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FOREWORD 


TliiS: Supplement is, in a way i a natural outcome of 
Providence' 82, when the General Assembly, with no dissent 
ing voice, declared it felt the call to the CLC's to be a \ 
World Community. One of the implications of this declaration 
is the responsibility we all have to deepen the quality of 
our presence to one another, and to develop our international 
presence in those st.ructures that are available to us. 

What are these structures? How can this be done? We are 
most fortunate in having. 'one of our members , Thomas Ignatius 
Monahan, who has the experience, and the vision, to tackle 
these questions. 

For many years. Tom has, been our representative - as he 1 

explains in the pages that follow - at the UN Headquarters 
in New York. Endlessly patient, painstakingly thorough and 
selflessly dedicated,Tom has rendered ~,most v?-luable and" 
in many ways, hidden service on the international scene. We 
are most grateful to him, both for his service, and for this 
'enlightening Supplement which should prove to be not only a 
'consciousness-raiser'" but also, a very valuable resource 
book for our members. 

In this issue', we, are also grateful to be able to pub 
lish a contribution from Dr. John Larnaud, Director of the 
International Centre for UNESCO; at Paris. Dr. Larnaud, a 
layman, is also another wi tness to the power and the pre­
sence of the Gospel values on the international level. 

Finally, we have included some information about the 

ICO's, in the hope that this ,may sow some seeds 'fair funther 

collaboration with other ICO's. ­

PROGRESSIO 
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THE PRESENCE OF CHRISTIANS IN· TIlE 
INTERNATIONAL WORLD 

The world of the second half of the twentieth century, 
the field for evangelisation and the Church's acti,vity,is 
strongly conditioned byt·he traits and the rhythm of inte.!: 
hational life. Never in history, politics, thought, culture, 
economics and sociology has it been so necessary as it is 
now to bear in mind the very close solidari ty which exists 
between all the inhabi tan ts of the globe : here they are 
really involved with one another for better and for worse. 

The great changes brought about by these new dimensions 
occur principally at three differ~nt levels: 

1. 	an ever more uniform type of ci vi li$ation predominates. 
coupled wi th a standardisation of the kind of well-being 
taken to be ideal for all. . 

2. 	 the great contemporary ideological and poli tical currents 
have a chance of succeeding only according to the degree 
in which they are really international. 

3. 	 the importance of international institutions (of diffe.!: 
ent types, some more widely spread than others) continues 
to grow. It is they that-provide the structures for the 
international life which is being formed. 

The unification of the world, which we already see as 
a fact, is not, however, synonymous wi th uni ty. This latter 
can only be achieved on the spiritual plane. It involves 
becoming aware of the unification already achieved in the 
material order and its acceptance on the level of ideas by 
the reason and the will, which alone can transform a blind 
and purely mechilllical solidarity, into a real international 
communi ty. If this conscious element is missing, the general 
spreading of economic and social problems and the discovery 
by nations of their inequality on the level of material 
well-being only lead to new, conflicts. What is lacking for 
world unity is a creative stimulus which gives shape and 
meaning. to every society: commitment to a common task. 
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In his speech to Pax Roman a on April 25 ,'1957 ,Pi~;; 
declared: 

"A c.hfL.L6:tkan c.anno:t fLemain indl66e.fLe.n:t be.60fLe :the eva 
lu:tion 06 :the. wOfLld: i6. undefL:thepfLe6.oufLe 06e. v ett:t.o-; 
he .oee.o a mOfLe and mOfLe c.lo.oe. in:tefLna:tional c.ommuni­
:ty being moulded, he. know.o :tha:t :thi.o uniMc.alion, w,an:! 
ed by :the. CfLe.a:tofL, .mu.6,t aim a:t :the. u.nlon 06 .6pifLi:t.6 
and heafL:tf.i in :the. .oame. 6ai:th and :the. .6ame love..No:t 
only c.an he bu:t he. mU.6:t wOfLk 60fL :the.c.oming 06 :thi.o 
c.ommuni:ty which i6 6:till in :the. pfLOce.66 06 6dfLma:tion, 
be.cau.6e :the. e.~ample. alid the.. command of :the divine. 
Ma.o:te.fL con6:ti:tu:te.' 6011. Urn btCOmpafLable ligh:t and 

'.o:tfLe.ng:th. All men afLe. hi6 bfLO:the.fL6, J:1.0:t j U.6:t in VifL­
:tue. o6:the.ifL uni:ty 06 OfLigin. and :theifL pafL:ticipa.:tion 
'in :the 6a.me. na:tufLe., bu:t a.l.oo in a. mOfLe PfM?;~,.6..{.ng wa.y 
:thJto ugh :theifL comma nVo c.a:tio n :to :the. 6 upe.fLna.:tufLa.l 
li6e".r 

The. international presence of catholics can be looked 
at in two ways: 

- either. that of cifically catholic organizations, which 
try to discover the international dimension of problems 
affecting thei r apostolate and action, or to act accord­
ingly; 

or that of the presence of catho'lics 'in non-catholic in­
ternationa.l ins ti tutions , governmental orprivate, through 
which is already being moulded the future world communi ty 
that Pi us XII called them to aspire for. This presence 
can be exercised either by catholics as individuals OF 

corporatively through the international catholic 
tions properly so called. 

Since the end of the Second World War the Holy See has 
not ceased to support the setting up of organizations apt 
to fulfill the obligations of catholics in the new life of 
a world which is so strongly internationalised, and above 
all the different International Catholic Organizations and 
the Conference of the I.C.O. 's which unites most of these 
organizations .. 

The meaning of and the need for the collaboration 
catholics in the work of international organizations, 
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they official, governmental, pri"ate or of a< neutr'al char­
acter, have often been recalded by the various popes: 

lilt L6 thelte that you wLtl be able to mak.e YoU,Jr.l.:>elvel.:> 
pltOmoteM 06 a peace which c.on60lttM to c.hlUl.:>tian pltin­
c.iplel.:>, whic.h I.:> ultmountl.:> naltltow-mindedne.l.:>l.:> , tltiumphl.:> 
oveJt celttainnationalil.:>tic. pOl.:>itionl.:> which alte tholt­
oughly impltegnated with Itanc.oult. jealo~y and pJtide. 
Tlty, thelte60Jte, Ul.:>ing all the meaYl.l.:> at yoult dil.:>pol.:>al, 
to cilteate among the nationl.:> a. climate 06 tltl.L6t and 
undeltl.:> tanding , to o Itg a nil.:> e theilt collaboltation on a 
bal.:>il.:> 06 6ltate.ltnity and mutual I.:>eltvic.e." 
(Pius XII to the International Federation of Ca.tholic 
Men, 1956). 

But the wishes of the SUDreme Pontiff are not limited 
to general recommendations. In-his speech to the Second World 
Congress for the Apostolate of the Laity (October 5, 1957), 
Pius XII declared: 

"T 0 c.on c.lude, We. gi v e yo u two dilte.c.ti vel.:>: 6iltl.:> t·, to 
c.ollaboltate with neutltal and non-catholic. movementl.:> 
and oltganizationl.:>, i6 and to the extent that, by 1.:>0 
doing, you I.:>eltve the c.ommon good and God'l.:> c.aUl.:>e. -In 
the I.:> e.c.ond plac.e,. palttic.ipate molte in inteltnational 
oltganization.6 . " 

This line of action ha,s undoubtedly shown its worth in 
practice, and we 'can congratulate .ourselves on the results 
obtained. It has not only indicated the firmwill of catholics 
to oppose initiatives or declarations which are in conflict 
with the requirements of christian doctrine ornatural moral 
ity .. Catholics hav~ actively given witness to the desi.re of 
christians to bring to the world which is being fashioned 
their fraternal, loyal and effective collaboration. 

But this catholic presence in organized international 
life can be achieved in 'di;ffe..rent ways. First; of all in an 
organized form, that of the LCD's. Secondly, inanindivi­
dual way, through the collaboration of individuals. and 
through the personal responsibi li ty of catholics in the work 
of international institutions. 
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Organised Presence 

The United Nations Charter .introduced a new formula 
into the international world, ,in article 71 : that of. con­
sultative status, which is op,en to the large "private" or­
ganizations caned "non-governmental organizations" (NGO). 
More than twenty ICO's have obtained this consul tati ve 
status with the Economic and Social Council of the United 
Nations Organization, as well as with its specialised agen 
cies: UNESCO (education), FAO (food and agriculture), WHO 
(health), etc. The exercise of consultative :status, which 

, is laden with demands and difficulties, has, on the whole, 
produced (1,ood results and has made it possible for the 
"consultative" ICO's to acquire real competence in interna 
tional life, and, in the most success ful cases, to exert 
real authority there. 

To facili tate this work, catholic Centres of information 
and liaison have been created at Geneva (in connection wi th 
the European Centre of the United Nations), Paris (in con­

'nection with UNESCO), New York (in connection with the 
Uni ted Nations Organization) and Vienna, in cennection with 
the various international set-ups which have thei r headquar 
ters there. 'These Centres are in contact with the offici 
Observers of the Holy See appointed to government insti tu­
tions. These latter find in the Centres excellent resources 
for information and documentation. 

Indi vi'duaT Presence 

In addition to the presence of the Holy See'through its 
Dbservers, and the organized presence of catholics in some 
sort 'of institutional way through their recognized interna 
tional organizations, there is an altogether different kina 
of collaboration of christians in international life. It is 
that supplied by individuals through thei r own professional 
work under their own responsibility. 

This, in its turn, takes very different forms. 'fhe<re 
are 5nternationaJ. officials working in the secretariates of 
intergovernmental institutions; there are "experts H of every 
kind and speciality whom these same insti tutions call on for 
specialised rvices, in most cases in their programmes for 
developing countries. < , < 
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On oth'er oc.casions, catholics take an acti vepart in 
the non-governmental international organizations of a neutral 
charac,ter,. and there are quite a few who have positions of 
responsibility at the very centre of ,such organizations. 
That is one way of making christian thought shine through 
in the contempo'rary world. 

~ -----------------­

The World Federation· of Christian Life Communities 
(WFCLC) has consul tati ve status at the United Nations. This 
status gives, amongst other things, the right to send del~ 
gates to meetings, to intervene in debates, to propose re­
solutions, to present reports, and so on. 

But your delegates will be able to represent you ef­
fectively only if they are supported by efforts at the 
local level, and'if members of the Federation show interest 
in this level of presence and make it a dimension of their 
aspirations, their undertakings. and supply their sugges­
tions. We ·must. infaat, care more andmore about a positive 
presence and an effective technique with regard to these 
ins ti tutions; absenteeism in this sphere would be dis as trous. 
The teaching of the popes of these last years has always 
encouraged us to be present in the organizations which try 
to build a be~tter world for humanity, on the obvious condi 
tion that these organi zati,ons respect "the precepts ot 
natural law in theory .and practice. Catholics will try to 
keep them on the right path and to playa 'beneficial role 
through their active presence, which the divine Master com- ,
pares to that of. sal t and leaven". 

We must persuade ourselves that we really do have a 
mission in this sphere, because "catholics are, in the first 
place, extraordinarily well suited to collaborate in the 
creation of an atmosphere without which a common interna­
tional action cannot be consistent and develop". 

It is in this, spirit that christians must make their 
vi tal and competent contribution to the building up of the 
world and inspire others by the witness of their lives. 

Jea.n LARNAUV 
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THE CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMUNITIES 

AND THE UNITED NATIONS 


THOMAS 1. MONAHAN 





"The whole c.ltea:t,[ol1 1..6 eageltly wa1.:t1.l1g 60lt God 

:to lte0eal h1..6 .6on.6. I:t wa.6 no:t 60lt anlf 6aul:t 011 

:thepalt:t 06 c.ltea:t1.on :tha:t' 1.:t wa.o made unable ;to 

a:t:ta1.n- 1.:t.6 pultp0.6e, 1.:t wa.6 made.6o by God; bu:t 

Me a:t1.o 11 .6 :t1.ll It e:tai..l1.6 :th e hope 0'6 be1.rtg 6ae e:d , 

l1.k.e u.6, ,oltom 1.:t.6 .6lavelty:to dec.adenc.e,,:to el1joy 

:the .6ame 6lteedom and glolty a.6 :the c.hJ..ldJt.el1 06 God. 

