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PREFACE 


With the publication of thisbocikLet, the collection 
of prligreSSiO SUEPlements is enhanced with a page of re­
cent istory, w ich must bring a sense of fulfilment t,o 
those who have followed ,the evolution of the Christian 
Life Communities. The text describes with a penetrating 
clarity the slow coming to fruition of a ca11. It high­
lights the last stage of a Community's jourl1ey - a journey 
marked by inevitablefumblingsand difficulties, but al­
ways inspired by a secret 'and powerful hope until the time 
when all shadow of doubt was r,emoved and its members rec­
ognised themselves "in c.ommunion" and felt themselves 
ca11ed to express this in a way that truly grasped the re­
ality they all experienced. Before the work of the Spirit, 
who clears a way for Himself and draws to Himself with 
bonds that go far beyond our frail hopes ,we stand in wonder 
at the fidelity of God to the work He undertakes. 

This development had been pre,pared for a long time, 
often without our realising it - how true it is that fre­
quently the profound meaning of some ini tiati ve escapes us. 
The deepest reality is the history of the divine action. 
In the light of Providence 'az, the renewal of the CLC's 
was highlighted like the dawn of a new, day. 

The reasons which, 30 years ago, led to the formation 
of a' world federation already reflected this concern of 
union for mission: in a world growing smaller and smaller,. 
the international responsibility of lay people, the urgency 
of participating in the mission of the Chu~ch on the world 
level and of co:-operating with other organisations' in the 
service of people, seemed all the more imperative(cf.Louis
PaulussenS.J., God Works Like That, Progressio Supplement 
n.14). ' 

, Those promoting the World F'ederation sou.ght to coor­
dinate the existing realities: groups and 'national federa­
tions scattered throughout the world which; not being re­
presented at an international level, remained without a 
voice and any great likelihood of being" able to do anything. 
"The World Federation has not been created artificia11y; 
it has been born naturally, normally. It should be an or-· 
ganism rather than an organisation. The' Federation should 
achieve its goal with a minimum of structures and a maximum 
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of>spiri tl!. ' ("NaturE:) and task of the Wor1dFeder~:i'ion'.iJ; a1 
locution to. the first General Assembly at the Gregorian UnT 
versity, Sept. '9,1954). This was ~ first step-whith, tak= 
ing account of a profoun4 aspiration. would permit further 
developments. . 

1967 appeared as a new decisive step. For the first 
time in our history, we formulate our own document and re­
new the movement in its entirety : new General Principles, 
new statutes. a new name "Christian Life Communi ties". new 
juriqical structures and a new miss ion - the struggle for 
justice. The successive General Assemblies mark a progres~ 
sive and regular movement towards the World Community and 
enter into a current which keeps on growing. Providence'82 
is the culminating point. 

The result of a normal and healthy growth, one might 
say.Yes,but even more "the'mystery of the Spirit who makes 
use of human instruments to achieve His ends ..• " The author 
of these pages, in the exce llent description of this devel 
opment, shows the truth of this statement in a very pene­
trating way. Fr. Juan Ochagavia knows the CLCfs well,since 
he has been an assistant for CLCgroups for a number of 
years; he is also a doctor of theology. He participated 
in the Second Vatican Council as a theologian for the 
Bishops of Chile. In addition, for a number of yea,rs 
now he has been director of the uncompromissing Chilean re 
view ~1ENSAJE - which carries the sub-title "Christian mes= 
sage :for the world of today". In this capacity. he is very 
well informed about vi tal problems both in Chile and in the 
rest of the world today . Finally , the knowledge that he has 
acquired. of the Society of Jesus and its government is well 
attested by the fact that, after being R.ector of the Jesui t 
scholasticate at Santiago, then Provincial of th~ Soci~ty 
of Jesus in Chile (from 1972~1978}, he i.s master of novices 
.in his. province. The Christian Life Communi ties are indebt 
ed to Father Ochagavia for an exceptional contribution. ' ­

'PROGRESSIO 
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"A.& a eo n.6 eq ue ne e 06 :th e pJto 9 Jte.6.6 0 6 ), 11.6 :tJ:.:tu:tJ:.0 n.6 

·and :the JtapJ:.d evotu:tJ:.on 06 modeJtn .6oeJ:.e:tlj, :the 

unJ:.veJt.6at na:tuJte 06 :the ChuJteh'.6 mJ:.'uJ:.on JtequJ:.Jte.6 

:tha:t :the apo.6:totJ:.e J:.nJ:.:tJ:.a:tJ:.on.6 06 Ca:thotJ:.e.6 .6houtd 

mOJte and moJte peJt6ee:t :the vaJtJ:.ou.6 :type~ 06 J:.n:teJt 

nationat oJtganJ:.za:tJ:.oM". 

(S.econd Vatican Council, 
Decree on the Apostolate 
of Lay People, n. ,19). 
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INTRODUCTION 


I have been asked as a theologian to g~ve my reflec­
tions on the 9th General Assembly of the CLCf S , held at 
Providence in 1982. 

But how to approach such a rich and many-faceted 
event? The theologian must find, in each situation, the 
method which is best adapted to the theme of his reflec­
tion. There is not just the one method in theology, even 
though some people associate theology with airy specula­
tions, couched in an esoteric language. 

Today ..Ie have learnt to appreciate both the narrative 
theology of the evangelists Mark and Luke and the specula­
tive Summa of St. Thomas Aquinas; both spiritual theold.., 
gy, which discovers signs of the Spirit in an historical 
process, and positive theology, which carefully analyses 
the different kinds of Church documents, to draw from them 
orientations for christian faith and practice. 

I think that this reflection, to be faithful to its 
object, should use a very broad approach, capable of tak­
ing in the different aspects of the world reality of the 
CLC' s and the unique experience of Providence. It is only 
in this way that we will gradually come to pick out the 
main factors which animate this living community of groups 
and persons, without getting too caught up in a systematic 
approach that glosses over concrete details which well 
could be the seed of further promising developments. 

This requires that we should be attentive to the 
signs of the presence of the Spirit of Christ in personal 
and community happenings, in the times of light and confu­
sion, of ~iscouragement and joy. Sometimes it will be ap­
propriate to calIon the testimony of some particular per­
son, and mention him or her by name; this happens in every 
family: At other times. a prayer, a song or a Eucharistic 
celebration can. be the vehicles for, or the expression of 
the Spirit. 

It is obvious that, in such a work as this, it is 
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necessary to present and to examine certaintext..s and· . do­
cuments. lam thinking especia.lly of the Second Vatican 
Council and other documents of the Hagisterium. Special 
att~ntlon is also to be paid to the sources of Ignatian 
spiri tuali ty and to the history of the CLefs. 

Since I have been the assistant for CLC groups for a 
number· of years, and since I have participated in Proy­
idence, this reflection cannot claim to be, as it were, 
objective and neutral. Such an attitude,instead of he)ping 
to understand the facts, would only lead to a distorted 
way of seeing them. So what I am presenting is rather the 
medi tation of someone who has wi tnessed what went on through 
being at the heart of it and following it from the inside. 

The CLCfs are, above all, a community of persons u­
nited with one another by the call of the Lord to dedicate 
'themselves as lay people to the work of the Kingdom. This 
creates close and intimate bonds of friendship and service. 
May these pages pass on something of this life which is so 
characteristic of CLG groups. and which was ,so clearly and 
vigorously in evidence at Providence. 

* * * 
* * 
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ORIGINS OF THE WORLD COMMUNITY 





I 


ROME'79 

On the 8th of September, 1979, the feast of the Na­
tivity of Our Lady and the 25th anniversaryo£ the,World 
Federation of the Christian Life Communities, Hildegard 
Ehrtmann, Vice-President of the CLC's, officially opened 
the VIIIth General Assembly of this Federation. The meet­
ing took place at Villa Ca.valletti, in the hills just out­
s ide Rome, and so has become known as "Rome' 79" . 

The theme of the meeting comprised basically three 
points: 

1) Close attention to and a deeper understanding of, the 
charism and special mission of the CLC' s; 2) an analysis of 

'the CLC reality today; 3) a d~liberationon the question ­
"Should we n.ow activelY:6,tltive:to became a UJoJtld Cqmmun.i:ty?" 

On September 9th, the delegates of the Assembly were 
received by the Holy Father at Castelgandolfo. Reading 
from a prepared text, the Pope showed his interest in the 
theme - "A Woltld Commun.i:ty a:t :the J..eltvice an on.e woJtld." 
And he added - "We mUJ..:t bltea" ou:t on :the n.altltow llmi:tJ..on 
J..eln-cen.:tltedn.eJ.,J." queJ.,:tlon.in.g OUIt lineJ..:tyle in. oltdeJt:to J..ee 
in. wha:tway i:t nailJ.. :to lteJ..pon.d :to God'J.. call :to live a:6 
:the on.e human. namily on whic.h wealte all membeltJ.., an.d :tlty­
in.g :to diJ.. celtn. :the J..piltLtual an.d ma:te.ltial n.eedJ.. £) n oult bJto:th 
eM and J..iJ..:teM :thltoughou:t :the woltld :tha:t Itequ;[lte oult aJ..-=­
J..iJ..:tan.ce ".' 

The first two days were given to the study of the 
first point of the theme, helped by a conference from John 
Reilly S.J. From the, afternoon of the 12th to the 15th, 
the Assembly studied the second point of the theme - the 
present state of-the CLC's throughout the world and the 
calls and the needs of the world today. The conference of 
Father Arrupe on the 13th was very enlightening. It was 
centred on service - more precisely, on a "be:t:telt J..eltvice" 
- as expressed by the mind of Ignatius, drawing from that 
what should be the service of theCLC's in the. world: 
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"Th£l.l, . then, il.l YO.ull l.lekviee to the wOllld- .atho.ko ug h, 
inte£.£..i,gent, uMemitting lay apOl.lto£.ate,whieh. mOl.lt l.lUlle£'y 
pJtel.luPPPl.lel.l an intellioll l£6e no £.eu £ntenJ.,e, b!te£.£.£gent 
and eonl.ltant". A new 'service, truly lay, which draws its 
inspiration from the orientations proposed by Vatican II 
and deepens them. A service which gives special attention 
to the four fundamental areas of life - family, profes­
,sional, socio-civic and political, the Church. 

To shed light on the grave problems cif oUr world to­
day was the theme ofa conference- presented by Michael 
Campbell-Johnston S.J • First of all he gave facts, then he 
analysed the llleaningof them and finally he suggested some 
possible courses of action in the light of such an analy­
sis, while drawing some conclusions. 

The third point of the Assembly's theme, the call to 
form a World Community, took up the last three days. It 
was examined in a spirit of and according to a method of 
authentic discernment. 

The vote on this central orientation for the future 
took place on the morning of the 17th. Hildegard opened the 
proceedings with the song, "Noul.l ehantellOnl.l POUll to£, Se£­
gneull." After some doubts had been clarified," the 35 offi­
cially affiliated Federations and the1members of the Exec­
utive Council gave their vote in writing. These were ga'­
thered up and counted. The result,was: 

YES : 23 NO : 7 ABSTENTIONS : 6 

Joel Tabora S.J., faithful chronicler of Rome'19, de­
scribed the atmosphere at that moment in the following words : 

"Thelle wal.l l.lomethiitg 06 a l.ltunnedl.l£lenee a6tell the 
voting. The Genellat AI.;l.l emb£.y wal.l I.; ay£ng yel.l. It WaJ.J a 
e£.eall yel.;, but il waJ.Ja humb£.e yu ,uttelled not w£thout 
llU ellvationand 6eall. The mom.entallYI.;i.l(!.nee aeknow£.edE. 
ed that. Then eame the applaul.;e. Theneamethel.;ong. 
It wal.l the moment 06 WOll£.d Community. A moment 06 joy. 
And lle6£.eet£on. 

A6tell a blleak, the l.lmal£. glloUPI.; met 60llthe £.al.lt t£me 
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1.n th1.J.! G~neJLa£. AM embly. The1.Jt tcu. k waJ.!to bJta1.n¢tOlLm 
60ft mean:6 tlJ.! to how the yeJ.! 06 the body could be, 
beJ.!t caJtJti.e,d out. The1.Jt J.!uggeJ.!t1.oYlJ.! weJte to be J.!ubm1.t 
ted 1.n wJt1.t1.ng to the Execut1.ve Counc1.l, and J.!haJted 
veJtbally with the AJ.!J.!embly at the plenaJty J.!eJ.!J.!1.on at 
11.45 that moJtn1.ng./1 

(Progressio September-November, 1979 p. 73). 


These li ttle groups produced 40 pages of reflections 
on the consequences of, their contributions to and the ex­
pectations. of being a World Community. We will come back 
to this later on in the work. 

PROVIDENCE' 82 

The 9th General Assembly of the World Federation of 
the Christian Life Communities took place from August 26 
to September 6 on the magnificent property of the diocesan 
seminary of Our Lady of Providence. 

On this occasion, it was the name of the place - not, 
as at Rome,the date of opening - which marked the presence 
of Mary in the unfolding and the discerning of the signs 
of the. Spirit throu&hout the Assembly. 

Providence followed a process of discernment in three. 
stag'Els, similar·to what had been followed at Rome in 1979. 
The central theme was also the same. The formula approved 
at Rome - "should we now ac)tively J.!tJti.ve to become a Woud 
Commun1.ty? "- was briefly rephrased to make clear that i t;was 
very much a question of an invitation from the Lord. The 
wording ran - "Vo we6eet called~now, to, become a wOJtld 
Commun1.tq?" . 

On September 1st, when the protess-guide,Eddie MeI'cie 
ca S.J., put the question to the Assembly, so· that each de-=­
legation~ through a secret vote, could express how it felt, 
the response was: 

YES : 37 NO o ABSTENTIONS: 2 
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The result was practically total unanimity; ..thetwo 
absteritions were due to reasons and ci rcumstarices readiLy 
understandable. 

As at Rome, the vote was followed by a markedly joy­
ful applause: 37 delegations. in a process of listening to 
the Lord, declared that. they felt calledtotay. to become a 
World Community. After a time of joyful s aring, we all 
went to celebrate 'the Eucharist. The celebration was pre­
sided over by Patrick O'Sullivan S.J., vice-ecclesiastical 
world assistant, known to the participants under the sim­
ple name of Pat. On the altar ~as a little statue of Our 
Lady of the Apparition, from Brasil. 

The participants felt united by a deep feeling of 
communion, peace and joy : communion with God the Father, 
with Christ, in Love; communion among all those present; 
communion with CLC members throughout the whole world; 
communion with the Pope and the Universal Church. 

Once again, these feelings expressed themselves in a 
song to the Mother of us all: 

"Though aome aay no~hing can be changed 
Mgh~ 60ft a new woltld, Mgh.t 60lt ~he ~ltu~h .dr 

This communion in love and joy also took the form of 
being sent, of a mission, to form a CLC World Community 
through working foranew world, united with so many'oth­
ers, in a generous response 'to Christ calling Us t·o build 
the Kingdom .• 

The following day was a break day ~ more than wel­
come. 'Apart from the time devoted t() the elections of new 
members of the Executive Council, the following days were 
given to exchanging ideas on the implementation of the de­
cision taken. The way of approaching this and the proposi­
tions put forward did not differ very much from what took 
place at Rome'79. 
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WHY· PROVIDENCE? 

What has been said so far shows that Providence, ex­
cept for the result of the vote which expressed what the 
delegates were feeling, was, as it were, a repetition of 
the Assembly at Rome. 

Feeling this beforehand, some already wondered about 
returning to the theme of World Community. Would not this· 
be a waste of time and energy, returning to a point al­
ready approved~ for all practical purposes? Would it not 
be better for the 9th Assembly to take up a .more concrete 
theme and to see how to realise, de facto, the World Com­
munity? 

This leads us to reflect more carefully on the reason 
for Providence. But to do this, we mus~ return, at greater 
depth~ to the theme of World Community, as from Rom~'79. 

THE FRUIT OF ROME'79: THE WORLD COMMUNIT,Y 

Rome'79 took-a decisive step in deepening the CLC 
charism in r~gard to its mission and service. The decision 
to strive actively henceforth to become a World Community 
is the consequence of this step. 

The process of the development of the eLC f s up to the 
point of being a World Community is a gift of the Spirit. 
His power, which ever renews, works towards unity. It is 
this. impulse of the Spirit which, in the last analysis, 
animates the building of the World Community. 

On the other hand, the Spirit of Christ acts in pur 
human reality and is marked by historical, concrete. condi­
tions that can become motives and reasons for what we do. 

While respecting the mysterious gratuity of the Spir~ 
it in the development of the CLC's, we can investigate to­
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day the. factors most influenced the Assembly of Rome 
'79 in wanting to in lhe directio~ ofa Woyld Com~ 
munity. To th is end, we. wi 11 dr aw on the White Book, Rome 
'79,which contains the Acts of everything that·took place. 

In 20 pages, we are presented with 183 '!lLeMOn.6 601L", 
among which, obviously, there are a number of repetitions. 
It is instructive to compare them with the "lLea.6on.6 a­
ga-in.6-t" (16 pages of l~O reasons some of which also repeat 
themselves}. . 

The long list of ,i lLea.6on.6 aga-iIt.6-t" - which Pat O'Sul­
livan S.J. compared to a reading from the Book of Lamenta.",; 
tions-reflects and especially shows the fears and the risks 
which flow from the weaknesses in the present reality of 
the CLC's. 

The "lLea.601t.6 601L", on the contrary, are characterised 
by the desire to promote k World Community inspired by 
revelation, the Ignatian charism and the needs of the 
Church and the modern world. Of the 183 "lLea.6olt.6 601L",only 
21 are inspired by consid~rations arising out of the 
de facto situation of the CLC·s. 

In the light of the rules for dis cernment in the Ex­
ercises, it clearly appears that the "lLea.6on.6(1.ga-in.6-t" are 
more influenced by a state of desolation (Sp~ Ex. 317) ­
" • •• dalLkneM 06.6 0ut ••• tead-ing -to wan-t 06 6a-i-th . and 
hope •• • i., for " (-the) chalLac-telL-i.6-t-ic 06 -the ev-it Sp-iIL-i-t 
(-i.61 ... -to a66t-ic-t w-i-th .6adlteu and -to lLa-i.6e ob.6-tacte.6 •• " 
(Sp.Ex.315). Although looking for "lLea.60n.6 aga-in.6-t" 1s an 
important step in the process, this only partially ex­
plains the extent and the depth of the fears expressed. It 
is true that there are "lLea.60n.6 aga-in.6-t" which express real 
and important problems. But the overall picture painted is 
excessively black and does not reflect what is char*cter­
istic of the Spirit of the Lord, which is "... -tog-ive COUll 
age and .6-tlLeng-th ••• -i1t.6p-ilLa-t-iOI1,.6 and peace.. .by lLemov-ing 
att ob!.l-tacte.6 .60 -tha-t -the !.lout goe!.l 60itwaILd -indo-<:.ng good." 
(Sp. Ex. 315). 
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THE SIMPLE FACTS . .. 

The "Jtea-6on-6 60Jt"., \vhich are ins~pired by a considera­
tion of the de fa~to situation, have considerable value 
to the extent that they indicate what - as a simple matter 
of fact -, the Spirit is achieving in the CLC's. St. Igna­
tius often used to say that we experience God in the pres­
ent, whereas the devil 'tempts us with what might happen to 
us in the future. He learnt this himself through personal 
experience when, at the beginning of his life as a peni­
tent at Manr~sa the thought came to him - "And how w.[llljou 
be able tol.[ve thL6Mfi..t 06 l'[ 6e ooJt the next -6 eventlj 
ljeaJt.6?" (Autobiography, no. 20) • 

The reasons based on already existing facts highlight 
the following points: ­

- "We· 6ett that theJte wa.6 a aeep de.6.[Jt.e 60Jt a WOJtldCom 
mun.[tlj". (E 4/3)*. "16 the quut.[on aJt.[-6u I'l.OW~ that .[.6 be 
caMe theJte .[.6 a 6e.t.t need". (F 2/5) .• 

- "We aJte on the ~ay to become a woJtldcommun.[tlj al­
Jteadlj and .60 we -6hould 6UJttheJt th.[-6." (E 2/21, 22, 24;E 4/ 
3,5;F 1/10,13; F 3/17). "The -6e.e.d-6 aJte alJteadlj gJtow-<~ng·." 
(F 1/11). 

-"We .6hould continue. on the walj we. have alJte.adg begun 
towaJtd.6 a WoJtldCommun.[tlj"(E 2/21,24; F-l/l0,13; F 3/17). 

- "FoJt 25 yeaJt-6 we have. been tJtlj.t.ng to"become.'a un.[on 
06 heati-6and m.[nd.6." (E 3/1); "Vu, be.cau-6e the gJtound we 
have eo veJr.ed ha.6 no .mean.[lig unle.6 /.I it le.ad-6 to th.[.6 .6 tep. " 
(F 1/13). 

- "We 6elt that a WOJtld Commuit.i'ty would be. .6.[mpllj.6 UJt­
Ji.endeJi...£ng to what the. LoJtd .[.6 alJteadlj do.[ng bl. the {lJoJtld Fe 
de.JtaUol1.." (E 4/5). 

