role
in. the United Natlons. I recognize immediately the many




vbstacles in ythe‘way of ~realizihg such a dream, but I see  1 Y
such a center as essential to planning a Church which will L
e credible in tomomrow s world . _ : , o,

The center's programcould include retreats, "Exercises

in Daily Life", workshops on the Spiritual Exercises and:
professional and public life, faith experience sharing, as

well as on~going reflection onquestions relating one's faith )
1ife todeveloping world issues. As a capstone I wouldenvis i
age one or more CLCs related to the center. ‘

As I conclude these words, I must exnress my deep grati
tude to Fr. Louis Paulussen, SJ; who25 years agoat Newark,
NJ, put his vision of Sodallty/CLC before me. I trust that I
have been a.little faithful to- his dream.

;




. .Principal organs of the UN
@ Cther UN organs

i O Specialized agencies and
i other autonomous organi-
zations within the system

Main Committees
Standing anc
procedural committees

Other subsidiary organs
of the General Assembly

' UN Relief and Works Agency for
Refugees in the Near East UNRWA

UN Conference on Trade & Development
UNCTAD

UN Children's Fund UNICEF

" Office of the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees UNHCR

Joint UN/FACG World Food Programme

UN Institute for Tralnlng & Research
UNITAR

UN De&elopment Programme UNDP

UN Industrlal Development COrganization
UNIDO

UN Environment Programme UNEP
UN University UNU

UN Special Fund

World Food Council

’Trus!eeship
C i1

Internatignal
Court of

THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM -

UNT30 UN Truce Supervision Organlzatlon
in Palestine

UNMOGIP UN'‘Military Observer Group
in India and Pakistan

Securit UNFICYP UN Peace—keeping Force in Cyprus
UNEF UN Emergeéncy Force )
UNDOF UN Disengagement Observer Force
Military Staff Committee

Disarmament Commission

Secretariat

q 8aciar '
na ot IAEA International Atomic Energy Agency

--------------- -0 GAIT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade S

ILO Internatlonal Labour Organlzatlon

FAQO Food and Agrlcultural Organization of the UN

UNESCO UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization

Regional
Commissions

Functional .
Commissions WHO World Health Organization
IDA International Development Assocxatlon
Sessional,
standing IBRD International Bank for Reconstruction and
and ad hoc Development
commissions IFC International Finance Corporation
IMF International Monetary Fund e
ICAQ International Civil Aviation Organization. .
UPU Universal Postal Union. )
ITU International Telecommunication Union
O WMO World Meteorclogical Organization
IMCO Inter-Gouvernmental Maritime Consultative’

Organlzatlon

World Intellectual Property Organization
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INITED NATIONS SPECIALIZED AGENCIES

Id

[AEA International Atomic Eﬁergy Agency

[ L.O International Labour Organization

FAO _ Food and Agricuiture Organization of the '

: ‘ ~ United Nations o

UNESCO - United Nations Educational, Scientific and

: Cultural Organization '

WHO World Health Organization

&ORLD BANK . Internatioﬁal Bank for Reconstruction and
Development :

I DA o kinfernational Devélopment Association .

LFC . Internaiiénal Finance Corporation-

IMF ~ International Monetary Fund

;CAO International Civil Aviation Organization

ﬁPUf Universal Postal Union

1TU International Telecommuniéation Union

WMO World Meteorological Organization

IMCO » Ipteerovérnmenf Maritime Consultative Orga
nization ‘

WIPO World Infellettual Propérty Grganization'

GATT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
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) : ANNEX
[’HE CONFER ENCE OF INTERNATIONAL '
‘ CATHOEIC ORGANIZATIONS

rigins and History

Although a number of ICOs have been in existence for
y great many years, the majority of International Catholic
Drganizations, as also their Conference, are a relatively
iew phenomenon in the life of the Church. The ICO Conference
vas founded in 1927 in fact, only a few years after the
.eague of Nations. Eleven organizations met in -Fribourg
(Switzerland) at the invitation of the Catholic Union for
International Studies, They decided tohold annual meetings
and set up the Pre31dent 's Conference,