Fltom :the beg1.nning :t1.ll 110W :the e~:t1.lte "c.ltea:t1.ol1, 

a.6 we Iznow, ha.6 been gltoal11.ng1.n one gltea:t ac.:t06 

g1.ving b1.lt:th.; and 110:t ol1ly c.ltea:t1.o n, bu:t all 00 
U.6 who pOMeM :the 6J..lt.6:t-oltu1.:t.6 00 :theSp,tfL1.:t, we 

:too gltoal1 1.nwaltdly a.6 we wa1.:t 00ltou.lt bod1.e.6 :to 

'be .6e:t 6ltee." (Roman R:19-23, JB). 
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In 1975 the Christian Life Communities were granted 
consultative status (roster) by the United Nations Economic 
and Social Council (EC9S0C). a privilege which grants us 
the right to make interventions during meetings ,of that 
Body, to 'collaborate with Council and United Nations 
Secreta'riatpersonnel in areas in which' we have expertise. 
We are also given the opportunity to bring the work of the 
United Nations before our membership, to encourage them t'O 
work at the fie ld level to promote peace and jus tice. At i. 
later time CLC was granted official Non:-Government Organiza­
tion (NGO) 'status wi th the United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF). CLC's consultative status with ECOSOC has some 
bearing, but it does not follow that we have official status 
with other UN organs such as UNESCO, ILO, FAO, WHO, UNCTAD, 
which are semi-autonomous acti vi ties. (Developing close 
relations with these groups would be most desirable as we 
pursue the specifics of our CLC World Vision/Mission) • 

· The purpose of this paper is to outline insome detail 
the presence of CLC at the United Nations as of summer 1984: 

a. 	 the nature of our con~ul tative status with ECOSOC, the 
responsibilities which we have assumed, and the oppor 
tunities afforded us by our association with the inter 
national community; 

b. 	 some details on the structure of the United Nations 
and its various programs; 

c. 	 some'considerations of Ignatian and CLC spirituality 
which underlie our presence at the United Nations, as 
we move to greater participation in the organization's 
work. Additionally, some reflections on how CLCcan 
employ the. on-going research and analysis, conclusions 
and recommendations, plans of action of the United. 
Nations in the continuing updating and elaborating of 
our CLC world vision/mission. 

I will, conclude with some personal observations, based 
on my involvement at the United Nations over the past six 
years. 
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We are living in critical times. We are faced with the 
alternatives of destroying ourselves in anuclear holocaust 
or advancing to anew. anthropological stage, to a new stage 
in evolution. We must identify wi thth,e new age in which we 
Ii ve., to see the signs of the times, ,to resonate with the 
problems of contemporary men and women. The Second Vatican 
Council called us . tba profound conversion \ of hear·t, to 

. aggiornamento. 

Speaking to the need foi,conversi'onof heart, Fr.Wi1liam 
Johnston, SJ, quotes two "prophets of our century"(1). The 
first is the scientist, Albert Einstein, . 

. Fr. Johnston's second prophet is Pope Paul VI" address 
ing the General Assembly of the United Natioris in 1965.- ­

"We mu~.t neveJr. Jr.elax ouJr. e660Jr..t~ .to aJr.OMe in .the 
people 06 .the WiHld, and e~peeiat:ey in goveJr.nmeYt.t~; 
art awaJr.erte~~ 06 .the unpJr.eeeden.ted dLt. a~ .teJr. whieh .they 
aJr.e ab~ 0lu.tely eeJr..tain .toDJr.ing upon.th em~ elv e~ unle~ ~ 

,.theJr.e i~ a 6ltndamen.tal ehangein theiJr. a.til.tude .towaJr.d~ 
one. ano.theJr.·a~well a~ in.theiJr. eoneep.t 06 .the 6u.tuJr.e. 
The unlea~hed. poweJr. 06 .the a.tom ha~ ehanged eveJr.y.thing 
exeep~ ouJr. way 06 .thinking». 

"Th e h 0 UJr. ha~ ~ .tJr.uek 60Jr. ouJr. eo nveJr.~ io n, 6oJr. peJr.~ 0nal 
.tJr.an~6£Jr.ma.tion, 60Jr.in.teJr.ioJr.Jr.enewal. We mM.tge.tMed 
.to .thinking 06 man in a new way j and in a new way 06 
man'~ li6e .{n e.ommon;wi.th a 'new manneJr. .too 06 eon­
eeiving .the pa.th~ 0 6 hi~.toJr.y and .the du.tiny (J 6 .the 
wOJr.ld,aeeoJr.d-i.ng .:;to .the wOJr.d~ 06 s:t. Paul : 'Yo.u mM.t , 
be elo.thedin.the neW .t.elL whieh i.t. eJr.ea.ted in God'i 
image, ju.t..ti6-i.ed and .t.aneuMed .thJr.ough .the .tJr.u.th' 
'EpheJ.,ian~ 4: 23 J. The houJr. ha~ ~.tJr.uek 60Jr. a hal.t, a 
momen:t 06 Jr.eeollee.tion, 06 Jr.e61ee.tiort, almo~.t 06 
pJr.ayeJr.. A momen.t.to .think anew 06 0uJr. eommo n oJr.igin, 
ouJr. hi~ .tOJr.y , 0UJr. eommo n de~ .tiny. Today a~; n({ue.Jr. 
be60Jr.e, in ouJr. eJr.a .t.omaJr.ked by human pJr.ogJr.e~.t., .theJr.e 
L6 a need60Jr. an .appeal .to.the mOJr.al eOMeienee 06 
:man. /I 

\ 
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Humanity's future'is·a concern of Fr. Karl Ranner, 
in his paper, !!Planning the Church. of the Fu,ture'" (2) . 

! . 

"H uman-t:ty' -6 6utulte, in. ealt.i.ielt time-6, wa-6 .lte.i.ati ve.i.y 
un.p.i.an.n.ed. Con.celtn. wa-6n.ot oOlt p.i.an.ning. the 6utulte: 
but .i.ivin.g the plte-6en.t. That i-6 not the eMetoday . 
human.ity i,.-6 p.i.an.ning it-6 6utulte. Natulte i-6 no .i.o n.g elt 
taken 601tgltan.ted but i-6 . viewed M mateJtia.i. 601t bui.i.d 
in.g a -6 phelte 06 exi-6 tence. 
Thi-6 g.i.oba.i. p.i.an.l1ing 601t the6utulte i-6 jU-6t beginning. 
It ha-6 it-6 .i.imit-6 (even. a univeMa.i. c('lmputelt .cannot 
601t-6 ee aU pou ib.i.e co nting encie-6) and i-6 6ltaught with 
dangelt: ovelt-popu.i.ation. andit-6 a6telt-e66ect-6. atomic 
annihi.i.atio n, de-6 :tltuctio 11. 06 n.atulta.i. lte-6 0ultce-6 • p-6 ychic 
-6tlteu. And 6a.i..i.in.g back. into a n.aive, unlteMective 
min.d--6et i6 melte nQ-6ta.i.gic utopian.i-6m. We mU-6t-6taltt 
noW to 6ind a p.i.an 601t newell. an.d bettelt -6tltuetulte-6 
601t -6ociety. The United Nittion.-6 i-6 on..i.y a b.egin.n.in.g in 
the ·n.eceualty ta-6k.06 -6hitpin.g a g.i.oba.i. po.i.itiea.i. -6tltat 
egy. Bio.i.ogiea.i. en.gineeJtin.g i-6 velty much with U-6-: 
Pelthap-6 it ean.n.ot be pell.6ected in pltactiee an.d i-6 
n.ot ethica..i..i.y jU-6-ti6iab.i.e but it can. n.o .i.ongelt jU-6t 
be ign.olted! Humanity'.1.l bio.i.ogiea.i. exil.lten.c.e wi.i..i. be 
gui{ied -6omehow --an.d n.ot I.limp.i.y thltough popu.i.a.tion.· 
eon.tlto.i.. 'An.d, I.l ulte.i.y, a chulteh in. the 6iltl.lt -6tagel.l 
06 beeom:<-n.g in. 6aet wOlt.i.d-ehultehmu-6tbe ac.tive.i.y 
in.vo.i.ved in thil.l p.i.arin.ing 06 humanity' -6 6utulte". 
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I.' A LEGITIMATE QUEST'ION' 


. Wl1y should parti;cipation in the United Nations be' a 
concern for CLC? We, are a religious organization, but we 
are also concerned for the spiritual well-being of all 
pe.ople, which must also include their moral, cultural, 
economic and poli tical rights. We can explore this question' 
on several levels. 

The Turning Point : Fri tj of Capra, in his book, "The 
Turning Point," (3) sees a mass i ve shift in the perception 
of reality as underway, that thinkers in many disciplines 
are moving away from the traditional reductionist, mecha­
nical world view developed by Descartes and others to an 
ecological, holistic systems paradigm, including a search 
for meaning and the spiritual. dimension of life. Arthur 
Fabel (4}observes that an increasing number of philosophers 
and scientists are coming to the conclusion that neither 
the physical universe nor human civilization can be ade­
quately described in materialistic terms. Instead, many 
wri ters and thinkers are developing unifying perspectives 
that take living organisms, not machines as the model for 
the complex inter-relationships. observable in nature and 
society and, significantly, for their future evolution. 
For us in CLC, the pedagogy of the Spi ri tual Exercises looks 
to freedom from inordina~e attachments to the rigorous and 
mechanistic paradigms. of yesteryear. 

GLC Spi rituali ty: Ours is an incarnational spi ri tualJ ty 
to be situated in the world. Our spirituality is Ignatian: 
"The more universal, the more grace-filled". In 1953 the 
World Federation of Sodalities was formed to give us a 
corporate presence in the international community. As a 
world community at the service of one world, our involvement 
at the Uni ted Nations allows. us to be at the cutting edge as 
the emergingworld community unfolds. We have the opportunity 

CLC Hist0;Y: Participation in UN programs is natural 

to bring our global spirituality to the buildinK of a new 
society. 

'. 
, a 

outlet to realLze the conclusions of our CLC General As­
semb lies: Augsburg' 73, Manil a ' 76, Rome' 79, Provi dence ' 82. 
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The AUgsbufgAssembly':s deliberations were 

three leve Is: 


a. 	 the liberation of the human person, and' theSpi ri tuai 
Exercises as a means to it: 

b. 	 CLC as an instrument for personal and communal libera 
tion; , 	 ' ­

c. 	 liberation of all people: our common objecti ve ~ 

In terms of service to the Church and to the world, 
that Assembly called on us to: 

a. 	 recognize more keenly that commitment to justice and 
liberation form part of the witness of our faith, and 
are a response to the most tragic cry that runs through 
humani ty today; 