* 	The A.6.6embllj woJtked .[n .6mall language gJtoup.6-Engl.[.6h{E); 
fJteneh If) and Span.[.6h (SI. The. 6.[~-6t numeJtal g.[ve.6 the 
numbeJt 06 the language gJtoup,and the..6e.eondnume,ltal g.[ve..6 
the numbeJt 06 the. JteaMn a.6 the..6eaJte. l.[.6te.d.[nth'eWh'[te 
Book, R.ome'79. We. 60llQW heJte the. Engl.[.6h e.d.[t.[on wh.[eh 
doe.6 not alwalj-6 60llow the l.[te.Jtal wGJr.d:ing 06 the oJt.[g.[­
/'!.al {f OJt SI. but neve.Jttheleu.[.6 6a'[th6ul to'[t-6-6p.[Jt'[t. 
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- "The whole CLC el1teJtpltif.. e leadf.. to e.ommfJ.i1-ity 60ltbe5:, 
telt f..eltv-ie.e"'. (F 1/1). 

-"YofJ.n,9 people have glteat expee.tat-ionf.. {Olt -it." 

(F 2/17). 


"The J!.ltef..ent moment f..eemf.. to bea {avoultable ol1e 60lt 
fJ.f.. " • (F 3/6)., ' 

- "We alte allteady a e.ommfJ.n-ity 06 peltf..on.6.We mfJ.f..t name 
the e.ommfJ.n.A:.ty we have";' (F 1/7; E 2/21, 22, 24; E 6/10). 

In conclusion, olie group notes that the evolution to­
wards a World Community is already manifest and that we 
should accept it, not with resignation but pbsitively and 
~ith joy (F 3/17). Another Spanish group - with a realism 
worthy of Sancho Panza - notes that, "Mo4.t 0 6 the pltoblemf.. 
e.one.eltn-ing a Woltld CommfJ.n-ity f..eem to be allteady pltef..ent -in 
the 6edeltat-ion. So the e.hange towaltdf.. a Woltld CommfJ.n-ity 
e.ofJ.ld onty be advantageofJ.f.. if. (S 1/18). 

FROM THE SOURCES OF OUR FAITH 

The "lteaf..OM 60lt" a World Community frequently make an 
anT)ealto the fundamental realities of our faith and of our 
Christian experience: a Triune God, Jesus Christ and His 
desires, the Church. 

"The e.o mmun-ity lte 6lee.tf.. th e 6amlly 06 Go d bette!L; Go d 
-if.. ~ommun-ity" (Fl/6). "Commun-ion -if.. the f..-ign 06 the plte­
f.. ene.e 06 God ... The molte we alte -in e.ommun-ion, the nealtelt we 
w-ill be to God". (F 2/15). " ... a e.ommun.-ity -if.. ~olte the -im­
age 06 the Tlt-in-ity". (F 3/25) . Also, "WolLR..d Commun-ity-if..a 
e.hallenge ... -it -if.. l-ike a e.all 6ltom God" (E 6/1); "It if., a 
4.-ign. a 6 hope" (S 1/19) which impels us to seek " .. -. glteatelt 
un-ity, -in.telte.hange, -in.telte.ommun-ie.at-ion - wh-ie.h -if.. the lteal 
mean-in.g 06 e.ommun-ity". (S 3/10). 

This call from God to form a World Community responds 
to the deepest desires of Christ that we may be one, as He 
and the Father are one '(E 5/4; S3/5; F 3/3) .The World Com 
muni ty "wo uld f., tlteM a e.ommo n. human.-ityiYl: Chlt-i.f.. t" (E, 1/1); 
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it marks our reai unity in Him (E 2/20) . It is the best way 
to re.spond'to the constant appeal of Christ in the Gospel-
an appeal for union among brothers and sisters (E 4/l;E ,3/ 
5 ; S 2/13) • 

The union to which the ,World Community aspires will 
strengthen our service' (E 3/3 ,4), will help to hreak down, 
the barriers of separation (S 1/5: allusion to Eph. 2/14), 
and will mean coming closer to the union St. paul character 
ises by the image of the Body of Christ (E 5/11). In-this 
way the World Community "will be. a be.tte.Jt in.I.J:tJtume.n.t in. the. 
han.d.6 06 ouJt on.e LoJtd ..• /I (F 3/15) and " •. . the CLC would go 
deepeJt in.to ChJtif>t '.6 miM io n.". (S 1/5). 

, All this is in the direction given by John Paul II in 
his encyclical Re'demptor Hominis (E 3/9). To realise this 
task we should count on "the. g161 06 the Holy SpiJtit (whic.hl 
if> given. to u.6 abun.dan.tlyan.d without mea.6uJte.. A WOJtld Com 
mun.ity ..• would be a mOJte peJt6ec.tte.6t-imon.y o6whatthegi'6't 
06 the SpiJtit if>". (S 1/9). 

The des ires of the Church follow those of Christ. Be­
ing,more centred on Christ, a World Community " ...would ex 
pJteM oe.t:t:ieJtthe. ChuJtc.h'f> un.J:.veJtMLlity" . .(F2/l0) .The Church-:­
in fact. " ... ha.6 a.on..6tan.tly c.alled U/.) ':to global :Jte.6pon.f>ibJ:.l 
ity." (E 5/16).' ­

At the heart of a necessary tensio~which exists in 
the Church between centralisation on the one hand and de­
centralisation and pluralism on the other hand, the World 
Communi ty would be a force to strengthen unity (E, 7/ 9). 
Moreover, just as in the universal Church there are world­
wide orders and congregations, why could not a movement of 
lay people also be universal?(E 1/2). It would be of great 
significance in a world and Church that suffer from divi­
sions ,(E 5/5). 

For theCLC IS this " .. •would mean. a gJtGwth in. fiai1:h to 
f>e.e ;ouJtf>elvef> an.d to 6eel ouJtf>elve.6 tJtuly membe.Jt.6 06 a .6in. 
gle peopl,e, the Pe.opte 06 God, a.n.d n.ot just me.mbe.M 06' a 
c.ouY/:tJty oJt Jtegion.". (F 2/3). In .this way we would he encour 
aged " ... to f>eJtve. the. ChuJtc.h a.n.d people. even.-<::n. f>malt pJto~ 
poJttion..6." eE 3/3) .. 
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"; . • th.e woJtldtoday . .. need.5the witne.5.5on a communi­
ty 06lo ve thattJtan.5 eend.5 ai;t baJtJUeJt.5." TheWorldCommu~ 
nity could render this service to the world. (E 4/4). 

Finally. the role of the Roman Pontiff to be the rock 
of the one Church (F 3/11) and the principle of· its unity. 
impels us towards a World Community (F 2/16). To be' added 
to this is the concrete fact that John Pal:l1 II lion the 6i.Jt.5t 
day 0 n thi.5 Au embly. .. enco uJtaged thi.5 line 00.5 eaJtch. " 
(F 3/18). 

IN A WORLD OF GROWING UNITY 

The awareness that the world aspires to and is moving 
towards a greater unity had considerable influence on the 
decision at Rome to go towards a World Community. 

"The wOJtld i.5 moving clo.5eJt togetheJt; could it be ouJt 
mi.5.5ion to .5how the way? To 6oJte~ee and 6ace PJtoblem~?" 
(E 5/3). Similar ideas appeared in other groups: H •• • in the 

.~ eculaJt woJtld, mOJte and mOJte ~ haJting, mOJte and mo Jte they get 
togetheJt." (E 1/4; E'6/3; S 3/1; F l/S;F 2/2; F 3/12). 

On the other hand. it is quite evident that in its 
quest for a greater unity, the secular world comes up a­
gainst obstacles and encounters constant contradictions 
and delays: "the woJtldi~ divided andithuJtt~ •• ~" (E 6/3);
" ••• 60Jtce~ 06 di~peMion and divi~ion aJte at wOJtk. in it •• " 
(F 3/16); "countltie4 communicate with one anotheJt to g;[ve 
mutual aid, but JtaJtely ooJt puJtely ~el6le4~ Jtea~on~. Almo~t 
alway~ theJte aJte undeJtlying political inteJte~t~." (F 2/2). 

The World Community of the CLC's " ... could ·help'con.lt 
tltibute genuine love to ~uch exchange~. That would give an 
example to the ~eculaJt woJtld." (F 2/2). To the spiritofBa 
bel we mUst oppose the Spirit of Pentecost (F3/16). ~ "The 
wOJttd hd4 need 06 model~ - Jteali~t~c modet~. 16 wewi~h to 
~ et up aWoJttd Community, the paJtticuiaJt 60Jtm it tak.e~ mU.5t 
deaJtly embody the ~haJtbtg 06 good~. Thilt i~ a ~ign to which 
the wOJtld 06 today i4 veJty 4en~itive. /I (F3/S). 
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FOR A BETTER SERVICE 

The desire to form a World Community is .born of the 
desire to be more deeply involved in the mission of Christ 
(S 1/5), to serve better (E 3/3,4). 

This idea of a better service I, preseht in and in­
spiles all the reasons for a World Community. This is re­
peatedin a number of different terms from different points 
of view and in all sorts of different ways. 

,It is very difficult to classify all these fully and 
clearly. Quite definitively.service - or rather, ~a bttteft 
u .. ftv-ic.e fI - the driving force behind the move to a World 
Community. 

Let us be content in this paragraph to underline some 
of the richest and most varied aspects of service that,the 
CLC's wish to render through setting themselves up as a 
World Community. 

Some consider that the CLC'$ have not insisted enough 
on mission and service" (E 2/17), through 1iving a spiri tu­
ality that is too closed or too individualistic (E 2/l8).A 
World Community would help overcome this. 

One of the first benefits would be to give a more uni 
versal vision (E 1/5). creating the possibility of seeing 
local problems from a universal perspective (S 3/4). This 
would open us to the needs and to the calls o~ the whole 
world and every country (F 2/9, 10; E 2/11). 

Behind this preoccupation for a greater universal~t:y, 
we find the Ignatian principle: "the mofte univeMat i-6 the 
mofte div-ine". (S 1/4; cf. Constitutions of the Society of 
Jesus, 622). 

From this movement, this impulse, towards the more 
universal there is an expectation of greater vigour in 
serving better "the Chultc.hand t:he peo pte even -in -6 matt pit£: 

.,. 23 



po Jtt.[OJlU, " 3/3), on account of a greater :apos.toHc ef~ 
fectiveness. (F 3/1). The World Community wiilbe more ef­
fective in making people see n~edsJ1\ore clearly and how to 
meet them (F 1/2), and will help those belonging to the CLC 
resolve their problems as they carry out their mission(S 1/
14) . . 

In this world, in its search for unity, the World Com­
muni ty- "thJtough c.Jteat.£ng betteJt Jtelat.£on<.· and .£ntegJta;(;-ion on 
the '£n;(;eJtnat,,[onall.e.vel" (S 2/1) - could make a positive con 
tribution through developing a sense of responsibility witK 
regard to international questions(E 6/8; E 7/4]. and through 
seeking to better understand "all c.ategoJt.£e.<. 0 f, l.£6e and all 
d.£66eJtent c.ultuJte<. '.' (E 3/7) .Before a divided world, the World 
Community would be "a moJte e~6ec.t.£ve w.£tne<.<. 06 love and 
un.£ty". (E 7/5). 

The movement towards a greater universality could make 
a· speci~l c<;>ntribution in the fields of ecumenism (F 3/2), 
evange11sat10n, help for Second World countries(F 2/9) and, 
even more especially,in the efforts being made to promote 
the full liberatio~ of man, a greater justice and equity, 
and a "betteJt <.eJtv.-tee to the pooJt, w.£th ChJt.£<.t pooJt." (S 1/
7; 2/3; F 2/10; 3/5,7,8,10). 

THE JOY OF SHARING TOGETHER, IN A FAMILY 

From the World Community one would expect "a elo<.eJt 
<.en<.e 06 bJtotheJthood" {E 2/2), "a <.tJtongeJt bond 06 c.ommun.£­
ty" (E 5/6) and "<.ol.£daJt.£ty" (E 2/4). "G~d de<..£Jte<. a wOJtld 
06 equal'£ty, l.£ke a 6am.£ly, wheJte all Live a<. bJtotheJt<. and 
<..£<. teJt<.." (S 1/16). 

A World Community would oblige people to. delve more 
deeply into the meaning of what it is to be a community (E 
2/9), would sharpen "OUJt <.en<..£t.£v.£ty to eaeh otheJt'<. need<." 
(E 2/5) ,and "would help u<. d'£<.c.ove.Jt betteJt the Jt.£ehneM that 
.£<. o6ten h.£dde.n .£11 eaeh one 06 u<.." (E 2/7). 

The road leading to this goal is not easy because, 
even at the level of National· Federations, this community
spirit is still lacking (E 2/16) and people have their 
prejudices (E 2/6), and unnec~ssary conflicts (E 5/15). 

24 ­

http:d'�<.c.ove.Jt


The World Community is'~ real challenge to National Federa 
ticns to create solid bonds of.community (E 5/7; 6/2;7/2); 
"601t l.Iome, it might be the I.IPUIt to 60ltm Iteal, living commun 
lUel.l in thellt own countltlel.l." (E 3/6). ­

What would we like to share together at the heart of 
this family of the World Community? 

In the first place, the joy. of brotherhood and equal­
ity that God gives us in Christ (5 1/16). To use the vo­
cabulary of the first christian communities, we want to 
livekoi:rio:riia (fellowship), with all the richness and plu­
ralism that term evokes (F 3/14). A federation is more 
concerned with structures (F 3/14, 24), organisation 
(5 1/12), while" ... a community ll.l molte c.onceltned with 
peltl.loY/.I.I " (F 3/24). 1/ ••• 1.1 halting; liolnoYi.,[a, ll.l a cOMtltu~ 
tlve paltt 06 communlty,wheltea.6 in oult 'Fedeltatlon it L6. 
,f,omethlng pultely optional" (F 3/14). In addition, a com­
munity would require greater openness (5 1/12). 

As .has already been said, 'a community does not live 
for itselfbut for a better service, responding to the 
call, of the Kingdom. This ,service requires that. we disc:ern 
the voices of the people, urgent needs and possibilities.A 
more open discernment, thanks to an exposure to the mani­
fold aspects of reality, is a second element, of prime im­
portance,that the choice made at Rome in 1979 can bring to 
the CLC's. 

The World Community would make fora better realisa­
tion of this discernment, for several reasons. First of 
all, 1/it wo uld biting to gethelt molte the lntegltatlng 6actoltl.l 
06 oult communltlel.l, ,f,lnce all could have a common expeltl­
ence" (5 2/5), and help towards a common vision (E 6/4) .In , 
the second place, it would foster an active indifference ­
always necessary for a good discernment - through interest 
ing CLC members in realities beyond their frontiers (5 2/6}-: 
Thirdly, it would create an attitude of generosity in the 
faith,opposed to all egoism (F 2/11). In the fourth place, 
"6eellng and being a woltld community helpl.l ul.l to .6ee the 
tltue plt&polttlon,f, 06 OM naUonal pltobleml.l"(E'3/2). Fifthly, 
"all movementl.l need a challen.ge and an J.,deal" (E 5/1) to go 
out of themselves and to be free to serv.e. This "ldeal ll.l 
like a .6talt in the -?ky; we cannot catch it, but it cllYl.lead 
ull fioltwaltd" (E 5/13), which con~ti tutes a vi tal support for 
discernment itself. 
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For achieving a deeper sensitivity to the needs of 
others (E 2/5), the World Community would provide a greater 
mutual support (E 2/4). This support and this reciprocal un 
ion increase our strength (S3/2) and are espe.ciallY neces 
sary in the struggle for a more just world (S 3/12) ."Thelte 
would be glteaA:elt un-ion -in :the 6acli 06 commonpltobl_em.t. and 
enem-ie.t." (S 2/7). 

Among the different ways of sharing together - apart 
from those already noted -. mention was made of exchanging 
personnel,formation programs and of financial help (E 2/3, 
12). With regard to this last point, it was pointed out 
":the woltld'.t. -inequal-itie.t. alM man-i 6 e.t.:t :them.t. elve.t. w-i:th-in 
:the wo ud Fedeltatio n. So le:t u.t. beg-in .b y en.t. ult-ing :the mo.t.:t 
e66ective .t.halt-ing amongoult.t.elve.t.. Then we .t.hall be able 
:to .t.peak :to :the wOJtld 06 wha:t oult l-i6e-i.t. - a l-iv-ing w-it­
ne.t..t." (F 3/l4}. This calls for a commitment from each per­
son (E 6/5). 

To move towards becoming a World Community would have 
two further consequences - the fruit of a greater and more 
universal sense of community, for a better service. On one 
side, " ... when electionf.. OCCUlt, :the molte compe:ten:t would 
be cho.t.en; :thelte would be le.&.& COnceltn :to choo.t.e people by 
Iteg;(on" (F 2/4). From the point of view of government, the 
World Community would give the Executive Council the possi 
bility of acting with more effectiveness in the countries 
which have more need of help (F 2/14: we are following here 
the spirit rather than the letter of what waS said). 

Finally, a World Community would make it much easier 
to iI).corporate on a world level those who canno.t federate 
(F 2/13). 

FAITHFUL TO THE CALL OF CHRIST 
WITHIN THE CLC CHARISM 

This way of Ii fe. which seeks a better service , by
lay people, of the Church and the world, demands of tpe. 
members of the CLC that they give themselves generously to 
Christ and that they prepare themselves seriously, in ac­
cordance with theircharism which is inspired by the Spir­
itual Exercises (E 1/5; 4/2; F 3/4). 
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The World Community would not lessen but rather ·en­
hance this:"quality and quantity 06 me.mbQ..f[.J.:.hip would be. e.m 
phaJ.:.iJ.:.e.d" {E 5/8); "i..t would 60J.:.te.f[. a J.:.;t;f[.ong de.gf[.e.e. 06 eam 
mi..tme.nt a.mong a.ll" (E 5/9); " .•• i..t would be. a mMe. pe.f[.6e.et 
te.J.:.timony 06 whatthe gi..6;t 06 the. Spi..f[.i..t i..J.:." (S 1/9) ;" . •i..t 
might he.lp the. i..ndi..vidual me.mbe.M i..n that a.ni..ve.f[.J.:.al vi..J.:.i..on. 
The. me.mbe.f[.J.:. . wi..ll be.e.;Mi..ahe.d, will be. he.lpe.d to be. mof[.e. 
a ut- goi..ng, mof[.e. f[.e.ady to tak.e. up mi..J.:.J.:.io nand J.:. e.Jtviee. i..n thi..J.:. 
WOf[.ld Communi..ty" (E 1/5); "i .. it ean bf[.i..ng out the. be.J.:.t in 
pe.ople." (E 6/4); it would foster "a eommone.xpe.f[.i..e.n,ee." (S 
2/5) . 

To move towards World Community is an act 'of faith (F 
2/11). a response to the call o£ the Lord.In the last an~l 
ysis, it is aiming at a goal which " •.• might be. ane.neouk 
age.ment to J.:.ti..mulate. OUf[. eommuni..ti..e.J.:. to be. mof[.e. pe.f[.6e.et i..n 
the.iJ(. lovi..ng" (S 3/11) .Itis a change of structure which 
"eonee.f[.nJ.:. the. J.:.pi..titual li..6e." (F 1/3). The spiritual life 
of the members of a CLC World Community would be enriched. 
one would hope, "thf[.ough J.:.haf[.i..ng bl. the. J.:.pi..f[.ituaLtti..e.J.:. 06 
the. vaf[.i..ouJ.:. eonti..nentJ.:." (8 2/8). 

To live in community and in World Community " .•. eom­
mi..tJ.:. IL6 to a li..6e. i..n eommon and a voc.ation whi..eh pe.ne­
tf[.ate.J.:. the. depth 06 0uf[. b e.i..ng, aU aUf[. li.. 6e." (8 1/10). As 
well as being a help, a World COlnr.mni tywould also be a 
challenge. for some of us (F 1/8). which would oblige us to 
overCome our egoism (F 2/11; 3/13); our hesitations and our 
fears with regard to commitment (F 2/12). "Ina c.ommuni..ty 
we no longef[. J.:.e.e.k. OUf[. pe.f[.J.:.onal advantage. but God'J.:. wi..ll"(F 
3/9). 

This call to a Wotld Community expresses more authen­
tically the CLC charism (E 7/1) which, inspired by the Ex­
ercises(the meditation on the Kingdom), carries " .. ..a vef[.y 
eleaf[. aJ.:. p~et a 6 uni ve.liJ.:. a.lit y" (E 1/5) • 

The World Community • with all that it implies, is seen 
both as " •. . the. natuf[.al outeome. 06 -the. e.xpe.tie.nee.on the. 
Spi..!!.itual Exe.f[.uJ.:.e.J.:." (E 4/2)' and as " •. ,a ne.w path t6waf[.dJ.:. 
Mndi..ng the. J.:.pe.ei6ic. ehaf[.aete.f[. 06 the. Ignati..an ehaf[.i..J.:.m ti..v 
e.d bylai..ty" (8 2/2). It would be ."an e.~pf[.e.J.:.J.:.i..on. 06 the. Ii 
natian 'magi..J.:.' i..n OUf[. eommi..tme.nt to othe.f[.J.:." (8 2/11). Ac-­
cording to another fotmula "... OUf[.· I gnati..an .6 pi..f[.i..tuality 
le.adJ.:. IL6 to mi..6.6i..on and to a uni..ve.f[.J.:.al mi.6J.:.i..on., e.xeludi..ng 
no one., whic.h the.f[.e.60f[.e. of[.ie.n.t·J.:. 11..6 towaf[.dJ.:. a WOf[.td Com­
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mun..Lty" (F 2/7). Anothex group sees a World Community as a 
way tha.t is more adapted to thinking ,with the Church (S 3/ 
9) • 

The strongly eucharistic' character of Ignatian spir­
ituality (F 3/22), just like the importance Ignatius gives 
to unity as a sign of the work of God (F 3/12); both point 
in the direction of a World Community. 