The Conference enabled some very constructive discus-
sion of apostolic experiences to take place, and also helped
to strengthen the Christian presence at the League of Nations.
After the hiatus caused by World War II, the Conference’
resumed its activities andwas made.intoa formal institution
hen  the new statutes of the present Conference of ICOs,
'approved by the Holy See,were adoptedduring the 1951 General
Assembly in Luxemburg. Paul VI played a major role in this
hs the then Substitute Secretary of State.

Nature of the ICOs and their Conference

The emergence and expansion of the international :or-
ganizations demonstrate the awakening of alively awareness
amongst Catholics of the major problems facing mankind to-
day - problems which can only be fully grasped by looking
at them from aworldwide viewpoint. Thus theywere born-of a
real need: theneed felt spontaneously by Catholics involved
in various sectors of life tounite together to pursue their
activities onan international scale. This common origin has .
resulted inall these organizations acquiring general charac
teristics which are common to all of them despite their di
versity. SR

N

The first is that they originally emerged spontan ously
as a result of the free initiative of Chrlstlans anc¢ that
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+  they then adopted a. federatlve structure and a democratl
way of working, the only formats whichwould ensure the co
tinuity and renewal essential tothe life oftheInstltutlon
It must be recognised, therefore, that the ICOs have,
certain sense, a representative functlon : in the 1nterna

. tional sphere they speak on behalf of their members and are
able to adopt specific points of view.

The second characteristic common to all the ICOs is
their undiversal dimension which is the result both of thg
universality of the Christian message and the phenomenon ofl
.the globalisation of the modern world.

Lastly, and this is their third common characteristic,
the international organizations do not aim to make better
people as many other Christian organizations do. Their speci
ficity lies in their bias towards a better woerald, a world
which is more human, w1th.1tstemporal structures more fit
to live in.

One last observation to give a clear picture of the
nature andpurpose of the ICOs: it is a fact that the fields
in which they are active - development, education, culture,
social work, etc. - usually belong to that vast territory
which Vatican Il considered as being “in their own right
although not exclusively' the responsibility of the laity.
But it is also a fact that in the origins, 'the activities
and the individual members of the ICOs, we come across
priests and religious as well as laypeople; which again
. corresponds with the view of the Council according to which

action in the wondd rnests with zhe Church as a whole. It
must be inferred, therefore, that the ICOs play their part
in the Church’'s mission in a sphere where the laity must
be for preference ivvolved, but that theirwork can scarcely
be defined as coming exc1u31ve1y under the appelation "lay
apostolate’. It must be seen in a wider perspective as one
aspect - and not-the least important one - ofall the Church's
activities in the international sphere.

The Conference of the ICOs, to which over thirty orga
nizations now belong, is not a superstructure but a focal
point of information, reflection and co-ordination for its
members. It sets out to help them in their twofold mission
of participating in the Life of the universal Churnch and in
Aniernational Life, at the same time promoting exchange of
information between them.
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The Holy See has always followed the work of the Con-
erence of the ICOs closely and is regularly represented at
he General Assemblies; the majority of these Assemblies
ave beenhonoured by amessage fromthe Pope. At the present
ime, the Conference has close contacts with the Pontifical
ounc11 for the Laity and has regular consultative relation
hips with it. ’

lims of the ICOs

The ICOs are active at three levels. Firstly, they aim
o ensure- that Catholics play their part inorganized inter
hational life. Secondly, each of these organizations sets
ut to promote Christian witness. in a specific sector or
n a particular sphere of 1ife, Thirdly, the ICOs and their -
lonference play a very active part in the life of the uni-
rersal Church.

As non-governmental organizations, the ICOs are an
Fmportant factor in the overall presence of the Chmstlan

ommunity in international life.