b. 	 recognize that liberation cannot be confined to just 
one seCtor, be it social, economic, political Or spi! 
i tual, but that our. action and our collaboration must 
look tothe totality of the hllman person, tohis dignity 
and his power to exercise his responsibilities, so that 
he can open himself 'to the liberating force of God ',s. 
~~~" 	 ' .. 

c. 	 be aware that our acti vi ty in this field must b'e the 
expression of our way of life .. and that it is therefore 
very inUmately linked with the process of liberation 
which is the Exercises; 

,d. 	 show that we take our apostolic orientation seriouSly, 
by opting for activi ty wi th the very poor, and calling 
our own lifestyle into question; 

e. 	 have a special concern for Christian uriity, dialogue 
wi th non-Christians, and participation' in- ecumenical 
efforts. . 

Hanila' 76 developed and accepted this orientation: 

"The. CLC~ alte. aWalte. :that :the.y have. Ite.d,[~ cove.Jte.d :the.,[1t 
-4 pe.c,[fi,[c na.:tulte.bt :the. pa:th 06 :the. Sp,[It'[:tua.eEx.e.JtcL~ e.~ . 
Th'[~ :they nowcon6,[ltm. The.y confi,[lim, :too, ·:the. olt,[e.n:ta 
:t,[on take.n b.y Aug4bultg-in 6avolt 06 a comm,[tme.n:t:to the 
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Ubelta.t'£on 06 the. whote.man and ofi att me.n. Butthe. 
continuat-Lon ofi thi-6 dilte.ction. i-6 now matche.d by the. 
ve.ltlJ wide.-6plte.ad option 06 a plte.fiMence. 60lt the. poolt,an 

"opt-Lon that mU-6t explte.u it-6 et6 in a concltete in-6 e.lt­

~ion and a -6e.ltvicewith ~nd fiolt the pOOlt". 


This general di recti ve was made more speci fie by the 
following major points of emphasis, concerning our service: 

a. 	 a clear opt:i:on' "in favor of die poor" in our Ii and 
in our apostolate; 

b. 	 this option is shown by a commitment' to jus ti ce " and by 
a service of, and identification with, the poor, espe 
,dally 	by working. for the est'ablishment of CLCs among 
the poorer ciasses; , 

c. 	 a discernment needs to be done at national levels to 
recognize priori t,ies in the area of justice j then to 

,ma,ke 	 thededsions needed and to integrateour efforts 
in an overall pastoral approach. Insisted upon is 'col 
laboration wi thother organisms and communities, as 
well as our relationships with the bishops; 

.' , . 

d. 	 ,the que~tionCi£ dis'<::ernmentat the international level,' 
is also raised. Might thi.snot' be the moment~ 'it ' is 
asked, to arrive at a priority (the, example given is' 

, world hunger)? A de legation makes the proposal that the 
Executive Council, after consulting with member fede..;. 
rations, carry out a discernment with 'respect to in­
sistence on witness in our personal life by (i). a quality 
of life that expresses the dignity of the human person. 
integrating the Gospel andthe spi t of the Exercises; 
(ii) simplici ty in our lifestyle and a continuing chal 
lenge of it;' ­

e. 	 ·a strong stress on considering attenti vely and assisting 
in the creation of and leadership in Chris tian com..., 

'munities • Underlined is the reference of Paul VI. to 
the role of small communities in his letter on Evangel 
ization. Members can render the best service in this 
domain by. working wi th the poor in such groups; 

f. 	 efforts so that the Church may have a credible im" e 
,among the poor and among all people; 

g. 	 the support of the World Federation is requested for 
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actions of national CLC federations that have 
carefully discerned. There is a desire that theWoTld 
Federation make itself heard among th,e hierarchy, and 
that it take positions where necessary in the public 
forum, especially as a non-governmental organization 
represen ted at the United Nations. 

At Rome f 79 Fr. Campbe 11-Johns ton, S. J ., pU,t 
"libe,ation" as a strate~y for the development of peoples • 

. onewhich calls for conscentization, awakening of the poor, 
thei r education for progress; action fOT and by the people. 

Conference of International Catholic Organi zations; As· 
a member of. the Conference of International Catholic Orga­
nizations (ICOs) we in CLCare called to participate in i~ 
ternational life. In his message to their 1977 General As­
sembly. Pope Paul VI described the· ICOs as having a voca­
tion which is not only Catholic but rnational: 

"ContempoJtaJty man i.6beeoming mOJte and mOJte awaJte that 
he wilt not .6Olve the pJtoblem.6 06 hi.6 time and that 
he wLU not eon.6tJtuet anything la.6ting i6 he doe.6 not 
gob eyo nd th e naJtJtow eiJtele 06 natio nali.6 m, i 6 he do e.6 
not aim ata eOY/..6i.6tent inteJtnational .6 olidaJtittj. The 
ChuJtehi.6 paJttieulaJtly .6eYl..6itive to thii. dimen.6ion; 
.6h.e li.6 awaJte that .6he bJting.6 the w.OILld a .6peei6ie eon 
li:ept 06 man, a eoneept Jtooted in the univeJt.6ality 01 
huma'n natuJte and enlightened by divine Revelation. 
Thi.6 i.6 the Jtea.60n 60JtheJt teaehing on the human 6a­
mily and 6OIL h eJt pJte.6 enee amo ng inteJtnatio na~;y.!Jltga.Yl,i 

. zation.6, in whieh .6 he i.6 happy to .6 ee maYLI/t·o 6 h eli. 
.6 on.6 and daughteJt.6 a.t woJtk". . 

On the occasion of the prayer meeting with' ICOs at 
UNESCO headquarters in June 1980, Pop~ John Pa~l II gave a 
homily in which he expressed the interest of the .Holy See 
in the life of international organizations; 

"In thi.6peJt.6peeU've f would like .to exPJte.6.6 my ap­
pJteeiation andmy eneouJtagement 60Jt all tho.6 e Catholie.6 
who aMume the-iJt pJtopeJt Jte.6pon.6ibilitie.6 in inteJtna­
tional li6e, whetheJt~ like many 06 you heJte, at the 
.6eJtviee 06 UNESCO, whetheJt; in a .6peeial way, in the 

20 ­

http:eOY/..6i


1ntell.natIonal CatholIc Oll.ganLzdUolt.6_whIch have undell. 

.6,tood what an.ImpOll.tant Il.ole theyhave to play 'In thE&" 

do~aIn. ' 


"ActuaU;y, whethell. It 1.6 a qucdUon 06 the .6tudy 06 

gll.eat Intell.na.tIonal pll.oblem.6 ,Oil. ,06 the .6eYl..6ItIzIng 

and 601l.matIon 06 public opInIon In theI\ Il.egall.d,· an 

.ill.ll.eplaceable eontll.IbutIonI.6 made by the Intell.natIonal 

CatholIeOll.ganIzatIoM by vIll.tue 06 theIIl. .6tatu.6 0...6 

non-govell.nmental oll.ganIzat.ion.6, 0...6 1-.6 al.6o c:lone by the 

Con6ell.enee Centell..6 06-the ICO.6.
, 

, 	 , 

"In no way do I undell.e.6tImate the need 601l. .technIeal 

eompetenee In appll.oaehIng the.6 e rielIeate and complex 

pll.oblem.6 whIeh all.e ll.aI.6edonthe Intell.natIontillevel. 

But youll. own eontll.IbutIon .6hould eOn.6I.6t In ,abnay.6 

endeavoull.Ing to a,6.&ell.tat the hea..ll.t 06the.6e pll.oblem.6, 

whIeh a66eet the de.6tIny 06 IndIvIduaa and whole 

peo ple.6, a ll.eUgIo u.6 and ethIeal dIm eni> 10 n whieh iJ.6 

an e.6.6entIaleomponent 06 human ll.eaUty. No .601utIon 

1.6 pouIble on, the polItIcal, economIC. Oil. teehnIeal 

level - 0...6 neee.6.6all.y 0...6 the.6e may be - whIch doe.6 not 

ll.e.6 pect and dll.aw In.6 pIIl.a..tIo n 61l.0m the.6 e value.6. AI ay 

1l.e..6 peet and tolell.ance, the wIlling ne.&.6 601l. a ,tIl.U.6 tIng 

collaboll.atIon and dIalogue, nevell. be an eXCM e 601l. 

dI.6guI~Ing Oil. mInimIzIng 'youll. own unIque contJtIbutIoM 


'0...6 	 wItne.6.6e.6 ,to the tll.uth 06 Chll.i.6t. who, In HI.6 OWn 
peMon, ll.eveal.6 the tll.uth aIJd dignIty 06 man. 

"The contll.IlJutIon you, make 'wIll be all the moll.e 

e66ectIve to the ex.tentthat It 1.6 60...6 ed on the 

expell.Iene'e.6 andll.e61ectIon.6 whIch come to you61l.0m 

the membell..6 06 YOUIl. oll.ganizatIon.6 and movement.6 ,in 

dI66ell.ent place.6, countll.Ie.6 and eontInent.6. ThI.6 1.6 

a vell./j Impo-!ttant a.6pect 06 the ICOi. On aceount 06 

theIIl. .6tll.uctull.e andth e geo gJtaph.icat dIv ell..6 Ity 06 

theIIl. membell..6hip. they in.&tinctIvely know how to go 

beyond the lImIted vIew 06 one countll.y bit even' a 

Il.egio n, whIle at the .6ame tIme avoIding the ell.ll.olt 06 

thInkIng that an appll.oaeh to Intell.natI(Jnal pll.oblem.6 

1.6 lImIted to an elIte 06 the "powell. people" oJt 1.6 
the pll.IvIleged domaIn 06 .&pecIalI.6t.&. Thll.ough the ex. 
tent 06 theill. pll.e.6enee In .60 many dI66ell.ent eultUltei' 
and countll.Ie.6, thltough theilt numell.ou.6 channfLl.6 06 
communicatIon onthe loeal and natIonallevel.6, thltough 
the'ilt actIve unIon wIth the Chultch oli tho.6e level.6 
whelte Intell.naUonal coopeltatIon 1.6 takIng plaee., the 
InteltnatIonal CatholIc OltganIza;Uon.6 all.e gIvIng and 
mMt contInue to gIve, even mOll.e, a wItne.6.6 and an 
Impoll.tant wItneu to the buLtdIng 06 the cIty 06 man 
and the KIngdom 06 God". ' _ 21 
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Pope John Paul returnedi -to this theme ,in hism~ssage 
to the 1983 General Assembly of the Conference oflCOs. 

n Itmul.l.t be: made: c.le:alt .6.titaightaway: thil.lphe:n.om 
e:l1on 06 the: de:velopment' 06inte:itnat{onal ' life:c.oula 
be: lnda'nge:Jto6 de:ge:l1eltlition ,and I.ltag!natLoYl:i6 it we:lte: 
to be: limite:d to 'Jte:laA:iOMbe::t:we:e:ngove:ltnme:nt.6. SLili.h 
Ite.iatio nl.l alte: nee ce.MaJty but ;{. nl.l u6Mc.:<.e. nt. An inte:Jti'lli 
tiona.l li6e: woJtthy o6the:riame: ne:e:dl.l tQlte:Mec.taYia 
e.X.plte.M the. de.moc.Jiatlc. pair.tiC:ipa,t:(,on, on .the. wide.J.>.t 
pOI.lI.l;[ble.l.lc.ate.,06 both '[rtdividuall.l and na;Uonl.l. 1.t 
amo llYitl.lth Me 6olte.to ,c.o Leab aJiati arinot} ul.l t on the. paltt 
06 the. poLLtic.aI60ltc.e.1.l in the. J.;t!.d,a;!. se.n<Se.'06 the. 
woltd, but'aL!,o (J n th e. paJt.to6 ,th e. • ihte.lie.c..tualand 
popu11i!t60Jtc.e.-6, the. c.iJ,ltultal and Jie.iigloUJ., 60ltc.e.I.l, 
e.tc.."whotoge.the.1t we.ave. ,the.6abltic. 06'day-to-day e.x. 
il.lte.nc.e. lind 06 whic.h ,we. all ha ve. ne.e.d. ' 

"Il1v),e.w06 the.I.le.Jiioul.l pltob,te.ml.lhanging ove.Jt the. 6u 
tUite., 06mart/tlnd,any appltoaeh limiting it:6e.16 I.lbnplY 

, to'te.c.hno c.itatic.' pita ceu e.t, Ditto Iteducti ve. ide.cilo 9 ie.-fl, 
wo uidl.lholtt- c.~J(.c.uitth e. I.l, e.altc.h '60ft plta.c.t-Lc.al ~ alutLo YlI.l 
whi.c.h' I.l houldhave. the. 'i.nd-<'vidual human b e.ing' al.l 
the.ilt bOc.al point. Tha:t-<-<s. why itil.l a mcitte./to 6glte.at 
uJtge.ncy thtita, ne.w I.ltimulul.lbe. give.n, to the.'c.uRJ.:tultal, 
e.thic.al arid lte.ligiouJ.t 60ltc.e.I.l, whic.h alte. ,e.I.lJ.l,e.Yi:Ucilly 
human value.l.la,ndone.1.l whic.h alte. c.apable. '0 6 mllking POI.l 
-flible. an au:the.n:Uc. and unLte.d appJioac.h to the. pltoble.m:6' 
06 me.n and 06 nation}" in oult age., and thuh anadvanc.e. 

"along the. Itoad 06 tltue. human PJ(.ogltul.l ... 

II(The.Chultc.h'~)voc.ation il.l c.e.lttainly notto.6e..ek,pow 
e.1t, nair. to de.6e.nd politic.al, e.c.onomic. Olt militalty ii 
telte.l.ltl.l. It)., voc.ation il.l to I.l e.ltve. man by pJioc.laiming 
the. Jte.dimptive. and libe.ltating me.Mage. 06 the. GOl.lpe.l, 

-and the. anthltopology ~hic.h de.iti0e.1.l 6ltom it, ove.1t and 
, be.yond all mate.ltialil.lm ... 

"k 6e.w pltac.tic.al gu{de.lin'e.h wilt, I hope., he.lp to add 
6ultthe.1t r,i;e.ight to the. -ve.lty impolttant ac.tLvi;(;ie.1.l a 6the. 
ICO).,. The. ICOI.l I.lhouldtake. c.alte. not to woltk in -<-I.lola 
.tion. 06 C.OUltl.le., th'e.y alte. all autonomoul.l.Howe.ve.lt-; 
de.1.l pite. the.ilt 9 e.ne.ltoUl.l e.nde.avoultl.l, the.y c.an a nly pita 
iJide. 601t a 6Jtac.tion 06. the. imme.nI.l e. ne.e.d-fl whic.h have, 
to be. me.t. Molte. c.an be. do ne.toQ.ooJr.d-iJ.nate. "the. rcos' 
pltogltaml.l, oltie.ntationl.l ilnd pltoje.c.tl.l by me.anl.l 06c.ol­
labolt,ation be.twe.e.n the. c.onl.lultoltl.l and 'the. ve.lty valua 
ble.he.lp 06 the. Ce.nte.ltl.l in Palti-fl, Ge.ne.va and Ne.w Yoltk-: 
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The leO!:. would e'eJttainly' bene·{U: gfLeatiy i6eae.h v.;eJt.c:- ' 
'to, il1/;uJte ,;[nae.~oJtdane.e with it!:. owYi.6peu Me. a.x.m!:., 

a high lie gJt'e e o6~xp£:Jtti!:.eamong!:.t i;fA membeJt!:., by 
pJtovid.tnge66ee.t;[ve wa.y!:. 06 tJtaining them in inteJtnE: 
tional line, ,and'looking 60ft way!:.· 06, paJttie.ipating 
theJteitl whLeh a.Jt¢ tJtuly e66ic.ae.iou.6 and' whie.h aJte 
mind6ul 0 n theChuJte.h'.6, mi!:. .6io n vi.6 a. vLo wo!dd PJto 
blem.6". ' ' 



II. 	 THE UNITED NATION'S: ' 

S TR UCTUBE AND P:Ef,OGBAMS 

/ 

. The Uni ted Nations includes the following principal 
organs : General Assembly, Security Council, Economic and 
Social Council, . the Trusteeship Council, the Secretariat, 
and. the International Court of Justice. 

The General Assembly is composed of all 158 United N~ 
tions member states. As new problems arise, the Assembly 
ini tiates acti vi ties to deal with them; ranging from huma­
ni tarian efforts to development programmes, the camp.aigns 
against colonialism and apartheid, the negotiation of trea 
ties and other ;;Lgreements on matters of global concern sucn 