EVALUATION OF ROME' 79 

The exposition we have just giv~n helps us grasp the 
considerable importance of Rome I 79 ln the ,movement to­
wards a World Community. The balance-sheet is extremely pos 
itive, although we have not spoken of other factors from 
this Assembly which complement what has been said. I ,am think 
ing especially of the "/te.a.6 011.6 aga,.tI1.6.:t" - which I have al-=­
ready alluded to - some of which should be borne in mind to 
prevent a future World Community from floundering. The "c.on. 
.6e.que.I1c.e..6" and "e.x.pe.c..:ta;t,.[ol1.6" are also equally valuable in 
filling out the profile of what a World Comlnuni ty might look 
like. Together wi ththe reports gathered at Providence, these 
contributions from Rome will serve as a basis for our fourth 
chap'ter which, drawing on them, will try in this way to de 
termine the approximate features ·of a World Communi ty. :,.. ­

Rome achieved something quite important with regard' 
to discernment. The services of an excellent guide,Dominic 
Maruca S.J., were available for such a process, and also 
what helped very much was the remarkable explanation of Hi! 
degard Ehrtmann in which she outlined the six steps an As-=­
sembly should follow for a true discernment (cf. Rome ' 79, 
English edition, pp. 194-200). To have gathered all this ma 
terial together in the White Book was an exce llent idea. ­

Rome opened for,theCLC's'a road towards World Commun 
i ty ,to serve better a world which, doubtless without know 
ing it, finds only in Christ its true goal and unity. Thii 
move was born of the action of the Spirit of the Lord,made 
manifest 'in concrete signs .Itdrew its inspira.tion from the 
sources of our faith and the Ignatian charism,and it unit 
ed more clos ely all the members of the CLC' s in the samefii' 
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mily spirit and inthe joy of sharing together at different 
levels of intimacy. 

Rome said YES to the World Community but the r6sult 
was not sufficiently unanimous; it fai led by one vote to 
attain a two-thirds majority. This outcome Vas judged in­
sufficient to be regarded as approval for such a fundamen­
tal orientation. 

Moreover, as has already been said, the YES at Rome 
was not free from reservations and fears; reasons for this 
were not lacking. 

In the first place, a good number of those present 
had just taken their first steps and were very young in 
their CLC experience. 

Delegates from certain countries felt that many com­
munities lacked an awareness of their National Federation. 
How could they venture, then, towards a World Community? 

Some delegates had a similar feeling with regard to 
the sense of mission and service in certain communities. 
This moved them to fear a decision implying an attitude 
towards mission and real service which went beyond the 
purely personal. 

In addition to all that there was .a lack of mature 
reflection with regard to certain basic concepts tied up 
in the choice for a World Community - for example, the con 
cept of koinonia with its different levels, the concept or 
SOlidarity, of mission, of lay life-style and spirituality 
(as oppos~d to the spirituality of a secular institute) ,of 
the authority of the Executive Council over the local, na­
tional and regional CLC's. 

Although at Rome the breath of the Spirit was felt 
gently moving towards a World Community, . its hour had not 
yet come, it was not the kairos ..That would be at Provi­
denee . 
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After having studied the contribution of Rome'79 ~ 
as well as its limitations - to the beginnings of .theWorld 
Communi ty, let us now turn to· Providence' 82 to grasp its par 
ticular grace which brought about the birth there of the 
CLC World Community. But to understand this,we cannot pass 
over in silence the three years betwel,;ln the two General As 
semblies. 

FROM 1979 - 1982 

The delegates for Providence received pr'eparatory in­
formation.in abundance. Among the documents received, spe­
'cial mention should be made .of the "Ac.t-£v-£:tlj. RepoJi:t, 1979­
1982" of Jose Gsell, Executive Secretary, .which was com-· 
pleted by.the reports from the 5 Comm~ssions : Formation, 
Mission and Service, Youth, Finance and the Ad Hoc Commis­
sion. 

There is nb need to repeat what is fourid there but 
rather to take up certain lines.of thought and recall one or 
two significant facts, to better understand what li'ving 
itself contributed to th~ decision at ~rovidence. 

The preceding chapter has shown us that the option 
for a-World Community rs a spi ri tual option, inspired by a 
faith which welComes the ,call of God and by the desire for 
the magis: a better service in.the mission.of.Christ,in·the 
Church, for one world. 

,. 
This presupposes a commitment of the CLC's and of 

each one ·of its members. to' respond . in·a more v,ital and 
generous way to the call of Christ, the call to know Him 

.intimately so as to love Him more and follow Him (Sp.Ex. 
104). In .other. words, to know. to love and to follow more 
closely the .\vh·ole Christ ,Head and members. the 'Christ of 
Palestine crucified' and risen who today is born and dies. 
suffers and triumphs ..in the whole Church and in each 'orie 
of its members. 
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cises. The reports given at Providence all agree on this 
point. 

The Exercises - often made according to the 19th anno 
tation retreat - have been 'a source of personal sanctifica 
tion and apostolic vi tali ty for 'individuals and CLC com-=­
munities. And people have discovered there a pedagogy that 
can be applied for different purposes: 

- the life o·f community. prayer. 

- discernment as a permanent attitude to open ourselves to 
. the call of God in all our choices about ourselves, our 
families and our apostolate. 

- interpreting in the Spirit evenU. in the world (cultural., 
poli tical, economic, social and so on), which is a var­
lation on discernment vis-a-vis present events. 

- the pattern in the SurVey on Formation (June 1981l,which 
coVers the differentstages of· the process of development 
in the CLO's. . 

the methodology that is used in holding local meetings, 
national meetings and even General Assemblies of the 
CLC t s. 

- a growing sense of thinking with the Church , the pilgrim 
Church. 

In all these areas people in different situations, in 
different .countries have had very valuable experiences in, 
the course of these .last three years . Perhaps it. is not yet 

. the right time for them to be the object of a systematic 
reflection. In any case, this pedagogy founded on the Ex 
ercises seems full of promise and rich in its fruits. 

To the progre~s already mentioned should be added a 
marked -increase, l.n the course of . these three years, in 
the volume of. communications and reports th.roughout the 
World Federation. Regional meetings ·nave especially con-' 
tributed in this area - Asia, August' 81; Latin America ,Jag 
uary'82; Africa, May'79 and December'8l;annualmeetings in 
Europe. These meetings have united the federations in admi 
ration, friendship and in an exchange of material and per-=­

. spns experienced in the work of formation. 
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The reviewProgressio and the numbers of Projects, of 
a more informative. nature , and the excharige of CLC reviews 
between couritries have strengthened these ties •. 

Though all this is true, the problem. remains, how­
ever, that in many cases this rich network of communica­
tion is limited to the offices of the National Secretar­
iates and is not known to the members' of CLC groups. This 
is a matter that deserves serious consideration. 

The orientations of Augsqurg '73. and Manila '76 on 
lioeration and life-style have been expressed through di­
verse initiatives. The theme of Manila - "PooJr.. w-<.:th ChJr..L6:t 
pooJr.. 60Jr.. a be.:t:te.Jr.. ~e.Jr..v-<'c.e."- has been implemented in almost 
all the Federations through initiatives of evangelisation 
and work on behalf of the most needy. One example: the 
CLC's in Egypt send a certain number of their members to 
have an experience over several months of helping and 
serving the Church of Sudan. Two have remained several 
years and others are getting ready to go-there. 

The effort to create an awareness of the necessity 
for disarmament and international peace has been espe­
cially emphasised by the Federations of the United States, 
Germany and Japan. 

Thomas I. Honahan i.s the CLC delegate at the United Na 
,tions .He is a tireless worker and at this world level where 
government policy is affected, he is involved in such prob 
lem areas as disarmament, development,the North-South dia 
logue, the creation of a new international economic order-;­
changing the mentality of developing countries, etc.; and 
there are many like him in the United States and other coun 
tries. This greater awareness of things to be done on the 
international 'level should also be seen as progress in the 
CLC's. 

The overall impression of the years 1979-1982 is that 
of a time of deepening, . reciprocal communication and of 
expansion. The proper iden.tity of the CLC' s is well enough 
established; there are good orientations in formation in­
spired by the Spiritual Exercises; groups meet with seri'"' 
ousness and a great sense of the Church; the numerous 
presence of young people gives promise of a generation of 
well formed adults in the years to come; the bonds between 
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Federations have grown closer~ there is aCo.ncrete serv­
ice among the most poor ina spirit of identifying with 
Christ poor; and at different levels, efforts 'are made to' 
promote justice and the good news that makes people free. 

These thfeeyears have been fruitful; we can see the 
signs of the help the Lord bas given. However, that does 
not mean that ali is p~rfect and that there is not still a 
lot to be done. From now on; what needs to be done is to 
consolidate what has been achieved and to ODen the CLC's 
more to mission. But more of that later on. What has been 
said shoUld suffice -for recQgnising the help given by the 
Spirit of Life in the animation of the CLC's, and the im­
pact of all that on the decision taken at Providence '82 
on the question of a World Community. 

THEIGNATIAN REPETITION 

The 113 delegates from 44 countries gathered at Prov­
idence were invited - as we have already seen - to review 
the decision taken at Rome. This reyiewing corresponds to 
the practice of th~ Ignatianrepetition during the process 
of discernment. 

We already know the reasons ,..hy Rome was not able to 
arrive at a definitive de.cision concerning the World Commu 
ni ty. There was no ques Honof beginning all over again, as 
though no account was to be taken of what happened at Rome. 
Although a good number of the delegates _at Providence h.ad 
not shared in the spiritual experience of Rome, the two As 
semblies maintained a definite continuity, both because ot 
the presence of quite a number of the same delegates, and 
because of the information shared during the past three years 
and especially through sharing in a common spirit. 

This explains why Providence did not consider it nec­
essary to have a complete new process of discernment, spend­
ing time on interior movements and "fl.eaf.>onf.> 60 fl. " and "a­
gtti.nf.>-t" as had been done at Rome. 

But what does an Ignatian repetition consist in? Be­

38 ­



fore explaining that, it is essential to see clearly the 
place of the 'confirmation' in the process of di~cerriment. 
because the repetiti9u is in function of the confirmation. 

We see clearly in Ignatius' own experience as he was 
convalescing at Loyola that the last point in the process 
of discernment is not the moment when the person experi­
ences interior movements (first step, Autobiography, nn.6­
7), nor the moment when the person interprets where they 
come from (second step, which is often wrongly called di's­
cernment; Ibidem,n.9), but the moment of decision and its 
confirmation by God (third step; Ibidem. nn.9":'10). In the 
conversion of Inigo. it is almost impossible to pin-point 
the moment of his decision. This was a gradual process: 
" ..• he began to thinf<-. .. in what l.Jituation he would do pen­
anc.e"; " •.. then he c.oMidelLed within him/>el6the deI.J,[ILe to 
.[mitate the l.JaintI.J·•.. " (Ibidem. n.g); "..•. andalILeady hiI.J 
paI.Jt imaginingI.J welLe 6,adlng away, and giving plac.e to thll 
holy deI.JiILeI.Jhe pILeI.Jently had" (Ibidem, n. 9). Inigo ar­
rived at his deci~ion without almost realising it. 

But the confirmation of the decision - linked to a vi 
sion of Our Lady' - was clear and definitive', Through this 
vision his holy desires "welLe c.on6ilLmed 60IL him; ".duILing 
"one notable moment he ILec..eived gILeat c.oMolalion and he wa.I.J 
le fit w.[th d'[I.J guI.J t at h:LI.J paI.Jt li6 e, , ," (Ib idem, n .10) • 

, It is interesting to note that Inigo does not attri­
bute the confirmation to the vision of Our Lady (" .•• al­
though he did not daILe a66iILm it.,,"Ibidem. n. 10). but 
to its effects in changing his life: :thILough thiI.J' e6­If ... 

6ec.t one.. c.ould judge that· the viI.Jion had been l.Jomething 
6ILo"l God, "(Ibidem, n. 10). 

The confirmation. then, is the divine guarantee which 
seals a human decision with the grace of the Holy Spirit. 
Its signs are peace,'c1arity, . joy. an increase of .faith, 
gratitude, surrender. a greater desite to serve, 

When. in a community discernment, we look for the 
confirmation of a decisio"n. as at Providence. it ·is im­
porta.nt to note that - in a way similar to the role played 
by the vision of Our Lady in the confirmation of the holy 
desires of Inigo - the confirmation does not necessarily de 
pend on the reasons by. which one has arrived at a particu=.
1ar decision. 
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Once we have seen the determining place.of confirma­
iion in theproc~ss of discerriment, let Us now look.~t the 
repetition and its function in the process. Ignatius ex­
plains it to us in the book of the Eiercises, during the 
First Week (62 and 64) and in the contemplation which the 
retreatant makes in the Second Week (118, '119,120). 

After the retreatant has meditat~d, during the first 
and second exercise of the day, on the theme of sin, Igna­
tius invites him to repeat these two meditations: N • ••• we 
;.,hould pay attentJ..on to and dwell upon tho;.,e point;., b( 
whJ..ch we have expeJtienced gJteateJt con;.,olatJ..on oJt, gJteateJt 
de;.,olation oJt gJteateJt ;.,piJtJ..tual appJteciatJ..on." (62). 

During the fourth exercise, the retreatant is to take 
up what has been repeated in the third exercise - " .. . the 
J..ntellect, without any digJteuJ..on, dJ..V.gently thJ..nk.6 6veJt 
and Jtecall;., the matteJt contemplated J..n the pJteviou.6 exe~ 
ci;.,e.6. The ;.,ame thJtee colloquJ..eJ.. ;.,hould be u;.,ed at the 
clo;.,e." (64). In the same way, Ignatius requires that we 
make repetitions of the contemplations on the mysteries of 
the life of Christ(118~120). 

The point of the repeti tions .- and the summary (64) -is 
)for the retreatant, with much prayer, to let himself be­
come more deeply penetrated by the persons or the things 
meditated or contemplated, so that they become part of the 
retreatant and the stage is reached wher~ the person can 
take things in intuitively, in a way that is completely in 
harmony with his or her emotions and feelings. The repeti­
tion envisages a growing process of interiorisation and, 
familiarity wi thJesus Christ and with the designs of God. 
It is by no means necessary to "di;., couJi;., e" with many ide­
as. The point, rather, is to arrive at the stage of being 
able to become 'centred' on the the~e, with spiritual re1­
ish. . 

Ignatius also proposes this practice of the repeti­
tion in the different ways of making an election. During 
the third time for making a good and sound election, the 
fourth and fifth points in numbers 181'-182 , and the four 
rules mentioned in numbers 184-187 are repetition exer­
cises. 

The two wars of making a choice during the third time 
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(for making a good and sound choice)lead the retreatant to 
present his election to the Lord : "AMen .t.uch a cho,ice on 
dec,i-6,ion.,' the olte who ha.t.made ,it mu!t tunn.w,ith gJieat 
1~,igen.'ce to pJt.ayen ,in. the pne.6en.ce 0& God olin Lond,an.d 
o en Him h,i-6 c.ho,ice that :the V,iv,in.e Maje-6ty mall de,ign. to 
accept an.acon.'fi,inm ,it ,i6 it -i,J, 60ft. H,i-6,gneaten .t.envlce an.d 

. pna,i-6 e." (183). 

The words "w,ith gneat d,il,igen.ce" suggest that this 
nrayer should be repeated several times. ~~at is at stake 
is that, througp prayer, t~e Lord receives and confirms 
the election. The divine confirmation normally makes it­
self felt through the signs of the Spirit already describ­
e~: peace, interior clarity~ joy, surrender, and so on~, 

In line with the pedagogy of the Exercises, which we 
have recalled, Providence adopted .the method of the Igna­
tian repetition as .the most apt means for achieving ,5 ob­
jectives: 

1. That Providence operate in continuity with the spir 
itual grace and the contribution of Rome'79 to' the World 
Community~ 

2. That full account be taken of the Lord speaking 
through the experiences, the successes and the failures of 
the CLC' s over the previous' 3 years. 

3. That, rather than enumerate and weigh the "nea.t.on.-6 
60n" and the "nea-6on.-6 aga,in.-6.t" ,:",which was sufficiently done 
at Rome - an atmosphere be created in.. the· Assembly which, 
would make it easier to hear, through a perception b6th 
sensitive and wise,the call df the Lord with regard to the 
decision to be made. 

4. That the Assembly maintain full liberty - indiffer 
ence - to accept, reject or modify what had been done in 
Rome, if the Lord cle~rly show~d it. . 

5. That peo,ple should pray with great diligence, and 
over and over again so that once a decision be re~ched,the 
Lord confirm this decision that He had placed iIi the hearts 
of the delegates. . 
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.. .AND ITS APPLICATION TQPROVIDENCE 

The process foreseen at Providence fbr this Ignatian 
repetition succeeded in combining an atmosphere of much 
prayer and much work. 

The Eucharist, e.ach time ina different ,language and 
with appropriate songs and arrangements, was the centre 
from which went out and to which converged all the efforts. 
As the H.:6acJtament 06 un1.t y"it was vital in strengthening 
the bonds of personal love in Christ and His mission, which 
alone, ultimately, can explain .the desire to form a World 
Community. 

What also helped in creating the climate of prayer 
were the observations and comments of the process guide. 
On the very day the Assembly opened, Eddie insisted on the 
necessiti of transforming ourselves into "a d1.6ceJtn1.ng 
c.ammun1.ty", which depended mainly on our interior q.ispos,i ­
tions, on this "magnan,[m1.ty and geneJto6,[ty" (Sp. Ex. 5) 
that Ignatius expects of the retreatant who wants to, make 
progress. 

The daily time-table foresaw. special times for per­
sonal prayer ~ a key factor in maintaining this spirit. 

Other initiatives. like the morning prayer that Oriol 
Pujol took charge 6f, and frequent visits to the Blessed 
Sacrament chapel, reinforced this atmosphere. of prayer. 
The peace and serenity of the countryside also played 
their part. 

The repetition as it was unde.rtaken follOlved the fol­
lowing steps: 

1. INFORMATION ON THE WORLD REALITY OF CLC TODAY ............ : .... ...:.-•.•..•...•.•...••.
: 

This began_ with the "Act1.v1.tyRe.poJit.· 1979-1982", . 
presented by Jose Gsell, the Executive Secretary, and the 
presenta.tion of the reports from the diff.erent Commissions 
iti the opening session. . 
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Then. during the next two days •. there was an exchange 
of informatio'n and sharing with regard to the CLC situa 
tion in each country; this was done on the world, the re­
gional . and the national" level. Thanks to an ingenious 
process, practically all the delegates were able to know 
and say something about the more salient points of what 
was happe~ing 'in the CLC's today. 

But it was not only a question of listening to infor­
mation;in a'true atmosphere of discernment. a spirit of 
listening was being fostered and also admiration before 
other ~eople's reality; people dropped their barriers, l~t 
themselves be questioned, each one in his or her own do­
main, thanks to the presence of and contributions' from 
others. . 

The meeting of August 28th . with a rather large group 
of CLC'ers from the United States, Canada and Hexico, to­
gether with the paper of Si.ster Janet Richardson (delegate 
to the United Nations) and its specific orientation,provid 
ed more information and also an opportunity for people to 
widen their horizons. 

It is worth remarking in passing that, during this 
phase given to gathering information, several delegates ­
and maybe quite a few groups from the same region - showed 
little interest in a World Community or even opposition·to 
it.' 

.2. RETREAT VAY ON "THE. KINGDOM" 
====== ========= = ======= 

The goal of th{s day was to prepare people's spirits 
to enter into the theme of the repetition, the call to World 
Community, with a more vital cortta~t with the Lord. with 
greater interior liberty, a disponibility and a sincere de 
sire to seek, to find and to follow through. The sile!fice 
fostered a deeper communication wi th the Lord and among those 
present. Eddie invited us t51 pray "6olt othe.ftJ.>, 60lt othe.1t 
countlt-le.J.> , 601t OUltJ.> e.lve.J.> . a.J" CLC me.mbe.ltJ.> and 601t the. Chultch, 
the. MyJ.>t-lcal Body 06 ChtiJ.>t". ' 

\ 

Providence '82 took as its own the words of Micah, 
6 /,8: "To act jIHti.y, . to lo ve. te.nde.ltly I and to walk. humbly 
w-lth OUIt God 1l 

• These words, Eddie added, invite us "to a 
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gneaten d~:6-tne;to !.lave man, :to .LU.um-tne the wonld w-tth 
Ch~;[l.lt, to c.ollabonate 6nom now on 1..n et>t"abf..-tl.lh-tng the 
Kbigdom. God -t.6 6ull·06I.lu!tpn~el.l; he.tl.l unpned-tc.table. 
Let Ul.l~ot plan H-tl.l ac.t-ton. He doel.l not alldwul.l to -tm~ 
pn-tl.lon ounl.lelvel.l -tn oun ownl-tm-ttationl.l whene we I.lometimel.l 
want to nemain. Let' ul.l I.leanc.h 60lL H-tl.l w-tli w-tth doc.-tl-tty 
and ac.t ac.c.ond-tng to -tt". 