7

The Church is in fact present in the international com
nunity both through its doctrinal magisterium and by virtue
bf the international legal status enjoyed by the Holy See,
vhich enables it to be directly represented by Observers,or
2ven by delegates in their own right, at United Nations orga
1izations or reglonal institutions. But in addition to these
institutional forms of the Church's presence, the ICOs have
their own specificrole toplay. They are the means of expres
sion for millions of men and womén who declaré themselves
followers of Christ and who represent an important segment,
>oth quantitatively and qualitativély, of public opinion
throughout the world.

The work of the ICOs-within the United Nations agencies
and in certain regional institutions is carried dut through
their consultative status. A numberof ICOs enjoy this consult
itive status at the following organizations: ECCSOC, UNESCO
INICEF, FAO, ILO, WHO, UNIDO, UNCTAD, etc.

, The ICOs act mainly through the agency of thenational
and local groups which go to the making 6f them; these lattey
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‘take on: clearly deflned respon51b111tles w1th1n thelr oW
geographlcsectorsand in thelrownpartlcular fields.Direct]
action involving individuals or spheres of life is thu
mainly the concern of the local units. The internationa
organizations play.a mainly stlmulatlng role,where they are
concerned, to which it adds one other essential factor:co
cern for the supranational dimension of problems, whic
should prevent the national and local groups from remaining|

. shut up within their own boundaries. Inside the Conference
of the ICOs, these organizations are able to exchange expe
riences in their various fields and also secure a more in-
fluential presence at the level of the universal Church.An
opportunity is provided, alsé, to study‘the role of the as|

Zoc1at10ns within the Church and in the world in greater
epth .

Organization of the Conference

. Like .all associations, the Conference expresses its
ideas through its Genenal Aééembﬂy, which decides on the pro
gramme of activities and elects by secret vote: the Presd
dent, the Administrator and the ten ICO8 which make up the
Conference's Continuify Committee (which acts as a Boardof
Directors). The General Assembly meets regularly every two
years.

ThefﬂokkinggnoupA are one of the dr1v1ng forces in the
I1C0 Conference's activities. They may be established on a
permanent basis or set up adhoc to study aspecific problem
resulting from events of the moment in the Church or in the
world, Here the ICOs directly concerned can discusg some of
‘their precccupations together and provide all the other
members with information and ideas which are completelyorig
inal, as a basis on which those who so wish can decide on
their own orientations or approaches "either individually
or as groups. There axe‘workinggroups‘onﬂealthi Education,
Human Rights, Youth, Women in the Church, Against poverty
in Burope, Adult Education, Commitment and Faith (to study
the apostolic commitment of various organizations).

For a number ofyears, the Conference has been lenélng

its support to the #negdionaf activities undertaken by the
100N, .
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The Conference has the . support of four &ﬂékadI&OR:
ind Liaison offices inits task of helping the ICOs in their
ork in internatiomnal life: ‘

The ICO Information Centre, Geneva, <concerned with the
- work of the many 1nternat10nal 1nst1tut10ns with head-
’ quarters in that C1ty,~

The Internatlonal‘Catholic Centre for UNESCO, Paris con‘
centrating on everything to do with education, science’,
culture and communication;

The ICO Information Center, New York, at the United Na-
tions Organizations; ‘

- The "Antenne' in Vienna, where a number of international
institutions, partlcularlyUnlted Nations agencies or sery
ices, have their headquarters.

i

These four Centres publish regular bulletins or 1nfor'
ation sheets. .

jinancial'Suppdrt

The Conference's activities are financed through sub-
scriptions from member~ICOs, contributions from the Holy
See and from Episcopal Conferences, and help from outside-
sources of financial aid which support the main activities
undertaken by the Conference. The Administrator is respon-
51b1e for this budget.