as the seas and outerspace. 

The General Assembly deals with its work t,hrough '.:light 
main committees on which all members are represented. They 
are: 

- First Committee (Disarmament), 

- Special Committee (Political and Security) , 

- Second Committee (Economic and Financial), 

- Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian andCtiltunalj, 

- Fourth Committee (Decolonialization), 

- Fifth Committee (Administrative and Budgetary), 

- Sixth Commi~tee (Legal), 

- General Committee. 


The Security Council has '15 members. The Charter has 
designated five States as permanent members, and the General 
Assembly elects 10 other members for two-year terms. 

The' Securi ty. Council's function may be summarized "to 
maintaj.n international peace and security.: in accordance with 
the purposes and principles of the United Na'tions". 

The Economic and Social Council has 54 members elected 
for tnree-year terms by the General Asse,mbly. 

The Economic and Social Council, under the authority of 
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the Gen~ral Assembly, coordinates the economic and_' social 
work· of .the United Nations ,and the spedali zed agencies .and 
institutions: The Council makes recommendations and initi­
ates activities relating to development., world trade, in­
dus'triali zation, natural resources. human rights, the status 
of .women, population, social werfare, science and tethnol£ 
gy, prevention of crime, andmariy other economic and- social. 
questions. The Economic and.Social Council generally holds 
two month-long sessions each year, meeting in New York and 
Geneva. Throughout the year there are meetings .of the Co~ 
dl's standing' commi ttees, commissions and other subsidiary 
bodies, at headquarters or in other locations. The standing 
commi ttees include those on Housing, Crime Prevent:j.on and 
Control, and Development Planning. The Commission on Trans 
national Corporations is also a. standing. body. 

The functional'commissions include the Population Com 
mission. Commission for Social Development, Commission on 
Human Rights, Commission on the Status of Women, and the 
Commission onNarcotic Drugs. The Commission on Human Rights 
has a sub-Commission onIllicH Drug Traffic. Seve.ral hundred 
non- governmental organizations (NGOs) have consul tati ve 
status with the Council, as described below. 

Also under the Council's authority are the regional 
economic commissions, whose aim is to assis t in theeconoIl].Jc 
and social development of thei r res:necti ve regions and to 
strengthen economic relations of the countries in each 
region, both among themselves and wi th other countries of 
the world. These are the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) , 
based in Addis Ababa; Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), Bangkok; Economic Commission 
for Europe (ECE) , Geneva; . Economic Commission for Latin 
America(ECLA), Santiago; andEt::onomic Commission.foriVestern 
Asia' (ECWA) , Beirut. The regional economic commissions study 
the problems of thei r regions and recommend courses of action 
to member Governments and specialized agencies. In recent 
years the work of the commissions has been exp'anded, and 
they have been' increas ingly involved in carrying out de­
velopment Projects. 

The Trus teeship Cound I has five members. One member, 
the United States. administers the Trust Territory of the 
Pacific Islands. The non-administering members - China, 
France, the Soviet Union and the United Kingdom - are the 
other four permanent members. 
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The Interna,tional Court of 'Justice has:. 15 members •. 
ele,cted by both the General As~embly . ana the Security As,,:, 
semhly and theSecuri ty Council. Judges hold nine-year terms. 

The jurisdiction of the Court covers all questions 
which States refer to it, and all matters provided for' in 
the United Nations Charter or in treaties or conventions in 
force. States may bind themselves in advance to accept the 
jurisdiction of the Court in special cases ei ther by signing 
a treaty or convention which provides for references to the 
Court or by making a special declaration to this effect. 

Uni ted Nations Children I s Fun'd. The United Nations has 
set up various ' organizations for groups ,needing special 
help. Established to meet emergency conditions, these im­
portant humanitarian organs have continued to function on 
a long-term basis. since the early years of the UN., They 
include the Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR)~' the Uni ted Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), 
and the \Jnited Nations Children 1 s Fund, better known as 
UNICEF. CLC has NGO status with UNICEF. 

The principal objecti ve of UNICEF is to help developing 
countries plan, develop and extend low-cost. communi ty­
oriented basic services in such fields, as primary health 
care, nutrition. education, safe water- supply and simple 
technologies which lighten the ,workload of village, women 
and girls. Provision of equipment and supplies represents 
a large part of UNICEF aid. Examples are he~lth center and 
day carece'nter equipment, drugs, diet supplements, well­
drilling rigs, pipes and pumps, seeds, gardening tools, 
and machines and paper for large-scale textbook production. 
Stipends for training local people to staff and adminis'ter 
those services have become an increasingly important form 
of aid. 

SPe'cialized Agencies : The intergovernmental agencies 
are 'separate, autonOl)lous organizations related to the United 
Nations by special agreements. They work wi th the United 
Nations and each other through the coordinating machinery 
of the United Nations Economic and Social Council. 

FouI:teen age.ncies- no, FAO. UNESCO , WHO, WORLD BANK , 
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IDA. HC;, IY.F. ICAQ. UPU, ITU, WMO, IMCO and WIPO ... are 
known as "specialized agencies''', a term used in the United 
Nations Charter. They reporF annually to ECOSOC. 

The IAEA, which was estabfished in 1957 "under the 
aegis 'of the United Nations", reports annually to the Gene 
ral Assembly and, as appropriate: to the Securi tyCnunciI 
and the Economic and Social Council. 

The General.Agreement on Tari ffs and Trade (GATT) is 
a multilateral treaty laying down rules accepted by ,nations 
responsible for most o~ the world's trade. 

I 

A listing of the various speciaJized agencies and their 
abbreviations is given on nage49. 

UNITED NATIONS CENTERS 

The principal United Nations 'centers are located in 
New York, Paris, Geneva, Vienna, Rome and Nairobi. 

a. 	 New York: Genexal Assembly (GA) 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 
Uhi ted Nations' Children 'sFund (UNICEF) 
Departnient of International Economic and 
Social Affairs (DIESA) 
Uni ted Nations. Development Prog:r,am(UNDP) 
United Nations' 'Institute for Training 
and Research (UNITAR) 
Population Commission (ECOSOC) 

. Department of Disarmament Affairs 
Various United Nations conferences and 
preparatorybodie~ 
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b. Paris: 

c. Geneva: 

d. 	 Vienna: 

e. 	 Rome: 

f. 	 Nairobi: 

g. 	 Regional 
Centers: 

Unit,ed Nations Educationiil , Scientific 

and Cult'ural Organization (UNESCO) 


Economic and Social Council. (ECOSOC) 

International Labor Organization (lLO) , 

World Health Organization (WHO) 

United Nations Conference on.Trade and 

development (UNCTAD) 

Disarmament Commission 

Committee, on Disarmament 

ECOSOC Commission' on Human Rights 


Departmeht of Social Development and Hu 

manitarian Affairs, includingprogEams 

on women, youth, aging, disabled 

International Atomic Energy Administra­

tion (IAEA) 

Uni ted Nations Industrial Development Or 

ganization (UNIDO)' ­

Food 	and Agricul turalOrganization (FAO), 


United Nations Environmental Program 

(UNEP) 


ECE, 	 ECLA, ECA, ECWA, ESCAP. 


UNITED NATIONS CALENDAR 

Conferences: 

- Fourth General Conference o.f the United Nations· 
Industrial Development Organization' (UNIDO) ,Vienna, 
2-18 August 1984 

-. International Conferen~e on Assistance to Refugees 
in Africa, Geneva, 9-11 July 1984 
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-: International Confe.rence on Population, Mexico Ci ty, 
6-13 August 1984 .. 

- Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of 
Crime and the· Treatment of Offenders, 1985 

- Third Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty 
on the. Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, Geneva, 
August/September 1985, . 

- United Nations Conference for the Promotion of Inter 
national Cooperation in the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear 
'Energy, 1986- . 

- United Nations Conference on ~ International Code of 
Conduct on the Transfer of Technology, 19840r1985 

- World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achiev~ 
ments of the United Nations Decade for Women, Nairobi, 
1985. 

International Decades and Years: 

1976-1985, United Nations, Decade for Women: Equilli ty, 
Development and Peace 

-	 1980s Industrial Development Decade for Africa 
-	 1981-1990 International DrInking Water Supply and 

Sanitation Decade 
- 1981-1990 Third United Nations Decade 
- 1983-1992 Uni ted Nations Decade of Disabled Persons 
- 1983-1993 Second Decade ror Action to Combat Racism 

and Racial Discrimination 
- 1985 Internation Youth Year: Participation, De 

ve10pment i Peace . ' . .. ­
- 1986 International Year. of Peace 
- 1987 In'ternatiorta1 Year of Shelter for the Home 

less. 

Annual Days and 	Weeks: 

- 8. March 	 International Women·' s Day 
- 21 March 	 International Day for Elimination of 

Racial Disctimination 
- 7 April 	 World Health Day 
- 5 June 	 World Environment Day 
- 16 June 	 International Day of Solidari tywi th 

the Struggling People of South Africa 
-	 26 ,August .Namibia Day 
'" 	 Third Tuesday 

of September International Day of .Peace 
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.-First J.~On9.ay 
of October 

- 16 October 
- 24 October 
- 24-30 October 
- 29 Novembe r 

- 10 December 

Universal Children's Day 
World FO'ad Day . 
United Nations Day 
Disarmament Week 
International Day of Solidari ty ~ith 
the Palestinian People 
Human Rights Day. 

ECOSOC: CO'NSULTATIVE STATUS 

Organizations requesting consultative relationship 
"shall be concerned wi th matters falling wi thin the compe­
tence of the Economic and Social Council with respect to 
international economic, social, cultural, educational. 
hel:Hth, scienti c, technological and related matters and 
to questions of human rights". 

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) (of which WFCLC 
is one) may be experts or generalists. According to ECOSOC 
resolution 1296 (XLIV) on Consultative Agreements, they are: 

"FolL :the pull.Po.oe 06 ena.bi,[ng :the Counc.,[i oll. one 06 Lt.o 
bod,[e.o :to .oec.ulLe expell.:t '[1'l60ll.ma.:t,[on oll. a.dv,[c.e ··61L0m 
oll.ga.n,[za.:t,[on.o ha.v,[ng.o pec.,[a.i c.ompe:tenc.e,[n. :the.o ubjee:t.o 
60ll. wh,[c.h c.on1l ui:ta.:t,[ve .6:ta.:tU.6.'[.6 a.ll.lLa.nged,a.rid, on 
:the o:thelL ha.nd, :to ena.bie olLga.n,[za.:t,[on.l:> wh,[c.h lLeplLe­
.6en:t '[mpolL:ta.n:t eiemen:t.o 06 pubUc. op,[n,[on ,[1'1. a. ia.Jtge 
numbelL 06 C.OUI1:tIL,[el:> :to explLeu .the,[1L viewl:>. ThelLe6olLe, 
:the a.ll.lLa.ngemen.:t.o 601L c.on.oui:ta.:t,[on .6houid ,[nvoive n.o:t 
on.iy :the .oubjec:tl:> OOIL wh,[c.h :tha.:t oll.ga.n,[za.:tion. ha.l:> a. 
I:>pec.,[a.i c.ompe:tence oIL ,[1'1. wh,[c.h ,[;(; ha..o a. .0 pecia.i '[1'1.­
:telLe.o:t. The oll.ga.n.,[Za.:tiOM g:tven c.on.o ui:ta.:t'[ve .o:t·a.:tU.6 
I:>hould be iim,[:ted :to :tho.o e whol:> e in:tell.n.a.:t,[on.a.t a.c.­
:t'[v'[:tie.o ..• qua.i,[oy :them :to ma.ke a. .o,[gn.,[6,[c.a.n.:t c.on.­
:t1L'[bu:tion :to :the wOlLk 06 :the Coun.cii". . 
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Thus, NGO input into the work of ECOSOCmaybe ,at one 
or more levels: (aJ pol'icy formulation orprogram development 
by the United Nations; (b) decision making by the United 
Nations; (c) implementation of. 'United N,ations programs Clt 
national and regional l(;'lvels; (d) 'evaluation of United Na­
tions programs. 

I 

Organizations in consultative status fall into one ·of 
. three categories: 

"0 Jtgan-iza.t-io nl.> wh-ieh aJte eo nee.Jtne.d w-ith mOl.> t 06 th e. 
aet-iv-it-ie.1.> 06- the CouneLe and ean demonl.>tJtate to the. 
l.>at-i1.>6aet-Lon 06 the. CouncLe that they have. maJti<.ed and 
I.> ul.>tabte.deontJti.but-ionl.> to make. to the.aeh-ie.ve.me.nt 