, In ~he points for the -day of retreat on the Kingdom, 
Eddie explained : "To be a c.hn-tl.ltian -tmpl-tel.l a moment 06 
c.onvenl.l-ton when we ac.c.eptthe love and the paJidon 06 God 
expnel.ll.led-tn the wondl.l and l-t6e 06 Chk-tl.lt. But that all.lo 
-tmpl-tel.l an att-ttude 06 I.rekvlc.e, to 60llow Jel.lul.l Chn-tl.lt -tn 
H-tt> m-tu-ton nec.e-tved 6nom the fathen, -tm-ttat-tng H-tl.l I.ltyle 
06 l-t6e and adopt-tng H-tl.l bal.l-tc. c.ho-tc.el.l". 

Then came briefly 6 characteristic points of how Jesus 
lived for the Kingdom: 

- Jesus lived for the mission received from His Father 
and carried it out in a filial spirit. His attitude is to 
tally opposed to a self-imposed mission. "We ane del.lt-tne~ 
to be I.lonl.l and daughtenl.l, bno.thenl.l and I.l-tl.ltenl.l 06 Jel.lul.l 
Chn;{'l.lt, nec.e-tv-tng oun voc.ation to 60llow H-tm. fnom th-tl.l 
6lowl.lpnayen, wh-tc.h opeM ul.l to the fathen, and an att-t­
tude 06 d-tl.lc.ennment and d-tl.lpon-tb-tl-ttlj". 

- Jesus announces the Kingdom of the Father as a gift, 
as an initiative of God and not as the mere work of man. 

- To realise His mission, Jesus becomes incarnate in 
a concrete situation and accepts the limitations that im­
plies. To be called by the Lord means for us to be men 
6f ou~ time, concerned to know the reality and to accept 
the limitations and tensions of our world. 

- Jesus lives and announees the Fathei~ s preference for 
the poor, for those on the ma:rgTil of society. To" put 
ourselves at the service of the mission. of Christ im­
plies for us a preferential option for the poor and thE? 
~arginalised of oyr time. .. 

- Because of His fidelity to the .mission received from 
the Father,Jesus must confront conflicts which lead Him to 
the Cross. "Oun60llow-tng 0 6 Chn1..l.lt all.l 0 -tnvolvel.l I.l u6­
6en-tng, c.on6l-tc.tl.l, dgbig, the c.nol.ll.l. We ane c.alled to a 
pn060und 6needom • . nejec.t-tng both 6eanl.l ,and l-tv-tng out a 
6all.le pac.-t6-tl.lm". . 
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- Jesus does not impose his optiori for the Kingdom of 
God; He invites, He pOts Himsel£ at theserv-ice of others. 
We' are called not to manipulate others but 'tose.rve them.' 

God albne knows how each person received th~ graces 
offered during this day of retreat. In any case, the Word 
of God - more concretely, these points summarised here as 
faithfully as possible - were certainly . a grace, which is 
why it seemed necessary to include them in this account. 

Collectively there was undoubte~ly an atmosphere of 
" 	 deep disponibili ty which culminated 1n a penitential li t ­

urgy, followed. by the Eucharist. There was a feeling of 
peace all around which showed on people's faces and a 
real community joy. 

3. EXCHANGES ON THE CALL TO A WORLV COMMUNITY 
•••••••••• = •• =••• =.=== •• ==.=====.=.====~~ 

As from Monday, August 30th, there began a serious 
process of listening to one another as the delegates met 
in groups' on the world and regional level and by delega­
tion. The focus for the listening was the central question 
for discernment - "Vo we:6eeR. c.a.R.R.ed,now,to bec.ome a.WoJtR.d 
Cammun-i..:ty?" 	 '- ­

Once more it was a question of letting oneself be 
challenged by the voice df the Lord coming through others, 
so as not to close oneself up in one's own little castle. 
In this way orie.would b~ in a better position to seek and 
find the divine 'wi~l. As the process advanced - it lasted 
until September 1st - there' developed a common language and 
a common sentiment. Thus the grace of Rome'79 was reliv:ed 
by the Assembly at Providence, enhanced by the gains, the, 
advances, the hopes' and the,insights . of the last three 
years, together with the difficulties, the fears and the 
failures, real or supposed. This accumulated experience
purified 'and enriched the grace of Rome and also gave a 
gentle push forward. 

For the process of listening to be more realistic and 
concrete, an important factor was introduced, namely the 
'wo'rkshops. The basic idea of these workshops was to ex­
change experiences. and' to work out courses of action in 5 
important areas of CLC spirituality and mission. always 
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asking the ques tibn of how these fitted in wi th a World Com 
muni ty or how they could be helped by it. 

The 5 workshops were : Mission and Service, Thinking 
with the Church, Youth. Married Couples, the Spiritual Ex­
erdsesindaiTa- TI'fe:""' Each one could go to whatever work­
shop he or she esired but it was recommended that members 
of the same delegation choose different workshops. 

Later on we will be presenting the res~lts of the 
work done in the workshops, especially those points that 
more directly-concern the profile and the future moves of 
the World Community. 

4. EXPLANATIONS IN PLENARY SESSION 

On August '31st, the day before the vote, Jose Gsell,­
at the request of the Assembly, presented an orderly and 
complete synthesis of the "1te.a..6011.6 n0Jr," arid·'·a.ga.~I1.6:t1f a 
World Community given at Rome, . and recorded in the "Wh~-te. 
Book". This was an important phase in the process of dis­
cernment as it provided an ·opportunity for reliving and so 
.maintaining continuity with the experience of Villa Caval~ 
letti, both on the level of fears and pit-falls to be avoid 
ed and on the level of challenges and hopes. We already know 
about this, at least as far as the "Jr,e.a..6011.6 n0Jr," are con­
cerned. 

Patrick (vice-world-assista~t for the CLC's) was then 
asked to respond in the Assembly to various anxieties ex­
pressed by some of the delegates. 

The questions asked concerned the difference between 
"Fe.de.Jr,a.-t~ol1" and "COmmlLl1~-trJ", the importance of struc­
tures, the reason fora change of name when it was not at 
all clear that passing to a .World Community implied,bY. that 
very fact, a change in the reality that people were present
ly living. ­

The replies were known to all as they had already
been circulated on a stencilled sheet. 
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- "Fedota.tion" emphasises a,struct'ure; "Commun,Ltlj"empha 
sises an attitude of unity and solidarity springing from a 
common source (The Spiritual Exercises). 

- The word '''CommunLtlj'' seems to express more aptly the 
CLC world reality - a growing attitude of unity and Solidar 
ity between Federations, as witnessed in mutual help,common 
courses, personal contacts. 

- To the third question - why change the name if a change 
in the reality was not immediately foreseen - Pat replied 
that names were' important: what we call ourselves and what 
tithers call us influence our way of being and our way of 
acting because they express how we see ourselves and, how 
others see us. The name is a vital reality;to change it not 
only reflects but brings about a change of attitude. He il­
lustrated this explanation with a personal anecdote that 
brought home the point. 

Towards the end of the sixties, when there were all 
sorts of changes going on in community life,he was Rector of 
Jesuit scholastics studying at the University, and they 
used to call him "Fa..theJt Rec.toJt". Then one day one of· the 
scholastics simply caJled him "Pa..t". "When .tha..t ha.ppened", 
he recounted, "1 Jtea:I,Loed .tha..t thi.6 .6imple cha.nge 06 a. woJtd 
indica.ted .tha..t a.n old l.J.tljle ha.d been Jtepla.ced blj a. new -/)tyle, 
a.nd .tha..t .to u.6e 'Pa..t' would cJtea..te new .6.tJtuc.tuJte.6 in commun 
i.ty Ii ving a.nd in .th e Jte.la.tio n.6 hip wi.th a.u.thoJii.ty. And .tha..t'1; 
wha..t ha.ppened". 

This example provoked much laughter and clarified for 
everyone the meaning of the change: proposed in the CLC's. 

'. These clarifications were followed by various other in­
terventions; many were in :favour 'of the change of name .while 
others expressed reserve and raised obscure points and dif­
£lcul ties. 

It appeared more clearly each time that what was at 
issue was' a decision of the,spiiituil cirder, a call from 
the Spirit to a greater surrender which" without forcing 
anything. 'would open doors and facilitate change. In the 
light of the experience of the last three 'years, it ap­
peared that this step would strengthen communication at 
different leveis of CLC life and action. It appeared equal­
ly clearly that any change to come in the structures would 
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depend on missiOn. This,in··the·last analysis., is the rea­
son for being CLC. In addition, in conformity with the 
»~an~um quan~um~ and the "mag~~" of the Principle and 
Foundation, we should be open as a World Community to tak.,. 
ing up the s.tructures which best serve mission. 

The explanations were always followed by a time for 
prayer and reflection; and sharing on the levels of re­
gions and delegations. 

Before going into Plenary Session to express their 
deeply thought-over response, each national delegation met 
to elaborate what was to ,be said. 

The last step was to listen to the replies read by 
each delegation in the Plenary Session. It was a surpris­
ing succession of responses. We'give here briefly the 
principal reasons mentioned. Naturally, there are repeti­
tions. 

- Ye~, bec.au~e ~ha~ Jte'~pond4 be~~eJt ~o ~he c.all 0 6 ChJU~~ 

- Ye~, bec.au~e ~~ expJte~~e~ betteJt ~he expeJt~enc.e and v~­
~~on 06 ~he CLC'~ 

- Ye~, bec.au~e ~~ ~~ the ~mage and ~he be~t w~~ne~~ 06 the 
m~~~~on ~ha~ un~~e~ u~ 

- Yu, bec.au~ e we aJte ~he ChuJtc.h and the ChuJtc.h' ~~ c.ommu­
nLt.y 

Ye~, bec.a~e we bel~eve ~ha~ JtepJte~en~~ an ~mpoJt~an~ 
c.on.~Jt~bu~~on. ~hct~ Ign.at~an ~p~Jt~tual~ty c.an make ~o ~he 
ChMC.h today 

Ye~, bec.au~e ~~ i~ ~he be~~ way 66 Jteal~~~n.g mi~~ion. an.d 
~eJtv~c.e on. ~he Jtegion.al level 

- We do no~ ~ee c.leaJtly ye~ 

Ye~, bU~'le~ u~ alway~ ~ee veJty c.leaJtly wha~ that ~m­
pl~e~ 

Ye~, but le~ U~ know how we aJte goin.g to do ~~ 
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- Vel." bec.au.6e we betong,to a glLoup whic.h V.ve.6 a .6pilLitu­
atity whic.h .6eek.6 the molLe univeMat goad 

- Vel." hec.au.6e thi.6 i.6 a c.hattenge to be blLothelL.6, tike 
the c.att Ob Je.6u.6 in the EXelLc.i.6e.6. 

We were confronted with a startling display of what 
God can do. Different delegations, who were thinking of 
voting NO at the beginning of the Assembly, changed their 
mind in ~he course of the process. Those who considered, 
during the first days .. that the question of the World Com­
munity was too complicated, or lust a question of words ,or 
something that did not really matter, shared in the exhila 
ration, that everyone felt after thi's succession of responses 
so carefully thought tprough. 

5. THE VOTE ANV SIGNS OF THE SPIRIT 
================================ 

It only remained now to vote. The Assembly was con­
sulted if this vote should be public or secret; one dele­
gation asked for a secret vote, and so it was. 

Before the voting, Eddie explained what exactly the 
vote meant. The vote is the external expression of an in­
terior call of grace. There is no question of a maj ori ty 
wishing to impose itself on a minority. We are not in a 
parliamentary system where there are pressure groups, 
representatives who must vote according to the mind of 
those who have elected them, majorities impOSIng them­
selves on minorities. nWhat we alLe ,tooking bOlL i.6 not bOlL 
a majolLity to dec.ide bOlL U.6. We alLe too i?-t ng bOlL a c.OMen.6.U.6; 
whic.h mean.6 to .6ay that a.lt witt,cma.ke ,theill own -t:he Mna:t 
dec.i.6io n n • . 

These words express a deep sense of faith and a great 
.capaci ty for self-denial : we should be persuaded that, God 
speaks through the voice' of the majority ~nd be so de­
tached from our own judgment that, in the case of it' con­
trary resul t" w~ would adhere, wi th all our heart to the 
decisicin of the majority and make it our own. 

'The vote took place after'a long interval following 
th~ reading of the ,responses which we have already men­
tioned. This again gave the opportuni ty for. prayer •. 
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When the delegates came together in 
. the votei tself took very little time. We already know the 
result. To the question - "Vowe &eel c.alled, now, :to be­
come a Wol1..ld ComrtiunLty" of the 39 Federations • with the 
right to vote (44 were present in. the Assembly), 37 said 
"YES •.. we 6eel called", no one said uNO", and 2 abstained 
for reasons quite extrinsic to the question. 

Already in the course of the previous days, one could 
sense, with a strong and growing unanimity, the signs of 
the presence of the. "good !'piILit" . That showed itself in a 
growing joy and light-heartedneis, in a spirit of cooper­
ation and serious work, in the desire to serve others, in 
the pe'ace that reigned although there were reasons for 
tension, as for exaJ1lple, the vote which rejected a tempo­
rary change in the statut'es to admit one or two young mem­
bers to the Executive Council. 

This feeling of peace, of joy, of union, together 
with the desire to show gratitude and to serve reached its 
peak after the final vote and in." the course of the Eucha­
rist which followed. 

These were the signs of the divine confirmation of 
the process of discernment prolonged over more than 4 
years. So this was the last of the 5 stages in th~ Igna­
tian repetition that Providence, had adopted as a method of 
spiritual discernment to shed light on the call to form a 
World Community. 

AFTER THE VOTE: CONCRETE STEPS 

After the decision to change to a World Community,the 
next move was to. find appropriate.means to implement this 
fundamental deci~ion and other matters associated with it.' 
The process guide introduced this part, which complemented 
the decision taken, with the following ,reflection that is 
inspired by a' work of Father Fernando 'Montes S.J. in Qua­
dernosde Espi"ritua'1idad Ignaci'ana, n .12 (1981, Santiago, 
pp. 20-31) . 
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"We mu.6t take concltete .6tep.6. Th,[.6 help.6 u.6 accept 
oUlt OWn l,[m,[tat,[o n..6, and tultn th em towaltd.6 .6 elt v,[ee a.6 
much a.6 po.6.6,[ble. Salvat,[oninu.6;(; woltk '[t.6el6 out,[n 
h,[.6tOlty ,[1'1. ,'the m'[d.6to6 human d,[60,£cultie.6. Oult d'[.6­
celtnment~ oult 6eel,[ng called to a [f]onld Commun,[ty .i.6 
not go.ing to be lteal.i.6ed bt,[deal condLUon.6,but Itath 
elt,[n a complex woltld,w.ith,lpeople and,[n velty canclte£e: 
,Htuatio 1'1..6 . To blt.ing to 9ethelt the glteat and the l'[ttle 
.i.6 06 the d,[v,[ne, and to keep the dlteam and the ,[ ­
deal .in .6p'[te 06 6a.ilulte.6 .6uppo.6e.6 a con.6'[deitable .6p,[!!:. 
.itual matult'[ty. The .6p,[lt,[tual pltOceu, 06 St. 19na.­
tiu.6 un,[te.6 what ,[.6 glteat and what''{'.6 1'0.6.6 '[ble .in a 
peltmanent ten.6.io 1'1. O,£lled w,[th de.6.ilte.6; .{.11 a peltmanent 
d,[.6 celtnment 06 l.i6e. That ,[.6 the gltace I .inv'[te you to 
pltay bOlt today and .in the day.6 to come. 

The b,[g ta.6 k 06 thue day.6 .i.6 

to .6 elt v e , a. u 11.,[ velt.6 at ' , 

.6 .tIiument.6 and-a .6 ut.6e 0 

ealttn.-


Uke Ignat'[u.6 we have to a.6k 60lt the gltace 06 un-£t'[ng 
dlteam.6and lteaLL.ty" glteat ,[deal.6' w,[th oult oltdi,nalty' ev 
eltyday, l,[v,[ng. Someone hti.6 .6a,[d that I gnat'[u.6 wa.6 able 
to un,[te Von ,Qu'[xote(and Sancho Panza - two extlteme.6 
that would be most d,[66,[cult to blt,[ng togethelt. St.Ia 
naliU.6, a man 06 dlteam.6, wa.6 to d.i.6 co velt .6 tel' by .6 tel' 
,[11. h,[.6 l'[6e that we can only .6eltve God.in the coneltete, 
.in the OItd,[nalty deta.il.6' 06 l'[6e andthltough tholtoughly 
.immeJt.6,[ng oult.6el6 ,[11. .it. 

It .i.6, aque.6t.ion 06 un,[:Ung OUIt ~apac;[ty to .6ealte~,to 
dlteam, to' have an '[deat. w.ith the nece.6.6,[ty 06.6 eek,[ng 
conCltete ,mean.6 'and l,[v,[ng oult, l.i6e, 6ullyw'[thLn, the­
6ltamewoltk 06 .6 pace and lime. 

OUIt temptat,[on at th,[.6 moment ,[.6 to be content w,[tha 
l'[ttle and not to .6ealtch 60lt cOl1.eltete, pou,[ble mean.6". 

After these wordS, the delegates came together by re­
gion, to exchange their ideas on how to implement the de­
cision taken. The areas of formation, structures, mission 
and service were analysed from a world point of view.Sub­
sequent1y, these ideas were presented as J2.!:£E.os itions to 
the Assembly and the other delegates had the opportunity to 
make their comments. 

This rich material -more than 11 pages-will 'be drawn 
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on~hen we deai with outlinirig the possible profile 6f a . 
World Community. 

On account of the wish to be really down to earth,~he' 
regional groups met one last time to recapitulate, ,to eval 
uate and to make practical resolutions. for the region. 

These concrete resolutions were likewise submitted to 
the General Assembly. Most of them dealt with local ques­
tions. However, they were all part of a greater universal­
ity that we have to bear in mind in the work that follows. 

ROME'i9 AND PROVIDENCE'82: A SINGLE PROCESS 

It seems to me that one very clear concJ.usion is to be 
drawn from this chapter :Rome' 79, the three years that follow 
ed and Providence' 82 : formed a sin~leproces.s which cuI=­
minated in the World Community of t e eLC's. 

The call to World Community - like all the things of 
God - has been a singular and constant voice: it begins be 
.fore Rome as the works of Fr. Paulussen sbow(God works l'ike 
that, Progressio Supplement n.14, June 1979; --rl'Faithful to 
our'origins", l:rogressio July/Sept., 1982); Rome d1scerns 
Ittlirough a very long and serious process of listening;all
this matures in ordinary everyday living during the years 
1979-1982; the time of preparation is over and the reality 
comes to light at Providence. 

A slngle process from Rome to Providence. This gives 
us a Key for interpreting things which will be vety useful 
in the task ahead- namely, to clarify the meaning of the 
step that we havB made from a World Federation to a World 
Community (chapter III), and to bring out the desires and 
the moving forcesuqderlying this. initiative, so' as to 
trace a pJ:ofile or an image of the ,CLC World Community 
(chapter IV). 

This profile is offered to us by the CLC way of life 
as it has bee~ expressed and deepened in a single process 
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stretching out in time 'from Rome to Prov'idence., The Igna­
tian repetition should not be separated from the medita­
tions and contemplations that preceded it. 

The World Community of Providence '82' is the end 
noint of a process, which wFs directed over quite a 
years by the Spirit of Christ acting in the Church. The end 
poin.t. But not only that! It' is also a point of de~arture, 
because a good number of the "JteaJ.,onf., 60Jt ft are on t e'level 
of aspirations and desires which must be nlanted in reali ­
ty, A point of departure, too, because it" notno.rshould 
it be an end in itself, but rather a humble and little in­
strument in the hands of the Church to continue - united 
with Christ - the work for establishing the Kingdom. 

Providence '82 has been a moment of grace; is it not 
a tremendous social grace to accept to follow the call to 
a World Community \<1i thout stopping to calculate the sacri ­
fices that the Lord will ask of us? 

This social grace is called to confront the test of 
life. Only life and the years to come will enable us to 

, evaluate if the results actually approximate to the aspi­
rations and the good desires. 

Before the, stature and the grandeur of this call, we 
can only turn with a humble confidence to the Lord so that 
He may show His power in our weakness. 
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III 


MEA:NING OF THE TRANSIT!ON 
FROM FEDERATION TO 

WORLD. CLC COMMUNITY 





III 


«ENLIGHTENED IGNORANCE", 


After the vote of approval of Rome '79, the delegates 
asxed on a number of occasions that the implication 6f the 
transition from Federation to World Community be studied 
and C:larified. 