Examples of the Conference's Activities

Preparatory studies to contribute ideas -on the themes
of the different Synods: evangelisation of the contéemporary
world, catechesis, the family, reconciliation, etc. The
Conference has also been closely associated, in various
~apacities, with the different Holy Years, especially those
£ 1975 and 1983 ' ‘

It has facilitated the work of those ICOs with special
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interests in some of 'the major activities .of the Unite
Nations: International Years forpopulation, children, youth
Decades for women; human rights, migration, literacyworkj
culture, adult education, etc. :

It organises information, training and discussion. seg
sions-on- international life to help to initiate members of
IC0s or keep them up to~date, and endeavours to familiarisd
them not only with the problems of ‘international life i
official circles but also with those of the universal Church§

Members of the ICO,Conférénce

(Though English and French are the two official 1lan
guages of the Conference, French is more commonly used, and
the initials of each organization are usually given i
French). : :

A.C.I.S8.J.F. International Catholic Associatio
to serve Young Women

A.I.C; ' International Association of St.
Vincent de Paul Charities

B.I.C.E. ' International Catholic Child- Bu
' reau.

Caritas International

C.T.C.I.A.M.S. International Catholic Committeefoi

Nurses and Medico—Social Workers

C.1.C.G. International Catholic Confererice
' for Guides '

C.1.€.M. International Catholic . Conference
) for Migration :

C.1.¢.S8. - ~ . International Catholic Conference
. . for Scouts '

F.I.C.H. A International Federation of Catholic
' Men ’ ' ‘
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L1.M.ALR.C.
fI}MxiA.P.
.I.P.C.
.1.U.C.
{.F.C.L.C.
[.E.C.I.
1.0.C. 1.

LI.A.M.S.1I.

.I.D.A.D.E.
M.I.J.A.R.C.

M.M.T.C.
).C.I.C.

0.1.E.C.

Pax Romana/M.I.E.C.

Pax Romana/M.I.I.C.

5.5.V.P.
J.C.1.P.

Internationél Federatidn_’of Mové-
ments (Adults) for Rural Catholics

International Federation of Commu-
nities of Youth (Parish-based)

International Federation of Catholic .
Pharmacists

International Federation ofCathoiic
Universities

World Federation of Christian Life
Communities : :

Young Catholic Students (Internatlon
al) :

Young Catholic Workers. (Internat1on
al)

Int€rnational Movement for the Apos
tolate of Independent* Social Milieus

International Movement for the Apos
tolate of Children

International Movement for Agricul-
tural and Rural Catholic Youth

WorldbbvementforChristiansWorkers

International Catholic Organizations
for Cinema and the Audiovisual

international Office for Catholic
Teaching‘(Education}

International Movement of Cathollc
Students

International Movement of Cathollc
Intellectuals

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

International Catholic Unlon of the
Press
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“U;CSI.S.S. " f;_;;, Internatlonal Cathollc Soc1al Serv-
. : s * ice Union

U.M.E.C. . World Union of Catholic Teachers

U.M.0.F.C. ' ‘ World Unlon of Cathollc Women's Or
ganlzatlons

U.N.D.A. International Catholic A550c1at10n}

for Radio and Television

Associate Members

International Alliance of Joan of}
Arc .

Pax Christi International

MémbersVBy Invitation

B

C.I.C.A. International Committeefbr'theBlind

C.I.D.S.E.. ‘International Cooperation for Socio-
Economic Development

F.T1.A.M.C. International Federation of Catholic
: . Medical Associations

I.C.R.A. : Intéqnational Catholic Rural Asso-

: ciation
J;I.C.I. : Internatlonal Association for Inde-
pendent* Christian Youth .

0.M.A.A.E.C. World Organlzatlon of Past Punils

: of Cathollc Schooling ' :

U.N.I.A.P.A.C. Internatlonal Chrlstlan Union of

" Leaders )

* "Independent', in this context, refers to people whose
work is nelther strictly prof6551ona1' nor manual. It
comes from the French, of course. ‘ ‘