06 the. obje.et-ive.1.> 06 the Un-ite.d Nat-ionl.> -in the Me.tdJ.. 
4e.t· out •.. above., and aJte etol.>ety -invotve.d w-ith the. 

. e.eonom-ie and I.>()e-iat t-i6e. 06 the. pe.opte 06 the. aJte.M 
the.y Jte.pJtel.> el1t and whol.> e. memb e.Jt1.> h-ip, wh-ieh I.> ho utd be. 
eo nl.> -ide.Jtabte, -il.> bJtoadty JtepJtel.> fLntatLve 06 maj 0 Jt I.> e.s. 
me.ntl.> 06 poputat-ion -in a taJtge numbeJt 06 eountuel.> 
(to be ,known al.> oJtgan-Lzat-ionl.> -in gene.Jtal eon:6 uttatlve. 
I.>tatUf.>, eate.goJty 1); OJtgan-i''l-at-ionl.> wh-ieh have. a I.> pe­
e-iaL eompe.te.nee. -in, and Me. eo neeJtne.d I.> pe.e-i Meatty 
w-ith, onty a 6ew 06 :th.e. Me.tdJ.. 06 aet-iv-ity ddveJted 
by the. Counc-it, and wh-ieh a~e. known -inte.Jtnat-ionatty 
w-ith-in the Me.tdl.> 60Jt wh-ieh the.y have oJt I.> e.e.k eon­
I.>ut:tat-Lve. ",tatUf.> "rto be. known al.> oJtgan-izat-ionl.> -in 
I.>pe.e-iat eOMuttat-ive Jotatul.>, cate.goJty II); OJtgan-i 
zat-ion-6 wh-ieh do. not have. ge.ne.Jtat oJt -6 pe.e-iat eonl.> utt 
at-ive JotatUf.> but wh-ieh the Coune-it, OJt the. SeeJtetaJtq 
Gene.Jtat 06 the.Un-ited Nat-ioM, -in eon-6uttat-ion w-ith 
the Co une-it 0Jt -itl.> CommLttee 0 n .N 0n- Go veJtnmentat OJt-, 
gan-izat-iortl.> , eOM-ideJtI.> <:-an make. oeeal.>ionat and Uf.> e6ut 
eontJt-ibut-ionl.> to the. wOJtk 06 theCoune-it OJt -itl.> -6ub­
-6 -id-iaJty b 0 d-ie.1.> 0Jt oth e.Jt Un-ite d Nat-io 11-6 b 0 d-Lel.> w-ith-in 
the-iJt eompe.te.nce -6hatt be. -inetuded -ina t-i-6t (to be. 
known M the. RO-6te.JtJ." 

There is an ECOSOC Committee on Non-Governmental Orga 
nizations which reviews, and' passes on,applications for 
consultative s tatusand whi ch reviews quadrennial reports 
submitted by accredited NGOs in categories land II. Since 
WFCLC's status is that of being on ,the "roster", we need 
hot file such reports. 
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ECOSOC AGENDA 


The following are areas of United Nations concern and 
invol vement: . 

.a. Human rights to life, to freedom, toculture~liuman dig 
'nity I 

b. 	 Family life, children, youth, role of women in socie­
ty, aging, disabled and handicapped 

c. 	 Health, food and agriculfure, education, housing, po­
pulation 

d. 	 Rights of refugees, disaster relief 
. e. Peace, disarmament, economic development, social deve 

lopment, cultural development, religious freedom, in­
ternational justice 

f. 	 Trade, environment, science and technology 

ment. 


Ifwe consider St. Ignatius I. call inhis "Contemplation 
to attain Di vine Love " that we examine God 's gi fts to us 
in creation and redemption, and if we apply our considera­
tion to the entire human family, these areas of United Na­
tions involvement become areas for CLC mission. A similar 
conclusion is arrived at, when we reflect on, and implement 
the conclusions of our CLC- Gene ral Assemblies, especially 
Augsburg! 73 and Manila' 76. . 

These areas of United Nations concern have been the 
subject of .various United Nations programs, some of which 
are pursued in normal activities of the several United Na~ 
tions bodies, commiss ions and commi ttees while others have 
been elaborated in international conferences ,or maybe not 

. ed in the International Decades and Years, or observed in 
Annual Days and Weeks, as indicated in the, Uni ted Nations' 
Calendar. 
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CONFERENCE OFNGO'S' 

The NG.os in consultative status with EC.oSOC are inter 
national in ch~racter and cover \is wide a field of'interest 
as does the United.Nations. Their diversity provides a rich 
resource of experience, expertise and abUi ty •. They include 
professional, scieI:1tific, industrial and business groups. 
trade unions, cooperatives, religious organi zations, peace, 
human rights and relief organizations, varied research in­
sti tutes, and women's and youth organizations •. In their 
consul tati ve status, NG.os consult with the UN secretariat. 
engage in informal exchanges with delegations and present 
views to EC.oS.oC , its commiss ions andconuni ttees, and other 
intergovernmental bodies. They also help to mobilize public 
opinion on issues; . 

By 1948 NG.osho1ding consultative status decided to 
cooperate in order to' improve the consul tati ve process and 
to coordinate their activi ties in re lation to the United 
Nations. ·They therefore established the Conference of Non­
Governmental .organizations in Consul tative Status with the 
United Nations Economic and Social Council, which is also 
known as C.oNG.o. The Conference assists the great variety 
of NG.osin consultative status to promote their common aim 
to support the United Nations Charter. It works on behalf 
of NG.os in consultative status to develop that status and 
to improve their relationship and cooperation with the 
Uni ted Nations and its various organs. It provides a forum 
for NG.os with conunon interests to come together to study. 
plan, support, and act in relation' to the principles and 
programs of the United Nations. 

The Confe-renteprovides, through its special and ad 
hoc committees. for a discussion of subs.tantive matters by' 
its members and with members of the UN Sectetari at. dele­
gations. and other experts .• The committees meet throughout 
the year at New York. ·Geneva and. Vienna for the purpose of 
keeping their membership informed of developments in their 
respective fields and encouraging 'joint activities among 
organizations iIi SUpport of UN programs. Currently active 
in New York are committees on human rights ,development. 
disarmament, aging. youth, the status of women, the·UN 
Unive rs ity for Pe ace. 
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'ReliaiOUSNGOS : A group of religious NGOs(interna­
tional ,an national) at United'NationsHeadquarters who' are 
accredited to the United Nations either through ECOSOC or 
the Department of Public Information, meet regularly to re 
view on- going programs from the religious perspecti ve-:­
They plan an inter-religious prayer, service to mark the 
opening of ,the General Assembly each Fall and prepare an 
assessment of the work of. each session of the General As­
sembly. The group contributed significantly to the effort 
which resul)ted' in the adoption of the Declaration on the 
Elimination of All Forms oflnfolerance and of Discrimination 
Based on Religion or Belief. 

INTERNATIONAL CATHOLIC ORGANIZATIONS CENTER, 

The Conference of International Catholic Organizations 
is a federat~ion of 34 organi zations, pf which t;he World 
Federation of Christian Life Communities is a regular member. 
Some International Catholic Organizations (ICOs) have spe­
cific areas of concern, 'for example, education, children, 
women, r'adio and television; in contrast, CLC'smission is 
broad, in that i t ~nchides all areas of concern which flow 
out of a mission-oriented way of Ii • Our CLC commitment 
is broad: "to renew'and sanctify the temporal order" (GP 7). 
In addition to several working groups the ICO' s have four 
centers - in New York, Paris, Geneva and Vienna - which 
faciE tate relationships between the individual groups and 
the 'local United Nations Organs, in addi tion to serving the 
needs of the Conference. Biweekly meetings at :the New York 
center bring together represen tati ves of Cari tas Interna­
tionalis, Pax Christi International, Pax; Roman a , Interna-· 
tiona! Catholic Soci al Service Un:i.on , International Catholi c 
Press Union, International Catholic Child Bureau, World Un 
ion of Catholic Women's Organizations ,the Intennalt.ionlCll Fe 
deration of Catholic Universities. and CLC, for the purpose 
of exchanging information on indi vidual group interests, pro 
grams, etc. At these meetings there are briefings by uN 
Secretari'at personnel and by membeTs of various nation:;l 
delegations. ,The potential contribution of the Center 1S 
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limited beca:u~e of inadequate financing to. support a com~ 
pet'entstaff, yetwith its, constraints the Center is exert 
ing considerable influence in UN and NGO circles. 

PERMANENT OBSERVER MISSION OF THE HOLY SEE' 
'TO THE UNITED NATIONS, 

The. Holy See, .aSan independent nation st~te, main~ 
tains diplomatic missions at UN Headquarters, as well as 
at UNESCO and at the UN centers in' Geneva and Vienna. His, 
Excellency, Archbishop Giovanni Cheli, is Apostolic Nuncio 
and Permanent Observer to the United Nations. 

Pope Paul VI, on the occasion of his visit to the 
United Nations on 4 October 1965, praised the work of that. 
body and exhorted it to reach beyond nationalistic rhetoric: 

"To .6pe.ak. 06 humane.ne..6.6 and ge.nelLO.6J..ty .£.6 to e.c.ho 
anothe.11. c.on.6tLtut.£onal p11.J..nc.J..ple. a 6 the. UnJ..te.d Na­
t.£on.6, J..t.6 PO.6J..t.£ve. .6umtn.£t: you a11.e. wo11.k.J..ng he.11.e.not 
jU.6t to e.l.£mJ..nate. c.oI1.6l.£c.t.6 be.twe.e.n State.6, but to 
mak.,e. J..t po.6.6.£b·le. 6011. State..6 to w011.k. 6011. e.ac.h othe.11.. 
You aJi.e. hot c.onte.nt wJ..th 6ac..£l.£tatJ..ng c.oe.x.f.6te.nee. 
b e.twe.en natio M . You a11.e. tak..£ ng a muc.h b.£g 9e.11..6 te.p 
6011.wa11.d, one. woJi.thy 06.ou11. p11.a.£.6e. and ou11. .6Uppo11.t: 
you a11.e. o11.gan.£z.£ng 611.ate.11.nal c.ollabo11.at.£on be.twe.e.n 
nation.6. You a11.e. e..6tabl.£.6hJ..ng he.11.e. a .6y.6te.m 06 .6ol.£­
da11..£ty that w'£ll e.M U11.e. that lo My c..£vJ..V.zJ..ng goa.l.6 
11.e.c.e..£ve. unan.£moU.6 and o11.de.11.lY.6upp011.t 611.om the. whole. 
6am.£ly 06, natJ..oYl4 ,6011. th.e. good 06 e.ac.h and ali. Th.£.6 
J...6 the. M~e..6t a.6pe.c.t 06 the. Un.£te.d Nat.£oM011.gan.£za­
t.£on, J..t.6 ve.11.y ge.rwine. human .6J..,de.. ThJ...6 .£.6 the. i.de.al 
that ma.nk..£nd d11.e.am.6 06 dM..tvl.g .£,tJ., p.£ig11.image. th11.ough 
t.£me.; th.£.6 J...6 ,the. g11.e.ate..6t hope. 06· the. woJtld.We. 
waul d e. ve.n ve.ntu11.e. to .6ay that .£t .£.6 the. 11.e. Me. c.tJ..o n 
06 ,the. plan 06 GO'd -a t11.an.6c.e.nde.nt plan 6ull 06 
love. ,6011. the. p11.og11.e..6.6 06 huma.n .6oc..£e.ty on e.a11.th, a 
11.e.6ie.c.t'.£on.£n wh.£c.h we.c..an.6e.e. the. GO.6pe.·l me.Mage. 
tu11.n.£ng, 611.om .6 ometh.£ng heavenly to .6 ome.th.£ng e.a11.thly. 
He.11.e. we. .6eem to he.a11. an e.c.ho 06 the vo.£c.e. 06 OU11. p.11.~ 
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de.ee..6.6 oM, and e..6 pe.eiaU,;Y 06' Pope. John XXI II, who.6 e. 
me..6.6 age. in Paee.m in Te.ltlti.6me.t with .6 ueh an honiHed 
and .6ignL6).eant 1te..6pon.6e. among you". 

During his visit to the United Nations on 2 October 
1979, Pope John Paul II expressed his strong support of 
"your Organi zation 's functions and ini ti ati ves, whi ch are 
aimed at peaceful coexistence and collaboration between 
nations" : 

"Pope.John XXIII and Pope. Ptiu.e'VI looke.d with eon6).­
de.nee. on yoult impolttant iltJ.>tituuon a.6 an eloquent 
and pltomi.6ing .6ign 06 oult time..6. He. who i.6 addlte..6.6ing 
you now ha.6, .6inee. the. 6).1t.6t month.6 06 hi.6 ponti6:[eate., 
.6e.ve.ltal time..o e.x.plte..6.6e.d the. !.lame. eon6).de.nee. and eonvie 
tion a.6 hi.6 plte.de.ee..6.6olt!.l. 

"Thi!.l eon6).de.nee. and eonvietion on the. palti: 06 the. 
Apo.6tolie Se.e. i.6 the. Ite.!.l ult, a.6 I have. .6 aid, not 06 
me.lte.ly poUtieal lte.a.6on.o but 06 the. lte.ligiou.6 and molt 
al ehaltaete.1t 06· the. mi.6l.lion 0 the. RomanCatholi"C: 

.ChUlt.eh. A.6 a univelt!.la eommun-<..ty e.m Itae-<..ng 6a-<..t u 
oe.longing toalmo.6t all eountltie..6 and eonune.nt.6, n~ 
tioM, pe.ople., ltaee..6·, language..6 and eultulte..6, the. 
Chulteh i.6 de.e.ply inte.lte..6te.d in the. e.x.i.6te.nee. and ae­
tivity 06 the. OltganizaUon who.6e. ve.lty name. te.ll.6 U.6 
that it unIte..6 and a<S.6oe.Late..6 nation.6 and State..6. It 
unite..6 and M.60 elate..6: It doe..6 not divide. and 'OppO.6e.. 
It .6e.e.k.6 out the. way.6 601t undelt.6tanding and pe.aee6ul 
eollaboltat;[on, and e.nde.avoM with the. me.an.6 at it.o 
di.6po.6al and the. me.thod.6 in it.6 powe.1t to e.x.elude. walt, 
divi.6ion and mutual de.6tltuetion within the. glteat 6a­
milyo6 humanity todall". 

The Holy See's presence' at the United Nations is on 
the diplomatic level, whereas the participation of CLC and 
the other accredited Catholic NGOs is on the working level. 
Our'several groups ini ti ates tudy and action, and respond 
to developments at the United Nations in the light of the 
purposes for which we were founded, including our specific 
charisms ,gifts and graces. Individuals serving the Catholic 
NGOs, may be asked on occasion to share thei r expertise and 
experience with the Holy See Mission staff, buf the several 
groups are called to share their unique insights with the 