The delegates wanted to know what new spiritual atti­
tudes this step presupposed in their,m~mbers; what were 
its consequences for mission and service; 'wh,at possible 
changes of structure were implied on the juridical, admin­
istrative and financiaf level; how to form leaders in the 
light of this new perspective; how to keep a balance bet­
ween the local and the world level, while taking into ac­
count the necessity ofinculturation and a healthy plural­
ism; what. would be the pedagogy to promote·the movement to 
this World Community, and other questions of this kind. 

All these desires, formulated in di~ferent ways, ap­
pear in the "Wh,£.te Book.", when one treats of "pJt'£nc.,£pa.l 
mea.n.&", "c.on.&equenc.e.& II and also "expee.ta.t'£o.n.&" with re.gard 
to the call to World Community. A number of these desires 
and clarifications - as we have seen -appear somewhat dis 
guised under the form of "Jtea.&on.& 60Jt". 

This shows that Rome, in spite of a request for clar­
ification (Hong Kong: "ClaJt,£6lJ .the mean'£ng 06 WOJtld Commu­
n'£.ty"; Luxembourg: "V'£.& c.eJtn .the. my.&.teJty 06 .the WOJtld Commu­
Ii'£.tyll) on what was understood by the transition tq World Com 
muni ty - and it was a question of very substantial points--:
already had an intuition, at least in some way, of the con 
sequences implied in the. transition. 

Something very similar happened at Providence '82. 
Being asked to explain the changes in structure that would 
be involved in the transition to a World Community,the mem 
bers of the Executive Council kept their replies on the iev 
el of ".the 6u.tultft wLtl .tell". Setsuko l'Jagashima comparea 
this step to the moment of getting married - a commi tme.nt 
always to live together whatever,the future might bring,to 
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accept it with zest, even the most unforeseen- like her­
self being. at the Assembly' in Providence and her husband 
being in Tokyo, looking after. the children and doing the 
washing-up •.• 

Like Rome, Providence also approved of a WorldCommun 
ity in a state of "e.n.JU.. gh.te.ne.d -lgnoJz.ance." without! under=­
standing, in an act of courageous am~ confident surrender 
to the call of the Lord, but at the same time, seeing the 
direction and some of the main implications of this deci­
sion. 

This clearly apn~ars on re-reading the well-considered 
renlies, the expositions already mentioned and the propo­
sitions and resolutions aimed at putting the decision into 
nractice. 

On the basis of this ue.nl-lgh.te~e.d -lgnoJz.ance. u we will 
try in this chapter to clarify, in a general way, the 
meaning of the transition from World Federation to World 
Community..From this we will draw a conclusion and make a 
tentative proposal which will serve for the next chapter, 
which will be more concrete. 

It is not easy to be able to clarify in a precise way 
the concepts of uFedeJz.a.t-lon u and PCornmun-l.tif" and their mu­
tual interdependence. It is still more difficult to take 
up the request of clarifying the transition from World 
Federation to World Community. AS'Pat and other members of 
the Executive Council have said, only the future can show 
with any certitude what the World Community will be. 

On the other hand, the future, to a certain extent, 
is contained in the desires and expectations of the pres~ 
ent and in the means one will choose to realise them. The 
future does not bring anything new which, in one way or 
another, has not been anticipated - foreshadowed (like a 
'preparatio evangelica')-in the present. For this reason, 
we think that the question we are dealing with is not only 
a possible question but actually quite a valid qne. 

Although the fairly strictly methodological character 
of the refl~ction of this chapter can seem to some people 
to be leading us away from the theme of the World Communi­
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ty,we think that this waY of .proceeding is unavoidable and 
thati t will help us to be more critically concrete in what 
comes aft.er. 

WORLD FEDERATION AND WORLD COMMUNITY: 
THE CONCEPTS ANALYSED 

Rome and Providence frequently asked - about 30 times 
at Rome - for a. clarification of the meaning of the tran­
sition from World Federation to World Community of the 
CLC's. 

Let us be precise about the content of this request; 
that will help us move on with regard to the theme-of this 
chapter. 

One way of clearin~ the ground is to say what is not 
being aske.d to be clarified ill this area: . ' 

- In the first place. it is not a question of explaining
what is meant by Ita eommurU;ty 06 pelt'&OM It. 

Nei ther is anyone asking - ItWIi·a;t i.-.& a Clilti.-.&;ti.-an U6e Co!?!, 
muni.-;ty? " 

- Nor (as a third r~mark) is a question being asked about 
the all~embracing adjective. "woltld". 

I underline that these three points are not the ques~ 
tion being asked because, quite frequently, the reasons 
given in favour of the World Community refer to them,invok 
ing arguments that Itpltove ;too mueh", as though only the 
transi Hon from World Federat.ion to ,World Community made 
possible - equality eE 6/5}, living as brothers and sisters 
(S 1/16), maintaining a stronger community bond eE 5/6) ,be 
ing reflections of God Who is community (S 1/19), living 
real unity in Christ eE 2/20), a response to the prayer eE 
5/4) and the call of the Lord eE 4/1). 

Reasons 'of this nature - and other similar ones that 
we have summarised in the chapter on Rome '79 - share in 
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. the weakness of arguments which "p~ove too mueh II, : they 
prove too li tHe and sometimes nothing. And the reasons 
for this is that they are consider,ations of such a gener­
al nature that no concrete conclusion can be drawn from 
them, namely why a group of lay people living out Ignatian 
spirituality decide to pass from a World Federation to a 
World Community. I f the arguments above were .valid we would 
come to the absurd conclusion that everyone should belong 
to the World Community of the CLC's. 

Moreover, these reasons forget that in the new Gener­

al princiales (1967), the community aspect is verY-much 

emphasise. Certainly, from their first rule of 1574, the 

Marian Congregations encourage and foster mutual union and 

service; but the quite large group of people who collabo­

rated in drawing up the Gener'al Principles of 1967 had 

this community spirit so much he fore them that they decid­

ed to change the name. of "Cong~egat~on" into that of "Com­

mun~ty". The fact that it was nOt only a question of a 

change of name is proved by the demands made by the new 

Geheral Principles (GP). 


The community is a group into which a person enters 
because'of /fa pe~~onat voeat~on" and "upon app~ovat_biJ the 
g~oup". (GP 9) • The groups "a~e 6o~ tho~e who 6eet a mo~e , 
u~gent need to un~te the~~ humant~6e ~n att ~u d~men­
~~on~ w~th the 6uttne,H a 6 the~~ Ch~~~t~·an 6a~th" (GP 3). 
There is a commitment to a particular, freely chosen com­
munity (GP 6). The person commits him or herself " .. ('w~th 
the hetp o6,the g~oup, to ~t~~ve 60~ a eont~nuat dev~top­
ment whieh ~~ ~p~~ituat, tipo~tot~e and human" (GP 11). 
Each one accepts Pr ••• the ~e~pori~ib~t~ty 60~ pa~t~e~pat~ng 
~n the meet~ng~ and aet~v~t~e~ 06 the gMup, and eaeh 
hetp~ and eneou~age~ the othe~ to pu~~ue h~~ pe~onat vo­
eation, atway~ ~eady to g~ve and~eee~ve 6~ate~nat adv~ee 
and aid" (GP 11). 

This community spirit commits the members to works 
and very concrete apostolic services. But neither this 
spirit nor its concrete expression in particular actions 
are limited only to the members' community, without any 
conCern for other CLC 's, Church communi ties, the Church 
and the whole world. 

A universal dimension 'runs through all the General 
Principles - " to g~ve ou~etve~ atway~ mo~e gene~ou~ty 
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to God,l1'L lov,lI'Lg and .6eftv,lM all mank.,lnd ,lnthe woftld to­
day" (GP 1); " ... to WOftk. togetheft w,lth the whole People 06 
God 60ft pJtogfte.6.6 q.nd peace, jU.6t,lce and chaJt,lty, l,lbeftty 
and the d,lgn,lty 06 all men" (GP 2; cf. also 5 and 7). 

Lest there be any doubt, it is expressly stated -'''OUft 
fte.6p0n.6,lb,ll,lty to develop the bond.6 06 commu:n,lt~ do.e.6 not 
.6top w,lthouft own gJtoup, but e..xte..nd.6'to allthee..de.Jtative. 
movement, to the..e.cd,e..6,lal 'commutiit,le.6 06 wh,lch we afte. 
paftt[paft,l.6h; d,loce..6e.l, to the whole.. Chuftch and to all men 
o~ good w,lll" (GP 6; the underlining is ours.In this line, 
c • L. Paulussen S.J., Fundamental Themes "of the General 
Principles - a booklet containing 7 articles from Pro­
gres'sio 1968-1970). -~ 

J ) 

In making the demand that community bonds a.'re to be 
developed, not only within one's local group, but to be 
extended to "the whole 6edeftat,lve movement",an active spir 
it ("0 uft fte.6 po n.6,lb,ll,lty .•• ") of World Communi ty (GP 6) is 
being fostered at the heart of the World Federation. 

As we can see from this analysis, the notion of Com­
muni ty is not absent ,from the World Federation. I f we 
wanted to, we could also show the contrary - that in a 
community at the world level, there are bound to exist 
quite a number of traits that belong ,to a Federa:tion. A 
true World Community cannot claim,a uniformity ,which would 
destroy the richness and the variety of the initiatives of 
regional and local groups. This wish is clearly shown in 
numerous "fte.a.6on.6 60ft" and also in the consequences, propo 
sitions and expectations of Rome'79 and Providence'82. ­

, The word "Fedeftation" comes from the Latin foedus, I. 
"a.tl,lance". It is a system of social organisation which 
underlines the autonomy of local and regional groups, 
which reserve for themselves decisions of importance - not\y 
just trivial matters - in the attainment of their goals. 
But this autonomy is partial because each local or region~ 
al group, in order to achieve a goal it cannot reach byi t 
self, makes an alliance (foedus = to enter into federa=­
tion) with other groups who seek a similar goal. This as­
sociation, ,founded on a pact (alliance) implies on the 
part of ,the groups that they pass on to the central organ­
isation certain powers of decision-making which are neces­
sary so that all together may achieve, the ends which they 
hope to realise 'through' federating. Thls transmission or 
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distribution of power between the groups a.:n,d the .cehiral 

organisation can'takevarious forms and combinations~There 

are no two systemsoffedera:l organisation w.hich mana.ge iIi 


. exactly the same way this necessa.ry tension between thefo 
cus of unity and the centres of plurality(c£' W.Anderson-;­
"Fe.de.Jtal-LJ.,m". A Dictionarofthe S6cia1 Sciences, ed. J. 
Gould and W.L. Kolb, New YOI' , 1964, p. 2 4 . 

The word "c.emmun.-Lty II has a meaning no less elusive 

and difficult to pin.down. G. Shoberg, by referring to a 

collectivity of persons who live in a limited territorial 

area, notes that the main characteristic of a community is 

"to J., ha!te. aJ., muc.h aJ., po J., J.,-Lbl e. :the. J., ame. daLey ac.t-L v-L:t-Le.J., 11 


(Ibidem, IICommul1.-Ltrj". p. 114). It is worth noting, though 

only in passing, that the biblical word koinonia literally 

means lIJ.,haJtbl.g" and that it can be tranSTated by lIc.ommun­

.-Lon". It is this, then, which characterises "c.ommun-Lty". 
(C£.W.G.H. Lampe, "Commun-Lon", The Interpreters Diction­
ary of the Bible,New York, 1962). 

A CONCLUSION AND A TENTATIVE' PROPOSAL (HYPOTHESIS) 

Where does this analysis of the words" 6e.deJr.a.t-Lol1." and 

"c.ommul1.-LtJj" lead us? Basically to two things - to note a con 

clusion and to suggest an hypothesis. 


The conclusion is that the line between World Feder­

ation and World Community - if we follow our analysis of 

the concepts and the text of the General Principles - is 

very subtle and difficult to pin down. Strictly speaking, 

they are not terms which are mutually opposed; it can hap.., 

pen, in fact it is desirable, that Federations be strongly 

communitarian whether on the local, regional,. or world 

level. 


In poli tical science , what is opposed to a fede,rati ve 
regime is a unitary system, Le., a single, uniform sys­
tem. The difference between the two is one of emphasis and , 
admits an almost infinite scale of variations, ranging 
.from extreme differences to a point of nearly coinciding. 

But even though orie, like the other, can be political com­

muni ties that ,are very uni fed and bound to one another, in 
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their quest for what constitutes 1;:he common good of a na­
tion,nevertheless each one maintains different stiuctures. 

We conclude from this that the transition from" a 
World Federation to a World Community is not so much the 
transition from one organisational and social ::-s-=..::-=.:=-=-=-=-.;.­
anoth'er structur'e;- but rather to a newspi 
of koinonia, of mutual sharing in the perspective 0 
good of the whole. 

This spirit of koinonia will always tend :- like eve,ry 
'spirit - to embody itself iil structures which both express 

and foster it. Such is the challenge and the respons ibil i~ 
ty involved in the option at Providence for the World Com­
munity, 

The h*poth'esiS, closely bound up with what has been 
said, is t at the most valuable aspect of the YES at, Prov­
idence is to be sought in the word '''eommunity'', as an ex­
pression of the creative (and therefore transforming) im­
Dulses, and profound aspirations that through the Lord's 
grace, were already at the ,heart of these:impulses for quite 
some ,time. Moreover ,this new terminology per)laps may be 
seen as directinR this vitality and these desires, for a 
more effective realisation of mission. To re,turn to a com­
pelling example, this corresponds to the transition from 
"Fathe~ Reeto~" to "Pat". 

In this perspective, the reasons for the World Com­
muni ty that we have criticised above as "wan,ting :to pJtove 
too mueh", now recover their value. What they prove lies 
not so much in what they say as in what they bring to 
ligh t . What they say is too general and s ins against the 
principle of logic: argumentum nimis probans, nihil probat
("an a~gument whieh p~ove4 too mueh ~eally ,p~ove4 ndth­
ing"). But they bring to light something very valuable ­
the preserice in the CLC's of "a de6i~e" (E 4/3), "a 6elt 
need" (F 2/5), "4u~~ende.~ing to what :the Lo~d if.; al~e.ady 

,doing" (E 4/5), "g~ea:t ex.pee:ta:tionf.;"(F 2/17), A11 these ex 
pressions are drawn from the n~ea4oM 6o~", of Rome' 79. ­

We know the great importance that St. Ignatius attached 
to good and holy desires; it is through them we help our 
neighbour (Constitutions of the Society Jes us ,'638 ); we 
should make every effort "to have gltea:t p.lan6 and g~ea:t de 
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· J.,-tneJ., to be tnue and ,6a-tth6u.l J.,envantJ.,06 God"- (letter to 
.Fr. John Pelletier, Rome, June 13th, 1551)*; "we.J.,houtden 
k,-tndte -tn oun !.>Out t-tvety deJ.,-tne,t, 60nthe MLtva.t-ton 06 eouJi' 
ne-tgh.boun" (letter to the Jesuits at Coimbra ,Rome ,May 7th, 
1547)**; "the deJ.,-tneJ., to J.,enve. ChfL-tJ.,t OUfL Land do not ·eome. 
6fLom ul, but weane g-tve.n. them by the. Land" (letter to Te­
resa Rejadell, Venice, June 18th, 1536)***. 

Rome'79 and Provid~nce'82 are full of this desire to 
serve God and one's neighbour. The transition to a World 
Community denotes an attitude of complete disponibility 
like the Virgin Mary - to be formed into a more fitting in 
strument in the hands of the Lord so that He can use it fOT 
~he service of the Kingdom. 

The achievements of the years 1979 - 1982 prove that 
these desires are not mere velleities and phantasies of 
the imagination. This hypothesis gives us a line to work 
on in the next chapter with regard to the principal fea­
tures of the World COIilmunity. We have ,to concentrate not 
so much on possible structures as on the aspirations and 
profound impulses which inspire them. Doubtless some ideas 
will come out of this which will be embodied in struc­
tures, in some way different from those of the World Fed­
eration, so that the World Community may be a more fitting 
chapnel to pass on the abundant life of the Spirit. 

* Obras Completas de S. Ignacio, BAC 86-2, p. 772.­
** Ibidem, p. 687 

***T5Iae:ffi, n. 625 
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IV 

PROFILE OF THE WORLD COMMUNITY 
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IV 


. Our task now is to bring together the fundamental 
.Doints of Rome and Providence on the basis of the des'ires, 
ihe recommendations; the contributions and the expecta­
tions which were expressed there. 

The CLCfs·have a history of more than 400 years and 
belong to the Church of today whose fundamental task ..;. ac'­
cording to the directives of the Holy Fath~r and the Bish­
ops - is to further and to deepen the implementation of 
Vatican II . 

For this reason we must look closely at the road 
leading to the World Community of the CLC's and the char­
ism tha tinspi res them as it has been lived out .down 
through the centuries - bearing in mind too, the orienta­
tions of the Council. 

In line with the. ground covered in the preceding 
chapter, the most' characteristic and the richest aspect of 
the 'World Community is .to be found in the creative' aspira­
tions which inspired this step. There is where we find the 
special grace of the Rome-Providence movement. ItLhighlight 
ing these main factors which were at work, we will be able 
to trace an approximate profile .of the World Community. 

A GREATER SENSE OF MISSION 

The fundamental impulse which moves the CLCfs towards 
the World Community is the desire to respond' with greater 
generosity and unconditionally to the call of Christ to 
participate in the mission He receives from the Father. 

The Council emphasises the'"universal and truly catho­
lic nature of this call : "AII/men a![.e c.alled to ~g 
ZOthe new People 06 God" (L.G. 13). The whole Church fur­
thers the mission of the So~ent by the Father (L.G. 3). 
The apostolate of the laity is "a .6ha![.-Lng -Ln the .&a.lv-LUc 
m-L.6.6-Lon 06 the Chu.![.c.h. Th![.ou.gh Bapt-L.6m and ConU![.mat-Lon 
all a![.e appo-Lnted to th-L.6 apo.6tolate b!l the. Lo![.d H-Lm.6e.16. 
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M~JteoveJt,by the,.6aeJta:ment.6, and e.6pe.d,ally by the. Eueha­
'Jt.,t.6t, that love. of God and man wh-£eh -£.6 the. .6oul 06 the. 
apo.6tolate-£.6 eommun-£eate.d and nouJti.6he.d" (L.G. 33). 

This teaching on the call to the apostolate - in oth­
er words, for lay people from within the mission of the 
Church to unite themselves with the mission of Christ or 
His being sent, since "apo.6tolate" means the same as 
"m-£.6.6-£on" or "be.-£ng .6 e.nt" is summed up in the Decree on 
the Apostolateof Lay People in a concise and telling sen­
tence : " ... :the. ChJt-£.6t-£an voea;t-£on -£.6, 06 -£t.6 natulie., a 
voeat-£on to the. apo.6tolate. a.6 we.ll" (A.A. 2). A 1ittle 
further on, on the subject of the duty a:rutrights of the 
laity with regard to the apostolate, . the same D~cree 
says - " ... ' -£t -£.6 b~ the. LoJtd H-£m.6e.l6 that the.y aJte. a.6­
.6-£gne.d to the apo.6tolate." (A.A. 3). 

The mission of the Church is one : "In the ChuJteh 
the.Jte. -£.6 a d-£ve.Jt.6-£ty 06 m-£n-£.6tJty butun-£ty 06 m-£u-£on" 
(A.A.2). "M-£n-£.6tJty" is a term we can translate by ".6e.JlV­
£eerr-:-There are different kinds of services : the service 
of the members of the hierarchy is one kind and the serv­
ice. of the laity is another. The service of the hierarchy is 
directed to helping the People of God. The .service of lay 
people - through participating in the priestly, prophetic 
and royal ministry, of Christ - embraces the field of evan­
gelising and sanctifying pepples (A.A. 5,6), the Christian 
renewal of the temporal order (A.A. '5. 7), andnumberless 
initiatives of compassionate 10ve-0n behalf of the poor­
est, the sick and those in need (A.A. 8). The fields in which 
the laity can exercise their servICe-in mission (= their ~ 
nostolate) are both in the Church and in the world; and in 
ei ther case, very different perspectives open up : "C!:tuJteh com­
mun-£t-£e.6, the. fiamtly, the. young, the. .6oe-£al e.nv-£Jtonme.nt,na 
t-£onal and -£nte.Jtnat-£onai. ,-,phe.Jte.6" (A.A. 9) ~ ­

A member,of the CLCfs, on hearing these words of the 
Council, feels that they evoke other words, equally press­
ing: "•.. ChJt-£.6t OuJt LoJtd, the. Ete.JtnalK-£ng, be.60Jte whom 
-£.6 aue.mbled the whole. woJtld. To all H-£.6 .6ummon.6 goe..6 
60Jtth, and to each one. -£n paJtt-£culaJt He. addJte.6.6e.6 the. 
woJtd.6 - 'It -£.6 my W-£ll to eonque.Jt the. whole wOJtld and all 
my ene.m-£e.6, and thu.6 e.nteJt -£nto the gloJty 06 my Fatheft". 
(Sp. Ex. 95). ' 

In having the experience of the Exercises, such a 
, I 
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person has heard this universal calland committed himself 
or herself to follow Christ, their Lord, through sharing 
with Him in themissioti He ha~ received from the Father 
(", .. join me" , •• "labouf!. with me" ••• J. 

This spiritual experience, intensely lived in the 
course of these last years' by members of the CLC's, thanks 
to the renewal of the Exercises, is the ul timate reason 
for the deepened sense of mission and the greater disponi­
bility to assume more universal and more urgent services. 

E 

In what follows; let us examine different aspects of 
this deeper awareness of the sense of mission.Some.'points, 
inevitably, will be repeating what has already been said. 
or will Rp,pear again in the course of this work. 

A WORLD VISION 

In the contemplation on the Incarnation, the Three 
Divine Persons ", .. look down.upon the whole ~uf!.6ace 06 the 
eaf!.th ... " (Sp. Ex. 106). 

The transition to a World Community corresponds to 
this way in which God sees the world. So what is at stake 
is to acquire and to develop more and more a mentality
that is open to all peoples, open to the world. In this 
way, local or national situations and problems may well be 
seen in the light of events and needs which concern the 
whole world. And, inversely, the world vision may well not 
lose sight of but become vitally interested in concrete 
situations, which is where we live our daily lives and 
which is where empty and grandiose dreams are soon de­
flated. 

Under various forms, Rome '79. expressed the hope of 
seeing this universal vision grow lExr:ectations : Philip­
pines, 4.etc.) and suggested a number of ways for develop­
ing this - the Spiri tual. Exercises, with an emphasis on 
this aspect (Meahs: E 4/2); avoiding becoming too intro­
spective and seI'r-'centred in the concern to build . one­
world (Means .: E 5/5); "~en"itize ouf!. membef!..6, . .• to an 
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awaJl.e.ne.~~ o6.the..in.te.Jl.de.pe.ndene.e.amon9.coun.tk¥e.6" (Means: 
F 2/2); "rnQJl.e. me.(i-ting6o Yl .the. WOJl.ld leve.l . •. "'(Means: E~3/~) 
and more information (Means:E 3/12). 

Providence work~d along the same lines. The confer­
ence of Sister Janet Richardson, from the perspective of 
the United Nations, helped brirtg alive this spirit of a 
world vision and highlighted some particularly critical 

,.areas. 

Among the Recommendat'ions coming .from the different 
regions, there is an insistence, with regard to this world 
vis ion, o,n the necess i ty 0 f being " ... I e.o n.ternpla.tive~ in 
ae..tio n I •• in e.ornrnuni.ty., .60Jl. -6 e'1tvice "(Recommendations:• 

Asia and Oceania; Progressio, January-M~lrch 1983, p. 68). 
The group of the delegates from Europe states ".the awaJl.e­
neu 06 .the e.all .to .the rniuion 60Jl. one WOJl.ld I.>hould be­
eorne .the inl.> piJl..ing 6oJl.e.e 60Jl. all eo ne.Jl.e.te I.> eJl.vicel.> "(Ibidem, 
p. 71). Japan asks for a realistic approach through insist 
ing that the World Community " ... no.t'only WOJl.k 60Jl. awoJl.la, 
vi6ion 06 ouJl. rni6.bion ..• bu.t o66eJl. u£ c.onCJl.e.te. rne:al1.6 60Jl. 
changing ~ocial I.>.tJl.UC.tUJl.e.6 a.t .the WOJl.ld level ... like .the 
aboli.tion 06 nu,e.leaJl. aJl.rnl.> .. • "-fIbidem, p. 72-73) ~ 

In the last Plenary Session of the General Assembly, 
when the delegates came down to concrete resolutions, the 
representatives of each region gave prime importance, as 
far as mission was concerned. to developing this spirit of 
universality which Ignatius attributes to the :Trinity as 
"They look down on .the whole 6ae.e.o6 .the, eaJl..th". 

THE MORE UNIVERSAL GOOD: A GLANCE AT HISTORY 

We have already referred to the profoundly Ignatian 
principle - ".the. rnoJl.e univeJl.I.>,al il.> .the rnOJl.e divine". This 
is orte of the criteria which help us discern what service 
to render within the Church, in the face of the many op­
tions which present themselves. 

FOllowing in the footsteps of the Marian Congr:ega­

tions, the CLC's have no specific. field of work. ;Their 
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task is absolutely universal and open to the wliole world, 
without any limitations" as they aim " .. . -to 60Jtm men' and 
women, adu..l-t.oandyou..-th, 60Jt .oe.Jivie.e -to :the Chu..Jte.h and 

. wOJtld£neve!LyaAea 06 .ti6e" (G.P. 3; the underlining 'is 
ours). As it is a movement of.lay people, we note the 
wo rds " . ,. we mu...o -t e.o n.6ee.Jta-te o,u..Jt.o el ve4 MJt.6 -t 06 all :to 
-the Jtenewal and .6ane.-tiMe.a-tion· 06 the -tempoJtal oJtdeJt" 
(G.P. 7). Nevertheless, this preference can in no way take 
away from the golden rule - "Ou..Jt voe.a-tion e.all.o u...o -to live 
-thi.6 .0 piJti.-tu..ali-ty whie.h 0pen.o and di.6 po.o e.o . u...o -to wha-teveJt 
God wi.6he.6 in eae.h e.one.Jte-te .6i-tu..a-tion cJ6 ou..Jt daily living"
(G.P.4). . 

There is an obvious parallel with the conciliar de­
cree which opens up to the 1ai tyevery field of the apos­
to1ate. When the Council refers to the organised aposto­
late,' distinguishing it from. the individual aposto1ate, 
which should never be abandoned and which is irrep1aceah1e 
(A.A. 16,17) - it states the great variety of forms this 
can take, according to the particular end in, view~ 

"Some loo!? -to -the gen.e.Jtal apo.o-tolie. end 06 -the Chu..Jtch; 
o-theJt.6 a{m .0 pec.i. Me.ally a-t e vang eli.o aUo n and.6 ane.-ti­
Me.a-tion; o . .:theJt.6 woJt·!?60Jt -the peJtmeaUon 06 -the-terripo 
Jtal oJtdeJt by -the ChJti.6-tian .6piJti-t; ando-theJt.o engage 
in wOJt!?.o 06meJte.y and 06 e.haJti-ty a.o -theiJt .opec.i.al way 
06 beaJting wi-tneM -to ChJti..o-t" (A.A.19). 

The CLC's belong to'the first group and look to the 
general ~posto1ic end of the Church through fostering and 
developing " •.• a moJtein-tima-te tmi-ty be-tween -the 6ai-th 06 
-the membeJt.o and -theiJt eveJtyday li6e" (A~A.19; cf. G.P. 3). 

. A quick look' at the history ,'of the Marian con~rega-
..ti.lJ.n.:i and at the services which theCLC' s render and. esire 
to render i11tistr~tefor us this concerted desire .to un­
dertake service directed to the more universal good. 

In the· XVlth and XVIIth centuries • the members of· the 
Congregations worked vigorously for the propagation of the 
faith in the pagan regions recently discovered. So we· find 
them in Mexico (1574); in Constantinople '(1609), in Lima 
(1571)" in. Quebec (1657), at Goa and in other parts of In­
dia as well as in the empire of China, where they were in­
troduced by Mateo Ricci, who belonged to a Marian Congre-­
gation before entering. the SoCiety' of Jesus . We also find 
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"the Congregations in the Congo and in other places of Af.,.. 
rica. Congregation: which were made up of local peoples 
were a great help 1n spreading tfl'e faith and they facili"" 
tated and Dultiplied the work of th~ missionaries. 

In the Catholic countries, the Congregations looked 
to, a more universalgood in fOrIlling leaders, as we 11 ' in 
the Church as in civil society. A great, number of priestly 
vocations came from them, and these priests helped very 
much in raising ,the cultural and spiritual level of the 
people around them. The congregations also had lay.members 
coming from the most diverse social classes and milieux: 
nobility, magistrates~ soldieis, merchants, craftsmen; 
servants, beggais, lepeis, people in tail and slaves. Each 
Congregation, to the extent of its possibilities ,exercised 
an extensive and profound influence in the works of the a-­
postolate of evangelisation, of mercy and 6f transforming
the social sceriei 

All thi's was supported by an 'excellent formation, 
through means, of the Spiritual Exercises, Academies of 
different kinds and religious publications. This formation 
heavily emphasised the importance of a professional con­
science-called ":the. du:ty 06 011.e.'.6 .6:ta:te. .[11. t.[6e." - which 
corresponds to what the Council designates as the "Te.mpo­
Jr.at OJr.de.Jr.": the family, culture, economic interests, the 
arts, professions, politics, international relations (A.A. 
7) • 

. The work~o£ mercy were also a special field for the 
Marian Congregations.Among their works in this area shOUld 
be mentioned the creation of centres of teaching, the re­
conciliation of enemies, visits to priaons, help to the 
poor, caring for the sick and plague-ridden,which on more 
than one occasion cost them their lives (at Lyons and Avi.,. 
gnon in 1577). 

The Congregations took an active part in the defense 
of the faith against the stance of the Reformers.They made 
a considerable contribution in apologetics by meanS of pam 
phlets i debates and conversions. In this way they succeeded 
in keeping numerous hesitant Catholics within th'e fold and 
helped others return who had 'wandered away.Giventhe style 
of religious struggles of those times, which was hardly ec 
umenical, many members of the Congregations ,- like St. John 
Ogilvie S.J., sealed their :faith wi th martyrdom. 
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Finally. 'though this may shock our present-day men­
tality, the Congregations played a very important role in 
the defense of Christianity against the Turkish invasions. 
Sobieski and other famous generals. ,like the majority of 
the soldiers who repulsed the Turks from the lqalls of Vien­
na on September 12th, 1683, were members of the Marian 
Congregations. 

In other words, the Marian Congregations played a 
very important role in the . im~lementation ofth'e Council 
of Trent. Wi thoutthem, the ociety of Jesus would .not 
have been able to accomplish what it did in the evangeli­
sation of pagan lands, in the renewal of Christian life 
in Catholic countries and in the defense of the faith a­
gainst the ideas of the Reformers. (All theSe historical 
facts are taken from Emile Villaret S.J. "CongJte.ga.:tion-b de. 
la Sain.:te. Vie.Jtge" I in Dictionaire de S iritualite II, col­
umns 1479 .,; 1491 and ln E. Jom art AaJt"('a e.-b Congrega­
tions) in Dictionaire de Droit Canonigue, (1954, columns 
803 - 811). 

AN ALL EMBRACING OPTION: VATICAN COUNCIL II 

History teaches us to read ,understand and correct the 
present and the future.' Faithful to'the golden rule w~ch 
is to live in a constant attitude of prayer and discern­
ment, to be open" .. . .:to wha.:te.ve.Jt God wi-b he.-b in e.aeh eo neJte..:te. 
-b i.:t ua:ti 0 n 06 0UJt da,(.ltJ e.xi-b.:te. nee." (G. P.4), the decis ion 0 f 
Providence shows a profound desire to seek the more uni­
versal good. The numerous desires formulatted there are all 
contained in one aspiration - to live Vatican Council II, 
as the Marian Congregations in former times directed all 
their efforts towards implementing the Council of Trent. 
Times have changed and, in the same fidelity to the Gos­
pel, the spirit of the two Councils is very different. 
This is how the Church thinks, and like\vise the World Com­
munity of the CLC's which wants to assimilate this new 
spirit and infuse it into its mission of today and tomor­
row. 

In the persp~ctive of the more universal good, what 
are the apostolic choices the World Community feels it 
should take up, to be fully alive and to help the Church 
in the pursuit of the implementation 0 the Council? 
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It is not easy. (to reply to thisquestio,n. Bl,it i tis 
possible, through availing oneself of the contributions 
from Rome and Providence, to propose some ideaS.indicat­
ing certa.in lines which seem to be fundamental ones. 

CONSEQUENCES OF AUGSBU1l.G'73 AND MANILA'76 

Rome and Providence insisted on a number of occasions 
on the need to maintain the fund·amental options of Augs­
burg and Manila. In other words, "ThE Libe4ation 06 the 
whole Man and 06 aU. Men" (Augsburg)' and "POOl[. with Ch4il.>t 
604 a Bette4 SeJt.vice: The Vocation 06 the CLC in the Mil.>­
I.>io n 06 the Chu4ch" (Manila), are ob j ectives which remain. 

That will surprise no one who keeps their eyes open 
to the reality of man today who stands so much in need of 
the liberty and the poverty which are 'the livery of 
Christ' (Lk 4/18-19). So it is a question of following the 
orientations of Vatican II, not only in Gaudiumet Spes, 
but of the whole Council. 

From different angles, the Council encourages the 
struggle against all kinds of slavery through liberating 
people, and the work against growing injustices of differ~ 
ent sorts . which subject people to misery and do not re­
specthuman dignity and fundamental human rights. - Equally 
it calls uS to combat totalitarian oppression and the lack 
of regard for religious freedom. The Council denounces the 
siavery of consumerism in the developed countries and the 
oppression of ot~ers this leads to. 

The orientations given by John Paul II confirm this 
ootion. It should be sufficient to mention his main ency­
clicals - "Redempto4 H~minil.>". "Vivel.> in Mil.>e4ic04dia" and 
"Lab~4em Exe4cenl.>". 

A series of recommendations along these lines was 
proposed in the Assemblies of Rome and Providence: 

- Cooperation with the International B04ies of- the Church 
(for example, the" JUI.>tice and Peace CommiMion" I . 
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Participation in the meetings of Catholic Organisations 
at the world level 

- Study of the documents 0'£ the\Church concerning struc­
tural and 'social changes, ' together with social analysis 
and the evaluation of different ideologies 

- Collaboration wlth other Organisations, ,such as the 
United Nations. the North.,. South dialogue. Amnesty Inter 
natlofial. Movements for Disarmament and Peace ­

- Insertion in marginalised areas, to learn, to give wit­
mess and to ~ffer there abetter service 

- Theological andethical reflection on the problems of 
oppression in all its forms, and of injustice: the work 
for justice - which is the fruit of an authentic conver­
sion ~ should frequently be the object of reflection and 
questioning in the light of faith .' 

- Awaken among lay people the sense of collab.oration with­
in the Church in the works of evangelisation and, promo­
tion of justice 

- A very solid formation of youth for the apostolate: com­
munity life, the Scriptures, Eucharist. discernment with 
a view to mission, a missionary spirit. community expe­
rience of service, 'conviction that "the. CLC voeaLLon 
eah.ue.J., wi..th -Lt, i..mpli..ei..U.. y; the. de.mand 06 J., e.h.vi..ng the. 
pooh.eJ.,t" . 

, . 
These orientations, and. many, many others which we 

cannot detail here, reveal the strong impulse .. which ani­
mate the CLC's to work - as Christ announced in His care­
fully chosen words in the synagogue at Nazareth - to bring
the Good News to the poor and freedom to prisoners eLk 4/ 
18-19) . 

..CHOSEN TO PREACH THE GOOD NEWS OF GOD~. (ROMS,. 1/0 

In c'arefully comparing Rome . '79 and Providence '82, 
one gets the distinct impression that, in three years, the 
aspirations, which so often are expressed in concreteac.,. 
tion&, for & more open and courageous participation in the 
work of evangelisation have come to fruition •. 
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Unfortunately, the 
this work-shop did 

is pres­
- which I 

or more 
preoccupation 

. for jl;ls­
in all its fullness. 

is ,clear in the papers I have 
questi'on of intensifying this work. 

of the last two dec­

degener­
they were not 

service 
struc­

that its 
a work for justice

dedicate 
for social 

it expresses well the prob­
justice' .and dedicating oneself to 

and necessary en­
of love and in union with 

value and 
evangelise. 

In this particular country -
-

this problem .crf a 

This tendency appears in the 
delegates on their activitie~ over the pievi6tis 
years, in the work done in the groups, 
the work-shop on Mission and Service. 
report that the delegates receiv~d on 
not bring out this point sufficiently. But this 
ent, and very much present,in the written papers 
actually have on my desk - in which the thirty 
members of this work-shop . expressed their 
wi th regard to theapostolicmiss'ionof the World Community. 

There is no question of minimisinp: the work 
tice, for the poor and for freedom 
Quite the contrary -and this 
just mentioned - it is a 

Enormous efforts, in the course 
ades, for the more effecHve promotion of justice and lib­
eration have not borne fruit; sometimes they have 
ated into very narrow ideologies because 
properly rooted in the Gospel. This has been of no 
at all to the poor, neither in changing oppressive 
tures, nor to the Gospel. 

One Federation from a rich country declares 
members interpret the CLC mission as 
and that each local community commits itself to 
itself , as acommunitr. to some kind of work 
change. 

I cite this case because 
lem. The insistence on 
some kind of social' work are wonderful 
terprises. When this is done out 
Christ, the enterprise acquires a transcendant 
furnishes a witness that has the power to 

But that is not enough. 
and in the vast majority of the"western countries many 
Catholics have given up the practice of their faith or 
have simply lost the faith. Many others are indifferent. 
An expli<;:it work of evimgelisation is re~uired. 

But it is a curious thing: in the traditionally "mi~ 
~ioYl" countries, the CLC's do not have 
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lack of explicit evangelisation. Very simply,they do this, 
they live- it and they practise it. This problem is typi­
cal of the countries more affected by secularism and unbe­
lief. 

Here we give some of the propositions made at Provi­
dence_. 

- "Studq the Bible. Make it know~. Live it. PJtaqeJt iKte­
gJtated with li6e~ •.. It iJ..impOfttant 60ft uJ.. to be in­
valved with eaith and eonvietion, 'in ae:l:ivitieJ.. tha:t 
eombat injU).,tiee" (Malta). 

"We ~hould 60Jtm lay people who 6eel ealled to give ~piJt­
itual diJtec.tion- and peJt60Jtm o·theJt miniJ..tJtieJ.. whieh aJte 
not diJteetlq linked with the J..aeJtament 06 oJtdeJtJ.."(Japan). 

- -"FoJtm membeJtJ.. in a gJteateJt awaJteneJ..J.. 06 the need to de­
velop the 6aith and thepJtomot-io!J. 06 jUJ..t1.c.e" (Austria). 

- "1 t iJ.. nee eu aJtq to awak en laq peo ple to the Jtole theq 
J..houtd play in the ChuJtehj they have to paJttieipate with 
ptieJ..tJ.. in evangeliJ..a;tion and the pJtomotion 06 jUJ..tiee. 
The integJta":tion 06 theJ.. e two d1.menJ..LoM.commeneeJ.. in ChJtL6 
tian countJtieJ.. bq meanJ.. 06 a J..olidinJ..tJtuc:t1.on 06 chil~ 
dJte.n in the ChJtiJ..tian 6a.ith •.• " (French-speaking group). 

"We mUJ..t be. eonJ..ciouJ.. 06 ouJt own laek 06 jU).,tiee .be.6oJte. 
90d and otheJtJ.., to be. abte :to.6Lght againJ..t injuJ..tiee, 
without be.coming PJtoud, judgmental and Jte.J..ent6ul; Jtath­
eJt, 'we. J..hould eombat 1.njU).,tLee with the poweJt a 6 the 
Good NewJ.." (Chile). 

"What iJ..called 60Jt 1.J.. an evange.liJ..at1.on whieh e.xpJte.J..J..eJ.. 
itJ..e.l6 in love. and in the aJ..J..iJ..tanee 06 6eJte.d to the J..Lck 
and to pJtiJ..one.JtJ.. - which alJ..o e.xpJteJ..J..e.J.. itJ..e.l.6 in the 
handing-~ft'06 the. 6aith to the. pe.ople we wOJtk with" (In­
donesia). . 

- "All the gJtoupJ..aJte eoneeJtned to make .a eontJtibution in 
J..ome line 06 the apoJ..tolate ... : eateeheJ..iJ.., $cJtiptuJte 
eiJteleJ.. , unio ftJ., , pol1.t1.c.G, delinq uentJ.. , 6amilq mo ve.­
ment.6, baJtJtioJ.. , J..ocial J..e.Jtvieu" (Brasil). 

"We J..houl.dwoJtk w1.th people and nat 60Jt people"(Austria). 

- FOJt an e66eetive evangeliJ..ation, the laq people J..hould 
be pJtu ent in the di66eJtent milieux wheJte. li6e. goeJ.. o~. 

I1A diJteet evangel1.J..ation iJ.. impoJttantl'. 
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These texts,. which express both. :realisation and aspi­
ration, show us how the CLC's are now concerned to be 
caught up in a more vitill and mote comprehensive work'of 
evangelisation. In recognis ingthe fundamental importance 
of a living witness, they di~cover the necessity, born of 
love, of bringing to others an exli lic:it proclamation of 
the Lord Jesus. We can see that t lis is the path which 
leads to a life-giving commitment, shared in community. 
and which inspires ,those who have known the Lord to be con 
verted intcimessenz.err of the Good News that has trans,-=­
formed their lives. his seems, to be the point of the 
proposition, "To wOJtk. with pe.ople and notnoJt pe.ople".,-- -­

Moreover, this conveision corresponds to the orienta­
If ..tions for lay people given by the Council: • the ChJt-l-f;­

tian voc.ation iI.;, 06 itl.; natuJte, a voc.ation to the apol.;to­
late .•• " (A.A. 2). It also corr~sponds to the message of 
Evangelii NUiitiandiCPaul VI), to the directives of the 
Latin American Bishops at Puebla and to numerous dis­
courses of John Paul II. 