international organizations, as Pope John Paul charged us 
in his 1983 message to the Conference of International Ca­
tholic Organizations, cited above. 
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III. CLC INVOLVEMENT AT'THE. UN TODAY 


In serving CLC in its. miss ion at the United Nations and 
in fulfilling our responsibiliti~s in our consultative ca­
pacity, there are several functions involv~d, in~luding: 

a. 	 Rapp'orteur: keeping the World Federation' s Execu~i ve 
Council and the World Federation secretariat informed 
on important developments at the Uni ted Nations, keeping' 
them abr'east of the UN agenda and caIendar,making 
recommendations for coverage of important conferences 
and meetings'. 

b. 	 Catalyst: educating and raising the consciousness and 
information. levels of CLC membership, preparing sui table 
material for PROGRESSIO and PROJECTS. 

c. 	 TechIiicaleXt;ert: doing research ~ analyses of issue,s; 
preparing CL position papers, and making appropriate 
interventions, furnishing input into ECOSOC and General 
Assembly debates and world conferences~ 

d. 	 Spokesperson: establishing contacts with key UN per­
sonnel at tne Secretariat and natidnal delegation 
els, making substantive inputs on questions under con 
sideration or debate in the several UN fora. ­

e. 	 Collaboration wi th other ICOs an<;l NGOs on long-term 
proj ects. 

f. 	 Advocate for issues of significant and immediate impo.E 
tanceto CLC, including representation to various na­
tional delegations. 

In all these efforts appropriate atiention should b~ 
given. to the needs of our CLC constituency and to the avai~ 
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ability of technic9-lexpertise, phi1osophic~l and 
. cal insights releva.nt to the specific issues ; 

The NGO Calendar at the United Nations Headquarters 
involves several meetings: 

a. 	 Weekly briefings by members of the UN Secretariat and 
conference spokespersons, on topics of cUrrerit interes t 

. and concern, sponsored by the UN Department of Public 
Information. . 

b. 	 CONGO Board meetings, two each year in' New York, 
.matters of concern to NGOs in consul tati ve status. 

c. 	 CONGO· commi ttee meetings covering speci fic areas­
Aging, Development, Disarmament, Human Rights, Status 
of· Women, .Youth, the UN Uni versi ty for Peace - each 
meeting ortce monthly. 

d. 	 Meetings of the standing committees, particularly· the 
Second (Economic) and Third (Social) of the General 
Assembly, during the Assembly's three-month session 
each Fall. 

e. 	 The Spring meeting of ECOSOC. 

'f. 	 Approximately four meetings each year of the UNICEF NGO 
committee. 

g. 	 Meetings of the various nreparatory commi ttees planning 
world conferences, when held in New York. 

h. 	 The biweekly meetings atthe lCO Center and the monthly 
meetings of the Religious NGOs. 

It is difficult to cover all these meetings, therefore 
it is necessary to priori tizeareas of concern in the light 
of CLC 's world vision/mission and the CLC UN representati ve' s 
gifts and talents. As I see my gifts and talents, they are 
(in decreasing order) : prophecy, research, service, written 
teaching, organi zational leadership, oral teaching, advocacy .. 
Therefore, CLC's performance at the United Nations must be 
evaluated in view of these considerations • 

. In addition to attending meetings, fi ling reports with 
the WFCLC Executive Council and .Secretariat, answering 
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routine correspo,ndence .with the. NGO sections of the Depart . 
mentof' International 'Economic and Social Affairs (DIESA!: 
and the Department of Public Information (DPI) , preparing 
articles for PROGRESSIO, the following has been achieved. 
during the past £ive y.ears: ~ 

a. 	 Co.l1aboration in the Religious NGO and CONGO Committee 
on Human Rights' efforts ~o ,move to adoption by the 
General Assemb.ly o.fthe Declaration on the ,Elimination 
of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. . . . 

. The CLC. statement for .the Second Special Session.on 
Disarmament of the General Assembly; 19~2. 

c. 	 The eLC statement for the United Nations Conferen~e 
on Science and Technology. for Development, 1979 •. 

d. 	 The CLC statement on the Iriternational Development 
. Strategy for the Third Development Decade, 1980. 

e •. 'CLC letterto the DepartmEmt ot" Poli Htal andSecuri ty 
Council Affairs, United Nations, on preparations :l'or 
the International Year of Peace (1986), 1983. 

f. 	 CLC statement for the NGO Committee on Disarmament 
(at UN. Headquarters) for SUbmission to the' Advisory 
COllll!littee on Disarmament Studies, 1984. 

g. 	 Collaboration in the preparation of the Religious NGOs' 
annual assessments of each year's session of the Ge- .. 
neral' Assembly, 1979 through 1983. 

In evaluating the performance of CLC at the ,United 
Nations, I can give only a mi.nimum passing .mark. Much time' 
has had to be taken in acclimatising myself to a very exten 
sIve, and at the same time, intensive, program. Trying to 
meet the anticipated needs for basic, detailed information 
on the United Nations of CLC leadership and membership was 
given priority over developing and applying one 's personal 
technicai.expertise.. There has been little opportunity so 
far to 'take: strong advocacy roles except inNGO meetings. 
At the same time there has been the need to be involved in 
U;S. national CLC activities and to participate in other 
programs related to questions at the inter-face of fai th 
and science" and to the role of scientists and technologists 
in the mission of the Church in the world. 
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TOWARD AMORE EFFECTIVECLC PR:ESENCB 

AT. THE UNITED NATIONS . . 


r 

GLC Vision: As many observers of the rapid changes 
taking place in the world and in the role of the Church iIi 
this world have noted, including Karl Rahner in his article' 
d ted above, there is a need for CLC vision looking to the 
future, but evolving from today's CtC reality~ The basic 
CLC vision fOr the future involves an unders tanding of the 
value of "creatures" in the IgnatianFoundation exercise and 
of the "gifts of creation and redemntion" in the Contemplatio 
ad Amorem' exercise, in the I1ght of the emerging world si tua 
tion. An understandin.g which is of utmost iniportance:for the 
individual, but also for each CLC community and the CLC 
world community. 

CLC Global Vision/Mission Statement : The basic CLC mis 
sian/service model includes three interrelated elements: 

a. spi ritual 
b. pastoral 

c •. intellectual 


The spiritual mission of CLC is tobring the message of 
Christ to the people of the world" to build up the Body of 
Christ by forming Christians according to the light of an in 
carnational spi ri tuaH ty based on that of St. Ignatius, to 
form communi ties of l.ay. apostles in support of the Church's 
mission, primarily in lay ministries. 

The ~storal mission of CLC is one of love and service 
to the larger local community, a dedi cation to bringing the 
message of Christ to all on the religious, sniritual, moral, 
social, economic and political levels. Work among the vic,.­
tims of an unjust society, work to reform and renew social 
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structures •. CLCs promote among thei~r me.mbers; and others a 
f9rmation in Christ, a simple lifestyle, a spi ri t of poverty • 

The i~tellectual mission of CLC involves bringing the 
experiences and expertise of .individual CLCsto bear on the 
solution of prob lems affecting justice and peace on the n! 
tional and world levels, and contributing to redressing 
world imbalances affecting human dignity and human rights . 
Of immediate importance is the political dimension: to as..,. 
sist in building a new world econo~ic, social and cultural 
order, erected on the Christian virtues of justice andpeace, 
giving each person the opportunity to grow in freedom and 
'digni ty. 

It should then be possible to elaborate a CLCglobal 
vision/mission statement which would include, but not be 
limi ted to, our participation at the Un:itedNations, and 
which would be refined and uppated periodically. 

CLC/UN Mandate: A CLC global vision/mission statement' 
would lead to die development of a CLC/UN mandate, setting 
forth guidelines and priori ties for our efforts at. and 
through the United Nations, also setting forth CLC/UN re-· 
sponsibili ties and accountabili ty to the World Federation's 
Executi veCouncil and the CLC SecretarIat. There is need for 
a philosophy of action governing cur UN activities. 

CCtnmunication Linkages: There is need for strcng com­
munications linkages between our CLC/UN representatives, 
our Executive Council, Secretariat, and cur national fe­
derations, to' enable development of CLC prcgrams at the 
Uni ted Naticns and e ffecti ve participaticn in wcrld con­
ferences spcnsored by the United Nations. 

His'sion/Service : Mission/service structures at na­
tional and regional CLC levels should be enccuraged. Needed 
is a sense of mission activi ties and accomplishments at 10 
cal and national levels. All are essential- to. an effective 
CLC pres'ence at the United Nations. 

Technical Expertise: A viable CLC program atthe United 
Naticns calls for CLC technical expertise in the various 
areas ·def.lned by the United Nations agenda. As our CLC'mem 
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bersllipgrowsinexperience, and research is conducted in 
speCific areas 'ofcol1cernto local CLCs-and ~LCnational 
federations, we should develop cadres of competent person­
nel to assist in the development of the emerging world com 
mooi~. . 

To assist in developing such expertise, particularly 
among our young. when proper' financing can be arranged ,we 
might fos ter internships with the Uni te'd Nations Department 
of International Economic and Social Affairs (DIESA) , the 
United Nations University for Peace, and the ICO centers. 

We might note that the impetus for the recent United 
Nations International Year of .the Child was ini tiated b;y an 
NGO, the International Catholic Child Bureau (ICCB). The U 
nited Nations Conference on the Human Environment, whicn 
was held in Stockholm in 1972 was spurred on by NGOs in the 
environmental fie~d ,who won the sunport of Sweden when 
other, larger nations refused to take the initiative. 

In addition to internships, there can be opportunities 
for our young in finding employment wi th issue - oriented NGOs 
apdby United Nations agencies. !think of Stefan Vanistan 
.daeland GilluseppeMazzone ~ stefan is a leader in the Inter 
national Catholic Child Bureau (Geneva), Giuseppeisemplor 

. ed. by the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) in 
Thail;md. 	 ­

CLC's mission-oriented spirituality embodied in our 
General Principles calls forth the standards of Pope John 
XXIII. in Pacem in Terris; 

, 	"NeveJc.theleM, in oJc.deJc. to imbue civilization with 
Mund pJc.inciple,6 and enliven it with the ,6 piJc.it 06 
:the GO,6 pel, it ill not enough to be illumined with 
the MOt .06 . 6aLth and eiiHndledwlth the. dell-t,!-e 06 
60Jc.waJc.ding a good caulle,' FoJc. thill Jc.eM.on, it ill necell 
llaJc.Y totak_e an active paJc.t in the vaJc.ioull oJc.ganiza-=­
tionll and in6luence them oJc.om within. And 11lnce ouJc. 
pJc.e,6 ent age ill' one 00. outll tand,[ng II cientiolc and 
techn-tcal pJc.oqJc.e,6,6 and exce.lte.nee., one will not be 
able. toe.nte.Jc. th Me oJc.ganizationll andwoJc.k 6Jc.om Within 
unleM he ,[ll llc,[enti ically 'eom e:tent, te~hMe.all!l 
caeable a.nd llilA.- e in t e pJc.a.ctA.-ce 06hlllownpJc.o6e~ 
II io n . 
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We. de.J.:.iJLe :to catt a:t:te.n:tJ_on :to the. 6ac:t :tha::t J.:. cie.'n­
:tiMccompe.:te.nce., :te.chnicat capa'a:ty and p!r:ooe.Mionat 
e.x.pe.JLie.nce., :though ne.ce.MaJLy, aJLe. not 06 :the.mJ.:.e.tve.J.:. 
J.:.u6 M cie.n:t :to e.te. va:te. :th e. JLe.ta:tio nJ.:. hipJ.:. 06 J.:,O cie.:ty :to 
an oJLde.JL:tha:t ,[J.:. ge.nuin.e.ty human: :tha:t iJ.:.,:to an OJLde.JL 
whqJ.:.e. 6ounda:tioniJ.:. :tJLu:th, whoJ.:.e. me.aJ.:.uJLe. and obje.c.:tive. 
iJ.:. jUJ.:.:tice.,' whoJ.:.e. dJLiving 60JLc.e. iJ.:.tove., and whoJ.:.e. 
me.:th 0 d a 6 a:t:tabtm e. n:t iJ.:. 6JL e. e. d 0 m ..• It iJ.:. ne.. c. e.J.:.J.:. aJL y 
:tha:t human be.ingJ.:., in :the. in:timac.ie.J.:. 06·:the.i'JL own 
c.ol1J.>cie.nce.J.:. ,J.:.hould J.:.O live. and ac:t in :the.iJL :te.mpoJLal 
live.J.:.aJ.:. :to eJLe.a:te. a J.:.yn:the.J.>it, be.:twe.<t,n J.:.cie.n:tiMri, 
:te.chnical c+nd EJL06e.Mional e.le.me.n:tJ.:. on :the. one.liO:Via, 