So in this w~y. at its very birth, the World Communi­
tv of the CLC's shows itself truly within the glorious 
evangelisingtradition of the Marian Congregations in all 
the continents. 

But in all 'this there is something even more pro· 
found. Only anevangelisation that is explicit, coura­
geous, and extensive is capable of effecting more liberty 
and justice in the world. A struggle for justice and human 
rights is doomed to failure unless there is an explicit 
tall to conversion; unless people stop relying on them­
selves and their own resources; unless people turn to 
Christ, to follow Him and to welcome the message of the 
Kingdom. 

Man without grace can do nothing. In the presentdi­
vine plan of salvation, grace is bound up with witness and 
the preaching of Jesus Christ,the Lord. Within a ,social 
structure' like the Church, all of us owe to one another 
this proclamation of the Lord. Once, through welcoming the 
Word, the Lord has entered into 'our lives, we cannot but 
:nass on this gift through catechesis, the sacraments, and 
through our community life in the Church. 

Man is not placed in a world, like in a scenario th4t 

78 ­



carries on regardless of him. The ~human person forms a 
continuous whole with his or her world. Moreover, the con­
version of man~ leads to the 'cleansing' and recti£yingof 
oppressive and unjust structures. ~ 

Vatican II insists repeatedly on the very.close con­
nection between man and social order· and temporal struc­
tures. It is crucial to set in order according to the Gos­
pel of Christ whatever ,dehumanises and is deformed and 
corrupt (GaudiumetSp~s 29,30,37,42,43; A.A. 7 etc.). 

John Paul II, in the 'encycliG:al,baborem Exercens, 
goes one step further. He affirms not only the necessity 
ofproclaming "the Go~pel 06 wo~kn(L.E., 25, 26), but 
also the absolute necessit:yof developrng a 'spirituality 
of ,work. And this is necessary, not just so that people 
may uhder$tand the problem of progress and development, 
but rather that they may come t'o grips with such a spiritu'­
ality and put it into practice (L.E. 26). 

The way for the CLC's . to grow in the characteristic 
identity of their charism is to be a World Community with 
a decided orientation to evangelisation. In this way, too, 
they will be responding to the greatest need of our time ­
energetically to proclaim Jesus Christ. 

The Gospel is the sole force which can knock down the 
wall of indifference which imprisons the secular minds of 
our time; in their egoism. these bring about so much in­
justice and servitude. 

The members of the CLC's are called today to culti­
vate with special care the virtue of parjesia - a Pauline 
virtue which means nta ~peak. 6~e.e.llj and eau~a9e.auJ.>lyn 
(Col. 4/3; Eph. 6/19) ;in ot~er words, to proclaim with joy 
the Gospel of Jesus in the mi4st of difficulties, even be­
fore the world and important people who reject it (Acts 
9/27-29) • 

The primacy of evangelisation brings us back to the 
apostolic dynamism of the Marian Congregations in their 
early days, and to the ,wisdom of St~ Ignatius. Those just 
entering thenovi tiate were asked to spend some time. in 
proclaiming ,Christ and His message. And priests taking 
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their final vows. had to take a special vow to teach Chris';':. 
tiartdoctrine to children an,d to those who do not know ,it; 
Behind these ruleslie~ partly hidden the impas$ioned loie 
,of Ignatius th?-t Christ may be better' known, loved and 
served (Sp., Ex. 104). But there is also the underlying 
suggestion that the person who benefits ,most from evangel­
ising is the person who does it. 

The General Principles . declare that we must be " ..• 
wl.tne.6.6e.6 .tochJtI.6.t be60Jte men (by ouJtIJJoJtd,~ andaction..6)" 
and that " ... We muc.t con.6ecJta.te oUJt.6elve.6 61Jt.6.t 06 all .to 
.the Jte newal and.6 ancti 6..[ca.tIo n 06 .the .tempoJtal oJtdeJt" 
'(G.P. 7). The Spirit of Cprist seems to demand of us today 
that we emphasise the explicit proclamation of the Gospel 
with, the parresia of St. Paul. In this way we will con­
tribute more effectively, wi{hout oversimplifying' and 
without any ambiguity, to human.liberatioh and develop­
merit, which according to the teaching of Paul VI, makes 
Christians true "llbeJia.toJt.6" and genuinely committed peo­
pIe (EVang'. NunL 50, 31, 52, 38). 

We will also be 'responding to the call of our General 
Principles " .. . .towoJt/z 60Jt .the Jte60Jtm.06.the.6.tJtuc.tuJte:606 
.6oclety, paJt.t-i.c.Ipa.t-i.n9 In e660Jt;t.6 .to l-i.beJta.te .the vIc..tIm.6 
06 all 6oJtm.6 06 dl.6cJt-i.mIna.tIon, ,and e.6pec.-i.ally .to aboll.6h 
dl66eJtence.6 be.tween Jt-i.ch ~nd pooJt •.• " (G.P.' 7). 

The Exercises have taught·us to contemplate the con­
stancy and the power with which Jesus taught in every ci r~ 
cums tance, even the most adverse', the Good News of the 
Kingdom. That brought Him incomprehension, persecution and 
the Cross. 

, If lITe do not claim to be above our Haster, the same 
thing will happen to us: criticism, ridicule, persecution. 
In these. we should glory (1 Cor. 1/31) . Is this to deform 
the lay vocation of a meJ!1ber of the CLC's? We do not think 
so. No Christian is less a lay person because he or .she 
speaks enthusiastically. of Jesus. 

It could happen that certain individuals experience 
'this way of proc'eeding', as a call from God to give them­
selves more exclusively to the service of the Kingdom and 
from this is born a vocation to the priesthood or the re­
Hgious lire. If that happe,ns - as has ha.ppened and hap­
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pens down through the centuries '- theCLC' s have one more 
reason for rejo.icing and. thanking the Lord; Perhaps .these 
people will be their future assistants one day! 

STRENGTHENING THE ,BOND OF COMMUNION 

1. FRIENVSHIP - COMMUNION - SHARING 

The words "c.ammun-t:tY",tlc.ammunian" correspond, in New 
Testament Greek; to the word koLnonia. The Greek word is 
used commonl.y enough in the language ofCLC spirituality 
so it would seem to us useful to stop a moment to examine 
its meaning more closely. 

J(oinonia isa word that is·rich in nuances. The funda 
menta! mean1ng is the close bond, . 'the interior relation-=­
sh!£ between persons. It is the union. of lives that come 
together for a common end. It implies fraternity, communi­
ty, friendship. 

, This bond of friendship carries with it a sharing, a 
pooling of people's lives,gifts and goods •. The sharing is 
the sign and the manifestation of a fraternal way of liv­
ing, of generosity and self-forgetfulness. It is jrist the 
opposite of egoism. 

This sharing can take the form of different or many
people collaborating in a common enterprise. St. Paul, for 
example, gives thanks to God and prays with joy for the 
Christians of Philippi because of their COllaboration, (koi- . 
nonia) with the ·Gospel (Phil. 1/5). (Cf. W .Bauer, Worteer:: 
15'ii'Cll"'zum N.T.; Berlin 1963, col. /867-869). . 

To take a.decision in favour of a World Community is 
to opt for a closer and mOre intimate community bond; for 
greater union, fraternity and love between the members; 
for communication. It means a concern for a greater soli­
darity; a concern that each member, each group. each Na­
tional Community share with and communIcate to others what 
each one is and possesses. It. is communicating in greater 
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joy and generos i ty. It· is aconcein for .a closer col1abora 
tion in the mission of Christ to serve the Gospel. All 
that is koinon 

As we have seen, these aspirations for a more united, 
closely-linked and fraternal community manifested tliem­
selves at Rome ! 79 .. And it is clear what people desire to 
share: the family spirit,the joy of brotherhood in Christ, 
the hidden riches of others, the needs of others, discern­
ment - enriched by contributions from everyone - to live 
our mission more effectively; and also an exchange of per­
sonnel, formation programs and financial assistance. 
(Cf. above pr. 24-26). 

To these points ,Providence added some others which it 
is good to remember. For one English-speakinv group from 
Africa, the essen.ce of World Community was, is and will be 
friendship. Chicco Botta S.J. considers that the World Com 
munitymeans that, in practice, we have a familfi wherever 
we may go. He said he would be personally delig ted to re­
ceive at the CLG centre in Rome all the members who might 
be pass~ng through there, "bu.:t 1'l.O.:t .:the eJLiendl.> 0 n a. Miend 
06 a.nll,'{'end of. a. eLC membeJL ••• !" 

2. EXCHANGING INFORMATION 
= =~============== 

Union and friendship demand contact and mutual know­
ledge and develop by means of these. An impressive numb~r 
of expectations and proposals underline the necessity of 
increasing the channels bf communication within the World 
Community. 

One proposal suggested a widerdistributibn of Prog­
ressio and that National Communities send to one another 
theil'. publications ~ The desire was strongly expressed for 
a wider diffusion . of the experiences of groups and their 
apostolic works by means of short articles, written in a 
simple and yet€mgaging style. People should remember to 
send to the Exetutive Councilinformatiort each year on the 
life and activitie~ of each ~ountry. The national CLC News 
letter might in.tludereports from other places .. The sugges 
tionwas 'made of setting-up a "6£.ying .:team" to move througn 
different cbuntries,giving informatiortabout; what was go­
ing on in the World Community.It was con.sidered that these 
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and other personal contacts - especially with'members of the' 
Executive Cotincil -,are irreplaceable and foster apostolic 
koirtonia. Some showed a certain disquiet that some themes 
were not treated with due openness and freedom; it was 
their desire that, as among qrothers and sisters,we should 
enjoy the freedom of saying things just as they are, bear­
ing in mind the Presupposition of the Exercises (Sp. Ex. 
22) . 

Finally,some ~elegat~s~ being very practical,remarked 
how helpful it would be if posters and cassettes with texts 
and other audio-visual aids we~e available, which would 
give the opportunity for everyone to get to know themselves 
as CLC, and enrich their CLC meetings. 

3. EXCHANGING RESOURCES 
=•••• -•• -._== •• =.= 

, Providence revealed a number of impressive achievements 
in the line of sharing.The CLC members of Zaire live an ex 
perience bf sharing resources in common which recalls the 
early Christian communities (Acts, 2/44; 4/32). Something 
similar happens in Sri Lanka. The very fact that delegates 
from so many countries could come together at Providence was 
due to the spirit of solidarity which helped finance the 
expenses of travel and board and lodging of those who were 
not able to afford these. 

As far as exchanging personne1 is concerned, quite a 
lot has gone on with regard_toformatioh people, directors 
of the Exercises'and basic CLC re~ource people. Th~ir par-. 
ticipation in formation sessions, in meetings" and simply liv 
ing with CLC members 'of other countries has helped the cohe 
sion and the renewal of the movement. And though this is 
only in passing, we must mention one of the delegates,John 
Sullivan who, with his wife Cris, has been working for sev 
era I years in Zambia at the service of the Church and the 
CLC's. There are other cases'like this. 

, 
4. THE SP1RITUAL EXERC ISES 

•• .==---=._=-=-===~= 

The bond of community' is nourished by a common source: 
living in Christ and the desi re to respond to His c;ommand­
ment of unity in love, as He and the Father, are one (In. 
17/21). Communion transforms 'itself intO' miss ion and serv 
ice of the world: ~ ...60 that ~he woktd may bet~~vi~ (Jn7 
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17/23).This communiongrbws through an "il1:tima:te. undeJt-b:tand 
ing .and Jteli-bh" (Sp. Ex. 2) of the word that Christ gives 
us: "1 g'ave.: :them youJt,me.6-6>age" (Jh.17/l4); it also grows 
through all members ,spread throughout the world ,partic.ipat 
ing in the same Eucharist. ­

The Spiri tual Exercises ,whether as a retreat experience 
or as a spiritual pedagogy,are a special way of always liv 
ing more intensely this communion in Christ. In this regard-:­
it was recommended with some insistence - "WemM:t -b:till 
pJtomo:te.:the SpiJti:tual ExeJtei-bel.;" (Rome'79, Means, E 51 7), 
and that persons be formed - CLC lay people-:-prTests, . reli 
gious - who are properly qualified .. (Providence :Recomnienda':" 
'!ions from English and French-speaking Africa, China, Aus­
tralia etc.). On this point there is a total consensus in 
all the countries. 

The Exercises have found again the place they enjoyed 
in the former Marian COI).gregations of the XVIth and XVIIth 
centuries.lt would be a very interesting work to give the 
historical basis for this statement r but that goes beyond 
the'scope of these pages. Hence I am content to quote the 
judgment ofth~ foremost specialist in the history of the 
Exercises, Father Ignatius Iparraguirre: "In :thil.; ei:tif (Co 
logneJ, a-b in many o:theJt plaeel.;. :the' CongJtega.:tioM helpea 
wi:th :the ExeJteil.; e-b and :the ExeJteil.; e-b co n:tJtibu:ted :to :the I.; ue 
eeM 06 :the CongJtega:tion-6" (Historia de los E~erc.ic.ios de 
San Ignacio, Rome 1955, vol. II, p. IBO,n. 9 ). 

At Providence; some delegates presented propositions 
somewhat strict and rigid concerning the duration, the fre 
quency and the content of retreats for CLC members. This 
could end up being harmful. To counteract this tendency to 
be too legalistfc, it would be a very good idea to read 
these two volumes of Fr. Iparraguirie ,or at least the pages 
under the head.ing in the index, - "Adap:tatio n" • 

5. SERIOUS FORMATION 

The World Community constitutes an appeal and a chal­
lenge to give special attention to the formation of its' 
members. The Exercises inspire ":the magi-b (moJte)", a "be:t­
:tell. l.;eJtvie.e". TheWbrld Community has understood this bet­
ter service as a more intense dimension of e~angelisation 
in line with Vatican II. It see~as its special mission 
announcing the faith to the ,indifferent, bringing back to 
the Church those who are separateq. or resentful, the strus. 
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gle for justice, changing the mentality and structures of 
the consumer society, ecumenism, inculturatiori, S1:riving 
to create b~tter conditions for a society fourided onreli­
gious and civil liberty, on justice, mercy and love. 

All ihis, ,as is evident~requires a serious formation, 
both on the theoretical and ,practical level; It is not as 
though all the members of the World Community possess the 
talents required for these tasks: however ,it is necessary 
that the World COl\1munitycount on many of its members who 
are well formed- each one according to his or her talents 
- who can collaborate in this vast apostolic work. 

This does not presuppose a western-style academic for 
mation. We know, from the experience of Providence, how 
extremely capable and,effective in passing on the truth is 
the 'unclouded' language, simple and direct,of people from 
other cultures - li~e Africa, for example. 

Rome and Providence recall the necessity for a forma­
tion that is demanding, integrated and integrating. The 
Council states with regard to the apostolate Df the laity 
- "A tlta-tn-tng, at onc.(!. mariy"'J.J-tded and c.omplete, L6 -tnd-tJ.J­
penflable -£6 tne apofltolate -tfl to atta-tn 6ull ef,Mc.ac.y" 
(A.A. 28). This formation must be "lay", that is to say, 
firmly rooted both in faith in Christ and in the world;both 
fully human and fully Christian. It is expected of the lay 
person that he or she be well acquainted with the world and 
its problems and" ... a memb e.1t well -tntegltated -tnto h-tfl aWn 
fl ac.-tety, and -ttfl c.uR.tulte" (A .'A. 29). According to part i cular 
conditions, and talents ,the""COimcil calls for a solid spiritu 
al formaqoIl,which is f4ndamental,togetherwitha doctrinal-;­
theological~mo~aland philosophical preparation.It recalls 
the necessity for a permanent'formation'-' "Inaflmuc.h afl the 
human peMon -tfl c.o'nt-tnually develop-tng a.nd new,·pltoblemJ.J alte 
60ltevelt alt-tfl-tng" (A.A. 29). It further demands that the for 
mation be not only academic, but be accompanied by experi­
ence and action, which themselves can be evaluated and re­
flected on, with other persons (A.A. 29). 

The World Community, of the CLC's recognises itself in 
these orientations of the Council - there it sees itself 
identified, challenged and filled with hope. It recognises' 
itself, inasmuch as these orientations reflect the historical 
pr~ctice of, the former Marian Congregations and the ideals 
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offoxmation 'I'I"bich have inspLred. and contin,ue ,toinspi're 
it. (G. P. 3,4,5,7,11) • It,ls chalTenged, inasmuch as it recog-:­
nises that the majority of its melllbers, though having grown 
considerably in the area of spiritual formation according 
to the Exercises. are still ,far from having that practical 
and doctrinal formation necessary to confront the challenges 
of our time.These orientations inspire hop,; because of the 
different ini tiativessuccessfully accomp1l.shed in a number 
of- countries - for example, the com,mon experience inLebanon 
of courses in Sacred Scripture and Social Doctrine.To this 
must be added the fact that a large majority of CLC groups 
are young and enthusiastic. 

6. YOUTH 

One of the five work-shops at Providence was given 'to 
Youth. We have already mentioned that these are a majority 
in a number of countries. In other countries it is not so, 
and there have been some confl~cts in the integration bet­
ween youth and older people. 

Given the importance of youth in society, and the num 
ber of young people, the youth groups playa central role 
in the future of the World Community. Young people carry 
the seed for the future shape of. the CL.C' s . 

Two facts at Providence contributed considerably in 
clarifying how the youth belong to the CLC's and are inte­
grated into them. One was the way the Assembly handled the 
decision of the Executive Council, in April 19 Sl. to ter­
minate the "Vau.:th Cammi..6.6i.an". set up at Augsbuig, in 1973. 
The other was the manner, in which·the Assembly. and the 
young people present , accepted the vote rejecting the stat 
utory presence - by way. of experiment - of two' young mem-=­
bers on the Executive Council. 

These two problems Were treated with depth and matu­
ri ty. They served to $how clearly that youth and adults 
are part of one and the same movement. The spirituality 
which unites them is a unifying factor-; and as it grows 
deeper,it becomes a "wa.y a6ti.6e". and apostolic koinonia. 

'Youth is not a stage in the course of which young pea 
pIe feel without any ties or completely neutral as far as 
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communio!l.with adults is concerned. The young share their 
ideals and,' through formation, prepare themselves to work 

'side by sid~'with them in the missions the Lbrdproposes. 
On the other side, adults do not look on young people as 
members not properly integrated into the.CLC movement. 

Providence. happily, has got rid of any idea of two 
movements following one another, or side by side - one for 
adults and one for youth. The World Community is like a 
family where adults a:nd youthlive. and work together. 

In this option there is a desire to strengthen the 
spiritual and apostolic unity of the movement. But there 
is also a note of wise, common s.ense. The stage· of youth 
(18 to 2S years) is an extemely short one and is mainly 
taken up with an insistence on formation. On the other 
hand, youth i~ also the time· when numerous movements and 
grand ideas fo~ the future are:n~rtured. Young people are 
usually ~ore audacious and generous in their id~als. These 
two facts- which are facts of life - must be integrated, 
not opposed. And Providence succeeded in doing. that. There 
was a deep desire to increase the contribution and the 
presence of youth - especially in countries where youth are 
a minority- . arid , at the same time, to preserve the unity
of the movement, through avoiding se.tting up two movements, 
one following the other or parallel with it. The proof of 
all this was the incorporation of two young people into 
the Executive Council. 

7. 	 A CREATIVE TENSION BETWEEN THE UNIVERSAL (WORLV)
ANV LOCAL 
.~ ••••• =•• =•• =.=.=.=.========;.=====~•••• =•••• == •• 

One ·of the strongest reasons advanced against the 
World Community at Rome '79 was the threat that this con­
sti tuted for the National Fecieratio,ns. From the first page 
of the "lteaJ..oM agaiYlJ..t" in the. whi te .Book, we read : "A 
Wolttd Community coutd dec.ltea.6e the 'l'mpolt:tanc.e 06 Nailonat 
FedeltailoYlJ..oltnCtilon'at c.ommunitieJ.." (EllS) . .. Some felt a 
danger that the World Community may: undermine the riches and 
the characteristics proper to each national or regional com' 
munity through doing away with them, whereas. '~diveltJ..ity i"i: 
beauti6ut" '(E 2/1). Others saw a danger,of domination in the 
World Community (E 2/12) ;o.tliers again feared that plurali ­
tycould be reduced to unity(S 3/10) • The fear was exp:res
sed that the World Community might. be a ponderous. and im-=­
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personal structure which could accentuate the risk of see-' 
ing the CLe'sasa Third Order (F3/4). 

These reasons, and other similar ones, appear often at 
Rome.They reappear at; Providence on a number of occasions, 
but far less often and, especially, in quite a different 
spirit. 

Rather than thinking of the risks and dangers, Provi­
dence concentrated on ways of overcoming them .and on making· 
recommendations so that the step from Federation to World 
Community should take place gradually, according to a 'way 
of proceeding' that would ensure that nothing positive in 
the areas of diversity and pluralism be lost. 