arid J.:.plJL1:tual value.J.:. ~e. o:the.Jr.;Il. 

CLC/UN\Office: A viable CLCprogram requires an office 
nearby the United Nations: with salaried and volunteer 
personnel; therefore adequate funding is necessary for 
success. 

,WFCLC PROGRAM CONSIDERATIONS 

Several considerations for program development have been 
indicated in the previous section. In line with the conclu­
sions of Rome' 79 and Providence:' 82, we should continue to 
place emphasis on global awareness at the local CLC level, 
not to influence choice of mission, but to understand that 
mission in ~helight of the needs of the world human commu 
nity. 

In support of'this' thrus,t, it is possible to develop the 
broad outlines of a: spirituality underiying GLC involvement 
at the Uni ted Nations. The basics are to be found in the 
writings of Fr. 'rei lhard de Chardin ,SJ. Let me quote the 
message of Javier Perez .de Cuellar CO.N.Secretary. General) 
to the participants in the 1983 International Coll~quiumon 
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Teilhard de Chardin, spon·sored by the 
sHy for Peace : 

<.. To beg-Ln wLth, .:two 06 mlj em-LYl.en.:t pJtedeee.6.6oJt.6 
a.6 SeeJte.:taJtlj GeneJtal a 6 .:the.. Un-L.:ted Na.:t-Lon.6, Vag Ham­
maJt.6kj old and UThan.:t, onee imd-Lea.:ted .:tha.:t Te-LlhaJtd 
de. ChaJt'd-Ln wa.6 one a 6 .:the eOI1.:tempoll.aJtlj .:th-LnkeM who 
exeJte-L.6ed gJtea.:t. -Ln6luen.ee upon .:them. 1 .6haJte .:the-LJt 
pJto 60un.d adm-LJta.:t-Lon 60Jt .:the un.-Lve.Jt.6al, human-L.:taJt-Lan, 
and .6 p-LJt-L.:tual .:th-Ln.k-Ln.g 06 .:th-L.6 ph-Llo.6 opheJt, .:th-L.6 v-L­
.6-LoY./.aJtlj 06 peaee. 1 wouldUke,.:to Jteeall .:theb-Lbl-Leal 
woJtd.6 aeeoJtd-Lng .:to wh-Leh 'wheJte .:theJte -L.6 no v-L.6Lon., 
people peJt-L.6h'. In. mlj judgmel1.:t, .:the.6e woJtd.6 appllj 
peJt6ee.:tllj .:to humaI1L.:ty. Todalj we laek a new, global, 
al1d e.6.6 el1.:t-Lalllj humal1 v-L.6-Lo 11 06 peaee, 6Jta.:teJtI1-L.:ty 
al1d ul1LveMal eoopeJta.:t-Lon. The analY.6L.6 al1d .:the d-L.6­
.6em-Lna.:t-Lol1 06 the v-L.6-Lon 06 Te-LlhaJtd de ChaJtd-Ln. .:thu.6 
appeaM .:to me 06 gJtea.:t Lmp oJt.:tanee. Th-L.6 v-L.6 -Lo 11 meJtL.:t.6 
ample d-L.6eu.o.6-Lol1 on. .:the .:thJte.6hold 06 .:the new global 
eJta wh-Leh. -L.6 opel1-L119 be60Jte u.o". 

As Pope John Paul II remarked in his mess age to the 
1983 General Assembly of the Conference of ICOs, our local 
and national communities should coordinat.e their efforts 
wi th those of the cQnsti tuent members of the various ICOs. 
For example, Cari tas Internationalis and the World Union 
of Catholic Women's Organi zations' (WUCWO) . are rep'resented 
th roughoutthe world. (The Annex gives information about 
the lCO Conference, and a list of its members. Copies of the 
ICO Directory can be obtained from the Rome Secretariat). 

It would be highly desi rable that, as resources permi t, 
CLC collaborate more closely with the Conference of ICOs 
and the Conference's centers in New York, Paris, Geneva 
and Vienna. CLC has participated actively in the work of 
the Conference's Continuity Committee., 'andourservice will 
become more meaningful as our own vision of the role of the 
Church in the world expands and deepens. 

We should promote collaboration among CLCs' throughout 
the world, to assist all of us in unders tanding the diverse 
cuI tl1res .encompassed in the world. There is need to initiate 
inter-religious dialogue relating to issues in the social, 
economic and political orders. Such dialogues are of consid 
erable benefit not only in the countries where they ar:e 

44 ­

http:peJt-L.6h
http:Ln6luen.ee


tonducted, , but alsoin those"with limi ted cultural di versity. 
The dialogues would 'be ·of .cionsiderable assistance to'OUT 
CLC. reuresentati ves - at the several liN centers • 

..L .' ' '" 

We should uromote collaboration 'with basic ecclesial 
communi ties, sharing experiences and insights, looking to 
social justice, and impelling governments to exercise their 
political will to assure more peaceful environments at. all 
levels of society. 

We should promote CLC presence at. the UN centers in 
Paris, Geneva and Vienna. Speaking from my own persona,! 
experience and that of other, NGO represen tatives, patient 
endurance is one fruit of .the Holy Spirit required ofNGO 
personnel, as we learn. about the procedures and operations 
of the organi zation, at the same time as we endeavour to· 
understand the ideologies struggling to emerge at a time 
of constant change in society. 

In the near future it would be desirable to define an 
optimum' scope for the CLC presence at UN Headquarters in 
New York ,in te'rms of supporting programs and financial 
resources, 'to apportion responsib lity for personnel and 
financialsl:lpport among the World ration, the 'U. S. and, 
Canadian CLC federations', and the CLCs in the NelV' York area. 

PERSONAL POSTSCRIPT 

What implications for CLC do I see arising from my 
personal involvement at the United Nations? TO,be sure, this 
report reflects my personal' observations oyer the past 20 
years. Has my involvement been a personal mission or have 
I been moti vated truly to be servant of WfiCLC in its global 
mission? I feel that I have been graced in a special way by 
the continuing interaction of a deel1er faith life with my 
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growing sens.e of mission at theglobal'l,evel. I trus't that 
my remarks are objective, recogriizing that my vision of CLC 
in the world mirrors my experience and'may Iiot consider the 

. overall and specific priori ties of CLC as a global movement. 

If the Church is to participate significantly in the 
building of the emerging community, we laypersons must cQn 
tribute our gifts and talents. We in CLC have an unique oE 
portuni ty, for our spi ri tuali ty calls us to integrate a11 
aspects of our life: faith, secular knowledge and e,xperience. 
Even though our mission is located in some remote corner of 
the world, we have the cha11ep.ges ofAugsburg' 73, Manila' 76. 
Rome '79 and Providence' 82 to urge us oil. Whereas ini tiJally I 
saw my involvement at the United Nations as a specific mis 
sion task, today I see my service there as informing my spiT 
i tuality which is becoming increasingly globally-orient'ed. A 
reminder of Ignatius l call to "the more universal, th,ere fore 
more divine". 

It is my desire to recount my experiences and reflec­
tions on the United Nations agenda, drawn from what I see 
to be c1e.arChristian •. Ignatian, Teilhardian and CLC per­
spectives • .I have grown in a sense of cpmmunity through 
participation, on a personal lev~l, in two other programs. 
The Pacem in Terris Society at the United Nations, which 
is open to Secretariat. national delegation and NGO person 
nel, has for its purpose to "provide through lecturesano 
discussion groups a forum for the study, discussion and 
reali zation of the ideals. and purposes of the Charter of 
the United Nations, arid of the spi ri t and message ·of the 
encyclical ,Pacem in Terris, and thereby, to promote the 
cause of international peace". The Movement for a ::Bet ter 
World, a Catholic NGO in consul tati ve status, has conducted 
several programs, includingone on "Spirituality and Develop 
ment", which, when completed, I hope to circulate among' ctC 
leadership for critical comment. 

It is my dream - one which becomes clearer as I reflect 
on its possibilities in the £ace of apparently insurmontable 
obstacles - to see a center for Ignatian Spirituality here 
in New York , which would focus on the spiritual and apostolic 
dimensions of living in the global vi 11age. The center' s 
responsibilities would include formation, raising conscious' 
ness levels, religious reflection, research, education and 
advocacy programs. I see such a center having a servant role 
in. the United Nations. I recognize immediately the many 
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bstacles in the way of realizing. such a dream, but I see 
ucha center as essential to planning a Church which will 
e credible in tomoilirow's world. 

The center's program could include retreats, "Exercises 
n Daily Li fe". workshops on the Spi ri tual Exercises and· 
rofessional and public life, faith ex:oetience sharing,as 
ell as on-going reflection on ques tions relating one IS fai th 
i fe to developing world issues. As a caps tone I would envis 
ge one or more CLCs related to the center. 

As I conclude these words. I must eXl)ress my deep grati 
tude to Fr. Louis Paulussen. SJ; who 25 years ago at Newark: 
NJ. put his vision. of Sodali ty jCLC before me. I trust that I 

ave been a.1i ttle faithful to his dream. 

- 47 




'THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM . \ 

UNT30 UN Truce Supervision Organization 

'ePrinciPal organs of the UN 

• other UN organs 

o Specialized agencies and 
other autonomous organi­
zations within the system 

Standing ane. 
procedural committees 

Other subsidiary organs 
of the General Assembly 

UN Relief and Works 
Refugees in the Near 

UN Conference on Trade & 

UN Children I, s 

Office of the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees UNHCR 

Joint Ul'</FAO 

UN Institute for ~raining &Research 
UNITAR 

UN Development Programme UNDF 

UN Industrial Development Organization 
, UNIDO 

UN Environment 

UN 

World Food Council 
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Regional 
Commissions 

Functional 
Commissions 

Sessional, 
standing 
and ad hoc 
commissions 

in Palestine 

UNMOGIP UN 'Military Observer Group 
in India and Pakistan 

UNFICYP (iN Peace-keeping Force in Cyprus 

UNEF UN Emergency Force 

UNDOF UN Disengagement Observer Force 

Military Staff Committee 

Disarmament Commission 

Internatrbnal Atomic Energy Agency 

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 

International Labour Organization 1 

Food and Agricultural Organization of the UN 

UNESCO UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization 

WHO World Health Organization 

IDA International Development Association 

IBRD International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development 

IFC International Finance Corporation 

I~ International Monetary Fund 

ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization. 

UPU Universal Postal Union 

ITU International Telecommunication Union 

World Meteorological Organization 

IMCO Inter-Gouvernmental Maritime Consultative 
Organization 

IHFO World Intellectual Property Organization 
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ABA 

NATIONS SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 

/ 

International Atomic Energy Agency 

International Labour Organization 

Food and Agricul ture Organization of the " 
Uni ted Nations 

Unlted Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization 

Wotld Hea~th Organization 

International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development 

International Development Association 

International Finance Corporation' 

n~F 

ICAO 

UPU 

ITU 

WMO 

IMCO 

WIPO 

GATT 

International Monetary Fund 

International Ci viI Aviation Organization 

Universal Postal Union 

International Telecommunication Union 

World r~eteorological Organization 

Inter-Government Maritime Consultative Org~ 
nization 

World Intellectual Property Organization 

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
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- . / ANNEX 

'HECONF'ER.ENc'E OF INTERNATION'AL 


CATHOLIC ORGANIZATIONS 


ri ins and Histor 

Although a number of ICOs have been in exis tence, for 
great many years, the maj ori ty of International Catholic 

rganizations, as also their .Conference, are a relatively 
ew phenomenon in the life of the Church. The ICO Conference 
as founded in 19 2 7 in fact. only a few years after the 
eague of Nations. Eleven organizations met in 'Fribourg 

(Swi tzerland) at the invitation of the Catholic Union for 
nternational Studies. They decided to hold annual meetings 
nd set up the President IS Conference. 

The Conrerence enabled some very constructive 4iscus­
ion of apostolic experiences to take place. and also helped 
o strengthen the, Chris.tfan presenc,e. at the. League o. fNations. 
fter the hiatus caused by World War II. ,the Conference~,resumed its acti vities and was niadeinto a formal insti;t;ution 
hen the new statutes of the present Cbnferenee of ICOs, 

l
approved by the Holy See, were adopted during the 1951 General 
iAssembly in ~Luxemburg. Paul VI played a major role in this 
las the then Substitute Secretary of State. ' 

Nature Of the ICOs and their Conference 