This is the reason why Providence, in promoting the 
World Community - an apparent paradox - encouraged the Na­
tionaland Regional Communities. This had already been su£ 
gested at Rome '79 when delegates proposed "Me.a.n.6" (E 2/7;
8; 3/2; F 1/4; 2/1,6) ;but at Providence these suggestions 
became resolutions accepted by the Assembly.What three years 
before were considered by many as an obstacleweI'e taken up 
by Providence and endorsed as something positive. 

The riches that make up the pluralism of races ,of Ian 
guages and of cultures will be a wonderful contribution to 
the World Community. On the other hand, with the aid of a 
good pedagogy, there is no need to suppress differences. 

Hence the.problem centred on how to effect the transi 
tion from the federated CLC's to a World Community without 
this meaning .either a lessening or a suppression of the 
healthy tension between the local and the world reality. 

· . . 
It was asked that priority be given to changing atti-· 

tudes, fruit of the experience of the Exercises, rather 
than to changing existing structures. 

The process should take place slowly and patiently ,in 
no way abruptly. The point of departure shoUld be the local, 
national and regional Communities, although this does not 
mean that the Executive Council should not actively cooper 
ate in helping the process along. There should be a great 
respect for people and their sensitivities. 
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This tension between the local .and the universal(world) 
will furnish different cultural expressions for the Igna­
tian charism of the CL.C' s, which can only mean a greater 
richriess. 

. I 

The developed countries hope that the Third World will 
contribute their human and spiritual riches .As Alex Lefrank 
S.J. put it - "I wa.nt .to I,:,a.y tha.t many 06 Uh infl.l.JtOpe wi/,:,h 
to ha.ve fl.e.la.tionf.>hip/':' with pe.ople. 6fl.om othl6fl.wofl.ld1>,/':'oc:that 
we. ma.y be. mofl.e. huma.n". Isidoro Ribas, S.J., froni Japan,re 
ferring to the countries of Asia, said - "The. Wofl.ld Com-=­
munity 06 the. CLC' J,; h.a./':' mue.h to le.a.Jtn 6Mm the e.oun:tfl.ie./,:,o 6 
the. ThiJtd Wofl.ld whie.h, 6fl.om the. point 06 vie.w 06 the. /,:, piJt­
it, .a.fl.e. mOJte. a.ne.ie.nt tha.n the. e.ountfl.ie./':' ob Eufl.0pe.". 

THB RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE CLC'S 
AND THE SOCIETY OF JESUS 

~oth at Rome and at Providence, numerous delegations 
expressed the desire of enjoying a closer and more extensive 
assistance from members of the Society of Jesus. One dele­
gation expressed its regret that the Society gave no effec 
tive help to the CLC's in its country. 

At Rome - perhans somewhat artificially, due to'cir­
cumstances·that it is not the place to go into now - some 
delegations manifested their concern at the excessive de­
pendence on Jesuits,andat the lack of autonomy of the 
movement, lvith its insufficient regard for the lay'charac­
ter. To my knowledge, no one made this complaint at Provi­
dence. These positions provide the occasion for reflecting 
on the relationship between the Society and the CLC's. 

I begin with a truth from Perogrullo: The Society and 
the CLC's are two distinct associations. There is not in­
stitutional dependence on either side.The CLCfs .are groups 
of lay people;. the Society is a priestly, religious order. 
The CLC's are not a Third Order of the Jesuits. , 

Once these differences are clearly stated, let 'us now 
inquire into the bonds which exist. To do this, we must go 
back to the origins of the CLCfs •. 
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,Everyone knows that the World Federation.. of the Chris 
tian. Life' Communities is. the resul tofa -transformation ,at 
terthe Council and according to its spirit, of 'the former 
Marian Congregations, whose foundation goes back to Father 
Leunis, at the Roman College, in 1563. Shortly after his 
death, on November 19th,1584,Pope Gregory XIII established 
canonically the Congregation of the Roman College and de­
clared it "the. Mothe.ft and He.ad" 0·£ all similar groups de­
riving from it, and he- recognised the right of affiliating 
other groups of the same nature. 

But what many do not know is that Father Leunis was 
not the originator of the Marian Congregations:Their origin 
is to be found. in the groups of lay people formed by St. 
Ignatius himself and his first companions in different parts 
of Europe. Father Leunis was inspired by these groups to 
create the Congregation of the Roman College. 

This historical fact, known for a long time by the ex 
perts, has been the object of research by Father Villaret 
S.J .• in his study - "Le..6 pfte.m-i.e.fte..6 oft-i.g-i.ne..6 de..6 Congftega­
t-i.on.6 Maft-<-ale..6 daV/..6 la Compagn-i.e. dc>, Je.6 u.6",ArchiVum Histor­
icum Societatis .Iesu (Rome, 1937. pp. 25 =-~.Three doc­
toral· theses have recently been written on this subject, but 
we do not have access to them. That is why we rely here on 
the work of Father Villaret. ­

The question- is not only one of erudition but has a 
direct bearing on our present concern ; the relation bet­
ween the Society and the CLC's. In effect, if the Society 
had adopted and extended a work created by one of its mem­
bers, Fr. Leunis,the Congregations would have no guarantee 
that they were expressing the authentic way' Ignatius and 
his first companions passed on their spirituality and apos 
tolic zeal to' lay people. But if Fr.Leunis was authenticaT 
ly inspired by the groups formed by the first generation a! 
Jesuits, the Marian Congregations will be the faithful ex­
pression of the Igpatian spirituality and "way 06 pftoc.e.e.d­
-i.V/.g '1 adapted to-lay people. 

As we .have already said, we know that this is what 
happened. The historical data is' striking. From 1540, the 
year in which the Society was founded, Blessed Peter Faber 
had formed a group of lay people, thanks to the Spiritual 
Exercises, which was called -"soc.-i.e.ty 0-6 the. Holy Name. 0 6 
Je..6U.6" (Villaret, -op.cg. p. 42). Others followed Blessed 
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Pete;r: Fro Lainez founded at least two groups (op.cit. pp,. 
39-40); Fr. Nadal organised several in the south of Italy 
(on;cit. pp.39-40); Fr. Gaspar Barzie, disciple of St.Fran 
cis Xavier, set up a Congregation in India,at Goa Cop.cit-:­

\p.35).In 1547, St.Ignatius himself created a Congregation 
of men,under the title of "The Twelve Apol.>.tlel.>" (cf.Tacch,i 
Venturi, Storia della Com a nia di tesu in Italia,Rome,1951, 
vol. 11/2: pp.201 - 203, apart ~rom the ot er different 
works he' confided jointly to clerics arid lay people(cf. Tac 

,chi Venturi: Ibidem, pp. 147 - 209). ­

This is how the Ignatian seed spread everywhere. These 
groups had different names though they shared common char­
acteristics: a solid spiritual formation; they made the Ex 
ercises- and lived according to this spiri tuali ty; daily 
prayer and.examination of conscience; frequent confession 
and communion; meetings once a week or once a fortnight; a 
very lively devotion to Our Lady. Their apostolic activity 
was quite ext~nsive. First attention was given to works 
that opened up the way to conversion, were associated with. 
teaching Christian doctrin~ and spread the practice of fre 
quent confession and communion. 

The'works of mercy that were practised were of all 
kinds: helping the poor,visiting the prisons and hospitals 
and reconciling enemies. 

But there was a special concern to fulfil family, pro 
fessional· and social tasks and responsibilities. In differ 
ent ways ,efforts were made to change the laws in favour 01 
the most needy. It was said of the group in the ci ty of 
Siena that ".they aILe lead-Lng .the whole e-L.ty.to ChIL-Ll.>.t" (To­
tam civitatem andChristumtraducunt) ,a formula which,wITh 
appropriate changes, reflects something of the spirit of Va 
tican II in §audiumet~. It wa~ said of the groups. o'f 
Naples that "the-<.IL hOUl.>e;6' WeILl!, l-<.fa\'! ,.tho~e. 0 t .the. eaJLty 
Chu/teh" • . , . 

Acharacteri.tic of these groups is that often they 
met according to some common bond: similar age,profession, 
social condition. Thus there were Congregations or gtoups' 
of craftsmen, notaries, magistrates, nob1es~ priests etc. 
(Cf. Villaret, op.cit. pp. 44 ~ 49). 

Without being a Third order or anything ,like that, 
these groups worked in close association with the Society: 
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they co 11apo rated , unde.rtook wQrkstogether; helped one' 
another, supported one another, replaced dne.another. They 
were inspired by the same spirit of St. Ignatius and his 
companions. One ,Jesuit wrote in a letter he sent to Rome ­
"Whoevett. .6ee.6 them cannot but tt.e.cogn-L.6e that they att.e matt.ked 
by .6omethblg 06 outt. Ott.de.tt." (Vl11aret, op.cit. pp. 50-51). 

This brief historical resume explains better than any 
theoretical argument the relationship betweenthe CLC' sand 
the Society. 

The work with well formed lay people, marked by the 
spirituality of the Exercises, is something which belongs 
to the Jesuit identity. We find proof of this not only in 
the Constitutions of the Society when they treat of the 
cri teria for missions (622-623), and in the Thirty-First 
(1965-66) and Thirty-Second (1974-15)Co~gregatioris, but 
above all in the basic practice of Ignatius and his compa,!!. 
ions.The CLC's are the present day expression of this work. 

It should be normal for Jesuits to accompany groups of 
lay people in their gr,owth in Christ and in thejr apostolic 
influence. This is highly beneficial for the Society since 
it obliges us to give the best we have received in .terms of 
our spiritual, theological and human formation. Always, he 
who receives most is he who gives. ' 

As we see in the pages of history, the Society has 
something in common with the CLC's, not only from the E~x­
ercises, but also from its Constitutions and its "way 06 
ptt.oceed-Ln.g".I am not referring to any of those points that 
make the Society a Religious Order,' but. to .certain general 
criteria, like: seeking the more universal good, preferen­
tial attention to the most needy, primacy - all things be­
ing equal - for the more direct and explicit presentation
of Christ, stric't selection of members, a broad and solid 
formation, openness to any kind of mission,fidelity to and 
a strong love for the hierarchical Church. The list could 
go on with certain nuances. My only point, and one I wish 
to insist on, isthat there are very IJlany things in common. 
between the Jesuits and theCLC's which ~foster a mutual un 
derstanding and an effective apostolate. 
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THE BLESSED VIRGIN AT PROVIDENCE 

We said at tpe beginning that the presence of Our Lady 
was felt quite forcibly in the Assembly. And this happened 
not. only through exterior signs; the songs. the CLC badges 
with the monograms 6f Jesus and J!.fary, the statue of Our 
Lady on the altar ..• · 

The delegates ,them,selves experienced a very deep 'dev~ 
tion to Mary. 

At the end of the Assembly, different propositions 
were put forward to deepen and to spread more widely love 
and devotion to the Blessed Virgin, along the lines of the 

,Exerci~es and the Vatican Council. 

Tl}ere is always a place for the emphases and personal 
touches and the characteristics which mark devotion to Mary 
in different cultures. 

Nevertheless, we dare to suggest that, in the spirit 
uality of the CLC's, devotion to Our Lady will always be 
marked by the characteristics we .associate with her- total 
disponibilit*tothe call of God and to fulfil with Christ, 
in the churc of today, the miss~ to which He sends us. 

"A deepelt. t-f.v-f.ng -f.n un-f.on w-f.th OUIL La.dy w-f.tt a.etua.te 
a. bettelL ~elLv-f.ee -f.n OUIL m-f.~~-f.on to bu-f.td the K-f.ngdom 
w-f.th ChlL-f.~t. In Ma.ILY, pOOIL a.nd doe-f.te to the Spi.lL-f.t,
a.lLe i.nea.lLna.ted ha.lLmo n-f.o U41 ty a.nd e 6Mc-f.entty the va.tue~ 
we wa.nt to a.nnounce to the wOlLtd: 6-f.det-f.ty to the Fa.­
theft, ded-f.ca.t-f.on to ChlL-f.~t a.nd H-f.-6 ea.u~e,6a.m-f.ty t-f.6e, 
the d-f.gni.ty 06 woJik., qui.e.tneM a.nd ~-f.mpt-f.e-f.ty 06 t-f.6e 
~tyte, tove a.nd dedi.eqti.on to. the ChulLeh. . 

Th-f.~ wi.tt ena.ble the CLC',6 to be ~plLea.d'-f.n poolLelL ~ee 
tOIL~ -f.n ma.ny lLeg-f.on4; we a.66i.lLm th-f.~ -6pee-f.a.tly 6o~ 
La.t-f.n AmelL-f.ea.. 

At the ~a.me .ti.me,th-f.4 wi.ll hetp ~ome Communi.t-f.e~,e~pe 
c.i.a.lly tho~e eom-f.ng 6ILom Ma.IL-f.a.n ConglLega.t-f.oM,to 6eel 
.them~etve~ mOlLe i.denti.Med wi.th the WOlLld Commun-f.ty, 
i.nelLea.~i.ng OUIL un-f.ty a.nd a.po~tot-f.c. ~tlLength". 
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We ,believe,that~histext.~art of a pre sent'a,t;i em mag.e 
by the Latin American region, reflects. very "Ie 11 the feel­
ing of the, majority of the AssembLy. For'the reasons given 
here, the CLC's want to deepen and'to make more alive and 
explici t the role of Hary. People are aware that there is 
still distance to cover, but they are movinlLin the right di 
rection. ' ­

Perhaps a symbol expresses better than words what goes 
on. 'On the day of departure from Providence, many delega­
tions gave one another a souveni r. The mos t common one given 
was a picture or a medal of Our Lady.The CLCfs do not have 
a common image of Hary. Each group gave its own symbol of 
Mary: OUr Lady of Guadalupe, Our Lady of the Apparition, 
Madonna della Strada, MariaPotsch of Vienna. This shows 
something very typical of the CLC spirituality and is a most 
promising sign for the future development of the World Com 
munity : the capacity to bring out the essential which is 
common to all ,together with the manifold expressions which 
flow from its inculturation among the different peoples of 
the world. 
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CONCLUSION 


I do not want to go on and on; I would only 1 ike to 
underline some points: 

1) 	 The profile of the World Communi tyth'at we have endeav­
oured to draw, traces oilt the fundamental features o'f a 
~irituali tl a-ndst~le of life which the Lord, who in­
spires us with goo desires and brings them to their 
completion, wants to be lived out with an ever growing 
fullness. 

\ 

2) 	 It is probable that the C World Community, through its 
greater concern for an apostolic koinonia, may 'call for 
a greater unity to assume the missions that God,through 
the Church, seek to confide to it. 

3) 	 While respecting regional and local endowments, this will 
demand of all a1I!.eater disponibili ty - within the con­
text of a lay vocation and its primary responsibilities 
- to accept invitations to different missions in the'serv­
i<i:e of the Church. I think, for example, of the immense 
potential in-the World Community of the CLC's that could 
be tapped through taking up as a special mission to 
collaborate, in union with the Bishops and other groups 
in the Church, in the implementation of the Papal enc:r 
clical Laborem Exercens. 

4) This would require a more directive role on,the part of 
the Executive Council, always in dialogue, of course, 
not only in regard to formation and the internal life of 

- the World Community, but especially withre~ard to mis­
sions: to point out areas, arouse interest, set up con­

-tacts and coordinate the resources of the CLC' s in di f ­
ferent countries with other aposto~ic lay movements. 
This uniting of apostolic lay groups could become an 
extremely effective instrument for action through putting 
into practice so many things which run the risk of re­
maining simply on paper. 

5) 	 I think that the insistence on mission will act as a 
catalyst to strengthen the spirit of the CLe's and to 
attract new members. 

6) 	 In all this the GLC I s go hand in hand with Christ and 
with Mary in the·Church - "Behold,I am wl...:th IjOu a!walj-6" 
eMt. 28/20). 
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DOCUMENTATION FROM THE HOLY SEE 






PONTIFICIUH tONSILIUH 
PRO LAICIS 

1948j82jAIC-50 

Vatican, 19 August 1982 

Mr. President, 

I have the pleasure to' address myself to you and to 
all those participating in the work of the General Assembly 
of the World Federation of the Christian Life Communi ties ­
gathered at Warwick, Rhode Island (USA) from August 25 to 
September 7 - to wish you a fruitful meeting of reflection 
and prayer from which may flow initiatives directed to an 
always coherent and renewed-participation of your associa­
tion in the lite and mission of the Church. I express th'e 
hope that "Providence' 82" will bea firm and solid stage 
in the long tradition of the Federation. 

I have no doubt that all your Communities,represented 
in the General Assembly, feel themselves a part of this 
rich tradition, which has contributed so much' to the Catho 
lic Church thanks to the fruitfulness of an apostolic life 
in common, to the promotion of a laity aware of its own 
vocation and responsibility as Christians,to .the spiritual 
formation marked by a warm devotion to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and by Ignatian discernment. It would take too long here 
to refer to the many documents and declara tions with which­
since the time of its foundation ~ successive Pontiffs of 
modern times have blessed and ,encouraged the development of 
the former "Marian Congregations". 

_This tradition demands, however, a fruitfulness that 
may be proportionate to the Church's present knowledge of 
her own reality and her own mission in the contemporary 
world. Its renewal ,then ,should be in line with the primary 
objective of the Church in our time~ the implementation of 
the Vatic.an Council II.The "full and integral realisation" 
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of the Council is the. fundamental orientation indicated by 
His Holiness John Paul II. already in the first grea t allo­
cution of his pontificate. Twenty years afte;rthe inaugura 
tion of Vatican II, your General Assembly seems a rare oc~ 
cas ion for bringing together all the potential riches of 
the constitution Lumen Gentium - in conjunction with Gaudium 
et Spes, with the decrees Apostolicam Actuositatem and 
Ad Gentes ... as interpreted by the Synods ~ with which to 
vitaHse your association. This seems the indispensable 
frame of reference for renewing' the "sense of the Church", 
the power to evangelise found in community, spiritual for­
mation, the commitment of service to man of the Federation 
and of all the Communities which compose it. 

Nourished by its tradition, but, at the same time, 
creatively renewed to respond to the challenges posed by 
the life and the mission of the Church as the second mil­
lenium draws to a close, the World Federation of the 
Christian Life Communities will be able, in this way, to 
affirm and develop its own identity, the comIliunion which 
animates its Communities, the apostolic service ~t feels 
called to offer. 

These demands also requ~re of all who participate in 
the life of the association. an effort of assimilation, of 
deepening, constant and faithful implementation of these 
'''GeneralPrinciples''and of the statutory n0ims,which were 
approved by the General Assembly of the Federation and 
subsequently confi rmed by the Holy See, as a modern and up-' 
to-date application and expression of the former rules of 
the Marian Congregations. 

The continuity of the tradition of your movem'ent, its 
renovation in the light of the Vatican Council II, the as­
similation of its own communita.rian originality, the af­
firmation of its own specific identity in its life and mis 
sion will imply, therefore,witness of unity and communion~ 
nourished by the Eucharist, by the Word of God and the 
teachings of the Church. In this way, the spiritual and mis 
sionary resources will be multiplied with regard to reali~ 
ing the task involved in the very.theme of the General As::: 
sembly - "To act justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly 
with your God" (Mic. 6/8). 

With these words, addressed to those ~resent and to 
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all the members of the Christian Life Communities,the Holy 
See desires to encourage you in your '<lork; to strengthen 
you in your apostolic enthusiasm; to call you to a spiritual 
discernment" which is always in deep communion with the 
Church and docile to the gifts of the Lord; to accompany 
you in praying to Go"d" trusting in the intercession of the 
Host Holy Virgin, our conimonMother. 

Opilio Card. Rossi 
Presidente 

Peter J. Coughlan 
Under-Secretary 

Egregio Signor Tobie ZAKIA 
Presidente della Federazione Mondiale 
delle Comunita di Vita Cristiana 
Borgo S. Spirito, 8 
00193 ROMA 
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October 8th, 1982 

His Eminence Opilio C~rdinal Rossi 
Pontificium Consilium pro Laicis 
Piazza S. Calisto 
ROHA 

Your Eminence, 

On behalf of the Executive Council for the Christian 
Life Communi ties, I would like to thank you for your letter 
(1948/82/AIC-50) in connection wi th our recent World Assem 
bly. 

We were especially interested in your remarks about 
the Second Vatican ,Council. As a matter of fact, we invit­
ed father Juan Ochagavla S.J. (former Provincial of Chile, 
and presently Master of Novices) to attend ,the Assembly, 
with a view to writing an account .of our proceedings, in 
the light of our Ignatian charism and the Vatican Council, 
which he attended as a peri tus. We hope this will be pub­
lished by the end of the ye ar. and we will send you a copy. 

I am enclosing a first report of the Assembly, which, 
as you can see, went extremely well. We will'sendyouamore 
detailed account as it is published. 

Thank you, your Eminence, for your interest and sup­
port. 

-Yours sincerely in Christ, 

Patrick O'SUllivan S.J. 

Patrick O'Sullivan S.J. 
Vice-assistant WFCLC 
C.P. 6139 
00195 ROMA 
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