The emergence and expansion of the international .'I)H­

ganizations demonstrate the awakening of alively awareness 
amongst CathOlics of the major problemsfacihg mankind to­
day - problems which, can only be fully, grasp~d by' 109king 
at them from a worldwide viewpoint. Thus they were born,'ofa 
real need: the rieed felt spontaneously by Catholics involved 
in various sectors oflife to uni te together to pursue their 
activities on an international scale. This common origin has, 
resulted in all these organizations acquiring gene'fal charac 
teristics which are common to all :of them.despi te their dI 
versi ty. 

The first is that t.h~y •o~ig~nally emerged spontan~ously 
as a result of the, bJLee '{'11.{..t.{.a..t.{.lIe of Christians anc' ,that 
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they then adopted a feder'atiye structure and ademocrati. 
way of working, the only formats which would ensure the 
tinui ty and renewal essential to,the lio£ the lnsti tuti 

,It must be. recognised, therefore, that the leDs have ,in 
certain sense, a representative function: in the intern 
tional sphere they speak on behalf of thei r members· and a 
able to adopt speci fic points of view.• 

-', 

The second characteristic common to all the ICDs i 
t"heir lln,[l}efl..6 al d,[rnent,,[on which is the result both of th 
universality of the Christian message and the phenomenon 0 

;the globalisation of the moderh world. 

Lastly, ~nd this is their third common charac;terisdc 
the internationalorgani zations do not aim to make bette 
people as many other Christian organizations do. Their spe 
ficity lies in their bias towards a be.t.tefl. wOfl.ld, a wor 
which is more human, with its temporal structures more fi 
to live in. 

Dne last observation to give a clear picture of the 
nature and purpose of the ICDs: it is a fact that the fiel 
in which they are active - development, education, culture, 
social work, etc. - usually belong to that vast terri tory 
which Vatican II considered as being "in their own right 
al though not exclusively" the responsibility of the laity. 
But it is also a fact that in the origins, the acti vi ties 
and the individual members of the ICDs. we come across 
priests and religious as well as laypeople; which again 
corresponds with the view of the Council according to which 
acuon In .the wOfl.ld fl.e.6.t.6 w,[.th .the Chllfl.ch a.6 a whole. It 
must be inferred, therefore, that the ICDs play their part 
in the Church! s mission in a sphere where the laity must 
be _for preference b'.volved, but that thei rwork can scarcely 
be defined as coming exclusively under the appelation "lay 
apostolate". It must be seen in a wider perspective as one 
aspect - and not-the least important one - of aU the Church's 
activities in the international sphere. 

The Conference of the ICDs, to which over thirty orga 
ni zations now belong, is not a supers tructure but a focal 
point of information, reflection and co-ordination for its 
members. It sets out to help them in their twofold mission 
of PM.t-Lc,[paung -Ln .the U6e 06 .the lln-LveJt.6al ChUltCh and ,[n 
,[n.tefl.na.t,[onal l,[6e., at the same time prQmotingexchangeof 
iQformation between them. 
S2 ­

http:Chllfl.ch


The Holy See ~as al~ays 'followed the work of the Con­
erenceof the lCOs closely and is regularly represented at 
he General Assemblies; the maj orityof these Assemblies 
ave been honoure d by a !ness age from the Pope.~ t the present 
ime, the Conference has c,lose qmtacts with the Pontifical 
ouneil for the Laity and has regular consultative relation 
hips with i t. 

ims of the rc;os 

The lCOs are active at three levels. Firstly, they aim 
o ensure that Catholics play their part in organized inter 
ational life. Secondly, . each of these organizations sets 
ut to promote Christian witness _ in a sped fie sector or 
n a particular spp:ere of life. T.hirdly, the lCOs and their 
onference play a very active part in the life of the uni­
ersal Church. . 

As non-governmental organizations, the r COs are an 
mportant factor ip. the overall presence of the Christian 
ommuni ty in international life. 

The Church is in fact present in the international com 
nunity both through its doctrinal magisteriumandhyvirtue 
)f the international legal status enjoyed by the Holy See, 
vhich enables it to be directly represented by Observers ,or 
~ven by delegates in their own right, at United Nations orga 
lizations or regional insti tutions. But in addition to these 
instltutional forms of ,the Church's presence, the lCOs have 
their own specific role toplay. They are the means of expres 
:;ion for millions of meti and women who declare themselves 
followers of Christ and who represent an important segment, 
)oth quanti tati vely and qualitati very, of public opini.on 
throughout the world. 

The work of the lCOs wi thin the Uni ted Nations agencies 
and in certain regional institutions is carried out through 
their conSUltative status. A number of lCOs enjoy this consult 
ltivestatus at the following organizations: ECOSOC, UNESCO-,­
JNICEF,FAO, no, WHO, UNIDO, UNCTAD, etc.' , 

The. ICOs act mainly through the agency of the national 
and local groups which go to the making of them; these latter 
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take on clearlydefine}i responsibilities within 
geographic ,sectors a~d in thei r own particular fields .Dire 
action involving individu;:tls or spheres of life is,th 
mainly the concern of the local ,units. The internation 
organizations playa mainly stimulating role, where they a 
concerned, to which it adds one other essential factor:c 
cern for the sup'r'anational, dimension of problems , ,.,hi 
should prevent the national and local groups froFremainin 
shut up within their own boundaries. Inside the Conference 
,of the ICOs, these organizations are able to exchange expe 
riences in their various fields and also secure a more i 
fluential presence at the level of the uni vers al Church. 
opportunity is provided, also, to study the role of the 
sociations within the Church and in the world in greate 
depth. 

Organization of the Conference 

. Like arl associations, the Conference expresses its 
ideas, through' its Genetr.a.i Au embiy, which decides on the pro 
gramme of acti vi ties and ,elects by secret vote: the Plte..6-i.-=­
dent, the Adm-i.n-i..6tltat<J1t and the ten reos: which makeup the 
Conference's Cont-i.rtu-i.ty Comm-i.tte.e (which acts as a Board of 
Directors). The General Assembly meets reguiarly every two 
years. 

The woJttu:'rtg glto up.6 are one of the driving forces in the 
ICO Conference's activities. They may be established on a 
permanent basis or set up adhoc to study aspecific problem 
resulting from events of the moment in the Church or in the 
world. Here the ICOs directly concerned can discuss some of 
thei r preoccupations together and provide all the other 
members with information and ideas which are completely oriK. 
inal, as a basis on which those who so wish can decide on 
their own orientations or approaches, either individually 
or as groups. There are working groups onHealth, Education, 
Human Rights, Youth, Women in the Church, Against poverty 
in Europe, Adult EducatioI}, Commitment and Faith (to study 
the apostolic commitment of various organizations). 

For ,a number of years , the Conference has been lending 
its support to the Iteg-i.ortai aetiv~t-i.e.J.. undertaken by the 
lro<:. 
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The Conference has' the support of four ".£n6oltmation 
nd Uai.6on 066.£<'.e..6 in its task ofhelping the ICOs in, their 
ork in international life: 

The ICO Information Centre, Geneva, concerned with the 
work of the many internat'ional institutions with head­
quarters in that city; 

The International Catholic Centre for UNESCO, Paris, 'con 
centrating on everything to do wi th education, science: 
culture and communication; 

The ICo- Information Center, New York, at' the United Na­
tions Organizations; 

. 	 The "Antenne" in Vienna, where a number ,of international 
insti tutions. particularly Uni ted Nations age·ncies or serv 
ices, have their headquarters. 

The.se four Centres publish regular.. bulletins or infor 
ration sheets. 

bnancial Support 

The Conference's activities are financed through sub­
scriptions from member-ICOs, contributions from the Holy 
See and from Episcopal Conferences, and help froI\l outside, 
sources of financial aid which support the main activities 
undertaken by the Conference. The Administrator is respon­
sible for this budget. 

~xamples of the Conference's Acti vi ties 

, Preparatory studies to contribute ideas on the themes 
of the different Synods: evangelisation of the contemporary 
world, catechesis, the family, reconciliation, etc. The 
Conference has also been closely associated, in various 
:apaci ties " wi th the different Holy Years, especially those 
)f 1975 and 1983. ' 

It has faciE tated the work of those ICOs wi th special 
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interests in some of the maj or activities oftheUn,ite 
Nations: International Years for population , children ,youth 
Decades for women; human rights, migration, literacywotk 
culture, adult education, etc. 

It organises information,training and discussion. se 
sions· on international life to help to initiate members 
ICOs or keep them up to-date, and endeavours to familiaris 
them not only with the proble.ms of international life i 
official cipcles but also wi th those of the uni versal Church 

Members of the ICO Conference 

(Though English and French are the two official Ian 
guages of the Conference, French is more commonly used, an 
the initials of each oo-ganization are usually given i 
French) • 

A.C.1.S.J.F. 	 International Catholic 
to serve Young Women 

A.!, C. 	 International Association cif 
Vincent de Paul Charities 

B.LC.E. 	 International Catholic Child 
reau. 

Caritas International 

C.l.C.I.A.~.f.S. 	 International Catholic Commi ttee fo 
Nurses and Medico-Social Workers 

C.LC.G. 	 In te rnational Catholi c 
for Guides 

C.I.C.M. 	 International Catholic 
for Migration 

C. I . t:. S. International Catholic Conference 
for Scouts 

F.LC.H. 	 International Federation ofCatnolic 
Men 
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:I.N.A.R.C. 

• I. M.'C .A . P . 

.I.P.C. 

.I.U.C. ' 

LF.Cl.C. 

.E.C.I. 

.O.C.I. 

[. LA.II.S. 1. 

I·I.D.A.D.E. 

~f. I.J .A.R.C. 

~LM. T. C. 

J.C.I.C. 


::l.I.E.C. 


Pax Romana/M.I.E.C. 


Pax Romana/M. I. I .C. 


S.S.V.P. 

lJ.C.I.P. 

International Federation of Move­
ments (Adults) for 'Roral Catholics 

\ 

International Federation of Commu­
nities of Youth (Parish-based) 

International Federation of Catholic, 
Pharmacis'ts 

International Federation of Catholic 
Uni vers i ties 

World Federation of Christian Life 
Communities 

Young Catholic StudentS (Internatio!! 
al) 

Young Catholic Workers (Internatio!!
al) , 

Inte'rn,ational Movement for the Apos 
tolate of Independent* Social Milieus 

International Movement for the. Apo~ 
tolate of Children 

International Movement for Agricul­
tural and Rural Catholic Youth 

World Movement for Christians Workers 

International Catholic Organizations 
for Cinema and the Audiovisual 

International Office for Catholic 
Teaching (Education) 

International Movement of Catholic 
Students 

International Movement of Catholic 
In te llectuals 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

International Catholic Union of the 
Press 
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U.C:I.S.S. 	 \ International Catholic Social Serv­
ice···Union 

V.M.E.C. 	 World Union of Catholic T.eachers 

U.M.O.F.C. 	 World Union of Catholic Women's Or­
ganizations 

U.N.D.A. 	 International Catholic Association 
for Radio and Television 

Ass·ociate Members 

International Alliance of Joan 
Arc 

Pax Christi International 

Members by Invi tation 

C.I.CA. 	 International Commi ttee for the Blind 

C.I.D.S.E. 	 International Cooperation forSod.o­
Economic Development 

F.I.A.M.C. 	 International Federation of Catholic 
Medical Associati.ons 

LC.R.A. 	 International Catholic Rural Asso­
ciatfon 

J.I.C.I. 	 International Association .for Inde­
pendent* Christian Youth 

O.M.A.A.E.C. 	 World Organization of Past Punils 
of Catholic Schooling 

,
U.N,I.A.P.A.C. 	 International ~Chris tian Union of

L.eaders . 

* 	"Independent". in this context, refers to people whose 
work is neither strictly 'professional', nor manual. It 
.comes from the French, of course. 
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